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LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  ZEAUND. 


GOVEENOE. 

fiis  Excellency  Sir  William  Fbancis  Dbumuond  Jebyois,  Lieatenant-General  in  Her 
Majesty's  Azmy,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  George,  Companion  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath. 


THE  MINISTEY. 
To  8th  Octobeb,  1887. 

Premier,  Attorney-General,  and  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation         The  Hon.  Sir  Kobebt  Stout,  K.C.M.G. 

•Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster  -  General,  Com- 
missioner of  Telegraphs,  and  Commissioner  of 

Stamps  and  Customs The  Hon.  Sir  Julius  Vooel,  K.C.M.G. 

Minister  for  Public  Works The  Hon.  Edwabd  Richabdson,  C.M.G. 

Kative  Minister,  Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minister 

of  Lands  and  Immigration The  Hon.  John  Ballance. 

Minister  of  Justice The  Hon.  Joseph  Augustus  Tole. 

Oolonial  Secretary The  Hon.  Patbick  Alphonsus  Buckley. 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  of  Marine         . .  The  Hon.  William  James  Mudie  Labnach, 

C.M.G. 

Member  of  the  Executive,  without  Portfolio        . .  The  Hon.  William  Hunteb  Rwsnolds. 

Pbom  8th  Octobeb,  1887. 

Premier,  Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General, 

Commissioner   of    Telegraphs,    Minister    of 

Marine,  and  Commissioner  of  Stamps         . .     The  Hon.  Habby  Albebt  Atkinson. 

Colonial  Secretary The  Hon.  Thomas  William  Hislop. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Defence The  Hon.  Thomas  Febgus. 

Minister   of    Education    and   Commissioner   of 

Trade  and  Customs       The  Hon.  Geobge  Fisheb. 

Minister  of  Lands,  Mines,  and  Immigration       . .     The  Hon.  Geobge  Fbedebick  Bichabdson. 

Fbom  11th  Octobeb,  1887. 

Premier,  Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General, 

Commissioner    of    Telegraphs,    Minister    of 

Marine,  and  Commissioner  of  Stamps         . .  The  Hon.  Habby  Albebt  Atkinson. 

•Colonial  Secretary The  Hon.  Thomas  William  Hislop. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Defence The  Hon.  Thomas  Febgus. 

Minister   of    Education    and    Commissioner    of 

Trade  and  Customs        The  Hon.  Geobge  Fisheb. 

Minister  of  Lands,  Mines,  and  Immigration       . .  The  Hon.  Geobge  Fbedebick  Bichabdson. 

Attorney- General The  Hon.  Sir  Fbedebick  Whitakeb,K.C.M.G. 

Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Native  A£Eair8      . .  The  Hon.  Edwin  Mitghelson. 

Member  of  the  Executive,  without  Portfolio      . .  The  Hon.  Edwabd  Cephas  John  Stevens. 


EOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLOES. 


Acland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canter- 
bury. 

Baillie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough (Chairman  of  Committees). 

Bamicoat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Brett,  Hon.  De  Benzie  James,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  Patrick  Alphonsus,  Wellington. 

Campbell,  Hon.  Bobert,  Otago. 

Chamberlin,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 

Dignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland. 

Fitzherbert,  Hon.  Sir  William,  K.C.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington (Speaker). 

Fraser,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otfiigo. 

Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 


Hart,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Johnson,  Hon.  George  Randall,  Wellington. 

Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington  (died  16th 
November). 

Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  William  Ay Imer  Thomas, 
Marlborough. 

Lahmann,  Hon.  Henry  Hermann,  Westland. 

Mantell,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wel- 
lington. 

Martin,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago. 

Morris,  Hon.  George  Bentham,  Auckland. 

McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IV 


LEGISLATUKE   OP  NEW   ZEALAND — COntillUed. 


[1887 


EOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLOES— conitnwe^. 


Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Wellington  (died  9th 

November). 
Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  Otago. 
Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 
Peter,  Hon.  William  Spence,  Canterbury. 
Pharazyn,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Reeves,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 
Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 
Richmond,  Hon.  James  Crowe,  Nelson. 
Robinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 
Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 
Shephard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 
Shrimski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 


Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Canterbury. 
Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 
Wahawaha,  Hon.  Ropata,  Auckland. 
Walker,  Hon.  Launcelot,  Canterbury. 
Waterhouse,  Hon.  George  Marsden,  Wellington. 
Whitaker,    Hon.     Sir    Frederick,    K.C.M.G., 

Auckland. 
Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  K.C.M.G.r 

Hawko's  Bay. 
Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  Canterbury. 
Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 
Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Hawke's  Bay. 


LIST  OF  MEMBEES  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 


Allen,  James,  Dunedin  East. 
Anderson,  John  Crawford,  Bruce. 
Atkinson,  Hon.  Harry  Albert,  Egmont. 
Ballance,  Hon.  John,  Wanganui. 
Barron,  William,  Caversham. 
Beetham,  George,  Masterton. 
Blake,  Edwin,  Avon. 
Brown,  James  Clark,  Tuapeka. 
Bruce,  Robert  Cunningham,  Rangitikei. 
Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 
Buxton,  Searby,  Rajigitata. 
Cadman,  Alfred  Jerome,  Coromondel. 
Carroll,  James,  Eastern  Maori. 
Cowan,  Cuthbert,  Hokonui. 
Dodson,  Henry,  Wairau. 
Duncan,  Thomas,  Waitaki. 
Peldwick,  Henry,  Invercargill. 
Fergus,  Thomas,  Wakatipu. 
Fisher,  George,  Wellington  East. 
Fish,  Henry  Smith,  Dunedin  South. 
Fitchett,  Frederick,  Dunedin  Central. 
Fitzherbert,  Henry  Samuel,  Hutt. 
Eraser,  William,  Thames. 
Fulton,  James,  Taieri. 

Goldie,  David,  Auckland  West. 

Graham,  Andrew,  East  Coast. 

Grey,  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  Central. 

Grimmond,  Joseph,  Hokitika. 

Guinness,  Arthur  Robert,  Greymouth. 

Hall,  Hon.  Sir  John,  K.C.M.G.,  Selwyn. 

Hamlin,  Ebenezer,  Franklin  South  (Chairman 
of  Committees). 

Hislop,  Thomas  William,  Oamaru. 

Hobbs,  Richard,  Bay  of  Islands. 

Hodgkinson,  Samuel,  Wallace. 

Hutchison,  George,  Waitotara. 

Izard,  Charles  Beard,  Wellington  South  and 
Suburbs. 

Jackson,  William,  Waipa. 

Jones,  Frederic,  Heathcotc. 

Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 

Kelly,  William,  Tauranga. 

Kerr,  John,  Motueka. 

Lance,  James  Dupr6,  Cheviot. 

Lamach,  Hon.  William  James  Mudie,  C.M.G., 
Peninsula. 

Lawry,  Frank,  Franklin  North. 

Levestam,  Henry  Augustus,  Nelson. 

Loughrey,  Andrew,  Linwood. 

3Iarcarthur,  Douglas  Hastings,  Manawatu. 


Mackenzie,  Mackay  John  Scobie,  Mount  Ida. 

Mackenzie,  Thomas,  Clutha. 

Marchant,  George  Albert,  Taranaki. 

McGregor,  Alexander  Innes,  Akaroa. 

McKenzie,  John,  Waihemo. 

Mills,  James,  Port  Chalmers. 

Mitchelson,  Edwin,  Eden. 

Moat,  William  Pollock,  Rodney. 

Monk,  Richard,  Waitemata. 

Moss,  Frederick  Joseph,  Pamell. 

Newman,  Alfred  Kingcome,  Thomdon. 

O'Callaghan,  Arthur  Pyne,  Lincoln. 

O'Conor,  Eugene  Joseph,  BuUer. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Napier. 

O'Rorke,  Hon.  Sir  George  Maurice,  Manukau 

(Speaker). 
Parata,  Tame,  Southern  ^laori. 
Peacock,  Thomas,  Ponsonby. 
Pearson,  William  Fisher,  Ashley. 
Perceval,  Westby  Brook,  Christchurch  South. 
Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 

Reeves,  Richard  Harman  Jefiares,  Inangahua. 
Reeves,  William  Pember,  St.  Albans. 
Rhodes,  Arthur  Edgar  Gravenor,  Gladstone. 
Richardson,  Hon.  G.  F.,  Mataura. 
Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Kaiapoi. 
Ross,  Archibald  Hilson,  Roslyn. 
Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Sajnuel,  Oliver,  New  Plymouth. 
Seddon,  Richard  John,  Kumara. 
Seymour,  Arthur  Penrose,  Waimea-Picton. 
Smith,  William  Cowper,  Woodville. 
Steward,  William  Jukes,  Waimate. 
Stewart,  William  Downie,  Dunedin  West. 
Stuart-Menteath,  Andrew  Agnew,  Te  Aro. 
Taipua,  Hoani,  Western  Maori. 
Taiwhanga,  Hirini,  Northern  Maori. 
Tanner,  Thomas,  Waipawa. 
Taylor,  Richard  Molesworth,  Sydenham. 
Thompson,  Robert,  Marsden. 
Thompson,  Thomas,  Auckland  North. 
Tumbull,  Richard,  Timaru. 
Valentine,  Hugh  Sutherland,  Waikaia. 
Vogel,  Hon.  Sir  Julius,  K.C.M.G.,  Christchurch 

North. 
Walker,  William  Campbell,  Ashburton. 
Ward,  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 
Whyte,  John  Blair,  Waikato. 
Wilson,  James  Glenny,  Fozton. 
Withy,  Edward,  Newton. 
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VOLUME  LVIII. 


OCTOBER  6  TO  DECEMBER  22,  1887. 


Explanation  of  Abbreviations. 
Int.,  Introduction  of  Bill. — 1b.,  2b.,  3b.,  First,  Second,  and  Third  Reading. — t)is.,  Discharged. — 
h.,  House  of  Representatives. — Z.c.,  Legislative  Council. — Adj.,  Adjournment  or  Adjourned. 
— ^Amend.,  Amendment. — cZ.,  Clause. — Com.,  Committee  of  the  whole  House  or  Committed. 
— Recom.,  Recommitted  or  Recommittal. — Sol.  Com.,  Select  Coromittee. — Conf.,  Conference. 
— Cons.,  Consideration.  —  Deb.,  Debate.  —  Expl.,  Explanation.  —  Instr.,  Instruction. — w., 
Motion. — Obs.,  Observation. — g.,  Question. — m.g.,  Main  Question.-^.j.,  Prevfoua  Question. 
— Rep.,  Report. — r.p.^  Report  Progress. — Res.,  Resolution. 


Absentees, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Smith),  216;   m,   (Mr.  Tumbull), 
297 ;  m.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  330 

Acquisition  of  Land  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  63 

Address  in  Reply, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  17  ;  nu  (Mr.  Graham), 

20;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  77 
Z.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Oliver),  63 

Adjournment, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  68 ;  m.  (Sir  J.  Vogcl), 
380 

Administratuyn  Act, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Fish),  434 

Administration  Bill  (No.  1), 
h.,  IR.  134  ;  Dis.  214 

Administration  Bill  (No,  2), 
h,,  iB.  214 

Advances  on  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  432 

Advertising, 
h,t  m.  (Mr.  Buchanan),'  298 

Advertising  on  RaHivay-cars, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  552 

Aid  to  Catholic  Schools, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  McGregor),  548 


Akaroa  Borough  Council  Reserves  Vesting  and 
Reclamation  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  139 ;  3r.  292 
Z.c,  iB.  325 

Allen,  ^Ir.  J.,  Dunedin  East, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  50 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  309 
Lletal-extraction,  q.  827 
Midland  Railway,  m.  563,  586,  598,  608,  611, 

623 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

158, 160, 163  ;  Com.  530 
Railway  Employes'  Holidav,  q.  297 
Scab, m.  543 

Andebson,  Mr.  J.  C,  Bruce, 

Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  821 
Hospitals    and   Charitable    Institutions,    q. 
181 

Animals  Protection  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  15 

Ashley  Traffic  Bridge, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pearson),  103 

Atkinson,  Major  H.  A.,  Eginont  (Premier, 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General  and 
Commissioner  of  Telegraphs,  Minister  of 
Marine,  ajid  Commissioner  of  Stamps  from 
8th  October), 

Absentees,  q.  216 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  17,  88,  41,  61 

Adjournment,  m.  68,  380 
'    Administration  Act,  q.  484 

Advances  on  Land,  q.  432 
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Atkinson,  Major  H.  A. — continued. 
Banks,  q,  103 
Cattle-fences,  g.  215 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  17 
Chinese,  q.  220 
Chinese  Poll-tax,  q,  66 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  578 
Colonial  Industries,  q,  432 
Corrupt  Practices  Act,  q.  181 
Country  Post  Offices,  q.  651 
Customs  TarifE,  g.  478,  581,  540 
Delayed  Telegrams,  q.  551 
Domett,  late  Mr.,  m.  220 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2r.  311,  318 
Elective  Governors,  g.  65 
English  Mails,  q.  83 
Federation,  q.  82' 
Financial  Statement,  90 
Fire  Brigades,  q,  258 
Free  Railway-passes,  q.  483 
General  Manager  of  Railways,  q.  475 
Gk)vemment  Bills,  q.  478 
Government  Business,  m.  381,  886 
Government  Fencing -claims  Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  131 
Government  House,  q.  295 
Government  Insurance  Funds,  q.  443 
Hospitals   and    Charitable    Institutions,   q. 

181 
Inland  Freight  on  Coal,  q.  487 
Interpreters,  q.  83 
Intestate  Estates,  q.  553 
Invercargill  Government  Offices,  q.  257 
Joint-stock  Companies,  q.  182 
Kaipara  Pilot-station,  q.  444 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  155 
Legislative  Council,  q,  16 
Legislative  Councillors,  q.  134 
Legislative  Expenditure,  q.  64 
Leith  Valley  Schoolhouse  Mails,  q.  545 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  q.  447 
License-fees,  q.  476 
Linemen,  m,  266 
Local  Bills,  7W.  18 ;  q.  551 
Local  Bodies'  Revenue,  vi.  77 
Mail  Contracts,  q.  329 
Masterton-Mangomahoo  Telephone,  q.  487 
Macquarie,  Campbell,  and  Kermadec  Islands, 

g.l7 
Medical  Men's  Fees,  q.  475 
Melbourne  Exhibition,  q.  216 
Midland  Railway,  Obs.  78 ;  g.  104 ;  m.  188, 

193,  209 ;  q.  214  ;  in.  226  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com., 

555  ;  VI.  562,  681,  608,  620,  623,  624 
Ministerial  Residences,  m.  112 ;  Obs.  222 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  4,  6,  6,  7,  79 
Monday  Sittings,  q.  219 
Municipal  Conference,  q.  378 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  266 
Municipal  Expenditure,  q,  434 
Native  Lands,  nt.  112 
Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  q.  445 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

160 
Old  Soldiers'  and  Volunteers*  Land  Claims, 

g.  178 
Old  Soldiers'  Land  Claims,  q,  546 
Onehunga  Woollen  Factory,  q,  218 


Atkinson,  Major  H.  A. — contimied. 
Penny  Post,  q.  260 
Private  Bills,  m.  18 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel^ 

m.  387,  392,  &c. 
Property-tax  Exemption,  q.  487 
Property-tax  on  Bank  Deposits,  q.  104 
Rabbit  Extermination,  q,  581 
Raiatea,  q.  79 

Railway  Management,  m.  104 
Ravensboume  Postage,  q.  476 
Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty,  q.  63 
Reciprocity  with  Australia,  g.  178 
Reduction  in  Wages,  g.  257 
Reductions    under   Special  Acts  and    Civil 

List,  g.  260 
Registrars  of  Electors,  g.  81 
Samoa,  m.  165 

San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  g.  296 
Savings  proposed  in  Financial  Statement,  m. 

166 
Sealing,  g.  67 

Show  of  Hands  at  Nominations,  g.  433 
Sir  R.  Stout,  g.  139 
South  Island  Native  Reserves,  g.  104 
Speaker,  ni,  3 
Springfield— West  Coast  Mails,  g.  477,  554, 

555 
St.  Albans  Constable,  g.  433 
Stamp  Duties  on  Native  Lands,  g.  544 
Sumner  Railway,  g.  485,  486 
Supply,  m.  52 

Tax  on  Amusements,  g.  476 
Tax  on  Bachelors,  g.  487 
Telephone  on  West  Coast,  g.  377 
*•  Unemployed,"  m.  488 
Vogel's  (Sir  J.)  Attendants,  g.  378 
Waiapu-Tolago  Bay  Telegraph,  g.  435 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  g.  437 
Waitotara  Election  Petition,  g.  181 
Wellington  Patent  Slip,  g.  258 
Westport  and  Greymouth  Harbours,  m.  224 
Westport  Harbour  Board,  ?».  77 

Auckland  and  Wellington  Railway  Carriages^ 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  102 

Auckland  Gumfields, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  431 

Auckland-Eelensville  Railway^ 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  138 

AucklaTid  Special  SeUlemenls, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  17 

Au/ikland  Torpedo-sheds y 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Ross),  180 

Auckland  "  Unemployed^** 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Goldie),  551 

Auctumeers  Billy 
h.y  IB.  15  ;  2e.  149 ;  Com.  665 

Authorised  Reports  of  Speeches, 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  171 
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Baillie,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlboratigh, 
House  Oommittee»  m.  13 
Owhaoko  and  Kaimanaiwa  Land,  m.  174 
Private  Bills,  184 

Ballance,  Mr.  J.,  Wangawui  (Native  Minister, 
Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minister  of  Lands 
and  Immigration  to  8th  October), 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  86 

Financial  Statement,  m.  249 

Hansard  Beports,  m.  558 

Harbour  Defence,  m.  543 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2b.  119 

Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  w.  445 

Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 
893 

Savings  proposed  in  Financial  Statement,  m, 
166, 170 

Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  145 ;  3b.  528 

Bankruptcy  Act^ 
A.,  q,  (Mr.  Peacock),  67,  478 

Bankruptcy  Fees, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  82 

BankSf 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  103 

Babnicoat,  Hon.  J.  W.,  Nelson, 
Address  in  Reply,  m,  55 
Legislative  Council,  m.  421 

Babbon,  Mr.  W.,  Caversham, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  45 
Customs  Tariff,  q.  539 
Grovernment  Fencing  -  claims  Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  131 
Hansard  Beports,  m.  559 
Land  -  grants    to    discharged    Government 

Employes,  q.  138 
Midland  Railway,  m.  618,  620 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  w. 

396 

Bay  of  Plenty  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kelly),  477 

Bbetham,  Mr.  G.,  Masterton, 
Customs  Tariff,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  375 
Importation  of  Stock,  q.  138 
Inland  Freight  on  Coal,  g.  487 
Mangamahoe  Polling-place,  m.  297 
Masterton-Mangamahoe  Telephone,  q.  48T 
Tax  on  Amusements,  q,  476 

Bell  Buoy  Light,  Nelson, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Levestam),  545 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  63 

Blake,  Mr.  E.,  Avon, 
Education,  m.  109 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  322 


Blake,  Mr.  E. — corUinued. 
Financial  Statement,  m.  516 
Midland  Railway,  m.  206 

Boilers, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Buchanan),  182 

BoNAB,  Hon.  J.  A.,  Westland, 
Legislative  Council,  m,  427 

Bonuses  to  Civil  Servants, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Monk),  543 

Bbett,  Hon.  DB  R.  J.,  Canterbury, 
House  Committee,  m.  12 
Legislative  Council,  m.  214 
Lieut.-Colonel  Noake,  q,  133 

Brokers  and  Real  Estate  Agents  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  474 

Bbuge,  Mr.  R.  C,  Rangitikei, 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m,  575 
Country  Post-offices,  q.  551 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  464 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  307 
Government  Fencing -claims  Compensation 

Bill.  2b.  132 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims   Compensation 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  492 
Linemen,  m.  266 
Privilege;  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 

399 
Railway  Employes'  Holiday,  g.  16 
State  Forests  Department,  m.  543 
"  Unemployed,"  m.  490 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  145;  3e.  448,, 

529 

Buchanan,  Mr,  W.  C,  Wairarapa, 
Advertising,  m,  298 
Boilers,  q.  182 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  577 
Joint-stock  Companies,  q.  181 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  q.  446 
Midland  Railway,  m.  610 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  447 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  143 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

399 
Scab  in  Marlborough  and  Nelson,  m,  556 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  q.  549 
Wairarapa  Firewood  Freight,  q.  81 

Buckley,    Hon.   P.  A.,   Wellington  (Colonial 
Secretary  to  8th  October), 
Pharmacy  Bill,  2b.  580 

Buller  Coal  Reserve, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  111 

Bush-firing  Bill, 
;».,  IB.  15;  2b.  468 

Buxton,  Mr.  8.,  Rangitata, 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  328 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  BiU^ 
2b.  122 
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Cadman,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Coroniandel, 
Hikutaia  Wages-men,  q.  85 
Maritoto  "  Gold  Find,"  q.  436 
Ohinemuri  Leases,  m.  297 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayers,  g.  439 
Wigmore,  R.,  w.  447 

Califomian  Thistle^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  81 

CanceroiLS  Cattle^ 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Marohant),  544 

Oarboli.,  Mr.  J.,  Eastern  Maoris 
Peti  Taihuka  and  others,  q,  296 
Waiapu-Tolago  Bay  Telegraph,  q.  434 

Cartage  at  Railway -stations, 
h.y  q,  (Mr.  Taylor),  376 

Catlin's  River  Railway , 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  219 

Cattle-fetices, 
h.y  g.  (Mr.  TIarchant),  215 

Cemeteries  Bill, 
h.y  IB.  214  ;  2b.  566 

Cliairman  of  Committees^ 
Ix.y  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  15 
h.y  m,  (Major  Atkinson),  17 

Clieese-makingy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  134 

Children  Under  Five  Attending  School, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  222 

Children  Under  Six  Attending  Schooly 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  296 

ChinesCy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  220 

Chiiiese  Poll-taXy 
h.y  q,  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  66 

Christchurch  Drainage  Board  Sale  of  Reserves 

Billy 

h.y  IB.  134  ;  2b.  148 ;  3b.  527 

IC.y  IB.  531 

Christchurch  Hospital  Billy 
h.y  IB.  256 

Christchurch  "  Unemployed," 
h,y  q,  (Mr.  Perceval),  64 

Church  Property  Trust  {Canterbury)  Bill, 
h.y  2b.  371 ;  3b.  581 

City  of  Dunedin  Borrowing  on  Deposit  BiU, 
h,y  Dis.  134 


CivU  List  Billy 
h.y  IB.  134 

Civil  Service  AppointmefitSy 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  Monk),  111 

CivU  Service  Reform  Act, 
l.c.y  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  133 
;*.,  m.  (Mr.  Marchant),  188 

Civil  Service  Reform  Billy 
h.y  IB.  134 

ClubSy 

h.y  m.  (Mr.  Joyce),  111 ;  q.  (Mr.  Goldie),  181 ; 
q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  475 

Coal  Import  Dutyy 
h,y  m.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  262,  571 

Coal-mines  Bill, 
h.y  iB.  256 

Codlin  Mothy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Jones).  217 ;  g.  (Mr.  Whyte),  219 

Colo7iial  IndtistrieSy 
h.y  q,  (Mr.  Peacock),  432 

Contagious  Diseases  Act  Repeal  Billy 
h.y  iB.  62  ;  2b.  299 

CoronerSy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  550 

Coroners*  Juries  Abolition  Billy 
h.y  IB.  256 

Corrupt  Practices  Act, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Pearson),  181 

Country  Post-officeSy 
h.yq.  (Mr.  Bruce),  551 

Country  VolunteerSy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  218 

Cowan,  Mr.  C.,  Hokonuiy 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  294 
Rabbit  Pest,  m.  260 
Railway  Employes'  Fines,  q.  63 
Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty,  q.  63 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  q.  549 
Teachers,  g.  217 

Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  and  Subsidies, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  O'Oonor),  297 

Crown  and  N&tive  Lands  Rating  Billy 
h.y  w.  (Mr.  Paratfii),  222 

Croum  Prosecutionsy 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  295 

Customs  Tariff y 

h.y  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  371 ;  g.  (Mr.  Moss),  477 ;  g. 
(Sir  J.  Vogel),  581 
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Dairy  Produce^ 
l.Cf  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzles),  363 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens),  420 

Deep  Oold-mining, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Peacock),  217 


**  Delayed  *'  Telegrams, 

ir.  r   "  - 

,651 


h.,  q,  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  214  ;   g.  (Mr. 
Fish),  ■'■'" 


Defence^ 
^.,  g.  (Major  Steward),  444 

Disqualification  Bill^ 
lE.  177 

District  Courts  Billy 
h,,  IB.  256 

District  Railways  Purchasing  Bill^ 
k.,  IB.  177 

DivisionSj 
h.y  Address  in  Reply,  in.  51 
Adjournment,  m.  381 
Auctioneers  Bill,  Com.  565 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  568,  571 
Coal  Import  Duty,  w.  571,  577 
Contagious  Diseases    Act   Repeal  Bill,  2b. 

300 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  376,  542 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  461 
Education,  m.  109,  111 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  464 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  325 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  301 
Government  Business,  387 
Government  Fencing  >  claims  Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  132  ;  w.  494 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

(see    Government  Fencing  -  claims    Com- 
pensation Bill) 
Hospitals  and  Charitablo  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  124 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  130 
Midland  Railway,  w.  620,  621,  624 
Nelson  Foreshore  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  141 
North    Dunedin   Cemetery  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  164 ;  Com.  530 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Reserves  Bill,  Com.  298 
Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill,  Com.  530 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  w.  406, 

417 
Vaccine  Lymph,  m,  88 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  146;  m.  447, 

629 
l.c.y  Authorised  Reports  of  Speeches,  m.  174 
Legislative  Council,  m.  431 
Tax  on  Totalisators,  m.  474 

Divorce  Extension  and  Amendment  Bill^ 
h,,  IB.  16  ;  2b.  449 

DoDSON,  Mr.  H.,  WairaUj 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  676 
Government  Business,  m.  882 


DoDSON,  Mr.  "H.-^ontinued. 
■  Midland  Railway,  m.  624 
Railway  Employes*  Holiday,  q,  297 

Duncan,  Mr.  T.,  Waitaki, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  49 
Cheese-making,  q,  134 
Kurow  Run,  q.  296 
Medical  Men's  Fees,  q.  475 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

162 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  141, 

144 
Platelayers,  g.  189 
Rugged  Ridges  Run,  g.  218 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  m.  650 
j      Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  440 

Dunedin  Insurance  Buildings^ 
h.,  m.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  166 

Dunedin  Mayoral  Election, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Fish),  434 

Dunedin  Railway  Employes,  ' 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  84 


E. 

Edtication, 
h.y  m.  (Mr.  Wilson),  105  ;    q.  (Mr.  Ross),  137; 
q.  (Mr.  Moss),  257 ;    m.  (Mr.  Lawry),  295  ; 
q,  (Mr.  Goldie),  435;  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  545 

EdtLcation  Boards  and  School  Committees, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  654 

Education  Franchise  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  62 

Education  Reserves, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Steward),  260 

Education  Reserves  Settlement  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  J5  ;  2b.  298 

Education  Vote  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  461 

Eight  Hours  Bill, 
h,,  iB.  15 

Election  of  Governor  Bill, 
h,,  iB.  63  ;  2b.  302 

Elective  Governors, 
I    h.,q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  66 

Electoral  Rolls, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  82  ;   q.  (Mr.  Ward), 


Employers'  Liability  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  214 

Expenditure  on  Work  for  "  Unemployed,'* 
K,  m,  (Mr.  Marchant),  298 
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Express  Stopping  at  Waihao^ 
h.t  2-  (Major  Steward),  179 


Fair  Rent  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  102 


P. 


Federation, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  82 

Feldwick,  Mr.  H.,  Invercargill, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  49 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  262 
Lieut.-Golonel  Noake,  q.  85 
Mortgages  under  Land  Transfer  Act,  g«  67 

Febqus,  Mr.  T.,  TfaA:a^ipu  (Minister  of  Jostice 
and  Defence  from  8th  October), 

Auckland  Torpedo-sheds,  q.  180 

Bankruptcy  Act,  q.  68,  478 

Bankruptcy  Fees,  q,  82 

Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  470 

Country  Volunteers,  q.  218 

Coroners,  q.  551 

Crown  Prosecutors,  q.  295 

Defence,  q.  444 

Deteriorated  Powder,  q.  84 

Glove-fights,  q.  552 

Goldfields  Police,  q.  259 

Hall,  T.,  q.  103 

Juries,  q.  102,  216 

Lieut.-Golonel  Noake,  g.  85 

Lost  Torpedo,  q.  215 

Midland  Railway,  m.  619 

Nelson  Foreshore  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  140 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  q.  445 

North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 
161,  164 

Owen's  Reef  Warden's  Court,  q.  215 

Permanent  Militia,  q.  82 

Permanent  Force  at  Point  Halswell,  q.  475 

Petitions,  m.  87 

Police  Superannuation  Fund,  q.  65 

Salutes,  2-17 

Sir  Julius  Vogel's  Attendants,  Obs.  380 

Torpedo  Sheds,  Thorndon,  q.  217 

Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  439 

Financial  Statement, 
h.,  (Major  Atkinson),  90,  227,  268,  330,  495 

Fire  Brigades, 
/*.,  q.  (Mr.  Jones)  258 

Firewood  for  Locomotives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Marchant),  67,  646 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  G.,  Wellington  East  (Minister  of 
Education  and    Commissioner   of   Trade 
and  Customs  from  8th  October), 
Address  in  Reply,  m,  88 
Bell  Buoy  Light,  Nelson,  q,  645 
Boilers,  q.  182 

Children  under  Six  attending  School,  q.  296 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  266 
Codlin  Moth,  g.  217,  219 
Customs  Tarifi,  m.  533 


FisHEB,  Mr.  G. — contiAvued. 
Education,  m,  105  ;  q.  138,  257,  435,  545 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  462,  463 
Education  Boards  and  School  Committees,. 

g.  554 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  304 
Financial  Statement,  m.  243 
Fruit  Importation,  q.  86 
"  Hinemoa,"  q.  260     . 
Kaikorai  District  School,  q.  552 
Legislative  Councillors,  m.  135 
Manawatu  River,  q,  180 
Mining  Districts  Education  Boards,  q,  257 
Nelson  Foreshore  Bill,  2b.  140 
Nelson  Harbour,  q.  544 
Newton  Flogging  Case,  q.  330 
Petitions,  m.  86,  87 

Privilege  :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m.  39S 
Savings  proposed  in  Financial  Statement^  m. 

168 
School-age,  q.  66,  260 
Smuggling  Tobacco,  q.  378 
Teachers,  q.  217 
"  Unemployed,"  m.  491 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m,  441,  442 

Fish,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Duiudin  South, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  45 
Administration  Act,  q.  434 
Auctioneers  Bill,  Com.  565 
Coal  Import  Duty,  w.  571,  572 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  371,  535 
"  Delayed  "  Telegrams,  q.  551 
Dunedin  Mayoral  Election,  q.  434 
Dunedin  Railway  Employ6s,  q.  84 
Education,  m,  110 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  304 
FinanciaJ  Statement,  m.  330 
Government  Business,  m.  385 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  m.  293 
Hammond     Fencing-claims     Compensation 

Bill,  w.  494 
Hansard  Reports,  m.  560 
Hillside  Workshops,  q.  81 
Linemen,  m.  266 
Local  Bills,  q.  551 
Mail  Contracts,  q.  329 
^lidland  Railway,  m.  617 
Monday  Sittings,  q.  219 
North  Dunedin    Cemetery  Extension   Bill, 

2b.  162 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  142 
Otago  Central  Railway,  w.  543 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

388,  406,  410 
Railway  Management,  w.  104 
Savings  proposed  in   Financial  Statement, 

m.  167 
"  Unemployed,"  m.  489 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  439 

FiTCHETT,  Dr.  F.,  Dunedin  Central, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  49 
Coal  Import  Duty,  264,  677 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  539 
Education,  m.  109 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  462 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  809 
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FrrcHETT,  Dr.  F. — continued, 
Financial  Statementi  m,  858 
Flogging  by  Warders,  q,  65 
Government  Fencing-claims  Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  132 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  125 
Midland  Railway,  m.  589,  609,  616 
North  Donedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

160 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

399,  407 
Police  Superannuation  Fund,  q,  65 
Seaoliff  Asylum,  g.  329 
Waimea  Bailway  Platelayer,  m.  438 

FrrzHEBBEBT,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Hutt, 
Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  q.  444 
Permanent  Militia,  q.  82 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  wt.  395 
Railway  Management,  q.  81 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  439 

Flogging  by  Warders, 
h.,  2.  (Dr.  Fitohett),  65 

Fores  t'tree-planting, 
/*.,  q,  (Mr.  Rhodes),  476 

Forwoody 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  65 

FoxUm  Wharf, 
fc.,  TO.  (Mr.  Wilson)j  222 

Franking  Powers, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Feldwick),  222 

Fbaseb,  Colonel  W.,  TJiafties, 
Address  in  Reply,  to.  49 
Metal  Extraction,  m,  328 
Representation  Bill,  Obs.  468 

Free  Railway -passes, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Pearson),  483 

Fruit  Importation, 
h,,q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  86 

Fulton,  Mr.  J.,  Taieri, 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  569 
Contagious  Diseases  Act  Repeal  Bill,  2b.  300 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  325 
Glove-fights,  q.  552 
Legislative  Council,  ?».  136 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  to.  446 
Local  Bills,  to.  19 

Midland  Railway,  to.  205,  595,  609,  615 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

162 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  148, 

144 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  to.  404 


General  Assembly  Library, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  McGregor),  85 


General  Post  Office, 
lu,  q,  (Mr.  Taylor),  80 

General  MaTiager  of  Railways, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  475 

Gisbonte  Harbour  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  15 

Gisbome  High  School  Bill, 
;».,  IB.  15;  2b.  139;  8b.  292 
Z.c,  iB.  325 ;  2b.  420 ;  3b.  471 

Glove-fights, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fulton),  562 

Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill, 
;i.,  IB.  15;  2b.  300 

Goldfields  Discovery, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Peacock),  261 

Goldfields  Police, 
h,,  2.  (Mr.  Seddon),  258 

Goldfields  Report, 
h.,q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  17 

Gold-saving  Machinery, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  63 

GoLDiE,  Mr.  D.,  Auckland  West, 
Auckland  **  Unemployed,"  q.  551,  552 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  667,  669 
Clubs,  q.  181 
Customs  Tariff,  to.  874 
Education,  q.  435 
Expenditure  on  Work  for  **  Unemployed,"  w.. 

298 
Government  Railway  Workshops,  ?;i.  543 
Ministerial  Residences,  to.  543 
Property-tax  Official  Bonuses,  to.  447 

Government  Buildings  occupied  by  Officials, 
7i.,  TO.  (lilr.  Tumbull),  447 

Government  Bills, 
h,,m.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  478 

Government  Business, 
h,,  TO.  (Major  Atkinson),  881 

Government  Fencing-claims  Compensation  Bill 
(see  Hammofid  Fencing-claims  Compensa- 
tion Bill), 
fc.,2B.130;  3b.  133 

Government  House, 
h„  q,  (Mr.  O'Conor),  296 

Government  Insurance  Funds, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  442 

Government  Bailway  Workshops, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  Goldie),  648 

Government  Settlers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  84 
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Oovemor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill  (No,  1)^ 
h,,  IR.  184 

Oovemor*s  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill  (No.  2)j 
h,,  IR.  627 

<jovemor's  Speech, 
h,,lO 
U,,  7 

Grace,  Hon.  M.  S.,  Wellington, 
Legislative  Council,  m.  428 
Wi  Tako  Ngatata,  ni.  291 

QR.VHAM,  Mr.  A.,  East  Coast, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  20,  52 
Financial  Statement,  m.  513 
Gisbome  High  School  Bill,  2b.  139 

•Grey,  Sir  G.,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  Central, 
Coal  Import  Duty,  w.  678 
Contagious  Diseases    Act  Bepeal  Bill,   2r. 

299,  800 
Dunedin  Insurance  Buildings,  w.  166 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2r.  314,  818 
Government  Business,  m.  882 
Government  Fencing- claims    Compensation 

Bill.  2b.  182 
Hansard  Reports,  m.  561 
Land  Bill,  Obs.  487, 488 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2r.  168 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2r.  124, 129 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  m.  447 
Limitation  of  Votes  Bill,  m.  163 
Macquarie,  Campbell,  and  Kermadec  Islands, 

q.  16 
Midland  Railway,  m.  208,  488,  562,  664,  582, 

688,  586,  690 
Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  167 
Point  Resolution,  m.  447 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

.389,  400,  414 
Samoa,  m.  166 
Sumner  Railway,  ?>i.  486 
"  Unemployed,"  m,  488 

Greymouth  Breakwater, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  679 

Oreyjnoutlir-Hokitika  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  371 

Qreymouth  Hydraulic  Cranes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  261 

Grimmond,  "Mr.  J.,  Hokitika, 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2r.  571 
Hokitika  Harbour  Works,  259 
Martin's  Bay  and  Okarito  Land,  q.  297 
Midland  Railway,  m.  202, 596 
Mikinoni  Water-race,  q.  257 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m.  416 

^Guinness,  Mr.  A.  R.,  OreymotUh, 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b,  566,  667 
Children  under  Six  attending  School,  q.  296 
Midland  Railway,  q.  108,  104 ;  w.  696,  624, 
625 


Guinness,  Mr.  A.  R. — continued. 
Ministerial  Residences,  q.  112* 
South  island  Native  Reserves,  q.  104 
Springfield- West  Coast  Mails,  q.  654 
Westport  and  Greymouth  HaAours,  m,  228, 

224 
Westport  Coal  Company,  q.  108 


Half-caste  Land  Claims, 
h,,  q.  (Major  Steward),  216 

Hall,  Hon.  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  - 
Adjournment,  m,  880 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  689 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2r.  318 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Listitutions  Bill, 

2r.  119 
Late  Mr.  Domett,  m,  221 
Midland  Railway,  m.  604 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

407 
Public  Debt,  m.  643 
Waitotara  Election  Petition,  q,  181 ;  m,  184, 

186 

Hall,  T. 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tumbull),  103 

Hamilton,  A.  McC, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seymour)  293 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin  South  (Chairman  of 
Committees,  H.  of  R.), 
Chairman  of  Committees,  Obs.  52 
Onohunga  Water  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  148, 157 

Hammond  Fencing-claims  Compensation  Bill, 
h.,  iR.  102  (see  Government  Fencing-claims 

Compensation  Bill),  Cons,  of  Amend.  492 
Lc,  iR.  133  ;  2r.  174 ;  3r.  825 

Hansard  Reports, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Samuel),  556 

Harbour  Defence, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ballance),  543 

Hart,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 
Legislative  Council,  m.  428 
London  School  Board  Scripture-lesson  Book, 

g.  679 
Tax  on  Totalisators,  m,  471,  473,  474 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars  Bill, 
h,,  IR.  16 ;  Dis.  887 

Heretaunga  Block, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  189 

Her  Majesty* s  Jubilee, 
h.  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  9 
I.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  9 

Hikutaia  Wages-men, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cadman),  85 
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niUside  Wbrkshopsy 
fc.,  g.  (Mr.  Fish),  81 

Hinemoa^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Gftllaghan),  260 

HiSLOP,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Oamaru  (Colonial  Secre- 
tary from  8th  October), 

Calif ornian  Thistle,  q,  81 

Cancerous  Cattle,  q.  544 

Clubs,  3.  181,  475 

Divorce  Bill,  2b.  469 

Dunedin  Mayoral  Election,  q.  434 

Electoral  KoUs,  q.  82,  83 

General  Assembly  Library,  q.  85 

Hammond  Fencing  -  claims  Compensation 
Bill,  m.  493 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 
2fi.  121 

Liandlords'  Bight  of  Distress,  q.  444 

Liicense-fees  on  Clubs,  q.  102 

Main  Beads  in  Town  Districts,  q,  551 

Melbourne  Exhibition,  q.  63,  581 

Midland  Bailway,  m.  616 

Mortgages  under  Land  Transfer  Act,  q.  67 

North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 
161 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  143 

Petitions,  m.  87 

Ponsonby  Postal  Delivery,  q.  86 

Preserved  Potatoes  and  Starch,  q.  295 

SeaclifE  Asylum,  q.  329 

Waitotara  Election  Petition,  m,  184, 186 

HoBBS,  Mr.  R.,  Bay.  of  Islands ^ 
Auckland  Special  Settlements,  q.  17 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  568,  569 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  324 
Government  Insurance  Funds,  q.  443 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  m.  447 
Old  Soldiers'  and  Volunteers'  Land  Claims, 

2.177 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Bill,  2b.  147 
Payment  of  Members,  m.  Ill 
Railway  Employes*  Board  of  Appeal,  q,  16 
"Unemployed,"  m.  492 
Vaccine  Lymph,  q.  88 
Village  Settlers,  q.  64 

HoDOKiNSOisr,  Dr.  S.,  Wallace, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  48 
Contagious  Diseases   Act   Repeal  Bill,  2b. 

800 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  306,  313 
Financial  Statement,  m.  278 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  122 
Invercargill  Government  Offices,  q.  257 
Midland  Bailway,  m.  204,  594,  612 
Privilege :   Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

887,  897 

Hogarif  Joseph, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Seymour)  474 

SokUika  Harbour  Works, 
/(.,  q  (Mr.  Grimmoad),  259 


Holmes,  Hon.  M.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  w.  57 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  365 
House  Committee,  m.  12 

Honorarixim, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  53 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Anderson),  181 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutiofis  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  15  ;  •2b.  113 

House  Committee, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  12,  62 

Hukerinui  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  178 

Hukcrimii  Special  Settlement, ' 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  18 

Hutchison,  Mr.  G.,  Waitotara, 
Bankruptcy  Fees,  q.  82 
Financial  Statement,  m.  501 
Importation  of  Stock,  q.  215 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  127 
Lineman,  m.  265,  267 
Melbourne  Exhibition,  q.  216 
Midland  Railway,  m.  195 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 

398,  410 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  439 
Waitotara  Lands,  m.  89 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  146 


I. 

Importation  of  Stock, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  138 ;  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison), 
215 ;  m.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  556 

Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  76 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  77 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No,  2), 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  188 
Z.C.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  Sb.  210 

Industrial  Schools  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  256 

Influx  of  Chinese  Prevention  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  62 

Inland  Freight  on  Coal, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  487 

Interpreters, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  82 

Intestate  Estates, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  553 

Invercargill  Government  OfficeSf 
h,,  q,  (Dr.  Hodgkinson),  257 
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InvercargUl  Waterworks  Reserve  BUI, 
h.,  iR.  15 

IzABD,    Mr.   G.    B.,    Welliitgton    South    and 
Suhtirbs, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  495 
Land  Administration  Act,  in.  Ill 
Midland  Bailway,  m.  568 
Private  Schools,  m.  447 
Torpedo-sheds,  Thomdon,  q.  217 


Jackson,  Major  W.,  Waipa, 
Financial  Statement,  vi,  519 
Waitotara  Lands,  tn.  89 

Johnson,  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.,  Wellington, 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2r.  176 
Library  Committee,  tn,  14 
Scab  in  Marlborough,  m.  579 

Johnston,  Hon.  John, 
Lc,  m.  (Sir  F.  Whitaker),  387 

Joint-stock  Companies, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  181 

Jones,  Mr.  F.,  Heathcote, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  49 
Christchurch  Drainage  Board  Reserve  Sale 

and  Exchange  Bill,  2b.  148 
Codlin  Moth,  q.  217 
Fire  Brigades,  q.  258 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2r.  121 
Sumner  Public  Works  Bill,  2b.  164 
"  Unemployed,"  m.  489 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyttelton, 
Clubs,  q.  Ill,  475 
Education,  q.  545 
Education  Boards  and  School  Committees, 

(7.554 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  302 
Election  of  Governors,  q.  65 
Fruit  Importation,  7-86 
General  Manager  of  Railways,  q.  475 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2r.  128 
License-fees  on  Clubs,  q.  102 
Property-tax  Exemptions,  q.  487 
Railway  Passengers'  Tickets,  m.  380 
Reciprocity  with  Australia,  q.  178 
Tax  on  Bachelors  and  Spinsters,  q.  486 

Juries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves).  103  ;  q.  (Mr.  Mills), 
216 


Kaikorai  District  School, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ross),  552 

Kaipara  Pilot-station, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  444 


Kamo  and  Kawakatoa  Railway  Construction 
Bill, 
h.,  iB.  102 

Kei:j:.y,  Mr.  W.,  Tauranga, 
Bay  of  Plenty  Land,  q.  477 
Thermal  Springs  District,  q,  219 

Kebb,  Mr.  J.,  Motueka, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  50 
Adjournment,  m.  68 
Domett,  late  Mr.,  tn.  221 
^lembers  interested  in  Native  Lands,  m.  89 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

158 
Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  157 
Wellington  Post  Office,  q.  17 
Wcstport  and  Greymouth  Harbours,  m,  2l2i: 

Korimako  Maori  Newspaper, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  551 

Kurow  Run, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Duncan),  296 


Lahmann,  Hon.  Mr.  H.  H.,  Westland, 
House  Committee,  m.  14 

Lance,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Cheviot, 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  308 
Speaker,  m.  2 
Sumner  Railway,  m.  485 
••  Unemployed,"  m.  492 

Land  Administration  Act, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Izard),  111 

Land  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  177,  487 ;  q.  (IMajor  Steward),  215 

Land  Boards  and  School  Commissioners, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  546 

Land-grants    to  discharged    Oovemment  Em- 
ployes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  138 

Landlords*  Right  of  Distress, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  444 

Land-purchases, 
h.,m.  (Mr.  Tumbull),  261 

Law  Practiiioners*  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  15 ;  2b.  124 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Peninsula 
(Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  of  Marine 
to  8th  October), 

Metal-extraction,  q.  326 

Rabbit  Extermination,  q.  581 

School  of  Mines,  q.  295 

T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  m.  447 
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IjAwsy,  Mr.  F.,  Franklin  Norths 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2r.  569 
Education,  Obs.  295 

Onehunga  Cemetery  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  146 
Short,  J.  q,  137 

Legislative  Council, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  211,  369,  420 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  16 

Legislative  CouncillorSf 
^.,  q,  (Mr.  Levestam),  145 

Legislative  Expenditure^ 
/».,  q.  (Mr.  Macarthur),  64 

Levestam,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Nelson^ 
Address  in  Keply,  m,  52 
Bell  Buoy  Light,  Nelson,  q.  545 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  576 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  73 
Education,  m,  107 
Legislative  Councillors,  q.  135,  &c. 
Local  Bills,  m.  20 
^lidland  Railway,  m.  607,  623,  626 
Nelson    Foreshore   Reserves   Bill,    2b.   140, 

141 
Nelson  Harbour,  m.  Ill ;  q.  543 
Paint,  q.  329 
Petitions,  m.  87,  88 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 

391,  405 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m.  442 
Waitotara  Election  Petition,  m.  185 

Lewis,  T.  W.,jun., 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  259,  329 ;  m.  445 

Library  Committee, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Johnson),  15 

License-fees, 
%.,  q,  (Mr.  Taylor),  476 

License-fees  on  Clubs, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  102 

Licensing  Commissioners'  Election  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  256 

Limitation  of  Votes  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  15 

Linemen, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Hutchison),  265 

Loans, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Moss),  222 

Local  Bills, 
h,,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  185 ;  q.  (Mr.  Fish), 
651 

Local  Bodies*  Revenue, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  77 

Local  Bodies  taking  Native  Lands, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Taipua),  432 


London  School  Board  Scripture-lesson  Book, 
he,  q,  (Jlon.  Mr.  Hart),  679 

Lost  Torpedo, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  215 

LouGHBET,  Mr.  A.,  Linwood, 
Education,  Obs.  295 
Financial  Statement,  m.  512 
Midland  Railway,  m,  596 


M. 

Macabthub,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Manawatu, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  505 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  113, 123 
Legislative  Expenditure,  q,  64 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  ^.^  Mount  Ida, 
Local  Bodies'  Revenue,  m,  77 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  2b.  467 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 
889,  396,  400,  406 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  T.,  Clutha, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  50 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  151 
Califomian  Thistle,  q.  81 
Catlin's  River  Railway,  q.  219 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  567 
Coal  Import  Duty,  w.  577 
Election  of  G(jvemor  Bill,  2b.  323 
Financial  Statement,  m.  286 
Main  Roads  in  Town  Districts,  q.  551 
Midland  Railway,  m.  621 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

160 
Registration  of  Electors,  q.  81 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  m.  548 

Macquarie,  Campbell,  and  Kermadec  Islands, 
h.,  q,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  16 

Maharahara  Copper-mine, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  257 

Mail  Contracts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  329 

Main  Roads  in  Town  Districts, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  551 

Manawatu  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  180 

Manganiahoe  Polling-place, 
h.,  m.  297 

Mantell,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Authorised  Report  of  Speeches,  m,  173 
Legislative  Coimcil,  m.  370,  421 

Maori  Race  Empowering  BUI, 
h,,  IB.  63 
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Mabchant,  Mr.  Q.  A.,  Taranakif 
Bush-firing  Bill,  Sr.  468 
Cancerous  Cattle,  q.  544 
Cattle-fences,  q.  215 
Civil  Service  Reform  Act,  m.  188 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  671,  676 
Divorce  Bill,  2r.  459 
Education  Franchise  Bill,  2b.  463 
Firewood  for  Locomotives,  q.  67,  646 
Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  478 
Government  Business,  m.  882 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  m.  294 
Hammond    Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2r.  131 
Linemen,  m.  266 
Midland  Railway,  m.  88,  596 
New  Plymouth  Railway  Sleepers,  q.  433 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  298 
Oamaru  Harhour  Board  Bill,  2b.  142 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Reserve  Bill,  2b.  148 
Platelayers,  q.  829 
Southland  Wool  Freights,  m.  548 
Westport    and    Greymouth    Harbours,    m. 

242 

Marine  Revenue^ 
7i.,  m.  (Mr.  TurnbuU),  261 

Maritoto  "  Gold  Find,'' 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  Cadman),  435 

Marsden  Polling-places^ 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  330 

Martin's  Bay  and  Okarito  Land, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  Grimmond),  297 

Masterton  and  Greytown  Lands  Bill, 
/».,  IB.  431 

Masterton-Mangamalioe  TelepJione, 
/».,  q,  (Mr.  Beetham),  487 

McGbegob,  Mr.  A.  T.,  Akaroa, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  23 
Aid  to  Catholic  Schools,  m.  643 
Akaroa  Borough  Council  Reserves  Vesting 

and  Reclamation  Bill,  2b.  139 
Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  470 
General  Assembly  Library,  q.  86 

McKenzib,  Mr.  J.,  WaihenWj 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  44,  61 

McLean,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  366 
House  Committee,  m.  13,  62 
Legislative  Council,  m,  370,  420 

Medical  Men's  Fees, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dimcan),  476 

Melbourne  Exhibition, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seymour),  63;  q.  (Mr.  Hutchison), 
216  ;  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  681 

Members  interested  in  Native  Lands  ^ 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  88 


Menzies,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Authorised  Reports  of  Speeches,  m.  171, 174 
Dairy  Produce,  vi.  363,  367 
Honorarium,  q.  63 

Legislative  Councillors'  Attendance,  m,  474 
Pharmacy  Bill,  2b.  580 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  vi.  16 

Metal-extraction, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Larnach),  326 

Moat,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Rodney, 
Kaipara  Pilot-station,  q.  444 
Truck  System,  q.  377 

Monday  Sitting, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  219 

Monk,  Mr.  R.,  Waitemata, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  152 
Bonuses  to  Civil  Servants,  m.  643 
Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  469 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  667 
Civil  Service  Appointments,  m.  Ill 
Coal  Import  Duty,  w.  672 
Customs  Tariff,  7ti.  371 
Midland  Railway,  m.  Ill,  595 
Native  Land  Purchases,  m.  112 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  261 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2r.  144 
T,  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  q.  259,  329 ;  m.  445,  446 
Waitotara  Petition,  in,  185,  186 
Wanganui  Roads  and  Snagging  River,  m.  111 

Mortgages  under  Land  Transfer  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Feldwick),  67 

Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Pamell, 
Adjournment,  m.  70 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2r.  666 
Customs  Tariff,  vi.  371 ;  q.  477  ;  m,  634 
Education,  q.  257 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  310 
Farnall,  H.  W.,  m.  292 
Government  Business,  m.  884 
Loans,  m.  222 
Midland  Railway,  m,  695 
Newmarket  Railway-crossing,  q.  663 
Oamaru  Harbour  Loan  Bill,  2b.  142 
Onehunga  Woollen  Factory,  q.  218 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

416 
Railway  Employes,  q.  650 
Reduction  in  Wages,  q,  256 
Reduction  under  Special  Acts  and  Civil  List^ 

q.  259 
Show  of  Hfiuids  at  Nominations,  q.  442 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  q.  437 
Wellington  Patent  Slip,  q.  258  ;  m.  297 

Mount  Albert  Railway-crossing, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  376 

Mikinoni  Water-race, 
h,,q.  (Mr.  Grinmiond),  257 

Middle  Island  Natives, 
h,,  q,  (Major  Steward),  216 
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Midland  Railway^ 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  11 
h,,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  78, 188,  226,  581 ;  w. 

(Mr.    Marchant),  88;    q.  (Mr.  Guinness), 

103,   104 ;   m.   (Mr.  Monk),  111 ;   g.   (Mr. 

Ward),  216 ;  w.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  488,  662 ; 

Bep.  Sel.  Com.  666 

Mills,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers^ 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  263 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2r.  323 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  123 
Juries,  g.  2^6 

Ravensboume  Postage,  g.  476 
Working-men's  Trains,  g.  64 

Mines  and  Lands  Department^ 
h.j  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  67 

Mines  Billy 
K  q-  (Mr.  Seddon),  297  ;  iR.  326 

Mining  Companies  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  134 

Mining  Districts  Education  Boards, 
h.y  q-  (Mr.  Seddon),  267 

Mining  on  Private  Property, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  179 

Ministerial  Allowances, 
h.,  VI.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  188 

Ministerial  Residences, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  112  ;  Obs.  (Sir  J.  Vogel), 
221 ;  TO.  (Mr.  Goldie),  543 

Ministerial  Statement, 
h.,  wi.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),   6;   m.   (Major  Atkin- 
son), 6,  79 
Z.C.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  9 

MiTCHELSON,  Mr.  £.,  Eden  (Minister  for  Public 
Works  aud  Native  Affairs,  from  8th  Octo- 
ber), 

Advertising  on  Railway-cars,  g.  668 

Ashley  Traffic  Bridge,  g.  103 

Auckland  and  Wellmgton  Railway-carriages, 
g.  102 

Auckland-Helonsville  Railway,  g.  138 

Auckland  "  Unemployed,"  g.  553 

Cartage  at  Railway-stations,  g.  877 

Catlin's  River  Railway,  g.  219 

Christchurch  **  Unemployed,"  g.  64 

"  Delayed  "  Telegrams,  g.  214 

Dunedin  Railway  Employes,  g.  86 

Express  stopping  at  Waihou,  g.  179 

Firewood  for  Locomotives,  g.  67,  646 

General  Post  Office,  g.  80 

Greymouth-Hokitika  Railway,  g.  378 

Hali-caste  Land  Claims,  q.  216 

Hammond    Fencing  -  claims   Compensation 
Bill,  2b.  130, 132 

Hikutaia  Wages-men,  g.  85 

Hillside  Workshops,  g.  81 

Hokitika  Harbour  Works,  g.  269 
2-^8 


MiTCHELSON,  Mr.  ^.—continued. 
Eorimako  Maori  Newspaper,  g.  661 
Linemen,  to.  266 
Local  Bodies  taking  Land,  g.  432 
Members  interested  in  Native  Lands,  m.  88 
Middle  Island  Natives,  g.  216 
Midland  Railway,  g.  103 
Mikinoni  Water-race,  g.  268 
Ministerial  Residences,  Obs.  222 
Mount  Albert  Railway-crossing,  g.  876 
Nclson-Greymouth  Road,  g.  180 
Newmarket  Railway-crossing,  g.  664 
New  Plymouth  Railway  Sleepers,  g.  433 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  g.  482 
O'Brien,  M.,  g.  181 
Otaki  Natives,  g.  436 
Paint,  g.  329 

Peti  Taihuka  and  Others,  g.  296 
Platelayers,  g.  139,  329 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  g.  269 
Railway-crossing-Keepers,  g.  220 
Railway  Employes,  g.  660 
Railway  Employes'  Board  of  Appeal,  g.  16 
Railway  Employes'  Dismissal,  g.  80, 182 
Railway  Employes*  Fines,  g.  63 
Railway  Employes*  Holidays,  g.  16,  297 
Railway  Employes'  Sickness,  g.  80 
Railway  Freights,  g.  646 
Railway  Management,  g.  82 
Railway  Return  Tickets,  g.  63 
Railway  Sidings,  g.  68 
Railway  Tariff,  g.  80 
Refreshment  Cars  on  Railways,  g.  325 
Red- pine  Freight,  g.  216 
Rotorua  Natives,  g.  663 
Seaward  Bush  Firewood  Freight,  g.  83 
Short,  J.,  g.  137 

Southland  Wool  Freight,  g.  647,660 
Studholme-Waimate  Freight,  g.  177 
Temuka  Budge,  g.  644 
Thermal  Springs  District,  g.  219 
Truck  System,  g.  377 
T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  g.  269,  329  ;  m.  445, 446 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  g.  436 
Wairarapa  Firewood  Freight,  g.  81 
Wellington  Post  Office,  g.  67 
Wellington- Wairarapa  Rolling-stock,  g.  67, 

83 
Westland  Public  Works,  in.  267 
Westport  and  Greymouth  Harbours,  to.  222 
Wi  Tako  Ngatata,  Obs.  330 
Working-men's  Trains,  g.  64 
Vaile's  Railway  Scheme,  q.  138 

Municipal  Conference, 
/*.,  g.  (Major  Steward),  378 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill  {No.  1), 
IB.  16 ;  2b.  267 

Municipal  Corpmalions  Bill  {No.  2), 
h.,  iB.  431 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill  {No.  3), 
h.,  iB.  679 

Municipal  Expenditure, 
k.,  q.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  433 
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N. 

Napier  Harbour  BUlt 
A.,lR.  16;  2b.  148;  3b.  527 

Native  Committees  Bill, 
h.y  IB.  543 

Native  Lands  Administration  Act  Repeal  BiU, 
K  IK.  62 

Native  Land  Court  BUI, 
fe.,  IB.  102 

Native  Land  Purchases, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Monk),  113 

Native  Lands, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  112 

Natives  Dying  Intestate, 
he,  q,  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  171 

Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  68 

Nelson  Crown  Tenants  Belief  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  63 

Nelson  Foreshore  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  140 

Nelson-Qreymouth  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  179 

Nelson  Harbour, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Levestam),  111 ;  q.  543 

Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Thomdon, 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  458 
Education,  in,  107 
Financial  Statement,  w.  268 
Hammond    Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  131 ;  m.  493 
Legislative  Councillors,  m.  136 
Midland  Railway,  m,  587 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  141 
Permanent  Force  at  Point  Halswell,  q.  475 
Refreshment  Gars  on  Railways,  q,  825 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  m,  549 
Torpedo-sheds,  Thomdon,  m,  218 
Uncollected  Revenue,  m.  188 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  8b.  449,  627 
Wellington-Wairarapa  Rolling-stock,  q,  67, 

83 
Westport  and  Qreymouth  Harbours,  ?^^.  222, 

226 

Newmarket  Railway -crossing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  653 

Neio  Plymouth  Borough  and  Harbour' Board 
Street  and  Reserve  Excliangc  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  134  ;  3b.  527 
I.e.,  iB.  631 

New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Samuel),  556 


New  Plymouth  Railway-sleepers, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Marchant),  433 

New  Plymouth  Recreation  and  Racecourse  Re- 
serve Bill, 
;i.,  2b.  134;  3b.  527 
I.C.,  IB.  531 

New  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  15 

Newton  Flogging  Case, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  330 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako, 
I.e.,  m.   (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  291 ;   Obs. 

(Hon.  the  Speaker),  420 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Mitohelson),  330 ;  q.  (Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert),  445 

North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  158  ;  Com.  530 

North  Island  Trunk  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Marchant},  298  ;  q.  (Mr.  Turnbull), 
432  ;  w.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  447 


o. 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  141 ;  3b.  292 
I.e.,  IB.  325 

O'Brien,  M., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pearson),  180 

O'Callaghan,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Lincoln, 
Government  Business,  m.  381 
"  Hinemoa,"  q.  260 
Importation  of  Stock,  m.  566 
Interpreters,  m.  982 
Petitions,  m.  87 
Privilege,  m.  390,  404 

O'CONOB,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Buller, 
Buller  Coal  Reserve,  m.  111 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  264,  573 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  and  Subsi- 
dies, m.  297 
Government  House,  q.  295 
Local  Bodies'  Revenue,  w.  76 
Midland  Railway,  m.  608 
Westport  and  Greymouth  Harbours,  m.  228 
Westport  Harbour,  m.  76 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway,  q.  102 

Official  Publicatiotis, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Steward),  475 

Old  Soldiers*  and  Volunteers'  Land  Claims, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  177 

Old  Soldiers*  Land  Claims ^ 
h.y  q.  (Captain  Russell),  546 
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OuvEB,  Hon.  R.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  63 
Dairy  Produce,  m,  866 
Legislative  Council,  m.  218 

Onehunga  Cemetery  Eeserve  Bill^ 
;i.,  2b.  146;  8b.  580 
I.C.,  IB.  581 

Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  148  ;  Com.  529 

Onehunga  Woollen  Factory ^ 
/».,  2.  (Mr.  Moss),  218 

Opening  of  Parliament, 
he,  1,  4 
7^.,  1,  9 

Opuruike  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  15 

Obmond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  5 
Napier  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  148 

O'RoBKE,  Sir  G.  Maubice,  Manulcau  (Speaker, 
h.). 
Speaker,  m.  2 

Otago  Central  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fish),  543 

Otago  Central  Railway  Bill, 
7i.,  IB,  63 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  15 

Otaki  Natives, 
h.,  $.  (Mr.  Taipua),  485 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  Lands, 
he,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski),  79, 174 


P. 

Pahiatua  Village  Settlements, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  138 

Paint, 
h,,  q.  (^Ir.  Levestam),  329 

Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 
Crown    and  Native  Lands  Rating  Bill,  7n. 

222 
Education,  m,  108, 109 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  128 
Sealing,  q.  67 

Stamp  Duties  on  Native  Lands,  q.  544 
Whakarewarewa  School  Reserve,  m.  643 

Parkville  Special  Settletnent, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  259 


Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  627 

Parliamentary  Paper  Free  List, 
h,,  m.  (Major  Steward),  188 

Payments  to  Members, 
h„  m,  (Mr.  Hobbs),  111 

Peacock,  Mr.  T.,  Ponsonby, 
Bankruptcy  Act,  q.  67,  478 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  567.  569 
Colonial  Industries,  g.  432 
Deep  Gold-mining,  q.  217 
Financial  Statement,  m,  497 
Goldfields  Discovery,  m.  261 
Hammond    Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  132 
Hansard  Reports,  m.  557 
Gamaru  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  147 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Reserves  Bill,  Com.  298 
Gnehunga   Water   Reserves   Bill,  2b.   157; 

Com.  629;  3b.  530 
Ponsonby  Postal  Delivery,  y.  86 
Railway  Management,  m.  105 

Peabson,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Ashley, 
Ashley  Traffic  Bridge,  q,  108 
Corrupt  Practices  Act,  q,  181 
Free  Railway-passes,  q,  483 
G'Brien,  M.,  q.  180 

Preserved  Potatoes  and  Starch,  q,  295 
Speaker,  m,  2 

Pebcbval,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Christchurch  South, 
Adjournment,  m,  73 
Christchurch  **  Unemployed,"  q.  64 
Midland  Railway,  ni,  198,  588,  614 
Sumner  Railway,  g.  483 

Penny  Post, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  260 

Permanent  Force  at  Point  HcUswell, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  475 

Permanent  Militia, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  82 

Perpetual  Leases, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  653 

Pete  Taihuka  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  CarroU),  296 

Petitions  Committee, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  11 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fisher),  86 

Pharmacy  Bill, 
he,  IB.  325  ;  2b.  679 

Phabazyn,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 
Hammond    Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 
Bill,  2b.  176 

Phoenix  Assurance  Company,  of  London,  Bill, 
he,  IB.  210;  3r.  363 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


XX 


PLA 


[INDEX.] 


BED 


[1887 


PUUelayerSt 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  139 ;  q.  (Mr.  Marohant), 
829 

Point  Resolution^ 
h.y  m,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  447 

Police  Superannuation  Fund^ 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Fitchett),  66 

Pollen,  Hon.  Dr.,  Auckland ^ 
Autliorised  Reports  of  Speeches,  m.  173 

Ponsonby  Postal  Delivery, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Peacock),  86 

Preserved  Potatoes  and  Starchy 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pearson),  295 

Printing, 
Z.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  10 

PrivaU  Bills, 
h,,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  18 
7.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  134 

Private  Schools, 
fe.,2.  (Mr.  Izard),  447 

Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J,  Vogel, 
h.,  w.  (Major  Atkinson),  387 

Property-tax  Exemption, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  487 

Property-tax  Official  Bonuses,  dc, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Goldie),  447 

Property-tax  on  Bank  Deposits, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  TumbuU),  108 

Pyke,  Mr.  v.,  Dunstan, 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m,  677 
Deteriorated  Powder,  q.  84 
Lost  Torpedo,  q,  216 
Midland  Railway,  m.  662 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  6 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2r. 

169 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  2b.  464 
Statutes,  q.  17 
Sir  R.  Stout,  q.  139 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  m.  548 

Public  Bodies*  Leaseholds  Act, 
l.c,,  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  15 

Public  Debt, 
h,,  m.  (Sir  J.  Hall),  548 

Public  Works  Expenditure, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  269 

Public  Revenues  Bill, 
h.,  m,  53  ;  Ifi.,  2b.,  and  3b.  76 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  8b.  77 

Pukekohe  Borough  BUI, 
h.,  iB.  16 


Rabbit  Pest, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Cowan),  260 
Z.C.,  w.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  863 

Raiatea, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  79 

Railways, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Valentine),  166 

Railways  Construction  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  102 

Railway-crossing-keepers, 
h.,  q.  (^Ir.  Taylor),  219 

Railway  Efm 


Railway  Employes, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Moss),  660 


Railway  Employes*  Board  of  Appeal, 
7i.,  g.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  16 

Railway  Employes'  Dismissal, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  80, 182 

Railway  Employes*  Fines, 
h.,  q.  (l>Ir.  Cowan),  63 

Railway  Employes'  Holiday, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Bruce),  15  ;  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  297 

Railway  Employes*  Sickness, 
h,,q,  (Major  Steward),  80 

Railway  Freights, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  546' 

Railway  Management, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  81 ;  (^Ir.  Wilson),  104 

Railway  Passengers*  Tickets, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Joyce),  830 

Railway  Return  Tickets, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Cowan),  63 

Railway.  Sidings, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  68 

Railway  Tariff, 
h.,  ff.  (Mr.  Ward),  80 

Ravensbotime  Post  Office, 
fe.,  q,  (Mr.  Mills),  476 

Reciprocal  Customs  Treaty, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Cowan),  68 

Red-pine  Freight, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  216 

Reduction  in  Wages, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Moss),  266 

Reductions  under  Special  Acts  and  Civil  JAst, 
fe.,  g.  (Mr.  Moss),  269 
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Refreshment  Cars  on  BailwaySf 
h.,  q,  (Dr.  Newman),  825 

Registrars  of  Electors^ 
h.f  g.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  81 

Representation  Bill  (Colonel  Eraser's) , 
;*.,  IB.  77 ;  Dis.  486 

Representation  Bill  (Government), 
h.,  IB.  214 

Representation  of  Cities  and  Environs  Billf 
h.,  IB.  431 

Reeves,  Mr.  R.  H.  J.,  Inangahua^ 
Adjoamment,  m.  76 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  151 
Country  Volunteers,  g.  218 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  262,  671,  575 
Chinese,  g.  220 
Chinese  Poll-tax,  g.  66 
Customs  Tariff,  m,  872 
"  Delayed  "  Telegrams,  g.  214 
Domett,  The  late  Mr.,  Obs.  221 
Education,  m.  105 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  300 
Financial  Statement,  m.  273 
Gold-saving  Machinery,  g.  63 
Juries,  g.  102 

Midland  Railway,  m.  227, 609,  624 
Legislative  Councillors,  g.  135 
Mining  on  Private  Property,  g.  179 
Nelson-Greymouth  Road,  g.  179 
Owen's  Reef  Warden's  Court,  g.  215 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

407 
Springfield-West  Coast  Mails,  g.  477, 564 
Telephone  on  West  Coast,  g.  377 
Totara  River,  g.  215 
Waimea  Platelayer,  g.  440 

Reeves,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury, 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  14* 

Reeves,  Mr.  W.  P.,  St.  Albdns, 
Adjournment,  m.  74 
Customs  Tariff,  g.  538 
Education,  m.  106, 107 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.  82 
Federation,  g.  82 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  126 
Midland  Railway  Bill,  m.  590,  692,  623 
Private  Bills,  w.  19 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m,  398, 

403 
School-age,  g.  66 
St.  Albans  Constable,  g.  433 
Waimea  Platelayer,  g.  422 
Waitotara  Election  Petition,  g.  181 
Waitotara  Lands,  m.  89 

Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago  (Member  of  the 
Executive  without  Portfolio  to  8th  October), 
House  Committee,  m,  13 
Legislative  Council,  w.  369 
Library  Committee,  vi,  15 


Rhodes,  Mr.  A.  E.  G.,  Oladstone, 
Forest-tree-planting,  g.  476 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  118 
Temuka  Bridge,  544 

RiCHABDSON,  Mr.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Kaiapoi  (Minister 
for  Public  Works  to  8th  October), 

Education,  m.  105 

Hammond   Fencing  -  claims   Compensation 
Bill,  m,  493 

Lewis,  Mr.  T.  W.,  jun.,  g.  446 

Linemen,  m.  267 

Midland  Railway,  m,  195 

Municipal  Expenditure,  g.  434 

Privilege :  ^Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m.  391 
401 

Southland  Wool  Freight,  f .  549 

Waitotara  Lands,  m.  89 

RiCHABDSON,  Mr.  G.  F.,  Mataura  (Minister  of 

Lands,  Mines,  and  Immigration,  from  8th 

October), 
Auckland  Gumfields,  g.  431 
Bay  of  Plenty  Land,  g.  477 
Cheese-making,  g.  134 
Deep  Gold-mining,  g.  217 
Education  Reserves  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  299 
Forest-tree-planting,  g.  476 
Goldfields  Report,  g.  17 
Gold-saving  Machinery,  g.  64 
Heretaunga  Block,  g.  139 
Hukerinui  Land,  g.  178 
Importation  of  Stock,  g.  138,  215 
Government  Settlers,  g.  84 
Kurow  Run,  g.  296 
Land  Boards  and  School  Commissioners,  g. 

547 
Land-grants  to  discharged  Government  Em- 

ploy6s,  g.  138 
Maharahara  Copper-mine,  g.  257 
Maritoto  '*  Gold  Find,"  g.  435 
Martin's  Bay  and  Okarito  Land,  g.  295 
Metal-extraction,  g.  326 
Midland  Railway,  m.  562,  588 
Mines  and  Lands  Department,  g.  67 
Mines  Bill,  g.  297 
Mining  on  Private  Property,  g.  179 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 

g.  68 
Pahiatua  Village  Settlers,  g.  139 
Parkville  Special  Settlement,  g.  259. 
Perpetual  Leases,  g.  653 
Rugged  Ridges  Run,  g.  218 
School  of  Mines,  g.  295 
Sounds  County  Settlers,  g.  81 
TotaraRiver,  g.  215 
Village  Settlers,  g.  64 
Westport  Coal  Company,  g.  103 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway,  g.  102 

Richmond,  Hon.  J.  C,  Nelson^ 
Address  in  Reply,  61 
House  Committee,  vi.  14 
Legislative  Council,  m.  214,  368 

Reciprocity  with  Australia  y 
7i,,  g.  (Mr.  Joyce),  178 
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Roman  Catholic  SchooU  BUlt 
h.,  IR.  214 

Boss,  Mr.  A.  H.,  Rosl/yrit 
Auckland  Torpedo-sheds,  q^,  160 
Education,  q.  137 

North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 
161 

Rugged  Ridges  Rutiy 
;*.,  g.  (Mr.  Duncan),  216 

BussELL,  Captain  W.  B.,  Hawke's  Bay, 
Education,  m.  106 
Hogan,  Joseph,  Bep.  Com.  474 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2iL.  123 
Members   interested   in  Native  Lands,  m. 

88 
Midland  Bail  way,  Bep.  Com.  554 ;  m,  584, 

614,  628 
Old  Soldiers'  Land  Claims^.  546 
Westport  and  Greymouth  harbours,  w.  224 


s. 

Sale  of  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  431 

Salutes, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pyke),  17 

Samoa, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Taipua),  165 

Samuel,  Mr.  O.,  New  Plymouth, 
Adjournment,  m.  381 
Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  470 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  566 
Divorce  Bill,  2b.  449,  454,  460 
Government  Business,  m.  884 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  m.  294 
Hansard  Beports,  m.  556,  561 
Intestate  Estates,  Obs.  553 
LocGtl  Bills,  m,  19 

Midland  Bailway,  m,  562,  583,  588,  612 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  6 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board,  m.  556 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 

388,  894,  401 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  vi.  549 
Waimea  Bailway  Platelayei^s,  wi.  439 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  528 

San  Francisco  Mail  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  296 

Savings  proposed  in  Financial  Statement, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Ballance),  166 

Scab, 
h.,  7H.  (Mr.  Allen),  543 

Scab  in  Marlborough  and  Nelson, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  556 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Johnson),  579 


ScHool-age, 

h,,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves),  66 ;  q,  (Mr.  Seddon), 
260 

School  of  Mines, 

h.,q,  (Mr.  Lamach),  295;   m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 
556 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Legislative  Council,  m.  426 

Seacliff  Asylwn, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Fitohett),  829 

Sealing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  67 

Seaward  Bush  Firewood  Freight, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  83 

Seddon,  Mr.  B.  J.,  Kumara, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  34,  35,  40,  41,  50 
Adjournment,  m.  72,  380 
Advertising  on  Bailway  Cars,  q.  552 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  149, 152 
Bush-firing  Bill,  2b.  470 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  567,  568,  570 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  268,  573,  576,    677 

578 
Customs  Tariff,  w.  375,  376,  537,  538 
Education,  m.  106 

Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  307,  309,  319 
Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill,  2b.  300 
Goldfields  Discovery,  w.  261 
Goldfields  Police  g.  258 
Goldfields  Beport,  q,  17 
Government  Bills,  m.  481,  482 
Government  Business,  m.  382 
Government  Insurance  Funds,  q,  442, 445 
Government   Fencing- claims   Compensation 

Bill  (see  Hammond  Fencing-claims  Com- 
pensation Bill) 
Greymouth-Hokitika  Bailway,  q,  211 
Greymouth  Hydraulic  Cranes,  m.  261 
Hammond    Fencing  -  claims   Compensation 

BUI,  2b.  131,132 
Intestate  Estates,  q.  553 
Land  Bill,  Obs.  487 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  155 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  126 
Local  Bills,  m.  19 
Linemen,  m.  266 
Metal-extraction,  m,  327 
Midland  Bailway,  m.  208,  209,  210 ;  q,  214  ; 

m.  227,  247,  248,  262,  562,  592,  608,  609, 

610,  617,  620,  621, 622 
Mines  Bill,  g.  297 

Mines  and  Lands  Department,  q.  67 
Mining  Districts  Education  Boards,  q.  257 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  5 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  m.  268 
Nelson-Greymouth  Boad,  q.  180 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  142 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Beserve  Bill,  2b.  147 
Onehunga  Water  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  148,  156, 

157 
Petitions,  m.  87 
Perpetual  Leases,  q.  553 
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Sbddon,  Mr.  R.  J. — continued. 
Privilege :   Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

883,  390,  400,  401,  402,  403,  406,  407,  406 
Property-tax  on  Bank  Deposits,  q,  104 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  q.  259 
Savings  proposed  in  Financial  Statement, 

m.l68 
School-age,  q.  260 
School  of  Mines,  g.  295 
Springfield- West  Coast  Mails,  q.  555 
Supply,  m.  63 

"  Unemployed,"  m,  490,  491 
Vaccine  Lymph,  m.  88 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  m,  438 
Waitotara  Election  Petition,  g.  181 ;  1b.  182, 

183, 186, 186, 187 
Westland  Public  Works,  m.  267 
Westport  and  Gre3anouth  Harbours,  m.  226 

Select  Committees^ 
Z.c,  m.  62 

Sessional  Committees, 
h.,  w.  10, 18,  68,  79 
Z.C.,  m.  10 

Settlements^ 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  Smith),  297 

Seymour,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Waimea-Pictotij 
Famall,  H.  W.,  m.  292 
Hogan,  Joseph,  m.  474, 475 
Local  Bills,  m.  20 
Hamilton,  A.  MoC,  to.  293 
Melbourne  Exhibition,  q.  63 
Midland  Railway,  to.  683 
Sounds  County  Settlers,  q.  81 

Sheep  DiU, 
Z.C.,  iB.  542 

Shephard,  Hon.  J.,  Nelson, 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  176 
House  Committee,  to.  13 

Shipping  and  Seame/iVs  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  63 

Shop-hours  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  266 

Short,  J., 
K,q.(Ur.lMmy),137 

Show  of  Hands  at  Nonunations,  « 

h.,  g.  (Mr.  Moss),  432 

Shbimski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  59 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  Land,  to.  79, 174 
Tax  on  Totalisators,  to.  473 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  C,  TToipowa, 
Absentees,  g.  216 
Advances  on  Land,  g.  432 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  463 
Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  to.  446 


Smith,  Mr.  W.  C. — continued, 
Maharahara  Copper-mine,  g.  267 
Pahiatua  Village  Settlers,  g.  138 
Parkville  Special  Settlement,  g.  269 
Red-pine  Freight,  g.  216 
Settlements,  to.  297 
Waitotara  Petition,  m.  185 

Smuggling  TohcLCco, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  378 

Sounds  County  Settlers, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Seymour),  81 

South  Island  Native  Reserves, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Guinness),  104 
2.C.,  TO.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  420 

South  Island  Native  Reserves  BUI, 
h,,  IB.  266 

Southland  Wool  Freight, 
h„  q,  (Mr.  Ward),  647 

Speaker, 
h,,  TO.  (Mr.  Lance),  2 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  4 

Speaker-elect, 
h.,  Obs.  (Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke),  3 

Sfeakeb,  Hon.  the.  I.e.  (Sir  W.  Fitzherbert), 
Wellington, 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  77 
Her  Majesty's  Jubilee,  Obs.  9 
Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Obs.  387 
Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Obs.  420 
Opening  of  Parliament,  Obs.  1 
Wi  Tako  Ngatata,  Hon.,  Obs.  420 

Speaeeb,  Mr.,  h.  (Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke), 
Manukau, 
Address  in  Reply,  to.  33 ;  Obs.  63 
Adjournment,  to.  380 
Cemeteries  Bill,  Obs.  667,  568 
Coal  Import  Duty,  Obs.  572.  676,  578 
Customs  Tariff,  Obs.  533,  641,  642 
Education,  Obs.  296 
Government  Bills,  Obs.  478 
Government  Business,  Obs.  382 
Governor's  Speech,  Obs.  10 
Her  Majesty's  Jubilee,  Obs.  9 
Land  Bill,  Obs.  487 
Legislative  Councillors,  to.  136 
Local  Bills,  to.  19 

Midland  Railway,  Obs.  562,  582,  586,  595, 623 
Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  Obs. 

388,  399,  401,  405,  406,  407,  412,  414,  417 
Sir  J.  Vogel's  Attendants,  Obs.  879 
Speaker,  to.  2 ;  Obs.  3,  4 
Sumner  Railway,  Obs.  486 
Suptply,  Obs.  62 

Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  Obs.  437 
Waitotara  Petiti^on,  Obs.  186 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  Obs.  528 

Springfieldr-West  Coast  Mails, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  477,  654 ;  (Mr. 
Guinness),  554 ;  (Mr.  Seddon),  555 
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St,  Albans  Constable, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  483 

Stamp  Duties  on  Native  Lands, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  644 

State  Forests  Department, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Bruce),  548 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  0.  J.,  Canteibury  ^Member 

of  the  Executive  without  Portfolio  from 

11th  October), 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  420 
Greymouth  Breakwater,  q.  679 
Hammond     Fencing-claims     Compensation 

BUI,  2a.  174, 176 
House  Committee,  m,  12 
London  School  Board  Scripture-lesson  Book, 

g.  579 
Petition  Committee,  m.  11 
Printing,  m.  10, 11 
Rabbit  Pest,  m.  363,  864 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  14, 102 

Steward,  Major  W.  J.,  Wdimate, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  48 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  151 
Defence,  q.  444 
Education  Reserves,  m.  260 
Education    Reserves    Settlement    Bill,    2b. 

678 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  461,  462,  468,  464 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  309 
Express  Stopping  at  Waihao,  q.  179 
Financial  Statement,  m.  282,  284 
Government  Business,  m.  384 
Half-caste  Land  Claims,  q.  216 
Hansard  Reports,  m,  667 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  113 
Land  Bill,  q.  215 
Local  Bills,  m.  19 
Middle  Island  Natives,  q.  215 
Midland  Railway,  w.  585,  586,  608 
Municipal  Conference,  q.  378 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  142 
Official  Publications,  m.  475 
Parliamentary  Papers  Free  List,  m.  188 
Railway  Employes'  Dismissal,  q.  80 
Railway  Employes*  Sickness,  q.  80 
Studholme-Waimate  Freight,  q,  177 
Waihao  Half-caste  Grants,  m.  643 

Stewabt,  Mr.  W.  D.,  Dunedin  West, 

Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  668 

Education,  m,  109 

Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  305 

Government  Fencing-claims  Compensation 
Bill  (see  Hammond  Fencing-claims  Com- 
pensation Bill) 

Hammond  Fencing  -  claims  Compensation 
Bill,  2b.  131 ;  m.  494 

Hansard  Reports,  m.  557 

Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2r.  128, 130 

Leith  Valley  Schoolhouse  Mails,  q.  546 

Legislative  Councillors,  m.  136 

Lewis,  T.  W.,  jun.,  m»  446 

Local  Bills,  m.  19 


Stewabt,  Mr.  W.  T>,— continued. 
Midland  Railway,  m.  192, 193, 194,  582,  691, 

592,  608,  609,  610,  620,  621,  625,  626 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

168, 168 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  143 
Petitions,  w.  87 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  nt. 

893,  412 
Railway  Freights,  q,  545 
Waitotara  Petition,  vi.  184 

Stock  Branch  Officials, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wilson),  111 

Stout,  Sir  R,, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  139 

Stuabt-Mbnteath,  Mr.  A.  A.,  Te  Aro, 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  574,  576 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  127 
Midland  Railway,  m.  196,  610,  611,  622 

Studholme-Waimate  Freight, 
h.,  q,  (Major  Steward),  177 

Sumner  Public  Works  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  164  ;  3b.  627 
Z.C.,  iB.  531 

Sumner  Railway, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Perceval),  483 

Supply, 
h.,  m,  (Major  Atkinson),  52 

SwANSON,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Authorised  Reports  of  Speeches,  m.  173 
House  Committee,  m.  14 


Taiaroa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 
Greymouth  Breakwater,  g.  679 
Natives  Dying  Intestate,  q.  171 
South  Island  Native  Reserves,  m.  420 

Taipua,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori, 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  127 
Local  Bodies  taking  Native  Lands,  q.  432 
Native  Lands,  m.  112 
Otaki  Natives,  q.  435 
Samoa,  m.  165 

Tai\^anga,  Mr.  H.,  Northern  Maori, 

Adjournment,  m.  76 

Banks,  q.  103 

Divorce  Bill,  2b.  458 

Education,  w.  108, 110 

Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  305 

Financial  Statement,  m.  290 

Forwood,  q,  65 

Government  Fencing-claims  Compensation 
Bill  (see  Hammond  Fencing-claims  Com- 
pensation Bill) 

Hammond  Fencing -claims  Compensation 
Bill,  2b.  131 
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Taiwhanga,  Mr.  H.— continued. 
Heretaunga  Block,  q.  139 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2r.  122 
Korimako  Maori  Newspaper,  q.  551 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  127 
Members  interested  in  Native  Lands,  m.  88, 

89 
Midland  Hallway,  m.  597 
Native  Lands,  m.  112 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  in. 

889 
Waitotara  Petition,  fn.  186 

Tan^eb,  Mr.  T.,  Waipawa, 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  373 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  820 
Financial  Stotement,  m.  348 
Mansard  Reports,  m.  558 

Tax  on  Amusements^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetham),  d76 

Tax  on  Bachelors  and  Spinsters ^ 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Joyce),  486 

Tax  on  Totalisators, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hart),  471 

Taylob,  Mr.  B.  M.,  Sydenham^ 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  ^5 
Adjournment,  m.  72 
Auckland  and  Wellington  Kailway-carriages, 

q.  102 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  152 
Carta.g6  at  Bailway-stations,  q.  876 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  268 
Coroners,  q,  550 
Crown  Prosecutors,  q.  295 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  638 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  824 
Financial  Statement,  m.  288,  289 
General  Post  Office,  q.  80 
Government  Business,  m,  886 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  120 
Legislative  Council,  g.  16 
Legislative  Councillors,  m.  135 
License-fees,  q.  476 
Melbourne  Exhibition,  g.  581 
Midland  Railway,  m.  201,  598,  009,  619 
Kailway-orossing-keepers,  q,  219 
Smuggling  Tobacco,  q,  378 
"  Unemployed,"  m.  488,  489 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  q.  436 
Waitotara  Petition,  m.  184 

Teachers^ 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  217 

Telephone  on  West  Coast, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  377 

T^ure  of  Land  in  certain  Settlements  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  79 

Temuka  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Rhodes),  544 
3-68 


Thermal  Springs  District, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kelly),  219 

Thompson,  Mr.  R.,  Marsden, 
Auckland  Gumfields,  g.  431,  432 
Auckland-Helen sville  Railway,  q.  138 
Auckland  Special  Settlements,  m.  17 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  162 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  666,  569 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  571,  572 
Hukerinui  Special  Settlement,  m.  18 
Hukerinui  Land,  q.  178 
Marsden  Polling-places,  m.  330 
Ministerial  AUowajices,  &o.,  m.  188 
Privilege :   Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m, 

390,  391,  408,  411,  414,  415 
Sir  Julius  Vogel's  Attendants,  q.  378 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  Auckland  North, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  152 
Cemeteries  Bill,  2b.  667 
Customs  Tariff,  w.  376 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 

2.68 
Vaile's  Railway  Scheme,  q.  138 

Torpedo- sheds,  Thomdon, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Izard),  217 

Totara  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  H.  J.  Reeves),  215 

Triennial  Parliaments  Repeal  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  266 

Truck  System, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  877 

TuBNBULL,  Mr.  R.,  Timaru, 
Absentees,  m.  297 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  678 
Customs  Tariff,  vi.  372,  636 
Education,  m.  107 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  308 
Farnall,  H.  W.,  m.  292 
Government  Buildings  occupied  by  Officials, 

wi.  447 
Government  Business,  m.  384 
HaU,  T.,  q.  103 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  m.  293 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill, 

2b.  118 
Land-purchases,  m.  261 
Marine  Revenue,  m.  261 
Midland  Rq^ilway,  m.  78,  201,  202,  205,  689, 

620 
Ministerial  Residences,  Amend.  112 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2r.  268 
Native  Land  Purchase,  m.  112 
Native  Lands,  m.  112 
Nelson  Foreshore  Reserves  Bill,  2r.  140 
Oajnaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  142 
Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  166 
Petitions,  m.  86,  87 
Privilege :   Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

393,  403,  413,  414,  416 
Property -tax   on    Bank   Deposits,    q.    108, 

104 
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TuRNBULii,  Mr.  R. — continued. 
Savings  proposed  in  Financial   Statement, 

m.  166 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2fi.  146 
Waimea  Hallway  Platelayer,  q.  436 
Waitotara  Petition,  m.  185, 186 


u. 

"  Unemployed^** 

h.,  m,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  488, 489  ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 
490,  491 


Vaccine  Lymphs 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Hobbs),  88 

Valentine,  Mr.  H.  S.,  TTatZcaio, 
Government  Settlers,  q.  84 
Land  Boards  and  School  Commissioners,  q, 

546 
Midland  Railway,  m,  207 
Penny  Post,  q.  260 
Railways,  m.  166 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  q.  548 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  q,  485,  487 

ViUage  Settlers, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Hobbs),  64 

YogeVs  (Sir  J.)  Attendants, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  B.  Thompson),  878 

VOQEL,  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  Christchurch  North 
(Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General, 
and  Commissioner  of  Stamps  and  Cus- 
toms, to  8th  October), 

Address  in  Beply,  17,  25,  45,  48 

Adjournment,  m.  68 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  17 

Customs  Tariff,  q.  581,  642 

Domett,  the  late  Mr.,  q.  220 

Divorce  Bill,  2b.  453 

Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  308,  820 

Financial  Statement,  m.  170,  227 

Government  Bills,  q,  478,  483 

Imprest  Supply  Bill,  in.  76 

Legislative  Councillors,  q.  135, 137 

Linemen,  m.  266 

Members  interested  in  Native  Lands,  m,  89 

Metal-extraction,  q.  326,  328 

Midland  Railway,  Obs.  78 ;  m.  188, 190,  210, 
227,603,619 

Ministerial  Residences,  Obs.  221,  222 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  4,  5,  6,  79 

Municipal  Expenditure,  q.  433 

Newton  Flogging  Case,  q.  830 

Private  Bills,  m.  18 

Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 
417 

Raiatea,  q.  79 

Speaker,  Mr.,  m.  8 

Supply,  m.  52 

«*  Unemployed,"  m.  491 

VogePs  (Sir  J.)  Attendants,  q.  379 

Westport  and  Greymouth  Harbours,  m.  224 

Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  q.  437 

Waitotara  Election^  m.  187 


w. 

Waiapttr-Tologa  Bay  Telegraph, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carroll),  434 

Waihao  Half-caste  Grants, 
h.,  tn.  (Major  Steward),  543 

Waimea  Railway  Platelayer, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  435 

Wainiea  River-works  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  15 

Wairarapa  County  Council  Empowering  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  15 

Wairarapa  Firewood  Freight, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  81 

Wairoa  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  134 

Waitotara  Election  Petition, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  J.  HaU),  181,  182 

Waitotara  Lands, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hutchison),  89 

Walkeb,  Hon.  L.,  Canterbury, 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  867 
Education  Vote  Bill,  2b.  468 

Waleeb,  Mr.  W.  C,  Ashburton, 
Education,  m.  106 
Education   Reserves    Settlement   Bill,    2s 

299 
Local  Bodies'  Revenue,  nt.  77 
Metal  Extraction,  q.  828 
Petitions,  m.  87 
Privilege,  m.  392 
Railway  Employes'  Dismissal,  q.  182 

Wanganui  Harbour  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  145;  m.  447;  3b.  527 

Wangamii  Roculs  and  Snagging  River, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Monk),  110 

Wabd,  Mr.  A.  G.,  Oamaru, 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  49 
Coal  Import  Duty,  m.  262,  557 
Election  of  Governor  Bill,  2b.  824 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.  88 
English  Mails,  q.  83 
Hamilton,  A.  McC,  Rep.  Com.  294 
Hansard  Reports,  m.  556 
Landlords'  Right  of  Distress,  q.  444 
Midland  Railway,  q.  214 ;  m.  688, 606 
Privilege,  m.  408 
Railway  Sidings,  q.  68 
Railway  Tariff,  q.  80 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  g.  296 
Seaward  Bush  Firewood  Freight,  q.  83 
Southland  Wool  Freight,  q.  547 
•*  Unemployed,"  w.  488  • 
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Waste  Lands  Committee, 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens),  14, 102 

Watebhouse,  Hon.  G.  M.,  Wellington^ 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  59 
Civil  Ser^'ice  Keform  Act,  m,  133 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  364 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims    Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  176, 176 ;  m.  177 
Legislative  Council,  m.  214,  422 
Midland  Railway,  g.  10 
Petitions  Committee,  m.  11 
Pharmacy  Bill,  2b.  579 
Printing,  tn.  10 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m,  14 

Wellington  College  Bill, 
h,,  IB.  62 

WellingUm  Girls'  High  School  BUI, 
Ix.,  IB.  431 

Wellington  Patent  Slvpi 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Moss),  258;  w.  297 

Wellington  Post-office, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Kerr),  17 

Wellington-Wairarava  Rolling'Stock, 
h,,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  66,  83 

WesUyan  Methodist  Church  Property   Trust 

Bill, 
h.,  IB.  134  ;  2b.  214 ;  Sb.  447 
he,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  174 ;  1b.  471 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  BiU, 
h,,  IB.  62 

Westland  and  Qrey  Education  Boards  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  62 

Westland  Public  Works, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  267 

Westport  and  Qreymouth  Harbours, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  222 

Westport  Coal  Company, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Guinness),  103 

Westport  Harbour^ 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  O'Conor),  76 


Westport^Ngakawau  Railtoay, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  O'Conor),  102 

Whakarewarewa  School  Reserve, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Parata),  543 

Whitaeeb,  Hon.  Sir  F.,  E.C.M.G.,  Auckland 
(Attorney-General,  from  8t}i  October), 
Authorised  Reports  of  Speeches,  m.  172 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  15 
Hammond   Fencing  -  claims   Compensation 

Bill,  2b.  176  ;  m.  Ill 
Honorarium,  g.  53 
Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Obs.  387 
Legislative  Council,  m.  210,  421 
Midland  Railway,  g.  10 
Ministerial  Statement,  9 
Natives  Dying  Intestate,  g.  171 
Noake,  Leiut.-Colonel,  g.  133 
Pharmacy  Bill,  2b.  579 
Tax  on  Totalisators,  m,  473 
Waimea  Railway  Platelayer,  g.  437 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  14 
Wi  Tako  Ngatata,  Obs.  291 

Whttb,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Waikato, 
Codlin  Moth,  g.  219 
Famall,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Rep.  Com.  292 
Midland  Railway,  m.  227 

Wigmore,  R,, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Cadman),  447 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Foxton, 
Education,  m,  105,  111 
Foxton  Wharf,  m,  222 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Listitutions  Bill, 

2b.  120 
Linemen,  m.  266 
Manawatu  River,  g.  180 
Midland  Railway,  m,  227 
Railway  Management,  g.  104, 105 
Stock  Branch  Officials,  m,  110 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  m,  448 

Wi  Tako  Ngatata, 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  291 ;  (Hon. 

the  Speaker),  420 
h.,  Obs.   (Mr.  Mitchelson),  330;   (Mr.  Fitz- 

herbert),  444 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES. 


Jfxrst  Session  oi  tiit  ^trd\j  |parlia;mcixt. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  6th  October,  1887. 


Opening  of  Parliament. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
TuE  Ninth  Parliament  of  New  Zealand, 
yrhich  was  prorogued  on  the  10th  June  to  the 
8th  July,  was  thence  prorogued  to  the  15th 
July,  and  further  prorogued  to  the  31st  August ; 
and  was  dissolved  hy  Proclamation  on  the 
15th  July.  On  the  26th  August  writs  were 
issued,  and  Parliament  was  summoned  to  meet 
for  the  despatch  of  business  on  the  6th  October, 

1887. 

The  Parliament  was  opened  by  Commission. 

The  Legislative  Council  being  met, 

The  Commissioners — namely,  the  Hon.  Sir 
W.  FiTZHEBBEET,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  P. 
A.  BucKiiEY,  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  H.  Reynolds, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  M.  Wateehouse — took 
their  seats. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit  to  bo  pre- 
sent here  this  day,  hath  been  pleased  to  cause 
a  Commission  to  be  issued  in  order  to  the  open- 
ing and  holding  of  this  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  commanded  the  Clerk 
to  inform  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives that  the  Commissioners  desired  their 
immediate  attendance  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil Chamber  to  hear  the  letters  patent  appoint- 
ing the  Commission  read. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
being  come, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  pre- 
sent here  this  day,  hath  been  pleased,  in  order 
to  the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament, 
to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  passed,  under  the 
seal  of  the  colony,  constituting  us,  the  several 
honourable  members  therein  named,  his  Com- 
missioners to  do  all  things  in  His  Excellency's 
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name  and  on  his  part  necessary  to  be  performed 
in  this  Parliament.  This  will  more  fully 
appear  by  the  letters  patent,  which  will  now 
be  read. 

The  letter^  patent  wore  then  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— Honourable 
Legislative  Councillors,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  we  have  it  in  com- 
mand from  His  Excellency  to  let  you  know 
that  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  day  of  October  in- 
stant, at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
His  Excellency  will,  in  person,  declare  to  you 
the  causes  of  calling  this  Parliament  together. 
It  bemg  necessary,  however,  that  a  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  first  chosen. 
His  Excellency  requests  you.  Gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  repair  to  the 
place  where  you  usually  sit,  and  there  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fill 
that  high  and  important  office  ;  and  that,  after 
having  chosen  him,  you  present  him  on  Friday 
next,  at  the  Government  House,  at  noon,  for 
His  Excellency's  approval. 

Then  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives withdrew. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPKESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  6th  October,  1887, 

Opening  of  Parliament— Speaker— Ministerial  State- 
ment. 


OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

The  House  met  at  two  o'clock. 

A  message  was  brought  by  Leonard  Stowe, 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  the 
following  effect :  "  The  Commissioners  appointed 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  do  all  things 
in  his  name  in  order  to  the  opening  and  holding 
of  the  first  session  of  the  Tenth  Parliament  re- 
quest the  attendance  in  the  Legislative  Council 
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Chamber  of  the  members  of  this  honourable 
House  to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Accordingly  the  House,  with  the  Clerk,  went 
to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber;  and,  a 
Commission  having  been  read  for  the  opening 
and  holding  of  Parliament,  the  Commissioners 
directed  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Speaker,  and  to  present  him  next  day  at 
Government  House  for  His  Excellency's  ap- 
proval. 

Members  being  returned, 

The  Clerk  of  Writs  delivered  to  Francis  Ea,st- 
wood  Campbell,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House,  a 
list  of  the  members  who  had  been  returned  to 
sit  in  the  present  Parliament. 

Francis  Eastwood  Campbell,  Esq.,  Clerk  of 
the  House,  a  Commissioner  appointed,  by  dedi- 
vius  potestatcm,  for  administering  the  oath  to 
the  members,  did  a.dminister  the  oath  to  the 
members  who  appeared ;  which  being  done,  and 
the  members  having  subscribed  the  oath,  they 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

SPEAKER. 
Mr.  LANCE.— Major  Campbell,  I  have  been 
requested  to  perform  a  very  agreeable  task,  and 
my  only  regret  is  that  it  has  not  fallen  into 
abler  hands  to  do  it.  Before  I  proceed  to  that 
task,  however,  I  cannot  refrain  from  looking 
back  to  the  commencement  of  last  Parliament, 
when  we  were  assembled  for  the  same  purpose 
as  we  are  assembled  for  to-day.  One  of  those 
purposes  was  the  election  of  a  Speaker.  The 
election  of  that  Speaker  was  proposed  and 
seconded  by  two  old  and  very  distinguished 
members  of  this  House.  One  of  those,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  is  present  amongst  us  to-day ;  but 
the  other  is  not,  and  of  him  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words.  When  we  come  to  reflect  on  the 
great  struggle  that  that  gentleman  had  in  the 
early  days — ^in  the  earliest  days,  I  may  say — of 
this  colony,  when  we  come  to  think  of  the 
great  labour  that  he  underwent  with  unremit- 
ting and  indefatigable  zeal  in  laying  deep  and 
broad  the  foundations  of  colonisation  in  this 
colony,  when  we  think  of  a  long  life  spent 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  every  member  of  this 
House  will  agree  with  me  in  paying  the 
tribute  to  the  late  Mr.  Macandrew  that  he 
deserved  well  of  his  country.  Now,  every 
member  of  this  House  is  aware  of  the  vast 
importance  of  carefully  selecting  a  Speaker 
to  preside  over  our  deliberations;  because 
greatly  upon  that  distinguished  personage  de- 
pends the  good  conduct  of  our  deliberations  in 
this  House.  I  do  not  wish  to  draw  any  in- 
vidious comparisons  between  our  Parliament 
and  the  Parliaments  of  other  countries ;  but  I 
can  say  this,  and  I  can  say  it  with  conscious 
pride :  that,  go  where  you  will  in  countries  that 
have  representative  institutions  like  our  own, 
and  where  these  institutions  are  discussed — I 
say  go  where  you  like,  and  you  will  hear  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  spoken  of  at 
least  with  respect.  And,  Major  Campbell, 
to  my  mind  a  very  great  deal  of  that  re- 
spect is  due  to  the  many  eminent  men 
that   from   time    to   time   have   sat   in  that 


chair,  and  I  know  that  I  echo  the  sentiment 
of  this  House  when  I  say  that  Sir  George 
Maurice  O'Rorke,  whom  I  propose  to  be  elected 
Speaker  of  this  House,  has  been  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor of  those  eminent  men.  The  older  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  who  have  noted  his  strict 
impartiality  and  his  great  knowledge  of  the 
intricacies  of  the  law  connected  with  his  rul- 
ings— everybody  that  has  watched  that  must 
be  convinced  that  he  is  a  lit  and  proper  person 
to  fill  this  high  post,  and  I  think  that  to  a 
great  extent  the  high  position  we  hold  to-day 
amongst  the  Parliaments  of  the  world  is  due 
to  that  gentleman's  excellent  rulings,  and 
the  excellent  example  that  he  has  set  us  for 
many  years  during  the  time  that  he  has  sat  in 
that  chair.  Sir,  I  shall  say  no  more  than  this : 
that  it  is  with  very  sincere  and  heartfelt  satis- 
faction that  I  have  the  honour  to-day  of  pro- 
posing Sir  George  Maurice  O'Horke  to  be  the 
Speaker  of  this,  the  Tenth  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  PEARSON.— Major  Campbell,  after  the 
very  excellent  and  eloquent  speech  that  has 
been  delivered  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Cheviot,  I  rise  to  second  the  motion 
that  he  has  proposed,  and  I  think  that  we  are 
indeed  fortunate  in  having  amongst  us  one  who 
possesses  such  exceptional  qualifications  for  the 
Spealcership  of  this  House.  Those  who  have 
had  the  advantage  and,  I  might  say,  the  privi- 
lege of  sitting  under  him  know  with  what 
urbanity,  and  at  the  same  time  dignity  and 
firmness,  he  has  presided  over  our  counsels  in 
this  Chamber;  and  I  feel  that  he  has  in  no 
small  degree  contributed  to  the  maintenance 
of  that  high  tone  that  has  always  characterized 
the  proceedings  of  the  New  Zealand  House  of 
Representatives.  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE.  —  Major  Camp- 
bell, I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  (Mr.  Lance), 
who  has  proposed  me  as  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  (Mr.  Pearson), 
who  has  seconded  that  proposal,  for  the  terms 
— too  flattering,  indeed — in  which  they  have 
spoken  of  my  past  services  as  Speaker  of  the 
House.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honour 
which  it  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  me  —  an 
honour  that  is  enhanced  by  this  being  the 
fifth  time  that  the  Speakership  of  this  House 
has  been  oflered  to  me.  Although  I  have 
attained  the  position  of  being  the  senior 
member  of  this  House,  I  am  quite  aware 
that  the  office  of  Speaker  is  not  attainable 
by  seniority,  but  is  entirely  the  free  gift  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. Familiar  though  I  am  with  the  duties 
of  the  office,  I  feel  as  strongly  now  as  I  did 
when  first  nominated  to  that  position  that 
the  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  members 
of  this  House.  Without  their  assistance  and 
constant  and  cordial  co-operation  my  power 
to  control  the  proceedings  of  the  House  would 
be  weak  indeed.  But,  feeling  that  you  will  re- 
pose in  me  your  confidence  and  extend  to  me 
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your  co-operation,  I  am  emboldened,  if  such  be 
your  pleasure,  to  re-enter  on  the  duties  of  the 
Speaker  of  this  honourable  House.  It  will  be 
my  earnest  endeavour,  while  occupying  the 
Speaker's  chair,  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  tho 
House,  to  promote  its  business,  and  to  protect 
the  privileges  of  its  members,  and  to  strive  as 
far  as  in  me  lies  to  combine  firmness  with 
courtesy,  to  be  decisive  and  yet  conciliatory, 
and  always  to  feel  thac  my  power  lies  not  in 
being  over  you,  but  in  being  one  of  you.  I  beg 
to  .submit  myself  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House. 

The  honourable  gentleman  was  then  led  to 
tho  chair  bv  his  proposer  and  seconder. 

Mr.  SPEAKER-ELECT.—Gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  before  I  am  installed 
in  the  Speaker's  chair  I  desire  again  to  repeat 
my  acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  honour 
you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  re-electing  mo 
to  preside  over  your  deliberations.  In  re-enter- 
ing upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Speaker,  I 
feel  how  little  competent  I  should  be  to  satis- 
factorily discharge  those  duties  unless  I  could, 
while  occupying  the  Speaker's  chair,  divest 
myself  of  all  party  predilections.  I  am  filled 
with  tho  consciousness  that,  whatever  may 
have  been  my  shortcomings,  I  have  not  been 
open  to  reproach  for  partiality  to  one  side  or 
the  other.  My  object  has  ever  been,  whether 
in  the  Speaker's  chair  or  in  the  chair  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  hold  the 
balance  between  parties  with  an  impartial 
hand,  and  so  to  administer  the  rules  of  our 
House  that  each  side  should  have  at  my  hands 
the  fullest  fair-play.  That  periods  of  excite- 
ment may  arise  in  this  House  is  a  circumstance 
we  all  must  expect ;  but  it  will  bo  my  endeavour 
at  all  times  to  moderate  the  heat  of  debate,  to 
assuage  tho  animosities  that  may  temporarily 
be  aroused,  and  to  soften  any  asperities  that 
may  occasionally  arise.  That  there  are  diffi- 
culties in  modern  times  incidental  to  par- 
liamentary government  none  can  deny;  but 
hitherto  it  can  be  tho  boast  of  New  Zealand 
that  the  law  and  custom  of  Parliament  which 
we  brought  with  us  to  these  shores  have  been 
sufficient  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  and  that  there  has  been  found  no  need 
to  introduce  here  those  innovations  in  the  con- 
duct of  parliamentary  business  which  other 
Assemblies  have  found  it  necessary  to  devise. 
That  we  have  been  able  to  dispense  with 
those  innovations  must  be  attributable  to 
the  forbearance  members  exercise  towards 
one  another,  and  to  the  concessions  which 
political  parties  are  ready  to  make  in  order 
to  preserve  the  dignity  of  our  proceedings. 
Looking  around  the  House  I  can  hardly  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  personal  regret  at 
missing  many  of  our  old  members.  I  miss 
from  this  side  of  the  House  gentlemen  who 
held  commanding  positions  in  this  House.  I 
miss  from  the  other  side  of  the  House  gentle- 
men whose  sterling  qualities  as  members  won 
high  esteem.  I  miss  from  the  cross-benches 
many  familiar  faces.  But  I  console  myself 
by  cherishing  the  hope  that  their  successors 
will  strive  to  emulate  the  example  of  their  pre- 
decessors, and  that  they  will  well  and  ably 


sustain  the  part  they  have  been  chosen  to 
fulfil. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  it  is  my  pleasant  privi- 
lege to  offer  you  my  warm  congratulations  on 
the  fact  of  your  election  to  the  Speakership  of 
this  House  for  the  fifth  time  consecutively. 
The  unanimity  with  which  that  appointment 
has  been  made,  and  the  acclamations  with 
which  it  has  been  received,  speak  far  more 
eloquently  than  any  words  I  can  employ  of 
the  high  sense  which  the  House  has  of  your 
ability,  your  urbanity,  your  inflexible  impar- 
tiality, and,  above  all,  of  the  confidence  which 
honourable  members  feel  that  the  honour  and 
privileges  of  the  House  will  be  safe  in  your 
keeping.  Sir,  I  feel  with  you  that  as  each 
Parliament  passes  on  we  do  not  stand  still. 
Age  comes  upon  us,  and  those  who  may  have 
rendered  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  services  in 
Parliament  will  have  to  give  way  sooner  or 
later,  and  perhaps  not  much  later,  to  those 
young  men  who  will  have  in  their  keeping  the 
honour  and  prosperity  of  the  colony.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  in  public  life  it  is  very  much 
like  private  life,  as  expressed  in  the  lines, — 

We  think  our  fathers  fools,  so  wise  we  grow  ;— 
Our  wiser  sons  no  doubt  will  think  us  so. 

At  any  rate,  1  feel  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  future  of  tho  colony,  passing  as  it  will  into 
the  hands  of  educated  young  New  Zealand.  It 
only  remains  for  me  to  say  that  I  hope  you  will 
enjoy  on  many  successive  occasions  like  the 
present  the  evidence  afforded  by  succeeding 
Parliaments  of  their  desire  to  give  you  the  very 
highest  position  in  their  power  to  offer. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  too,  Sir,  must  add  my 
congratulations,  both  to  you  ajid  to  the  House, 
upon  the  very  fortunate  occurrence  of  your  fifth 
election  to  this  office.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  sit  under  your  direction  as  Speaker  for  a 
great  number  of  yeetrs,  and  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  so  sitting  at  a  time  when  great  poli- 
tical excitement  occurred  in  this  House — at  the 
time  when  the  provinces  were  abolished.  Then, 
Sir,  you  held  very  pronounced  opinions  indeed 
from  the  provincial  point  of  view;  and  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  very  strongly  for  the  abolition 
of  the  provinces :  and  I  have  felt  that  the  coun- 
try owed  you  a  very  great  debt  of  gratitude  in 
that  at  that  time  you  showed  a  complete  power 
to  abrogate  all  personal  and  party  feelings,  and 
to  administer  impartially  the  high  Oifico  you 
then  held  in  this  House.  Sir,  that  marked  you, 
in  my  opinion,  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
office  you  have  now  and  so  often  before  been 
elected  to.  I,  Sir,  speaking  as  a  member  who 
has  sat  under  all  the  Speakers  of  this  House 
except  one,  hope  that  wo  may  long  continue  to 
have  the  benefit  of  your  services ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  young  New  Zealand  mem- 
bers now  returned  to  the  House  will,  by  follow- 
ing your  advice  and  guidance,  attain  to  tho 
position  which  the  older  members,  as  pointed 
out  by  you,  are  gradually  attaining ;  and,  with 
that  guidance  and  that  force  of  character 
which  they  now  possess,  we  shall  find  New 
Zealand  continually  passing  on  to  better  and 
better. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  desire  to  express  my 
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high  appreciation  of  the  congratulations  which 
have  been  accorded  to  me  on  my  being  re- 
elected as  Speaker  of  this  House,  and  I  shall 
ever  bear  in  grateful  remembrance  the  cor- 
diality and  unanimity  that  have  characterized 
the  proceedings  connected  with  my  election 
this  day  to  the  Speaker's  chair. 

:ministerial  statement. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  it  is  with  unspeakable 
regret  that  I  feel  that  the  duty  of  moving 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  which  I  am 
about  to  propose,  falls  upon  me  because  of 
the  absence  of  my  honourable  colleague  the 
Premier.  That  regret  at  his  absence  I  am  sure 
is  shared  by  a  large  majority  of  members  of  this 
House,  and  a  large  majority  of  persons  through- 
out the  colony  ;  and,  of  course,  it  will  be  well 
understood  that  in  saying  so  I  do  not  in  any 
way  make  any  reflection  upon  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  taken  his  place.  On  Friday 
last  the  Premier  placed  in  the  hands  of  His 
Excellency  the  resignation  of  the  Government, 
and  the  Governor  asked  him  to  hold  office  till 
the  appointment  of  our  successors.  Without 
asking  advice  His  Excellency  sent  for  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  Major  Atkin- 
son. That  honourable  member,  I  believe  it  is 
well  known,  has  undertaken  the  task  of  forming 
a  Government,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with  his 
wish  that  I  now  ask  that  the  House  do  adjourn 
till  half-past  seven  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Major  ATKINSON.—It  is  true.  Sir,  that  His 
Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  send  forme, 
and  to  ask  me  to  undertake  the  task  of  forming 
a  Government.  In  the  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  I  have  not  felt  myself  at 
liberty  to  undertake  such  a  task,  but  I  have 
asked  His  Excellency  for  sufficient  time  to  con- 
sult those  gentlemen  who  have  been  returned 
as  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Stout- Vogel 
Government.  I  shall  consult  them  shortly 
upon  the  question,  and  I  hope  by  Tuesday  next 
to  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  statement  as  to 
what  intentions  that  party  may  have,  and  I 
therefore  second  the  motion  for  the  eidjoum- 
ment  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  11th  October,  1867. 


Opening  of  Parliamont. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEEHtook  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

OPENING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  informing  the  Council  that  it  was 
inconvenient  for  him  to  declare  his  reasons 
that  day  for  calling  Parliament  together,  but 
that  he  would  do  so  on  Wednesday,  the  12th 
day  of  October,  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  three  o'clock  p.m. 
Mr,  Sjpeaker 


HOUSE    OF  BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  11th  October,  1887. 


Mr.  Speaker— Adjournment— Ministerial  Statement. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Praters. 

MR.  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  report  to  the 
House  that  on  Friday  last,  accompanied  by 
my  proposer  and  seconder  of  the  previous  day, 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  I  waited  upon 
His  Excellency  to  communicate  to  him  my 
election  as  Speaker  of  this  House,  which  I  did 
in  these  words : — 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency:  In  obedi- 
ence to  your  Excellency's  commands,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  undoubted  right  and  privilege,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  as 
the  object  of  their  choice,  I  now  present  myself 
to  you  and  submit  myself  for  your  Excellency's 
approbation." 

His  Excellency  confirmed  and  approved  that 
appointment  in  these  words : — 

**  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that 
I  approve  and  confirm,  on  behalf  of  the  Queen, 
the  choice  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  made  in  your  person. 

*'  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  election  to 
this  distinguished  position,  marking,  as  it  does, 
the  appreciation  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  impartiality  and  ability  with  which 
you  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office." 

Mr.  Speaker  also  stated  that  ho  then  further 
addressed  His  Excellency,  and  claimed  the 
usual  privileges  for  the  House,  in  these  words : 

"  Thanking  your  Excellency  fot  your  ap- 
probation of  the  choice  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  me  to  be  their  Speaker,  I 
have  now,  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  New  Zealand,  to  lay  claim  to  all 
their  privileges,  and  especially  to  freedom  of 
speech  in  debate,  and  to  free  access  to  your 
Excellency  whenever  occasion  may  require  it, 
and  that  the  most  favourable  construction  may 
bo  put  on  all  their  proceedings." 

To  which  His  Excellency  replied  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  I  confirm,  on  behalf  of  the  Queen,  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  same  extent  as  they  have  been 
granted  hitherto.  I  also  assure  you  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  will  always  have 
ready  access  to  me,  and  that  I  will  at  all  times 
place  the  most  favourable  construction  on  their 
proceedings." 

Mr.  Speaker  then  said,  —  I  desire  again  to 
repeat  my  very  respectful  acknowledgments  to 
the  House  for  the  high  honour  they  have  done 
me  in  re-electing  me  to  the  Speaker's  chair.  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to-day  to  call  on  mem- 
bers to  present  petitions  or  to  give  notices  of 
motion.  Beyond  the  election  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  the  House  is  unable  to  proceed 
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to  any  other  basiness  until  His  Excellency 
shall  have  announced  in  his  Speech  the  causes 
of  his  calling  Parliament  together. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  informing  the  House  that  it  was 
inconvenient  for  him  to  declare  his  reasons  that 
day  for  calling  Parliament  together,  but  that 
he  would  do  so  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  day 
of  October,  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— When  the  House  last 
met  I  had  the  honour  of  informing  it  that  His 
Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  send  for  me, 
and  to  ask  me  to  construct  a  Government.  I 
was  not  then  in  a  position,  as  I  informed  the 
House,  to  take  any  steps  until  I  had  consulted 
the  gentlemen  who  had  been  returned  pledged 
to  retrenchment  and  against  the  policy  of  the 
late  Government.  But  after  coftsultation  with 
that  party,  and  at  its  request,  I  undertook  the 
formation  of  a  Government.  I  have  succeeded 
in  forming  a  Government,  and  the  members  of 
it  and  the  offices  they  hold  are  as  follow:  I 
myself  am  Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer; 
Mr.  Mitchelson  is  Minister  for  Public  Works 
and  Native  Minister;  Mr.  Hislop  is  Colonial 
Secretary;  Mr.  Fergus  is  Minister  of  Justice 
and  Minister  of  Defence ;  Mr.  Fisher  is  Minister 
of  Education  ;  and  Mr.  George  Frederick  Rich- 
ardson is  Minister  of  Lands,  Minister  of  Im- 
migration, and  Minister  of  Mines.  The  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  in  the  Upper  House, 
is  Attorney-General ;  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
in  the  Upper  House,  has  taken  a  seat  in  the 
Executive  Council  without  portfolio.  I  pro- 
pose to-morrow,  after  His  Excellency  has  de- 
clared his  reasons  for  calling  Parliament  to- 
gether, to  state  the  course  of  business  which 
the  Government  will  ask  the  House  to  accept ; 
and  I  now  move,  That  the  House,  at  its  rising, 
do  adjourn  till  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  did  not  catch  who  was  to 
be  Postmaster-General. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  am  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  shoujd  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier if  it  is  his  intention  to-morrow  to  ask  the 
House  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight.  The  southern 
steamers  leave  to-morrow,  and  it  would  be  a 
convenience  to  know.  Seeing  we  are  all  Go- 
vernment supporters  Just  now,  it  would  be  just 
as  well  if  we  were  informed  at  once  what  are  the 
intentions  of  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON. — If  it  is  any  convenience 
to  the  House  I  shall  be  happy  to  make  a  state- 
ment as  to  what  the  Government  propose  to 
do;  and,  as  we  have  such  a  large  number  of 
supporters  in  the  House,  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  my  making  that  statement.  The 
course  which  the  Government  propose  to  ask 
the  House  to  follow  is  this :  To-morrow  we 
shall  meet  to  hear  the  resisons  His  Excellency 
has  for  sunmioning  Parliament.  Then  there 
will  be  given  notice  of  the  Address  in  Reply, 
and  also  notice  of  the  appointment  of  the 
necessary  Sessional  Committees.    On  the  next 


day  we  shall  set  up  the  Committees,  and  if 
possible  we  shall  adopt  the  Address  in  Reply. 
At  any  rate  that  will  be  moved.  I  cannot  say 
how  long  it  will  take  to  dispose  of  that  matter, 
but,  of  course,  if  there  are  all  Government  sup- 
porters in  the  House  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  adjourn  on  that  day.  I  shall  pro- 
pose, as  soon  as  the  Address  in  Reply  is  agreed 
to,  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Friday  fort- 
night in  order  to  give  me  time  to  prepare  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  shall  undertake  to 
submit  to  the  House  the  Financial  Statement 
on  Friday  fortnight,  or  at  the  latest — I  cannot 
bind  myself  to  a  day— on  the  following  Tues- 
day. I  think  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  view  of 
the  large  changes  which  the  country  is  de- 
manding, a  fortnight  is  only  a  very  moderate 
time  for  the  performance  of  such  a  task  as 
that  which  I  have  undertaken.  That  is  the 
course.  Sir,  which  I  shall  ask  the  House  to 
follow. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  no  wish  to  deny  to 
the  new  Government  any  facilities  which  they 
may  desire  for  the  performance  of  the  task  they 
have  undertaken,  and  which  they  may  have  a 
right  to  expect.  It  would  be  unfair  of  me  to  do 
anything  that  would  embarrass  them  at  all. 
But  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  an  adjourn- 
ment from  Friday  next  to  the  following  Tues- 
day week  would  give  a  considerable  amount  of 
time,  and  that  if  the  adjournment  were  until 
the  succeeding  Friday  it  would  come  to  this  : 
that  a  good  many  members  would  not  be  here 
until  the  Tuesday  following,  that  again,  so  that 
there  would  be  an  adjournment  of  very  nearly 
three  weeks.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  consider,  between  now 
and  to-morrow,  whether  he  could  not,  instead 
of  adjourning  for  a  fortnight,  adjourn  until 
Tuesday  week.  That  would  give  him  nearly 
a  fortnight,  and  would  save  a  week's  busi- 
ness. If  he  is  not  then  prepared  to  go  on 
with  the  Financial  Statement  on  that  Tues- 
day evening,  other  business  might  be  gone 
on  with;  and,  in  view  of  the  probability  of 
a  short  session,  and  of  the  near  approach  to 
Christmas,  it  would  be  of  value  to  honourable 
members  who  have  private  business  in  hand  to 
get  a  week  for  promoting  that  private  business. 
I  do  not  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  give 
mo  an  answer  at  once,  but  I  hope  that  he 
will  consider  the  matter  between  nqw  and  to- 
morrow, and  that  he  may  be  able  to  abridge 
the  adjournment  to  the  extent  that  I  suggest. 

Mr.  ORMOND.— I  would  point  out  that  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Premier  will  be  a  saving 
of  the  time  of  Parliament.  If  he  makes  his 
Financial  Statement  on  the  Friday  as  pro- 
posed, it  will  be  printed  of  course,  and  be  in 
the  hands  of  honourable  members  immedi- 
ately it  is  delivered.  Between  then  and  the 
following  Tuesday  there  will  be  time  for  con- 
sidering it,  and  then  the  debate  might  be  gone 
on  with. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  scarcely  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has 
put  the  matter  as  the  Premier  put  it.  I  un- 
derstand the  Premier  not  to  pledge  himself  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  


6 


Ministerial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement, 


[Oct.  11 


bring  down  the  Finanoial  Statement  on  the 
Friday  on  which  the  House  is  to  resume ;  and 
what  I  want  the  House  to  consider  is  that  we 
ore  asked  to  a.djoum  practically  for  three 
weeks,  and  then  we  have  no  pledge  that  the 
Statement  will  be  brought  down.  Let  honour- 
able members  look  back  to  what  happened 
three  years  ago  when  the  Stout- Vogel  Govern- 
ment was  first  formed.  Sir  Bobert  Stout  and 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  had  not  been  in  the  previous 
Parliament ;  yet  they  came  down  to  the  House 
within  a  week,  bringing  down  the  Governor's 
Speech  and  announcing  their  proposals.  Of 
course  those  proposal 9  were  challenged  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha ;  and  we  know 
the  result.  The  Atkinson  Government  was 
then  formed,  which  lasted  forty-eight  hours. 
Then  we  had  the  Stout- Vogel  Government  in 
again,  and  within  a  fortnight  they  were  ready 
to  go  on  with  the  business,  and  so  continued 
for  three  years.  Seeing  that  the  Premier  has 
been  continuously  in  Parliament,  and  that  he 
has  now  had  four  months  to  prepare  his  policy, 
and  that  he  has  the  results  of  a  Koyal  Com- 
mission which  was  appointed  to  consider  this 
question — for,  although  the  type  was  destroyed, 
still  he  has  the  manuscript  of  that  retrench- 
ment scheme  in  his  pocket,  I  presume — I  do 
not  think  it  at  all  fair  that  he  should  ask  the 
House  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
without  giving  us  a  distinct  pledge  that  the 
Financial  Statement  will  be  brought  down  on 
the  date  suggested.  He  may  bring  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  down  or  he  may  not.  We  may 
lose  a  fortnight  now,  as  he  suggests,  and  then 
when  wo  come  back  there  may  be  another 
fortnight  occupied,  and  we  shall  be  delayed 
another  fortnight,  until  we  find  that  Christmas 
is  here  and  nothing  has  been  done. 

Mr.  SAMUEL, — I  have  a  melancholy  recol- 
lection of  what  took  place  in  1884,  and  do  hope 
that  the  tactics  at  the  present  time  will  not  be 
a  repetition  of  the  tactics  of  that  time.  Wo 
know  that  wo  were  meeting  here  day  after  day, 
and  that  it  was  a  very  long  time  after  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  before  any  real  work  was 
done.  I  liope  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
occupy  the  Government  benches  will  prepaie 
their  policy  and  consider  it  properly  before 
there  is  any  attempt  to  have  it  discussed. 
They  have  promised  to  come  down  with  a 
scheme  of  retrenchment ;  and  I  hope  we  shall 
have  that  scheme  complete,  and  in  a  shape  in 
which  we  con  discuss  it,  and  that  we  shall  not 
have  adjournments  from  day  to  day  as  we  had 
in  1884.  I  am  quite  sure  we  shall  save  time 
by  such  a  course  being  adopted.  I  shall  be  one 
of  the  first  to  criticize,  and  criticize  severely 
if  necessary,  any  measures  they  may  bring 
down;  but  I  am  in  favour  of  their  having  a 
fair  amount  of  time  to  develop  their  policy,  for 
I  am  sure  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  satisfy 
the  House  and  the  country  unless  they  pro- 
perly consider  their  measures  before  they  meet 
the  House.  I  hope  therefore  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  a  fair  adjournment  being  granted. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  think  that  the  time  named 
by  the  Premier  is  the  most  satisfactory  to  all 
parts  of  the  House,  for,  as  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  member  for  Napier  has  observed,  we  know 
very  well  that  if  the  Financial  Statement  is 
brought  down  on  the  Tuesday  honourable  mem- 
bers will  require  time  to  consider  it;  the  de- 
bate cannot  be  taken  before  the  following 
Friday,  and  therefore  a  whole  week  will  bo 
lost.  Therefore  I  think  it  will  be  well  to  give 
Ministers  the  time  they  ask.  The  Statement 
can  bo  brought  down  on  the  Friday,  and  then 
there  will  be  Saturday  to  consider  the  State- 
ment. The  good  work  might  be  continued  on 
the  Sunday  and  Monday  ;  and  on  Tuesday  we 
should  be  in  a  position  to  debate  the  proposals, 
and  to  see  whether  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  such  as  we  can  support — whether  the 
Government  can  justify  their  claims  on  oux 
confidence  or  not.  I  think  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  the  Statement  should  be  brought 
down  on  the  Friday  fortnight,  and  I  trust  that 
to-morrow  tlie  Premier  will  be  able  to  assure 
us  that  ho  will  bring  it  down  on  that  day. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Nobody  could  be  more 
anxious  than  I  am  to  get  the  Financial  State- 
ment brought  down,  and  get  the  session  ended. 
But,  Sir,  I  and  all  other  honourable  members 
who  know  anything  about  the  task  we  have 
undertaken  to  perform  know  that  a  fortnight  is 
a  very  moderate  time.  If  I  had  asked  for  three 
weeks  or  a  month  the  House  could  not  in  jus- 
tice have  refused  me  that  time.  The  parallel 
which  some  honourable  members  wish  to  draw 
between  1884  and  this  year  will  not  stand.  ]My 
honourable  friends  came  in  to  carry  on  the 
government  as  it  then  stood,  simply  seizing 
the  Sinking  Fund  in  addition.  They  accepted 
all  my  figures.  I,  on  the  contrary,  have  to 
alter  every  figure  that  we  have  been  going  on 
for  the  Isist  tliirty  years.  The  time  I  ask  is 
therefore  a  reasonable  time :  in  fact  I  am  very 
much  surprised  at  my  own  moderation.  I  can 
work,  and  I  have  some  colleagues  who  also  are 
hard  workers ;  but  we  cannot  do  impossibilities. 
We  mean  to  do  what  we  have  said,  as  far  as 
possible;  and,  after  consideration,  we  have 
asked  for  the  shortest  time  that  is  reasonable, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  we  succeed  in  get- 
ting the  Financial  Statement  down  by  I'riday 
fortnight,  we  shall  accomplish  a  task  that  has 
never  been  previously  accomplished  in  a  New 
Zealand  Parliament.  I  do  not  pledge  myself  to 
Friday, — the  matter  is  of  great  importance,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  pledge  myself  to  a  day, — but 
I  will  do  my  utmost  to  get  it  down  on  Friday 
fortnight,  and  I  will  pledge  myself  to  have  it 
down,  if  not  on  that  Friday,  then  on  the  Tues- 
day following.  I  shall  be  as  much  disappointed 
as  any  honourable  mctnber  in  this  House  if 
I  do  not  succeed  in  getting  it  down  on  the 
Friday. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — I  merely  wish  to  say 
that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  in- 
troduced new  matter 1  do  not  propose  to  go 

into  a  debate  to-night,  but  I  do  not  wish  it 
to  go  forth  unchallenged  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  comes  into  office  with  less  dif&cul- 
ties  before  him  than  he  left  to  the  Govemmen 
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that  snoceedcd  him  in  1884  ;  and  I  would  also 
remind  him  of  this  :  that  he  spoke  so  certainly 
of  the  Address  passing  on  Thursday  or  Friday 
that  I  have  taken  for  granted  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  not  to  bring  down 
what  I  may  call  a  policy  Speech.  There  are 
two  kinds  of  Speeches  thafc  are  brought  down 
from  the  Tbrono.  Sometimes  a  Speech  is  such 
as  we  brought  down  in  1884,  which  developed 
the  whole  policy  of  the  Government;  but, 
according  to  modem  practice  at  Home — and  I 
believe  it  has  lately  been  adopted  generally — 
Speeches  arc  very  often  merely  indications  of 
what  will  be  the  nature  of  the  business  daring 
the  session,  without  involving  questions  of 
policy.  I  assume,  of  course,  that  that  will 
ix»  the  nature  of  tlie  Speech  which  we  shall 
hear  to-morrow.  If  it  should  be  a  Speech 
which  involves  large  questions  of  policy,  I 
merely  wish  to  remark  that  I  am  not  bound  by 
what  I  have  said  to-night  as  to  supposing  that 
it  will  pass  without  debate.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  later  class  of  Speeches  is  the  class 
an  example  of  which  the  honourable  member 
proposes  to  meet  the  House  with  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  have  only  to  say  I  am 
sorf>'  I  cannot  gratify  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's curiosity  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Speech. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  did  not  ask  you. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  No,  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  ask,  but  perhaps  he  thought 
he  could  get  it  without  asking.  However,  I 
am  not  going  to  gratify  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's curiosity :  he  must  wait  till  to-morrow. 
All  I  can  tell  him  is  that  it  will  be  a  nice  little 
Speech.  With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  that  I  introduced  new  matter, 
I  presume  he  did  not  hear  the  reference  made 
bv  one  of  his  followers  to  what  was  done  in 
1.S84. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  did.  I  spoke  of  new 
matter  introduced  after  I  had  spoken. 

Major  ATIQNSON.  —  But  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  represent  the  House,  nor 
does  he  represent  the  Opposition.  I  was  bound 
to  answer  other  honourable  gentlemen. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  did  not  complain  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man misunderstands  me.  I  did  not  wish  to 
complain,  but  to  set  myself  right. 

Slajor  ATKINSON. — But  if  every  honourable 
gentleman  is  to  set  himself  right  because  the 
Premier  has  to  answer  some  other  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  same  side,  I  venture  to  think 
the  debates  will  never  end.  In  reply  I  answer 
everybody  whose  speech  I  think  it  necessary  to 
answer. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  did  not  wish  to  have  a 
sqnabble.  but  simply  to  explain,  in  case  the 
remarks  I  had  previously  made  had  been  mis- 
nnderstood.  I  am  not  complaining  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  action. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  lionourablo  gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  make  such  explanations 
on  the  supposition  that  he  may  be  misunder- 
stood. The  honourable  gentleman  complained 
of  my  having  introduced  new  matter.  I  have 
not  done  so ;  I  have  merely  answered  one 
honourable  gentleman,  whose  speeches  I  dare 


say  I  shall  have  very  often  to  answer.  Then, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  how  wo  left 
matters  in  1884  :  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  that. 
It  is  not  of  interest  to  anybody.  When  I  make 
my  Statement  I  shall  put  before  the  House 
what  the  state  of  the  finances  is  now,  without 
reference  to  anything  else.  All  I  did  say  was 
in  answer  to  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Kumara. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
eight  p.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wedn€S(Uty,  12th  October,  1S87. 


Governor's  Speech— Her   Majesty's  Jabiloo— Minis- 
torial  Statcmuut. 


The  Council  met  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Shortly  afterwards  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
VERNOK  entered,  and  took  the  chair. 

A  message  was  forwarded  to  tlie  House  of 
Represcutatives,  desiring  the  attendance  of 
members  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives accordingly  attended. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
His  EXCELLENCY  was  pleased  to  deliver 
the  following  Speech : — 

HoNOUiiABLE  Gentlemen  of  the  Leoisl.^tivb 

Council,  and  Gentlemen  op  the  House  op 

Repeesentatives,— 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  meeting  you  in  Par- 
liament assembled. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able 
to  announce  to  you  that  the  ceremonies  on  the 
occasion  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty's  reign  were  celebrated  with  a  splen- 
dour unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  our  country, 
and  evoked  the  most  cordial  feelings  of  loyalty, 
enthusiasm,  and  public  reverence  and  respect 
in  all  parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

The  Imperial  Conference  held  in  London  to 
discuss  subjects  relating  to  the  prosperity,  ad- 
vancement, and  protection  of  all  interests  affect- 
ing Her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  con- 
cluded its  sittings  on  the  0th  Llay  last.  The 
results  of  its  deliberations  are  regarded  by  the 
Imperial  authorities  and  by  the  colonial  repre- 
sentatives as  being  of  a  satisfactory  nature. 
The  most  important  point  of  agreement  is  the 
determination  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient 
defence  of  Her  ^lajesty's  distant  possessions 
against  external  attack.  Papers  relating  to 
the  subject  will  be  laid  before  you. 

In  its  results  the  general  election  just  con- 
cluded points  to  a  firm  resolve  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  insure  effective 
and  substantial  retrenchment  in  the  cost  of  the 
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public  service.  My  Ministers  feel  that  it  is 
their  first  duty,  and  it  is  their  intention,  to  pro- 
pose to  Parliament  large  reductions  in  the 
public  expenditure  of  the  colony.  These  re- 
ductions viill  be  made  in  the  manner  lea^t 
calculated  to  produce  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ship. 

To  the  subject  of  land- administration  my 
Ministers  attach  great  importance.  I  am  as- 
sured that  they  will  make  unceasing  efforts  to 
secure  the  location  of  a  prosperous  class  of 
settlers  upon  the  lands  of  the  colony.  It  has 
been  well  said  that  New  Zealand  stands  un- 
rivalled among  British  possessions  as  a  field 
for  settlement ;  and  the  aim  of  all,  of  whatever 
political  creed,  should  be  to  promote  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  numerous  ajid  prosperous  agri- 
cultural community,  whose  industry  cannot 
fail  to  add  to  the  material  progress  of  the 
colony. 

As  a  first  step,  and  as  soon  as  practicable, 
proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you  to  render 
the  land-system  less  complicated,  and  to  make 
the  lands  of  the  colony  more  easy  of  acquire- 
ment in  small  holdings,  and  upon  such  tenure 
as  selectors  may  prefer. 

My  Ministers  also  recognise  the  difficulties 
under  which  some  small  holders  of  land  from 
the  Crown  are  struggling,  and  they  will  con- 
sider what  can  be  done  to  afford  them  reason- 
able relief. 

In  regard  to  our  railways,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  competent  to  judge  that  the  system 
under  which  the  railways  are  worked  is  un- 
satisfactory, and  it  is  believed  that  judicious 
changes  can  be  made  whereby  public  con- 
venience may  be  more  consulted  and  a  better 
revenue  obtained. 

My  Ministers  recognise  that  alterations  in 
the  tariff  are  required  to  remove  the  anomalies 
which  have  been  brought  into  existence  by  the 
altered  condition  of  things.  They  were  anxious 
to  have  laid  before  you  proposals  for  a  readjust- 
ment of  duties,  but,  until  you  give  your  opinion 
upon  their  measures  for  effecting  retrenchment 
in  the  public  service,  they  feel  that  alterations 
of  a  thorough  and  satisfactory  nature  cannot 
be  made.  They  will,  however,  during  the  com- 
ing recess  give  the  matter  their  careful  con- 
sideration, and  will  bring  before  you  measures 
dealing  with  this  important  subject.  As  the 
recess  will  necessarily  be  a  short  one,  the  time 
lost  will,  in  the  opinion  of  my  Ministers,  be 
more  th?.Ti  compensated  for  by  the  subject  being 
dealt  with  deliberately  and  thoroughly. 
His  Excellency 


My  Ministers  have  under  consideration  the 
necessity  of  amending  the  laws  relating  to 
Native  lands,  and  it  will  probably  be  necessary 
during  the  present  session  to  pass  some  measure 
of  a  temporary  character  to  allay  the  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  which  at  present  exists.  After 
ascertaining  during  the  recess  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Native  people,  and  after  weighing 
the  subj#3t  carefully  in  all  its  bearings,  com- 
prehensive measures  will  be  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

Gentlemen  op  the  House  of  Eepresesta- 

TIVES, — 

The  estimates  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
will  show  in  detail  the  reductions  to  which  I 
have  already  referred.  I  regret  to  say  that  at 
the  present  time  our  principal  source  of  re- 
venue— the  Customs — shows  no  signs  of  im- 
provement ;  but  my  Advisers  trust  that,  by 
limiting  the  public  expenditure,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  avoid  placing  further  burdens  upon  the 
people. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative 

Council,  and  Gentlemen   of   the  House 

op  Representati\T!:s, — 

This  the  second  session  of  the  year  being 
necessarily  held  at  an  inconvenient  period,  and 
under  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  submit  for  your  consideration  only 
such  measures  as  may  be  urgently  required. 

Negotiations  relative  to  the  construction  of 
the  Midland  Railway  are  still  pending,  and  you 
will  be  required  to  express  your  opinion  upon 
certain  important  points  which  yet  remain  to 
be  settled.  Consistently  with  their  duty  to  the 
colony  my  ^klinisters  will  use  every  effort  to 
enable  Parliament  to  arrive  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  solution  of  existing  difficulties  in 
connection  with  this  important  work. 

My  Government  view  with  satisfaction  the 
strong  feeling  manifested  by  the  people  of  the 
colony  generally  in  favour  of  our  educational 
system ;  and  desire  to  convey  an  assurance 
that,  whilst  its  expense  will  be  curtailed 
wherever  practicable,  no  step  will  be  taken  by 
them  which  would  have  the  effect  of  impairing 
its  efficiency. 

I  commend  to  your  attention  the  important 
questions  that  will  be  brought  before  you,  and 
I  hope  that,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  your 
labours  may  prove  of  great  service  to  the 
colony. 

His  Excellency,  having  handed  the  Hon. 
j  the  Speaker  a  copy  of  his  Speech,  withdrew. 
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The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  ohair. 

PaATEBS. 

HER  MAJESTY'S  JUBILEE. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that  he 

had  received  a  message  from  His  Excellency 

the  Governor  enclosing  the  following  despatch 

from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies : — 

"  Downing  Street,  16th  June,  1887. 
"Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Despatch  No.  87,  of  the  6th 
April,  forwarding  the  address  to  the  Queen  from 
both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Now 
Zealand,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  in 
your  previous  Despatch,  No.  48,  of  the  18th 
June,  1886.  If  the  address  had  arrived  in  time 
for  Sir  W.  Fitzherbert  and  Sir  P.  D.  Bell  to 
take  it  with  them,  when  they  recently  attended 
on  Her  Majesty  for  a  similar  purpose  in  con- 
nection with  the  Colonial  Conference,  the 
opportunity  could  have  been  taken  for  them 
to  present  this  very  beautiful  address  and  its 
covers  to  the  Queen  in  person;  but  it  would 
not  have  been  convenient  to  request  Her 
Majesty  to  receive  the  same  gentlemen  again 
after  so  short  an  interval.  1  have  therefore 
caused  the  address  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Qnecn,  who  was  pleased  to  receive  it  very 
graciously,  and  to  express  Her  Majesty's  ad- 
miration of  the  beauty  and  artistic  merit  of  the 
ornamental  work. — I  have,  &c., 

"H.  T.  Holland." 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Tlie  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Probably 
this  is  the  time  when  I  should  make  an  an- 
nouncement to  the  Council  as  to  why  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  and  myself  are  holding  the  position 
we  do  here.  The  Council  will  bear  in  mind 
that,  after  the  last  election,  the  Government  of 
which  Sir  Robert  Stout  was  Premier  thought 
fit  to  resign.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
Governor  sent  for  Major  Atkinson,  who  had 
moved  the  no-confidence  motion  last  session, 
and  therefore  apparently  was  the  proper  person 
to  be  sent  for,  and  requested  him  to  form  a  Go- 
vernment. After  some  negotiations  he  under- 
took the  duty,  and  has  formed  a  Government. 
He  himself 'is  Premier  and  Treasurer;  Mr. 
Mitchclson  is  Minister  for  Public  Works  ;  Mr. 
Hislop  is  Colonial  Secretary;  Mr.  Fisher, 
ilinister  of  Education ;  5Ir.  Fergus,  Minister 
of  Justice  and  Defence ;  Mr.  George  Frederick 
Richardson,  Minister  of  Lands,  Immigration, 
and  Mines ;  I  myself  am  Attorney-General ;  and 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens  holds  a  seat 
in  the  Executive  without  portfolio.  With  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  business,  and  what  hereafter 
is  to  be  done  before  an  adjournment— which  is 
likely  to  be  asked  for — I  will  subsequently  make 
a  statement.  As  to  the  course  which  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  pursue  in  conducting  the 
business  of  this  session,  I  suppose  honourable 
gentlemen  will  not  at  all  desire  that  they 
should  be  kept  here  during  Christmas ;  there- 
fore not  a  very  long  time  remains  for  the  As- 
sembly to  sit  if  that  view  is  to  be  carried  out ; 
bat  the  Government  will  use  their  best  endea- 


vonrs  to  do  as  much  business  as  can  be  done 
under  the  circumstances.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  hiuch  will  be  done,  because,  no 
doubt,  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  colony 
— as  honourable  gentlemen  are  aware — require 
most  careful  consideration,  and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  take  a  good  deal  of  the  time  be- 
tween this  and  when  this  session  will  be  pro- 
rogued. So  far  as  I  can  convey  any  information 
to  the  Council  to-morrow,  I  shall  do  so  then. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  12th  October,  1887. 

Opening  of  Parliament  —  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  — 
First  Reading— Governor's  Speech. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 
Pbayers. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIA:\IENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  desiring  the  attendance  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speaker,  accompanied  by  members,  and 
preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  Council 
Chamber,  and,  after  a  short  absence,  returned. 

HER  MAJESTY'S  JUBILEE. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that  ho  had  re- 
ceived the  following  message  from  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor : — 

**  The  Governor  forwards  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
respecting  the  address  to  the  Queen  from  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee. 

**  Government  House, 

"  Wellington,  11th  October,  1887." 

"Downing  Street,  IGth  June,  1887. 
*'  SiR» — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  Despatch  No.  37,  of  the  6th 
April,  forwarding  the  address  to  the  Queen 
from  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
New  Zealand,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted 
in  your  previous  Despatch,  No.  48,  of  the  18th 
June,  188G.  If  the  address  had  arrived  in  time 
for  Sir  W.  Fitzherbert  and  Sir  F.  D.  Bell  to 
take  it  with  then?,  when  thoy  recently  attended 
on  Her  Majesty  for  a  similar  purpose  in  con- 
nection with  the  Colonial  Conference,  the 
opportunity  could  have  been  taken  for  them 
to  present  this  very  beautiful  address  and  its 
covers  to  the  Queen  in  person;  but  it  would 
not  have  been  convenient  to  request  Her 
Majesty  to  receive  the  same  gentlemen  again 
after  so  short  an  interval.  1  have  therefore 
caused  the  address  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Queen,  who  was  pleased  to  receive  it  very 
graciously,  and  to  express  Her  Majesty's  ad- 
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miration  of  tbo  beauty  and  artistic  morit  of 
the  ornamental  work. — I  have,  «&c.» 

"  H.  T.  HoIiUlnd." 

FIRST  READING. 
River  Boards  Bill. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
-Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  honourable  mem- 
bers that,  when  the  House,  in  obedience  to 
smnmons,  attended  upon  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber, 
His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  a  Speech 
to  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  of 
which  he  had,  for  greater  accuracy,  obtained  a 
copy ;  which  he  read  to  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday  J  13th  October,  1887. 

Sossional  Committees— Midland  Railway— Printing 
—Petitions  Committee  —  House  Committee — 
Waste  Lauds  Committee— Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees—Library Committee— Public  Bodies'  Lease- 
holds Act.         

The  Hon.  the  Speakeu  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Private  Bills.  —  The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  K.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzics,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scotland,  the  lion.  Mr.  Shephard,  and  the  Hon. 
Sir  F.  Whitakcr. 

Standing  Orders. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man- 
tell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oliver,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Riclimond,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the  Hon.  SirF.  Whitaker. 

Reporting.  —  The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bucklev, 
the  Hon.  :Mr.  Mantcll,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  and 
the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker. 

LoCxVL  Bills. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Barnicoat,  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  John- 
son, the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean,  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  iMantell,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oliver,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peter,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeves,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shephard,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski,  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Swanson,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Scotland,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 

Goldpields.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Barnicoat,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  !McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  John- 
son, the  Hon.  Mr.  Shephard,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swanson,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens. 
Mr.  Speaker 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  If  the  agreement 
for  the  construction  of  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  in  the  Middle  Island  has  hcen  duly 
signed ;  and,  if  not,  under  what  circumstances 
and  under  what  understanding  certain  works  in 
connection  therewith  have  been  commenced  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  the  only 
contract  which  had  been  signed  was  the  con- 
tract made  under  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  Act  of  1884 ;  and  that  was  signed  on 
the  17th  January,  1885.  No  contract  had  aj^ 
yet  been  signed  in  pursuance  of  tho  East  and 
West  Coast  Railway  Act  of  1886,  and  memo- 
randa attached  to  it.  Negotiations  were  still 
going  on  in  reference  to  that  contract.  With 
regard  to  the  works  now  going  on,  they  wore 
being  carried  on  by  the  parties  under  the  coi-- 
tract  of  1884. 

PRINTING. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  assist  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  in  all  matters  which  relate  to  the 
printing  executed  by  order  of  tho  Council,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting,  aud  arranging  for 
printing,  returns  and  papers  presented  in  pur- 
suance of  motions  made  by  members :  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  tbe  Hon.  tho  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Iilantell, 
tho  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  IMr.  Reeves,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  the  mover. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  presumed 
that  the  object  of  this  motion,  which  was  of 
course  a  usual  one  at  the  commencement  of 
every  session,  was  to  promote  economy,  and  to 
diminish,  as  far  as  possible,  the  cost  of  print- 
ing. He  was  very  much  in  doubt  whether  the 
course  now  followed  in  these  respects  was  alto- 
gether tho  best  one,  and  also  whether  the  cost 
of  printing  was  much  reduced  by  the  adoption 
of  this  course  in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. He  thought  it  would  be  possible  to 
reduce  very  largely  the  cost  of  printing,  also  of 
the  preparation  of  matter  to  be  printed,  were 
other  precautions  taken  than  those  adopted  at 
tho  present  time.  If,  for  instance,  a  motion 
for  the  production  of  papers  or  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  returns  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  re- 
ferred witliout  discussion  to  a  Committee  of 
this  sort,  he  could  see  that  considerable  benefit 
would  be  likely  to  result.  The  motion  would 
be  discussed  in  Committee,  the  cost  of  pre- 
paration of  the  return  or  paper  would  be  ascer- 
tained, and  the  reasons  for  its  production  or 
printing  be  brought  forward.  The  consequence 
would  be  that  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
would  have  some  information  to  go  upon  before 
they  adopted  the  motions  for  returns  and  papers 
which  at  the  present  time  involved  so  large  an 
expenditure.  The  report  of  such  a  Committee 
would  lead,  in  many  cases,  to  no  further  action 
being  taken,  and  a  great  saving  would  be  made. 
The  cost  of  printing  of  late  years  had  been 
growing  up  gradually,  and  apparently  imper- 
ceptibly, until  it  had  formed  a  large  item  in 
the  accounts.  For  the  year  ending  June,  1873, 
the  total  cost  of  printing  was  £7,069,  less  the 
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receipts,  £934,  making  the  net  cost  £6,185 ;  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  March  last,  the 
net  expenditure  was  no  less  than  £22,250. 
The  cose  of  printing  had  sprang  up  dispropor- 
tionately to  the  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
colony  and  of  its  revenue,  and  it  was  time  that 
some  steps  were  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this. 
It  mast  also  be  remembered  that  this  item  of 
£22,250  was  altogether  exclusive  of  the  large 
cost  of  preparing  the  materials  to  be  printed. 
This  implied  the  necessity  for  the  employ- 
ment of  a  much  larger  stafE  than  would  be 
otherwibo  requisite,  and  if  efOicient  steps  were 
t^en  to  check  unnecessary  printing  they  would 
find  chat  as  a  consequence  the  cost  of  the  vari- 
ous departments  would  also  be  materially  de- 
crea^ed.  One  could  not  look  at  the  returns 
laid  before  them  every  year  without  seeing  that 
there  was  a  vast  amount  of  unnecessary  infor- 
mation supplied.  Let  them  look  at  the  reports 
from  the  Education  Department,  for  instance. 
Would  not  a  member  learn  much  more  from  a 
ihort  and  condensed  account  than  by  having 
laid  before  him  these  voluminous  reports,  which 
none  but  an  expert  could  master?  The  same 
with  every  department  of  the  Government — the 
census  returns  for  instance.  All  these  docu- 
menu  were  prepared  with  a  completeness  be- 
yond the  requirements  of  the  colony  in  its 
present  circumstances ;  also,  he  thought,  be- 
yond the  finances  of  the  colony.  The  matter 
VB5  one  of  importance,  and  was,  he  noticed 
bom  recent  papers,  likewise  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  Indian  Government.  In  India 
it  was  found,  as  we  were  finding,  that  the  re- 
ports had  been  forwarded  in  many  cases  merely 
to  shew  the  activity  of  the  department,  rather 
than  because  the  reports  themselves  were 
necessary.  The  reports  had  attained  such  di- 
mensions that  a  circular  had  been  sent  out  by 
the  Indian  Government  intimating  that  they 
most  be  of  more  moderate  dimensions.  In  the 
ease  of  the  Mines  Department  in  this  colony  a 
large  book  had  been  printed  and  sent  to  Eng- 
land. It  contained  references  to  mines  which 
be  believed  would  be  made  use  of  there  by  those 
who  were  on  the  look-out  to  turn  such  informa- 
tion to  personal  account.  He  was  convinced 
that  some  reductions  could  be  made  in  the  cost 
of  printing,  and  he  was  glad  that  they  had  a 
Ministry  pledged  to  economy,  which  he  trusted 
they  woald  see  efiectcd  in  this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  was  entirely  in 
•greement  with  what  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Waterhouse 
had  aaid  in  regard  to  the  increased  cost  of  print- 
ing In  reference  to  the  present  motion,  lie 
Cicderstood  his  honourable  friend  was  merely 
Qaking  use  of  the  opportunity  for  giving  ex- 
pression to  his  opinion  on  the  subject :  and  no 
doabt  that  was  a  very  valuable  one.  His 
temarks  also  tended  in  the  direction  of  caution- 
ing the  Legislature  against  an  increase  in 
printing.  He  presumed  his  honourable  friend 
bad  no  desire  to  alter  the  present  motion  in  any 
way. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— No. 
The  Hon.  3klr.  STEVENS  said  he  also  under- 
stood that  his  honourable  friend  did  not  desire 
to  traverse  the  motion  in  the  direction  of  oppo- 


sition. Therefore  he  would  simply  state  that 
he  trusted  the  motion  would  be  carried ;  and, 
further,  that  the  views  of  his  honourable  friend 
would  receive  the  consideration  which  they  un- 
doubtedly deserved.  The  Government  were  cer- 
tainly not  blind  to  the  importance  of  the  subject 
which  he  had  brought  forward. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  nine 
members,  to  whom  shall  stand  referred  all 
public  petitions  presented  to  the  Council  during 
the  present  session,  and  who  shall  report  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Council  thereon;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  records  ; 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Brett,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Lahmann,  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  ^filler,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Martin,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shephard,  the  Hon.  !Mr.  Scotland,  and  the 
mover. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that 
about  three  years  ago  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  their  proceed- 
ings in  regard  to  petitions  in  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  were  not  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  precedent  ;  and  it  might  lead  to 
some  abuse  if  this  state  of  things  were  not 
altered.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  making 
these  Committees  not  simply  Committees  for 
the  reception  of  petitions,  such  as  were  ap- 
pointed in  England,  but  of  making  them  Com- 
mittees more  or  less  of  a  judicial  character; 
Committees  to  revise  the  proceedings  of  the 
Executive,  and  in  some  cases — there  had  been 
such  cases  —  to  revise  the  proceedings  of  the 
judicature.  In  both  respects  he  believed  the 
action  of  those  Committees  to  be  injurious. 
The  efiect  was,  ho  was  satisfied,  very  much  to 
weaken  the  Executive.  Any  warder  dismissed 
from  a  gaol,  any  railway  ofHcial  who  had  any 
cause  of  complaint,  any  Volunteer  who  was 
dissatisfied,  or  any  of&cer  of  the  Government, 
whatever  might  bo  his  position,  who  wished  to 
resent  interference,  had  an  opportunity  in  that 
way  of  making  himself  \Q\y  disagreeable  to  his 
superiors,  and  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon 
them,  which  in  many  cases  was  injurious.  He 
believed  that  the  less  the  Legislature  interfered 
with  the  duty  of  the  Executive  the  better,  and 
it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  the  interests 
of  the  public,  tliat  the  Legislature  should  not 
assume  functions  which  did  not  belong  to  it. 
He  was  satisfied  that  they  would  nevor  see  a 
thoroughly  strong  Executive  until  there  was  an 
absence  of  interference  by  the  Legislature  with 
its  functions.  The  two  things  were  distinct — 
the  Executive  and  the  Legislature.  It  was 
important  that  the  ultimate  power  of  control 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature.  It 
was  equally  important,  in  the  interests  of  the 
community,  that  the  Executive  should  not  be 
unduly  interfered  with  by  the  Legislature,  and 
that  its  functions  should  be  apart  from  those  of 
the  Legislature.  In  a  variety  of  ways,  and  in  a 
very  considerable  manner,  by  the  operations  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  the  Lcgisla- 
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ture  did  vety  materially  encroach  upon  the 
functions  of  the  Executive.  What  were  the 
duties  devolving  upon  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  in  England  ?  They  could  not,  in  a 
matter  of  that  sort,  do  better  than  follow  in  the 
wake  of  the  Mother-country.  The  duty  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  in  England  was  to 
classify,  analyse,  and,  where  necessary,  print 
the  petitions  at  length. 

"  The  reports  of  this  Committee  are  printed 
twice  a  week,  and  point  out,  under  classified 
heads,  not  only  the  name  of  each  petition,  but 
the  number  of  signatures,  the  general  object  of 
«very  petition,  and  the  total  number  of  peti- 
tions and  the  signatures  to  which  addresses 
are  affixed  in  reference  to  each  subject;  and 
whenever  the  peculiar  arguments  and  facts,  or 
general  importance,  of  a  petition  require  it,  it 
is  printed  at  full  length  in  the  appendix,  whore 
it  is  accessible  to  the  public  at  the  cheapest 
rate  of  purchase." 

And  then  parliamentary  action,  if  thought 
necessary,  afterwards  was  taken  on  a  distinct 
motion  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons 
and  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
thought  it  important  to  bring  before  the  Legis- 
lature the  fact  that  the  functions  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  in  this  colony  were  not 
in  accordance  with  parliamentary  precedent; 
that  the  duties  they  discharged — imless  very 
closely  watched — might  lead  to  an  encroach- 
ment by  the  Legislature  upon  the  functions  of 
the  Executive,  which  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  public  interest  and  liberties ;  and  that  that 
gradual  encroachment  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  ought  to  be  guarded  against.  He 
did  not  intend  to  move  any  distinct  motion; 
but  the  attention  of  the  thinking  people  of  the 
colony  had  not  to  any  great  extent  been  directed 
to  this  subject,  and  he  simply  dropped  seed  into 
the  ground,  hoping  that  in  time  it  would  bring 
forth  fruit — ^not  perhaps  now,  but  at  some  dis- 
tant time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved.  That  a 
Committee  of  nine  be  appointed,  with  power  to 
confer  with  any  similar  Committee  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  view 
to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
members  of  both  Houses :  the  Committee  to 
consist  of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Cap- 
tain Baillie,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett,  the  Hon. 
Captain  Eraser,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Martin,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker,  and  the  mover. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  wished  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  manner  in  which 
Bellamy's  was  conducted,  and  with  regard  to  its 
present  financial  position.  His  attention  was 
called  to  the  matter  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  had 
requested  the  Manager  to  give  him  a  short 
synopsis  of  the  assets  and  liabilities;  and  it 
would  appear  that  there  was  an  amount  due  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  of  £1,752.  He  could 
not  ascertain  whether  any  person  was  par- 
ticularly liable  for  the  amount  borrowed,  or 
who  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  in  the  event 
Hon.  Mr.  WaterJumse 


of  default.  The  sum  of  £588  was  due  to  Cock- 
bum  and  Campbell,  London,  for  wines  and 
spirits.  On  the  other  side  the  asseU  were — 
wines,  spirits,  &c.,  in  stock,  a  little  over  £1,900, 
leaving  a  balance  of  over  £400  of  a  deficit. 
That  was  to  say  that  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years  there  had  been  a  gradual  loss  on  Uie 
conduct  of  business  in  Bellamy's,  leaving  the 
amount  he  had  stated  to  the  debit  of  profit  and 
loss.  Last  year  the  loss  had  been  between  £80 
and  £90.  Such  a  state  of  things  should  not  be 
allowed  to  exist.  Instead  of  Bellamy's  leaving 
a  loss  it  should  leave  a  profit,  because  there 
was  no  rent  to  pay,  no  coals  to  be  paid  for, 
nor  gas.  All  these  were  supplied  free,  and, 
considering  the  number  of  persons  congregat- 
ing in  the  Buildings,  ho  thought  instead  of 
Bellamy's  leaving  a  loss  per  annum  it  should 
return  a  handsome  profit.  There  was  another 
aspect  of  the  case.  It  appeared  that  Bellamy's 
occupied  the  same  position  as  a  club,  and  the 
debts  incurred  by  honourable  members  could 
not  be  recovered  by  process  of  law.  Honour- 
able  members  sometimes  forgot  to  pay  their 
accounts  when  they  left.  They  took  their 
honorarium  of  200  guineas  and  forgot  to  pay 
an  account  due  at  Bellamy's,  and  the  time 
was  sometimes  considerable  before  those  ac- 
counts were  paid.  He  believed  that  last  year 
the  amount  left  in  that  way  was  something  like 
£600,  and  that  this  year  it  was  £438.  Even 
now,  although  some  three  or  four  months  had 
elapsed,  some  £218  was  still  due  by  members 
of  both  Houses.  As  these  were  debts  of  honour 
they  should  be  paid,  more  especially  seeing  that 
honourable  members  received  their  honora- 
rium before  leaving  for  their  homes.  Besides, 
although  the  amount  was  not  very  large — 
£438 — still,  were  that  amount  paid  promptly, 
it  would  lessen  the  debit  balance  at  the  bank, 
and  thus  lessen  the  amount  of  interest  to  be 
paid.  The  amount  of  interest  paid  last  session 
was  £171  8s.  8d.,  a  very  important  amount. 
He  thought,  in  connection  with  Bellamy's,  that 
there  should  be  a  clerk,  whose  business  it  should 
be  to  keep  accounts  and  take  the  cash,  relieving 
the  waiters  to  attend  to  their  ordinary  duties. 
If  a  trustworthy  person  were  placed  in  that 
position,  honourable  members  would  find  a 
very  great  difierence  in  the  receipts  of  that 
establishment.  He  had  no  intention  whatever 
of  opposing  the  motion,  but  he  thought  that 
the  circumstances  that  had  come  under  his  ob- 
servation should  be  laid  before  the  Council,  so 
that  honourable  members  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  real  state  of  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  thought  the  Coun- 
cil was  very  much  indebted  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  bringing  this  matter  forward. 
The  statements  of  his  honourable  friend  were 
accurate,  he  believed,  with  one  exception.  The 
furniture  in  Bellamy's  was  certainly  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government,  but  the  plate,  silver, 
glassware,  crockeryware,  and  table-linen — the 
value  of  which  amounted  to  close  on  £900 — was 
not,  and  that  had  not  been  taken  into  account 
in  the  assets.  The  debt  of  honourable  gentle- 
men last  session  was  only  £260,  and  every 
penny  of  it  would  be  paid  within  eight  or  ten 
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days.  It  was  coming  in  eveiy  day,  and  the 
gentlemen  owing  the  amounts  merely  wanted 
to  be  informed  of  their  debts  to  discharge  them. 
The  debt  had  been  incurred  owing  to  the  large 
interest  and  compound  interest  which  Bel- 
lamy's had  boen  paying  to  the  bank. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Brett  that  these 
debts  would  come  in  within  a  few  days ;  but  it 
did  not  seem  to  him  that  that  met  the  state- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes.  His  objection 
was  raised  to  the  money  ever  lying  out  at  all, 
sad  he  thoaght  that  the  honourable  members 
owing  this  money  ought  not  to  have  left  Wel- 
liogton  without  paying  what  they  owed  for  eat- 
ing snd  drinking.  He  must  say  that  a  more 
discreditable  disclosure  had  never  come  before 
htHiourable  members.  It  was  quite  obvious, 
from  the  statements  made  by  the  Hon.  LIr. 
Udmes,  that  the  whole  system  was  unsound, 
and  required  to  be  put  into  hands  which  would 
alter  it  from  beginning  to  end.  To  owe  £1,700 
to  the  bank,  and  to  pay  £170  a  year  for  interest, 
—why,  it  was  the  bank  that  was  running  Bel- 
lamy's! They  were  indebted  to  the  bank  for 
keeping  up  this  establishment  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  honourable  members,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  at  all  consistent  with  the  position 
wiiich  honourable  members  should  maintain  to 
be  resting  upon  the  forbearance  of  a  bank  for 
canying  on  a  refreshment  establishment.  The 
whole  establishment  was  too  large  and  expen- 
sive, and  was  conducted  on  a  scale  that  was 
not  required  for  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  honourable  members.  The  Hon.  Colonel 
Brett  had  stated  that  they  must  take  into  ac- 
count as  an  asset  the  plate,  linen,  &c.  Who 
had  paid  for  that  ?  It  had  been  paid  for  by 
votes  of  the  Legislature  from  year  to  year. 
Therefore  it  was  not  an  asset  of  Bellamy's,  but 
an  asset  of  the  colony.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  appointed,  having  heard  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  would 
take  immediate  steps  to  set  their  house  in 
Older,  and  adopt  an  entirely  new  system  of 
management. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  if  there 
were  more  frequent  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Committee  they  would  not  hoar  so  many 
eamplaints  in  reference  to  Bellamy's.  Those 
gentlemen  who  lived  in  the  establishment,  and 
had  a  knowledge  of  what  was  Roing  on,  should 
be  placed  on  the  Committee.  He  believed  that 
the  institution  was  well  conducted  by  the  party 
in  charge  of  it;  but  the  most  careful  man 
coald  not  make  it  pay  under  the  regulations 
mider  which  it  was  now  conducted.  Wines 
and  spirits  worth  £1,900  was  a  ridiculously 
laige  stock  to  be  kept;  and  he  thought  also 
that  an  improvement  might  be  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  purchase  of  wines  and  spirits 
&t  Home.  Ho  could  speak  pretty  freely  on  this 
matter,  because  he  was  not  half  a  dozen  times 
in  Bellamy's  last  session.  They  should  put  on 
the  Conomittee  some  business  men  who  would 
eooduct  the  establishment  on  business  prin- 
cii^es,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  then  it  would 
pay  very  well.  He  would  suggest  that  this 
motion  should  be  postponed,  and  that  a  Com- 


mittee should  be  elected  by  ballot.  Honour- 
able members  would  be  able  before  the  ballot 
came  on  to  ascertain  which  honourable  mem- 
bers used  Bellamy's,  ajid  put  them  on  the 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  was  very  glad 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  had  brought  for- 
ward the  subject  of  Bellamy's  for  discussion. 
Four  years  ago  there  was  an  interregnum  of 
some  six  or  seven  weeks  in  the  session  of 
Parliament.  On  that  occasion  the  servants  at 
Bellamy's  were  maintained  at  half-pay.  That 
put  Bellamy's  back  to  the  tune  of  £100.  Then, 
there  was  a  large  deficiency  by  honoumble 
members  in  their  accounts,  and  interest  had 
accumulated  from  time  to  time.  It  was  not 
less  than  £100  each  year  that  was  really  paid 
for  the  deficient  accounts  of  honourable  mem- 
bers. The  Conmiittee  had  tried  from  year  to 
year  to  get  these  accounts  paid  before  honour- 
able members  went  away,  but  some  honourable 
members  still  went  away,  and  laughed  in  their 
sleeves  at  the  idea  of  paying.  He  might  say 
that  there  was  a  very  large  sum  to  be  paid 
every  year  for  breakage,  especially  for  breakage 
of  glass ;  so  that,  really,  Bellamy's  had  kept 
up  the  stock,  otherwise  there  would  not  be 
a  tumbler  or  a  teacup  to  drink  out  of.  The 
Manager,  Mr.  Leatham,  accepted  all  the  cash 
when  honourable  members  condescended  to 
pay  it.  That  officer  frequently  reminded 
honourable  members  that  their  accounts  were 
outstanding,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  these 
reminders  in  some  cases. 

The  Hon.  ISIr.  REYNOLDS  said  ho  had 
ascertained  that  there  were  arrears  of  £417  at 
Bellamy's.  He  had  pointed  out  to  honourable 
members  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  moke 
up  that  amount  in  some  way  before  it  got 
larger,  or  Bellamy's  would  have  to  be  closed 
altogether.  The  plate  could  not  be  reckoned 
as  an  asset,  for  it  had  actually  been  paid  for  by 
the  Treasury  of  tho  colony.  Although  they  hod 
been  replacing  glass  and  crockery  from  time 
to  time,  they  would  have  to  account  to  tho 
colony  for  the  articles  purchased  when  Bel- 
lamy's was  first  started.  It  could  hardly  be  said 
to  be  the  case  that  the  bank  was  running  Bel- 
lamy's. The  whole  of  tho  outstanding  accounts 
ought  to  be  wiped  off  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
The  great  drawback  was  that  honourable  mem- 
bers left  Wellington  without  paving  their  ac- 
counts, and  that  was  the  reason  that  such  a 
large  amount  as  £170  had  been  incurred  for 
interest  during  the  recess.  He  held  that  it  was 
a  disgrace  for  members,  after  receiving  their 
honoraria,  to  leave  without  paying  their  ac- 
counts. There  was  only  one  member  of  the 
House  Committee  who  really  took  advantage  of 
Bellamy's  to  any  extent;  the  other  members 
of  tho  Committee  were  seldom  to  be  seen 
within  the  precincts  of  Bellamy's.  It  was  im- 
possible for  honourable  gentlemen  to  know 
what  was  required  for  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  honourable  members  unless  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  attending  Bellamy's,  He 
thought  the  Committee  would  devote  itself 
thoroughly  to  the  question  raised  by  the  Hon. 
^Ir.  Holmes  and  other  honourable  members, 
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and  would  see  the  necessity  of  preventing  Bel- 
lamy's running  into  a  large  debt,  which  it 
would  be  very  improper  to  call  upon  the  colony 
to  pay. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICH^MOND  was  understood 
to  say  that  they  could  not  limit  tho  House 
Committee  to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
took  their  meals  at  Bellamy's,  for  the  conduct 
of  Bellamy's  was  only  one  branch  of  the  duties 
of  tho  House  Committee.  It  appeared  that 
some  honourable  gentlemen  left  Wellington 
without  paymg  their  accounts.  They  might 
do  so  through  sheer  negligence  in  some  cases  ; 
but  he  thought  it  would  not  be  at  all  an  im- 
proper thing  if  an  entrance-fee  to  Bellamy's 
were  charged  every  session.  He  was  almost 
afraid  to  make  the  suggestion  ;  but  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes  had  just  put  in  his  hands  some 
resolutions  carried  by  the  Parliamentary  Re- 
freshment Committee  of  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  these  resolutions  recom- 
mended that  an  entrance-fee  of  three  guineas 
should  be  charged.  He  did  not  see  why  some 
such  system  should  not  be  adopted  here.  Some- 
thing certainly  ought  to  be  done,  for  it  was  a 
disgrace  that  they  should  have  running  on  a 
heavy  account  like  that  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  together  with  an  aimually  increasing 
heavy  charge  for  interest. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  8WANS0N  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  there  were  two  ways  of  meeting 
tho  difficulty :  either  by  letting  the  business  to 
a  caterer,  or  by  withholding  honorarium  from 
a  member  until  he  produced  a  clean  receipt 
from  Bellamy's. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  House  Committee  for  several 
years,  and  had  always  endeavoured  to  make  it 
a  businesslike  institution.  With  regard  to  the 
wines  and  spirits,  offers  had  been  made  by  local 
merchants  to  supply  Bellamy's  at  prices  very 
much  lower  thau  those  now  paid,  while  the 
quality  was  to  be  equally  good.  It  could  not 
be  doubted  that  it  was  the  kitchen  department 
which  hod  brought  them  into  their  present 
mess,  as  it  was  carried  on  in  a  most  expensive 
manner.  One  reason  also  of  tho  great  cost  of 
maintaining  Bellamy's  was  the  fact  that  they 
got  a  large  stock  of  wines  and  spirits  in  for  a 
long  time,  which  was  not  necessary. 

Debate  adjourned. 

WASTE  LANDS  COMMITTEE, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  a 
Committee,  to  consist  of  seven  members,  be 
appointed  to  consider  all  Bills  that  may  bo  in- 
troduced into  the  Council  affecting  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown ;  with  power  to  confer  with 
any  similar  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  to  report  generally  upon 
the  principles  and  provisions  of  such  Bills ;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  records : 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bamicoat,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies,  tho  Hon.  ^Ir.  Reynolds,  the  Hon. 
]Mr.  Shriniski,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  and  the 
mover. 

The  Hon.   Mr.   REEVES    said   that  upon 
more  than  one  occasion  he  had  called  the  at- 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds 


tention  of  the  Government  to  the  composition 
of  this  Committee,  and  the  suggestions  that  had 
made  upon  those  occasions  had  been  carried 
out.  The  Committee  was  one  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  composed  of  gentlemen 
representing  the  differenc  districts  of  the 
colony,  because  the  provincial  institutions  had 
been  abolished,  and,  though  u  variety  of  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  consolidate  tho  laud- 
laws  of  tho  colony,  still  local  interests  and 
strong  local  jealousies  existed,  as  also  local 
differences  regarding  the  land- laws  themselves. 
It  must  be  agreed  that,  if  there  was  one  Com- 
mittee more  than  another  ux)on  which  it  woald 
be  desirable  to  have  gentlemen  representing  the 
different  parts  of  tho  colony,  so  that  their  local 
knowledge  and  advice  might  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Committee,  tho  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee was  such  a  one.  On  looking  through 
the  list  of  names  of  the  proposed  members,  he 
saw  that  it  was  represented  by  one  honourable 
gentleman  from  Nelson,  another  from  tho  West 
Coast,  whilo  the  District  of  Otago  had  three 
representatives  ;  and  there  was  one  from  Auck- 
land, but  none  from  the  large  Districts  of 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay;  and,  ho  might 
say,  only  half  a  member  from  Canterbury, 
because  the  honourable  gentleman  who  repre- 
sented Canterbury  was  a  member  of  the  Miiiis- 
try,  and,  as  they  all  knew,  was  not  likely  to  have 
the  time  to  attend  frequently  on  Committees. 
He  therefore  suggested  that  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee  should  be  adjourned  for  a 
day  or  two  in  order  to  give  the  honourable  the 
mover  an  opportunity  of  reconstituting  it  on 
the  lines  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  had  suggested,  if  he 
considered  his  arguments  worthy  of  attention. 
He  moved  the  adjournment  of  tho  debate. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  giving  his  honourahle 
friend  an  opportunity  of  naming  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  way  he  desired.  He  thought, 
however,  the  records  of  tho  Council  would  show 
that  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  in  the  past 
had  had  very  little  work  to  do ;  but  by  the 
Standing  Orders  it  was  necessary  to  appoint 
such  a  Committee.  The  names  of  the  present 
Committee  were  the  same  as  those  selected  by 
the  preceding  Government  for  last  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  must  correct 
his  honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
on  one  point :  that  was  when  he  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  as  one  not  having 
much  work  to  do.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
this  Committee  for  many  years  at  different 
times,  and  there  was  no  Committee  to  which  he 
attached  more  importance  than  this.  Ho  had 
had  a  good  deal  of  work  in  connection  with  the 
Committee,  and  some  of  the  most  important 
and  beneficial  work  he  had  ever  done  in  this 
colony  had  been  in  connection  with  this  very 
Committee.  He  remembered  the  question  of 
reserves  coming  before  them  some  years  a.go, 
and  owing  to  his  being  a  member  of  tho  Com- 
mittee he  discovered  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment then  had  absolute  power  to  alter  the 
reserves  of  the  colony  just  as  suited  their  con- 
convenience.  With  tho  aid  of  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell 
he  was  able  to  correct  that  state  of  things ;  and 
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there  were  many  other  important  points  in  con- 
nection with  the  Committee  in  which  he  had 
been  of  service.  He  regarded  it  as  one  of  the 
most  important  Committees  .  they  appointed. 
He  further  confirmed  the  statement  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves  that  it  had  heen  usual  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  to  see  that 
there  were  representatives  upon  it  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony.  The  land-laws  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony  were  not  uniform, 
and  lience  this  course  was  desirable. 
Debate  adjourned. 

CHxMRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.-Sir,  I  move, 
That  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillio  be  appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees,  in  compliance  with 
Standing  Order  No.  205.  In  connection  with 
this  motion,  I  may  mention  that  for  a  great 
number  of  years  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  occupied  the  position  of  Chairman  of 
Committees  has,  as  the  Council  will,  I  am  sure, 
agree,  performed  his  functions  in  every  respect 
with  satisfaction  to  the  Council ;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  to  attempt  to  make  any  change  in 
the  appointment.  I  will  simply  move  there- 
fore the  motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice, 
and  I  understand  there  is  no  opposition  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  moved, 
That  a  Committee  for  the  management  and 
extension  of  the  Library  be  appointed  ;  to  con- 
sist of  ten  members ;  with  power  to  confer  with 
any  similar  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives :  the  Committee  to  consist 
of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart, 
the  Hon.  ^Tr.  Mantell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzics, 
the  lion.  Iilr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house,  and  the  mover. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  there 
was  too  much  importance  given  to  the  District 
of  Wellington  in  the  selection  of  names  of 
members  of  this  Committee.  From  previous 
experience  he  thought  this  was  most  objection- 
able, inasmuch  as  Wellington  members  were 
continually  seeking  for  additional  public  build- 
ings in  that  district,  and  he  thought  these  were 
not  the  times  when  we  were  in  a  position  to 
launch  out  into  extravagance.  Last  session 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  get  a  new  library 
erected,  and  he  was  afraid  that  if  there  were  six 
Wellington  members  on  the  Committee  out  of 
a  total  of  eleven  a  similar  attempt  would  be 
made  this  year.  Ho  did  not  object  to  the 
motion,  but  he  thought  it  well  the  Committee 
should  be  warned  against  recommending  new 
buildings. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  believed  he 
was  right  in  stating  that  the  proposal  for  a 
new  library  did  not  originate  from  any  Welling- 
ton member,  but  came  from  members  belong- 
ing to  other  parts  of  the  colony.  But  the  pro- 
ject was  supported  \>y  the  Wellington  members, 
as  they  thought  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  a 


new  building  in  which  to  store  the  books,  and 
he  thought  they  were  right  in  their  opinion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  ACT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved,  That  copies 
of  all  papers  and  correspondence  between  the 
Government  and  the  leasing  authorities  with 
reference  to  any  applications  under  the  pro- 
visions of  "  The  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act, 
1886,"  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  said  the  Coun- 
cil would  remember  that  in  the  session  of  last 
year  a  measure  was  proposed  which  was  in- 
tended to  give  some  relief  to  tenants  of  the 
Crown  holding  leases  or  deferred  -  payment 
licenses,  or  holding  under  other  systems.  He 
thought  that  Parliament  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  the  information  he  sought  on  this 
subject,  and  ho  had  moved  this  motion  with  a 
view  of  taking  farther  action  in  the  course  of 
the  present  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPKESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  13th  October^  18S7. 


First  Beadings— Railway  Employes*  Holiday— Rail- 
way Employes'  Boards  of  Appeal— Legislative 
Coanril  —  Macquarie,  Campbell,  and  Kermadeo 
Islands— Wellington  Post  dffice— Salutes— Gold- 
llelds  Beport— Address  in  Reply— Chairman  of 
Committees  —  Auckland  Spocial  Settlements-- 
Hukerimu  Special  Settlomont— Sessional  Com- 
mittees-Private Bills— Local  Bills— Address  in 
Reply— Supply— Public  Revenues  Bill  — Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions 
Bill,  Auctioneers  Bill,  Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Education  Re- 
serves Settlement  Bill,  Gold  Duty  Reduction 
Bill,  New  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  In- 
vercargill  Waterworks  Reserve  Bill,  Law  Prac- 
titioners Bill,  Limitation  of  Votes  Bill,  Eight 
Hours  Bill,  Gisbomo  High  School  Bill,  Gisbome 
Harbour  Bill,  Pukckohe  Borough  Bill,  Napier 
Harbour  Bill,  Opunake  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
Waimea  Riverworks  Bill,  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 
Bill,  Bush-firing  Bill,  Animals  Protection  Bill, 
Divorce  Extension  and  Amendment  Bill. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES*  HOLIDAY. 
Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  ho  can,  consistently  with  effi- 
cient conduct  of  the  public  service,  grant  a 
half-holiday  on  Satui*days  to  the  surface-men 
on  the  railway-lines?  Ho  merely  wished  to 
say  that  ho  believed  this  custom  of  granting  a 
half-holiday  did  obtain  for  a  period  on  a  sec- 
tion of  the  New  Plymouth  and  Foxton  Rail- 
way, and  he  believed  that  the  time  thus 
granted  was  made  up  by  longer  hours  during 
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the  week.  The  men  were  earlier  on  the  line 
in  the  morning,  and  were  thus  able  to  remove 
any  obstruction  that  had  taken  place  during 
the  night.  There  was  a  general  wish  sunong 
the  men  tbat  this  boon  should  be  granted,  and 
if  the  Government  were  unable  to  do  anything 
in  the  matter  this  session  he  hoped  they  would 
take  it  into  consideration  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
did  not  see  their  way  to  grant  the  request. 
The  question  involved  was  a  large  one,  and  re- 
quired a  great  amount  of  consideration.  It 
was  his  intention  to  consider  it,  with  a  view  to 
granting  some  concession  if  it  could  possibly 
be  done.  Later  on  he  would  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  he  intended  to  do 
in  the  matter. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  BOARDS  OF 
APPEAL. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Why  Boards  of  Appeal  for  railway 
employes  have  not  been  established  in  Welling- 
ton and  Auckland,  as  in  Christohurch  and 
Duncdin  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  trcspfiuss  on  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  in  this  matter,  more 
especially  as  he  perceived  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  had  raised  the  question  by 
notice  of  motion.  He  would  simply  say  this : 
that  there  was  an  intense  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion in  Auckland  among  the  railway  employ6s 
on  account  of  such  a  Board  not  having  been 
established  there,  and  unless  something  were 
done  he  feared  they  would  hear  more  about  it. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  had  only  to  say  that 
this  question  had  been  brought  under  his  notice 
by  the  honourable  members  for  Parnell,  Auck- 
land North,  and  Franklin  North.  The  late 
Government  had  the  question  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  were  only  awaiting  the  nomina- 
tion of  suitable  gentlemen  in  Auckland  in  order 
to  appoint  the  Bosird.  The  question  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  in  a  few  days  they  would  announce 
the  appointment  of  a  Board  wbich,  he  thought, 
would  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  railway  em- 
ployes at  Auckland.  The  reason  why  a  similar 
Board  had  not  been  appointed  in  Wellington 
District  was,  he  was  informed,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  had  not  been  applied  for  there. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Premier,  If  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  reports  that  are  being  circu- 
lated throughout  the  colony  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  advise  His  Excellency  to  make 
further  appointments  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil ?  He  had  thus  early  placed  the  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  because  at  the  elections 
a  general  consensus  of  opinion  had  been  ex- 
pressed throughout  the  colony  that  under  no 
conceivable  circumstances  should  any  addi- 
tions be  made  to  the  Legislative  Council ;  and 
he  was  quite  certain  the  Government  would 
agree  with  him  that  it  was  very  undesirable  to 
make  the  Legislative  Council  the  place  for 
resurrecting  those  who  had  been  politically 
killed.  He  trusted,  in  the  interest  of  economy, 
Mr,  Bruce 


that  no  appointments  would  be  made  in  this 
direction  for  a  number  of  years. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  tliere  was  no  tmth 
at  all  in  the  rumour — ^absolutely  none.  The 
matter  had  received  no  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  nor,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  should  he  think  of  asking  His  Ex- 
cellency to  put  anybody  in  the  Upper  House 
unless  the  necessity  should  arise. 

MACQUARIE,  CAMPBELL,  AND 
KERMADEC  ISLANDS. 
Sir  G.  GREY  asketl  the  Government,  If  they 
will  take  into  considv^ration  the  feasibility  of 
having  depots  of  provisions  placed  on  Macquarie 
and  Campbell  Islands,  and  of  having  chose 
islands  visited  once  in  every  year  by  the  vessel 
which  visits  the  Auckland  Islands ;  and  will 
the  Government  at  the  same  time  consider  if 
similar  arrangements  can  be  made  with  regard 
to  the  three  small  Kermadec  Islands  which  are 
adjacent  to  Sunday  Island  ?  He  would  briefly 
state  his  object  in  putting  this  question  to  the 
Government.  There  were,  besides  the  Auckland 
Islajids,  several  small  islands  to  the  south  of 
those  islands.  One  of  these  was  an  especially 
dangerous  island — Macquarie  Island.  It  lay  a 
considerable  distance  to  the  south  of  Campbell 
Island— as  much  as  400  miles.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  It  lay  directly  in  the  track  of  vessels 
from  Australia  to  England.  It  was  of  great 
consequence  that  a  d^pot  should  be  placed 
there,  and  that,  if  possible,  the  place  should 
be  visited  once  a  year.  Campbell  Island  was 
also  one  to  which  shipwrecked  seamen  were 
likely  to  make  their  way.  There  was  a  dep6t 
there,  and  it  should  be  visited  once  a  year. 
There  were  two  other  islands,  the  Antipodes 
and  Bounty  Islands,  which  were  also  in  the 
way  of  the  safety  of  vessels  passing  to  the 
south  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  was  necessary 
that  dep6ts  should  be  established  there  and 
that  they  should  be  also  annually  visited. 
Ho  believed  this  could  be  done  at  no  great 
cost.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  Kermadec 
Islands,  these  had  been  taken  over  by  New 
Zealand.  There  were  three  dangerous  islands 
there.  One  was  called  Macauley's  Island, 
about  70  miles  from  Sunday  Island ;  and  the 
other  Curtis  Island,  22  miles  from  Macauley's 
Island.  A  shipwreck  had  apparently  taken 
place  on  Macauley's  Island,  because  on  a 
recent  visit  of  a  colonial  vessel  a  dog  was  found 
there,  which  evidently  had  not  been  there  for 
any  length  of  time,  as  it  had  not  gone  wild :  it 
still  recognised  men,  and  was  inclined  to  come 
to  them.  There  was  another  small  island 
besides  Curtis  Island— namely,  French  Rock — 
on  which  he  thought  a  depot  should  be  esta- 
blished and  visited  once  a  year.  Of  course  it 
was  entirely  a  question  of  funds.  All  he  asked 
the  Government  to  do  was  to  take  the  matter 
into  consideration,  and  do  what  was  in  their 
power  for  the  purpose  of  affording  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  real  necessity  for  shipwrecked 
sailors.  The  matter  certainly  ought  to  be 
attended  to,  in  order  to  promote  the  safety 
of  navigation  in  these  seas. 
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Major  ATKINSON  had  directed  inquiries  to 
bo  made  on  this  subject.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  truly  said  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion of  expense.  Inquiries  were  being  made, 
and  before  the  House  rose  he  would  make  some 
statement  in  regard  to  it.  He  understood  that 
there  was  a  d6pdt  already  on  Campbell  Island. 
With  regard  to  the  Kermadec  Islands,  of  course 
it  would  be  their  duty  to  visit  these  islands 
once  a  year,  as  part  of  the  colony.  He  would 
have  the  other  matters  looked  up,  and  see 
whether  the  thing  could  be  done  within  a 
reasonahle  expense.  Certainly  they  should  do 
everything  within  their  means  to  render  assist- 
ance to  shipwrecked  mariners. 

WELLINGTON  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  KERB  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  defer  the  acceptance  of  tenders  for 
the  Wellington  Post  O&ce  until  the  public 
works  estimates  are  passed  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  work  was  of 
such  importance  that  it  would  have  to  be 
undertaken.  The  late  Government  had  in- 
tended to  ask  the  House  to  vote  the  sum  of 
£20,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  this 
work,  but,  owing  to  the  dissolution,  the  House 
bad  had  no  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  upon  it.  Tenders,  however,  were  called 
for,  and  the  lowest  tender  was  well  within  the 
estimate,  but  the  present  Government  could 
not  say  whether  they  could  accept  the  tender 
until  they  knew  a  little  more  of  the  state  of 
the  finances  of  the  country. 

SALUTES. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
W^hat  was  the  cost  of  firing  salutes  yesterday, 
and  whether  such  expenditure  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with  without  any  derogation  of  parlia- 
mentary or  gubernatorial  dignity  ? 

Mr.  FEBGUS  said  the  cost  amounted  to 
£1  9s.  2d.  There  was  always  a  certain  amount 
of  powder  on  hand  deteriorating  as  time  went 
on,  and  the  Government  saw  no  objection  to 
blowing  it  away  in  this  harmless  fashion. 

GOLDFIELDS  REPORT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  lay  on  the  table  the  report  of  the 
late  Minister  of  Mines  on  the  goldfields  of  the 
colony.  Such  report  would  bo  of  great  benefit 
to  members  for  goldfields  constituencies. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  in- 
tended to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  and  he 
hoped  to  do  so  next  day. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  know  if 
the  House  would  agree  to  take  the  motion  for 
the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech 
at  half-past  seven  to-night.  It  would  be  more 
convenient  that  honourable  members  should 
know  when  it  is  coming  on.  If  the  House  will 
consent  to  my  making  the  motion,  I  will  move 
that  Motion  No.  15  be  postponed  till  then. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
Premier  has  not  yet  made  any  statement  of 
policy  such  as  is  usually  expected  from  a  new 
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Government.  Probably  he  proposes  to  do  so 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
Reply. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  am  not  expect- 
ing any  debate  this  evening,  and  I  propose  to 
make  a  general  statement  of  policy  on  Friday 
fortnight  if  the  House  is  good  enough  to  con- 
sent to  the  adjournment  I  have  asked  for. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  Apart  from  any  present 
circumstances,  I  think  that  the  precedent  of 
uniting  the  general  policy  of  the  Government 
with  the  mere  question  of  finance  is  a  very  un- 
desirable one,  nor  do  I  think,  it  is  usual,  what- 
ever may  be  the  opinion  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  granting  this  special  adjournment  to 
be  asked  for  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
Financial  Statement,  that  a  Government  should 
occupy  the  benches  for  several  weeks  without 
makmg  that  usual  general  statement  of  its 
policy  which  is  expected  of  all  Governments. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  beg  to  move,  That 
Mr.  Hamlin  be  appointed  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  this  House.  We  have  had  some 
years*  experience  of  Mr.  Hamlin  in  that 
capacity,  and  I  think  every  honourable  mem- 
ber will  admit  that  he  has  been  firm  and  yet 
conciliatory,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  appoint  him  to  this 
important  office. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  is  not  my  intention  to 
propose  any  other  candidate,  and  therefore  I 
shall  support  Mr.  Hamlin's  appointment ;  but 
I  must  say,  and  I  wish  to  throw  it  out  as  a 
mere  general  expression  of  opinion,  that  I  do 
not  think  it  is  desirable  that  a  gentleman  occu- 
pying the  position  of  Chairman  of  Committees 
should  take  an  active  part  in  the  political 
movements  going  on  in  the  House.  That  he 
should  speak  and  vote  of  course  is  right,  but 
that  he  should  endeavour  to  influence  votes  is, 
I  think,  an  exceedingly  wrong  thing.  I  will 
not  say  more  on  that  point,  but  I  will  add  this : 
that,  as  regards  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the 
Chairmanship,  I  am  quite  willing  to  bear  testi- 
mony that  the  honourable  gentleman  does  fulfil 
those  duties  efficiently. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AUCKLAND  SPECIAL  SETTLEMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOBBS,  it  was  ordered. 
That  copies  of  all  correspondence  and  telegrams 
not  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  session, 
having  reference  to  the  special  settlements 
north  of  Auckland,  be  laid  before  the  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  THOMPSON,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  detailed  statement  showing  the  items 
of  expenditure  since  the  date  of  the  return 
laid  before  the  House  last  session  in  connec- 
tion with  the  formation  of  special  settlements 
within  the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland, 
giving  the  names  of  public  officers  or  others 
who  nave  certified  to  the  cdrrectness  of  the 
several  items  under  the  following  headings : 
(1)  Cost  of  survey,  specifying  the  locality,  and 
whether  conducted  by  the  departmental  offi- 
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oers ;  (2)  amount  paid  for  houses,  clearmg  and 
fencing  of  lands  respeotively ;  (3)  remuneration 
and  travelling  expenses  paid  to  stewards  of 
village  settlements,  with  the  names  of  the  re- 
cipients, and  specifying  any  payments  made  to 
or  claimed  by  Mr.  John  Lundon;  (4)  miscel- 
laneous expenses,  specifying  charges  for  ad- 
vertising, provisions,  freight,  passage,  public 
meetings,  and  other  expenditure  not  included 
under  the  foregoing  headings. 

HUKERIMU  SPECIAL  SETTLEMENT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  THOMPSON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Wha- 
ngarei  County  Council  and  the  Minister  of 
Lands  in  reference  to  the  opening  of  a  block  of 
laftid  in  the  Hukerimu  Survey  District  for  settle- 
ment ;  also,  copies  of  all  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Minister  of  Lands  and  the  Waste 
Lands  Department  in  Auckland  in  reference  to 
the  same. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Standing  Orders  on  Private  BiiiLS. — Mr. 
Hamlin,  Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  Seymour. 

Joint,  on  Bills. — Mr.  Hamlin,  Mr.  Samuel, 
Mr.  Stuart-Menteath. 

Selection. — Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Hamlin,  Major 
Steward,  Mr.  Lance,  Mr.  Peacock. 

Standing  Orders. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Barron, 
Mr.  Fisher,  Sir  J.  Hall,  Mr.  O'Callaghan,  Mr. 
Samuel,  Major  Steward,  Major  Atkinson. 

Reporting  and  Printing.  —  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Feldwick,  Mr.  Lawry,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr. 
O 'Conor,  Mr.  Peacock,  ]^Ir.  W.  P.  Reeves, 
Major  Steward,  Mr,  Whyte,  and  Mr.  Fisher. 

House. — Mr.  Speaker,  Captain  Russell,  Mr. 
Beetham,  Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Lance,  Mr.  Lamach, 
Mr.  Macarthur,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Fergus. 

GoLDPiELDS  and  Mines. — Mr.  Lamach,  Mr. 
Cadman,  Mr.  Duncan,  Colonel  Eraser,  Mr. 
Grimmond,  Mr.  Guinness,  Major  Jackson,  Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  !Mackenzie,  Mr.  O'Conor,  Mr.  Pyke, 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves,  Mr.  Seddon,  Mr.  Vaien- 
tine,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  ATKINSON,  it  was 
resolved.  That  this  House  reaffirms  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  2nd  June,  1887,  relative  to 
private  Bills :  "  (1.)  That  the  promoters  of 
every  private  Bill  introduced  into  this  House 
or  brought  from  the  Legislative  Council  in  the 
present  session  of  Parliament  have  leave  to 
suspend  any  further  proceedings  thereupon,  in 
order  to  proceed  with  the  same  Bill  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament.  (2.)  That  the  promoters 
of  every  such  Bill  shall  give  notice  in  the  Pri- 
vate Bill  Office,  not  later  than  seven  days  after 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  of  their  inten- 
tion to  suspend  any  further  proceedings  there- 
on, and  of  their  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
same  Bill  in  the  next  session  from  the  stage  at 
which  proceedings  thereon  were  suspended." 
Mr,  B,  Thompson 


LOCAL  BILLS. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  the  House,  in  the 
last  session  of  the  last  Parliament,  had  passed 
a  resolution  with  regard  to  local  Bills,  but  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  not  done 
so.  He  was  given  to  understand,  however, 
that  this  would  cause  no  difficulty,  as  local 
Bills  came  under  the  Joint  Standing  Orders, 
and,  evidence  having  been  produced  before  the 
Committee  of  one  branch  that  the  proper  pre- 
liminary steps  in  the  way  of  advertising,  and  so 
on,  had  been  taken,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
other  branch  to  deal  with  the  Bill  on  its  merits 
upon  its  passing  through  the  House  in  which  it 
was  first  mtroduced.  He  therefore  understood 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  being  passed  by  the  other  House. 
There  was,  however,  an  addition  to  his  reso- 
lution, in  the  following  words :  "  Also  this  House 
resolves.  That  local  Bills  introduced  into  the 
House  in  the  last  session  may  be  proceeded 
with  from  the  stage  at  which  proceedings 
thereon  were  suspended  by  the  prorogation." 
He  wished  to  omit  that  paragraph,  for  this 
reason :  He  had  put  it  in  forgetting  for  the 
moment  that  this  was  a  new  Parliament.  If 
this  had  been  another  session  of  the  same  Par- 
liament it  would  be  quite  reasonable  to  pass 
such  a  resolution ;  but  it  was  hardly  proper  to 
ask  the  present  Parliament  to  take  up  at  any 
point  work  left  over  by  another  Parliament, 
because  members  of  a  new  Parliament  might 
have  entirely  different  views  from  those  held 
by  the  Parliament  preceding  it.  It  would 
therefore  be  better  that  they  should  begin 
altogether  anew  with  these  Bills,  as  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  precedent  to  lay  down  that 
one  Parliament  should  pass  over  measures  for 
another  Parliament  merely  to  complete. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **  That 
this  House  reaffirms  the  following  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
6th  June,  1887,  relative  to  local  Bills:  'That 
compliance  with  Stajiding  Orders  Nos.  350  to 
354  in  reference  to  local  Bills  introduced  into 
the  House  in  this  present  session  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  sufficient  compliance  with  those 
Standing  Orders  in  regard  to  the  same  Bills  if 
introduced  into  the  House  in  the  ensuing 
session  of  Parliament.' " — (Major  Atkinson,) 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  prefer  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  not  withdraw  the  latter 
part  of  the  resolution.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  drawing  a  rather  fanciful 
distinction  between  two  sessions  of  one  Parlia- 
ment and  two  sessions  of  two  Parliaments. 
Ample  opportunities  would  be  given  to  honour- 
able members  to  challenge  these  Bills  during 
their  passage  through  the  House  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  move  the  resolutions 
as  they  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  putting  great  pressure  on  private 
members  in  proposing  to  deprive  them  of 
several  weeks  of  what  was  expected  to  be  a 
short  session,  and  therefore  every  facility 
should  be  given  to  them  to  bring  forward  their 
measures.    He  was  not  prepared  to  make  any 
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arrangement  with  regard  to  an  adjournment, 
and  that  proposal  would  have  to  stand  on  its 
own  merits;  but,  seeing  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  asking  for  such  an  unprece- 
dented adjournment,  surely  he  ought  to  give 
every  facility  to  honourable  members  having 
charge  of  Bills,  some  of  which  were  no  doubt  of 
great  importance,  though  some  might  not  be. 
With  regard  to  the  opinion  which  the  honour- 
able gentlemaji  had  expressed  as  to  a  difficulty 
between  the  two  Houses,  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  conflict  of  opinion,  because,  al- 
though all  the  preliminary  stages  of  a  local  Bill 
might  have  been  gone  through  and  it  might 
be  forced  upon  the  Upper  House,  that  House 
could  carry  put  its  views  by  the  process  of 
happy  despatch  without  raising  any  question 
of  privilege  between  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  the  omission  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution  would  have  the 
effect  of  causing  all  local  Bills  to  go  to  the 
LocaJ  Bills  Committee,  and,  considering  the 
long  adjournment  which  it  was  proposed  to  ask 
for,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  if  that 
could  be  avoided.  There  would  be  ample 
opportunity  for  honourable  members  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  on  these  Bills  on  the  third 
reading,  or  while  they  were  going  through 
Committee,  beyond  which  stage  he  believed 
very  few  of  them  had  gone.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  resolution  would  be  passed  as  brought 
down. 

Major  STEWARD  thought  that  the  Premier 
was  perhaps  not  quite  leading  honourable 
members  safely  in  assuming  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  Legislative 
Council.  Having  had  charge  of  local  Bills 
before,  he  had  always  found  that  not  only  had 
the  promoters  to  produce  evidence  before  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  to  the  preliminary  stages  of  advertising 
and  so  on  having  been  gone  through,  but  they 
had  to  go  through  the  same  process  in  another 
place.  He  feared  that,  unless  some  resolution 
were  passed  in  which  the  Legislative  Council 
agreed,  that  body  would  again  require  that  all 
the  evidence  provided  for  by  the  Standing 
Orders  should  be  given.  He  merely  mentioned 
this  because  it  was  the  evident  intention  of  the 
Government  to  give  facilities  to  honourable 
members  in  charge  of  local  Bills. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  do  all  he 
could  in  the  way  of  removing  any  difficulties 
which  might  arise. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  difficulty  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimate  had  pointed  out  did  for- 
cibly obtrude  itself  with  regard  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  Evidence  had  to 
be  produced  there  to  show  that  the  Standing 
Orders  had  been  complied  with,  no  matter  what 
evidence  on  the  subject  had  been  taken  by  the 
Conmiittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  latter  portion 
of  the  resolution,  and  thought  it  would  be 
much  better  if  they  simply  dispensed  with 
proof  of  the  preliminary  stages  of  advertising 
and  so  forth  having  been  gone  through,  and 
that  the  consideration  of  the  Bills  should  then 


be  entered  upon  from  the  outset.  Honourable 
members  were  aware  that  some  of  these  Bills 
had  received  very  close  attention  last  session, 
and  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  contro- 
verted on  almost  every  point.  He  thought, 
therefore,  the  latter  portion  of  the  resolution 
should  be  omitted,  so  that  the  new  House,  in 
which  there  were  some  thirty  fresh  members, 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  its 
judgment  to  bear  upon  these  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  there  were  some 
thirteen  or  fourteen  local  Bills  already  given 
notice  of,  and  some  six  or  seven  standing  over 
from  last  session,  and,  as  only  Thursday  after- 
noon was  set  apart  for  considering  them,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  through  them  all 
unless  every  reasonable  concession  were  made 
to  those  in  charge  of  such  Bills. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  any  honourable  member  to  move  the 
addition  of  the  words  omitted  by  the  Premier, 
or  any  other  words  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  moved  the  addition  o 
the  words,  "  Also  this  House  resolves  that  local 
Bills  introduced  into  the  House  last  session 
may  be  proceeded  with  from  the  stage  at  which 
proceedings  tbereon  were  suspended  by  the  pro- 
rogation." 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  that,  as  there  evidently 
was  a  great  deal  of  difference  of  opinion  on  this 
question,  he  would  suggest  that  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans  should  alter  his  amend- 
ment in  a  way  which  he  believed  would  re- 
move the  difficulty.  He  would  suggest  that 
it  should  be  altered  to  read,  that  "  local  Bills 
introduced  into  the  House  and  reported  on  by 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  in  the  last  session 
may  be  set  down  for  their  second  reading  with- 
out being  again  referred  to  the  Local  Bills 
Committee."  That  would  give  an  opportunity 
of  having  the  whole  of  the  Bills  thoroughly  and 
fully  debated,  the  second  readings  being  moved 
and  the  debates  carried  on  in  the  ordinary 
manner;  merely  obviating  the  necessity  for 
the  Bills  being  produced  before  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  the  necessity  for  witnesses 
attending. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  Premier  would 
consent  to  the  amendment  if  altered  as  sug- 


Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  accepted  Mr.  Samuel's 
suggestion,  and  altered  his  amendment  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  FULTON  thought  it  would  establish  a 
dangerous  precedent  to  carry  such  a  motion  as 
the  one  proposed.  They  knew  very  well  that 
in  future  sessions  it  would  be  argued  that 
every  Bill  that  had  been  introduced  in  a  pre- 
ceding session  should  be  taken  up  at  the  stage 
where  it  had  been  left.  He  thought  that  to 
ask  that  Bills  should  stand  as  reported  from 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  was  to  ask  too 
much.  The  Local  Bills  Committee,  as  consti- 
tuted this  session,  would  differ  probably  from 
the  Committee  of  last  session,  and  it  was  only 
fair  to  give  the  new  Committee  an  opportunity 
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of  disoussing  the  various  Bills  on  their  merits, 
and  of  deciding  whether  they  should  come  to 
the  House  with  fresh  recommendations  or 
not.  As  to  the  practice  of  the  other  Chamber, 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate  had 
said  was  perfectly  true.  The  other  Chamber 
did  require,  and  always  had  required,  that  evi- 
dence should  be  produced  showing  that  proper 
notice  had  been  given  as  required  by  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.  In  so  doing  he  considered  that  the 
other  Chamber  had  acted  wisely,  because  in 
past  sessions — at  any  rate,  in  one  past  session 
— Bills  had  been  introduced  which  were  essen- 
tially local  Bills,  but  they  had  been  called 
Government  Bills  because  introduced  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Government,  and  the  Legislative 
Council  had  properly  put  its  foot  down  and 
prevented  them  going  through.  He  thought  it 
would  be  wise  to  adopt  the  resolution  without 
the  addition  proposed. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  thought  the  argument 
they  had  heard  just  now  should  have  very  little 
weight,  because  the  Local  Bills  Committee  did 
not  discuss  Bills  in  detail,  but  merely  satisfied 
itself  that  the  conditions  had  been  complied 
with  ;  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  last  year  had  not 
done  their  duty.  The  Committee  merely  saw 
if  there  was  any  reason  why  a  Bill  should  not 
proceed,  and  as  the  House  would  have  ample 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  Bills  he  thought 
that  was  really  all  that  was  needed.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  that 
if  all  the  conditions  had  again  to  be  complied 
with  it  would  be  impossible  for  these  Bills  to  be 
brought  in  during  the  present  session,  because 
they  would  have  to  be  advertised  for  three 
weeks,  and  deposited  in  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate's Court,  and  plans  must  be  drawn  afresh. 
He  could  not  see  how  any  possible  harm  could 
result  from  doing  what  was  proposed,  and  he 
understood  the  Government  was  willing  to 
accept  the  amendment. 

]Mr.  SEYMOUR  would  remark,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  suggestion  that  the  Bills  might  be 
opposed  in  another  place,  that  they  would  be 
considered  there  by  the  same  members  as  for- 
merly. The  conditions  were  different  in  the 
Council  from  those  that  prevailed  in  this 
House.  In  this  House  there  were  many  new 
members  who  might  wish  to  consider  them ; 
but  in  another  place  the  persons  who  would  be 
required  to  consider  them  had  probably  done  so 
alresbdy — probably  the  same  persons  formed  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  there  as  formerly — and, 
if  they  passed  the  Committee  last  session,  they 
might  be  proceeded  with  now.  His  impression 
was  that  the  amendment  was  desirable.  The 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  put  the  Bills,  so  fsbr  as 
this  House  was  concerned,  into  the  position  of 
public  Bills.  If  the  Bills  were  so  dealt  with,  it 
appeared  to  him  that,  either  on  their  second 
reading  or  upon  their  going  into  Committee, 
they  would  get  quite  a  sufficient  amount  of  con- 
sideration, and  the  proposal  would  enable  them 
to  get  a  little  more  forward  than  they  would  be 
if  left  without  an  amendment  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed.  The  adoption  of  the  amendment  would 
also  save  a  good  deal  of  expense  in  respect  to 
Mr,  Fulton 


witnesses,  who  otherwise  would  be  called  upon 
to  attend  and  state  their  cases  anew. 

Amendment    agreed    to,    and    motion,    as 
amended,  carried. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  GRAHAM, — Mr.  Speaker,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  my  name — namely,  the 
adoption  of  the  Address  in  Reply — I  must  say 
that  I  do  so  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
diffidence.  I  could  have  wished  that  the  duty 
had  been  conferred  on  some  one  more  able 
than  myself  to  do  justice  to  it,  but,  recognising 
the  honour  of  the  position,  I  shall  claim  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  in  the  performance  of  that 
duty — an  indulgence  which,  I  believe,  is  always 
accorded  to  members  who  for  the  first  time 
feel  themselves  in  the  somewhat  trying  position 
in  which  I  now  find  myself.  It  has  been  a 
matter  of  congratulation  to  this  House  and  to 
the  colony  generally  that  reference  should 
have  been  made  in  the  Governor's  Speech  to 
the  unprecedented  success  and  magniffcence 
which  attended  the  celebration  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's jubilee.  One  of  the  most  pronounced 
outcomes  of  that  jubilee  must  also  bo  a  matter 
of  great  congratulation,  and  that  is,  the  recog- 
nition of  the  position  which  the  colonies 
occupy  in  the  Empire,  destined  at  no  distant 
date  to  play  a  very  important  part  in  every- 
thing relating  to  the  Empire,  and  that  not 
only  in  her  social  aspects,  but  in  her  councils 
and  her  wars,  if,  unhappily,  she  should  become 
involved  in  war.  In  His  Excellency's  Speech 
reference  is  made  to  the  Imperial  Conference, 
and  we  are  told  that  matters  of  defence  have 
been  carefully  considered.  I  trust  that  the 
papers  which  the  Ministers  have  promised  to 
put  before  the  House  will  show  that  in  matters 
of  defence  New  Zealand  has  not  been  over- 
looked. I  have  also  noticed  with  great  satis- 
faction that  Ministers  recognise  it  as  their 
first  duty  that  they  must  effect  very  consider- 
able reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try. Retrenchment  is  a  thing  which  the 
country  as  a  whole  has  demanded ;  and  I  think 
the  present  is  a  better  opportunity  than  any 
which  has  ever  before  presented  itself  for 
Ministers  to  take  the  question  in  hand  in  a 
thorough  way,  and  to  bring  about  those  radical 
changes  so  necessary  for  the  government  of  the 
colony.  I  believe  every  member  of  this  House 
has  been  returned  pledged  to  a  policy  of 
retrenchment,  and  Ministers  will  be  backed 
by  the  members  of  this  House,  almost  to  a 
man,  in  ojiy  reasonable  scheme  of  retrench- 
ment which  they  may  bring  down.  The  pre- 
sent is  also  a  most  favourable  time,  inas- 
much as  constituencies  at  present  should  not, 
while  the  enthusiasm  and  universal  demand 
for  retrenchment  last,  call  out  if  their  par- 
ticular districts  should  be  touched.  They  are 
not  likely  either  to  hamper  their  representa- 
tives by  asking  for  expenditure  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  granted,  or  which  the  districts 
are  not  really  entitled  to.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  time  has  come  when  it  is  necessary  to 
make  large  reductions  in  the  expenditure,  and 
if  Ministers  can  do  that  without  destroying 
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the  efficiency  of  the  service  they  will  do  a 
great  work.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  this 
can  be  done  without  impairiug  the  efficiency, 
bat  whether  they  civn  do  it  without  inflicting  a 
considerable  amount  of  hardship  on  the  Civil 
servants  is  another  question.  I  hope  Ministers 
will  do  what  they  have  promised;  that,  in 
taking  the  question  intx>  consideration,  they 
will  look  at  it  also  from  this  point  of  view,  and 
do  their  best  to  inflict  as  little  hardship  and 
safiering  as  they  can.  They  ought  to  look  into 
every  department  and  see  what  work  the 
officers  of  each  department  are  doing,  ^f  they 
are  overworked  or  underworked,  if  they  are 
overpaid  or  underpaid,  and  whether  what  they 
are  doing  is  necessary  work  for  the  colony ;  be- 
cause, from  the  slight  knowledge  of  the  Govern- 
ment service  which  I  have,  I  believe  that  a 
great  number  of  officers  all  over  the  country  are 
at  work  that  can  very  well  be  dispensed  with. 
This  is  one  of  the  flrst  points  which  Ministers 
ought  to  take  into  consideration  in  eflecting 
very  much  needed  reductions  in  expenditure. 
Of  course  it  will  take  a  very  considerable  time 
to  do  this ;  and  I  think,  if  Ministers  are  able 
to  mature  and  to  bring  down  next  session 
measures  of  such  radical  -change  as  will  effect 
the  saving  which  people  expect,  they  will 
have  done  the  country  a  very  great  service 
indeed.  This  is  a  matter  which  wants  very 
careful  consideration,  and  which  will  require 
some  considerable  time  to  go  into.  Another 
question  touched  upon  in  the  Speech  is  the 
settlement  of  lands.  This  also  is  a  very  vital 
question  for  this  country.  It  is  only  by  having 
our  lands  settled  that  we  can  expect  to  have 
the  large  annual  burden  for  interest  which  the 
colony  is  now  suffering  under  relieved.  It  is 
only  by  increased  population  located  on  the 
land,  and  increased  production  and  export, 
that  we  can  hope  to  have  any  relief  in  this 
shape.  This  is  a  question  of  very  vital  import- 
ance, especially  to  the  district  I  represent.  I 
believe  in  that  district  there  are  something 
like  four  million  acres  of  Grown  and  Native 
lands  unoccupied,  still  untouched.  Apart  alto- 
gether from  the  question  of  general  revenue, 
what  we  want  very  much  is  to  have  these  lands 
opened  up,  to  assist  our  local  bodies  in  making 
roads,  in  making  bridges,  and  other  neces- 
sary works.  In  addition  to  these  we  have 
burdened  ourselves  with  the  expense  of  large 
harbour-works,  which  are  being  constructed 
entirely  at  our  own  expense.  It  was  assumed 
when  they  were  started  that  there  would  be 
a  regular  progression  of  settlement  —  that 
land  would  be  taken  up  and  settlement  in- 
creased. But  these  anticipations  have  not 
been  realised.  During  the  last  few  years  little 
or  no  land  has  been  taken  up  for  settlement  on 
the  East  Coast.  While  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  account  for  the  causes,  no  doubt  one  of  the 
causes  has  been  a  defective  land-system  and 
the  absurd  regulations  and  conditions  on  which 
a  great  deal  of  the  land  has  been  offered.  I  will 
not  go  fully  into  this  question  at  present,  but 
will  only  say  that  a  very  considerable  area  of 
the  land  which  has  been  put  up  during  the  last 
twelve  months  for  lease  and  sale  on  the  East 


Coast  has  been  put  up  under  such  regula- 
tions and  conditions  that  no  one  would  touch 
it.  Any  one  acquainted  with  the  matter 
could  have  foreseen  from  the  first  that  such 
would  be  the  case.  I  trust  that  when  Minis- 
ters take  the  subject  into  consideration  they 
will  take  care  to  seek  the  advice  of  men  in  the 
several  districts  who  know  what  the  land  is, 
and  what  it  is  capable  of  doing.  I  do  not 
thiujc  that  one  system  of  land-legislation  will 
suffice.  It  will  require  more  than  one  system 
for  the  North  and  South,  because,  from  the 
great  variation  in  the  character  of  the  land  and 
in  the  configuration  of  the  country,  and  the 
conditions  generally,  it  is  quite  impossible  for 
other  than  local  men  who  know  the  land  and 
its  capabilities  to  frame  regulations  which 
will  induce  bond  fide  settlement.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  I  was  struck  with  a 
remark  in  His  Excellency's  Speech  as  to 
the  difficulty  which  some  holders  under  the 
Crown  are  struggling  under,  and  the  relief 
which  the  Government  propose  to  give  them. 
Now,  this  is  what  I  have  seen  very  often : 
men  that,  although  accustomed  to  farming- 
work,  and  who  form  a  very  desirable  class  of 
settlers,  who  have  saved  up  a  little  money, 
often  make  the  mistake  of  giving  too  much 
for  land.  This  fact  shows  the  necessity  of 
having  land  regulations  and  conditions  drawn 
up  by  men  who  know  exactly  what  the  land  is 
capable  of  doing.  I  consider  that  it  is  in  many 
cases  a  great  loss  to  the  State  to  take  the 
highest  amount  it  can  possibly  get  for  freehold 
or  leasehold  land  from  that  class  of  settlers.  I 
think  land  ought  to  be  given  at  such  a  price  as 
will  enable  settlers  to  do  well  out  of  it.  It  would 
pay  the  State  better  if  these  settlers  were  placed 
in  a  position  which  would  enable  them  to 
make  a  good  living  out  of  the  land,  instead  ol 
struggling  on  for  years  as  many  of  them  are 
doing  now.  Another  thing  in  connection  with 
the  opening-up  of  land  is  road-making,  and  I 
trust  the  Government  will  see  their  way  to  do 
something  in  scattered  districts  such  as  the  one 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent.  It  is  perfectly 
impossible  to  open  up  the  land  or  for  settlement 
to  go  on  unless  roads  are  opened  up,  and  I  trust 
the  Government  will  see  their  way  to  afford 
local  bodies  greater  facilities  and  greater  aid  in 
some  way  for  the  purpose  of  doing  this  very 
necessary  work.  In  particular  districts,  such 
as  the  one  I  represent,  where  there  has  been  no 
expenditure  on  railways,  and  where  the  coun- 
try cannot  possibly  be  opened  up  unless  some 
means  of  communication  are  afforded,  I  think 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  increased  powers 
should  be  given  to  local  bodies.  In  connection 
with  this  matter  I  have  been  informed  that  it 
is  the  intention  to  do  away  with  the  assistance 
which  is  now  given  to  local  bodies  under  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act.  If  such 
a  measure  is  brought  down  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  resist  it,  because  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  injustice  to  the  district  I  represent  un- 
less something  is  substituted  for  the  rates  on 
Crown  and  Native  land.  I  consider  this  and 
other  districts  would  suffer  very  much,  and 
would  be  making  these  lands  valuable  at  the 
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expense  of  very  sparse  and  struggling  popula- 
tions of  settlers.  I  think  also  that  some 
scheme  might  be  inaugurated  which  would 
induce  a  farming  class  with  money  to  come 
to  New  Zealand  and  settle  on  the  lands  of  the 
colony.  I  think  this  is  a  scheme  which  might 
very  well  have  the  attention  of  Ministers.  I 
shall  take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  a 
petition  from  the  East  Goskst,  which  I  this  day 
laid  on  the  table ;  and  I  recommend  that  peti- 
tion to  the  favourable  notice  of  the  House.  If 
the  Government  can  see  their  way  to  adopt  the 
course  pointed  out,  I  consider  that  the  East 
Coast  forms  a  very  favourable  field  for  any  such 
settlement.  There  is  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try a  very  large  area  of  land  still  untouched  ; 
there  is  a  good  climate,  and  good  soil,  and 
every  inducement  to  settle,  with  the  exception 
of  roads,  which  of  course  would  come  by-and- 
by.  On  the  question  of  railways  I  do  not 
know  very  much.  In  my  district  we  are  out 
of  all  railway  communication ;  we  a.re  some 
hundred  miles  distant  from  any  railway  sys- 
tem. The  only  thing  I  know  about  railways  is 
that  they  have  not  been  paying,  and  that  we 
are  helping  to  pay  the  yearly  accruing  inter- 
est to  make  up  the  loss  on  these  railways. 
Now,  I  think  that  is  very  hard  indeed  on  us, 
and  I  think  that  if  Ministers  can  find  any 
means  of  making  the  railways  pay,  and  espe- 
cially if  they  can  at  the  same  time  increase 
the  public  convenience  by  the  railways,  they 
will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  whole  country. 
To  make  them  pay,  however,  should,  I  think, 
be  the  first  consideration.  I  will  now.  Sir, 
touch  upon  another  question  mentioned  in  His 
Excellency's  Speech — that  is,  the  subject  of  the 
Native  lands.  That  is  a  subject  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  whole  of  the  North  Island,  and 
especially  so  to  the  district  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent.  In  that  district  there  are  now 
something  like  four  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  under  European  occupation,  and  of  that 
total  of  four  hundred  thousand  acres  the  title  of 
only  some  sixty  thousand  acres  has  been  derived 
direct  from  the  Crown ;  the  title  for  the  whole 
of  the  rest  has  been  derived  from  the  Natives 
by  private  individuals,  and  I  believe  that  a 
full  half  of  tbese  titles  are  incomplete  at 
the  present  moment.  Now,  it  requires  one 
who  has  lived  in  a  Native  district  for  some 
time,  and  who  has  had  something  to  do  with 
the  subject,  to  know  what  a  millstone  round 
the  neck  of  any  district  incomplete  titles  and 
difficulty  in  getting  titles  is.  That  difficulty 
has  paralysed  the  East  Coast  for  years ;  it  has 
stopped  settlement  there,  ajid  it  has  stopped 
its  progress  in  every  way.  I  have  been  in  the 
position  of  having  to  contend  with  that  diffi- 
culty myself,  and  I  sun  pretty  conversant  with 
the  subject,  and  I  believe  I  am  within  the 
mark  in  saying  that  within  the  last  ten  years 
it  has  cost  the  people  of  the  East  Coast  every 
penny  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  trying 
to  find  out  what  the  different  Native  Acts 
passed  by  this  Parliament  have  meant — simply 
in  getting  interpreted  the  laws  they  have  been 
given  to  observe.  The  district  has  kept  on  year 
ftfter  year  crying  for  bread  in  the  shape  of  a 
Mr.  Oraham 


workable  Native  Lands  Act,  and  instead  o£ 
bread  Parliaments  and  Governments  have  been 
giving  us  stones ;  and  during  the  last  few  years 
they  have  also  shown  an  inclination  to  pitch  the 
stones  at  our  heads,  as  if  they  wanted  to  kill  us 
outright.  I  do  trust  that  Ministers  will  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  affording  us  some  relief 
as  regards  Native-land  laws,  because  I  think  it 
is  not  right  that  the  people  of  any  district 
should  be  so  heavily  taxed  to  find  out  the 
meaning  of  the  laws  made  for  them.  The  tem- 
porary relief  promised  to  be  afforded  should  be 
in  the  direction  of  giving  every  facility  for  the 
completion  of  titles,  and  should  also,  I  think, 
give  Natives  who  own  valuable  lands  and  have 
their  titles  individualised  liberty  to  deal  as 
they  please  with  their  lands.  In  our  district 
there  are  a  great  many  Natives  living  in  the 
town,  or  close  to  town,  who  are  educated, 
and  are  just  as  capable  of  looking  after  their 
own  business  as  the  average  European — many 
of  them  probably  a  great  deal  better — and 
numbers  of  these  Natives  find  it  a  great 
hardship  to  be  so  restricted  in  the  management 
of  their  own  property.  They  look  on  it  almost 
as  an  insult  to  themselves  that  they  should  be 
so  hampered  and  fettered.  They  own  valuable 
lands  which  they  are  quite  unable  to  deal  with, 
and  they  resent  being  made  the  subject  of 
special  legislation  and  their  not  being  allowed 
to  deal  with  their  land  as  they  like.  I  think 
that  any  immediate  relief  given  should  be  in 
the  direction  I  have  stated.  As  for  any  large 
and  comprehensive  Act,  of  course  the  question 
has  come  to  be  surrounded  with  such  difficul- 
ties and  complications  that  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  do  anything  without  very  careful 
consideration  indeed  ;  and  I  trust  that  Minis- 
ters, in  considering  the  subject,  will  consult 
men  in  the  different  districts  who  know  in  what 
position  thtf  question  really  is,  who  have  been 
interested  in  the  subject  themselves,  and  who 
know  the  particular  difficulties  that  have  arisen 
in  the  various  districts  ;  because  I  believe  that 
each  district  has  foimd  particular  difficulties  of 
its  own  under  the  Native  Land  Acts  passed. 
The  district  I  represent  has  been  prejudicially 
affected  in  certain  ways  by  those  Acts,  and  I 
believe  they  have  affected  other  districts  preju- 
dicially in  other  ways.  A  thoroughly  compre- 
hensive scheme  cannot  be  expected  to  be  framed 
immediately.  No  one  can  imagine  that  a  ques- 
tion surrounded  with  so  many  and  such  great 
difficulties  can  be  settled  hurriedly ;  but  the 
problem  must  be  solved,  and  it  must  be  at- 
tacked persistently,  firmly,  and  carefully  until 
it  is  done.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think, 
that  any  legislation  on  this  subject  should  go  in 
the  direction  of  doing  away  with  all  the  dis- 
tinctions between  the  two  races,  because  it  is 
perfectly  apparent  to  every  one  who  knows 
anjrthing  about  the  Natives  that  the  great  bulk 
of  them  are  just  as  capable  of  looking  after 
their  own  interests  as  are  Europeans,  and  they 
are  quite  ready  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
burdens,  responsibilities,  and  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship. I  think  it  would  be  premature  to  say 
anything  now,  Sir,  on  the  subject  of  one  para- 
graph of  His  Excellency's  Speech — ^namely,  that 
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relating  to  the  estimates ;  but  I  hope  that  when 
they  are  brought  down  they  will  show  that 
Ministers  are  able  to  keep  the  expenditure  of 
the  colony  within  the  revenue,  and  to  avoid  any 
increase  of  taxation — at  any  rate,  to  avoid  any 
increase  of  taxation  through  the  Customs ;  I 
trust,  at  all  events,  that  they  will  be  able  to 
avoid  that.    On  the  question  of  education  I 
have  only  a  few  words  to  say  on  this  occasion. 
We  know  that  our  national  system  of  primary 
education  gives  general  satisfaction  all  over  the 
country  as  far  as  its  results  are  concerned; 
but  if  any  lessening  of  its  cost  can  be  effected 
I  believe  the  country  will  be  extremely  glad  to 
hear  it.    I  ask  Ministers,  when  they  come  to 
deal  with  the  education  question,  to  especially 
consider  the  claims  of  the  sparsely-settled  coun- 
try districts.    I  think  the  present  system  of 
capitation  allowance  is  scarcely  fair  to  such 
districts.     Wo  all  know  the  evil  of  too  great  a 
proportion  of  the  population  crowding  into  the 
towns,  and  I  think  that  anything  that  can  be 
done  by  means  of   our  education  system  to 
counteract    the    tendency    to    overcrowd    the 
towns  should  bo  done.    I  think  the  greater 
facilities  afforded  in  the  towns  for  children  to 
receive  a  good  education  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  reluctance  shown  by  many  people  who 
would  make  good  country  settlers  to  going  and 
settling  in  the  country.    I  myself  know  many 
men — and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  same  all 
over  the  country — who  are  well  adapted  to  be 
successful  settlers  in  the  country  districts,  and 
who  would  like  to  go  into  the  countr}',  where 
their  services  are  required,  but  who  do  not  care 
to  do  so,  but  rather  try  to  find  employment  in 
town,  simply  on  account  of  the  education  of 
their  families.    That  has  a  twofold  evil  effect : 
it  prevents  many  of  the  present  generation  from 
going  to  settle  in  the  country,  where  there  is 
work  for  them  and  where  they  are  urgently 
wanted,  and  keeps  them    to    overcrowd    the 
towns  ;  and  it  also,  by  causing  the  children  to 
be  brought  up  in  towns  and  made  used  to  town 
ways  of  life,  prevents  a  still  larger  number  of 
the  generation  to  follow  being  country  settlers, 
whereas  if  they  were  reared  and  educated  in 
the  country  the  probabilities  are  that   they 
would  take  to  country  pursuits  from  the  first 
and  remain  at  them  through  life.    I  think  the 
education  expenditure  should  not  be  dealt  with 
on  a  capitation  basis  altogether,  but  that  in- 
creased consideration,  as  compsured  with  towns, 
should  be  given  to  the  sparsely-populated  dis- 
tricts— that  they  should  receive  more  favour- 
able treatment  than  they  have  received  in  the 
past.    Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer  now,  but  I  shall  simply  conclude  by  say- 
ing that  I  think  the  Speech  as  a  whole  is  a 
plain  and  sensible  one.    I  do  not  think  Minis- 
ters have  promised  too  much  in  it,  and  there,  is 
a  genuine  ring  about  it  which  I  think  shows 
tha^  they  mean  business.    It  is  a  Speech  short 
and  to  the  point,  and  I  trust  Ministers  will  be 
able  to  do  as  they  have  indicated  in  it  they 
propose  to  do.    I  think  the  facility  with  which 
the  new  Ministry  was  formed  is  a  good  omen. 
I  think  it  shows  that  the  House  is  willing  to 
give  the  new  Government  every  opportunity  of 


bringing  down  such  measures  as  they  think  fit 
to  meet  the  urgent  needs  of  the  country,  and 
that  if  those  measures  are  found  sufficient  to 
meet  those  needs  honourable  members  gene- 
rally will  give  the  Government  every  assistance 
and  consideration  in  making  their  measures  as 
effective  as  they  should  be  and  in  passing  them. 
Sir,  I  will  not  at  present  say  more,  but  will 
leave  my  motion  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McGKEGOE.— Sir,  I  have  very  great 
pleasure  indeed  in  rising  to  second  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  the  East  Coast  for  an  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Governor's  Speech.    Before  proceeding 
to  refer  to  that  Speech  I  should  like  to  be 
allowed  to  say  that  my  position  here  is  to  some 
extent  one  of  difficulty  and  to  some  extent  one 
of  regret.    I  have  the  difficulty  in  occupying 
this  evening  the  position  of  one  who,  through 
no  fault  of  his  own,  but  simply  from  what  may 
be  called  the  act  of  God,  is  not  here  instead  of 
myself.    I  refer  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  had 
the  honour  of  representing  Akaroa  so  many 
years  in  this  House.    I  feel  sure  that  in  the 
present  position  of  the  colony  his  wisdom  and 
calm  grasp  of  public  affairs  would  have  been 
of  great  value ;  but,  as  honourable  members 
know,  my  respected  friend  was  unable  to  come 
here  owing   to  ill -health,  and  I  have  been 
chosen  as  his  unworthy  successor.     Sir,  I  feel 
sure  the  House  will  extend  to  myself,  in  the 
few  brief  remarks  I  shall  make,  the  same  kind 
feeling  it  has  extended  to  the  mover.    I  shall 
offer  but  very  few  observations  in  connection 
with  the  Speech.    In  the  first  pla.ce,  I  con- 
gratulate Ministers  on  its  brevity.     That,  I 
think,  is  a  very  important  thing  indeed.    The 
omission  of  all  the  usual  padding,  verbiage,  and 
surplusage  is  a  welcome  change,  and,  with  all 
respect  to  previous  Ministries,  I  think  it  is  the 
proper  course  to  pursue,  because  new  members 
coming  up  from  distant  parts  of  the  country, 
and  not  being  versed  in  parliamentary  warfare, 
are  often  not  quite  able  to  grasp  the  statement 
of  the  position  when  that  statement  is  wrapped 
up  in  a  huge  cloud  of  verbiage.    On  this  par- 
ticular occasion  there  is  not  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  finding  out  exactly  what  the  Speech 
means;   it  goes  forth  to  all  men  capable  of 
understanding  the  plainest  English  cbs  a  clear 
exposition  in  outline  of  what  the  Ministry  pro- 
pose to  do.    The  country  hc^  distinctly  declared 
in  favour  of  retrenchment,  and  that  is  therefore 
fittingly  the  main  subject  of  the  Speech ;  and  I 
think  it  is  a  good  augury  of  the  earnestness  of 
Ministers  that  this  great  subject  is  dealt  with 
briefly  and  sensibly  in  less  than  six  lines  of  the 
Speech.    When  a  document  of  that  sort  is  so 
clear  and  so  incisive,  I  feel  sure  that  its  authors 
must  mean  what  they  are  about.    Sir,  I  hope 
the  Ministers  will  realise   the  hopes  of  the 
country  in  their  proposals  for  retrenchment, 
and,  if  so,  I  feel  sure  that  a  great  majority  of 
this  House  will  assist  them  in  every  way  to 
carry  out  their  proposals.    Retrenchment,  we 
all  Imow,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  un- 
pleasant tasks  in  the  world,  and  I  think  we 
should  not  only  help  Ministers  to  our  utmost 
in  that  task,  but  that  we  should  set  an  example 
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by  beginnmg  with  ourselves,  and  from  onrselves 
we  should  go  through  every  part  of  the  public 
service,  dispensiog  with  what  is  not  wanted  and 
reducing  where  there  is  more  than  is  wanted. 
We  have  a  gigantic  system  of  government, 
large  enough,  one  would  think,  for  the  Russian 
Empire,  and  we  must  go  through  the  whole 
of  this  huge  staff  and  paraphernalia.  I  do 
not  want  to  see  a  single  officer  who  is  really 
needed  dispensed  with,  or  one  given  less  than 
he  really  earns  and  is  worth,  nor,  I  am  sure,  do 
any  of  us  wish  to  see  the  public  service  im- 
paired— I  should  be  the  last  one  to  assist  in 
a  course  of  that  sort ;  but  it  is  for  Minis- 
ters to  see  if  some  parts  of  the  public  ser- 
vice cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  it  is  for 
us  to  assist  them.  If  there  is  any  wavering  in 
the  country  in  the  demand  for  retrenchment, 
if  there  is  any  lessening  of  the  disposition  to 
loyally  and  faithfully  go  through  with  the  great 
work,  there  should  be  no  wavering  in  this 
House.  I  believe  there  will  be  no  wavering, 
either  in  the  country  or  in  this  House.  We 
all  know  the  applications  that  are  continually 
being  sent  up  for  objects  involving  expenditure 
of  public  money  in  different  districts,  for  fresh 
Government  offices  of  some  kind  or  another; 
but  if  the  people  are  really  in  earnest  in  trying 
to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  the  country  they 
must  be  prepared  to  forego  some  of  the  con- 
veniences which  they  might  expect  if  our 
finances  were  in  a  better  state,  and  it  will  be 
for  this  House  to  show  that  we  are  thoroughly 
in  earnest,  and  determined  to  carry  out  the 
great  policy  which  the  country  from  one  end  to 
the  other  has  declared  for  in  the  loudest  tones 
of  the  great  voice  of  the  people.  Retrench- 
ment is  the  great  question  of  the  hour ;  and, 
even  if  the  people  were  not  in  earnest — and  I 
am  sure  they  are — j'et  we  must  be.  However 
disagreeable  it  may  be  wo  must  lay  the  axe  at 
the  root  of  the  tree.  No  doubt  what  has  to 
be  done  will  be  distasteful  to  many  who  have 
helped  to  erect  our  great  svstem  of  government, 
and  to  many  who  have  been  connected  with 
parts  of  that  system.  I  am  sure  it  will  not 
be  a  very  palatable  operation  to  some  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  occupying  the  Govern- 
ment benches  at  the  present  time  to  assist  to 
destroy  the  gigantic  edifice  which  they  have 
had  a  share  in  raising.  It  is  a  very  great  and 
a  very  disagreeable  task,  but  nevertheless  that 
is  our  task  at  present,  and  we  must  do  it.  I 
feel  perfectly  sure  that  the  Premier  when  he 
made  that  statement  was  perfectly  sincere ;  for, 
although  I  have  known  the  honourable  gentle- 
man by  reputation  for  some  years  past,  it  has 
not  been  until  very  recently — in  fact,  not  till  I 
came  up  here — that  I  have  known  him  person- 
ally, and  I  feel  that  there  is  an  earnest  ring 
about  his  utterances,  and  a  strength  of  cha- 
racter shown  by  him,  which  indicate  that  he  is 
the  proper  man  for  his  present  position.  There 
are  other  questions  of  policy  raised  by  this 
Speech  which  I  cannot  now  deal  with,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  a  passing  allusion  to  that 
portion  oi  the  Speech  which  refers  to  the  land 
question.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  land- 
laws  of  this  colony  are  varied  enough  and 
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ample  enough  for  all  purposes ;  but  what  we 
want  is  more  practical  administration,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  honest  intention  of  the 
Government  to  give  us  this.  We  know  that 
there  are  large  tracts  of  land  in  this  colony  on 
which  the  sun  shines  day  by  day  and  which 
yield  no  return,  and  I  hope  and  believe  that 
it  will  be  the  object  of  the  Government  to 
adopt  measures  which  will  be  calculated  to 
tempt  people  to  come  to  this  colony  and  take 
up  tne  land  and  settle  upon  it,  on  terms  which 
will  enable  the  colony  to  provide  them  with 
roads  and  bridges.  I  believe  that  this  is  the 
correct  course  to  pursue  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  hope  that  we  shall  get  rid  of  our  lands  on 
terms  which  will  not  only  promote  settlement, 
but  also  help  revenue,  that  the  accounts  may 
do  something  more  than  merely  balance.  We 
know  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Government, 
whatever  its  benefits  in  other  directions,  led  to 
a  deficit  in  the  land  revenue  during  last  year. 
I  do  not  think  we  want  a  continuance  of  that. 
We  want  to  see  the  people  settling  on  the  land, 
but  on  terms  which  shall  at  any  rate  be  fair  to 
the  country.  Anotlicr  paragraph  in  the  Speech 
which  I  wish  to  just  notice  is  that  relating  to 
the  relief  of  the  smaller  settlers  who  are  hold- 
ing land  from  the  colony.  No  one  more  than 
myself  wishes  to  see  relief  extended  to  every 
honest  and  industrious  settler  in  tiio  colony; 
but  at  the  -same  time  any  scheme  which 
would  encourage  improvidence  or  recklessness 
would  be,  I  think,  a  mistake.  It  is  putting 
a  premium  upon  want  of  industry  and  want 
of  thrift.  The  great  Minister  of  thrift  has 
now  left  this  House,  but  there  are  still 
people  in  the  House  who  believe  in  that  great 
doctrine,  and  who  believe  that  people  who 
settle  on  the  land  should,  when  they  go  on 
the  land,  be  aware  of  their  responsibilities.  I 
shall  not  weary  the  House  with  any  long 
speech  in  connection  with  the  various  other 
matters,  but  I  may  say  this :  that,  if  the  Go- 
vernment display  the  wisdom  which  they  have 
by  this  Speech  given  indications  of  possessing, 
they  will  be  able  to  do  vast  benefit  to  this 
country.  I  believe  that  they  have  great 
opportunities  of  assisting  the  country.  I 
believe  that  they  have  a  great  opportunity 
of  assisting  us  in  connection  with  securing 
a  more  perfect  system  of  railway  manage- 
ment. I  believe  that  they  have  a  great 
opportunity  in  connection  ^isnth  educational 
matters.  The  country  has  distinctly  and  em- 
phatically declared  that  the  system  of  educa- 
tion should  be  built  up  with  care,  thougti  its 
efficiency  is  not  to  be  tampered  with  in  the 
slightest  degree.  There  is  only  one  other 
matter  on  which  I  shall  touch,  and  on  which  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood,  ai\d  that  is 
the  paragraph  in  the  Speech  which  refers  to 
tariff  proposals.  I  wish  the  House  to  distinctly 
understand  that  I  am  by  reading,  by  convic- 
tion, and  by  instinct  a  Free-trader,  and  that  if 
the  Government  tinker  with  the  tariff  —  al- 
though it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  anoma- 
lies—in a  spirit  of  protection,  I  certainly  shall 
not  be  with  them.  So  I  hope  there  will  not  be 
any  misunderstanding  on  that  point.    I  wish 
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only  to  make  this  particular  observation: 
Gorlyle  says,  "To  sit  as  a  passive  bucket,  and 
be  pumped  into  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  can 
in  the  end  be  exhilarating  to  no  creature." 
That  position  I  will  not  pretend  to  take,  but, 
generally  speaking,  I  think  that  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  indicates  distinctly  the  verdict 
of  the  country,  and  I  believe  that  these  gentle- 
men who  now  occupy  the  Government  benches 
will  rise  to  the  height  of  the  argument,  and 
will  shortly  bring  down  such  measures  as  will 
make  the  sun  of  prosperity  to  rise  again  upon 
the  Great  Britain  of  the  South. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
an  Address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  reply  to  the  Speech  which  His 
Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  both 
Houses." — {Mr.  Graham.) 

Sit  J.  VOGEL.— If  it  be  the  desire  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  present  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  the  policy  of  the  Government 
I  shall  be  most  happy  to  give  way  to  him.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  accept  my 
offer  I  shall  have  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
situation  as  it  stands.  And  lot  me  say  that, 
however  much  we  may  agree  —  and  I  think 
that  the  House  does  agree  unanimously — with 
the  necessity  for  retrenchment,  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  and 
his  colleagues  will  find  that  they  cannot  shel- 
ter themselves  under  that  one  question  from 
making  explanations  to  the  House.  It  is  unusual 
for  a  Government  to  take  advantage  of  the 
demand  for  retrenchment  and  to  shelter  them- 
selves behind  that  plea  from  bringing  down 
the  customary  Ministerial  explanations.  But 
I  wUl,  before  proceeding  further  with  that, 
congratulate  the  honourable  member  who 
moved  the  Address  and  the  honourable  member 
who  seconded  it  upon  the  manner  in  which 
they  treated  the  subject.  Whether  or  not  we 
are  able  to  agree  with  them  in  everything,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  House  will  recognise  that 
we  have  added  to  the  number  of  members 
gentlemen  who  are  well  qualified  to  take  part 
in  our  debates  and  to  form  a  judgment  upon 
the  questions  that  will  come  before  us.  I  am 
not  able  to  say,  however,  that  I  agree  with  all 
that  was  said;  but  there  is  only  one  point  I 
shall  refer  to  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  East  Coast,  and  against  which 
I  vrish  to  enter  my  firm  protest,  and  to  express 
the  hope  that  he  misunderstood  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  that  respect.  It  is  not 
unnatural  that  such  an  expression  of  opinion 
should  come  from  an  honourable  member  who 
represents  the  East  Coast,  because,  he  being 
out  of  the  line  of  railways,  I  am  sorry  to  say,— 
his  district  not  being  blessed  with  railways, — it 
naturally  follows  that  it  is  hard  for  his  district 
to  bear  the  cost,  or  a  shaje  of  the  cost,  of  rail- 
ways in  other  districts.  It  is  not  unnatural 
that  such  a  remark  should  come  from  him ;  but 
I  must  protest  strongly  against  the  doctrine 
which  he  laid  down  that  the  railways  should  be 
worked  with  the  single  or  sole  desire  to  make 
them  yield  interest  upon  their  cost.  That  has 
not  been  the  policy  of  any  Government.    I  be- 


lieve that  very  large  additional  revenue  might 
be  obtained  from  the  railways ;  I  have  estimated 
that  a  sum  of  at  least  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  might  be  obtained  by  additions  to  the 
tariff :  but  I  have  always  held  that  part  of  the 
object  of  constructing  the  railways  was  to  give 
the  settlers  of  the  country  the  vast  indirect  and 
direct  advantages  arising  from  them,  and  that 
to  make  them  return  full  interest  upon  cost 
was  not  an  object  that  any  Government  could 
entertain  for  many  years  to  come.      If  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  right — and  there  is 
an  ambiguous  expression  in  the  Speech  which 
seems  to  excuse  him  for  supposing  that  to  be 
the  policy  of  the  Govcrmnent — then  it  means 
that  we  are  to  have  a  large  increase  in  the 
rates — greater  rates  than  have  been  seen  in 
any  previous  period.    I  vfiW  not  refer  to  the 
seconder  of  the  motion  beyond  sajdng  that  I 
could  not  help  feeling  surprised  that  the  irony 
of  events  should  bring  to  us  this  evening,  as  the 
seconder  of  an  Address  in  reply  to  a  Speech 
framed  by  a  Government  presided  over  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  the  successor 
to  a  gentleman  who  was  for  years — many  years 
— engaged  in  keeping  out  of  power  that  same 
honourable  gentleman.     It  seemed  to  me  to 
bo  the  more  funny,  if  I  may  say  so,  because  I 
understood  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say 
tbat  he  was  going  to  tread  iu  the  footsteps  of 
his  predecessor,  Mr.  Montgomery. 
Mr.  McGREGOR.~No. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  all  I  have  to  say  is 
that  I  misunderstood  the  honourable  gentle- 
man.   I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  to  under- 
stand, from  the  remark  made  by  the  honour- 
able   gentleman,    that    in    his    opinion    the 
Supreme    Power   has    intervened    to    remove 
Mr.  Montgomery  with  the  object  of  enabling 
the  District  of  Akaroa  to  reverse  the  opinions 
of   policy   it   has   expressed  for   many  years 
past.     Before  I  come  to  the  question  of  the 
Address  in  Reply  I  should  like  to  say  some- 
thing upon  the  whole  situation,  if  the  honour- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
will  admit  I  am  justified  in  doing  so.    The  first 
point  I  wish  to  express  my  opinion  on  is  that  the 
proceedings  of  last  week,  by  means  of  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  managed  to  form  a 
Government,  as  one  gentleman  said,  easily, — 
though  I  rather  doubt  that, — are,  it  seems  to 
me,  most  unusual  and  most  undesirable.     The 
facts  of  the  case,  if  I  imderstand  them  aright, 
and  as  disclosed  in  reports  in  the  newspaper, 
apparently   published    with    authority,    were 
these :  The  honourable  member,  without  hav- 
ing undertaken  to  form  a  Ministry,  called  a 
succession  of  meetings,   at  which  he  tried  to 
pledge  a  number  of  members  to  follow  him, 
without  knowing  what  his  policy  was  to  be,  or 
who  his  colleagues  were  to  be,    I  do  not  know 
whether  honourable  members  have  visited  the 
establishments  where  sheep   are    slaughtered 
and  frozen  before  being  sent  away  to  other 
lands.    I  have  not  done  so,  but  some  one  was 
describing  it  to  me  the  other  day,  and  I  na- 
turally asked,  **  How  is  it  that  these  sheep,  with 
the  instincts  they  must  possess,  are  willing  to 
proceed  to  slaughter  ?  "    He  said  that  two  or 
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three  experienced  wethers  calmly  led  these 
sheep  on  to  the  place  where  they  were  to  he 
executed,  and  then  retired.  It  seems  to  me 
that  two  or  three  trained  sheep,  acting  for 
the  honourable  gentleman,  tried  to  lead  other 
sheep  to  the  slaughter,  but  there  the  good 
sense  and  discretion  of  these  honourable  gentle- 
men came  in,  and  they  would  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  bound  either  to  a  Ministry  whom 
they  did  not  know  or  to  principles  of  which 
they  were  not  aware.  So  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  at  last  to  make  a  bold  dive.  There 
was  a  strong  attempt  made  to  put  the  word 
"  loyal "  into  a  resolution,  because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  astute  enough  to  know 
that  Englishmen  have  an  abhorrence  of  any- 
thing which  savours  of  disloyalty,  and  that,  if 
that  word  were  introduced,  votes  might  be  ob- 
tained even  when  opinions  were  widely  different. 
That  trap  was  escaped,  and  then  the  Ministry 
was  disclosed.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  at  the 
very  last  meeting,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  telling  those  honourable  gentlemen  all 
about  these  things,  ho  had  in  his  pocket  a 
list  of  the  members  of  the  new  Government. 
He  had  not  the  candour  to  reveal  that  to 
tlie  meeting,  but  still  kept  endeavouring  to 
compromise  them  by  pledges  in  order  to  as- 
sure himself  of  support  for  an  indefinite  time. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  wish  me  to 
understand  that  that  is  not  the  case?  I 
think  it  is  a  very  discreditable  thing.  He 
should  have  said,  "  Here  is  the  list:  I  do  not 
want  you  to  go  blindly  to  work."  That  is  what 
he  should  have  said.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
somewhat  the  reflected  disgrace  when  I  con- 
sider that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  has 
been  for  years  Premier,  and  who  aspired  reason- 
ably enough  to  form  another  Government,  should 
not  have  boldly  stated  he  desired  to  do  so,  instead 
of  saying  in  effect  to  the  gentlemen  who  met 
him,  "  Whatever  you  want  I  am  willing  to  do." 
That  is  a  most  undignified  position  to  be  taken 
up  by  a  gentleman  who  has  been  so  many  years 
associated  with  the  Government  of  the  colony, 
and  who  aspired,  naturally  enough,  to  form 
another  Government.  I  look  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  last  week  as  proceedings  in  the  nature 
of  an  endeavour  to  entrap  members  into  sup- 
porting as  the  head  of  a  Government  a  gentle- 
man who  the  large  majority  of  members  at 
the  hustings  declared  had  not  their  support. 
Now  I  come  to  the  question — it  is  a  minor  one, 
perhaps — of  the  strange  offices  which  have  been 
associated  in  the  new  Ministry.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu 
is  a  suitable  exponent  of  what  our  notions 
would  be  of  a  Minister  of  Defence ;  but  is  it  not 
incongruous,  and  very  wanting  in  euphony,  to 
call  him  Minister  of  Defence  and  Justice? 
Allow  me  to  suggest  to  him  a  happier  name. 
Why  not  call  him  the  IMinister  of  Might  and 
Eight  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton East  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  will  make  his 
acquaintance  in  a  few  minutes.  However,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  dis- 
charges his  functions  well,  it  will  matter  very 
little  what  he  is  called.  I  think  there  is  an 
essential  objection  to  *'  dubbing  "  another  Minis- 
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ter  "Minister  lor  Public  Works  and  Native 
Affairs."  I  think  that  is  calculated  to  harm  the 
colony.  There  is  no  denying  that  that  will 
carry  the  impression  throughout  the  civilised 
world  that  we  are  proposing  to  associate  with 
public  works  a  system  of  slave  labour.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  title  of  Native 
Minister  might  be  dropped  altogether.  It  might 
be  a  matter  of  arrangement  in  the  Cabinet 
which  Minister  should  look  after  Native 
affairs.  And  here  I  would  pause  to  congratu- 
late the  honourable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District  upon  the  resolution  of  which 
he,  this  afternoon,  gave  notice  of  motion.  I 
think  that  there  has  been  no  more  important 
resolution  brought  before  the  House  for  many 
years.  If  he  can  succeed  in  doing  what  that 
resolution  foreshadows  he  will  be  renderijig  to 
the  colony  an  invaluable  service,  and  a  ser\ice 
which  will  hand  down  his  name  to  the  grat.- 
tude  of  the  future.  I  think  that  is  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  colony  should  proceed  to 
obliterate  all  traces  of  distinction  between  the 
two  races  which  shai*e  the  colony  amongst  them. 
I  shall  leave  the  question  of  the  portfolios  now 
for  a  few  moments.  I  cannot  complain  of  the 
number  of  portfolios  which  the  Premier  holds, 
because  I  believe  he  is  holding  the  same  port- 
folios as  I  did.  Now,  I  will  tell  the  honour- 
able member,  fairly  and  distinctly  enough, 
that  when  this  Ministry  was  announced  on 
Saturday  night  I  considered  it  to  be  one  of 
such  a  character  that,  no  matter  what  its 
promises  might  be,  or  what  its  wishes  and 
intentions  might  be  —  however  immaculate 
those  intentions  might  be — it  was  not  one  we 
should  be  justified  in  leaving  the  control  of  the 
affairs  of  the  colony  to  ;  but  when  we  were  told 
on  Monday  that  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  had 
joined  the  Government  I  felt  that  a  very  great 
accession  of  strength  was  made  to  it,  and  that 
we  were  not  entitled  to  say  we  would  not  listen 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government  because  of  its 
personnel.  I  cannot  think  that  I  am  exceed- 
ing my  duty  in  saying  a  few  words  as  to  the 
personjiel  of  the  Government.  In  the  first 
instance,  no  exception  should  be  taken  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden — that  happy 
name  1  —  no  exception  can  be  taken  to  that 
honourable  gentleman's  appointment.  He  has 
held  office  before,  and  commanded  a  great 
deal  of  confidence  in  the  House  and,  I 
think,  in  a  large  part  of  the  country.  As 
regards  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu, it  cannot  for  one  moment  be  denied 
that  he  has  fairly  won  a  place  in  the  Go- 
vernment. He  has  been  a  consistent  sup- 
porter of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years.  He  is  experienced  in  Par- 
liament, and  he  is  one  of  those  —  one  of 
many  of  those,  I  would  say— who  have  a  right 
to  the  loyal  attention  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  sits  next  to  him, 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  has 
been  only  a  brief  period  in  Parliament.  I 
think  I  express  the  opinion  of  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  in  saying  that,  short 
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though  has  been  the  time  that  he  has  been 
in  Parliament,  he  has  made  a  wonderful  im- 
pression on  members  of  the  great  ability  he 
pofisesses,  and  that  all  members  will  feel  glad 
that  such  ability  and  such  earnestness  and 
assiduity  as  he  has  displayed  should  be  re- 
warded by  so  early  a  place  on  the  Government 
benches.  Now,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  ask 
this:  What  reason  in  the  world  is  it  that  led  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  East 
holding  a  place  in  any  Government  selected  by 
the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Grovomment?  Unless  reports  are  more  than 
usually  false,  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington East  secured  his  place  in  the  Govern- 
ment by  no  other  means  than  by  making  it 
well  understood  that  if  he  were  not  offered  a 
seat  in  the  Government  he  would  make  it  ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable  or,  to  use  his  own 
words,  "  hot  for  the  Government."  Sir,  I  say 
that  is  introducing  a  disgraceful  system.  I 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  Gabinet- 
nuiking,  but  I  have  never  in  all  the  course  of 
my  experience  known  any  gentleman  come 
and  asK  to  be  taken  into  the  Government; 
and  if  it  be  the  case  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— and  I  have  assurances  which  leave  no 
doubt  on  my  mind  on  the  subject — said  that  if 
he  was  not  taken  into  the  Government  he 
would  make  it  very  "  hot "  for  those  who  were, 
then  I  say  that  a  system  of  bounce — 
I  can  use  no  other  word  —  is  being  intro- 
duced into  the  formation  of  Cabinets  which 
is  at  once  to  be  condemned  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent, and  which  is  likely  to  prove  most  mis- 
chievous in  the  future.  As  regards  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oamaru,  it  is  a  strange  thing 
— I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  noticed  it,  but 
I  dare  say  he  has— that  if  you  slightly  trans- 
pose the  letters  which  form  the  honourable 
gentleman's  name  you  will  find  that  they 
make  up  the  word  "polish."  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  after  the  exhibition  of  ill -temper 
which  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  exhibited  two  nights  ago  in 
reply  to  my  very  conciliatory  efforts  to  help  on 
the  business,  that  a  little  polish  in  the  Govem- 
naent  might  be  desirable,  and  if  it  is  that 
romantic  sentiment  which  has  led  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  honourable  member  into  the 
Govemm^t  I  shall  say  very  little.  May  I  ask 
why  that  honourable  member  is  in  the  Govern- 
ment? Two  years  since  he  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Government  which  has  just  left  office, 
and  he  moved  the  Address  in  Reply.  Would 
the  honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast  be 
likely  to  take  part  in  a  Government  imme- 
diately succeedmg  the  one  he  has  supported 
to-night  ?  I  am  sure  he  would  be  indignant  at 
the  idea.  It  is  only  two  years  since  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oamaru  took  the  position  I 
have  indicated,  and  since  then  he  has  travelled 
the  various  circuits  of  the  House,  certainly 
with  no  pronounced  indication  that  he  sup- 
ported the  honourable  member  for  Egmont. 
Indeed,  what  did  he  say  at  the  late  election,  no 
later  than  the  24th  September  last  I  He  was 
asked  his  opinion  about  Major  Atkinson.  What 
did  he  say?    He  said  that  honourable  gentle- 


man was  too  vacillating ;  he  was  not  fit  for  the 
position  of  Premier ;  he  was  too  communistic. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  deny  it.  Here  is  the  report 
of  what  he  said,  and  it  has  not  been  contra- 
dicted. He  said  he  was  "  unff t  for  the  position 
of  Premier ; "  "  he  was  too  vacillating,  and  too 
communistic."  These  are  the  woids :  "  If 
elected  will  you  support  or  join  a  Ministry  with 
either  Atkinson  or  Hall  in  it?"  Will  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  excuse  me  for 
referring  to  him  in  this  manner  incidentally  ? 
He  said  he  would  not  support  Sir  John  Hall. 
Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  with  regard  to 
Major  Atkinson  there  were  not  the  same  obiec- 
tions  against  him  as  those  which  he  had  levelled 
against  Hall.  The  continuity  of  this  expression 
makes  it  necessary  that  I  should  read  the  whole 
of  the  passage.    The  question  was  asked, — 

"  If  elected  will  you  support  or  join  a  Minis- 
try with  either  Atkinson  or  Hall  in  it  ? 

"  Mr.  HiSLOP  would  not  support  Sir  John 
Hall.  Whatever  good  qualities  there  might  be 
in  that  gentleman,  there  was  one  black  mark 
against  him  which  had  never  been  wiped  out. 
With  regard  to  Major  Atkinson,  there  were  not 
the  same  objections  against  him.  He  evidently 
was  unpopular,  which  was  due  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  his  being  vacillating,  and  too  commu- 
nistic in  his  views.  Sir  R.  Stout  had  borne 
testimony  to  Major  Atkinson's  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare.  Personally  he 
thought  he  should  not  be  at  the  head  of  any 
Ministry,  as  he  was  unfit  for  the  position  ;  but, 
as  a  member  of  a  Ministry,  his  services  would 
be  very  valuable  from  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  accounts  and  general  public  business." 

He  has  now  joined  a  Grovemment  the  head  of 
which  he  considers  unfit,  vacillating,  and  too 
communistic.  But  it  may  be  said  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  so  strongly  in  favour 
of  retrenchment  that  he  is  willing  to  support 
anybody  who  would  go  in  for  retrenchment. 
To  clear  up  that  point  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  a  speech  of  his  of  an  earlier  date.  It  is 
as  follows : — 

"But  there  were  other  questions  besides 
economy  which  they  should  bear  in  mind,  and 
they  should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  the  cry,  or  they  woijld  fall  into  the 
meshes  of  schemers — members  who  might  only 
desire  to  get  into  power.  If  he  should  go  to 
the  House  he  intended  to  be  very  careful  whom 
he  should  trust  with  the  important  question  of 
economy.  It  was  not  every  one  who  cried 
*■  Economy  1 '  who  should  have  the  reins  of 
government  placed  in  his  hands." 

So  that,  Sir,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  eco- 
nomy that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
chosen  to  follow  a  leader  whom  he  considers 
unfit  for  the  position  he  occupies,  also  "  vacil- 
lating "  and  "  too  communistic."  When  I 
look  at  those  benches  and  see  those  honourable 
gentlemen  there,  I  cannot  help  remembering 
the  astonishment  which  George  III.  is  described 
to  have  felt  when  he  visited  a  homely  house 
one  day  and  saw  a  good  woman  engaged  in 
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the    manufacture    of    apple-dumplings.     He 
asked  her,  **  Where  is  the  seajn  ?  " 

'*  Sir,  there's  no  Beam,"  quoth  she ;  "  I  never  knew 
That  people  did  their  apple-damplingsgcw." 
**  No  I  '•  cried  the  staring  monarch,  with  a  grin ; 
"  How— how  the  devil  got  the  apple  in  ?  " 

In  like  manner  I  cannot  understand  either 
how  that  honourable  gentleman  got  into  the 
Government.  I  say  that  all  party  systems 
will  be  at  an  end  if  honourable  gentlemen  who 
for  years  may  have  filled  important  positions 
in  the  House  have  to  vacate  their  places  for 
new  members  who  have  no  right  to  them. 
When  I  think  of  the  way  in  which  members  like 
Messrs.  Beetham,  Fulton,  Bruce,  Buchanan, 
Whyte,  Peacock,  Captain  Kussell,  Mr.  Wilson, 
and — I  will  put  him  in  although  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  a  very  recent  date — a  very  able  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  Mr.  Barron, — ^when  I  think 
of  the  way  in  which  these  members  have  stood 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  ask  myself. 
Why  is  it  he  should  pass  these  by,  merely  to 
take  up  two  now  members  ?  The  whole  object 
of  taking  those  two  members  into  the  Govern- 
ment was  merely  and  solely  to  disarm  their 
opposition,  for  if  they  had  not  joined  him 
they  would  bo  against  him.  There  is  no  use 
in  mincing  matters.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  exhaust  the  loyalty  of  his  party,  for 
no  doubt  he  went  to  those  gentlemen  I  have 
named  and  said  to  them,  "Oh,  you  will  excuse 
me  for  not  asking  you,"  and  they  of  course 
would  reply,  "Certainly;"  but  thoy  would 
nevertheless  think  of  him  with  contempt  for 
the  way  he  treads  on  human  beings  on  his  way 
to  his  own  advancement.  There  is  no  doubjli 
that  he  can  do  this  sort  of  thing,  but  it  will 
come  to  an  end ;  and  it  is  not  conducive  to 
party  government  that  we  should  see  on  those 
benches  those  two  gentlemen,  and  at  the  some 
time  see  around  the  House  the  faithful  followers 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  with  ten  times 
more  ability  and  more  experience  and  Imowledge 
than  those  gentlemen  possess,  that  they  should 
be  put  out  in  the  cold,  and  that  these  gentle- 
men should  be  selected  for  those  seats.  Sir,  I 
do  not  like  to  be  invidious,  but  I  would  ask 
honourable  members,  is  there  any  comparison 
to  be  made  between  either  of  these  two  young 
members  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei,  a  gentleman  who  has  endeared 
himself  to  members  of  the  House,  ajid  who  has 
shown  that  he  possesses  a  sure  judgment  and 
a  power  of  eloquence  which  is  hardly  ex- 
ceeded by  any  member  in  the  House?  And 
when  I  look  at  the  services  rendered  by  the 
honourable  member  for  MoLsterton,  a  strong 
party  man,  and  think  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waikato,  who  speaks  as  well  as  any  man 
in  the  House,  and  can  be  as  trenchant  and 
satirical  as  any  man  could  wish  to  be;  and 
when  I  think  of  these  and  other  members, 
and  see  the  Government  before  us,  I  say  it 
is  not  conducive  to  the  interests  of  party 
government.  It  is  in  no  sense  coalition.  Of 
course  that  would  be  a  different  matter.  But, 
with  a  view  of  getting  two  or  three  more  votes, 
he  has  overlooked  the  services  of  his  faithful 
followers.  Now,  I  should  like  to  know  why  the 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


honourable  member  for  Egmont  himself  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  That  is  a  question 
very  interesting.  As  regards  its  being  said  that 
he  is  there  by  the  voice  of  the  country,  I  sup- 
pose he  himself  would  not  pretend  to  declare 
such  is  the  case.  His  old  and  faithful  followers 
were  too  well  known  to  be  his  supporters  to  be 
asked  any  questions  on  the  point,  and  they 
spoke  of  Major  Atkinson  as  little  as  possible. 
There  is  one,  indeed,  of  those  who  said  he  would 
prefer  to  see  Mr.  Bryce  as  leader.  As  regards 
the  others,  they  were  silent  about  him.  I  do 
not  think  there  were  a  dozen  candidates  before 
the  country  who  said  they  would  be  prepared  to 
support  Major  Atkinson.  One  member,  it  is 
true,  in  Auckland,  expressed  approval  of  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  but  what  was  the  con- 
sequence ?  He  was  considered  to  be  a  lunatic, 
and  had  to  go  to  a  doctor  to  obtain  a  certifi- 
cate of  sanity.  I  will,  however,  now  leave  that 
question  as  being  sufficiently  dealt  with  for  the 
present.  Now  I  come  to  the  Speech.  It  is 
more  than  usually  loose  in  its  grammar,  but  I 
suppose  we  must  not  complain  of  that,  because 
it  seems  to  be  a  necessary  concomitant  of 
Speeches  of  that  kind;  but  still  it  is  exceed- 
loose.     The  honourable  gentleman  de- 


scribed it  as  '*  a  nice  little  speech."  I  do  not 
think  he  improperly  described  it.  It  is  little 
on  account  of  its  very  low  tone,  and  it  is  nice 
on  account  of  the  sweeties  which  are  intro- 
duced to  tickle  the  palates  of  honourable  mem- 
bers. I  will  go  through  the  Speech.  First  of 
all  I  will  briefly  refer  to  the  opening  paragraph, 
which  says, — 

"  It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able 
to  announce  to  you  that  the  ceremonies  on 
the  occasion  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty's  reign  were  celebrated  with 
a  splendour  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  our 
country,  and  evoked  the  most  cordial  feelings 
of  loyalty,  enthusiasm,  and  public  reverence 
and  respect  in  all  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions." 

Is  it  not  rather  absurd  to  tell  a  number  of 
educated  gentlemen  a  fact  which  they  are  as 
fully  aware  of  as  the  Ministers  who  brought 
down  this  information?  But  I  suppose  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  say  was, 
that  he  was  sure  we  felt  the  greatest  possible 
gratification  at  the  way  in  which  these  cere- 
monies were  carried  out,  and  in  saying  so  he 
would  have  correctly  gauged  the  feelings  of 
honourable  members.  I  will  take  upon  myself 
the  responsibility  of  saying  that  no  greater 
pleasure  was  felt  anywhere  in  the  world  than 
in  New  Zealand  at  the  enthusiastic  manner 
in  which  Her  Majesty's  Jubilee  was  observed 
throughout  her  dominions.  I  think  a  little 
care  should  have  been  given  to  a  paragraph  of 
that  kind.  I  should  say,  before  I  go  any 
further,  that  the  Reply  to  the  Speech  is  of  a 
most  extraordinary  character.  It  may  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  the  Premier ;  I  believe  it 
is  not  usual  for  him  to  prepare  Beplies  to  Open- 
ing Speeches.  Now  I  come  to  the  question  of 
the  ColoniaJ  Conference  in  London  :  "  We  are 
glad  to  learn  that  the  results  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Colonial  Conference  are  regarded 
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as  being  of  a  satisfactoiy  nature ; "  and  eo 
on.  I  think  it  is  right  to  inform  honourable 
members  that,  whilst  I  myself  thoroughly  ap- 
prove of  the  proceedings  of  that  Conference  in 
regard  to  the  naval  defence  of  New  Zealand, 
still  they  should  understand  that  what  has 
been  proposed  means  an  expenditure  by  this 
colony  of  £25,000  a  year.  I  mention  this  so 
that  honourable  members  may  not  be  trapped 
into  an  approval,  which  they  may  afterwsurds 
recall  if  they  think  economy  demands  it. 
Then  as  regards  paragraph  3  —  *' retrench- 
ment." There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
country  is  desirous  that  there  should  be  a 
much  less  expensive  system  of  government 
than  we  at  present  possess ;  and  it  is  the 
fact  of  that  opinion  being  so  wide-spread  and 
unanimous  that  will  lead  us  to  give  to  the 
Government  a  great  deal  more  indulgence  in 
the  way  of  time  to  bring  down  their  proposals 
than  they  would  otherwise  receive.  Knowing 
so  well  the  feeling  of  the  House  on  this  subject, 
I  will  not  object  to  the  paragraph,  although  it 
is  altogether  unusual  to  put  in  an  Address  in 
Beply  so  direct  an  assertion  as  to  say,  **We 
agree  with  your  Excellency  that  the  result  of 
the  general  election  points  to  a  firm  resolve  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  in- 
sure effective  and  substantial  retrenchment." 
However,  as  we  are  agreed  on  the  necessity  for 
such  retrenchment,  I  will  let  that  point  pass ; 
but  the  honourable  member  must  bear  this  in 
mind :  that  the  fact  of  all  honourable  members 
allowing  that  paragraph  to  pass  in  the  shape ' 
in  which  ho  has  brought  it  down  will  at  once  re- 
move from  his  Government  anything  of  a  special 
character  in  the  nature  of  retrenchment.  As 
the  whole  House  adopts  the  resolution  that  a 
serious  system  of  retrenchment  should  be  fol- 
lowed, it  shows  that  that  policy  does  not  belong 
to  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  occupy  those 
benches  now,  but  to  any  Government  who  may 
take  their  place.  Next  follow  two  paragraphs  on 
the  land  question ;  and  I  find  this  expression  : 
"It  has  been  well  said  that  New  Zealsmd 
stands  imrivalled  among  British  possessions  as 
a  field  for  settlement."  Is  that  a  quotation  ? 
If  so,  there  ought  to  be  marks  to  show  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.— A  comma  left  out. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — One  comma  does  not  make 
a  quotation ;  the  honourable  gentleman  knows 
it  requires  four  for  that  purpose.  But  of  course 
it  is  a  very  common  theory  that  New  Zealand 
possesses  all  these  advantages.  Still,  it  has 
been  our  misfortune  during  the  last  three  years 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  now  occu- 
pies the  position  of  head  of  the  Government 
has  led  those  who  were  working  to  reinstate 
him  there — or  at  any  rate  many  of  them — to 
run  down  the  resources  and  reputation  and 
position  of  New  Zealand ;  and  there  is  nothing 
which  pleases  me  more  than  to  find  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  now  recognises  that 
New  Zealand  occupies  so  high  a  position  in 
Her  Majesty's  dominions.  But  then  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  this: 
Does  he  consider  that  only  rich  settlers  should 
be  placed  on  the  land,  and  not  poor  men  ?  The 
honoozable  gentleman  does  not  appear  to  think 


that  question  worthy  of  a  reply.  As  he  puts  it 
in  this  sentence  he  tells  us  that  we  should  only 
put  rich  settlers  on  the  land.  I  suppose  he 
does  not  mean  that.  In  my  opinion  we  should 
put  men  on  tlie  land  who  will  become  suc- 
cessful by  industry ;  but  here  he  tells  us  *'  they 
will  make  unceasmg  efforts  to  secure  the  loca- 
tion of  a  prosperous  class  of  settlers  on  the 
land,"  instead  of  saying  that  they  are  to  become 
prosperous  by  being  placed  on  the  land.  I  sup- 
pose the  latter  is  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man means.  Am  I  to  assume  that  that  is  his 
meaning,  or  that  he  limits  his  desire  to  putting 
those  men  on  the  land  who  are  at  present 
prosperous  and  well-to-do?  The  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  answer  me.  I  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  will  not  find  it 
answer  to  be  discourteous  on  those  benches. 
He  may  have  found  it  answer  in  the  past, 
but  he  will  not  find  it  so  now.  He  will 
not  give  mo  a  reply  to  the  question;  but 
I  will  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and 
assume  that  it  is  his  desire  to  put  settlers 
on  the  land  who  will  become  prosperous,  and 
I  need  scarcely  add  that  that  desire  is  uni- 
versal in  the  House.  As  to  the  proposals  to 
render  the  land-system  less  complex,  I  think 
we  should  wait  till  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposals  come  down  before  forming  a  judgment 
as  to  the  result.  For  my  part,  I  think  that 
our  present  system  is  very  liberal ;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  produce  one  more 
liberal  and  more  likely  to  promote  settlement 
he  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  colony.  Then, 
as  to  the  concluding  sentence  of  that  para- 
graph— '*  to  consider  anv  proposed  measure  of 
relief  to  meet  the  difficulties  under  which  some 
holders  of  land  from  the  Grown  are  now 
struggling."  That  is  a  very  dangerous  sen- 
tence, for  it  means  that  the  Government  will 
have  to  take  into  consideration  the  personal 
cases  of  a  vast  number  of  people.  That  is  a 
danger  which  very  many  people,  myself  among 
the  number,  have  foreseen— that,  owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  land  was  being  dealt  with,  it 
was  possible  that  the  time  would  come  when 
the  Government  would  be  brought  into  personal 
communication  with  different  owners  and  have 
to  consider  individual  cases.  If  such  a  neces- 
sity has  arisen,  I  need  scarcely  point  out  the 
difficulty  there  will  be  in  securing  healthy  con- 
stitutional government  when  people  are  brought 
into  such  close  personal  communication  with 
those  having  the  conduct  of  the  government. 
However,  we  may  wait  and  see  what  his  pro- 
posals on  that  subject  are.  Then  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  railways.  Perhaps  I  ought 
not  to  be  angry  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  his  refusal  to  answer  my  questions ;  but  I 
should  like  to  ask  him,  does  he  mean  that  in 
the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech 
the  House  is  to  be  committed  to  the  opinion 
that  '*  the  system  under  which  the  railways  are 
worked  is  unsatisfactory  "  ? — for  that  is  what 
he  has  put  into  this  Address.  I  venture  to  say 
there  has  never  been  such  an  attempt  to  bring 
down  so  decided  an  expression  of  opinion  in  the 
Beply  to  the  Speech  from  the  Crown.  I  ask  him 
at  once  to  iJter  those  words,  and  say,  **We 
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notice  there  is  an  opinion."  I  ask  him  not  to 
commit  the  House  to  so  decided  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  such  an  important  subject,  which 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  discussion. 
Will  the  honourable  gentleman  answer  me  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  wish  to  be  dis- 
courteous, and  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  see  that  it  will  be  more  convenient 
that  I  should  wait  and  reply  to  his  speech  after- 
wards if  I  should  find  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  I  shall  not  move  an 
amendment  myself;  but,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  see  his  way  to  alter  those 
words,  BO  as  to  save  the  House  expressing  a 
decided  opinion  upon  the  subject,  I  hope  some 
other  honourable  member  will  move  an  amend- 
ment. As  for  the  rest  of  that  paragraph — **  and 
shall  be  glad  to  learn  that  judicious  changes 
can  be  made  whereby  public  convenience  may 
be  more  consulted,  and  a  better  revenue  ob- 
tained " — I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  question 
now,  but  I  must  point  out  that  the  only  conclu- 
sion we  can  be  led  to  from  this  paragraph  is  that 
it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  rates  of  carriage, 
or  to  lower  the  pay  of  the  labourers  engaged 
on  the  railways.  If  that  is  the  intention,  of 
course  one  can  imderstand  this  paragraph ; 
but  the  one  point  I  insist  upon  is  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  should  alter  the  words, 
"We  agree  in  the  opinion."  Now  I  come 
to  the  most  unsatisfactory  psirt  of  the  Ad- 
dress, because  I  believe  the  rest  is  very  much 
the  consequence  of  oversight ;  the  honourable 
gentleman  may  have  been  pressed  for  time,  as 
he  has  brought  down  a  great  deal  of  business 
during  the  last  day  or  two.  But,  Sir,  the  para- 
graph which  relates  to  the  tarifE  is  essentially 
unsatisfactory.  It  says  that  the  Government 
"recognise  that  alterations  in  the  tariff  are 
required  to  remove  the  anomalies  which  have 
been  brought  into  existence  by  the  altered  con- 
dition of  things."  And  yet  they  propose  not  to 
deal  with  the  matter  now,  but  to  leave  it  over 
for  many  months.  I  say  that,  whether  from 
the  Free-trade  point  of  view  or  the  Protection 
point  of  view,  or  the  point  of  view  of  those  who 
hold  a  medium  opinion,  it  is  not  desirable  to 
leave  unadjusted  the  unsati8fa>ctory  condition 
of  the  tariff,  which  the  Government  itself  ad- 
mits. The  delay  of  many  months  will  lead 
to  the  disturbance  of  business;  there  will  be 
wild  speculation  to  anticipate  the  adjustments 
which  the  Government  may  make.  If  an  ad- 
justment is  wanted,  as  recognised  by  the 
Speech,  why  should  the  people  have  it  de- 
layed ?  Why  not  bring  it  down  at  once  ?  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  have  a  right  to  ask 
honourable  members  whether  they  have  only 
a  few  days  or  weeks  to  stop  here.  Gentlemen 
who  presented  themselves  to  the  electors  knew 
they  were  expected  to  devote  whatever  time 
was  required  to  the  interests  of  the  electors, 
and  there  is  no  reason  that  those  who  have 
been  elected  to  Parliament  should  not  devote 
all  the  time  that  is  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  public  duty.  But  here  we 
have  a  Government  who  express  the  opinion 
that  there  is  a  pressing  want  in  this  matter, 
and  yet  it  is  not  to  bo  attended  to.  Then, 
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let  me  say  this:  that  the  excuse  that  more 
time  is  required  is,  to  my  mind,  not  the  real 
one.  There  are  papers  in  the  offices  which 
would  enable  the  matter  to  bo  dealt  with  in  a 
few  days,  just  as  well  as  in  a  few  weeks  or 
months.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  an  honour- 
able gentleman  in  this  House  who  can  place 
his  hand  on  his  heart  and  say  that  he  sin- 
cerely believes  in  the  validity  of  that  excuse 
—  that  he  believes  that  want  of  time  is  the 
real  excuse,  and  not  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  evade  a  disagreeable  question. 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  trying  to 
hold  office  without  allowing  his  opinions  to  be 
known,  and  we  have  a  right  to  ask  him,  Has 
he  changed  his  views?  has  he  ceased  to  be 
a  Protectionist,  and  a  thoroughgoing  Pro- 
tectionist ?  or  is  he  simply  concealing  his 
views  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  a  few 
friends  in  different  parts  of  the  House  ?  Sir,  I 
was  amusing  my  leisure  hours  and  instructing 
myself  by  reading  some  of  the  utterances  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  in  the 
past,  and  I  found  that  when  he  visited  Don- 
edin  last  he  declared  himself  a  pronounced 
Protectionist.  He  declared  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  necessary  that  local  industries  should  be 
helped  on,  and  went  so  far  as  to  say  this :  that 
if  it  would  help  local  industries  he  would  wish 
to  see  10  per  cent,  more  paid  for  articles  made 
in  the  colony  than  those  same  articles  could  be 
imported  for  with  the  duties  on.  I  think,  Sir, 
that  was  the  meaning  of  his  speech.  There  is 
a  leading  article  in  the  Otago  Daily  Tivies.  I 
will  admit  that  it  is  not  a  very  safe  authority, 
as  a  rule;  but  it  is  correct  on  occasions,  and 
I  merely  refer  to  it  because  it  gives,  histori- 
cally, the  views  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont.    It  says, — 

"  While  struck  by  the  total  absence  from  the 
Premier's  speech  of  anything  like  a  definite  dis- 
closure of  policy,  we  have  not  failed  to  notice 
one  marked  political  indication  of  a  very  un- 
welcome character.  Major  Atkinson  studiously 
avoided  informing  the  public  of  what  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  do  next  session,  or  at  any 
future  time  ;  but  he  went  out  of  his  way  to  give 
them  a  broad  hint  as  to  what  he,  at  least, 
would  like  to  do  if  he  saw  his  opportunity. 
Unless  he  was  exceedingly  unfortunate  in  the 
choice  of  his  words  he  plainly  suggested  that 
the  remedy  for  the  prevailing  depression,  and 
for  all  other  causes  of  discontent,  was  Protec- 
tion. He  earnestly  recommended  the  mer- 
chants to  study  the  Customs  tariff,  and  see 
what  articles  could  be  made  in  the  country. 
He  urged  capitalists  to  speculate  no  more  in 
land  or  mines,  but  to  invest  in  manufactures 
and  new  industries.  In  another  place  he  said 
he  was  in  favour  of  everything  tnat  could  be 
made  in  the  country  being  made  here,  even  if 
it  cost  10  per  cent,  more  than  the  imported 
article." 

It  is  not  creditable  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  wish  to  keep  his  seat  there  by  con- 
cealing his  views.  Admitting  his  right  to 
hold  the  position  he  is  in,  although  the  voice 
of  the  whole  colony  was  so  decidedly  against 
his  doing  so — admitting  that,  is  it  right  that  he 
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should  play  with  the  opinions  and  convictions 
of  honourable  members  on  all  sides  of  the 
House,  who  hold  views  of  a  very  pronounced 
character  upon  this  subject?  Why,  I  think 
the  seconder  of  the  Address  in  Beply  this  even- 
ing stated  that  he  was  an  out-and-out  Free- 
trader; yet,  Sir,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  intro- 
ducing him  to  the  Premier,  an  out-and-out 
Protectionist.  This  Customs  matter  should  be 
dealt  with  during  the  present  session,  if  we 
have  to  sit  long  after  Christmas.  No  candi- 
dates made  stipulations  with  the  electors  that 
they  should  only  sit  during  a  few  days :  they 
gave  their  services,  and  any  members  who 
cannot  give  sufficient  time  should  resign.  It 
is  no  justification  for  neglecting  the  interests 
of  the  country  to  say  that  honourable  mem- 
bers have  private  inclinations  or  duties  in  a 
different  direction.  And  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  any  delay.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, at  Hawera,  much  later  than  the  time 
I  was  last  speaking  of,  only  a  few  months 
ago,  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  see  the 
tariff  altered,  and  to  discuss  ea«h  item  upon  its 
merits.  There  are  all  the  papers  in  the  office  ; 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  nonourable  member 
and  his  colleagues'  making  up  their  minds  on 
the  subject.  It  may  be  difficult  to  make  up  the 
minds  of  their  supporters  on  the  subject,  but 
that  is  not  through  want  of  time,  because 
no  time  will  do  that.  We  should  not  be 
deceived  in  this  question  —  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  at  once  have  brought  down 
his  proposals  regarding  it,  for  the  Government 
itself  admits  the  importance  of  the  question, 
and  that  it  is  one  that  demands  attention. 
Now,  I  shall  try  to  draw  my  remarks  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  an  end.  I  come  to  the  paragraph 
relating  to  the  sales  of  Native  land  ;  and  upon 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
lato  Government  recognised  that  something 
was  required  to  be  done,  and  would  have 
brought  down  a  Bill  upon  the  subject.  As 
regards  the  paragraph  about  avoiding  further 
burdens  I  shall  not  say  anything  until  we  have 
the  financial  proposals  brought  before  us.  The 
paragraph  relating  to  the  Midland  Railway  is, 
as  fa^  as  I  can  see,  of  a  satisfactory  character, 
and  such  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect ;  and 
I  hope  the  Government  will  act  upon  the  ob- 
vious meaning  of  its  terms.  As  regards  educa- 
tion, I  suppose  we  must  wait  for  further  develop- 
ments ;  but  we  cannot  forget  this  fact :  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  taken  charge 
of  the  department  declared  his  intention  omy 
a  few  months  ago  to  do  away  with  the  pre- 
sent standards,  to  increase  the  age  at  which 
pupils  should  be  received,  and  to  absorb  the 
endowments  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  institu- 
tions that  are  carrying  on  secondary  education 
in  the  colony.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  East  —  I  should  not  like  to  mis- 
represent him — in  a  speech  which  he  stated 
every  man  and  woman  in  Wellington  ought  to 
read,  declared  that  the  standards  should  be 
reduced,  the  school  age  increased,  and  the 
secondaiy-education  reserves  absorbed  by  the 
colony.  When,  Sir,  he  was  challenged  on  the 
hustings  regarding  these  very  unpopular  sen- 


timents,  he  excused  himself  in  this  way :  He 
said,  **I  do  not  mean  to  reduce  the  standards  or 
to  increase  the  age  until  I  have  first  secured 
the  secondary  educational  endowments;"  so 
that  there  is  a  Minister  of  Education  pledged 
first  to  despoil  the  institutions  which  carry  on 
the  secondary  education  of  the  country,  and 
then,  after  he  has  done  that,  to  increase 
the  age  and  reduce  the  standards.  I  do 
not  consider  that  a  very  promising  indication 
of  the  new  Government  upon  the  subject  of 
education.  Now,  we  are  asked  to  grant  a  very 
long  adjournment,  a.nd  we  are  told  that  the 
Financial  Statement  on  this  occasion  is  a  par- 
ticularly  difficult  one.  I  venture  to  say  this  is 
simply  sheer  nonsense.  All  the  figures  which 
take  a  great  time  in  making  the  Financial 
Statement  are  at  the  command  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  a  very  few  moments.  What 
he  has  to  consider  is  the  deficiency  which  is 
apparent ;  then  he  has  to  consider  what  course 
he  will  adopt  regarding  that  deficiency  — 
whether  he  will  carry  on  by  borrowed  money, 
or  by  increased  taxation,  or  whether  he  can 
make  such  reductions  in  the  expenditure  as 
to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  increased 
taxation.  He  has  also  to  come  to  the  House 
and  say  whether  he  has  altered  his  mind  upon 
the  question  of  not  creating  debentures  to  re- 
present increases  in  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  I 
must  beg  the  honourable  member  to  be  more 
accurate  in  his  remarks.  The  other  night  he 
spoke  about  the  "seizure"  of  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  bog  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon.  I  understood  that  he  had  done 
so.  Then  he  has  to  consider  whether  he  will 
carry  out  his  previous  assurance  that  if  he  got 
into  power  he  would  not  go  on  with  the  plan 
introduced  in  1884,  by  which  the  accretions  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  on  and  after  1884  were 
countervailed  by  an  equivalent  amount  of 
debentures  issued  in  the  colony.  If  he  does 
so  he  vrill  add  very  materially  to  the  deficit, 
and  have  to  employ  whatever  means  he  may 
think  desirable  to  make  it  up — by  extra  taxa- 
tion or  reduced  expenditure.  Well,  Sir,  all 
these  things,  I  do  not  doubt,  are  difficulties, 
but  they  are  not  difficulties  which  should  take 
much  time.  These  gentlemen,  before  their 
constituents,  declared  they  would  not  borrow, 
declared  they  would  not  use  this  manner  of 
dealing  with  the  accretions  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  that  they  would  not  allow  further 
taxation.  Surely  they  would  not  be  so  rash 
or  imprudent  as  to  make  assurances  without 
having  in  their  own  minds  the  plan  which  they 
were  going  to  carry  out.  Now,  there  is  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  the  most 
thoughtful  member  of  the  Ministry:  he  de- 
scribed exactly  the  retrenchment  he  would 
adopt.  You  have  only  to  turn  up  his 
speech  and  see  exactly  the  plan  he  proposes 
to  adopt,  and  his  Financial  Statement  would 
be  ready  in  half  an  hour.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  was 
ready  with  a  Financial  Statement;  but  other 
members  said   they  would   not  tax  us,  and 
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they  must  have  made  up  their  minds  how 
they  would  do  without  it.  In  1884,  when 
Sir  Bobert  Stout  and  myself  had  not  even 
been  in  the  House  previously,  the  Financial 
Statement  was  brought  down  a  fortnight  after 
the  last  Stout-Vogel  Government  was  formed. 
Still,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the  honourable 
member  is  somewhat  sluggish  of  thought,  and 
I  am  not  imputing  it  to  him  as  any  disad- 
vantage :  shallow  streams  sometimes  are  very 
rapid,  and  deep  streams  are  sluggish,  and  it 
may  be  on  account  of  the  depth  of  his  mind 
that  he  is  not  so  ready  as  he  might  otherwise 
be.  And  I  do  not  object  to  his  taJdng  three 
weeks  to  prepare  his  Financial  Statement ;  I 
do  not  object  to  that  at  all ;  but  I  want  to 
know  why  all  the  other  business  of  the  colony 
should  be  stopped  for  three  weeks  because  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  preparing  the  Financial 
Statement.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  to 
prepare  the  Financial  Statement  in  the  pre- 
sence of  his  colleagues,  then  it  will  take  him 
three  months.  But  what  will  he  do  ?  He  will 
have  to  lock  the  door  upon  them,  and  do  the 
work  himself ;  he  certainly  would  not  gain  any 
advantage  by  having  a  discussion  upon  the 
various  matters  all  round  him.  Such  a  thing 
has  never  been  heard  of  as  to  stop  all  the 
business  of  the  colony  for  three  weeks,  be- 
cause of  the  Financial  Statement  having  to  be 
prepared.  Well,  then,  why  is  it  tiiat  we  should 
not  proceed  with  our  business?  It  is  simply 
because,  although  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  gone  all  round  the  colony  and  spoken  of 
this  as  a  time  of  grave  difficulty,  and  a 
time  when  an  able  Government  should  occupy 
the  seats  of  this  House,  he  has  brought  into 
existence  a  Government  either  so  wanting  in 
ability,  or  in  which  he  has  so  little  trust,  that 
he  will  not  allow  them  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  during  his  absence.  Sup- 
posing the  honourable  gentleman  were  to 
contract  the  fashionable  disorder — the  "  dandy 
fever  " — what  are  we  to  do,  Sir?  What  are  wo 
to  do  ?  He  will  not  allow  his  colleagues  to  go 
on  with  the  ordinary  business,  or  even  private 
business  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.  It  is 
too  much  to  ask  us  to  rely  so  entirely  upon  one 
honourable  gentleman.  The  Government,  in 
that  direction,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  double- 
banked.  The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
will  be  absent:  if  he  were  here,  perhaps  the 
honourable  member  for  Egment  would  have  no 
objection  to  allowing  him  to  conduct  the  busi- 
ness. But  he  has  behind  him  experienced  men. 
There  is  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  who 
sits  behind  him,  who  is  in  possession  of  the 
secrets  of  all  parties,  and  is  particularly  well 
qualified  to  carry  out  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  too  much  to  ask  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  should  be  delayed  threo 
weeks,  just  because  the  honourable  member 
wants  confidence  in  his  colleagues, — though, 
in  my  opinion,  they  are  quite  fit  to  carry 
on  the  business  in  his  absence.  It  is  not 
I  who  am  imputing  a  want  of  power  on  their 
part  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  who  shows  a  distrust 
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of  his  colleagues,  by  asking  that  we  shall  ad- 
journ for  three  weeks  because  he  will  have  to  be 
absent  from  the  House  for  several  days  while  he 
is  preparing  a  Financial  Statement  to  submit 
to  his  colleagues.    There  is  no  instinct  more 
deeply  implanted  in  the  human  breast  than 
the  inclination  to  respond  to  the  appeals  of 
the  weak  and  helpless.     I  look  around  the 
House  and  see  a  number  of  generous  beings 
ready,  like    so    many    Sir    Walter    Baleighs, 
to  lay  down  their  garments    for  the  virgin 
queens  on  yonder   bench   to  tread  on.    But 
we  may  over-indulge   the  luxury  of   woe,  as 
the  poet  finely  exprcs-ses  it.    This  is  the  luxury 
those  gentlemen  debire  to  enjoy.    I  will  not 
oppose  the  adjournment  asked  for,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  consider  it  either  a  great  sacrifice 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  or  a  device  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  render  a 
further  change  of  Government  impossible  owing 
to  the  lateness  of  the  session.    I  may  say,  as 
regards  myself,  that  I  do  not  desire  to  occupy 
those  benches.    And  as  far  as  I  consider  I  can 
in  justice  to  the  country,  I  shall  support  the 
honourable  gentleman  and   his  colleagues  in 
carrying  out  the  measures  which  I  think  the 
colony  may  benefit  by.      He  might  perhaps 
fijid  from  me  and  those  acting  with  me  more 
support  than  from  his  own  party.     Of  course 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  this:  that  the  Go- 
vernment which  is  now  on  those  benches  is  a 
Government  as  foreign  and  as  different  from 
the    Government  which   was    desired   to    be 
placed  upon  those  benches  by  the  persons  who 
have  moved  heaven  and  earth  during  the  last 
few  months  and  spent  money  like  water  for 
the    purpose  of    securing  a  majority  to    the 
honourable  member.     This  Government  is  a 
complete  overthrow  of  the  hopes  and  wishes 
of   those    who    have    helped    the   honourable 
gentleman  during  the  late  elections.    It  may 
be,  therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  have  to  come  to   me  and  those  acting 
with  me  in  order  to  get  support  which  his 
own  followers  or  friends   deny  him.    I,  Sir, 
will  help  the  honourable  gentleman  to  any 
extent  that  I  may  think  desirable  if  he  will 
convince  me  that  his  policy  is  one  for  the 
advantage  of  the  country,  and  if  I  fmd  upon 
reflection    that    the    Government    is    strong 
enough  in  ability  to  carry  out  the  business  of 
the  colony.    That  ho  has  some  able  colleagues 
I  readily  recognise.    I  am  very  much  in  per- 
plexity on  account  of  the  annomicement  that 
two  or  three  of  those  colleagues  are  only  hold- 
ing office  until  the  end  of  the  session.    There 
is  the  honourable  member  for  Eden,  who  is  re- 
ported to  have  stipulated  that  he  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  leave  either  at  the  end  of  the  session 
or  at  a  fortnight's  notice,  I  think.    There  is  a 
gentleman  well  known  to  the  country,  not  in 
this  House,  who  is  said  to  have  taken  office 
only  temporarily.    It  is  very  important  for  us 
to  know  not  only  what  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment is,  but  also  its  ability  to  carry  that 
policy  out ;  and  it  will  be  important  to  ascertain 
what  changes  will  be  made  after  the  session  is 
at  an  end.    I  cannot  say,  with  all  the  assist- 
ance I  shall  be  able  to  render  the  honourable 
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gentleman,  that  I  am  very  hopeful  his  Govern- 
ment will  survive  many  weeks.  If  it  unliap- 
pily  be  the  case  that  it  is  a  short-lived  Govern- 
ment, the  honourable  gentleman  will  have  the 
consolation  of  remembering  '*  whom  the  gods 
love  die  young." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  what  im- 
pression the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  produced  upon  the  House,  but  to 
my  mind  it  is  not  fit  for  the  occasion  on 
which  we  are  met.  Such  criticism  of  the 
personnel  of  a  Ministry  is  beneath  the  position 
which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect  that 
gentleman  would  take  up.  And,  Sir,  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  first  debate  of  our  new  Parlia- 
ment should  have  been  degraded  by  such  re- 
marks as  have  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman.  If  some  honourable  members  think 
those  remarks  were  fitting  to  the  occasion,  all 
I  venture  to  think  is  that  New  Zealand  will 
not.  I  am  not  going  to  follow  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  object  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  evident  enough.  And 
wounded  self-esteem — wounded  vanity  at  the 
result  of  the  elections — is  also  evident  enough 
in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  honourable  gentleman  asked  why  I  am 
hero.  I  am  here  because  His  Excellency  sent 
for  me,  and  because  the  majority  of  the  House 
determined  to  put  me  here.  I  venture  to  think 
that  is  answer  enough. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Three  weeks. 

Major  ATKINSON.— "Three  weeks"  the 
honourable  gentleman  says.  We  shall  see.  But 
I  say  that  it  will  be  only  three  weeks  if  I  have 
got  to  go  to  him  for  assistance  to  keep  me  here. 
Now,  I  am  not  going  into  this  question  of 
the  formation  of  the  Ministry.  I,  at  any  rate, 
am  proud  of  the  position  which  honourable 
gentlemen  coming  to  this  House  have  taken 
up.  A  cynical  friend  of  mine^  well  known  to 
honourable  gentlemen  in  this  House,  says  he 
never  believes  in  anything  in  a  newspaper  until 
he  sees  it  contradicted.  I  would  ask  the  House 
to  treat  the  honourable  gentleman's  statement 
as  to  what  passed  at  the  meetings  of  the  then 
Opposition  exactly  in  the  same  way.  I  am  not 
going  to  contradict  him.  The  object  is  to  draw 
out  what  took  place.  I  am  not  going  to  satisfy 
his  curiosity,  but  to  say  this,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  honourable  gentleman  :  that  proba- 
bly I  know  as  much  of  the  feelings  of  my  friends 
and  supporters  as  he  does.  I  might  even  go  a 
little  further  and  say  that  probably  I  know  a 
great  deal  more ;  and  neither  by  flattery  nor  by 
such  remarks  as  he  has  made  will  he  make  any 
breach  between  myself  and  my  supporters.  And 
I  would  say  this :  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
connected  w^ith  the  party  for  many  years  in  this 
House ;  I  have  had  the  honour  of  occupying 
various  positions  ;  I  have  assisted  at  the  forma- 
tion of  many  Governments:  but  never  before 
did  I  find  the  gentlemen  following  me  upon 
Buch  occasions  more  ready,  more  willing,  and 
more  determined  to  sacrifice  their  personal 
feelings  for  the  good  of  the  country  than  they 
are  on  the  present  occasion.  It  may  be  a 
laughing  matter  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  dare  say  it  is,  that  I — knowing  the  f eeliuK 
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of  the  country  and  of  this  House — was  also  pre- 
pared to  take  any  position,  either  front  or  back. 
That  is  incomprehensible  to  the  honourable 
gentleman ;  but  I  venture  to  think  it  is  not 
incomprehensible  to  the  people,  or  to  the  party 
with  whom  I  have  been  associated.  And,  Sir, 
I  say  that  every  gentleman  who  had  a  reason- 
able right,  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
point  of  view,  came  to  me  without  a  reserva- 
tion, honestly  and  straightforwardly,  and  ex- 
pressed, as  between  gentlemen,  what  he  felt. 
They  did  not  use  language  to  conceal  the 
thoughts  of  their  hearts. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Too  loyal  1 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  think  they 
were.  And  a  loyal  heart  would  not  entertain 
such  a  thought  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
attributed  to  me.  It  is  not  there.  And  then, 
Sir,  those  remarks,  in  wretched  taste,  about  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton East  I  What  is  it  all  for  ?  Because  the 
honourable  gentleman — well,  I  will  not  use  the 
word  I  was  going  to  use — because  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  having  entrapped  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  East  some  years 
ago,  under  false  pretences,  into  a  conditional 
support,  was  so  mortified  at  his  standing  out 
like  an  honest  man,  saying,  "  I  will  follow  no 
Government  supporting  such  acts  as  you  are 
supporting  " — because  he  had  the  honesty  to 
say  that  boldly  in  the  face  of  the  House,  he 
has  been  persecuted  as  far  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  capable  of  persecuting  him 
ever  since. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  is  absolutely  imtrue,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Language  of  that  kind  is 
not  permitted  in  the  House,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  withdraw  the  expression 
he  made  use  of. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  expression  has  been 
allowed  to  appear  in  Hansard  several  times. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  require  you  to  apologize 
for  the  expression. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  you  tell  me  to  withdraw 
it  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  what  I  desire  you 
to  do.  Members  must  be  courteous  to  each 
other ;  otherwise  this  House  will  cease  to  retain 
its  reputation  for  decorum.  Members  who 
have  been  in  office  ought  to  set  an  example  to 
other  members  in  courtesy  of  language. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  withdraw  the  offensive 
part  of  my  contradiction,  but  not  the  contradic- 
tion itself.  It  is  only  anything  offensive  that  I 
withdraw. 

Major  ATKINSON.— And  I  repeat  exactly 
what  I  said.  And  I  say,  Sir,  further,  that  this 
honourable  gentleman,  not  only  in  private  but 
in  public,  stated  distinctly  that  he  would  sup- 
port any  Government  that  I  might  form.  What 
can  be  the  moral  state  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  when  he  can  accuse  members  as 
he  accused  my  honourable  friend  here  and  my 
honourable  friend  there  of  being  opposed  to 
me  —  after  a  public  declaration  such  as  I 
inform  the  House  of  I  The  honourable  mem- 
ber is  very  uneasy.  I  have  been  able  to  sit  still 
while  he  addressed  the  House. 
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Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  can  produce  the  gentle- 
men to  v?hom  he  said  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Produce  them.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  rather  given  to  bring- 
ing into  this  House  public  documents  and 
public  speeches,  and  statements  made  pri- 
vately to  him.  I  do  not  like  that  sort  of 
thing;  it  is  not  my  idea  of  public  life,  or  of 
what  public  men  ought  to  do.  If  he  wants 
proofs  of  that,  there  are  proofs  of  other  things. 
I  hope  in  this  state  of  the  country  we  shall  not 
degenerate  into  such  terrible  stufi  as  the  late 
Treasurer  has  been  giving  us. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  nothing. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  Sir,  I  should  be 
ashamed  of  it.  I  can  quite  understand  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  does  not 
think  much  of  it,  but  I  trust  we  shall  not  follow 
the  evil  example  which  the  late  Treasurer  has 
set  us  to  night.  It  would  bo  much  more  agree- 
able if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
quiet.  I  was  perfectly  quiet  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  speaking.  I  promised  him 
I  would  answer  him,  and  I  am  answering  him 
now,  and  he  should  allow  me  to  do  so  without 
interruption.  I  venture  to  say  the  honourable 
gentleman  cannot  dispute  anything  I  am  say- 
ing. So  much  then.  Sir,  for  that.  Now  I  will 
just  pass  on  to  some  of  his  criticisms.  I  am 
not  going  to  be  led  into  committing  myself  to 
statements  upon  matters  which  I  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  form  an  opinion  on  definitely,  and 
to  consult  my  colleagues  on.  That  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  honourable  gentleman.  We  older 
parliamentary  hands  here  can  read  him  at  once 
— we  know  what  he  means.  He  says  to  his 
friends,  *'  You  will  see  I  will  draw  Atkin- 
son presently ;  '*  and  so  he  tries  this  banter. 
But,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  be  drawn.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says,  "It  is  all  nonsense. 
You  could  make  a  Financial  Statement  in  two 
or  three  days.  There  is  not  the  least  difficulty 
about  it." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  said  a  fortnight. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  all  I  am  asking. 
Then,  where  is  the  objection  to  it  ?  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  say  a  short  time  is 
enough.  I  could  make  a  Financial  Statement 
in  two  or  three  days  quite  well  if  I  went  about 
it  in  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  does — 
if  I  had  the— shall  I  call  it? — assurance  to 
come  down  with  proposals  for  freeh  taxation  to 
the  amount  of  £350,000.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  at  all  about  that.  If  the  House  wants 
that,  I  could  bring  down  a  most  satisfactory 
Budget  on  Tuesday  next.  If  the  House  says 
that  is  what  it  wants,  it  is  a  very  simple  and 
easy  matter  to  provide  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— How  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  make  up  £350,000  ?    It  is  £250,000. 

Major  ATKINSON. — Because  the  honourable 
gentleman's  deficit  has  been  increasing  during 
the  last  five  months,  so  that  now  it  would  want 
even  more  taxation  to  meet  it  than  he  pro- 
posed. There  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in 
making  a  Statement  upon  the  pattern  of  those 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  if  the  country 
wants  more  taxation.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  told  us  that  retrenchment  is  a  sham. 


a  humbug — that  nobody  wants  it.  But,  Sir* 
the  country  has  declared,  much  to  the  chagrin 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  not  only  that  it 
wants  it,  but  that  it  means  to  have  it,  and  that 
it  does  not  mean  to  trust  him  with  the  work  of 
retrenching.  When  he  went  before  the  people 
the  honourable  gentleman  declared  reductions 
could  be  made,  and  that  any  one  could  do 
it,  and  that  it  would  be  most  unreasonable 
not  to  do  it.  But,  Sir,  we  have  had  the 
honourable  gentleman's  promises  to  do  it  year 
after  year  for  three  years.  He  came  into  office 
upon  a  statement  that  he  would  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure. What  has  he  done  ?  We  all  know 
that  the  expenditure  has  gradually  risen  ;  and 
it  was  not  until  after  the  vote  of  this  House 
against  them  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  saw  that  it  was  possible  to 
make  any  reduction  whatever.  Then  the  Pre- 
mier went  down  to  Dunedin  and  said — after  he 
had  taken  a  few  days  to  consider — that  they 
could  reduce  by  £100,000.  But  that  was  from 
gentlemen  who  had  worked  together  for  three 
years,  and  though  it  then  took  them  a  week 
to  see  how  a  reduction  of  £100,000  in  the  ex- 
penditure could  be  effected — and  with  the  fear 
of  a  general  election  before  their  eyes — I  am 
now  told  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  take  more 
than  two  or  three  days  to  consider  how  to  make 
double  or  treble  that  reduction — that  we  should 
not  be  allowed  a  fortnight  to  do  it  in,  but  that 
two  or  three  days  will  be  ample.  Well,  Sir, 
you  see  the  position  the  honourable  gentleman 
puts  himself  in  by  his  action  in  one  case  and 
his  speech  in  the  other.  Then,  we  are  told  not 
to  stop  the  business  of  the  country  for  a  fort- 
night. The  business  of  the  country  !  What  is 
the  business  of  the  country?  Is  it  not  the 
business  of  the  country  to  make  this  reduction 
and  to  select  a  capable  Government  ?  I  ven- 
ture to  think  that  if  this  House  this  session 
does  effect  the  reduction  the  people  are  deter- 
mined to  have,  and  does  select  an  Executive 
which  ^hall  have  the  confidence  of  this  House 
— as  I  believe  it»  has  done — it  will  do  a 
session's  work  which  no  Parliament  oould  be 
ashamed  of ;  and  if  it  did  not  pass  a  single 
Bill  except  in  that  direction  it  would  be  almost 
more  to  our  credit  than  if  we  had  passed  a 
large  number. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  is  hardly  consistent 
with  your  opinions  expressed  in  the  Speech. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  seem  to  understand  Eng- 
lish :  there  is  very  nice  English  in  that  Speech, 
but  he  fails  altogether  to  comprehend  it.  He 
finds  a  comma  on  the  wrong  side  of  a  word 
apparently,  and  that  is  to  change  the  whole 
meaning  of  a  sentence.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
that  we  laymen  are  educated  to  trust  to  our 
stops  instead  of  to  the  grammatical  construc- 
tion of  language.  But,  Sir,  our  Speech  will 
bear  comparison  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's. I  know  it  is  not  right  to  have  a  gram- 
matical Queen's  Speech,  but  even  in  grammar 
our  Speech  will  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  any  Speech  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
had  the  drawing  of.  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  at  all 
the  Speech  that  is  wrong,  it  is  the  uneasy 
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frame  of  mind  the  honourable  gentleman  is  in  ' 
at  seeing  a  strong  Government  formed,  and 
seeing  it  propose  measures  which  are  fatal 
to  his  hopes,  and  so  ho  is  obliged  to  cavil 
at  the  grammar.  Well  I  am  sorry  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart.  Now  with  regard  to  the  tariff.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  very  eloquent  upon 
that;  but  I  ask  the  House  just  to  think  of 
what  he  did  himself.  In  1885,  after  having 
eighteen  months  to  consider  it,  he  brought 
down  a  tariff  which  he  declared  was  not  for 
the  purposes  of  Protection  —  oh,  no  1  —  but 
purely  for  revenue  purposes.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  a  great  Protectionist  now  ;  but  he 
brought  do\vn  that  tariff  for  revenue  purposes 
only,  he  told  us,  although  I  remember  there 
were  two  or  three  words  which  he  said  honour- 
able members  would  be  glad  to  hear — it  was 
«•  to  assist  local  industries."  He  brought  down 
this  tariff  which  he  said  was  not  protectionist 
at  all ;  and  what  was  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
Sir,  it  was  kicked  out  of  the  House  by  a  very 
large  majority.  Why?  It  was  kicked  out 
for  two  reasons :  one  was  that  the  House  was 
determined  not  to  have  further  taxation  —  it 
would  not  give  the  honourable  gentleman  more 
money  to  spend — and  another  reason  was  that 
it  was  quite  evident  no  thought  whatever  had 
been  given  to  the  tariff :  it  was  crude  in  the 
extreme.  Then  he  came  down  two  years 
after  with  another  tariff  which  was  still  more 
crude  than  the  first.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  admitted  that:  he  wont  all  round 
the  lobbies  declaring  that  he  would  make  any 
alterations  the  House  liked  if  it  would  leave 
him  in  office.  I  venture  to  say  that  he  did  not 
give  the  least  consideration  to  that  tariff  as  he 
ought  to  have  done.  It  was  quite  impossible 
that  that  tariff  could  have  been  properly  con- 
sidered by  any  one  with  the  knowledge  at  the 
service  of  tiie  Colonial  Treasurer.  Sir,  it  may 
be  true,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  says,  that 
I  am  "  sluggish  in  mind,"  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  most  things  I  have  been  found  as  quick 
as  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  no 
man  with  any  sense  of  responsibility  upon 
himself  could  make  such  a  statement  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  to-night.  I  say 
that  he  must  know  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
to  expect  without  some  months'  consideration 
to  get  a  tariff  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
country  and  to  the  trades.  I  say  it  is  absolutely 
impossible. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  did  it  yourself  in  a 
week  in  1879. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  did  not.  I  did 
it  in  one  sense,  no  doubt :  that  is  to  say,  I  took 
a  tariff  as  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  his 
taxation.  I  found  we  were  obliged  to  get  so 
much  money,  and  I  put  it  on  the  articles  which 
I  found  would  give  the  money.  But  here  we 
are  called  upon  to  revise  the  tariff  all  through. 
I  do  not  wish  to  disguise  my  opinion  on  this 
question  of  tariffs;  I  never  have  disguised  it. 
I  am  quite  willing,  if  the  House  desires  and 
passes  a  resolution  that  it  should  be  done, 
to  revise  the  tariff  this  session.    If  honom-able 


members  do  not  worry  the  Government  to 
hurry  through  and  close  up  the  House,  we  are 
ready  to  do  it.  Wo  are  at  the  service  of  the 
House  to  sit  here  till  next  March.  But  I  teU 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  no  tariff  can  be 
prepared  in  anything  like  the  time  he  says, 
especially  with  other  very  great  work  before  us. 
With  other  work  that  must  be  done,  it  cannot 
be  prepared  before  Christmas.  If  the  House 
desires  to  continue  its  sittings  we  are  at  the 
service  of  the  House.  I,  for  one,  do  not  object 
to  it  at  all.  What  we  propose  is  not  with 
the  object  of  disguising  our  opinions  at  all. 
My  opinions  are  perfectly  well  known,  and 
the  opinions  of  my  colleagues  are  perfectly 
well  known,  and  I  venture  to  say  they  will 
be  found  satisfactory  to  the  House.  I  have 
been  associated  with  Free-traders  and  Protec- 
tionists, and  I  have  had  the  honour  of  submit- 
ting two  tariffs  which  gave  satisfaction  to  the 
country  generally,  as  far  as  was  possible  when 
the  duties  were  obliged  to  be  so  heavy.  With 
regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  the  railways,  I  have  no  wish  to 
prevent  there  being  a  discussion  by  the  House 
if  the  House  wishes  to  have  a  discussion  ;  but 
I  would  point  out  this,  and  I  believe  I  am 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  House :  I  differ  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  completely  in  what  ho  said  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  in  1884 — "My  Ministers  con- 
sider the  present  management  of  the  colonial 
railways  open  to  much  amendment."  That  is 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  then  said. 
Now,  that  is  throwing  it  upon  the  Manager.  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  see  how  far 
the  Manager  is  fit  for  his  work,  and  I  vent- 
ure to  say  he  is  a  very  competent  and  skilful 
officer.  I  know  his  manner  is  not  all  that 
some  desire ;  but  I  say  it  is  the  system  that 
is  at  fault,  and  not  the  manager.  If  we  are 
to  have  our  railways  working  satisfactorily  we 
must  change  our  system  of  railway  manage- 
ment —  not  the  management,  but  the  sys- 
tem under  which  it  is  worked.  I  do  not 
know  if  the  distinction  has  occurred  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  it  is  a  great  dis- 
tinction, which  should  be  borne  in  mind.  I 
believe  it  is  the  view  of  the  country  genersJly 
that  we  want  the  system  changed — not  only 
the  management  but  the  system.  Sir,  I  do 
not  propose  to  follow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man any  further.  I  will  simply  say,  in  con- 
clusion, that  the  Government  will  at  the 
earliest  possible  date — not  later  than  Tuesday 
fortnight,  and,  if  possible,  on  Friday  fort- 
night— bring  in  its  Financial  Statement.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  there  ought  to  bo 
no  reserve  in  declaring  our  policy  now.  But, 
Sir,  our  policy  must  be  one  of  detail.  Our 
policy  is  well  known  :  it  is  retrenchment, 
settlement  of  land,  and  putting  Native -land 
matters  in  a  better  condition.  It  is  of  no  use 
repeating  that  in  general  terms.  What  the 
House  wants  to  know  is  how  we  are  going 
to  give  effect  to  it.  It  is  of  no  use  my  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House  in  stringing  out  a 
series  of  platitudes  or  general  statements  of 
that  sort.     The  House  wants  to  get  at  the 
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real  work  of  the  session,  which  cannot  be  dis- 
olosed  before  the  Financial  Statement  is  made. 
I  am  qiiite  sure  the  House  will  recognise  the 
great  work  the  Government  has  undertaken. 
It  is  a  great  work,  and  one  that  to  be  accom- 
plished will  require  the  thorough  support  of  the 
House.  No  Government  can  carry  it  through 
without  the  support  of  the  House.  Whether 
we  shall  be  successful  or  not  in  propounding  a 
scheme  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  House  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  venture  to  think  we  shall  be ; 
and  I  venture  to  think  the  House  agrees  with 
as  that  our  wisest  course  is  to  end  the  imme- 
diate business  as  quickly  as  possible,  so  that 
we  may  adjourn  in  order  to  get  the  real  data 
on  which  honourable  members  can  form  an 
opinion,  and  then  if  there  is  to  be  a  change 
of  Government  there  will  be  time  to  effect  it 
after  the  House  has  seen  the  scheme  we  pro- 
pose to  put  before  it. 

Mr.  BALL ANCE.— Before  I  notice  some  of 
the  observations  made  in  this  debate  I  desire 
to  add  my  congratulations  to  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Address  for  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  they  performed  a  very  diffi- 
cult task.  It  was  a  difficult  task,  inasmuch  as 
those  gentlemen  had  very  little  indeed  to  speak 
about  in  the  Speech.  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  and  his  Government  had 
brought  down  a  Speech  giving  in  more  definite 
outline  an  indication  of  what  they  are  going  to 
do,  the  task  would  have  been  simpler  and 
easier  than  it  was.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  personnel  of  the  Ministry,  I  do  not 
desire  to  say  anything  at  all  upon  that  head, 
except  that  most  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  Government  benches  ara  my  personal 
friends,  and  I  am  sure  that  personally  they 
have  my  best  wishes.  I  should  like,  however, 
to  remark  upon  one  thing  touched  upon  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  because 
it  is  really  a  personal  matter  concerning  my- 
self. The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  East  was 
entrapped  into  giving  a  vote  for  the  last 
Government. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No.  I  said  he  was  led 
to  support  the  late  Government  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— The  word  used  was  "  en- 
trapped." I  am  quite  sure  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  East  would  not  indorse 
the  word  *'  entrapped  "  in  reference  to  his  atti- 
tude in  1884,  for,  as  he  has  said  on  several  occa- 
sions, he  gave  that  vote  of  1884  out  of  personal 
regard  for  myself.  The  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  referred  to  the  question  of  expendi- 
ture, and  ho  has  said  that  the  last  Govern- 
ment last  session  brought  down  a  budget  under 
which  the  expenditure  was  raised,  and  that 
there  were  no  reductions  whatever.  Opinions 
differ  upon  that  point.  I  think  it  was  clearly 
proved  last  session,  at  any  rate  it  was  clearly 
set  out  in  the  Financial  Statement,  that  very 
large  reductions  had  been  made  in  the  expendi- 
ture. Indeed,  it  was  shown  that  the  total 
reductions  amounted  to  £150,000,  and  that, 
striking  off  savings  represented  by  non-recur- 
xing  votes,  the  net  reduction  was  £80,000.  The 
Major  Atkinson 


honourable  gentleman,  however,  insists  that 
there  were  no  reductions,  and  twits  the  mem- 
bers of  the  late  Government  with  saying  after 
the  prorogation  that  they  saw  their  way  to 
savings  amounting  to  £100,000.  But  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  remember  what 
took  place  last  session  he  will  admit  that  there 
was  in  the  Financial  Statement  a  clear  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
that,  while  there  had  been  large  savings  in 
the  public  expenditure  of  the  colony,  further 
savings  could  be  made,  and  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  continue  the 
economies  which  had  been  cairied  out.  That 
was  the  clear  and  distinct  expression  in  the 
Financial  Statement — that  wo  were  going  to 
effect  further  reductions  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture :  but  the  honourable  gentleman  overlooks 
that,  and  he  also  overlooks  the  fact  that  the 
Premier,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  in  saying  what 
he  said  at  Dunedin,  was  simply  reiterating 
what  had  been  already  stated  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  we  shall  have  done  the  best  work 
possible  if  we  get  a  Government  that  has 
the  confidence  of  the  House.  I  admit  that 
a  Government  with  the  confidence  of  a  work- 
ing majority  of  the  House  is  a  satisfactory 
thing  to  produce ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  rather  premature  in  asking  the  House  to 
regard  his  Ministry  as  a  strong  Government, 
or  as  a  Government  that  has  the  confidence  of 
the  House.  If  I  understand  the  position  aright 
it  is  this:  The  Government  is  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  House  only  in  a  provisional 
sense.  And  what  is  this  provisional  sense? 
Simply  this :  that,  if  they  bring  down  in  a  fort- 
night's or  three  weeks'  time  a  Budget  satis- 
factory to  the  House,  then  they  may  survive ; 
but  if  they  do  not  bring  down  such  a  Budget  I 
presume  the  Government  will  not  have  the 
confidence  of  the  House  or  the  country.  Then, 
what  is  the  position  taken  up  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ?  He  says  that  the  decision  of 
the  country  at  the  general  election  was  confined 
entirely  to  the  question  of  retrenchment.  Now, 
I  say  that  if  there  is  one  question  that  was 
threshed  out  more  completely  than  another  it 
was  the  question  of  the  tariff — the  question  of 
the  protection  of  local  industries;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  it.  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  members  of  the  House  were 
canvassed  in  the  light  of  their  election  speeches 
it  would  be  shovm  that,  if  there  is  not  in  the 
House  a  majority  of  declared  Protectionists 
upon  principle,  there  is,  at  any  rate,  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  House  who  aro  Pro- 
tectionists in  this  sense :  that  they  are  prepared 
to  encourage  local  industries.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  that  is  the  position,  we 
are  told  that  the  present  Parliament  is  simply 
elected  on  the  question  of  retrenchment.  I 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  flouts  the 
decision  of  the  country  in  saying  that  he  will 
not  bring  down  tariff  proposals  this  session,  but 
will  relegate  the  matter  to  another  session.  I 
say  that  that  is  going  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  the  country,  and  that 
that  alone  will  entitle  us  to   challenge   the 
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Ministiy  in  reference  to  their  position.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
demands  so  long  a  time  to  mature  his  Finan- 
cial Statement — a  longer  time  than  has  been 
asked  for  by  any  Treasurer  in  the  history  of  the 
colony — will  reconsider  his  decision,  and  will 
embody  in  his  financial  proposals  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  in  a  protectionist  direction.  But  I 
am  afraid  that  he  feels  himself  in  this  position : 
that  there  is  a  large  section  of  his  party  which 
is  determined  that  he  shall  bring  down  no  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  except  in  the  direction  of  free- 
trade,  and  that  he  dare  not  for  fear  of  them 
attempt  a  revision  of  the  tariff  in  the  direc- 
tion of  encouragement  to  local  industries.  That 
is  the  honourable  gentlemaji's  weakness.  The 
honourable  gentleman  may  tell  us  that  he  has 
no  data  at  his  disposal,  but  I  contend  that  he 
has  abundance  of  data.  He  has  the  discussions 
iwhich  took  place  in  this  House  in  1885.  He 
has  the  rejected  tariffs  of  the  last  Government, 
which  would  give  him  ample  material  for  avoid- 
ing the  shoals  and  dangers  which  he  antici- 
pates. But,  apart  from  these  negative  data,  has 
he  no  positive  data,  no  views  of  his  own,  after 
all  these  years  ?  He  is  a  Protectionist  himself, 
one  of  the  most  declared  Protectionists  in  the 
country.  He  has  declared  to  his  constituents 
that,  if  the  Customs  duties  were  taken  off,  one- 
half  of  the  population  of  the  colony  would  leave 
us — one  of  the  strongest  Protectionist  state- 
ments over  made  in  the  colony.  I  ask,  after  a 
lifetime,  after  a  study  of  at  least  twenty  years 
of  this  question,  has  the  honourable  gentleman 
still  no  data,  no  material  out  of  which  to  re- 
construct a  Financial  Statement  and  to  revise 
the  tariff  ?  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  does  not  look  with  favour 
upon  the  relegation  of  this  important  ques- 
tion to  next  session,  and  that  if  the  sense  of 
the  House  were  taken  to-morrow  it  would 
bo  in  favour  of  making  some  attempt — and 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  the  experience 
needed  for  making  it — before  we  meet  again 
after  the  adjournment,  to  deal  with  this  great 
question.  We  are  told  in  this  Speech  some- 
thing about  the  policy  to  be  brought  down 
this  session.  We  are  told,  with  regard  to  the 
land,  that  a  Bill  is  to  be  brought  down  for 
simplifying  the  tenure  of  land  and  for  making 
the  acquirement  of  small  holdings  easier.  I  can 
only  say,  in  reference  to  this,  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  give  the  Government 
every  assistance  to  make  the  land-laws  simpler, 
more  easily  understood,  and  more  favourable  to 
settlement  generally ;  and,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  bring  down  a  scheme  by  which 
greater  numbers  of  people  can  be  settled  on 
the  land  and  provided  with  roads — for  roads  are 
one  of  the  greatest  helps  to  settlement  and 
colonisation — he  will  find  every  member  on  this 
side  of  the  House  co-operating  with  him.  I 
am  not  now  going  into  a  defence  of  the  land 
policy  of  the  late  Government.  That  is  not 
before  the  House.  But  what  I  would  say  is 
this :  that  the  attempt  of  the  late  Government 
to  solve  the  problem  of  settling  the  people  upon 
the  land  in  large  numbers  and  under  satisfac- 
tory conditions  was  so  successful  that  a  con- 


tinuance of  that  policy  must  be  observed  by 
the  present  Government,  and  that  we  shall  be 
happy  to  assist  the  Government  in  carrying  it 
out  and  in  making  the  conditions  of  assistance 
to  settlers  even  more  liberal  than  they  are.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Government  will 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  Government 
with  regard  to  land  legislation.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  seems  to  enjoy  that ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  admit  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  land  by  the  late  Government 
was  characterized  by  brilliant  success  so  far  as 
results  were  concerned.  I  think  that  has  been 
shown,  but  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  ask- 
ing for  the  reports  of  the  stewards  of  the  village 
settlements  with  regard  to  each  distinct  village 
settlement,  and  I  think  that  these  reports  will 
show  that  the  claims  for  success  of  these  settle- 
ments rest  upon  a  good  foundation.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  Native  lands  I  am  prepared 
to  admit  that  there  has  been  some  small 
amount  of  dissatisfaction,  but  I  will  venture 
to  say  that  a  large  portion  of  even  that  small 
amount  of  dissatisfaction  does  not  come  from 
the  Native  people  themselves,  but  from  Eu- 
ropeans who  have  reasons  for  being  opposed  to 
our  policy.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  we 
should  not  pass  the  Bill  which  may  be  brought 
down,  but  at  present  I  do  not  know  what  it 
may  be.  The  intention  of  the  last  Government 
was  to  amend  the  Native -land  laws  in  this 
respect :  to  permit  Native  titles  which  were 
inchoate,  or  were  only  partially  completed,  to 
be  completed.  That  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  and  that  would  have  obviated  the 
difficulty  raised  by  the  honourable  member 
who  moved  this  Address  w^ith  regard  to  titles 
in  Poverty  Bay.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in 
passing  any  comprehensive  measure — and  this 
was  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  mea- 
sures ever  passed  by  this  House — there  will 
bo  some  errors  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
defect  discovered  by  the  judgment  of  the  Su- 
preme Court — a  judgment  contrary  to  popular 
impression,  and  contrary  to  the  general  impres- 
sion in  this  House — will  have  to  be  corrected  in 
some  way,  because  the  clear  intention  of  the 
Act  was  to  remedy  those  titles  which  were 
defective.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
satisfying  the  Natives,  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  any  Bill  which  may  be  passed  by  this 
House  will  never  give  entire  satisfaction  to 
the  Natives  with  regard  to  their  lands.  If  you 
establish  a  system  of  free-trade  in  Native 
lands  you  will  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  Na- 
tives. The  best  minds  amongst  the  Natives 
will  at  once  protest  that  their  lands  will  be 
sacrificed.  I  do  not  know  anything  more 
injurious  to  the  Native  people  than  the  esta- 
blishment of  anything  like  free-trade  in  Na- 
tive land.  I  was  reading  a  Bill  to-day  pre- 
pared by  a  Native  expert,  and,  so  far  as  I 
could  grasp  the  subject,  it  was  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  travesty  of  the  present  Act. 
We  shall  wait  patiently  for  this  legislation 
which  is  to  come  down.  It  appears  that  a 
small  Bill  is  to  be  brought  down  to  remedy 
some  of  the  more  patent  defects  in  the  Native- 
land  laws.    I  cannot  see  how  that  can  be  done 
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in  a  small  Bill.  If  the  Premier  thinks  he 
can,  by  a  makeshift,  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Natives,  ho  is  greatly  mistaken.  I  happen  to 
know  something  of  the  opinions  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  upon  this  subject  —  opinions 
"vvhich  have  been  expressed  in  Bills  brought 
down  by  members  of  his  former  Government, 
and  those  Bills  were  all  in  the  direction  of  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  of  last  year. 
Is  the  honourable  gentleman  going  to  upsst 
that  legislation  ?  If  so,  how  is  it  that  he  has 
so  completely  changed  his  opinions  upon  a 
question  of  this  importance  ?  Now  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  education.  Here  we  have  a 
most  difficult  question  to  deal  with ;  and  it 
does  appear  to  me  that  the  mode  of  treatment 
to  be  applied  to  education  is  the  ordinary 
mode  attempted  by  a  Government  that  has 
no  policy  of  its  own,  and  that  wants  to  fish 
up  a  policy  from  amongst  the  members  of 
the  House.  There  is  a  Committee  now  given 
notice  of,  and  that  Committee  is  applied 
for  by  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  thought  that,  by  taking  in  mem- 
bers from  both  sides  of  the  House,  a  policy 
with  respect  to  education  will  be  proposed 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  House.  After 
that  question  has  been  so  thoroughly  venti- 
lated in  the  country,  I  say  the  Government 
ought  to  have  been  in  a  position  themselves, 
without  the  aid  of  a  Committee,  to  bring 
down  proposals  on  this  subject.  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  the  Premier  say,  "Hear,  hear," 
because  I  assume  now  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  no  party  to  the  proposal  for  that 
Committee  by  one  of  his  supporters.  There- 
fore I  am  glad  indeed  to  modify  what  I  have 
said,  and  shall  expect  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  come  down  with  his  own  proposals  with 
regard  to  education.  In  another  respect  this 
education  question  is  in  a  very  satisfactory 
state.  Last  session  it  was  the  impression  of  a 
few  members  of  the  House,  and  the  impression 
of  a  certain  section  of  the  public,  that  the 
education  system  was  most  extravagant  in  its 
nature,  and  that  it  could  bo  cut  down  without 
injury.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  honourable 
mem\)er  for  Egmont  himself.  In  one  speech 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  he  thought  we 
could  have  a  cheaper  system.  Sir  Itobert 
Stout,  however,  took  up  a  positive  stand  on 
the  question,  and  maintained  that  there  could 
not  be  any  very  large  saving  effected  in  educa- 
tion, and  I  am  happy  to  think  that  the  action 
which  he  and  others  took  upon  this  question 
had  the  effect  of  fixing  the  mind  of  the  country, 
and  of  altering  tlie  intentions  of  the  present 
Ministers.  They  have  changed  their  posi- 
tion— there  is  no  doubt  about  that;  and  now 
they  are  afraid  to  touch  education  except  in 
the  most  delicate  manner.  They  are  afraid  to 
go  in  for  anything  in  the  shape  of  wholesale 
retrenchment.  It  will  be  a  little  bit  of  cheese- 
paring here  and  there.  That  is  what  their  cry 
for  retrenchment  in  education  is  to  come  to. 
It  is  very  gratifying  indeed  that  the  general 
election  has  brought  them  to  that  state  of  mind 
— to  the  state  of  mind  indicated  in  the  Speech. 
I  do  not  thmk  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
Mr,  BaUance 


given  us  a  policy  here  that  is  worthy  of  the 
name.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  burning 
question  of  the  elections  was  retrenchment. 
I  am  prepared  to  admit  that,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  this  House  asks  from 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  in  their  Finan- 
cial Statement,  a  thorough  scheme  of  retrench- 
ment. We  are  prepared  to  await  that  State- 
ment ;  we  will  not  hurry  it.  We  say  that  the 
time  taken  is  too  long ;  but,  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  he  cannot  do  the  work  he 
has  to  do  in  a  shorter  time,  I  think  ho  should  be 
given  that  time,  because  if  that  request  is  not 
granted,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  comes 
down  with  a  hurried  Statement,  of  course  he 
will  say  that  there  was  not  time  to  properly 
perform  the  work.  Although  the  question  of 
retrenchment  occupied  the  first  place,  I  say 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  not  done  jus- 
tice to  other  questions  of  great  importance. 
The  question  of  the  tariff  and  local  industries 
is  not  to  bo  dealt  with.  That  question  was 
raised  distinctly  at  the  elections  on  almost 
every  platform,  and  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  indication  from  any  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  that  this  question  of  dealing  with 
local  industries  would  be  postponed  to  a  future 
session.  I  maintain  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  deal  with  this 
question  in  some  form — it  may  not  be  a  com- 
plete form,  but  in  some  form.  I  shall  say  no 
more  now.  We  are  not  discussing  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  This  is  only  a  preliminary 
discussion.  We  do  not  intend  to  challenge  the 
Government  by  any  vote  on  the  question  ;  but 
wlien  the  financial  proposals  come  down  it  will 
then  be  for  every  honourable  member  to  con- 
sider how  far  they  meet  the  demands  of  the 
House  and  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FISHER.  —  Before  speaking  upon  the 
general  question,  I  desire  briefly  to  refer  to  the 
personal  matter  which  has  been  introduced 
into  the  debate  this  evening.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  said  that 
my  pair  in  1884  was  given  to  the  Government 
out  of  personal  regard  to  himself.  That  is 
quite  true ;  but  may  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  whether  I  may  go  one  step  further, 
and  refer  to  what  passed  between  us  in  writ- 
ing ?    May  I  do  so  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Certainly. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Very  well.  I  may  say,  then, 
that  I  had  been  ill  for  three  months,  and  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  sent  to  my  residence 
a  letter  asking  whether  I  would  give  him  a 
second  pair  I  sent  down  again  to  ask  whether 
my  pair  was  to  be  given  in  favour  of  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Government.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man replied,  in  the  letter  which  I  have  now 
in  my  possession,  "Not  to  bring  back  the 
Stout- Vogel  Ministry."  I  wish  to  refer  no 
further  to  this  matter;  but  I  desire  once  for 
all  to  clear  myself  of  any  misunderstanding 
or  misapprehension  which  may  exist  in  regard 
to  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  must  say  that  there  was  a 
very  marked  difference  in  the  tone  and  charac- 
ter of  the  two  speeches  which  we  heard  to-night 
from  the  front  Opposition  bench.  There  was 
nothing    but  fair   argument    throughout    the 
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speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
niii.  The  other  speech  displayed  an  utter 
poverty  of  aigument.  Why,  Sir,  what  is  the 
position  of  this  country  and  of  this  Parliament 
at  the  present  moment  ?  The  mission  of  this 
new  Parliament  is  to  restore  the  finances  of 
the  countzy.  That  is  its  chief  duty,  and  none 
other.  There  has  passed  over  the  land  a  voice 
like  the  Apocalypse  declaring  that  the  purpose 
and  business  of  Parliament  is  the  busmess  of 
retrenchment.  That  is  the  first  and  over- 
shadowing question,  and  to  that  question  Par- 
liament must  devote  its  attention.  And  I  hold 
that  if  we  accomplish  all  that  the  country 
expects  of  us  in  regard  to  that  all-absorbing 
subject  we  shall  have  discharged  a  duty  whicii 
will  reflect  unboimded  honour  not  only  upon 
tiie  ]^Iinistry,  but  upon  the  Parliament  as 
a  whole.  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  now  cele- 
brated "  civilised  world  "  letter,  advised  young 
Mr.  Loveson-Gower  to  resolutely  take  to  the 
study  of  history ;  and,  if  honourable  members 
take  resolutely  to  the  study  of  the  history  of 
this  country  for  the  past  three  years,  what  will 
they  discover?  They  will  discover  that  there 
has  been  a  great  miscarriage  in  tlio  administra- 
tion of  the  country's  afiairs ;  they  will  discover 
that  the  channels  of  Government  have  become 
impure,  and,  above  all,  that  its  finance  has 
got  into  a  confused  and  unsatisfactory  state. 
I  venture  to  say  that  those  are  the  features 
which  stand  cut  most  prominently  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  admin  is  traton  of  the  affairs  of  thi.s 
country  for  the  past  three  years.  It  has  been 
^d  that  the  Government  showed  reductions 
to  the  extent  of  i-SO,OCO  last  year;  and  the 
late  Premier,  in  one  of  his  speeches  at  Dun- 
edin,  said  that  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  reduce  by  a  further  sum  of  .tlOO,000.  Why, 
Sir,  w^hat  are  these  statements  worth  ?  Bead 
the  public  records;  and  what  do  they  tell  us? 
They  tell  us  that  the  cost  of  governing  the  coun- 
try has  increased  for  tlie  past  three  years  at  the 
i&te  of  £lOO,Ci)0  a  year,  and  tliat  the  estimates 
brou(;ht  down  last  year  showed  an  increase  of 
£56,000  or  £58,000 — I  am  speaking  now  from 
memory.  Where,  then,  are  the  savings  and  re- 
trenchments of  which  those  honourable  gentle- 
men have  spoken?  And  wlien  it  is  said  of  us 
that  we  are  asking  for  an  unpreccdentedly  long 
period  for  the  preparation  of  the  Statement  we 
intend  to  put  before  the  House,  lot  me  put  a 
very  simple  question.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Financial  Statement  brought  down  this  year 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite.  It  eon- 
oontains  matters  of  various  descriptions,  and 
of  very  various  values.  Now,  the  liononrable 
member  himself  understands  what  literary 
work  is.  So  do  I.  And  I  ask  him  whether  the 
preparation  of  this  Statement,  or  any  similar 
Statement,  would  not  occupy  fully  a  fort- 
night. And  I  go  further,  and  ask  whether  it 
is  fair,  in  all  honourable  consideration,  to  ex- 
pect us,  who  have  to  remodel,  and  revolu- 
tionise, most  of  the  gov  emmental  departments 
of  tho  country,  to  bring  down  our  proposals 
ic  anything  less  than  the  time  asked  for. 
Those  of  us  who  have  been  in  the  House 
any  length  of  time  understand  what  labour  it 


entails  to  analyse  the  public  accounts,  and  to 
go  through  the  departments  of  the  Government 
to  ascertain  where  reductions  may  be  effocted. 
We  ask  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  period  of 
time  in  order  to  devote  ourselves  exclusively  to 
this  important  national  work,  for  it  is  nothing 
short  of  that,  and  because  we  do  so  it  is  said 
we  have  no  policy  to  submit,  and  that  we  ask 
for  delay  for  the  purpose  only  of  remaining  on 
these  benches.  I  say  there  lies  before  us  a 
task  of  a  stupendous  nature,  and  I  claim  tiiat 
in  the  effort  to  successfully  accomplish  that 
task  wo  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  and  most 
generous  consideration.  We  neither  desire  nor 
intend  to  delude  the  House  in  any  way.  I 
speak  for  every  member  of  tho  Government 
when  I  say  that  each  is  animated  by  an 
earnest  desire,  a  singleness  of  purpose,  which 
is  altogether  beyond  question.  Sir,  I  have 
seen  the  affairs  of  a  province  in  this  country 
extricated  from  an  exceedingly  difficult  posi- 
tion only  by  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  patriot- 
ism on  the  part  of  a  gentleman  who  was  then 
at  the  head  of  its  affairs,  but  who  is  now  no 
longer  a  member  of  this  House.  I  have  seen 
a  city  in  this  colony  become  so  depressed  in 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  treatment  of  its 
finances  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise 
how  the  city  was  extricated  from  its  difficulties 
without  imposing  on  the  people  additional 
taxation.  In  each  case  the  end  was  achieved 
by  prudence,  caution,  and  the  most  rigid  in- 
sistance  in  the  observance  of  probity  in  every 
branch  of  tho  public  service.  And  so  here. 
The  members  of  the  Government  have  the 
sincerest,  most  earnest  determination  that  the 
duty  we  have  undertaken  shall  bo  successfully 
accomplished  if  it  is  at  all  possible  for  men  to 
accomplish  it.  I  care  little  for  any  sneers  or 
imputations  that  may  be  thrown  out  against 
us.  I  know  that  when  Parliament  comes  to 
consider  our  proposals  they  will  be  found  to  be 
of  such  a  kind  as  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
those  who  hiavo  sent  us  here.  I  am  confident 
there  is  but  one  absorbing  desire  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  that 
desire  is  that  the  channels  of  Government 
shall  bo  purified,  that  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  tho  colony  shall  be  held  with  a 
firm  grip,  and  that  the  best  results  obtainable 
from  the  public  expenditure  shall  be  secured. 
Now,  it  is  said  thai;  we  are  a  Government  only 
in  a  temporaiy  sense  ;  and  I  grant  the  correct- 
ness of  that  statement.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  has  not  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  legitimate  criticism  in  making  that 
statement ;  and  with  regard  to  our  policy  if 
we  are  defeated  wo  shall  willingly  and  cheer- 
fully leave  these  benches.  W^e  will  not  wait 
to  declare  that  nothing  but  physical  force 
shall  remove  us  from  these  benches,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
declared  in  regard  to  his  Government  three 
sessions  ago.  Our  principles  will  remain 
with  us,  and  if  our  principles  are  not  accept- 
able to  tho  House  we  will  retire.  We  are 
so  far  tinged  with  patriotism  —  though  I 
do  not  say  that  we  are,  in  that  respect,  any 
better  than  other  honourable  members— that 
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when  our  principles  prove  to  be  unaccept- 
able to  the  House  and  the  country  vre  will 
consent  no  longer  to  sit  here.  Now,  I  ask 
the  House  not  to  mistake  the  issues  before 
it.  The  question  of  Protection  is  a  question 
of  very  great  interest  to  a  number  of  members 
of  this  House  ;  but  I  say  the  primary,  the  over- 
shadowing question  is  the  settlement  of  the 
finances  of  this  country.  Politicians  of  the 
school  of  Peel  abhorred  anything  in  the  nature 
of  financial  confusion,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  will  be  taken  as  a  strong  reflection  on  the 
gentlemen  occupying  the  front  benches  oppo- 
site, but  I  say  that  our  finances  are  now  in  a 
dangerously  confused  state,  and  it  will  require 
the  best  energies  and  the  highest  ability  which 
the  Government  may  be  able  to  exercise  to  put 
them  into  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  ad- 
vantage which  the  country  will  derive  from  this 
will  be  that  those  people  in  England  who  exer- 
cise such  a  potent  voice  in  the  affairs  of  this 
country — for  those  from  whom  we  get  whatever 
money  we  require  by  way  of  loan  do  exercise  a 
potent  voice— will  look  with  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  upon  the  policy  which  has  been 
enunciated  in  His  Excellency's  Speech.  Pri- 
vate capital,  too,  will  then  begin  to  flow  into 
the  country.  I  was  very  glcld  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  use  such  en- 
couraging words  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  lands  of  the  colony.  I  know  that  his 
heart  is  as  much  engrossed  in  the  successful 
settlement  of  the  lands  of  the  colony  as  was  that 
of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Holleston  ;  and  I  take 
advantage  of  this  occasion  to  say  that,  because 
a  man  may  be  a  political  opponent  of  mine,  I 
will  never  on  any  occasion  attempt,  as  has 
been  attempted  by  one  honourable  member  to- 
night, to  degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
House.  I  hope  our  politics  for  very  many 
years  to  come  will  be  altogether  free  from 
that  imdesirable  element,  and  will  be  gauged 
by  a  higher  standard  than  that.  I  hope 
that  whatever  political  differences  may  exist, 
and  to  whatever  shade  of  political  opinion  we 
may  belong,  we  shall  never  so  far  forget  our- 
selves as  to  attempt  to  degrade  each  other  in 
the  eyes  of  our  fellow-members.  Again,  I  desire 
to  compliment  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  do  so,  on  the 
tone  and  character  of  his  speech.  I  feel  sure 
that  any  land-measures  the  Government  may 
introduce  will  receive  his  cordial  support ; 
for  I  know  he  recognises,  as  I  recognise  my- 
self, that  the  surest  way  to  bring  back  pro- 
sperity is  by  the  judicious  settlement  of  the 
lands  of  the  colony.  I  need  not  touch  on 
his  views  regarding  Native  questions,  because 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert  on  Native 
matters ;  but  I  do  hope  that  the  principles  he 
himself  has  endeavoured  to  enunciate  for  years 
past,  and  the  methods  by  which  he  has  sought 
to  settle  the  country,  will  some  day  lead  to 
successful  results.  There  are  thoughts  which 
force  themselves  very  strongly  upon  one  in  re- 
lation to  certain  irregularities  in  connection 
with  his  special-settlement  scheme  of  last  ses- 
sion ;  but  I  will  not  now  make  any  reference  to 
that.  I  cannot  help  repeating  that  the  honour- 
Mr,  Fisher 


able  gentleman  worked  with  all  the  energy  of 
which  a  man  is  capable  in  the  settlement 
of  the  land ;  and  I  trust  he  may  find  it  pos- 
sible to  give  assistance  to  his  successor,  who  I 
hope  will  endeavour,  as  he  has  endeavoured, 
to  settle  the  lands  in  a  judicious  and  proper 
way.  With  regard  to  education,  I  wish  to 
make  only  one  remark,  as  I  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  the  question  in  detail  to-night..  I 
merely  wish  to  say  that  on  the  education  ques- 
tion I  have  been' very  considerably  misrepre- 
sented. I  was  most  unjustly  misrepresented  on 
the  subject  to-night ;  but,  as  I  notice  that  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  has  put  on 
the  Order  Paper  a  notice  of  a  question  on  this 
subject,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  on  a  future 
occasion  of  putting  myself  right  in  connection 
with  that  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  occasion ;  and,  following  the 
Minister  of  Education,  permit  me  to  say  that 
I  compliment  the  honourable  gentleman  upon 
his  improved  bearing.  Evidently  the  effect  of 
making  him  a  ^Minister  of  the  Crown  has 
been  to  dtf  something  towards  improving  not 
only  his  language  but  his  deportment  towards 
those  who  may  chance  to  differ  from  him.  I 
do  not  for  a  moment  say  that  I  agree  with 
what  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
I  will  not  say  that  this  House  should  at  all 
times  follow  what  he  may  tell  us  to  do ;  but,  as 
I  said  before,  I  compliment  him  on  the  im- 
provement which  has  talcen  place.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  told  us  we  were  to  read  history. 
Ho  also  told  us  the  House  was  degraded  by  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  As  an  old  member  of  the 
House,  I  may  say  that  there  was  not  one  word 
used  to-night  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  which  could  at  all  be  said 
to  be  degrading;  and  the  statement  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  that  it  was  degrading 
will  not  carry  much  weight  in  the  country, 
where  the  honourable  gentleman  is  so  well 
known.  He  tells  us  to  read  history.  I  have 
occasionally  had  something  to  do  in  reading 
the  history  and  remarks  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  remember,  when  he  was  stand- 
ing for  the  position  of  Mayor  of  Wellington, 
that,  because  one  of  the  ablest  journalists  in 
New  Zealand  ventured  to  differ  from  him,  he 
stigmatized  that  gentleman  as  "  a  cross  between 
Mr.  Stiggins  and  Robinson  Crusoe."  And  yet 
we  have  him  now  coming  forward  as  a  lecturer 
to  members  of  the  House  as  to  how  they  ought 
td  behave  "afore  folks."  The  honourable 
gentleman  took  upon  himself  to  defend  his 
leader.  It  is  only  natural  that  he  should  do 
so.  I  say  that,  taking  the  speech  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  who  to-night  was  leading 
the  attack,  and  comparing  it  with  what  fell 
from  the  present  Premier  when  he  occupied 
a  similar  position,  to-night's  speech,  though 
pointed,  was  mild,  and  not  at  all  deserving  of 
being  called  "  degrading."  Then,  again,  we  find 
the  Premier,  immediately  he  is  placed  on  those 
benches  for  a  few  short  hours,  turning  round 
and  treating  with  contempt  one  who  has  been 
his  colleague,  and  one  who,  when  the  history 
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of  New  Zealand  is  written,  will  occupy  in 
that  history  a  position  far  higher  than  that 
of  the  Hon.  Major  Atkinson,  now  Premier. 
I  say  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  the  attack 
to-night  degrading  to  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, or  to  those  who  follow  him,  or  to  any 
one  who  occupies  a  seat  in  this  House;  but 
the  Minister  oi  Education  endeavoured,  if  pos- 
sible, by  that  statement,  to  lead  the  House  to 
excuse  him  for  not  answering  the  charges  which 
bad  been  levelled  at  him.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  it  had  been  stated  in  the  Wel- 
lington papers  that  the  honourable  member  had 
said  that  unless  he  was  appointed  a  Minister 
he  would  be  found  in  opposition,  and  that  he 
would  be  quite  justified  in  takiug  that  course  : 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  never  denied 
that  charge  with  a  single  word ;  for  bimply 
to  say  that  the  remarks  were  degrading  is  no 
answer.  But  there  is  no  gentleman  who  has 
been  slightly  misreported  or  misunderstood  who 
takes  greater  pains  to  correct  such  statements 
in  the  papers  than  the  Minister  of  Education ; 
and,  as  he  did  not  correct  that  statement,  I 
say  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  perfectly 
justified  in  assuming  that  it  was  true.  The 
honourable  gentleman  asked  us  to  rea,d  the 
history  of  the  colony  during  the  last  three 
years :  I  will  commence  at  the  point  to 
which  he  directed  the  House.  And  what 
is  the  first  thing  I  am  brought  face  to  face 
with?  I  am  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
fact  that  the  present  Premier,  then  the  leader 
of  the  House,  had  sent  a  Royal  Commission 
through  the  colony,  at  an  expense  of  some 
£500,  to  make  inquiries  into  the  working  of 
the  different  departments.  That  Commission 
sent  in  a  most  valuable  report ;  and,  when  we 
asked  for  it,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  enable 
us  to  make  some  retrenchment,  the  honourable 
gentleman  refused  to  give  it  to  us,  and  told  us 
that  the  type  had  been  broken  up. 

Major  ATKINSON. —  Let  me  correct  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  have  corrected  him 
on  several  occasions  on  this  subject,  but  per- 
haps he  will  allow  me  to  do  so  again.  He  is 
quite  incorrect  in  making  such  a  statement. 
The  report  to  which  he  refers — that  of  Messrs. 
Seed  and  Batkin — was  sent  in  some  years  be- 
fore I  left  ofiice,  and  that  report  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site all  the  time  they  were  in  office.  What  he 
refers  to  in  connection  with  the  type  being 
broken  up  was  not  the  report  of  ^lessrs.  Seed 
and  Batkin.  I  went  carefully  into  the  question 
of  what  retrenchment  could  take  place,  w'ith 
the  report  in  manuscript  before  me,  and  that 
report  hsis  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment ever  since.  The  only  thing  of  which  the 
type  was  broken  up  was  the  draft  of  a  Bill 
which  I  had  never  gone  through  myself,  and 
which  I  took  away  with  me  when  I  left  ofl&ce, 
as  it  would  bo  manifestly  improper  to  leave  it 
behind  in  its  incomplete  condition.  The  whole 
of  the  information  collected  by  that  Commission 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  all  the  time  they  were  in  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  glad  I  have  given  the 
honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  mak- 


ing an  explanation ;  but  I  should  like  to  know 
how  he  can  explain  his  position  with  regard  to 
the  draft  Bill  if  such  serious  retrenchment 
could  have  been  made  under  it.  The  colony 
paid  the  cost  of  the  Commission,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  in  the  pay  of  the 
colony  when  the  Bill  was  drafted  and  printed. 
When  this  question  was  first  brought  forward 
by  Sir  Robert  Stout  and  his  colleagues,  as  to 
the  colony  having  the  benefit  of  Messrs.  Seed 
and  Batkin's  report,  we  heard  that  it  was  not 
in  existence ;  and  that  is  the  history  of  how 
the  colony  has  never  had  the  benefit  of  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  not  accept  my  explanation  I  must  call 
upon  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  to  say 
whether  it  is  true  or  not  that  it  has  been  in  the 
office  all  the  time  they  were  in  power ;  and,  if 
they  will  not  answer,  I  will  produce  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  wait  till  I  finish,  and  then  he 
can  reply.  This  is  the  course  he  suggested  to 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  during  the  last  three  years  the  Pre- 
mier, or  those  who  follow  him,  raised  this 
question  of  reduction  or  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  reduction  could  be  carried  out  before  the 
elections  came  on.  But  lot  us  go  further  back 
in  history.  When  we  saw  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  those  benches  and  the  leader  of 
a  dominant  party,  and  when  one  of  his  party 
moved  that  the  estimates  should  be  reduced  by 
dB50,000,  he  said  to  him,  *'  You  can  come  here 
and  do  it  yourself,  for  I  will  have  no  part  in  it : 
it  is  impossible."  That  is  a  part  of  history  to 
which  the  Minister  of  Education  did  not  refer. 
Take  the  position  of  the  colony  then  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  position  now,  and  I  say  there 
is  no  comparison  unless  it  be  in  favour  of  those 
who  last  sat  on  those  benches.  Again,  we  can 
judge  of  the  patriotism  of  my  honourable  friend 
the  Premier  when  we  see  him  putting  the 
colony  to  the  expense  of  £40,000  or  £50,000 
within  the  last  few  months.  Knowing  as  he  did 
that  there  was  a  large  deficit,  ho  has  within 
the  last  four  months  plunged  the  colony  into 
a  greater  deficit  by  £60,000.  Taking  his  own 
figures,  he  has  placed  the  colony  £100,000 
further  behind  than  it  would  have  been  if  we 
had  done  what  he  now  says  we  ought  to  do. 
There  are  now  only  some  five  months  before  the 
end  of  the  financial  year ;  and  does  the  Minister 
of  Education  mean  to  say  that  it  is  possible 
to  make  a  reduction  of  £600,000  in  that  period  ? 
Take  the  inspired  newspapers  of  Wellington, 
and  we  first  find  it  stated  that  a  saving  of 
£300,000  can  be  made ;  then  it  is  stated  that 
that  is  impossible,  and  that  the  saving  would 
be  £250,000 :  but  I  believe  that  ^linisters  will 
yet  find  that  the  reduction  they  can  make 
will  be  very  close  to  that  proposed  by  the 
late  (Government— namely,  £100,000.  Wo  are 
told  by  the  Minister  of  Education  that  our 
finance  is  in  a  confused  state ;  but  I  must 
say  that  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
tried  to  play  the  role  of  financier  he  was  a 
signal  failure.  Members  have  only  to  look  to 
his  speech  on  the  Customs  Duties  Bill  last 
session,  and  they  will  see  that  I  am  perfectly 
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correct  in  that  statement,  notwithstanding  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  some  days  to 
make  those  corrections  which  he  generally  does 
"  on  the  ^uiet  '*  when  the  Hansard  proof  is 
sent  to  him.  In  that  speech  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  something  about  wages  going 
down,  giving  as  his  authority  Mulhall.  He  now 
admits  that  he  holds  his  present  position  not  as 
being  Minister  rightly  and  properly,  but  simply 
as  agent  of  some  one  behind  stronger  than 
himself,  and  stronger  than  those  who  sit  with 
him  on  the  benches.  What,  then,  is  their  re- 
trenchment ?  Is  it  a  reduction  of  wages,  which 
are  stated  by  Mulhall  to  be  higher  in  New 
Zealand  than  in  any  of  the  other  colonies, 
and  considerably  higher  than  in  England  ?  If 
that  is  the  position  he  holds  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  and  their  policy  is  to  be  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  wages  of  working-men,  I  tell  him 
it  would  be  better  for  him  to  remain  eimply 
"  George  Fisher,  member  for  Wellington 
East,"  than  "the  Hon.  George  Fisher,  Minis- 
ter of  Education."  I  have  said  that  there  is 
a  xxjwcr  behind  the  throne ;  and  that  power 
raised  this  question  of  retrenchment.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  during  the  last  election  they  played 
upon  it,  and  so  threw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
electors?  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  elec- 
tors have  been  misled.  There  cannot  be  such 
a  reduction  as  has  been  spoken  of  without 
entailing  great  hardship  on  a  large  section  of 
the  community.  To  the  men  who  are  work- 
ing as  "  unemployed  "  at  4s.  Gd.,  and  in  many 
cases  living  on  bread  and  water,  and  without 
proper  clothes  to  their  backs — what  relief  will 
a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  Civil  Service  give 
to  them?  It  is  asking  for  bread  and  having 
a  stone  thrown  at  them ;  and  no  man  knows 
that  better  than  the  Minister  of  Education, 
because  he  mingles,  or  at  least  he  did  during 
the  elections  mingle,  with  the  working-classes 
of  Wellington.  Now,  that  honourable  gentle- 
man told  us,  as  usual,  that  he  had  been  mis- 
represented. Tliat  always  is  the  case.  No 
newspaper  reporter  in  the  colony  can  over 
report  a  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's, if  thera  is  anything  in  it  which  ho 
afterwards  regrets  having  said,  without  mis- 
representing him.  It  is  always  said  that  some 
mistake  has  been  made.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  was  any  misrepresentation  in  this  case  ; 
and,  to  refresh  the  honourable  gentlemun's 
memor}',  I  would  point  out  to  him  and  to  the 
House  that  it  was  impossible  there  w^as  any 
misrepresentation  as  regards  the  question  of 
education.  1  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  follow  me  for  a  moment  while  I  read 
a  short  extract  from  Hansard  of  last  session, 
in  which,  on  page  436,  will  be  found  the  fol- 
■  lowing,  in  the  speech  of  the  present  Minister 
of  Education  on  the  Customs  Duties  Bill: 
*'  I  hold  that,  oven  as  regards  the  physical  and 
mental  welfare  of  the  children  themselves, 
they  should  not  be  put  to  school  before  they  are 
seven  years  of  ago."  He  tells  us  then  that, 
"  taking  merely  the  capitation  allowance  of  £4 
per  head,  and  not  touching  the  increasing  cost 
for  school-buildings,  we  have  21,024  children 
under  seven  years  of  age  attending  the  State 
Mr.  Seddon 


schools,  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of  £84,496. "^ 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  propose  toca^i 
adrift  into  the  gutters  of  the  large  cities  these 
children?  Does  he  mean  to  close  the  schools 
in  the  country  districts,  and  to  say  that  21,000 
children  of  the  poople  of  this  colony  shall  be 
refused  admittance  to  the  public  schools  ?  Is 
he  the  Minister  of  Education  for  that  pur- 
pose ?  Is  that  part  of  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government?  If  he  serves  his  trial  with 
such  a  condition  as  that,  I  say  the  moment 
that  proposal  comes  down  he  will  go  from  the 
Government  benches,  and  he  will  never  be 
missed.  Then  we  come  to  another  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  :  *'  In  regard 
to  the  primary-education  system,  I  look  upon 
it  that,  supposing  we  stop  at  the  Fourth 
Standard,  no  great  injury  would  be  done  to  the 
children  of  the  country."  And  ho  goes  on 
further,  and  says  that  up  to  the  Fourth 
Standard  there  are  12,302  children  attending 
school ;  to  the  Fifth  Standard,  7,524 ;  to  the 
Sixth  Standard,  8,809.  Eaising  the  school- 
age  to  seven,  and  cutting  off  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Standards,  he  proposes  in  this  speech  to 
cast  adrift  on  the  colony  no  less  a  number 
than  32,000  children :  he  would,  I  repeat,  do 
that  by  making  the  school -age  seven  and 
limiting  the  standards  to  the  Fourth  Standard. 
If  that  is  part  of  tho  proposed  retrenchment,, 
if  that  is  what  is  to  be  done  with  education,  I 
say  at  once  that  the  colony  will  not  stand  it 
for  a  moment.  Tlte  honourable  gentleman  will 
now,  I  suppose,  say  that  he  was  misrepre- 
sented, and  perhaps  misreported.  Well,  con- 
sidering he  took  some  days  revising  this  speech^ 
and  seeing  that  he  had  it  distributed  to  every 
house  in  Wellington,  where  is  the  misrepre- 
sentation? When  ho  says  that  he  will  take 
some  future  occasion  to  show  that  ho  has  been 
misrepresented  and  misreported,  I  say  the 
Minister  of  Education  is  playing  with  the 
membera  of  this  House.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  these  were  his  sentiments  at  the  time. 
If  ho  has  altered  his  opinion  he  has  a  right 
to  tell  the  colony  so ;  but,  as  one  who  would 
jealously  guard  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  in  this  matter,  I  fear  that  he  has  not 
changed  his  opinions ;  and  the  fact  of  his  hold- 
ing these  views  and  being  in  the  position  of 
Minister  of  Education  caused  me  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  should  at  present  re- 
frain from  supporting  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Tho  Hon.  the  Premier  laughs  that 
hollow  laugh.  I  have  seen  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  when  it 
was  nearer  a  cry  than  a  laugh  with  him,  and 
I  have  known  liim  to  laugh  on  occasions 
when  it  did  not  become  him  in  tho  position 
he  held,  as  he  did  the  other  night  when 
this  speech  was  referred  to.  When  it  is 
remembered  what  this  speech  contains,  and 
what  is  behind  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
out  of  plftce  very  much  indeed  to  laugh.  The 
misery,  the  destitution,  the  heart-burnings 
that  must  necessarily  follow  upon  the  rigid  re- 
trenchment mentioned  in  the  Speech  is  a 
matter,  I  think,  that  should  not  bo  laughed  at 
by  any  one  who  is  there  to  carry  out  this  duty. 
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The  man  scaxcely  deserves  the  name  of  man 
who  could  laugh  at  it — the  man  who  would 
laugh  under  such  circumstances  would  dance 
an  Irish  jig  on  his  mother's  tombstone.  We 
were  told  that  it  was  **  a  nice  little  Speech."  I 
do  not  know  where  the  nicety  comes  in.  I 
look  upon  it  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  position  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  this 
ia  the  most  cold-blooded  and  heartless  Speech 
that  was  ever,  I  think,  delivered  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  and  I 
must  say,  from  carefully  perusing  every  line  of 
it,  that  I  think  His  Excellency  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  because  he  does  not  father  it  in  any 
way  as  I  have  seen  him  father  other  Speeches ; 
he  throws  the  responsibility  in  every  case  upon 
his  Advisers.  Let  them  take  the  responsi- 
bility. The  Speech  discloses  a  "  wait  till  the 
clouds  roll  by  '*  policy,  but,  as  to  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  there 
is  not  a  line  that  can  give  any  satisfaction. 
The  commencement  of  the  Speech  has  refer- 
ence to  the  Jubilee  ;  and  upon  that  I  may  say, 
as  a  loyal  subject  and  one  who  loves  our 
Queen,  that  I  thoroughly  indorse  every  word 
said  hero ;  but  I  do  think  there  has  been  a  use- 
loss  expenditure  of  money  to  celebrate  the 
Jubilee.  I  think  that  the  *'  God  bless  the 
Queen"  from  the  poor  and  badly-clothed  dis- 
played greater  loyalty  to  Her  Majesty  and 
greater  earnestness  than  all  the  pageants 
that  took  place  in  London,  or  the  expenditure 
that  was  made  by  those  who  could  afford  to 
naake  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  people  of  this 
country  will  remember  with  pleasure  the  Jubi- 
lee year,  especially  if  the  reductions  and  re- 
trenchment spoken  of  by  the  present  Ministry 
are  given  effect  to.  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Op: 
position  briefly  touched  upon  this  question  of 
the  Imperial  Conference  that  took  place  in 
London.  1  know  that  the  Premier  and  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker  when  attending  the  Con- 
ference at  Sydney  pledged  this  colony  to  an  ex- 
penditure of  something  like  £25,000  or  £30,000 
a  year,  and  it  was  only  by  the  action  of  the 
late  Government  and  those  who  supported  them 
that  we  refused  to  allow  New  Zealand  to  fede- 
rate with  the  other  colonies  on  such  a  basis. 
Of  what  effect  will  it  be  that  rates  of  wages 
should  be  brought  down  and  drastic  retrench- 
ment take  place,  such  as  is  spoken  of,  if  you 
are  going  to  carry  out  federation  with  the  other 
colonies  to  the  detriment  of  New  Zealand,  and 
make  the  taxpayers  here  find  an  additional 
£25,000  or  £30,000  for  it?  Where  is  the  re- 
trenchment  if  that  is  to  be  done  ?  I  say  it  is 
hollow.  As  to  the  result  of  the  elections,  I  say 
that  the  ballot-box  did  not  wholly  support  what 
is  stated  in  this  Speech  by  His  Excellency, 
on  the  advice  of  the  Government.  I  say  that 
there  were  two  things  put  before  the  electors 
of  the  colony,  and  that  the  one  that  was 
declared  most  for  and  had  the  largest  sup- 
port was  the  encouragement  of  local  indus- 
tries. I  will  take  those  honourable  gentlemen 
from  Auckland  who  are  supporting  the  present 
Government :  there  is  only  one  of  them,  I  be- 
lieve, who  has  declared  himself  against  the 
poUcy  of  the  late  Government  in  regard  to  the 


encouragement  of  local  industries.  The  other 
question — the  question  of  retrenchment — was 
a  secondary  consideration.  The  same  remark 
will  apply  to  Wellington.  The  answer  at  the 
ballot-box  here  was  as  much  in  favour  of  the 
encouragement  of  local  industries  as  it  was  for 
the  reduction  of  the  expenditure  of  the  colony. 
And  where  is  the  Minister  of  Education  ?  where 
is  his  sincerity?  He  asks  us  to  believe  that 
Ministers  are  sincere,  and  that  they  wish  to 
carry  out  faithfully  and  truly  what  the  electors 
decided  upon  ;  but  when  I  find  the  honourable 
gentleman,  so  soon  as  he  accepts  a  position  as 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  going  behind  his  elec- 
tion pledges,  I  can  scarcely  take  all  that  he 
says  from  the  Government  benches.  Did  not 
the  honourable  gentleman  pledge  himself  to 
the  encouragement  of  local  industries  in  a 
most  unmistakable  manner,  just  as  inuch  as 
ho  pledged  himself  to  a  reduction  of  the  ex- 
penditure? Where,  then,  was  he  when  that 
advice  was  tendered  to  His  Excellency  ?  Why 
has  the  honourable  gentleman  not  endeavoured 
to  prove  his  sincerity  regarding  the  charge 
placed  in  his  hands  by  the  electors  ?  Where 
is  the  relief  and  encouragement  to  local  indus- 
tries, and  the  finding  of  employment  for  work- 
ing-men ?  I  say  the  fact  is  that,  if  he  is  on 
trial,  he  has  not  done  anything  towards  ful- 
filling his  duty  to  those  who  placed  him  where 
he  is,  and  gave  him  the  opportunity  he  h£is  had 
of  being  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  Speaking 
on  this  question  further,  I  would  mention  the 
question  of  the  tariff,  and  I  would  direct  those 
present  to  what  is  occurring  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony.  We  had  to-day,  I  believe,  a 
notice  to  ask  the  Government  whether  they 
will  make  provision  for  the  unemployed  in 
Taranaki.  We  have  the  unemployed  in  the 
South  Island,  I  am  sorry  to  sa}',  in  every  large 
centre  of  population.  In  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict the  same  thing  is  occurring.  Here  is 
what  is  occurring  in  that  district :  I  have  it  on 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  Auckland  members 
that  there  young,  stalwart,  well-edncated  men 
are  going  out  in  gangs  every  morning  with 
spade  and  spear  prodding  for  gum.  Aged  men 
and,  I  believe,  some  of  the  best  artisans  we 
have  in  the  colony  are  doing  the  same  thing. 
We  have  aged  men  and  little  children  carrying 
the  bag  :  and  what  is  the  result  ?  Prod,  prod, 
prod,  all  day,  sometimes  striking  timber,  another 
time  a  little  gum,  which  is  put  in  the  little  bag, 
taken  to  Auckland,  and  the  net  result  of  the 
day's  work  is  81b.  of  gum,  value  4d.  a  pound. 
To  people  so  situated  what  relief  will  the  re- 
duction in  the  public  expenditure  give  ?  What 
do  they  contribute  in  the  way  of  taxation? 
They  cannot.  They  have  it  not.  Therefore 
you  have  no  provision  whatever  for  cases  such 
as  I  have  depicted.  And  to  say  that  you  will 
consider  tliis  question  of  the  tariff  during  the 
recess,  while  Ministers  themselves  are  enjoying 
£20  a  week,  whilst  a  man  with  a  large  family 
has  to  live  on  twenty  pence,  is  the  most  heart- 
less proposal  ever  placed  on  the  floor  of  this 
House.  On  this  question  I  challenge  the  Pre- 
mier when  he  said  that  it  was  impossible  to 
correct  the  tariff  or  to  bring  down  an  amended 
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tariff  this  session.  I  am  blessed  with  a  memory. 
Ooing  back  into  history  as  mentioned  and  re- 
commended by  the  Minister  of  Education,  I 
remember  that  in  1879,  when  there  was  depres- 
sion, when  there  was  a  deficit,  as  stated  by  the 
present  Premier,  of  £800,000,  he  did  not  then 
propose  to  meet  that  by  retrenchment  or  by  re- 
duction in  the  public  expenditure,  because  he 
said  it  would  entail  misery  upon  the  people  of 
the  colony.  By  Treasury  bills  he  tided  over 
the  difficulty  for  a  time.  He  did  more  than 
that.  On  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  East  (Mr.  E.  C.  J.  Stevens) 
a.  Committee  was  appointed.  What  was  the 
Committee  appointed  for?  To  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  local  industries  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  the  best  means  of  assisting  and  en- 
couraging those  industries.  On  the  27th  of 
October  the  motion  was  caiTied ;  on  the  27th  No- 
vember the  report  of  that  Committee  was  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  ;  on  the  17th  Decem- 
ber our  present  Colonial  Treasurer  introduced  a 
Bill  into  this  House  to  alter  the  Customs  duties, 
and  on  the  19th  December  that  Bill  was  passed 
and  became  law.  The  report  of  this  Committee 
was  adopted,  and  that  was  the  commencement 
of  protection  to  local  industries.  They  flourished 
for  a  considerable  period  after  that.  And  all 
that  is  required  now  is  for  a  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed. Let  us  sit  during  the  next  fortnight ; 
lot  the  Premier  come  down  to-morrow  with  a 
motion  to  appoint  a  Committee,  and  let  that 
Committee  sit  while  the  Premier  is  preparing 
his  Financial  Statement.  Let  those  in  favour 
of  local  industries,  in  favour  of  finding  bread 
for  the  people,  revise  the  tariii,  and  assist  the 
Government  to  do  what  it  did  in  1879 — pass  an 
Act  to  give  relief  to  the  people.  He  has  done  it 
before,  ho  can  do  it  again,  and  the  alterations 
necessary  are  not  so  great  now  as  they  were  in 
1879.  It  was  carried  then  without  a  division. 
The  Premier  has  now  the  assistance  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  who  is  now  his  colleague. 
To  say  that  we  are  to  adjourn  this  question  to 
give  it  consideration  during  the  reccs.s,  and  in 
the  meantime  cause  misery  and  destitution  by 
this  large  retrenchment  which  is  necessary— to 
do  that  is  to  do  a  wrong  to  New  Zealand  that 
will  recoil  on  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
do  it.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  point  out 
to  the  Government  that  if  they  wish  to  come 
out  of  this  trial,  out  of  the  ordeal  that  is  now 
before  them,  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
with  justice  to  the  people  of  this  colony,  they 
must  not  neglect  to  deal,  and  at  once,  with 
this  question  of  encouragement  of  local  in- 
dustries. I  would  say  this  also  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Education  Department :  that  the  real  benefit 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  get  from 
the  large  amount  which  they  contribute  to 
the  revenue  is  the  system  of  education  that 
now  exists.  It  is  the  educating  of  the  rising 
generation  of  New  Zealand.  And  I  would 
say  to  him  that  during  the  session  of  last  year 
we  passed  a  Civil  Service  Reform  Act,  and 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  are  theso :  that  every 
man's  child  in  the  colony  has,  by  a  competitive 
examination,  a  chance  of  entering  the  Civil 
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Service  of  New  Zealand,  the  only  chance  that 
has  been  given  for  years.  Therefore,  if  he  takes 
away  any  standard  now  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  if  he  tampers  with  secondary  educi^ 
tion  and  refuses  assistance  to  it,  it  simply 
means  this :  that  he  is  leaving  to  the  wealthier 
classes  of  this  country  the  whole  Civil  Ser- 
vice :  and  to  do  that  would  be  a  wrong.  Here 
is  the  comparative  position:  Out  of  Customs 
£1,400,000  is  raised ;  the  public  and  private 
estates  in  the  colony  are  valued  at  £216,000,000 : 
all  that  wealth  contributes  by  way  of  property- 
tax  is  £350,000.  The  proposal  of  the  late 
Government  to  place  on  property  an  increase 
of  £75,000  was  only  fair  and  equitable.  The 
basis  of  taxation  as  laid  down  by  all  authori- 
ties is  the  greatest  sacrifice  of  those  who 
have  it  to  sacrifice.  Sooner  than  make  ex- 
penditure come  within  revenue,  it  would  be 
wiser,  I  believe,  on  the  part  of  the  property- 
owners  of  the  country,  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  if  they  would  take  so  much  by  reduction 
in  a  proper  and  legitimate  way  ;  nothing  rash, 
nothing  hasty,  because,  even  as  stated  by  the 
Government,  it  must  be  done  hastily  to  be 
done  this  session.  Better  to  take  a  little  more 
from  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  than  to  say 
that  the  whole  reduction  is  to  come  upon  the 
Civil  Service  of  the  colony.  The  Premier  said 
it  was  a  question  of  delay ;  but,  seeing  they 
are  taking  a  fortnight  to  consider  the  position, 
I  hope  they  will  think  well  of  what  I  have 
placed  before  them,  and  not  consider  too  much 
the  property-owners  whom  they  represent  on 
those  benches,  but  think  a  little  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  rise  on  the  present 
occasion  not  to  find  fault  with  the  Speech  or 
the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech,  but  with  the 
object  of  moving  an  addition  to  that  Address. 
And  I  wish  to  state  that  I  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  doing  so  entirely  upon  myself.  I 
have  not  consulted  a  single  member  of  this 
House  with  regard  to  the  action  I  intend  to 
take  at  the  present  time.  I  have  not  even 
asked  a  member  of  this  House  to  second  the 
proposition  which  I  intend  to  make  with  regard 
to  this  Address.  I  have  taken  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility upon  myself,  and  wish  it  to  be 
understood  as  in  no  way  hostile  to  the  gentle- 
men sitting  on  those  benches.  The  addition 
which  I  intend  to  move  is  to  the  following 
effect :  That  this  House  would  respectfully 
represent  to  your  Excellency  that  in  the  pre- 
sent financial  condition  of  the  colony  the  num- 
ber of  paid  Ministers  should  be  reduced  to  five. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  find  fault  with  the 
Address  in  Reply.  I  wish  to  avoid  saying  any- 
thing that  the  gentlemen  on  those  benches 
might  construe  into  any  hostile  action  on  my 
part.  I  am  sure  they  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
accept  this  addition  to  the  Address  in  Reply.  I 
believe  they  have  the  best  intentions  in  wishing 
to  carry  out  retrenchment.  Now,  Sir,  if  we  are 
to  retrench,  and  if  we  are  in  earnest  about 
retrenchment,  if  we  expect  to  be  able  to  cut 
down  the  Civil  Service  of  this  country  to  a 
reasonable  extent,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to 
commence  with  ourselves ;    and  I  move  this 
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addition  firmly  believiDg  that  the  government 
and  administration  of  this  country  could  be 
carried  on  very  well  with  five  instead  of  seven 
Ministers.  I  have  been  returned  to  this  House 
pledged  to  support  retrenchment,  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  use  every  constitutional  and  law- 
ful means  to  carry  out  my  pledges  to  the  elec- 
tors in  that  respect,  and  in  moving  this  addition 
I  am  fulfilling  a  pledge.  If  I  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity of  moving  this  addition  at  the  present 
time  and  dividing  the  House  upon  it  I  might 
not  have  another  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I 
therefore  made  up  my  mind  to  move  this  addi- 
tion; and  I  assure  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  that  it  is  not  moved  in  a  hostile  way. 
I  have  not  consulted  a  single  member  upon  the 
subject.  I  hope  the  Government  will  accept 
this  addition  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  I 
move  it,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — I  rise  with  very  great  plea- 
sure to  second  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo.  I  do  so  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  amendment  would  not 
have  been  necessary  at  all  if  those  gentlemen 
on  the  Government  benches  were  sincere  in 
their  desire  to  bring  about  what  they  are 
pleased  to  term  retrenchment.  Why,  Sir,  there 
are  not,  I  believe,  two  members  sitting  on  those 
benches  who  have  not  throughout  the  country 
during  the  last  two  or  three  months  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  five  Ministers  were  ample  to  govern 
this  country,  and  some  of  them  have  gone  as  far 
as  to  say  in  reference  to  one  or  two  Ministerial 
portfolios  that  it  was  a  mere  rattle,  something 
to  amuse  children,  and  which  therefore  the 
country  could  do  without.  Seeing  they  used 
language  of  that  kind  during  the  recess,  before 
becoming  Ministers  of  the  Grown,  I  say  it  is 
very  unbecoming  of  them  to  come  down  and 
preach  that  there  is  an  overwhelming  cry  about 
retrenchment  when  they  are  not  prepared  to 
effect  the  particular  retrenchment  indicated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waihemo.  So  far 
as  I  can  understand  this  Speech,  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  not  going  to  have  any  judicious  reduc- 
tion of  the  expenditure  such  as  I  have  always 
advocated.  I  see  very  plainly  that  those  who 
are  going  to  suffer  are  those  in  positions  in 
which  they  cannot  help  themselves.  I  myself 
will  never  be  a  party  to  reducing  the  wages  of 
workmen  or  of  Civil  servants  to  such  a  limit 
that  they  will  have  no  margin  beyond  what  will 
keep  body  and  soul  together,  because  I  con- 
tend that  a  system  of  reduction  of  that  kind  is 
simply  one  pauperising  the  community.  I  re- 
peat that  a  policy  that  deprives  poor  men  of 
the  means  of  properly  supporting  their  wives 
and  families,  and  leaves  them  no  margin  in 
case  of  -sickness,  is  simply  a  policy  of  pauper- 
ism. I  have  no  doubt,  the  matter  having  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
they  will  accept  the  amendment  without  any 
demur.  Doubtless  it  will  seem  very  hard 
to  gentlemen  who  have  been  newly  created 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  sacrifice  that  posi- 
tion ;  but  we  have  heard  to-night  of  the  self- 
sacrificing  motives  of  some  of  those  honourable 
genUemen,  and  I  think  the  v(9iy  least  they  can 


do  in  a  case  of  that  kind  is  to  show  a  little 
of  that  self-sacrifice  which  they  are  going  to 
preach  to  and  expect  from  others.  I  have 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  amendment. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  should  not  the  amend- 
ment to  which  the  Premier  said  he  agreed  be 
made  before  another  amendment  to  add  words 
is  taken? 

Amendment  made,  *'  That  we  notice  the 
opinion  expressed  that  the  system  under  which 
the  railways  are  worked  is  unsatisfactory.*' 

Mr.  BARRON.—The  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo  is  exceedingly 
clever,  especially  in  the  present  state  of  the 
House.  Now,  if  I  were  called  on  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  on  its  merits  I  should  go- 
into  the  lobby  with  the  honourable  gentleman  ; 
but  there  are  issues  at  stake  much  greater  even 
than  this  small  reduction.  When  the  Govern- 
ment bring  down  their  Financial  Statement 
I  shall  look  for  a  proposal  similar  to  this 
amongst  its  details,  and  if  there  is  no  proposal 
to  reduce  the  number  of  Iklinisters  to  five  I 
shall  endeavour  to  influence  the  honourable 
gentlemen  in  that  direction.  But,  Sir,  I  hope 
there  are  many  other  honourable  gentlemen 
who  think,  with  me,  that  the  issues  involved  by 
voting  for  this  amendment  are  too  great,  and 
that  until  the  Financial  Statement  has  been 
brought  down  we  should  support  the  Govern- 
ment, as  it  was  our  intention  to  do,  and  in  the 
meantime  vote  ^gainst  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  the 
debate,  as  I  think  the  sooner  it  is  ended  the 
better,  but  I  desire  to  enter  a  protest  against 
the  unnecessarily  long  delay  asked  for  by  the 
Government.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Trea- 
surer is  not  entitled  to  the  time  he  asks  for  to 
prepare  his  Financial  Statement,  but  I  object 
to  the  proposal  to  close  the  House  to  all  busi- 
ness during  that  period.  I  do  not  see  why,  in 
the  interval  in  which  he  is  preparing  his 
Statement,  private  members'  business  could 
not  be  done ;  because  it  appears  to  me  obvioua 
that  the  Statement  must  come  mainly  from 
the  Treasurer  himself,  and  to  a  very  little  ex- 
tent from  his  colleagues,  who  could  therefore 
attend  here.  I  think  the  time  of  the  House 
would  therefore  be  wasted  by  so  long  an  ad- 
journment ;  and  honourable  members  may  be 
assured  that  if  it  is  carried  it  simply  means 
preventing  any  private  business  being  done 
this  session.  If  you  compute  the  time  the 
House  can  sit  after  the  adjournment  it  will 
■be  found  there  is  barely  time  enough  for  the 
Government  business,  and  therefore  all  private 
members'  Bills  and  local  Bills  must  be  sacri- 
ficed this  session.  I  am  not  inclined,  at  the 
present  juncture,  to  support  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waihemo,  and  I  am 
almost  in  doubt  if  it  should  be  carried  at  a 
later  period.  At  any  rate,  in  my  opinion  the 
present  time  is  extremely  inopportune  for  an 
amendment  of  that  kind,  and  if  it  is  persisted 
in  I  shall  vote  against  it.  With  the  late  Trea- 
surer, I  hayo  great  pleasure  in  complimenting 
the  mover  of  the  Address  in  Reply  upon  the 
manner  in  which,  as  a  new  member,  he  ao- 
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quitted  himself  of  the  task.  I  think  the  way  it 
was  done  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  him- 
self, and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in 
time  to  come  he  will  make  an  excellent  de- 
bater in  this  House.  It  is  not  the  slightest 
derogation  to  him  to  say  that  there  was  not 
much  in  the  speech  he  made ;  but  for  that 
he  has  ample  excuse  in  the  fact  that  there 
was  not  much  in  the  Speech  to  which  ho  was 
proposing  a  reply.  Out  of  nothing  nothing 
can  come,  and  therefore  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  be  blamed  for  the  paucity  of  the 
matter  he  had  to  utter.  It  struck  me,  how- 
ever, that  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
exhibited  the  most  strange  inconsistency  in 
being  the  mover  of  the  Address  at  all ;  and  I 
am  sure  he  will,  on  reflection,  and  when  he 
looks  seriously  at  what  he  has  done,  himself 
see  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  strange  incon- 
sistency in  moving  the  Address  in  Beply,  in  face 
of  the  opinions  ho  expressed  when  doing  so. 
One  thing  particularly  stuck  me  in  his  re- 
marks which  gave  an  air  of  insincerity  to 
all  he  said.  In  the  early  part  of  his  speech, 
referring  to  retrenchment,  he  said  ho  hoped 
constituents  and  members  would  not  cry  out 
when  the  pruning-knife  of  retrenchment  was 
applied  to  their  particular  districts.  Well,  we 
have  heard  about  those  who  are  ever  ready  to 
shed  every  drop  of  their  brother's  blood  so  long 
as  they  do  not  lose  any  of  their  own,  and  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  exemplified 
that  saying  in  an  extraordinekry  degree,  because 
later  on  ho  said  he  would  give  his  most  vigorous 
and  most  earnest  opposition  to  any  proposal  to 
repeal  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act. 
I  am  one  of  those  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  look 
upon  that  particular  Act  as  one  of  the  most 
corrupt  Acts  ever  passed  by  this  House.  I  look 
upon  it  as  an  Act  which  has  in  the  past  en- 
abled Governments  to  buy  members*  support 
by  giving  the  proceeds  of  the  Act  to  their  dis- 
trict ;  and  unless  repealed  it  will  continue  to 
have  that  effect.  Therefore,  if  there  is  any 
one  thing  more  than  another  that  ought  to  be 
done  in  the  way  of  retrenchment,  it  is  to  repeal 
that  Act.  What  was  the  reason  the  honourable 
gentleman  gave  against  its  repeal  ?  He  simply 
tells  us,  with  an  innocent  air  that  is  really 
amusing,  that  his  district  receives  a  large 
amount  of  the  proceeds  arising  under  it.  That 
shows  me  the  honourable  gentleman  is  quite 
prepared  to  support  any  retrenchment  so  long 
as  it  does  not  affect  his  own  district ;  and  I 
take  leave  to  state  this  as  an  expression  of  my 
own  opinion :  that  it  is  one  of  the  difficulties 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
benches  have  to  face ;  that  if  they  really  in- 
tend to  propose  vigorous  retrenchment  they 
will  be  met  at  every  turn  by  opposition  from 
one  party  or  another,  and  that  when  it  comes 
to  the  end  that  opposition  will  assume  a  com- 
bined form,  which  will  prevent  anything  but 
the  very  slightest  retrenchment  being  effected. 
However,  I  trust  I  may  be  wrong  in  that 
fear.  Then,  again,  the  honourable  gentleman 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  aid  County  Councils  to  open 
up  roads;  and  so  forth.  My  own  idea  of  re- 
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trenchment  has  gone  in  the  direction  of  the 
House  ceasing  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
subsidies  to  local  bodies  at  all.  No  permanent 
retrenchment  will  take  place  in  this  colony 
until  the  Government  divest  themselves,  as 
much  as  possible,  as  I  hope  in  the  very  early 
future  they  will,  of  the  system  of  giving  aid  to 
local  bodies  in  any  shape  whatever ;  and  until 
local  bodies  are  taught  to  be  self-relisLut  I 
am  convinced  that  no  true  economy,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  will  be  effected.  Then, 
again,  the  honourable  gentleman — who  cannot 
long  remain  a  supporter  of  this  Government  if 
they  carry  out  their  proposals,  as  I  hope  they 
will — makes  another  plea  for  his  own  district 
with  regard  to  education.  He  said  the  country 
districts  should  be  subsidised  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  town  districts.  There  may  be  a 
principle  in  that,  though  I  do  not  see  it  at  the 
first  blush;  but  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  shows  me  clearly  that  he  is  like 
many  other  members  in  the  House,  who,  the 
Ministry  will  find,  will  not  remain  their 
supporters  unless  they  can  get  loaves  and 
fishes.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  pre- 
pared for  retrenchment  to  any  extent  in  the 
colony  at  large  so  long  as  it  does  not  touch 
that  favoured  spot  known  as  the  East  Coast. 
I  was  amused  at  hearing  some  remarks  that 
emanated  from  the  seconder  of  the  Address  in 
Beply,  and  I  was  particularly  pleased  also  with 
the  touching  reference  he  made  to  the  absence 
of  our  friend  Mr.  Montgomery.  During  my 
connection  with  the  House  on  a  former  occa> 
sion  I  had  the  pleasure — and  indeed  it  was  a 
pleasure — to  follow  the  lead  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  I  only  regret  that  he  is 
not  here  at  this  time,  when  he  might  be  occupy- 
ing a  position  for  which  he  was  striving,  and 
which  in  my  humble  judgment  he  was  en- 
titled to  obtain.  But  the  funny  part  of  the 
business  was  this :  that  the  successor  to  Mi, 
Montgomery  is  following  a  Ministry  the  head 
of  which,  during  the  three  years  of  my  con- 
nection with  this  House,  was  day  by  day, 
month  by  month,  grossly  abusing  and  assailing 
that  honourable  gentleman  in  a  way  to  which 
I  have  never  known  a  parallel,  either  in  this 
House  or  outside  of  it.  Therefore  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  honourable  gentleman  could  have 
no  acquaintance  with  what  took  place  in  1882- 
83-84,  when  there  took  place  the  occurrences 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  Both  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  moved  and  seconded  this  Ad- 
dress in  Beply  have  pronounced  themselves 
thorough  Free-traders  —  the  seconder  is  more 
pronounced  than  the  mover.  Now,  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  must  be  aware,  or  I  think  they 
ought  to  be,  that,  whatever  the  head  of  this 
Government  is,  he  is  at  any  rate  personally  a 
Protectionist,  and  we  know  that  members  who 
move  or  second  an  Address  in  Beply  are  generally 
regarded  as  out-and-out  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  whom  they  so  act,  and  therefore 
it  does  appear  to  me  strange  that  these  two 
gentlemen  should  have  been  inveigled  or  per- 
suaded into  proposing  or  seconding  an  Address 
of  that  nature.  Not  only  do  they  know  the 
leanings  of  the  Premier,  but  they  see  a  clause 
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in  tho  Speech  touching  this  question  of  the 
tariif.  If  that  clause  means  anything  it  means 
that  the  Government,  at  any  ratp  next  session, 
intend  to  revise  the  tariff  in  a  Protectionist  di- 
rection. If  it  does  not  mean  that,  then  it  is  a 
sham.  My  own  belief  is  that  it  is  held  out  like 
the  proverbial  bunch  of  carrots  before  the  head 
of  the  donkey.  It  is  held  out  before  the  Pro- 
tectionists, who  are  expected  to  pay,  *'  See  1  he  is 
going  in  the  direction  of  protection  next  ses- 
sion. We  may  as  well  be  satisfied."  It  isheld 
out  before  the  noses  of  the  Free-traders,  who 
-say,  "It  is  not  coming  on  until  next  session, 
and  it  will  not  be  too  much.  Jt  is  simply  to  be 
an  adjustment."  I  say  that  that  clause  is  one 
of  the  most  dishonest  clauses  in  the  Speech.  It 
may  mean  something  or  nothing.  I  believe  it 
was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
and  blinding  both  parties  as  to  this  great  ques- 
tion of  protection.  A  great  deal  was  said 
during  the  elections  regarding  the  desirability 
of  importing  new  blood  into  the  administration 
of  the  country.  To  some  extent  I  concurred, 
but  not  to  the  extent  some  people  went. 
I  do  not  see  how  the  government  of  the 
•country  is  to  be  carried  on  unless  new  blood  is 
sometimes  introduced  to  the  Treasury  benches ; 
but  when  that  idea  is  carried  too  far  it  is  a 
danger  and  a  menace  to  the  country,  and  I 
think  it  is  carried  too  far  in  this  case.  My  fear 
is  this,  and  it  is  a  fear  largely  shared  in  by  the 
country  as  a  whole :  that  the  Premier,  who,  we 
know,  does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
country — quite  the  reverse — will  be  a  domi- 
nating influence  in  the  new  Cabinet.  Even 
-supposing  that  the  new  members  of  it  are  stiff- 
backed  gentlemen,  their  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  routine  of  office  and  official  life  will  render 
them  so  subservient  to  the  Premier  that  the 
legislation  we  shall  have  will  not  be  the 
legislation  of  the  united  Cabinet,  but  of  the 
Premier.  If  that  occurs  I  shall  look  upon  it 
as  a  grave  reason  for  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.  Those  who  know  the 
dominating  and,  I  may  add,  domineering  cha- 
racter of  the  Premier  must  admit  that  there  is 
ground  for  fear  that  his  influence  will  be  too 
strong  for  his  colleagues,  and  that  it  will  be 
his  policy  that  will  rule  the  country.  There  is 
another  thing  connected  with  the  appointment 
of  these  Mmisters  which  also,  I  think,  gives 
grounds  for  considerable  alarm ;  and  it  is  this : 
that  three  members  of  the  Ministry  in  whom 
the  country  will  place  some  amount  of  re- 
liance have  accepted  their  portfolios  with 
the  intention  of  throwing  them  up  at  no 
distant  date.  Therefore  we  have  before  us 
this  alarming  fact:  that,  after  the  Premier, 
who  is  a  veteran  politician  and  no  doubt 
quite  fit  for  the  position,  we  have  then 
three  untried  men ;  and  we  have  the  three 
best  men  next  to  the  Premier  likely  to  re- 
tire at  the  end  of  the  session,  and  we  do  not 
know  who  are  to  be  put  in  their  places.  That 
seems  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  way  of  treat- 
ing the  House.  It  is  a  position  fraught  with 
danger,  which  the  House  should  not  tolerate 
for  a  moment.  I  do  not  intend  to  criticize  the 
allotment  of  the  portfolios,  though  that  might 


be  done  with  great  fairness,  but  it  does  seem 
to  be  a  most  extraordinary  thing  tliat  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  should  also  have  the 
administration  of  Native  Affairs.  Is  it  possible 
that  the  Native  question  should  have  dwindled 
to  such  a  degree  that  it  is  possible  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  and  Railways,  the 
busiest  man  in  the  Cabinet  next  to  the  Trea- 
surer, should  bo  able  to  overtake  the  duties  of 
Native  Minister  ?  I  think  that  the  two  positions 
are  entirely  incongruous.  So  far  as  my  position 
in  this  House  is  concerned  at  the  present  time, 
I  was  returned  upon  two  questions,  Protection 
and  Kctrenchment.  and  therefore  I  am  for 
measures,  not  men.  If  the  present  occupants 
of  the  Treasury  benches  bring  forward  satisfac- 
tory measures  on  these  two  questions,  I  may 
vote  for  them.  It  is  possible,  but  not  probable. 
Still,  I  do  not  care  by  whom  the  work  is  done  so 
long  as  it  is  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony 
as  a  whole.  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  unwise 
for  any  member  to  attempt  to  criticize  the  policy 
of  the  Government  at  the  present  time.  We 
do  not  yet  know  what  it  is,  and  the  proper 
course  appears  to  be  to  wait  until  the  measures 
are  brought  down.  I  must  say  I  was  amused 
when  the  Premier  rose  to  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North,  with  that 
assumed  indignation,  and  with  a  ridiculous 
attempt  to  throw  pathos  into  his  voice,  and  said 
he  rose  to  express  his  great  regret  at  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  dreadful  conduct  of  the 
honourable  member.  I  really  did  not  see  that 
the  honourable  member  used  one  single  word 
of  which  he  need  be  ashamed,  or  of  which  the 
House  should  take  notice,  and  certainly  he 
used  none  so  bad  as  the  Premier  in  my  hearing 
in  this  House  has  used  hundreds  of  times.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  was  perfectly  fair  in  what  he  said  about 
two  of  the  Ministers,  who,  in  their  present 
position,  are  like  flies  in  amber.  In  the  words 
of  Pope — 

The  things,  we  know,  are  neither  rich  nor  rare. 
But  wonder  how  the  devil  they  got  there. 
It  is  a  wonder  how  they  got  there,  and  it  is 
a  remarkable  thing  that  neither  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  nor  the  Premier  took  it  upon 
himself  to  deny  the  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North.  However,  I  trust  that  the  virtuous 
indignation  assumed  by  the  Premier  with 
regard  to  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  is  an 
earnest  of  better  things  to  come,  and  that  we 
shall  not  have  a  repetition  on  his  part  during 
the  ensuing  session  of  the  conduct  that  we 
had  during  the  sessions  of  1882,  1888,  and 
1884,  and  that  he  really  means  to  endea- 
vour to  conduct  himself  in  a  manner  con- 
sonant with  the  dignity  of  this  House,  and  to 
set  an  example  to  the  other  members  of  it. 
It  has  been  stated  by  one  or  two  gentlemen 
who  rose  to  speak  on  the  Government  side — and 
they  have  stated  it  emphatically — that  the 
country  has  pronounced  only  on  the  question 
of  retrenchment.  I  beg  emphatically  to  deny 
that.  The  country  has  emphatically  declared 
itself  in  favour  of  protection  and  retrench- 
ment.   In  point  of  fact,  the  word  **  retrench- 
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ment "  need  not  have  been  used,  for  eveiy  one 
must  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  re- 
trenchment must  be  carried  out.  In  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  Secretaries,  1  fail  to  see  the 
necessity  of  the  ^linisters,  except  the  Premier, 
having  secretaries  at  all.  If  the  honourable 
gentlemen  were  earnest  in  their  professions  of 
retrenchment,  at  any  rate  in  this  matter  they 
should  have  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns  and 
refused  to  reappoint  these  gentlemen.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  longer,  because  I  think  it 
is  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  the  Ad- 
dress on  the  present  occasion.  I  felt  bound, 
however,  to  rise  and  protest  against  what  I 
conceived  to  be  a  useless  waste  of  time,  and 
also  to  emphatically  protest  against  the  idea 
which  tho  Government  evidently  wish  to  en- 
gender, that  the  country  has  said  nothing  in 
favour  of  the  great  system  of  Protection  — 
a  system  which,  if  put  into  practice,  will  do 
more  to  remedy  the  existing  distress  than  any 
measure  of  retrenchment,  no  matter  how  dras- 
tic it  may  be,  that  this  House  can  carry. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.  —  Before  the  amend- 
ment is  put  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  in  case 
there  should  be  a  division  taken  upon  it.  I 
am  in  a  position  which  frequently  occurs  under 
this  system  of  party  government,  that  I  can- 
not give  expression  to  my  own  convictions.  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  this  is  simply  a 
party  move. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— That  is  my  impres- 
sion, and  on  that  impression  I  shall  act.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  party  move  to  serve  the  interests  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  and  his  party.  I  am  thoroughly 
with  the  mover  of  the  amendment  in  what  he 
has  proposed,  and  am  prepared  to  go  far  beyond 
it.  I  think  the  House  should  be  first  reduced 
to  seventy,  and  that  ^Ministers  should  be  next 
reduced  to  five.  I  think  the  salaries  of  Minis- 
ters should  be  reduced  50  per  cent.  I  am 
therefore  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  motion  : 
still  under  the  circumstances  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  I  should  be  in  a  false  position  unless  I  gave 
some  little  explanation.  If  the  question  should 
go  to  a  division  I  shall  be  compelled  to  walk 
into  the  lobby  against  it,  although  I  am  not  a 
supporter  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont.  Acting  as  I  do,  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion—though I  am  not  authorised  to  say  so — 
that  I  am  acting  with  the  rest  of  my  col- 
leagues from  Southland. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  say  that  I  was 
unaware  of  the  intention  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  move  this  amendment,  and  I 
shall  not  support  it,  for  this  reason  :  that  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  attack  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  an  indirect  character.  The  Go- 
vernment has  been  brought  down  with  seven 
members  appointed.  If  we  carry  a  resolution 
of  this  kind  it  is  like  saying  that  two  members 
of  the  Government  must  be  removed,  and  that 
would  probably  be  accepted  by  the  head  of  the 
Government  as  an  excuse  for  reconstituting  the 
Government  or  declining  to  proceed.  We  should 
then  be  no  nearer  the  question  of  what  is  the 
real  policy  of  the  present  Government.  I  think 
Mr,  Fish 


also  that  it  is  hardly  a  suitable  plskce  for  this 
proposal  to  come  in.  I  am  rather  surprised 
that  such  an  addition  should  be  allowed  to  be 
made.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  might  traverse 
the  whole  of  the  items  of  the  estimates,  and 
put  them  on  as  an  addition  to  the  Governor's 
Speech.  There  is  no  reference  in  the  Address  to 
the  number  of  Ministers,  or  to  a  specific  item 
of  retrenchment.  I  will  merely  add  that,  whilst 
I  will  not  vote  for  tho  amendment,  I  shall  hold 
myself  at  liberty  to  take  this  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, or  any  other  view  upon  this  particulax 
question,  at  a  future  time  when  it  conaes 
before  the  House. 

Major  STEWAKD.— It  is  not  my  intention 
to  say  anything  with  regard  to  the  main  ques- 
tion of  the  Address  in  Reply  *,  but  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  tho  honourable  member  for 
Waihemo — which  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  he 
intends  to  push  to  a  division — necessitates  that 
I  should  say  a  few  words  as  to  why  I  feel  myself 
compelled  to  vote  against  him.  I  may  undeceive 
tho  honourable  member  for  Wallace  as  to  any 
impression  that  this  was  a  party  move,  inas- 
much as  he  may  take  my  assurance — and  I 
think  I  know  tolerably  well  what  is  going  on  on 
this  side  of  the  House — that,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  not  one  single  member  was  aware  till 
the  honourable  gentleman  rose  that  he  intended 
to  move  this  amendment.  Addressing  my  con- 
stituents recently,  I  expressed  an  opinion  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  do  with  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  Ministers  ;  but  it  has  never  been  in  my 
contemplation  tliat  it  would  be  possible  to 
reduce  the  number  of  paid  Ministers  by  more 
than  one.  I  think  that  might  possibly  be  done 
without  any  sacrifice  of  efficiency,  and,  if  occa- 
sion were,  I  think  I  could  show  how  it  might 
be  done ;  but  I  certainly  do  not  think  it 
possible  for  all  the  departments  to  be  pro- 
perly managed  if  tho  number  of  Ministers 
were  reduced  so  greatly  as  is  now  proposed.  If 
there  should  be  an  occasion  to  test  this 
question,  I  should  be  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
reduction,  but  not  so  large  a  reduction  as  is 
now  suggested.  Even  had  tho  honourable 
gentleman  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  to 
six,  and  though  I  might  then  have  been  able 
to  agree  with  him,  I  still  should  have  been 
obliged  to  vote  against  him  to-night,  because 
I  conceive  this  to  be  an  inappropriate  occasion 
to  bring  the  matter  forward.  There  is  a  gene- 
ral consensus  of  opinion  in  this  House,  totally 
irrespective  of  party,  that  Ministers  should  have 
a  fair  opportunity  of  bringing  down  and  stating 
to  the  House  what  proposals  they  are  able  to 
make  with  a  view  to  give  effect  to  the  general 
desire  of  the  country  for  retrenchment ;  and  it 
would  be  the  greatest  possible  mistake,  even 
from  a  party  point  oi  view,  that  any  attempt 
should  bo  made  to  carry  any  hostile  motion,  or 
any  motion  that  would  inconvenience  Ministers 
before  their  policy  was  brought  down.  I  wonder 
that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Waihemo,  as  an  old  parliamentarian,  that 
the  motion  he  now  proposes  is  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  want 
of  confidence  in  two  Ministers  out  of  seven, 
with  the  choice  to  Ministers  to  pick  out  which 
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of  those  two  it  may.  I  cannot  go  with  the 
honourable  genfelem&n  on  the  present  ocoasion, 
but,  if  on  opportunity  should  occur  further  on  in 
the  session  of  making  a  reasonable  reduction, 
I  shall  go  with  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
remarks  this  evening,  but,  the  honourable 
member  for  Waihemo  having  proposed  this 
amendment,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
state  my  position.  I  ani  in  a  similar  predica- 
ment to  that  in  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimate  finds  himself.  A  number  of 
members  of  this  House  have  tacitly  agreed  to 
allow  the  Qovemment  to  propound  their  policy. 
Therefore  we  should  wut  until  that  policy  is 
brought  down,  and  not  attempt  to  force  the 
Government's  hand  in  any  way.  So  far  as  the 
amendment  is  concerned,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  vote  against  it. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  desire  to  e3cplain  that  I 
shoold  vote  against  the  amendment  for  the 
reasons  indicated  by  the  last  speaker,  but  I  in- 
advisedly agreed  to  pair  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chakners.  The  result  is  that, 
nolens  volens,  I  shall  be  compelled,  if  the 
amendment  is  pressed  to  a  division,  to  record 
my  vote  by  way  of  pair. 

Major  ATKINSON. —  You  can  vote  on  the 
same  side. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— In  that  case  I  shall  do 
ao,  bat  merely  for  this  resison :  I  consider  the 
Government  is  entitled  to  the  cordial  support 
of  this  side  of  the  House  until  it  has  had  a 
reasonable  time  to  bring  down  its  policy.  As  I 
am  speaking,  I  may  briefly  refer  to  one  and 
only  one  point  in  the  Speech  with  which  I  do 
most  cordially  agree,  and  that  is  the  clause 
with  reference  to  retrenchment.  Ministers  with 
great  persistency  to-night  have  assured  us  that 
the  sole  question  before  the  country  was  re- 
trenchment. I  regajrd  such  assurances  as  an 
insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  House.  It 
is  perfectly  evident  to  every  gentleman  here 
who  had  to  contest  an  election  that  retrench- 
ment was  a  matter  of  no  party  at  all:  re- 
trenchment was  a  matter  agreed  upon  by  every 
cajididate.  There  was  one  issue  distinctly 
raised  on  almost  every  hustings,  and  that 
issue  was  "  Protection,"  and  I  think  it  a  scan- 
dal that  those  in  possession  of  the  Treasury 
benches  should  formulate  a  Speech  of  this 
sort,  where  the  word  "  protection "  and  the 
words  "local  industries"  are  conspicuous  by 
their  absence.  I  say  that  a  Government  that 
does  that  shall  not  have  my  support  so  long 
•B  I  am  in  this  House.  Let  me  refer  to 
tiie  ounningly-devised  disingenuousness  of  the 
way  in  which  they  have  framed  the  clause 
in  question.  The  words  are  these :  *'  My 
Ministers  recognise  that  alterations  in  the 
tariff  are  required  to  remove  the  anomalies 
which  have  been  brought  into  existence  by  the 
altered  condition  of  things ;"  and  then  they  go 
on  to  indicate  that  during  the  recess  they  will 
consider  this  matter.  I  say  that  is  cunningly 
disingenuous.  The  gentleman  who  seconded 
the  Address  in  Keply  took  it  as  an  intimation 
that  the  tariff  was  to  be  revised  on  a  free- trade 
heais.    We  have  reason  to  infer  that  the  gentle- 
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man  who  seconds  the  Address  in  Keply  is,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  accord  with  the  Ministers ; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  is  an  out-and- 
out  Free-trader.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  took  it 
as  an  intimation  that  the  tariff  was  to  be 
revised  on  a  protection  basis.  I  say  that,  in  my 
judgment  at  all  events,  Ministers  have  no  right 
to  so  frame  their  words  as  to  allow  members  to 
differ  so  much  as  to  their  meaning  as  that.  I 
am  certain  of  this :  that,  if  we  have  not  pro- 
tection co-ordinate  with  retrenchment,  re- 
trenchment will  work  evil  instead  of  good.  I 
say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  and  the  Ministry 
to  bring  down  an  amended  tariff,  and  on  dis- 
tinctly protective  lines,  at  the  earliest  moment. 
If  they  do  not  do  that  I  venture  to  say  they 
are  in  a  fools'  paradise,  from  which  the  short 
sharp  swords  of  adverse  motions  will  speedily 
drive  them. 

Colonel  FRASER.— I  thoroughly  agree  with 
the  direction  in  which  the  amendment  moved 
goes ;  but  I  think  the  time  for  moving  such 
an  amendment  is  inopportune.  Every  facility 
should  be  given  to  the  Government  to  bring 
down  their  financial  proposals.  I  should  be 
inclined  to  vote  for  the  amendment  at  another 
time,  but  not  now,  as  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty 
at  the  present  time  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FELDWICK.  — I  also  vrish  to  explain 
the  vote  I  shall  give  on  this  occasion.  Although 
pledged  to  my  constituents  to  vote  for  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  Ministers,  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  Government.  I  consider  that  the 
pohcy  of  the  late  Government  should  be  further 
reviewed  by  another  Government,  and,  with  the 
object  of  enabling  that  to  be  done,  I  have  given 
a  pledge  to  abstain  from  doing  anything  that 
would  prevent  that  result  from  being  brought 
about.  Consequently,  although,  as  I  have  said, 
pledged  to  vote  for  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  the  Ministry,  I  intend  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — As  the  amendment  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote 
for  it.  I  believe  the  present  time  is  opportune 
to  effect  the  proposed  reduction,  although  I  can 
see  at  once  that  the  amendment  will  not  be 
carried.  Nevertheless  I  advocate  retrenchment 
in  every  direction.  It  is  well  known  that  dur- 
ing the  last  Parliament  I  voted  for  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  members  on  every  occasion 
on  which  the  question  was  brought  forward. 
When  there  were  only  seventeen  members  on 
one  side  I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
reduction.  I  think  any  Government  coEsisting 
of  five  members  could  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  colony.  Looking  at  the  number  of  port- 
folios held  by  one  member  of  the  Ministry  and 
those  held  by  the  other  members,  this  proposi- 
tion appears  to  me  a  reasonable  one.  The 
portfolios  ought  to  be  so  arranged  that  too 
much  work  should  not  be  thrown  on  one  man. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment,  in  the  belief 
that  the  proposed  reduction  is  a  reasonable 
one. 

"Mx.  JONES. — ^I  hope  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Waihemo  will  see  his  way  to 
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withdraw  the  amendment  he  has  moved,  be- 
cause, although  I  agree  with  him  in  his  views, 
and  during  my  election  canvass  I  affirmed  very 
strongly  that  the  number  of  Ministers  should 
bo  reduced,  I  feel  that  the  present  is  not  the 
time  when  such  an  alteration  could  be  ad- 
vocated. On  a  future  occasion,  when  the 
proposition  comes  before  us,  I  shall  give  it 
my  very  hearty  support.  I  also  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  that  I  thoroughly  agree 
with  those  honourable  members  who  have  ex- 
pressed very  great  dissatisfaction  at  the  absence 
from  the  Address  of  an  expression  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  their  determination  to  at 
once  revise  the  tariff.  I  quite  agree  that,  if 
we  are  to  carry  out  a  system  of  retrenchment 
without  at  the  same  time  revising  the  tariff,  we 
shall  be  inflicting  a  severe  hardship  on  the 
country.  Further,  I  very  much  regret  that 
the  Gbvemment  should  have  decided  to  close 
Parliament  during  the  next  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  I  consider  that  there  are  Bills  of  great 
importance  affecting  different  localities  which 
could  be  dealt  with  during  that  period,  and 
which  might  not  otherwise  have  a  chance  of 
passing  this  session.  I  hope  the  Premier  will 
reconsider  the  matter,  and  yet  grant  the  con- 
cession. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
honourable  the  mover  of  the  amendment  that 
he  would  do  very  well  if  he  withdrew  it.  I 
would  assure  him  that  he  is  doing  an  injury 
to  those  who  for  some  time  past  have  been 
working  with  him.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
matter  as  it  stands  now  is  tantamount  to  a 
no-confidence  motion,  and  it  is  evident  that 
those  who  support  the  Government  while  they 
support  this  amendment  must  go  with  the 
Government,  and  those  holding  the  same  views 
as  myself  must  also  vote  with  the  Government, 
thereby  swelling  their  majority.  If  I  voted  for 
this  amendment  I  should  be  voting  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Mines  Department,  thereby 
doing  an  injury  to  an  industry  which  I  con- 
sider of  paramount  importance  to  the  interests 
of  New  Zealand.  I  hold  that,  owing  to  the 
natural  configuration  of  the  colony  and  to  there 
being  four  large  provincial  districts,  also  to  the 
scattered  nature  of  the  population,  not  less 
than  the  present  number  of  Ministers  could  do 
justice  to  the  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  cry  heard  at  present  is  that  there  is  no 
representation  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Canter- 
bury, Nelson,  Westland,  and  Marlborough 
Districts.  The  honourable  the  mover  of  the 
amendment  is  no  doubt  himself  satisfied  with 
the  representation  of  his  district,  which  has 
three  representatives  on  the  Cabinet.  I  must 
vote  with  the  Government  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause I  object  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
Ministers.  If  my  honourable  friend  will. allow 
his  memory  to  carry  him  back,  he  will  see  that 
he  was  the  whip  of  the  party  which  proposed 
to  increase  the  number  of  Ministers.  Election 
pledges  are  all  very  well  in  their  way,  but,  if 
carrying  them  out  means  infiicting  an  injury 
on  the  country,  they  ought  not  to  be  carried 
out.  If  the  honourable  member  withdraws  his 
amendment  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
Mr,  Jones 


moving  it  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  KERR.— -I  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  voting  against  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honoursbble  member  for  Waihemo.  I  am  with 
no  party  at  all  at  the  present  time,  therefore  I 
can  very  well  do  this ;  but  I  tell  the  honour- 
able member  he  is  doing  wrong  to  his  party  by 
moving  this  amendment,  as  he  is  forcing  many 
of  those  who  have  been  working  with  him  into 
the  same  lobby  as  the  Government.  I  was 
under  the  impression  when  we  left  the  Honse 
last  session  that  we  were  to  go  to  the  country 
more  upon  the  tariff  question  than  on  any  other. 
Retrenchment  was  certainly  talked  of  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  but  the  tariff  was  the  ques- 
tion of  most  importance.  Therefore  I  consider 
that  we  should  not  leave  the  House  this  year 
without  dealing  with  the  tariff,  and  the  House 
should  insist  that  this  question  should  be  dealt 
with  this  year.  If  the  honourable  the  mover 
of  the  amendment  will  not  withdraw  it  he  most 
take  the  consequences  of  seeing  his  friends 
going  into  the  Government  lobby.  All  the 
party  ties  in  the  world  would  not  make  me  vote 
for  that  amendment.  The  Government  have  a 
right  to  bring  their  policy  before  the  country, 
and  if  they  bring  down  a  good  one  I  shall  follow 
it ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  But  I  hope 
the  tariff  will  be  dealt  with  before  we  paft. 
That  was  the  question  on  which  I  was  returned 
to  this  Parliament,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  question  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — ^I  had  not  intended  to  speak 
to-night,  but  I  cannot  possibly  give  a  silent  vote 
now  that  this  amendment  has  been  proposed. 
It  will  bo  known  to  those  who  have  heard  me 
speak  before  that  I  am  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  Ministers ;  but,  as  I  under- 
stand that  this  will  be  taken  as  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vrait  for 
another  opportunity  of  discussing  the  question, 
and  shall  now  vote  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Like  the  last  speaker, 
I  had  not  intended  to  address  the  House  this 
evening,  but,  since  this  amendment  has  been 
moved,  I  feel  bouifid  to  make  a  personal  expla- 
nation. No  doubt  it  is  an  attempt  to  interlexe 
with  the  liberty  of  the  present  Government, 
and,  as  I  intend  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  down  their  policy,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment,  although  personally  I  am  in 
favour  of  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Minis- 
ters. As  I  have  risen,  I  may  say  that  a  great 
many  of  the  items  shadowed  forth  in  the  Speech 
meet  with  my  approval.  I  consider  that  the 
statement  that  the  railways  are  managed  un- 
satisfactorily meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
country.  When  we  know  that  goods  can  be 
carried  for  long  distances  into  the  interior  along 
roads  running  parallel  to  railways  at  less  cost 
than  they  will  be  taken  at  by  the  railways,  it 
follows  necessarily  that  the  railways  are  badly 
managed.  In  the  district  from  which  I  come 
people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  conveying 
wool  from  the  stations  to  the  coast  by  wagons, 
and  goods  can  be  brought  back  to  the  stores  by 
those  wagons  at  less  coat  than  the  railway  takes 
them  at.    I  also  approve  of  that  paragraph  in 
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the  Speech  which  shadows  forth  the  purpose  of 
extending  relief  to  a  number  of  settlers  on  land 
acquired  from  the  Gk)vemment.  Through  the 
iniquitous  system  of  competition,  settlers  have 
been  led  to  pay  far  more  for  their  land  than 
they  can  recoup  to  themselves  by  the  produce 
they  raise.  I  have  known  many  farmers  who 
have  strained  every  nerve  to  make  something 
out  of  their  land,  but  without  success,  and  they 
have  been  obliged  to  abandon  it.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  step  in  the  right  direction  to  give  them 
some  relief.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honour- 
able the  mover  of  the  Address  when  he  says 
that  the  railways  should  be  made  payable. 
They  cannot  be  made  payable,  because,  if  an 
attempt  is  made  to  make  them  pay  the  inter- 
est on  the  money  they  have  cost  the  colony 
—  some  £14,000,000  —  it  will  be  necessary  to 
raise  some  £600,000  a  year  from  them,  whereas 
we  are  now  only  realising  about  £313,000.  It 
would  follow,  therefore,  that  in  order  to  make 
them  furnish  sufficient  net  revenue  to  pay  the 
interest  the  rates  would  have  to  be  doubled, 
and  that  would  do  away  with  any  advantage 
to  be  gained  from  them.  I  intend,  as  I  have 
said,  to  wait  and  see  what  the  policy  of  the 
Government  really  is,  and,  as  the  Financial 
Statement  will  disclose  that,  I  shall  maintain 
a  neutral  position  until  it  comes  down.  I 
must  also  express  my  astonishment  at  the  per- 
sonal animus  which  has  been  displayed  from 
one  side  to  the  other ;  and,  as  a  young  mem- 
ber, I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  was  astounded 
at  some  displays  of  it.  I  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Kcunara,  who  struck  at  the  Premier  in  a 
manner  which  I  consider  degrading  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House.  Possibly  I  may  learn 
better,  and,  from  contact  with  members  who 
so  act,  may  myself  degenerate  and  follow  a 
like  course.  The  reference  which  that  honour- 
able member  made  to  retrenchment,  and  to  its 
interfering  with  the  unemployed  receiviug  4s.  6d. 
a  day,  seemed  to  me  altogether  out  of  place  ; 
for  if  the  Government  succeed  in  retrenching 
unnecessary  services  they  will  bo  in  a  position 
to  pay  higher  wages  to  the  unemployed.  The 
honourable  member  also  says  that  by  increas- 
ing the  school-age  to  seven  they  will  be  driving 
a  number  of  children  into  the  streets.  Now,  I 
understand  that  our  State  schools  were  esta- 
blished to  give  education  to  children,  and  not  to 
form  nurseries ;  I  therefore  consider  that  in  the 
large  centres  the  minimum  age  should  bo  seven  : 

,  but  in  country  districts,  where  the  population 
is  sparse,  raising  the  ago  would  have  the  effect 
of  closing  the  schools.  What  I  therefore  wish 
to  see  is  that  Government  should  bring  down 
a  statement  in  which  they  will  indicate  that 
it  is  possible  to  bring  about  a  balance  in  this 
respect.  I  also  hope  that  their  policy  will 
be  such  that  in  no  case  will  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  ordinary  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  country  exceed  the  revenue ; 
and,  if  they  cannot  retrench  to  that  extent, 
I  trust  they  will  face  the  difficulty  boldly,  and 
put  on  taxation  to  meet  the  deficiency.  Let 
us  not,  under  any  circumstances,  go  on  year 
by  year  increasing  our  deficiency,  and  doing  as 


the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin  South 
proposed.  He  tiiought  the  time  demanded 
by  the  Government  would  cause  unnecessary 
delay;  but  I  intend  to  support  their  demand, 
and  give  them  every  opportunity  of  preparing 
their  policy,  so  that  hereafter  they  may  have  no 
reason  to  turn  round  and  tell  us  that  we  hurried 
them.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Central  says  that  the  main  issue  at  the  recent 
election  really  was  Protection.  I  maintain  it 
was  nothing  of  the  sort.  That  cry  was  only 
raised  in  the  large  centres,  where  the  candi- 
dates had  to  toady  to  the  popular  clamour  of 
the  multitude.  It  was  only  a  clamour  created 
by  the  multitude,  and  not  a  cry  of  intelligence. 
It  was  only  in  the  centres  that  the  question  of 
Protection  and  Free-trade  was  so  much  dis- 
cussed. In  the  country  districts  Free-trade  is 
the  universal  |jolicy,  because  the  people  there 
know  that  Protection  means  an  increased  cost 
of  production,  and  that  it  will  not  be  met  by 
any  corresponding  advantage  by  increasing  the 
value  of  country  products  in  the  large  centres. 
I  had  not  intended  to  speak  this  evening,  but  I 
have  felt  constrained  to  say  so  much  on  account 
of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waihemo;  because,  although  I 
agree  with  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Ministry,  I  shall  in  no  way 
interfere  with  the  policy  of  the  Government 
until  they  bring  it  down. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— If  the  Premier  will 
give  me  a  pledge  to  allow  my  motion  to  come 
up  on  some  future  occasion  I  will  withdraw  it 
now,  but  if  not  I  shall  have  to  press  it  to  a 
division. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  very  sorry  I  can 
give  no  such  pledge.  It  is  absolutely  out  of 
the  question.  I  think  honourable  members 
generally  have  taken  the  view  which  was  very 
reasonably  put  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham,  that  this  is  an  attempt  to  antici- 
pate the  Government  proposals ;  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  have  them  anticipated.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  choose 
to  press  the  matter  they  must  take  the  conse- 
quences. I  will  accept  no  such  proposition,  or 
enter  into  any  bargain  with  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  of  the  amendment  be  added." 

Ayes,  7. 


Duncan 

Kelly 
Taiwhanga. 

Tellers. 

Hutchison 
Joyce 

McKenzie,  J. 
Taylor. 

Noes,  57. 

Allen 

Fitchett 

Mackenzie,  M 

Anderson 

Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Atkinson 

Goldie 

Marchant 

Ballance 

Graham 

McGregor 

Bruce 

Hall 

Mitchelson 

Buchanan 

Hamlin 

Moat 

Buxton 

Hislop 

Monk 

Cowan 

Hodgkinson 

Moss 

Dodson 

Izard 

Newman 

Feldwick 

Jackson 

O'Callaghan 

Fergus 

Lawry 

O'Conor 

Fisher 

Macarthur 

Ormond 
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Peacock  Stewart,  W.  D.  Ward 

Pearson  S.-Menteath      Whyte 

Bhodes  Tanner  Wilson 

Bichardson,  E.  Thompson,  B.   Withy. 
Bichardson,  G.  Thompson,  T.  Tellers, 

Boss  Valentine  Barron 

Seymour  Yogel  Seddon. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Majority  against,  50. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  had  no  intention  of 
speaking  on  this  subject,  and  should  not  have 
risen  to  do  so  but  for  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha,  who  said  that 
in  towns  the  people  might  be  Protectionists, 
but  in  the  country  they  Imew  bettor,  and  that 
the  cry  for  protection  was  merely  an  empty 
cry.  My  experience  has  been  very  different. 
I  know  that  the  Motueka  people  elected  a 
Protectionist,  and  that  the  Waimea  people 
were  largely  in  favour  of  protection,  and  that 
elsewhere  the  people  were  in  favour  of  pro- 
tection. My  honourable  friend  says  they  know 
better;  but  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  if 
the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  people  had 
been  taken  he  would  not  be  here,  as  he 
was  opposed  by  two  supporters  of  the  late 
Grovemment,  and  was  elected  by  a  small  mi- 
nority of  the  district.  The  election  returns 
will  show  this  to  be  correct.  I  may  say  the 
same  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea, 
who  was  two  ahead  of  the  next  candidate,  and 
something  like  twenty  above  the  one  who  fol- 
lowed. Both  those  gentlemen  were  in  favour 
of  the  Stout-Vogel  Government  and  of  protec- 
tion, so  that  he  was  elected  by  a  minority ;  and, 
if  he  is  a  Free-trader,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
people  were  Free-traders :  their  votes  distinctly 
show  that  they  were  Protectionists.  The 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  says  he  is  very 
much  satisfied  with  the  proposals  shadowed 
forth  in  the  Speech.  I  can  only  say  that 
there  is  only  one  proposal,  and  that  is,  that 
the  tarifi  shall  not  be  interfered  with.  We  are 
told  that  the  tarifi  was  not  really  a  test  ques- 
tion of  the  recent  election,  but  that  the  question 
was  retrenchment.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  read  the  speeches  made  by  members 
of  the  late  Government  he  will  see  that  they 
told  the  House  and  the  country  distinctly  that 
retrenchment  was  necessary,  and  that  they 
had  retrenched  as  much  as  it  was  possible  to 
retrench  within  the  short  time  at  their  dis- 
posal. They  told  us  also  that  they  saw  their 
way  to  making  still  further  reductions,  and 
that  they  would  save  on  the  next  estimates 
£100,000.  And  we  have  been  told  by  those 
opposed  to  them  that,  as  within  a  week  they 
had  seen  their  way  to  make  £100,000  reduc- 
tion, therefore  they  had  not  done  their  duty  to 
the  country  in  framing  the  estimates,  as  they 
had  done  so  without  having  embodied  this  re- 
trenchment in  it :  in  fact,  we  were  told  it  was 
merely  a  piece  of  humbug  to  say  that  within 
a  week  they  had  discovered  a  way  of  saving 
£100,000.  I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  or  just  to 
those  who  have  occupied  the  Treasury  baches 
to  say  anything  of  the  kind.  If  you  read  the 
financial  Statement  brought  down  by  them 


you  will  see  they  stated  distinctly  that  thej 
were  amalgamating  the  various  departments, 
by  which  means  they  would  efEect  still  further 
retrenchment.  I  should  not  have  spoken,  but 
I  wanted  to  express  my  opinion  that  no  pro- 
posals will  be  satisfactory  to  me  which  do  not 
embrace  a  protective  tariff.  I  think  the  coun- 
try has  demanded  it,  and  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  the  demand  should  be  complied 
with.  We  are  to  have  retrenchment,  and  are 
led  to  believe  that  the  progress  of  public  works 
will  be  suspended ;  and,  if  that  is  so,  we  must 
have  something  in  the  place  of  them,  and  it 
can  only  be  provided  by  means  of  Protection. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GBAHAM,  Mr. 
Graham,  Mr.  McGregor,  and  the  members  of 
the  Gk)vemment  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  prepare  an  Address  in  Beply. 

The  Committee  retired  to  prepare  an  Address, 
and  on  their  return  it  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE.— This  is  now  the  time  to 
set  up  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and 
Means. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  propose,  with 
the  approval  of  the  House,  to  take  the  Bills 
through  all  their  stages  to-night,  and  then  we 
need  not  meet  to-morrow  at  all. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL. — ^No  new  business  can  be 
taken  after  half -past  twelve.  There  are  a 
number  of  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  that 
honourable  members  would  like  to  get  answered 
to-morrow.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  meet  on  Friday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — New  business,  the  intro- 
duction of  Bills,  could  not  now  be  taken  without 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL.— If  there  are  any  stages  of 
supply  that  could  not  be  gone  through  to-mor- 
row, and  the  honourable  gentleman  merely 
wishes  to  lead  up  to  them,  there  would  be  no 
objection. 

Major  ATKINSON.— My  object  is  to  get  the 
Financial  Statement  down,  and,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  see  his  way  to  facilitate 
that,  I  cannot  help  it.  He  agrees  with  this 
entirely, — this  is  a  mere  matter  of  form, — and 
if  he  does  not  agree  to  this  proceeding  I  mast 
tell  him  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the 
Financial  Statement  down  on  the  Friday;  it 
must  be  Tuesday.  I  am  going  to  do  my  best ; 
but  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  House.  I  am 
happy  to  submit;  only  I  understood  that 
honourable  members  were  anxious  to  save  the 
time  of  the  country.  I  put  myself  fully  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL.— I  think  it  right  to  say  that 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  anxious 
to  give  the  honourable  member  every  reason- 
able facility,  and  he  has  asked  for  an  adjourn- 
ment of  a  fortnight  from  Friday.  A  number  of 
honourable  members  have  placed  questions  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  there  are  Conunittees  to 
be  moved,  and  so  on.  If  we  do  not  meet  to- 
day, or  to-morrow,  whichever  honourable  mem- 
bers may  call  it,  that  business  will  stand  over ; 
and,  besides,  it  is  rather  an  extreme  measure 
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to  cany  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  of  £150,000 
and  aathorise  Treasury  bills  of  £50,000  at  this 
hoar  of  the  night,  in  yiolation  of  Standing 
Orders  not  to  take  any  new  business.  I  there- 
fore think  it  would  be  best  to  take  the  ordinary 
course. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  aware  that  a  number 
of  members  wish  to  speak  on  the  question  of 
adjournment,  and,  as  the  Premier  himself  said 
he  would  move  the  motion  on  Friday,  I  say 
it  would  be  wrong  to  finish  the  business  and 
to  move  the  adjoununent  to-night.  For  that 
reason  I  object  to  doing  any  business. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  whether 
that  is  the  feeling  of  Uie  House.  I  am  disposed 
to  move  the  other  way.  I  do  not  want  the 
responsibility  of  any  delay  to  be  thrown  upon 
us.  I  am  anxious  to  go  on  with  the  business 
of  the  country,  and  I  want  that  understood. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — As  there  is  an  objection  to 
taking  new  business,  and  it  is  after  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  I  cannot  allow  new  business  to 
betaken. 

Major  ATKINSON. —  I  am  satisfied  with 
that  ruling,  Sir.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  move  to 
set  up  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

On  the  question.  That  His  Excellency's  mes- 
sage be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  J.  VOQEL  said,— I  understand  that,  this 
being  new  business,  it  cannot  be  taken  after 
half-past  twelve. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — Not  the  Bills.  But  we 
can  set  up  the  Committee  of  Supply.  To  go 
on  with  the  Bills  requires  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  message  referred  to 
to  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means ;  and  resolution  ordered  to  be 
reported  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  House. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  transmitting  the  draft  of  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Public  Revenues  Act,  and  recom- 
mending the  House  to  make  provision  accord- 
ingly. 

Message  referred  to  Committees  of  Supply 
and  Ways  and  Means ;  and  resolution  ordered 
to  be  reported  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  House. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMIMITTEES. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  on  the  House  resolving  itself 
into  Committee  of  Supply,  said, — Before  taking 
the  chair  I  beg  to  thank  honourable  members 
for  the  honour  they  have  conferred  on  me  in 
electing  me  as  Chairman  of  Committees.  It 
will  be  my  duty  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
this  onerous  position  with  impartiality,  and  I 
trust  that  I  shall  discharge  them  to  your  entire 
latisfaction. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  14th  October,  1887, 


Honorariam— Address  in  Bepl^— House  Committee 
—Select  Committees. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeasbb  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  p.m. 

Pbayebs. 

HONORARIUM. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon- 
the  Attorney-General,  If  the  Government  will 
lay  on  liie  table  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  was 
yesterday  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  namely,  "  Return  of  Deduc- 
tions from  Members*  Honorarium  during  Ses- 
sion L,  1887"? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  he  would 
be  happy  to  comply  with  the  request. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  it  would  ill 
become  me,  in  moving  this  motion,  were  I  to 
fail  to  follow  the  example  set  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  the  brevity  of  his  Speech. 
My  words,  therefore,  will  be  very  few.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  address 
many  arguments  to  the  Council  to  induce 
honourable  members  to  adopt  the  motion 
which  I  now  make.  It  must  be  confessed  that 
the  colony  is  at  present  in  circumstances  of 
the  utmost  difficulty,  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  Speech  addressed  to  us  by  His  Excel- 
lency only  contains  in  two  paragraphs  any 
expression  of  gratification  of  any  kmd,  and 
these  expressions  refer  not  to  our  domestic  con- 
cerns, but  to  matters  of  Imperial  interest.  The 
grave  circumstances  in  which  we  stand  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Speech  in  these  terms:  **In 
its  results  the  general  election  just  concluded 
points  to  a  firm  resolve  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  to  insure  effective  and 
substantial  retrenchment  in  the  cost  of  the 
public  service."  Now,  there  is  contained  in 
that  sentence  a  recognition  of  the  difficulties 
in  which  we  stand ;  but  there  is  also  room  for 
satisfaction  on  our  part  in  the  statement  by 
His  Excellency  of  this  result  being  the  out- 
come of  the  general  elections — namely,  that  the 
people  have  been  awakened  to  a  due  sense  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  retrenching,  and  bring- 
ing the  expenditure  of  the  colony  into  proper 
proportion  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  profits 
made  by  colonists  on  the  produce  of  their 
labour.  No  doubt  Ministers  undertske  a  duty 
of  an  arduous  character,  a  duty  the  success- 
ful performance  of  which  will  entitle  them  to 
our  warmest  thanks,  and  to  the  thanks  of  the 
colony.  I  know  something  of  the  painful  duty 
they  have  undertaken  in  retrenching  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  and  I  know  that,  painful  as 
this  duty  is  to  Ministers  themselves,  it  is  ac- 
companied by  almost  heartrending  misery  to 
some  of  those  who  have  been  employed  in 
the  public  service  of  the  colony.  Still,  we 
all  acknowledge  that  this  duty  must  be  faced, 
and  that  it  must  be  accomplished.    Our  sol- 
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Tency  and  our  security  depend  on  its  being 
done.    I  do  not  despair  of  its  being  successfully 
grappled  with,  for  I   think   that  if  we  were 
called  upon  to  devise  a  scheme  of  government 
for  a  small  conmiunity  of  six  hundred  thousand 
people  settling  in  a  country  such  as  this  we 
should  be  able  to  devise  something  far  more 
simple  and  far  less  costly  than   the  system 
which  has  gradually  grown  up  amongst  us. 
The  task  which  is  set  to  Ministers  and  which 
they  have  undertaken  is  something  like  the 
solution  of  such  a  problem  as  that.     They 
will  have  to  question  every  item  of  expenditure, 
demand  its  raison  d'etre ^  and  if  it  fail  in  justi- 
fying its  existence  it  must  cease.     The  land 
policy  pointed  to  by  His  Excellency  may  give 
us  some  comfort,  and  I  look  confidently  for  the 
beginning  of  a  better  day  in  land-administra- 
tion.   For  what  is  the  use  for  us  to  be  always 
echoing  the  parrot-cry  of  the  fertility  of  our 
soil,  and  the  extensive  advantages  we  enjoy 
above  other  colonies,  if  our  system  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  people  on  the  land  is  such  as 
rather  to  repel  people  than  to  compete  with  our 
neighbouring  rivals  ?    I  think  we  have,  instead 
of  performing  what  I  will  call  almost  the  first 
duty  of  the  Government  of  a  colony,  namely 
colonising,  been  engaged  of  late  years  in  pay- 
ing almost  exclusive  attention  to  one  mode  of 
settlement  to  the  exclusion  of  others ;  and  that 
mode  which  has  been   the  favoured   one   is 
one  which  was  adopted  and  placed  by  us  on 
the  Statute  Book  more  as  an  experiment  than 
with  the  intention  that  it  should  supersede 
otiier  methods.    I  think  it  ought  to  be  open  to 
any  colonist,  or  to  any  person  who  desires  to 
become  a  settler  amongst  us,  to  go  to  the  Land 
Office  and  say  to  the  officer  in  charge,  "  I  want 
this  block  of  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  one 
hundred,  or   five   hundred   acres  of  land;   I 
want    it    on   freehold,   leasehold,    immediate 
payment,  or  deferred  payment,"  as  the  case 
might  be.    That  would  make  it  easy  to  those 
who  come  here  to  settle  amongst  us.    I  know 
that  in  some  instances  people  who  intended 
to  settle  here  have  arrived  in  New  Zealand 
intending  to  spend  some  thousands  of  pounds 
in    land,   but  who,   after    a   fruitless   search 
extending    over    many    months,    have    been 
obliged  to  leave.     That  is  a  state  of  things 
which  ought  not  to  exist.    From  the  reference 
that  is  made  to  this  matter  in  the  Speech,  I 
look  forward  to  a  great  improvement  in  that 
respect.     In  regard  to  our  railways,  we  are 
told  that  "it  is  the  opinion  of  many  com- 
petent to  judge  that  the  system  under  which 
the  railways  are  worked  is  unsatisfactory,  and 
it  is  believed  that  judicious  changes  can  be 
made  whereby  the  public  convenience  may  be 
more  consulted  and  better  revenue  obtained." 
I  do  not  claim  for  our  railway  system  that  it  is 
by  any  means  perfect ;  I  know  of  some  depart- 
ments in  it  which  I  believe  are  capable  of 
improvement:   still,  if  an  expert  in  railway 
management  from  another  country  were  called 
on  by  us  to  report  on  the  working  of    our 
railways,  I  believe  we  should  find  that  there 
is  not  very  much  to  be  found  fault  with.    But 
I  have  no  doubt  the  reference  made  in  the 
Hon,  Mr.  Oliver 


Speech  to  our  railways  refers  to  a  design  to 
adopt  the  system  of  managing  our  railways  by 
non-political  Boards.     I  have  been  very  un- 
willingly   brought  to  think  that  that  is  in- 
evitable.   1  think  it  must  be  confessed  that  if 
it  is  inevitable  it  is  a  severe  refiection  on  our 
system  of  parliamentary  government,  because 
it  points  to  this  :  that  the  difficulties  of  work- 
ing   successfully    and   properly   a  system   of 
railways  owned  by  the  State  are  very  much 
increased  by  the  interference  of    the  Legis- 
lature in  matters  which  are  really  executive. 
It  points  to  the  weakness  of  the  Executive, 
resulting  from  their  relying  on  an  unstable 
parliamentary  majority.    I  do  not  know  that 
we  can  congratulate  ourselves  at  all  on  such 
a  system.    If  the  Legislature  were  to  confine 
itself  to  its  own  proper    functions,  and   the 
Executive  were  a  strong  one,  as  it  ought  to  be 
in  every  well-governed  country,  the  function  of 
the  Legislature  would  simply  be  to  determine 
on  what  policy  our  railways  should  be  worked. 
They  would  have  to  adopt,  I  think,  one  of  three 
policies.    There  might  be  a  policy  of  working 
our  railways   as    a    railway   company   would 
work  them — that  is,  on  commercial  principles. 
Next,  there  might  be  a  policy  of  using  our 
railways  not    for    the    purpose    of  making  a 
direct  profit,  but  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
our  industries.    The  third  is  the  policy  which 
unfortunately  we  have  in  existence — it  is  a  sys- 
tem which  mixes  up  the  two  things :  and  owing 
to    parliamentary  interference,  owing  to  the 
fears  of  the  Ministry  as  to  the  effect  on  their 
parliamentary   majority    of    the    adoption   of 
necessary  alterations,  the  present  system  has 
failed  to  result  in  as  perfect  management  as 
might  be  obtained.     Then  there  is  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Customs  tariff.    This  reference,  I 
am  happy  to  think,  may  be  read  along  with  a 
subsequent  paragraph  which  assures  us  that, 
although    "  the    Customs    revenue    shows   no 
signs  of  improvement,  my  Advisers  trust  that 
by  limiting  the  public  expenditure  it  will  be 
possible  to  avoid  placing  further  burdens  upon 
the  people."    That,  Sir,  gives  me  individually, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  also,  great  satisfaction. 
I  hope  I  am  not  misleading  myself  with  false 
hopes  ;  but  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  so 
false  a  policy  as  that  of  protection  were  covered 
by  this  allusion.    Then,  there  is  a  reference 
to  the  unsettled  contract  in  connection  with 
the   Midland  Bailway ;    but   I  think  I  need 
not  discuss   that,  for  really  the    Council    is 
quite  ignorant  of  the  difficulties  which  have 
arisen.      Next   our   attention   is   directed   to 
the  strong  feeling  manifested  by  the  people  of 
the  colony  generally  in  favour  of  our  educa- 
tion system,  and  the  Government,  we  are  in- 
formed, *'  desire  to  convey  an  assurance  that, 
whilst  its  expense  will  be  curtailed  wherever 
practicable,  no  step  will  be  taken  by  them 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  impairing  its 
efficiency."    One  is  glad  to  learn  that.    For  my 
part  I  think  that  without  impairing  its  efficiency 
steps  in  the  way  of  economy  may  be  taken.    I 
believe  there  is  a  general  conviction  that  the 
capitation  grant  may  be  lessened  without  inter- 
fering seriously  with  the  efficiency  of  the  sys- 
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tern,  and  also  that  the  school -age  in  town 
districts  and  in  districts  which  are  tolerably 
well  settled  may  be  raised.  Of  coarse  there 
are  some  country  schools  which  are  small 
in  numbers,  and  if  in  tiiese  cases  the  school- 
age  were  raised  the  schools  might  be  extin- 
guished. In  order  to  effect  the  requisite 
economy  I  think  a  system  might  be  adopted 
whereby  these  schools  might  not  be  interfered 
with  in  the  way  I  have  referred  to.  A  great 
measure  of  economy  might  result,  however,  in 
raising  the  school -age  in  populated  districts. 
I  think  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
benefit  derived  from  teaching  a  child  of  the 
age  of  five  or  six  is  veiy  slight  indeed ;  and 
that  if  the  school-age  were  raised  to  seven 
the  ultimate  result,  when  the  child  comes  to 
the  age  of  fourteen  and  leaves  school,  would  be 
quite  as  good  as  if  the  child  had  been  sent 
to  school  during  more  tender  years :  in  fact, 
physiologists  insist  on  the  higher  age,  inasmuch 
as  the  bodies  of  children  have  a  chance  of  being 
better  formed  when  the  mind  is  not  prema- 
turely called  into  play.  There  is  another 
method  by  which  economy  in  our  education 
system  might  be  obtained,  and  that  is  by 
the  abolition  of  Education  Boards.  I  believe 
that  the  administration  of  public  funds  by 
irresponsible  Boards  is  false  in  principle. 
No  doubt  we  shall  be  told  that  this  would 
be  another  step  towards  centralisation  ;  and 
there  would  be  great  force  in  that  objec- 
tion if  the  funds  administered  by  the  Boards 
were  derived  locally ;  but,  as  I  have  alresdy 
said,  I  think  the  principle  is  false  for  Boards 
which  are  quite  irresponsible  to' be  intrusted 
with  the  expenditure  of  money  raised  by  the 
colony  as  a  whole.  Instances  have  been 
pointed  out  to  me  where  economy  has  not 
been  practised  by  Education  Boards,  where 
schools  have  been  built  where  none  were 
required,  where  schools  have  been  duplicated 
where  one  already  existed  which  was  perfectly 
sufficient  for  all  local  purposes ;  and  my  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  other  extravagant  ways 
of  expenditure  adopted  by  some  of  these  Boards. 
I  have  left  to  the  last  the  first  two  paragraphs 
which  appear  in  His  Excellency's  Speech,  and 
these  paragraphs  are  of  the  most  gratifying 
character.  I  refer  to  those  dealing  with  the 
Jubilee  celebrations,  which  evoked  expressions 
of  the  most  devoted  loyalty,  reverence,  and  love 
to  Her  Majesty.  We  who  were  not  present  have 
not  failed  to  be  in  sympathy  with  these  feel- 
ings. With  regard  to  the  Imperial  Conference, 
that  is  a  subject  for  congratulation  and  of  satis- 
faction to  all  the  colonies.  The  outcome  of 
the  Conference  has  been  a  recognition  by 
both  the  Mother-country  and  the  great  self- 
governing  colonies  of  some  of  the  duties  which 
they  owe  to  each  other.  I  regard  it,  and  I 
believe  we  all  regard  it,  as  a  most  important 
step  towards  binding  together  the  scattered 
members  of  this  great  Empire.  This  Council 
especially  should  find  reason  to  congratulate 
itself  on  the  fact  that  you.  Sir,  and  Sir  Francis 
Bell,  who  only  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  this 
Council  when  he  took  the  duties  of  Agent- 
General,  were  able  to  take  so  prominent  and 


useful  a  part  in  the  beneficial  labours  of  that 
Conference. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BABNICOAT.—I  rise  to  second 
the  motion  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver. 
I  may  say  that  perhaps  few  Speeches  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament  have  aroused  as  anxious  interest 
and  curiosity  on  the  part  of  Parliament  and 
the  country  as  this  Speech.  I  think  it  must  be 
conceded  that  the  policy  announced  in  the 
Speech  is  as  full  and  as  explicitly  given  as  could 
be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  In  one 
respect  the  public  were  prepared,  I  presume, 
for  disappointment.  When  members  are  on 
their  way  to  Parliament  they  are  frequently 
asked,  •*  What  are  you  going  to  do  for  us  ?  '* 
By  this  is  meant,  I  suppose,  *•  How  are  you 
going  to  bring  about  expenditure  in  our  dis- 
tricts?" The  reply  in  this  case  would  be, 
•'  Nothing."  The  Speech  speaks  of  savings  and 
of  retrenchment,  but  there  is  very  little  said  of 
expenditure.  The  days  of  borrowing  are  for  a 
time  considered  over,  and  we  have  now  only  to 
consider  how  the  colony  is  to  live  within  its 
income.  The  Speech  deals  with  a  variety  of 
subjects  of  very  great  interest,  which  I  will 
very  briefly  allude  to.  The  first  is  that  subject 
of  supreme  interest  to  every  Englishman,  and  to 
millions  besides — the  Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign.  This  occasion  has  occupied  the  minds 
of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  evoked  a 
spirit  of  unity  and  patriotism  throughout  all 
her  dominions.  I  cannot  refrain  from  reading 
an  extract  from  one  of  the  leading  English 
papers  on  this  subject,  which  gives  an  account 
of  the  mode  of  celebrating  the  Jubilee  at  Home, 
a  portion  of  which  is  applicable  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  celebrated  in  New  Zealand.  The 
paper  says, — 

"Great  and  unusual  as  the  occasion  was, 
there  was,  when  the  day  had  arrived  and 
passed,  no  sense  of  failure  or  inadequacy. 
The  outpouring  of  the  mightiest  city  of  the 
world  to  rejoice  in  the  length  of  the  Queen's 
reign,  and  the  marvellous  order  of  the  millions 
who  assembled,  combined  to  content  the  gene- 
ral longing  that  an  event  which  can  occur  only 
at  historic  intervals  should  have  a  celebration 
that  history  might  worthily  record.  No  such 
function  so  grand  in  its  entirety,  so  full  of 
meaning  in  its  details,  has  brought  out  so  fully 
the  unity  of  the  people,  or  the  completeness  of 
their  sense  that  the  Sovereign  is  their  repre- 
sentative, the  living  symbol  of  an  entity  to 
which  each  one  has  some  close  relation.  To 
millions  of  the  young  it  will  serve  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  as  a  date,  as  a  great 
historic  day,  during  which  a  Court  and  a  nation 
endeavoured  to  display  to  themselves  as  well 
as  to  mankind  their  consciousness  of  a  common 
bond.  Great  Britain  grouped  itself  in  heartiest 
gratulation  round  its  Queen." 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  informed  by  His  Excel- 
lency that  New  Zealand  has  not  been  backward 
on  this  occasion,  but  by  its  manner  of  sharing 
in  the  Jubilee  celebration,  and  by  sending  a 
representative  to  the  Imperial  Conference  in 
England,  has  shown  its  attachment  to  the 
Empire  and  its  sense  of  the  colony's  responsi- 
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bility.  The  next  paragraph  refers  to  the  un- 
questionabla  need  of  retrenchment  in  public 
expenditure ;  and,  seeing  that  this  must  mean, 
among  other  expedients,  discarding  the  ser- 
vices of  old  faithful  officers  or  reducing  sala- 
ries, this  is  a  most  unwelcome  duty  to  perform ; 
but  on  all  hands  it  is  conceded  that  our 
revenue  and  expenditure  must  be  metde  to 
meet,  and  it  is  satisfactory  ;to  be  informed 
by  His  Excellency  that  this  retrenchment 
will  be  brought  about  in  the  manner  least 
calculated  to  produce  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ship. And,  while  seeking  to  mitigate  the 
great  depression  which  New  Zealand  is  suffer- 
ing under  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  not 
lead  to  retrenchment  of  an  unnecessarily 
severe  kind.  The  mere  ceasing  to  make  ap- 
pointments would  perhaps  in  a  short  time, 
in  a  growing  country,  bring  about  a  proper 
proportion  in  the  number  of  employes  of 
the  Government ;  but  in  the  meantime  I  can- 
not but  think  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
would  submit  to  a  greater  amount  of  taxa- 
tion, if  necessary,  to  avert  the  ruin  of  old  and 
faithful  servants.  The  next  paragraph  pro- 
poses to  thank  His  Excellency  for  informing 
us  that  Ministers  propose  to  take  steps  to 
secure  the  location  of  a  prosperous  class  of 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  colony.  If  this 
is  successfully  carried  out,  I  think  that,  be- 
yond any  other  single  measure,  it  will  entitle 
the  Government  to  the  gratitude  of  the  people. 
It  would  be  one  of  the  means  of  promoting 
that  diffusion  of  general  well-being  the  want 
of  which  is  felt  to  be  the  most  serious  blot  in 
modem  civilisation.  It  must  be  confessed,  how- 
ever, that  efforts  in  this  direction  have  not  been 
hitherto  made  with  the  success  which  settlers 
and  promoters  desire.  The  causes  of  this  want 
of  success  appear  to  me  in  the  first  place  to  be 
the  placing  of  those  on  the  land  who,  from  their 
previous  habits  and  training,  are  quite  unable 
to  turn  the  land  to  good  account ;  the  resort- 
ing to  expedients  for  getting  a  higher  price  for 
the  land  than  it  will  fairly  bear;  and  insist- 
ing on  conditions  which  greatly  encumber  the 
holder,  and,  from  their  harassing  character, 
ultimately  lead  to  dispute  and  demoralisation. 
The  next  paragraph  recognises  the  difficulties 
under  which  some  small  holders  of  land  are 
struggliug,  and  promises  to  consider  any  pro- 
posal to  afford  means  of  relief.  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  in  accordance  with  common-sense 
and  humanity.  The  successful  settlement  of 
the  land  can  only  be  attained  by  thrift  and 
industry  combined  with  skill.  Very  many  have 
been  induced  to  undertake  the  cultivation  of 
land  who  have  failed  in  the  task,  and  these  re- 
quire some  provision  for  release  from  engage- 
ments into  which  they  have  ignorantly  entered, 
and  which  they  cannot  possibly  carry  out.  The 
next  paragraph  points  to  the  general  belief, 
without  indorsing  it,  that  railway  management 
admits  of  improvement,  that  the  revenue  may 
be  increased,  and  the  public  convenience  better 
consulted.  But  it  must  be  left  to  thd  vigilance 
of  the  Gk)vemment  to  turn  the  railways  to  the 
best  account.  In  the  next  paragraph  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat 


Council  simply  acquiesces  in  the  reasonable* 
ness  of  making  some  alterations  in  the  taEiff, 
and  the  desirability  of  postponing  discussion  on 
these  alterations  until  after  the  recess.  Laws 
relating  to  the  Native  lands,  and  regulating  the 
mode  of  their  disposal,  are  also  referred  to  in 
the  Address,  and  the  Government  propose  dar- 
ing the  recess  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
Natives  as  a  preliminary  to  further  legislation. 
To  this  proposal  the  Council  are  invited  to  give 
their  approbation.  It  is  disappointing  to  find 
from  His  Excellency's  Speech  that  negotiations 
are  still  pending  relative  to  the  construction  of 
the  Midland  Railway,  and  that  certain  im- 
portant points  connected  therewith  stiU  remain 
unsettled.  The  Council  will  readily  promise 
to  give  its  best  consideration  to  a  measure  bo 
greatly  affecting  the  future  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  New  Zealand.  The  concluding  paragraph 
of  the  proposed  Reply  relates  to  the  education 
system.  It  unites  with  His  Excellency  in  ex- 
pressing its  satisfaction  at  the  attachment  of 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  the  system  at 
present  in  existence.  Whether  the  efficiency 
of  the  system  can  be  maintained  and  its  cost 
reduced  is  a  question  to  be  considered.  Pro- 
bably New  Zealand  may  insist  on  the  present 
system  remaining  intact,  so  that  this  colony 
shall  not  fall  behind  the  rest  of  the  world  in 
the  race  of  intelligence.  In  conclusion,  I  may 
say  that  the  Government  have  undertaken  a 
most  distasteful  task  in  deciding  to  adopt  a 
course  of  retrenchment,  and  I  believe  that  in 
this  Council  they  will  meet,  in  carrying  out 
that  course,  an  attitude  of  forbearance  and  a 
spirit  of  sympathy. 

Motion  made,  and  question  .proposed,  **  That 
the  following  Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  at 
the  opening  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  be 
agreed  to : — 

**  We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand, 
respectfully  thank  your  Excellency  for  the 
Speech  you  have  been  pleased  to  maJce  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  we  reciprocate  your 
Excellency's  pleasure  at  again  meeting  the 
Assembly. 

**  It  aiiords  us  much  gratification  to  learn 
from  your  Excellency  that  the  ceremonies  on 
the  occasion  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty's  reign  were  celebrated  with 
so  much  splendour,  and  evoked  the  most  cordial 
feelings  of  loyalty,  respect,  and  reverence  in  all 
parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

"  We  are  also  plea.sed  to  learn  that  the  re- 
sults of  the  Colonial  Conference  lately  held  in 
London  are  regarded  both  by  the  Imperial 
authorities  and  the  colonial  representatives  as 
of  a  satisfactory  nature. 

"  We  agree  with  your  Excellency  that  the 
result  of  the  general  election  just  concluded 
points  to  a  firm  resolve  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  insure  effective  and  substantial  re- 
trenchment in  the  cost  of  the  public  service. 

"  We  thank  your  Excellency  for  informing 
us  that  your  Ministers  propose  to  take  steps  to 
secure  the  location  of  a  prosperous  class  of 
settlers  upon  the  lands  of  the  colony,  and  to 
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make  the  land  more  easy  of  acquirement  in 
small  holdings. 

**  We  recognise  the  difficulties  under  which 
some  small  holders  of  land  from  the  Grown  are 
struggling,  and  will  carefully  consider  any  pro- 
posal to  aiSord  them  reasonable  relief. 

"  We  trust  that  it  will  be  found  that  judicious 
changes  in  the  working  of  the  railways  can  be 
made  whereby  the  public  convenience  may  be 
promoted  and  a  better  revenue  obtained. 

"  We  thank  your  Excellency  for  informing  us 
of  the  intention  of  Ministers  to  adjust  the  tarifi 
to  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  colony. 

**  We  shall  be  prepared  to  give  our  best  atten- 
tion to  any  measures  which  may  be  submitted 
to  us  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  relating 
to  Native  lands. 

**  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  any  mea- 
sures which  may  be  submitted  to  us  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Midland  Kailway  shall  receive 
our  best  consideration. 

"  We  join  with  the  expression  of  satisfaction 
of  your  Excellency's  Government  at  the  strong 
feeling  manifested  by  the  people  generally  in 
favour  of  our  educational  system,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  that,  whilst  its  expense  will  be 
curtailed  wherever  practicable,  no  steps  will  be 
taken  by  them  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
impairing  its  efficiency. 

•'  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  any  im- 
portant questions  that  may  be  brought  before 
us  shall  engage  our  best  attention;  and  we 
unite  in  hoping  that,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  our  labours  may  prove  of  service  to  the 
colony." — {Hon.  Mr,  Oliver.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  wish,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  motion,  to  give  my  opinion  mainly 
on  the  subject  of  retrenchment  referred  to  in 
the  Address.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  Government  are  bound  to  take  vigorous 
measures  in  that  direction,  and  will  be  very 
glad  to  take  into  consideration  any  suggestions 
&at  may  be  made  by  members  of  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  is  a  very  large  deficiency  in 
the  year's  revenue  —  a  deficiency  exceeding 
£300,000 — ^but  it  is  not  so  generally  known  that 
the  trust  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been,  I  may  say,  tampered  with — at 
any  rate,  rendered  available  for  the  ordinary 
services  of  the  Government  in  a  manner  un- 
precedented. In  18G7  an  Act  was  passed  for 
the  purpose  of  authorising  the  issue  of  defi- 
ciency bills  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise : 
for  example,  for  sending  money  Home  to  pay 
interest  on  loans,  or  for  any  such  purpose ;  and 
I  believe,  although  I  have  not  seen  an  Act  to 
that  effect,  that  the  power  was  extended  to 
£100,000 ;  but  it  was  not  intended  that  this 
power  should  be  exercised  except  upon  emer- 
gency ;  and  I  also  imeigine  that  it  was  in- 
tended that  these  deficiency  bills  should  be 
withdrawn  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards. 
But  during  the  last  few  years  the  Government 
have  improved  on  the  acts  of  all  their  pre- 
decessors in  the  extent  of  their  borrowing  from 
the  public  trust  funds  on  this  account.  I 
find,  on  looking  over  parliamentary  paper  B.-5, 
1887,  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £508,000  has 


been  taken  from  trust  funds  on  account  of 
deficiency  bills,  and  every  one  of  those  trust 
accounts  has  been  laid  under  contribution,  even 
to  the  paltry  sum  of  £200.  I  will  just  recapitu- 
late some  of  them.  For  example :  Insurance 
Account,  £100,000  ;  Trust  Office,  £118,400 ; 
Public  Works  Account,  £4,300;  Post  Office 
Savings-Bank  Account,  £256,800—1  shall  have 
something  to  say  about  that  further  on ;  Sink- 
ing Fund  Account,  £27,200 ;  Kelson  Reserves 
Fund,  £200;  Constabulary  Account,  £2,000. 
Every  one  of  these  trust  funds  has  been  made 
use  of  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  emergency 
of  the  Government,  and  all  this  money  must 
be  made  up  by  the  colony,  either  by  loan  or 
otherwise.  Before  passing  from  this  subject 
I  may  as  well  refer  to  the  Post  Office  Savings- 
Bank  Account.  This  account  consists  of 
money  deposited  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
working-classes  in  moderately  small  sums.  It 
may  be  called  upon  at  any  moment,  perhaps 
very  suddenly  in  case  of  emergency  or  of  any 
panic.  As  will  have  been  seen,  it  amounts  to 
a  very  large  sum,  considering  oar  financial 
position,  and  the  small  hope  we  have  of  recoup- 
ing ourselves  in  order  to  meet  the  amount  if 
called  upon.  The  whole  of  the  money  has 
been  lent  out  on  debentures  of  different  de- 
scriptions, including  debentures  of  different 
local  bodies,  in  addition  to  those  of  tlie  colony, 
with  the  exception  of  £29,648.  The  only  hope 
of  paying  this  money  is  in  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  crisis  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  would  have  enough  to  do  in 
meeting  its  engagements ;  and  in  such  an  event 
I  feel  sure  that  every  bank  would  close  its 
strong-box  and  keep  every  piece  of  gold  it  pos- 
sesses. Look  at  the  bank  which  governs  the 
money  matters  of  Great  Britain.  The  amount 
of  gold  in  the  coffers  of  the  bank  is  generally 
from  40  to  50  per  cent.,  and  here  the  Govern- 
ment have  parted  with  money  on  what  I  call 
inconvertible  securities,  and  have  nothing  to 
meet  that  liability  except  about  1^  per  cent. 
— a  liability  which  may  arise  at  any  moment. 
In  regard  to  the  question  of  retrenchment  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  fact  that  roads  are  at  the 
root  of  most  of  our  bad  legislation.  It  is  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  roads 
and  bridges  that  not  one  Government  alone 
but  every  Government  has  striven  to  exercise 
expenditure,  and  demoralise  the  member  for 
the  district.  Members  come  up  to  rush  the 
Treasury  in  order  that  they  may  get  public 
works  for  their  own  locality ;  and  their  efforts 
in  Parliament  are  appreciated  not  for  what 
they  have  done  in  a  high-minded  manner  for 
the  benefit  of  their  constituents  and  the  whole 
of  the  colony,  but  for  what  they  have  pilfered 
for  the  good  of  their  district.  Sir,  the  cost 
of  roads  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  up  to  the 
31st  March  last  amounted  to  over  £8,124,299, 
and  during  the  last  financial  year  the  amount 
was  £264,716.  If  honourable  members  will 
look  over  the  accounts  they  will  see  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  money  was  spent 
in  districts  where  the  land  is  not  wortn  tk 
penny  an  aore,  and  is  not  fit  to  be  inhabited, 
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and  yet  money  has  been  spent  in  such  country 
as  that.  There  is  another  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer,  and  that  is,  the  Grown  and  Native 
Lands  Bating  Act.  That  is  a  device  for  dis- 
tributing to  certain  localities  money  derived 
from  various  parts  of  the  colony.  Last  year 
the  amount  paid  under  this  Act  was  £25,138 
on  account  of  Native  lands,  and  £86,156  on 
account  of  Crown  lands.  The  whole  colony 
was  taxed  to  pay  away  money  on  account 
of  the  Grown  and  Native  lands  in  different 
localities,  and  only  certain  districts  received 
it.  Therefore  it  was  a  robbery  by  one  dis- 
trict upon  another,  and  in  this  way  during 
the  last  three  years  £206,000  has  been  spent. 
I  hope  this  state  of  things  will  not  be  allowed 
to  continue  any  longer,  and  that  the  Grown  and 
Native  Lands  JElating  Act  will  be  repealed  this 
session.  Another  subject  to  which  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  is 
the  Native  Office:  we  find  the  cost  of  that 
appears  to  be  £26,830.  I  have  been  for  more 
than  twenty  years  coming  up  to  this  Legisla- 
ture, and  I  have  observed  that  every  member 
who  has  taken  an  interest  in  Native  matters 
has  invariably  advocated  that  the  Native  Office 
should  be  abolished,  though  generally  I  have 
also  noticed  that,  if  ever  any  one  of  these 
attained  to  the  position  of  Minister  for  that 
office,  he  forgot  all  about  his  former  opinions, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  Native  Office  is  re- 
tained to  the  present  time.  I  think  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  that  this 
office  should  be  done  away  with.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly gratified  to  observe,  from  the  Order 
Paper,  that  the  representative  of  a  Maori  con- 
stituency has  given  notice  of  amotion  affirming 
the  desirableness  of  doing  away  with  all  dis- 
tinctions between  the  races,  and  that  Natives 
should  be  treated  precisely  similarly  before  the 
law  and  in  the  colony  as  Europeans.  And  why 
not  ?  They  are  quite  as  able  to  manage  their 
affairs  as  we  are,  and  the  distinction  should 
cease  immediately.  Again,  the  land-purchase 
system  has  been  a  preposterous  scandal  through- 
out the  colony  for  many  years,  and  I  think  that 
system  also  should  be  abolished.  The  purchase 
of  Native  lands  last  year  cost  the  colony  £88,635. 
I  do  not  believe  that  during  the  last  ten  years 
there  has  been  a  shilling  of  profit  made  on  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  that,  what  with  the  extensive  survey 
staff  we  have  been  obliged  to  keep  up  and  the 
expensive  administration,  there  has  been  a  loss 
instead  of  a  profit.  At  any  rate,  the  colony  is 
not  in  a  position  now  to  go  on  with  it,  and  I 
say  it  should  cease  at  once.  During  the  recess 
and  the  lately-contested  elections  local  parlia- 
ments were  set  up  in  the  different  centres  of 
population.  There  was  one  at  Dunedin,  with 
a  great  many  clever  men  connected  with  it. 
Many  valuable  papers  were  read  before  that 
association,  but  the  whole  gist  of  these  papers 
turned  upon  this  one  point ;  that  there  should 
be  no  more  subsidies.  These  subsidies  have 
been  the  bane  of  our  political  system.  The 
people  who  have  to  pay  the  money  should 
spend  the  money,  and  there  should  be  no  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Some 
Hon,  Mr.  Holmes 


people  forget  that  the  money  from  the  Conaoli- 
dated  Fund  comes  out  of  their  own  pockets ; 
and  in  filtering  through  the  chest  of  the  Trea- 
surer it  always  loses  some  15  or  20  per  cent.  In 
scarcely  any  instances,  if  the  accounts  of  tlie 
colony  are  looked  into,  will  it  be  found  that  any 
fund  comes  out  intact :  that  is,  the  people  will 
not  get  their  own  money  back  again ;  so  that  I 
hope  and  trust  this  system  of  subsidies  will  be 
done  away  with  altogether.  Then,  there  is  the 
question  of  defence.  Defence  has  doubtless 
interfered  with  the  finance  of  the  colony 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  there  is 
every  consideration  to  be  given  to  the  Govezn- 
ment  on  account  of  it,  because  they  were  not 
altogether  accountable  for  the  scare  there  was 
about  invasion.  I  think  this  defence  vote 
should  now  be  reduced  as  much  as  or  more  than 
any  other  vote.  The  cost  of  defence  last  year 
amounted  to  £342,304.  That  is  far  beyond 
what  the  colony  can  afford.  ^ly  impression  is 
that  this  matter  should  be  taken  in  hand  at 
once  by  the  Government,  and  the  number  of 
persons  at  the  different  centres  reduced,  and 
perhaps  a  different  system  established.  For 
example,  I  think  we  are  giving  7s.  a  day  for  the 
men  of  the  Defence  Force.  We  could  get  from 
the  Home  Government  skilled  men  suitable 
for  the  purpose  we  require  for  £40  a  year, 
as  we  did  on  a  previous  occasion  when  we 
had  troops  from  Home.  We  should  thus  get 
for  £40  a  year  practical  men  who  have  been 
in  the  service  for  years.  The  sum  that  we 
paid  last  year  for  the  carriage  of  malls  by 
sea  amounted  to  £85,038.  That  also  is  far 
beyond  what  it  should  be.  We  are  indulging 
in  luxury  with  regard  to  that.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  the  direct  and  intercolonial 
service  is  all  that  is  required.  If  anything 
more  is  necessary  we  are  at  liberty  to  send 
correspondence  via  Suez.  With  the  splendid 
ships  we  now  have  going  direct  Home  in 
forty  or  forty-two  days,  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  for  employing  that  route.  We  imagined 
when  the  last  contract  was  made  via  San 
Francisco  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  en- 
listing the  sympathies  of  America,  and  that  we 
should  do  a  considerable  trade  with  the  west 
coast  of  that  country.  We  see  that  that  is  a 
mere  fallacy.  America  has  not  responded  in 
any  way  to  our  advances,  and  the  business  with 
the  west  coast  of  America  is  a  mere  bagatelle ; 
besides,  they  decline  altogether  to  join  in  the 
mail  subsidies.  They  say  they  will  not  pay 
subsidies  to  any  but  their  own  subjects.  There- 
fore, in  withdrawing  from  that  service,  we 
should  not  be  doing  anything  that  can  pre- 
judice the  Americans,  or  anything  that  they 
can  take  exception  to.  I  think,  instead  of  our 
carriage  of  mails  by  sea  costing  over  £80,000,  it 
might  be  done  for  £30,000.  Then,  there  is  the 
vexed  subject  of  education.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  honourable  members  that  on  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session  I  got  a  return  of 
the  cost  of  education  in  the  different  depart- 
ments. The  cost  was  shown  to  be  £509,000  a 
year.  That  is  not  the  whole  sum,  because  the 
head  office  is  not  included,  and  I  think  there 
are  several  other  items  not  included ;  but  we 
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are  near  enough  when  we  say  the  amonnt  is 
£509,000.  That,  I  think  honourable  members 
will  admit,  is  more  than  a  population  of  less 
than  six  hundred  thousand  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  this  one  item.  I  remember 
when  the  Premier  of  South  Australia  was  pass- 
ing through  here  twelve  or  eighteen  months 
ago  he  examined  our  system  of  education,  and 
he  said  he  felt  satisfied  that  it  would  break 
down — that  the  population  of  this  country 
could  not  bear  such  a  heavy  expense  in  that 
one  item.  With  regard  to  what  steps  may  be 
taken  towards  reducing  this  expenditure,  I 
quite  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  that  in- 
creasing the  school-age  should  be  one  method. 
I  should  feel  inclined  to  take  children  imder 
seven  years  and  put  them  to  what  are  called 
kindergarten  schools.  There  they  would  be 
better  taught,  and  got  greater  attention  than 
the  younger  children  do  at  the  State  schools. 
This  could  be  done  for  £1  a  year  a  head,  in- 
cluding the  rooms  in  which  they  are  taught. 
These  schools  might  be  kept  by  respectable 
women,  many  of  whom  would  bo  glad  of  such 
employment,  and  the  results  would  be  better 
for  the  children  themselves.  This  would  effect 
a  saving  of  £60,000.  Then,  suppose  the  schools 
only  taught  to  the  Fifth  Standard,  that  would 
give  an  education  quite  as  good  as  the  mass  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  receive.  A  saving  of 
£40,000  might  thus  be  made.  Those  two  items 
would  give  a  saving  of  £100,000,  and  such  a 
change  would  not  injure  our  education  system, 
because  any  child  arriving  at  the  Fifth  Standard 
and  having  special  capacity  would  certainly  get 
assistance  to  go  on  with  his  education.  Then, 
there  is  the  question  of  secondary  schools. 
These  schools  are  carried  on  now  at  an  expense 
to  the  Government  of  £16  a  scholar.  When  we 
recollect  that  there  are  large  endowments  for 
this  purpose,  and  that  the  parents  of  the  child- 
ren attending  these  secondary  schools  are  in 
easy  circumstances,  I  do  not  think  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  colony  should  be  called  upon  to 
supplement  to  such  an  extent  the  expense  of 
that  education.  There  would  therefore  on  that 
item  be  a  considerable  saving.  Then,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  said,  we  might  do  away  with 
^Education  Boards.  I  think  these  and  similar 
Boards  are  a  nuisance  instead  of  an  advantage, 
and  I  think  they  should  be  discontinued.  There 
is  another  question  bearing  upon  this,  and  that 
is  the  cost  of  buildings.  The  cost  of  school- 
buildings  since  the  Act  was  brought  into  opera- 
tion, 1877— ten  years  ago— amounts  to  £918,194, 
and  last  year  the  expenditure  was  £65,000.  In 
many  cases  the  school-buildings  are  far  beyond 
the  wants  of  the  districts,  and  they  are  of  a 
more  expensive  character  than  what  is  neces- 
Baiy.  If  we  had  any  amount  of  money  to  throw 
away  on  buildings  and  improvements  it  would 
be  all  very  well ;  but,  as  there  is  a  limit  to 
our  money,  and  to  our  boirowing  capacity, 
I  think  the  sooner  we  call  *'  Halt "  in  this 
respect  the  better.  I  cannot  for  my  life 
see  why  a  tower  costing,  perhaps,  one-third 
of  the  whole  amount  for  a  school  should  be 
erected,  or  why  the  ornamenting  and  finishing 
should  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  increase  by 


15  per  cent,  the  cost  of  the  whole  building. 
Another  item  requiring  consideration  by  the 
Government  is  the  property-tax.  I  think,  if  it 
were  desirable  to  increase  the  contributions 
from  that  source,  one  way  would  certainly  be 
to  lower  the  exemption.  The  exemption  is 
now  £500,  and  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  not 
be  placed  at  £200  or  £300.  That  would  in- 
crease the  sum  derived  from  the  property-tax 
considerably,  and  it  would  give  a  positive  in- 
terest to  a  great  many  people  who  would 
have  to  pay  the  tax,  because  they  would 
pay  more  particular  attention  to  the  taxation 
of  the  country.  I  might  also  compare  this 
tax  with  the  income-tax  at  Home.  We  hear 
frequent  reference  to  the  income-tax  as  a 
tax  preferable  to  the  property-tax.  The  in- 
come-tax at  Home  this  year  is  7d.  in  the 
pound.  Calculating  our  property-tax  at  the 
rate  of  5  por  cent,  on  the  capital  value,  that 
would  make  our  tax  Is.  8d.  in  the  pound  of  in- 
come, making  our  property-tax  nearly  three 
times  as  heavy  a  tax  as  the  income-tax  in 
England.  With  regard  to  railways,  I  am  quite 
in  favour  of  placing  our  railways  under  a 
Commissioner,  an  expert,  such  a  person  as 
they  obtained  in  Victoria  from  England  some 
time  ago.  Before  that  officer  arrived  the  rail-  « 
ways  were  managed  somewhat  similarly  to  what 
they  are  here  at  present,  and  they  paid  just 
about  the  same  return — something  like  2^  per 
cent.  Those  railways  cost  more  than  double 
what  ours  cost,  and  yet  they  paid  about  the 
same ;  but  after  this  Commissioner  had  had 
time  to  rearrange  the  whole  service  a  large 
increase  in  the  revenue  took  place,  and  by  the 
last  report  it  appears  that  the  Victorian  rail- 
ways were  paying  4i  per  cent. — that  is,  that  the 
return  had  nearly  doubled.  I  feel  satisfied,  if 
we  could  get  such  a  person  to  manage  our  rail- 
ways, free  from  political  control,  we  should 
accomplish  a  great  purpose  and  benefit  the 
revenue  of  the  colony  very  much.  I  hope  and 
trust  that  when  the  Government  addresses 
itself  to  this  work  of  retrenchment  such  sub- 
jects as  these  will  have  its  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— There  is  another 
item  which  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  referred  to,  and  that  is  the  rabbit 
nuisance.  There  might  be  a  saving  in  the 
expenditure  on  that  item. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  —  I  have 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  speeches 
of  the  mover  and  seconder  of  this  Address 
in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech ;  ajid  I 
have  also  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes.  With  the  observations  which  fell 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  I  generally  agree ; 
and,  as  regards  the  remarks  which  have  fallen 
from  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Holmes,  I  will 
only  say  this  at  present :  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  them  deserving  of  thorough  considera- 
tion, and  the  point  not  least  of  all  deserving 
consideration  is  one  which  he  for  the  first  time 
has  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  country.  I  refer  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
bank  reserves.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  country,  and  is  a  matter  which 
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may  be  referred  to  more  freely  now,  when  there 
is  no  panic  or  crisis,  than  it  could  be  were 
we  livmg  in  times  of  great  financial  excite- 
ment. I  have  often  looked  into  the  banking 
returns  and  been  astonished  at  the  smallness 
of  the  reserves  kept  in  colonial  banks.  In 
South  Australia,  with  which  colony  I  was 
connected  for  a  good  many  years,  and  where  I 
had  some  acquaintance  with  bsuiking,  the  Acts 
at  that  time — I  do  not  know  whether  they 
have  been  altered  since— probably  not — pro- 
vided that  all  banks  should  keep  a  reserve  of  25 
per  cent,  in  specie  of  their  liabilities.  In  the 
United  States  likewise  there  is  a  provision  that 
the  reserve  shall  be  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  bank.  A  power  is  given  there 
to  an  officer  of  the  Grovemment  to  step  in 
where  the  reserves  are  less  than  25  per  cent,  and 
stop  the  bank.  There  has  been  a  case  within 
the  last  three  months  where  an  officer  of  the 
Government  stepped  in  in  this  way  and  stopped 
the  operations  of  certain  banks.  Here  we  are 
content  with  a  reserve  of  12j^  per  cent.  I  can- 
not but  feel  that  there  is  here  a  source  of 
danger  to  the  finances  of  the  country.  It  is 
well  that  the  subject  has  been  referred  to,  and 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  discussed  even  briefly 
^will  not  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  in- 
stitutions which  have  control  of  the  financial 
reserves  of  the  country.  The  Speech  is  some- 
what of  aji  unusual  nature,  and  is  shorter 
than  usual  upon  these  occasions;  but  the 
Speech  itself  is  of  a  most  important  character, 
and  perhaps  the  result  of  it  will  be  the  intro- 
duction of  a  period  of  economy  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finance  of  the  colony,  from  which 
all  classes  cannot  fail  to  benefit.  We  have 
often  listened  to  promises  of  economy  on  the 
part  of  Governments;  but  these  professions 
of  economy  have  seldom  been  realised.  If 
they  have  even  been  realised  in  the  letter, 
they  have  in  too  many  oases  been  violated 
in  the  spirit ;  but  I  feel  confident  on  this  occa- 
sion that  we  shall  see  economy  in  a  stringent 
shape  introduced  into  the  country.  In  tbis 
respect  I  agree  that  this  Ministry  is  perhaps 
not  a  bit  better  than  those  which  have  pre- 
ceded it :  but  I  recognise  that  economy  is 
now  necessitated  by  public  opinion,  that  pub- 
lic opinion  insists  on  retrenchment,  and  that, 
if  the  Ministry  fail  to  carry  out  retrench- 
ment, they  will  be  ignominiously  hurled  from 
the  positions  which  they  hold.  All  suc- 
cessive Governments  appear  to  have  some 
land  nostrum  or  other  to  present  to  our  con- 
sideration. It  is  with  some  regret  that  I  see 
the  present  Ministry  are  not  altogether  free 
from  this  weakness.  I  do  not  admire  the  refer- 
ence to  the  land-administration,  as  my  honour- 
able friends  who  have  preceded  me  seem  to 
have  done.  I  do  not  think  that  by  any  legis- 
lation that  the  Government  can  produce  we 
can  create  a  numerous  and  prosperous  agricul- 
tural community.  It  is  well  that  the  public 
should  get  out  of  their  mind  the  idea  that  the 
Government  can  do  anything  of  this  sort  for 
tiiem.  They  should  realise  that  their  im- 
proved condition  can  only  be  brought  about  by 
self-reliance,  economy,  prudence,  and  industry. 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 


It  is  impossible  that  we  can  have  a  numerous 
and  prosperous  agricultural  community  in  the 
face  of  the  existing  prices  of  produce.  Yon 
must  have  an  improvement  in  the  price  of  pro- 
duce before  you  can  see  any  great  improvement 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  part  of  tbe 
community ;  and,  if  the  agriculturists  whom  we 
have  now  are  not  to  smk  under  the  severe 
times  through  which  we  are  now  passing,  it 
will  be  by  the  exercise  of  those  qualities  whicli 
have  made  our  forefathers  before  us,  and  which. 
can  alone  make  any  nation,  worthy  of  bein^ 
regarded  as  a  great  nation  —  namely,  the 
qualities  of  patience,  economy,  industry,  and 
forethought ;  qualities  that  are  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  every  country,  but  which  have, 
imfortunately,  in  the  excitement  of  the  speca- 
lative  times  through  which  we  have  been  pass- 
ing of  late  years,  been  to  a  great  extent  lost 
sight  of.  There  is  a  misapprehension  in  the 
public  mind  that  any  person  is  fit  to  be  a 
farmer.  A  man,  if  he  can  do  nothing  else, 
is  thought  to  be  fit  to  be  put  on  the  land — 
and  he  may  starve  there.  There  is  as  much 
art  in  cultivating  the  land  as  there  is  required 
in  any  other  trade.  You  may  as  well  think  of 
making  a  man  at  once  a  blacksmith  or  a  car- 
penter. If  a  man  is  to  benefit  from  the  land 
he  must  have  learned  how  to  cultivate  it,  and 
he  must  have  a  certain  amount  of  capitsd. 
We  are  told  that,  as  a  first  step  to  this  creation 
of  a  prosperous  agricultural  community,  we 
are  to  see  alterations  in  our  land-laws  with  a 
view  of  facilitating  the  acquirement  of  small 
holdings,  as  if  the  country  were  to  be  saved  by 
a  system  of  small  holdings  only.  The  sooner 
the  people  of  this  colony  get  out  of  their  minds 
the  idea  that  the  extension  of  the  system  of 
small  holdings  will  confer  such  great  benefit 
on  the  country  the  better.  The  next  clause 
recognises  that  already  there  are  too  many 
small  holders,  and  that  clause  states  that 
Parliament  will  be  called  upon  to  consider  the 
difficulties  under  which  some  small  holders  at 
the  present  time  are  sufiering.  There  was  a 
time  when  small  holdings  could  be  held  with 
advantage,  when  every  man  cultivated  his  own 
ground  by  his  own  labour ;  but  those  conditions 
have  passed  away.  A  man  can  no  longer  cul- 
tivate his  land  and  compete  with  other  produce 
under  the  system  of  small  holdings.  He  must 
have  machinery ;  he  must  have  cultivation 
upon  an  extensive  scale.  The  result  is  that 
everywhere  small  holdings  disappear  and  large 
ones  are  being  introduced.  Not  that  that  is 
altogether  a  desirable  change,  but  it  is  a  neces- 
sity of  such  surrounding  circumstances.  Small 
holdings  will  pay  well  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns ;  but  it  is  not  near  the  centres  of  popula- 
tion that  the  Government  have  lands  available 
for  this  purpose,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns  land  is  already  held  in  small  holdings. 
It  is  of  no  use  putting  on  the  land  people  who 
do  not  imderstand  its  management,  or  people 
who  have  not  capital  to  develop  it.  One  cause 
of  the  fact  that  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community  is  not  prospering  arises  from  the 
circumstance  that  so  lar^e  a  portion  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  f armmg  are  not  real  prac- 
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ileal  farmers,  and  have  not  sufficient  oapital  to 
develop  their  ianns.  If  dairy  produce  is  to  be 
made  to  compete  with  the  dairy  produce  of 
the  -world,  it  must  be  of  a  quality  superior  to 
most  of  that  which  is  sent  fiom.  New  Zealand 
at  the  present  time,  and  that  quality  cannot  be 
attcdned  unless  there  are  really  good  dairies  in 
the  place,  such  as  in  very  few  instances  are  to 
be  found  on  the  farms  of  New  Zealand,  and 
unless  farmers  understand  how  to  make  good 
butter.  On  the  question  of  education,  re- 
garding which  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Holmes  has  anticipated  some  of  my  views, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  in  this  matter  great 
savings  may  be  effected,  as  regards  both  the 
management  of  local  Boards  and  the  system  on 
which  these  schools  proceed  generally.  You 
cannot  have  efiectual  management — and  the 
remark  applies  not  only  to  our  educational  sys- 
tem, but  also  to  our  charitable  system — so 
long  as  the  spending  body  is  separate  from 
the  revenue  -  raising  body.  The  spending 
body  does  not  feel  the  responsibility  that  the 
revenue-raising  body  must  feel,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  not  the  same  stimulus  to 
economy.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
desirableness  of  an  alteration  in  the  minimum 
age  of  children  who  should  be  admitted  to  our 
public  schools.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  admitted  that 
the  cost  could  be  very  much  reduced  if  the  age 
were  raised  from  five  to  seven  years.  But  there 
have  been  arguments  put  forward  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  view,  to  which  I  need  not  refer  at 
present,  but  which  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a 
somewhat  powerful  character.  It  appears  to 
me" that  the  difficulty  may  to  a  great  extent  be 
met  by  adopting  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  by  providing  that  child- 
ren from  five  to  seven  years  of  age  should  be 
brought  up  in  kindergarten  schools,  while  the 
education  in  the  regular  schools  should  be  con- 
fined to  children  over  the  age  of  seven  years. 
It  seems  to  me  that  by  a  judicious  alteration 
of  the  existing  system  in  this  respect  we  may 
make  the  education  system  more  satisfactory 
to  the  public  at  large,  while  at  the  same  time 
it  will  be  more  economical  in  its  operations. 
By  availing  ourselves  of  the  organizations  that 
are  open  to  us  these  kindergarten  schools 
oould  without  doubt  be  efficiently  managed 
with  a  contribution  from  the  State  not  ex- 
ceeding £1  lOs.,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
education  of  these  children  would  be  more 
adapted  to  their  requirements.  To  accomplish 
this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  exertions  of  independent  bodies, 
and  even  of  the  religious  bodies.  It  may  be 
that  this  is  open  to  objection,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
thoroughly  meet  the  difficulty.  Children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  seven  are  peculiarly 
susceptible  to  moral  and  religious  training,  and 
by  availing  ourselves  of  the  organization  and 
assistance  of  religious  bodies  as  regards  child- 
ren between  those  ages  we  shall  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  that  moral  and  reli- 
gious training  from  which  they  are  at  present 
to  a  great  extent  debarred.  But  I  may  be  told 
that  if  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  assistance  of 


religious  bodies  to  raise  up  these  kindergarten 
schools  to  which  children  hetween  the  ages  of 
five  and  seven  years  of  age  may  be  sent  we  are 
introducing  the  wedge  of  denominational  edu- 
cation, and  shall  not  be  able  to  prevent  the 
system  from  beoomiug  universal.  I  do  not  think 
we  need  fear  that  argument,  though  it  has 
always  been  thought  an  unanswerable  one — 
*'  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge."  But  suppose  it 
should  lead  to  the  introduction  of  denomina- 
tional education  hereafter,  what  then  ?  Will 
the  children  sent  out  from  the  schools  be  worse 
citizens  because,  in  addition  to  secular  educa- 
tion, they  receive  a  moral  and  religious  train- 
ing? What  has  the  State  to  do  but  to  see 
that  good  secular  education  is  provided  ?  And 
if  o&ers  come  forward  and  see  that  our 
efforts  are  supplemented  by  giving  the  child- 
ren the  advantages  of  a  moral  and  re- 
ligious training,  instead  of  being  a  drawback 
it  appears  to  me  that  it  must  be  an  ad- 
vantage. In  England  the  two  systems  work 
together,  and  work  with  great  comfort  to  all 
parties.  There  are  the  Board  schools,  where 
the  education  is  entirely  secular,  and  where 
persons  wishing  their  children  to  be  brought  up 
solely  with  secular  education  can  send  them. 
There  are  other  schools  where  persons  who  wish 
their  children  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  morad 
training  can  send  their  children.  That  is  an 
advantage  in  England.  Why  should  it  not  be 
attempted  here?  These  are  not  views  of  a 
sudden  growth.  They  are  views  to  which  I 
have  been  led  gradually,  by  having  come  to  the 
conclusion,  as  the  result  of  reading,  observa- 
tion, and  refiection,  that  we  are  arriving  at  one 
of  the  great  crises  of  history,  and  that  during 
the  next  few  years — it  may  be  ten,  fifteen, 
twenty,  or  thirty  years  —  there  will  be  great 
social  convulsions  caused  by  the  surplus  popu- 
lation of  Europe,  which  will  be  intensified  in 
their  character  if  those  who  are  children  now 
and  are  men  at  that  time  have  not  been  brought 
up  under  the  influence  of  a  different  system  of 
education  from  that  now  given.  It  must  be 
seen  that  children  under  the  present  system 
are  without  those  restraints  which  a  moral  and 
religious  system  affords.  I  do  hope  that  the 
whole  system  of  education  will  shortly  be  re- 
considered, with  a  view  to  making  it  not  only 
more  economical,  but  more  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  all  classes  of  the  population,  and 
more  in  accordance  with  the  true  interests  of 
the  children  themselves.  I  think  we  might  in 
this  respect  adopt  the  example  set  us  by  the 
Mother-country,  which  is  adopted  in  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
withhold  from  the  children,  if  they  so  desire  it, 
the  advantage  of  a  moral  and  religious  training 
in  addition  to  that  which  is  afforded  to  them  in 
the  State  schools. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— It  is  very 
unusual  on  these  occasions  to  hear  so  much 
practical  advice  given;  and  I  hesitate  to  rise 
myself,  being  quite  unprepared  for  a  speech  on 
such  occasion.  But  there  is  one  small  omission 
in  the  economies  which  have  been  proposed 
that  I  think  would  come  with  a  good  grace 
from  this  Council ;  I  mean  as  to  the  cost  of  the 
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Legislature.  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  should, 
without  hesitation,  come  forward  and  make 
our  sacrifice  in  this  direction.  I  think  at  the 
same  time  we  should  look  a  little  beyond  that, 
and  consider  the  utility  of  this  Council.  I  con- 
sider that  it  has  been  very  much  beneath  what 
it  might  have  been,  owing  partly  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Council,  while  it  might  have  had 
a  potential  voice  in  checking  the  course  of  the 
colony  during  the  last  eighteen  years  had  it 
been  constituted  more  in  accordance  with  the 
general  ideas  of  liberal  politicians  in  our 
days.  No  doubt  we  shall  welcome  the  re- 
ductions that  it  may  be  thought  fit  to  make. 
But  I  think  this  is  a  proper  time  to  suggest 
to  the  Government  to  go  to  work  next  session 
furnished  with  a  serious  scheme  for  reorgan- 
izing the  constitution  of  this  Council,  so  as 
to  render  its  labours  more  fertile  to  the  colony 
than  they  are  at  the  present  time.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  Council  is  capable  of 
very  great  service ;  and  if  it  contained  none  but 
the  choicest  spirits  of  the  colony,  none  but 
those  who,  after  their  experience  in  the  Lower 
House,  came  here  full  of  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience, then  all  would  recognise  that  this 
Chamber  would  prove  the  guardian  of  economy 
and  liberty,  and  would  give  a  balance  to  legis- 
lation that  is  very  much  wanted  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  do  not  wish  to  broach  a  long 
discussion  as  to  the  form  of  the  Council.  I 
may  mention,  however,  that  my  own  opinions 
are  on  record  in  papers  of  former  years  in 
possession  of  the  Government.  No  doubt  my 
honourable  friend  the  Attorney-General  will,  if 
he  can  find  time,  look  through  papers  during 
the  recess,  when  he  will  see  the  suggestions 
contained  in  them.  I  should  rather  in  rising 
have  been  disposed  to  refer  entirely  to  that 
one  portion  of  the  Address  which  alludes  to 
the  revulsion  of  feeling  which  has  arisen 
among  the  people  during  the  last  year  on 
behalf  of  economy — the  terror  that  has  come 
over  the  colony  at  the  apparent  approach  of  a 
catastrophe  in  finance.  For  my  part,  I  hold 
that  a  good  and  prudent  people  make  a  good 
and  prudent  Parliament.  The  fools'  paradise 
in  which  this  colony  has  been  wandering  about 
during  the  last  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  was 
one  which  all  voluntarily  entered,  and  the 
whole  country  is  guilty  of  the  condition  in 
which  we  are  at  the  present  moment.  It 
almost  makes  my  blood  rise  when  I  see  gentle- 
men on  the  hustings  and  independent  electors 
shouting  out  as  if  this  Legislature  was  the 
source  of  all  their  evils.  The  country  at  large, 
so  far  as  there  is  sin  to  be  attributed  at  all,  is 
alone  responsible.  Do  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land realise  what  it  is  that  we  are  suffering 
from  ?  Do  they  know  that  it  was  through  their 
own  folly,  through  going  headlong  into  opera- 
tions utterly  without  calculating,  and  with- 
out reference  to  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
and  which  the  results  show  have  been  far  out- 
side the  limits  of  our  proper  means?  I  say 
the  country  did  not  realise  that  for  a  moment 
from  the  first,  and  the  cry  was  still,  like  that 
of  the  daughters  of  the  horse -leech,  '*Give, 
give;"  and  this  came  from  local  bodies  and 
Hon,  Mr.  Richmond 


every  kind  of  similar  source  in  New  Zealand. 
If  we  set  our  faces  to  it,  there  is  nothing  to  stop 
this  country  from  becoming  one  of  the  finest 
countries  on  the  face  of  the  globe ;  but  we  most 
not  drop  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  muddy 
waters  of  log-rolling.  We  must  remember  that 
this  country  has  a  duty  to  perform,  and  not 
continue  the  practice  which  has  been  followed 
from  year  to  year  within  the  last  ten  years.  I 
do  not  wish  to  say  more.  I  have,  indeed,  said 
more  than  I  had  on  rising  intended  to  say» 
and  will  not  trouble  the  Council  any  more. 
(Concluding  sentence  inaudible.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

ADJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said,  after  the  dis- 
cussion which  had  taken  place  the  previous 
day,  he  had  decided  to  ofier  no  further  oppo- 
sition to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  as 
at  present  proposed,  but  he  hoped  that  it  would 
be  reconstructed  next  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Joint,  on  Bills. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Metizies,  and  the  Hon.  Captain 
Baillie. 

Standing  Obdebs  on  Pbivatb  Bills. — ^The 
Hon.  Mr.  Scotland,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

Selection.  —  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat,  the 
Hon.  Captain  Kenny,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dignan, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Baillie. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  seven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPKESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  14th  October,  1887. 


First  Beadings— Address  in  Reply— Seselonal  C 
mittee— Melbourne  Exhibition— Reciprocal  < 


Com- 
i  Cus- 
toms Treaty— Railway  Employes'  Fines— Railway 
Return-ticket's— Gold-saving  Machinery— Village 
Settlers  —  Christchurch  Unemployed  —  Legis- 
lative Expenditure  —  Working-men's  Trains  — 
Flogging  by  Warders  —  Police  Superannuation 
Fund— Forwood  —  Elective  G  overnors  —  School- 
age— Chinese  Poll-tax  —  Welliugton-Wairarapa 
Rolling-stock— Mortgages  under  Land  Transfer 
Act— Sealing— Firewood  for  Locomotives— Mines 
and  Land  Departments— Bankruptcy  Act— Naval 
and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers— Railway- 
sidings— Adjournment— Imprest  Supply  Bill — 
Public  Revenues  Bill— Westport  Haroour  Bill — 
Local  Bodies'  Revenue. 


Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 
Westland  and  Grey  Education  Boards  Bill, 
Wellington  College  BQl,  West  Coast  Settle- 
ment Reserves  Bill,  Contagious  Diseases  Act 
Repeal  Bill,  Educational  Franchise  Bill,  Influx 
of    Chinese    Prevention   Bill,   Nelson    Crown 
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Tenants  Belief  Bill,  Maori  Bace  Empowering 
Bill,  Elective  Governor  Bill,  Shipping  and  Sea- 
men's Bill,  Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  Otago 
Central  Bailway  Bill,  Acquisition  of  Lands  Bill. 

ADDBESS  IN  BEPLY. 
Mr.  SPEAKEB  announced  that,  accom- 
panied by  several  members  of  the  House,  he 
had  waited  on  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  held  presented  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Governor's  Speech;  and  that  His  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer : — 

••  Mb.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  op  the  House 
OP  Bepbesbntatives, — 
•*I  thank  you  for  your  loyal  address,  and 
receive  with  satisfaction  your  assurance  that 
you  will  give  careful  consideration  to  the  mea- 
sures that  will  be  presented  to  you. 

"  Wm.  F.  Drummond  Jervois, 
"  Government  House,  **  Governor. 

"  Wellington,  14th  October,  1887." 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEE. 
Native  Affairs. — Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Graham,  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr. 
Hobbs,  Major  Jackson,  Mr.  Hutchison,  Mr. 
Monk,  Mr.  Pratt,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Taipua, 
Mr.  Taiwhanga,  Mr.  Mitchelson. 

MELBOUBNE  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  SEYMOUB  asked  the  Government, —(1.) 
Whether  they  propose  to  have  a  New  Zealand 
Court  in  the  Melbourne  Exhibition?  (2.)  If 
not,  whether  they  will  make  arrangements  for 
forwarding  exhibits  to  that  Exhibition?  He 
asked  this  question  for  the  information  of  a 
number  of  persons  who,  he  believed,  were 
desirous  of  sending  exhibits  to  the  Exhibition. 

Mr.  HlSIiOP  said  the  matter  had  been  and 
was  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  soon  as  a  determination  had  been 
arrived  at  he  would  be  happy  to  apprise  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  House  of  it. 

BECIPBOCAL  CUSTOMS  TBEATY. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  steps  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Gk>- 
vemments  of  the  neighbouring  colonies  with 
regard  to  the  creation  of  a  reciprocal  Customs 
treaty  between  this  and  the  other  colonies? 
This  was  a  question  with  reference  to  a  large 
subject  of  policy,  not  only  in  this  colony  but 
in  neighbouring  colonies.  His  reason  for  ask- 
ing the  question  was,  that  a  great  industry 
in  this  country  was  very  much  dependent  on 
the  solution  of  this  very  large  and  difficult 
question.  The  last  returns  available,  those  for 
1886,  showed  that  our  agricultural  exports  were 
worth  about  half  a  million  a  year.  The  agri- 
cultural industry  was  in  a  condition  in  which 
it  needed  that  every  little  inducement  possible 
should  be  given  to  it  in  the  way  of  lowering  the 
cost  of  production,  and  getting  the  products  to 
consumers.  He  trusted  the  answer  of  the  Pre- 
mier wouM  bo  favourable,  and  in  the  direction 
which  he  (Mr.  Cowan)  desired. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  very  happy  to 
make  inquiries  in  the  direction  suggested  ;  but 
he  was  afraid  there  were  very  great  difficulties 


in  the  way.  However,  he  agreed  entirely  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  regard  to  such 
treaties  if  they  were  possible. 

BAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  FINES. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  What  is  the  accumulated  amount 
of  fines  imposed  on  railway  employes  ?  (2 .)  Will 
the  Minister  utilise  this  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  those  employes  that  from  time  to 
time  may  become  incapacitated  from  duty 
through  accidents  met  with  in  the  service? 
With  regard  to  the  accumulated  fines,  it  was  a 
matter  of  very  great  interest  to  those  who  had 
paid  to  that  fund,  because  they  felt  that  those 
who  had  contributed  to  it  should  have  some 
interest  in  its  distribution.  He  did  not  know 
the  exact  present  total,  but  he  believed  it  was 
£700  last  year.  A  considerable  number  of 
employes  had  told  him  that  the  direction  in 
which  he  suggested  it  should  be  utilised  was 
the  most  suitable  one,  and  he  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  Minister's  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  accumu- 
lated fund  alluded  to  now  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  £1,085,  and  was  invested  in  the  Public  Trust 
Office.  The  question  of  the  distribution  of  this 
fund  had  not  been  considered,  but  was  one  ^at 
he  should  take  into  consideration  with  the  view 
of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty. When  employes  were  injured  by  causes 
beyond  their  own  control  they  received  half-pay 
for  three  months,  and  for  an  extra  three  months 
quarter-pay. 

BAILWAY  BETUBN-TICKETS. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  grajit  the  concession  of  daily 
return-tickets  on  the  railways  to  stations  other 
than  those  to  which  the  concession  now  applies  ? 
At  and  near  the  large  centres  of  population 
daily  return-tickets  for  distances  not  exceeding 
ten  miles  were  issued,  but  for  greater  distances 
the  concession  of  return-tickets  was  only  made 
on  Saturdays.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
see  any  reason  why  this  peculiarity  should  be 
continued,  and  why  the  rule  as  to  return-tickets 
should  not  be  made  general  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  this  was  a  large 
question — one  that  could  not  be  hurriedly  con- 
sidered, as  it  was  one  that  largely  involved  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  When  the  return- 
tickets  were  abolished  in  1883  single  tickets 
were  issued  at  largely-reduced  rates.  Betum- 
tickets  were  now  issued  on  market-days  and  on 
Saturdays  between  all  stations,  and  upon  every 
day  in  the  week  upon  the  suburban  lines ;  but 
the  Government  could  not  at  present  see  their 
way  to  grant  return-tickets  to  and  from  all 
stations. 

GOLD-SAVING  MACHINEBY. 
Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  If  he  will  cause  to  be  placed  on  the  esti- 
mates a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  £5,000,  to 
be  paid  by  way  of  bonus  for  the  best  gold-saving 
machinery  ?  Ho  had  travelled  recently  through 
his  district,  which  was  a  mining  one,  and  he 
had  found  that  fully  one- third  of  the  gold  was 
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lost  through  imperfect  saving  appliances.  An 
absolutely-perfect  system  of  saving  would  make 
our  gold-production  fully  one-third  more  than 
now ;  and,  as  the  question  was  therefore  so  im- 
portant, he  thought  the  Government  would  be 
{'ustified  in  taking  some  action  in  the  direction 
le  suggested. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  to  in- 
form the  honourable  gentleman  that  this  mat- 
ter would  be  duly  considered  when  the  estimates 
were  under  consideration. 

VILLAGE  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether,  in  the  proposed  legislation  re  per- 
mitting settlers  to  select  land  under  any  system 
they  prefer,  the  Government  will  introduce  a 
measure  enabling  village  settlers,  if  they  so 
desire  it,  to  acquire  the  freehold  of  their  sec- 
tions at  the  expiration  of  five  years,  on  repay- 
ment to  the  Government  of  the  advances  made 
to  them  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  whole 
question  of  settlement  of  Crown  lands  was  now 
under  consideration,  and  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  of  considering  this  and  other 
equally-important  questions  at  a  later  period 
of  the  session. 

GHRISTCHURCH  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  take 
immediate  steps  so  as  to  provide  relief  for  the 
unemployed  of  Ghristchurch  and  suburbs,  in 
terms  of  their  petition  ?  It  was  represented  to 
him  that  this  matter  was  one  of  extreme  ur- 
gency. A  petition  signed  by  160  heads  of 
families  had  been  sent  up,  and  he  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  see  his  way  to 
give  some  relief  in  the  direction  indicated. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  question  of  pro- 
viding for  the  unemployed  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  various  Governments  for  a  number 
of  years  past,  and  unfortunately  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  give  Canterbury  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  amount  spent  in  relief  of  the  unem- 
ployed. During  the  last  two  or  three  days  he 
had  received  applications  on  behalf  of  the  un- 
employed from  a  number  of  districts,  and  he  had 
not  yet  had  time  to  consider  what  action  could 
be  taken.  A  good  deal  of  the  destitution  was 
oaused  by  want  of  care  in  selecting  recipients 
for  the  fund  for  the  unemployed.  A  number  of 
cases  had  come  imder  his  notice  in  which  mar- 
ried men  had  been  sent  into  the  country  on  relief- 
works,  and  the  money  that  should  have  gone 
to  the  support  of  their  families  had  gone  to  the 
publichouses  and  been  wasted,  and  theirTwives 
had  been  compelled  to  seek  charitable  relief  for 
themselves  and  children.  It  was  a  question 
that  required  a  great  deal  of  consideration,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  Government  from  being  imposed 
upon,  and,  while  he  had  no  intention  whatever 
of  dealing  in  the  least  degree  harshly  with  those 
seeking  relief,  yet  the  funds  of  the  colony  must 
be  carefully  guarded.  He  would  jnelke  in- 
quiries as  to  some  suitable  works  to  meet  the 
most  urgent  need  of  temporary  relief. 
Mr,  E.  H.  J.  Beeves 


LEGISLATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Government* 
Whether  they  will  take  such  steps  this  session 
as  may  be  found  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
assume  the  control  of  and  responsibility  for 
the  preparation  of  the  estimates  in  connection 
with  the  legislative  expenditure?  In  the  last 
Parliament  the  Government  had  always  dis- 
claimed any  responsibility  for  this  portion  of 
the  estimates,  and  he  hoped  that  that  anonoAly 
would  now  be  removed,  and  that  the  Gk>vam- 
ment  would  assume  the  responsibility  for  these 
estimates  as  well  as  others,  and  not  put  the 
House  in  the  position  in  which  it  was  put  by 
the  late  Government  of  having  to  deal  with  a 
portion  of  the  estimates  prepared  by  those  who 
were  not  responsible  to  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
aware,  it  had  always  been  the  custom  of  Par- 
liament to  deal  with  these  matters  itself.  The 
Government  were  no  doubt  responsible  in  the 
sense  of  bringing  down  these  estimates;  but 
they  were  usually  presented  to.  the  Government 
by  the  Speakers,  and  the  Government  pre- 
sented them  to  the  House  as  they  received 
them.  He  would  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
usual  procedure ;  and,  after  consultation  with 
Mr.  Speaker,  he  would  be  happy  to  inform 
the  House  of  what  the  Government  thought 
was  the  proper  course  to  pursue. 

WORKING-MEN'S  TRAINS. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  can  see  his  way  to  afford  6}>ecial 
facilities  to  working-men  to  travel  between 
towns  and  shipping  ports,  by  the  establishment 
of  working-men's  trains  at  reduced  rates,  or  by 
making  present  season-tickets  available  for  a 
certain  number  of  journeys  without  limit  as  to 
date?  The  facilities  he  asked  for  would  be 
very  much  appreciated  by  great  numbers  of 
working-men  throughout  the  colony,  as  it 
would  enable  them  to  follow  their  work  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  This  was  especially  felt  in 
his  own  district,  where  a  great  deal  of  the 
work  formerly  done  at  Port  Chalmers  was  now 
done  at  Dunedin,  and  numbers  of  working-men 
who  had  settled  at  Port  Chalmers  and  made 
their  homes  there  had  now  to  follow  their  work 
to  Dunedin.  They  found  that  the  system  of 
ordinary  single  tickets  handicapped  them  too 
heavily,  as  it  made  a  great  drain  on  their  wages. 
He  believed  the  same  hardship  was  felt  by 
many  who  had  to  go  for  work  from  Ghristchurch 
to  Lyttelton  or  vice  versa.  He  thought  these 
facilities  could  be  very  easily  afforded.  In 
some  cases  it  might  be  possible  to  have  special 
workmen's  trains,  but,  where  the  number  was 
not  sufficient  to  justify  that,  the  difficulty 
might  be  met  by  issuing  tickets  available  for  a 
certain  number  of  journeys  without  respect  to 
dates. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  did  not  thmk  the  num- 
ber who  would  use  such  trains  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  Government  in  running 
special  trains  for  workmen.  At  the  same  time 
he  would  consider  the  question  whether  it  was 
not  advisable  to  issue  workmen's  tickets  at  a 
cheap  rate,  or  to  issue  annual  tickets  to  be  used 
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whenever  occasion  required  for  working-men. 
He  would  coQsidei'  the  two  points,  and  later  on 
he  would  inform  the  House  of  the  result.  He 
was  himself  inclined  to  issue  return-tickets  at  a 
reduced  rate,  in  preference  to  the  plan  suggested 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  question. 

FLOGGING  BY  WARDERS. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  think  it  proper  that  the  duty  of 
administering  floggings  should  be  cast  on  prison 
warders;  and,  if  not,  whether  they  will  alter 
the  existing  regulations  on  the  subject  ?  This 
was  a  very  painful  subject  in  more  ways  than 
one.  It  might  be  admitted  that  flogging  must 
be  administered,  and  therefore  it  must  be 
administered  in  prisons;  but  the  particular 
grievance  to  the  cure  of  which  his  question  was 
directed  was  this :  Flogging  was  a  debasing 
and  bmtalising  thing  at  all  times,  and  the 
warders  felt  it  to  be  a  thing  which  involved  the 
loss  of  their  own  self-respect.  So  keenly  did 
they  feel  it  that,  to  his  own  knowledge,  in  two 
instances  they  had  preferred  leaving  the  ser- 
vice to  performing  the  duty;  and  popular 
feeling  was  entirely  with  them.  He  was  sure 
the  Government  would  be  glad  to  conserve 
the  self-respect  of  their  servants,  provided 
the  bonds  of  discipline  were  not  relaxed ;  and 
he  would  suggest  that  the  warders  be  allowed 
to  procure  substitutes  for  carrying  out  this 
part  of  their  duty.  He  believed  the  warders 
would  gladly  pay  for  a  substitute,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  extra  expense  to  the  Go- 
vernment. There  was  a  precedent  for  the 
proposed  substitution,  for,  as  he  understood,  in 
the  matter  of  hanging  convicts  the  execution 
of  the  sentence  of  the  law  was  part  of  the  duties 
of  the  Sheriff ;  but  it  was  not  on  record  that 
any  of  the  Sheriffs  ever  did  this  work.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  hanging  and  flogging  were 
mnch  the  same  as  regarded  the  person  who  did  it, 
and,  though  it  was,  of  course,  a  matter  of  taste, 
he  thought  that  he  would  rather,  if  he  had  to  ac- 
cept an  alternative,  hang  a  man  than  flog  him. 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  when  warders  en- 
tered the  prison  service  of  the  colony  they  knew 
perfectly  well  that  they  might  be  called  upon 
to  inflict  the  punishment  of  flogging.  It  was 
a  very  disagreeable  duty,  no  doubt,  but  there 
was  no  lack  of  applicants  for  employment  as 
warder.  The  sentence  of  flogging  was  not  very 
often  awarded,  and  only  upon  the  order  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Still,  he  knew  it 
was  a  task  very  much  dishked  by  warders,  and 
he  would  take  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and  if  he  could  see  any  way  to  relieve  the 
wurders  of  the  duty  he  would  be  happy  to  give 
it  consideration. 

POLICE  SUPERANNUATION  FUND. 
Dr.  FITCHETT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  propose  to  take  any  steps  to 
establish  the  police  superannuation  fund  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Police  Report  laid  before  the 
House  yesterday  ?  The  report  referred  to 
showed  a  very  laudable  desire  on  the  part 
ol  the  police  to  secure  provision  for  them- 
selves in  their  old  age,  without  cost  to  the 
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State,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  desire  which 
the  Government  would  be  glad  to  recognise 
and  assist.  He  knew  that  there  were  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  bringing  a  scheme  into 
practical  work ;  but,  in  view  of  the  advan- 
tage that  would  accrue  not  only  to  the  police 
but  also  to  the  Government,  he  trusted  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  endeavour  to  find 
some  means  whereby  when  a  constable  left  the 
service  he  would  not  find  himself  destitute. 
This  might  be  done  either  through  a  super- 
annuation fund  or  by  some  system  of  life  in- 
surance under  one  of  the  endowment  tables  of 
the  Government  Insurance  Department. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  the  Government  had 
the  matter  under  their  favourable  considera- 
tion at  present,  but  might  not  be  able  to  give 
effect  to  it  for  some  time ;  but  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  sec  him  later  on  he  would  in- 
form him  as  to  the  decision  of  the  Government. 

FORWOOD. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  What  steps  the  Government  intend  to 
take  in  the  case  of  Forwood,  the  absconding 
Auckland  solicitor?  This  person  was  once 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  one  of  the 
islands,  but  had  latterly  come  to  New  Zealand 
and  had  obtained  possession  of  £1,600  belonging 
to  the  Natives,  and  then  went  to  Melbourne. 
A  warrant  was  issued  under  the  authority  of 
the  late  Premier  for  the  arrest  of  this  man,  and 
he  was  arrested  in  Melbourne;  but  it  seemed 
that  he  was  taken  sick,  and  could  not  be 
brought  over.  He  had  been  sick  since  the  2drd 
November,  and  was  not  well  yet.  The  police- 
man sent  over  stayed  there  four  months,  and 
then  he  was  obliged  to  come  back.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  Forwood  was  doing  with  the 
money,  and  what  the  Government  mean  to  do. 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  Forwood  was  now 
on  bail,  to  come  up  when  called  upon — himself 
in  the  sum  of  £400,  and  William  Siddely  in  a 
like  amount.  The  Government  Medical  Officer 
at  Melbourne  had  reported  that  Forwood  was 
suffering  from  rheumatism  and  heart-disease, 
that  it  would  endanger  his  life  were  he  to  be 
removed  to  New  Zealand  in  his  present  state 
of  health,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  say 
when  he  would  be  fit  for  removal.  The  police 
authorities  of-  Victoria  would,  however,  com- 
municate with  the  police  of  New  Zealand  as 
soon  as  he  could  be  moved. 

ELECTIVE  GOVERNORS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Constitution 
Act,  whereby  future  Governors  of  New  Zealand 
may  be  elected  by  the  colonists  ?  This  ques- 
tion had  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  the 
suggestion  warmly  approved  by  the  electors  of 
his  and  other  constituencies  in  the  South  Island,, 
and  he  thought  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
the  proposal  might  be  embodied  in  the  statute 
law  of  the  colony.  Therefore  he  hoped  the  Pre- 
mier would  see  his  way  to  do  something.  If  not, 
he  himself  would  take  action  at  an  early  date. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  consider- 
able difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
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Assembly  had  power  to  pass  a  law  tinder  which 
the  GoveiTior  of  the  colony  might  be  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  colony.  Inquiries  were  being 
made  into  that  matter,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
full  information  he  would  take  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  to  the  House  what  the  decision 
was. 

SCHOOL-AGE. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
■Education,  Whether  he  is  still  of  opinion,  as 
he  was  on  the  25th  May  last,  that  children 
under  seven  years  of  age  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  the  State  schools  ?  After  what  fell  from 
the  Minister  of  Education  last  evening,  he 
should  have  been  anxious  to  introduce  the 
question  standing  in  his  name  with  a  few 
remarks;  but  he  had  no  wish  to  start  on  his 
parliamentary  course  by  being  called  to  order 
tor  introducing  debatable  matter  when  asking 
3,  question,  and  therefore  he  should  be  cautious 
in  putting  his  question ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  so 
surrounded — hedged  in — with  debatable  mat- 
ter that  it  was  difficult  to  avoid  a  breach  of 
the  rule.  However,  ho  might  say  that  the 
appointment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  East  to  the  portfolio  he  now  held 
had  already  created  in  the  minds  of  a  great 
number  of  the  electors  of  the  colony  a  very 
lively  desire  and  a  very  keen  interest  to  know 
the  precise  nature  of  the  opinions  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  education  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  FISHEB  felt  sure  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  no  desire  intentionally  to  misrepresent 
him.  His  answer  would  therefore,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  be  quite  courteous,  though  it  would 
be  none  the  less  emphatic.  He  did  not  on 
the  25th  May  last,  or  at  any  other  time,  use 
the  words  attributed  to  him  in  this  question. 
He  did  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  not 
in  the  interests  of  children  either  physically 
or  mentally  that  they  should  be  sent  to  school 
before  they  had  attained  the  age  of  seven  years, 
and  ho  expressed  that  opinion  on  the  authority, 
among  others,  of  the  late  President  Garfield, 
who,  coming  from  the  tow-path,  followed  out  a 
long  and  successful  scholastic  career,  crowning 
it  by  becoming  President  of  Hiram  College, 
one  of  the  first  colleges  of  America.  He  was 
not  unaware  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  medical 
men  in  England  that  it  was  not  injurious  to 
a  child  to  bo  sent  to  school  at  an  earlier  age 
than  seven  years ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
thero  was  the  strongly -expressed  opinion  of 
the  medical  men  of  Germany  that  it  was  very 
injurious.  However,  these  were  not  the  points 
raised  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  ques- 
tion. The  question  was,  whether  or  not  he 
said  on  the  25th  May  that  children  under  seven 
years  of  ago  ought  to  bo  excluded  from  the 
public  schools ;  and  as  an  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion he  would  read  the  few  remarks  which 
he  did  make  on  the  25th  May  upon  this  special 
point: — 

**In  1885  I  expressed  the  opinion  in  this 
House  that  we  ought  not  to  turn  our  State 
schools,  into  State  nurseries  by  attempting  to 
educate  children  of  five  years  of  age.  And  I 
do  not  claim  that  the  idea  is  at  all  original, 
Mc^or  Atkinson 


because  President  Garfield,  the  champion  of 
the  common-school  system  of  America,  said 
that,  as  far  as  his  own  children  were  con- 
cerned, none  of  them  should  enter  a  State 
school  until  it  had  put  seven  years  of  bone  and 
muscle  under  its  skin.  I  hold  that,  even  as 
regards  the  physical  and  mental  welfare  of  the 
children  themselves,  they  should  not  be  put  to 
school  before  they  are  seven  years  of  age.  But 
that  is  not  the  question  for  us  to  consider  now ; 
it  is  the  question  of  the  expenditure  that  con- 
cerns us." 

Those  were  the  words  he  used,  and  they 
embodied  his  own  private  view.  He  held  that 
they  did  not  fairly  bear  the  interpretation 
"  that  children  under  seven  years  of  age  ought 
to  be  excluded  from  the  State  schools."  He 
emphatically  disclaimed  ever  having  used  such 
words. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  answered  his  question.  He  asked  if  he  was 
still  of  the  same  opinion  as  when  he  used  those 
words.  He  did  not  want  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  repeat  his  exact  words.  He  heud  read 
all  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  just 
read,  and  he  maintained  that  if  the  English 
language  had  not  lost  its  usual  meaning  the 
honourable  gentleman's  words  as  recorded  in 
Hansard  bore  the  construction  that  he  had 
placed  on  them, — that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  whether  for  reasons  of 
expense  or  other  reasons,  children  should  be 
excluded  from  the  State  schools  until  they  had 
arrived  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
say  that  he  had  been  misrepresented ;  and  cer- 
tainly he  had  not  been  misrepresented  by 
him. 

The  motion,  not  being  seconded,  lapsed. 

CHINESE  POLL-TAX. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Government, 
If  it  is  their  intention  to  increase  the  poll-tax  on 
all  Chinese  arriving  in  the  colony  ?  The  matter 
was  of  great  importance ;  it  was  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  whole  of  the  Governments  of 
the  Australian  Colonies,  and  it  required  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  this  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  intention  of  raising  the  poll-tax  at  present. 
What  they  might  say  that  day  fortnight  he 
could  not  indicate. 

WELLINGTON-WAIRARAPA  ROLLING- 

STOGX. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  all  new  carriages  and 
trucks  required  on  the  Wellington-Wairarapa 
Railway  to  be  made  at  Pitone  workshops,  in- 
stead of  their  being  manufactured  at  Adding- 
ton  ?  There  were  timber  and  every  convenience 
for  manufacturing  trucks  at  Pitone,  and  there 
were  mechanics  walking  the  streets  of  Welling- 
ton unable  to  get  work,  and  why  this  work 
should  bo  taken  past  the  doors  of  the  Welling- 
ton workshops  to  Addington  he  could  not  make 
out.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  see  to  the  matter. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.] 


Firewood  for 


[HOUSE.] 


Locomoti/ves, 


67 


Mr.  MITCHELSON,  in  reply  to  this  ques- 
tion, might  say  that  he  had  received  similar 
complaints  from  Auckland.  He  had  caused 
inquiiy  to  be  made  to  ascertain  why  such  had 
been  the  case,  and  was  informed  that  it  was 
partly  owing  to  their  having  the  best  class  of 
machinery  and  the  best  facilities  for  manu- 
facturing the  articles  at  Addington.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  postpone  his  ques- 
tion for  a  week,  further  mquiries  should  be 
made. 

MORTGAGES  UNDER  LAND  TRANSFER 
ACT. 

Mr.  PELDWICK  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Land  Transfer  Act  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  distress  given  to  mortgagees  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  replied  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
the  honourable  gentleman's  question. 

SEALING. 

Mr.  PRATT  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
What  steps  he  has  taken,  and  intends  to  take, 
regarding  the  illegal  sealing  there  is  reason  to 
believe  has  been  going  on  at  the  Auckland  and 
Campbell  Islands  ?  In  asking  the  question  he 
desired  to  make  a  short  explanation,  and  felt 
bound  to  do  so  as  the  matter  was  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  Natives  and  half-castes  of  the 
South  Island.  It  would  be  remembered  that  a 
diort  time  ago  the  House  passed  a  measure  for 
the  protection  of  seals  on  certain  islands  be- 
longing to  New  Zealand.  When 'the  Natives 
and  hfiklf- castes  of  the  South  Island  became 
aware  of  that  law  they  respected  it  most  care- 
fully, and  had  continued  to  observe  it  up  to  the 
present  time.  By  the  papers  on  Thursday  he 
learned  that  a  New  Zealand  vessel  hod  reached 
Melbourne,  having  on  board  160  sealskins,  and 
it  was  alleged  that  that  vessel  had  visited 
Campbell  Island,  one  of  the  islands  referred  to. 
Supposing  the  ailegation  was  true,  ib  appeared 
tiiat  the  Europeans  who  had  passed  tlus  law 
were  the  very  first  to  break  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
hod  this  matter  under  consideration,  and,  if  it 
was  possible  to  pimish  the  person  who  had 
conmiitted  this  wrong,  he  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  Government  would 
do  everything  in  their  power  in  that  direction. 

FIREWOOD  FOR  LOCOMOTIVES. 
Mr.  M ARCHANT  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  he  will  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  burning  firewood  in  locomotives  on 
Government  railway-lines  running  wholly  or  in 
part  through  bush  districts  ?  He  would  point 
out  that  the  matter  was  of  very  great  import- 
ance to  bush- settlers.  If  firewood  were  burnt 
in  locomotives  passing  through  bush-districts 
the  settlers  would  have  the  means  of  earning 
some  very  acceptable  hard  cash  during  the 
early  years  of  their  residence  on  their  sections, 
and  it  would  also  help  them  to  clear  their  land 
of  timber.  Many  imaginary  difficulties  had 
■  been  raised  against  this  proposal;   but,  as  a 


matter  of  fact,  firewood  was  burnt  in  the  loco- 
motives running  between  Paikakariki  and  Long- 
bum.  No  fan  was  required  to  produce  an 
artificial  draft,  nor  was  any  alteration  in  the 
fire-boxes  needed  in  order  to  bum  wood.  So 
far  from  anything  of  the  sort  being  necessary,  it 
was  found  that  a  saving  could  be  efiected  by 
the  removal  of  the  fire-arch  necessary  when 
coal  was  burnt.  The  Manawatu  Railway  Com- 
pany reckoned  that  if  they  got  firewood  at  lOs. 
a  cord  it  would  be  cheaper  than  coal  at  18s.  6d. 
per  ton  ;  but  instead  of  having  to  pay  10s.  per 
cord  the^  got  it  for  78.  6d.,  and  this  resulted 
in  a  savmg  of  something  like  £300  a  year  on 
each  locomotive.  The  contract  price  for  the 
supply  of  coal  to  the  New  Plymouth  Railway, 
delivered  at  New  Plymouth  or  Waitara,  was 
27s.  6d.,  so  that  at  that  proportion  it  would  pay 
the  Government  to  give  148.  6d.  or  15s.  6d.  a 
cord  for  either  matai  or  kahikatea,  botii  of 
which  woods  were  burned  on  th^  Manawatu 
Railway.  But  all  over  Taranaki  there  was 
rata,  which  was  a  very  much  superior  firewood, 
and  it  could  be  delivered  at  10s.  per  cord  in 
many  places  alongside  the  railway-line.  This, 
he  thought,  showed  that  there  could  be  a  con- 
siderable saving  efiected  by  burning  firewood  on 
the  line,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  do  this, 
or  would,  at  all  events,  take  the  matter  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  promise  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  subject  should 
receive  careful  consideration. 

MINES  AND  LANDS  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
amalgamate  the  Mines  Department  with  that 
of  Lands,  and  to  abolish  the  former  as  a 
separate  department  ?  He  had  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  information  from  the  Government. 
The  Minister  perhaps  might  inform  him  that 
the  question  would  be  answered  when  the 
Government  brought  down  their  policy,  but  he 
might  say  that  there  was  an  uneasy  feeling  in 
the  minds  of  honourable  members  representing 
the  goldfields,  and  that  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  would  be  rather  a  long  time  to  wait.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  be  willing  to  answer 
the  question  at  once. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
amalgamate  the  two  departments  in  the  sense 
of  mixing  up  the  records  and  accounts,  but 
it  was  believed  that  the  two  departments  being 
put  under  and  controlled  by  one  Minister 
would  lead  to  more  strict  and  economical  ad- 
ministration. 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT. 
Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
amending  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  especially  with 
regard  to  giving  to  a  large  majority  of  the 
creditors  in  a  bankrupt  estate  the  power  to 
decide,  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be 
managed,  to  prevent  unnecessary  sacrifice  of 
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tho  same  ?  Ho  thought  it  must  be  within  the 
knowledge  of  many  members  that  consider- 
able dissatisfaction  existed  among  commercial 
men  in  regard  to  one  of  the  features  of  the 
present  Bankruptcy  Act.  He  referred  to  the 
power  whereby  a  few  creditors  having  a  very 
small  interest  in  the  estate  might  force  the 
estate  into  the  hands  of  the  Official  Assignee, 
and  thus  frustrate  the  wish  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  creditors  who  thought  it  might  be 
advantageously  managed  otherwise.  It  was 
thought  that  the  Act  might  with  advantage  be 
so  amended  that  a  majority  of  the  creditors, 
not  less  than  three-fourths  in  value,  should 
decide  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  present  Act. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  amendments  brought  before  the  late 
Government  in  connection  with  the  Bankruptcy 
Act,  and  these  were  under  consideration.  The 
present  Government  would  be  very  glad  indeed 
to  consider  whether  facilities  such  as  were 
mentioned  could  be  given  to  the  majority  of 
the  creditors  to  direct  the  course  of  adminis- 
tration of  bankrupt  estates.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  make  any  feasible  sugges- 
tion the  Government  would  consider  it,  and  if 
they  possibly  could  bring  in  such  a  Bill  they 
would  do  so,  but  he  was  rather  afraid  that 
pressure  of  other  business  would  prevent  that 
being  done  during  the  present  session. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS  AND 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  the  Government  intend  during  this 
session  to  reintroduce  the  Naval  and  Military 
Settlers*  and  Volunteers'  Land  Bill  of  last 
session,  with  a  view  of  giving  effect  to  the 
report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  claims  of  such  naval  and  military 
settlers  and  Volunteers  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  hod  much  plea- 
sure in  informing  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Grovemment  to 
reintroduce  the  Bill  during  the  session. 

RAILWAY-SIDINGS. 
Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  take  steps  to  abolish  the 
regulation  providing  for  annual  rentals  of  pri- 
vate railway  -  sidings  ?  He  might  say  that 
under  the  first  regulations  the  parties  for  whom 
sidings  were  made  had  to  guarantee  so  much 
traffic  per  annum.  That  regulation  was  super- 
seded by  another,  which  was  that  parties  who 
required  railway-sidings  should  pay  their  cost. 
A  short  time  ago  another  addition  to  that  was 
made,  to  the  effect  that  they  should  pay  an 
annual  rental  of  £50  in  towns  and  £25  outside 
towns.  That  by-law,  which  was  a  very  unwise 
one,  had,  no  doubt,  been  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  revenue ;  but  when  it 
was  considered  that  every  one  of  the  sidings 
was  a  feeder  to  the  railway,  and  that  private 
parties  had  expended  large  sums  of  money 
upon  them,  it  was  quite  obvious  that  they 
must  mean  a  considerable  amount  of  traffic. 
Mr,  Peacock 


There  was  a  strong  feeling  upon  this  question 
in  Otago.  In  some  instances  industries  had 
been  stifled  from  the  very  start  owing  to  the 
existence  of  this  last  regulation;  and  the 
owners  of  one  or  two  of  the  sidings  had  to 
allow  them  to  be  taken  away  rather  than  pay 
the  annual  rental.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  recognise  the  fact  that  the 
sidings  meant  a  large  amount  of  traffic  on  the 
railways,  and  would  see  that  it  was  undesirable 
that  revenue  in  the  shape  of  rentals  should  be 
insisted  upon,  because  to  insist  upon  that 
practically  meant  in  meoiy  cases  that  indus- 
tries could  not  be  carried  on,  and  that  conse- 
quently less  labour  must  be  employed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  abolish 
the  regulations  at  present,  but  they  would  con- 
sider the  question  whether  the  high  rentals 
might  not  be  reduced,  which  he  thought  was 
possible. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  move,  That 
this  House,  at  its  rising  this  evening,  adjourn  to 
Friday,  the  28th  October,  at  half-past  seven 
p.m.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me,  after  all  the 
discussion  on  this  subject  we  have  had,  and  the 
reiterated  arguments  which  have  been  used,  to 
dwell  upon  the  matter  now.  I  simply  ask  the 
House,  on  the  grounds  already  stated,  to  agree 
to  the  adjournment.  The  time  I  propose  is 
very  reasonable,  very  limited  in  fact,  and  it 
will  certainly  take  the  Government  all  that 
time  to  prepare  their  policy.  I  am  sorry  we 
have  lost  a  day,  for  I  had  reckoned  upon  this 
as  one  of  the  days  to  be  devoted  to  preparing 
their  policy,  and  it  may  render  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  deliver  the  Financial  Statement 
on  the  Friday.  If  possible,  I  will  not  be  later 
thaji  the  Friday ;  but  it  is  very  possible  now 
that  the  Statement  cannot  be  delivered  till  tho 
Tuesday.  I  shall  do  my  best  to  deliver  it  on 
Friday,  but  I  want  the  House  distinctly  to  un- 
derstand that  I  make  no  pledge  to  that  effect. 
I  give  my  word  that  I  will  do  my  best  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  KERR.— Why  not  say  Tuesday?  I  do 
not  see  the  need  of  coming  back  for  Friday,  be- 
cause we  should  then  adjourn  until  Tuesday. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  quite  willing  to 
accept  the  amendment  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  suggested. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  do  not  understand  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  have  expected 
to  have  to-day,  when  yesterday  morning  we 
were  discussing  the  question  of  bringing  in  the 
Imprest  Supply  Bjll  and  the  Deficiency  Bills 
Bill.  It  was  understood  that  these  Bills  would 
be  gone  on  with  to-day,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers gave  notice  of  questions  and  all  business 
was  postponed  until  to-day  on  the  full  under- 
standing that  the  House  would  sit  to-day. 
How  the  honourable  gentleman  calculated 
on  having  to-day,  unless  he  refrained  from 
giving  information  which  the  House  had  a 
right  to  expect,  I  cannot  understand.  He 
never  told  the  House  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  endeavour  to  end  the  proceedings  yes- 
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terday.  I  do  not  think  any  honourable  mem- 
ber on  this  side  of  the  House  had  a  notion 
that  fiuch  was  the  case.  Now,  in-regard  to  the 
question  itself,  I  have  to  sa^  that  I  do  not 
consider  a  fortnight  a  long  tmie  to  prepare  a 
Financial  Statement,  aod  so  far  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  proposition  to  allow  time  be- 
fore the  Financial  Statement  is  brought  down. 
But  I  do  consider  it  most  unusual,  most 
unwarrantable,  and  a  senseless  waste  of  time 
that  the  rest  of  the  business  of  the  House 
should  be  postponed  in  order  to  enable  the 
honourable  member  to  shut  himself  up  in  a 
room  to  prepare  this  Financial  Statement, 
when  the  proceedings  of  the  House  might  go 
on  if  we  have  on  those  benches  a  Government 
of  ordinary  ability.  There  is  no  concealing 
the  fact  that  it  has  constantly  been  the  case 
for  the  last  five-and-twenty  years  that  at  the 
time  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  bringing  down 
his  Financial  Statement  he  was  a  great  deal 
absent  from  the  House ;  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  parallel,  tbat  I  can  remember 
now,  in  which  a  Government  has  asked  for  the 
entire  cessation  of  business  because  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  had  to  be  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing his  Budget.  And,  when  I  look  at  the 
Order  Paper  and  find  seventy  Bills  upon  it 
— I  think  I  am  right  in  the  number — for  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  when  I  look  at 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  am  told  that 
there  is  some  legislation  beyond  the  ques- 
tions involved  in  the  Financial  Statement 
which  it  is  imperative  to  go  on  with,  or  at  any 
rate  necessary,  I  cannot  understand  why  we 
should  be  asked  to  consent  to  this  postpone- 
ment. Sir,  one  of  three  things  is  obviously  the 
case :  either  it  is  asked  for  political  reasons, 
or  it  is  asked  because  the  honourable  member 
has  not  a  Government  upon  those  benches 
sufficiently  strong  or  sufficiently  reliable  to 
undertake  the  business  of  the  House  in  his 
absence.  Judging  from  the  nice  way  in  which 
the  various  members  of  the  Government  have 
answered  the  questions  this  morning,  I  should 
hope  that  it  is  not  because  of  the  weakness  of 
the  Government  tbat  we  are  asked  to  consent 
to  this  delay.  And  I  certainly  hope  that  it  is 
not  on  account  of  any  want  of  confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  head  of  the  Government  in  those 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  has  associated  him- 
self. Then,  is  it  for  a  political  reason  ?  Is  it 
with  the  idea  that  during  the  interval  oppor- 
tunities may  occur  of  strengthening  the  party  ? 
It  is  useless  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  find  fault  with  my  reference  to  some  of 
his  colleagues  last  night.  I  referred  to  the 
public  careers  of  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
and  I  had  a  full  right  to  make  the  refer- 
ences I  did.  As  I  do  not  go  into  private 
matters,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  find 
that  it  is  quite  useless  to  inform  us  as  to 
what  is  his  idea  of  good  taste.  I  cannot  help 
referring  to  what  was  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's course  of  action  on  entering  into  a  new 
Government  on  a  former  occasion.  Then  he 
had  not  so  pliant  a  House  as  now  to  deal  with. 
He  was  not  then  able  to  ask  for  an  adjourn- 
ment for  two  or  three  weeks.   What  he  did  was 


by  a  clever  contrivance  to  evade  allowing  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  to  be  brought  forward  for, 
I  think,  fourteen  or  seventeen  days.  I  will  not 
pledge  myself  to  the  exact  number  of  days. 
And  suddenly  one  day  it  was  announced  that 
the  want-of -confidence  motion  could  be  brought 
on  as  soon  as  honourable  members  liked.  On 
the  previous  day  four  gentlemen,  as  a  matter 
of  history,  suddenly  changed  their  minds,  and 
determined  to  become  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment —  gentlemen  who  had  previously  been 
pronounced  oppositionists.  Is  it  the  hope  of 
tho  honourable  gentleman  to  repeat  that  coup  9 
1  think  that  the  feat  is  a  hopeless  one,  and 
no  fear  of  its  being  successful  compels  me 
to  protest— as  I  do  most  strongly — against 
the  proposed  adjournment.  I  shall  not  ask 
the  House  to  divide  upon  the  question,  be- 
cause the  honourable  gentleman  has  cleverly 
contrived  to  obtain  the  promises  of  honourable 
members,  who  were  not  exactly  aware  of  the 
usual  way  in  which  these  things  are  managed, 
to  support  the  Government  until  the  Financial 
Statement  should  be  brought  down,  I  believe 
on  the  condition  that  the  time  should  not  be 
longer  than  three  weeks.  It  must  be  said  that 
to  ask  for  such  a  pledge  is  undignified  and 
imusual — undignified,  because  gentlemen  form- 
ing a  Government  should  ask  for  something 
more  than  an  assurance  for  three  weeks,  and 
that  it  is  unusual  goes  without  saying.  But  evi- 
dently the  idea  which  prevailed  was  that  it  was 
the  usual  thing  to  bring  down  the  policy  vfith. 
the  Financial  Statement.  That  is  a  very  mis- 
chievous idea.  Even  if  it  be  the  case  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  on  the  present  occa- 
sion is  crystallized  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
it  certainly  would  not  be  a  convenient  thing  to 
assume  that  that  is  the  usual  position.  The 
usual  practice  is  to  fully  ventilate  the  policy 
under  which  a  Government  is  going  into  office, 
and  not  to  manufacture  a  policy  by  consulting 
the  wishes  of  honourable  members,  who  ought 
to  be  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Grovemment 
before  taking  office.  Such  a  principle  is  ex- 
ceedingly objectionable,  and  the  more  objec- 
tionable on  the  part  of  a  gentleman  willing  to 
take  any  position,  from  the  command  of  the 
ship  to  the  smallest  office  in  the  management 
of  the  vessel.  Those  honourable  members  who 
undertook  to  support  the  Government  until  the 
Statement  was  brought  down  could  not  have 
had  it  in  their  minds  tliat  the  rest  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  was  to  be  suspended.  At 
any  rate,  it  does  not  appear  from  what  I  have 
learned  from  the  papers — I  need  scarcely  say 
that  I  was  not  present.  Here  we  are  brought 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  has  been  entrapped  into  promising  their 
support  to  the  Government  until  the  Financial 
Statement  is  brought  down,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  taking  advantage  of  that  to  sus- 
pend the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  at  a  time  so  late  in  tho  year,  when 
there  are  many  reasons  why  it  should  be  pushed 
on  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  say  to  the  honour-  ■ 
able  member  that  the  feeling  will  be  universal 
throughout  the  coimtry  that  this  is  a  gross 
waste  of  time,  a  gross  waste  of  money,  a  most 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


70 


Adjournment, 


[HOUSE.]  Adjournment. 


[Oct.  1 


extravagant  proceeding,  and  we  are  not  perform- 
ing our  duty  by  refusing  to  proceed  with  the 
ordinary  business  while  the  Statement  is  being 
prepared.  I  throw  upon  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  sole  responsibility  of  this.  I  do  not 
blame  those  honourable  members  who  have  been 
entrapped  by  him,  because  they  did  not  know 
what  they  were  doing.  Since  I  do  not  propose 
to  divide  the  House,  I  say,  on  behalf  of  my- 
self and,  I  believe,  a  great  many  others  in  this 
House,  that  we  allow  this  adjournment  under 
the  strongest  possible  protest,  because  it  is  in- 
advisable, unusual,  and  a  wrong  to  the  colony. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  desirable  to  refer 
to  other  matters.  I  only  say  that  we  are  ad- 
journing under  very  exceptional  circumstances. 
The  honourable  member  must  not  assume  that 
the  personnel  of  the  Government  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  House.  It  is  open  to  the  House 
to  decide  not  only  whether  it  approves  of  the 
policy  of  the  Qovemment,  but  also  whether  it 
approves  of  the  personnel  of  the  Grovemment. 
The  honourable  member  is  awajre  that  the 
division  last  night  did  not  turn  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  number  of  Ministers  or  the  approval 
of  Ministers,  and  was  brought  down  without 
notice.  We  shall  have  other  opportunities  of 
judging  as  to  that.  It  was  thought  better  not 
to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  last  even- 
ing ;  therefore  it  is  still  open  to  the  House  to 
consider  it, — also,  as  I  have  said,  the  personnel 
of  the  Government.  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  further,  beyond  recording  the  protest  I 
have  already  expressed. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  believe  it  must  be  a  mis- 
understanding to  suppose  that  the  object  of  the 
Premier  is  merely  to  come  dovni  with  a  simplo 
policy  of  retrenchment.  I  know  that  impression 
prevails  in  the  minds  of  many  honourable  mem- 
bers. It  is  not  in  my  mind.  I  cannot  for 
one  moment  believe  that  the  House  would  be 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight  merely  in  order  that 
the  Government  might  meet  in  a  private  room 
and  cut  down  the  figures  on  these  estimates. 
I  should  have  been  very  glad  if  the  Premier  had 
stated  more  clearly  what  his  purpose  was  la 
asking  for  so  long  a  recess,  because  it  would 
have  saved  any  misapprehension  on  that  point. 
What  is  our  main  object  in  meeting  in  this 
Parliament  at  the  present  moment  ?  It  is  not 
merely  to  cut  down  expenses.  That  is  only 
a  portion  of  the  duty  we  have  undertaken. 
Our  duty  is  to  extricate  the  country  from  the 
tmfortunato  position  in  which  it  has  been 
placed  by  misgovemment  on  the  part  of  those 
who  have  held  power  during  the  last  ten  years. 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  late  Government  being 
responsible  for  the  present  depression.  Those 
who  preceded  them  are  responsible  in  even  a 
larger  degree.  They  resisted  all  attempts  to 
effect  reduction  of  expenditure,  and  they  re- 
sisted all  attempts  at  limiting  our  loans — they 
resisted  those  attempts  even  more  strenuously 
than  the  late  Government  resisted  them.  That 
being  the  purpose  which  we  have  in  view,  the 
question  is.  How  shall  we  best  extricate  the 
colony  from  its  present  difficulties  ?  I  do  not 
think  there  are  many  honourable  members 
who  believe  that  the  colony  can  be  extricated 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


from  its  difficulties  simply  by  cutting  down  the 
estimates.  That  seems  the  mere  A  B  0  of  the 
thing,  mere  child's-play.  There  is  no  states- 
manship, no  great  thought,  required  in  that. 
Half  a  dozen  ordinary  clerks  conversant  with 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  administration  can  do 
that  quite  as  well  as  a  half-dozen  statesmen 
placed  by  us  upon  those  benches.  A  policy  con- 
fined to  that  is  a  mean  and  parsimonious  policy. 
I  thoroughly  sympathize  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  who  called  it  a  "cold- 
blooded policy."  I  do  not  believe  for  one  mo- 
ment that  the  honourable  gentlemen  sitting  on 
those  benches  will  consider  they  are  doing  their 
duty  or  doing  credit  to  themselves  by  merely 
taking  up  that  portion  of  the  policy  they  wiU 
have  to  adopt.  There  are  two  ways  of  reducing 
the  expenditure,  and  it  is  the  choice  between 
these  two  ways  that  makes  a  large  allowance 
due  to  the  Government  in  taking  time  for 
consideration.  Merely  cutting  down  items  of 
the  estimates  would  be  child's-play ;  but  it  i8 
for  them  also  to  consider  whether  they  cannot 
reconstruct  the  system  of  government  and  re- 
duce the  expenses,  while  still  allowing  to  all  a 
fair  day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work.  Instead  of 
parsimoniously  cutting  down  individual  items, 
cannct  they,  by  putting  their  heads  together 
for  a  fortnight,  so  reconstruct  our  system  as  to 
enable  half  the  present  number  of  members  of 
this  House  to  do  its  business,  half  the  present 
nimiber  of  members  to  do  the  business  of  the 
other  Chamber,  and  four  or  five  Ministers  to  do 
the  work  now  done  by  seven  or  eight  ?  I  be- 
lieve it  is  quite  possible  to  accomplish  these 
reforms.  I  hope  they  will  take  them  into  con- 
sideration, because  there  has  been  no  more 
earnest  supporter  of  the  policy  of  reducing  the 
number  of  members  than  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation. I  have  heard  him  on  more  than  one 
occasion  make  it  a  cardinaJ  point  in  his  politi- 
cal creed,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  will 
not,  now  that  he  has  been  transferred  to  those 
benches,  forget  the  policy  he  has  laid  so  much 
stress  upon  when  in  another  portion  of  this 
House.  It  behoves  us,  too,  to  consider  the 
causes  of  the  present  depression,  for  those 
causes  show  that  it  is  not  merely,  a  passing 
depression,  and  therefore  that  no  temporary  re- 
trenchment will  meet  it.  It  is  not  a  depression 
so  much  as  the  reversion  to  a  normal  condi- 
tion of  affairs — a  coming-back  which  was  in- 
evitable as  soon  as  we  ceased  to  borrow  large 
sums  of  money,  and  were  compelled  to  remit 
from  tlae  colony  largo  sums  either  in  money  or 
in  produce  to  meet  the  interest  on  an  external 
debt.  There  is  the  great  cause  of  the  depres- 
sion. Many  honourable  members  have  known 
that  so  soon  as  we  ceased  to  borrow  large 
sums  of  money  our  imports  must  fall  off,  and 
that  with  the  falling- off  of  our  imports  there 
must  be  a  large  decrease  in  our  trade  and  re- 
venue, and  that  then  difficulties  would  arise* 
which  would  require  a  large  and  statesmanlike 
grasp  to  meet  them.  The  low  prices  of  our 
produce  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account,, 
and  there  is  no  reason,  unfortunately,  to  sup- 
pose that  there  is  a  prospect  of  immediate 
improvement.    But,  whether  they  improve  or 
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not,  the  main  facts  will  remain,  and  those  facts 
will  claim  the  most  earnest  consideration  of 
honourable  members.  There  are  many  new 
members  here  now,  I  am  happy  to  see.  The 
old  parliamentary  hacks  will  not  have  entire 
control  of  the  House,  as  they  had  for  years, 
but  we  have  a  very  large  proportion  of  new 
members.  I  earnestly  urge  them  to  realise  that 
we  are  not  now  going  through  a  merely  tem- 
porary depression,  but  that  we  are  reverting  to 
a  normal  condition  of  affairs — a  return  that 
was  inevitable  when  we  ceased  to  export  mil- 
lions of  debentures.  That  export  has  ceased, 
and  so,  necesseurily,  our  imports  have  decreased, 
and  necessarily  our  revenue  suffers,  and  trade 
must  be  depressed.  That  is  the  position  of 
the  colony  at  the  present  moment — a  position 
for  which  we  are  ourselves  to  blame,  and  a 
position  which  with  ordinary  foresight  we  could 
nave  anticipated.  Now,  retrenchment  alone,  I 
firmly  believe,  however  necessary  it  may  be — 
and  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
— retrenchment  alone  will  merely  intensify  this 
depression.  Instead  of  removing  the  evils 
under  which  we  are  suffering  it  must  alone 
increase  them.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  it  is 
not  merely  a  question  of  retrenchment,  but 
that  you  will  have  to  revise  the  whole  fiscal 
system  ;  and  to  the  undertaking  of  that  duty  X 
hope  the  Government  is  going  to  devote  itself 
for  the  next  fortnight.  Taxation  must  be 
fairly  distributed.  We  shall  have  to  consider 
how  far  we  can  regulate  that  taxation  so  as  to 
encourage  to  a  just  extent  and  to  stimulate  our 
home  enterprifie  by  promoting  all  possible  local 
industries.  That  is  a  great  question  which  can- 
not be  shirked ;  it  is  greater  even  as  far  as  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  concerned,  it  is 
more  intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  than  any  cutting-down  of  ex- 
penses. Another  reason  why  that  question 
should  not  be  shirked  is  this  :  While  there 
is  uncertainty  as  to  what  will  be  done  our  trade 
must  be  injuriously  affected.  Whether  we  are 
to  adopt  a  system  of  protection  of  native  in- 
dustries or  not,  it  is  urgently  necessary  that 
the  subject  should  be  decided  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  The  longer  the  question  remains 
unsettled  the  longer  will  trade  remain  unsettled 
in  all  branches,  all  calculations  be  interfered 
with,  and  a  severe  check  bo  given  to  all  enter- 
prise. Another  large  question  which  will  have 
to  be  settled  in  the  revision  of  our  fiscal 
system  is  that  of  substituting  a  land-tax 
based  on  its  unimproved  value,  and  an  in- 
come-tax, for  the  property-tax.  That  ques- 
tion cannot  be  shirked  in  any  revision  of 
our  fiscal  system  to  be  undertaken  during  the 
next  fortnight.  The  Premier  has  a  number  of 
honourable  gentlemen  with  him  now  who  are 
pledged  to  that.  He,  no  doubt,  has  a  strong 
leaning  to  the  property- tax,  as  his  own  pet 
child;  but  it  has  never  been  regarded  with 
favour  by  Parliament  generally.  It  has  always 
been  felt  to  be  a  mere  temporary  expedient, 
and  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  replaced  by  a  tax 
on  land  that  will  leave  improvements  free,  and 
an  income-tax.  I  hope  the  Financial  Statement 
will  have    something    to   say  on  that  point. 


Then,  again,  it  is  urgent  that  the  question  of 
land-settlement  should  be  dealt  with,  and 
either  settlement  be  continued  on  the  lines 
the  late  Government  laid  down,  or  some  better 
lines,  if  possible,  be  adopted.  That  something 
should  be  done  is  imperative.  There  is  a 
large  want  of  employment  among  the  popula- 
tion of  the  towns,  and  petitions  are  con- 
stantly coming  to  this  House.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  clear  the  overcrowded  ranks 
of  labour  it  must  be  done  by  giving  people 
every  possible  facility  for  settling  on  the  land, 
for,  depend  on  it,  if  that  be  not  done,  we  shall 
have  to  make  a  very  much  increased  pro- 
vision for  charitable  aid.  The  main  question 
which  the  people  expect  to  be  settled  before  this 
Parliament  disperses  is,  however,  the  question 
of  protection  of  native  industries.  We  shall 
necessarily  have  a  large  gap  created  in  our 
commerce  by  the  falling-off  in  the  imports. 
How  are  we  going  to  fill  that  gap?  Are  we 
not  to  make  an  effort  to  do  so  by  encouraging 
in  every  possible  way  those  who  desire  to  esta- 
blish manufactures  in  the  colony,  and  those 
who  desire  to  get  new  products  from  the  soil 
of  the  country  ?  Are  we  not  to  assist  those 
who  wish  to  stimulate  industry  by  increasing 
the  products  of  the  sea  ?  All  these  things  have 
to  be  considered  by  the  Government,  and  I 
hope  that  when  we  meet  again  we  shall  have  a 
wise  policy  brought  down,  one  well  thought  out 
and  well  matured.  If  that  be  the  cause,  as  I 
understand,  of  asking  for  so  long  a  recess,  I 
do  not  think  any  one  can  object.  It  will  be  a 
fortnight  well  spent  if  the  Government  take 
these  great  questions  in  hand.  They  have 
in  keeping  not  only  their  own  seats,  which 
all  Governments  are  supposed  to  consider 
their  first  object,  but  they  have  in  keeping 
in  an  unusual  and  unprecedented  manner 
the  honour  and  reputation  of  this  Parlia- 
ment. Past  Parliaments  have  not  esimed 
the  confidence  of  the  country.  The  cry  has 
been  for  new  blood,  —  that  cry  has  been 
heard  from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Bluff. 
The  reason  is  that  we  have  not  succeeded  in 
managing  public  affairs  in  a  manner  to  win 
the  full  confidence  of  the  people.  There  are 
now  numbers  of  new  men  in  the  House. 
They  cannot  go  back  to  their  constituents  and 
we,  the  older  members,  dare  not  go  back  to  our 
constituents  and  tell  them  we  have  loft  affairs 
in  the  shameful  muddle  and  mess  they  have 
been  allowed  to  drift  into  in  the  past.  Tliere- 
fore  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  colony,  and  its  authority  with 
the  people,  are  exceptionally  in  the  hands  of 
Ministers ;  and  unless  they  devote  themselves 
to  these  lar^^er  questions  with  an  earnest  desire 
that  they  should  be  solved,  and  a  resolute  in- 
tention that  they  shall  be  solved  during  this 
session,  we  shalfmake  a  very  poor  figure  when 
we  return  to  our  districts.  I  am  confident 
there  is  too  much  patriotism  in  the  House  to 
allow  of  such  a  result.  I  am  confident  that 
when  we  meet  again  we  shall  meet  with  a 
determination  that  the  various  large  questions 
which  demand  settlement  shall  be  faced ;  and 
I  have  an  earnest  hope  that  we  shall  find  the 
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Government  ready  to  meet  us,  and  to  make 
wise  and  statesmanlike  proposals  to  that  end. 
These  being  my  views,  I  certainly  do  not 
think  a  fortnight  too  long,  and  for  my  part 
shall  very  gladly  help  the  Qovemment  to 
obtain  the  necessary  adjournment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  must  enter  my  protest 
against  so  long  an  adjournment  being  granted. 
1  would  remind  the  older  members  of  what 
occurred  on  the  1st  of  June  last,  when  the 
present  Premier,  who  was  then  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  informed  us  that  it  wa>s  im- 
perative the  new  House  should  meet  by  the  1st 
of  September,  and  a  motion  was  tabled  which 
had  the  support  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  that  object.  He  stated  then  to  the  House 
that  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in  such  a 
state  that  if  Parliament  did  not  meet  by  that 
time  the  results  would  be  disastrous  to  the 
country.  Now,  after  the  House  has  met  at  as 
early  a  period  as  it  was  possible  to  meet,  we 
find  that  the  honourable  gentleman  still  wishes 
for  further  delay  for  dealing  with  this  question 
of  finance.  We  find  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man last  session,  speaking  of  the  time  for  the 
reassembling  of  Parliament,  said, — 

"  That  seems  to  be  our  first  duty ;  and  I  do 
trust  the  House  will  determine  to-night  upon 
the  time  when  this  Act  shall  be  brought  into 
force  —  that  they  will  determine  that  three 
months  from  now  is  a  reasonable  time  for 
that ;  and  then  we  tell  the  Government  that 
so  soon  as  this  Act  becomes  law,  or  so  soon 
as  we  have  a  distinct  pledge  from  them  that 
the  Act  shall  be  brought  into  operation  and 
Parliament  brought  back  by  the  1st  Sep- 
tember '* — 

Here  we  have  the  honourable  gentleman 
saying  that  it  was  imperative  that  the  House 
should  meet  and  deal  with  this  question  of 
finance  by  the  1st  September ;  but  now,  when 
the  House  has  met  and  wishes  to  go  on  with 
the  business,  the  honourable  gentleman  comes 
down  and  proposes  that  we  should  adjourn 
until  the  2nd  November.  I  say  that  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  and  the  position  he  took  up  when  he  asked 
for  a  speedy  meeting  of  the  House  to  consider 
this  question  of  finance  are  not  consistent. 
We  know  full  well,  or  at  least  I  do,  that  it  is 
not  the  first  time  that  postponements  of  this 
kind  have  taken  place.  I  was  here  in  the  Par- 
liament of  1879,  £U>d  I  know  that  it  was  a  disas- 
trous thing  to  the  colony  when  there  was  an  ad- 
journment for  a  fortnight,  or  rather  when  there 
was  a  delay  In  proceeding  with  the  business  of 
the  House  for  a  fortnight  until  certain  gentle- 
men entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Government  whereby  the  colony  paid  some- 
thing like  a  quarter  of  a  million.  That  was 
the  result  of  placing  the  finance  of  the  colony 
on  a  sound  footing  then,  and  I  hope  that  is 
not  going  to  be  repeated.  I  hope  that  my 
honourable  friend  will  give  us  a  distinct  pledge 
that  no  arrangement  will  be  made  such  as  that. 
I  have  here  a  note  in  my  pocket-book  of  what 
occurred  in  1879,  and  I  find  the  following — it 
is  an  historical  fact  that  this  was  done  :  "  We, 
the  undersigned,  whose  names  are  hereto 
Mr,  Moss 


attached,  agree  and  pledge  ourselves  to  support 
the  present  Government  for  this  session  on  all 
Government  questions,  or  on  any  question  on 
which  the  life  of  the  Government  is  at  stake." 
It  is  signed  by  four  gentlemen  then  members 
of  this  House.  I  have  the  remainder  of  the 
document,  signed  by  the  Premier ;  but,  for  rea- 
sons best  known  to  myself,  I  will  not  give  the 
remainder.  But  I  do  think  it  would  be  well 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  give  to  the 
House  a  pledge  that  there  shall  be  no  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind  entered  into  now.  If  we 
have  an  assurance  to  that  effect  we  may  grant 
the  postponement  he  has  asked  for.  But 
I  wish  to  say  that  there  are  many  important 
matters  affecting  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the 
country  that  could  be  dealt  with  during  the 
next  fortnight  without  at  all  Interfering  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  preparation  of  the 
Financial  Statement,  or  preventing  Ministers 
from  considering  the  policy  they  may  wish  to 
bring  down.  However,  some  honourable  menu- 
hers  have  left  under  the  impression  that  the 
fortnight  was  to  be  granted,  and  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  anything  I  can  say  will  affect  the 
position  ;  but  I  must  enter  my  protest  against 
this  needless  waste  of  public  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  am  ane  of  those  un- 
fortunate individuals  who  must  live  in  Wel- 
lington till  the  session  ends,  because  I  have 
meide  my  arrangements  to  attend  to  the  business 
of  those  I  represent,  and  under  no  considera- 
tions whatever  would  I  be  found  absent  when  a 
vote  is  passed  that  is  necessary  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  I  represent.  I  say  distinctly — 
and  I  think  most  honourable  members  will  agree 
with  me — that  if  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  bring  down  within  a  reasonable  time,  say  a 
fortnight,  their  policy,  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  I  do  not  pledge 
mj'self  in  any  way  or  in  any  form  to  support 
any  proposal  they  may  bring  down  ;  but  I  say 
this  :  Seeing  the  large  number  of  young  mem- 
bers forming  this  Ministiy,  they  have  a  right 
to  some  little  consideration  ;  and,  moreover,  I 
think  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  that  we 
should  extend  this.  If  a  retrenchment  scheme 
is  brought  down  of  a  drastic  character,  such  as 
has  been  indicated  by  some  of  the  Premier's 
colleagues,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country  or  not.  It  all  de- 
pends upon  the  manner  in  which  that  honour- 
able gentleman  deals  with  the  matter.  If  it  is 
to  be  done  properly  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  not  only  attack  the  Governor,  but  also 
the  Judges  of  the  land  and  others  drawing 
high  salaries.  Honourable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  say  that  the  working- 
men  must  be  reduced,  because  6s.  is  worth  as 
much  as  10s.  was  a  short  time  ago.  If  that  is 
so,  why  should  not  the  same  doctrine  be  applied 
not  only  to  the  Judges,  but  to  every  man  in 
the  country  who  draws  a  high  salary  from  the 
Treasury  ?  I  suppose  we  shall  have  to  wait  for 
the  Financial  Statement  before  we  find  what 
sacrifices  the  present  Government  are  going  to 
make ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  going  to  be  so  much  retrenchment  as 
some  people  think.    One  of  the  members  of  the 
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QoTommeot  mdicated  last  night  or  the  night 
before  that  within  a  fortnight  they  were  going 
to  turn  the  departments  of  the  country  upside 
down ;  but  do  yon  know  I  am  going  to  say  that 
before  a  fortnight  has  ended,  or  three  weeks 
passed  away,  the  departmental  institutions  of 
the  country  will  turn  these  gentlemen  upside 
down.  Of  course  I  am  not  a  prophet,  but  I 
believe  that  what  I  have  said  will  be  found  to 
be  correct.  What  do  most  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  know  about  the  departmental  insti- 
tutions of  the  country?  NoUiing  more  than 
they  have  been  told  since  they  have  been  in 
office.  But  for  such  reckless  statements  on 
the  part  of  one  of  the  Ministers  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  speak  at  all.  As  to  the 
tariff,  I  hope  that  the  Government  will  deal 
with  that  in  the  interests  of  the  country.  I 
must  say  this,'  and  I  said  it  on  the  platform  at 
Sydenham 1  see  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man over  there  laughs ;  but  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  stand  here  and  say  that  I  do  represent  the 
people  of  Sydenham,  and  try  to  do  my  best  to 
represent  their  interests,  and,  seeing  that  they 
are  about  the  largest  industrial  population  in 
the  colony,  I  cannot  see  where  the  laugh  comes 
in.  Well,  I  will  say  no  more.  What  I  was 
about  to  say  was  this:  I  believe  the  present 
Government  will — as  I  should  call  it— evade  the 
most  important  question.  Now,  last  night  I 
unfortunately  did  not  deal  with  the  Governor's 
Speech.  All  I  can  say  is  that  there  were 
omissions  there  which  I  was  very  sorry  for, 
and  one  of  them  was  this :  I  thought  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  been  appointed 
Minister  of  Lands  would  have  indicated  that 
a  sum  of  at  least  £5,000  would  be  placed  on 
the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Borough  of  Sydenham  to  obtain  a  recreation- 
ground.  That  was  entirely  omitted  ;  and  when 
you  recollect  that  we  have  a  population  of 
at  least  half  what  the  City  of  Wellington  has, 
and  that  we  have  no  expenditure  there,  at 
least  no  Government  expenditure,  and  when 
you  look  round  and  see  the  enormous  sums 
being  spent  here,  I  think  it  is  nearly  time  that 
retrenchment  should  be  brought  about,  and  in 
places  where  they  can  afiord  it. 

Mr.  PEBCEVAL.  —  The  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Sydenham  seem  to  have 
amused  a  great  many  honourable  members, 
but  they  have  rather  filled  me  with  dismay, 
because  they  remind  me  that  instead  of  sitting 
here  for  the  next  fortnight  I  am  going  to  pay  a 
visit  to  my  constituents,  and  I  know  what  my 
constituents  will  say  to  me.'  They  will  ask  me 
what  is  the  reason  of  this  adjournment,  and 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  say  anything  further 
than  that  I  entered  my  protest  against  the 
adjournment ;  and  the  reason  I  protest  against 
this  adjournment  is  this :  that  we  have  no  indi- 
cation of  the  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
Speech  from  the  Throne  gives  us  no  policy  at 
all.  The  Government  cannot  claim  a  monopoly 
of  retrenchment.  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
when  the  Premier  brings  down  his  proposals 
for  retrenchment  he  will  find  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  him  will  uige  him 
to   go   still   further   than   he   will   have   the 


courage  to  go.  But  the  reason  I  think  that 
this  statement  is  unsatisfactory  is  that  it  gives 
no  indication  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
on  two  most  important  questions  which  have 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  all  the  dif- 
ferent members  who  have  contested  the  recent 
elections.  Those  two  questions  are  the  en- 
couragement of  local  industries  and  the  pro- 
secution of  the  public  works  of  the  colony. 
Now,  I  contend  that  those  two  things  are 
closely  allied  with  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment, and  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  this 
House  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  proposals 
which  may  be  brought  down  in  the  direction  of 
retrenchment  unless  we  know  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  are  with  regard  to 
encouraging  local  industries  and  borrowing  or 
non-borrowing.  If  we  are  going  to  retrench  as 
far  as  some  honourable  members  lead  us  to 
expect,  if  we  are  going  to  refuse  to  encourage 
local  industries,  and  if  at  the  same  time  we  are 
going  to  cease  the  prosecution  of  the  public 
works  of  the  colony,  I  think  that  tliat  policy 
will  be  simply  one  of  pauperism  so  that  I 
think  we  cannot  consider  the  question  of  re- 
trenchment imtil  we  know  the  intention  of  the 
Government  on  those  two  important  matters. 
Now,  with  regard  to  local  industries  it  strikes 
me  as  most  significant  that  not  a  single  man 
who  has  the  courage  to  style  himself  a  Free- 
trader has  criticized  the  statement  contained 
in  that  Speech.  I  assume  from  that  face  that 
those  gentlemen  are  satisfied  with  the  remarks 
m  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The  honour- 
able member  who  seconded  the  Address  in 
Beply  stated  most  emphatically  that  he  vtos 
an  out-and-out  Free-trader;  and  no  Free- 
trader in  this  House  has  got  up  to  say  that  he 
considers  the  statement  in  the  Speech  as  un- 
satisfactory. But  I  say  that  the  statement  in 
the  Speech  is  quite  as  unsatisfactory  to  Free- 
tr9.ders  as  it  is  to  Protectionists.  The  district 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  is  one  of 
the  largest  commercial  and  industrial  electo- 
rates in  the  colony,  and  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  the  neglect  of  the  Government  to  shadow 
forth  their  policy  on  the  question  of  the 
tariff  will  be  equally  unsatisfactory  to  Free- 
traders and  to  Protectionists.  I  think  the  time 
has  come  when  this  House  should  decide 
finally  whether  we  are  to  pursue  a  policy 
of  free-trade  or  a  policy  of  protection,  because 
it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all  honourable 
members  who  know  anything  of  trade  and  com- 
merce that  there  is  nothing  which  paralyses 
trade  more  than  uncertainty  on  this  point.  I 
know  of  factories  that  are  waiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  Government  on  this  point.  It  is 
a  question  that  we  must  decide,  and  I  hope 
that  we  shall  decide  it  on  the  very  earliest 
opportunity.  I  shall  be  asked  also  what  is 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  I  shall 
be  only  able  to  say,  **  Well,  we  have  se- 
lected as  Minister  of  Education  a  gentle- 
man who  is  in  favour  of  what  we  call  ixi 
Canterbury  '  topping  and  tailing '  the  educa- 
tion system ;  or,  if  he  is  not  in  favour  of  that 
now,  he  was  in  favour  of  it  on  the  25th  of  May 
last."    I  shall  be  able  to  tell  them  that  we  have 
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as  Colonial  Secretary  the  honourable  member 
for  OamarUy  who  has  very  pronounced  views  on 
the  question  of  the  Upper  House.  The  honour- 
able member  has  most  pronounced  views  on 
that  subject.  He  was  asked  a  conundrum  at 
one  of  his  recent  meetings,  as  to  what  was 
the  difference  between  the  Upper  House  and 
a  benevolent  asylum.  It  was  not  put  in  the 
form  of  a  conundrum,  but  it  might  have  been  ; 
and  the  answer  he  gave  to  it  was,  as  I  am  in- 
formed—  and  I  hope  the  honourable  member 
will  correct  me  if  am  misquoting  him — that 
the  difference  was,  that  the  one  distributed 
charitable  aid  and  the  other  received  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  views  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
his  colleagues,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  who  is 
without  portfolio,  and  the  Attorney -General. 
I  merely  enter  my  protest  against  this  ad- 
journment. It  seems  to  me  quite  unnecessary, 
because  there  are  on  the  Order  Paper  a  large 
number  of  Bills  which  we  might  consider  while 
the  Premier  is  framing  his  Financial  Statement. 
It  seems  to  me  a  most  remarkable  thing  that 
the  Premier,  who  has  conducted  the  affairs  of 
this  colony  for  many  years,  who  has  criticized 
the  actions  of  the  late  Government,  and  who 
has  been  shadowing  forth  his  policy  for  the  last 
four  months,  cannot  write  out  his  Financial 
Statement,  or,  at  any  rate,  give  us  an  indica- 
tion of  his  policy,  under  a  fortnight.  I  think 
he  has  not  treated  this  House  fairly.  It  does 
not  seem  to  mo  fair  to  come  down  to  this 
House  and  say,  "  We  have  no  policy  at  all, 
but  I  will  try  during  the  next  fortnight  to  for- 
mulate a  policy  which  will  please  you."  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  really  what  the  head  of 
the  Government  asks  for.  I  have  never  heard 
that  at  his  caucuses — to  which  he  did  not  do 
me  the  honour  of  inviting  me,  although  I  came 
here  without  a  leader  and  without  a  party — 
he  there  formulated  a  policy,  or  that  ho  told  his 
supporters  that  ho  was  going  to  increase  the 
Customs  tarifl  in  the  direction  of  encouraging 
local  industries.  I  havo  never  heard  that  he 
told  them  he  was  going  to  cease  borrowing.  It 
seems  to  me  most  unsatisfactory  that  he  should 
have  delayed  informing  the  House  what  his 
opinions  are  on  those  two  important  questions, 
and  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will  insist  after 
the  adjournment  that  the  Government  put 
honourable  members  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  the  Government  policy. 

Mr.  W.  P.  KEEVKS.— Sir,  T  wish  to  enter  my 
protest  against  what  I  think  to  be  the  excessive 
length  of  this  adjournment,  though  not  quite 
on  the  same  grounds  tliat  have  been  given  by 
my  friend  the  member  for  Christchurch  South. 
And  before  I  go  further  I  should  like  to  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  because  I  am  in 
the  position  of  a  new  member  addressing  it  for 
the  first  time.  I  listened  to  the  many  com- 
ments that  were  made  on  the  speech"  of  the 
gentleman  who  moved  the  Address  in  Reply, 
and  I  noticed  that  the  elder  members  of  the 
House  complimented  him  on  various  features 
of  his  speech,  but  they  did  not  compliment  him 
on  the  one  feature  that  especially  struck  me, 
and  on  which  I  should  have  ventured  to  com- 
Mr,  Perceval 


pliment  him  had  I  been  in  the  position  to  do 
so,  and  that  was  on  the  very  proper  feeling  of 
nervousness  which  characterized  the  opening 
sentences  of  his  remarks.  Sir,  I  should  not 
envy  or  admire  the  man  who  could  come  into 
an  assembly  of  this  character  and  address  you 
for  the  first  time  without  a  feeling  of  nervoos- 
ness.  Though,  Sir,  I  am  a  very  young  mem- 
ber, my  occupation  has  led  me  in  previous 
years  within  the  precincts  of  this  House  on 
many  occasions,  and  I  have  cherished  in  times 
past  what  I  think  is  a  legitimate  and  not  a  dis- 
honourable ambition  of  some  day  having  the 
privilege  of  entering  this  House  and  addressing 
you  from  my  place  as  a  member.  And  I  do 
feel,  now  that  I  have  realised  that  ambition^ 
considerably  impressed  by  the  position  in  whioh 
I  find  myself.  If  therefore  my  remarks  to-day 
have  not  quite  that  firmness,  force,  and  co- 
herence they  might  have,  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  pardon  me  and  attribute  it  to 
the  feeling  which  now  embarrasses  me.  How- 
ever, Sir,  I  must  protest  against  this  adjourn- 
ment, and,  as  I  have  said,  not  for  the  reason 
urged  by  my  friend  the  member  for  Christ- 
church  South,  that  I  shall  have  to  go  to  my 
constituents,  because  I  do  not  need  to  go  near 
my  constituents.  I  consider  that  I  am  one  of 
those  virtuous  members  who  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  their  constituents,  and  of  whom  no 
questions  will  be  asked  by  them.  My  con- 
stituents sent  me  hero  to  make  myself  as  dis- 
agreeable to  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont,  and  to  any  Ministry  he  might  form, 
as  I  possibly  could,  and  I  already,  in  a  respect- 
ful and  quiet  way,  have  been  endeavouring  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  my  constituents 
gave  me.  And,  Sir,  I  claim  to  represent  them 
in  their  interests  as  distinctly  and  as  accu- 
rately as  even  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Sydenham,  though  I  do  not  want  a 
grant  of  £5,000  for  my  borough.  But  I  do 
regret  this  adjournment,  because  I  think  it  is 
beginning  retrenchment  in  the  wrong  way. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  see  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier begin  retrenchment  by  retrenching  the 
working -time  of  this  honourable  House.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  working- time  of  the 
General  Assembly  is  the  first  thing  that 
should  have  been  attacked  by  a  policy  of 
retrenchment ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  begun  by  cutting  oil  a  large  slice  from  the 
beginning,  and,  bo  far  as  I  can  gather,  he  pro- 
poses to  go  on  by  cutting  oil  a  still  larger  slice 
from  t)ie  end.  We  are  to  waste  three  weeks 
before  wo  begin  work,  and  it  has  been  intimated 
in  another  place  that  it  will  be  very  difficult 
indeed  to  keep  the  House  together  after  Christ- 
mas ;  and  that  I  take  to  be  a  very  broad  hint 
indeed.  As  this  is  a  session  in  which  so  many 
important  measures  must  come  before  the 
House,  I  regret  extremely  that  a  session  of 
such  immense  importance  as  this  should  have 
before  it  the  threat  of  being  cut  short  held  out 
at  this  very  early  stage  of  it.  If  there  was  one 
thing  on  which  the  country  seemed  agreed, 
and  on  which  the  one  or  two  hundred  can- 
didates who  sought  the  suffrages  of  the  electors 
last  election  seemed  agreed,  it  was  that  this 
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seflsion  was  to  be  a  working  session.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  questions  of  protection  and  free- 
tnbde,  of  education,  and  of  the  settlement  of  the 
land,  the  great  question  of  retrenchment  was 
espected  to  take  up  several  months  of  care- 
faf  consideration.  According  to  the  election 
speeches,  and  especially  to  the  speeches  of  the 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  late  Government,  it 
appeared  that  it  would  be  an  extremely  diffi- 
cult matter  for  this  House  to  tackle  a  question 
of  such  magnitude  in  a  less  period  than  three 
or  four  months.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men, when  they  were  seeking  election,  said 
that  an  immense  amount  of  retrenchment  was 
to  be  effected,  but  that  to  carry  out  that  task 
-vast  difficulty  would  have  to  be  encountered, 
and  an  infinite  number  of  details  have  to  be 
considered ;  which  impressed  the  people  with 
the  idea  that  if  we  came  here  it  would  be  for 
several  months,  which  would  have  to  be  devoted 
to  close  and  hard  application.  I  may  say 
that  the  air  in  the  southern  part  of  the  colony 
was  dark  with  retrenchment ;  the  whole  atmo- 
sphere was  full  of  axes  and  pruning-knives — 
axes  to  lay  at  the  root  of  this  vast  expenditure, 
pruning-kiQives  to  lop  oS.  superfluous  branches. 
One  gentleman  described  the  policy  that  was 
to  be  carried  out  as  a  policy  of  earthquake, 
which  would  shake  down  the  foundations  of 
the  high  eminence  on  which  we  stood,  and 
leave  us  on  a  lower  level.  As  for  tidal  waves 
and  roaring  torrents  sweeping  everything  before 
them,  they.  Sir,  were  mere  commonplaces  of 
electioneering  speech;  and,  if  we  put  the  ordi- 
nary construction  on  the  words  used  by  those 
who  were  seeking  election  in  the  cause  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  late  Qovemment,  wo  must  conclude 
that  we  were  coming  here  for  a  long  and 
laborious  session.  But,  instead  of  that,  we 
have  it  now  held  out  to  us  that  this  session 
is  to  be  Unexampled  in  one  point  and  one 
only  —  exceptional  brevity.  Like  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  there  is  to  be  very  little  in 
it,  and  we  are  not  to  know  what  it  means; 
while  I  understand  that  it  has  been  stated  in 
another  place  that*  members  will  not  care  to  bo 
detained  here  after  Christmas.  But  I  am  able 
to  console  myself  in  one  particular — there  is 
one  drop  of  sweetness  in  the  bitter  cup  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  force  us 
to  drink  this  afternoon.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
altogether  a  bad  thing  that  some  honourable 
members  from  the  South  should  have  to  visit 
t^eir  constituents  just  now.  It  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  and  beneficial  results  if  certain 
honourable  members  from  the  southern  portion 
of  the  colony  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
their  constituents,  for  it  is  a  singular  fact  that 
there  were  not,  I  believe,  three  members  from 
the  South  Island  who  were  returned  to  this 
House  with  the  understanding  that  they  would 
assist  to  place  the  present  Premier  in  power  or 
allow  themselves  to  be  dominated  over  by  the 
honomrable  member  for  Egmont.  If  there  was 
one  point  more  marked  than  another  in  the 
recent  elections  it  was  the  strange  silence 
which  was  preserved  with  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  even  by  his  oldest  and  warmest 
supporters  in  the  South.    When  some  of  us, 


who  knew  his  force  of  character,  his  great 
ability,  and  the  enormous  influence  he  wielded 
in  this  House,  told  the  people  of  the  country 
tJiat  if  the  Stout- Vogel  Administration  were 
turned  out  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  a  very  important  **  say"  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  next  Cabinet,  we  were  laughed  at, 
and  told,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  told 
us  last  night  was  said  of  one  gentleman, 
that  we  were  only  fit  to  be  sent  to  a  lunatic 
asylum  and  put  in  strait-waistcoats.  When 
I  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  experienced 
politicians  and  ablest  debaters  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  that  such  would  be  the  case,  I  was 
laughed  at  and  told  that  I  was  only  mislead- 
ing the  people.  But  what  is  the  result  now  ? 
What  has  become  of  that  new  party  which  was 
going  to  ride  in  on  the  back  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  use  him  as  a  tool  in  order  that 
they  might  obtain  the  power  ?  Though  a  young 
member,  I  ventured  to  go  back  to  nursery  days 
and  to  treat  my  constituents  to  a  little  rhyme 
which,  in  my  opinion,  shows  very  nicely  the 
relations  between  the  new  party  and  tlie  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont.    It  is  this : — 

There  was  a  yoang  lady  of  Kiga, 
Who  went  for  a  ride  on  a  tiger; 

But  they  came  from  that  ride 

With  the  lady  inside 
And  a  smile  on  the  face  of  the  tiger  I 

Sir,  the  tiger  smiles ;  and  I  think  he  may 
well  smile,  for  he  has  swallowed  the  new  party 
and  assimilated  them  in  a  most  efiectual 
manner.  I  think,  therefore,  that  some  good 
may  come  of  a  visit  to  their  constituents  by 
some  of  those  who  support  the  new  Govern- 
ment and  oppose  the  late  one.  Last  night  the 
Premier  twitted  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  by 
saying  that  the  voice  of  the  country  had  de- 
clared against  him  ;  that  it  had  declared  that 
retrenchment  should  be  effected,  but  that 
the  people  of  the  country  would  not  trust  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  with  the  task.  But  I 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  voice  of 
the  country,  for  which  he  has  so  much  respect, 
and  which  the  Minister  of  Education  last  night 
compared  with  an  Apocal3rpse  going  through  the 
land,  spoke  out  in  the  most  emphatic  manner 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont's 
being  intrusted  with  that  task.  I  venture  to 
think  that,  if  certain  honourable  gentlemen 
whom  we  now  see  supporting  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  had  told  the  country  a 
month  ago  what  they  now  tell  this  House  so 
openly,  they  would  never  have  been  sent  to  this 
House.  I  tell  gentlemen  like  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  duped  their  constituents  by 
using  language  which  no  honourable  man 
would  use  if  he  intended  to  veil  his  intention, 
which  no  honourable  man  would  use  if  he  did 
not  intend  it  to  bo  taken  in  its  most  literal 
sense,  that  if  they  had  told  those  constituents 
that  they  were  coming  here  with  the  intention 
of  forming  a  Ministry  under  the  leadership 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  they 
would  have  been  told  that  the  constituents  did 
not  wish  to  have  him.  We  are  told  that  it  is 
disgraceful  to  the  House  that  such  language  as 
that  which  was  used  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
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tion  last  night  should  be  used  ;  but  that  honour- 
able gentleman  only  quoted  the  language  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  the  past,  and  asked  the 
House  to  draw  its  conclusion.  It  cannot  be  dis . 
graceful  to  speak  the  truth.  Truth  may  be  a 
disgrace  here ;  but,  if  truth  is  a  degradation 
and  disgrace,  then  all  I  hope  is  that  this  will 
be  the  most  degrading  and  disgraceful  session 
that  has  ever  been  held  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— Sir,  I  have  been  sent 
here  by  the  Ma^ri  people  to  ask  the  House  to 
make  good  laws  for  both  races  in  New  Zealand. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  the  Maoris  have  been 
wanting  to  know  when  you  are  going  to  make 
good  laws  for  the  country.  You  are  now 
fighting,  the  Opposition  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  against  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  Maori  people  wish  to  know 
when  you  are  going  to  begin  making  good 
laws  for  them.  They  say.  If  you  cannot  make 
good  laws  why  not  let  us  do  it  ?  The  Natives 
used  to  tell  me  that  the  English  laws  are  bad 
laws,  and  Tawhiao's  people  and  the  Natives 
all  over  the  country  say  that  the  English  laws 
are  no  good  ;  but  I  say  that  the  English  laws 
are  very  good,  and  there  is  no  nation  in  the 
world  which  has  as  good  laws,  but  it  wants 
good  men  to  administer  them  properly  for  both 
Maori  and  European  races.  This  is  more 
especially  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Maori 
lands,  for  our  great  difficulty  here  is  the  land, 
which  is  the  most  important  subject  in  New 
Zealand.  Unless  the  laws  now  in  existence  on 
this  subject  are  abolished  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  races  cannot  be  done  away  with. 
Therefore  the  Maoris  have  sent  me  here  to  ask 
this  House  to  pass  good  laws  in  the  future,  and 
I  am  hero  now  to  do  that  for  them. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  merely  wish  to  en- 
ter my  protest  against  the  adjournment  asked 
for  by  the  Premier.  Still,  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
bring  down  his  policy  as  a  whole  within  four- 
teen days,  that  is  not  too  long  a  period  to  grant 
him.  I  believe  that  if  he  can  bring  down  a 
policy  which  will  bo  suitable  and  acceptable  to 
this  House  he  will  be  doing  ^n^eat  service  to 
the  country,  and  the  delay  will  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  House.  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  forget  to  bring  down  his 
fiscal  arrangements  and  his  proposed  alteration 
in  the  tariff  and  the  incidence  of  taxation ;  and, 
further,  that  he  will  not  expect  this  session  to 
close  until  we  put  the  finances  of  the  country 
on  a  proper  footing,  and  carry  out  the  pledge 
of  retrenchment  given  by  every  member  to  his 
constituents.  I  do  not  myself  believe  for  one 
moment  that  retrenchment  will  be  such  an 
■  immense  benefit  as  some  people  appear  to 
think.  It  will  cut  both  ways,  for  it  will 
cause  a  great  amount  of  distress  and  incon- 
venience to  a  largo  number  of  people.  I 
have  heard  it  said  in  the  lobbies  that  Minis- 
ters intend  to  stop  all  public  works ;  but  I 
hope  that  is  not  their  intention,  for,  however 
popular  it  might  make  them  now,  it  will 
render  them  very  unpopular  hereafter.  I  feel 
certain  that  if  such  a  system  is  adopted  it  will 
Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves 


make  not  only  the  Government,  but  ermtj 
member  of  this  House,  unpopular.  I  hope  also 
that  when  the  Premier  brings  down  his  policy 
he  will  tell  us  straight  from  the  shoulder 
whether  he  means  Protection  or  Free-tiade; 
for  that  is,  perhaps,  the  first  and  most  impor- 
tant question  of  the  day.  I  believe  that  Pro- 
tection is  the  only  way  we  have  left  to  us  to 
increase  our  prosperity.  Retrenchment  is  all 
very  well,  but  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
brings  down  his  proposals  for  the  readjustment 
of  the  tariff  I  trust  he  will  see  his  way  to  pat 
the  saddle  on  the  right  horse.  I  hold  mat 
taxing  property  and  income  should  be  the  sole 
way  of  getting  additional  revenue.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  property-tax,  let  us  have  it  on  a  gradu- 
ated scale ;  but  I  am  more  in  favour  of  a  land- 
and  income-tax.  I  would  give  him  even  three 
weeks  if  we  could  insure  having  his  policy  clearly 
defined,  so  that  we  could  deal  with  it;  and, 
under  those  circumstances  I  shall  not  oppose 
the  proposition  for  adjournment. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL. 

The  resolution  granting  the  sum  of  £160,000 
by  way  of  imprest  was  reported  from  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  and  considered  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL.  — Has  the  Treasurer  quite 
satisfied  himself  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
renew  the  imprests  granted  by  the  last  Parlia- 
ment on  account  of  the  present  year?  They 
have  not  been  embodied  in  the  Appropriation 
Act,  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  held 
that  this  was  not  in  addition  to  the  imprest 
granted  in  the  last  Parliament. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  may  say  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General  has  seen  the  Bill, 
and  approved  of  it. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Im- 
prest Supply  Bill  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
third  time. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
third  time. 

WESTPORT  HARBOUR  BOARD. 

Mr.  O'CONOR,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  his  object  was  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  be  informed  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  West^ 
port  Harbour  Board.  Of  late,  through  the 
papers  and  other  sources  which  he  need  not 
mention,  a  number  of  reports  had  been  made 
about  the  position  of  iuSairs  there  and  the 
management,  and  he  thought,  seeing  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  it  would  be  well  that 
honourable  members  should  have  the  fullest 
information  on  it.  He  might  also  state  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  ask  the  House  afterwards 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
various  matters  relating  to  that  Harbour 
Board. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  all  papers  con- 
nected with  the  Westport  Harbour  Board,  from 
its  inception  to  date." — (Mr.  O^Conor.) 
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Major  ATKINSON  said  he  presumed  the 
hoQonrable  gentleman  only  wanted  the  actual 
papers  containing  information.  There  were  a 
number  relating  to  plans,  &o.,  that  it  would  be 
of  no  use  to  anybody  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  O'GONOB  said  he  did  not  ask  for  those. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  con- 
sented to  tiie  honourable  gentleman's  motion. 
Hie  position  of  affairs  at  Westport  was  not  at 
aU  satisfactory,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  ask  the  House  to  appoint  a 
Gonmiittee  of  inquiry  into  the  whole  affair. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who,  he  understood, 
was  anxious  for  an  inquiry,  and  he  believed 
there  was  a  general  wish  for  inquiry,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  adjournment  the  Govern- 
ment would  move  for  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LOCAL  BODIES*  REVENUE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE,  in  moving  the 
question  standing  in  his  name,  said  the  return 
might  look  a  formidable  one,  but  it  was  really 
exceedingly  simple  and  entirely  inexpensive, 
the  best  proof  of  which  was  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  able  in  six  hours  to  prepare  it  himself. 
But  he  should  like  it  to  be  circulated  with  the 
stamp  of  accuracy  of  an  official  preparation,  to 
show  the  country  the  exact  cost  of  the  local 
governing  bodies  each  year  throughout  the 
oolony  since  Abolition ;  and  it  would  be  a  very 
useful  guide  for  the  future. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  showing  the 
total  amounts  paid  over  to  local  governing 
bodies  out  of  the  Consolidated  and  Public 
Works  Funds  in  each  year  since  the  abolition 
of  the  provinces ;  also  the  total  amounts  raised 
or  levied  by  such  local  bodies  during  the  same 
period;  such  payments  to  be  clasafied  under 
the  following  headings : — Consolidated  Fund : 
(I)  Appropriations  to  Municipalities  and  Boad 
Boards ;  (2)  endowments  and  lands  made  over ; 
(8)  subsidies,  from  various  accounts  and  under 
oifferent  Acts ;  (4)  20  per  cent,  of  land  revenue, 
paid  up  to  tJie  year  1881 ;  (6)  one-third  proceeds 
of  land  sold  on  deferred  payments ;  (6)  one- 
quarter  rents  of  perpetual  leases  under  the 
Land  Act  of  1885 ;  (7)  fees,  fines,  licenses,  &c., 
payable  to  local  bodies ;  (8)  gold  revenue ;  (9) 
gold  duty ;  (10)  payments  under  Counties  Sepa- 
rate Account ;  (11)  rates  paid  for  Crown  and 
Native  lands ;  (12)  miscellaneous  payments 
not  admitting  of  classification.  Public  Works 
Fund  :  (18)  Payments  to  local  bodies  out  of 
Public  Works  Fund  under  Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  and  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Acts ;  (14)  total  rates  raised  by  local 
bodies  in  each  year."  —  {Mr.  M.  J,  S, 
Mackejuie.) 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be  a  very 
useful  return,  and  the  Government  agreed  to 
its  production. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  suggested  that  the  return 
should  be  more  in  detail,  showing  what  had 
been  received  by  each  local  body. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  a  predecessor  of  his  in 


the  representation  of  Ashburton  had  received 
great  injury  to  his  political  reputation  by 
moving  for  a  simple  and  apparently  inexpensive 
return,  to  which  his  honourable  fnend  the  Pre- 
mier had  assented.  He  hoped  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Mount  Ida  was  not 
going  to  be  led  into  the  same  sort  of  trap. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  had  well 
considered  it,  and  was  thoroughly  sure  of  his- 
ground. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Saturday,  15th  October^  1887, 


First  BeadingB— Second  Readings— Third  Beadings— 
Address  in  Reply. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Praybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  inform 
the  Council  that,  accompanied  by  the  mover 
and  seconder  of  the  Address  in  Reply,  together 
with  various  other  members,  I  proceeded  to 
Government  House  this  afternoon  and  gave  to 
His  Excellency  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Speech  which  he  made  to  us  at  the  opening 
of  the  session ;  to  which  His  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  reply  as  follows : — 

*'Mb.  Speakbb  and  Honourable  Gentle- 
men OF  the  Leoislativb  Council, — 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  Address  you  have  pre- 
sented to  me,  and  for  your  assurance  of  your 
co-operation  in  all  measures  for  the  good  of  the 
country." 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  28th  October,  1887. 


First  Beading— Midland  Railway— Ministerial  State- 
ment—Baiatea. 

Mr.   Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Representation  Bill. 
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MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  lay  on  the 
table,  by  command  of  His  Excellency,  certain 
papers  relating  to  the  Midland  Bailway,  and  to 
move  that  they  be  printed.  I  may  say  that 
this  is  only  a  small  selection  from  the  papers 
—  as  many  as  appeared  to  the  Government 
necessary  to  give  the  House  fall  information  of 
the  present  position  of  that  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  I  propose  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject,  not  by  way  of  objecting 
to  the  course  proposed  by  the  Government,  but 
because  I  think  if  the  papers  are  read  with- 
out an  explanation  honourable  members  may 
have  a  difficulty  in  understanding  some  of  the 
•circumstances  relating  to  the  matter.  After 
the  Act  was  passed,  in  1866,  which  empowered 
the  Government  to  enter  into  a  modified  con- 
tract with  tbe  Midland  Bailway  Compaoiy,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  and  myself  were  a.sked  by 
the  Cabinet  to  take  charge  of  the  negotiations 
whic);i  necessarily  followed;  and  after  some 
time  a  contract  was  arranged  with  the  local 
board  of  the  company,  which  was  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Home  board.  As 
regards  that  contract,  I  need  only  say  at  pre- 
sent that  the  material  point  which  the  Govern- 
ment insisted  upon  was  that  the  railway 
should  be  commenced  not  only  from  the 
West  Coast  end,  but  from  the  Nelson  and 
Springfield  ends,  bearing  in  mind  that,  other- 
wise, the  railway  might  possibly  be  confined 
to  only  one  part  of  the  Island.  The  con- 
tract went  Home  to  England,  and  the  Home 
board  were  unable  to  agree  with  it  as  it  stood, 
and  long  negotiations  ensued.  Up  to  the  time 
the  late  Parliament  last  met  and  the  8e4?sion 
'ended  the  point  most  at  stake  was  understood 
to  be,  that  the  company  desired  that  some  pro- 
vision should  be  mode  by  which  the  land  could 
be  ante-vested  before  the  various  sections  were 
completed,  in  order  to  enable  the  company  with 
greater  facility  to  conduct  its  financial  arrange- 
ments. But  after  the  end  of  last  session  it 
was  intimated  to  the  Government  that  the 
company  saw  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  ob- 
taimng  sufficient  capital  unless  an  assurance 
was  given  as  to  the  value  of  the  land.  At 
the  end  of  June  or  tbe  beginning  of  July  a 
contract  was  sent  out  with  the  alterations  pro- 
posed by  the  company ;  and  subsequently,  in 
August,  a  further  copy  was  sent  out  with  further 
alterations,  which  reached  the  Government  just 
before  the  elections  took  place  at  the  end  of 
September.  Well,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  deal  with  the  matter  then,  and 
■  it  was  decided  to  leave  a  memorandum  for  the 
new  Government  which  might  succeed,  to  that 
effect.  I  may  say  that  the  contract  had  not  been 
what  might  fairly  be  called  ♦*  considered  "  by 
the  Government,  as  it  was  not  brought  before 
the  Government  until  after  the  elections  took 
place  and  members  were  reassembling;  and 
therefore  that  memorandum  was  left,  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  Richardson  and  myself  were  of 
opinion  that  the  proposals  made  by  the  com- 
pany were  of  a  nature  which  could  be  readily 
modified  into  a  shape  satisfactory  to  the  colony 
and  to  the  company.    I  make  this  explanation 


principally  for  this  reason:   that  it  is  qnite 
likely  that  when  honourable  members  read  the 
papers  they  may  not  be  able  to  understand 
exactly  the    course    adopted    by   the    Agent- 
General.    I  wish  to  say,  therefore,  that    the 
Agent-General  has  acted  up  to  instructions, 
and  has  carried  out  the  negotiations  with  great 
tact  and  ability.     His  instructions  were  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  to  exhaust  all  means  of 
making  a  contract,  so  that  further  recourse  to 
the  Legislature  would  not  be  necessary ;  and 
that  he  was  to  confine  himself  to  the  four  comers 
of  the  powers  already  given  by  the   House. 
And  honourable  members,  when  they  read  the 
papers,  will,  by  this  explanation,  understand 
how  it  is  that    the    course    adopted   by   tJie 
Agent-General  is  consistent  with  the  memo- 
randum left  by  Mr.  Richardson  and  myself. 
When  it  was  found  that  recourse  to  the  Legis- 
lature was  necessary,  the  opinion  was  expressed, 
in  the  memorandum  to  which  I  have  referred, 
that  the  proposals  which  the  company  made 
coul4  be  put  into  a  satisfactory  shape.    I  have 
only,  further,  to  say  this  :  that  the  Premier  in- 
vited Mr.  Richardson  and  myself  to  meet  him 
and  the  Attorney-General  with  a  view  of  asking 
an  explanation  of  the  opinion  we  expressed, 
that  the  contract  could  be  put  into  a  satisfactory 
shape.    At  the  interview  which  ensued  we  ex- 
plained to  the  Premier  our  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject.   I  am  not  able  to  say  how  far  those  views 
have  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   I  do  not,  indeed,  know  more  of  what  has 
taken  place  since  then  than  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  to-day  sent  mo  a  copy  of  the  papers 
now  laid  on  the  table.    I  have  no  objection  to 
offer  to  the  course  which  has  been  taken :  on 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  a  course  which  is 
satisfactory,  and  one  for  which  I  am  grateful 
to  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  may  say  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  into  the  subject  of  the  interview 
between  the  honourable  gentleman  and  myself. 
That  will  come  better  presently.  I  must  say, 
however,  that  the  explanation  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  appear  to  mo  as  free 
from  difficulty  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man seems  to  think.  But  that  I  shall  explain 
more  fully  presently.  I  propose  now  to  tell 
the  House  that  I  shall,  on  Tuesday,  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject,  so  as  to  enable  the 
House  to  deal  with  this  matter,  and  I  shall 
then  explain  the  views  of  the  Government  on 
the  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  understand  the  Premier 
states  that  he  lays  certain  papers  on  the  table, 
not  that  he  lays  the  whole  of  the  papers  on  the 
table. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  because  the  Go- 
vernment have  selected  those  papers  under  the 
impression  that  they  would  convey  to  honour- 
able members  everything  that  it  is  necessary  to 
convey.  The  other  papers  would  only  confuse 
honourable  members ;  but,  if  there  are  any 
papers  which  they  would  like  to  sec,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  supply  them.  We  have  takeu  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  sift  these  papers  so  as  to  give 
only  those  which  are  absolutely  necessarf. 
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MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  ftm  sorry  to  say  that 
the  hope  which  I  ontertained  when  I  last  had 
the  honour  to  address  the  House,  of  being  able 
to  deliver  the  Financial  Statement  this  evening, 
has  proved  delusive.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
do  it,  and  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  allow  mo  to  postpone  the  Statement 
until  Tuesday  evening  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  when  I  shall  deliver  it  without  fail. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— With  regard  to  the  remarks 
"which  have  just  fallen  from  the  Premier,  I  may 
say  that,  though  I  objected,  when  the  long  ad- 
joiunment  was  asked  for,  to  the  waste  of  time 
involved  in  preventing  other  business  being 
carried  on  during  the  interval,  yet  I  feel  that, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  brings  down  the 
Financial  Statement  on  Tuesday,  he  will  have 
prepared  it  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
celerity,  and  the  House  will  have  reason  to  feel 
satisfied  that  it  is  being  brought  forward  at  so 
early  a  period.  I  shall  be  glad  to  cbssist  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  carry  on  business  in 
the  meantime  to  such  an  extent  as  he  thinks 
desirable. 

BAIATEA. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  I  noticed  in  the  news- 
papers during  the  last  two  or  three  days  that 
the  English  Government  has  consented  to  cede 
to  France  the  Island  of  Baiatea.  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  this  island  was  long  since 
ceded,  and  I  am  fearful  that  a  mistake  is  made 
in  the  name,  and  that  the  English  Government 
has  consented  to  France  absorbing  Barotonga. 
If  that  is  the  case,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  a  very  serious  misfortune  to  New  Zealand. 
Therefore  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  if  he  has  any  information  on  the 
subject,  and,  if  not,  whether  he  does  not  think 
the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  make 
inquiries. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  no  information  on  the  subject,  and  I 
hardly  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  tele- 
graph Home,  as  it  would  be  very  expensive, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  English  Govern- 
ment have  entered  into  any  arrangement  with 
the  French  Government  on  the  matter  any 
protest  on  our  part  would  bo  of  very  little  avail. 
At  the  same  time,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  tliat  any  such  arrajige- 
ment  would  be  a  great  misfortune  for  New 
Zealand. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  telegraph  to  Victoria  he  might 
•obtain  the  information. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  do  that. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday^  1st  November,  1887. 

Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  Land. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

OWHAOKO  AND  KAIMANAWA  LAND. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI, 
it  was  resolved.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the 
table — (1)  The  evidence  in  the  Court,  in  the  re- 
hearing of  the  Owhaoko  and  Kaimanawa  land, 
as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  hearing;  (2)  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  on  Owhaoko  and  Kai- 
manawa lands. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  1st  November,  1887. 


First  Beading— Sesflional  Committees— Railway  Em- 

Sloyds'  Dismissal— Railway  Employes'  Sickness — 
reneral  Post  Office— Railway  Tariff— Wairarapa 
Firewood  Freight- Hillside  Workshops— Regis- 
trars of  Electors— Californian  Thistle  — Sounds 
County  Settlers  —  Railway  Management- Per- 
manent Militia  —  Bankruptcy  Fees  —  Electoral 
Bolls— Federation— Interpreters— English  Mails 
—  Electoral  Rolls  —  Seaward  Bush  Firewood 
Freight— Wellington- Wairarapa  Rolling-stock  — 
Government  Settlers  —  Deteriorated  Powder  — 
Dunedin  Railway  Employes  —  Lieut.  -  Colonel 
Noake  —  General  Assembly  Library  —  Hikutaia 
Wages-men— Ponsonby  Postal  Delivery  —  Fruit- 
importation— Petitions— Midland  Railway— Vac- 
cine Lymph  —  Members  interested  in  Native 
Lands— Waitotara  Lands— Financial  Statement. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Tenure  of  Land  in  certain  Settlements  Bill. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Rabbit-pest. — Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Cowan, 
Mr.  Dodson,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Lance, 
Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Valen- 
tine, and  Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson. 

Local  Bills.  —  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbcrt,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Reeves,  Mr.  Seymour,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Stewart,  Mr.  Valentme,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  G. 
F.  Richardson. 

Waste  Lands.  —  Mr.  R.  Thompson,  Mr. 
Whyte,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Ballanoe, 
l^lr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Macarthur,  Mr. 
O'Callaghan,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  J.  McKcnzie, 
Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Kerr,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Richard- 
son. 

Petitions  Classification. — Mr.  Blake,  Mr. 
Buxton,  Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr. 
Pearson,  Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Withy,  Mr.  Hislop. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


80 


Bailway  Employes* 


[HOUSE.] 


Sickness. 


[Nov.  1 


LiBBAKY. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Dr.  Fitchett,  Sir  G. 
Grey,  Sir  J.  Hall,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie,  Dr. 
Newman,  Mr.  Peacock,  Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves,  Sir 
J.  Vogel,  Mr.  Hislop. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  DISMISSAL. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  in  cases  in  which  men 
are  still  fit  for  their  work,  he  will  relax  the  arbi- 
trary rule  which  requires  the  dismissal  of  all 
railway  employes  on  their  reaching  a  certain 
age  ?  He  understood  it  was  a  rule  in  the  rail- 
way service  that  when  men  reached  the  age 
of  fifty  or  thereabouts  their  services  were  dis- 
pensed with.  That  rule  applied,  he  believed, 
to  men  employed  on  the  permanent-way.  It 
had  been  pointed  out  to  him  that  at  the  age 
mentioned  many  persons  were  quite  as  cap- 
able of  doing  work  as  younger  men.  If  men 
were  able  to  give  good  service  it  did  seem  an 
arbitrary  rule  that  required  their  services  to  be 
dispensed  with  on  their  reaching  a  certain  age. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  was  no  rule 
that  employes  should  leave  the  service  on  at- 
taining a  certain  age.  So  long  as  they  were  fit 
for  their  work,  and  capable  of  performing  it, 
they  were  retained. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  SICKNESS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Mmister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  railway  employes  tem- 
porarily incapacitated  by  sickness  are  entitled 
to  half-pay  or  to  any  compassionate  allowance 
during  the  time  of  such  sickness ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  such  half-pay  or  allowance 
to  be  given  out  of  the  amount  accumulated  to 
the, credit  of  the  Railway  Service  Fines  Fund? 
The  question  referred  to  employes  who  were 
temporarily  incapacitated  by  sickness.  He 
understood  that  those  who  suffered  from  in- 
juries while  in  the  railway  service  were  entitled 
for  a  certain  time  to  half-pay ;  but  he  was  not 
aware  whether  there  was  any  allowance  made 
in  cases  of  sickness.  He  had  been  informed 
that  an  allowance  was  made  in  some  cases  but 
not  in  others.  So  far  as  he  could  ascertain 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  rule  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  considered  it  a  matter  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  should  be  directed. 
At  the  end  of  his  question  he  had  suggested  a 
fund  out  of  which  such  allowances  might  be 
made  —  namely,  the  Railway  Service  Fines 
Fund,  which,  if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
amounted  at  the  present  time  to  somewhere 
about  £1,100. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  when  employes 
engaged  in  the  railway  service  were  injured  by 
accident  while  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  from  causes  beyond  their  own  con- 
trol, they  were  entitled  to  receive  a  certain 
allowance,  but  there  was  no  rule  whereby  per- 
sons suffering  from  sickness  were  entitled  to 
receive  any  allowance  whatever.  The  fund  to 
which  the  honourable  member  referred  only 
amounted  to  £100  per  annum,  and  that  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  making  from  it  any 
compassionate  allowance.  He  thought  the  far 
better  plan  would  be  for  the  employes  to  form  I 


themselves  into  a  benefit  society.  The  number 
of  railway  employes  now  exceeded  four  thoa- 
sand,  and  the  amount  in  the  fund  named  would 
be  utterly  insufficient  to  afford  much  relief. 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  before  accepting  any  ten- 
der for  the  erection  of  the  General  Post  Office 
in  Wellington,  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  economical  and  more  convenient  for 
the  colony  that  the  business  of  the  General 
Post  Office  should  be  carried  on  at  Christ- 
church  ?  He  hoped  to  hear  that,  after  due 
consideration,  the  Government  would  see  their 
way,  from  an  economic  point  of  view,  to  carry- 
out  the  suggestion  contained  in  his  queBtion. 
If  the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to 
answer  the  question  in  the  way  indicated,  ho 
trusted  they  would  nevertheless  delay  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  this 
way  until  at  least  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  taking  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  a  motion 
which  he  would  shortly  bring  forward,  as  to  the 
desirability  of  moving  the  seat  of  Government 
from  the  seaboard  to  an  inland  position. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
did  not  consider  that  this  was  a  question  that 
required  answering. 

RAILWAY  TARIFF. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  make  inquiry  into  the  dual 
system  of  levying  charges  by  weight  and 
measurement  on  Government  lines  in  the 
colony,  with  a  view  to  adopting  a  weight  tariff 
only  ?  This  anomaly  had  existed  on  the  Bluff 
line  particularly  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  and  had  given  rise  among  the  merchanta 
to  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction.  It  had  also 
existed  on  the  Port  Chalmers  and  Lyttelton 
port  lines,  and  it  operated  very  injuriously 
against  business  people  in  both  Dunedin  and 
Christchurch,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  him  that  the  people  there  had  not  long  ago 
agitated  to  create  a  change.  However,  that 
•was  a  matter  that  concerned  them.  Already 
the  Invercargill  merchants,  through  practical 
agitation  by  putting  on  drays  against  the  rail- 
way, had  succeeded  in  getting  the  rate  reduced 
so  that  it  could  not  now  exceed  15s.  per  ton» 
weight  and  measurement  combined.  By  con- 
ceding this  the  department  practically  ad- 
mitted that  the  present  system  was  bad,  and 
he  thought  it  might  well  be  put  on  a  business- 
like footing  altogether.  The  system  appeared 
to  be  very  unfair,  and  it  was  the  wish  of  com- 
mercial men  that  it  should  be  altered. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  system  hitherto 
adopted  had  been,  on  the  port  lines,  to  tckke  th» 
ship's  manifest,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  this  system  had  caused  a 
good  deal  of  friction  between  the  department 
and  the  merchants,  and  was  one  that  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with.  It  would  therefore^ 
with  other  questions  of  a  similar  character, 
receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 
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WAIRARAPA  FIREWOOD  FREIGHT. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Government  will 
redttce  the  freight  on  iirewood  from  Wairarapa  ? 
He  wished  to  state  that  along  the  Wairarapa 
line  of  railway,  for  a  considerable  mileage  of  it, 
there  was  a  large  quantity  of  firewood,  and  in 
that  part  of  the  district,  in  common  with  other 
portions  of  the  colony,  there  existed  a  large  num- 
ber of  unemployed  men,  who  were  anxious  to  get 
work  but  could  not  obtain  it.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  that  if  the  rates  on  firewood  were 
reduced  there  would  be  opportunity  for  some  of 
these  men  to  obtain  employment.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
give  a  favourable  reply  to  the  question.  He 
was  also  aware  that  the  timber  trade,  which 
occupied  to  a  large  extent  the  goods  train 
to  the  Wairarapa,  was  at  a  very  low  ebb  at 
present,  and  that  that  particular  train  had 
often  to  run  backwards  and  forwards  with  half 
and  sometimes  with  only  a  quarter  of  a  load. 
On  these  grounds  he  hoped  to  obtain  a  favour- 
able answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  fire- 
wood rates  for  long  distances  were  now  exces- 
sively low,  and  the  Government  did  not  see  its 
way  at  present  to  reduce  them  any  further. 

HILLSIDE  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  are  now  dis- 
charging, or  have  recently  discharged,  a  large 
number  of  workmen  from  the  Hillside  work- 
shops ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the  reasons  for 
such  action?  He  was  induced  to  place  this 
question  upon  the  Order  Paper  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  informed  that  a  large  number  of 
persons  had  been  discharged  from  these  work- 
shops, and  that  the  main  reason  why  such 
dismissals  had  taken  place  was  that  the  late 
or  the  present  Government — he  was  not  sure 
which  —  had  determined  to  make  Addington 
the  head  workshop  in  the  Island,  and  that  the 
men  were  being  discharged  in  a  great  measure 
in  consequence  of  work  which  should  be  done 
at  Hillside  being  transferred  to  Addington.  If 
that  information  was  correct,  and  there  was 
to  be  a  head  workshop,  geographically  Dunedin 
was  the  place  where  that  workshop  should  be 
situated.  On  behalf  of  the  City  of  Dunedin, 
he  desired  that  work  applicable  to  that  part 
of  the  Island  should  be  done  at  the  work- 
shop established  there.  He  would  be  glad 
to  hear  from  the  Minister  that  the  dismissals 
had  not  taken  place ;  and,  secondly,  if  the 
main  fact  was  correct,  that  it  had  not  been 
caused  by  the  second  reason  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  not  discharged  a  large  number  of  workmen 
from  Hillside.  Some  men  had  to  leave,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  dispense  with  a  few 
more,  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  construction 
and  other  work.  The  number  of  men  engaged 
at  Hillside  on  the  31st  March  last  was  207,  and 
on  the  22nd  October  202,  showing  only  a  re- 
duction of  five  during  that  period ;  but,  now 
that  work  of  all  kinds  in  the  shops  was  getting 
80  slack,  the  Government  thought  that  they 
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would  not  be  able  to  retain  the  present  num- 
ber. He  might  say  that  men  were  also  being 
sent  away  from  Auckland,  Wellington,  and 
Addington. 

REGISTRARS  OF  ELECTORS. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  the  Government  will  consider  the 
propriety  of  appointing  Postmasters  Registrars 
of  Electors  where  practicable  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  Post- 
masters were  Registrars  of  Electors,  practically ; 
but  he  might  say  that  the  whole  question  of 
the  registration  of  electors  was  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory state,  and  the  Government  hoped 
this  session,  if  possible,  to  bring  down  a  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  purifying  the  rolls. 

OALIFORNIAN  THISTLE. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  If  the  Government  purpose  intro- 
ducing any  measures  for  stopping  the  spread 
of  the  Califomian  thistle  (Cardutcs  arvensis)  ? 
He  would  point  out  that  at  present  the  appear- 
ance of  this  weed  in  the  agricultural  districts 
was  very  serious.  It  was  unlike  other  thistles 
from  the  fact  that  it  spread  from  the  roots, 
and  in  the  district  he  came  from  the  weed  had 
assumed  a  serious  form.  The  cost  of  eradi- 
cating the  weed  was  greater  than  the  value 
of  the  land.  Farmers,  in  many  cases,  after 
making  attempts  to  get  rid  of  the  pest,  had 
latterly  abandoned  the  ground,  and  had 
trenched  round,  to  prevent  the  weed  spreading 
from  the  roots  to  other  adjoining  land.  Ho 
hoped  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  inform  the 
House  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  something  to  check  the  spreading 
of  this  weed. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  honourable  membeif 
would  find,  from  the  paper  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands  a  few  days  ago,  that  the 
matter  had  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  already. 
The  Government  had  given  instructions  for 
further  inquiry  to  be  matde,  and,  if  it  were  seen 
that  legislation  would  do  any  good,  such  legis- 
lation would  be  undertaken  this  session. 

SOUNDS  COUNTY  SETTLERS, 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  cause  the  necessary  steps  to 
be  taken  to  release  the  one-third  part  of  the 
payments  made  by  selectors  of  land  under  de- 
ferred pajrments  in  the  Sounds  County,  in  order 
that  they  may  bo  expended  therein  under  the 
provisions  of  clause  127  of  "The  Land  Act> 
1885,"  notwithstanding  that  there  is  no  local 
body  in  that  county  to  which  the  money  can  be 
handed  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  power  in  the  Land  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Minister,  expending  the  thirds 
where  there  is  no  local  body  to  do  so. 

RAILWAY  MANAGEMENT. 
Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  intends   to  introduce  a 
measure  this  session  to  place  the  management 
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of  Government  railways  of  the  colony  under  a 
non-political  Board  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  matter  would 
be  referred  to  in  the  Financial  Statement  that 
evening. 

PERMANENT  MILITIA. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  If  he  intends,  with  a  view  to  retrench- 
ment, to  reduce  the  present  number  of  the 
Permanent  Militia  Force  of  the  colony,  so  as 
to  retain  the  services  of  the  necessary  portion 
of  tlio  Force  only  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  matter  would  be 
dealt  with  in  the  Financial  Statement. 

BANKRUPTCY  FEES. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  amend, 
in  the  interests  of  creditors,  the  rules  under 
the  Bankruptcy  Act,  so  as  to  reduce  the  stamp 
fee  of  five  guineas  payable  on  the  filing  of  each 
petition,  and  so  as  also  to  render  unnecessary 
the  further  expense  of  gazetting  the  fact  of  filing, 
seeing  that  the  adjudication  followiog  on  such 
filing  is  by  the  Act  itself  required  forthwith  to 
be  gazetted  by  the  Official  Assignee?  There 
appeared  good  ground  for  concluding  that  the 
Government  made  a  profit  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  result  was 
that  creditors,  who  had  to  suffer  serious  loss 
from  the  bankruptcy  of  their  debtors,  were 
further  subjected  to  a  special  tax.  The  original 
fee  on  the  filing  of  a  petition  was  three  guineas. 
This  was  raised  in  1885  to  five  guineas,  without 
any  apparent  reason.  As  to  the  further  ex- 
pense of  advertising  the  fact  of  filing,  which 
generally  appeared  in  the  same  publication  as 
the  intimation  of  the  adjudication,  such  ex- 
pense seemed  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  fee  payable 
on  filing  was  raised  to  five  guineas,  as  it  was 
found  that,  in  estates  in  which  there  were  no 
assets,  the  costs  amounted  to  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible that  sum.  To  reduce  the  fee,  therefore, 
would  be  to  work  the  Act  at  a  loss.  The  charges 
made  for  post-cards,  postages,  and  auditing  had 
been  discontinued,  as  it  was  considered  they 
could  now  afford  not  to  charge  for  them.  As  a 
matter  of  policy,  it  would  be  unwise  to  lower 
the  fee,  as  such  a  course  would  encourage 
small  debtors  to  fly  to  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
for  relief,  when  they  should  rather  face  their 
difficulties  manfully.  The  rule  requiring  the 
advertising  by  the  debtor  might  very  well  be 
repealed,  as  the  Amendment  Act  had  rendered 
it  unnecessary.  He  would  communicate  with 
the  Chief  Justice  in  the  matter,  and  see  if  this 
could  be  done. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  he  will  make  arrangements 
by  which  the  Chief  Registration  Officer  for  each 
electoral  district  shall,  within  the  next  six 
months,  put  the  rolls  for  his  district  in  proper 
order  and  condition ;  and  whether  ho  will  also 
arrange  that  those  officers  shall  be  paid  a 
proper  sum   for  doing  such  work?     He  had 
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heard  with  great  pleasure  the  reply  which  had 
already  been  made  to  a  question,  tliat  it  was  tho 
intention  of  the  Government  to  deal  with  this 
matter.  He  suggested  a  period  of  six  months 
within  which  the  matter  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  advisedly,  because  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  at  the  expenditure  of  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  in  some  cases  of  money,  information 
had  been  obtained  by  private  persons  with  re- 
gard to  persons  on  the  roll  whose  whereabouts 
had  not  been  ascertained  by  the  officials. 
The  Registration  Officers  in  each  district  were 
generally  on  very  friendly  terms  with  ex- 
perienced electioneers,  and  in  some  cases  by 
a  small  expenditure  he  believed  that  correct 
rolls  could  be  obtained.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  payment,  the  answer  given  hitherto 
to  any  suggestion  was  that  it  was  no  man's 
duty  —  that  the  Registration  Officers  got 
nothing  for  doing  it,  and  were  not  obliged 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  HISLOP  replied  that  defective  rolls 
arose  more  from  inherent  defects  in  the  law 
than  in  the  administration.  As  to  the  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  honourable  member,  he  might 
say  that  he  had,  immediately  after  taking 
office,  caused  a  circular  to  be  issued  to  Return- 
ing Officers,  asking  them  to  communicate  with 
the  committees  of  candidates,  and  he  believed 
that  the  result  would  prove  of  advantage. 

FEDERATION. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  the  Government  intend,  during  the 
present  session  or  the  coming  recess,  to  take 
any  steps  to  federate  New  Zealand  with  the 
Australian  Colonies  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  such  intention.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  particular 
supposed  action  in  his  mind,  or  whether  he 
thought  the  Government  were  going  to  initiate 
something  fresh.  He  was  sorry  to  say  he  did 
not  see  his  way  to  take  any  steps  on  the  ques- 
tion— ^he  should  be  glad  if  he  did — and  certainly 
nothing  would  be  done  behind  the  back  of  the 
House. 

INTERPRETERS. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  consider  it  necessary  to  maintain 
two  Interpreters  in  the  House,  three  of  the 
Maori  members  having  already  given  most 
satisfactor}'  evidence  that  they  are  prepared  to 
address  the  House  in  English  ?  He  was  sure  it 
w^as  a  matter  of  great  pleasure  to  all  honourable 
members  to  hear  three  of  the  Native  members 
address  the  House  in  such  excellent  Englisli 
as  they  had  heard  this  session.  He  thought 
nothing  better  could  have  happened  to  help  to 
do  away  with  the  distinctions  existing  between 
the  two  races  which  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Eastern  Maori  District  referred  to  in  his 
motion.  He  thought,  as  a  matter  of  economy, 
seeing  that  they  had  easily  done  with  two  In- 
terpreters when  none  of  the  four  Maori  mem- 
bers could  speak  English,  that  one  Interpreter 
could  easily  do  the  work  now  that  three  of  the 
four  spoke  in  English.    He  hoped  the  Govem- 
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ment  would  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the 
•questioQ. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  not  able  to 
answer  the  question  decidedly ;  but  no  doubt 
when  the  Financial  Statement  came  down  the 
Iionourable  gentleman  would  see  considerable 
reductions  proposed  in  the  ex]^nditure  on  the 
Legislative  Department,  and  it  would  be  for 
^6  House  to  determine  on  the  point  when  it 
came  to  consider  what  conveniences  honour- 
able members  should  have  or  should  part  with. 

ENGLISH  MAILS. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  in  order  to 
•admit  of  mails  being  delivered  within  the 
-shortest  time,  he  will,  in  future  mail  contracts 
by  direct  steamers  from  Britain,  make  it  com- 
pulsory that  the  mails  are  landed  at  the  first 
New  Zealand  port  en  route  f  At  the  present 
time  the  colony  was  paying  the  New  Zealand 
'Shipping  Ck>mpany  12s.  6d.  per  pound  for  bring- 
ing  its  mails  to  New  Zealand.  The  contract 
•did  not  expire  until  December,  1889,  and  there- 
fore to  take  up  the  question  now  might  be  some- 
what premature.  At  the  same  time,  it  might 
be  remarked  that  these  steamers  usually  came 
through  Foveauz  Straits,  and  therefore  the 
first  port  of  call  would  naturally  be  the  Blufi. 
It  would  be  much  better  if  the  mails  were 
landed  there,  for  then  the  whole  of  Southland, 
the  Lake  District,  and  the  inland  goldfields — ^in 
fact,  the  greater  part  of  Otago— would  get  their 
mails  delivered  much  quicker  than  now,  when 
they  often  did  not  get  them  until  after  they  had 
been  delivered  in  Auckland.  He  was  not  at  all 
desirous  of  perpetuating  anything  in  the  shape 
of  provincial  jealousies;  but,  still,  when  they 
were  paying  12s.  6d.  a  pound  for  the  carriage  of 
mails,  he  thought  that  the  southern  part  of  the 
Island  should  have  the  earliest  possible  delivery 
of  its  mail  matter.  He  hoped  the  Postmaster- 
Oeneral,  when  arranging  for  the  fresh  contract, 
would  provide  that  the  mails  should  be  de- 
livered at  the  earliest  possible  port.  The 
Bluff  Harbour  Board  had  offered  to  meet 
steamers  in  the  Straits  and  to  land  the  mails 
for  a  very  small  charge — the  sum  of  £5  for  each 
occasion ;  so  that  no  objection  could  be  made 
by  the  Shipping  Company,  for  the  steamers 
would  not  then  have  to  call  at  the  Bluff,  but 
could  tranship  their  mails  in  the  open  sea. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  a  matter 
that  certainly  ought  to  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered when  the  time  to  renew  the  contract 
was  nearing.  Since  the  steamers  had  called  at 
Hobart  Wellington  was  found  to  be  the  nearest 
port  of  call,  and  the  Post  Office  authorities  also 
considered,  looking  to  the  delivery  of  mails  over 
the  whole  colony,  that  this  was  a  very  con- 
venient place.  The  steamers  had  the  right  to 
call  first  at  any  port  they  chose,  and  this  right 
had  affected  the  price  of  the  contract.  No 
doubt  any  Government  would  take  care,  when 
the  contract  was  again  under  revision,  to  have 
the  matter  carefully  considered.  With  regard 
to  a  boat  meeting  the  steamers  in  the  Straits, 
that  would  be  a  very  uncertain  operation,  as  the 
weather  might  often  be  rough,  and  the  bags 


could  be  easily  lost  overboard  when  transferring 
them ;  so  it  was  hard  to  see  how  that  process 
could  be  adopted  in  all  cases. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary,  If 
he  is  aware  of  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in 
which  the  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony  have 
been  compiled ;  and  if  he  will  take  whatever 
steps  he  may  deem  necessary  to  improve  the 
system  ?  When  giving  notice  of  this  question 
he  had  not  been  aware  that  other  honourable 
members  were  moving  in  this  particular  mat- 
ter ;  but,  since  it  had  been  stated  that  afternoon 
that  the  Government  were  going  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand,  he  hoped  they  would  propose 
some  means  by  which  those  who  had  been  on 
the  rolls  in  respect  of  freehold  properties  should 
be  prevented  from  voting  in  respect  of  those 
properties  after  they  had  parted  with  tiiem. 
There  had  been  a  large  number  of  such  cases 
throughout  the  colony  during  the  last  election. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  stated  that  probably  the 
honourable  member  would  consider  that  he 
(Mr.  Hislop)  had  sufficiently  replied  to  this 
question  in  his  answers  to  those  asked  pre- 
viously. The  Government  would  do  what  was 
possible  in  the  matter. 

SEAWARD  BUSH  FIREWOOD  FREIGHT. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  favourably  consider  framing 
a  special  tariff  for  the  conveyance  of  firewood 
from  Seaward  Bush,  to  enable  settlers  to  clear 
their  sections,  and  also  with  a  view  to  pro- 
moting further  settlement  on  the  Crown  lands 
in  that  locality?  No  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  aware  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  people  had  taken  up  Government  land 
there,  and  in  many  cases  there  were  no  roads 
by  which  they  could  convey  firewood  away.  If 
they  were  enabled  to  clear  their  land  by  selling 
their  timber  for  firewood  it  would  be  a  very 
material  benefit  to  them,  and  it  would  tend  to 
lessen  the  want  of  employment,  as  it  would 
cause  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  his 
way  to  give  a  favourable  reply  to  this  question. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  regretted  that  the  Go- 
vemment  could  not  hold  out  any  hope  of 
making  a  special  tariff  on  this  line.  The  fire- 
wood rate  from  stations  on  this  line  was  very 
low,  the  maximum  rate  from  the  present  ter« 
minus  being  only  9s.  a  truck  of  three  cords. 
The  (rovemment  therefore  could  not  at  present 
frame  any  special  tariff  for  the  line. 

WELLINGTON  -  WAIRARAPA  ROLLING- 
STOCK. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  all  new  carriages  and 
trucks  required  on  the  Wellington- Wairarapa 
Railway  to  be  made  at  Pitone  workshops,  in- 
stead of  their  being  manufactured  at  Addington  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  unfortunately  for- 
the  colony,  the  Government  had  far  more  work- 
shops than  they  required,  and  the  cry  from 
each  centre  had  always  been  to  have  the  work 
required  for  each  district  manufactured  in  its 
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own  shop ;  but,  owing  to  having  better  appli- 
ances at  Addington,  it  had  been  found  more 
economical  to  havjB  a  great  deal  of  the  work 
done  there.  But,  as  the  Government  had  now 
a  Ifikrge  stock  of  supplies  on  hand,  they  should 
in  future  endeavour  to  have  the  local  require- 
ments supplied  when  practicable  within  the 
district. 

GOVERNMENT  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  present  de- 
pressed condition  of  the  farming  community  of 
the  colony,  he  will  take  into  consideration  the 
position  of  the  Government  settlers,  with  the 
view  of  affording  them  some  immediate  relief 
from  their  straitened  circumstances ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have  a  general 
revaluation  made  of  their  holdings,  so  as  to 
secure  their  retention  upon  the  land?  The 
serious  position  of  many  settlers  in  the  country 
prompted  him  in  putting  this  question,  for  un- 
less something  was  done  in  the  direction  he 
indicated  the  consequences  to  the  country 
must  be  very  serious  indeed.  A  number  of 
Government  settlers  were  in  arrear  with  their 
payments— not  only  those  holding  on  deferred 
payment,  but  those  who  had  leases.  At  the 
end  of  September  last  he  believed  the  total  of 
the  arrears  was  £40,000.  Unless  something 
was  done,  the  Government,  instead  of  being  the 
means  of  assisting  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try, would  be  the  means  of  concentrating  all 
tlie  people  in  the  towns  and  thereby  injuring 
boTui  fide  settlement. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  some  mea- 
sures of  relief  were  included  in  the  Land  Bill 
which  it  was  intended  to  introduce.  The  ques- 
tion of  a  revaluation  of  holdings  was  under 
consideration,  and  probably  at  a  later  period 
the  Government  would  be  in  a  position  to 
say  whether  anything  practical  could  be  done. 

DETERIORATED  POWDER. 
Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence,— 
(1)  What  quantity  of  "  deteriorated  "  powder 
there  is  in  the  magazines;  (2)  what  was  the 
cost  of  such  powder ;  (3)  how  did  it  become  **  de- 
teriorated ;  '*  and  (4)  whether  this  powder  was 
obtained  for  defence  purposes  ? 
.  Mr.  FERGUS  said  1,9001b.  of  fine-grain  rifle- 
powder  had  been  saved  from  the  muzzle-loading 
cartridges  handed  over  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, with  a  large  number  of  old  arms  and 
stores,  in  1865-66.  The  arms  for  the  ammunition 
had  long  since  been  sold  to  the  Chinese,  and 
the  cartridges  broken  up,  the  powder  being  only 
fit  for  saluting  purposes.  There  was  also  the 
quantity  of  1,5001b.  of  colonial-made  gunpowder 
remaining  of  the  ton  agreed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  taken  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
industry,  and  voted  by  Parliament,  at  the  price 
oif  Is.  per  pound.  This  powder  proved  of  no  use 
for  cartridges^  and  was  now  used  for  salutes  and 
practice  with  gfikrrison  guns.  The  cost  of  the 
first  -  described  powder  was  merely  nominal. 
The  English  powder  had  deteriorated  through 
age,  as  it  was  well  known  all  powder  did.  The 
colonial  powder  was  never  fit  for  militazy  pur- 
Mr.  MitcheUon 


poses,  being  too  weak  and  dirty.  In  reply  to 
the  last  question,  the  answer  was,  Yes :  it  was- 
purchased  for  defence  purposes — the  one  kind 
twenty  years  ago,  the  other  five  years  ago  aa 
an  encouragement  to  local  industries. 

DUNEDIN  RAILWAY  EMPLOYJ^S. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works, — (1)  Whether  it  is  true  that  instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  to  the  heads  of  the  di{' 
ferent  railway  departments  in  Dunedin  to 
retrench  by  discharging  a  number  of  men  now 
receiving  5s.  and  6s.  per  day,  and,  if  so,  how 
mstny  men  are  to  be  discharged ;  (2)  whether 
instructions  have  been  issued  that  men  receiv- 
ing 7b.  are  to  be  reduced  to  6s.  6d.  per  day ; 
(3)  if  the  reduction  above  mentioned  is  to  be 
made,  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  departments- 
in  like  proportion?  The  question  extended 
over  a  wide  range,  and  involved  the  subject  of 
the  reduction  of  wages.  He  was  assured  that 
there  was  a  very  wide  and  strong  feeling  of 
alarm  among  the  railway  workmen  of  the 
South  Island  as  to  what  was  to  happen  with 
regard  to  dismissals,  and  ho  could  not  show 
that  state  of  feeling  better  than  by  reading  part 
of  a  letter  he  had  received  from  a  reliable  cor- 
respondent, and  if  there  was  any  exaggeration 
of  the  facts  he  was  sure  the  Grovemment  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  correct  it,  and  to  relieve 
the  men  from  the  anxiety  under  which  they 
now  suffered.  Among  other  things,  the  letter 
said, — 

"  At  the  request  of  a  number  of  railway  mcn» 
I  have  sent  you  this  to  inform  you  that  a  vory 
uneasy  feeling  exists  among  the  railway  em- 
ploy^ of  every  department,  in  consequence  of 
the  wholesale  sacking  of  the  men  now  tckking 
place  hero,  and  the  uncertainty  that  exists 
amongst  them  whether  the  reductions  being 
made  are  by  order  of  the  Ministry  now  in 
power,  or  merely  according  to  the  whim  of  the 
heads  of  departments  .  In  fact,  a  perfect  reign 
of  terror  exists,  and  no  one  knows  how  soon  he 
may  receive  a  week's  notice  that  his  services 
are  to  be  dispensed  with.  Some  of  the  notices 
are  most  arbitrary  and  cruel.  For  instance, 
all  men  in  the  railway,  no  matter  what  depart- 
ment they  belong  to,  who  have  reached  the  age 
of  sixty  are  to  be  sacked — ^no  account  is  taken  as 
to  the  number  of  years  they  have  served  the  Go- 
vernment faithfully,  or  whether  they  are  still 
hale  and  strong  and  fit  for  their  work— they  are 
to  go.  The  surface-men  and  platelayers  seem  to 
have  been  especially  marked  out  for  this  treat- 
ment. I  know  of  six  men  who  have  been  on 
the  line  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  each,  and  re- 
ceived a  week's  notice  last  Monday  that  they 
were  no  longer  wanted,  and  without  a  word 
about  a  shilling  compensation.  After  all  their 
years'  faithful  services  at  about  6b.  6d.  per  day, 
to  be  turned  adrift  in  their  old  age  means 
nothing  less  than  the  Benevolent  Institution 
for  them.  Two  of  these  men  were  taken  over 
with  the  Port  Chalmers  line  from  Mr.  Proud- 
foot  by  the  Government  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase. Both  these  old  men  have  been  about 
fifteen  years  in  the  service,  and  surely  somo 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.]  Dunedin  Railway 


[HOUSE.] 


EmployeSi 


8^ 


«ompensatdon  should  be  given  them,  as,  after 
bxixigmg  up  their  families  on  66.  6d.  per  day, 
they  could  not  possibly  have  been  able  to  save 
myihing  for  their  old  age.  In  last  night's  Star 
Appears  a  notice,  ivhich  I  enclose,  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  hands  are  to  be  knocked 
off  the  South  Island  railways.  The  extract  is 
as  follows :  *  One  hundred  and  fifty  ha^ds  em- 
ployed on  the  South  Island  railway-hnes  are 
said  to  have  received  notice  that  their  services 
will  not  be  required.  The  North  Otago  Times 
understands  that  this  step  has  been  taken  by 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  any  scheme  of  retrench- 
ment the  Government  may  have  decided  upon 
carrying  out.*  It  is  felt  very  certain  that,  if 
one-half  of  the  working  staff  are  sacked,  the 
number  of  the  *  bosses '  will  still  be  the  same  as 
if  the  full  staff  were  on.  It  was  so,  I  know, 
during  the  last  retrenchment.  Men  from  the 
Hillside  workshops  are  getting  the  sack  every 
week  by  twos  and  threes.  Out  of  the  way  and 
works  department  about  a  dozen  have  already 
got  their  week's  notice :  these  are  tradesmen  of 
every  description  ;  and  from  Inspector  Mathe- 
son's  section  of  the  permanent  -  way  thirty 
quarzymen,  fencers,  &c.,  and  fifteen  platelayers 
are  to  go.  One  gang  out  of  every  five  are  to  go, 
and  that  means  that  every  man  will  have  such 
an  enormous  length  of  the  line  to  look  after 
and  keep  in  repair  that  it  is  impossible  to  be 
done  properly,  and  cousequently  the  road  will 
not  be  safe  for  traffic,  and  will  be  dangerous  to 
life  and  limb.  I  know  of  one  gang,  the  first 
one  south  from  Dunedin,  who  will  have  nearly 
eight  miles  to  look  after,  and  that  gang  num- 
bers five  men.  The  men  tell  me  that  after  the 
reductions  made  among  them  by  Major  Atkin- 
son some  years  back  the  road  became  so  bad, 
and  the  rolling-stock  suffered  so  in  consequence, 
that  it  must  have  cost  the  country,  when 
another  Ministry  came  in  power,  fully  £50,000 
to  get  things  in  proper  order  again." 

That  was  the  real  gist  of  the  story  which  had 
come  to  him  from  Dunedin,  and  which  had 
como  from  a  person  whom  he  could  thoroughly 
rely  on.  If  the  statement  was  exaggerated,  or 
if  the  writer  had  been  misinformed,  he  was  sure 
the  Government  would  be  only  too  glad  to  re- 
assure not  only  the  men  but  the  country  gene- 
rally on  the  subject.  If  one-half  the  statements 
were  true,  and  if  retrenchment  were  to  be  carried 
out  like  that  all  over  the  country,  he  need  not 
speak  of  the  dire  distress  and  desolation  which 
would  be  caused  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said  the  answer  to  the 
first  x>art  of  the  question  was  that  no  such  in- 
structions had  been  given ;  the  answer  to  the 
second  part  was  that  no  instructions  had  been 
given  to  reduce  the  men  from  7s.  6d.  to  6s.  6d. ; 
and  the  answer  to  the  third  part  would  be 
given  in  the  Financial  Statement  that  evening. 
Owing  to  the  want  of  work  some  men  would 
have  to  be  dismissed.  As  to  the  men  on  the 
permanent-way,  their  number  could  not  be  re- 
duced, as  he  understood  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  full  force  of  four  men  for  each  section 
still  engaged.     If  there  was  no  work  in  the 


workshops  for  the  men  to  perform,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  keep  them  in  employment,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  those  for  whom  no  profitable 
work  could  be  found. 

LIEUT-COLONEL  NOAKE. 

Mr.  FELDWICK  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, If  he  has  seen  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
"  How  we  may  save  £50,000  a  year  by  the  Re- 
organization of  our  Forces,"  addressed  and 
posted  to  members  of  this  House  by  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Noake ;  and  whether  he  does  not  con- 
sider the  conduct  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Noake  a 
gross  breach  of  military  discipline  and  of  the 
Volunteer  Begulations  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vemment  had  been  called  to  this  matter,  but 
he  had  not  had  time  yet  to  read  the  brochure. 
He  intended  to  do  so,  and  the  Government 
would  then  take  such  steps  as  it  might  deem 
desirable  to  maintain  the  discipline  of  the 
Force. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  McGregor  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary,  Whether  the  Government  will  take  any 
steps  to  make  the  General  Assembly  library 
available  to  literary  men  and  members  of  the 
Press  during  the  recess  ?  He  asked  this  ques- 
tion in  the  interest  of  a  small  but  important 
section  of  the  conmiunity.  He  understood  that 
there  were  some  regulations  in  force ;  but  these 
regulations,  he  hoped,  could  be  widened  with 
safety  to  the  valuable  collection  of  books  in  the 
library. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  admission  to  the  library 
during  the  recess  was  regulated  by  two  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Joint  Library  Committee, 
and  confirmed  by  the  two  Houses  :  — 

'*  1.  That  visitors  may,  on  application  to  the 
Chairman,  be  admitted  to  the  library  for  the 
purpose  of  reference. 

**2.  That  literary  workers  or  students  of  a 
special  subject  may;  at  the  dfscretion  of  the 
Chairman,  be  permitted  to  take  out  specified 
works  on  that  subject." 

The  matter  was  one  for  the  Committee  to 
deal  with;  and  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
range  of  usefulness  of  the  library  should  be  ex- 
tended as  much  as  possible. 

HIKUTAIA  WAGES-MEN. 

Mr.  CADMAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  When  he  purposes  paying  the  wages- 
men  the  moneys  impounded  for  them  by  order 
of  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  Thames,  on 
account  of  work  done  on  Heath  and  Irwin's 
contract,  Hikutaia  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  full  instruc- 
tions in  reference  to  this  matter  had  been  for- 
warded to  Auckland;  and  claims  which  had 
been  recommended  for  payment  by  the  Govern- 
ment solicitor  at  Auckland — if  they  had  not 
been  paid  already — ^would  be  paid  within  the 
next  few  days. 
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PONSONBY  POSTAL  DELIVERY. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  "will  give  such  instructioiiB  to  the 
dej^rtment  in  Auckland  as  will  secure  to  the 
residents  of  Ponsonby  beyond  the  Three  Lamps 
the  benefit  of  the  bi-daily  postal  delivery  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  that  inquiries  vrould  be 
made,  and  if  the  extension  of  the  afternoon 
delivery  could  be  carried  out  without  further 
expense  to  the  department  it  would  be  done. 

FRUIT-IMPORTATION. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  toke  the  necessary  and  immediate  action 
to  put  a  reasonable  duty  upon  all  fruits,  whether 
in  pulp  or  otherwise,  arriving  in  the  colony,  ex- 
cepting therefrom  such  fruits  as  are  of  a  tropical 
chsunicter  ?  He  had  been  asked  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Fruit-growers'  Association  of  Canterbury 
to  put  this  question  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  answer  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  question  could  only  take  the 
form  of  a  reiteration  of  the  statement  regsuxling 
Customs  duties  in  the  Governor's  Speech — that 
the  whole  question  of  the  tariff  would  receive 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  Government 
during  the  recess. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  FISHER  moved.  That  a  Public  Petitions 
Committee,  A  to  L,  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  ten  members,  to  consider  all  petitions  that 
may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  Petitions  Classifi- 
cation Committee ;  such  Committee  to  classify 
and  prepare  abstracts  of  the  same  in  such  form 
and  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  best  suited 
to  convey  to  this  House  all  requisite  informa- 
tion respecting  their  contents,  and  to  report 
the  same  from  time  to  time  to  this  House,  and 
to  have  power  to  report  their  opinions  and 
observations  thereupon  to  this.  House ;  the 
Committee  to  have  power  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers :  three  to  be  a  quorum :  the  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr. 
Duncan,  Mr.  Fish,  Mr.  Goldie,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Moat,  Mr.  Seymour,  Mr.  Tumbull,  and 
the  mover. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  given  some  reasons 
why  it  was  proposed  to  divide  this  Committee. 
He  (Mr.  Tumbull)  had  been  connected  with 
the  Committee  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  he 
had  been  Chairman  of  it  for  the  last  four 
years.  He  had  been  told  that  this  motion 
was  made  in  consequence  of  a  suggestion  made 
by  a  Conmiittee  which  undertook  to  revise 
the  duties  of  the  officials  of  the  Legislature, 
and  he  believed  that  in  the  report  of  that 
Committee  a  statement  was  made  that  it  would 
be  as  well  to  strike  off  the  salfikries  of  the  Chair- 
men of  the  Committees,  and,  in  order  that 
there  should  not  be  too  much  work  placed 
upon  them,  that  two  Committees  should  be 
formed.  He  spoke  with  very  great  confidence 
on  this  matter,  because  he  himself  had 
gone  to  the  Premier,  in  the  beginning  of 
last  session,  and  urged  upon  him  that,  if 
retrenchment  was  to  be  effected,  the  salaries  of 
the  Chairmen  of  Committees  might  be  struck 


off,  and  that  there  was  a  precedent  for  the* 
same,  because  when  the  Hcdl  Government  re- 
duced the  salaries  of  officers  in  the  depart- 
ments the  House  itself  struck  off  the  salaries- 
of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Waste  Lands,  Nati^a^ 
Affairs,  and  Public  Petitions  Committees.  He 
thought  it  was  very  fair  that  the  House  should 
retrench  in  that  way.  He  could  hardly,  how- 
ever, see  that  the  proposal  would  be  retrench- 
ment in  this  instance,  because  they  would 
have  to  appoint  an  additional  clerk,  they 
would  have  to  occupy  an  additional  room — and 
rooms  were  scarce  now — they  would  want  ad- 
ditional attendance,  and  he  was  afraid  it  would 
involve  additional  reporting.  There  could  be- 
no  reasonable  ground  for  dividing  the  Com- 
mittee, because,  although  there  was  consider- 
able work  to  do,  there  never  had  been,  except 
in  one  instance,  any  petitions  left  not  reported 
on,  and  in  that  case  the  papers  in  reference 
to  the  petition  were  most  voluminous,  so 
much  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  members  to 
read  them  and  deliver  a  decision  during  that 
session.  As  he  had  pointed  out,  the  proposed 
alteration  could  not  be  one  in  the  way  of  re- 
trenchment, for  an  additional  clerk  would  have 
to  be  appointed  and  additional  reporting  would 
be  involved ;  and  it  would  mean  a  waste  of 
time  on  the  part  of  officials  waitmg  to  giT& 
evidence  before  the  Committee.  At  present 
arrangements  could  be  made  so  that  those- 
officials  could  give  evidence  upon  two  or  three 
petitions  on  the  same  day.  It  might  be  said 
that  these  officers  would  be  paid  whether  they 
were  waiting  on  Committees  or  not ;  but,  at  the- 
same  time,  when  members  were  constantly 
going  to  the  Buildings  for  information,  it 
would  be  inconvenient  if  officials  were  away 
from  their  offices.  He  felt  sure  that  the  old 
arrangement  would  be  more  economical.  He 
would  request  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
kindly  withdraw  his  name  from  the  Com- 
mittee, and  if  the  House  would  consent  to 
allow  that  to  be  done  he  should  feel  obliged. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  with  a  view  of  giving 
effect  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  last 
speaker,  he  would  move  the  striking-out  of  the 
words  "  A  to  L."  He  believed  that  one  Com- 
mittee could  perform  the  whole  of  the  business 
that  was  necessary.  He  had  had  conaiderahle 
experience  on  this  Conmiittee,  and  had  never 
yet  known  an  instance  of  petitions  being  left 
undealt-with  through  press  of  work  at  the 
wind-up  of  a  session.  This  division  would 
cause  great  inconvenience  to  honourable  mem- 
bers and  officials  of  the  House  if  agreed  to,  and 
he  might  point  out  that  a  nimiber  of  the  mem- 
bers proposed  to  be  appointed  to  this  Committee 
were  also  members  of  other  Committees,  and  it 
would  be  a  moral  impossibility  for  them  to 
attend  to  every  Committee  to  which  they  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  FISHER  could  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  there  vms  no  disrespect,  either 
covert  or  open,  intended  in  the  nomination  of 
this  Committee.  The  Committee  was  divided 
purely  for  the  reason  that — as  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  all  other  old  members  could 
see  and  understand  for  themselves — the  dutiea 
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of  the  Committee  were  of  an  exceedingly  heavy 
and  onerous  character,  and  it  was  believed  that 
by  dividing  the  Committee  in  this  manner  the 
duties  of  honourable  members  would  be  very 
considerably  lightened,  ^he  Government  were 
also  farther  influenced  by  the  consideration 
that  the  House  was  largely  composed  of  new 
members,  some  of  whom  expressly  desired  to 
be  placed  on  the  Committee.  He  would  be 
Sony  if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  any 
disrespect  was  intended  to  be  shown  towards 
him  in  this  matter,  as  he  was  the  last  member 
in  the  House  to  whom  any  feeliug  of  the  kind 
would  be  likely  to  be  displayed. 

Mr.  Seddon*s  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
to  omit  the  name  of  Mr.  Turnbuli. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  disclaimed  any  belief  that 
disrespect  had  been  intended  to  be  shown 
towards  him  in  connection  with  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Committee.  He  contended  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  necessity  to  incur 
the  additional  expense  that  would  be  entailed 
by  dividing  the  Committee  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. The  clerk  who  had  been  formerly  em- 
ployed in  connection  with  this  Committee  was 
one  of  the  most  able  and  industrious  gentlemen 
that  could  be  obtained  for  the  office.  Ho  (Mr. 
Turnbuli)  understood  there  was  to  be  an  entirely 
new  appointment  of  clerks,  which  would  involve 
additional  expense,  and  a  great  deal  of  unplea- 
santness to  the  Government. 

Amendment  carried. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  was  very  much  afraid 
that  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Turnbuirs  name 
would  cause  additional  expense.  As  a  member 
and  Chairman  of  that  Committee  Mr.  Turn- 
bull  had  done  his  work  well.  The  result  would 
be  that  the  duties  would  be  transferred  to 
those  who  probably  would  not  understand  the 
work  nearly  so  well,  and  in  this  manner  very 
much  greater  expense  would  be  caused.  There- 
fore he  regretted  very  much  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  withdrawn  his  name.  He 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  realise  that 
they  could  save  considerably  by  abandoning  the 
proposal  of  appointing  two  Committees  instead 
of  one.  It  was  a  bad  omen,  at  such  an  early 
period  of  the  session,  when  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  for  effecting  a  saving,  that  the 
opportunity  should  not  be  taken  advantage  of. 
The  work  of  the  Committee  had  been  well  per- 
formed hitherto. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HISLOP— in  moving,  That  a  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  M  to  Z,  be  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  ten  members,  to  consider  all  petitions 
that  may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  Petitions 
Classification  Committee;  such  Committee  to 
classify  and  prepare  abstracts  of  the  same  in 
such  form  and  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them 
best  suited  to  convey  to  this  House  all  requisite 
information  respecting  their  contents,  and  to 
report  the  same  from  time  to  time  to  this 
House,  and  to  have  power  to  report  their 
opinions  and  observations  thereupon  to  this 
House ;  the  Committee  to  have  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers ;  three  to  be  a  quorum : 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr. 


Bruce,  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  McGregor,  Mr.  Ehodes, 
Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Withy,  and  the  mover — asked  leave  to  amend 
the  motion  by  omitting  the  names  of  Mr. 
McGregor  and  Mr.  Withy. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  it  was  made  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  honourable  gentlemen  whose  names 
were  proposed  to  be  omitted  ;  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton,  at  whose  request  it 
was  done,  could  give  an  explanation  much 
better  than  he  could  as  to  why  it  was  desired 
to  omit  the  names. 

Leave  granted  to  omit  names. 

Mr. W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  proposed  to  pay  the  Chairmen 
of  these  Committees.  If  the  House  was  to 
deal  with  the  question  at  the  present  time  he 
thought  it  was  important  to  understand  whether 
or  not  two  Committees  should  be  agreed  to. 
Such  a  course  would  put  a  certain  amount  of 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
which  it  was  undesirable  they  should  possess. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  asked  him  to  explain  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  subject.  This  was  a  position 
he  felt  rather  new  in.  He  would  be  most  happy 
to  give  to  anything  that  emanated  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  side  of  the  House  a 
most  favourable  interpretation. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  so  far  as  consulting 
the  wishes  of  the  Opposition  in  framing  these 
Committees  was  concerned,  the  (rovemment 
took  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  inquired  what  addi- 
tional expense  would  be  incurred  by  adopting 
this  course. 

Mr.  HISLOP  understood  the  object  of  divid- 
ing the  Committee  into  two  was  to  save  expense, 
as  well  as  to  prevent  a  large  amount  of  labour 
being  cast  upon  one  member.  He  believed 
it  would  upon  trial  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was,  to  his  mind,  very  unsatisfactory 
and  very  discourteous.  It  was  not  very  courteous 
for  a  Minister  sitting  on  the  Government 
benches  to  refer  a  member  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  for  an  answer  to  the 
question  asked  of  him.  Taking  parties  as  they 
now  found  them,  and  looking  to  the  honour- 
able members  who  were  at  present  supporting 
the  Government,  he  maintained  that  the  mem*- 
bers  nominated  on  this  Committee,  as  they 
appeared  named  on  the  Order  Paper,  were, 
with  one  exception.  Government  supporters. 
He  considered  that  the  Government  in  so 
nominating  the  Committee  were  scarcely  acting 
fairly  to  the  other  side  of  the  House ;  and  when 
he  (Mr.  Seddon)  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
change  the  Minister  might  have  told  him  that 
he  had  seen  the  error  of  his  ways  and  was  going 
to  equalise  the  numbers. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  reason  for  the  alteration  was  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  came  to 
him  and  said  that  the  names  placed  on  the 
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Committee  gave  too  much  of  a  majority  fox  the 
(Qovermnent.  He  proposed  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  should  see  the  mover  of  the 
resohition  and  get  it  altered.  That  was  done, 
and  t^vo  names  of  supposed  Government  sup- 
porters were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  two 
others,  whom  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
burton  nominated,  substituted.  He  believed 
that  the  cutting  of  tli^  Committee  into  two 
would  lead  to  a  considerable  saving  of  money, 
and  give  more  satisfaction  to  a  large  number  of 
petitioners  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  thought  that 
their  claims  were  not  sufficiently  investigated. 
It  would  also  enable  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittees to  devote  more  time  to  private  Bills. 
They  all  knew  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  was  a  most  excellent  Chairman,  and 
had  always  brought  his  work  to  the  House  well 
prepared ;  but  the  work  was  too  much  of  a  tax 
upon  him.  It  was  proposed  that  there  should 
be  no  increase  of  expense,  as  the  clerks  at  pre- 
sent at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  would 
continue  to  do  the  work  of  the  two  Committees, 
which  might  sit  on  alternate  days. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  explain  how  more  attention 
would  be  paid  to  the  petitions  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  only  to  sit  on  alternate  days ;  as  it 
appeared  to  him  that  under  that  arrangement 
only  the  same  number  of  hours  would  be  given 
to  the  consideration  of  petitions  that  was  now 
given.  To  his  mind,  it  would  be  far  better  if  the 
Government  were  to  do  something  to  curtail  the 
power  of  petitioning,  which  had  been  very  much 
abused  for  many  years  past.  Petitions  from 
the  same  persons  had  been  coming  in  year  after 
year  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  had  been  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  House  uselessly.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  another  Legislature 
in  the  world  in  which  so  much  time  was  given 
to  petitions. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MARCHANT,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  as 
early  as  possible  copy  of  the  map  presented 
to  the  House  in  1885,  showing  the  clocks  of 
land  which  would  be  allocated  to  the  Midland 
Railway  Company. 

VACCINE  LYMPH. 

Mr.  HOBBS  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Registrar- General  and  the  Central 
Board  of  Health,  Wellington,  and  Dr.  Caldwell, 
of  Kawakawa,  Bay  of  Islands,  Public  Vac- 
cinator, respecting  the  supply  of  vaccine  lymph 
which  has  been  repeatedly  sent  to  him  and 
proved  worthless. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  to  know  if  it  was 
not  competent  to  move  "  the  previous  question ;" 
because  it  seemed  absurd  that  the  House  should 
be  asked  to  carry  a  motion  of  this  kind.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  be  playing  with  the 
House,  to  put  a  notice  like  this  on  the  Paper. 
Perhaps  the  honourable  member  would  witii- 
draw  tbo  motion. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
Mr,  Fergus 


playing  with  the  House,  even  if  the  honooiable 
member  was,  and  he  should  press  his  motion. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*  That 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 


Allen 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Graham 

HaU 

Hamlin 

Hislop 

Jackson 


Ballance 

Blake 

Buxton 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fitchctt 

Fraser 

Gnmraond 

Hodgkinson 

Hutchison 

Izard 

For. 
Atkinson. 


Ayes,  SI. 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
Mitchclson 
Moat 
Monk 
Moss 
Newman 
Ormond 
Pearson 
Rhodes 

Noes,  86. 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kerr 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McGregor 
^IcKenzie,  J. 
Mills 

O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Perceval 
Reeves,  W.  P. 


Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

S.-lilenteath 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Hobbs 
Thompson,  H. 

Richardson,  E. 

Russell 

Steward,  W.J. 

Taylor 

TurnbuU 

Valentine 

Vogel 

Walker 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Reeves,tR.  H.  J. 
' Seddon! 


Pair. 


Against. 
Levcstam. 


Majority  against,  5. 
Motion  negatived. 

MEMBERS  INTERESTED  IN  NATIVE 
LANDS. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  understood  that 
it  had  created  a  great  deal  of  feeling  among 
members ;  but,  after  the  Bill  of  which  Mr. 
Taipua  had  given  notice,  and  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict for  making  both  races  one  people,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  this  motion 
forward. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return  show- 
ing the  names  of  any  honourable  members  of 
the  present  House  who  are  interested  pecu- 
niarily in  Native  lands." — (Mr.  Taiwhanga.) 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government  in- 
tended to  oppose  this  motion.  It  was  inquisi- 
torial in  its  nature,  and  it  would  cake  a  long 
time  to  obtain  the  information  required  by  the 
honourable  member.  The  honourable  member 
would  be  able  to  obtain  the  information  he  re- 
quired by  making  a  personal  application  to  the 
members  themselves.  He  therefore  trusted  the 
honourable  member  would  see  his  way  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  KERR  hoped  the  honourable  member 
would  not  withdraw  the  motion.  It  might  be 
that  some  who  sat  on  the  Committee  on  Native 
Affairs  were  interested  in  the  lands  as  suggested 
by  the  motion,  and  it  was  really  necessary  the 
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House  should  know  whether  such  was  the  case 
oz  not.  He  supposed  the  Native  members  must 
think  there  was  something  in  it,  or  they  would 
not  have  made  the  motion ;  and,  if  there  was 
anything  in  it,  he  would  like  to  know  about  it 
at  once. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  only  like  to  ask 
the  honourable  the  mover  what  he  meant  by 
"pecuniary  interest;"  because  he  (Captain 
Russell)  presumed  that  every  person  who,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  was  interested  in  a  loan 
company  that  advanced  money  on  mortgage  to 
some  gentleman  who  had  freehold  property, 
and  had,  perhaps,  also  invested  in  Maori  pro- 
perty, might  be  said  to  be  "pecuniarily  in- 
terested "  in  Maori  land.  If  the  term  did  not 
mean  that,  then  it  practically  meant  nothing 
at  all.  Did  it  mean  any  member  of  the  House 
who  had,  before  the  repeal  of  the  Native  Lands 
Act,  engaged  in  purchasing  Native,  lands  ?  He 
confessed  that  after  reading  the  motion  he 
failed  to  understand  what  it  meant,  and  he 
hoped  that  when  the  time  came  for  putting  it 
to  the  House  the  honourable  member  would 
explain  thoroughly  what  it  was  he  did  mean, 
and  what  shape  the  return,  if  granted,  should 
take  when  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  said  the  resolution  as  at  pre- 
sent framed  might  lead  to  considerable  doubt. 
**  Pecuniarily  interested,"  as  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  was 
a  very  wide  term  ;  but  he  quite  conceived  that 
the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  resolu- 
tion wished  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  what  mem- 
bers were  entitled  to  vote  on  questions  relating 
to  Native  land  and  what  members  should  not  be 
entitled  to  so  vote.  Now,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  there  might  be  cases  of  a  very  immediate 
nature  affected  very  intimately  by  questious 
arising  in  the  House,  which  it  would  not  be 
right  for  a  member  so  interested  to  vote  upon. 
But  that  was  not  saying  that  any  person  who 
had  an  indirect  or  remote  interest  in  Native 
lands  should  not  be  allowed  to  vote  upon  ques- 
tions of  policy;  for  that  would  be  obviously 
contrary  to  parliamentary  practice.  In  fact 
the  degree  of  intimacy  and  the  nature  of  the 
interest  would  entirely  affect  the  question.  He 
might  point  out  to  the  honourable  member 
who  had  introduced  the  motion  that,  whenever 
a  vote  was  taken  upon  a  question,  he  could 
challenge  the  votes  of  any  honourable  mem- 
bers who  were  presmned  to  be  interested.  But, 
if  it  was  the  object  of  the  honourable  member 
to  arrive  at  some  knowledge  of  those  in  and 
out  of  the  House  who  had  very  immediate 
interests  in  Native  lands,  it  would  be  advisable 
of  him  to  allow  the  debate  to  be  adjourned, 
and  to  consider  whether  the  resolution  could 
not  be  remodelled  into  a  shape  which  would 
make  it  unobjectionable  to  the  Qovemment 
and  to  the  House.  If  that  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  honourable  member's  wishes,  he 
would  move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned 
until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  intimated  his  willingness 
to  accept  this. 
.  Debate  adjourned. 


WAITOTARA  LANDS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  moved  for  a  return  show- 
ing—(1)  The  area  of  the  various  blocks  of 
land,  including  education  reserves,  belonging  to 
the  Crown,  and  situate  wholly  or  in  part  in 
the  Electoral  District  of  Waitotara ;  (2)  what 
moneys  have  been  expended  or  liabilities  in- 
curred in  the  construction  of  roads  into  or  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  such  blocks;  (8)  what 
reports  have  been  received  as  to  the  suitability 
or  otherwise  of  such  blocks  for  settlement. 

Major  JACKSON  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
an  addition  to  the  motion  as  follows:  **The 
return  shall  show — (1)  the  amount  expended 
on  the  several  roads  in  the  Waitotara  Elec- 
toral District  during  each  of  the  three  last 
years  ending  on  the  30th  September ;  (2)  the 
number  of  roads  laid  out  in  the  district,  and  to 
what  settlements  or  places  they  are  severally 
intended  to  go ;  (3)  what  portion  of  the  work 
has  been  done  by  contract ;  (4)  what  by  day- 
labour  ;  (5)  the  names  of  the  several  persons 
employed  as  engineers,  surveyors,  and  inspec- 
tors ;  (6)  the  names  of  all  persons,  other  than 
contractors  and  day-labourers,  who  received 
money  in  connection  with  the  said  roads,  and 
the  amounts  they  received ;  (7)  out  of  what 
fund  the  money  was  provided ;  (8)  the  name 
of  the  Minister  or  Ministers  who  gave  authority 
for  the  work." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  had  no  objection  to  the 
addition  of  the  words,  but  thought  it  would 
involve  unnecessary  expense. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  having  been  brought  up,  he 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  return  was  to 
include  the  names  of  those  employed  on  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  work.  He  believed 
that  the  route  of  the  present  railway  was 
through  a  part  of  this  electoral  district,  and,  if 
that  were  so,  a  considerable  part  of  the  return 
would  be  of  no  interest  to  anybody,  and  would 
only  add  to  the  cost  of  preparing  it. 

Major  JACKSON  thought  he  had  made  clear 
what  he  wanted,  which  was  a  return  regard- 
ing roads  in  the  Waitotara  District.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  work  on  the  railway  had 
been  commenced  inside  the  Waitotara  District. 
His  object  was  to  show  for  what  purpose  roads 
had  been  made,  and,  if  they  were  made  to 
settlements,  to  what  settlements,  and  whether 
the  roads  were  to  some  settlements  that  existed 
or  settlements  that  were  proposed  to  be  made. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  said  they  had  heard  a 
great  deal  about  printing  useless  returns  smd 
wsbsting  money  thereon.  Of  course  he  did 
not  know  the  object  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  asking  for  this  return,  but  he  thought 
it  was  pretty  obvious.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  House  would  shortly  be  in  possession  of 
this  information,  and  that  it  would  be  pro- 
vided by  a  power  altogether  outside  the  House, 
so  that  before  many  weeks  every  one  in  the 
colony  would  know  all  that  the  honourable 
member  wanted  to  know  now;  and  therefore 
if  the  honourable  member  let  the  matter  alone 
they  would  still  know  all  that  was  necessary. 

Words  added  to  the  motion,  and  motion,  as 
amended,  agreed  to. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

(For  aU  Tables  and  Betuma  referred  to  in  thU  State- 

mentt  see  Appendix  B.-l.) 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Mr.  Hamlin,  I  have  on 
several  similar  occasions  had  the  honour  of 
addressing  you  and  your  predecessors  in  that 
chair ;  but  I  need  hardly  say  that  on  no  pre- 
vious occasion  have  I  felt  a  greater  sense  of 
responsibility  and  of  the  difficulties  which  lie 
before  us  ;  yet  I  will  add  that  never  previously 
have  I  felt  more  confident  that  these  difficulties 
can  and  will  be  overcome,  since  the  colony, 
and  I  believe  this  Committee — reflecting,  as  it 
does,  the  mind  of  the  colony — has  determined 
that  our  difficulties  shall  be  met  and  dealt  with 
in  the  right  spirit. 

It  was  in  May  last  that  the  country  began 
in  earnest  to  recognise  the  fact  that  a  serious 
financial  problem  hod  to  be  faced.  Parlia- 
ment was  then  told  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  that,  every  possible 
economy  having  been  practised  in  the  proposed 
public  expenditure,  additional  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  £250,000  per  annum  must  be  imposed. 
Parliament,  however,  though  as  fully  resolved 
as  the  Government  not  to  let  the  current  ex- 
penditure exceed  the  current  revenue,  emphati- 
cally refused  the  proposed  additional  taxation, 
in  the  belief  that  further  larige  reductions  were 
possible  and  could  be  made  in  the  expenditure 
before  imposing  further  burdens,  so  that  these 
latter,  if  really  needed,  might  at  all  events  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  consequence  of 
this  refusal,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  elec- 
tors ;  but  they  fully  confirmed  the  decision  of 
the  last  Parliament,  and  I  am  here  to-night 
to  jpropose  the  first  step  towards  giving  that 
decision  efieot. 

I  take,  therefore,  as  my  starting-point  this 
firm  determination  of  the  country  for  re- 
trenchment— a  determination  which,  under  the 
still -continued  depression  of  trade  and  low 
price  of  some  of  our  main  staples,  no  one  can 
say  is  not  reasonable.  The  Government,  at  all 
events,  are  among  those  who  fully  believe  in 
the  reasonableness  of  this  decerminatioU)  and 
they  believe  also  that  the  country  is  prepared 
for  the  necessary  self-sacrifices  which  it  in- 
volves. To  some  extent,  I  hope,  retrenchment 
may  be  effected  by  greater  care  in  administra- 
tion. But  there  is  no  doubt  that,  speaking 
generally,  retrenchment  means  self-sacrifice  in 
some  shape  on  the  part  of  the  community  at 
large.  Honourable  members  will,  I  trust,  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  ask  them  to  bear  this  very  obvious 
but  very  important  truth  in  mind,  not  only  in 
looking  at  the  Government  proposals  as  a 
whole,  but  when  they  come  to  deal  with  them 
in  detail. 

It  ((will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  at  any 
length  to  the  transactions  of  last  year,  as  they 
have  been  dealt  with  by  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer in  his  Statement  of  May  last ;  but  I  de- 
sire here  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
difference  there  was  in  that  year  between  the 
recurrent  revenue  and  the  expenditure.  The 
deficit,  as  given  by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer 


for  the  year  1886-^7,  was  £92,298;  but  if  we 
omit  from  the  revenue  two  considerable  items 
which  will  not  recur  this  year — ^namely,  the 
surplus  of  £87,859  with  which  the  year  1886-87 
began,  and  the  windfall  of  £104,749  of  released 
sinking  fund— we  shall  find  that  what  I  have 
called  the  recurrent  revenue  fell  short  of  the 
expenditure  by  £234,901.  Bearing  this  fact  in 
mind,  honourable  members  will  be  better  able 
to  understand  how  the  late  Government,  after 
making  all  reductions  in  expenditure  they 
thought  possible  and  expedient,  felt  constrained 
to  propose  no  less  a  sum  than  a  quaf  ter  of  a 
million  of  taxation  over  that  of  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  March  last. 

It  is  desirable,  before  going  further,  that  I 
should  briefly  refer  to  the  position  of  the  Land 
Fund  Account.  It  must  he  remembered  that, 
although  the  Land  Fund  has  been  kept  in  a 
separate  account  since  1879-80,  and  very  wisely 
so,  it  is  in  law  a  part  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; 
and,  while  a  surplus  should  be  used  not  in  aid 
of  the  consolidated  revenue  but  upon  roads  and 
bridges  to  give  facilities  for  settlement,  any 
deficiency  in  the  Land  Fund  is  properly  a 
deficiency  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  should 
be  so  treated.  On  the  31st  March,  1887,  the 
Land  Fund  was  in  debt  £54,263,  so  that,  if  to 
the  £92,298  we  add,  as  we  should,  this  £54,268, 
the  deficit  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  at  the 
close  of  the  year  which  had  to  be  provided  for, 
including  the  Land  Fund,  was  £146,556,  and,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  included  in  the  deficiency 
bills  outstanding. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  the  Committee 
what  would  be  the  probable  deficit  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  Account  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year  on  the  twofold  supposition,  firstly, 
that  the  expenditure  continues  at  the  rate  pre- 
vailing when  the  present  Government  took 
office,  and,  secondly,  that  no  additional  taxa- 
tion is  imposed. 

Consolidated  Fund. 

Expenditure  (Ordinary  Revenue  Account)  for 

the  Year  1887-88, 

The  estimates  for  the  current  financial  year, 
as  laid  before  Parliament  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, having  been  reconsidered  in  the  light  of 
the  six  months*  actual  experience,  with  the  view, 
on  the  one  hand,  of  showing  the  probable  Rav- 
ings which  under  ordinary  circumstances  would 
have  accrued  on  the  votes  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and,  on  the  other,  of  adding  to  the  original 
estimates  the  cost  of  additional  services  for 
which  no  provision  had  been  made,  but  which, 
so  far  as  they  did  not  relate  to  services  under 
permanent  Acts,  would  have  had  to  be  brought 
down  and  voted  in  supplementary  estimates,  it 
now  appears  that  the  probable  expenditure  for 
the  current  year  would  amount  to  £4,118,395, 
as  against  the  total  of  £4,088,804  appearing  in 
the  estimates  of  the  late  Government. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  enter 
into  any  explanation  of  the  differences  between 
these  two  estimates ;  there  are  savings  and 
excesses  in  various  directions,  and  honourable 
members  will  find  them  set  out  with  sufficient 
fullness  in  a  table  which  will  be  appended  to 
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this  Statement.  I  may  remark,  however,  that 
the  so-called  savings  on  votes  which  we  ordi- 
narily expect  to  find  at  the  close  of  the  year 
will  not  prove  so  large  as  usual,  because  the 
estimates  appear  to  have  been  framed  with 
little  margin  over  the  sums  proposed  to  be 
actually  spent.  Amongst  the  services  either 
not  appearing  on  the  estimates  or  insufficiently 
pEDvided  for  are  the  following:  Interest  on 
advances  recently  obtained  from  the  Bank  of 
Kew  Zealand ;  compensation  for  loss  of  office 
paid  to  officers  whose  services  were  dispensed 
with  by  the  late  Government ;  expenses  attend- 
ing a  second  session  of  Parliament  within  the 
year;  expenses  of  a  general  election;  Stock 
Department  insufficiently  provided  for ;  liabili- 
ties in  respect  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Ex- 
hibition; additional  exchange  on  remittances 
to  London.  In  arriving  at  the  above  estimated 
total  of  £4,118,895, 1  have  not  allowed  for  the 
percentage  reduction  of  salaries,  estimated  to 
amount  to  £20,000,  proposed  by  the  late  Grovem- 
ment,  but  which  had  not  been  acted  on  when 
we  took  office. 

Ordinary  Revenue  for  the  Tear  1887-88. 

The  revenue  proper  received  for  the  six 
months  ending  on  the  80th  September  last 
was  £1,510,863.  This  was  £16,844  less  than 
was  received  during  the  same  period  of  the 
financial  year  1885-86;  the  Customs  yielded 
£29,446  less,  the  railways  £18,483  more,  than 
the  previous  year.  To  this  must  be  added  the 
proceeds  of  debentures,  amounting  to  £258,184, 
issued  last  April  under  **  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1884,"  on  account  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
accrue  during  the  financial  year  1887-88.  But 
I  do  not  add  the  proceeds  of  deficiency  bills 
sold,  because  my  object  is  to  show  what  the 
probable  deficit  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  total  receipts  were,  therefore,  exclusive  of 
the  proceeds  of  deficiency  bills,  £1,769,047.  In 
estimating  the  revenue  for  the  remainder  of  the 
financial  year  I  do  so  on  the  assumption  that 
taxation,  including  the  property- tax,  is  not 
altered  from  last  year.  I  may  remind  honour- 
able members  that  no  property-tax  has  been 
collected,  the  annual  Bill  not  having  yet  been 
passed.  With  regard  to  the  other  items  of 
revenue  I  have  aclopted  the  estimates  of  my 
predecessor,  except  as  regards  stamps  and  rail- 
ways. The  experience  of  the  past  six  months 
leads  to  the  probability  that  stamps  will  not 
reach  the  estimate  by  £32,600,  and  railways  by 
£50,000.  Taking  these  circumstances  mto  con- 
sideration, I  estimate  that  the  revenue  for  the 
six  months  ending  on  the  Slst  March,  1888, 
will  amount  to  £2,019,460,  making  a  total  of 
£8,788,507  for  the  year,  as  against  £4,156,184 
as  estimated  by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer, 
which  included  the  proposed  additional  taxa- 
tion. 

The  Land  Fund. 

I  have  already  informed  the  Committee  that 
on  the  Slst  March  last  there  was  a  balance  of 
£54,263  at  debit  of  the  Land  Fund  Account. 
On  the  81st  March,  1884,  there  was  a  balance 
of  £80,447  at  credit :  the  Land  Fund  expendi- 


ture has,  therefore,  during  the  past  three  years 
exceeded  the  receipts  by  an  average  of  £44,900 
a  year.  Last  year  the  expenditure  exceeded 
the  receipts  by  £33,879.  It  is  expected  that 
the  receipts  for  the  current  year,  estimated  by 
the  late  Government  at  £108,890,  will  be  real- 
ised; and  a  revision  of  the  expenditure,  esti- 
mated at  £170,907,  results  in  a  probable  decrease 
of  £2,600 :  thus  the  expenditure  of  the  year 
would  have  exceeded  the  revenue  by  £59,417. 
I  may  say  that  this  excess  of  expenditure  is 
exclusive  of  the  outlay,  amounting  to  £168,266, 
which  has  been  made  from  loan  during  the  last 
three  years  on  opening  up  land  before  sale,  and 
of  liabilities,  £76,908,  since  incurred  on  the  same 
account ;  it  is  also  exclusive  of  £1,891  expended 
on  village  settlements  to  the  31  st  March  last, 
with  liabilities  of  £67,886  since  incurred.  But 
this  latter  expenditure  is  to  be  capitalised  and 
interest  obtained  for  it  in  the  shape  of  rent,  if 
possible :  the  money,  however,  has  yet  to  be 
provided,  either  from  loan  or  Consolidated! 
Fund,  no  provision  having  been  made  for  it 
by  Parliament. 

ResidU. 
The  revised  estimates  of  expenditure  of  the 
Ordinary  Revenue  Account  being,  as  I  have 
stated,  £4,118,895,  and  the  revenue  being 
£3,788,507,  the  expenditure  will  exceed  the 
revenue  by  £329,888  on  the  Ordinary  Revenue 
Account ;  and,  if  we  Gidd  the  excessive  expendi- 
ture of  the  Land  Fund,  £59,417,  we  get  a  total 
of  £389,305.  The  late  Government  proposed  to 
meet  the  deficit  they  anticipated  on  the  Ordi- 
nary Revenue  Account  by  additional  taxation 
amounting  to  £250,000,  and  by  a  percentage 
reduction  of  £20,000  from  salaries.  With  re> 
gard  to  the  Land  Fund,  they  proposed  "  that 
for  a  term  of  years,  until  the  increasing  revenue 
will  permit  otherwise,  the  deficiency  betweea 
the  land  revenue  and  the  land  expenditure 
should  be  made  up  by  charges  on  the  land, 
supplied  by  such  local  borrowing  as  may  be 
required."  How  the  present  Government  pro- 
pose  to  deal  with  the  deficiency  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  as  a  whole,  and  prevent  its 
recurrence,  I  will  shortly  state.  But  first  I 
must  ask  your  attention  to  the  Public  Debt, 
and  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  Account. 

THS  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

With  the  view  of  showing  the  effect  upon 
the  public  debt  of  the  operation  during  the 
last  three  years  of  the  provisions  of  *♦  The  New 
Zealand  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1877,"  and 
more  especially  "The  Consolidated  Stock  Act, 
1864,"  I  have  had  a  table  prepared  to  accom- 
pany this  Statement. 

The  gross  public  debt  at  the  31st  March, 
1884,  as  set  forth  in  that  table,  was  £31,071,582,. 
exclusive  of  £398,000  for  deficiency  bills ;  at  the 
31st  March,  1887,  it  was  £35,741,653,  exclusive 
of  deficiency  bills  for  £279,100  then  outstand- 
ing. Since  that  date  further  deficiency  bills  to 
the  amount  of  £715,900  have  been  issued,  the 
total  of  those  now  outstanding  being  £995,000, 
in  addition  to  the  debentures  for  £258,184 
issued  ia  April  last  for  increases  of  Binlring  fond 
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for  the  current  year.  The  amount  at  the  31st 
March,  1884,  in  the  table  to  which  I  have 
referred  differs  from  the  total  given  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  in  his  Financial  State- 
ment of  the  16th  September,  1884:  it  is  un- 
necessary to  mention  the  items  constituting 
the  difference  except  in  one  particular,  because 
the  table  prepared  in  1884  was  to  a  certain 
extent  an  approximate  statement.  The  ex- 
ception to  which  I  refer  is  the  exclusion  from 
^e  table  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds  issued 
under  "The  Consolidated  Loan  Act,  1867," 
drawn,  redeemed,  and  cancelled  prior  to  the 
31st  March,  1884.  It  is  true  that  the  scheme 
of  that  loan  required  that  the  annual  charge 
for  interest  and  sinking  fund  in  respect  of  the 
total  amount  of  debentures  issued  should  re- 
main the  same  until  the  whole  loan  was  repaid, 
and  that  af ber  paying  therefrom  the  interest  on 
the  outstanding  portion  of  the  debt  the  growing 
balance  should  be  applied  to  annual*  drawings  ; 
but,  although  interest  continues  to  be  paid  on 
the  drawn  bonds  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  there  is,  in  fact,  no  liability  in  respect 
of  the  principal  of  such  bonds,  which  sure  actu- 
ally cancelled  from  time  to  time  and  sent  out 
to  the  colony.  The  interest  so  paid  is  in 
reality  a  contribution  of  sinking  fund  from  the 
consolidated  revenue,  and  goes  to  swell  the 
amount  available  at  each  annual  drawing  of 
bonds.  It  is  right,  therefore,  to  include  in  the 
•debt  only  the  amount  of  principal  for  which 
the  colony  is  liable.  It  will  be  observed  from 
the  table  that  during  the  three  years  ended 
on  the  31st  March,  1887,  bonds  for  £9,796,800 
were  converted,  under  the  two  Acts  to  which 
I  have  referred,  into  other  securities  of  the 
nominal  value  of  £9,995,884.  Prior  to  that 
date  bonds  for  £5,390,300  had  been  converted, 
now  represented  by  a  debt  of  £6,499,571. 
Complete  accounts  of  all  these  conversions, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  have 
not  yet  been  received,  and  until  they  are  an 
•exa>ct  account  of  the  saving  effected  cannot  be 
made. 

I  now  come  to  consider  the  effect  of  those 
^provisions  of  "The  Consolidated  Stock  Act, 
1884,"  which  empower  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
^  issue  debentures  in  each  financial  year  to  an 
amount  equal  to  the  accretions  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  ypT. 

The  total  am  n  ant  of  these  a,ccretions  for  the 
three  years  1884-87  was  £742,728,  of  which  the 
Consolidated  Fund  contributed  £697,236,  the 
balance  of  £145,492  being  the  produce  during 
^e  same  period  of  investments  made  by  the 
Trustees,  partly  in  bonds  of  this  colony  and 
partly  in  securities  of  other  colonies.  The 
amount  contributed  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  represents,  in  the  case  of  each  loan 
except  the  Consolidated  Loan  of  1867,  merely 
the  1  or  2  per  cent.,  as  the  case  may  be,  on  the 
amount  of  the  outstanding  debentures.  In  the 
oase  of  the  consolidated  or  "  drawing  "  loan  of 
1667,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  amount 
contributed  is  1  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
original  debt  of  £7,283,100,  together  with  5  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  bonds  drawn  and 
'OanceUed,  which  increases  year  by  year,  and  is 
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now  £1,982,100,  inclusive  of  the  drawing  in 
March  last. 

I  am  desirous  that  the  Committee  should 
appreciate  the  marked  distinction  in  the  accre- 
tions of  Sinking  Fund  between  the  amount 
which  the  colony  contributes  direct  from  re- 
venue and  the  interest  received  by  the  Trustees 
on  their  investments.  I  wish  the  distinction  to 
be  thoroughly  understood,  because  I  think  con- 
siderable misapprehension  exists  with  regard  to 
the  operation  of  the  Act.  When,  in  his  Finan- 
cial Statement  of  1884,  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer brought  the  position  of  the  Sinking  Funds 
under  the  notice  of  Parliament,  he  did  so  with 
the  object  of  propounding  a  scheme  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  of  a  heavv  burden.  He  said,  "  I 
propose  we  should  not  be  idiotic  enough  to  tax 
the  people  to  pay  off  a  little  fragment  of  oar 
debt;  no  other  colony  does  it."  Now,  it  is 
claimed  that  the  maintenance  of  the  contriba- 
tions  of  Sinking  Fund  direct  from  the  revenue 
was  an  unnecessary  tax  upon  the  people — a  tax 
which,  in  view  of  our  continuing  to  borrow, 
should,  without  breaking  faith  with  the  bond- 
holders, be  removed.  Whether  or  not  that  is  a 
right  view  to  take  I  shall  not  now  discuss ;  but 
the  increases  derived  from  past  investments  of 
these  contributions  stand  upon  an  entireljr 
different  footing.  They  constitute  no  burden 
upon  the  people;  and  to  the  extent — viz., 
£145,492 — to  which  during  the  past  three  years 
ending  on  the  31st  March  last  the  Consolidated 
Fund  has  been  aided  by  borrowed  money  equal 
in  amount  to  the  accumulations  of  interest  in 
these  years  received  by  the  Trustees,  we  have, 
I  venture  to  submit,  exceeded  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  simply  making  good  to  revenue  the 
amount  we  had  pnaid  out  of  it  in  reduction  of 
our  debt.  I  find  it  is  not  generally  understood 
that  such  has  really  been  the  effect  of  the 
operation.  I  should,  however,  add  that  what 
has  been  done  has  been  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1884,  which  gave  power  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  issue  debentures  for 
increases  of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  all  sources, 
and  that  the  result,  as  it  was  stated  would  be 
the  case,  has  been  that,  as  regards  loans  out- 
standing at  the  31st  March,  1884,  the  net  public 
debt  has  practically  remained  stationary. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

This  Account  is  now  divided  into  three  sepa- 
rate accounts — a  separation  necessitated  by 
the  legislation  of  the  session  of  1886,  which 
had  the  effect  of  what  has  been  termed  **  ear- 
marking "  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way Loan  and  the  loan  authorised  in  1886  to 
the  specific  purposes  set  forth  in  the  two  Loan 
Acts. 

No.  1  Account, 

This  is  an  account  of  the  balance  of  the 
loans  raised  before  1886.  The  credit  balance 
in  this  Account  was  on  the  31st  March  last 
£491,245,  subject  to  liabilities  amounting  to 
£335,774.  On  the  30th  September  last  there 
was  a  credit  balance  of  £247,292,  subject  to 
liabilities    amounting    to   £280,495.     Against 
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this  fund  are  chaiged  all  miscellaneous  works, 
such  as  harbour  defences,  roads,  bridges, 
school-buildings,  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
and  telegraph  expenditure.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  therefore  see  that,  without  further 
borrowing,  neither  can  our  liabilities  be  met  nor 
can  necessary  works  of  the  above  description 
be  undertaken,  if  we  adhere  to  the  wholesome 
xestiictive  principle  of  the  Acts  of  1886. 

No.  2  Account. 

This  is  the  account  of  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan.  The  unexpended 
balance  on  the  81st  March,  1887,  was  £674,314, 
subject  to  liabilities  amounting  to  £187,981. 
On  the  30th  September  last  the  unexpended 
balance  was  £615,258,  with  liabilities  amount- 
ing to  £137,474.  There  is  therefore  a  sum  of 
£477,784  still  available  in  this  Account,  subject, 
however,  to  the  cost  and  charges  of  raising  the 
whole  loan  in  the  market,  \Yhich  has  yet  to  be 
done. 

No.  3  Account. 

This  is  an  account  of  the  loan  of  1886,  being 
the  amount  authorised  in  1886  to  be  raised  for 
railway  construction  —  £1,325,000  —  together 
with  £242,800  ,  representing  certain  district- 
railway  debentures  sold  ou  behalf  of  the  Post 
Office  in  conjunction  with  that  loan.  The 
credit  balance^  on  the  31st  March,  1887,  was 
£1,012,034,  consisting  of  amount  in  hand, 
£620,734,  and  balance  of  loan  to  be  received, 
£391,800.  The  liabilities,  exclusive  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  £242,800  district-railway  de- 
bentures, since  paid  over  to  the  Post  Office, 
were  £326,651.  On  the  30th  September  last 
the  credit  balance  was  £556,644,  and  the 
liabilities  £304,004.  There  is  therefore  still 
available  £252,640  in  this  Account. 

The  credit  balances,  however,  of  these  three 
Accounts  jointly  are,  as  I  have  shown,  only  in 
part  represented  by  cash;  and  the  power  of 
spending  depends  upon  our  realising  the  securi- 
ties held  to  their  credit  and  floating  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Eailway  Loan.  The  total 
cash  available  at  the  30th  September  last  was 
£140,549,  in  addition  to  which  we  had  £120,387 
imprest  advances  in  the  hands  of  officers  of  the 
Government.  The  securities  consisted  of  defi- 
ciency bills,  £19,200 ;  district-railway  and  other 
debentures,  £139,058 ;  and  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  £1,000,000 :  the 
total  credit  balances  of  the  three  Accounts 
being  £1,419,194,  against  which  there  were 
liabilities  amounting  to  £721,973. 

GOVEBNMEHT  LOANS. TO  LOCAL  BODIES. 

Up  to  the  dOth  September  last  we  had  borrowed 
£100,000  under  the  provisions  of  "  The  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886,"  for  the 
purpose  of  making  loans  to  local  authorities. 
Of  tnat  amount,  £71,686  had  been  disbursed  at 
that  date,  leaving  a  balance  of  £28,314  in  hand, 
with  liabilities  amounting  to  £99,181,  to  meet 
which  a  further  sum  of  about  £100,000  will  be 
required,  cozLsisting  of  balances  of  loans  to  local 
authorities  w^hich  had  elected  to  take  their  loans 
^  by  instalments,  £38,580,  and  £60,601  for  loans 
provisionally  granted  in  the  first  year  of  the 


Act,  but  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  stepa 
necessary  to  give  the  security  required. 

In  connection  with  the  administration  of 
•*  The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Aot^ 
1886,"  I  may  further  inform  the  Committee  that^ 
under  sections  27  to  30  of  that  Act,  debentures 
for  about  £105,000,  given  by  local  authorities 
under  the  provisions  of  '*  The  Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,  1882,"  have,  up  to  the  30th 
September  last,  been  converted  into  liabilities 
under  the  former  Act,  which  (section  31)  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  into  the  Public  Works 
Fund  of  all  moneys  arising  from  such  conver- 
sions. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  ask 
Parliament  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  £100,000 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  for  the  current  year. 

Under  section  45  of  the  Act  provision  is  to 
be  made  for  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  redemption  of  the  debentures  ;  but,  as  the 
transactions  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  will  end 
in  a  deficit  at  the  close  of  this  year^  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  intend  to  propose  to  Parliament  to 
appropriate  a  sum  for  this  purpose.  Provision 
will,  however,  be  made  for  it  in  the  estimates 
of  next  year. 

Before  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  other  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  with  reference  to 
equalising  revenue  and  expenditure,  and  of 
the  proposals  as  to  public  works,  I  desire  briefly 
to  call  attention  to  the  following  subjects : 
Maori  Lands  and  the  Tariff. 

MAORI  LANDS. 

The  apparently  insoluble  problem  of  dealing 
with  the  Native  lands  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
way,  in  the  interest  of  the  Maoris  and  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  has  occupied  pro- 
bably more  of  the  time  of  the  Government  and 
Legislature  of  the  colony  than  almost  any  other 
question.  I  do  not  propose  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  go  at  any  length  into  the  question.  I 
shall  only  indicate  the  broad  lines  which  the 
Government  propose  to  follow  in  the  legislation 
upon  this  suDJect.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernment there  are  large  districts  in  the  colony 
within  which  many  Maoris  are  living  whore  the 
same  laws  can  bo  applied  with  advantage  to  the 
Natives  and  Europeans  alike.  We  shall  there- 
fore, in  repealing,  as  we  propose  to  repeal,  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  ask  for 
authority  to  declare  districts  in  which  the  law 
will  apply  equally  to  individuals  of  both  races. 
The  Maori,  on  the  one  hand,  will  be  liable  to 
pay  rates  and  taxes  as  his  fellow-subject  of  the 
European  race  is,  and,  on  the  other,  he  will  be 
permitted  to  deal  with  his  lands  as  freely  as  a 
European  after  the  Crown  title  has  been  ob- 
tained, except  to  this  extent :  that  he  will  be 
compelled  to  retain  a  sufficient  amount  of  land 
for  the  maintenance  of  himself  and  his  family  ; 
and  of  all  those  possessing  large  tracts  of 
country  it  will  be  required  that  the  land  shall 
be  sold  in  blocks  of  only  a  moderate  size.  In 
all  other  districts  of  the  colony  which  are  not 
proclaimed,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  taxa- 
tion, the  Maoris  will  not  be  permitted  to  part 
with  their  lands  to  any  one  but  the  Crown, 
except  under  more  stringent  conditions.  Before* 
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however,  proposing  final  legislation  on  these 
subjects  we  shall,  in  the  recess,  consult  with 
the  Natives  on  the  several  points ;  but  we  in- 
tend at  once  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  remedy  cer- 
tain pressing  evils. 

THE  TABIFF. 

The  revision  of  the  tariff  is  a  question  which 
has  occupied  a  good  deal  of  attention  through- 
out the  colony,  and  is  one  undoubtedly  requir- 
ing the  early  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
Until  this  question  is  settled  with  some  sort  of 
permanence  the  trade  of  the  colony  will,  in 
addition  to  its  present  unavoidable  difficulties, 
continue  to  be  disturbed  and  irritated  by  what 
can  and  ought  to  be  avoided,  the  uncertainty 
from  year  to  year — I  might  say,  for  a  potion  of 
the  year,  from  month  to  month — as  to  what  our 
tariff  is  to  be.  And  no  honourable  member, 
1  am  sure,  will  doubt  that  damage  to  trade 
means  loss  to  the  whole  community.  The  Go- 
vernment during  the  short  time  at  their  dis- 
posal have  had  this  matter  under  their  careful 
consideration,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  question  should  not  be  dealt  with 
during  the  present  session,  because  it  is  im- 
possible to  deal  with  it  completely.  The  Go- 
vernment are  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  should 
not  be  touched  until  it  can  be  so  dealt  with  as 
not  to  need  further  serious  revision  for  a  con- 
siderable time  to  come.  We  have  within  the 
past  two  years  had  two  serious  but  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  largely  to  alter  the  tariff,  resulting 
in  great  derangement  of  trade,  with  all  the  loss 
which  that  brings,  and  without  the  smallest 
compensating  gain.  And  the  causes  which  led 
the  House  emphatically  to  reject  those  at- 
tempts still  exist ;  and  one,  at  all  events — the 
general  commercial  depression — ^may  fairly  be 
considered,  at  least  in  its  present  severity, 
abnormal  and  temporary.  Moreover,  we  can- 
not at  present  look  so  far  forward  in  our  finance 
as  now  prudently  to  fix  what  we  shall  require 
from  the  Customs  even  for  the  near  future. 
For,  on  the  one  hand,  the  changes  the  Govern- 
ment propose,  and  such  further  economies  as 
they  hope  to  make,  will  correspondingly  lessen 
the  need  for  revenue ;  on  the  other  hand,  they 
recognise  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  charge 
against  revenue  many  works  which  are  now 
charged  against  loan,  such  as  public  buildings, 
school-buildings,  and  telegraph  extension.  So 
that,  with  these  uncertain  elements  at  work, 
and  looking  at  the  fact  that  the  time  at  our 
disposal  is  practically  very  short,  and  that  we 
have  work  now  before  us  which,  if  satisfactorily 
done,  will  certainly  mark  this  as  an  epoch  in 
our  history,  it  seems  to  the  Government  clearly 
right  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  revise 
the  tariff  this  session. 

PROPOSALS  TO  EQUALISE    REVENUE  AND  EX- 
PENDITURE. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Hamlin,  to  answer  a  very 
important  question — a  question  in  which  this 
Committee  and  the  country  are  at  present 
most  deeply  interested :  How,  if  possible  with- 
out further  taxation,  are  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure to  be  balanced?  I  have  already 
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shown  that  the  excess  of  expenditure  dnnng 
the  current  year  over  the  receipts  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  including  the  Land  Fund,  will 
probably  amount  to  £889,305,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  expenditure  continues  as  at 
present,  and  that  no  additional  revenue  is 
obtained  by  taxation. 

It  must  be  evident  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  the  colony  that  some- 
thing more  is  now  needed  to  restore  confidence 
than  mere  trivial  economies.  Our  chief  diffi- 
culties have  undoubtedly  arisen  in  a  great 
measure  from  a  too-lavish  expenditure,  more 
especially  of  borrowed  money.  That  must  be 
stopped;  and  our  first  duty  therefore  is  to 
apply  the  pruning-knife  with  an  unsparing 
hand.  But  that  is  only  our  first,  not  our  only 
duty;  there  is  another  not  less  important. 
We  must  indeed  take  all  possible  means  to 
prevent  waste  both  of  our  ordinary  revenue 
and  of  money  borrowed  for  public  works.  But 
we  must  also  promote  the  settlement  and  occu- 
pation of  the  lands  of  the  colony  by  rendering 
them  attractive  to  persons  willing  and  able 
to  cultivate  them  and  to  develop  their  manj 
and  varied  resources  with  their  own  skill  and 
capital;  and  we  must  also,  so -far  as  practic- 
able, encourage  all  our  other  industries  by  all 
reasonable  means  in  our  power:  that  is  to 
say,  we  must  encourage  such  .industries  by 
such  means  as  will  in  our  judgment,  upon  a 
general  and  careful  review  of  a  difficult  and 
complicated  subject,  really  and  in  the  long- 
run  increase  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
colony.  In  these  ways  we  shall  in  due  coune 
raise  an  increased  revenue  without  increase  of 
taxation,  or,  conversely,  the  same  revenue  with 
less  taxation.  The  results  no  doubt  concern 
the  future,  but  a  future  not,  I  trust,  by  any 
means  far  distant. 

There  is  no  surer  way  of  lifting  the  country 
out  of  its  present  difficulties  than  by  the  intro- 
duction of  considerable  numbers  of  persons 
possessed  of  sufficient  means  and  knowledge 
to  cultivate  the  land  profitably,  not  only  as 
ordinary  farmers,  but  as  fruit-growers,  and 
growers  of  plants  suitable  for  manufacture,  or 
to  supply  other  industries.  Our  efforts  at  re- 
trenchment will  be  comparatively  unavailing 
to  restore  prosperity  unless  we  can  obtain  a 
considerable  accession  to  our  population  of 
persons  in  a  position  to  employ  labour.  We 
think  the  time  for  this  very  favourable,  and,  if 
the  House  should  approve  of  the  course  we 
shall  propose  to  it  upon  this  subject,  we  hope 
to  see  at  no  distant  period  a  considerable  ac- 
cession to  our  population  of  persons  of  the 
class  above  referred  to.  The  tune  also,  appa- 
rently, is  very  favourable  to  the  establishment 
of  pensioner  settlements.  Much  interest  is 
being  taken  in  this  subject  by  leading  men  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  a  good  deal  of 
thought  and  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
details  of  a  scheme  by  a  gentleman  in  Auck- 
land who  has  devoted  a  large  amount  of  time 
and  energy  to  the  matter.  The  Government 
are  of  opinion  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  induce  a  considerable  emigration  of  this 
class  of  persons  to  the  colony. 
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As  an  essential  means  towards  acoomplishing 
the  above  important  objects,  and,  indeed,  the 
settlement  of  the  country  generally,  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  amend  and  simplify  the 
land-laws,  and  as  far  as  possible  make  them 
uniform  throughout  the  colony;  to  allow  se- 
lectors full  freedom  of  choice  as  to  tenure ;  and 
above  all,  and  as  the  dominant  idea,  to  enable 
the  bona  fldc  settler  to  get  possession  of  and  a 
title  to  his  land  with  the  least  possible  delay 
and  expense. 

And  it  is  perhaps  desirable  here  to  declare 
that  the  Government  fully  recognise  the  wis- 
dom of  the  principle  which  has  been  acted  on 
since  1879-80 — namely,  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  and  disposal  of  our  lands  should  be 
treated  not  as  ordinary  revenue,  but  as  a  special 
fund  for  opening  up  the  country  and  promoting 
settlement. 

It  would  not  be  appropriate  to  speak  here  at 
length  of  the  mining  industry,  though  of  great 
importance.  I  may,  however,  point  to  two 
hopeful  signs  for  the  future :  one  is,  that  the 
yield  of  gold  from  the  quartz  mines  appears  to 
be  steadily  increasing;  and  the  other  is  the 
large,  steady,  and  increased  output  from  the 
coal-mines.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  when 
the  harbours  on  the  West  Coast  are  completed, 
the  latter  industry  will  assume  still  larger  pro- 
portions. The  Government  fully  recognise  the 
unportance  of  developing  the  mineral  wealth 
of  the  colony,  and,  for  that  purpose,  of  afford- 
ing all  facilities  in  their  power  for  promoting 
legitimate  enterprise ;  and  they  hope  that,  by 
the  spread  of  wider  and  more  exact  knowledge 
of  minerals  and  mineral  processes  and  methods 
— ^by  a  more  complete  technical  education — a 
good  deal  of  waste  may  be  avoided,  and  lodes 
and  ores  may  be  found,  and  worked  with  profit, 
which  are  either  now  passed  by  or  are  not 
thought  payable.  The  Government  will  be 
willuig  to  assist  in  the  matter  of  technical 
education  so  far  as  they  are  able  and  so  far  as 
they  can  do  so  with  real  effect. 

The  management  of  our  railways  from  the 
first  has  never  given  satisfaction  to  the  public. 
It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  on  my  part  to 
endeavour  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the  public 
dissatisfaction.  The  fact  probably  is  sufficient 
for  us  that  the  public  have  long  been  greatly 
dissatisfied  with  what  is  called  the  mismanage- 
ment of  our  railways.  I  do  not  share  in  this 
dissatisfaction  myself  so  far  as  the  manage- 
ment goes,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  our  officers 
on  the  whole  have  been  efficient,  and  that  it  is 
the  inherent  defects  of  the  system,  and  not  the 
management,  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
dissatisfaction  prevailing.  The  question  of 
placing  the  railways  under  what  is  called  a 
non-political  Board  of  Management  has  been 
before  the  public  for  some  years,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  that  plan  into  Victoria  has 
enabled  us  in  New  Zealand  to  watch  the 
practical  working  of  the  system.  It  is  now 
admitted,  I  believe,  by  all  those  qualified  to 
judge  in  Victoria  that  the  system  has  proved 
a  great  success.  The  Board  has  now  been  at 
work  for  nearly  four  years,  and  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  said  that  the  scheme  has  passed  far 


beyond  the  stage  of  experiment.  Looking, 
therefore,  to  the  dissatisfaction  existing  in 
New  Zealand  with  our  present  system,  and  the 
satisfaction  which  the  Board  has  given  in 
Victoria,  my  colleague  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  will  ask  for  leave  to  introduce  an  Act 
this  session  into  Parliament  to  constitute  a 
non-political  Board  of  Management  for  the 
New  Zealand  railways.  The  Government 
believe  they  are  fully  justified  in  anticipating 
from  this  change  a  large  increase  in  the  net 
profits  from  the  railways. 

In  the  meantime  we  have  to  deal  with  the 
serious  present  deficiency  in  our  revenue  which 
I  have  stated.  Now,  it  is  obvious  that,  without 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  taxpayers,  there 
are  only  three  ways  in  which  a  deficiency  of 
revenue  can  be  met,  or,  rather,  its  continuance 
and  recurrence  avoided.  First :  Taxation  may 
be  imposed  for  the  whole  amount  required. 
Second:  Expenditure  may  be  reduced  to  the 
whole  extent  necessary,  if  that  be  possible. 
Third  :  Reduction  of  expenditure  maybe  made, 
and  additional  taxation  may  be  imposed,  which 
together  shall  make  up  the  required  sum. 

Proposed  Redtictions  in  Services, 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  it 
will  be  impracticable  to  cover  the  deficiency  of 
the  current  year  by  reduction  of  expenditure. 
Seven  months  of  the  financial  year  have  already 
passed,  and  it  is  impossible,  for  two  or  three 
months  to  come,  to  obtain  much,  if  any,  effect 
from  reductions.  The  proposals,  however, 
which  I  shall  submit  will,  I  hope,  prove  to  be 
of  a  sufficiently  comprehensive  character  to 
satisfy  the  most  thorough  reformer. 

There  is  an  impression  in  the  public  mind 
that  sufficient  reductions  can  be  made  in  the 
public  expenditure  by  reductions  in  the  num- 
bers and  salaries  of  the  Civil  servants ;  but  I 
need  hardly  point  out  to  honourable  members 
that  it  wiil  oe  altogether  impossible  to  effect 
the  whole  of  the  necessary  saving  in  that  direc- 
tion alone.  It  will  be  necessary  also  to  curtail 
the  conveniences  and  aids  which  are  now  being 
enjoyed  by  the  public  and  the  local  bodies. 

I  will  now  state  to  the  Committee  what  our 
proposed  reductions  in  the  services  are.  In 
the  first  place,  we  propose  to  begin  with  the 
highest  office  in  the  colony — that  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor.  I  need  hardly  remind  the 
Committee  that  this  reduction  cannot  take 
effect  until  the  appointment  of  anew  Governor. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  colony  is  likely  to 
lose  standing  and  credit  in  England  by  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  Governor ;  but  we 
have  no  fear,  after  careful  consideration  of  the 
subject,  that  ill  effects  will  follow  this  reduc- 
tion. We  have  no  fear  but  that  we  shall  still 
obtain  the  services  of  officers  of  the  same  high 
standing  as  heretofore,  and,  as  to  our  credit,  we 
have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  reductions 
and  other  economies  we  are  proposing  will  prove 
the  existence  of  that  first  condition  of  com- 
mercial confidence,  a  determination  to  pay  our 
way.  We  propose,  then,  that  the  Governor's 
salary  shall  remain  at  £5,000,  but  that  this 
shall  include  the  cost  of  his  staff  and  all  allow- 
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ances.  Thi?  will  be  a  total  redaction  of  £2,500 
from  the  amount  at  present  paid.  We  think 
that  the  sum  I  have  named  above  should  cover 
the  total  cost  of  the  Governor  to  the  colony. 

In  the  next  place  I  will  deal  with  the  Legis- 
lative and  Executive  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Committee  will,  I  trust,  excuse 
me  if  I  take  the  latter  first. 

We  propose,  then,  with  regard  to  the  salaries 
of  Ministers,  that  the  Premier  shall  receive 
£1,000  instead  of  £1,750  now  paid,  and  that 
the  other  Ministers  shall  receive  £800  instead 
of  £1,250  at  present  paid,  and  we  propose  to 
reduce  the  number  of  paid  Ministers  from 
seven  to  six  simultaneously  with  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  which  I  shall  shortly  men- 
tion. 

As  to  travelling  allowances,  it  is  obviously 
important  that  Ministers  should  travel,  so  as 
to  make  themselves  personally  acquainted  with 
the  wants  and  circumstances  of  the  several 
districts  ;  but  the  allowance  should  bo  arranged 
so  as  merely  to  recoup  necessary  outlay,  and 
we  propose  to  allow  £1  lOs.  a  day  while  actu- 
ally travelling  on  the  public  service,  and  limit 
the  total  to  be  paid  to  the  whole  Ministry  to 
£1,000  in  any  one  financial  year.  The  average 
amount  paid  to  each  Minister  for  the  last 
three  years  has  been  £190. 

With  regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  official 
residences  of  Ministers,  we  think  that  large 
reductions  can  be  made.  We  think  the  one 
known  as  "  Tinakori  Road  North  "  should  be 
sold,  as  being  too  large  and  expensive.  Of  the 
others,  we  propose  one  should  be  retained  as  a 
residence  for  the  Premier,  the  cost  of  mainten- 
ance of  all  but  the  house  itself  being  defrayed 
by  the  occupant,  instead  of  from  the  public 
funds  as  heretofore.  With  regard  to  other 
Ministers,  looking  to  the  difficulty,  upon  short 
notice,  of  finding  suitable  house  accommoda- 
tion, we  think  it  desirable  that  this  should  be 
provided  for  some  at  least  of  them,  if  it  can  be 
done  with  proper  safeguards  against  exceeding 
reasonable  limits  of  expense,  and  that  those 
not  obtaining  a  house  should  receive  a  house 
allowance  of  £200  per  annum.  But  upon  this 
subject  we  will  shortly  make  more  specific  pro- 
posals. 

I  now  come  to  the  Legislative  expenditure. 
This  is  undoubtedly  a  question  of  some  dif- 
ficulty, but  in  our  opinion  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  Legislative  expenditure  ought 
to  be  made,  and  that,  if  made,  it  and  the 
reduction  of  Ministers'  salaries  will  tend  more 
than  any  argument  to  produce  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  not  only  a  conviction 
of  our  sincerity  in  this  question  of  retrench- 
ment, but  also  of  the  necessity  for  retrenchment 
generally.  The  Government  will  invite  the 
Legislative  Council  to  express,  by  resolution, 
its  opinion  that  the  honorarium  paid  to  its 
members  should  not  exceed  £100 ;  and  we  shall 
ask  this  House  to  reduce  the  honorarium 
paid  to  its  own  members  to  £100,  with  an 
allowance  of  £50  in  consideration  of  the  addi- 
tional expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  them. 
We  think  that  no  payment  should  be  made  to 
Major  Atkinson 


the  Chairmen  of  Select  Committees  of  either 
House ;  that  all  officers  of  Parliament  whose 
salaries  are  provided  by  Act  should  not  re- 
ceive more  than  the  statutory  pay  at  present 
provided,  all  extra  amounts  annually  voted 
being  struck  o£E,  and  the  salaries  of  the  other 
officers  of  the  House  being  reasonably  reduced. 

I  may  here  taJce  the  opportunity  of  inform- 
ing the  Committee  of  some  proposals  of  the 
Gk>vemment  which,  as  involving  economy,  are 
properly  mentioned  here,  but  which  are  of  con- 
siderable political  importance — namely,  that 
the  Government  inte.  d  this  session  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  reduce  the  number  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  seventy, 
inclusive  of  the  Maori  representatives — though 
this  change  cannot  take  effect  until  the  end 
of  the  present  Parliament ;  and  next  session 
they  will  submit  a  Bill  to  the  House  altering 
the  mode  of  election,  with  other  necessary  re- 
forms of  the  electoral  laws.  They  will  also 
during  the  present  session  invite  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  devise  a  plan  by  which  their 
number  may  be  reduced  to  thirty-five, —  one- 
half  of  the  number  of  members  proposed  for 
this  House, — and  thereafter  limited  to  that 
number. 

Now  let  us  consider  what  reductions  are 
possible  in  the  Civil  Service.  The  total  number 
of  persons  in  the  pay  of  the  colony,  including 
the  Governor,  Ministers,  Judges,  and  others, 
but  exclusive  of  police,  military  forces,  and 
country  postmasters,  is  7,163,  and  the  amount 
they  receive  in  salaries,  pay,  and  wages  is 
£1,004,273.  Of  these,  5,862  are  receiving  weekly 
wages,  pay,  or  salaries  not  exceeding  £150  a 
year,  the  total  amount  paid  to  this  class  being 
£638,519.  The  Government  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  substantial  alteration  in  the  pay- 
ments made  to  these  persons.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  their  numbers  may  be  reduced, 
but  at  present  there  has  been  no  time  to  go 
into  this  question.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
the  amount  of  £365,754  paid  to  persons  in 
receipt  of  salaries  over  £150  a  year  is  the  prin- 
cipal amount  upon  which  it  is  possible  to  make 
reductions  at  present. 

The  reductions  proposed  in  the  departments 
generally  I  do  not  propose  here  to  refer  to  in 
detail.  These  will  be  dealt  with  in  Committee 
by  the  several  Ministers  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partments. But  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon 
our  education  system,  in  regard  to  which, 
while  admitting  that  it  has  given  great  satis- 
faction from  the  purely  educational  point  of 
view,  specialists  agree  that  relatively  to  popu- 
lation and  revenue  the  system  is  too  costly. 
They  differ  only  as  to  the  means  by  which  re- 
ductions may  be  best  effected.  The  proposals 
to  be  submitted  by  the  Government  will  show 
where  moderate  savings  may  be  made  without 
weakening  the  system.  Our  principal  pro- 
posal will  be  to  limit  the  capitation  grant  ta 
the  statutory'  amount  of  £3  15s.  a  head,  which 
we  think  under  the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
is  ample  for  necessary  purposes,  and  not  to  pay 
capitation  upon  any  child  under  six  years  old ; 
but  we  shall  make  provision  so  that  no  country 
school  shall  be  closed  in  consequence  of  this 
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change.    The  savmg  on  the  education  vote  we 
estimate  at  about  £60,000  per  annum. 

I  have  had  to  consider  carefully  how  to  sub- 
mit clearly  to  the  House  the  reductions  that 
the  Government  propose,  and  have  thought  it 
best,  in  view  of  the  short  time  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  to  bring  down  a  schedule 
in  which  will  be  shown  in  one  column  the  total 
amount  of  each  class  of  expenditure,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  estimates  introduced  by  the  late 
Government  in  May  last,  with  supplementary 
estimates  added  for  services  either  inade- 
quately or  not  at  all  provided  for  ;  in  the  next 
column  the  reduced  amount  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  for  the  current  year,  seven 
months  of  which  have  already  passed,  and  two 
more  of  which  will  at  least  pass  before  it  will 
be  possible  for  the  reductions  to  take  efEect ; 
the  third  column  will  show  what  is  the  amount 
of  the  reductions  on  the  estimates  for  the 
twelve  months  which  the  Government  already 
see  their  way  to  make,  and  which  will  take 
effect  in  proportion  as  our  proposals  have  time 
to  oporate. 

We  propose  to  take  one  vote  for  each  of  the 
classes  and  sums  mentioned  in  the  second 
column  of  the  schedule  under  the  head  of 
"Annual  Appropriations,"  instead  of  following 
the  usual  course  of  taking  votes  for  the  several 
services  on  each  class.  Honourable  members 
will  recognise  that  it  could  not  be  possible  for 
the  present  Government,  in  so  short  a  time,  to 
bring  down  a  revision  of  the  estimates  of  the 
late  Government  showing  in  detail  the  reduc- 
tions we  propose  to  make ;  and  that  there  is 
no  other  course  open  in  the  circumstances  than 
to  take  a  vote  for  each  class  of  expenditure 
only.  With  regard  to  the  reduction  of  a  sum 
of  £16,000,  which  has  not  been  allocated  to 
any  class,  but  which  will,  when  given  effect  to, 
be  distributed  over  all  of  them  in  such  manner 
as  the  Government  may  determine,  a  clause 
will  be  inserted  in  the  Appropriation  Act  which 
will  limit  the  power  of  expending  under  the 
votes  to  the  total  amount  of  the  classes  less 
the  sum  of  £16,000. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  my  subject  I  wish 
to  say  that  the  Government,  in  making  reduc- 
tions, desire  to  use  all  possible  consideration 
for  the  persons  directly  affected,  so  far  as  their 
duty  to  the  public  will  allow,  more  particularly 
as  regards  those  of  special  occupations,  such  as 
Postal  and  Telegraph  officers,  and  those  now 
entitled  to  pensions  and  allowance.  The  Go- 
vemment  will  do  their  utmost  to  make  the 
reductions  and  other  changes  press  with  as 
little  hardship  as  possible,  subject  only  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case  and  to  their  paramount 
duty  to  the  public. 

Our  proposals,  if  assented  to  by  Parliament, 
will  reduce  the  total  amount  of  the  depart- 
mental appropriations  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  for  a  full  year  by  £251,600.  The  reduc- 
tions comprised  in  this  amount  have  been  made 
npon  the  probable  expenditure  for  the  same 
services  during  the  current  financial  year  under 
the  estimates  and  engagements  of  the  late 
Government.  I  may,  in  passing,  inform  the 
Committee  that,  before  making  them,  all  ser- 
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vices  of  a  non-recurrent  character,  so  far  as 
they  could  readily  be  traced,  were  first  elimi- 
nated from  the  estimates  for  the  current  year, 
such  as  the  expenses  of  a  goneral  election ;  and 
the  same  course  was  pursued  with  reference  to 
payments  under  permanent  Acts,  such  as  allow- 
ances to  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
attending  a  second  session  of  Parliament.  If, 
in  determining  the  amounts  of  these  reductions, 
any  non-recurrent  items  liave  been  overlooked, 
the  omission  will  probably  be  adjusted  by  the 
occurrence  of  other  items  of  a  like  character  in 
the  estimates  for  next  financial  year.  We 
already  see  our  way,  then,  to  effect  depart- 
mental reductions  to  the  extent  of  £251,500; 
and  we  believe  wo  can  make  still  further,  and 
we  hope  substantial,  reductions,  by  means  of  a 
more  perfectly  organized  system,  and  amal- 
gamation of  offices  compatible  with  each  other. 

It  is  clear  that  sufficient  time  must  be  given 
to  any  Government  undertaking  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Service,  and  full  power  must  be  given 
to  that  Government,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done 
successfully.  But,  when  the  work  we  are  now 
proposing  to  do  has  been  done  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  House,  if  it  is  not  to  be  again  un- 
done it  will  be  necessary  that  far  greater 
restrictions  should  be  placed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  than  is  the  case  at  present. 
Vigorous  retrenchment  is  effected  by  one  Go- 
vernment in  times  of  depression  ;  they  are  re- 
placed by  another  Government,  and  much  of 
the  work  they  have  done,  if  times  are  a  little 
more  prosperous,  or  if  a  more  sanguine  view  of 
the  prospects  is  taken,  is  undone  by  their  suc- 
cessors. I  may  give  an  instance  of  what  I 
mean.  In  the' year  1880  there  were  seventeen 
Inspectors  of  the  police.  After  careful  con- 
sideration it  was  determined  that  elaven  In- 
spectors could  perform  the  work,  and  reduc- 
tions were  made  accordingly.  Eleven  Inspec 
tors  satisfactorily  performed  the  work  up  to 
1884,  at  a  cost  of  £4,300,  having  445  men  of  all 
ranks  under  them.  There  are  now  no  less  than 
eighteen  Inspectors,  at  an  annual  cost  to  the 
colony  of  £6,000,  the  total  number  of  police 
being  502.  I  simply  give  this  as  an  instance,  as 
showing  how  it  will  tend  to  economy  if  the 
number  of  officers  of  the  several  grades  in  the 
service  is  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  Government  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the 
reforms  now  being  instituted  are  to  be  perma- 
nent, it  will  be  necessary  to  classify  the  Civil 
Service,  limiting  the  number  of  each  class,  and 
making  it  necessary  to  report  to  Parliament 
the  employment  of  any  extra  or  outside  assist- 
ance. The  Government  have  a  Bill  in  prepara- 
tion, but  it  would  be  premature  to  introduce  it 
during  the  present  session.  We  propose  to 
make  the  main  changes  and  to  see  that  they 
work  well  before  asking  Parliament  to  legis- 
late. I  may  say,  however,  that  a  leading  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  will  be  the  appointment  of  a 
Civil  Service  Board,  through  whom  all  appoint- 
ments and  promotions  will  be  made.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  really-efficient  service,  the  tenure  of 
the  officers  must  be  reasonably  secure.  A  cadet 
must  be  able  to  look  forward  to  the  service  he 
enters  as  a  profession,  and  one  in  which 
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advancement  will  depend  upon  his  capacity, 
chstracter,  and  attention  to  his  duties,  and  not 
upon  the  favour  of  the  Minister  of  the  day, 
This,  under  a  well-considered  Act,  can  be  done 
at  a  minimum  cost  to  the  country. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  departmental 
expenditure  I  would  say  that  there  appears  to 
be  a  considerable  waste  of  money  in  travelling. 
I  nave  not  yet  had  cime  to  look  as  fully  into 
the  matter  as  I  should  have  wished,  but  the 
Committee  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn 
that  the  amount  expended  upon  travelling 
during  the  year  from  the  1st  October,  1886,  to 
the  30th  September,  1887,  was  £56,417.  I  do 
not  mention  this  as  exceptionally  large,  but  as 
an  example.  This  includes  the  expenses  of 
Ministers,  but  does  not  include  the  commuted 
travelling  allowance  which  is  granted  to  many 
officers.  There  is,  however,  some  portion  of  it 
returned  to  the  colony  by  way  of  railway  fares ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  amount  to 
which  the  railway  revenues  are  benefited.  The 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  very  consider- 
able reductions  should  and  can  be  made  in  this 
item,  the  leading  principle  to  be  kept  in  view 
being  that  the  allowance  is  merely  to  recoup 
legitimate  expenses  actually  incurred. 

Proposed  Redtictions  in  Grants-in-aid, 
I  now  come,  Sir,  to  the  consideration  of 
grants  to  local  bodies,  and,  however  painful  it 
may  be,  wo  must  recognise  the  fact  that,  if  the 
assistance  now  being  given  to  them  is  to  con- 
tinue, our  taxation  must  be  increased  to  a  pro- 
portionate amount. 

**  TJie  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Acty 
1S82:' 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  ask  your  attention 
to  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Hating  Act. 
When  this  Act  was  passed  it  was  estimated 
that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  surplus  in  the 
Land  Fund  to  pay  rates  on  the  Crown  lands. 
That  estimate  has,  however,  proved  incorrect. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Land  Fund  is  insuffi- 
cient by  more  than  the  amount  paid  for  the 
rates  on  Crown  lands  to  meet  the  charges  as 
voted  by  Parliament.  It  must  also  bo  admitted 
that  the  advantages  conferred  by  this  Act  have 
operated  very  unequally  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  the  Go- 
vernment propose  that  it  should  be  repealed 
from  March  next,  with  the  necessary  reserva- 
tions as  to  securities  given  under  the  Act. 

For  nothing  can  be  fairer  than  the  principle 
that  all  lands,  by  whomsoever  owned,  should 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  of 
the  district  in  which  they  are  situated.  But, 
as  money  must  be  found  for  opening  up  new 
lands  for  fresh  settlement,  and  we  cannot 
always  continue  borrowing  largely  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  seems  to  mo  better,  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  to  use  the  Land  Fund  at  our  dis- 
posal than  to  apply  it,  as  it  has  been  applied 
since  the  passing  of  the .  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Hating  Act,  to  the  relief  of  local  taxa- 
tion. By  the  repeal,  however,  of  this  Act  a 
very  large  question  is  opened  up — the  question 
of  the  Maoris'  paying  rates  upon  their  lands  in 
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settled  districts  as  their  fellow. settlers  of  the 
European  race  are  doing  ;  and  it  seems  to  the 
Government  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
Maoris  should  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  in 
this  and  other  respects  with  their  European 
fellow- subjects  in  those  districts  which  may  be 
properly  called  settled  districts.  I  have  already 
referred  to  the  correlative  rights  which  it  is 
proposed  should  be  conferred  upon  the  Natives 
to  compensate  them  for  being  called  upon  to 
perform  this  duty.  If  the  Act  which  we  are 
now  considering  is  repealed  there  will  be  a 
saving  to  the  consolidated  revenue,  through 
the  Land  Fund,  of  £34,000  per  annum,  and  a 
further  saving  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
now  borrowed  to  pay  the  Native  rates  of  £10,000 
per  annum  ;  for,  although  this  money  is  recover- 
able, it  will  be  some  years  before  it  will  be  re- 
paid. There  has  been  recovered  up  to  the  30th 
September  £1,848,  and  there  is  at  present  out- 
standing on  this  account  about  £32,200,  which 
has  been  borrowed  from  the  Public  Works 
Fund. 

Subsidies  to  Local  Bodies. 

These  subsidies,  under  existing  arrange- 
ments, have  always  been  regarded  by  every 
one  acquainted  with  our  real  financial  position 
as  a  most  precarious  source  of  revenue  to  the 
local  bodies ;  and  the  late  Government,  no 
doubt  with  much  regret,  proposed  to  Parlia- 
ment to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  subsidies  paid 
last  year  by  one-half  for  the  current  year ;  and 
I,  Sir,  also  with  much  regret,  have  now  to  make 
a  similar  proposal  on  behaif  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment ;  and  we  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to 
continue  them  at  the  same  rate  next  year  if 
Parliament  shall  see  fit.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
that  after  the  present  year  these  subsidies 
should  be  charged  wholly  upon  revenue,  and 
not,  as  now,  one-half  upon  loan  ;  and,  further, 
that  they  should  be  separated  from  our  ordinary 
finance,  and  not  only  fixed  for  a  definite  time, 
but  be  paid  from  a  definite  source — as,  for  in- 
stance, by  appropriating  to  the  purpose  a  given 
fraction  of  the  property-tax.  For  the  present 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  local  bodies  are 
hardly  pressed  to  provide  funds  to  carry  on 
their  necessary  works,  and  we  regret  we  can  do 
no  more  for  them. 

I  do  not,  however,  wish  the  Committee  to 
understand  me  as  representing  that  the  Govern- 
ment, by  ceasing  to  pay  rates  on  Crown  lands 
and  the  subsidies,  are  effecting  a  "  saving  "  to 
that  amount  in  the  public  expenditure,  using 
that  term  in  a  popular  sense.  We  are  indeed 
relieving  the  consolidated  revenue  to  the  full 
amount,  as  is  our  first  duty,  but  we  are  throw- 
ing upon  localities  whatever  amount  out  of 
these  sums  is  absolutely  required  for  carr}'ing 
on  necessary  services ;  and  so  far  as  the  change 
induces  local  economy  there  is  Etn  absolute  sav- 
ing in  all  senses  ;  and  it  is  clear  that,  if  we  are 
to  restore  our  finances  to  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  if  we  are  to  recover  our  credit  in 
London,  it  can  only  be  done  by  making  a  very 
firm  stand  against  all  expenditure  which  can  be 
possibly  avoided.  It  may  no  doubt  be  said 
that  not  only  these  grants  about  whioh  we  are 
now  speaking,  but  also  much  larger  sums  of 
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money,  could  be  profitably  spent  by  the  local 
bodies,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  dispute  that 
^UBsertion.  The  answer  seems  to  me  to  be  that 
we  have  not  got  the  money  to  spend,  that  we 
have  been  spending  far  too  freely,  and  that  we 
must  now  stay  our  hand  for  some  time,  even 
from  useful  local  works,  or  raise  funds  for  them 
locally. 

Summary  of  Reductions. 

Adding  together,  then,  the  whole  of  our  pro- 
posed reductions,  we  find  that  when  complete 
effect  is  given  to  them  the  expenditure  charge- 
Able  for  a  year  upon  the  revenue  of  the  colony 
will  be  reduced  by  £300,000. 

I  shall,  for  the  convenience  of  members, 
briefly  recapitulate  the  leading  items  of  which 
this  large  sum  is  composed  :  Salaries  of  Minis- 
ters, £8,450;  allowances  to  members  of  the 
General  Assembly^  £10,000 ;  departmental  ap- 
propriations, £252,550,  including  reductions  in 
respect  of  Ministers'  residences,  travelling  al- 
lowances, &c. ;  rates  on  Crown  lands,  £34,000 : 
making  a  total  of  £300,000  for  a  full  financial 
year.  The  amount  we  shall  probably  be  able 
to  obtain  by  these  reductions  within  the  cur- 
xent  financial  year  will  be  about  £71,000,  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  be  foimd  in  a  table 
appended  to  this  Statement. 

PBOPOSAIaS   RELATINQ  TO  THE   CURRENT  YEAR. 

I  have  already  informed  the  Committee  that 
it  is  estimated  the  expenditure  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
March,  1888,  would  exceed  the  revenue  by 
£389,305  if  expenditure  proceeded  at  the  old 
fate  and  further  taxation  be  not  imposed. 
This  sum  will,  however,  be  lessened  by  the 
savings  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  arising 
from  the  reductions  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
effect  to,  estimated  at  £71,000 ;  and  we  propose 
to  still  farther  reduce  it  by  increasing  the  pro- 
perty-tax from  thirteen-sixteenths  of  a  penny 
to  one  penny. 

These  reductions  will  leave  a  sum  of  about 
£253,000,  expended  in  excess  of  revenue  to  the 
31st  March  next,  to  be  provided  for.  This, 
together  with  the  deficit  of  last  yeax,  amount- 
ing to  £92,293  on  the  Ordinary  Bevenue  Ac- 
count at  the  3l8t  March,  1887,  and  of  £54,263 
on  the  Land  Fund  Account,  makes  a  total  of 
about  £399,500  for  which  provision  has  to  be 
made.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
amount  to  be  paid  as  compensation  for  loss  of 
office.  This  will  probably  be  a  considerable 
fium — indeed,  large  in  proportion  as  the  ulti- 
mate saving  is  large.  But  it  is  impossible  to 
state  the  amount,  even  approximately,  at  pre- 
sent, or  until  the  Government  have  determmed 
upon  the  specific  reductions  and  amalgamations 
which  will  have  to  be  made  if  Parliament 
should  see  fit,  as  we  trust  it  will,  to  ratify  our 
proposals  and  limit  the  total  cost  of  the  respec- 
tive services. 

Now,  I  must  ask  honourable  members  to 
bear  in  mind  that,  as  I  shall  hereafter  explain, 
we  are  proposing  to  reduce  greatly  the  rate  of 
our  public  works  expenditure ;  and  also  so  to 
shape  our  ordinaiy  financo  as  gradually  to 
enable  the  ConsoUdated  Fund  to  b^ar  many 


charges  for  works  now  borne  by  loan.  If  we 
succeed  in  doing  this,  as  I  think  we  must,  it 
will  entail  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  revenue, 
and  render  it  impossible  for  it  to  meet  the 
large  amount  to  which  I  have  referred  other- 
wise than  gradually.  The  Government  there- 
fore propose  that  the  proceeds  of  the  debentures 
issued  under  "The  Consolidated  Stock  Act, 
1884,"  for  the  interest  on  investments  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  which  I  have  referred  in  my 
remarks  upon  the  public  debt,  amounting  now 
to  about  £40,000  a  year,  but  increasing  yearly, 
and  which  for  four  years,  including  the  present 
year,  have  been  paid  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund  and  used  as  revenue,  should  from  March 
next  be  applied  to  redeem  yearly  a  like  amount 
of  this  deficit  until  the  debt  is  finally  ex- 
tinguished. We  propose  also  that  any  credit 
balance  of  ordinary  revenue,  from  year  to  year, 
shall  be  devoted  to  the  same  purpose,  instead 
of  being  carried  forward  to  the  next  account. 
And  in  the  meantime  we  propose  that  short- 
dated  debentures,  payable  only  in  the  colony, 
shall  be  issued  to  cover  the  two  amounts. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  PROPOSALS. 

The  Committee  will  naturally  be  anxious  to 
know  what  the  Government  propose  about 
public  works  and  further  borrowing.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  necessary  to  place  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway  Loan  upon  the 
London  market  early  next  year.  The  late 
Government  had  contemplated  issuing  this 
loan  about  the  end  of  this  month,  but  owing, 
I  suppose,  to  the  result  of  the  elections  the 
matter  was  allowed  to  stand  over ;  but  in  order 
to  obtain  necessary  funds  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer made  arrangements  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  here  to  advance  £500,000,  repay- 
able in  London  in  April  next  on  securities  of 
this  loan. 

The  Government  therefore  propose  to  place 
this  loan  upon  the  London  market  at  the  first 
favourable  opportunity  ;  and  the  question  will 
naturally  now  be  asked  by  honourable  mem- 
bers, How  long  will  it  be  possible  to  continue 
the  necessajy  public  works  with  the  amounts 
at  our  disposal  in  the  several  accounts  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund  ?  In  order  to  answer  this 
question,  let  me  again  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  state  of  the  three  Accounts 
in  this  fund.  No.  1  Account,  which  contains 
the  balances  of  the  loans  raised  prior  to  1886, 
is  really  exhausted.  There  was  to  the  credit 
of  the  Account  on  the  30th  September  last 
£247,292,  with  liabilities  amounting  to  £280,495, 
of  which  at  least  £162,000  will  come  in  for 
payment  by  March  next,  leaving  only  £85,292 
for  exjpenditure  next  year,  with  outstanding 
liabilities  of  £118,495.  It  is  therefore  evident 
that  no  new  votes  can  be  taken  against  this 
Account;  and  yet  my  colleague  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  assures  me,  and  he  will  show 
when  he  makes  his  Statement,  that  there  are 
works  to  the  amount  of  at  least  £150,000  which 
it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid  executing,  as 
they  are  absolutely  necessary  complements  to 
undertakings  already  entered  into,  and  they 
must   therefore    be    authorised    this   session. 
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They  consist  principally  of  roads  to  opcm  up 
Crown  lands  before  sale,  public  buildings  and 
sohooU buildings,  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
telegraph  extension,  and  harbour  defences.  In 
point  of  fact,  the  £150,000  is  a  liability,  though 
not  brought  to  book,  almost  as  much  as  the 
liabilities  which  have  been  brought  to  book, 
and  must  therefore  be  provided  for.  In  No.  2 
Account,  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Hail- 
way  Loan,  there  are  ample  funds  to  continue 
the  work  for  three  years  at  least.  In  No.  3 
Account  the  funds  for  several  important  works 
which  must  be  completed  are  practically  ex- 
hausted, and  therefore,  without  further  funds, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  continue,  after  the 
present  contracts  are  done,  either  the  Mana- 
watu  Qoige  line  or  the  Otago  Central  even  up 
to  Middlemarch,  which  is  the  least  distance  to 
which  it  must  be  carried  to  be  of  any  practical 
use  at  all. 

There  are  three  courses  open  to  Parliament : 
(1)  We  may  stop  those  works  for  which  the 
funds  are  exhausted  ;  (2)  we  may  use  some  of 
the  cash  to  the  credit  of  the  unexhausted  items 
either  in  No.  2  or  No.  8  Account  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  exhausted  items ;  or  (8)  we  may 
determine  to  raise  another  loan. 

The  choice  thus  forced  upon  us  is  not  a 
pleasant  one,  and  yet  it  must  be  made.  With 
regard  to  the  first  course,  the  Government  is  of 
opinion  that  all  works  the  stopping  of  which 
will  not  materially  retard  the  progress  of  the 
country  should  be  stopped ;  mere  present  in- 
convenience must  not  be  considered  ;  but  to  go 
further  than  this  would,  they  think,  be  a  very 
unwise  and  short-sighted  policy.  The  Govern- 
ment cannot  therefore  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  course. 

We  will  now  consider  the  second  course — 
Shall  we  use  the  money  allocated  to  one  work 
temporarily  or  permanently  upon  another  work  ? 
If  the  House  should  so  determine,  it  will  be 
possible  with  the  money  at  our  disposal  to  find 
the  funds  to  coxiy  on  necessary  works  to  a 
moderate  extent  by  borrowing  from  one  Ac- 
count in  aid  of  the  funds  exhausted  in  another. 
And  by  doing  this,  and  limiting  our  public- 
works  expenditure  to  an  average  of  £70,000  a 
month  for  the  next  fifteen  months,  which,  I 
am  informed,  it  can  be  gradually  worked  down 
to — as  compared  with  an  average  of  £97,000 
a  month,  which  it  has  been  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  namely  from  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber, 1886,  to  the  end  of  September,  1887--it  will 
be  possible  to  find  the  means  of  carrying  on  our 
public  works  until  the  end  of  December,  1888. 
Difficulties  would,  however,  probably  arise  if 
we  postponed  taking  authority  to  borrow  until 
next  session,  in  the  event  of  any  serious  dis- 
turbance of  the  English  money-market,  for  by 
the  end  of  December,  1888,  even  if  Parliament 
does  give  authority  to  use  the  balances  as  above 
suggested,  we  shall  have  run  very  close  with 
the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  it  would  then  be 
necessary  either  to  cease  altogether  to  under- 
take anything  further,  or  else  to  obtain  a  loan 
upon  the  best  terms  we  could.  In  order  to 
understand  our  real  position,  in  fact,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Committee  and  the  country 
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should  clearly  recognise  that  by  the  end  of 
December,  1888,  in  the  absence  of  any  further 
loan,  and  even,  if  transfers  from  one  fund  to 
another  are  authorised,  the  total  cash  to  the 
credit  of  all  the  loan  accounts  will  be  only 
about  £370,000,  and  we  should  have  liabilities 
already  incurred,  and  rapidly  accruing  due,  to 
about  an  equal  amount ;  and,  besides  this,  the 
works  in  hand  would  be  scarcely  any  of  them 
complete  or  in  a  profitable  state,  as  the  borrow- 
ing from  one  fund  to  the  other,  in  order  to 
keep  things  going,  would  necessarily  leave 
every  fund  short  of  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  originally  intended. 

The  second  of  our  alternative  courses  is 
therefore  a  possible  one,  if  Parliament  sees  fit 
to  adopt  it,  though,  after  much  consideration* 
the  Government  do  not  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending it ;  because,  while  breaking  down  the 
safeguards  which  the  House  has  set  up  against 
spending  the  money  provided  for  one  work  upon 
another  work,  it  would,  nevertheless,  fail  to 
place  us  in  a  satisfactory  position  in  other  re- 
spects. The  Government  are  strongly  of  opin« 
ion  that  the  colony  does  not  want  such  a  iK>licy, 
if  it  can  be  called  a  policy,  as  is  involved  in 
merely  saying  that "  we  will  not  borrow  this  year 
— let  us  wait  for  a  year."  What,  in  our  opinion, 
the  colony  wants,  and  wants  imperatively,  is  a 
total  change  of  policy  as  to  borrowing  alto- 
gether. We  want  so  to  shape  our  public-works 
expenditure  as  to  be  able  to  cease  borrowing 
entirely  at  an  early  date.  We  want  first,  and  at 
once,  to  reduce  this  expenditure,  to  reduce  it 
largely,  and  to  reduce  it  at  a  constantly-increas- 
ing rate,  so  as  practically  and  within  a  short 
time  to  reach  the  vanishing-point.  We  think 
it  quite  possible  to  reach  this  desirable  end, 
but  not  by  the  second  of  the  propjosed  courses. 

The  third  course,  consequently,  in  our  opinion^ 
seems  to  be  by  far  the  most  prudent,  and  the 
Government,  therefore,  though  with  great  re- 
luctance, recommend  that  authority  should  be 
granted  for  a  loan  during  the  present  session  of 
£1,000,000,  to  be  raised  at  such  time  as  under 
all  circumstances  the  Grovemment  may  deem 
most  favourable.  If  Parliament  agrees  to  this* 
we  shall  ask  that  the  purpose  of  this  loan  shall 
be  distinctly  defined ;  that  no  new  undertskk- 
ings  shall  be  put  in  hand ;  and,  further,  that 
we  shall  give  a  distinct  pledge  that  no  more 
borrowing  will  take  place  for  three  years  from 
March,  1888.  We  must,  in  any  case,  as  I  have 
shown,  place  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
Loan  on  the  market  early  next  year,  and,  as  it 
is  unadvisable  to  make  repeated  applications  to 
London  for  money,  the  Government  think  it 
important  to  be  in  a  position  to  place  both  loans 
on  the  market  at  the  same  time  if  they  should 
be  so  advised. 

We  have  come  to  this  conclusion,  as  I  have 
said,  with  extreme  reluctance,  but  it  is,  we 
believe,  in  the  interests  of  true  economy.  The 
Conunittee,  I  trust,  has  ample  evidence  before 
it  that  the  Government  is  entirely  in  earnest 
in  its  intention  to  retrench ;  to  stop  all  super- 
fluous expenditure ;  to  see,  in  homely  language* 
that  the  colony  lives  within  its  means ;  and  we 
should  h^ve  been  glad  to  avoid  what,  to  s 
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buty  judgment,  may  look  like  inconsiBtenoy 
in  retrenching  largely  oar  ordinary  expenditure 
while  propoeing  to  bocrow  further  lor  public 
works.  But  you  cannot  bring  such  a  system 
of  pnblic  works  as  ours  to  a  sudden  end  with- 
out absolute  disaster.  We  believe,  and  I  think 
the  Committee  will  agree  with  us,  that,  if  we 
at  once  or  shortly  stopped  the  large  and  im- 
portant works  now  on  hand  and  unfinished 
and  comparatively  useless,  we  should  be  losing 
far  more  than  we  should  save, — in  other 
words,  practising  extravagance  in  the  name 
of  economy.  My  honourable  friend  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  will,  I  think,  be  able  to 
show  in  his  Statement  that,  with  the  expendi- 
ture we  propose,  our  principal  works  can  be 
brought  to  what  may  be  called  a  state  of  in- 
terim completion,  where  we  may  pause  with- 
out serious  loss.  And  the  Committee  will 
observe  the  safeguards  we  propose,  and  the 
essential  condition  we  annex,  that  no  further 
borrowing  shall  take  place  at  all  events  for 
three  years  from  March,  1888.  If  honourable 
members  will  add  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
loan  to  the  available  balance  left  of  previous 
loans,  and  divide  the  total  by  the  three  years 
and  a  half  over  which  it  has  to  be  spread,  they 
will  find  that  it  amounts  to  £690,913  a  year 
as  available  for  public  works  of  all  classes ;  and 
if  they  will  further  compare  this  with  the 
actual  expenditure  from  loan  on  public  works 
for  the  last  three  years,  which  has  been  at  the 
rate  of  £1,881,866  a  year,  they  will  see  that  the 
expenditure  we  propose  is  at  a  rate  less  by 
exactly  60  per  cent.  In  a  word,  our  policy  is 
at  onoe  to  reduce  this  expenditure  largely  and 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  ana,  as  I  have  said,  at  a 
constantly-increasing  rate,  so  that  by  the  time 
the  proposed  loan  is  expended  we  may  be  abso- 
lutely relieved  of  the  necessity  of  borrowing 
further.  It  is  therefore  a  practical  application 
of  that  policy  of  **  tapering  off"  which  has  met 
with  general  approval  in  the  colony,  and  will 
now,  I  trust,  receive  the  approval  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

If  that  approval  should  be  given,  it  will 
enable  our  public  works  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out any  sudden  break,  but  at  a  greatly-reduced 
rate  of  expenditure,  for  the  next  three  years 
and  a  half,  by  which  time  we  hope  to  have 
transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  a  large 
number  of  works  hitherto  charged  upon  loan, 
and  to  reduce  to  very  narrow  limits  our  ex- 
penditure on  other  works  which  are  rightly 
charged  on  loan. 

THE  MIDLAND   RAILWAY. 

There  is  one  large  and  important  work — the 
Midland  Railway — which  I  have  not  mentioned, 
and  which  I  shall  here  but  briefly  refer  to,  as 
the  Government  intend  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion immediately  in  another  way.  The  import- 
ance of  the  work  in  a  colonial  sense  has  been 
repeatedly  recognised  by  the  Legislature ;  but 
the  Committee  will  have  seen  from  the  papers 
Iflid  on  the  table  that  the  negotiations  with 
the  company  are  still  incomplete  in  important 
particulars.  The  Government,  however,  hope, 
with  the  further  aid  of  the  Legislature,  to 


bring  these  negotiations  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. 

CONCLUSION. 

Before  I  conclude  honourable  members  will 
no  doubt  desire  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  probable  effect  of  our  proposals  upon  the 
position  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  next  year, 
and  what  prospect  there  is  of  our  being  able  to 
equalise  revenue  and  expenditure  wi£bout  re- 
sorting to  additional  taxation,  except  for  the 
purposes  of  relieving  loan  of  certain  charges 
which  I  have  already  indicated  should  be  borne 
upon  revenue.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  ordinary  revenue  for  1888-89  comes  up  to 
the  amount  now  estimated  for  the  current 
year,  and  after  making  provision  not  only  for 
half  a  year's  interest — ^£20,000— on  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  proposed  to 
be  raised  in  April  next,  but  providing  for  the 
extinction  of,  say,  £40,000  of  the  deficit  at 
the  end  of  this  year  in  the  manner  already 
stated  to  the  Committee,  we  hope  to  be  able, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  now  foreseen — and  it  will 
be  our  earnest  endeavour — in  1888-89  to  carry 
on  the  services  of  the  colony  chargeable  upon 
the  ordinary  revenue  without  being  under  the 
necessity  of  proposing  additional  taxation. 
With  regard  to  the  Land  Fund,  if  our  proposals 
with  respect  to  it  are  agreed  to,  we  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  revenue  will  be  quite 
equal  to  the  expenditure  without  sacrificing 
the  public  estate. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  have  completed  my  task.  I 
have  laid  before  the  Committee  as  clear  and 
complete  an  account  as  I  could  frame  of  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony,  and  of  the 
measures  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, are  best  calculated  to  relieve  it  of  its 
present  difficulties,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it 
is  possible  to  prevent,  their  recurrence  in  the 
future.  The  account  I  have  given  neither  con- 
ceals nor  exaggerates  those  difficulties ;  while 
it  shews  that  it  is  entirely  within  our  own 
power  to  overcome  them  :  it  needs  but  the  will 
to  do  it.  And  the  measures  I  have  proposed — 
embodying  as  they  do  three  trite  but  vital 
economic  principles — of  foregoing  such  things 
as  we  can  more  easily  spare  than  pay  for,  of 
making  such  money  as  we  spend  produce  the 
best  possible  result,  and  of  increasing  and  en- 
couraging the  wealth-producers  of  the  colony ; 
and  embodying  also,  last  but  not  least,  a 
wholesome  self-reliance — these  measures  will, 
I  trust,  commend  themselves  to  this  Commit- 
tee, as  I  believe  they  will  to  the  country  at 
large. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  2nd  November,  1887. 
Waste  Lands  Committee. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

WASTE  LANDS  COMmTTEB. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS, 
it  was  resolved,  That  the  namher  of  members 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  be  increased  to 
nine,  and  the  names  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland  be  added  to  the 
Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  thirty -seven 
minutes  past  two  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  2nd  November,  1887. 


First  Headings — Juries  — Auckland  and  Wellington 
Bailway  Carriages— License-fees  on  Clubs— VVest- 
port  -  y gakawau  Railway  — T.  Hall  — Midland 
Kailway  —  Westport  Coal  Company  —  Ashley 
Traflac-bridge  — Banks- Property-tax  on  Bank 
Deposits— Midland  Bailway— South  Island  Na- 
tive Beserves— Kailway  Management— Education 
—Stock  Branch  Officials— Wanganui  Boads,  and 
snaiipging  Biver— Nelson  Harbour— Land  Adminis- 
tration Act— Clubs— Buller  Coal-reserve— Civil 
Service  Appointments— Midland  Bailway— Pay- 
ments to  Members— Native  Land  Purchases- 
Ministerial  Besidences— Native  Lands  —Hospitals 
and  Charitable  Institutions  Bill— Law  Practi- 
tioners Bill— Hammond  Fencing-claims  Compen- 
sation Bill. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Hammond  Fencing  -  claims  Conipensation 
Bill,  Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Fair  Rent  Bill, 
Kamo  and  Eawakawa  Railways  Construction 
Bill. 

JURIES. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  he  will  cause  the  Juries  Act  to  be 
altered  so  as  to  avoid  bringing  men  a  consider- 
able distance  to  attend  juries,  when  there  are 
a  sufficient  number  of  citizens  residing  in  the 
town  where  the  Court  is  held  from  which  to 
select  jurymen  ?  Ho  would  point  out  to  the 
Minister  of  Justice  the  very  great  hardship  that 
was  inflicted  on  a  number  of  men  who  resided 
a  considerable  distance  from  towns  where 
Courts  were  held.  The  other  day,  when  in  the 
Grey  Valley,  he  was  informed  that  some  men 
living  at  a  place  called  Blackwater,  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles  away,  were  summoned  to  attend 
on  a  jury,  and  they  were  dragged  for  twenty 
miles  there,  and  remained  for  three  days,  and 
got  nothing  for  it,  not  even  being  called  on. 
He  thought  that  the  Act  should  be  amended  so 
as  to  allow  a  jury  to  be  empanelled  from  the 


inmiediate  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where 
the  Court  was  being  held. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Government  recog- 
nised that  there  was  some  injustice  and  incon- 
venience in  the  matter,  on  account  of  men  in 
outlying  districts  being  called  upon  to  go  into 
towns  to  attend  these  juries.  It  would  be  very 
difficult,  however,  to  alter  the  Act  this  year^ 
if  indeed  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  do  bo. 
However,  he  would  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  given  effect  to. 

AUCKLAND    AND    WELLINGTON    RAIL- 
WAY  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  reports  published  in  the  news- 
papers are  correct,  that  he  has  promised  the 
members  for  Auckland  West  and  Thomdon 
that  for  the  future  no  railway  carriages  re- 
quired at  the  large  centres  of  population,  such 
as  Auckland  and  Wellington,  would  be  sent  for 
from  Addington,  but  would  be  manufactured 
in  the  districts  where  they  are  required  ?  The 
question  was  one  of  a  very  important  character, 
not  only  from  a  local  point  of  view,  but  from  a 
policy  point  of  view.  He  thought  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  would  agree  with  him  that 
the  question  indicated  a  line  of  policy  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  of  a  very  detrimental 
character  to  the  public  service.  He  therefore 
trusted  there  was  no  truth  in  the  report  that 
was  current,  that  anything  of  the  kind  had 
been  contemplated  at  least  by  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  or  the  Government  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  thought  this  question 
was  satisfactorily  answered  on  the  previous 
day.  Seeing  that  the  Government  had  gone 
to  considerable  expense  in  providing  workshops 
and  a  large  quantity  of  machinery  at  the  van* 
ous  places  referred  to,  it  was  only  to  be  ex- 
pected that  work  that  could  be  satisfactorily 
performed  at  those  workshops  should  be  done 
there. 

LICENSE-FEES  ON  CLUBS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  an 
annual  license-fee  is  charged  to  each  oJE  those 
various  clubs  throughout  the  colony  wherein 
intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  to  the  members  of 
the  clubs  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  if  the  honourable  member 
referred  to  the  Licensing  Act  he  would  find         I 
that  there  was  a  license-fee  payable  by  clube         | 
to  local  bodies.  | 

WESTPORT-NGAKAWAU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,. 
Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remove  the  re- 
strictions which  now  prevent  the  disposal  of 
land  for  settlement  along  the  Westport-Nga- 
kawaho  Railway  and  other  places  in  that 
vicinity  along  the  coast?  He  would  only  ex- 
plain that  for  a  considerable  number  of  year» 
past  people  had  been  endeavouring  to  obtain 
land  for  settlement  along  this  line  of  railway ; 
but,  to  the  mortification  of  those  people,  they 
constantly  received  the  reply  from  tiie  Lfuid        ' 
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Offioe  that  this  land  was  reserved  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Midland  Bailway.  This  was  a  very 
unsatisfactory  reply  indeed,  seeing  that  the 
railway  did  not  come  near  the  sea-shore  or  the 
locality  in  question. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  no- 
thing could  he  done  until  the  terms  of  the 
contract  with  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
were  finally  settled. 

T.  HALL. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  When  the  return  showing  the  costs 
incurred  by  the  Government  in  the  prosecution 
of  Thomas  Hall  will  be  laid  before  the  House, 
in  accordance  with  motion  agreed  to  by  the 
House  on  the  5th  May  last? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  return  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  that  day. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  entering  into 
negotiations  with  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany for  the  purchase  by  the  Government  from 
the  company  of  that  portion  of  the  line  com- 
pleted by  the  company  from  Brunnerton  to 
Richardson?  He  would  point  out  that  at 
Brunnerton,  where  the  Midland  line  connected 
%vith  the  Government  line,  there  was  no  site 
available  for  the  terminus  of  such  a  line  as 
they  hoped  to  see  opened  shortly ;  but  at 
Richardson  there  was  a  large  tract  of  country 
where  sidings  and  workshops  and  other  ap- 
pliances could  be  erected  for  the  purposes  of  a 
junction  between  the  Midland  Railway  and 
the  Government  line.  A  portion  of  this  line 
between  Brunnerton  and  Richardson  was 
made  by  the  Government.  Some  £13,000 
or  £14,000  had  been  spent  by  the  previous 
Government  upon  this  line.  The  Midland 
Railway  Company  only  took  it  over  and  com- 
pleted it,  simply  putting  down  the  permanent- 
way  and  adding  a  small  length  to  it.  He 
would  ask  the  Govenmiont  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  purchasing,  or,  perhaps,  making 
other  arrangements  with  the  company,  so  that 
a  proper  site  could  be  fixed  upon  between  the 
Government's  and  the  company's  lines. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  no  intention  of  taking  the  question  into 
consideration  at  the  present  time. 

WESTPORT  COAL  COMPANY. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
Wcstland  Waste  Lands  Board  have  agreed  to 
grant  a  coal-mining  lease  to  the  Westport  Coal 
Company  of  the  Wallsend  and  Coalpit  Heath 
Coal-mine  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  inquire  into  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  grant 
such  lease?  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Minister  of  Mines  the  fact  that  the  two  coal- 
mines mentioned  In  the  question  were  situated 
on  different  sides  of  the  Grey  River,  and  the 
conditions  under  which  they  were  held  re- 
quired the  output  of  a  large  quantity  of  coa,l  | 


from  each.  They  had  each  complied  with  the 
conditions;  but  the  Westport  Company  had 
acquired  the  property  of  both  mines,  and  now 
wished  to  amalgamate  them  and  work  them  from 
one  pit.  In  giving  a  new  lea^e  for  these  two 
mines,  he  believed,  it  was  proposed  to  attach 
a  condition  which  would  only  require  the  out- 
put of  a  small  quantity  of  coal,  and  it  was 
with  the  view  of  considering  the  necessity  of 
imposing  a  condition  that  they  should  have  as 
great  an  output  as  if  they  were  held  by  dif- 
ferent parties,  instead  of  by  one  as  proposed, 
that  he  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  to  consider 
this  question. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  attention 
of  the  present  Government  had  not  been 
drawn  to  the  fact.  The  late  Government, 
however,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Land 
Board,  agreed  to  grant  a  consolidated  lease, 
with  an  extension  to  sixty-three  years.  The 
terms  and  conditions  would  be  reviewed  before 
the  lease  was  executed. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  if  he  had  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Government  that  no  lease  would 
be  assented  to  until  the  terms  and  conditions 
had  been  careful iv  considered. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said,  certainly. 

ASHLEY  TRAFFIC-BRIDGE. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  report  to  be 
made  on  the  Ashley  Traffic-bridge,  with  a  view 
of  assisting  the  local  bodies  interested  to  arrive 
at  an  estimate  of  the  cost  which  will  enable 
them  to  put  the  bridge  in  a  condition  for 
traffic  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  no  objection  to  the  proposal,  and  instruc- 
tions would  be  given  to  have  a  report  prepared. 

BANKS. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Have  the  Government  no  control  over 
the  banks  issuing  notes  in  New  Zealand  ;  and, 
if  so,  do  they  intend  to  propose  any  measure 
dealing  with  the  subject?  He  thought  there 
was  ample  reason  for  asking  this  question, 
seeing  the  great  suffering  that  had  been  caused 
to  so  many  persons  by  the  failure  of  the  City 
of  Glasgow  Bank;  and  now  he  noticed  that 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  failed  to  pay  a 
dividend.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  ask  this 
question,  for  very  many  of  both  races  were  in- 
terested in  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  control  over  the  issue  of  bank-notes  in 
the  colony ;  they  were  issued  under  the  autho- 
rity of  Acts  of  Parliament.  The  Government 
did  not  propose  by  legislation  to  assume  the 
duties  of  directors  of  banks.  It  was  true  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  hod  refrained  from  pay- 
ing a  dividend  for  the  last  half-year,  and  ho 
thought  it  was  a  very  wise  course  to  take  under 
the  circumstances,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  action  taken  would  very  much  strengthen 
not  only  the  bank  but  the  colony. 

PROPERTY-TAX  ON  BANK  DEPOSITS. 
Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
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surer,  What  oheok,  if  any,  has  the  Property- 
tax  Department  against  sums  lying  to  the 
credit  of  depositors  in  the  various  banks  doing 
busiiiess  in  the  colony ;  also,  'whether  any  re- 
coveries have  been  effected  on  these  deposits, 
which  appear,  from  the  tables  attached  to  the 
Financial  Statement  of  May  last  (No.  8,  p.  19), 
to  amount  to  £5,000,000  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  direct 
check  under  the  Property  Assessment  Act. 
The  rule  had  always  been  to  trust  to  the  de- 
positors themselves,  with  what  inquiry  could 
be  made  inoffensively  as  to  this  personal  pro- 
perty. No  doubt  some  persons  were  not  so 
conscientious  as  they  ought  to  be,  but  he 
thought  on  tlie  whole  the  Government  got 
pretty  well  all  they  were  entitled  to.  They 
occasionally  had  instances  where  it  had  been 
found  that  people  did  not  pay  the  tax  on  de- 
posits who  should  have  done  so.  For  instance, 
in  regard  to  some  people  who  had  died,  when 
the  executors  came  to  declare  tlie  assets,  it 
had  been  found  that  the  deceased  had  failed  to 
make  proper  returns,  and  then  treble  duty  had 
been  charged,  as  well  as  the  fines. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  the  matter  was  so  im- 
portant that,  to  enable  him  to  make  a  few 
remarks,  he  would  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  Not  only  the  present  but  the  late 
Qovemment  had  been  exceedingly  lax  in  this 
matter,  and  in  this  way  £20,000  a  year  had 
heen  lost  to  the  colony.  That  could  be  seen 
very  plainly  by  comparing  the  appendices  to 
the  Financial  Statement  of  last  year  with  the 
gazetted  bank  returns.  A  comparison  of  the 
two  showed  that  there  was  over  dB5,000,000  of 
deposits  in  banks  on  which  property-tax  had 
not  been  paid,  and  the  tax  on  that  large  amount 
would  be  £20,000  a  year,  and  therefore  so  much 
was  lost  to  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He 
thought  some  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
Grovemment  by  which  so  important  a  sum 
should  be  recovered.  He  was  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject, 
because  he  considered  there  had  always  been 
great  laxity  with  regard  to  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  calling  his  attention 
to  the  fact,  but  ho  was  afraid  that  when  it  came 
to  be  looked  into  it  would  not  turn  out  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  expected.  It  was  quite 
possible  that  some  of  these  depositors  were  tax- 
able, but  probably  a  large  number  of  them  owned 
under  five  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  property, 
and  so  would  not  be  taxable.  However,  as  he 
had  said,  he  was  much  obliged  for  having  his 
attention  called  to  the  matter,  and  would  have 
it  inquired  into,  and  if  necessary  would  pro- 
pose an  amendment  in  the  law. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  Premier  could  not 
ascertain  from  the  banks  the  amount  owned  by 
each  depositor,  and  so  find  out  what  was  tax- 
able. 

Major  ATKINSON  ^id  he  would  endeavour 
to  find  that  out. 

jMotion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

IkllDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  G  UINNESS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
Mr.  TumbuU 


he  will  take  into  consideration,  in  dealing  with 
the  question  of  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 
contract  between  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany and  the  Government,  the  advisability  of 
making  provision  for  the  immediate  throwing- 
open  for  sale  and  settlement  of  the  large  block 
of  Grown  land  now  temporarily  reserved  from 
sale,  as  such  reservation  is  greatly  retarding 
the  settlement  of  the  country  ?  Two  years  ago 
many  thousands  of  acres  had  been  reserved  for 
the  company,  and  the  effect  had  been  to  pre- 
vent any  disposal  of  the  land,  and  so  a  great 
hardship  had  been  felt  by  the  settlers  on  the 
West  Coast.  There  were  many  who  were  de- 
sirous of  becoming  settlers  on  these  lands,  to 
develop  them  for  mining  and  other  purposes. 
Large  tracts  of  country  could  be  taken  up  and 
developed  in  various  wa>s  if  the  land  were 
thrown  open  for  occupation ;  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to  make  such 
terms  and  conditions  with  the  company  as  to 
enable  the  land  to  be  thrown  open  at  once. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  very  glad  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration ;  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  more  than  that  at  present. 
The  whole  ca.se  was  surrounded  with  great  dif- 
ficulties, and  he  had  no  doubt  that  to  carry  tiiis 
great  work  to  a  successful  issue  there  would 
have  to  be  a  policy  of  give-and-take  pursued 
throughout. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session 
to  amend  "  The  South  Island  Native  Reserves 
Act,  1883"? 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  yes;  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session. 

RAILWAY  MANAGEMENT. 

Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  said,  since  he  had  given  notice  of 
the  motion  the  Government  had  promised  to 
propose  a  non-political  Railway  Board ;  but  such 
Board  could  not  enter  on  its  work  this  session, 
and  therefore  it  could  do  no  harm  to  set  up  this 
Committee,  to  which  a  large  number  of  peti- 
tions relating  to  railway  matters — those  on  the 
Vaile  system  included — might  be  referred. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **That 
a  Committee  be  appointed,  with  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers,  to  consider  and  report 
upon  any  petitions  relating  to  the  railway  sys- 
tem :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Mitch  el- 
son,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Macarthur,  Mr.  Mills,  Mi .  W.  P,  Reeves,  Mr. 
E.  Richardson,  Mr.  Withy,  and  the  mover."— 
{Mr.  Wilson.) 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  objection  to  this  Committee,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  still  desired  it;  but  he  must 
say  that  he  thought  it  would  be  labour  in  vain. 
The  only  objection  he  had  at  all  was  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  his  honourable  Mend 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  attend  the 
Committee  regularly,  owing  to  the  pressure  of 
work  which  would  be  laid  upon  him,  conse- 
quent on  his  having  so  lately  taken  ofiioe. 
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Mr.  WILSON.— What  wUl  you  do  with  the 
petitions? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  they  would  he  re- 
lexred  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee.  He 
had  no  objection  to  the  Committee  now  asked 
lor  heing  appointed  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man desired  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  in 
this  direction.  He  hoped  they  would  have  non- 
political  Boards,  and  then  this  matter  would  be 
relegated  to  them. 

Mr.  WILSON.  — We  were  told  that  three 
years  ago. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  but  we  have  a 
different  Government  in  office  now. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  grant  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee.  Although  the  Committee  might 
he  without  the  presence  of  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  he  thought  that  the  Committee 
would  be  found  one  of  the  most  useful  Com- 
mittees in  the  House.  He  trusted  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  understood  that  this 
Committee  was  only  to  consider  petitions,  and, 
if  80,  he  doubted  whether  the  information  tliat 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  just  referred  to 
would  be  forthcoming.  Last  session  a  some- 
what similar  Committee  was  appointed,  and,  if 
he  understood  the  honourable  gentleman  aright, 
the  Committee  of  last  session  had  much  wider 
scope  than  was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
present  Committee.  This  Committee,  as  ho 
understood  it,  was  simply  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider any  petitions  on  the  subject  of  railways, 
and  noUiing  else.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man meant  to  go  any  further  he  ought  to  state 
so  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WILSON  did  not  wish  to  go  any  further 
than  he  had  indicated  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  if 
the  arrangement  which  the  Government  pro- 
posed wa£  carried  out — namely,  of  having  two 
Public  Petitions  Committees,  which  would  be 
able  to  go  into  any  matters  brought  before  them 
— the  honourable  gentleman's  object  would  be 
attained.  Certainly  with  two  Public  Petitions 
Committees  there  would  be  ample  time  for 
overtaking  petitions  on  railway  as  well  as  other 
matters. 

Mr.  PISH  quite  concurred  with  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker.  He  failed  to  see  any 
necessity  for  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 
mittee. There  were  to  be  two  Public  Petitions 
Committees,  and  they  could  overtake  the  con- 
sideration of  all  petitions  of  the  kind  referred 
to  in  the  motion.  And,  unless  the  honourable 
gentleman  desired  to  go  further  than  he  stated 
in  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  Fish)  failed  to  see  the 
necessity  for  the  motion. 

Motion  negatived. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  WILSON.— I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to 
appoint  this  Committee,  which  is  a  little  more 
important  perhaps  than  the  last  one.  I  believe 
that  such  a  Committee  would  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  the  country,  and  would  collect  a  very 
large  amount  of  valuable  information.  Although 
the  Government  proposals  in  regard  to  reusing 


the  school-age  have  been  announced,  still  a 
good  many  other  questions  might  be  inquired 
into.  For  instance,  wo  might  have  the  evi- 
dence of  experts  on  education,  such  as  the 
Inspector-General,  the  Inspectors  of  the  vari- 
ous Boards,  Teachers'  Associatious,  and  so  on. 
At  present  the  public  have  only  the  education 
reports  to  turn  to  when  they  want  information, 
and  I  must  say  that  the  information  is  often 
very  meagre  and  rather  misleading  in  many 
cases.  I  would  refer  honourable  members  to 
Table  O  in  the  last  Education  Report,  and,  if 
they  will  study  that,  they  will  see  how  mis- 
leading that  report  is ;  and  again,  to  the  table 
relating  to  the  percentage  of  passes,  which  is 
very  difficult  to  understand.  1  think,  too,  that 
the  Committee  might  inquire  whether  the  cost 
might  not  bo  reduced  in  certain  directions.  At 
the  present  time  the  children  in  the  First 
Standard  cost  the  country  £10  or  £11  per  head: 
they  take  about  three  years  to  pass  the  stan- 
dard, and  the  oapitation  allowance  is  £4  per 
annum.  I  believe  this  cost  might  be  reduced 
very  much  indeed  under  the  kindergarten 
system.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
kindergarten  school  here,  in  the  Tinakori  Road, 
Wellington,  which  educates  the  children  at 
from  lOs.  to  £1  per  annum,  according  to  age. 
If  these  schools  were  initiated  in  tJtie  large 
centres  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  cost  of  the 
preparatory  classes  could  be  very  much  re- 
duced. I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  substitute 
Mr.  Goldie's  name  for  that  of  Mr.  Fisher,  for 
the  Minister  of  Education  will  be  so  much 
occupied  with  other  matters  as  not  to  be 
able  to  attend  the  meetings  of  this  Committee 
regularly. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
a  Committee  be  appointed,  with  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire — (1)  If  the 
present  loi'ge  expenditure  on  education  con  be 
reduced  without  unduly  impairing  the  efficiency 
of  the  present  system,  or  closing  the  country 
schools ;  (2)  in  what  direction,  if  any,  any 
reduction  should  take  place ;  and  (3)  generally 
into  the  working  of  the  system:  the  Com- 
mittee to  report  thereon  within  a  mouth,  and 
to  consist  of  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr. 
Beetham,  Mr.  Loughrey,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mac- 
kenzie, Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Walker, 
Dr.  Fitchett,  and  the  mover." — {Mr.  Wilson.) 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  only  natural  result  of 
the  investigations  of  this  Committee  would  be 
to  odd  to  the  stock  of  information  available  on 
this  most  interesting  question.  As  stated  in. 
the  Financial  Statement  yesterday,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  education  experts  that  the  system 
itself  is  too  costly,  and  they  differ  only  as 
to  the  means  by  which  reductions  may  be 
effected.  I  think  that  the  inquiries  which 
will  be  made  by  the  Committee  will  go  far  to 
show  in  what  directions  reductions  should  be 
made,  and  on  that  ground,  if  on  no  other,  I 
think  the  Committee  ought  to  be  appointed.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee;  but  I  desire 
that  my  name  should  remain  on  the  Com- 
mittee, in  order  that  X  myself  may  benefit  by 
the  information  which  would  there  be  elicited. 
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Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Had  this  Committee 
been  asked  for  before  the  Financial  Statement 
was  made  yesterday,  or  had  the  part  of  the 
Financial  Statement  relating  to  edacation  not 
been  made  at  all,  I  could  quite  see  the  neces- 
sity for  this  Committee,  and  should  have  much 
pleasure  in  voting  for  it;  but,  as  the  Govern- 
ment has  made  up  its  mind  what  it  is  going  to 
do  in  the  matter  of  education,  and  in  what 
direction  retrenchment  is  to  be  made,  and  as 
the  Government  has,  we  presume,  collected 
sufficient  information  to  guide  it  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion  to  which  it  has  come,  it  looks 
very  much  as  though  the  Government,  having 
resolved  to  *'hang"  the  system  as  at  present 
constituted,  proposes  now  to  '*  try"  it.  Therefore 
I  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  this  Committee, 
unless  the  Minister  of  Education  can  assure  us 
that  he  has  not  made  up  his  mind  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  system  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  informed  us  it  would  be 
reduced. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — With  the  honourable  the 
mover's  consent,  I  would  like  to  add  the  follow- 
ing pskragraph  after  the  word  **  place,"  in  the 
second  paragraph :  *'  Whether  State  aid  can  be 
given  to  denominational  schools  in  the  large 
centres  of  population  without  injury  to  the  State 
system  of  education.  Is  it  advisable  that  Bible- 
reading  should  be  introduced  in  State  schools?" 
I  think  while  this  question  of  education  is  to  be 
reviewed  by  this  Committee  it  would  be  desir- 
able, in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  that  the 
questions  which  I  raise  in  the  amendment 
should  be  dealt  with.  Though  a  firm  believer 
in  the  secular  system,  yet  I  feel  somewhat 
strongly  on  this  matter,  from  the  fact  that  no 
election  takes  place  in  the  colony,  and  no  public 
meeting  is  held,  but  representations  are  made 
that  savings  could  bo  effected  without  injury 
to  the  system.  Persons  who  believe  they  la- 
bour under  injustice,  whether  real  or  fancied, 
consider  the  wrong  intensified  if  inquiry  is 
denied  them.  Then,  there  are  many  petitions 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  Bible-reading  in  schools,  and  I  think  that 
question  might  also  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  believe  in  fair  play.  The  Committee 
has  been  fairly  well  selected,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  a  report  from  that  Committee  on  these 
important  points  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
House,  and  would  give  satisfaction  to  those 
who  hold  the  views  that  denominational  schools 
should  be  established,  and  that  the  Bible  should 
be  read  in  schools. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  mjrsolf  feel  considerable 
doubts  as  to  the  advisability  of  this  Committee 
being  appointed :  first,  because  I  fail  to  see 
that  time  and  opportunity  will  permit  them  to 
grapple  with  such  a  large  subject  during  the 
present  session  with  any  sufficient  complete- 
ness and  research  ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  I 
think  the  position  which  the  Government  took 
up  last  night  on  the  question  would  place  the 
Committee  and  the  Government  in  a  false  posi- 
tion as  regards  any  report  that  might  be  made. 
I  would  therefore  strongly  recommend  the 
honourable  the  mover  to  withdraw  this  mo- 
tion—at all  events  for  this  session ;   and,  if  he 


is  not  willing  to  withdraw  it,  I  should  be  most 
happy  to  have  my  name  taken  off,  and  give  place 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  West, 
or  any  other  honourable  gentleman.  I  shoold 
feel  myself  in  a  wrong  position  on  this  Com- 
mittee, after  the  attitude  taken  on  this  question 
in  the  most  definite  manner  by  the  Government. 
Captain  RUSSELL. —  I  am  extremely 
pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  of  my  honourable 
friend.  He  says  the  session  is  to  end  veiy 
shortly.  That,  coming  from  so  distinguished  a 
member  of  the  Opposition  as  himself,  at  least 
leads  one  to  suppose  that  there  will  be  no  fac- 
tious opposition  on  the  part  of  the  party  the 
honourable  gentleman  works  with,  and  that 
the  Government  will  get  that  support  which  a 
Government  ought  to  get  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. I  do  not  agree  with  that  portion 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  in  which 
he  says  that  the  action  of  the  Government  last 
night,  should  debar  us  from  inquiring  into  the 
education  system  and  its  cost.  Although  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  said  that  we 
hanged  the  unfortunate  last  night  and  now  are 
asked  to  try  him  to-morrow,  I  will  say  that  it 
would  appear  from  the  Financial  Statement  last 
night  that  we  have  a  Bench  of  real  hanging 
judges,  and  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  the  jury,  to 
take  care  that  they  do  not  hang  the  wrong  per- 
sons; and  that,  therefore,  though  the  Govern- 
ment may  have  acquired  all  the  information 
they  think  necessary,  and  may  have  convinced 
themselves  that  it  is  their  duty  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  education,  and  not  allow  children  under 
six  years  of  age  to  go  to  school,  yet  we,  being 
the  jury,  have  a  right  to  obtain  for  ourselves 
all  available  information  on  the  subject,  which 
information  may  of  course  lead  us  to  the  belief 
that  the  Government  are  wrong  altogether. 
Still,  I  admit  fully  that  I  agree  with  the  Go- 
vernment, from  my  present  information,  in 
what  they  have  done.  I  think  that  children 
under  six  years  of  age  are  far  better  playing  out- 
side acquiring  bone  and  muscle  than  going  to 
school.  It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  import- 
ance that  we  should  look  into  this  and  get 
information  on  the  point.  As  the  father  of  a 
largo  family,  I  myself  desire  to  obtain  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  it  is  better  or  not  to  send 
children  to  school  before  they  are  seven  years 
of  age ;  and  I  may  say  that  I  have  meule  cer- 
tain inquiries  on  this  subject.  One  instance 
I  may  give  of  the  results  of  my  inquiry.  Two 
or  three  years  ago,  when  discussing  the  matter 
with  a  gentleman  who  is  highly  qualified  to 
give  an  opinion,  being  an  Inspector  of  Schools,  I 
asked  him,  **  Suppose  there  to  be  two  children  of 
equal  ability,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  and  I  send 
one  child  to  school  at  five  years  of  age  and  the 
other  is  allowed  to  run  about  outside  until 
seven  years  of  age  and  then  sent  to  school, 
which  of  these  two  would  be  the  furthest  ad- 
vanced when  they  came  to  the  age  of  ten?" 
and  he  said  unhesitatingly,  without  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt,  that  **  the  child  which  went  to 
school  only  when  it  reached  the  age  of  seven 
would  be  furthest  ahead."  Here  is  a  distinct 
expression  of  opinion  by  a  gentleman  who  is 
thoroughly  qualified  to  give  an  opinion,  and,  if 
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that  opinion  really  represented  the  facts,  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  gather  in- 
formation Buoh  as  that,  which  must  strengthen 
the  hands  of  those  who  think  that  children 
should  not  go  to  school  too  early,  but  should  be 
allowed  to  run  about  till  they  are  seven,  grow- 
ing up  in  that  strength  which  would  the  better 
enable  them  to  tackle  the  work  of  school  when 
they  arrive  at  an  age  at  which  they  should  be 
sent  to  school. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.—The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  has  introduced  a  new  ele- 
ment into  the  discussion,  by  relating  to  us  the 
result  of  his  inquiries;  and  I  should  like  to 
say  this :  that,  though  I  have  no  wish  to  pene- 
trate into  the  domestic  secrets  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  still  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether,  as  the  father  of  a  large  family,  he 
does  not  think  it  possible  that  the  surround- 
ings of  children  during  their  earlier  years  have 
something  to  do  with  this  matter.  If  he  thinks 
it  advisable  that  children  should  not  be  sent  to 
school  before  they  are  seven  years  of  age,  does 
he  also  think  it  advisable  that  they  should 
receive  no  teaching  in  the  nursery  before  they 
are  seven? — because  I  know  many  well-to-do 
parents  who,  while  they  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  send  their  children  to  school  before  they 
are  seven  yecurs  old,  take  every  care  that  their 
children  shall  receive  some  kind  of  instruction 
before  that  period.  That  may  be  easily  accom- 
plished by  wealthy  people,  but  we  know  that 
with  the  poor  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  give 
their  children  any  instruction  before  they  send 
them  to  school,  and  that,  therefore,  if  the 
children  are  not  sent  to  school  before  they  are 
seven,  they  will  simply  be  running  in  the  streets, 
playing  in  the  gutters,  and  learning  nothing  but 
mischief.  The  honourable  gentleman  led  us  to 
believe  that  he  wished  to  see  the  Conmiittee 
appointed  to  get  information,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  have  the  means  of  checking  the 
decision  of  the  Government  to  raise  the  school- 
age  ;  but  he  also  informed  us  that  he  agreed 
with  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  he  would  be  in  such  a  hurry  to  get 
the  Committee  if  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
of  service  to  the  Government.  I  must  say  that 
I  should  be  sorry  to  sec  the  -Committee  ap- 
pointed, because  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
result  will  be  to  get 'from  this  Committee  a 
party  expression  of  opinion  that  will  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Government ;  and,  seeing  that 
the  Government  has  already  made  up  its  mind 
on  this  question,  and  has  to  be  supported  by  a 
party  vote  in  this  House  on  the  question,  I 
think  that  the  proposal  that  we  should  have 
this  Committee,  which  is  talked  of  as  an  inde- 
pendent Committee,  is  not  one  that  it  is  desir- 
able for  this  House  to  carry. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay,  in  telling  us  his  story,  did  not 
tell  us  whether  the  two  children  of  which  he 
spoke  were  to  be  subjected  to  the  same  home 
influences.  If,  as  has  been  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans,  the  child 
which  is  not  sent  to  school  till  seven  is  until 
that  time  to  be  running  about  the  streets,  I 
do  not  think  that  he  would  be  likely  to  over- 


take the  child  who  had  been  sent  to  school 
earlier  and  had  been  subject  to  more  advan- 
tageous influences.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  illustration  was  quite 
complete.  I  agree  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans  that,  the  Government  having 
distinctly  stated  what  they  are  going  to  do» 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  appoint  this  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  readmg  the  Bible  in 
schools,  I  think  the  Bill  now  before  the  House- 
will  deal  with  that  subject.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  motion. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — I  think  that  the  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  this  Committee  should 
be  looked  upon,  as  the  honourable  the  mover 
has  suggested,  as  a  means  of  adding  to  the 
education  of  honourable  members  who  have 
not  paid  much  attention  to  this  subject.  Some* 
honourable  members,  I  think,  have  not  given 
the  matter  much  attention,  and,  if,  in  addition 
to  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  remarks  which 
have  been  made,  honourable  members  would 
look  into  the  question  of  the  standards  as 
they  are  taught  in  the  schools,  I  think  the 
information  obtained  would  awaken  public 
opinion  in  this  House  on  a  very  important 
point.  I  say,  as  a  member  of  an  Education 
Board,  and  as  one  who  has  given  some  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  a  good  deal  of  that  which  is  taught  in 
the  State  schools  is  of  very  little  use  to  the 
children  who  are  being  taught.  Take,  for 
instance,  such  rubbish  as  the  subject  of  gram- 
mar. Would  any  sane  man  say  that  grammar 
is  of  any  value?  And,  as  regards  the  absurd 
subject  of  spelling,  why,  six  months  of  each 
child's  school  life  are  wasted  teaching  a  child 
how  to  spell,  instead  of  the  whole  system 
of  spelling  being  reformed.  There  is  a  means 
of  saving  £2  10s.  per  head.  As  regards  his- 
tory, there  is  a  good  deal  of  time  wasted  in 
connection  with  that  subject,  for,  as  taught^ 
it  is  of  very  little  practical  use.  I  am  not 
saying  this  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  I 
have  held  the  opinion  for  some  time  that  if  the 
teaching  in  these  subjects  of  grammar,  spell- 
ing, and  history  were  altered  it  would  be  very 
much  better  for  the  children,  especially  if  the 
time  saved  upon  those  subjects  were  devoted  to 
teaching  them  in  other  subjects  of  more  prac- 
tical value.  For  instance,  the  time  so  saved 
might  be  devoted  to  giving  them  in  some  mea- 
sure technical  education,  such  as  in  drawing, 
mechanics,  and  book-keeping,  thus  enabling  a 
large  number  of  the  children  of  the  schools 
to  take  up  with  intelligence  those  industries 
which,  according  to  the  Financial  Statement, 
must  be  promoted  and  fostered  in  this  colony 
in  time  to  come.  A  change  in  this  direction 
would  be  of  value  to  the  State  and  to  the 
children ;  and  it  is  because  I  hope  that  many 
of  the  standards  will  be  looked  into  that  I  shall 
support  this  motion. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  withdraw  his  motion,  because 
there  can  be  no  result  from  this  Committee  but 
such  a.s  might  be  obtained  by  every  honourable 
member  who  chooses  to  read  the  reports  brought 
down  to  the  House  year  after  year  by  the  de- 
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portment.  So  far  as  information  on  this  sub- 
ject is  concerned,  we  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion already,  and  there  would  be  no  need  for 
the  inquiry  if  honourable  members  would  only 
take  the  trouble  to  read  through  the  papers. 
The  fact  is  that  these  Committees,  in  nine  oases 
out  of  ten,  are  merely  excuses  for  laziness. 
Their  simple  concern  is  the  tabulating  and 
analysing  of  the  various  reports,  which  each 
member  of  the  House  could  tubulate  and  ana- 
lyse himself  if  he  would  only  take  the  trouble 
to  read  through  the  papers.  Therefore  I  can 
see  no  practical  advantage  to  arise  from  ap- 
pointing this  Conmaittec.  With  regard  to 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  I  shall  only  say  this : 
that  if  the  Committee  is  appointed  I  shall  do 
my  best  to  support  the  inclusion  in  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  Committee  of  the  proposals  in  his 
4unendment;  because  I  have  long  held  the 
opinion  that  it  is  a  monstrous  injustice  that 
people,  when  they  teach  their  children  up  to  the 
standard  which  is  required  by  the  Government 
-system,  should  not  receive  some  help  from  the 
State  for  the  work  they  do.  .  It  does  not  matter 
to  us  what  they  teach  in  addition,  so  long  as 
they  teach  that  which  our  system  says  shall  be 
taught.  When  they  teach*^  that,  they  have  a 
-claim  to  consideration  at  the  hands  of  this 
House.  Therefore  I  shall  very  gladly  support 
the  first  suggestion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. With  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the 
amendment,  if  that  is  carried  I  shall  take  an 
-opportunity  of  asking  that  other  names  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  list,  because  if  you  aore  going 
to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  Bible-reading  in 
schools  it  is  only  right  that  gentlemen  should 
be  put  on  the  Committee  who  have  taken  an 
interest  in  that  subject.  If  we  are  to  judge 
by  the  names  on  the  Committee  at  present  I 
fear  there  is  small  hope  of  the  report  being 
favourable  to  the  section  of  the  House  which 
•desires  reform  in  that  direction.  Therefore  if 
the  amendment  for  including  that  subject  is 
•carried  I  shall  propose  that  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri  and  other  honourable 
members  who  take  an  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  placed  on  the  Committee.  How- 
ever, X  think  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of 
time  to  appoint  the  Committee,  because  the 
Government  hrre  told  us  what  they  mean  to 
do,  and  there  i.t  no  reason  why  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  interfere  vrith  the 
matter.  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  made  a  mistake  in  their  proposals. 
I  think  that  they  have  begun  at  the  wrong  end 
in  increasing  the  age  at  which  school-attend- 
ance shall  commence.  If  it  be  true,  as  alleged, 
that  the  children  under  seven  do  not  gain  much 
knowledge  at  the  schools,  they  at  any  rate 
learn  discipline,  which  enables  them  to  learn 
more  quickly  when  they  come  to  commence  the 
work  of  education.  If  the  instruction  were  cut 
off  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  colony  would  save 
•quite  enough.  It  would  save  an  equal  amount 
•of  money — perhaps  more — in  a  direction  which 
would  prove  more  advantageous  to  the  poorer 
-classes.  We  know  that  the  poorer  people  can- 
jQOt  afford  to  let  their  children  remain  at  the 
Mr.  TumbuU 


schools  after  they  have  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  the  age  allowed  by  the  Factories  Act,  foe 
at  that  time  they  are  sent  into  factories  or  are 
put  to  other  employments,  and  therefore  they 
cannot  take  advantage  of  the  education  offered 
by  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  the  poorer 
people  can  send  their  children  to  school  at  the 
earlier  age,  and  therefore  it  strikes  me  that  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  Financial  Statement 
is  imfair  in  that  respect,  because  it  affects  the 
poorer  classes.  However,  this  is  a  private 
members'  afternoon,  and  there  are  other  mat- 
ters of  importance  to  come  before  the  House, 
and  we  must  not  waste  too  much  time  with 
this.  I  can  only  say  that  I  shall  support  the 
amendment,  if  the  original  motion  is  to  be 
carried;  but  I  do  not  approve  of  the  original 
motion. 

Mr.  FAEATA.— I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  to  the  House  on  the  subject.  One 
reason  that  compels  me  to  speak  is,  that  this 
question  was  brought  prominently  before  the 
candidates  during  their  election  canvass,  and 
many  stated  that  a  very  large  sum — too  large  a 
sum,  in  fact — was  being  spent  on  education,  and 
declared  that  the  matter  should  be  thought  out 
carefully  to  see  if  it  were  not  possible  to  effect 
some  saving.  I  heartily  support  the  suggestion 
to  refer  these  matters  to  a  Select  Committee, 
so  that  the  House  may  have  a  full  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  report  when  the  Committee 
brings  it  down.  I  think  it  is  a  very  important 
subject,  and  that  honourable  members  will  give 
it  their  fullest  consideration.  I  maintain  that 
honourable  members  will  only  be  fulfilling  their 
election  pledges  by  supporting  tlie  appointment 
of  the  Committee,  because  there  is  no  doubc 
that  this  question  was  brought  before  them  at 
the  elections,  and  it  was  thought  by  the  eleotors 
that  too  much  money  was  being  spent  on  edu- 
cation, and  that  the  matter  should  be  inquired 
into.  It  may  be  charged  against  them  here- 
after tliat  they  have  not  fulfilled  their  election 
pledges.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara,  I  am  quite  at  one  with  him,  and 
support  that  amendment,  especially  that  part 
referring  to  Bible-reading  in  schools.  It  is  just 
as  well  that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  its  consideration.  The  ques- 
tion of  Bible-reading  in  schools  was  brought 
prominently  before  the  people  in  the  late  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— In  the  year  1867  there 
was  a  law  passed  by  Parliament  for  the  eduos^ 
tion  of  the  Maoris ;  and  what  has  been  the 
result  ?  There  is  not  one  single  Maori  school 
inspected  in  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time, 
I  believe,  and  therefore  the  money  spent  on 
Maori  schools  has  only  been  wasted.  I  hope 
this  House  will  pass  a  law  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  Maori  children.  This  was  part  of 
my  mission  to  England ;  but  they  aaid  they 
could  do  nothing,  and  that  I  must  go  back 
to  the  New  Zealand  Government.  I  came  back 
here  in  1876,  pleading  for  this  object.  I  went 
up  to  the  Government  of  the  day,  but  no  law 
was  passed,  and  I  framed  a  Bill  for  the  amend- 
ment of  '*  The  Maori  Schools  Act,  1867."    This 
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tbe  late  Mr.  Sheehan  pnt  on  one  side.  He  said, 
•«The  Maoris  must  not  be  educated,  because 
they  are  too  much  educated  now."  Therefore 
I  think  it  is  very  hard  that  our  poor  Maori 
children  should  be  going  about  learning  no- 
thing, and  their  lands  going  into  the  hands  of 
landsharks. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
see  the  educational  interests  of  the  colony 
sacrificed  to  party  interests,  and  from  the  tone 
of  the  debate  I  fear  there  is  risk  of  this.  I 
think  it  important  that  a  Committee  should 
be  appointed  without  reference  to  party  at  all. 
The  intention  of  the  Government,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  reduce  the  education  vote  by 
about  £60,000,  and  I  think  it  is  pretty  mani- 
fest to  all  of  us  that  the  education  vote  does 
admit  of  reduction.  The  question  is,  How  best 
can  that  reduction  be  effected  without  im- 
pairing the  efficiency  of  the  educational  sys- 
tem? The  Government  have  indicated  their 
view  of  the  matter  by  suggesting  that  the 
school-age  should  be  raised  to  six  years.  Prom 
what  I  can  understand,  I  believe  they  are  not 
necessarily  committed  to  that  course,  and  if 
they  can  see  their  way  to  manage  without  re- 
sorting to  it  I  earnestly  hope  they  will  do  so. 
I  trust  the  Committee  will  be  appointed,  and 
that  it  will  be  actuated  by  a  desire  to  find  out 
some  means  of  saving  money  without  touching 
the  school-age,  for  I  am  profoundly  convinced 
that  the  school-age  cannot  be  raised  without 
serious  injury  to  the  svstem. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  motion  proposed 
by  the  honourable  the  mover  is  one  which  will 
give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  controversy,  and  the 
subject  is  one  regarding  which  each  individual 
member  of  this  House  has  his  own  indi- 
vidual opinion.  Each  member,  moreover,  is 
more  or  less  familiar  with  the  question  under 
consideration.  On  the  score  of  economy  I 
have  no  desire  to  oppose  the  motion,  although 
I  have  a  doubt  in  my  own  mind  as  to  any 
beneficial  results  following  from  its  adoption. 
I  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  who  has  introduced  a 
subject  of  a  debatable  character,  regarding 
which  some  members  of  this  House  hold  very 
strong  opinions — ^namely,  denominational  edu- 
cation and  the  question  of  Bible -reaxling  in 
schools.  Unless  the  composition  of  this  Com- 
mittee is  greatly  altered  we  know  very  well 
what  its  report  will  be  on  these  two  questions, 
and  therefore  I  ask  those  honourable  members 
who  are  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools  to 
vote  against  the  amendment,  because  it  is  an 
ingenious  move  on  the  part  of  the  honourable 
die  mover  to  try  and  kill  the  movement  in 
favour  of  Bible -reading,  by  getting  a  report 
from  a  Committee  which  will  prejudge  the 
whole  question.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Committee  approaching  the  g^uestion  from  an 
economic  point  of  view,  and  if  they  can  indi- 
cate where  anything  can  be  saved  we  shall  all 
appreciate  their  labours ;  but  I  shall  certainly 
oppose  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kumara,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  That  the 
amendment  be  agreed  to." 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  should  now  like  to  move  a 
further  addition  to  the  motion,  to  this  effect : 
"  to  inquire  into  Native  schools,  their  manage- 
ment and  cost."  After  hearing  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District,  that  the  money  expended  on 
Native  schools  is  simply  thrown  away,  and 
having  made  inquiries  myself  and  looked 
into  the  papers,  I  think  some  such  inquiry 
should  be  mode.  I  find  that  Maori  children 
cost  the  colony  alL^tho  rate  of  ten  guineas  a 
head;  and,  as  th honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  who  must  bo  a  better 
judge  than  I  can  bo,  says  this  is  money  thrown 
away,  I  think  it  is  quite  as  necessary  that  in- 
quiry should  be  made  into  this  matter  as  into 
the  management  of  schools  for  white  children. 
I  therefore  move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PARATA. — I  must  make  some  remarks 
on  this  proposed  amendment.  I  wish  to  take 
exception  to  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District, 
that  the  money  expended  on  Native  schools  is 
practically  thrown  into  tlie  sea.  My  experience 
teaches  me  that  it  is  quite  the  contrary.  It 
may  be  that  such  is  the  case  in  the  North 
Island,  but  it  certainly  is  not  so  in  the  South 
Island.  I  speak  with  some  authority,  and  I 
say  truly  that  all  the  Native  schools  in  the 
South  Island  are  doing  good  work,  and  that  the 
Natives  are  receiving  great  benefit  therefrom. 
As  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of  what  I  say,  if 
honourable  members  will  look  at  the  reports  of 
the  School  Inspector  on  the  Native  schools  in 
the  South  Island  they  will  see  that  the  children 
are  receiving  great  benefit  from  the  schools 
there.  I  need  only  mention  one  school — that 
at  Waikouoiti ;  but  there  are  also  that  at  the 
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Maori  Kaika  and  others.  It  was  in  1874  that 
I  came  to  Wellington  to  ask  the  Government  to 
establish  a  school  at  Waikouaiti.  It  is  true 
that  at  that  time  some  of  the  Native  people 
objected  to  a  school  there;  but  I  looked  into 
the  future,  and  was  able  to  persuade  them  that 
great  good  would  result  to  the  Native  children 
from  the  establishment  of  a  school.  Eventually 
a  school  was  established  at  that  place,  and  the 
results  have  been  most  satisfactory.  A  number 
of  children  have  been  so  well  educated  there 
that  they  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  work  in 
various  offices,  and  so  earn  a  livelihood  for 
themselves.  Some  of  the  children  in  that 
school  have  passed  the  Sixth  Standard.  I  can 
therefore  state  positively  that  very  great  bene- 
fit has  resulted  to  the  Native  children  attend- 
ing the  Native  schools  at  Waikouaiti,  Kaiapoi, 
and  other  places  in  the  South  Island.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  say  that  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
stated  is  not  correct,  but  I  can  speak  regarding 
the  facts  in  the  South  Island.  I  will  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Avon,  because  it  is  just  as  well  that  the  work 
of  the  Native  schools,  and  the  expenditure  con- 
nected therewith,  should  be  inquired  into ;  but 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  object  to  the  statement 
that  the  money  spent  on  Native  schools  is  being 
wasted.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  money  is 
being  put  to  good  use  in  the  South  Island,  and 
that  it  is  bearing  good  fruit. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— Sir,  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  to  prove  what  I  say,  though 
not  supported  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Southern  Maori  District,  I  will  say  that  there 
is  a  man  here  now  and  that  I  am  preparing  a 
petition  for  him.  His  name  is  Horomona  Patu, 
and  he  comes  from  the  South  Island.  If  Na- 
tives had  good  education  in  the  South  Island 
this  old  man  would  not  have  to  come  to  me  to 
prepare  a  petition  for  him.  Therefore  I  think 
that  what  I  stated  in  the  House,  that  there  is 
no  good  education  for  the  Maoris,  is  proved. 
It  may  be  that  the  education  is  good  for  the 
half-castes  down  in  the  honourable  member's 
own  district,  or  for  other  half-castes  so  edu- 
cated :  I  cannot  pass  remarks  upon  that ;  but 
for  the  poor  ^Maoris  there  is  no  education.  This 
poor  man  told  me  that  all  his  earnings  had 
gone,  and  that,  though  he  was  one  of  the  great 
holders  of  land  in  the  South  Island,  he  has  now 
scarcely  anything.  Therefore  I  shall  put  in 
his  petition  to-morrow,  to  show  that  there  is 
no  Native  educated  enough  even  to  draft  a 
petition  fit  to  bring  to  the  House. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISH. — Before  the  motion  is  put  I  de- 
sire to  express  the  opinion  that  the  appoint- 
men|i  of  this  Committee  will  not  bear  the 
slightest  fruit.  There  are  two  questions  of 
great  importance  remitted  to  the  Committee. 
The  one  is  denominational  education,  and  the 
other  question  has  just  been  added  to  the  order 
of  reference —there  is  now  the  question  of  the 
management  and  so  forth  of  the  Native  schools 
to  be  considered ;  and  it  must  be  apparent  to 
every  honourable  member  that,  if  the  Com- 
znittee  is  appointed,  it  cannot  possibly  con- 
Afr.  Parata 


Bidet  these  important  subjects  in  a  thorough 
and  proper  manner  this  session.  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  better  to  let  the  Government  carry  out 
their  policy  with  regard  to  the  educational 
system  already  announced  if  it  finds  favour 
with  the  House,  and  that  next  session  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  make  a  compre- 
hensive and  intelligent  inquiry  into  the  whole 
system.  Some  reference  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  debate  to  denominational 
education.  I  may  say  I  shall  be  found  an 
opponent  of  dcnominationalism.  I  am  op- 
posed to  a  thorough  system  of  denominational 
education ;  but  I  shall,  when  the  time  arrives, 
if  it  does  arrive  this  session,  be  found  giving 
my  vote  in  the  direction  of  granting  aid  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  this  colony.  I  hold  that 
aid  could  be  given  to  that  body  without  intro- 
ducing a  general  system  of  denominational  edu- 
cation. It  has  been  said  that  aid  is  claimed  by 
the  Church  of  England.  I  know  that  the  claim 
has  been  made  by  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  to  which  Church  I  myself  belong. 
The  clergy  of  that  Church  are  desirous  of  having 
a  system  of  denominational  education ;  but, 
whilst  that  may  be  so,  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  I  am  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  laity 
belonging  to  that  communion  when  I  say  that 
the  laity  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  present 
secular  system.  At  the  same  time,  I  conceive, 
as  the  result  of  considerable  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  that  we  are  doing  a  grave  and 
great  injustice  tc  a  large  number  of  good  colo- 
nists who  are  Koman  Catholics  by  preventing 
their  receiving  some  aid  from  the  State  for  the 
education  of  their  children.  They,  in  my  opin- 
ion, are  the  only  religious  body  in  the  colony 
who  are  justified  in  saying  that  they  cannot  send 
their  children  to  the  State  schools,  and,  as  I 
think  there  is  considerable  force  in  their  asser- 
tion, I  have  great  sympathy  with  them,  and 
admire  them  for  the  many  money  sacrifices 
they  make  in  order  to  conserve  their  religion 
in  the  way  they  think  it  should  be  conserved, 
by  abstaining  from  sending  their  children  to  the 
State  schools.  When  the  time  comes  I  shall, 
as  I  have  indicated,  vote  for  aid  being  given  to 
that  body,  but  against  any  general  denomina- 
tional system,  because  I  believe  that  to  do 
otherwise  would  utterly  upset  the  educational 
system  we  have  now  in  existence.  Regarding 
the  body  I  have  referred  to,  I  think  we  ought  to 
look  at  it  in  this  way :  I  believe  there  are  eight 
or  nine  thousand  Roman  Catholic  children  at 
present  in  the  colony — I  do  not  know  that  I 
am  not  understating  the  number — and  if  those 
children  were  sent  to  the  present  State  schools 
we  should  undoubtedly  have  to  increase  the 
size  of  our  educational  establishments;  and 
that  would  cause  considerable  expense.  If, 
therefore,  they  are  willing  to  teach  their  own 
children  in  their  own  schools,  and  submit  to  the 
supervision  that  the  State  schools  receive,  I  ask 
whether  we  should  not,  in  fairness  and  in  jus- 
tice to  them,  give  them,  if  not  the  same  capita- 
tion allowance  that  we  give  to  our  own  schools, 
at  any  rate  a  capitation  allowance  that  would 
aid  them  in  their  preiiseworthy  endeavours  to 
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bzing  their  children  up  i^ell  educated,  and  in 
the  belief  and  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  religion  they  profess. 

Mr.  WILSON.— No  doubt  the  time  is  short, 
but  I  would  point  out  to  honourable  members 
that  the  Committee  might  resume  the  Bubject 
next  session,  and  go  on  with  it  then.  The  ob- 
jection of  the  honourable  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  might  be  got  over  in  that  way. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*  That 
the  motion,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to." 
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O'Callaghan 

Fulton 

Tanner 

Russell 

Levestam 

Whyte. 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

STOCK  BRANCH  OFFICIALS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  of  all  officials  in  the  Stock  Branch  of 
the  public  service  whose  services  have  been 
dispensed  with  or  who  are  under  notice  of  dis- 
missal, and  also  of  all  appointments  made  in 
the  same  department  since  the  Slst  March 
last. 

WANGANUI  ROADS,  AND  SNAGGING 
RIVER. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  of  all 
sums  of  money  expended  in  making  roads 
between  Wauganui  and  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  also  for  snagging  the  Wanganui  River, 
and  building  steamers,  boats,  punts,  &c. ;  and 
from  what  fund  the  money  has  been  obtained. 

NELSON  HARBOUR. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LEVESTAM,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
that  has  passed  between  the  Qovenunent  and 


the  Harbourmaster  of  Nelson  relating  to  the 
necessity  of  dredging  the  Nelson  Harbour  be 
laid  before  this  House. 

LAND  ADMINISTRATION  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  IZARD,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing — (1)  The  number  of  the  cases  in  which 
land,  exclusive  of  land  acquired  directly  by  the 
Crown,  has  been  dealt  with  under  **  The  Land. 
Administration  Act,  1886,"  and  the  acreage 
dealt  with  on  each  occasion;  (2)  whether  the 
land  BO  dealt  with  has  been  sold  or  leased; 
(3)  the  acreage  of  land  acquired  directly  by  the 
Crown  under  the  same  Act,  and  where  such 
land  is  situate. 

CLUBS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOYCE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of  the 
number  of  clubs  in  the  colony  wherein  intoxi- 
cating liquors  are  sold  to  the  members  of  the 
clubs ;  such  return  also  showing  if  all,  or  how 
many,  of  such  clubs  pay  the  annual  fee  men- 
tioned in  *♦  The  Licensing  Act,  1881.*' 

BULLER  COAL-RESERVE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'CONOR,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  bo  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  of  leases  issued  for  coal -mining 
purposes  upon  the  Buller  Coal-reserve ;  such 
return  to  show  the  date  of  issue,  names  of 
lessees,  conditions  of  lease,  wliether  such  con- 
ditions have  been  complied  with  or  not,  and 
whether  any  of  the  leases  have  been  amal- 
gaonated  or  forfeited. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  APPOINTMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  of  all 
appointments  to  the  Civil  Service  made  since 
the  17th  August,  1886,  to  the  present  date, 
giving  the  names,  and  showing  separately  those 
who  have  and  those  who  have  not  complied 
with  sections  4  and  9  of  the  Civil  Service  Re- 
form Act. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  showing 
the  total  cost  to  the  colony  for  cablegrams  in 
connection  with  the  West  Coast  Midland  Rail- 
way. 

PAYMENTS  TO  MEMBERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOBBS,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  a  return  be  laid  on  the  table  show- 
ing the  amounts  paid  by  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  department  connected  with  the  public 
service,  to  each  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  and  otherwise,  during  the  finan- 
cial years  ending  the  Slst  March,  1885,  1886, 
and  1887,  and  from  31st  March  to  80th  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  over  and  above  the  honorarium  ; 
together  with  the  names  of  members,  and  the 
amounts  paid  in  each  case,  wherever  the 
amount  paid  has  exceeded  the  amount  of  hono- 
rarium. 
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NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 

Mr.  MONK  moved,  That  a  rotam  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  giving  the  names  and  areas  of 
the  various  blocks  of  land  purchased  by  the 
Grown  from  the  Native  owners,  distinguishing 
between  those  to  which  the  Government  title 
is  complete  and  those  pieces  to  which  the 
consent  of  all  the  grantees  ha.s  not  yet  been 
received,  the  number  of  names  yet  required  to 
complete  the  title  to  each  of  such  blocks  being 
shown  separately ;  the  cost  of  each  block,  and 
the  balance,  if  any,  yet  to  be  paid  upon  it,  to 
be  shown  separately  and  in  detail ;  the  amounts 
paid  in  commissions,  salaries,  fees,  or  other- 
wise, and  the  names  of  the  agents.  Govern- 
ment officials,  or  other  persons  to  whom  such 
sums  have  been  paid :  the  return  to  show  the 
total  cost  and  expense  to  the  colony  of  the 
Government  Native  land  purchases  since  the 
81st  March,  1884,  to  the  present  date. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  suggested  that  tlie  return 
should  be  for  the  whole  period  from  the  be- 
ginning of  buying  Native  lands.  He  believed 
the  Grown  had  purchased  out  of  loan  Native 
land  worth  £1,715,000,  and  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  have  the  complete  figures. 

Mr.  MONK  said  by  the  amendment  pro- 
posed the  return  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  ho  wanted  it ;  but  of  course  it  was 
open  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  move  for 
a  return  coming  up  to  the  period  when  his  (Mr. 
Monk's)  return  began. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (for  Mr.  Hutchison)  moved 
for  a  return  showing  (1)  the  titles  under  which 
the  properties  known  as  "the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences" are  held,  and,  in  the  case  of  lease- 
holds, the  unexpired  term  in  each  case ;  (2) 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  each  property ; 
and  (3)  an  estimate  of  the  present  value  of  the 
furnishings  of  each  Ministerial  residence. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  third  paragraph  be  struck  out ; 
because  such  a  valuation  would  be  very  ex- 
pensive— probably  it  would  cost  £100 — and 
would  sen'e  no  particular  purpose,  as  far  as  he 
could  see. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  could  not,  on  behalf  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  consent  to 
the  amendment,  the  object  being  to  ascertain 
the  total  amount  of  Government  property  in 
the  possession  of  Ministers.  No  doubt  there 
was  some  Government  official  who  could  value 
the  furniture,  at  scarcely  any  cost  at  all. 

Alajor  ATKINSON  suggested  the  withdrawal 
of  the  motion,  and  he  would  undertake  to  have 
a  return  prepared  that  would  answer  all  pur- 
poses. 

Motion  and  amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

NATIVE  LANDS. 
Mr.  TAIWHANGA,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  he  moved  it  because 
many  Natives  were  complaining  about  their 
lands,  and  many  petitions  were  being  sent  to 
him  to  present  on  the  subject.  He  therefore 
wished  to  know  what  members  of  Parliament 


were  interested  directly  in  Natiye  lands,  and 
he  hoped  the  Govenunent  would  not  object  to 

the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposod,  *'  (1) 
That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a  retuzn 
showing  the  names  of  all  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  who  have  any  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  acquisition  of  Maori  lands,  whether  by 
purchase  or  lease;  also  (2)  a  return  showing 
the  numbers  and  names  of  loan  companies  and 
banks  who  have  advanced  money  on  the  security 
of  Native  lease  or  Native  lands  of  any  descrip- 
tion, whether  in  the  ^'Torth  or  South  Island; 
also  the  names  of  share liolders  in  such  institu- 
tions."— (Afr.  Taiwhanga.) 

Major  ATKINSON  would  suggest  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  withdraw  the 
motion  and  reconsider  it.  It  would  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  Government  to  obtain 
such  a  return.  There  were  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing from  honourable  gentlemen  information  as 
to  their  business  transactions.  No  doubt  all 
the  registers  could  be  searched  to  find  out  what 
names  were  given  as  purchasers  or  lessees ;  but 
that  would  bo  a  very  expensive  operation,  which 
he  did  not  think  the  House  would  feel  justified 
in  authorising.  To  get  the  names  of  the  share- 
holders referred  to  the  compilers  of  the  return 
would  have  to  refer  to  England,  Scotland,  and 
probably  Ireland.  He  submitted  that  the  whole 
thing  needed  further  consideration,  for  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  get  the  information  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  in  any  shape 
that  would  be  of  the  slightest  use  to  him.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  the  honourahle 
gentleman  had  a  similar  motion  on  the  Older 
Paper  with  reference  to  members  of  that  House, 
and  he  suggested  that  he  should  either  with- 
draw this  motion  or  postpone  it  till  after  his 
other  motion  had  come  on. 

IMr.  TAIPUA  did  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  going  the  right  way  to  work  to 
get  the  information  he  desired, — he  had  not 
applied  in  the  right  quarter.  If  he  moved  for 
a  return  of  the  amount  of  Government  money 
spent  on  the  acquisition  of  Native  land,  no  doubt 
the  Government  would  be  in  a  position  to 
furnish  it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
in  possession  of  the  names  of  these  companies 
he  was  in  a  position  to  supply  the  return  him- 
self. The  honourable  gentleman  appeared  to 
him  to  be  seeking  for  hidden  thing^.  He  (Mr. 
Taipua)  believed  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
Spiritualists  to  put  their  hands  on  a  table  and 
ask  questions,  for  hidden  things  to  be  revealed 
to  them,  and  if  his  honourable  friend  applied  to 
them  perhaps  he  might  obtain  the  information. 
Without  that,  there  would  be  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  information  he  asked  for.  He 
would  like  to  see  this  information  given.  Per- 
haps the  honourable  gentleman  could  give  it. 
He  (Mr.  Taipua)  would  be  very  glad  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  enlighten  the 
House. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  did  not  thmk  the  Inter- 
preter had  explained  the  matter  in  the  ri^t 
way.    His  reason  for  putting  this  motion  was, 
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ih&t  there  were  large  numbers  of  Natives  ^who 
suffered  in  connection  with  their  land  and 
these  companies  and  banks.  That  was  his 
season  for  bringing  forward  this  question.  The 
late  Native  Minister  opposed  the  Bill.  The 
Native  Administration  Act  had  been  passed 
into  law,  and  must  remain  as  it  was  except  the 
12th  clause,  giving  the  Government  power  to 
purchase  Native  lands.  He  would  agree  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru, 
and  would  withdraw  the  motion,  with  the  in- 
tention of  bringing  it  iu  in  another  shape. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSTI- 
TUTIONS BILL. 
Mr.  MACARTHUR.— The  Bill  which  I  am 
about  to  move  the  second  reading  of  is  a  Bill  to 
constitute  three  separate  districts,  one  in  the 
North  Island  and  two  in  the  South  Island,  for 
purposes  of  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions. Three  separate  Bills  were  to  have  been 
brought  in  to  effect  similar  objects ;  but,  by 
agreement  amongst  honourable  members,  it 
was  resolved  to  include  the  Bills  in  one.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill,  of  course,  is  very  simple. 
It  is  the  question  of  giving  local  control  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  various  districts 
mentioned  in  the  Bill.  With  reference  to  the 
2nd  clause,  which  refers  to  the  District  of 
Manawatu,  that  is  the  one  I  have  most  local 
knowledge  of.  The  other  clauses  refer  to  Wai- 
mate  and  Ashburton,  and  these  clauses  will,  I 
dare  say,  be  explained  and  dealt  with  by  the 
honourable  members  representing  those  dis- 
tricts. In  the  meantime  I  will  just  give  the 
House  the  facts  connected  with  clause  2.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  this  clause  is  permissive : 
that  is  to  say,  unless  the  local  contributory 
bodies  within  the  districts  to  be  separated  agree 
by  resolution  to  the  separation,  the  Gk>vernor 
is  not  to  bring  the  separation  into  operation  by 
Proclamation.  The  reason  for  that  proviso  is, 
that  ^ere  has  not  been  time  to  hold  meetings 
of  two  local  bodies  within  that  district  in  order 
that  they  might  go  into  the  matter  and  see 
whether  it  would  be  to  their  advantage  or  not. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  when  they 
deal  with  the  matter  they  will  agree  with  the 
opinion  of  other  local  bodies,  that  the  proposal 
would  be  to  their  advantage.  The  proposed 
new  district,  of  which  the  centre  will  be  the 
Borough  of  Palmerston,  sutlers  under  disad- 
vantages in  regard  to  hospital  matters.  The 
nearest  hospital  is  at  Wanganui.  The  District 
of  Manawatu  is  a  bush  district,  and  many  hos- 
pital cases— accidents  to  bushmen  when  felling 
Dush  :  men  suffering  from  severe  injuries — have 
to  be  taken  a  considerable  distance,  from  fifty 
to  eighty  miles,  to  the  Wanganui  Hospital. 
In  two  cases  men  when  being  taken  to  Wanga- 
nui have  died  in  the  train,  and  in  another  case 
a  man  died  while  being  taken  from  the  train  to 
the  hospital.  A  strong  feeling  bos  arisen  in  the 
district  that  this  state  of  things  should  be  re- 
medied. These  men  would  very  likely  have 
recovered  had  there  been  a  local  hospited. 
Another  reason  for  desiring  separation  is  that, 
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practically,  the  Manawatu  end  of  the  district 
has  very  little  control,  although  it  has  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Hospital  Board  at  Wanganui. 
Owing  to  the  arrangement  of  the  trains  the> 
representatives  on  the  Board  have  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  supervising  or  going  into  hospital  and 
charitable-aid  matters  as  they  ought  to  do  in 
order  to  have  full  control,  and,  practically,  the 
main  control  rests  with  the  representatives  of 
districts  nearer  Wanganui.  In  the  Manawata 
District  it  is  felt  that  this  undesirable  state  of 
things  should  not  continue,  and  the  residenta 
ask  that  we  should  pass  this  Bill  in  order  to 
remedy  it.  As  the  trains  run  now,  wo  have 
only  one  or  two  hours  to  spare  to  deal  with 
hospital  matters.  There  is  not  time  enough  to 
give  to  the  subjects  the  attention  they  deserve. 
I  tried  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  by  pro- 
posing, when  the  Act  of  1886  was  passing 
through  Committee,  that  members  should  be 
allowed  hotel  expenses;  but  that  amendment 
was  refused  by  Sir  Robert  Stout,  and  was  re- 
jected, under  his  influence,  by  the  Committee.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  that  amendment  was 
not  passed,  because  some  representatives  on  the 
Board  were  men  who  really  could  not  afford  to 
pay  their  hotel  expenses  if  they  stopped  two 
nights  in  Wanganui.  If  we  are  able  to  get 
the  separation  asked  for  in  the  Bill  that  state 
of  things  will  be  altered.  The  Bill  being  per- 
missive, none  of  the  local  bodies  in  the  districts 
separated  can  possibly  have  objections  to  it, 
because  the  people  have  to  give  their  full  con- 
sent or  the  Bill  cannot  come  into  operation. 
The  general  principle  involved  in  the  Bill  I 
heartily  agree  with,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
very  long  before  we  shall  see  some  Bill  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  introducing  that  prin- 
ciple— that  is,  that  we  shall  have  more  local 
control  than  we  now  have  in  the  matter  of  hos- 
pitals and  charitable  aid.  I  think  that  was  one 
great  mistake  which  was  made  in  the  Act,  and 
one  which  I  and  some  members  of  this  House 
fought  against  when  the  Bill  was  passing 
through  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  1885 
and  1886.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House 
by  going  further  into  the  matter  at  present,  for 
I  shall  have  the  right  to  reply  to  any  objections 
which  may  be  raised  against  the  Bill.  I  will 
leave  it  to  honourable  members  more  imme- 
diately affected  by  the  8rd  and  4th  clauses  to 
state  the  position  of  those  clauses. 

Major  STEWARD. —  As  the  member  in- 
terested in  the  clause  following  that  to  which 
the  honourable  member  has  just  directed  the 
attention  of  the  House,  I  take  this  opportimity 
of  presenting  a  petition  containing  the  signa- 
tures of  956  bond  fide  settlers  and  others  re- 
siding in  the  district,  praying  for  the  erection 
of  the  Comity  and  Borough  of  Waimate  into 
separate  hospital  and  charitable-aid  districts. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion I  brought  this  matter  before  the  House  un- 
successfully ;  and  I  do  not  complain  of  the  fact 
that  I  was  unsuccessful  on  that  occasion,  be- 
cause the  circumstances  which  I  was  then  able 
to  present  to  the  House  were  not  nearly  so 
strong  as  the  circumstances  which  I  will 
now  place  before  honourable  members.     Tha 
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County  of  Waimate,  which  coDtains  a  popula- 
tion of  over  five  thousand  persons,  and  the 
Borough  of  Waimate,  were  hy  the  Act  of  1885 
thrown  into  one  district  —  called  the  South 
Csjiterbury  District  —  with  the  Counties  of 
Mackenzie  and  Geraldine  and  the  Borough  of 
Timaru.  We  have  a  very  handsome  hospital, 
well  equipped  and  appointed,  which  had  then 
been  erected  some  eight  or  nine  years,  in  the 
Waimato  County.  As  to  its  suitability  for  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted,  I  need  only  refer 
to  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Hospitals.  I 
do  not  intend  to  quote  at  length,  but  honour- 
able members  will  find  that  Dr.  Grabham,  in  his 
report  in  1883,  speaks  of  the  hospital  as  follows : 
**For  good  order,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  I 
have  not  seen  its  equal  in  the  colony  ;"  while 
the  present  Inspector,  in  his  latest  report, 
January,  1887,  speaks  of  it  as  **  a  handsome, 
well-designed  building.'*  and  of  the  wards  as 
'*  well  lighted,  ventilated,  and  almost  luxuriously 
furnished."  With  regard  to  its  usefuhiess,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  the  doctor  at  pre- 
sent in  charge  of  the  institution,  written  early 
in  October,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  since 
the  15th  October  of  the  previous  year  to  the 
then  present  date  there  had  been  treated  in 
the  hospital — in-patients,  96  ;  out-patients,  73. 
That  the  institution  is  one  which  is  prized  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  is  proved  by  the 
petition.  Only  a  week  was  taken  to  obtain  the 
signatures  to  the  petition.  It  was  sent  up  in  a 
hurry  so  as  to  be  in  time  for  presentation  when 
this  question  was  before  the  House  ;  and  I 
believe  that  another  petition  with  additional 
signatures  will  follow  this  one.  The  signa- 
tures are  not  those  of  boys  or  clerics  or  of  any- 
body picked  up  in  the  street,  but  they  are  the 
signatures  of  bond  fide  settlers  in  the  county. 
Now,  Sir,  when  I  tell  the  House  how  we  have 
fared  under  the  operation  of  the  Act,  I  have  no 
doubt  honourable  members  will  agree  with  me 
that  what  has  really  been  a  case  of  gross  injus- 
tice ought  to  be  remedied.  The  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  Waimate  Hospital  last 
year  was  £944.  The  estimated  cost  under  the 
Charitable  Aid  Board  estimates  for  the  year 
had  been  £1,000.  The  Board's  estimated  cost 
of  charitable  aid  within  the  district  in  the  same 
year  was  £350 ;  and  the  amount  of  contribution 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  children  in 
the  industrial  school  was  £180.  Adding  these 
figures  together,  we  get  the  total  cost  of  the 
maintenance  and  charitable  aid,  and  all  claims 
of  that  kind,  upon  the  district  as  being,  for  the 
whole  year,  £1,600  in  round  figures.  There 
was  contributed  over  £125  in  local  subscrip- 
tions. Upon  that  there  was  the  Government 
subsidy  of  £1  4s.,  which  brought  up  the  sum 
to  £275,  or,  say,  nearly  £300,  to  be  deducted 
from  the  £1,500.  As  to  the  balance,  as  tho 
Government  contribute  pound  for  pound  upon 
the  amount  locally  raised  for  supporting  the 
hospital,  we  should  therefore  have  only  had  to 
raise  about  £G00  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
hospital.  But  what  arc  the  circumstances? 
The  Charitable  Aid  Board  of  Timaru  for  1886-87 
made  an  assessment  on  the  county  of  £1,125, 
and  upon  the  borough  of  £86  some  odd  shillings ; 
Major  Steward 


so  that  we  were  called  upon  to  pay  about  £1,211 ; 
whereas,  if  we  had  had  left  in  our  own  hands 
the  maintenance  of  our  institutions,  £600,  with 
the  Government  subsidy  of  £600,  would  have 
covered  all  our  liabilities.  In  other  words, 
although  the  subsidy  is  paid  by  tho  Govern- 
ment, as  a  matter  of  fact,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Charitable  Aid  Board  of  Timaru, 
we  have  had  absolutely  to  pay  every  single 
penny  of  the  cost  of  our  institutions,  and 
did  not  get  any  advantage  from  the  subsidy. 
The  Charitable  Aid  Board,  therefore,  took  the 
amount  of  local  subscriptions — ^which,  I  may 
say,  were  four  times  as  large  as  those  con- 
tributed for  the  Timaru  Hospital,  although 
theirs  is  a  larger  district — they  took  that,  and 
also  the  subsidy  payable  upon  that ;  they  took 
from  us  an  amount  sufficient  to  support  our 
own  institution,  obtained  the  Government  sub- 
sidy on  that  amount,  and  simply  returned  to 
us  what  we  disbursed.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
a  large  indignation  mseting  should  have  been 
held,  at  which  the  people  of  Waimate  pro- 
tested in  the  very  strongest  terms  against  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated,  sooing 
that  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  not  only  a 
fair  share  of  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
their  own  institution,  but  were  called  upon  to 
pay  the  whole  cost,  that  the  Board  obtained 
subsidy  upon  that,  and  that  the  people  of 
Waimate  themselves  obtained  no  advantage 
at  all  from  the  subsidy  which  was  granted  by 
the  Government  t  I  foresaw  when  the  BiU 
was  passing  through  this  House  that  there 
might  be  some  difficulty  of  this  kind.  I  saw 
that  it  would  probably  be  more  pleasant  for 
those  who  had  themselves  established  a  hos- 
pital, and  had  continued  enthusiastically  to 
support  it  for  years,  and  had  been  the  last  to 
throw  the  burden  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund 
— in  point  of  fact,  1  believe  this  was  the  last 
hospital  in  the  whole  of  Canterbury  that  was 
thrown  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund — that  it 
would  bo  more  pleasant,  I  say,  for  these  people 
to  manage  their  own  institution ;  and  I  should 
have  liked  even  then  to  see  this  constituted  ae 
a  separate  institution.  But  the  desire  of  the 
then  Gk>vemment  was  that  they  should  have 
large  districts — they  set  up  districts  as  large 
as  the  education  districts — with  the  view  that 
tho  Boards  to  be  elected  to  manage  charitable 
aid  and  hospital  matters  within  their  bounds 
should  presently  be  intrusted  with  other  fimc- 
tions  of  local  government;  and  that  there 
might  be  something  to  supply  the  admitted 
want,  or  the  want  which  had  often  been 
spoken  of  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  On  that 
ground,  I  did  not  proceed  to  seek  separation, 
although  had  I  been  assured  that  the  people 
of  the  adjoining  counties  would  approve  of 
a  separate  organization  I  might  have  done  so. 
J  But  another  reason  was  this:  that  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me  that  under  the  Act  we  had 
the  power  of  getting  the  management  of  the 
hospital  as  a  separate  institution.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  that  immediately.  More  than 
the  required  amount  was  subscribed,  and  a 
governing  body  elected.  The  question  was  aJso 
raised  that  the   Charitable  Aid  Board  might 
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levy  npan  the  district  a  larger  sum  than  its 
fair  share.  The  answer  to  that  was,  however, 
**  YoQ  have  a  remedy,  for  you  can  appeal  to 
the  Qovemor,  who  will  appoint  a  Commission 
to  set  that  matter  right."  We  did  appeal 
ag^ainst  the  assessment  of  1886-87,  and  a  Com- 
mission was  appointed,  whose  Chairman  was 
Mr.  Joseph  Beswick,  Resident  Magistrate  of 
Timara,  and  the  result  was  that  he  reduced 
the  amoont  at  which  the  district  was  assessed 
from  £1,211  to  £650.  But  that  did  not  end  the 
matter,  unfortunately,  for  the  Hospital  Board 
of  Timaru  sued  out  a  writ  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and,  upon  a  point  of  law,  compelled  the 
county  to  pay  this  money,  notwithstanding 
that  the  Commission  appointed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  law  had  said  that  the  county 
was  asked  to  pay  £2  where  £1  should  suffice. 
But  before  that  case  was  decided  the  time 
had  come  round  for  another  assessment,  and 
again  the  Charitable  Aid  Board  levied  an 
even  larger  sum  than  they  had  done  in 
the  previous  year.  The  figures  for  the  next 
year  were— County,  £1,260;  borough,  £67; 
or  a  total  of  £1,827.  The  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  hospital  this  year  will  be  £900 
or  tmdcr,  but  the  charitable  aid  and  contri- 
bution in  respect  of  children  sent  to  the  Bum- 
ham  School  will  bring  up  the  total  to  £1,500. 
Deducting  subscriptions  and  subsidy  thereon, 
the  net  cost  will  stand  at  £1,200  for  the  year: 
yet,  notwithstanding  that  half  of  this  amount 
ought  to  come  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
the  district  is  absolutely  called  upon  to  pay  the 
whole  £1,200.  That  is  to  say,  we  are  in  very 
much  the  same  position  as  we  were  in  before : 
and,  whereas  we  have  to  find  that  sum,  were 
we  a  separate  district  we  should  simply  have 
to  find  £600,  and  the  Government  subsidy 
would  make  it  up  to  the  amount  required  to 
defray  the  whole  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
our  hospital  and  charitable  aid.  We  again 
appealed  against  the  assessment  of  the  Chari- 
table Aid  Board,  and  a  Commission  was  again 
appointed,  Mr.  Robinson,  tbe  Kesident  ^lagis- 
trate  of  Oamaru,  being  the  Chairman.  At  the 
time  when  this  Commission  was  appointed  the 
previous  appeal  was  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  Commission  delayed  its  decision 
until  the  decision  in  that  case  was  announced, 
and  then  our  appeal  was  dismissed  in  an 
elaborate  judgment  which  I  shall  not  trouble 
the  House  with  in  detail,  but  I  may  point  out 
that  it  wound  up  with  the  following  sentence, 
to  which  I  will  invite  the  attention  of  honour- 
able members : — 

"The  Commissioners  are  quite  unanimous  on 
one  point — and  a  point  which  I  will  embody  in 
the  decision  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary — that  is,  that  some  provision 
should  be  mode  (in  the  opinion  of  this  Commis- 
sion) which  would  relieve  a  contributing  body 
such  as  the  Waimate  County  from  paying  an 
equal  amount  to  those  other  contributing 
bodies,  after  it  has  expended  such  a  large  sum 
— ^viz.,  about  £10,000 — before  the  Act  came  into 
force  in  providing  hospital  accommodation  for 
the  requirements  of  the  county.  And  the  Com- 
xnisBioners  consider  that  in  carrying  out  the 


Act  as  at  present  framed  a  great  injustice  i9 
being  done  to  the  Waimate  County." 

That  is  the  position.  The  House  will  recog- 
nise that  injustice  has  been  done,  and  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  this  House  will  refuse,  when 
an  injustice  is  so  plainly  and  abundantly 
proved,  to  provide  a  remedy  for  such  a  state  of 
things.  I  am  quite  aware  that  I  have  to  expect 
opposition  from  those  representing  the  counties 
with  which  we  are  at  present  unfortunately 
associated.  It  is  not  unnatural  that,  so  long  as 
these  counties  are  getting  from  the  ratepayers 
of  Waimate  County  a  large  sum  to  which  they 
ore  not  entitled,  they  will  endeavour  to  main- 
tain the  existing  state  of  things.  Of  course 
they  act  upon  the  principle — ^I  was  going  to  say 
upon  the  burglarious  ethics — 

That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power. 
And  they  should  keep  who  can. 

But  I  do  not  think  this  House  will  ap- 
prove of  a  system  of  things  under  which  one 
county,  which  is  quite  ready  to  pay  a  fair 
share  towards  the  maintenance  of  its  own 
institutions,  is  levied  upon  so  heavily  for 
the  maintenance  of  other  institutions  in 
other  districts  with  which  it  has  nothing  to 
do.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  put  the  matter 
before  the  House  in  a  clearer  light  than  this : 
that  the  effect  of  our  connection  with  the 
South  Canterbury  District  is  that  we  do  not 
get  a  share  of  the  subsidy— that  we  got  hardly 
as  much  as  a  shilling  of  the  subsidy  which  is 
granted  by  the  General  Government  to  the 
local  bodies  to  aid  them  in  maintaining  chari- 
table institutions, — but  that  we  are  absolutely 
called  upon  to  pay  an  amount  sufficient  to 
defray  the  whole  charges  of  our  own  institu- 
tion, and  that  we  have  to  support  our  own 
institution  without  any  assistance  whatever. 
So  long  as  subsidies  are  given  to  the  local 
bodies,  surely  we  are  entitled  to  got  a  fair 
share  of  them  ;  and  by  no  manipulation  should 
such  a  result  as  this  be  produced — that  the 
subsidy  should  go  to  those  who  contribute  not. 
I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  a  long  speech 
upon  this  occasion,  although  I  fear  it  may  per- 
haps be  unwise  not  to  go  into  detail,  because, 
being  in  the  position  of  seconder,  I  shall  have 
no  right  of  reply  to  anything  which  may  be 
brought  forward  on  the  other  side.  But  one  or 
two  broad  facts  may  be  remarked  on.  These 
are,  that  the  population  of  the  Waimate  County 
and  Borough  is  5,045,  and  the  population  of 
the  ^lackcnzie  and  Geraldine  Counties  and  the 
Borough  of  Timaru  is  18,000;  so  that  there 
would  be  plenty  of  people  left  to  look  after  the 
Timaru  Hospital  or  any  other  institution  there 
may  be  to  support,  although  I  may  say  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  no  other  institution. 
As  regards  the  rateable  value  of  the  district, 
under  the  last  property  assessment  which  I 
have  access  to  I  find  that  the  value  of  the 
Waimate  County  and  Borough  is  £2,441,414, 
while  the  valuation  of  the  other  counties  and 
the  Borough  of  Timaru  is  £4,618,870,  so  that 
the  proportion  of  property  is,  as  nearly  m 
may  be,  one-third  in  the  Waimate  and  two- 
thirds  in  the  Timaru  District.  Another  reason 
why  the  people  in  my  district  are  anxious 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


U6       Hospitals  and  Charitable       [HOUSE.]         Institutions  BUL  [Nov.  2 


tor  a  separate  administration  is  this :  Not 
only  are  they  asked  and  compelled  to  pay 
doable  what  they  ought  to  pay,  but  they  are 
not  allowed  the  administration  of  their  own 
charitable  aid.  Absolutely  they  get  no  help 
with  regard  to  the  amount  that  is  distributed 
in  charity.  It  is,  in  fact,  their  own  money 
that  is  spent,  without  any  subsidy  at  all,  and 
yet  it  is  taken  out  of  their  own  hands  for  dis- 
tribution, stnd  is  not  distributed  by  the  county 
or  borough  authorities,  but  by  the  local  police 
officer.  There  are  persons  who  do  not  like  to 
have  to  go  to  the  police-station  to  get  charitable 
aid,  but  would  prefer,  if  ill-fortune  compels 
them  to  seek  charitable  aid,  that  they  should  ob- 
tain it  through  the  County  Council  or  Borough 
Council.  There  is  another  grievance  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  It  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  police,  for  the  officers  now  stationed 
there  have  only  recently  been  sent  down,  and 
have  not  the  local  knowledge  with  regard  to  in- 
dividuals that  the  members  of  the  local  bodies 
have;  but  so  it  happens  that  those  who  are 
least  entitled  to  assistance  have  received  it, 
to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  better  en- 
titled. Surely  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  be  permitted  to  manage  our  own  affairs. 
Another  fact  worthy  of  mention  is  that  the 
cost  of  patients  treated  in  the  Waimate  Hos- 
pital is  no  greater  but  rather  less  than  that 
of  treating  patients  in  the  Timaru  Hospital. 
Beverting  to  the  letter  written  by  the  doctor 
in  charge  of  the  Waimate  Hospital,  I  may  say 
that  I  was  informed  that  the  total  number  of 
patients  treated  in  the  year  ending  in  October 
last  would  be  100  in-patients  and  80  out-pa- 
tients. I  find  that  in  the  Timaru  Hospital 
the  numbers  were  200  in-patients  and  287 
out-patients.  Dividing  the  total  cost  of  each 
institution  by  these  figures,  the  cost  per  capita 
will  work  out  as  follows:  In-patients,  Wai- 
mate, £9 ;  in-  and  out-patients  together,  £5 : 
Timaru,  in-patients,  £9  18s.  2d. ;  in-  and  out- 
patients together,  £4  8r.  3d.;  so  that,  practically, 
one  institution  is  worked  fully  as  economically 
as  the  other,  the  advantage,  if  any,  being  in 
favour  of  the  Waimate  District.  As  to  the  con- 
tributions to  this  hospital,  these  bear  exceed- 
ingly favourable  comparison  with  those  from 
the  other  part  of  the  district.  It  is  shown  in 
paper  H.-19  that  the  donations  in  Waimate 
were  £179  7s.,  the  donations  in  Timaru  only 
£54  17s.  3d.  Then,  I  also  find,  in  regard  to  the 
management,  one  very  salient  feature  which 
goes  to  show  that  every  economy  is  practised  in 
our  district.  I  will  taJce  the  item  in  regard  to 
what  are  called  "  medical  comforts,"  or  wine 
and  ale.  For  92  patients  in  the  Waimate 
Hospital  the  total  cost  during  the  year  for 
these  items  was  £8  2s.  6d.,  and  the  total  cost  in 
Timaru  for  487  patients  was  £78  2s.  lid. :  thus 
the  rate  per  head  is  nearly  double  in  the  case 
of  the  Timaru  Hospital.  Again,  I  may  mention 
that  our  hospital  is  managed  by  a  master 
and  matron,  these  being  the  only  paid  ser- 
vants besides  the  doctor;  while  the  Timaru 
Hospital  has  no  fewer  than  fourteen  paid  ser- 
vants. When  the  district  was  united  the  Board 
showed  a  very  large  amount  of  extravagance, 
Major  Steward 


almost  as  soon  as  it  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  The  Board  was  establishod  by  the 
Act  of  1885 ;  and,  in  its  estimate  of  expenditnxe 
for  the  first  year  of  its  administration,  188&-d7, 
what  do  I  find  ?  The  sum  of  £3,500  for  additions 
to  the  buildings  at  Timaru.  Amongst  those 
additions  were,  I  understand,  a  very  elegant 
and  comfortable  house  for  the  doctor,  which 
appears  not  to  have  been  at  all  a  necessity; 
and  for  these  a  tender  for  £8,416  was  accepted, 
with  extras,  which  would  bring  it  up  to  £4,000. 
Again,  in  the  estimates  for  the  current  year 
I  find  that  Timaru  has,  under  the  item  of 
**  Buildings,'*  the  ominous  sum  of  £775.  My 
constituents  very  naturally  ask  where  this  is 
going  to  end.  They  object  very  strongly  to 
assist  in  extravagance  of  this  sort,  seeing  that 
the  Timaru  District  is  amply  provided  for  all 
requirements.  It  may  be  said  that  we  have 
representation  on  the  Charitable  Aid  Board. 
So  we  have ;  but  our  representation  is  in  the 
proportion  of  2  to  6,  consequently  our  repre- 
sentatives are  entirely  outvoted.  The  other 
day,  seeing  that  this  matter  was  again  going 
to  be  ventilated  in  this  House,  the  Charitable 
Aid  Board  in  Timaru  held  a  meeting.  They 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  they  sent 
to  members,  myself  included,  asking  us  to  op- 
pose the  proposed  separation  from  the  South 
Canterbury  District  of  the  Waimate  County 
and  Borough,  and  those  resolutions  were  carried 
in  the  absence  of  both  representatives  of  our 
district,  to  whom  no  notice  had  been  given.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  our  part  of  the  district,  who  distinctly 
states, — 

**  Re  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  South  Canterbury  Hospital  and 
Charitable  Aid  Board  in  opposition  to  having 
the  Waimate  County  declared  a  separate  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Talbot,  as  the  proposer  of  the  motion, 
stated  that  *he  had  forwarded  a  copy  to  the 
members  of  the  Board.'  I,  for  one,  did  not 
receive  a  copy  of  Mr.  Talbot's  resolution,  and, 
I  feel  sure,  neither  did  Mr.  Elworthy,  or  I 
would  have  heard  of  it ;  stnd,  if  Mr.  Talbot  was 
correctly  reported,  I  cannot  conceive  why  he 
should  make  such  a  statement  when  he  must 
have  known  it  to  be  untrue.  Had  I  had  the 
slightest  hint  that  such  a  motion  as  Mr.  Tal- 
bot's was  to  be  brought  forward,  I  would  have 
written  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  asking 
him  to  hold  these  resolutions  over,  so  as  to 
enable  Mr.  Elworthy  and  myself  to  enter  our 
protest  against  it.  I  firmly  believe  that  it  was 
never  intended  that  we  (Mr.  Elworthy  and  my- 
self) should  know  anything  about  the  resolution 
until  after  it  was  passed.  But,  as  the  Board  is 
at  present  constituted,  it  is  simply  waste  time 
for  any  one  representing  the  Waimate  County 
to  attend  the  meetings,  as  they  are  only  two  to 
six." 

Well,  that  certainly  does  not  look  as  if  there 
was  any  attempt  to  give  our  members  any 
chance  of  doing  their  duty  on  the  Board.  The 
objection  which  is  brought  forward,  that  the 
northern  boundary  of  our  district  approaches 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Town  of  Timaru,  is 
no  argument.    As  every  member  of  the  House 
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is  aware,  should  any  person  travel  from  onr  dis- 
trict to  the  hospital  at  Timaru  he  at  once  be- 
oomes  ohugeable  to  ns,  though,  as  a  matter  of 
fscti  in  very  few  instances  indeed — only  one 
Of  t^o  that  I  know  of — have  residents  in  the 
Waimate  District  availed  themselves  of  the 
hospital  at  Timaru.  When,  once  before,  I 
attempted  to  obtain  support  from  the  other 
members  from  South  Canterbury  in  getting  this 
instalment  of  justice,  and  unsuccessfully,  they 
'went  with  me  to  this  extent :  that  we  should 
liave  a  8ex>ekrate  district  provided  we  would  cut 
off  one  of  the  ridings  and  add  it  to  their  dis- 
trict. This  was  strongly  objected  to — as  it 
seems  to  me,  very  properly,  for  I  think  we 
should  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  make 
our  boundaries  for  districts  coterminous  with 
the  county  boundaries.  I  notice  that  in  the 
petition  which  I  have  presented  to-day  there  are 
nom  that  very  riding  of  Pareora  no  fewer  than 
183  signatures  of  persons  who  object  to  being  re- 
tained in  the  South  Canterbury  District,  but 
prefer  to  remain  and  form  part  of  the  Waimate 
District.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  shown  strong 
reasons  why  the  measure  of  justice  asked  for 
in  this  Bill  should  be  conceded.  But  I  can 
also  add  this  other  consideration— although  it 
may  be  to  some  extent  a  sentimental  one,  yet 
even  that  ought  to  have  some  weight:  The 
persons  who  have  to  visit  these  hospitals  for 
treatment  are  })ersons  who  are  not  well-to-do 
in  the  world,  persons  belonging  to  the  working- 
classes,  persons  who,  in  point  of  fact,  have  very 
little  means :  I  am  speaking  of  the  rule. 
Now,  it  would  be  felt  as  a  great  hardship  by 
a  labouring-man's  family  whose  breadwinner 
met  with  an  accident  in  ^e  Waimate  District, 
should  the  hospital  in  that  district  be  closed, 
that  he  should  have  to  be  conveyed  about 
thirty  miles  by  rail  to  Timaru,  while  if  he  lay 
in  the  Timaru  Hospital  he  could  not  be  visited 
by  his  kith  and  kin  as  he  could  be  if  he  were 
in  the  local  hospital.  Then,  when  a  man  comes 
to  his  last  hours  it  is  a  natural  thing  that  he 
should  desire  to  be  attended  by  the  clergy- 
man to  whose  ministrations  he  has  been 
accustomed.  That  would  be  denied  him  in 
such  a  case  as  I  have  indicated.  Lastly, 
I  would  say  this:  It  is  absolutely  clear,  I 
think,  to  the  House  that  we  have  been  suffer- 
ing a  very  gross  injustice,  and  are  called  upon 
to  pay  a  great  deal  more  than  we  ought  to  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay ;  and)  although  I  am 
blamed  by  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Timaru  for  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  a  dis- 
advantage to  my  own  district  the  continuance 
of  which  is  an  advantage  to  his  district,  he 
ought  to  be  content  in  having  succeeded  in 
obtaining  £1,200  from  Waimate  towards  the 
cost  of  the  unnecessary  and  extravagant  addi- 
tions to  his  own  hospital,  and  ought  no  longer 
to  press  his  opposition  to  the  remedying  of  a 
gross  injustice.  I  hope  the  House  will  allow 
the  Bill  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  and  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  further  explaining 
matters  when  it  goes  into  Committee. 

Mr.  WALKER. — As  the  mover  of  the  second 
reading  of  this  measure  stated,  there  are  three 
proposals  embodied  in  this  Bill  to  meet  the 


case  of  three  districts  which  are  endeavouring 
to  secure  what  they  desire  for  their  own  good 
government.  I  represent  one  of  these  districts, 
which,  however,  is  slightly  different  from  the 
others  inasmuch  as  the  Borough  and  County 
of  Ashburton  in  the  original  Act  were  con- 
stituted a  separate  hospital  district.  The 
other  two  districts  did  not  obtain  control  of 
their  hospital  administration,  and  therefore  the 
amount  of  injury  and  hardship  that  the  Dis- 
trict of  Ashburton  sustained  is  not  so  severe  as 
appears  to  be  the  case  with  the  others.  How- 
ever, I  approached  this  subject,  when  first 
introduced  m  1885,  with  a  great  deal  of  satis- 
faction, because  I  felt  it  was  a  satisfactory  step 
towards  solving  many  of  our  difficulties  of  local 
government,  and  I  heartily  supported  it  through- 
out its  several  stages,  and  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain for  many  other  parts  of  the  colony  the 
amount  of  local  government  set  forth  in  this 
Bill.  I  was  exceedingly  sorry  it  did  not  go 
quite  as  far  as  I  and  some  others  could  have 
wished,  but  still,  as  a  mea<«ure  tending  towards 
providing  satisfactory  local  government,  I  was 
bound  to  support  it ;  and  I  now  venture  to  press 
upon  the  House  the  justice  of  passing  the  Bill 
which  is  before  it,  as  still  further  carrying 
into  practical  effect  the  true  principles  of 
local  government.  So  far  as  these  three  dis- 
tricts are  concerned,  the  experience  of  the 
period  since  the  Act  was  passed  has  shown  to 
U9  that  it  is  perfectly  impossible  for  us  to  be 
in  any  way  considered  to  have  charge  of  the 
management  of  our  local  affairs  at  present,  and, 
as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  certainly  it  is  im- 
possible with  a  Board  sitting  in  Christchurch. 
Of  course  we  have  a  proportionate  representa- 
tion ;  but  what  is  the  good  of  representation 
if  your  representatives  cannot  satisfactorily 
attend  ?  We  could  no  doubt  secure  representa- 
tion by  nominating  gentlemen  who  live  in 
Christchurch  and  have  leisure,  but  they  would 
not  be  representatives  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  word.  They  would  not  be  local  repre^ 
sentatives:  they  would  not  understand  our 
feelings  or  represent  our  wishes  in  the  manner 
in  which  those  who  desire  true  local  govern- 
ment would  wish  to  see  representation  carried 
out.  We  have  an  opportunity  of  attending 
the  monthly  meetings ;  we  have  pressed  on  us 
the  privilege  of  sitting  on  Committees;  but 
it  is  impossible  for  us  who  are  representatives 
of  a  county  and  a  borough  at  a  distance  to 
take  advantage  of  these  offers.  I  have  said 
that  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  managing 
our  own  affairs  as  regards  the  hospital,  and 
tl^prefore  I  ask  that,  as  our  hospital  manage- 
ment has  been  satisfactory  to  us,  and  as  it  has 
been  shown  it  will  convey  no  hardship  to  the 
Christchurch  centre  or  to  other  parts  of  the 
provincial  district,  we  should  be  allowed,  as  a 
logical  conclusion,  to  manage  our  charitable 
aid  in  the  same  way.  I  prefer  to  press  our 
claim  on  the  broad  principle  of  establishing 
good  local  government,  rather  than  take  the 
line  which  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate 
has  done,  and  press  our  claims  purely  on  the 
financial  part  of  the  question.  Of  course  we 
have  ,our  financial  grievances ;  but  I  do  not 
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Irish  to  press  thorn  on  the  House.  I  desire 
tather  to  appeal  to  honourable  members,  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  that  districts  which  are  na- 
turally denned,  which  by  geographical  position 
ought  to  be  autonomous,  and  which  have  since 
1876  been  autonomous,  should,  in  this  respect, 
also  be  rendered  self-governing  and  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  managing  their  own  affairs.  I 
therefore  appeal  most  confidently  to  the  House 
to  give  this  Bill  a  second  reading,  and  secure 
to  us  the  privilege  which  other  parts  of  the 
colony  enjoy^-of  managing  our  own  afiairs. 

Mr.  RHODES.— Sir,  I  beg  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  as  I  think 
it  is  a  mistake  that  we  should  make  our  hospital 
districts  smaller  than  at  present,  as  appears  to 
be  wished  by  the  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  in  support  of  the  measure.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Waimate  has  given  us  a  long 
history  of  the  litigation  which  has  been  carried 
on  between  the  South  Canterbury  Hospital 
and  Charitable  Aid  Board  and  the  Waimate 
County  Council,  and  he  has  also  shown,  by 
what  ho  said,  that  the  Waimate  County  Coun- 
cil was  in  the  wrong,  for  it  had  to  pay  up  the 
rate  which  was  levied  upon  it.  I  will  not, 
however,  enter  further  into  that  point ;  but,  as 
a  resolution  passed  bv  the  Hospital  and  Chari- 
table Aid  Board  has  boon  referred  to,  I  should 
like  to  read  it  for  the  information  of  honour- 
able members : — 

"This  Board,  deeming  it  probable  that  a 
former  attempt  to  create  a  second  hospital  dis- 
trict in  South  Canterbury  will  be  renewed  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  Parliament,  desire  to 
point  out  that  such  action  is  unnecessary  and 
madvisable,  for  the  following  among  other 
reasons :  First,  the  Timaru  Hospital  is  situ- 
ated as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  centre  of  the 
present  hospital  district,  and  is  equally  con- 
veniAit  of  access  from  north  and  south. 
Second,  the  proposed  northern  boundary  for 
the  Waimate  District  would  come  to  within 
seven  miles  of  the  Timaru  Hospital,  and  will 
include  a  largo  tract  of  country  lying  much 
nearer  the  Timaru  than  the  Waimate  Hospital. 
Third,  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  sever  the 
Waimate  County,  which  contains  a  large  and 
valuable  area  of  land,  though  at  present 
sparsely  settled,  from  the  more  densely-popu- 
lated portions  of  the  hospital  district,  simply 
in  order  to  relieve  largo  landholders  of  their 
fair  share  of  taxation.  Fourth,  the  Timaru 
institution  being  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  re- 
quirements of  South  Canterbury,  by  leaving 
the  district  intact  there  is  a  chance  of  the 
Waimate  Hospital  being  closed  at  some  future 
date,  a  consummation  which  would  effect  a 
largo  annual  saving  to  the  whole  district. 
Fifth,  there  is  no  injustice  being  perpetrated 
as  matters  at  present  stand  ;  the  contributions 
are  uniform  over  the  whole  district,  and  are 
based  on  the  property- tax  valuation,  while  the 
funds  required  by  the  managing  body  of  the 
Waimate  Hospital  are  fully  provided  by  this 
Board.  The  Board  therefore  ask  that  no  ac- 
tion may  be  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
direction  of  a  severance,  or  at  least  that  it  be 
not  given  effect  to  without  a  full  inquiry,  and 
Mr.  Walker 


until  a  careful  and  fair  adjustment  of  th» 
boundaries  has  been  arrived  at." 

I  think  that  puts  the.  matter  very  fairly.  A» 
to  the  question  of  any  injustice  in  raising  more 
money  from  the  Waimate  County  than  is  ex- 
pended in  it,  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to 
spend  the  money  raised  in  each  county  in  that 
county  without  almost  having  a  separate  hos« 
pital  in  each.  So  far  as  the  Mackenzie  County, 
which  is  part  of  my  constituency,  is  concerned^ 
I  may  say  that  it  has  an  area  almost  as  large 
as  all  the  rest  of  the  district  put  together,  but 
it  has  only  a  population  of  990,  and  I  suppose 
we  should  have  to  establish  a  hospital  there. 
We  lately  spent  £3,200  in  rebuilding  part  of  tbe 
Timaru  Hospital,  and  I  may  say  that  both  the 
members  for  Waimate  on  the  South  Canterbury 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board  were  pre> 
sent  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  that  autho- 
rised the  expenditure,  and  they  agreed  to  that 
expenditure,  and  now  they  bring  forward  a& 
an  argument  for  wanting  separation  that  the 
Hospital  Board  has  been  extravagant.  I  shall 
certainly  oppose  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL. — It  is  scarcely  necessary 
for  mo  to  follow  the  honourable  member  for 
Waimate  through  his  speech,  which,  as  an  old 
member,  he  knows  very  well  was  addressed  to* 
his  constituents.  Still,  I  chink  it  was  rather 
tampering  with  the  House,  because  all  he  vrsM- 
talking  about  was  very  wide  of  tbe  subject 
before  us.  If  this  is  a  question  of  local  self- 
governmont,  all  I  can  say  is  that  the  sooner  wo 
have  increased  centralization  the  better.  Not 
satisfied  with  cutting  this  district  up  into  three 
counties,  the  honourable  gentleman  now  wants 
to  take  away  the  richest  portion  of  tho  district 
from  it  and  cut  it  up  still  more,  so  that  by-and- 
by  we  shall  have  each  ward  and  riding  wanting 
to  be  separated.  It  is  very  clear  that  that  will 
be  the  result  if  this  Bill  is  passed.  This  Hos- 
pital Board,  under  the  existing  Act,  is  allowed 
to  fix  the  contributions  to  be  made,  not  to  meet 
tho  requirements  of  any  particular  portion  of 
the  district,  but  for  the  whole ;  then,  according 
to  the  rating  Acts  of  1876  and  1882,  the  Board 
can  say  what  proportion  shall  be  contributed 
by  the  Waimate  County.  I  will  show  plainly 
how  this  will  act,  and  1  muse  say  it  was  unjust 
and  ungenerous  on  the  part  of  the  honourable- 
member,  when  addressing  his  constituents,  not 
to  point  it  out.  Let  me  toll  this  House  that 
ten  properties  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 
district  amount  to  320,000  acres,  and  that  thero 
is  a  very  small  population  on  them.  In  fact,, 
that  is  the  greater  portion  of  the  district  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  take 
away,  and  at  the  same  timo  he  leaves  all  the 
burdon  on  the  poorer  portion.  The  popula- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  district  is  5,000,  and 
the  rateable  value  of  the  property  in  it  is 
£2,441,000,  while  the  rateable  value  of  all  the 
remainder  of  the  district  is  only  £4,518,000, 
and  the  population  18,000 ;  so  that  honourable 
members  will  seo  that  ho  wants  to  take  away 
the  richest  portion  of  the  district.  It  will  be 
a  very  serious  thing  if  we  once  begin  to  tam- 
per with  this  Act,  for  we  shall  at  once  have 
dozens  of  other   applications  for  separation^ 
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and  the  result  will  be  that  all  the  poor  will  be 
shunted  into  the  towns,  and  the  country  will 
escape  free.  As  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Gladstone,  his  district  is  far 
more  deserying  of  this  relief  than  is  Waimate, 
for  there  are  parts  of  it  a  hundred  or  a  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  away  from  the  hospital,  and 
people  have  to  travel  all  that  distance  for 
assistance.  Then,  take  Geraldine,  which  is 
also  as  distant  as  Waimate :  it  also  will  be 
coming  for  relief,  with  quite  as  much  right  as 
Waizaate.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  further 
now,  but  if  the  Bill  should  get  into  Committee 
I  shall  have  a  great  deal  to  say  upon  the 
matter.  It  is  a  veiy  serious  question  if  any 
part  of  a  district  where  there  is  a  sparse  popu- 
lation is  to  cut  itself  off  simply  because  the 
people  think  that  if  they  were  constituted  a 
separate  district  they  would  be  more  cheaply 
rated.  That  is  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimate  appears  to  think  is  the  right 
thing,  for  he  argues  that  the  amount  required 
for  each  portion  of  a  district  must  be  levied  on 
that  portion.  In  this  case  the  Board  has  gone 
fairly  into  the  expenses  and  calculated  the  due 
amount  which  the  Waimate  County  should 
pay ;  and  on  that  Board  there  are  three  mem- 
bers from  Timaru,  two  from  the  Mackenzie 
County,  and  two  from  the  Waimate  County. 
Then,  tlie  honourable  gentleman  lays  great 
stress  upon  the  petitions  which  he  presents  to 
this  House.  I  can  quite  uudcrstand  why  rate- 
payers should  very  anxiously  desire — I  am  not 
speaking  of  the  ratepayers  of  Waimate  ;  I  am 
speaking  of  the  Pareora  district,  where  one 
estate  comprises  forty  thousand  acres — I  can 
quite  understand  that  these  people  should  be 
very  anxious  to  ally  themselves  to  a  portion  of 
the  district  where  the  rates  would  bo  very  light. 
The  Bill  is,  I  think,  a  most  dangerous  one,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  its 
second  reading.  I  will  not  waste  the  time  of 
the  House.  If  a  division  is  to  be  taken  I  think 
it  should  be  taken  at  once,  and  if  the  Bill  gets 
into  Committee  tiicre  are  many  facts  I  shall 
lay  before  the  Committee  concerning  .this 
matter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Although  this  Bill  affects 
rety  closely  the  district  I  represent,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  oppose  it.  I  recognise  that 
the  Manawatu  is  a  very  largo  district,  and  that 
accidents  are  frequent  there,  and  I  know  it  is  a 
great  hardship  to  patients  to  be  sent  a  long 
distance  by  rail.  With  regard  to  Waimate, 
there  is  this  to  be  said :  tliat  there  is  a  hospital 
in  that  district, — one  of  the  very  finest  in  the 
colony, — ^ready  for  the  reception  of  patients. 
Now  that  hospital  is  closed,  and  is  entirely 
useless 

Major  STEWARD.— No. 

Mr.  -BALLANCE.— Well,  they  are  going  to 
close  it,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  hard- 
ship that  so  fine  a  building,  erected  at  so  great 
an  expense,  should  be  closed  at  the  present 
time.  But  my  reason  for  supporting  the  Bill 
is  of  a  broader  character.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  we  ought  to  approach  to  a  system  of 
cottage-hospitals,  and  that  there  should  be  a 

spital  in  every  considerable  centre  of  popu- 


lation. But  I  am  in  favour  of  the  Bill  also 
because  it  is  in  the  direction  of  conferring  upon 
local  districts  and  communities  a  larger  share 
of  self-government.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  present  rating  system  will  continue.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  hospital  and  charitable* 
aid  system  should  rest  entirely  upon  a  volun- 
tary basis,  supported,  of  course,  by  grants  in 
aid  from  the  Legislature;  but  that  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  rate  is  only  a  temporary  evil, 
which  must  ultimately  disappear.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  economy,  I  admit  that  to  a 
certain  extent  a  large  hospital  in  a  largo  centre 
of  population  may  be  conducted  at  less  ex- 
pense than  can  a  number  of  small  hospitals 
distributed  over  the  district.  But  the  question 
of  economy  is  not  the  only  question  that  must 
be  considered  in  this  case.  We  must  consider 
the  position  of  the  patients  ;  we  must  consider 
the  active  interest  of  the  community  in  the 
welfare  of  the  patients,  and,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimate  put  it,  the  proximity  of 
relations  and  friends  of  the  patients  to  the 
places  where  they  are  receiving  treatment* 
All  these  questions  come  before  us  for  con* 
sideration,  as  well  as  the  question  of  economy. 
With  regard  to  the  Manawatu  Hospital,  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  Manawatu  and  Oroua 
Counties  are  sufficiently  strong  to  support  in  a 
proper  manner  a  hospital  in  Manawatu,  but 
that  is  their  responsibility.  They  are  prepared 
to  undertake  the  obligation  of  supporting  a  hos- 
pital,  and  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that  they 
are  unable  to  perform  what  they  are  prepared  to 
venture  to  do.  With  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Board  at  Wanganui,  I  do  not  know  what  the 
opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Board  is,  but  I 
understand  a  number  of  the  members  are  op- 
posed to  the  Bill  because  it  might  entail  upon 
them  a  little  larger  share  of  taxation.  That 
consideration,  however,  in  my  opinion,  is  in- 
finitely small  compared  with  the  larger  con- 
siderations I  have  put  before  the  House.  For 
these  reasons  I  am  prepared  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  think  there  should  bo  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  Government  with  regard  to  the  mea- 
sure. There  is  no  doubt  the  Bill  contains  a 
wide  and  far-reaching  principle.  Are  we  to  go 
on  cutting  up  the  districts  into  small  districts, 
or  are  we  to  have  large  districts  ?  We  should 
have  from  the  Government  some  expression  of 
opinion  upon  so  important  a  question. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— I  hope  the  Bill  will  not  be 
read  a  second  time,  because  I  think  it  intro- 
duces a  very  dangerous  principle.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton  supports  the  Bill 
OS  a  development  of  the  principle  of  local 
government ;  and  he  was  supported  in  that  by 
the  last  speaker.  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
there  is  a  fallacy  at  the  bottom  of  their  argu- 
ment. We  should  have  local  government  in 
matters  that  are  really  local ;  but  is  it  true  that 
the  relief  of  distressed  persons,  who  are  not 
necessarily  confined  in  their  movements  to  one 
particular  district,  but  are  constantly  moving 
from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another,  is  a 
strictly  local  question  ?  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  so.    I  go  with  honourable  members  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


120      Hospitals  and  Charitable       [HOUSE.]         InstitiUiom  BiU.  [Nov.  2 


the  farthest  possible  extent  in  desiring  to  en- 
•courage  local  govemment,  but  in  this  case  I 
conceive  that  the  effect  of  reducing  the  size  of 
the  districts  would  often  lead  to  the  burden  of 
the  relief  of  distress  being  thrown  upon  dis- 
tricts to  which  it  did  not  properly  belong.    The 
tendency  of  persons  out  of  employment  and  in 
distress,  at  any  rate  in  the  part  of  the  colony 
in  which  I  reside,  is  to  gravitate  towards  the 
towns,  and  when  there  they  apply  to  the  Chari- 
table Aid  Board  for  relief.    I  think,  therefore, 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  very  unfair  division  of 
burdens  if  the  districts  should  be  cut  up  as  pro- 
posed.    I  have  taken  great  interest   in  this 
question.    I  introduced  more  than  once  a  Bill 
which  is  really  the  basis  of  the  present  law  for 
the  administration  of  charitable  aid,  and  full 
consideration  of  the  question  has  led  me  to 
believe  tliat  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  cbaritable-aid  districts  should  be  as  large 
AS  possible.    The  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
burton  alleges  that  his  district  has  considerable 
difficulty  in  being  represented  on  the  Board  in 
Ohristchurch.    That  may  be  so;  but  does  not 
the  remark  apply  to  other  portions  of  North 
Canterbury  ?    Does  it  not  apply  to  the  District 
of    Akaroa,    to    Cheviot,    to    Oxford,    and    to 
my  own  district  of  Selwyn  ?    I  say  it  does, 
and,  if  the  honourable  member  carries   this 
division,  not  two  or  three  but  twenty  or  thirty 
districts  could  show  quite  as  good  a  case  for 
being  separated  as  can  those  that  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill  now  before  us.    I  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  that  this  is  a  large  and  im- 
portant question.    It  opens  out  very  large  con- 
fiiderations,  it  will  lead  to  further  changes,  and 
for  that  reason  I  do  not  think  the  House  should 
deal  with  a  question  of  this  kind  upon  the  mere 
proposal  of  a  private  member.    We  ought  to 
have  full  information  before  us ;  we  ought  to 
have  official  information.    We  ought  to  have 
information    from   an   impartial    source,    not 
merely  from  the  representative  of  a  locality  to 
which  it  might  be  convenient  to  be  separated 
from  an  existing  charitable  -  aid  district.     I 
agree  with  the  last  speaker  that  a  measure  of 
t^is  kind  should  come  from  the  Government, 
and  until  the  Government  can  see  their  way  to 
deal  with  it  I  think  we  should  hold  our  hand. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  Bill,  because  its  ten- 
dency is  in  a  dangerous  direction.    It  appears 
to  me  that,  carried  out  to  its  logical  result,  it 
will  lead  to  a  very  large  subdivision  of  the  chari- 
table-aid districts,  and  that  many  of  those  dis- 
tricts will  be  burdened  with  the  relief  of  distress 
which  did  not  originate  there.    It  is  in  a  con- 
trary direction  from  that  in  which  I  think  we 
should  be  travelling,  and,  at  any  rate,  we  should 
not  deal  with  the  subject  until  the  Government 
tiiemselves  come  down  with  official  information 
upon  it. 

Mr.  WILSON. — As  representing  a  part  of  the 
Manawatu  District  interested  in  the  Bill,  I 
should  like  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  The  Manawatu  County  Council, 
when  they  first  heard  of  the  part  relating  to 
their  county,  were  not  in  favour  of  it ;  but  since 
then  they  have  held  a  meeting,  when  the  mat- 
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ter  was  fully  explained  to  them,  and  they  axe 
now  in  favour  of  the  Bill  passing.  As  they 
represent  public  feeling  in  the  matter  I  shall 
certainly  support  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— I  shall  certainly  oppose  the 
second   reading   of   the   Bill.      I    think    the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  has  put  the 
matter  fairly  and  honestly  before  this  House; 
and  I  was  glad  to  see  him  take  up  that  position, 
because  it  is  generaUy  supposed  that  those 
gentlemen  who  may  have  large    estates  are 
opposed  to  paying  their  fair  share  towards  the 
relief  of  the  distress  of  the  country,  which,  as 
the  honourable  member  has  said,  gravitates  to 
the  towns.    I  am  very  glad  to  find  to-night 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  talkes 
a  different  course  from  that.    And  I  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Timaru.    I  think  he  used  arguments  which 
ought  to  convince  all  reasonable-minded  men 
that  this    Bill    is    not    needed    at    the   pre- 
sent time,  and  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  is 
simply  to  shunt  liabilities  from  those  who  can 
well  afford  to  pay  on  to  those  who  cannot. 
Now,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
Waimate  Hospital  being  closed.    I  understand 
from  the  speech  of  one  honourable  member 
that  it  is  not  wanted  there;  and  if  the  hos- 
pital is  not    wanted   it   can  be    used   for   a 
school,  or  for  anything  of  that  kind.    I  trust 
that,  if  this  matter  is  to  be  dealt  with  at  all, 
it  will  be  dealt  with  by  the  Government  in  a 
comprehensive  manner,  and  not  by  two  or  three 
members  meeting  together  and  concocting  little 
Bills,  and  framing  measures  of  this  kind,  just 
in  the  interests  of  one  or  two  places.    Let  as 
have  a  general  and  comprehensive  Bill  apply- 
ing to  the  whole  colony,  and  not  this  piecemeal 
legislation  we  are  having  session  after  session  ; 
because  it  is  simply  wasting  time.    One  sessioa 
we  are  passing  a  Bill,  the  following  session  we 
are  amending  it,  and  so  on ;  and  in  the  course 
of  years  we  have  a  consolidating  measure,  and 
after  the  consolidating  Act  has  been  passed  we 
begin  amending  afresh.    I  shall  vole  against 
the  second  reading,  and  hope  the  Bill  will  be 
at  once  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Iquite  agree  with  the  honour- 
member  for  Wanganui  that  this  is  a  subject  on 
which  the  Government  ought  to  take  a  stand. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  re- 
member that  this  Bill  was  only  distributed  this 
morning,  and  that  the  Government  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  considering  the  Bill  together. 
With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  think  it  is  per- 
fectly right,  if  honourable  members  think  they 
have  a  grievance,  to  allow  them  an  opportunity 
of  placing  their  grievance  before  the  House. 
I  may  state  that  I  arranged  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manawatu  that,  if  he  got  the 
second  reading  of  his  Bill  to-day,  the  Govern- 
ment would  ask  him  to  give  them  plenty  of 
time  to  consider  the  measure  between  the 
second  reading  and  the  committal.  We  recog- 
nise that  a  very  serious  principle  is  contoiued 
in  the  Bill,  and  we  consider,  at  least  so  far  as 
we  have  gone,  that  it  is  not  advisable  that 
these  districts  should  be  cut  up  into  too  small 
areas.    But,  at  the  same  time,  we  recognise 
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also  that  the  statements  ^hich  have  been  made  | 
disclose  a  grievance  on  the  part  of  sparsely- 
populated  portions  of  the  country ;  and  it  will 
De  my  endeavour,  if  the  second  reading  should 
be  carried,  to  have  clauses  so  framed  that,  while 
they  allow  districts  to  remain  intact,  provision 
will  be  made  which  wiU  permit  the  more 
sparsely  populated  parts  of  districts  to  be 
better  represented  and  to  have  more  of  their 
own  way.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  when  he  states  that 
there  ought  to  be  in  the  principal  centres 
something  like  cottage-hospitals ;  but  I  submit 
that  these  must  be  only  auxiliary  to  other  in- 
stitutions, where  diseases  of  a  more  complicated 
nature  can  be  treated.  The  Government  will 
not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but 
they  reserve  to  themselves  the  full  right  to 
oppose  it  on  the  committal,  if,  in  the  mean- 
time, they  should  find  that  the  cutting-up  of 
the  districts  as  proposed  is  not  advisable,  and 
they  will  reserve  the  right  to  propose  clauses  on 
the  lines  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  MAECHANT.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Secretary  whether  his  remarks  point 
to  difierential  rating ;  and,  if  so,  whether  that 
rating  is  to  be  confined  to  these  three  particu- 
lar hospital  districts. 

Mr.  H1SL0P.--I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  ask  me  to  explain 
what  I  have  not  thought  out  yet. 

Mr.  JONES. — I  consider  it  my  duty,  on 
broad  grounds,  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  I  consider  that  the  Act  has  not  yet 
been  in  force  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
enable  the  House  to  thoroughly  go  into  the 
question  of  making  alterations  in  the  present 
boundaries.  It  has  barely  been  in  operation 
for  two  years.  During  the  period  of  its  exist- 
ence I  have  been  very  actively  engaged  in 
working  out  the  clauses  of  this  Act,  and  what  I 
think  is  that  it  has  worked  well  in  a  district 
which  contains,  I  believe,  one-fifth  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  colony  and  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
population.  That  district  extends  from  the 
Kaikouras  to  Bangitata.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  to  find,  from  the  tenor  of  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton,  that 
there  is  recJly  no  ground  for  complaint  against 
the  united  Ash  burton  and  Canterbury  Boards. 
The  only  ground  of  objection  is  simply  a  local 
sentimental  one.  He  does  not  allege  any  real 
ground  of  complaint  at  all.  I  cun  very  glad  of 
that,  because,  to  my  mind,  it  speaks  volumes 
for  the  very  careful  way  in  which  the  charitable- 
aid  work  of  that  largo  district  has  been  ad- 
ministered from  the  commencement  to  the 
present  day.  I  think  that  a  little  of  our  ex- 
perience would  be  of  some  service  to  our  friends 
in  South  Canterbury.  In  North  Canterbury  it 
has  been  a  leading  object  of  the  Central  Board 
to  induce  every  one  of  its  local  bodies,  and 
every  member  of  its  local  bodies,  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
The  endeavour  has  been  to  induce  the  local 
bodies  to  look  into  their  own  local  cases,  and  to 
induce  every  member  to  take  an  interest  in 
xepcrting  on  the  cases  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts.    This  system  has  worked  out  so  ad- 


mirably that  we  have  really  no  friction,  or 
very  little  friction,  in  the  district;   and  we 
are  managing  very  large  institutions,  such  as 
the  Orphanage  in  Lyttelton,  the  Old  Men's 
Home    at     Ashburton,     and     several     other 
important  institutions  ;  but    we   are  working 
them  through  the  assistance  of  the  local  bodies 
and  conmiittees,  which  have  full  powers  to 
deal  with  the  cases  which  they  report  upon  to 
the  Board.    The  result  is  that  we  are  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  in  a  manner 
which  is  so  satisfactory  to  the  district  as  a 
whole     that  we   have    no    complaint    lodged 
against  its  administration.     Now,  I  think,  if 
our  friends  in  South  Canterbury  were  to  adopt 
a  similar  plan,  and  make  the  working-out  of 
the  details  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  members 
of  local  bodies,  a  great  deal  of  the  unpleascmt- 
ness  and  friction  that  is  now  noticed  would  be 
obviated.    The  point  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
there  should  be  local  hospitals  in  every  portion 
of  the  district,  is  in  our  district  fully  carried 
out.    In  Akaroa  we  have  the  cottage-hospital 
system  working  satisfactorily.     In  Lyttelton 
the  casual  wards  are  working  satisfactorily.   In 
other  parts  of  the  district  we  have  cottage- 
hospitals  ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  there  should 
be  the  slightest  difficulty,  in  the  case  of  the 
Manawatu  District,  in  oaorrying  out  a  similar 
plan  without  breaking  up  the  district.    The 
complaint,  which  I  gather  to  be  a  serious  one, 
is  that  sometimes  men  have  to    be  removed 
eighty  miles  to  the  hospital.    Such  a  state  of 
things  would  not  exist  if  provision  were  made 
for  cottage  -  hospitals.     That  seems  to  be  a 
grievance  which    could    be  removed  without 
going  to  the  extreme  proposed  by  this  measure- 
I  cannot  think  that  there  has  been  a  case  made 
out  for  interfering  with  what  is  really  a  very 
great   principle.    The    principle    that    should 
govern  this  business  is  that  the  charitable  in- 
stitutions of  this  country  are  such  that  they 
should  be  maintained  by  the  funds  of  the  whole 
country.    I  consider  that  districts  should  be  as 
large  as  they  can  be  made,  as  long  as  they  can 
be  properly  managed ;  and  in  the  case  of  the 
very  large  district  with  which  I  am  connected 
I  consider  that  the  Act  is  being  satisfactorily 
carriod  out.    That  being  so,  I  conceive  that  the 
Act  can  be  successfully  carried  out  elsewhere. 
The  matter  is  generally  of  such  great  import- 
ance   that,    as    the    honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  has  said,  whenever  the  time  comes  for 
introducing  another  Act  it  should  be  taken  in 
hand  by  the  Government,  and  I  think  it  is  pre- 
mature to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  piecemeal 
kind  of  way  until  we  have  had  several  years' 
experience  in  working  the  present  Act.    The 
Act  will  be  in  operation  two  years  and  three 
months  by  the  Slst  March  next,  and  by  that 
time  the  Government  will  derive  information 
from  the  working  of  this  Act  which  will  be  of 
real  utility  to  them,  and  if  any  alterations  are 
necessary  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  propose  them.     Until  then  I  think  it  is 
better  to  leave  matters  as  they  are.    Holding 
these  views,  I  shall  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 
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Mr.  BUXTON.— I  shall  certainly  vote  in 
favour  of  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I 
happen  to  he  one  of  those  men,  fortunate  or 
unfortunate,  who  cannot  do  wrong.  If  I  vote 
for  this  Bill  I  shall  be  right,  I  know,  with  one 
half  of  my  constituency,  and  I  shall  be  wrong 
with  the  other.  I  happen  to  be  between  two 
fires :  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  at  all  afraid 
of  being  injured.  I  am  certainly  in  favour  of 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  think 
it  would  then  have,  in  Committee,  a  fair  pro- 
spect of  being  properly  dealt  with.  As  regards 
the  charitable  aid,  I  consider  that  the  districts 
would  be  considerably  better  if  they  were  in 
smaller  areas.  As  to  the  large  towns  having 
the  protection  of  the  needy  poor,  I  differ  from 
a  great  many  honourable  gentlemen  concerning 
this.  I  happen  to  live  in  an  outlying  district, 
where  I  find  that  the  needy  poor  very  often 
visit  my  home,  and  I  have  to  relieve  them  for 
the  night,  and  I  find  that  on  an  average  many 
of  the  outlying  districts  are  visited  by  from  ten 
to  twenty  of  these  helpless  poor  every  night. 
This  is  a  heavy  tax  in  itself,  and  they  have 
to  add  their  part  to  the  general  fund  of  the 
charitable  aid  in  the  large  towns.  As  regards 
the  hospital  institutions  of  Ashburton  and 
Waimate,  I  think  they  are  both  right,  but  I 
certainly  cannot  vote  for  both  and  do  right  to 
my  constituents.  However,  I  shall  be  in  favour 
of  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  then, 
after  it  has  been  in  Committee,  I  shall  use  my 
judgment  as  to  which  way  I  shall  vote  ulti- 
mately. I  might  vote  both  ways,  and  then  I 
might  not  be  far  wrong,  perhaps.  One  part  of 
my  district  calls  out  for  severance  and  the 
other  for  non-severance.  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  do  not  see  how  I  can 
very  well  vote  either  way  on  this  Bill.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  single  ^laori  in  any  one  of 
the  hospitals  in  Now  Zealand,  because  I  do  not 
think  the  Mskoris  like  to  go  to  those  hospitals. 
I  know,  myself,  that  many  IMoori  patients  who 
were  in  the  Auckland  Hospital  formerly  left  it, 
only  to  die  outside.  I  could  not  give  my  vote 
either  way  on  this  Bill,  because,  in  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Native  Muiistcr  the  other  day,  one 
chief  told  him  that  the  laws  passed  by  this 
Parliament  are  like  iudiarubbor,  and  he  says 
the  Government  can  pull  them  either  way  as 
they  like.  Therefore  1  do  not  know  which  way 
I  could  vote  on  this  Bill. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.-.I  gavo  notice  to-day 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Hospitals  and  Chari- 
table Institutions  Act,  and  if  this  Bill  were 
now  going  into  Committee  it  would  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  moving  ray  amendment.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  shall  lose  that  opportunity — at 
least,  I  hope  so,  because  I  shall  be  constrained 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I 
oppose  it  because  I  think  it  would  be  establish- 
ing a  very  dangerous  principle  to  subdivide  the 
districts  to  too  great  an  extent,  and  if  we  once 
begin  it  we  do  not  know  where  it  will  end. 
I  am  old  enough  to  recollect  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  present  poor-law  system  in  Eng- 
land fifty  years  ago,  and  to  know  that,  before 
that,  subdivision  was  carried  to  such  an  extent 


that  some  parishes  altogether  escaped  what 
burdens  they  should  have  justly  borne,  while 
others  were  completely  ruined  by  the  heavy 
charges  they  were  consequently  made  to  bear. 
To  subdivide  the  districts  to  too  great  an  extent- 
would  have  the  same  tendency  here.  I  have 
had  some  little  experience  as  a  member  of  the 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid  Board  of  South- 
land, and  I  know  that  this  sort  of  thing  cata 
both  ways.  The  original  Act  of  1885  gave  the 
Board  power  to  constitute  separate  rating-dis- 
tricts, and  under  this  power  our  Board  thought 
fit  to  tax  a  certain  portion  of  the  district  un- 
duly, and  to  thereby  impose  on  it  an  unjust 
burden.  I  opposed  that  as  unjust  and  un- 
generous, but  it  was  carried;  but  since  then 
the  Act  has  been  amended,  and  anything  of 
that  kind  cannot  now  be  done.  I  find  that 
there  are  now  twenty-eight  charitable-aid  dis- 
tricts in  the  colony,  and  I  think  that  shows 
a  tolerable  approximation  to  a  proper  area, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  to  weaken 
the  system  by  reducing  the  area.  I  have 
all  along  thought  that,  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  local  bodies  under  this 
system,  it  would  have  been  much  better  ta 
have  so  reformed  our  system  of  local  govern- 
ment as  to  be  able  to  devolve  the  duties 
under  the  Act  on  local  bodies  having  other 
duties.  But  that  has  not  been  done,  and  I  now 
think  that  only  in  comparatively  few  cases 
would  it  be  well  to  devolve  the  duties  under  the 
Act  on  the  County  Councils.  In  my  part  of 
the  colony  there  are  the  two  large  counties  of 
Wallace  and  Southland,  and  I  think  it  might 
do  to  devolve  the  duties  under  the  Act  on  the 
Councils  of  those  counties ;  but  still  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  a  beginning  of  breaking  into  the 
present  system,  and  tlierefore  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
Now,  as  to  any  disabilities  under  which  dis- 
tricts might  lie  as  regards  their  own  local 
hospitals,  I  am  not  aware  of  where  any  such 
difficulties  exist.  There  is  always  the  power 
to  have  any  institution  incorporated  as  a  sepa- 
rate institution,  as  has  been  done  in  my  part 
of  the  colony,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  their 
being  extinguished  by  the  Board,  so  there 
is  no  danger  on  that  score;  and,  so  far 
from  wisliing  in  any  way  to  suppress  them, 
I  think  it  is  highly  desirable  to  encourage 
small  hospitals.  In  my  own  district  I  do 
all  I  can  to  assist  in  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  small  hospitals.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  by  those  gentlemen  who  are 
desirous  of  this  change  that  they  are  scarcely 
acting  fairly,  because  if  they  succeed,  while 
they  will  undoubtedly  relieve  themselves  of 
some  amount  of  rating,  they  will  throw  a  con- 
siderable additional  burden  on  other  people. 
Those  people  have  to  pay  a  very  heavy  charge 
for  the  larger  hospital  at  Timaru,  where  there 
is  a  more  efficient  medical  staff,  at  any  rate 
a  larger  one,  than  there  can  be  in  a  small  hos- 
pital, so  that  patients  there  can  get  much  more 
assistance  than  they  could  in  a  small  hospital 
where  there  is  only  one  medical  man.  "With- 
out  detaining  the  House  any  longer,  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  quite  concur  in  the  views  expressed 
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1]^  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  and  I 
thmk  I  have  said  enough  to  warrant  the  vote 
I  shall  give.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  hospital 
and  ohaiitable-aid  districts  broken  up  small, 
becanse  I  think  they  might  be  utilised  not  only 
for  that  purpose  but  as  local-government  dis- 
tricts in  other  respects,  and  that  the  same  dis- 
triots  might  be  so  organized  that  not  only  the 
hospital  and  charitable -aid  duties  but  other 
duties  might  be  devolved  upon  them. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  not  be  frightened  by  a  bogey  of  the 
dangers  of  subdivision  of  districts,  but  we 
should  endeavour  to  look  at  the  facts  and  see 
whether  those  facts  justify  the  establishment 
of  a  hospital  in  the  Manawatu-Oroua  District 
or  not.  If  the  facts  do  justify  that,  let  us  see 
why  the  demand  should  not  be  granted.  As 
far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  hospital  between 
Wanganui  on  the  north  and  Wellington  on 
the  south,  a  distance  of  nine  hours  by  rail 
one  from  the  other  ;  and  on  the  east  the 
nearest  hospital  is  at  Waipukurau,  which  is 
also  nine  hours  distant.  There  ore  large  public 
works  carried  on  in  the  district,  at  which  the 
men  are  liable  to  accidents.  If  it  is  desirable 
that  these  men  should  be  treated  properly  in 
ca^e  of  injury,  should  they  not  be  treated  in 
a  local  hospital,  instead  of  being  taken  long 
distances  away?  On  account  of  tbe  large 
number  of  men  engaged  on  public  works  in 
the  district,  if  a  separate  hospital  is  to  be 
established  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 
Why  should  not  hospitals  be  managed  by  the 
people  directly  interested  in  their  good  and 
economical  management  ?  I  cannot  see  that 
there  is  anything  to  be  said  against  it;  and 
therefore  say,  let  us  assent  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  It  is  true  that  under  the 
existing  Act  a  ** separate  institution"  can  be 
established.  There  is  a  "  separate  institution  " 
in  my  own  district:  but  I  realise  fully  that 
eveiy  "  separate  institution  "  has  not  the  same 
advantages  that  hospitals  which  are  not 
"  separate  institutions  "  have.  Now,  the  Napier 
Hospital  is  managed  very  efficiently,  I  believe, 
as  a  separate  institution— in  fact,  wo  are 
proud  to  think  it  is  managed  more  economi- 
cally than,  and  at  least  as  efficiently  as,  any 
hospital  in  the  colony.  But  tho  District  Board 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  management  of  that 
hospital,  and  the  trustees  can  call  on  the 
District  Board  for  whatever  funds  it  wants, 
and,  if  at  any  timo  tbe  trustees  elected  hap- 
pen to  be  incompetent  and  extravagant  people, 
very  great  hardship  might  be  felt  on  that 
account:  they  would  have  the  right,  though 
almost  irresponsible  persons,  to  levy  rates  in  the 
spending  of  which  those  who  contributed  them 
would  have  practically  no  control.  Though 
nothing  of  that  kind  has  happened,  or  is  likely 
to  happen,  still  there  is  always  the  possibility  ; 
and,  ^lat  being  so,  it  is  surely  wise  to  so 
arrange  matters  that  those  who  have  to  pro- 
vide the  rates  can  be  directly  represented  and 
engaged  in  their  proper  and  economical  ex- 
penditure. The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
and  other  speakers  fell  into  the  mistake  of 
supposing  that  by  dividing  a  district  you  will 
J>r,  Hodgkvnson 


place  the  entire  responsibility  and  expense  on 
the  hospitals  in  centres  of  population,  and 
relieve  the  outlying  districts  wholly.  But  they 
overlook  the  fact  that,  if  in  any  hospital  there 
should  be  a  patient  who  has  lived  during  the 
preceding  six  months  in  a  district  other  than 
that  in  which  the  hospital  is  situated,  the 
cost  of  hi^  maintenance  and  treatment  can 
be  charged  to  such  other  district:  and  that  is  a 
very  great  safeguard.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
facts  go  to  show  that  it  is  desirable  a  hospital 
should  be  established  in  the  Manawatu-Oroua 
district,  and  that  its  management  should  be 
left  to  those  who  would  be  directly  interested 
in  that  management  being  efficient  and  eco^ 
nomioal,  in  order  to  the  keeping-down  of  the 
rates  for  hospital  and  charitable-aid  purposes. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  intend  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
allow  it  to  go  into  Committee,  where,  no  doubt, 
it  can  be  improved  to  some  extent.  I  take  this 
course  because  I  have  great  sympathy  with  the 
case  of  the  hc^pital  at  Waimate  as  stated  by 
the  honourable  member  representing  that  dis* 
trict.  They  have  an  admirable  hospital  there, 
well  equipped,  and  capable  of  being  very 
economically  managed,  and  of  serving  the  re- 
quirements of  a  very  large  district.  It  seems 
there  is  some  danger  of  this  hospital  going  to 
the  wall  on  account  of  the  great  drain  on  the 
district  for  the  central  hospital  at  Timaru ;  and 
I  think  it  desirable  to  take  steps  to  establish 
the  Waimate  Hospital  on  an  independent  foot- 
ing, and  that  there  should  be  a  separate  rating- 
district.  I  therefore  support  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MAGARTHUR.— Sir,  I  will  only  take  a 
few  minutes  in  replying,  as  some  of  the  points 
urged  against  the  Bill  have  been  met  by  other 
speakers,  and  there  ore  other  Bills  to  come 
on  after  this.  Tho  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  dealt  with  one  or  two  objec- 
tions raised,  and  I  need  not  go  over  the  same 
ground.  As  to  the  matter  of  separate  institu- 
tions referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace,  I  may  say  that  the  provisions  in 
respect  to  separate  institutions  in  the  Act  I 
consider  its  greatest  defect.  That  part  of  the 
Act  gives  power  to  a  few  people  who  may 
subscribe  £100  to  levy  on  tbe  ratepayers  of  a 
district  a  heavy  charge,  in  tho  administration 
of  which  those  who  provide  the  money  have  no 
voice,  or  practically  none.  TH&y  have  some 
representation  through  the  local  bodies,  no 
doubt;  but  the  trustees  elected  by  the  local 
bodies  are  in  a  small  minority,  and  are  far 
outnumbered  by  the  trustees  elected  by  the 
subscribers.  The  subscribers  of  £100  can  there- 
fore have  the  irresponsible  control  of  £1,000 
paid  by  the  ratepayers.  So  wrong  is  this  felt 
to  be  in  the  district  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  that  wc  would  rather  things  should 
remain  as  they  are  than  have  a  separate  insti- 
tution. I  have  to  thank  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  for  stating  the  broad  grounds 
on  which  he  is  prepared  to  deal  with  this  part 
of  the  subject  and  with  the  whole  question 
when  it  comes  up  on  proposals  to  amend  the 
present  law.     I  may  say,  in  answer  to  one 
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point  the  honoarable  gentleman  caised,  that 
we  do  not  propose  to  spend  on  the  suggested 
Manawatu  Hospital  more  than  the  amoont  of 
our  present  contribntion  to  the  Wanganni 
Hospital :  it  is  supposed  that  will  be  sufficient 
to  maintain  the  new  hospital.  We  propose  to 
make  the  hospital  of  about  the  same  size  as 
the  Masterton  Hospital,  and  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance would  be  about  the  same :  and  both  the 
late  and  present  Inspectors  have  stated  that 
hospital  to  be  a  model  small  hospital  in  the 
matter  of  economy  and  good  management.  If 
we  can  do  as  well  as  Masterton  we  shall  cer- 
tainly be  doing  a  very  good  work  most  economi- 
oally.  The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  raised 
two  main  objections,  but  they  are  objections  to 
the  general  principle.  One  was  that  people 
travelling  from  one  district  to  another  might 
congregate  in  some  particular  district  and  by 
so  doing  throw  great  burdens  on  the  resources 
of  that  district,  which  would  have  to  be  unfairly 
borne  by  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
was  not  in  the  House  when  the  main  Bill  was 
debated,  so  that  he  might  not  have  known  of 
tiie  clause  to  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  referred— the  74th  clause — which 
gives  power  to  any  District  Board  to  remedy 
that  evil  if  it  should  happen  to  occur.  They 
have  power  to  recover  against  the  Board  of  the 
district  from  which  these  people  might  have 
come :  so  that  that  objection,  I  think,  has  veiy 
little  weight.  Another  objection  was  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  and  a  good 
many  other  members  who  have  spoken  against 
the  Bill.  It  is  a  general  opinion,  held  bv  many 
who  have  not  studied  the  question  closely,  that 
the  tendency  is  for  people  to  gravitate  to  the 
centres  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  country 
districts  wish  to  be  relieved  of  maintaining  the 
poor.  The  honourable  member  for  Rangitata 
dealt  with  that  point,  and  showed  that  it  was 
not  the  case  in  his  district ;  nor  do  I  believe  it 
is  the  case  in  any  other  district  in  the  colony. 
No  doubt,  when  the  General  Government  were 
contributing  large  sums  of  money  to  the  insti- 
tutions in  the  large  towns,  it  was  only  natural 
that  those  who  wanted  charitable  aid  gravitated 
to  those  centres ;  but  since  the  present  Act  has 
been  in  operation,  and  charitable  aid  has  been 
distributed  locally,  no  such  inducement  is  held 
out  to  the  poor  to  gravitate  towajrds  the  largo 
towns,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  now  lakes  place,  except  in  the  case  of 
those  impostors  who  go  to  the  Central  Boards 
to  practise  their  imposition.  I  hope  and  I 
believe  that  the  Bill  will  be  read  a  second 
time.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  parts  of  the 
Bill  which  can  be  amended  in  Committee.  I 
am  sorry  that,  from  want  of  local  knowledge,  I 
am  unable  to  deal  with  the  objections  raised  to 
clauses  8  and  4,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  honour- 
able members  interested  in  those  clauses  will 
do  so  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee. 
The  House  divided. 

Ay£S,  47. 
Anderson  Beetham  Buxton 

Atkinson  Bruce  Oowan 

Ballance  Buchanan         Dodson 

Ifr,  Macarthur 


Duncan 

Kerr 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Feldwick 

Lance 

Taipua 

Fisher 

Levestam 

Taiwhanga 

Fish 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Tanner 

Fitchett 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mills 

Walkfff 

Grimmond 

Moat 

Ward 

Hiftlop 

Monk 

Whyte 

Hobbs 

Peacock 

Wilson 

Hutchison 

Boss 

Withy. 

Jackson 

Bussell 

Tellert. 

Joyce 

Seymour 

Macarthur 

Kelly 

Smith 

Noes,  24. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Allen 

Marchant 

Richardson,  G, 

Barron 

Mitchelson 

S.-Menteath 

Blake 

0*Gallaghan 

Taylor 

Fraser 

Ormont 

Thompson,  T. 

Goldie 

Parata 

Valentine. 

Hall 

Perceval 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Jones 

Hodgkinson 

Richardson,  E 

.  Tumbnll. 

Loughrey 

Pubs. 

For, 

AgaiHMt, 

Guinness                      Khodes 

Pyke 

McGregor 

Beeves, 

R.  H.  J.          Moss. 

Majority  for,  28. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY. —  Sir,  I  beg  to  move   the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
regulate  the  Admission  of  Persons  to  practise 
in  Courts  of  Law."    This  is  a  measure  well 
known  to  this  House.    It  has  been  before  it  for 
some  years,  and  it  now  appears  in  an  altered 
form.    Hitherto  I  have  endeavoured  to  get  two 
provisions  made  in  this  measure.   The  first  waa 
to  allow  any  person  to  be  admitted  to  the  Har 
upon   passing   such   an    examination   in    law 
as  the  Judges  might  prescribe,  but  to  relieve 
them  from  passing  the  examination  in  what  ia 
called  **  general  knowledge"— a  very  indefinite 
term,  which  I  think  so  obscure  that  irarsona 
cannot  tell  what  such  an  examination  might  be 
construed  to  mean.    There  was  also  a  second 
provision  in  the  Bill,  which  provided  that  any 
individual  may,  in  any  criminal  or  civil  case, 
employ  any  person  to  plead  his  case,  if  the  per> 
son  so  employed  be  of  good  character ;  bat  the 
person  permitted  so  to  plead  could  not  recover 
costs.   For  that  last  provision  there  are  weighty 
reasons,  which  I  will  not  go  into  now,  because 
I  have  been  led  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  get 
that  provision  passed   on    this   occasion.       I- 
thought  it  my  duty  to  forego  what  my  f eelinga 
may  be  as  to  what  should  be  the  law  of  the  land, 
in  order  to  obtain  for  a  laiige  number  of  gentle* 
men  an  immediate  advantage ;  but  I  shall,  in  ai 
future  session,  revert  to  my  original  propooalv 
Now,  I  will  simply  say  to  the  House  on  thi« 
occasion  that  what  I  ask  them  to  enact  to-night 
has  been  the  means  of  giving  America   som^ 
of  its  greatest  men.    Had  it  not  been  for  each 
a  provision  as  I  wish  to  see  introduced  int« 
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New  Zealand  being  in  existence  in  the  United 
States,  President  Lincoln  would  nayer  have 
ooeupied  the  position  that  he  did ;  because  it 
was  in  consequence  of  his  being  able  to  study 
for  the  law  by  his  own  unaided  ability,  without 
nqviiring  any  tutor,  that  he  was  enabled  to  pass 
that  examination  and  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Bcf  of  the  United  States.  In  that  way,  and 
fEom  that  beginning,  he  rose  from  a  humble 
position  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  men  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  General  Sherman,  in  the 
same  way,  was  enabled  to  bring  himself  into 
notice ;  and  General  Grant,  by  a  similar  pro- 
vision in  the  law,  rose  to  be  the  great  man  he 
was ;  and,  to  my  mind,  it  is  intolerable  that  in 
New  Zealand  a  large  mass  of  its  inhabitants 
should  be  shut  out  from  entering  the  Bar 
simply  because  they  have  no  knowledge  of  a 
dead  language — a  language  which  would  be 
abflolately  useless  to  them  in  their  future  life. 
I  think  that  the  House  ought  without  delay 
to  iremove  out  of  the  way  of  her  citizens 
stumbling-blocks  of  that  kind.  You  may  say 
what  you  like  with  reference  to  the  crisis 
such  as  prevails  in  New  Zealand  at  the 
present  moment,  or  you  may  say  what  you 
please  about  desiring  to  see  immigrants  come 
to  our  shores,  but  if  you  do  not  open  to  your 
citizens  the  path  which  leads  io  distinction 
and  fortune,  if  you  do  not  give  to  all  a  fair 
chance  of  advancement,  you  will  never  attract 
people  to  New  Zealand,  and  you  will  never 
make  it  so  great  a  country  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Honoorable  gentlemen  have  heaxd  these  argu- 
ments from  me  before,  and  they  are,  I  believe, 
well  known  throughout  the  country ;  and  I  can 
declare  to  this  House,  from  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  various  parts  of  New  Zealand  I  have 
recently  seen,  that  one  universal  desire  exists, 
I  believe,  throughout  the  colony  that  the  mea- 
sure I  hold  in  my  hand  should  come  into  effect. 
Bverywhere  I  have  found  such  a  desire  to  be 
eodsting,  and  it  seems  to  me  intolerable  that 
a  few  honourable  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
legal  profession  should,  for  so  long  a  time, 
have  kept  this  Bill  from  becoming  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  sometimes  by  means  absolutely 
unfair.  I  say  the  power  intrusted  to  them 
by  their  constituents  for  the  public  good 
oaght  not,  by  such  means,  to  oe  used  to 
promote  their  own  ends  and  to  make  their 
profession  a  close  corporation.  We  have  heard 
about  working-men  banding  together  to  pro- 
tect their  interests.  We  have  heard  language 
levelled  at  them  for  doing  so  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  used ;  but  I  say  never  did  they  band 
themselves  in  a  more  unjust  manner  against 
the  public  interest  than  legal  gentlemen  have  in 
this'House  banded  themselves  together  in  past 
times  to  defeat  this  measure ;  and  I  trust  that 
to-night  I  shall  have  the  happiness  of  seeing, 
without  one  dissentient  voice,  a  measure  so 
eminently  just,  a  measure  so  greatly  desired  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  countiy,  allowed  to  pass 
without  comment  of  an  adverse  kind,  and  with- 
oat  division,  and  in  that  way  become,  without 
longer  delay,  the  law  of  the  land. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  cannot  allow  this  ques- 
tion to  go  to  the  vote  without  saying  a  few 


words,  although  I  can  see  from  what  has  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  in  the  eloquent  address  he  has  de- 
livered that  I  shall  run  the  risk  of  being  de- 
nounced as  a  lawyer  speaking  from  selfish  and 
unworthy  motives;  but,  in  spite  of  that,  I 
must  express  my  views.  It  is  not  in  the  in* 
terests  of  lawyers  as  lawyers  that  I  protest 
against  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I  hold 
liberal  views  in  regard  to  legislation,  and  I 
shall  always  be  anxious  to  support  any  mea« 
sure  truly  liberal ;  but  I  think  that  there  is 
a  point  when  legislation  ceases  to  be  liberal 
and  becomes  profligate,  and  that  point  is, 
in  my  opinion,  reached  by  this  Bill.  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  various  measures 
that  have  facilitated  entrance  to  the  legal 
profession  in  this  colony.  I  think  that  &e 
provisions  that  have  relieved  students  from 
the  necessity  of  articling  then:iselves,  and  from 
the  necessity  of  abstaining  from  other  occupa- 
tions while  studying  for  the  law,  were  wise, 
and  those  measures  would  have  had  my  hearty 
support  had  I  been  in  a  position  in  which  I 
could  give  that  support;  but  I  cannot  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  a  candidate  for  the  Bar 
shall  not  be  required  to  have  done  any  study 
at  all  save  in  the  particular  subjects  by  which 
he  is  to  earn  his  bread-and-butter.  The  effect 
would  be  to  cramp  and  narrow  tiie  barrister, 
and  to  seriously  lower  the  status  of  the  Bax ; 
and  believe  me,  Sir,  it  is  much  easier  to 
lower  the  status  of  the  Bar  than  to  raise 
it  when  once  lowered.  The  object  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckiand  Central,  I 
understand,  is  to  enable  embryo  Grants 
and  Shermans  to  become  lawyers  without 
knowing  anything  of  Latin  grammar;  but 
I  have  yet  to  learn  that  Grant  attained  emi- 
nence as  a  lawyer,  and,  as  for  Sherman,  I  was 
under  the  delusion  that  it  was  his  march 
through  Georgia,  and  not  his  practising  at  the 
Bar,  that  made  him  famous  in  the  United 
States.  But,  treating  the  matter  seriously,  I 
hold  this :  thskt  if  this  Bill  becomes  law  it  will 
not  alone  degrade  the  profession  by  branding  it 
as  void  of  all  literary  culture,  but,  by  narrow- 
ing the  range  of  study,  it  will  do  great  harm 
to  the  young  men  from  whom  the  legal  pro- 
fession must  be  largely  recruited  in  the  future ; 
and,  if  any  honourable  members  here  have 
sons  whom  they  intend  to  make  lawyers,  I 
ask  them  to  consider  seriously  this  aspect  of 
the  question.  One  would  think  there  was  a 
desperate  tyranny  attaching  to  entrance  to 
the  legal  profession,  from  the  strong  terms 
employed  by  the  honourable  gencleman  who 
moved  this  Bill.  What  does  the  present  pro- 
vision of  the  law  mean  ?  It  means  that  before 
a  man  is  allowed  to  sit  down  to  a  purely 
technical  examination  on  subjects  specially 
connected  with  the  profession  he  desires  to 
practise  ho  must  give  some  indication  that  he 
has  been  to  school.  Is  that  a  very  serious  or 
tyrannical  thing  to  ask  ?  To  say  that  he  shall 
be  capable  of  passing  an  examination  for  which 
a  matriculation  examination  may  be  taken  as 
a  substitute  —  is  that  closing  the  path  to 
distinction  and  fortune?     I  say  it  is  absurd 
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to  suggest  such  a  thiog.  If  members  of  this 
House  will  look  at  the  matter  calmly  and 
quietly,  and  apart  from  the  sentimentalism 
which  has  gathered  round  it  largely  from 
the  perfervid  eloquence  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  they  will  see 
that  the  Bill  should  collapse  from  its  own  in- 
herent weakness  and  absurdity.  All  that  is 
required  in  the  way  of  general  knowledge  for 
the  solicitors'  examination  under  the  law  as  it 
now  stands  is  such  knowledge  as  any  sixth- 
form  boy  must  have ;  and  i(  would  degrade 
the  profession  if  it  were  allowed  to  go  forth 
that  we  had  dispensed  with  that  altogether. 
I  admit  that  cases  of  hardship  may  occur,  and 
it  is  these  cases  that  the  Bill  is  really  designed 
to  meet.  But  it  goes  much  too  far.  In  a  colony 
like  this,  under  new  conditions,  it  will  often 
happen  that  men  who  are  long  past  school- 
days, and  have,  perhaps,  tried  one  or  two  other 
occupations,*  turn  to  the  law,  and  under  such 
circumstances  it  may  be  a  hardship  to  compel 
them  to  pass  in  algebra,  Euclid,  and  such 
school  subjects,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  pro- 
vision made  for  relieving  them.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
Bill,  or  submit  to  its  being  read  a  second  time 
this  day  six  months,  and  bring  in  a  measure 
under  which,  say,  three  Judges  shall  have 
power,  in  such  cases,  to  relieve  the  candidate 
horn  passing  a  general-knowledge  examination 
upon  good  cause  shown,  he  would  have  my 
hearty  support. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Do  that  when  this  Bill  is  in 
Gonmiittee. 

Dr.  FXTOHETT.— No.  I  object  to  the  as- 
sertion of  the  principle  that  nothing  but  tech- 
nical knowledge  is  required,  though  I  am 
prepared  to  grant  the  concession  I  speak  of  to 
those  who  could  satisfy  the  Judges  that  they 
possessed  some  equivalent  general  culture.  The 
honourable  member  says  that  the  term  <*  general 
knowledge  "  is  so  vague  and  indefinite  that  it 
is  hard  to  know  what  it  means.  It  may  be 
vague  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  it  is 
definite  enough  under  the  rules  and  regulations, 
for  in  them  it  is  specified  that  the  candidate 
shall  have  a  knowledge  of  such-and-such 
chapters  of  Latin  writers,  shall  know  the  first 
two  books  of  Euclid,  and  have  a  knowledge 
of  algebra  up  to  simple  equations,  and  so  on ; 
and  no  young  man  who  wishes  to  become  a 
solicitor  should  think  it  difficult  to  pass  that. 
But,  if  he  has  attained  to  years,  it  may  be  un- 
fair to  ask  him  to  pass  an  examination  in  such 
Bchooi  subjects, — for  thoy  are  school  subjects. 
In  such  special  cases  ho  could  be  relieved  in 
the  way  I  speak  of.  One  word  as  to  the  ob- 
jections the  honourable  gentleman  has  made 
against  the  dead  languages.  In  a  measure  I 
am  with  him;  I  think  too  much  has  been 
made  of  the  dead  languages :  but,  as  to  Latin, 
if  it  has  any  value  at  all,  it  is  valuable  in  con- 
nection with  the  legal  profession,  and  I  take  it 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  are 
altogether  out  of  place  on  this  particular  occa- 
fiioD,  Law  is  a  science  as  well  as  an  euct.  Wo 
practise  the  art  in  the  colony,  but  sis  yet  we 
Aftve  to  get  the  science  from  abroad.  Boman 
Dr.  Fitchett 


law  is  the  basis  of  all  scientific  law,  and  ii 
we  aro  to  have  any  hope  at  all  of  law  being 
studied  as  a  science  in  New  Zealand  we 
must  see  to  it  that  the  men  who  practise  the 
law  here  shall  know  something  of  the  ele- 
ments of  Latm,  and  something  of  the  elements 
of  Roman  law. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  should  Uke,  first,  to 
say  that  I  shall  support  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.    This,  1  believe,  is  a  somewhat 
unusual  course  in  the  case  of  one  even  nomi* 
naliy  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  and  I 
wish  to  explain  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote 
for  this  Bill,  because   they  are  not  entirely 
those  of  the  honourable  member  who  intro- 
duced it.    I  do  not  think  that  the  question  of 
general  knowledge  is  one  of  great  importance 
in  connection  with  this  matter.    I  think  there 
is  a  subject  of   even  greater  importance   in 
connection  with  it    than   that.    I  think  the 
necessity  for  a  general  -  knowledge  examina- 
tion has  been  very  greatly  exaggerated  by  the 
honourable    member    for    Dunedin    Central. 
Anybody  who  knows  what  legal  examinations 
are  in  this  colony  must  know  that  no  man,  unless 
he  has  a  competent  knowledge  of  English,  and 
something  more  than  English,  and  has  been 
fairly  well  educated,  can  possibly  expect  to  pass 
the  legal  examination.    It  is  not  merely  neoes> 
sary  that  he  should  be  able  to  read  and  write, 
but  unless  he  has  a  knowledge  of  more  than 
reading  and  writing   he  cannot  possibly   get 
through  the  mass  of  textbooks  and  other  work 
which  a  man  must  get  through  if  he  wishes  to 
pass  the  legal  examinations  of  this  country. 
In  regard  to  the  dead  languages,  I  may  say,  as 
one  who  has  passed  the  barristers'  examina- 
tion, that  it  is  absolutely  unnecessary  to  know 
more  than  twenty  words  of  Latin,  and  that 
you  can  pass  your  examination  in  Roman  law 
without  knowing  Latin  at  all.    In  fact  students 
do  not  read  Roman  law  in  Latin ;  they  have 
translations,  and  they  read  the  translation  and 
pass  over  tiie  Latin.     That  is  what    I  did, 
except  in  a  few  cases  where  I  sumused  an  hour 
or  two  in  studying  the   villainous  Latin    of 
which  law-books  seem  to  have  been  full  from 
the  days  of   Justinian   downwards.     I    have 
known    the    general  -  knowledge    examination 
made  the  instrument  of  very  oonsiderablo  in- 
justice.   I  remember  a  case  whero  a  student  of 
very  fair  ability  and  rather  more  than  average 
industry  was    thrown    back    and   his    career 
impeded,  not  because  he  did  not  know  Latin, 
but  because  he  was  not  able  to  satisfy  one  of 
the  Judges  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the'Fronch 
language ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  injustice 
that   a  poor   student    should  have  his    time 
wasted  and  his  career  impeded  because  he  is 
not  a  decent  French  scholar.     But,  sis  I  said 
before,  there  is  a  more  important  matter  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject  than  the  question  of 
general-knowledge  examinations,  which  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  matter  of  minor  importance.     The 
real  question  is,  whether  a  student  shall  be 
admitted,  after  he  has  passed  his  law  examizta. 
tion,  without  having  to  pay  a  crushing  fee. 
At  present  any   one   who   wishes  to   be    ad^ 
mitted  as  a  barrister  has  to  pay  a  fee  of  £32,. 
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4md  it  is  really  veiy  hard  that,  in  the  cose  of  a 
young  man  who  is  probably  earning  little — in 
many  cases  nothing  can  be  earned,  and  a 
yoong  barrister  has  probably  got  no  money  at 
all,  and  has  indeed  very  likely  to  depend  on  his 
relatives  for  years  for  his  support — it  is  hard,  I 
-say,  that,  after  passing  his  examination,  and 
when  about  to  start  in  his  profession,  when  he 
wants  every  sixpence  he  can  muster,  he  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  such  a  fee  as  £82.  He 
is  called  upon  to  pay  this  fee  in  order  that 
the  Supreme  Court  library  of  the  district  may 
benefit.  No  doubt  these  libraries  are  well 
worthy  of  all  the  money  that  can  be  contri- 
buted. Of  course  they  have  to  be  supported, 
for  the  lawyers  are  bound  to  maintain  the 
•standing  of  the  profession  as  compared  with 
its  standing  in  other  countries,  and  we  must 
have  the  best  law  libraries  we  can  have.  Law 
libraries  are,  of  course,  such  expensive  things 
that  lawyers  cannot  expect  to  have  them  on 
their  own  account,  and  their  only  chance  is  to 
have  first-rate  libraries  instituted  in  the  larger 
•centres.  There  is  no  injustice  in  the  young 
lawyers  having  to  contribute  to  these,  but  the 
injustice  consists  in  their  being  obliged  to 
pay  many  years'  subscription  in  one  year,  and 
that  year  the  year  in  which  they  can  least  aiford 
it.  They  could  double  their  subscriptions  for 
fieveral  years  consecutively  after  pabssing,  and 
in  that  way  the  fee  they  are  now  paying  just 
when  they  are  least  able  to  pay  it  would  fall 
much  more  lightly.  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  in 
the  strictures  he  has  passed  on  the  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  legal  profession  who  have 
successively  opposed  this  Bill.  In  my  opinion 
they  have  opposed  it  conscientiously.  They 
have  honestly  believed  that  the  measure  would 
tend  to  damage  the  profession  not  only  in  the 
<6yes  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  but  in  the 
other  colonies.  That  conviction,  Sir,  I  do  not 
share,  and  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  second 
reading ;  but  I  certainly  must  protest  against 
charges  being  made  against  the  gentlemen  of 
the  legal  profession  who  have  opposed  it  in  this 
House  only  from  high  and  honourable  motives. 
Mr.  TATWHANGA.  —  I  gladly  support  the 
BilL  If  I  ha<l  more  than  one  vote  I  should 
^ve  it  also.  The  present  law  is  made  up  of 
Latin  and  Greek  and  Hebrew,  and  the  poor 
people  cannot  carry  on  their  cases  in  the  Su- 
preme Courts;  also  the  poor  Maori.  Some  of 
the  members  of  this  House  have  asked  me  to 
give  my  addresses  in  Maori  as  I  cannot  speak 
English.  I  tell  them  I  speak  the  best  English 
I  know,  and  I  think  the  Bill  before  us  is  plain 
English,  and  I  can  understand  it.  Some  years 
ago  I  was  informed  that  I  should  get  £1,600  by 
employing  a  professional  lawyer,  and  I  em- 
ployed Mr.  Forwood.  I  asked  the  Government 
a  question  about  him  the  other  day,  and  wanted 
to  get  him  brought  back,  but  the  Government 
cay  they  cannot  bring  him  back.  If  this  Bill 
had  passed  some  time  ago  I  should  havo  been 
able  to  stand  before  the  Court  without  employ- 
ing him,  and  I  should  have  perhaps  gained  the 
£1,600.  As  it  now  stands,  this  lawyer  has  got 
all  my  money  and  I  cannot  get  any  back. 


The  law3'ers  oppose  this  Bill  because  it  would 
deprive  them  of  employment;  therefore  there 
is  good  reason  for  them  co  oppose  it. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.  —  Before  this 
question  is  put  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  speech  which  fell  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central.  I 
have  for  several  years  consistently  opposed  the 
passing  of  this  Bill;  and  in  a  new  House  I 
feel  it  is  rather  a  painful  experience  that  I  and 
others  of  the  legal  profession  who  have  opposed 
this  measure  should  be  charged  with  doing  so 
from  unworthy  motives — motives  unwortliy  of 
any  one  fitted  for  the  position  of  a  ropresenta*- 
tive  of  the  people.  I  and  others  who  have 
opposed  this  Bill  when  previously  introduced 
into  this  House  have  done  so  for  two  reasons : 
first,  because  it  contained  a  most  objectionable 
feature — a  provision  so  objectionable  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  now  once  more  in- 
troduces the  measure  has  seen  fit  to  yield  to  the 
good  sense  of  some  of  those  who  support  him 
and  has  eliminated  that  objectionable  feature 
from  the  Bill.  It  was  certainly  the  greatest 
objection  to  the  other  Bill  that  under  it  the 
Courts  of  law  would  be  turned  into  <*  bear- 
gardens," by  the  admission  of  persons  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  procedure  of  the  Court, 
who  would  have  wasted  its  time,  and  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  rules  of  evidence.  A  person 
could  be  nominated  merely  because  he  was  a 
fiuent  advocate,  and  would  be  calculated  to 
delay  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  and  exas- 
perate the  Judges.  That  objectionable  feature 
has  dropped  out  of  the  Bill  now  before  us. 
With  regard  to  the  other  clause  of  the  measure 
we  are  discussing,  it  is  not  nearly  so  objection- 
able ;  but  the  line  I  have  taken  in  opposing  the 
Bill  is,  that  it  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic to  have  a  herd  of  needy  practitioners  of  the 
law,  who  would  make  use  of  the  law  that  they 
might  live  by  it.  If  you  put  into  the  hands  of 
a  herd  an  instrument  which  may  be  used  as  an 
instrument  of  plonder,  and  if  at  the  same  time 
you  give  them  the  strongest  possible  incentive 
to  plunder,  that  is,  if  you  make  them  neces- 
sitous, you  will  necessarily  do  a  great  injury  to 
the  public  interest.  That  is  the  point  of  view 
from  which  we  are  arguing  this  question,  and  I 
venture  to  say  it  is  a  point  of  view  which  has 
been  indorsed  by  the  vote  of  the  House  as  a 
whole.  I  may  further  say  that  in  taking  up 
that  stand  we  are  taking  it,  not  as  being  inter- 
ested in  the  question,  but  because,  from  our 
experience,  we  are,  I  submit  to  this  House, 
qualified,  from  our  knowledge  of  the  business  of 
the  legal  profession  as  it  is  carried  on,  to  judge 
of  the  efiect  of  lowering  the  status  of  the  pro- 
fession by  admitting  laymen  who  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  the  Courts.  I 
have  given  the  grounds  on  which  I  have  always 
opposed  the  passage  of  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
and  also  the  grounds  on  which  I  shall  ever 
oppose  anything  which  tends  to  lower  or  modify 
the  status  of  the  profession. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.—I  shall  have  much  plea- 
sure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of  this 
measure.  I  am  glad  to  see  in  this  new  House 
the  opposition  which  was  apparent  to  previous 
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Bills  on  the  subject  is  dying  out.  For  myself 
I  may  say  that,  looking  at  the  proceedings  of 
previous  Parliaments,  I  could  not  understand 
the  mystery  and  monopoly  which  were  sought 
to  be  wrapped  round  the  profession  of  the  law. 
I  think  it  most  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  public,  and  I  rejoice  at  such  a  measure  as 
tiiis,  inasmuch  as  it  is  letting  daylight  into  the 
practice  of  the  law.  I  am  confident  that  the 
practice  of  the  law  will  nob  sufier  from  being 
thrown  more  open  to  the  public.  If  I  under- 
stand rightly,  the  only  difference  proposed  to 
be  made  is  to  get  over  what  the  introducer  has 
indicated  as  a  very  vague  qualification  indeed 
— ^namely,  the  passing  in  general  knowledge. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central 
has  pointed  out  that  that  examination  is  only 
such  as  a  boy  in  the  Sixth  Form  could  pas.  If 
so,  then  it  is  an  examination  which  we  need 
not  seek  to  preserve,  for  all  the  knowledge 
which  is  required  is  preserved  in  the  higher 
examination  which  is  required  under  this  Bill 
— ^namely,  in  the  learning  of  the  law.  The 
pbjection  to  preserving  the  general-knowledge 
examination  is,  that  it  is  not  boys  of  the  Sixth 
Form  who  are  most  capable  of  entering  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law.  There  are  those  of  maturer 
i^e  who  consider  that  they  might  turn  their 
abilities  in  that  direction,  and  it  would  be  most 
irksome  to  them  to  have  to  go  back  in  their 
lives,  and  read  up  for  such  an  examination 
as  a  boy  in  the  Sixth  Form  might  pass — an 
examination  which,  when  once  passed,  it 
would  be  their  duty  to  forget  as  speedily  as 
possible.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  have  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  TAIPUA.— -I  intend  to  support  this 
Bill,  and  my  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  has 
for  several  years  brought  it  before  the  House. 
Although  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  measure,  I  think,  myself,  it  might  be  a 
very  good  law  to  pass,  and,  if  we  pass  it  and 
find  anything  wrong  in  it  afterwards,  it  can 
he  amended.  This  matter  applies  to  the  Maoris 
also.  I  will  explain  it  in  this  way :  When  this 
place  was  first  formed  into  a  township  there 
was  only  one  store  in  it,  and  they  charged 
**long"  prices  for  their  goods ;  but  when  several 
stores  were  established  goods  became  cheaper ; 
and  I  believe  myself  if  we  have  a  number  of 
lawyers  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  their  services 
more  cheaply.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting this  Bill,  because  I  believe,  if  it  be 
passed,  we  shall  get  our  deeds  drawn  out  at 
lower  rates  by  the  lawyers.  I  believe  also  that 
if  the  Bill  passes  our  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  will 
be  able  to  become  a  member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— This  measure  is  one 
in  which  the  public  are  more  deeply  interested 
than  the  lawyers.  Of  course  it  is  one  of  those 
subjects  which  those  who  seek  what  may  be 
called  popularity  embrace ;  but  those  who  have 
the  interest  of  the  public  really  at  heart  can- 
not support  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  for  one 
moment  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Mr,  Hutchison 


Auckland  Central,  who  has  advocated  a 
sure  of  this  kind  for  so  long  a  period,  is  influ- 
enced by  a  desire  to  seek  popularity :  but  we 
have  only  to  look  at  what  is  taking  place  all 
over  the  world  to  see  that  it  is  a  step  in  the 
wrong  direction.  We  know  that,  both  in  £ng- 
landand  in  the  other  colonies,  instead  of  lower- 
ing the  status  of  the  profession  the  whole  effort 
of  both  public  and  Parliament  is  to  raise  it ;  and 
that  should  be  the  aim  of  this  colony  also. 
What  is  the  case  at  present?  If  a  lawyer  prac- 
tising in  this  colony  wishes  to  be  admitted  in  one 
of  the  other  colonies  he  will  be  unable  to  get  in, 
because  the  examinations  here  will  be  so  inferior 
that  they  will  not  entitle  a  New  Zealand  prac- 
titioner to  be  admitted  in  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies. Therefore  by  passing  this  Bill  you  will 
be  doing  a  great  injustice,  not  only  to  those  who 
may  enter  the  profession  hereafter,  but  to  those 
who  are  in  it  already.  There  is  a  desire  at  the 
present  day  to  have  reciprocity  in  many  things, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  a  member 
of  the  profession  here  could  go  to  England  or  to 
one  of  the  other  colonies  and  practise  his  pro- 
fession freely,  instead  of  being  nandicapped,  as 
he  will  be  if  this  measure  passes.  Reference 
has  been  made  to  Americans ;  but  I  would  point 
out  that  Lincoln  and  Sherman  were  not  dis- 
tinguished as  lawyers — the  one  was  a  i)oliticiaD, 
the  other  a  soldier.  I  merely  wish  to  enter  my 
protest  against  this  Bill,  although  I  know  per- 
fectly well  it  would  be  popular,  especially  for  a 
lawyer,  to  get  up  on  the  floor  of  this  House  and 
pander  to  what  may  be  termed  popular  taste  by 
supporting  it.  The  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central  was  an  admirable 
one,  and  I  indorse  almost  every  word  of  it; 
and  I  say,  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  a  great 
wrong  will  be  done  if  this  Bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  JOHN  JOYCE.—I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  will  give  my 
reasons  for  so  doing.  The  suggestion  which  the 
last  speaker  gave  utterance  to  leads  me  to  make 
the  explanation  that  it  is  not  a  question  of 
popularity,  but  a  question  of  duty  to  our  con- 
stituents. During  the  last  elections  it  v^as 
freely  stated  in  Canterbury  that  there  were  too 
many  lawyers  in  the  House ;  and  that  was  a 
great  objection  to  my  getting  in.  But  I  am 
here  as  a  politician  and  not  as  a  lawyer,  and  it 
is  not  for  me  as  a  professional  man  to  say  that 
this  Bill  should  be  thrown  out.  I  am  here  to 
represent  the  colony,  and  if  it  is  for  the  good  of 
New  Zealand  that  this  Bill  should  pass  in  this 
House  it  is  my  duty  to  record  my  vote  in  its 
favour.  At  any  rate,  a  Bill  similar  in  character 
to  the  one  now  under  consideration  has  on 
more  than  one  occasion  passed  its  second  read- 
ing in  previous  sessions  of  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament,  and  it  is  not  for  me  now  by  my 
vote  to  stop  the  passage  of  this  Bill.  I  shaJl 
therefore  support  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PARATA.  —  I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  measure.  I  supported 
it  when  the  honourable  member  now  in  charge 
of  it  brought  it  forward  in  1866 ;  but  when  the 
Bill  got  into  Committee  there  was  some  c<»i- 
fusion  created  by  several  lavryers  who  were 
members  of  the  House,  and  by  the  honourable        j 
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member  in  charge  of  it,  so  that  it  did  not  pass 
into  law.  I  think  this  is  a  very  good  measure, 
and  it  opens  an  avenue  to  many  young  men 
now  growing  up  in  Kew  Zealand.  It  opens  up 
a  fre^  profession  to  many  young  white  men  in 
tiie  colony,  and  also  to  young  people  of  the 
Native  race.  Of  what  profit  will  it  be  to  the 
Native  people  to  gain  knowledge  if  they  cannot 
use  it  by  entering  into  a  profession  like  this? 
There  are  many  young  people  of  the  Native 
race  who  pass  through  the  schools  and  then  go 
to  ^e  Native  colleges,  especially  to  that  at  Te 
Ante.  If  this  measure  passes  it  will  encourage 
parents  to  offer  this  profession  to  their  children. 
The  measure  has  been  before  the  House  for 
three  years  in  succession,  and  I  think  we  should 
give  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  it  an 
opportunity  of  proving  that  it  is  a  good  mea- 
sure. If  it  become  law  it  will  not  then  be 
necessaiy  for  young  men  to  go  to  England  to 
study  law ;  they  can  study  law  in  New  Zealand 
and  become  lawyers  here.  I  think  we  should 
do  everything  we  can  to  help  on  the  rising 
generation.  It  is  a  saying  of  Europeans, 
**New  Zealand  for  New-Zealanders,'*  and  there 
are  many  young  men  growing  up  here  who 
ought  to  have  all  the  privileges  we  can  give 
them.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  in  this  House 
there  are  so  many  New-Zealand-bom  gentle- 
men. I  will  not  delay  this  House  further,  but 
will  support  this  measure. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Sir,  I  wish  to  answer  a  few 
of  the  objections  that  have  been  made  to  this 
measure.  We  have  been  told,  in  point  of  fact, 
that  if  the  House  assents  to  it  it  will  be  the 
means  of  degrading  the  profession ;  but  I  think 
I  can  show  that  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in 
that  argument.  Great  cities  have  different 
opinions.  I  come  from  the  centre  of  one  great 
city,  and  the  honourable  member  who  first 
spoke  in  opposition  to  this  measure  comes 
from  the  centre  of  another  great  city,  and  yet 
sach  different  opinions  prevail  I  He  is  of 
opinion  that  if  the  dead  language  of  Latin  is 
of  any  value  at  all  it  is  especially  so  in  the 
case  of  the  law,  because  law  has  become  a 
seience.  I  think  that  that  was  his  language ; 
and  I  admit  that  law  has  become  a  science. 
Secondly,  he  said  that,  if  we  are  to  preserve  it 
in  that  high  character,  we  should  still  insist 
upon  a  knowledge  of  Latin  being  necessary  for 
aU  lawyers.  But  I  ask,  if  there  is  any  science 
in  the  world  which  should  be  conducted  en- 
tirely in  pure  English  which  every  Anglo- 
Saxon  can  understand  in  every  part  of  the  great 
Anglo-Saxon  community,  if  there  is  any  science 
which  the  poorest  should  comprehend  as  well 
as  the  richest  and  most  learned,  is  it  not  the 
science  of  law?  Would  you  shut  out  from 
your  fellow-countrymen  a  knowledge  of  their 
ri^ts,  a  knowledge  of  the  means  which  they 
should  take  for  the  establishment  of  those 
rights,  by  clothing  so  momentous  a  subject  in  a 
language  which  so  few  comprehend,  and  which, 
I  may  say,  is  gradually  dying  out  in  the  world  ? 
Instead  of  my  thinking  I  do  any  injury  in  asking 
the  House  at  once  to  overturn  a  great  error  of 
that  kind,  I  say  that,  in  asking  them  to  open  a 
knowledge  of  the  law  to  every  one  of  their  coun- 
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trymen,  rich  and  poor  alike,  I  am  their  friend^ 
and  not  those  who  say  that  the  law  is  a  subject 
to  be  wrapped  still  in  a  language  known  to  but 
few.  Then,  again,  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  says  that  at  tlio  present  mo* 
ment,  whilst  we  are  about  to  take  what  he  calls 
a  retrograde  step — that  is,  to  declare  our  belief 
that  the  law  should  be  written  in  the  plainest 
English,  and  in  no  other  language  whatever, 
and  to  depend  upon  no  other  language — at 
the  same  time  efforts  are  being  made  in  Eng- 
land  and  elsewhere,  in  every  country,  to  raise 
the  status  of  the  profession,  and  that  that 
aim  is  most  vigorously  pursued.  I  ask,  what 
would,  above  all  other  things,  raise  the  status 
of  the  profession  ?  Is  it  the  honour  of  lawyers  ? 
Would  it  be  the  fact  that  there  were  men  in 
the  profession  who  would  stand  forth  and  say» 
<*  We  will  aid  in  no  case  that  we  do  not  know 
to  be  just ;  if  any  man  comes  to  us  to  engage 
our  services,  and  we  find  that  we  can  only  aid 
him  by  having  recourse  to  some  chicane,  some 
mystery  of  law,  some  mistake  of  that  kind,  by 
which  a  positive  wrong  is  to  be  done,  we  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  such  a  case  "  ?  Fancy 
what  a  position  such  a  lawyer  would  hold. 
Would  any  one  ask  if  he  passed  a  so-called 
examination  in  Latin  or  not  ?  Fancy  his  in-  ■ 
fluence  if  once  he  established  the  cnaracter 
that  he  had,  as  an  honourable  man,  stood  forth 
and  never  taken  up  a  case  the  sanctity  and 
justice  of  which  he  was  not  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of,  so  that  the  happy  person  who  em- 
ployed him  might  know  when  he  went  into  Court 
that  this  presumption  was  in  his  favour ;  that 
that  honest  and  noble  man  who  was  to  plead 
his  cause  would  not  have  taken  up  his  case 
unless  in  truth  he  believed  it  one  in  which 
the  right  was  on  his  side.  Would  it  not  be  t& 
raise  the  status  of  the  profession  to  instil  such 
principles  into  men,  and  to  give  them  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  law,  and  not  to  ques- 
tion whether  they  knew  French,  or  Latin,  or- 
some  other  language  which  a  man  could  not 
learn  without  a  master,  and  had  no  chance  of 
acquiring  later  in  life  unless  he  had  wealth 
enough  to  pay  one,  and  wealth  enough  to  give 
up  much  time  to  learning  what  would  be  of  no 
use  to  him  whatever  ?  I  may  say  that,  from 
whatever  aspect  I  look  at  this  question,  I  feel 
that  by  passing  this  measure  the  House  will 
confer  a  great  benefit  upon  the  public.  When 
I  began  this  crusade,  if  I  may  so  term  it, 
against  the  custom  of  admission  to  the  law 
which  prevailed  in  this  colony,  every  lawyer 
in  the  House  but  one  or  two  was  against  me 
— when  the  law  positively  said  this :  that  no 
person  connected  with  the  Press  should  ever  be 
admitted  to  the  law  in  New  Zealand,  at  the 
very  time  that  the  greatest  lawyers  in  England 
sprang  from  writers  for  the  Press,  like  Lord 
Campbell,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
for  example ;  and  yet,  in  New  Zealand  to 
be  connected  with  the  Press  —  that  is,  to 
have  acquired  a  great  knowledge  of  men, 
and  some  knowledge  of  law,  and  a  knowledge 
of  a  great  number  of  subjects — was  to  be 
a  positive  disqualification  and  to  prohibit  a 
man   from   entering    the    law.     Honourable- 
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gentlemen  sitting  hero  may  hardly  believe 
it,  but  the  law  theu  said  that  no  member  of 
the  General  Assembly  should  be  allowed  to 
become  a  lawyer ;  and  that  law  was  enforced 
by  the  Judges  in  one  case  of  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  who  had  fulfilled  every  pre- 
liminary condition.  And  yet  lawyers  always 
opposed  me,  and  I  was  subjected  to — ^well,  I 
will  say  many  improper  remarks.  There  are 
law  societies  in  most  cities  in  New  Zealand, 
and  I  believe  nearly  every  one  of  these  passed 
resolutions  against  the  course  I  was  taking, 
and  condemned  thoroughly  my  action  in  that 
matter ;  yet  everybody  now  admits  the  course 
I  took  was  right.  And  I  feel  sure  that  the 
universal  verdict  throughout  New  Zealand  will 
be  that  what  I  am  asking  the  House  to  do  at 
the  present  moment  is  right.  Then,  we  have 
been  told  that  the  lawyers  will  have  no  honoiir 
out  of  New  Zealand  if  this  becomes  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— No  right  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  doubt  that.  If  they  are 
highly  valued  they  will  be  admitted.  This  wsts 
the  law  of  the  United  States  when  Storey  and 
some  of  the  greatest  Judges  rose  to  the  positions 
that  they  occupied. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  is  the  law  now. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes,  it  is  the  law  now,  and 
it  was -the  law  then ;  and  not  only  that,  but  I 
say  that  the  Judges  throughout  the  whole 
civilised  world  honoured  those  men  more,  al- 
most, than  the  Judges  of  their  own  land.  And 
can  New  Zecdand  not  furnish  men  of  that 
kind  under  a  law  of  this  sort  ?  I  say  it  is  no 
argument  whatever.  I  could  go  on  all  night 
proving  the  same  thing.  The  House  has  been 
told  that  Lincoln,  Grant,  and  Sherman  were 
not  great  lawyers.  That  I  did  not  claim. 
Whether  they  were  or  not  I  do  not  know, 
and  how  long  they  practised  I  do  not  know; 
bat  I  know  this:  that,  from  being  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  they  gained  money  and  gained  a 
status  which  enabled  them  to  rise  to  the  dis- 
tinguished positions  which  they  afterwards 
occupied.  I  therefore,  Sir,  do  trust  that  the 
House  will,  by  unanimous  assent,  to-night  let 
this  Bill  pass,  and  let  this  new  Parliament  be 
the  means  of  conferring  so  great  a  boon  on 
New  Zealand  as  I  feel  sure  it  will  do  if  it  gives 
consent  to  this  measure. 


The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 
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Majority  for,  i2. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  FENCING  -  CLAIMS  COM- 
PENSATION BILL. 
Mr.  MITCHELSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  be  necessazy 
for  him  to  explain  to  the  House  why  he  was 
asking  it  to  adopt  the  unusual  course  of  passing 
the  Bill  through  all  its  stages  in  one  day.  This 
was  a  matter  in  connection  with  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway,  which  passed  through  a 
piece  of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Hammond,  north 
of  Marton.  The  Government  erected  a  fence 
upon  each  side  of  this  land,  and  took  the  case 
into  the  Compensation  Court.  This  Court  sat 
at  Wanganui  in  October,  1886,  and  the  Judge, 
in  deciding  the  question  of  compensation, 
stated  that  the  award  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  fence  upon  the  freehold  portion  of 
the  land  would  be  £228,  and  £8  2s.  9d.  for 
the  fence  on  the  leasehold  portion.  The  Go- 
vernment valuator  considered  this  amount  too 
high.  Thereupon  the  Judge  ordered  that  the 
two  amounts  should  be  paid  into  the  Public 
Trust  Office,  to  remain  there  for  twelve  months 
ending  on  the  1st  November,  1887,  sjid  during 
that  time  the  Government  were  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  asking  the  House  to  pass  this 
Bill,  which  threw  the  maintenanoe  of  these  two 
fences  upon  the  colony  in  perpetuity.  Cnfor- 
tunately,  owing  to  the  short  session  held  prior 
to  the  dissolution,  the  late  Government  were 
unable  to  bring  the  Bill  forward,  and  conse- 
quently the  time  had  lapsed  within  which  the 
option  was  to  be  exercised,  the  time  having 
lapsed  yesterday.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Government 
requested  Mr.  Hammond  to  allow  the  matter 
to  stand  over  until  such  time  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  an  opportunity  of  asking  the  House 
to  pass  this  Bill ;  but  Mr.  Hanunond  refused, 
and  therefore  it  became  necessary,  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  to  pass  the  Bill  in  its 
present  form  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  pre- 
amble fully  explained  the  whole  question,  and, 
as  it  had  no  doubt  been  carefully  read  by 
honourable  members,  he  need  not  say  more. 
The  2nd  clause  provided  that  the  fences  on 
both  sides  of  the  railway-line  which  passed 
through  Mr.  Hammond's  land  should  be : 
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tained  by  the  Government  in  perpetuity.  The 
Srd  clause  made  the  Aot  retrospective — that 
was,  enacted  that  its  effect  shonld  be  the  same 
as  ii  it  had  come  into  operation  before  the  Ist  of 
November,  1887.  Under  the  circumstances,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  see  its  way  to  assist 
the  Grovemment  in  passing  the  Bill  through  all 
its  stages  that  evening. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  Government 
would,  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  allow 
an  amendment  to  be  made  in  the  general 
fencing -law,  as  the  schedule  of  the  Act  of 
1884  was  so  fhuned  that  there  was  now  not  a 
legal  wire-fence  in  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  measure  before 
the  House  was  not  an  amendment  of  the 
general  law,  and  therefore  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  desired  coold  not  be  done  in 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  BABBON  did  not  like  actively  to  oppose 
the  Bill,  as  it  was  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  matter  of  urgency;  but  he  could 
not  approve  of  a  retrospective  measure  of  this 
kind.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  said 
that  Mr.  Hammond  had  been  asked  to  delay 
the  matter,  but  had  refused,  and  therefore  this 
retrospective  action  was  now  proposed  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
that  would  be  unfair  to  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion, as  interfering  with  the  rights  he  had  esta- 
blished in  aCourt  of  justice.  He  (Mr.  Barron) 
could  not  be  a  party  to  legislation  of  this  kind, 
for  it  seemed  that  in  trying  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic purse  by  this  Bill  they  would  be  guilty  of 
an  injustice  to  an  individual,  as  well  as  of  esta- 
blishing and  perpetuating  a  vicious  piinciple. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT  thought  a  number  of 
honourable  members  did  not  quite  understand 
the  bearing  of  the  Bill.  It  simply  meant  this : 
Mr.  Hammond  had  succeeded,  before  the  Com- 
pensation Court,  in  being  awarded  £223,  and  it 
wa£  provided  in  the  award  that  that  sum  should 
not  be  paid  to  him  till  the  1st  November — that 
was  yesterday — and  should  not  be  payable  to 
him  at  all  if  in  the  meantime  Parliament 
passed  an  Act  binding  the  colony  to  maintain 
the  fences  in  perpetuity  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  award.  Mr.  Ham- 
mond had  become  entitled  to  the  money  on  the 
previous  day,  and  might  have  demanded  it. 
The  Government  now  came  to  the  House  and 
said  that,  though  Mr.  Hammond  was  entitled  to 
the  money,  they  had  asked  him  not  to  take 
advantage  of  their  oversight  or  negligence  in 
not  getting  the  Bill  passed.  Mr.  Hammond  said, 
"  No ;  I  prefer  the  money.  I  am  entitled  to  it. 
Yon  did  not  get  an  Act  passed  within  the 
twelve  months.  I  have  not  been  a  party  to  the 
delay,  and  I  want  the  money."  The  Govern- 
ment met  that  by  saying,  "  No,  we  shall  not 
pay  the  money,  but  we  shall  appeal  to  the 
House  for  a  Bill  to  deprive  you  of  the  right  to 
the  money."  That  was,  in  substance,  what  the 
Bill  meant.  It  said  that  Mr.  Hammond  was 
entitled  to  the  £223,  but  should  not  get  it,  but 
must  take,  instead,  the  obligation  of  the  colony 
to  keep  the  fences  in  repair.  He  thought  the 
Minister  would  admit  that  that  was  the  precise 
bearing  of  the  Bill ;  and  the  question  for  the 


House  to  consider  was  whether,  as  Mr.  Ham- 
mond had  become  entitled  to  the  money,  and 
was  not  an  assenting  party  to  the  Bill,  it 
should  be  passed,  and  so  deprive  him  of  the 
money. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  said  the  Bill  went  even 
rather  further  than  had  been  stated  by  the  last 
speaker,  because  it  provided  that  Mr.  Ham- 
mond should  refund  the  money  if  it  should  be 
paid  to  him  before  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  He 
disliked  the  Bill  very  much.  This  decision  was 
given  in  October  of  last  year,  and  therefore 
the  Government  had  had  ample  time  to  pay 
the  money,  or  get  a  Bill  passed  to  avoid  the 
payment,  if  it  was  wished.  Seeing  that  the 
time  had  gone  by  for  the  option  to  be  exercised 
he  thought  it  would  be  very  wrong  indeed  to 
pass  a  retrospective  measure  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  there  was  one  point  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West  had  not  made  clear, 
and  that  was  that,  if  the  Bill  were  not  passed 
and  Mr.  Hammond  were  paid  the  money,  he 
would  be  doubly  paid.  He  would  get  his  land 
securely  fenced,  and  he  would  get  the  money, 
and  therefore  the  Government  would  be  made 
to  pay  twice  over. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  House  had  really 
to  judge  between  the  public  and  Mr.  Hammond. 
Mr.  Hanmiond  had  got  his  land  fenced,  and  now 
claimed  the  money.  Through  the  political 
crisis  in  the  first  session  this  year  the  Bill 
could  not  be  brought  before  the  House,  and  in 
the  earlier  part  of  this  session  there  had  been  a 
Ministerial  crisis  and  the  preparation  of  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  the  matter  had  been 
overlooked  by  the  department  until  to-day. 
The  Crown  had  applied  to  the  Court  to  extend 
the  time,  and  under  the  circumstances  the 
Judge  was  perfectly  willing  to  do  it,  but  he 
had  not  the  power.  It  was  now  for  the  House 
to  consider  whether,  through  a  mere  quibble, 
Mr.  Hammond  was  to  get  double  payment. 
He  thought,  as  guardians  of  the  public  purse, 
they  should  not  let  technicalities  of  this  sort 
stand  in  the  way  of  doing  justice  to  the  nation 
as  well  as  to  the  individual.  Mr.  Hammond  had 
got  his  fences,  which  would  be  maintained ;  and 
therefore,  if  he  was  not  paid  the  money,  not 
the  slightest  injustice  wocQd  be  done  him,  and 
therefore,  he  (Major  Atkinson)  maintained,  it 
was  their  duty  to  the  country  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  though,  in  a  sense,  Mr. 
Hammond  would,  by  the  non-passing  of  the 
Bill,  get  double  payment,  yet  it  was  not  wholly 
so,  because  there  was  no  compulsion  on  the 
Government  to  keep  the  fences  in  repair. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  yes,  that  was  pro- 
vided. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  maintained  that  the  late 
Government  had  had  plenty  of  time  to  get  the 
Bill  passed  long  ago.  As  it  was  now,  Mr. 
Hammond  had  claimed  the  money,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  (Dr.  Newman)  that  they  were 
not  justified  in  keeping  it  from  him  by  means 
of  retrospective  legislation. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  said  he  had  had  a  petition 
to  present  on  a  somewhat  similar  subject,  but 
had  not  presented  it.    At  Kawakawa  a  piece  oi 
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land  of  the  Awahe  Block  had  been  taken  for 
the  railway,  and  the  owners  had  been  awarded 
£227  7s.  6d.  as  compensation  ;  but  he  had  not 
received  a  penny  of  it,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  his  portion  must  have  been  paid  to  some 
one  else.  When  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  in  Auckland  he  (Mr.  Taiwhanga) 
had  laid  the  matter  before  him,  but  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  taken  any  no- 
tice of  it,  and  therefore  he  (Mr.  Taiwhanga) 
had  brought  a  petition  before  Parliament  last 
year — when  he  was  not  in  the  House;  and 
this  session  he  was  prepared  to  bring  the 
matter  on  again. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  trusted  the  House  would 
not  attempt  to  protect  the  public  purse  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  good  nsune.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  this  Bill  savoured  very  much  of 
that.  The  Premier  had  stated  that  if  the  Bill 
were  not  carried  Mr.  Hammond  would  be  vir- 
tually paid  twice  for  the  same  thing ;  but,  if  he 
(Dr.  Fitchett)  read  the  award  arigbt,  the  £223 
was  to  be  paid,  not  for  fences,  but  for  maintain- 
ing fences  erected.  Therefore  Mr.  Hammond 
was  not  to  be  paid  twice.  It  was  clear  that  Mr. 
Hammond  was  entitled  to  this  money;  and 
the  House  should  not  resort  to  so  dangerous 
and  pernicious  a  thing  as  retrospective  legisla- 
tion to  escape  the  payment ;  and  he,  for  his 
part,  unless  some  better  reasons  than  those 
already  adduced  were  given,  would  be  com- 
pelled to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  matter  was  very  simple,  and  that  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill  was  a  very  proper  thing  to  ask 
for.  An  award  had  been  given  of  an  alternative 
character — that  either  the  Govemmont  should 
pay  £223  to  Mr.  Hammond  towards  the  main- 
tenance in  perpetuity  of  this  fence,  or  that  the 
Government  should  have  the  opportunity,  in 
lieu  thereof,  of  maintaining  the  fence  in  per- 
petuity. The  present  Bill  was  only  to  give  the 
Government  the  opportunity  of  taking  up  one 
of  the  alternatives,  which  in  justice  they  had  a 
right  to,  and  which  they  had  intimated  the 
intention  of  adopting.  Although  the  date 
mentioned  in  the  award  elapsed  yesterday,  he 
thought  it  perfectly  right  that  the  Government 
should  still  have  the  right  of  taking  up  the 
alternative. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  Government  had 
made  the  best  bargain  possible  by  relieving 
itself  of  the  maintenance  of  these  fences,  be- 
cause the  colony  only  paid  £223,  and  had  done 
with  the  fences.  By  the  Bill  the  Government 
proposed  for  all  time  to  maintain  the  fences. 
The  question  was.  Which  was  the  cheaper? 
In  his  opinion,  it  was  far  cheaper  to  pay  the 
money.  It  was  of  no  use  saying  that  there  had 
not  been  time  before  to  pass  this  measure. 
Fourteen  public  Bills  were  passed  during  the 
first  session  of  this  year,  and  one  private  Bill. 
Then,  if  the  Premier  knew  that  this  Bill  re- 
quired passing,  he  might  have  asked  the  House 
to  do  so  before  adjourning  for  a  fortnight  re- 
cently. It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  to 
have  been  an  oversight — an  accident ;  but  he 
believed  that  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  colony 
that  the  accident  occurred,  and  that,  sooner 
Mr,  Taiwhanga 


than  pass  the  retrospective  legislation  proposed, 
it  would  be  better  to  pay  the  money,  and  allow 
those  to  maintain  the  fences  who  the  law  said 
should  maintain  them. 

Mr.  BBUCE  knew  a  little  of  this  matter, 
and  would  point  out  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  and  to  the  House  that  the  award 
was  fixed  at  £223,  or  at  the  rate  of  £15  annu- 
ally, to  keep  these  fences  in  repair,  and  the  £15 
represented  the  interest  on  the  £223.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  in  law,  Messrs.  Hammond 
nad  a  clear  claim  to  this  money,  and  it  waa 
not,  as  the  Premier  alleged,  paying  them  twice 
over,  but  was,  in  reality,  a  sum  given  to  them 
for  keeping  the  fences  in  repair.  The  Govern- 
ment evaded  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the 
fences  in  repair  by  the  payment  of  this  sum,  sa 
that  he  did  not  see  that  it  would  be  any  cheaper 
for  the  GovernnLent  not  to  pay  the  money ;  but 
of  course  this  was  retrospective  legislation, 
which  was  necessarily  of  a  very  dangeroua 
character,  and  was  setting  a  very  bad  precedent 
indeed. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  wished  to  point  out  that  this 
would  not  be  only  a  case  of  retrospective  legis- 
lation, but  a  case  of  retrospective  legislation 
done  in  an  extraordinary  hurry,  and  with  an 
omission  of  the  usual  legislative  safeguards. 
He  thought  that  was  a  strong  additional  reason 
for  honourable  members  to  have  nothing  to  da 
with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  had  nothing  further  to 
add  to  what  he  had  already  stated.  The  Bill 
said  nothing  whatever  about  compelling  Mr. 
Hammond,  in  the  event  of  the  colony  paying 
the  money,  to  keep  the  fences  in  repair.  He 
was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House.  The 
fault  was  not  his  that  the  Bill  was  not  brought 
forward  at  an  earlier  date.  It  had  been  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  Bill  last  session,  but  the 
matter  was  overlooked ;  and  the  question  now 
remained  for  the  House  to  decide  whether  or 
not  the  Bill  should  pass. 

The  House  divided. 
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Grimmond 

Marchant 

Bruce 

Hutchison 

O'Callaghan 

Eraser 

Kelly 

Ormond 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.] 


Civil  Service 


[COUNCIL.] 


Beform  Act. 


13S 


Pezceyal  Wilaon 

Steward,  W.  J.  Withy. 
S.-Menteath 


Tellers. 
Fitchett 
Seddon. 


Majority  for,  22. 
Bill  road  a  second  and  a  third  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at   ten   minutes   to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday^  3rd  November,  1887. 


First  Beading— Lieut-Colonel  Noake— Civil  Service 
lieform  Act— Private  Bills. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
hali-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Hammond  Fencing  -  Claims   Compensation 
BiU. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL  NOAKE. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  What  steps  the  Govern- 
ment have  taken,  or  intend  to  take,  in  respect 
of  Lieut.  -  Colonel  Noake's  pamphlet  on  the 
administration  of  the  Government  and  officers 
commanding  the  forces  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
an  answer.  The  matter  had  not  been  brought 
before  the  attention  of  the  Government  in  an 
official  form,  and  all  they  knew  of  it  was  from 
a  newspaper  report.  As  the  matter  had  not 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, and  as  no  step  had  been  taken,  he  was 
unable  to  say  what  his  colleague  would  do 
when  the  matter  came  before  him. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  ACT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  would 
be  remembered  by  honourable  members  that 
during  the  session  of  18S6  an  Act  was  passed  to 
provide  for  Civil  Service  reform.  This  measure 
was  introduced  into  the  Legislature  with  a  con- 
siderable flourish  of  tnunpets,  and  since  then 
he  had  noticed,  from  an  election  speech  of  the 
late  Premier,  that  it  was  a  source  of  gratifi- 
cation to  him  that  he  had  been  instrumental 
in  passing  so  beneficial  a  measure.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  Waterhouse),  however,  that, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  desire  of  the  late 
Ministry  in  passing  the  measure,  in  operation 
the  Act  had  been  altogether  defeated  of  its 
object.  The  Act  provided  that  after  its  coming 
into  operation  every  person  appointed  to  the 
Civil  Service  should  only  enter  such  Service  as 
a  cadet  after  competitive  examination,  and 
after  he  or  she  had  been  proved  medically  fit 
for  the  Service.  It  was  further  provided  that 
the  Auditor  should  not  pass  any  voucher  to 
any  person  who  had  not  been  so  appointed. 
The  clauses  relating  to  this  point  were  as  ex- 
plicit as  they  could  be,  and  after  looking  into 
ihe  Act  one  could  not  help  arriving  at  the  con- 


clusion that  it  was  impossible  to  enter  the  Ser- 
vice unless  these  provisions  were  observed.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  these  provisions  had 
not  been  sufficiently  stringent  to  prevent  out- 
siders from  entering  the  Service.  There  were 
those  who  had  scrambled  into  the  fold  in  other 
ways  than  by  the  authorised  door.  He  found 
that  in  the  papers  laid  before  the  Council  on. 
the  previous  day  there  were  special  reports 
from  the  Auditor-General  upon  the  subject. 
He  regretted  that  the  Auditor-General  confined 
himself  simply  to  making  these  reports.  He 
thought  the  line  of  duty  that  ought  to  have 
been  observed  by  him  was  clearly  laid  down  in 
the  provisions  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  Auditor-General 
had  at  once  refused  to  pass  the  vouchers  when 
he  saw  that  an  irregularity  had  been  com- 
mitted. This  was  a  matter  of  some  importance, 
which  might  reasonably  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  Council  on  another  occasion.  He  would 
read  some  of  the  comments  of  the  Auditor- 
General  on  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
appointing  persons  temporarily  to  office  in  the 
Civil  Service  outside  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
The  Auditor's  objections  had  been  forwarded  to 
the  Crown  Law  Officers  for  their  opinion,  and 
the  Solicitor-General  reported  that  he  did  not 
think  it  was  in  opposition  to  the  law :  these 
were  temporary  appointments,  and  outside  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  And  the  Auditor-General, 
in  reply  to  this,  remarks, — 

*^I  confess  I  am  unable  to  understand  the 
Solicitor-General's  opinion.  If  sections  4  and  9 
have  the  meaning  which  he  assigns  to  them, 
the  whole  Act  is  a  farce.  The  obvious  meaning 
of  those  sections  is  to  limit  the  Civil  Service  to 
persons  who  have  given  a  certain  security  for 
their  fitness  for  their  duties.  If  it  does  not 
mean  that,  it  means  nothing.  Under  the  Soli- 
citor-General's reading  the  Government  might 
make  any  appointment  to  any  office  a  temporary 
one,  and  so  evade  the  Act  altogether.  I  cannot 
think  that  such  was  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment. As,  however,  the  Act  has  imposed  a 
special  duty  on  the  Controller,  I  must  fulfil  it, 
and  decline  to  pass  the  voucher  unless  rec[uired 
to  do  so  by  the  Supreme  Court." 

I  regret  the  Auditor  did  not  adhere  to  this 
decision.  Other  correspondence  was  attached, 
and  amongst  the  documents  was  the  opinion  of 
the  late  Attorney-General  upon  this  subject, 
who  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  '*  acting 
appointments,"  as  they  were  called,  were  not 
outside  the  Act.  It  was  quite  clear  that  if  this 
practice  were  to  be  indulged  in  the  whole  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  would  be  defeated.  He 
was  not  aware  to  what  extent  appointments  of 
this  character  had  been  made,  and  it  was  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  information  on  that  subject, 
which,  he  thought  the  Council  would  admit, 
was  an  important  one,  that  he  moved  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  **  That  a 
return  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Council 
of  the  names  of  all  persons  who,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Act,  have 
been  temporarily  appointed  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, together  with  a  statement  of  the  office 
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filled  and  of  the  salary  payable  in  eaoh  case." 
— {Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE, 
it  was  ordered,  That,  in  consideration  of  the 
last  session  of  Parliament  having  been  cut 
short  by  dissolution,  thus 'rendering  it  imprac- 
ticable that  private  Bills  should  be  considered 
and  disposed  of  In  the  ordinary  oourae,  it  is 
resolved  that  the  promoters  of  every  unopposed 
private  Bill  introduced  into  the  Legislative 
Council  or  brought  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  during  the  first  session  of  this  year, 
and  who  have  had  leave  to  suspend  ajiy  further 
proceedings  thereon  during  tne  said  session, 
may  have  leave  to  proceed  with  such  Bills  in 
this  present  session  at  the  stage  at  which  the 
proceedings  thereon  were  suspended. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  3rd  November,  1887. 


First  Readings— Second  Readings— Bill  discharged 

—  Cheese-making  —  Legislative  Councillors  —  J. 
Short— Education— Importation  of  Stock— Vaile's 
Railway  Scheme— Land-grants  to  discharged 
Government  Employes — Auckland-HelensviUe 
Railway—Fahiatua  Village-settlors- Platelayers 

—  Sir  R.  Stout  —  Heretaanga  Block  — Akaroa 
Borough  Council  Reserves  Vesting  and  Reclama- 
tion Bill— Gisbome  High  School  Bill— Nelson 
Foreshore  Reserve  BUI— Oamaru  Harbour  Board 
Loan  Bill— Wanganui  Harbour  Bill— Onehunga 
Cemetery  Reserve  Bill— Christchurch  Drainage 
Board  Reserves  Sale  and  Exchange  Bill— Napier 
Harbour  Board  Amendment  and  Endowment  Im- 
provement Bill— Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill- 
Auctioneers  Bill— Limitation  of  Votes  Bill— Land 
for  Settlements  Bill— Onehunga  Water  Reserves 
Bill— North  Duuedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill— 
Sumner  Public  Works  Bill  — Samoa  — Dunedin 
Insurance  Buildings  — Railways— Savings  pro- 
posed in  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  Property  Trust 
Bill,  Mning  Companies  Bill,  Administration 
Bill,  Wairoa  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
Civil  List  Bill,  Governor's  Salary  and  Allow- 
ances Bill,  Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Christ- 
church  Drainage  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  and  Racecourse 
Reserve  Bill,    New    Plymouth    Borough  and 
Harbour  Board  Street  and  Reserve  Exchange 
Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
City  of  Dunedin  Borrowing  on  Deposit  Bill. 

CHEESE-MAKING. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
If  the  Government  will  secure  the  services  of 
a  qualified  expert  in  cheese-making,  in  order 


that  the  dairy  factories  in  the  colony  may  have 
the  services  of  such  expert  in  order  to  be  able 
to  manufacture  cheese  of  the  highest  clasSy  ao 
that  cheese-making  may  be  remunerative  as 
an  export  to  England  ?  They  found  by  recent 
information  that  an  increased  duty  was  to  be 
put  on  imported  cheese  in  some  of  the  other 
colonies,  and  so  our  export  of  cheese  to  those 
colonies  would  be  stopped;  and  therefore  it 
would  be  necessary  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  these  exports  to  find  their  way  to 
England  as  the  best  market.  So  far,  they  had 
not  been  able,  in  New  Zealand  factories,  to 
make  cheese  of  a  quality  that  would  keep  any 
reasonable  time,  and  so  get  for  it  a  better  price 
than  could  be  got  for  ordinary  cheese.  The 
factory  in  his  district,  it  was  known,  had  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  dairy  factories  in 
the  colony,  and  had  manufactured  cheese  of  a 
very  high  class.  But  it  was  recognised  that 
certain  improvements  were  wanted  to  make 
the  cheese  perfect  as  to  keeping  quality,  and  so 
available  for  export ;  and  those  connected  with 
the  factory  believed  that  an  expert  could  be 
secured  at  a  very  reasonable  cost  for  the  pur- 
pose he  suggested.  He  therefore  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to  make 
inquiries  about  the  mattet  and  see  if  some- 
thing could  be  done  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment fully  recognised  the  importance  of  the 
dairy  industry,  and  they  would  see  what  steps 
could  be  adopted  to  give  practical  effect  to  the 
idea  convoyed  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 
^Ir.  LEVESTAM  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  amend  the  Disqualification 
Act  so  that  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
who  make  use  of  their  position  as  members  of 
that  body  to  infiuence  the  elections  for  this 
House  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  a  seat 
in  the  Council  ?  He  bad  been  induced  to  put 
the  question  in  consequence  of  advertisements 
and  circulars  which  were  issued  during  the  late 
election  by  members  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  spread  broadcast  all  over  the  colony.  Not 
only  was  an  advertisement  printed  in  the  news- 
papers, but  actually  leaflets  were  printed  and 
circulated  calling  upon  the  electors  to  exercise 
their  choice  in  a  certain  direction.  If  these 
circulars  had  been  signed  by  those  issuing  them 
as  private  citizens  no  one  could  object,  but 
they  were  signed  as  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  by  the  following  gentlemen:  J. 
Menzies,  Mathew  Holmes,  De  Renzie  Brett, 
H.  Chamberlin,  J.  W.  Bamicoat,  H.  Williams, 
W.  S.  Peter,  T.  Fraser,  J.  B.  A.  Acland,  W.  D. 
H.  Baillie,  W.  Robinson,  and  J.  A.  Bonar. 
They  had  all  signed  their  names  as  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  he  wished  to 
know  if  the  Government  would  amend  the 
Disqualification  Act  so  as  to  disqualify  gentle- 
men who  in  future  used  their  position  in  that 
direction. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  a  great  deal  of  debatable 
matter  in  his  explanation.  The  Government 
had  no  intention  whatever  of  introducing  such 
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&  Bill  as  he  suggested ;  nor  did  he  think  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  complained  of  could 
in  any  way  be  called  an  abuse  of  their  power 
lay  members  of  the  other  House  in  endeavour- 
ing to  induce  their  fellow-citizens  to  vote  in  a 
particular  direction  upon  a  large  question  of 
poliej.  They  were  free  citisens,  and  were  cer- 
tainly clearly  within  their  rights,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  in  doing  what  had  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  LEVESTA^I.— I  feel  compelled  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  because  the 
Premier's  answer  appears  to  me  to  be  very 
nnsatisfactozy.  No  one  denies  that  members 
of  the  GounoU  have  a  perfect  right  as  citizens 
to  endeavour  to  influence  the  electors ;  but  when 
they  issue  circulars  and  append  the  letters 
MJL.C.  to  their  names  I  think  they  are  impro- 
perly using  the  position  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  Grown,  and,  in  so  endeavouring  to  infiu- 
enoe  elections,  I  contend  they  are  going  far 
beyond  their  right.  Most  of  these  honourable 
gentlemen  are  unknown  by  people  generally, 
and  it  is  only  the  addition  of  those  letters  to 
their  signatures  that  gives  them  any  weight  at 
all,  as  it  surroimds  them  with  a  kind  of  halo 
that  influences  a  lot  of  the  less  educated  people 
to  adopt  their  opinions.  What  would  the  Pre- 
mier think  if  the  Governor  tried  to  use  his 
position  in  the  same  way? — and  there  is  this 
difference,  too :  that  we  have  the  Governor  only 
for  a  limited  period,  while  members  of  the 
Council  hold  their  positions  for  life.  I  think 
the  action  I  have  stated  was  an  abuse  of  their 
position,  and  that  any  repetition  of  it  should 
involve  disqualification.  The  practice  at  Home 
bears  out  my  contention,  because  there  the 
undue  interference  of  Peers  in  elections  is  con- 
sidered a  brecbch  of  privilege.  I  trust  honour- 
able members  will  supx>ort  my  motion,  because 
I  think  a  wrong  has  been  done  which  ought  to 
be  rectified. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  second  the  motion,  as  I 
think  the  matter  brought  under  our  notice  is 
one  of  an  important  character.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  action  taken  by  the  Councillors  referred 
to,  if  not  exactly  intimidation,  was  going  in 
that  direction.  If  those  honourable  gentlemen 
had  chosen  to  sign  their  names  without  the 
letters  M.L.C.  added,  they  would  have  been  per- 
fectly within  their  right  as  citizens ;  but,  if  they 
use  those  letters  to  carry  more  weight,  it  cer- 
tainly is  using  their  position  in  a  way  in  which 
they  have  no  right  to  use  it.  I  trust  the  Pre- 
mier will  reconsider  his  statement,  and  will  see 
his  way  to  amend  the  Act  so  as  to  prevent  any 
recurrence  of  this  action  in  the  future ;  and  I 
think  we  should  indicate  to  these  honourable 
gentlemen  that  if  thoy  interfere  as  Legislative 
Councillors  in  future  elections  they  will  be 
doing  what  they  will  not  be  warranted  in 
doing. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  also  hope  that  the 
Premier  will  reconsider  the  matter,  because  I 
think  it  was  unwarrantable  and  improper  in- 
terference. They,  in  a  sense,  were  dictating  to 
the  public  as  to  who  ought  to  be  elected ;  and, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  said,  the 
adding  of  the  magic  letters  M.L.C.  to  their 
names  cast  a  kind  of  halo  round  them.    People 


in  the  outlying  districts  do  not  know  those 
honourable  gentlemen  as  well  as  we  do,  or  there 
would  be  no  halo  whatever.  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  see  his  way  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  this  action  and  to  dis- 
qualify any  one  guilty  of  it ;  and  it  is  my  next 
wish  that  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  will  then  do  a  similar 
thing,  so  that,  all  being  then  disqualified,  they 
may  be  all  done  away  with — the  whole  lot  of 
them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
should  not  allude  to  the  whole  body  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  a  disrespectful 
way  like  that. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  apologize  for 
doing  so,  and  I  again  repeat  that  I  think  the 
action  complained  of  was  unwarrantable  on  the 
part  of  those  whose  names  have  been  given. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  think  the  subject  is 
anything  but  an  unimportant  one.  The  subject 
on  which  the  circular  referred  to  was  issued 
was  one  of  a  conscientious  character,  and  one 
can  speak  about  it  without  appearing  to  be 
influenced  by  political  considerations.  I  think 
it  is  greatly  open  to  question  whether  it  is 
right  or  proper  for  a  large  number  of  members 
of  the  Upper  House  to  endeavour.  In  that 
character,  to  influence  the  elections.  In  my 
opinion,  for  a  large  number  of  them  to  col- 
lectively issue  circulars  to  the  electors  in  that 
way  directly  threatens  the  independence  of  the 
electors  throughout  the  country.  I  am  not  at 
all  going  into  the  question  of  whether  the 
recommendation  they  made  was  right  or  wrong. 
As  I  understand,  there  were  no  other  signatories 
to  the  circular. 

Hon.  Members. — There  were  others. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — In  the  one  that  I  saw  I 
think  there  were  no  other  signatures.  If  I  am 
wrong  it  relieves  the  thing  of  its  special  charac- 
ter. Still,  I  think,  in  any  case,  it  is  not 
a  constitutional  practice  for  members  of  the 
Upper  House  in  large  numbers  to  address 
special  recommendations  to  the  electors,  be- 
cause we  can  easily  conceive  of  circumstances 
in  which  doing  so  would  arouse  very  strong 
political  feelings ;  and,  besides,  it  would  infringe 
upon  the  constitutional  principle  under  which 
the  honourable  gentlemen  appointed  to  the 
Upper  House  are  supposed  to  discharge  their 
duties.  They  have  now  very  large  powers,  and 
I  do  not  think  they  should  endeavour  to  in- 
crease them  by  direct  addresses  to  the  electors. 
There  have  been  parallel  attempts  by  members 
of  an  hereditary  Upper  House  to  unduly  exer- 
cise influence  in  elections,  and  those  attempts 
have  been  looked  upon  with  great  disfavour 
and  disapproval.  I  certainly  think  the  subject 
is  of  sufficient  importance  for  the  Government 
to  give  it  further  consideration. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — I  should  not  like  to  say 
that  I  entertain  a  feeling  of  entire  indifference 
in  regard  to  this  question,  because  I  think  it 
one  of  some  little  importance.  I  know  that 
some  members  of  the  other  Chamber — whose 
names  I  did  not  recognise  amongst  those  read 
out  by  the  honourable  gentleman  —  took  an 
exceedingly  active  part  in  the  recent  general 
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■election ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  ought  to  be 
urged  as  a  charge  against  any  members  of  the 
Upper  House  that  they  have  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  right  to  entertain  opinions  upon 
large  questions  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
€olony.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  a  charge 
which  can  legitimately  be  urged  against  any 
member  of  either  House.  In  my  ovvn  par- 
ticular district  during  the  recent  election  I 
was  favoured  by  the  visitation  of  three  very 
high  and  mighty  dignitaries,  who  delivered 
special  addresses  with  the  direct  object  of 
influencing  the  electors  in  my  constituency; 
and  I  taJke  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  ex- 
press my  acknowledgments  to  those  gentle- 
men for  having  come,  for  the  effect  of  their 
visitation  was  that  I  was  returned  by  a  very 
large  majority.  If  we  are  to  go  into  this 
question,  I  do  not  know  why  a  charge,  if 
charge  it  be,  should  be  levelled  against  one 
side  only  of  any  particular  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  If  there  is  anything  to  be  said 
on  the  matter  at  all,  the  names  of  all  those 
members  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  recent  general 
election  should  be  included  in  the  charge ;  but 
I  maintain  that  those  gentlemen  who  addressed 
the  constituencies  in  the  manner  stated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  a  perfect  right  to  do 
so.  I  must  say  I  admire  the  thin-skinnedness 
of  some  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  chosen 
to  speak  very  warmly  on  the  subject.  Their 
indignation  is,  I  think,  a  little  misplaced,  al- 
though, at  the  same  time,  I  aia  bound  to  say  it 
is  very  amusing. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWAET.— -This  subject,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Cliristchurch  North 
states,  is  one  of  considerable  importance ;  but  I 
think  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  general 
rule  that  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  or  any  number  of  them,  shall  not 
interfere  in  the  way  they  are  said  to  have 
done  in  this  instance.  This  subject  has  been 
brought  forward  frequently  at  Home  from 
time  to  time,  and  debates  of  some  importance 
have  taken  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
this  very  subject,  and  I  think  that  you.  Sir,  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  they  have  a  Stand- 
ing Order  dealing  with  the  matter.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  a  distinction  between  direct 
interference  with  an  election  and  that  inter- 
ference which  every  citizen  has  a  right  to  exer- 
cise. We  know  very  well  that  peers  of  the 
realm  do  write  to  the  London  Times  and  other 
papers  dealing  with  questions  which  have  to  a 
certain  extent  a  direct  influence  on  the  elec- 
tions. We  know  that  Lord  Bramwell  and  Lord 
St.  Leonards  have  written  on  the  Irish  question 
on  several  occasions.  The  Standing  Order  at 
Home  will  be  found  in  the  ninth  edition  of 
May,  at  page  719.  Then,  in  Todd's  "  Parliamen- 
tary Government,"  at  page  10,  the  subject  is  dis- 
cussed. Of  course  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
a  Peer  presiding  over  a  meeting  at  which  a  can- 
didate was  addressing  the  electors;  but  if  he 
went  about  among  the  electors  and  canvassed 
for  votes  objection  would  be  taken  to  that.  I 
know  that  in  my  own  case  a  member  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  actively  can- 
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vassed  against  me.  I  did  not  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  the  matter,  because  I  did  not  think  it 
would  aflect  the  result ;  but  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
interfering  actively,  directly,  and  individually  in 
elections  is  an  objectionable  principle,  and  per- 
haps should  be  put  down  by  Standing  Orders. 
I  can  quite  appreciate  any  complaint  where 
any  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture directly  interferes  in  aji  election;  but  I 
cannot  conceive  that  there  is  cause  of  complaint 
where  one,  two,  or  any  body  of  men  holding 
certain  opinions  uponia  given  subject  choose  to 
publish  a  letter  in  the  newspapers.  A  member 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  a  right 
to  give  expression  to  his  opinions.  Supix)6ing 
a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Le^sla- 
ture  made  a  strong  speech,  surely  a  friend 
might  print  and  circulate  the  speech,  or  it 
could  be  circulated  freely  by  the  Press.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  went 
a  little  too  far,  although  I  quite  appreciate  the 
objection  from  the  point  of  view  I  have  in- 
dicated. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  is 
exceedingly  amusing  —  that  he,  of  all  men, 
should  take  the  objections  he  has  taken. 
Within  the  last  two  months  a  colleague  of 
his  own  in  the  Legislative  Council  did  all  he 
possibly  could  against  me  in  the  election,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  consulted 
with  his  colleague  to  try  and  prevent  me  com- 
ing back  to  this  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  all  he 
could  to  keep  me  out,  but  it  is  absurd  for  him 
to  make  the  objection  which  he  has  just  made. 
We  know  that  in  England  Lord  Salisbury  is 
always  going  about  talking,  whether  he  is  in  or 
out  of  the  Government ;  and  Lord  Bosebezy  is 
always  taking  a  part  in  public  meetings ;  and 
there  are  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  peers  who  do 
all  they  can  to  influence  the  elections.  Surely 
these  gentlemen,  if  they  are  fit  to  occupy  a 
position  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
are  fit  to  speak  to  the  constituencies.  In  Eng- 
land a  peer  who  sits  in  the  House  of  Lords 
has  no  right  to  vote  at  an  election  at  all. 
The  members  of  the  other  Chamber  can  vote 
at  elections  in  this  colony.  For  my  part, 
I  think  that  peers  should  take  an  interest 
in  the  elections  ;  and  I  think  it  is  monstrous 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  should  make  the  statement  which  he 
has  done  when  he  has  actively  indorsed  that 
policy  during  the  late  elections. 

Mr.  FULTON.  — After  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
it  may  be  as  well  that  I,  as  one  of  the  signa- 
tories of  this  famous  document,  should  give  a 
little  explanation  of  what  it  was.  A  number 
of  gentlemen  connected  with  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  who  have  taken,  for  years  past, 
a  deep  interest  in  Bible-reading  in  schools — 
irrespective  of  party  altogether  —  thought  it 
was  as  well  that  the  public  should  be  informed 
that  there  were  a  certain  number  of  members 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  the  question  I  have  referred 
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to,  and  who  are  always  prepared  to  support  it 
in  the  House.  They  therefore  took  upon  them- 
selves to  do  what  I  think  they  had  a  perfect 
tight  to  do.  We  took  it  upon  ourselves  to  issue 
circulars  throughout  the  colony,  asking  that 
the  electors  should  be  largely  influenced  in 
choosing  candidates  by  the  attitude  which  the 
candidates  took  upon  this  question ;  but,  as  to 
influencing  any  particular  election  or  dictating 
to  constituents,  no  such  thing  was  done.  We 
laid  down  the  broad  principle  that  this  was  a 
matter  deserving  consideration,  and  we  wanted 
the  constituencies  to  keep  it  prominently  in 
yiew.  It  is  notorious  that  a  gentleman  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  largely  influences  a 
considerable  section  of  the  Press,  and  the  most 
violent  party  articles  have  appeared  in  that 
section  of  the  Press  trjring  to  influence  the 
elections.  I  suppose  it  is  intended  by  some 
honourable  gentlemen  that  this  discussion 
should  be  a  sort  of  shot,  so  as  to  try  to  pre- 
vent the  question  of  Bible-reading  in  schools 
from  being  successfully  brought  before  the 
House.  I  hope  that,  whatever  efforts  may  be 
made  in  this  direction,  they  will  fsJl  harmless, 
air.  LEVESTAM.— I  am  rather  surprised  at 
the  yery  thin  and  weak  arguments  which  have 
been  brought  forward  by  the  other  side  in  reply 
to  what  I  have  said.  The  ^linister  of  Educa- 
tion is  the  only  member  of  the  Government 
who  has  given  expression  to  his  views  on  this 
subject.  It  appears  to  me  that  he  misses  the 
point  altogether.  He  says  it  is  quite  right  that 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  should  be 
allowed,  as  well  as  any  other  citizens,  to  act 
their  part  as  citizens.  Nobody  denies  that.  The 
only  thing  that  I  and  many  others  object  to  is 
that  they  should  make  use  of  their  positions  as 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  do  what 
I  have  stated.  The  honourable  gentleman  goes 
on  to  ask.  Why  should  the  members  of  one 
branch  only  of  the  Legislature  be  condemned 
for  doing  such  a  thing  as  has  been  stated,  for 
there  are  the  names  of  members  of  this  House 
attached  to  the  list?  The  difference  is  this: 
that  any  member  of  this  House  who  does  a 
thing  which  the  people  do  not  approve  of  is  not 
re-elected ;  the  people  have  their  remedy.  But, 
as  far  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
are  concerned,  they  can  really  do  whatever 
they  like  so  long  as  it  is  not  a  direct  breach  of 
the  Disqualiflcation  Act,  and  no  one  can  call 
them  to  account  for  their  actions.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  ask  the  Government  to  take  steps 
to  prevent  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  from  doing  that  which  evidently  they 
should  not  do,  and  which  they  have  done. 
The  honourable  member  for  Thorndon  told  us 
that  he  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
hononrable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
making  the  remarks  that  he  did,  seeing  that 
he  himself  took  an  active  part  against  the 
election  of  the  honourable  member  for  Thorn- 
don; but  the  hononrable  member  also  misses 
the  point,  because  the  action  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
took  he  took  not  as  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  but  as  a  man  capable  of  being 
xejected  by  the  people. 


Major  ATKINSON.— He  employed  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council  to  do  it. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  ask  the  Premier,  can 
he  show  anything  to  prove  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  use  of  his  position  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council?  If  he 
came  forward  as  a  citizen  to  do  his  duty,  I  say 
that  no  one  can  lay  a  charge  against  him. 
The  extract  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  read  quite  bore  out  the  con- 
tention which  I  had  raised — namely,  that  the 
members  of  the  nominated  Chamber  should 
not  in  any  direct  way  interfere  with  the  elec- 
tions, and  that  what  has  been  considered  to  be  a 
high  breach  of  privilege  elsewhere  could  not  be 
right.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri 
seems  to  have  mistfiiken  the  position  altogether 
when  he  laid  it  down  that  I  have  moved  in  this 
matter  in  order  to  prevent  some  legislation 
which  he  is  desirous  of  seeing  accomplished; 
for  I  was  careful  in  the  remarks  I  made 
not  to  refer  to  the  subject  upon  which  these 
gentlemen  had  interfered.  I  read  out  their 
names,  but  I  carefully  avoided  mentioning  the 
subject,  because  I  recognised  that  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  point  that  I  raised. 
I  had  objected  to  their  interference  on  prin- 
ciple, and  wished  to  do  something  to  stop  it. 
But,  in  reference  to  this  particular  question 
which  had  been  raised,  the  head  of  the  pre- 
vious Government  had  distinctly  stated  that  he 
would  not  allow  any  interference  with  the 
Education  Act,  and  the  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 
tion had  not  then  expressed  any  opinion  that 
the  Act  should  be  interfered  with,  so  that  it 
was  a  matter  outside  the  legislative  subjects 
that  were  under  consideration,  and  was  a 
direct  attack  upon  the  then  Government. 
However,  I  had  carefully  abstained  from  re- 
ferring to  the  subject,  and  I  think  that  my 
honourable  friend,  on  mature  reflection,  will 
admit  that  his  remarks  were  unwarranted. 
I  feel  so  strongly  on  this  matter  that  I  shall 
call  for  a  division  on  the  motion. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,  as  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, might  say  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Thorndon  was  quite  wrong  in  his 
assertions  as  to  the  action  he  (Sir  J.  Vogel) 
took  during  the  election. 

Motion  negatived. 

J.  SHORT. 

Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  action,  if  any,  the  Government  intend 
to  take  with  regard  to  the  petition  of  John 
Short,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
reported  upon  by  the  Native  Aflairs  Committee 
last  session  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  Intend  to  take  any  action ;  but 
they  had  no  objection  to  the  petitioner  tciking 
his  case  before  the  law-courts. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  ROSS  asked  the  Minister  of  Education, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  so  amend  the  Education  Act  dnring  this 
session  as  to  provide  for  the  periodical  trans- 
fer of  School  Inspectors  from  one  district  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


138 


Voile's  Baihvay 


[HOUSE.] 


Scheme, 


[Nov,  3 


another,  and  to  secure  to  teachers  or  School 
Committees  who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  de- 
cisions of  Education  Boards  the  right  of  ap- 
peal ?  He  had  observed  that  a  feeling  existed 
in  the  minds  of  many  residents  and  teachers  in 
botii  Islands  that  the  present  system  of  school 
inspection  was  not  that  which  was  likely  to  be 
most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  education. 
Inspectors,  after  being  long  resident  in  par- 
ticular districts,  became  subject  to  particular 
influences,  and  in  some  instances  their  reports 
and  decisions  were  the  outcome  of  partiality 
and  in  others  of  strong  and  evident  prejudice. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
Inspectors  were  removed  periodically,  or  if  the 
system  which  prevailed  in  England,  where 
the  inspection  throughout  the  Kingdom  was 
directed  by  a  central  authority,  were  adopted 
by  the  colony. 

Mr.  FISHEB  replied  that  it  was  not  pro- 
bable the  Government  would  introduce  any 
Bill  to  amend  the  Education  Act  this  session, 
although  it  was  their  present  intention  to 
place  3io  Inspectors  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Education  Department,  in  preference  to 
adopting  the  system  of  rotary  inspection.  The 
other  proposals  foreshadowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Financial  Statement  could  be 
efieeted  without  interference  with  the  Act  at 
all.  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  question,  ho 
thought  it  would  be  inadvisable  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  in  any  way,  so  long  as  the 
Boards  existed,  interfere  with  them  in  the 
exercise  of  their  duties. 

IMPORTATION  OP  STOCK. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  consider  the  advisability  of  removing 
the  prohibition  that  now  exists  against  the 
importation  of  cattle  and  sheep  from  Europe  ? 
He  noticed  that  the  colonies  of  South  Aus- 
tralia and  Queensland  had  withdrawn  from 
the  arrangements  existing  as  to  the  importa- 
tion of  stock,  and  he  believed  that,  as  it  was 
necessary  to  import  the  best  stock  for  the 
purpose   of  improving  the    productiveness  of 

rtoral  properties,  we  should  see  what  could 
done  in  this  matter.  He  knew  that  it 
would  be  quite  necessarj'  for  the  Government 
to  frame  stringent  quarantine  regulations,  but 
he  had  no  doubt  that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  safd  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  remit  this 
question  to  the  Stock  Committee. 

VAILE'S  RAILWAY  SCHEME. 
Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  reform  in  our  railway  system,  he 
will  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of 
giving  Mr.  Samuel  Vaile's  railway  scheme  a 
fair  trial  on  the  Waikato-Auckland,  or  such 
other  line  as  he  (Mr.  Vaile)  may  suggest  ?  If 
so,  with  a  view  to  giving  such  trial  every  chance 
of  success,  will  the  Minister  make  some  pro- 
vision whereby  Mr.  Vaile  could  personally 
supervise  the  traffic  for  a.  definite  period? 
Seeing  that  considerable  dissatisfaction  existed 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  railways, 
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it  appeared  to  him  that  the  time  wasoppoxtane 
for  giving  this  scheme  of  Mr.  Vaile'e  a  trial; 
and  that  there  was  a  desire  that  it  should  have 
a  trial  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  petitiona 
in  favour  of  that  had  reached  the  Honae, 
especially  from  that  part  of  the  colony  from 
which  he  came.  He  should  therefore  be  Tetj 
much  pleased  to  hear  from  the  Minister  Ix 
Public  Works  that  he  could  see  his  way  to  give 
the  scheme  a  trial.  With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  question,  he  knew  that  strong 
opposition  had  been  manifested  to  this  scheme 
by  the  departmental  officers,  and  he  felt  certain 
that  unless  some  provision  was  made  by  which. 
Mr.  Vaile  would  have  the  supervision  of  the 
traffic  during  the  trial  the  experiment  would 
not  be  a  success. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  thought  this  was  a 
matter  which  could  best  be  discussed  vrhen 
the  Bill  for  constituting  a  Railway  Board  was- 
before  the  House,  and,  if  that  Bill  passed,  the 
question  would  then  be  decided  by  the  Board 
of  Conmiissionors  to  be  appointed  under  it. 

LAND-GRANTS  TO  DISCHARGED 
GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYl&S. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government* 
V/hether  they  are  in  favour  of  setting  aside 
suitable  area>8  of  Crown  lands  in  each  land 
district  as  grants  for  workmen  and  others  in 
Government  employment  whose  services  are 
being  dispensed  with,  and  who  are  not  entitled 
to  pensions  or  substantial  retiring-allowances ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  will  make  provision 
for  such  grants  being  immediatelv  available  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  in  favour  of  making  grants  to 
the  class  hero  referred  to,  but  were  of  opinion 
that  the  facilities  to  be  offered  for  settlement 
under  the  new  Land  Bill  would  be  found  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

AUCKLAND-HELENSVILLE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  When  he  will  bo  prepared  to  call 
for  tenders  for  the  construction  of  another  sec- 
tion of  the  North  Auckland-Helensville  Rail- 
way? He  understood  that  a  sum  of  ig70,000 
was  provided  by  the  House  last  session  for  this 
railway,  and,  as  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
unemployed  was  likely  to  crop  up  in  Auckland, 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  be  prepared 
to  call  for  tenders  for  further  work  on  the  line 
at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  working- 
plans  had  been  prepared  for  a  further  section 
of  five  miles ;  but  for  fifteen  miles  beyond  that 
point 'there  was  some  difficult  country,  and 
until  it  had  been  properly  explored,  in  order 
to  flx  the  grades,  the  Government  would  not 
be  in  a  position  to  call  for  tenders ;  but  no  time 
would  be  lost.  The  money  was  in  hand,  and, 
as  the  Government  were  aware  that  there  was 
necessity  for  work  to  be  found,  they  would  do 
all  they  could  to  expedite  matters. 

PAHIATUA  VILLAGE-SETTLERS. 
Mr.  SIkllTH  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  find  employment  in  road-making  for  the 
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Pahiataa  'village-settlers  who  require  temporary 
assistance? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  repHed  that 
azraogements  had  been  made  for  letting  seyeral 
sxoall  contracts  on  the  Toritea  Road,  eastward 
of  Paliiatiia,  to  the  extent  of  £350  or  there- 
abonts,  so  as  to  give  the  village-settlera  an 
opportunity  of  employment. 

PLATELAYERS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Pablic 
Works,  If  there  have  been  instructions  issued  to 
the  gangers  on  the  railways  to  cause  the  plate- 
lajeis  to  work  more  than  eight  hours ;  and,  if 
so,  if  he  will  cause  such  overtime  to  be  discon- 
tinued, except  in  cases  of  emergency  ?  He  was 
informed  that  such  instructions  had  been  issued, 
and  it  was  feared,  not  only  by  the  men  them- 
selves, but  by  the  settlers  and  working-men 
also,  that  if  this  change  were  made  it  would 
breaJc  down  the  eight-hours  system.  It  was 
well  known  that  these  men  wore  capable  of 
doing  all  the  work  that  was  necessary  within 
the  ordinary  time,  and  that  there  was  no  real 
need  for  them  to  work  more  than  the  eight 
hours  xmless  they  had  to  walk  over  the  line ; 
and  that  should  be  done  by  the  men  in  rota- 
tion. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  had  been  no 
special  instructions  issued  to  the  gangers  to 
cause  the  platelayers  to  work  more  thau  eight 
hours  a  day ;  but,  as  the  gangers  were  respon- 
sible for  the  sections  under  their  charge,  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  insure  safety,  that  the 
men  should  be  required  to  walk  their  respective 
sections  before  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
after  five  in  the  evening,  each  man  taking  his 
turn.  It  was  not  possible  to  keep  strictly  within 
the  eight  hours  for  work  of  this  character,  and 
the  men  were  aware  of  the  work  that  they  had 
to  perform  before  engaging. 

SIR  R.  STOUT. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  whether  it  was  true,  as 
stated  by  a  southern  paper,  that  the  Premier 
had  offered  Sir  R.  Stout  the  Attorney-General- 
ship and  a  seat  in  the  Upper  House. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  there  was  no 
truth  in  the  statement  which  had  gone  abroad 
that  he  had  offered  to  Sir  R.  Stout,  or  proposed 
to  him  in  any  way,  that  he  should  have  a  seat 
in  the  Government,  or  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General  in  the  Council.  There  had  been  no 
negotiation,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  be- 
tween Sir  R.  Stout  and  himself  with  a  view  to 
a  coalition  since  1884. 

HERETAUNGA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  asked  the  Govemment,-- 
(1.)  If  Crown  grants  have  been  issued  for  any 
part  of  the  Heretaunga  Block,  Hawke's  Bay  ? 
(2,)  If  the  late  Government  agreed  that  the 
same  should  be  registered  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— The  answer  to 
the  first  question,  if  Crown  grants  have  been 
issued  for  any  part  of  the  Heretaunga  Block, 
IS  Yes ;  and  to  the  second  question,  if  the  late 
Government  agreed  that  the  same  should  be 
registered,  the  answer  is  also  Yes. 


AKAROA  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  RESERVES 
VESTING  AND  RECLAMATION  BILL. 
Mr.  McGregor,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  very  short  and 
very  small  measure,  and  did  not  involve  any 
question  of  principle :  it  was  simply  to  enable 
the  borough  to  have  certain  land  vested  in  it, 
and  had  been  favourably  reported  upon  by  the 
Local  Bills  Committee.  The  Bill  before  being 
introduced  had  been  subject  to  the  supervi- 
sion and  advice  of  the  late  Attorney-General, 
Sir  Robert  Stout,  who  had  suggested  certain 
clauses,  so  that  both  the  public  and  the  cor- 
porate body  were  completely  and  satisfactorily 
protected.  The  schedules  of  the  Bill  had  been 
carefully  revised  and  redrawn  by  the  Chief 
Surveyor  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  The 
Bill  was  purely  in  connection  with  a  local 
matter.  The  Borough  Council  of  Akaroa  wished 
to  have  a  certain  section  of  land  vested  in 
them  for  the  double  purpose  of  having  control 
of  it  and  of  enabling  them  to  reclaim  another 
portion  of  land  which  at  present  was  a  malarial 
swamp.  Some  honourable  members  present  no 
doubt  knew  the  configuration  of  the  country, 
and  it  would  be  within  the  knowledge  of  such 
that  there  was  no  part  of  the  district  on  which 
athletic  sports  could  take  place.  It  was  desir- 
able that  land  should  be  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  the  intention  of  the  Corporation  was 
to  reclaim  a  certain  portion  of  the  swamp  now 
caused  by  tidal  water  and  occasionally  covered 
by  the  highest  tides,  for  a  cricket-  and  recrea- 
tion-ground. To  do  this  it  would  be  necessary 
to  tn£e  the  material  from  another  reserve — the 
reserve  mentioned  in  section  5  of  the  schedule. 
Under  section  9  of  the  Act  the  Council  pro- 
posed to  borrow  a  small  sum  of  money,  but  that 
sum  would  not  exceed  £1,500.  The  present 
income  of  the  Corporation  of  Akaroa  was  about 
£1,000  per  annum,  and  there  was  really  no 
liability  to  be  incurred  under  the  Bill.  The 
request  was  reasonable,  and  the  people  in  the 
borough  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  this 
very  desirable  reclamation  being  carried  out. 
All  the  proceedings  had  been  legally  taken,  and 
he  had  much  pleasure  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GISBORNE  HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  at  present  there  was  no 
provision  in  Gisbome  for  secondary  education 
After  the  Act  of  1885  was  passed  the  Board  of 
Directors  did  not  see  their  way  to  establish  a 
high  school,  the  district  not  being  sufficiently 
advanced  and  the  revenue  of  the  Board  not 
being  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  However, 
they  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Hawke's 
Bay  Education  Board  to  give  them  assistance 
from  the  revenues  under  the  High  School  Act 
in  the  payment  of  an  assistant  master,  in  order 
that  tbo  public  school  might  be  constituted  a 
district  school.  The  sole  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  give  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  the  advan- 
tage of  having  a  district  high  school. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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NELSON  FORESHORE  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  had  been  before  the 
House  on  several  occasions,  and  had  passed  its 
second  reading  vvithout  division ;  but,  as  there 
were  so  many  new  members  now,  he  would  ex- 
plain its  provisions.  There  was  at  Nelson  a 
very  large  piece  of  foreshore,  which  was  dry  at 
low  water,  and  there  was  a  considerable  rise 
and  fall  of  tide  there.  The  consequence  was 
that  this  foreshore  was  not  only  a  great  eyesore 
but  was  a  regular  fever-breeding  place,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  reclaim  it.  No  money  was 
asked  for,  but  only  that  the  land  should  be 
vested  in  the  Corporation.  Clause  4  provided 
that  the  revenue  of  the  Corporation  should  be 
liable  for  the  mortgage  which  existed  on  the 
property.  He  might  state  that  some  years 
ago,  before  the  provinces  were  abolished,  the 
Superintendent  borrowed  some  money  from 
IVIr.  Cawthron,  and  that  gentleman  held  this 
foreshore  as  security.  The  money  so  raised 
was  devoted  to  two  specific  purposes — namely, 
the  enlargement  of  a  lunatic  asylum  and  the 
erection  of  a  wharf.  Both  these  works  were 
accomplished,  and  became  the  property  of  the 
colony  on  the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  the 
colony  then  becoming  liable  for  the  money 
borrowed. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  in  view  of  the  injury 
which  it  was  represented  this  reclamation  would 
do  to  the  Harbour  of  Nelson,  and  having  regard 
to  the  official  reports  upon  the  subject,  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  for  the  Government  to  sup- 
port this  Bill.  There  was  a  report  from  Mr. 
Blackett,  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  to  the  effect 
that  the  reclamation  would  be  very  injurious 
to  the  harbour.  In  order  that  there  might  be 
no  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
report,  he  would  read  it  to  the  House  : — 

'*  I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Marine  Department  on  this 
question.  It  will  be  very  detrimental  to  the 
harbour  and  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar 
to  allow  reclamation  over  such  a  large  area, 
or  any  of  it,  except  at  the  edges  at  the  very 
shallowest  parts.  In  another  paper  (report  on 
Nelson  Harbour  and  changes  there)  I  have 
pointed  this  out,  and  that  any  considerable 
amount  of  reclamation  must  be  followed  up  by 
dredging  to  restore  the  volume  of  water  lost 
by  such  reclamation.  Under  the  altered  con- 
ditions of  Nelson  Harbour  it  is  desirable  that 
as  much  water  as  possible  should  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  harbour,  for  scouring  purposes  on  tlie 
bar,  which  will  become  less  and  less  fitted  for 
the  entrance  of  vessels  should  reclamation  be 
allowed.  In  the  event  of  dredging  being  looked 
forward  to  as  a  necessary  consequence,  it  will 
be  well  to  arrange  on  what  body  the  cost  of 
such  works  shall  fall.'* 

There  was  a  second  report  from  Mr.  Blackett 
upon  the  subject,  which  he  need  not  read.  It 
entirely  supported  the  former  one,  and  was,  if 
anything,  a  little  more  emphatic.  Should  the 
Bill  however  pass  its  second  reading,  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  alter  the  schedule, 
so  as  to  considerably  reduce  the  area  of  land  to 
be  reclaimed,  in  order  that  there  might  be  a 


sufficient  area  left  for  railway  purposes ;  but,  to 
his  mind,  the  objection  raised  by  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief  was  fatal  to  the  Bill,  because  the  re- 
clamation would  cause  the  silting-up  of  the 
most  valuable  part  of  the  harbour,  and  would 
render  the  Railway  Wharf  useless.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  would  do  well  to  withdraw 
his  Bill  for  the  present,  so  as  to  allow  the 
papers  which  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  had 
referred  to  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  in  order  that 
honourable  members  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  forming  their  own  opinions.  He  him- 
self entertained  a  very  strong  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  opinion  of  the  En- 
gineer-in-Chief, for  he  remembered  that  that 
gentleman  held  the  same  view  with  reg^ard  to 
the  Timaru  Harbour,  and  recommended  that 
the  breakwater  should  be  blown  up.  It  was 
not  easy  for  the  House  to  form  an  opinion  as 
to  how  the  Harbour  of  Nelson  would  be  af- 
fected unless  the  plans  were  laid  on  the  table  ; 
and,  as  to  diminishing  the  quantity  of  water 
going  into  it,  and  diminishing  the  scour,  it 
would  appear  to  any  ordinary  individual  that 
by  contracting  the  space  through  which  the 
water  had  to  flow  the  scour  would  be  increased. 
As  he  said  before,  he  would  recommend  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
withdraw  it  for  the  present,  so  that  honourable 
members  might  recul  the  papers  and  give  an. 
intelligent  vote. 

Mr.  FERGUS  Would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  whether  he  would  not  take 
the  advice  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  and  postpone  the  Bill  to  a  future  day, 
so  that  members  might  become  conversant 
with  its  merits  and  see  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Blackett. 

Mr.  LEVESTAIir  could  not  see  that  he  would 
gain  anything  by  that,  as  the  same  objections 
would  be  raised  on  going  into  Committee. 

Mr.  FERGUS  must  then  point  out  that  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  quoted  from 
any  recognised  authority  upon  the  question, 
which  was  discussed  in  Mr.  Blackett's  report 
of  last  year.  Whatever  honourable  members 
might  think  of  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer-in- 
Ghief — and  men  would  very  often  differ  with 
regard  to  matters  of  this  sort — there  was  no 
counterbalancing  opinion  brought  forward  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill.  The  matter  was  one  of  very  considerable 
importance,  not  only  to  Nelson  itself,  but  to 
the  colony  at  large ;  and  if,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Blackett,  the  reclamation  would  have  the  efieot 
of  damaging  the  Harbour  of  Nelson,  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  see  that  he  would 
be  doing  very  great  harm  to  that  district.  The 
Government  did  not  oppose  the  Bill  on  any 
weak  or  frivolous  ground,  or  out  of  any  an- 
tagonism to  the  honourable  gentleman,  but 
solely  in  the  interest  of  the  colony.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  adjourn  the  debate 
and  bring  forward  any  substantial  opinion  of 
a  recognised  engineer,  so  as  to  enable  honour- 
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able  members  to  judge  of  Mr.  Blackett's  report, 
he  had  no  doubt  the  House  would  favourably 
CQusider  his  Bill.  In  the  interest  of  the  colony 
and  of  the  place  itself  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  hastily  commit  itself  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken  had  asked  him  to 
biing  forward  some  evidence  to  counterbalance 
that  of  Mr.  Blackett ;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  know  that  it  wcbs  impossible 
for  him  to  do  so,  as  there  were  very  few  marine 
engineers  in  the  colony,  and  none  residing  in 
Nelson.  They  were  told  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  this  work  would  be  very  bad 
for  Nelson,  because  the  harbour  would  be 
damaged;  and  they  were  also  told  by  the 
Minister  of  Edueation  that  the  depth  of  water 
at  the  Railway  Wharf  would  decrease.  He 
moved  yesterday  for  a  return  by  the  Harbour- 
master as  to  the  depth  of  the  water  at  the 
Railway  Wharf;  and,  as  far  as  he  could  under- 
stand, there  was  now  a  bank  forming  just 
inside  the  Railway  Wharf.  Honourable  mem- 
bers would  understand  that  no  reclamation 
had  yet  taken  place,  but  a  bank  was  forming 
nevertheless,  and  the  Government  would  by- 
and-by  have  to  dredge.  They  had  been  told 
that  the  Marine  Engineer  reported  very 
strongly  against  this  Bill,  and  they  were  also 
told  that  some  alteration  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  schedule.  He  was  obliged  to  bring  this  Bill 
forward  in  exactly  the  same  state  that  it  was 
in  last  session ;  but  Mr.  Speaker  knew  that  the 
schedule  was  amended  to  obviate  the  objections 
made,  and  that  the  opinion  which  was  given  by 
the  Marine  Engineer  was  that  if  these  altera- 
tions were  made  in  the  schedule  very  little 
harm,  if  any,  would  accrue  to  the  Nelson  Har- 
bour. Under  any  circumstances,  whether  the 
reclamation  went  on  or  not,  dredging  would 
have  to  take  place.  He  maintained  that  far 
more  harm  would  be  done  by  not  reclaiming, 
inasmuch  as  this  was  a  fever-bed  quite  close  to 
the  town,  and  steps  would  have  to  be  taken  to 
abate  a  dangerous  nuisance.  He  was  quite 
content  now  to  get  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  When  it  went  into  Committee  those 
honoxtrable  members  who  said  they  opposed 
the  BiU  on  public  grounds  would  have  the 
amended  schedule  before  them,  and  would 
pcobably  see  that  the  later  report  given  by  the 
Marine  Engineer  said  that  if  the  area  were 
reduced  to  such-and-such  an  extent  no  harm 
would  be  done.  He  trusted  honourable  mem- 
bers would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  82. 
Ballance  Joyce  Richardson,  E. 

Blake  Kelly  Seddon 

Buxton  Kerr  Smith 

Duncan  Lawry  Steward,  W.  J. 

Feldwick  Macarthur         Stewart,  W.  D. 

Fish  McKenzie,  J.     TumbuU 

Fitchett  Moss  Yogel 

Grimmond         O'Gallaghan      Walker. 
Guinness  O'Gonor  Tellers. 

Hutchison  Ormond  Levestam  i 

Jones  Reeves,  W.  P.    Taylor.  { 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Fitzherbert  Samuel 

Lance.  Russell. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Motion  for  second  reading  negatived. 

OAMARU  HARBOUR  BOARD  LOAN  BILL. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  enter  very  largely  into  an  explanation  of  the 
proposals  which  the  BUI  contained,  seeing  that 
it  passed  its  first  and  second  readings  in  the 
last  session  of  the  last  Parliament,  and  would 
doubtless  have  passed  into  law  but  for  the  dis- 
solution. For  the  information  of  new  mem- 
bers, however,  he  might  explain  one  or  two 
points  connected  wi&  the  Bill,  in  order  to 
clear  up  any  doubts  that  might  exist  in  their 
minds  concerning  its  provisions.  The  object 
of  the  First  Part  of  the  Bill  ws^  to  consoli- 
date previous  |loans;  and  the  Second  Part  was 
to  give  authority  to  borrow  £38,000  for  car- 
rying out  repairs  to  the  breakwater,  which 
were  rendered  necessary  through  a  succession 
of  heavy  storms  dislodging  some  of  the  blocks. 
The  damaged  portion  was  now  in  course  of  being 
repaired.  There  was  no  opposition  to  the  BiU 
on  the  last  occasion  it  was  before  the  House, 
and  he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
serious  opposition  to  it  this  time,  but  when 
replying  to  the  various  members  who  might 
speak  on  the  Bill  he  would  answer  any  ques- 
tions that  might  be  raised,  and  in  Committee 
any  reasonable  amendments  oould  be  con- 
sidered. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  seemed  to  hun  that 
this  Bill  was  going  through  with  very  little  ex- 
planation. For  his  own  part,  he  thought  the 
number  of  Bills  of  this  sort  on  the  Order  Paper 
was  preposterous,  and,  before  loading  the  coun- 
try with  another  amount  of  debt,  the  honour- 
able member  ought  to  state  whether  this  wa.6  a 
final  amount  to  put  the  breakwater  in  order. 
A  large  amount  of  money  had  been  flung  into 
the  gutter  in  works  of  this  description,  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  ought  to  explain  whether  this  amount 
would  serve  to  make  the  breakwater  final  and 
complete,  or  whether  next  year  he  would  be 
conung  down  for  a  further  loan.  If  this  money 
was  only  to  patch  up  the  breakwater,  they  would 
have  the  honourable  gentleman  coming  down 
next  year  or  the  year  after  for  a  further  loaxi. 
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It  ought  to  be  a  question  with  the  House 
whether  they  should  pass  the  Bill  or  not,  and 
-whether  for  onoe  and  for  all  the  House  should 
not  put  its  foot  firmly  down  on  these  useless 
little  Harbour  Bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  remarks  just  made 
came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon,  considering  that 
Parliament  had  endowed  Welliugtonl!  and  its 
Harbour  Board  with  £34,000  more  than  was 
ever  intended.  Now,  after  they  had  secured 
everything  for  themselves,  they  objected  to  a 
-small  place  like  Oamaru  having  anything  done. 
Seeing  that  the  money  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
iocal  rates,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
acting  fairly  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  on  looking  over  the  Order 
Paper  he  saw  that  there  were  to  come  before 
them  a  great  number  of  Bills  of  this  most  un- 
satisfactory character — Bills  for  which  some 
of  them  were  voting  because  they  were  told  by 
those  in  whom  they  had  confidence  that  it  was 
**all  right."  In  other  cases  he  believed  the 
measures  were  voted  upon  from  mere  party 
feeling.  Government  supporters  voting  on  one 
side  and  Opposition  members  on  the  other. 
He  thought  it  a  great  pity  they  ever  departed 
from  the  practice  which  prevailed  some  years 
ago,  when  every  Bill  affecting  a  particular  pro- 
vince was  first  submitted  to  the  members  repre- 
senting the  province.  Great  benefit  resulted 
from  that  practice.  When  he  first  came  to  the 
Assembly,  if  a  Bill  was  brought  before  them 
dealing  with  Auckland  masters  it  was  referred 
to  members  belonging  to  the  district.  The  re- 
sult was  that  when  it  came  up  for  considera- 
tion the  discussion  that  took  place  in  the  House 
was  an  intelligent  one.  He  wished  that  all 
Bills  of  this  sort  were  submitted  to  caucuses  of 
members  from  the  district  which  they  affected. 
This  would  be  a  great  guide  to  the  House,  and 
lead  to  a  great  saving  of  time.  The  sooner 
the  old  practice  was  insisted  upon,  or  a  cold 
shoulder  given  to  local  Bills,  the  better. 

Major  STEWARD  said  if  the  course  sug- 
gested by  an  honourable  member  were  adopted 
— namely,  of  putting  their  foot  down  and  stop- 
ping all  works  of  this  kind — it  woiild,  in  this 
<case,  be  "  spoiling  the  ship  for  a  ha'p'orth  o' 
tar."  The  Board  had  not  sufficient  money  to 
effect  the  repair  of  the  dskmage  that  had  oc- 
curred to  the  breakwater,  and  effectually  to 
S:event  the  recurrence  of  the  like  damage  by 
ying  random  blocks  outside  the  walls.  Gene- 
rally speaking,  the  work  was  a  sound  and  sub- 
stantial one,  and  the  money  to  be  raised  under 
the  Bill  would,  it  was  believed,  render  it  per- 
fectly safe  throughout.  It  would  be  worse  than 
folly — it  would  be  a  crime — to  allow  a  work 
of  this  kind  to  be  stopped  for  the  want  of 
funds;  more  especially  when  the  ratepayers 
were  willing  to  be  rated  for  the  interest  on  the 
expenditure.  The  necessity  of  the  case  had 
been  admitted  by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
because  he  saw  by  the  papers  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  stepped  in  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Board  and  advanced  them  something  like 
£5,000  to  enable  them  temporarily  to  repair 
the  damage ;  and  he  believed  the  refunding  of 
Dr,  Newman 


the  money  depended  largely  upon  the  passing 
of  the  present  Bill.  He  thought  the  circmn- 
stances  were  such  as  to  show  the  necessity  far 
passing  such  a  measure,  and  preventing  the 
final  repair  of  the  breakwater  horn,  being  far- 
ther delayed. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  the  preamble  of 
the  Bill  was  very  long — in  fact,  it  seemed  to  be 
the  Bill  itself ;  but  this  was  a  matter  which 
could  be  dealt  with  in  Committee.  For  his 
part  he  believed  it  was  a  necessity  that  this 
money  should  be  raised ;  but,  if  it  were  true, 
as  stated,  that  the  Board  had  made  default  in 
the  payment  of  interest  to  the  Government  as 
required  by  the  Act,  that  was  unpardonable. 
Money  having  been  advanced  by  the  Govern- 
ment, every  step  should  be  taken  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  to  avoid  any  default, 
even  if  they  had  to  rate  themselves  for  the 
purpose.  Whatever  might  be  the  position  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  stability  of 
the  country,  the  private  indebtedness  of  the 
people  was  really  ruining  it,  and  he  would  like 
to  see  some  provision  whereby  money  should 
be  borrowed  out  of  the  colony  if  possible.  Any 
one  who  would  examine  the  recent  accounts 
of  the  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  would  find  that 
its  revenue  had  very  largely  increased.  He 
supported  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  House  should  be  very 
chary  in  passing  any  more  Harbour  Board  Bills 
whatever,  also  in  allowing  Boards  which  were 
already  in  existence  the  power  of  raising  sums 
of  money.  It  might  be  possible  that  in  this 
particular  case  it  was  desirable  to  give  the 
Board  power  to  raise  the  sum  of  £38,000,  in 
order  to  repair  the  works  already  constructed. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  if  the  Port  of  Oamaru  had  never  i 
attempted  to  construct  these  works  at  all.  ! 
Clause  10  of  the  Act  gave  the  Board  power  : 
to  borrow  an  unlimited  sum  of  money  —  at  I 
any  rate,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  interpret 
it.  It  provided  for  the  borrowing  of  £88,000; 
and  that  was  all  that  was  to  oe  borrowed 
at  present  without  the  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers. He  took  that  to  mean  that  if  tiie 
ratepayers  gave  their  consent  at  a  future  time 
further  sums  might  be  borrowed.  If  the  Bill 
passed  its  second  reaiding  and  went  into  Com- 
mittee, the  amount  to  be  borrowed  now  or  in 
the  future  should  be  limited  to  £88,000.  This 
would  settle  the  fate  of  two  or  three  other  Bills 
which  were  to  come  before  Parliament  apply- 
ing fori  cans.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
intended  to  give  all  new  Bills  of  this  kind  his 
most  vigorous  opposition. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  intended  to  support  the 
Bill.  He  knew  something  of  the  position  in 
which  breakwaters  were  placed  by  want  of 
sufficient  funds  to  complete  them  to  a  repro- 
ductive point,  and  therefore  he  spoke  from  a 
practical  point  of  view.  He  held  that  Oamaru 
was  now  very  much  in  the  same  position  as 
New  Plymouth  was  in  a  short  time  ago.  At 
New  Plymouth  thoy  had,  however,  got  over 
their  difficulty.  In  Committee  he  would  draw 
attention  to  one  or  two  matters  in  connection 
with  the  Bill — for  instance,  clause  10,  Part  II., 
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which  did  noi  seem  to  require  takis^  a  vote 
of  the  ratepayers  for  raising  the  loan.  He 
thought  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  ought 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  noticed  from  the 
local  papers  that  the  district  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  throwing  the  responsibility  of  provid- 
ing the  interest  on  to  the  Qovemment  of  the 
«olony.  In  other  words  its  contention  seemed 
to  amount  to  repudiation.  He  did  not  main- 
tain that  this  was  the  feeling  of  the  district. 
It  might  have  been  an  error  on  the  part  of  the 
local  papers  altogether.  He  thought,  however, 
it  was  only  right  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  explain  the  exact  position  of  the 
matter. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
her  who  had  just  spoken  ought  to  have  been 
■a  little  more  careful  before  bringing  into  the 
House  the  silly  tattle  of  newspaper  editors, 
4W  he  was  simply  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House.  It  was  true  that  statements  had 
been  as  to  what  were  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  Oamaru  and  Waitaki ;  but  those 
statements  were  not  true.  With  regard  to 
this  particular  Bill,  he  would  point  out  that 
the  report  of  the  Harbour  Board  accounts 
showed  that  -its  revenue  from  ordinary  work 
had  been  very  considerable,  and  it  was  anti- 
cipated that  it  would  increase  from  year  to 
year.  In  regard  to  the  sum  of  £38,000  pro- 
posed to  be  borrowed,  he  might  explain  that  it 
was  based  upon  a  report  by  the  Government 
ESngineer  who  had  inspected  the  works.  They 
would  admit  that  owners  of  property  could  look 
■after  their  own  interests,  and  they  found  that 
when  a  vote  was  taken  in  the  district  about 
two-thirds  of  the  owners  of  property  replied  in 
favour  of  the  sum  being  raised  smd  a  local  tax 
being  imposed  upon  them  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  interest.  Only  a  few  voted  against 
the  proposal,  while  absentees  and  others  did  not 
vote  at  all.  In  regard  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru,  he  was 
not  aware  that  any  default  had  been  made 
in  the  payment  of  the  interest ;  but,  pending 
the  conversion  of  the  loan,  some  arrangement 
had  been  made  between  the  late  Government 
and  the  Harbour  Board  that  certain  payments 
of  debentures  matured  should  stand  over  until 
the  conversion  took  place.  That  was  in  respect 
of  a  sum  of  £35,000  which  was  borrowed  from 
the  trust  funds  of  the  Government;  and,  in 
addition  to  having  to  provide  the  interest, 
there  was  a  sinking  fund  of  1  per  cent,  to  pro- 
vide, and,  instead  of  the  bonds  being  paid  as 
provided  by  the  Act,  under  an  arrangement  of 
the  late  Government  these  bonds  were  allowed 
to  stand  over. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Before  they  became  due. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  he  was  only  speaking 
generally  on  the  subject,  without  exact  know- 
ledge on  it.  In  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  the 
First  Part  dealt  with  the  consolidation  of  the 
loans.  These  provisions  of  the  First  Part  had 
really  been  passed  by  the  House  before,  and  it 
was  sought  to  be  incorporated  with  this  Bill 
with  a  view  to  col  lee  ting  together  the  whole  of 
the  Bills  of  the  Board.    Ho  thought  what  he 


had  stated  justified  the  Board  in  asking  for 
extended  powers  of  borrowing.  With  regard  to 
consolidation,  it  could  be  shown — as  hc^  been 
shown  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee — that 
it  would  greatly  improve  the  financial  position 
of  the  Board. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  he  happened  to 
know  something  about  this  matter,  as  well  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
whom  he  could  assure  there  was  nothing  so 
calculated  to  arouse  opposition  to  the  Bill  as 
the  injudicious  speech  they  had  just  listened 
to.  He  was  a  ratepayer  in  the  district,  and 
the  Bill  would  have  his  support ;  but  he 
thought,  in  fairness,  the  House  was  entitled 
to  have  the  fullest  possible  information  on  the 
subject.  He  doubted  very  much  whether  it 
was  desirable  to  go  on  borrowing  to  what  might 
be  called  an  unlimited  extent,  but  there  could 
be  no  question  whatever  that  the  Board  re- 
quired further  money,  mainly  to  repair  the 
damage  done  by  a  gale  not  long  ago,  and,  if  the 
money  were  properly  used,  no  doubt  it  would 
put  the  works  in  a  much  better  state.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
referring  to  the  *'  tattle  of  the  papers,"  meant 
a  leading  article  in  a  Dunedin  paper,  dealing 
with  a  suggestion  seriously  made  in  an  Oamaru 
journal  whether  the  time  had  not  come  when 
Oamaru  should  take  up  the  attitude  of  repudi- 
ating its  liabilities. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — There  was  no  such  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  the  suggestion 
was  unquestionably  made,  and  had  been  com- 
mented on  by  the  Dunedin  papers,  and  some 
citizens  of  Oamaru  had  gone  into  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject,  one  gentleman  discussing 
the  question  with  himself.  However,  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  he  should  support  it,  and 
he  hoped  that  by  the  expenditure  of  this 
money  the  works  would  be  put  in  a  satis- 
factory state,  and  that  no  further  expenditure 
would  be  required. 

Mr.  FULTON  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitaki,  in  ms  reply,  would  be  able  to 
tell  the  House  that  this  was  meant  to  be  a 
final  loan  for  this  harbour;  because  the  ex- 
perience of  the  House  in  the  past  had  always 
been  that  when  a  loan  for  a  harbour  was  autho- 
rised it  was  always  the  first  of  a  number  of 
loans  for  the  same  harbour.  Those  interested 
always  came  and  said  that  so  many  thousands 
had  been  spent  and  so  much  work  done,  and 
that  unless  so  many  thousands  more  were 
spent  all  that  had  already  gone  would  be 
wasted.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had  spoken 
in  a  very  sanguine  manner  about  the  rating- 
value  for  the  district  as  a  whole  increasing, 
saying  the  value  of  property  in  the  country 
would  rise,  and  the  rates  received  would  en- 
able the  Board  to  meet  its  engagements. 
Well,  he  (Mr.  Fulton)  knew  something  about 
Oamaru,  and  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  let  the 
House  come  to  a  conclusion  without  giving  it 
such  information  as  he  hod  on  the  subject. 
With  regard  to  the  town  itself,  he  believed  the 
value  of  property  had  decreased  50  per  cent, 
during  the  lost  few  years,  and  people  were 
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really  fleeing  from  the  town  owing  to  the  high 
rates  levied  on  them.  A  local  land-agent  had 
told  him  recently  there  were  a  hundred  and 
fifty  houses  to  let  in  Oamaru,  and  he  himself 
knew  that  there  was  a  very  large  number 
empty,  and  it  was  undeniable  that  people  were 
leaving  the  town  on  account  of  the  very  high 
rates.  That  the  people  in  the  country  really 
wanted  this  Bill  was  indicated,  he  supposed,  by 
their  voting  for  the  loan;  and  some  property- 
holders  believed  that  if  the  proposed  repairs 
were  not  done  the  works  would  seriously  de- 
preciate. He  thought  the  House  should  know 
if  this  W8bs  to  be  the  last  of  it ;  because  a 
very  large  sum  had  been  expended  in  harbour 
works  there  already,  and  unless  there  was  some 
finality  to  this  borrowing  the  colony  would 
certainly  become  liable  for  the  interest,  for 
when  the  people  found  themselves  wholly  un- 
able to  meet  their  engagements  they  would 
come  to  the  House  for  relief,  and  the  House 
would  undoubtedly  be  obliged  to  give  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  FULTON.— It  will. 

Mr.  LIONK  should  oppose  this  Bill  as  far  as 
he  possibly  could.  The  other  day,  when  in  the 
South,  he  came  across  some  gentlemen  very 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  matter,  and  with 
the  state  of  things  generally  in  Oamaru :  they 
described  the  place  as  being  in  a  deplorable 
state,  and  the  bad  condition  of  things  was  very 
much  attributed  to  the  fact  of  there  having 
been  too  much  borrowing  in  connection  with 
the  harbour,  and  also,  he  believed,  for  water- 
works. He  felt  no  sympathy  whatever  with 
the  scheme  of  artificial  harbours  along  the 
coasts  of  New  Zealand,  and  he  believed 
they  were  ultimately  going  to  involve  the 
country  in  a  very  great  liability.  He  believed 
that  Oamaru  was  now  in  such  a  state  that 
it  could  not  afford  to  pay  any  additional 
taxation,  but  for  general  -  revenue  purposes 
additional  taxation  would  be  required  very 
shortly,  and  to  saddle  a  small  district  like  that 
with  an  additional  debt  of  £30,000  seemed  to 
bim  to  be  quite  unjustifiable.  One  gentleman 
connected  with  Oamaru  had  spoken  to  him  in 
the  following  strain :  "  I  hope  you  will  support 
the  Bill  for  borrowing  more  money  for  repairing 
the  breakwater,  and  do  your  best  to  get  it 
through ;  and  I  believe,  after  we  have  done  that, 
the  next  thing  will  be  that  we  shall  want  you 
to  take  over  the  whole  debt,  so  that  the  colony 
will  have  to  pay  the  interest."  This  had  been 
said  by  a  gentleman  directly  interested  in  the 
district,  and,  as  they  had  been  told,  there  had 
been  a  serious  proposal  in  the  place  for  repu- 
diation of  the  liabilities:  that  suggestion , he 
(Mr.  Monk)  believed  was  actually  made.  He 
therefore  felt  bound  to  oppose  this  Bill,  and  he 
should  oppose  all  others  of  a  similar  kind. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  they  had  heard  the  usual 
old  stories  from  the  representatives  of  the 
•  main  ports  in  the  colony.  First,  they  had  one 
of  the  members  for  Wellington,  where  there 
was  a  very  fine  harbour;  and  then  they  had 
one  of  the  members  for  Dunedin,  where  also 
th^y  thought  they  had  a  fine  harbour,  but 
which,  in  his  (lilr.  Duncan's)  opinion,  was  quite 
Mr,  Fulton 


as  expensive  as  Oamaru  in  proportion  ;  and,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man he  referred  to,  he  would  say  that  he 
thought  the  town  and  district  of  Oamaru  were- 
in  quite  as  good  a  position  as  Dunedin  just 
now :  at  any  rate,  that  was  his  view.  This  was 
the  first  time  he  had  heard  that  it  had  been 
proposed  at  Oamaru  that  the  district  should 
not  pay  its  interest,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  or 
that  it  had  not  met  its  obligations  in  time. 
But,  even  admitting  for  argument's  sake — al- 
though he  objected  to  the  statement — that  the 
interest  had  not  been  paid  at  a  particular  time, 
he  thought  the  offence  was  not  a  very  great 
one,  for  the  Board  certainly  were  not  respon- 
sible for  the  circumstances  owing  to  which  this 
Bill  could  not  be  passed  last  session.  The 
justification  for  the  Bill  was  shown  in  the  fact 
that  the  Government  themselves  had  come  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Board  and  had  advanced 
money  to  save  the  works  from  partial  destruc- 
tion. As  to  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri,  he  had  been  in  opposition  to  the  har- 
bour from  the  very  first,  and  he  believed  Uie 
honourable  gentleman  had  a  friend  who  built 
his  house  on  the  hill  to  watch  the  destruction 
of  the  breakwater  during  some  gale ;  and  he 
hoped  that  gentleman  should  live  there  to  see 
this  destruction  ;  and,  if  he  did,  he  would  live 
to  be  as  old  as  Methuselah.  He  had  heard 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  came  all  the 
way  from  the  Taieri  to  Oamaru  to  vote  against 
this  Bill.  They  could  therefore  expect  nothing 
else  but  opposition  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now.  The  cry  about  repudiation  was 
nothing  but  the  tattle  of  some  idiotic  news- 
paper man ;  because  that  district  was  just  as 
sound  as  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  The 
harbour  district  was  a  large  area  not  only  in 
Otago  but  in  Canterbury,  and  there  need  be  no 
fear  that  the  Board  would  get  into  difficulties 
and  not  be  able  to  meet  its  engagements.  As 
to  the  question  of  finality,  it  was  quite  beyond 
human  ken  to  be  able  to  say  absolutely  when 
finality  would  be  reached.  The  only  thing 
they  had  to  go  by  was  the  best  available  ex- 
pert guidance,  and  they  had  the  advice  of  the 
present  Marine  Engineer  of  the  colony,  who 
was  backed  up  by  the  late  engineer  of  the 
works,  who  carried  them  out,  and  their  opinion 
was  that  the  sum  asked  for  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  do  all  that  was  wanted,  and  that 
no  more  money  would  be  required.  Further 
than  that  he  was  not  able  to  speak.  If  there 
were  any  points  in  the  Bill  that  required 
amendment  it  could  be  done  in  Committee, 
and  he  hoped  that  now  the  House  would  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  FULTON  wished  to  say,  in  personal  ex- 
planation, that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
wrong  in  saying  he  had  always  opposed  the 
harbour ;  and  as  to  some  friend  of  his  standing 
on  a  hill  to  watch  for  the  destruction  of  the 
works,  he  had  not  the  slightest  idea  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  He  had 
never  opposed  any  proposal  in  connection  with 
the  harbour  except  on  one  occasion,  when,  being 
asked  if,  as  a  ratepayer,  he  would  support  the 
proposed  loan,  he  had  replied  that  he  could 
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xkot ;  and  he  had  given  his  vote  against  it.    He 
was  not  opposing  this  Bill  now ;  hut,  as  he  had 
said,  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  have  the 
tallest  possible  information  about  it. 
Bill  lead  a  second  time. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BILL. 
Mr.  6ALLANCE,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  said  he 
would  be  very  brief  in  explaining  it,  as  there 
was  much  other  business  to  follow.  The  Bill 
passed  its  second  reading  last  session,  and 
arrived  at  the  Committee  stage,  when  an  im- 
portant amendment  was  made  by  the  striking- 
out  of  the  County  of  Rangitikei  from  the  rating 
area,  which  was  done  at  the  instance  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei.  By  the 
resolution  of  the  House  to  take  up  Bills  again 
which  had  not  passed  through  last  session,  this 
Bill  had  reverted  to  the  second-reading  stage, 
and  it  therefore  contained  the  rating  area  as 
before  the  amendment  mode  last  session.  But 
when  the  Bill  again  went  into  Committee  he 
should  propose  that  the  rating  area  should  be 
as  had  been  decided  in  Committee  last  session, 
except  as  to  this :  that  he  should  propose  that 
the  small  part  of  ilangitikei  between  the  Wa- 
ngaehu  and  Turakina  Rivers  should  be  included 
in  the  rating  area,  and  he  should  not  insist 
even  on  that  if  there  was  any  strong  feeling 
against  it,  but  would  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  it.  He  therefore  assumed  that 
the  opposition  shown  to  the  Bill  last  session 
on  account  of  the  whole  of  Rangitikei  being 
included  in  the  rating  area  would  not  be  shown 
this  session,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
had  been  any  opposition  except  on  that  ground. 
As  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill,  he  might 
explain  that  many  years  ago  the  Wanganui 
Harbonr  Board  had  been  empowered  to  bor- 
row £100,000  for  harbour  works,  and  of  that 
amount  £70,000  had  already  been  borrowed, 
and  the  Harbour  Board  had  never  yet  struck  a 
rate,  having  obtained  sufficient  revenue  from 
dues  and  endowments ;  but  it  was  now  proposed 
to  strike  a  rate  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
interest  on  £30,000,  the  balance  of  the  loan. 
The  Board  would  then  be  in  a  position  to  carry 
on  the  works  to  that  stage  fixed  upon  by  the 
engineers  as  the  stage  that  would  be  profitable 
in  the  way  of  materially  improving  the  entrance 
to  the  Wanganui  Harbour.  He  was  not  aware 
of  any  objection  which  could  be  offered  to  the 
Bill.  It  was  the  first  attempt  to  propose  a  rate 
for  harbour  purposes  in  the  Wanganui  district. 
He  believed  that  most  of  those  who  had  seen 
the  works  were  in  favour  of  the  proposed  exten- 
sion, especially  engineers,  who  had  reported 
that  they  agreed  that  the  work  had  been  only 
partially  done,  and  that  no  improvement  could 
oe  expected  until  £80,000  was  expended  in 
eairying  on  the  works  to  a  further  stage.  The 
Board  had  large  resources,  and  could  with 
perfect  ease  pay  the  interest  on  the  £80,000 
which  it  was  proposed  to  borrow.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  impose  a  rate  of  three-eighths  of  a 
penny  in  the  Borough  of  Wanganui,  and  one- 
fourth  of  a  penny  in  the  rest  of  the  district. 
Before  any  rate  could  be  levied  under  the  Bill 
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a  vote  of  the  ratepayers  must  be  taken.  He 
felt  sure  that  the  importance  of  the  work,  and 
the  fairness  of  the  proposal,  would  commend 
the  Bill  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  begged  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE  was  not  going  to  give  this  Bill  on 
this  occasion  any  of  what  an  honourable  friend 
of  his  would  call  "  fictitious  "  opposition  ;  but 
he  intended,  when  it  went  into  Committee,  to 
move  an  amendment  of  a  somewhat  different 
character  from  that  indicated  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  measure.  The 
amendment  he  intended  to  move  in  Committee 
would  be  one  going  in  the  sskme  direction  as 
that  carried  in  the  JSouse  last  session.  It  was 
true  that  the  ajnendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui,  if  given  effect  to,  would 
affect  only  a  small  portion,  comparatively 
speaking,  of  the  Rangitikei  electorate ;  but  he 
felt,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  fail  in  his 
duty  if  he  were  not  to  oppose  its  inclusion  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  because  that  portion 
of  the  Rangitikei  electorate  was  so  situated 
that  its  produce  would  drain  to  Wellington  vid 
the  Central  Railway.  Therefore  the  district 
was  not  directly  interested  in  the  formation 
of  a  harbour  at  Wanganui.  He  had  given  this 
matter  a  very  great  deal  of  attention,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  favourable  reports  of  marine 
engineers,  he  very  much  feared  that  this  ex- 
penditure would  be  absolutely  wasted,  and  be  of 
an  unremunerative  character.  With  reference 
to  his  amendment,  he  might  say  that  it  would 
affect  a  considerable  part  of  the  Waitotara 
electorate,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances 
he  would  not  move  in  that  direction ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  should  explain  that  it  would 
affect  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Rangitikei 
County,  and  he  wished  to  exclude  that  county 
from  the  Wangsknui  Harbour  Board  District. 
The  members  of  the  Rangitikei  County  Council 
were  unanimously  opposed  to  this  measure,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of-  it  was 
aware,  and  the  residents  of  the  portion  of 
the  Rangitikei  District  sought  to  be  included 
were,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  with  one  excep- 
tion opposed  to  the  proposal,  and  they  had 
asked  him  to  oppose  it.  They  looked  on 
the  work  as  of  an  experimental  character, 
and  they  were  very  well  content  to  let 
what  appeared  to  be  well  alone.  He  could 
not  help  expressing  a  feeling  of  regret  at  the 
resolution  which  was  passed  by  the  House  in 
reference  to  these  local  Bills.  His  experience 
of  local  Bills  had  been  such  that  he  would 
rather  place  obstacles  in  their  way  than  give 
facilities  for  their  passage.  There  were  ques- 
tions which  might  arise  during  the  recess  which 
might  entirely  change  the  original  scope  and 
bearing,  of  one  of  the  Bills ;  and  it  was  just 
possible  that  this  Bill  might  be  a  case  in 
point.  It  had  been  alleged,  although  he  could 
not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  assertion — ^per- 
haps the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  had  heard  something  in  reference  to  it 
— that  the  experience  of  the  past  year  had  gone 
in  the  direction  of  showing  that  if  this  pro- 
posed work  were  carried  on  as  contemplated  it 
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might  result  in  serious  detriment  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  Wanganui  River,  because  it  was 
feared  that  the  sea  had  been  sweeping  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  protective  material 
into  the  channel.  He  did  not  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement,  but  it  was  one 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  one  which  cer- 
tainly had  a  bearing  on  such  a  resolution  as 
had  unfortimately  been  passed  by  the  House. 
If  the  expenditure  was  certain  to  have  the  re- 
sult claimed  for  it  he  would  certainly  be  silent 
— that  was  to  say,  in  so  far  as  opposing  the 
inclusion  of  an  acre  of  the  district  which  pre- 
sumably would  be  directly  benefited;  but  he 
believed  the  facts  of  the  case  pointed  steadily 
in  the  other  direction.  He  was  merely  giving 
that  as  his  individual  opinion ;  and  he  would 
also  say  it  was  not  pleasant  to  oppose  his 
honourable  friend  in  this  measure,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  felt  it  was  his  duty  to  adhere  to 
the  attitude  which  he  had  taken  up  in  reference 
to  the  Bill.  He  would  again  merely  state  that 
he  would,  in  Committee,  move  the  amendment 
which  was  carried  by  the  House  last  session. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  thought  it  deshrable  to 
state  the  position  which  he  intended  to  take  in 
reference  to  this  Bill.  He  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  most  heartily,  because 
the  great  majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
Counties  of  Wanganui  and  Waitotara  were  in 
favour  of  the  work,  which  was  at  present  in- 
complete, being  carried  to  a  point  which,  on 
the  warrant  of  voluminous  reports  of  eminent 
authorities,  the  work  ought  to  be  extended  to ; 
but  he  would  in  Committee  have  to  support  the 
amendment  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  had  indicated  he  intended  to  pro- 
— ^nskmely,  that  the  whole  of  the  County  of 
gitikei  should  be  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill.  He  would  have  to  do  so, 
because  the  question  had  been  raised  during 
the  recent  election,  and  he  had  ^iven  a  pledge 
that  he  would  not  support  the  Bill  in  so  far  as 
it  affected  the  County  of  Bangitikei.  The  part 
of  the  County  of  Bangitikei  included  in  the  Bill 
was,  however,  associated  in  matters  of  busi- 
ness with  the  County  of  Wanganui.  He  was 
pledged  to  support  such  an  amendment  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  had  indi- 
cated. Subject  to  that,  he  should  have  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  if  this  Bill  contained 
a.  fresh  proposal  for  borrowing  he  would  cer- 
tainly do  all  he  could  to  oppose  it;  but  it 
appeared  that  power  had  already  been  given  to 
raise  £100,000,  and  that  £40,000  of  that  amount 
had  not  yet  been  raised.  Therefore  it  appeared 
right  that  the  Board  should  be  empowered  to 
raise  the  balance  they  required.  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Government — and  he 
thought  the  matter  was  worthy  of  their  atten- 
tion— to  the  fact  that  it  required  all  the  money 
got  from  the  gold-mines,  the  profits  on  agricul- 
ture, the  frozen-meat  industry,  and  the  forests 
and  fisheries  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  private 
indebtedness  which  existed  in  the  colony.  It 
•was  a  most  serious  matter;  and  it  did  not 
matter  how  wisely  the  Government  might  con- 
Ur,  Bruce 


duct  the  colony's  affairs  if  they  allowed  the 
public  indebtedness  to  increase  in  the  extca- 
ordinary  manner  it  was  increasing  at  the  present 
time.  As  to  this  Bill,  he  felt  bound  to  support 
it,  as  the  Board  had  previously  obtained  power 
to  borrow  £100,000;  but,  as  regarded  further 
borrowing  Bills  for  Harbour  Boards  or  other 
bodies,  he  thought  the  House  should  set  its  face 
steadily  against  them,  because  all  the  wealth 
raised  in  the  colony  was  being  drained  to  pay 
for  private  indebtedness,  not  to  speak  of  public 
indebtedness. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  89. 
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Anderson 
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Mackenzie,  T. 
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Dodson 
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Fisher 
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Pearson 
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.  Wilson. 

For, 

Against, 

Lance 

Bussell 

Tumbull.                    Stuart-Menteath. 

Majority  for,  8. 

BiU  read  a 

second  time. 

ONEHUNGA  CEMETEBY  BESEBVE 

BILL. 
Mr.  LAWBY,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  might  inform  honourable  members 
that  he  took  charge  of  it  at  this  particular 
stage  on  behalf  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Manukau,  Mr.  Speaker.  He  thought  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  because  it  was  customary,  he  believed, 
that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  should  pass  without  much  discus- 
sion, and  without  very  much  opposition,  and 
when  it  got  into  Committee  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  wsbs  really  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  be  able  to  debate  it,  if  there  was  any 
objection  to  it.  He  might  say  that  he  knew 
something  about  the  land,  for  he  had  been 
familiar  with  the  whole  of  the  reserve  for  a 
period  extending  over  four  or  five  years ;  and,  he 
might  say,  the  position  was  simply  this :  that 
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the  Onehnnga  people  had  no  public  bazying- 
gromid,  becanae  their  prMent  cemetery  site 
was  situated  within  the  Borough  of  Onehunga, 
and  under  the  existing  law  no  cemetery  could 
be  used  within  the  boundazy  of  a  borough.  He 
might  add  that  the  burying-grounds  which  were 
at  present  used  were  so  small  and  crowded  that 
no  burial  could  take  place  in  them  now  with 
anything  like  ordinary  decency.  Having  thus 
explained  the  object  of  the  Bill,  he  would  simply 
move  the  second  reading,  and  ask  the  House  to 
take  the  discussion  on  it  when  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee. 

Mr.  PEACOCK,  in  the  first  place,  was  not 
-satisfied  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  the 
Bill  at  all.  During  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment he  was  asked  by  the  majority  of  the 
burgesses  of  Onehunga  to  attend  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  when  this  Bill  was  under  con- 
sideration to  protest  against  its  beiug  passed, 
inasmuch  as  they  considered  that  the  site 
which  had  been  set  apart  for  a  cemetery  was 
thoroughly  suitable  for  the  purpose ;  and,  al- 
though they  were  aware  that  a  site  situated 
within  a  borough  could  not  be  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  cemetery,  owing  to  the  provision  in 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  subsequently 
passed,  still  the  position  of  that  site  was  so 
separate  from  the  borough,  bordering  as  it  did 
on  the  Harbour  of  Manukau,  and  lying  in  such 
a  way  as  to  be  entirely  independent  of  the 
borough  and  not  likely  to  contaminate  any- 
thing, that  he  believed  they  could  have  made 
out  a  very  good  case  for  coming  to  the  House 
and  asking  that  an  exception  might  be  made 
in  their  favour  in  this  particular  instance,  and 
that  the  clause  in  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  which  governed  these  matters  should  not 
apply  to  their  cemetery.  But  there  was  another 
objection  to  the  Bill.  He  took  objection  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  an  important  particular 
omitted  from  it — that  not  only  were  the  bur- 
gesses of  Onehunga  interested  in  this  reserve, 
but  that  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Eden,  which  extended  from  Onehimga 
to  the  City  of  Auckland,  had  also  a  right  in  it. 
Under  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Act, 
under  which  this  endowment  was  granted,  it 
was  stated  that  the  Governor  ''may  issue  a 
Crown  grant  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1882,  to 
the  Mayor,  Councillors,  and  burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  Onehunga,  in  trust  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Borough  of  Onehunga  and  the 
Coimty  of  Eden."  Part  was  to  be  granted  for 
a  rifle-range,  part  for  a  cemetery,  and  part  for 
a  recreation-ground.  But  in  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  it  would  be  seen  that  it  was 
stated  in  the  2nd  clause  that  the  endowment 
was  granted  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough 
of  Onehunga,  without  at  all  stating  what  was 
also  true — that  the  people  of  the  County  of 
Eden  participated  in  the  endowment.  The 
same  remark  applied  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  **  lands 
adjoin  another  reserve  granted  to  the  same 
Corporation  on  the  same  day  for  recreation 
purposes."  There,  again,  the  County  of  Eden 
was  left  out.  The  purpose  of  this  Bill  was  to 
mortage  the  whole  of  the  recroation-ground, 


including  the  cemetery  site,  or,  at  all  events, 
to  pledge  half  the  rents  towards  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  purchase-money  of  sknother 
cemetery.  He  thought  it  but  right  to  say  that, 
in  his  opinion — and  he  believed  that  honour- 
able members  would  agree  with  him — ^the  large 
body  of  persons  who  resided  in  the  County 
of  Eden  should  not  be  dispossessed  of  their 
rights  in  this  reserve  without  being  acquainted 
with  what  was  proposed  to  be  done ;  and  he 
believed  that  the  people  of  Auckland  were 
unaware  that  their  rights  were  being  inter- 
fered with.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  under  the  excep- 
tional circumstance  that  Mr.  Speaker,  being 
in  the  chair,  could  not  speak  to  the  Bill ;  but 
he  thought  it  right  to  say  that  in  Committee 
he  should  feel  compelled  to  move  that  the 
words  '*  County  of  Eden  "  be  inserted  in  the 
various  clauses  in  which  reference  was  made 
to  the  original  grant  of  1882.  He  thought  also 
that,  if  another  cemetery  were  bought,  some 
rights  should  exist  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Eden,  seeing  that  the 
whole  of  the  recreation-ground,  including  the 
cemetery  at  Onehunga,  in  which  they  were 
interested,  would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  mort- 
gaged and  made  responsible  in  connection  with 
the  new  cemetery.  He  should,  in  Committee, 
endeavour  to  secure  that  the  rights  of  the  large 
body  of  people  residing  in  the  County  of  Eden 
were  conserved. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  objections  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  were  purely 
Conmiittee  objections ;  but  he  must  take  ex- 
ception to  the  remark  that  the  people  of  Auck- 
land were  not  aware  of  what  was  proposed. 
This  was  a  local  Bill :  the  Local  Bills  Commit- 
tee had  considered  it,  and  had  reported  that 
all  the  conditions  required  had  been  complied 
with,  and  had  unanimously  decided  that  the 
Bill  shQuld  be  proceeded  with.  Consequently, 
it  was  scarcely  fair  to  say  that  there  were  per- 
sons in  Auckland  who  were  not  acquainted  with 
its  provisions.  He  believed  that  when  the  Bill 
got  into  Committee  Mr.  Speaker  would  endea- 
vour to  meet  the  objections  that  had  been  put 
forward  by  the  honourable  member  for  Pon- 
sonby, and  it  would  be  very  unfair  if  the  House 
were  to  refuse  the  second  reckling.  He  would 
not  have  spoken  had  it  not  been  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  were  calcu- 
lated to  prejudice  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  that  if  the  honourable 
member  in  chazge  of  the  Bill  could  assure  the 
House  that  this  was  not  an  attempt  to  secure 
the  cemetery  reserve  as  an  enlargement  of  the 
so-called  recreation-ground  —  an  attempt  to 
make  it  a  racecourse  —  such  an  assurance 
would  considerably  modify  the  opposition  to 
the  Bill.  There  was  an  inclination  at  the 
present  day  to  misuse  the  term  "  recreation." 
He  apprehended  that  the  term  *|  recreation  re- 
serve" properly  applied  to  a  piece  of  ground 
within  %  township  planted  with  ornamental 
trees  and  laid  out  as  a  reserve  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  and  not  to  pieces  of  land  to  be 
got  into  the  hands  of  jockey  clubs  simply  as 
racecourse  reserves,  or  for  purposes  of  that 
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kind,  and  upon  which  to  raise  money  for  a 
jockey  dab.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  altera- 
tion proposed,  of  the  land  being  handed  over  as 
a  recreation  reserve,  if  it  was  bond  fide  and 
honestly  intended  for  that  purpose;  bat  he 
thought  there  *wa8  too  mach  of  the  kind  of 
thing  to  which  be  had  referred— too  many  at- 
tempts to  get  hold  of  pieces  of  ground  like 
this.  He  Imew  that  in  the  Township  of  New 
Plymouth  the  same  kind  of  thing  had  been 
going  on,  and  that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  obtain  for  jockey-club  purposes  a  recreation 
reserve  which,  he  might  say,  was  almost  in 
the  centre  of  the  town.  He  thought  it  was  not 
tight  that  racecourses  should  be  in  the  centres 
of  towns,  but  that  it  was  far  bettor  for  them  to 
be  some  distance  out  of  towns—bettor  for  the 
railway,  and  better  for  all  concerned,  for  the 
people  then  got  an  ** outing"  in  the  country. 

Mr.  MAR  CHANT  wished  to  correct  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  in 
respect  to  the  reserve  at  New  Plymouth.  The 
honourable  member  was  quito  mistaken.  The 
reserve  was  not  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  but 
right  outside  of  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OHRISTOHURCH  DRAINAGE  BOARD  RE- 
SERVES  SALE  AND  EXCHANGE  BILL. 
Mr.  JONES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  not  a  borrowing  Bill, 
nor  even  a  policy  Bill,  but  simply  a  machinery 
Bill  intended  to  amend  an  omission  in  the 
machinery  of  the  original  Act.  The  original 
Act  gave  ample  power  to  the  Christohurch 
Drainage  Board  to  acquire  lands  and  to  hold 
lands,  but  through  some  oversight  there  was  no 
power  contained  in  the  Act  to  enable  the  Board 
to  sell  or  exchange  land.  The  Bill  was  in 
two  parts.  The  First  Part  proposed  that  certain 
pieces  of  land  formerly  set  apart  for  local 
drainage  purposes  should  not  he  applied  to 
those  purposes,  and  that  the  Board  should  have 
power  to  sell  these  narrow  strips  of  land  to  the 
owners  of  the  adjoining  land,  who  were  pre- 
pared to  pay  for  them  as  soon  as  the  Board 
was  empowered  by  Act  to  give  titles  for  them. 
The  Second  Part  of  the  Bill  referred  to  some 
small  exchanges.  These  exchanges  were  in 
connection  with  property  held  by  the  Board  on 
-what  were  called  the  sandhills.  The  land  was 
of  little  value,  and  it  would  suit  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  Board  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  exchange  of  these  pieces  of  land.  For  the 
same  reason  that  the  Board  could  not  sell  the 
Teserves  it  was  unable  to  cany  out  these  ex- 
changes, and  the  Bill  was  also  to  enable  that 
to  be  done. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NAPIER  HARBOUR  BOARD  AMENDMENT 
AND  ENDOWMENT  IMPROVEMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  ORMOND,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  briefly  explain  its 
objects.  When  the  House  gave  authority  for 
the  construction  of  the  Napier  Breakwater  the 
Board  was  endowed  with  certain  reserves,  and 
among  them  was  a  large  piece  of  water  adjoin* 
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ing  the  Town  of  Napier  and  jutting  upon 
certain  streets.  Since  the  reserve  was  vertea 
in  the  Board  the  action  of  Nature  had  caused 
the  water  formerly  there  to  be  largely  mixed.  ^ 
with  the  dSbris  of  floods  and  with  vegetable 
mattor,  and  it  had  now  become  a  menace  to- 
the  health  of  the  Town  of  Napier.  The  reserve 
was  one  of  very  great  value,  although  in  ite 
present  condition  it  was  almost  unproductive. 
The  Harbour  Board  was  now  in  the  position  of 
having  been  served  by  the  Munioipeu  Corpcucar- 
tion  with  notice  to  abate  the  nuisance  arising 
from  the  foetid  mass  of  vegetable  matter  in 
this  reserve,  which  absolutely  abutted  on  one  of 
the  streets  close  to  the  railway-station.  The 
plan  of  the  Bill  was,  that  a  system  of  reclamar 
tion  should  be  adopted  which  would  assist  the 
rapid  recovery  of  the  whole  of  this  land ;  and  it 
was  proposed  to  give  power  to  borrow  enough 
money,  on  the  security  of  the  reserve  itself,  to 
carry  out  the  requisite  work,  and  also  to  provide 
money  for  filling  in  and  reclaiming  immedi- 
ately the  portion  of  the  reserve  which  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  town,  and  in  respect  of  which 
the  Board  had  already  been  served  with  notice, 
on  the  advice  of  the  Health  Officer,  calliDg 
upon  the  Board  to  abate  the  nuisance.  The 
Board  had  no  power  to  spend  any  money 
coming  into  its  hands  on  this  object,  and  there 
were  no  means  of  improving  the  property,  or  of 
dealing  with  the  difficulty  the  Board  was  in, 
through  notice  having  been  served  upon  it  by 
the  Corporation,  imless  it  got  power,  on  the 
security  of  the  property  itself,  to  go  on  spend- 
ing money  to  abate  the  nuisance.  The  Bill 
gave  the  power  to  sell  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  reserve  which  had  been  reclaimed,  and  in 
that  way  to  provide  for  the  debt  already  in- 
curred. When  he  told  the  House  that  land  in 
the  street  abutting  on  the  reserve  was  selling 
for  £1,000  per  acre,  members  would  see  that  the 
piece  of  land  proposed  in  the  Bill  to  be  sold 
would  almost  mmiediately  eflect  the  paying- 
ofi  of  the  money  due.  He  hoped  those  who 
had  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  general  bor- 
rowing would  let  the  BlU  go  through  ite  seoond 
reading  now,  and  allow  him  to  make  further 
explanations  in  Committee  which  he  had  not 
now  time  to  make.  He  could  assure  honour- 
able members  that  he  would  be  able  to  prove 
that  the  Board  was  in  the  position  of  requiF- 
ing  this  authority,  or  otherwise  it  could  not 
comply  with  the  demand  that  the  nuisance 
shoidd  be  abated.  He  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  and  hoped  that  it  would  be 
agreed  to. 
Bm  read  a  second  time. 

ONEHUNGA  WATER  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  had  much  pleasure  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  which  simply 
dealt  with  a  difficulty  that  had  arisen  owing  to 
the  solicitor  having  advised  that  the  contract 
in  connection  with  the  waterworks  of  One- 
hunga  could  not  be  completed  without  the 
passage  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  SkDDON  thought  they  should  not  deal 
hurriedly   with    this    large   question,   which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1B87.] 


Attetioneera  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Auctioneers  Bill, 


149 


•aSected  the  entire  county.  The  Bill  was  an 
old  friend,  and  in  1879  he  had  taken  confiider- 
■able  tzonble  to  show  that  the  rights  of  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  the  county  were  involved. 
This  was  the.  only  source  of  water-supply  in 
the  district,  and  ttie  passage  of  the  Bill  would 
do  a  great  evil  to  the  people  in  the  district. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  it 
better  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  should 
reserve  his  right  of  speaking  upon  it  till  next 
Thursday,  and  withdraw  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  at  the  present  juncture. 

The  hour  of   half-past  five  o'clock  having 
.«mved,  Mr.  SpBAKBBieft  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BE8T7UBD. 

Mr.  Sfeaxbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 

AUCTIONEERS  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
^reading  of  this  Bill  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  a 
measure  which  is  vezy  much  wanted  in  nearly 
every  part  of  New  Zealand.  I  may  say  also 
it  is  a  measure  that  has  been  before  the  House 
on  three  different  occasions,  and  on  each  occa- 
sion the  House  has  agreed  to  its  second  read- 
ing, and  so  affinned  the  principles  of  the  Bill. 
There  is  no  other  question,  so  far  as  I  know, 
oaused  by  the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  that  so 
much  deserves  attention  as  this  question  of 
anctioneers.  There  are  at  the  present  time  in 
existence  ordinances  and  Acts  of  Parliament 
fourteen  in  number,  and  they  range  over  the 
period  from  the  year  1840  to  1870.  From  the 
latter  date  to  this  time  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  re^ct  to  the  licensing  of  auctioneers. 
Kow,  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  have  so 
materially  altered  in  this  period  that  it  is,  I 
think,  incumbent  on  the  Legislature  to  deal 
with  this  subject.  I  may  say  also  that  this  is 
a  matter  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
previous  Governments;  and  indeed,  strictly 
speaking,  this  measure  might  be  said  to  be  a 
Government  Bill,  because  it  has  been  partially 
prepared  by  the  Crown  Law  Officers,  and,  as 
soch,  may  be  said  to  have  the  sanction  of  the 
Crown.  I  have  said  that  the  altered  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  demand  that  this  Bill 
should  pass.  As  the  law  now  stands,  an 
auctioneer  who  takes  out  a  license  in  one  pro- 
vincial district,  though  the  place  where  he 
takes  out  that  license  may  be  only  a  few  yards 
from  the  boundary-line  of  another  provincial 
district,  is  obliged  to  take  out  another  license, 
or  he  cannot  sell  in  the  second  district.  This 
presses  very  hardly  in  the  case  of  auctioneers 
m  Greymouth,  where  the  Grey  Biver  bounds 
the  provincial  district  which  lies  to  the  south 
of  the  Grey  Biver.  Now,  an  auctioneer  tak- 
ing out  his  license  in  that  provincial  district, 
and  wishing  to  go  to  Cobden  or  any  other 
adjacent  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
cannot  sell  goods  there  as  an  auctioneer 
unless  he  takes  out  another  license  in  the 
Kelson  District.  The  same  applies  as  between 
the  Districts  of  Canterbury  and  Otago,  and 
between  the  several  provincial  districts  in  the 
North  Island.     It  is  manifestly  unfair  that 


under  such  circumstances  an  auctioneer  should 
be  compelled  to  take  out  two  licenses.  Another 
inequality  that  exists  arises  from  the  fact  that 
under  some  of  the  provincial  ordinances  the  fee 
is  only  £5,  whereas  in  the  majority  of  cases  it 
is  £40.  For  instance,  I  believe  that  in  the 
boroughs  in  the  Taranaki  District  the  fee  is 
£40,  while  in  the  outlying  districts  of  that  pro- 
vince it  is  only  £6.  The  consequence  is  uat 
very  great  complaints  are  made  on  that  score. 
The  principles  of  this  Bill,  briefly  put,  are  these : 
First  of  all,  I  have  endeavoured  to  put  down 
what  is  known  as  the  **  Dutch-auction  system," 
and  if  it  were  only  to  prevent  tiiat  system 
prevailing  it  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  that  the  House  should  pass  this  Bill. 
It  is  most  unfair  to  say  that  persons  who  pay 
no  license  at  all  may  come,  as  we  have  seen 
quite  recently,  from  America  and  other  places, 
bringing  witii  them  goods  of  most  inferior 
quality,  and  paying  veiy  little  for  them  at 
the  Customhouse,  and  then  go  through  the 
different  districts  and  carry  on  these  Dutch 
auctions,  to  the  detriment  of  the  people  and  to 
the  injuiy  of  the  licensed  auctioneers.  I  hold 
that  the  system  of  Dutch  auctions  should  be 
nut  an  end  to,  and  that  those  who  carry  on 
business  in  that  way  should  be  compelled  to 
take  out  a  license  just  as  much  as  any  ordinary 
auctioneer.  I  say  great  injustice  has  been  done 
to  the  people  by  this  system,  and  as  the  law 
stands  it  prevents  the  legitimate  auctioneers 
from  selling  proper  goods  when  they  have  to 
compete  with  these  vendors  of  indiflerent  wares, 
who  are  allowed  to  practise  their  calling  at 
night,  deceive  their  customers,  and  take  Uieir 
money  from  them,  while  the  legitimate  auc- 
tioneer cannot  follow  his  calling  after  duk.  If 
this  Bill  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  pre- 
venting the  Dutch-auction  system,  and  enabled 
people  to  get  good  value  for  their  money  and 
not  be  victimised  by  this  class  of  persons,  I  say 
that  this  House  should  pass  it.  Only  within 
the  past  few  months  one  of  these  Yankee- 
notion  men—although,  I  believe,  upon  a  closer 
intimacy  he  was  found  out  by  those  who 
met  him  to  bo  an  Americanised  Yorkshireman, 
which  would  show  that  he  was  a  very  astute 
person,  particularly  in  the  way  of  sales — 
travelled  through  the  several  provincial  dis- 
tricts in  the  South  Island,  and  in  the  space  of 
four  months  cleared  out  of  New  Zealand 
with  no  less  than  £5,000  net  profit,  leaving 
after  him  in  these  different  districts  a  number 
of  victims  who  were  unanimous  in  their  regret 
at  his  advent  to  the  colony.  Then,  there  is 
another  principle  in  the  Bill  which  I  think 
will  commend  itself  to  the  House,  and  that 
is  that  those  persons  who  hold  auctioneers' 
licenses  now  are  entitled  to  continue  them 
under  this  Bill.  Other  persons  desirous  of 
taking  out  auctioneers'  licenses  hereafter  must 
apply  at  the  Besident  Magistrate's  Court 
nearest  to  the  place  at  which  their  business  is 
situated ;  so  that  there  will  be  this  safeguard 
to  the  jpublic  :  that  the  persons  intrusted  with 
the  sale  of  goods  will  be  persons  of  good  cha- 
racter, and  persons  that  people  can  rely  upon, 
and  to  whom  they  can  trust  their  affairs  with 
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oolifidenoe.  It  is  no  reflection  upon  gentle- 
men in  different  parts  of  the  colony  who  are 
now  following  the  calling  of  auctioneers,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  will  be  a  safeguard  to  the 
public.  Another  principle  in  the  Bill  is  that, 
m  the  case  of  the  absence  of  one  of  the  firm  of 
auctioneers  in  whose  name  the  license  is  taken 
out|  the  partner,  or  some  person  appointed  by 
the  auctioneer,  can  fget  a  temporary  transfer 
and  practise  the  calling  under  the  same  license. 
Of  course,  the  person  in  whose  name  the 
license  was  granted  cannot  also  cany  on 
business  under  it  until  he  applies  to  the  Besi- 
dent  Magistrate  for  a  recall  of  the  transfer. 
And  I  may  say  that  many  firms  in  the 
colony  are  well  satisfied  with  this  provision. 
There  is  another  provision  also  made  in  favour 
of  the  auctioneers,  and  that  is  that  in  the 
case  of  death  or  bankruptcy  a  transfer  can  be 
made.  That  is  a  provision  which  is  very  much 
required,  but  it  does  not  exist  in  any  of  the  pre- 
sent Acts  or  ordinances.  Now  I  come  to  a 
question  which,  I  may  say  at  once,  will  be  de- 
batable, and  thiat  is.  To  what  local  body  shall 
the  revenue  received  by  way  of  licenses  go  ? 
As  the  law  stands,  the  licenses  go  to  the  local 
body  of  the  district  in  which  the  chief  place  of 
business  of  the  auctioneer  is  situated.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  chief  place  of  business 
might  be  in  a  borough  surrounded  by  other 
boroughs  which  do  not  participate  in  the 
license -fees;  and  not  only  that,  but  the 
country  districts  and  town  districts  ^o  not 
participate  in  them,  although  it  is  said  that 
two-thirds  of  the  business  of  many  of  these 
auctioneers  are  carried  on  in  those  districts^ 
that  the  sales  themselves  are  carried  on  there, 
and  that  the  land  or  other  property  dealt  with 
is  situated  there.  I  will  apply  the  same  argu- 
ment in  this  case  as  would  be  applied  in  the 
case  of  othet  licenses  under  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  the  Counties  Act,  the  Town 
Districts  Act,  and  others.  Under  these  Acts 
the  local  Boards  of  those  districts  are  entitled 
to  get  the  fees.  Therefore  if  the  license  under 
this  Bill  gives  the  person  a  right  to  sell  within 
a  radius  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  which  is 
the  provision  here  made,  I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  the  various  local  bodies  within  that  area 
should  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  license-fee. 
I  had  some  difficulty  in  fixing  what  would  be 
a  fair  way  of  dividing  the  license-fee,  and 
I  could  find  no  fairer  way  than  a  population 
basis.  If  you  take  property  as  the  oasis  it 
will  give  too  large  a  proportion  to  the  large 
towns  to  the  detriment  of  the  smaller  boroughs, 
the  counties,  and  the  countiy  districts.  Tak- 
ing, for  instance,  the  Town  of  Dunedin,  and  the 
number  of  auctioneers  there,  and.  comparing 
the  population  of  the  four  electorates  of  which 
Dunedin  consists,  I  find  it  about  equals 
that  of  the  surrounding  country  districts. 
Applying  the  same  thing  even  to  the  City  of 
Cnristchurch,  as  far  as  the  business  of  the 
principaJ  auctioneers  is  concerned  I  find  it 
works  out  very  fairly  indeed.  As  a  proof  that 
it  works  out  very  fairly  I  may  say  that  this  Bill 
has  been  before  two  previous  Parliaments ;  it 
has  had  a  wide  circulation  amongst  the  mem- 
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bers  of  local  bodies,  and  amoncst  auctioneeB 
themselves,  and  on  this  head  tnere  has  been 
no  objection  taken  by  them.  Therefore  I  d» 
think  that  it  is  only  fair  that  the  provi- 
sions  contained  in  sections  7  and  8  Bnoold 
be  passed,  and  I  think  that  no  local  body 
will  object  to  a  fair  distribution  of  the  profite- 
received  bv  way  of  these  fees.  Objection  waA 
made  to  the  Bill  in  the  last  two  Parliaments 
because  there  was  a  provision  in  it  compelling 
auctioneers  to  render  accounts  within  a  cer- 
tain specified  time.  Many  auctioneers — some* 
I  suppose,  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  colony — 
objected  to  that  provision,  not  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  prepared  to  render  accofunts, 
but  that,  when  a  question  of  titles  and  deeds  was 
involved,  it  had  to  go  through  different  pro- 
cesses, and  it  might  be  that  the  vendor  would 
demand  his  money  within  fourteen  days,  within 
which  the  title  could  not  possibly  be  perfected, 
and  the  auctioneer  would  incur  a  penalty  unleaa 
he  paid  the  money  before  it  was  paid  to  hizn, 
and  that  meant  an  increase  of  capital  being 
necessary.  I  thought  that  objection  so  weighty 
that  I  should  be  doing  well  to  eliminate  thsi 
provision,  and  I  have  done  so.  I  have  still  re- 
tained the  clause — and  it  has  not  been  objected 
to  by  any  firm  in  the  colony — enacting  that, 
where  any  firm  of  auctioneers  wilfully  con- 
vert a  property  given  to  them  for  sale,  or  the 
proceeds,  wat  act  shall  be  in  itself  larceny.  I 
believe  that  it  is  only  fair  to  persons  who 
intrust  their  estates  to  auctioneers  that  a 
provision  of  that  kind  should  be  passed.  I 
nave  taken  due  precaution  that  exemptions  are 
made  in  the  case  of  Sheriffs  and  bauiffs,  who 
are  selling  by  order  of  the  Supreme  or  lower 
Courts.  Taking  the  measure  as  it  stands  alto- 
gether, I  believe  it  to  be  as  nearly  perfect  as  we 
can  get  itt  During  the  debate,  er  when  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee,  if  reasonable  proposals  are 
made  to  alter  the  Bill  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
receive  them,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  the 
me£ksure  as  perfect  as  possible;  but  nothing 
can  speak  more  in  favour  of  the  Bill  than  Uiis 
fact :  that  nearly  every  firm  of  auctioneers  has 
received  a  copy  of  it,  and  no  objection  has  been 
taken.  The  only  one  objection  I  had  was  from 
a  firm  in  Wanganui.  I  had  fixed  the  radius  at 
a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  but  this  finn  told  me 
the  radius  they  sell  within  extends  over  about 
two  hundred  miles ;  and  I  said  that,  in  that  case, 
as  my  endeavour  is  not  to  do  an  injury  to  auc- 
tioneers, I  should  be  prepared  to  increase  the 
radius  to  two  hundred  miles.  But  why  I  hold 
that  there  should  be  a  radius  fixed  arises  from 
this  fact :  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
auctioneers  themselves,  or  otherwise  one  of 
these  cheap-jacks — these  American  gentlemen 
with  Yankee  notions  and  brummagem  goods  I 
have  been  speaking  about — may  start  at  Inver- 
cargill  with  a  cargo  of  goods  and  sell  all  the  way 
through  the  two  Islands  on  a  £40  license.  ThgX 
would  be  an  injustice  to  the  auctioneers.  I 
have  therefore  fixed  the  radius  at  two  hundred 
miles.  I  hope  I  have  said  sufficient  to  com- 
mend this  Bill  to  the  favourable  attention  of 
the  House,  and  I  therefore  move  the  second 
reading. 
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Colonel  FRASEB.— I  do  not  object  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  there  are  several 
sections  in  it  that  I  have  serious  objection  to. 
I  refer  to  sections  4,  5  and  6,  and  the  other  sec- 
tions relating  thereto.  I  think  the  public  are 
the  best  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  an 
anctioneer.  They  will  either  at  once  send 
them  to  obscurity  or  they  can  get  around  them 
a  good  business ;  and  I  think  any  reputable 
person  who  applies  for  a  license  ought  to  receive 
one.  Another  clause  which  I  have  an  objection 
to  is  that  which  fixes  the  license-fee  at  £40  all 
over  the  colony.  I  think  it  far  too  much  for 
auctioneers  in  country  districts.  They  are  a 
great  convenience  to  country  settlers,  and  I 
think  that  ought  to  be  looked  to  in  the  Bill.  In 
Committee  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  altered  the 
sections  to  which  I  have  objection,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  BUI. 

Major  STEWARD. —  I  do  not  intend  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  I 
recognise  that  it  is  desirable  several  features  in 
it  should  be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book.  Some 
of  them  have  been  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill;  for  in- 
stance, the  power  to  appoint  a  substitute  in 
case  of  illness,  the  power  to  get  a  transfer  of 
the  license  upon  the  death  or  insolvency  of  an 
auctioneer,  and  the  removal  of  the  disqualifica- 
tions with  regard  to  merchants  holding  whole- 
sale licenses  under  the  Licensing  Act,  who 
are  now  barred  from  taking  out  auctioneers' 
licenses.  All  these  are  matters  requiring  atten- 
tion. I  sympathize  with  the  last  speaker  as 
to  clauses  4,  5,  and  6,  which,  I  think,  would 
complicate  matters  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
auctioneers'  licenses.  I  scarcely  think  these 
provisions  necessary  ;  and  it  will  rest  with  the 
mover  of  the  Bill  to  show  the  necessity  of  their 
insertion  in  the  measure  now  under  considera- 
tion. My  chief  objection,  though,  to  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill  is  directed  to  clause  8, 
which  provides  that — 

**  All  expenses  and  costs  incident  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Act  in  any  provincial  dis- 
trict shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fees  received 
therein  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the-  net  balance  of 
such  fees  shall  be  divided  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer at  least  once  ii;  each  year,  and  paid  to 
the  several  local  authorities  in  such  provincial 
district  in  proportion  to  the  respective  popula- 
tion of  the  districts  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  said  authorities." 

Now,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the 
justice  of  dividing  such  fees  among  all  such 
bodies  because  the  auctioneers  may  be  prac- 
tising their  profession  in  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vincial district,  I  cannot  forget  that  moneys 
which  once  find  their  way  into  the  Colonial 
Treasury  have  somehoY^  a  wonderful  aptitude 
for  remaining  there,  and  my  impression  is  that, 
at  most,  one  or  two  divisions  of  this  kind  would 
be  made,  and  then,  under  the  exigencies  of 
financial  pressure,  some  Government  might  find 
it  convenient  to  bring  in  a  little  amendment 
which  would  retain  the  fees  as  part  of  the  colo- 
nial revenue.  I  would  remind  honourable 
members  of  a  favourite  phrase  of  a  late  dis- 


tinguished member  of  this  House  who  originated 
the  term  "  the  maelstrom  of  colonial  finance,'^ 
and  I  am  afraid  that,  in  devising  some  means 
for  the  division  of  these  fees  amongst  the  local 
bodies,  gentlemen  who  have  framed  this  BiU 
will  find  that  they  have  plunged  the  fees  de- 
rived from  auctioneers'  licenses  in  that  mael- 
strom, and  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  indeed  to 
get  them  out  of  it.  Therefore  I  can  scarcely  see 
my  way  to  vote  for  clause  8,  but  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  which  I  think 
is  in  several  respects  an  improvement  on  the 
existing  law. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  shall  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  at  the  some 
time  I  think  it  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
I  have  had  considerable  experience  as  an 
auctioneer,  and  I  am  not  awaro  that  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony  want  any  alteration  in 
the  system.  Of  course  I  have  heard  of  this 
Bill  as  having  been  in  the  House  on  previous 
occasions,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any. 
crying  necessity  for  it.  I  think  there  could  not 
be  a  more  equitable  Act  than  that  at  present 
in  operation,  because  the  fees  go  to  the  local 
bodies,  and  they  get  the  benefit  of  them.  In 
clause  15  of  this  Bill  there  is  one  of  the  most 
absurd  provisions  I  ever  heard  of  in  my  life. 
It  is  as  follows : — 

"  No  auctioneer  shall  sell  by  auction  any 
property  except  between  the  hours  of  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day ;  saving  that  any  auc- 
tion sale  of  live-stock  which  shall  have  been 
commenced  at  any  time  not  later  than  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  any  day  may  be 
continued  until  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  but  not  any  later." 

Now,  just  fancy  selling  on  a  winter  night  a 
lot  of  wild  cattle  in  a  saleyard  at  half-past 
seven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  The  ab- 
surdity of  that  provision  is  beyond  conception. 
I  myself  have  had  the  honour  of  selling  a  herd 
of  cattle  once  or  twice  in  the  evening,  and  I  can- 
not say  that  I  liked  it  very  much.  You  disallow 
selling  by  gaslight  in  an  auction-room  after 
sundown,  and  yet  you  allow  the  selling  of  cattle 
or  sheep  at  eight  o'clock  on  a  winter  night.  I 
shall  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  when  it  is  in  Committee  I  shall  take  an 
opportunity  of  amending  several  of  the  clauses. 
I  do  not  think  the  Bill  is  at  all  required. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  shall  support  this 
Bill.  I  consider  it  contains  principles  which 
are  very  necessary  for  the  protection  of  persona 
placing  goods  for  sale  in  the  hands  of  auc- 
tioneers. I  must  congratulate  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  on  having  perceived  the 
necessity  for  this  measure.  I  refer  particularly 
to  clause  13,  which  makes  it  criminal  for  an 
auctioneer  to  apply  the  funds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  goods  intrusted  to  him  for  ssJe  to  other 
purposes  than  paying  the  person  who  consigns 
the  goods  to  him.  I  also  approve  of  section  11 , 
which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  sub- 
stitute in  case  of  the  illness  of  the  person 
holding  the  license.  Section  18  is  also  very 
necessary,  which  permits  of  the  creditors  in  the 
estate  of  an  auctioneer  realising  on  the  sale 
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of  his  license  for  any  unexpired  period.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  took  ex- 
ception to  clauses  4,  5,  and  6.  He  said  that  if 
an  auctioneer  was  not  respectable  a  trade  would 
not  gatiber  around  him ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
pubSc  might  not  discover  his  character  until  a 
few  confiding  clients  found  that  he  had  misap- 
propriated the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
their  goods.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  think  it  would  be  far  better 
to  provide  that  the  clerk  issuing  the  license 
should  be  appointed  by  the  County  Council  or 
local  body  in  the  district,  and  I  think  the  fees 
ought  to  go  to  the  local  bodies  of  the  districts 
in  which  the  licenses  are  granted.  There  is 
another  clause  to  which  I  shall  take  objection. 
Clause  14  empowers  an  auctioneer  to  be  the 
holder  of  a  liquor  license.  I  think  he  could 
not  combine  the  two  things,  and  I  think  the 
mover  of  the  Bill  will,  on  consideration,  amend 
that. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
With  regard  to  clause  8,  to  which  the  last 
speaker  took  an  objection,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  main  feature  of  the  Bill,  on  which  I  sup- 
port it.  In  the  case  of  Christchurch,  for  in- 
stance, the  city  derives  all  the  benefit  from  the 
licensing-fees,  notwithstanding  that  the  sur- 
rounding boroughs,  with  a  large  population — 
and  it  is  population  which  makes  trade — do  not 
derive  a  single  sixpence  from  any  of  these  fees ; 
and  therefore  I  think  the  Bill  should  affirm  this 
principle ;  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  get  the 
same  principle  af&rmed  in  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  in  order  that  the  local  autho- 
rities may  have  a  fair  share  of  the  general 
revenue,  because  the  fund  is  created  by  the 
population  of  the  surrounding  districts.  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  take  a  liberal  view  of 
this  matter,  and  not  a  selfish  view.  It  is  not 
from  any  selfish  motives  that  I  am  taking  up 
this  stand,  but  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice. 
We  have  the  traffic  throughout  our  place  and 
surrounding  districts,  and  we  derive  nothing 
from  this  source  at  all ;  and  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  doubly  deserves  a 
vote  of  confidence  for  bringing  in  a  clause  of 
this  character,  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  assist 
him  in  carrying  it  through.  So  far  as  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is  concerned,  I  have  no 
d«ubt  we  shall  be  able  to  get  over  that  diffi- 
culty by  eliminating  the  Treasurer  and  substi- 
tuting some  other  authority,  and  so  arranging 
the  matter  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  hope  this  Bill  will 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  in  its  present  form.  If 
it  18  necessary  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
auctioneers'  licenses  or  the  regulations  with 
xCsnect  to  them,  I  would  suggest  that  it  should 
be  left  to  the  local  bodies.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  charge  an  auctioneer  in  a  country  district 
with  the  same  fee  as  one  in  a  large  borough. 
I  quite  admit  that  the  local  authorities  should 
zeceive  the  benefit  of  the  fees ;  but  it  would 
be  very  unfair  to  pass  any  measure  fixing  a 
nniform  fee  all  over  the  colony.  At  the 
pxesent  time  the  country -district  fee  only 
Mr,  T,  Mackenstie 


enables  the  auctioneer  to  sell  in  those  distrieta, 
and  he  cannot  sell  in  the  boroughs.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  that  it  should  be  altered  so  thjut 
County  Councils  should  have  the  power  to  fix 
the  license -fees  in  the  counties,  and  the 
Borough  Councils  should  fix  the  fees  in  the 
boroughs.  If  these  suggestions  are  earned  out 
I  shall  have  no  objection  to  ofier  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  have  no  intention 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
wish  to  refer  to  one  statement  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  it,  when  he 
said  he  had  heard  of  no  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  auctioneers  of  the  colony  to  it.  I  am  in 
a  position  to  say  that  I  have  received  several 
suggested  amendments  from  auctioneers  in  the 
Auckland  District,  and  when  we  go  into  (Com- 
mittee I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  endea- 
vouring to  give  effect  to  them.  The  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  section  18 ;  but  I  think  he  will  find  that  that  is 
sufficiently  provided  for  already  by  existing  law. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  that 
clause,  and  I  shall  move  in  the  direction  of 
having  it  expunged.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  fish,  I  would  suggest  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  that 
that  is  already  provided  for  in  the  Fish  Auction 
Act.  These  are  some  of  the  views  I  take  in 
regard  to  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  so 
amended  in  Committee  as  to  give  effect  to 
them. 

Mr.  S  E  D  D  0  N .  —  Most  of  the  objections 
which  have  been  raised  to  this  Bill  are  not 
of  a  very  serious  nature.  With  regard  to  those 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames,  I  entirely  dissent  from  his  contention 
that  there  is  no  respectable  person  in  the 
colony  who  wishes  to  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  becoming  an  auctioneer  who 
would  not  object  to  giving  his  name  to  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  in  making  his  application  for  a 
license  ;  and  we  have  fixed  that  m  the  statnte. 
And,  in  regard  to  the  local  bodies,  if  we  had  to 
make  application  to  them,  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  local  bodies,  and  it  might  be 
that  local  bodies  might  refuse  applications  from 
respectable  persons  for  reasons,  perhaps,  which 
they  could  not  altogether  explain :  but  in  this 
case  I  do  not  think  that  a  person  who  maJces 
his  application  to  the  Resident  Magistrate 
would  be  refused.  As  regards  the  question 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate 
as  to  the  money  getting  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  his  idea  that  if  it  once  got  into 
the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  something 
might  arise  which  would  prevent  the  Treasurer 
from  giving  it  out  to  the  local  bodies  who  are 
entitled  to  it,  I  may  say  I  have  had  consider- 
able experience  of  various  Colonial  Treasurers, 
the  present  one  included,  and  I  have  always 
found,  in  connection  with  the  goldfields,  where 
the  local  bodies  are  dependent  on  the  Treasurer 
for  two- thirds  of  their  revenue,  which  all  goes 
through  his  hands,  there  has  not  been  a  solitary 
case  of  where  the  colony  has  kept  back  a  single 
sixpence.  And,  having  had  that  experience,  I 
would  say  there  is  no  weight  in  the  argument 
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oi  the  hQnoiirat>le  member  for  Waimate.  I 
now  come  to  the  objections  raised  by  the 
hoBourable  member  for  Inangahna,  and,  speak- 
ing from  a  Nelson  point  of  view,  I  do  not 
wcmder  at  his  raising  an  objection  to  the  Bill, 
because  under  its  provisions  an  auctioneer  not 
a  hundred  yards  from  Cobden  could  not  come 
over  and  sell  without  taking  out  another  license. 
But,  looking  at  it  in  the  interests  of  property- 
vendors,  is  it  fair  that  they  should  be  compelled 
to  bring  an  auctioneer  from  Nelson  to  sell  pro- 
perty not  a  hundred  yards  from  Gre^miouth  on 
the  boundaries  of  the  Westland  District?  It  is 
in  the  interest  of  the  pnblio,  therofore,  that  the 
auctioneer's  license  should  have  a  wider  scope 
than  it  has  at  present.  Then,  as  regards  the 
arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  stock  at  a  later  hour  than 
six  o'clock,  that  law  is  in  force  at  the  present 
time,  and  when,  two  years  ago,  I  endeavoured 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  stock  after  evening  hours, 
it  was  the  stockowners  and  auctioneers  of  Can- 
terbury who  opposed  that  and  asked  that  the 
hour  might  be  extended  to  eight  o'clock.  In 
parts  of  the  country  where  sales  of  stock  aro 
usual  there  is  not  a  man  interested  who  does 
not  know  the  value  of  every  bullock  and  eveiy 
pen  of  sheep.  If  my  honourable  friend  the 
sensitive  member  for  Inangahua  says  that 
he  has  sold  yards  of  cattle  after  six  o'clock 
on  a  winter's  night,  and  in  the  morning  was 
ashamed  of  it,  then  all  I  can  say  is  that  it 
must  have  been  a  very  bad  case  indeed.  In 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  respecting  the  sale  of 
fish,  there  is,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  a  Fish 
Auction  Act,  and  this  Bill  does  not  interfere 
with  that,  and  takes  no  exception  to  the  law 
as  it  stands.  In  regard  to  the  provision  for 
wholesale  licenses  under  the  Licensing  Act,  that 
law  has  worked  very  badly  indeed;  and  at  a 
eonferenee  which  was  held,  when  auctioneers 
were  asked  to  send  in  suggestions,  there  was 
not  a  single  instance  in  which  they  did  not  say 
they  were  labouring  under  an  injustice  while 
that  provision  existed.  While  I  agree  that  every 
caution  and  safeguard  should  be  exercised  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
they  should  not  be  debarred  from  selling  it  as 
they  are  at  the  present  time.  We  are  also  told 
that  counties  and  boroughs  should  be  allowed 
to  grant  licenses.  I  suppose  there  are  hundreds 
of  counties,  boroughs,  and  town  districts  in  the 
colony,  and  it  is  unfair  to  say  that  in  these 
large  areas  no  outside  auctioneer  should  sell ;  it 
means  stopping  the  sale  of  articles  by  firms  of 
legitimate  standing  who  could  sell  to  the  advan- 
tage of  their  clients  as  well  as  of  themselves. 
No  one  would  go  further  than  I  would  to  give 
every  power  to  the  local  bodies,  but  this  is  a 
case  in  which  it  would  be  an  utter  impossibility 
to  grant  it.  The  honourable  member  says,  also, 
that  there  should  be  a  difference  between  the 
fees  in  the  towns  and  in  country  districts ;  but 
in  the  laws  of  the  provinces  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction whatever,  and,  if  there  be  wisdom  in 
numbers,  I  would  say  that  the  six  provinces 
which  have  the  uniform  fee  should  know  better 
than  the  two  which  have  not.    As  I  wish  to 


make  the  measure  as  perfect  as  possible,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  give  every  consideration  in  Commit- 
tee to  any  reasonable  amendment  that  may 
be  proposed. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LIMITATION  OF  VOTES  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  I  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  for  the  limitation  of  votes.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  need  say  much  upon  the  Bill, 
which  is  simply  to  claim  what  I  think  is  an 
act  of  justice — namely,  that  an  end  should 
be  put  to  the  system  of  plural  voting  which 
at  present  exists  throughout  the  colony.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  eminently  unjust  that  one 
man  should  have  the  power  of  voting  in  per- 
haps four  or  five  or  even  six  electorates  in 
a  single  day,  simply  because  he  has  small 
patches  of  property  in  each  of  them,  while  a 
man  with  perhaps  twenty  times  as  much  pro- 
perty as  the  aggregate  of  these  five  or  six, 
but  which  is  situated  all  in  one  electorate, 
only  has  one  vote.  I  think  it  is  wrong  tiiat 
any  individual  should  exercise  more  than  one 
vote  whatever  his  property  is.  I  believe  each 
man  has  the  same  right  to  voting-power  in 
what  concerns  his  life,  his  happiness,  and  in- 
deed his  whole  position,  I  may  say,  in  this 
world.  It  seems  to  me  the  request  I  make  is 
very  reasonable,  though  it  has  been  so  often 
rejected ;  and  therefore  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
support  it  by  any  further  argument,  but  shall 
simply  move.  That  this  BiU  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  have  now  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  another  Bill  of  very  great 
importance — one  that  is  not  so  well  known 
to  the  House.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
endeavour  to  provide  lands  in  such  a  manner 
and  upon  such  terms  as  may  attract  immi- 
grants to  the  colony  who  would  bring  capital 
with  them,  who  would  come  here  at  their  own 
expense,  and  enrich  the  colony  by,  in  point  of 
fact,  distributing  capital  in  every  part  in  which 
they  spread  themselves.  A  main  feature  of 
this  Bill  is  an  attempt  to  provide  land  for  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  upon  terms  which 
would  possibly  tempt  them,  and  I  hope  would 
tempt  them,  to  adopt  a  farming  life  in  New 
Zealand,  as  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  best 
lives  in  the  world.  If  we  consider  the  present 
state  of  the  colony,  we  shall  find  it  is  some- 
what in  this  position :  I  should  say  it  presents 
the  skeleton  of  a  great  nation— it  is  a  skeleton 
which  requires  to  be  filled  up.  We  have  mag- 
nificent harbours  as  outlets  for  our  produce 
and  as  receptacles  for  the  goods  which  we 
require  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  on 
those  great  harbours  we  have  important  towns 
in  which  there  are  vast  warehouses  and  great 
stores  abounding  in  merchants  and  shop- 
keepers :  yet  everywhere  trade  is  wanting ; 
in  fact,  there  are  all  the  appliances  for  a 
great  population  in  the  colony,  appliances  far 
beyond  our  wants.  Then,  those  great  towns 
are  connected  generally  by  railways,  or  are 
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being  rapidly  so  connected.  The  intervening 
country  possesses  good  roads,  and  every  con- 
venience for  a  large  population ;  but  the  popu- 
lation is  wanting.  Now,  I  think.  Sir,  there 
never  was  a  country  which  afforded  such  oppor- 
tunities for  what  I  may  call  its  recolonization. 
The  new  immigrants  who  came  here  would 
come  to  totally  difierent  circumstances  from 
those  which  the  first  immigrants  hod  to  en- 
counter :  the  facilities  would  be  great  and  the 
inconveniences  would  be  few ;  and  I  think  the 
pros]^ect  held  out  would  be  most  tempting  to 
immigrants  from  other  countries.  Then,  I 
should  remind  the  House  that  we  have  com- 
petitors in  other  colonies  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  At  the  present  moment  we  have  our 
young  men  leaving  this  colony  for  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies.  And  why  ?  Here  they  find  it 
impossible  to  get  land  on  such  terms  as  may 
enable  them  to  profitably  occupy  it.  Three 
young  friends  of  mine  have  recently  left,  un- 
able to  obtain  land  here,  which,  as  I  say, 
they  could  not  occupy  with  any  hopes  of 
success,  the  prices  were  so  high.  They 
go  to  Queensland,  and  there  they  at  once 
obtain  freehold  farms  simply  on  the  con- 
dition of  residing  on  them  for  three  years. 
Others  go  to  Manitoba — I  have  just  seen  two 
young  gentlemen  who  have  arrived  from  there, 
two  young  Kew-Zealanders,  and  I  am  assured 
that  the  land  there  is  of  the  finest  quality,  and 
that  the  climate  is  agreeable.  They  told  me 
that  their  own  feelings  were  that  if  they  had 
not  known  New  Zealand  they  would  have 
settled  in  Manitoba.  There,  people  get  farms 
of  two  or  three  hundred  acres  given  them  for 
nothing,  except  with  the  condition  of  residence, 
and  even  from  the  first  year  they  can  obtain 
something  from  the  farms — enough  for  their 
support.  There  are  now  benevolent  societies  in 
London  which  lend  immigrants  going  to  Mani- 
toba £100  to  start  on,  on  the  security  of  the 
land  to  be  granted  them  on  arrival ;  and  I  am 
assured  that  these  sums  are  repaid — the  land  is 
80  good  :  the  money  is  recovered,  and  the  same 
sums  are  then  lent  to  other  persons.  Now,  if 
such  advantages  are  given  to  immigrants  in 
other  countries,  I  maintain  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  on  our  part  to  attract  popula- 
tion to  New  Zealand.  Hero  we  have  a  much 
finer  climate  than  in  the  coimtries  I  speak  of ; 
we  have  good  land ;  we  have  immense  advan- 
tages :  all  we  require  is  to  hold  out  terms  to 
immigrants  to  induce  them  to  come  here,  and 
terms  to  our  own  settlers  to  induce  them  to 
"remain  here.  Well,  the  mode  in  which  I  pro- 
pose that  that  should  be  done  is  this :  First,  I 
propose  that  the  State  should  declare  openly 
as  a  fact  that  it  has  the  power  of  making 
what  laws  it  pleases  with  regard  to  the  occu- 
pation and  tenure  of  land  absolutely.  Now, 
we  have  three  classes  of  land  here  to  consider. 
We  have  the  remaining  Government  land — 
some  large  tracts  of  such  land ;  then  we  have 
the  lands  owned  by  Natives,  which  will  soon  be 
traversed  by  railways,  and  now,  in  fact,  are  gene- 
rally traversed  by  roads — much  of  which  land  is 
of  very  superior  quality  indeed  in  this  Island  ; 
then  we  have  the  lands  hold  by  European 
Sir  G.  Qrey 


owners.  And  I  propose  that  the  Goyeznmeikt 
should  have  the  power  of  using  the  GoTenunent 
lands,  and  of  purchasing  Native  lands  and  the 
lands  of  European  owners  with  the  consent  of 
such  owners  at  first,  but  that  it  should  have 
the  absolute  right  of  purchasing  all  lands 
that  it  required  for  the  purposes  of  settle- 
ment ;  and  I  assume  that  the  lands  will  only 
be  purchased  in  such  instances  as  will  be  for 
the  public  good,  and  that  it  will  only  be  pur- 
chased on  fair  and  good  compcoisation  being 
made  to  the  owners.  Having  laid  down  these 
principles,  I  will  state  how  I  propose  that  they 
should  be  carried  out.  I  propose,  first  of  all, 
that  the  Government  lands  should  be  dealt  with, 
and  that  then  a  great  effort  should  be  made  to 
purchase  lands  from  Natives  and  from  Euro- 
peans, lands  lying  between  towns,  lying  in  vici- 
nities where  immigrants  would  probably  be  glad 
to  go.  And  in  order  that  no  unfair  purchases 
may  be  made  in  adopting  my  course,  I  propose 
that  such  lands  should  only  be  purchased  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Land  Boards  or  Country 
Councils,  and  that  then  a  Board  should  sit, 
opening  tenders  for  the  sale  of  land  in  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  Government  require  to  take 
lands  for  settlement,  that  these  tenders  should 
be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  public,  that 
evidence  regarding  the  value  of  the  land  should 
be  taken  in  open  Court,  and  that,  various 
precautions  of  this  kind  having  been  taken,  a 
report  should  be  made  to  the  Governor  regard- 
ing the  eligibility  and  cost  of  the  land,  and  that 
it  be  left  to  the  Government  then  to  purchase 
or  not,  as  they  may  deem  most  prudent.  Then, 
I  propose  that  any  estate  so  bought  should  be 
cut  up  into  farms,  and  that  each  of  those  farms 
should  represent  a  fair  proportion  of  the  price 
that  has  been  given  for  the  whole  estate,  and 
that  it  should  then  be  open  to  the  public  to  take 
those  farms  by  simple  machinery  which  is 
shown  here.  The  first  applicant  for  any  farm 
should  bo  allowed  to  take  it,  and  he  is  not  to 
be  required  to  pay  any  money,  but  to  pay 
an  annual  rate  of  interest  or  rent  to  be  fixed 
by  the  House  on  the  money -value  of  the 
land,  and  he  is  then  to  become  proprietor  of 
it  virtually  as  a  freehold  on  those  terms.  And 
there  is  a  further  power,  which  is  this: 
Whenever  a  person  wishes  to  change  his 
tenure  into  an  actual  freehold  he  can  do  so 
on  payment  of  the  amount  on  which  he  has 
been  paying  interest.  Without  going  into  the 
machinery  by  which  I  propose  that  these 
puL'chasos  should  be  made,  I  will  simply  tell 
the  House  that  one  part  of  the  proposal  is  that 
the  Government  should  be  empowered  to  pi^ 
for  the  land  purchased  in  what  I  may  call  land- 
bonds.  That  is  a  system  which  was  pursued 
with  most  absolute  success  in  Prussia.  These 
bonds  would  be  secured  on  the  lands  in  the 
first  place,  and  would  have  the  Government 
guarantee  in  the  second  place,  and  in  that 
manner  would  form  a  security  of  the  highest 
kind,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  they  would  be 
secured  in  two  ways.  The  Prussian  bonds 
always  commanded  the  highest  value  of  any 
bonds  in  the  market  as  long  as  they  were  in  cir- 
culation.   To  give  an  example  of  the  utility 
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of  the  xneasoie  I  will  say  this :  that  we  have, 
further,  the  power  of  helping  our  own  New 
Zealand  population.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that,  so  many  people  having  found 
it  for  years  so  very  difficult  a  matter  to  get 
land  at  all,  almost  a  distaste  for  country  Ufe 
has  grown  up  in  many  minds,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  present  mode 
of  education  of  our  children  there  is  an  abso- 
lute neglect  of  all  technical  education.  It  is 
the  cultivation  solely  of  what  I  may  call  one 
part  of  the  man — that  is,  the  mental  part — the 
bodily  part  being  left  to  a  great  degree  un- 
developed except  in  as  far  as  athletic  exercises 
go.  I  think  we  are  to  a  certain  extent  unfitting 
our  population  for  country  life.  Quite  a  dif- 
ferent system  is  followed  from  that  which  origi- 
nally prevailed  in  this  colony.  It  will  be  found 
that  m  the  early  stages  of  the  colony  every 
public  school  was  required  to  give  industrial 
education  to  the  pupils.  That  was  made  a 
pofiitive  condition,  and  that  system  was  pursued 
lor  several  years — I  may  say,  for  many  years — 
with  success,  but  has  now  been  abandoned ; 
and  I  consequently  think  it  is  necessary  to 
hold  out  some  inducement  to  our  New  Zea- 
land youth  to  go  into  the  country,  and  what 
I  propose  to  be  done  in  reference  to  that  is 
to  follow  a  system  which  was  adopted  at  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope  with  eminent  success,  and 
that  is,  in  addition  to  allowing  our  New  Zea- 
land settlers  to  go  upon  a  farm  without  paying 
any  money  down — ^but  only  being  subject  to  a 
rental — to  advance  the  funds  necessary  to  build 
a  house,  what  may  be  called  a  small  home- 
stead, on  the  land  for  them,  and  also  to  provide 
them  with  agricultural  implements,  and  to  pro- 
vide the  settler  and  his  family  with  rations  for 
twelve  months.  These  various  things  will  be 
charged  for  at  the  price  they  cost  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  interest  on  that  sum  of  money, 
added  to  the  interest  due  upon  the  purchase 
of  the  farm,  will  form  its  annual  rental.  I 
propose  that  whenever  the  holder  of  the  farm 
chooses  to  turn  the  tenure  into  freehold  by 
paying  the  capital  of  those  sums  he  should  be 
enabled  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — A  leasehold  farm,  you 
mean. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— A  leasehold  farm.  He  pur- 
chases the  leasehold  farm  by  paying  the  original 
cost  of  the  f&nn.  The  farm  will  certainly  have 
groatly  increased  in  value  by  his  labour.  He 
will  simply  refund  the  capital  expended  by  the 
Government  on  the  farm  and  in  purchasing 
tiie  implements  and  food  with  which  he  was 
supplied.  Honourable  members  will  see  how 
this  wiU  fit  into  almost  every  circumstance  of 
the  colony.  For  example,  the  question  has 
been  raised  with  regard  to  the  Civil  Service. 
It  is  said  that  considerable  reductions  are  to 
be  made,  and  that  it  is  desirable  to  afford  the 
Civil  servants  an  opportunity  of  getting  upon 
Ae  land.  That  I  admit  absolutely.  Consider 
the  facility  with  which  this  could  be  done. 
The  Government  might  allow  them  to  take  up 
&rms  in  the  manner  I  speak  of,  enabling  them 
to  go  on  the  farms  without  expense.  Oivil  ser- 
vants will  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  loss 


of  office ;  but  the  Government  would  be  relieved 
from  a  difficulty  to  which  they  have  alluded, 
which  is  that  of  finding  funds  to  pay  this  com- 
pensation, for  they  have  only  to  agree  to  give  to 
the  CivU  servants  debentures  bearing  a  certain 
rate  of  interest,  and  from  the  very  day  the  Civil 
servant  leaves  his  office  he  will  be  in  possession 
of  a  small  income.  He  will  be  able  to  go  on  a 
farm,  with  a  home  and  with  rations  provided 
for  him  for  twelve  months,  and  he  will  get  a 
start  in  life  under  the  happiest  possible  circum- 
stances ;  and  I  believe  what  he  in  the  first 
instance  thought  to  be  a  misfortune  will  often 
turn  out  to  be  a  blessing  for  him.  If  honour- 
able gentlemen  doubt  whether  it  is  possible  to 
carry  this  out,  I  have  only  to  say  that  in  every 
instance  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  it  was  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  in  the  manner  I  point 
out.  I  believe  this  Bill  meets  every  pos- 
sible case  that  can  occur.  It  afiords  to  the 
colony  the  chance  of  attracting  to  its  shores 
large  numbers  of  farmers  from  England.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, I  am  told,  are  anxious  to  come  out.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  is  the  case ;  and  large 
numbers  of  pensioners  are  most  eager  to  be 
allowed  to  come.  All  these  people  will  bring 
capital  into  the  colony,  or  permanent  income. 
I  believe  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  be  one 
most  healing  to  the  colony,  and  would  attract  a 
population  which  would  largely  assist  in  the 
payment  of  the  great  debt  we  owe,  and  which  is 
now  still  rapidly  accumulating  in  amount.  I 
believe  that  it  will  afford  trade,  promote  com- 
merce ;  and,  in  my  belief,  after  many  ye8us' 
experience  in  these  matters — ^I  think  perhaps 
almost  the  longest  experience  of  any  living 
man — I  believe  that  it  will  secure  the  greatest 
possible  benefits  to  New  Zealand.  In  fact, 
so  little  is  this  matter  understood  that  I  may 
mention  one  objection  to  the  measure  which 
I  have  seen  advanced,  and  it  is,  that  I  pro- 
pose to  do  away  with  all  the  difficulties  and 
troubles  of  colonisation,  and  to  raise  up  an 
effeminate  race  of  people — in  point  of  fact,  a 
set  of  people  are  to  be  turned  into  colonists 
who  are  to  know  nothing  of  the  dangers  and 
difficulties  of  first  colonisation.  I  answer 
that  that  is  no  objection,  and  I  am  sure  that 
every  one  who  has  considered  the  subject  will 
agree  with  me.  The  invariable  rule  in  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  South  Africa  is 
this :  that  there  is  one  class  of  people  who  go 
in  front — ^pioneers — ^who  improve  their  land  to 
a  certain  extent,  get  weary,  and  desire  to  trv 
again  somewhere  else.  They  dispose  of  their 
property  to  another  class  of  people  who  come 
in;  and  even  that  second  class  of  people  are 
generally  succeeded  by  a  third  class.  The  pro- 
posal now  made  carries  out  a  perfectly  natural 
mode  of  colonisation.  The  country  is  in  that 
state  in  which  many  people  can  come  in  who 
could  not  face  the  first  difficulties  of  colonisa- 
tion, but  who  can  avail  themselves  of  the 
labours  of  their  predecessors  in  this  country. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  any  further,  but 
simply  move.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 
Major  ATKINSON.— The  question  raised  by 
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this  Bill  is  no  doubt  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance. The  late  Goveminent  brought  in  a  Bill 
with  a  similar  object  to  that  of  the  one  we  are 
now  considering,  and  the  question  has  been 
raised  in  the  cotmtry,  and  has  undoubtedly 
tended  very  much  to  unsettle  men's  minds; 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that,  the  question 
being  in  that  position,  we  shall  be  wise  to  face 
it  and  deal  with  it,  and  settle  the  question ; 
and  I  think  it  may  be  settled  on  reeisonable 
grounds.  The  (Government  have  therefore  come 
to  the  determination  to  agree  to  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  with  the  object  of  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and  see- 
ing whether  we  cannot  devise  some  mode  of 
dealing  with  this  question  which  will  be  satis- 
factory generally  to  the  country.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  that  his  Bill 
would  deal  with  the  question  satisfactorily,  as 
he  thinks.  I  am  afraid,  on  the  contrary,  that 
there  is  not  nearly  sufficient  precaution  in  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  under  this  Bill  land  might 
be  taken  from  persons  from  whom  it  ^ould 
not  be  taken ;  but  I  think  there  are  cases  in 
the  colony  where  land  could  be  acquired  by 
the  Crown  from  the  present  holders  with  very 
great  advantage  to  the  colony  at  large .  It  might 
perhaps  be  wiser  to  initiate  the  scheme  by 
simply  giving  the  Government  the  right,  under 
proper  restrictions,  to  deal,  with  the  approval 
of  Parliament,  for  certain  estates.  I  hope  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  second  reading,  so  that 
the  Bill  may  go  to  the  Committee,  in  order  that 
we  may  really  say  that  we  are  going  to  face  this 
question  and  settle  it,  so  that  men's  minds  may 
be  set  at  rest  on  the  question. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ONEHUNGA  WATER  RESERVES  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  should  be  no  mis- 
take as  to  the  position  he  took  up  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  The  finger  of  the  clock 
was  opportunely  at  the  half-hour  when  he  rose 
in  the  afternoon,  and  the  debate  was  inter- 
rupted. The  honourable  the  mover  of  the 
second  reading  had  no  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing its  provisions  to  the  Bouse,  cuad  he  thought 
it  very  undesirable  that  a  Bill  of  such  mag- 
nitude should  pass  without  the  House  being 
made  fully  acquainted  with  its  provisions.  Ho 
would  like  to  ask  the  honourable  the  mover  to 
explain  the  Bill,  and  also  whether  he  was  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  the  same  provision  being  made 
m  this  Bill  as  was  made  in  the  Act  of  1879, 
which  was  to  this  effect : — 

"  Provided  that  no  portion  of  the  said  two 
acres  shall  be  alienated  by  way  of  sale,  mort- 
gage, lease,  or  otherwise,  and  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  at  all  times  for  any  person,  either  with 
or  without  cattle  of  any  description,  to  pass 
and  repass  over  the  said  lands  to  the  springs 
known  as  By  croft's  Springs,  and  there  to  water 
such  cattle  or  to  take  water  therefrom  free  of 
charge." 

If  the   honourable   gentleman  would   agree 

to  that,  or  if  Mr.  Speaker,  whose  Bill  this  was, 

would  agree  to  this  provision  being  made,  by 

which  the  public  at  large  might  have  access  to 

Major  Atkinson 


the  waters  of  these  springs,  his  (Mr.  Seddon'^ 
objections  would  be  withdrawn.  As  the  law 
now  stood,  the  reserve  and  the  water  did  not 
belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of 
Onehunga,  but  to  the  public  generally;  but 
by  this  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  vest  them  in 
the  burgesses  of  Onehunga,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  general  public.  It  was  only  fair,  if 
waterworks  were  required  by  the  borough,  tiiat 
the  local  authorities  should  have  full  power 
given  to  them  under  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act;  but,  where  springs  such  as  these 
were  required  for  the  public  generally  in  dry 
weather,  it  was  scarcely  fair  to  give  an  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  people  of  Onehunga,  and 
that  the  public  generally  should  be  inade  to 
pay  for  using  that  which  really  belonged  to 
themselves.  If  that  objection  were  met  he 
should  be  glad  to  do  what  he  could  to  assist 
the  local  body  to  obtain  a  water-supply.  But 
subsections  (1)  and  (2)  of  section  3  provided  as 
follows : — 

**  (1.)  May  erect  on  any  portion  of  the  said 
allotments  eight  and  ten  a  wall  or  other 
structure  for  enclosing  the  springs  of  water  on 
the  said  allotment  ten,  and  also  any  other 
structures  or  buildings  for  the  purpose  of 
waterworks  they  may  tioink  necessary : 

"  (2.)  May  absolutely  close  any  part  of  Princes 
Street  or  Spring  Street  they  may  require  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  pollution  of  the 
water  at  the  springs  on  the  said  allotment  ten, 
and  may  include  the  portion  of  the  streets  so 
closed  within  the  enclosure  round  the  springs 
aforesaid." 

These  provisions  were  in  direct  contravention 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1879,  which 
were  passed  as  the  result  of  a  compromise.  If 
that  compromise  were  maintained  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  this  Bill,  and  he  thought 
it  only  reasonable  that  that  compromise  should 
be  maintained.  He  had  no  doubt  the  mover 
would  agree  to  that,  and  therefore  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  should  not  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber  seemed  to  entirely  misunderstand  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  because  it  really  was  brouj^t 
in  for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  the  agree- 
ment that  he  wished  to  see  maintained.  It 
was  stated  in  the  preamble  that  the  Corpora- 
tion had  entered  mto  an  agreement,  and  had 
also  commenced  works  upon  the  sections ;  so 
that  the  honourable  member  could  not  expeet 
that  his  proposition  would  be  accepted  by  tiie 
mover.  But  he  must  say  that  he  was  sorry  to 
see  such  a  Bill  introduced,  because  he  could  see 
that  great  injustice  would  be  inflicted  upon  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  if  the 
water,  which  haid  been  specially  reserved  to 
them  by  the  legislation  of  1879,  was  to  be  given 
awav  from  them  exclusively  to  the  Borough  of 
Onehunga.  Yet  that,  positively,  was  the  posi* 
tion. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  if  it  was  the  fact  that 
the  Borough  of  Onehunga  had  already  com- 
menced  works 

Mr.  TURNBULL  s%id  that  the  preamble 
stated, — 
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<*And  whereas  the  Baid  Borough  Ooonoil 
hftve,  since  the  commencement  of  tiie  present 
year,  entered  into  contracts  for  the  oonstruc- 
tiooL  of  works  to  enclose  the  allotment  number 
ten  and  the  water  thereon,  under  the  impres- 
sion they  were  duly  authorised  in  that  behalf, 
and  it  is  expedient  to  validate  the  making  of 
snch  contracts." 

The  fact  was  that  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into  which  upset  the  arrangement  of 
1879,  and  now  the  House  was  asked  to  validate 
the  illegal  act. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  be  led  away  in  this  manner.  This  reserve 
was  a  reserve  for  the  whole  of  the  County  of 
Eden,  and  in  it  were  springs  of  considerable 
value.  The  district  in  summer  was  very  dry 
the  whole  way  as  far  as  Epsom ;  and  that  one 
part  of  the  dislariot  should  dare — in  defiance 
of  law,  as  he  was  informed  it  had  done  —  to 
attempt  to  obtain  exclusive  possession  of  the 
reserve  and  the  water  was  to  him  unaccount- 
able. He  thought  the  House  ought  to  resist 
the  thing  at  once.  This  reserve  was  made 
years  ago — about  forty  years  ago — ^for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  at  large,  and  it  had  been  nsed 
for  mauy  years  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  district,  people  having  carried  water 
from  these  springs  as  far  as  Epsom  for  their 
eattle  and  for  household  purposes  ;  and  for  the 
Borough  of  Onehunga  to  attempt  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  springs  to  the  exclusion  of  every- 
body else  was,  he  thought,  a  thing  which 
should  not  be  assented  to  by  the  House  until 
at  least  the  inhabitants  of  that  large  area  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  Was  this 
known  to  ill  those  people  ?  He  thought  not. 
He  hoped  the  Bill  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  a  struggle  being  made  to  prevent 
wrong  being  done. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  quite  agreed  with  the 
honoiirable  member  for  Kumara  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  this  matter,  and  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Aucldand  and 
Onehunga  were  being  taken  away  by  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House.  These  springs  were  of 
a  very  valuable  character,  and,  mdeed,  it  was 
intended  atone  time — and  considerable  trouble 
was  taken  in  the  matter— to  have  the  City  of 
Auckland  supplied  from  these  springs;  and, 
although  Auckland  had  a  water-supply  now 
which  supplied  not  only  Auckland,  but  some  of 
the  surrounding  districts,  still,  in  the  course  of 
time,  with  the  natural  increase  of  population, 
it  might  be  necessaipr  to  get  an  additional 
water-supply,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  draw 
npon  these  springs  as  a  source.  However,  he 
quite  recognized  the  fact  that  the  Borough  of 
Onehunga,  being  very  close  to  these  springs,  was 
entitled  to  a  large  amount  of  consideration  in 
the  way  of  getting  a  supply,  and  he  could  not 
see  that  there  would  be  any  objection  to  their 
making  waterworks  there,  provided  that  the 
other  bodies  in  the  surrounding  district  were 
either  allowed  to  do  likewise  or  to  receive  the 
water  at  cost  price.  What  he  meant  was  that 
the  Borough  of  Onehunga  should  not  be  per- 
mitted te  make  a  profit  out  of  the  water  &at 
really  belonged  to  all  the  people  in  that  locality. 


Mr.  SEDDON  asked  what  provision  there 
was  for  watering  cattle. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  that,  as  time  went 
on  and  population  increased,  the  first  thing  to 
be  considered  would  be  the  supply  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  he  could  see  no  harm 
in  making  the  waterworks  so  long  as  the  wants 
of  the  whole  district  were  not  ignored.  He 
thought  a  clause  should  be  inserted  conserving 
the  rights  of  the  public ;  also  with  regard  to 
the  supply  of  water  to  individuals  or  to  cattle 
as  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1879. 

Mr.  KEEB  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
springs  were  a  most  valuable  afiair,  belonging 
to  the  public  at  large  right  away  to  Auck- 
land, and  it  seemed  a  strange  thing  that  the 
Government  had  not  paid  attention  to  this 
matter.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  to  the  interests  of  the  publio 
at  large,  who  were  not  here  to  protect  them- 
selves. If  the  people  of  Onehunga  were  al- 
lowed to  take  these  springs  it  would  be  another 
of  those  little  swindles  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  the  same  part  of  the  country  in  the  past. 
He  would  ask  the  Government  to  pay  attention 
to  what  was  going  on. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that  perhaps  honourable 
members  would  allow- the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  and  then,  when  Mr.  Speaker  was 
relieved  from  the  chair,  they  would  be  able  to 
go  minutely  into  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time  he 
might  remark  that  there  appeared  to  be  con- 
siderable misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  cer- 
tain honourable  members  from  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland  concerning  this  matter. 
This  land  had  been  handed  over  to  the  Town 
of  Onehunga,  to  be  held  by  the  Mayor  and 
Councillors  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  that 
town,  and  a  considerable  numbec  of  acres  at  Te 
Aroha  were  given  over  to  the  School  Commis- 
sioners in  exchange  for  the  land  referred  to  in 
the  Bill.  The  Bill  did  not  propose  to  take  away 
the  water-supply.  There  was  nothing  said,  for 
instance,  about  the  springs  that  ran  across  Mr. 
Bycroft's  part.  Those  who  knew  the  situation 
must  know  that  those  who  thought  that  these 
springs  were  outside  the  township  were  suf- 
fering from  some  delusion,  inasmuch  as  the 
springs  were  pretty  well  in  the  centre  of  the 
old  Township  of  Onehunga.  With  reference  to 
fencing  in  the  water  spoken  of  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru,  he  might  say  that  the 
plan  would  show  there  was  no  such  intention. 
What  was  desired  was  simply  to  protect  the 
main  spring  from  being  polluted  by  cattle, 
which  were  standing  there  throughout  the  day 
in  summer-time.  Then,  geese  and  ducks  were 
there,  not  by  the  dozen,  but  by  the  hundred. 
It  was  intended  by  the  Bill  to  afford  to  the 
people  of  Onehunga  a  good  water-supply,  and 
those  who  desired  access  to  the  spnngs  for 
cattle  would  not  be  shut  out  from  obtaining 
water,  inasmuch  as  it  was  proposed  to  con- 
struct a  road  through  Lots  6  and  8  to  the  water 
for  cattle.  At  the  same  time  they  had  no  power 
to  erect  machinery  on  Lot  8,  which  was  the 
only  ground  on  which  they  could  erect  pump- 
ing-machinery  for  the  reservoir.  If  the  matter 
were  allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  he  felt  sure 
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that  the  arguments  Mr.  Speaker  ijvould  use 
"would  convince  honourable  members,  and  his 
explanations  would  remove  any  misconcep- 
tions ;  so  that,  in  justice  to  the  honourable 
member  for  ManuJcau,  he  trusted  the  House 
TKTOuld  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  closest  scrutiny  in 
Committee  would  show  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  measure. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NORTH  DUNEDIN  CEMETERY  EXTEN- 
SION BILL. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  City  Council  of 
Dunedin  had  asked  him  to  introduce  and  en- 
deavour to  pass  this  measure.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  extend  the  present  North  Dun- 
edin Cemetery.  It  might  not  be  known  to 
honourable  members  that  the  Dunedin  ceme- 
teries were  availed  of  by  suburban  municipali- 
ties— that  was  to  say,  they  were  the  only  ceme- 
teries within  some  distance  of  Dunedin;  and 
the  City  Council  found  it  was  necessary  to 
extend  the  limits  of  the  North  Dunedin 
Cemetery  in  the  direction  of  what  was  com- 
monly known  as  the  Town  Belt,  but  so  that 
ic  would  not  interfere  with  the  useful  portion 
of  the  Belt.  His  colleagues  for  Dunedin  South 
and  Central  and  he  himself  were  unanimous 
in  support  of  this  Bill ;  but  he  believed  that 
some  of  the  constituents  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East,  who  resided  at 
Opoho,  some  little  distance  from  the  cemetery, 
objected  to  the  extension  of  the  cemetery.  He 
would  point  out,  however,  that  this  wets  a 
matter  which  could  be  discussed  in  Committee. 
It  was  proposed  to  extend  the  cemetery  in  two 
directions  —  one  away  from  Opoho  and  the 
other  towards  Opoho;  so  that  if  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bui  were  granted  it  could  then 
be  discussed  in  Committee  whether  the  whole 
of  the  land  asked  for  should  be  set  aside, 
or  only  that  portion  which  would  in  no  way 
afiect  the  honourable  gentleman's  constituents. 
As  honourable  members  might  know,  the  land 
at  the  southern  cemetery  had  been  disposed 
of  some  years  ago,  and  no  new  burying  ground 
oould  be  found  in  that  cemetery.  About  six- 
teen years  ago  the  Council  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  open  a  cemetery  at  the  northern  end 
of  Duucdin,  and  the  purpose  of  this  Bill  was 
simply  to  extend  that  cemetery.  Ho  would  not 
detaiu  the  House  further  than  to  say  that  any 
objections  which  his  honourable  friend  could 
raise  to  the  Bill  were  purely  Committee  objec- 
tions, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  grant  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KERR  asked  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
should  be  allowed  to  read  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

The  Clebk  read  the  report,  which  stated 
thaii  the  Committee  had  to  report  that  it  was 
inadvisable  to  grant  the  power  asked  for  by  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  KERR  hoped  the  House  would  consider 

this  matter  before  granting  the  second  reading 

of  the  Bill.     He  had  been  a  member  of  the 

Local  Bills  Committee  during  the  previous  year, 

Mr.  Hamlin 


when  a  similar  report  was  made.  What  was 
proposed  was  to  take  away  from  the  City  of 
Dunedin,  bit  by  bit,  a  belt  that  belonged  to  the 
public  there,  to  sell  it  at  a  very  large  price, 
when  it  was  made  into  cemeteries,  and  thus 
make  a  lot  of  money  out  of  it.  He  thought  it 
was  wrong  that  these  public  reserves  should  be 
taken  away,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
allow  such  a  thing  to  be  done.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  throughout  the  colony,  from  ono  end 
of  the  Islands  to  the  other,  where  reserves  had 
been  made  in  a  proper  manner  they  were  being 
taken  away  in  a  very  improper  manner.  He 
thought  the  House  should  guard  the  public  in- 
terests in  this  matter,  though  it  did  not  seem 
to  do  so,  for  some  gentlemen,  like  Mr.  Speaker^ 
who  were  liked  in  the  House,  came  down  with 
water  Bills,  and  the  House  supported  them. 
He  considered  the  House  was  neglecting  its 
duty  in  not  protecting  the  public  outside  and 
seeing  that  their  rights  were  not  taken  away 
from  them.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  to  this,  as  well  as  to  other  matters  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  might  state  for  the  information 
of  honourable  members  that  this  matter  par- 
ticularly interested  those  whom  he  represented. 
The  North  Dunedin  Cemetery  stood  almost  in 
the  middle  of  his  district.  He  believed  that 
the  bulk  of  his  constituents  were  entirely 
opposed  to  this  Bill ;  and  he  should  oppose 
even  its  second  reading.  As  honourable  mem- 
bers might  know,  this  cemetery  was  situated 
upon  the  Town  Belt,  and  the  object  now  was  to 
extend  the  cemetery  some  twenty-seven  acres 
farther  into  the  Town  Belt  It  was  known  to 
those  present,  very  likely,  that  when  this  Town 
Belt  was  granted,  many,  many  years  ago,  to  the 
City  of  Dunedin  it  was  granted  to  them  for  the 
sake  of  health  and  for  recreation  purposes.  In 
the  original  agreement  with  the  purchasers 
each  purchaser  had  a  vested  interest  in  the 
Town  Belt,  and  when  the  Constitution  Act  was 
passed  it  was  an  arrangement  between  the 
Otago  and  the  Canterbury  settlers  that  this 
should  still  be  adhered  to.  So  far  as  recreation 
purposes  were  concerned,  he  believed  the  exten- 
sion of  this  cemetery  would  actually  take  away 
part  of  the  ground  that  was  now  used  for  the 
purposes  of  football  and  cricket.  If  this  went 
on  for  any  length  of  time  it  would  not  be  very 
many  years  before  the  whole  of  the  Town  Belt 
would  be  used  up  for  cemetery  purposes.  A 
calculation  had  been  mode  by  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  Gillies,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
House,  that  in  little  more  than  fifty  years  the 
whole  of  the  Town  Belt  would  be  used  up  for 
cemetery  purposes  if  they  went  on  as  they  were 
doing  now.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Dunedin 
were  anxious  to  maintain  their  rights  would  be 
shown  by  this:  that  some  years  ago  a  fever 
hospital  was  set  up  on  the  Town  Belt,  but  the 
people,  feeling  that  their  rights  were  being 
infringed,  absolutely  went  to  the  extent  of 
suing  themselves,  as  it  were,  and  obtained 
judgment  against  the  City  Council ;  and  that 
cost  the  Council  something  like  £4,000.  It 
hod  been  shown  that  evening  tliat  the  Bill  had 
been  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  and 
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the  Clerk  had  read  the  report,  and  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  bad  reported  it  to  be  "  in- 
advisable to  grant  the  power  asked  for  by 
the  Bill."  He  had  himself  gone  carefully 
tkrongh  the  evidence  taken  before  that 
CJommittee,  and  that  report  and  evidence 
alone  were  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  ask- 
ing honourable  members  not  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  question 
arose.  Could  land  be  obtained  elsewhere  for 
cemetery  purposes  ?  And  he  believed  that  two 
objections  had  been  raised  to  any  considera- 
tion of  that  question.  The  first  objection 
was  that  there  was  no  land  available  within 
seasonable  distance;  and,  as  a  corollary  to 
that,  that  it  would  cost  too  much  to  poor  men 
to  bury  their  dead.  Now,  he  thought  that  was 
open  to  question — that  land  could  be  obtained 
idtbin  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  town,  and 
that  those  who  wanted  to  bury  their  dead  would 
not  have  to  travel  much  farther  than  they  had 
now.  The  second  objection  raised  was  the 
want  of  funds  to  buy  any  land.  That  was  an 
objection  that  ought  never  to  have  been  raised ; 
and  for  this  reason :  that  if  the  City  Council  of 
Dunedin  had  done  what  was  right  they  should 
now  have  in  hand  £3,000  to  purchase  a  ceme- 
tezy-site.  There  ought  to  be  £3,000  to  the 
credit  of  the  cemetery  fund  account;  but, 
instead  of  that  money  being  conserved,  it  had 
disappeared  in  the  way  that  they  had  seen 
in  very  many  instances,  not  only  with  regard 
to  the  City  Council  of  Dunedin,  but  even  in 
that  House.  The  money  had  been  put  into 
the  general  fund  and  been  spent,  and  lost  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  How- 
€fver,  that  was  not  the  fault  of  those  who  were 
objecting  now  to  the  extension  of  this  cemetery, 
and  who  said  that  if  the  money  had  been  pre- 
served there  would  be  funds  to  purchase  a  new 
oemetery.  He  was  informed  that  there  was 
land  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  Dunedin 
which  could  be  purchased  for  £40  or  £50  an 
acre,  and  those  who  wished  to  sell  it  did  not 
want  cash  down,  but  would  be  willing  to  take 
•debentures. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Where  is  that  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN.— At  Kelvin  Grove. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— A  pretty  site  I 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Better  than  the  one  proposed 
in  ^e  Bill.  This  proposed  extension  of  the 
cemetery  would  go  towards  Opoho,  a  portion 
of  his  district,  and  every  man  in  that  place 
was  opposed  to  the  extension  there.  It  would 
also  extend  to  Dunedin  itself,  and  many  in 
North  Dunedin  objected  to  the  extension. 
Lastly,  he  might  say  this:  that  if  the  House 
allowed  the  Bill  to  go  through  its  second  read- 
ing and  thought  fit  to  pass  it  into  law  it  would 
not  cure  the  evil.  It  would  not  be  very  long 
before  the  City  Council  would  want  another 
twenty-seven  acres.  If  the  Council  wished  to 
grapple  with  the  difficulty  they  should  do  it  at 
once,  and  not  go  on  for  years  asking  for  piece 
after  piece  of  this  recreation-ground.  Let  them 
do  their  duty  now,  and  let  the  thing  be  settled 
once  for  all. 

Mr.  PYKE  was  sorry  to  differ  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,. 


whom  he  was  pleased  and  proud  to  acknowledge 
and  honour  as  his  representative.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  he  lived  in  the 
middle  of  the  district;  but  he  (Mr.  Pyke) 
lived  more  in  the  middle  of  it,  for  he  lived 
nearer  the  cemetery,  and  he  could  not  see 
what  use  this  piece  of  land  could  be  put  to 
except  to  be  a  receptacle  for  the  dead  bodies  of 
Dunedin  citizens.  In  its  present  state  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  a  spot  which  living  citizens 
could  enjoy,  for  it  was  nothing  but  a  perfect  wil- 
derness, and  totally  unfit  for  purposes  of  recrea- 
tion. It  was  true  that  some  years  hence  they 
might  want  further  cemetery  extension;  but 
he  hoped  that  before  that  time  all  cemeteries 
would  be  abolished,  that  the  dead  would  be 
taken  out  to  sea,  the  bottom  of  the  barge 
knocked  out,  and  the  bodies  allowed  to  become 
food  for  fishes,  and  so  be  turned  to  some  use. 
People  were  not  sufficiently  educated  yet  to 
appreciate  cremation, — and,  after  all,  that  was 
only  a  waste  of  raw  material.  As  for  tsking  a 
site  at  Kelvin  Grove,  that  simply  meant  going 
into  the  midst  of  a  thickly-populated  district ; 
whereas  the  site  now  proposed  could  not  pos- 
sibly do  harm  to  any  of  the  adjacent  popula- 
tion, because  they  lived  above  the  cemetery, 
so  that,  instead  of  the  drainage  of  the  ceme- 
tery going  to  them,  it  would  be  their  drainage 
that  would  flow  into  the  cemetery.  He  men- 
tioned this  fact  because  here  in  this  City  of 
Wellington  the  cemetery  was  above  the  dwell- 
ing-houses, and  must  be  very  injurious,  and 
he  wanted  to  show  that  it  was  just  the  reverse 
in  Dunedin.  He  could  quite  understand  his 
honourable  friend  and  representative  for  Dun- 
edin East  being  loth  to  vote  for  a  measure 
which  was  disapproved  of  by  a  portion  of  his 
constituency  from  whom  he  had  received  very 
large  and  well-deserved  support ;  but  he  knew 
it  was  very  badly  wanted.  This  was  a  very 
pretty  situation,  where  one  could  get  a  good 
view  of  the  vessels  entering  the  harbour,  and 
hear  the  birds  singing  all  around.  He  did 
not  know  anything  more  delightful  than  to 
visit  the  cemetery  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and 
read  the  various  truthful  epitaphs  inscribed 
on  the  tombstones.  He  did  not  speak  from 
any  personal  motive,  for  he  did  not  care  what 
they  did  with  him  when  he  passed  away ;  but 
he  hoped  his  honourable  friend  would  not  be 
successful  in  throwing  this  Bill  out  on  its 
second  reading,  for  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  there  should  be  an  extension  of  the  ceme- 
tery. Supposing  they  did  gee  a  cemetery  at 
Kelvin  Grove,  he  did  not  know  how  **  the  poor 
man" — to  whom  he  never  alluded,  for  he  thought 
it  a  much-abused  term — would  get  his  body 
carried  there,  for  there  was  no  railway  running 
in  that  direction.  There  was  another. direction 
in  which  they  might  seek  for  a  site,  and  that  was 
out  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  chemical  works 
in  Kaikorai  Valley.  There  the  dead  might 
possibly  be  turned  to  some  useful  purpose  ;  but 
he  could  not  understand  the  honourable  gentle- 
man advocating  a  site  at  Kelvin  Grove,  in  the 
midst  of  a  thickly-populated  district.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  outside  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district,  and  perhaps  that  might 
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have  something  to  do  with  his  seeing  the  advan- 
tage of  it.  Seriously,  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  this  Bill.  He  knew  that  there 
were  one  or  two  crotchety  old  members  who 
had  opposed  it  before,  but  he  hoped  a  majority 
of  the  House  would  not  say  that  the  people  of 
Dunedin  should  not  have  a  place  in  which  to 
bury  their  dead,  pending  their  enlightenment 
as  to  the  more  economical  disposal  of  un- 
tenanted  bodies 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that,  although  he 
was  not  one  of  the  crochety  old  members, 
he  would  oppose  this  measure  upon  general 
grounds.  He  maintained  that  the  people  of 
Dunedin  could  not  guard  too  jealously  tne  re- 
serves set  aside  by  the  founders  of  that  district. 
This  reserve  was  set  aside  for  the  recreation  of 
the  people  of  Dunedin,  and  was  never  intended 
for  cemetery  purposes.  The  Corporation  of  Dun- 
'  edin  had  always  had  its  eye  on  the  Town  Belt 
reserve,  and  from  time  to  time  had  injured 
its  beauty.  Some  years  ago  they  destroyed  the 
beauty  of  a  part  of  it  ]t)y  cutting  down  magnifi- 
cent 1u:ees  which  had  i&ken  four  or  five  hundred 
years  to  come  to  maturity,  in  order  to  throw 
them  into  the  Water  of  Leith  for  protective 
purposes.  As  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East,  this  would  only 
satisfy  them  for  a  time,  and  then  another 
attempt  would  be  made  to  get  more  of  the  re- 
serve. He  thought  that  no  cemeteries  should 
be  placed  in  the  centres  of  populated  districts. 
There  was  a  large  population  round  this  par- 
ticular place,  and  if  this  land  were  granted  for 
cemetery  purposes  they  would  have  the  same 
evil  growing  up  here  which  existed  in  the  large 
cities  at  Home,  of  having  cemeteries  in  the 
centres  of  towns.  Another  matter  was  this : 
that  these  reserves  were  never  given  for  revenue 
purposes  for  the  Corporation.  Let  the  Corpora- 
tion recognise  the  difficulty  now,  and  purchase 
a  large  cemetery,  and  not  stave  ofi  the  diffi- 
culty from  year  to  year  by  applying  for  fresh 
grants  of  the  recreation-grounds  as  fresh  wants 
arose.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunstan 
said  that  this  was  a  swamp ;  but  it  was  nothing 
of  the  sort.  The  twenty-seven  acres  which  it 
was  proposed  to  take  consisted  of  beautifully 
dry  ground.  He,  for  one,  in  the  interest  of  the 
oolony  at  large,  would  oppose  the  taking  of 
such  recreation-grounds  for  these  purposes. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  did  not  consider  that  much 
weight  should  be  attached  to  the  adverse  re- 
port of  the  Local  Bills  Committee.  It  was 
pertinent  to  point  out  that  the  report  was  not 
one  brought  up  this  year,  but  one  arrived  at 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House  last  year ; 
and,  to  properly  appreciate  its  weight,  the 
House  must  remember  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  —  who  held  pro- 
nounced opinions  against  the  Bill — ^was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Committee,  and  one  could  easily 
understand  that  when  a  representative  of  a 
district  in  which  a  Bill  was  very  unpopu- 
lar was  a  member  of  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee, that  fact  would  have  more  weight  in 
the  report  which  might  be  brought  up  than 
would  otherwise  be  the  case.  He  (Dr.  Fit- 
chett)  ventured  to  say  that  if  the  Bill  had 
Mr,  Pyke 


gone  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee  tfaia 
session  the  report  would  have  been  difierexii. 
The  reason  for  asking  for  this  ground  was  ite 
absolute  necessity.  There  were  at  preseat 
two  cemeteries  in  Dunedin,  and  both  were  folL 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Eaafc 
had  named  one  place  where  he  said  a  site 
could  be  obtained — namely,  Kelvin  Grove ;  but 
those  who  knew  Dunedin  had  only  to  recall  thai 
place  to  their  minds  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
a  more  unsuitable  place  could  not  be  found.  It 
was  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  and  the  drainage 
must  inevitably  go  down  to  the  most  densely- 
populated  part  of  the  North  •  east  Valley ; 
whereas  what  this  Bill  asked  for  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  Town  Belt  which  was  at  present  a 
wilderness,  and  had  never  been  used  for  any- 
thing ;  which  was  covered  with  dense  scrub  and 
undergrowth ;  which  never  could  be  used  as  a 
recreation-ground 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  A  portion  of  the  adjoining 
ground  is  used  as  a  recreation-ground. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  the  ground,  at  all 
events,  that  would  be  taken  under  this  Bill  for 
cemetery  purposes  was  not  now  used  for  any- 
thing— ^it  was  nothing  but  dense  scrub ;  and 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  cemetery  did 
not  approach  Dunedin,  but  one  end  of  it 
went  down  towards  the  harbour,  and  on  the 
other  side  the  strip  was  on  the  far  side  of 
Dunedin  from  the  present  cemetery.  Seeing 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity, 
and  that  there  was  really  no  other  ground 
available,  he  trusted  that  the  reason  which 
might  otherwise  tell  against  the  Bill— namely, 
that  the  reserves  were  originally  granted  for 
recreation  purposes — ^would  be  overridden  by 
the  imperative  necessities  of  the  case. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  he  might  be  allowed  to 
state  that  the  proposed  extension  did  go  towards 
Dunedin  North.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central  had 
seen  the  plan,  but  he  (Mr.  Allen)  had ;  and  this 
extension  went  also  in  the  direction  of  Opoho 
and  the  sea. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  House  had 
been  led  a  little  away  from  the  main  question 
— that  was,  whether  any  ground  whatever  had 
been  shown  why  the  House  should  agree  to  a 
part  of  the  Town  Belt  being  taken  away  for  any 
purpose  whatever.  He  had  listened  to  all  the 
arguments  that  had  been  advanced  on  this 

auestion,  and  he  had  had  some  experience  of 
tie  danger  of  interfering  in  matters  on  which 
the  Otago  members  were  divided.  But  he 
ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  main  position,  that  the  House  should  never 
consent  to  the  taking-away  of  any  recreation- 
reserve  unless  the  most  extraordinarily  strong 
case  had  been  made  out.  He  submitted  that 
no  strong  case  had  been  made  out  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  The  argument  of  the  last 
speaker  was  the  absolute  necessity  for  taking 
this  reserve.  If  that  necessity  existed  now,  in 
another  few  years  they  would  be  told  that  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  taking  another 
portion  of  this  reserve  for  cemetery  purposes. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— This  extension  will  answer 
all  requirements  for  the  next  fifty  years. 
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Uajor  ATKINSON  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Danedin  Central  was  too  modesfe  in 
foieoasting  the  fatnre  of  that  city.  He  (Major 
Atkinson)  expected  to  see  the  population  in- 
crease at  a  very  much  greater  rate  than  the 
honourable  member  appeared  to  anticipate, 
and,  healthy  as  the  place  might  be,  twenty- 
seven  acres  would  not  contain  all  its  dead  for  the 
next  fifty  years.  He  thought  the  time  had  come 
when  the  House  should  take  a  high  stand  in 
these  matters.  One  honourable  gentleman  had 
said,  **  Shall  not  the  Corporation  bury  its  dead 
-within  its  borders?"  He  (Major  Atkinson) 
thought,  however,  that  the  Mouse  should  say, 
"No  town  shall  buiy  its  dead  within  that 
town."  The  House  should  make  it  clear  that 
no  reserve  should  be  taken  merely  to  suit  a 
temporary  convenience.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  see  its  way  to  reject  this  Bill  by  refusing 
to  allow  it  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BABBON  said  that  honodrable  mem- 
bers opposing  the  Bill  seemed  to  forget  that 
the  cemetery  was  already  established  on  the 
site.  The  Premier  said  he  saw  no  reason, 
or  that  none  had  been  shown,  for  this  Bill, 
except  that  it  was  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city,  altogether  overlooking 
the  fact  that  the  Corporation  was  the  body  repre- 
senting the  citizens;  and  if  the  Corporation 
desired  that  this  extension  should  be  granted 
for  the  convenience  of  the  citizens,  and  nobody 
else  in  the  colony  was  inconvenienced,  surely 
honourable  members  need  not  be  solicitous 
about  the  interests  of  those  who  were  pre- 
pared to  look  after  their  own  interests,  and 
whose  representatives  unanimously  agreed  that 
this  extension  would  not  only  be  a  great 
convenience,  but  was  imperatively  necessary 
for  sanitary  and  other  reasons.  He  hoped 
honourable  members  would  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  this  Bill  was  promoted  by  the  Cor- 
poration in  the  interests  of  the  citizens,  and 
would  not  be  led  away  by  the  representations 
of  those  outside  the  city  who  really  had  only 
some  abstract  interest  in  the  matter,  which 
should  not  be  allowed  to  weic^h  against  the 
actual  advantages  that  the  citizens  would  de- 
rive from  this  proposed  extension  of  the  ceme- 
tery. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  the  argument  which 
had  been  used  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham  was  a  very  hollow  one.  They  had  an 
instance  of  conflicting  views  as  to  a  local  Bill 
that  evening  in  the  matter  of  the  Christchuroh 
Mill-dam  Bill,  which  was  promoted  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Christchurch  a  few  months  ago,  was 
almost  unanimously  supported  by  the  City 
Cooncil,  and  would  have  been  passed  had  it  not 
been  for  the  opposition  of  members  on  the  Local 
Bills  Committee.  That  evening  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  that  Bill  asked  at  the 
instance  of  the  City  Council  for  the  discharge 
of  the  Bill,  which  had  previously  the  almost 
unanimous  support  of  the  City  Council.  In 
like  manner  the  governing  body  of  Dunodin, 
taking  a  more  just  view  of  this  case,  might 
before  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  instead 
of  supporting  this  piece  of  legislation,  see  it  to 
be  to  their  interest  to  support  something  of  a 
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very  different  nature.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  Central  made  a  statement 
as  if  the  gentleman  who  in  May  last  repre- 
sented the  constituency  now  represented  by 
Mr.  Allen  had  promoted  the  decision  come 
to  with  regard  to  this  Bill  by  the  Committee 
during  last  session.  Now,  if  the  honour- 
able member  would  only  look  at  the  minutes 
of  the  Committee  he  would  find  that  the 
gentleman  referred  to  gave  evidence,  but  did 
not  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Committee.  He  did  not  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central  had  done  that 
gentleman  justice,  because  they  knew  perfectly 
well  that  the  position  he  took  was  not  a  posi- 
tion originating  in  the  idea  that  he  was  the 
representative  of  that  particular  part  of  the 
colony,  but  in  his  determination  that  land 
set  aside  for  recreation  purposes  should  not 
be  touched  under  any  pretext  whatever.  With 
regard  to  the  trust  to  be  reposed  in  the  Dunedin 
City  Council,  the  House  had  an  instance  that 
evening  of  their  management  of  the  Town  Belt, 
of  which  the  land  dealt' with  by  this  Bill  was 
a  part.  It  was  stated  that  the  City  Council 
had  so  little  regard  for  the  health  of  the  people 
of  Dunedin  as  to  place  a  fever  hospital  on  the 
reserve ;  and  ho  thought  the  almost  unanimous 
decision  of  the  people  of  Dunedin  bore  out  the 
opinion  given  effect  to  by  the  Courts  of  the 
colony,  and  showed  that  the  local  representa- 
tives at  the  time  were  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with 
a  matter  where  the  choice  lay  between  the 
temporary  convenience  and  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  inhabitants.  He  thought 
honourable  members  were  there  to  serve  not 
only  the  immediate  interests  of  the  public,  but 
those  of  the  future,  and,  if  they  took  a  proper 
view,  they  should  oppose  all  such  legislation 
as  this. 

Mr.  BOSS  said  he  intended  to  support,  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  thought  it  was 
the  very  best  way  of  getting  the  Town  Belt 
utilised  for  purposes  of  recreation.  The  land 
which  it  was  proposed  to  take  into  the  ceme- 
tery was  at  present  useless.  It  was  covered 
with  scrub,  and  was  not  available  for  any  pur- 
poses of  recreation  whatever.  There  was  one 
fact  which  seemed  to  have  been  lost  sight  of — 
that  there  was  a  reserve  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
which  was  originally  part  of  the  cemetezy.  That 
reserve  had  been  absorbed  for  other  purposes. 
First  there  was  a  lunatic  asylum  placed  on  it, 
and  when  the  patients  were  removed  to  Sea- 
cliff  it  was  taken  in  as  a  portion  of  the  High 
School  ground.  That  was  an  instance  wherein 
a  reserve  had  been  diverted  from  its  original 
purpose,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
posal in  this  Bill  should  not  be  acceded  to.  He 
would  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PEBGUS  said  that  as  a  resident  of  Dun- 
edin and  a  citizen  of  the  colony  he  intended  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  was 
entirely  at  one  with  Sir  Bobert  Stout  last  year, 
when  he  opposed  this  Bill  on  general,  pro- 
vincial, and  colonial  grounds.  The  House 
should  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  out  of  a  total  reserve  of 
550  acres,  had  got,  for  cemetery  purposes,  soma 
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thirty  acres  at  thd  present  time.  The  southern 
cemetery  had  heen  filled;  and  the  northern 
cemetery,  containing  twenty  acres,  was  opened 
sixteen  years  ago,  and  practically  it  was  full 
now.  And  if  the  population  continued  to  in- 
crease in  the  same  ratio  in  the  future  as  it  had 
done  in  the  past  they  would  have  twenty-seven 
more  acres,  in  due  course,  filled  with  their  dead ; 
and  it  was  not  a  very  difficult  task  to  calculate 
that  within  a  few  short  years  a  veiy  consider- 
able portion — all  the  available  portion— of  the 
Town  Belt  would  be  taken  up  with  one  gigantic 
cemetery.  It  was  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
City  of  Dunedin — certainly  not  of  that  portion 
lying  north  of  the  Octagon — that  the  only  reserve 
they  had  should  be  taken,  in  which  to  bury  the 
dead  of  the  entire  city. 

Mr.  FULTOI^  said  that  many  attempts  had 
been  made  to  filch  from  the  City  of  Dunedin 
by  some  means  or  other  all  the  reserves  that 
had  been  set  aside  for  that  city,  and  this  was 
only  one  of  the  many  attempts  that  had  been 
made  for  that  purpose.  These  attempts  had 
from  time  to  time  been  strenuously  opposed  by 
a  large  number  of  members  who  had  an  in- 
terest in  that  city,  and  they  had  been  to  a 
laige  extent  successfully  opposed,  but  at  the 
same  time,  by  the  persistence  of  the  municipal 
authorities,  certain  portions  of  land  which  had 
been  set  aside  as  reserves  within  the  city  had 
been  taken  away  and  built  upon.  Now,  it  was 
well  known  that  many  of  these  local  bodies 
were  in  the  habit  of  looking  at  the  present 
requirements  of  the  colony,  and,  in  order  to 
lighten  their  burdens,  were  apt  to  relieve  pre- 
sent necessities  by  discounting  the  future,  thus 
seizing  the  various  reserves  and  making  use  of 
them  for  other  purposes  than  those  originally 
intended.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Premier 
that  the  time  had  come,  not  only  in  Dunedin, 
but  in  other  towns  of  the  colony,  when  the 
burial  of  the  dead  should  be  extramural.  No 
one  could  go  through  Wellington  without  think- 
ing it  a  scandal  that  the  city  should  bo  dis- 
graced by  having  a  cemetery  in  the  midst  of 
it  such  as  existed  here.  A  site  ought  to  have 
been  procured  for  a  cemetery  outside  the  city 
long  ago.  They  had  no  right  to  take  from  tiie 
people  that  which  was  set  aside  deliberately 
for  the  recreation  of  the  people,  and  he  should 
certainly  oppose  this  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  said  that  upon  sanitary 
grounds  they  ought  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time.  Could  it  be  said  it  was  sanitary  that  the 
dead*  should  be  buried  in  a  place  wnence  the 
drainage  would  go  into  the  city,  or  into  the  bay 
close  aJongside  of  it  ?  He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  surely  have  intended  to 
use  the  word  "insanitary."  Then,  he  (Mr. 
Fulton)  heard  another  honourable  gentleman 
say  that  this  extension  would  render  the  reserve 
useful  as  a  place  of  recreation,  and  that  no 
place  was  so  much  frequented  as  a  cemetery. 
He  (Mr.  Fulton)  did  not  think  that  it  would 
■conduce  very  much  to  the  cheerfulness  of  the 
people  to  have  to  walk  amongst  the  gravestones 
rather  than  go  along  the  Town  Belt  as  at  pre- 
sent. He  hoped  the  House  would  resist  this 
Attempt  to  divert  this  reserve  from  its  original 
JIfr.  Fergut 


purpose,  and  that  they  would  see  that  these 
reserves,  set  aside  by  the  prudence  and  fore- 
thought of  their  public  men,  were  preserved 
for  all  time  for  the  recreation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  various  towns ;  because  he  must  say  that 
he  thought  the  recreation-reserves  were  too 
small  already  in  the  majority  of  the  towns  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  had  witnessed  the  virtuous  in- 
dignation of  the  Government  on  this  sabject; 
but  he  asked  them  to  refer  to  Oamam,  from 
which,  in  1881,  they  took  twenty  acres  of  a 
reserve,  for  railway  purposes.  He  believed  Mr. 
Oliver  was  Minister  at  the  time.  On  this  they 
simply  built  an  engine-shed.  On  the  first  occa- 
sion they  had  to  make  the  shed  longer.  Nor 
were  they  likely  to  occupy  more  than  the  small 
part  that  the  shed  was  now  standing  on  for  the 
next  thirty  years.  This  was  the  only  availahle 
place  for  recreation  purposes  that  Oamani  pos- 
sessed leading  from  the  town  to  the  bay,  as  the 
rest  of  the  reserves  at  Oamaru  were  on  the  hills. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  give  it  back  again  to  the  people  of  Oamaro, 
as  at  present  they  were  wholly  shut  out  of  the 
most  delightful  resort  and  health-giving  reciea- 
tion-ground  that  could  well  be  conceived,  and 
because  at  this  time  there  were  pieces  of  land 
available  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  which 
could  be  purchased  at  small  prices,  and  which 
would  provide  all  the  land  necessary  for  railway- 
works.  It  was  a  wrong  thing  to  take  away  that 
reserve,  and  he  would  like  to  see  it  given  back 
again. 

Mr.  FISH  could  not  imagine  on  what  grounds 
any  member  of  that  House  could  oppose  this 
Bill.  He  would  shortly  state  the  facts  as  they 
were  in  regard  to  the  cemetery  of  Dunedin.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  members 
of  the  House  that  some  years  ago  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dunedin  presented  to  the  House  a  simi- 
lar Bill  to  the  present  one.  Prior  to  their  doing 
that,  there  was  a  strong  agitation  on  tlie  part 
of  the  citizens  against  any  Bill  of  the  kind 
being  passed.  There  was  no  community  in  the 
colony  who  were  more  desirous  of  conserving 
their  reserves  than  the  citizens  of  Dunedin,  or 
the  City  Council,  which  represented  the  citi- 
zens. On  the  occasion  he  referred  to,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  and  one  or  two  others,  who  were 
extremely  anxious  to  prevent  anything  which 
might  tend  to  the  alienation  of  the  Belt,  called 
a  meeting  of  the  citizens  and  agitated  the 
question,  and,  by  a  considerable  majority,  they 
determined  that  the  Council  should  not  proceed 
further  in  the  direction  of  acquiring  the  Town 
Belt  for  cemetery  purposes ;  and  t£e  Council, 
being  in  funds,  made  an  effort  to  secure  a  suit- 
able piece  of  land  within  a  reasonable  distance 
of  the  city ;  but  it  was  foimd  that  none  was 
available  within  four  miles  of  the  city.  There 
were  plenty  of  pieces  to  bo  got  for  the  pur* 
pose,  but  they  had  this  objection:  that  the 
drainage  would  have  flowed  into  some  stream 
that  provided,  to  a  more  or  less  extent, 
water  for  the  use  of  the  people.  After  two 
years'  efforts  it  was  seen  conclusively  that 
the  city  could  not  do  without  another  ceme- 
tery,  while  they    could   not  get  a  suitable 
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^ieee  of  gronnd.  Consequently,  the  Hon. 
lir.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Gargill,  and  others  who 
had  been  in  opposition,  withdrew  that  oppo* 
-sition  to  the  Bill  proposed  to  Parliament,  and 
it  was  passed  ;  and  the  Council  took  seventeen 
Acres  for  an  additional  cemetery.  The  same 
factors  which  existed  then  existed  now.  The 
present  cemetery  was  full  to  repletion,  and 
soon  there  would  be  no  room  to  bury  the  dead. 
He  was  as  much  opposed  as  any  man  to  the 
alienation  of  land  in  any  shape ;  but  he  did  not 
think  the  extension  of  the  cemetery  in  the  di- 
rection desired  could  amount  to  an  alienation 
of  the  land,  and  he  would  be  the  last  to  advo- 
cate such  a  thing.  He  might  inform  honour- 
able members  who  did  not  loiow  the  place  that 
the  portion  they  now  wished  to  take  was  a  mass 
of  hideous  scrub,  a  perfect  wilderness.  If  it 
were  converted  into  a  cemetery  it  would  be,  at 
any  rate,  a  garden  compared  with  what  it  was 
now.  Any  one  who  had  visited  the  present 
•cemetery  —  which  was  planted  with  trees, 
flowers,  and  shrubs  —  would  admit  that  it 
was  a  favourite  place  of  resort  for  the  people 
living  at  the  north  end  of  the  city.  He  was 
:given  to  understand  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  had  spoken  in  opposition  to 
this  measure.  He  ought  to  be  the  last  to 
oppose  the  wishes  of  the  Corporation  in  this 
-matter,  because  only  about  four  months  ago, 
having  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  relative, 
that  honourable  gentleman,  finding  that  the 
deceased  could  not  be  buried  in  the  piece  of 
ground  which  the  honourable  member  had  in 
the  cemetery,  came  to  the  Corporation  and 
asked  that  they  would  grant  him,  as  a  favour, 
an  extension  of  what  was  a  reserve  in  the 
cemetery,  and  it  was  granted.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Taieri,  who  seldom  showed 
any  sympathy  with  Dunedin  or  with  the  wishes 
of  its  residents,  also  opposed  the  Bill  on  highly 
moral  and  public  grounds,  and  also  on  the 
gronnd  of  its  insanitary  character.  He  had 
said  the  drainage  would  flow  into  the  city, 
whereas  the  contrary  was  the  fact,  as  the 
honourable  member  himself  well  knew.  The 
whole  of  the  drainage  was  directed  into  the 
bay,  and  could  not  cause  inconvenience  to 
any  one.  With  these  facts  before  them,  he  did 
not  think  they  would  be  so  cruel  as  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  the  cemetery  for  the  purposes 
required.  If  there  was  any  possibility  of 
getting  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  they  would 
not  have  come  to  the  House  for  an  extension 
of  the  present  cemetery ;  and,  if  the  power  they 
now  desired  were  refused,  the  immediate  result 
would  be  that  they  would  have  to  send  notice 
to  all  the  suburban  boroughs  that  in  future 
they  must  bury  their  dead  somewhere  else; 
and  the  Corporation,  in  their  extremity,  would 
be  compelled  to  overcrowd  the  ground  already 
filled  to  repletion.  While  he  agreed  that  the 
House  should  guard  most  jealously  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  regard  to  their  reserves,  still 
he  appealed  to  honourable  members  to  say  if 
there  was  not  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of 
doing  what  the  Council  wished,  seeing  there 
was  no  petition  from  the  citizens  of  Dunedin 
against   the    present    proposal.     Surely    the 


citizens  of  Dunedin  valued  their  privileges  in 
this  direction  perhaps  as  much  as  did  the 
inhabitants  of  any  other  part  of  the  colony, 
and  he  asked  the  House  to  hesitate  in  their 
opposition  to  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
people  of  that  city.  Although  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  he  could  assure  them  he  should 
not  be  found  supporting  this  Bill  if  he  did  not 
know  it  was  an  absolute  necessity,  and  would 
have  no  disastrous  effect  either  in  a  sanitary 
way  or  in  depreciating  the  ground  of  the 
citizens.  He  made  the  appeal  confidently  to 
the  House  that  they  would  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  they  had  heard  a 
good  deal  about  local  government  in  the  House, 
but,  when  they  oame  to  apply  that  principle 
practically,  it  seemed  to  be  regarded  as  of  very 
little  weight.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were 
supporting  this  Bill  three  of  the  four  members 
for  the  City  of  Dunedin;  also  the  suburban 
members  —  the  members  for  Boslyn,  Caver- 
sham,  and  Port  Chalmers;  and  yet,  forsooth, 
they  had  to  go  up  to  Lake  Wakatipu  to  hear 
what  the  honourable  member  for  that  district 
had  to  say  about  the  Bill,  also  to  Oamaru. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — I  am  a  citizen  of  Dunedin. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  the  Premier  now 
seemed  to  take  some  interest  in  the  reserves 
for  the  first  time.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  head  of  the 
Government  which  had  been  trying  to  seize 
the  reserves  for  various  purposes  on  many 
occasions?  Why,  therefore,  did  he  take  a 
stand  that  evening?  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  sub- 
mitted that  it  was  a  matter  of  fair-play  to  the 
citizens  of  Dunedin,  who  were  agreed  that  this 
was  the  best  purpose  to  which  the  land  could 
be  applied.  The  House  oaght,  in  fairness  and 
justice,  to  concede  what  they  wished.  Of 
course  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East  was  bound,  as  was  Sir  Robert  Stout,  to 
raise  a  certain  opposition  to  the  Bill  simply 
because  there  was  a  cry  on  the  part  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Opoho  against  this  Bill.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  a  unanimous  outcry,  but 
he  would  point  out  that  no  petition  had  been 
received  from  the  residents  of  that  district 
against  the  measure,  although  he  had  heard 
that  the  citizens  of  Opoho  were  opposed  to  it. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  cemetery  did  not 
go  as  far  as  Opoho. 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  attention  to  the  plans 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  House,  and 
said  this  showed  it  did  extend  as  far  as  Opoho. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  that  no  one  dis- 
puted it  did  go  towards  Opoho — as  it  went 
towards  the  Korth  Cape.  The  honourable 
member  had  lectured  them  as  to  the  duty  of 
the  City  Council — as  to  why  they  did  not  con- 
serve the  funds.  That  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  for  years ; 
and  why  did  he  not  then  do  what  he  now  ad- 
vocated ?  He  presumed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  have  done  what  he  thought  was  best 
for  the  city,  and  yet  he  came  now  and  lectured 
the  House.  Then,  he  urged  the  "working- 
man  "  cry.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  never  urged  that 
cry  in  the  House  or  anywhere  else — he  never 
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asked  for  special  oonsideration  for  working-men 
any  more  than  for  any  other  class.  But  he 
would  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  expense 
of  burying  a  long  way  out  of  the  city  would 
come  very  hard  upon  working-men.  Many 
funerals  took  place  on  Sundays,  and  that  day 
and  thifc  place  were  convenient  for  working- 
men.  Dr.  Stuart,  who  perhajps  attended  more 
funerals  than  any  one  else  m  Dunedin,  had 
assured  him  that  no  place  in  or  near  Dunedin 
was  more  frequented  than  the  cemetery  on 
holidays  and  Sundays:  of  all  places,  that 
was  the  one  to  which  the  people  seemed  to 
take  especial  delight  in  going.  Here  was  a 
portion  of  the  Town  Belt  which  could  not 
be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  one 
proposed.  It  was  now  more  or  less  in  scrub, 
though  he  believed  that  some  children  and 
footballers  played  on  part  of  it  occasionally. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  people  of  Dunedin 
could  go  to  Kelvin  Grove  for  a  cemetery;  but 
there  could  be  no  more  unsuitable  place  in 
the  colony  than  that  for  a  cemetery — a  swamp 
might  as  well  be  suggested.  Then,  it  had 
been  asked  if  the  passing  and  carrying-out 
of  this  measure  would  permanently  remove  tlie 
difficulty  as  to  cemetery  accommodation.  To 
that  there  was  the  reply  that  '*  Sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  He  was  told  that 
the  land  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  many 
years  to  come.  He  was  very  glad  that  he  had 
been  so  well  supported  by  so  many  members 
from  Dunedin  and  its  vicinity,  because  it  was  a 
very  important  matter,  and  he  knew  the  City 
Council  realised  the  importance  of  it.  He  had 
been  urged  strongly  about  it,  and  taken  to  and 
shown  the  place;  and,  knowing  the  absolute 
necessity  of  this  measure  passing,  he  appealed 
to  the  House,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  listen 
to  the  voice  of  Dunedin  and  its  suburbs,  and 
give  them  what  they  asked  for.  What  possible 
reason  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East  could  have  for  opposing  the  Bill  he  could 
not  understand.  They  had  been  told  that  there 
had  been  a  fever  hospital  on  the  Town  Belt, 
and  that  it  had  had  to  be  removed.  It  was 
true  that,  in  an  emergency,  there  being  a  fever 
epidemic,  the  City  Council,  being  at  their  wits' 
end  about  the  difficulty,  determined  to  erect 
the  hospital  outside  the  city,  and  put  it  on  the 
Town  Belt.  Then  the  legal  question  of  their 
right  to  put  it  there  was  raised,  and  he  in 
that  case  was  counsel  for  the  Corporation,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  there  was  no 
legal  right  to  put  the  hospital  there,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  to  do  so.  But  now  the  City 
Council  came  to  this  House  asking  to  be  given 
a  legal  right  to  use  the  Town  Belt.  The  argu- 
ments against  the  Bill  had  been  mainly  ad- 
duced by  those  who  had  very  little  connection 
with  Dunedin,  and  who  yet  tried  to  induce  the 
House  to  do  an  injustice  and  an  injury  to 
Dunedin ;  but  he  appealed  to  the  House  to 
support  the  members  for  Dunedin  and  its 
suburbs  and  do  a  great  good  by  allowing  this 
measure  to  pass. 

Mr.  FERGUS  wished  to  explain  that  in 
opposing  the  Bill  he  had  done  so  merely  as  a 
citizen  of  Dunedin. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


The  House  divided  on  the  question,  * 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  tune." 
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Majority  for,  6. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SUMNER  PUBLIC  WORKS  BILIi. 
Mr.  JONES,  in  moving  the  second  readin| 
of  this  Bill,  said  he  thought  it  was  well  knows 
to  most  members  of  the  House  that  Sumnei 
was  a  very  pleasant  sea-side  township,  and  a 
great  resort  for  people  in  poor  health.  It  waf 
situated  within  shelter  of  the  Port  Hills  al 
the  southern  extremity  of  Pegasus  Bay,  aboul 
eight  miles  from  Christchurch.  Although  ii 
was  a  very  attractive  place  in  itself,  ajid  man] 
thousands  of  people  visited  it  annually,  yet  11 
laboured  under  certain  drawbacks.  The  draw- 
backs he  alluded  to  were,  that  at  the  southerx 
end  of  the  township  there  was  a  very  meander 
ing  watercourse,  which  during  the  greater  pan 
of  the  year  was  nothing  more  than  a  dried-m 
water-bed,  and  was  the  receptacle  of  all  kinoi 
of  rubbish.  A  more  serious  drawback  was  thai 
Sumner  vms  very  deficient  in  its  water-supply 
He  had  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  person: 
who  had  visited  the  place  were  aware  of  thi 
very  great  inconvenience  it  laboured  under  oi 
that  account.  The  object  of  the  BUI  \17as  tt 
relieve  the  inhabitants  of  Sumner  of  tties> 
drawbacks,  by  giving  them  power  to  straightei 
the  watercourse,  and  to  conduct  it  in  1 
direct  line  out  to  sea;  also  power  to  bonov 
money  lor  the  purpose  of   supplying    theto 
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selves  with  water.  The  proposals  were  snp- 
ported,  he  believed,  unanimously  by  the  in- 
babiUuits  of  the  place.  In  reference  to  the 
straightening  of  the  watercourse,  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  people  interested  in  the  sections 
through  which  it  would  pass  that  this  should 
be  done ;  and  it  was  the  general  wish  of  the 
people  of  the  place  that  the  Town  Board 
should  have  the  power  to  borrow  money  in 
order  to  supply  them  with  water.  The  method 
they  proposed  to  adopt  in  getting  water  was 
extremely  simple,  and,  if  carried  out,  would 
flive  Sumner  a  similar  supply  to  that  received 
by  Ghristcharch.  A  great  many  attempts  had 
been  made  to  sink  artesian  wells  within  the 
limits  of  the  township,  but  without  success. 
The  course  now  devised  was  to  sink  an  artesian 
well  on  the  Avon  side  of  the  estuary.  That 
could  be  done  at  very  small  cost.  Then  the 
water  would  be  conducted  by  pipes  to  Sumner. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  very  modest  sum  of 
£2,000  would  give  Sumner  a  water-supply  of 
very  fine  quality,  and  one  sufficient  for  all  theii 
porposes.  Those  were  the  leading  features  of 
the  Bill.  Another  proposal  was  contained  in 
section  5,  which  provided  that  separate  rates 
might  be  levied  for  works  in  a  particular  por- 
tion of  the  district.  He  would  explain  the 
details  of  that  clause  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  and  he  should  have  an  amend- 
ment to  move  in  that  clause. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SAMOA. 
Mr.  TAIPUA.— Sir,  although  the  motion 
that  I  am  about  to  propose  is  tolerably  plain, 
I  should  like  to  make  an  additional  expla- 
nation to  the  House.  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  treaty  was  made  between  the  English, 
Gemiau,  and  American  nations  respecting  the 
Samoan  Islands.  It  now  appears  that  that 
treaty  has  been  broken.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
Government  and  the  members  of  this  House 
will  earnestly  consider  this  matter.  I  have 
heard  that  the  King  of  Samoa,  Malietoa,  is 
now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans. 
I  do  not  believe  that  that  King  has  done  any 
wrong,  and  I  think  the  House  should  consider 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  I  think  that 
the  Government  should  communicate  with  the 
various  Governments  of  the  Australasian  Colo- 
nies with  regard  to  this  matter.  Some  honour- 
able members  may  wonder  what  induced  me  to 
take  this  matter  up.  The  reason  is  this:  I 
have  heard  from  our  elders  that  our  ancestors 
■came  from  Samoa,  and  in  my  opinion  the 
Samoans  and  the  Maoris  are  one  people.  An- 
other reason  why  I  am  interested  in  these 
iaUnds  is  this:  These  islands  are  in  close 
proximity  to  New  Zealand.  This  is  why  I 
pray  this  House  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  this  matter.  I 
have  heard  that  some  islands  near  Samoa  were 
to  be  annexed  by  the  French  Government,  but 
that,  on  account  of  the  strenuous  opposition  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  the  French  Govem- 
ment  have  decided  not  to  annex  those  islands. 
1  think  that  the  islands  of  Samoa  are  of  as 
vital  importance  to  the  Australian  Colonies  and 


New  Zealand  as  the  New  Hebrides,  which  the 
French  Government  attempted  to  annex,  and 
I  think  the  Samoan  Islands  should  be  guarded 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  New  Hebrides  were 
protected  by  the  Australasian  Colonies.  I  beg 
to  move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  beg  to  second  the  motion. 
I  am  delighted  that  the  Natives  have  of  their 
own  accord  taken  this  question  up,  because  I 
think  that  a  really  disgraceful  outrage  has 
been  committed  upon  a  thoroughly  good  man. 
I  have  heard  the  highest  possible  character  of 
Malietoa  from  many  British  officers  who  have 
known  him,  and  I  cannot  help  commiserating 
the  position  in  which  he  is  placed,  the  indig- 
nities that  he  has  undergone,  and  the  injustice 
with  which  he  has  been  treated.  Though  I  am 
seconding  the  motion,  and  highly  approve  of  it 
as  a  whole,  I  am  not  so  sure  that  I  agree  with 
the  second  part  of  the  resolution.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  be  doing  much  good  by  adopt- 
ing that ;  but  I  beg  to  second  the  motion  on 
the  grounds  I  have  given. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "(1.) 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  treat^ 
ment  by  Germany  of  King  Malietoa  and  the 
friendly  Samoan  people  is  oppressive  and  un- 
generous, and  unworthy  of  a  great  nation,  and 
is  in  contravention  of  treaty  obligations.  (2.) 
That  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  with  a 
view  to  making  combined  and  urgent  repre- 
sentations to  the  Imperial  Government  on  this 
matter." — {Mr.  Taiptui.) 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  a  great  deal  of 
sympathy  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
this  matter ;  but  I  hope  that,  having  expressed 
his  opinion,  he  will  see  iit  to  withdraw  this 
motion ;  for,  I  submit,  it  is  hardly  one  that 
it  would  be  right  for  this  House  to  carry.  We 
have  no  information  beyond  that  contained  in 
the  newspapers:  we  have  no  official  informa- 
tion of  any  action  taken  by  Germany  or  any 
other  nation.  But  we  do  know  that  the  Islands 
of  Samoa  are  under  the  joint  protection  of 
England,  Germany,  and  the  United  States, 
and  it  appears  that  both  the  United  States  and 
England  have  assented  to  the  action  of  the 
Germans  in  this  matter.  But,  as  I  say,  we 
have  no  official  information  on  the  subject,  and 
I  would  submit  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
— feeling,  as  I  say,  great  sympathy  with  him — 
that  no  good  could  come  about  by  our  passing 
such  a  resolution  as  this,  and  therefore  I  hope 
he  will  withdraw  it.  With  regard  to  com- 
municating with  the  other  Australasian  Go- 
vernments, that  I  think  we  should  also  make 
a  mistake  in  doing ;  and  therefore  I  hope  that, 
looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  having  expressed  his  opinion,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  TAIPUA. — I  will  adopt  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  Premier.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
with  having  brought  this  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  House. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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DUNEDIN  INSURANCE  BUILDINGS. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  G.  GREY,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  copies  of 
all  telegrams,  memoranda,  or  letters  in  relation 
to  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  insurance  buildings 
in  the  City  of  Dunedin  which  passed  between 
the  Premier,  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
Treasurer,  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  the 
Government  Insurance  Board,  or  the  iirm  of 
Sievwright  and  Stout,  or  any  of  them,  during 
the  months  of  December,  1885,  and  Januaiy 
and  February,  1886. 

RAILWAYS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  VALENTINE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  position  of  the  several  rail- 
ways included  in  the  schedule  of  **  The  New 
Zealand  Loan  Act,  1886":  (1)  The  length 
opened  and  works  in  progress  of  each  line  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act ;  (2)  the 
amount  appropriated  for  each  by  the  Act ;  (8) 
the  works  since  executed  and  in  progress ;  (4) 
the  balance  at  30th  September  last  to  each 
item  ;  (5)  the  distance  to  which  available  funds 
will  complete  each  line;  (6)  what  future  ex- 
penditure, if  any,  will  be  necessary  on  each  to 
complete  to  convenient  points. 

SAVINGS  PROPOSED  IN  FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT. 

Mr.  BALLANCE,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said, — Notwithstanding 
the  statement  made  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, I  hope  the  Premier  will  furnish  the  in- 
formation asked  for  in  this  resolution.  I  do 
not  ask  him  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  details, 
but  I  think  he  is  called  upon  to  supply  as  many 
of  the  details  as  possible.  There  are  some  large 
items  of  savings  noted,  and  it  seems  to  me  clear 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  must  have  had 
the  details  before  him  to  enable  him  to  arrive 
at  the  positive  statements  as  to  the  amounts 
which  he  intends  to  save.  On  some  points  we 
can  easily  arrive  at  the  results.  Take  educa- 
tion, for  instance.  We  can  estimate  what  the 
withdrawal  of  the  5s.  generally  placed  upon 
the  appropriations  to  supplement  the  statutory 
grants  comes  to,  and  we  might  arrive  at  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  which  would  be  saved 
by  raising  the  school-age  to  six.  But  these 
items  will  not  make  up  £60,000;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  have  in  his  posses- 
sion data  enabling  him  to  arrive  at  that  amount. 
There  are  other  large  amounts,  which  no  doubt 
were  arrived  at  after  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  gone  through  the  estimates  and  had  made 
a  computation.  I  do  not  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  all  the  details;  I  do  not  ask 
him  for  revised  estimates,  which  he  says  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  expect,  and  I  will  so  far 
grant  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  expect 
them  ;  but  I  do  think  that  he  ought  to  furnish 
us,  before  the  debate  takes  place,  with  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  saving  which  he  must  have  had 
before  him  when  he  placed  those  amounts  be- 
fore the  House.  I  do  not  think  I  am  asking 
more  than  we  fairly  have  a  right  to  expect. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  **  That 


there  be  laid  before  this  House  the  details  of 
the  savings  proposed  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment so  far  as  those  details  may  have  been 
determined  on." — (Afr.  Bctllance.) 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  teU  ths 
honourable  gentleman  that  if  this  motion  were 
carried  I  should  simply  have  to  fumiah  a  "nil" 
return.  The  work  wnich  the  Government  have 
undertaken  is  one  that  every  honourable  mem- 
ber must  know  is  one  of  very  great  difficult 
indeed.  The  Grovemment  say  they  see  their 
way  to  so  much  saving,  and  they  have  indi- 
cated where  the  saving  is  to  take  place ;  bat,  if 
we  are  at  once  to  lay  every  item  before  the- 
public,  that  will  defeat  the  object  which  this 
House  and  the  country  have  in  view — a  proper 
system  of  retrenchment.  I  am  going  to  ask,  if 
the  House  has  any  confidence  in  as,  for  the 
absolute  and  full  confidence  of  the  House. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh  I 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  that  is  what  I 
am  going  to  ask  for,  and  if  I  fail  to  get  it  other 
honourable  gentlemen  must  take  our  places, 
and  they  shall  have  confidence  from  us.  Cer- 
tainly I  am  not  going  to  be  led  into  a  pre- 
mature disclosure  of  plans,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  pretend  to  say,  after  having  been  in  office 
a  fortnight,  how  we  propose  to  make  the  neces* 
sary  reductions.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  House 
to  determine  how  much  it  will  grant  for 
each  service,  and  then  the  House  must  leave 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment to  carry  out  its  wishes.  If  yoa  do 
not  do  that  you  will  never  have  a  satisfactory 
reform  of  the  Service.  These  are  the  views  of 
the  Government.  Of  course,  if  the  HooBe  de- 
termines that  it  cannot  give  the  Government 
that  confidence,  that  is  another  matter.  Bat 
if  we  are  to  carry  out  this  retrenchment  we 
must  have  the  confidence  of  the  House  within 
the  limits  that  the  House  prescribes.  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  vnll  withdraw  the 
motion ;  but  if  it  is  passed  the  return  will  be 
"  Nil." 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
statement  which  liie  honourable  -gentleman 
has  just  made,  for,  notwithstanding  our  diffi- 
culties, I  do  not  think  the  House  is  prepared 
to  submit  to  a  Dictator.  If  the  honourable^ 
gentleman  had  reflected  he  would  not  have 
made  the  speech  he  has  made. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  explain.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  misunderstood.  It  is  the  House  which 
dictates  to  the  Government  what  each  service 
is  to  cost,  and  it  is  then  for  the  Government  to 
bring  the  service  within  the  amount  which  the 
House  votes.    That  is  my  view. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Then  I  am  sorry  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  entertains  that  view. 
He  is  asking  for  a  power  which  should  not  be 
given;  and  the  colony  has  not  arrived  at  the 
stage  when  a  Dictator  is  required.  I  think  the  * 
House  should  have  the  fullest  information  as 
to  each  department.  But  I  will  agree  that  the 
honourable  the  mover  may  be  rather  premature 
in  asking  for  this  return  immediately,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  fairer  and  straighter  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  postpone  this  request 
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until  after  the  debate  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment. Therefore  I  hope  that  he  will  with- 
draw the  motion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
mi^st  express  my  dissent  from  the  Premier's 
demand,  because,  whatever  our  position  may 
be,  we  are  not  going  to  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  complete  and  unchecked  control 
over  everything.  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  moved  for  this  return,  looking  at 
the  position,  will  for  the  present  withdraw  it, 
because  if  he  were  to  place  himself  in  a  similar 
position  he  would  feel  that  till  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  having  the  Financial  Statement 
debated  he  would  not  like  to  be  asked  to  give 
this  information.  It  will  remain  for  us,  after 
hearing  the  Statement  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, to  take  such  a  course  as  we  may  think 
fit.  It  is,  I  think,  rather  too  much  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  lay  such  a  return  on  the 
table  till  the  debate  commences. 

Mr.  FISH.— Sir,  it  may  be  possible  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the 
Honse  has  said  what  is  right — that  it  may  be 
premature  to  move  this  resolution  now ;  but, 
whether  he  is  right  or  wrong  in  that,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  I  hope,  in  the  mind  of  the  majority 
of  the  House  that  the  motion  is  correct  and  on 
the  right  lines,  and  that  it  must  be  given  effect 
to  before  we,  the  members  of  this  House,  return 
to  our  homes.  What  the  Premier  Sksks  us  to  do 
is  this  :  to  blindly  trust  him  to  manipulate  the 
retrenchment  that  he  has  proposed,  and  in 
which  possibly  nine-tenths  of  the  House  may 
ooncur — ^to  trust  the  details  of  that  retrench- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  occupy  the  Ministerial  benches,  so  that 
they  may,  if  they  choose — I  do  not  say  they 
will,  but  they  may — conserve  the  interests  of 
large  salaried  servants,  and  reduce  those  with 
small  salaries ;  that  they  may  retain  favourites 
of  their  own,  and  discharge  poor  fellows  who 
have  no  friends.  It  is  one  of  the  most  mon- 
strous propositions,  I  think,  that  were  ever 
proposed  to  any  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
The  honourable  gentleman  wishes  us  to  go 
home  to  our  constituents  and  to  say  that  so 
much  retrenchment  has  been  made  or  has  been 
promised  to  be  made,  and  when  we  are  asked 
how  it  will  affect  them  in  this  particular  part 
of  the  district  or  in  that,  or  in  what  the  re- 
trenchment is  to  consist,  we  are  to  tell  our  con- 
stitoents  that  we  do  not  know.  After  we  have 
been  away  two  or  three  months  we  are  to  go 
home  again  and  tell  our  constituents  that  we 
know  nothing.  The  honourable  gentleman 
wishes  to  place  us  in  that  humiliating  position ; 
and,  if  the  majority  of  the  House  can  so  far 
humiliate  themselves  as  to  go  home  having 
given  him  the  power  he  asks  for,  then  I  say 
iheze  is  an  end  to  responsible  government. 
It  is  useless  for  members  of  Parliament  to  come 
here  to  represent  the  people  unless  they  are 
^le  to  tell  them,  when  they  return,  what  has 
been  done.  I  give  the  Ministry  every  credit  for 
proposing  the  retrenchment  they  have  proposed 
— it  is  nnquestionably  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion ;  but  I  think  they  ought  to  tell  the  House 
how  it  will  be  effected.  I  maintain  that  it  is 
our  duty,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to 


demand  from  the  Government  the  details  of 
their  retrenchment  before  we  leave  here.  I 
care  not  whether  we  stay  for  one,  two,  or  three 
months,  but  I  trust  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  will  be  found  bold  enough,  and,  I  may 
say,  honest  enough,  to  demand  from  the  Go- 
vernment the  details  of  that  retrenchment. 
The  Premier  says  we  must  trust  him  implicitly. 
I  do  not  object  to  trust  him  in  a  general  sense 
to  carry  out  the  business  of  the  country ;  but  I 
do  object  to  his  having  the  right  to  wield  the 
sword  of  retrenchment  in  whatever  way  he 
likes,  without  our  having  an  opportunity  of 
saying  anything  as  to  its  direction.  There  can 
bo  no  reason  in  such  a  proposition  as  that.  -  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  more  time 
we  will  give  him  more ;  if  he  wants  us  to 
come  back  after  the  Christmas  recess  we  will 
come  back  then;  but  I  say  distinctly,  and 
in  doing  so  I  express,  I  believe,  the  feelings 
of  the  country  at  large,  that  it  is  our  duty, 
on  behalf  of  our  constituents,  to  demand 
and  to  insist,  no  matter  at  what  sacrifice  to 
ourselves,  that  the  details  of  retrenchment 
shall  be  placed  before  this  House  before  we 
adjourn.  I  quite  agree,  as  I  said  just  now, 
with  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru,  that  the  motion 
should  not  be  pressed  for  the  present;  but 
before  I  conclude  I  will  point  out  this :  The 
honourable  gentleman  endeavours  to  put  before 
this  House  and  the  country  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  show  the  House  the  details  of 
this  proposed  retrenchment.  Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mean  to  say  that  he  and  his 
Government,  after  having  three  weeks  in  which 
to  prepare  their  Financial  Statement  and 
their  policy,  after  having  asked  for  that  ad- 
journment which  was  cheerfully  given,  have 
only  arrived  at  the  simple  ml e-of- thumb  con- 
clusion that  this  department  is  to  be  docked 
so  much  and  that  dej^artment  so  much,  and 
that  he  has  not  gone  into  the  details  ?  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  ask  the 
House  to  believe  that  he  has  not  gone  over 
every  item  of  the  estimates,  over  the  salary  of 
every  officer,  and  seen  who  can  be  dispensed 
with,  and  how  much  can  be  taken  off  this  one 
or  the  other  one  ?  If  he  has  not  done  that, 
how  could  he  be  so  exact  in  his  figures  ?  If  he 
has  not  done  that,  his  retrenchment  policy  is  a 
sham,  and  we  may  expect,  if  we  give  him  the 
opportunity  he  asks  for,  that  when  we  come 
back  next  year  we  shall  find  the  honourable 
gentleman  say,  as  he  has  often  said  before,  that 
the  difficulties  were  of  an  unprecedented  nature, 
and  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  carry  out 
that  which  he  had  promised  to  the  House, 
but  that  he  will  do  something  else.  And 
so  the  honourable  gentleman  will  lead  the 
House  on  from  step  to  step,  till,  in  the  end, 
there  will  be  no  retrenchment  at  all,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  insists  on  what  he  says 
he  will  ask  the  House  to  do.  I  doubt  his  sin- 
cerity, and  I  can  assure  him  that  the  people, 
at  any  rate  the  people  in  the  South  Island,  will 
look  with  the  gravest  suspicion  upon  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  will  question  his  sincerity, 
unless  he  boldly  tells  us,  as  he  easily  can  do, 
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in  what  manner  he  means  to  work  out  the 
details  of  this  retrenchment.  The  retrench- 
ment he  seeks  to  make  is  large.  It  is  possible 
that  if  we  knew  the  details  the  majority  might 
think  that  the  country  will  be  going  too  far  in 
adopting  that  retrenohment.  It  may  be  that, 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  new-bom  zeal 
for  retrenchment,  it  will  take  him  too  far,  and 
that  he  will  inflict  an  injury  upon  the  country 
by  his  retrenchment  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  may  carry  it  out  during  the  recess ;  and  per- 
haps, if  the  House  cmd  the  country  knew  in  what 
way  he  proposed  to  carry  it  out,  the  country 
would  not  be  prepared  to  accept  it  or  think  it 
advisable.  I  repeat  in  the  strongest  manner 
that  the  country  will  expect  that  information 
from  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  it 
will  expect  from  us  as  its  representatives  that 
we  should  gain  that  knowledge,  and  will  con- 
clude that  we  failed  in  our  duty  if  we  depart 
from  this  House  without  having  obtained  it. 
I  think  we  should  bo  justiiied  in  using  every 
legitimate  form  of  the  House  to  prevent  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  suggests  being  done ; 
and,  as  I  have  said,  wo  shall  not  be  justified  in 
leaving  our  seats  here,  no  matter  what  personal 
sacrifice  our  remaining  may  involve,  until  we 
have  succeeded  in  our  demand  upon  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  give  us  the  details  of  the 
retrenchment  he  proposes  to  effect. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was 

.    .    .    a  fine  fiample,  on  the  whole, 

Of  the  kind  which  the  leai-n'd  call "  rigmarole." 

Does  the  honourable  gentleman  think  that, 
after  having  propounded  a  policy  which,  I 
undertake  to  say,  has  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  from  end  to  end  of 
the  land,  and  after  having  considered  it  in  the 
careful  and  studious  manner  in  which  we  have 
considered  it,  we  are  to  be  told  that  we  have 
not  laid  down  the  lines  of  a  policy  that  can  be 
understanded  of  any  man?  The  honourable 
gentleman  asks,  "  Are  we  to  leave  the  House 
without  being  told  what  the  details  of  policy 
are  ? "  Does  not  the  Financial  Statement 
itself  indicate  the  closest  thought  and  the 
keenest  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  Certainly  it  does.  And  I  assume  that 
we  shall  take  the  debate  upon  the  broad  lines  of 
the  policy  itself.  The  honourable  gentleman 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  that  we  are  going 
to  allow  the  members  of  the  House  to  go  away 
without  having  explained  to  them  fully  what 
the  principles  of  the  Government  proposals 
are.  There  will  come  a  proper  time  for  taking 
the  discussion.  But  that  time  is  not  now. 
Why,  Sir,  does  the  honourable  member  sup- 
pose that  we  are  going  to  carry  our  hearts  on 
our  sleeves  for  every  political  daw  to  peck  at  ? 
When  the  discussion  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment is  taken — and  we  have  the  assurance  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  it  will  be 
taken  at  a  convenient  period  next  week — we 
shall  be  prepared  to  defend  every  principle  out- 
lined in  the  Statement;  but  is  it  not  most 
unfair,  in  a  sort  of  preliminary  skirmish  of  this 
kind,  to  anticipate  the  discussion  upon  the 
whole  plan  of  our  financial  policy  ?  I  may  say 
Mr.Fiah 


I  that  the  House  has  had  from  the  Governipent 
benches,  and  from  my  honourable  friend  the 
Premier,  the  fullest  assurance  that  the  discus- 
sion, when  taken,  will  indicate,  in  every  detail, 
what  the  proposals  of  the  Government  are.  I 
am  sure  it  was  never  supposed  by  any  member 
of  this  House  that  the  discussion  upon  the 
Financial  Statement,  or  upon  any  of  its  special 
features,  would  be  taken  to-night,  and  at  such 
an  hour.  But,  Sir,  I  hope  the  honouiable 
gentleman  who  has  moved  the  motion  will 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  SJid  withdraw  it.  It  cannot  be 
expected  that  the  explanations  which  have 
been  asked  for  will  be  given  on  an  occasion 
like  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— -The  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  I  think  was  speaking  without 
the  book  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  am  going  to 
take  him  to  task.  I  tell  him  that  he  cannot 
now,  nor  within  less  than  one  month  from  this 
date  will  ho  be  able  to,  tell  me  what  savings  he 
will  effect  by  raising  the  school-age  from  five  to 
six  years.  There  is  no  Education  Board  in  the 
colony  from  which  he  could  get  that  informa- 
tion. The  regulations  require  that  the  time  to 
bo  kept  is  from  five  to  seven  years,  and  this 
only  is  in  possession  of  the  Education  Depoxt- 
ment.  I  tell  tlio  Minister  that  he  could  not 
have  carefully  studied  the  saving  to  be  effected 
in  the  education  vote  by  raising  the  school-age 
from  five  to  six  years.  He  has  not  the  in- 
formation to  enable  him  to  do  so  ;  and  I  do  not 
see  how  he  can  say  that  he  has  carefully  studied 
the  saving,  when  he  is  not  in  possession  of  that 
knowledge.  I  challenge  him  to  tell  me  what 
he  will  save  by  raising  the  school -age.  I 
am  as  positive  as  that  I  stand  hero  that 
he  is  not  in  a  position  to  do  it,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  done  unless  each  Education  Board 
in  the  colony  sends  round  to  each  of  the 
schools  and  from  the  schools  gets  a  return 
of  how  many  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  six  years  are  on  the  rolls.  That  is 
one  point  that  has  not  been  carefully  studied 
by  the  Government ;  and  the  colony  is,  with- 
out that  information,  asked  to  trust  him  with  a 
duty  such  as  I  have  depicted.  Then,  I  chal- 
lenge him  again.  It  is  currently  rumoured 
that  not  only  has  the  Premier  kept  tho  in- 
formation from  the  colony  and  the  House,  but 
that  absolutely  from  his  own  Ministers  he 
has  kept  the  details  of  these  savings  that 
have  been  put  before  the  House  ;  and  I  do 
not  wonder,  when  Ministers  themselves  do 
not  know  the  details  of  their  own  depart- 
ments, that  an  honourable  member  such  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui  should 
ask  that  details  should  be  put  on  the  table 
of  this  House.  We  are  not  asking  for  any- 
thing unreasonable.  It  is  not  unfair,  it  is 
constitutional,  and  we  demand  it  as  a  right 
that  we  should  have  information  put  before 
us,  so  that  we  may  debate  tho  whole  question 
in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner ;  and  not,  as  the 
debate  proceeds,  and  one  honourable  member 
gets  up  after  another  to  attack  any  particular 
item,  to  have  the  Premier,  as  a  gambler  with 
the  "joker"  up  his  sleeve,  saying,  **That  is 
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entirely  what  we  intended.    You  do  not  know 
ftnything.    You  ought  to  trust   to    us.    You 
should    not    have    raised    this    debate.     We 
know  ail  about  it.     You  are  school-boys,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  this  information."     I  am 
not   prepared   to  so    surrender  my  rights  as 
the  representative  of  an  intelligent  community. 
Take  the  question  of  Defence.    I  might  go  back 
home  and  find  that  the  Government  proposes 
certain  reductions  in  Defence,  and  after  I  have 
been  home  for  a  month  I  might  find  that  the 
corps  of  Volunteers  in  my  district — which,  as  far 
as  firing  is  concerned,  is  eqaal  to  any  in  the 
colony,  and  which,  as  far  as  physique  is  con- 
cerned, is  acknowledged  by  the  inspecting  officer 
to  be  equal  to  any  in  the  colony — I  might  find 
that  under  the  retrenchment  scheme  of  the  Go- 
vernment that  corps  was  disbanded.    There  is 
a  probability  that  in  this  retrenchment  scheme 
the  country  Volunteer  corps  will  be  disbanded 
by  the  Government;  and  yet  I,  representing 
a  country   district,  and  other  members  who 
represent  like  districts,  are  not  to  know  that 
onr  corps  are  to  be  disbanded.    It  may  be 
that  there  is  to  be  a  great  distinction  made 
between  the  town  and  the  country  corps,  and 
that  we  in  the  country  are  not  to  have  the 
same  allowance  made  to  us  that  those  in  the 
town  are  to  have.    And  yet  when  we  are  asked 
what  we  know  of  this  all  we  can  say  is,  "  Oh, 
we  trusted  the  Government."   Can  the  Premier 
take  the  matter  so?    Can  he  ask  any  other 
honourable  gentlemen    in    this    House,   even 
those  who  are  supporting  him,  to  hold  such 
a  very  undignified  and  unrepresentative  posi- 
tion as  he  tries  to  place  us  in?     Then,  on 
this  question  of  the  Postal  and  Telegraphic 
Department,  we  know  that  in  country  districts 
there  are  absolute  necessities,  particularly  as  re- 
gards accommodation,  in  this  respect :  they  are 
not  over-provided  with  proper  accommodation 
now,  and  what  will  they  find  when  their  post- 
offices  may  be  closed — ^post-offices  which  afford 
them  great  conveniences,  and  are  maintained 
at  very  small  expense  ?    The  Premier  himself  is 
the  head  of  this  Postal  and  Telegraphic  Depart- 
ment, and  he  may  lop  off  altogether  these  pub- 
lic conveniences.     But  the  members  for  the 
districts  are  not  to  know  what  lopping-ofi  is  to 
take  place  ;  they  are  to  trust  implicitly  in  the 
Premier  and  those  in  charge  of  the  department. 
He  will  simply  say,  **  You  must  trust  in  me, 
and  you  shall  not  know  what  is  going  to  be 
done."    It  is  just  another  case  of  hanging  a 
man  first  and  trying  him  afterwards.    I  do  not 
think  the  Premier  should  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  accept  such  a  position.    I  tell  him  that 
the  position  he  takes  up  is  insulting  and  de- 
grading to  the  heads  of  the  departments  of  the 
Civil  Service  of  this  colony.    He  says  that  the 
heads  of  these  departments,  who  have  really 
the  responsibility  for  the  working  of  them,  shall 
not  know  where  reductions  are  to  take  place. 
Interpreting  the  Premier's  words  fairly  and 
impartially,  no  other  construction  can  be  put 
upon  them  than  this :  "  If  you  want  retrench- 
ment you  must  leave  it  to  the  Ministers,  be- 
cause the  heads  of  the  departments  will  never 
make  it."    If  the  Press  spoke  truly— and  it  has 


never  been  contradicted  —  the  heads  of  the 
departments  were  asked  by  the  Cabinet  to 
assist  them  in  carrying  out  a  system  of  re- 
trenchment— tliey  were  asked  to  do  it  as  a 
matter  of  honour.  I  have  always  looked  upon 
the  Civil  Service  of  New  Zealand  as  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  any  other  in  the  Australasian 
Colonies ;  and  I  say  that,  if  these  honourable 
gentlemen  will  deal  fairly  with  the  Civil  Ser- 
vant, they  should  take  them  into  their  con- 
fidence; and  they  should  toko  us  into  their 
confidence,  so  that  wo  might  do  what  we 
ought  to  do — that  is,  to  supervise  the  esti- 
mates thoroughly.  Let  those  who  are  respon- 
sible to  the  people  put  in  the  pruning-knife ; 
and  in  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  knowing  that  reductions  must  take 
place,  let  the  responsibility  rest  on  the  right 
shoulders,  and  that  is  on  the  members  of  this 
House  as  a  whole,  and  not  on  the  shoulders  only 
of  the  five  or  six  honourable  gentlemen  who 
may  happen  to  sit  on  the  Government  benches. 
What  occurred  in  1879,  when  the  country  was 
in  even  worse  straits  than  now  ?  The  present 
Premier  then  held  up  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land as  having  a  deficit  of  about  a  million ;  but 
he  did  not  then  ask  to  have  the  powers  given  to 
him  which  ho  desires  now.  If  t  had  Hansard 
here  I  could  bring  forward  my  honourable 
friend's  words  then,  and  the  words  of  the 
then  Premier,  Sir  John  Hall,  when  they  pro- 
posed an  all-round  reduction,  in  preference, 
as  they  said,  to  taking  any  action  hurriedly  and 
doing  injury  to  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service. 
We  were  told  that  we  were  a  million  behind 
in  1879;  and  what  is  that  to  the  £360,000  now? 
Why,  then,  this  change  ?  If  it  was  too  hurried 
in  1879,  when  my  honourable  friend  was  on  the 
Treasury  benches,  and  had  a  fair  opportunity 
of  considering  the  matter,  because  he  had 
fully  three  weeks'  rest,  and  the  full  assistance 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  why,  I  say,  did  he 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  make  an  all-round 
reduction  of  10  per  cent,  because  otherwise  it 
would  be  unfair  to  the  Civil  Service,  and  why 
does  he  change  his  principles  now?  I  say 
that,  judged  by  that,  it  is  unfair  to  ask  us  to 
go  on  now.  Let  us  take  a  little  more  time  if  it 
is  necessary,  and  let  this  detailed  retrenchment 
be  placed  on  the  schedule  and  brought  down  to 
us,  so  that  we  may  know  what  we  are  doing.  I 
ask,  however,  with  the  honourable  member  foi 
Timaru,  that  the  honourable  the  mover  of  this 
resolution  should  withdraw  it  for  the  present : 
because  I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment in  any  way.  But  I  do  say  that  it  is  not 
fair  to  the  colony  that  the  Government  should 
ask  that  a  lump  sum  should  be  taken  ofi  each 
department,  and  that  honourable  members 
representing  the  people  should  not  know  in 
what  direction  the  pruning  knife  is  to  go.  I 
am  rather  sorry  that  this  question  should  have 
been  brought  up  to-night ;  but  it  may  be 
another  instance  of  the  cunning  generally 
shown  by  the  present  Premier  when  he  is  on 
those  benches.  This  is  a  case  of  "  waiting  till 
the  clouds  roll  by."  Wait  till  next  session. 
This  session  we  will  make  reductions  to  the 
extent  of  £70,000,  but  next  year  we  shall  make 
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full  reduotions.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  the  dis- 
cussion which  the  honourable  gentleman  anti- 
cipates on  the  Financial  Statement  member 
after  member  will  point  out  that  in  certain 
directions  reduction  cannot  be  made.  Where 
a  supporter  of  my  honourable  friend,  or  one 
who  is  somewhat  inclined  to  support  him,  points 
out  that  a  reduction  cannot  be  made,  then  no 
doubt  a  note  will  be  made  of  that  fact,  and 
when  my  honourable  friend  is  intrusted  with 
the  power  of  making  reductions  as  he  chooses 
that  one  will  not  be  made.  I  say,  putting  aside 
all  party  feelings,  and  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion on  fair  and  constitutional  grounds,  we  are 
not  doing  our  duty  if  we  let  the  power  of  con- 
trolling the  purse  pass  from  the  hands  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  this  resolution  had  been 
moved  by  one  of  the  staunchest  supporters  of 
the  Qovemment  I  should  hardly  have  been 
astonished.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  any 
greater  service  could  be  rendered  to  the  Go- 
vernment than  by  the  resolution  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  I  think  they  should  readily  accede 
to  it.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentlemen 
would  refuse  to  accede  to  it  if  they  had  studied 
its  meaning,  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui  does  not  ask  for  details  of  the  re- 
duction proposed  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
or  press  that  they  should  prematurely  disclose 
their  intentions.  He  only  asks  for  those  de- 
tails which  have  already  been  determined  on. 
I  ask  any  member  of  the  House,  whether  he  be 
a  supporter  of  the  Government  or  not,  is  it 
right,  after  the  elaborate  assurances  we  re- 
ceived when  we  gave  them  the  time  they 
asked  for  to  prepare  their  policy,  that  the 
Government  should  now  withhold  from  us  the 
details  of  the  reductions  which  they  have  deter- 
mined on  ?  It  is  true  I  agreed  with  the  head 
of  the  Government,  at  the  desire  of  a  large 
number  of  honourable  members,  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Financial  Statement  should 
be  taken  on  Tuesday  next,  and  therefore  we 
are  to  a  certain  extent,  or  altogether  per- 
haps, estopped  from  going  into  any  hostile 
question  in  connection  with  the  Budget  until 
that  time;  but  I  cannot  help  expressing  the 
opinion  that  the  fact  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man treating  this  resolution  as  a  hostile  one 
lays  him  open  to  the  suspicions  expressed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  and 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedm  South. 
If  the  Government  absolutely  refuse  to  give 
the  details  of  the  reductions  already  determined 
upon,  what  is  the  position  of  the  House?  I 
think  I  may  say,  broadly,  that  the  policy  of  re- 
trenchment does  not  belong  to  the  Government. 
It  belongs  to  every  member  of  the  House,  for  I 
am  very  much  mistaken  if  there  is  a  single 
member  returned  to  this  Parliament  who  has 
not  undertaken  for  his  constituents  to  do  the 
best  he  can  to  obtain  large  reductions  and  re- 
trenchment in  the  governmental  expenditure. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  suppose  that 
either  his  supporters  or  those  opposed  to  him, 
or  any  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  House, 
would  be  so  cowardly  as  to  wish  the  retrench- 
ments carried  out  without  their  being  respon- 
Mr,  Seddon 


sible  for  them  ?  If  they  are  to  be  responsible 
for  them,  is  it  fair  to  ask  them  to  be  responsible 
for  that  which  they  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  discussing  ?  That  some  amount  of  license 
should  be  left  to  the  Government  in  the  way  of 
decreasing  expenditure  of  course  goes  vnthout 
saying,  for  it  has  always  been  usual.  But  when 
a  large  question  not  only  of  retrenchment,  but 
of  carrying  out  on  a  less  expensive  scale  alto- 
gether the  government  of  the  colonv,  is  at 
stake  it  would  be  cowardly  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  evade  the  responsibility  which  properly 
belongs  to  them.  I  believe  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  last  spoke  said  is  correct:  that, 
as  the  Statement  appears  at  present,  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  take  lump  sums  off  the 
estimates,  with  full  discretion  as  to  how  the 
reductions  shall  be  applied.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  East,  I  think,  gave  us 
to  understand,  during  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, that  the  Government  would  inform 
the  House  what  are  the  details  of  the  proposed 
retrenchment.  If  I  am  wrong,  perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  say  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  you  are  wrong. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  was  what  I  under- 
stood. I  wish  merely  to  add  that  it  will  be 
very  inconvenient  to  conmience  the  discussion 
of  the  Financial  Statement  until  these  details 
are  in  the  possession  of  honourable  members. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  intended  to  place 
such  details  in  the  possession  of  honourable 
members :  that  is  a  question  which  must  come 
up  when  the  debate  takes  place.  I  would  press 
upon  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  should 
reconsider  the  decision  that  he  has  arrived  at, 
and,  looking  at  the  terms  of  this  resolution, 
should  not  take  the  position  of  opposing  it, 
but  should  place  himself  in  the  confidence  of 
the  ^ouso,  by  willingly  agreeing  to  furnish 
such  details  as  have  been  decided  upon,  and 
which  have  been  asked  for.  However,  he  takes 
the  attitude  of  opposing  it,  and  therefore  I 
would  advise  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui — ^who,  I  am  sure,  did  not  bring  it  on 
with  a  view  of  affecting  the  position  of  the 
Government — ^to  ask  of  the  House  leave  to  with- 
draw his  motion;  or,  if  the  Grovemment  are 
willing  to  adopt  the  alternative  of  adjourning 
the  debate  for  a  week,  or  until  the  discussion 
on  the  Financial  Statement  has  been  taken  on 

Tuesday The  honourable  member  at  the 

head  of  the  Government  shakes  his  head.  It 
is  evident  from  that  that  he  is  not  willing  that 
it  should  be  adjourned.  Then,  I  think  the  best 
course  would  be  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  should  Uke  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply,  before  I  refer  to  the  proposal 
made  by  my  honourable  friend,  because  I  think 
that  what  I  shall  have  to  say  will  somewhat 
clear  the  way.  In  the  first  place,  I  did  not 
intend  this  as  a  hostile  motion.  I  intended 
submitting  it  in  the  form  of  a  question ;  but,  in 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders,  I  was 
compelled  to  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  motion, 
because  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  request  for  a 
return.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that,  even  as  a 
motion,  it  in  any  way  traverses  the  statement 
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made  in  the  Financial  Statement.  The  Finan- 
cial Statement  said  this  : — 

**  Honourable  members  will  recognise  that  it 
could  not  be  possible  for  the  present  Ministry 
in  8o  short  a  time  to  bring  down  a  revision  of 
the  estimates  of  the  late  Government  showing 
in  detail  the  directions  in  which  they  propose 
to  make  these  reductions." 

It  appears  from  that  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
soier  recognised  that  it  was  his  duty  to  bring 
down  these  revised  estimates  if  he  had  time,  for 
he  says  the  House  could  not  expect  him  to 
bring  down  the  estimates  "  in  so  short  a  time." 
Now,  my  motion  does  not  in  any  way  traverse 
that.  It  asks  him,  as  a  reasonable  proposal, 
to  bring  down  details  and  data  so  far  as  he  has 
determined  them  ;  and  from  the  speech  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  it  is  clear  that  the 
Government  have  in  their  possession  very  ample 
details,  if  not  the  fullest  details,  upon  which 
these  figures  on  the  face  of  the  estimates  are 
based.  The  Minister  of  Education,  so  far  as  I 
onderstood  him,  does  mean  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  revise  and  bring  down  these 
details.  He  thought  we  were  somewhat  anti- 
cipating the  discussion,  and  intimated  that 
at  a  later  period  the  Government  would  be 
prepared  to  supply  them  to  the  House.  If  this 
is  the  position  the  Government  take,  I,  for 
one,  am  perfectly  satisfied.  We  do  not  wish 
to  anticipate  discussion ;  we  do  not  wish  these 
gentlemen  to  disclose  their  hand  prematurely ; 
but  we  have  a  right  to  some  assurance  that 
they  intend  at  some  period  of  the  session 
to  pla^e  us  in  possession  of  this  informa- 
tion, which  we  consider  indispensable.  It 
is  not  a  question  merely  of  retrenchment. 
If  it  were,  and  if  the  mere  details  of  re- 
trenchment were  all  that  was  needed,  in  that 
case  I  might  say,  "  We  will  place  in  the  Minis- 
try the  fullest  confidence,"  as  the  Premier  has 
said;  but  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  re- 
trenchment, but  a  matter  involving  large  and 
important  principles  of  policy ;  and  that 
is  the  reason  I  ask  that  the  Government 
should  place  some  of  this  information,  at 
any  rate,  before  the  House.  The  large 
amounts  put  down  here  are  not  merely  items 
of  retrenchment;  they  contain  some  very 
revolutionary  changes,  and  I  maintain  that 
those  changes  involve  large  questions  of  policy, 
and  will  involve  the  taking-away  from  the 
people  of  important  privileges  which  they  now 
enjoy.  Therefore,  I  say,  I  ask  nothing  unrea- 
sonable, but  what  is  fekii  and  considerate,  in 
requesting  the  Government  to  supply  some- 
thing which,  from  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
Education,  they  are  at  this  moment  in  posses- 
sion of.  I  will  accept  the  suggestion  of  my 
honourable  friend,  and  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
this  motion.  It  was  not  intended,  as  I  have 
assured  the  House,  in  any  hostile  spirit.  It 
was  not  intended  as  an  anticipation  of  the 
debate.  It  was  simply  asking  the  Government 
for  information  which  I  believed  they  had,  to 
facilitate  the  discussion  about  to  take  place, 
and  to  enable  the  country  to  be  informed  of 
what  wfiks  going  to  be  done. 

Motion,  by  leave,  vnthdrawn. 


The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  4th  November,  1887. 


Natives  dying   Intestate  —  Anthorlsed    Beports  of 
Speeches  —  Wesleyan    Methodist    Church   Pro- 

Eerty  Trust   Bill  — Owhooko   and  Kaim&nawa 
and— Hammond  Fencing-claims  Compensation 
Bill,  

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

NATIVES  DYING  INTESTATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment will,  during  the  present  session,  bring 
forward  a  measure  enabling  the  property  of 
a  Native  dying  intestate  to  be  disposed  of 
for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  his  debts  ?  He 
wished  to  explain  three  points  in  connection 
with  the  question.  There  were  Natives  in  the 
South  Island  who  had  died  without  leaving  a 
proper  will ;  also  other  Natives  who  had  left 
wills  whose  property  had  not  been  dealt  with 
since  their  death.  Some  of  these  died  in  pos- 
session of  land  which  had  been  granted  to 
them  individually,  and  some  died  being  in 
debt,  or  having  given  promissory  notes  or  other 
documents  prior  to  their  death ;  and,  as  the 
law  at  present  stood,  the  Native  Land  Court 
was  unable  to  deal  with  the  property  of 
Natives  who  died  intestate.  That  was  why  he 
asked  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  could  not 
promise  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
would  bring  in  a  special  Bill  this  session  for 
the  purpose  required,  but  promised  that  when- 
ever a  Native  Bill  was  under  consideration  of 
the  Government — and  probably  one  would  be 
this  session,  or  at  all  events  next  session — he 
would  consider  the  question.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  demand  made  was  a  reasonable 
one,  and  he  would  certainly  be  willing,  unless 
he  hereafter  saw  some  reason  to  the  contrary, 
to  conform  to  the  honourable  member's  wishes. 

AUTHORISED  REPORTS  OP  SPEECHES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said,  with  regard 
to  the  report  of  the  Printing  Debates  Com- 
mittee which  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council  a  few  days  ago,  the  course  usually 
taken  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  reports  to 
the  Council  was  not  adopted — that  was,  that 
the  Coimcil  should  give  their  sanction  to  the 
Committee's  recommendations,  and  that  effect 
should  be  given  to  them.  He  did  expect  that 
the  question  would  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  in  order  that 
it  might  determine  whether  an  arrangement 
which  had  been  deliberately  ordered  some 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  ago  should  now 
be  altered  or  rescinded.  If  the  honourable 
member  who  presented  the  report  had  indi- 
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cated  any  intention  to  move  farther  in  the 
matter  he  would  not  have  interfered  in  the  way 
he  had  done.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  as  the 
Council  had  adopted  the  practice  and  had  con- 
tii^ued  it  for  so  long  a  time,  it  should  not  he 
80  suddenly  altered,  except  aiter  the  delihera- 
tive  consideration  of  the  Council.  The  Council 
would  remember  that  in  1869  it  agreed  to  a 
resolution  which  directed  that  those  speeches 
of  members  that  had  been  revised  by  those 
members  should  bo  noted  by  an  asterisk.  In 
former  years  it  was  the  practice  to  place  those 
asterisks  in  the  text  of  the  volume  of  Hansard^ 
but  subsequently  it  was  found  more  convenient, 
and  it  had  been  the  practice  for  ten  years,  to 
place  them  in  the  index,  following,  in  both 
ways,  the  practice  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
The  following  was  the  resolution  which  was 
adopted  on  the  8rd  September,  1869 : — 

**  That  the  Government  be  requested  to  direct 
that  the  Index  to  the  Debates  of  the  Council 
during  this  session  be,  so  far  as  is  now  possible, 
prepared  and  printed  after  the  plan  adopted  in 
'  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates,'  especially 
in  the  afi^ng  a  mark  indicating  whether  or 
not  each  speech  has  become  an  authorised 
report  by  undergoing  revision  and  correction 
by  tho  member  who  msbde  it." 

It  must  be  quite  obvious  that  the  value  of  the 
reports  in  Hansard  of  the  debates  which  took 
place  in  the  Legislature  depended  very  much, 
if  not  altogether,  upon  their  correctness  ;  and, 
seeing  that  at  that  time,  at  least,  the  reports 
were  not  always  perfectly  accurate — though 
tiiey  had  very  much  improved  of  late  years- 
it  did  appecur  desirable  that,  before  they  went 
forth  to  the  public  as  authentic,  members 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  them, 
and  indicating  by  an  asterisk  those  which  had 
been  so  corrected,  which  were  thus  stamped  as 
authentic.  The  practice  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament was  of  comparatively  recent  origin.  It 
appeared  to  have  arisen  in  1870,  and  haid  been 
continued  since  that  time.  This  practice 
assured  those  who  read  Hansard  that  the 
speeches  which  were  accompanied  with  aster- 
isks in  the  index  had  been  revised  by  the 
members  who  made  the  speeches,  and  might 
therefore  be  taken  to  be  authentic.  Those  that 
were  not  so  marked  raight  not  be  taken  to  be 
so  authentic.  The  practice  involved  no  addi- 
tional expense,  and  was  a  great  convenience ; 
and,  unless  good  and  sufficient  reason  could  be 
shown,  he  thought  the  Council  should  hesitate 
before  it  rescinded  that  resolution  or  altered  a 
practice  which  had  been  found  so  convenient. 
He  wondered  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  laid  the  report  on  the  table  did  not  take 
the  opportunity  of  stating  the  reasons  which 
led  the  Committee  to  miUce  this  report.  The 
Council  awaited  a  statement  of  those  reasons, 
and  till  they  were  given  he  would  say  nothing 
further. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
this  Council  sees  no  reason  for  discontinuing 
the  practice  of  indicating  by  an  asterisk  the 
authorised  reports  of  speeches  by  members  in 
the  Council." — {Hon.  Mr.  Memies.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said,  as  this 
Hon,  Mr,  MenUes 


report  was  brought  forward  to  some  extent  at 
his  instance,  and  as  it  was  expected  he  should 
say  something  in  justification  of  the  courBe 
proposed,  he  might  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Menzies  had  not 
exactly  stated  the  position  of  the  matter  as  it 
was.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
rather  misapprehended  it.  The  practice  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament  was  not  to  put  an  asterisk 
before  all  those  members'  names  who  had  cor- 
rected their  speeches ;  but  the  practice  which 
was  followed  there,  and  which  was  not  adopted 
here,  was  that,  when  a  member  who  had  made 
a  speech  had  it  reprinted  from  a  pamphlet  or 
some  authorised  version,  an  asterisk  wsks  placed 
opposite  his  name  to  indicate  that  it  was  not 
exactly  as  he  spoke  it,  but  was  an  authorised 
version  of  his  speech.  But,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
there  was  no  instance — certainly  not  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  nor  in  any  other  Legis- 
lature^ as  far  as  he  was  able  to  trace — in  which 
such  a  practice  as  the  one  followed  in  the 
New  Zealand  Hansard  was  adopted.  It  was 
said  that  a  member  after  correcting  a  speeeh 
should  be  bound  by  it,  but  those  who  did  not 
correct  their  speeches  should  not  be  bonnd 
by  what  Hansard  said.  That  was  an  easy 
method  of  enabling  a  member  who  had  made 
a  speech,  and  who  came  to  read  it  after- 
wards, and  was  taxed  with  what  he  said,  to 
exclaim,  "Oh,  I  did  not  correct  that  speech 
at  all ;  that  was  not  what  I  said."  Every 
honourable  member  who  made  a  speech  should, 
in  his  (Sir  F.  Whitaker's)  opinion,  see  that  a 
proper  version  was  given  in  Hansard.  It  wa« 
assumed  to  be  so  in  tho  Imperial  Parliament. 
When  the  report  of  a  speech  was  given  which 
was  supposed  to  represent  precisely  what  an 
honourable  gentleman  said,  the  inference  was 
that  it  was  authentic,  and  he  thought  that  was 
a  reasonable  inference  ;  and  if  they  struck  out 
the  asterisk  the  inference  would  be  that,  every 
honourable  member  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  his  speech  before  it  was  published, 
and  knowing  that  it  could  be  quoted  against 
him,  he  would  take  care  it  was  correct.  If 
an  honourable  gentleman,  having  the  oppor- 
tunity, did  not  choose  to  correct  his  speech  so 
that  the  public  might  have  a  correct  version  of 
what  he  had  said,  it  might  fairly  be  quoted 
against  him ;  and  that  would  be  the  penalty. 
Tbey  were,  as  a  General  Assembly,  quite  a 
young  Parliament ;  and  among  Parliaments 
which  had  existed  for  many  years,  like  the 
Imperial  Parliament  and  Parliaments  of  some 
of  the  other  colonies  and  of  America,  he  did  not 
find  such  a  practice  adopted.  It  was  a  principle 
which  must  be  assumed  that  every  man  had 
an  opportunity  of  giving  to  the  public  that 
which  he  really  did  say.  All  he  wanted  was 
that  they  should  adopt  the  practice  which  was 
everywhere  adopted,  and  not  a  prjwtice  which 
was  calculated  to  mislead.  In  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  the  practice  had  been  adopted, 
he  might  state  that  it  was  in  this  way :  The 
arrangement  was  made,  in  the  first  place,  not 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Council,  but  by  the 
Keporting  Debates  Committee.  If  he  had 
found  that  it  was  done  by  resolution  of  the 
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Goonoil  he  wonld  have  thought  it  proper  that 
the  Council  should  be  consulted  in  dealing 
with  the  matter ;  but  it  had  been  done  by  the 
Reporting  Debates  Committee  originally,  and 
had  been  more  or  less  i^  practice  ever  since. 
He  presumed  that  the  power  lay  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  that  occasion,  and  the  practice  could 
be  altered  by  the  same  authority.  There- 
fore he  proposed  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  rescinded  by  the  Reporting  Debates  Com- 
mittee. He  believed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell 
-was  a  member  of  the  original  Committee,  and 
he  was  now  the  only  dissentient  in  the  present 
Committee  to  the  resolution,  he  (Sir  F.  Whit- 
aker)  holding  that  the  Council  should  put 
itseli  in  the  same  position  as  other  Legislatures 
and  not  adopt  such  a  practice  as  this.  As  the 
matter  was  now  before  the  Council,  if  his 
honourable  friend  considered  that  this  practice 
should  be  continued  he  should  propose  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject ;  and  that  would  then  be 
the  authority  to  deal  with  it.  It  appeared  it 
was  not  done  originally  on  the  authority  of  the 
Council :  the  Reporting  Committee  did  it,  and 
they  could  undo  it,  and  had  done  so.  In  the 
meantime  he  should  oppose  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  failed  to  under- 
stand the  honourable  gentleman  in  a  great  part 
of  his  renoarks  to  the  Council.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  Reporting  Debates  Committee  was  con- 
sulted at  that  time.  The  practice,  however, 
had  now  been  in  force  for  the  lost  eighteen 
years,  and,  if  there  was  any  reason  to  deviate 
from  it,  it  was  time  it  should  be  altered.  In 
hifl  opinion  it  would  be  better,  if  asterisks  were 
resorted  to  at  all,  that  they  should  only  be 
attached  to  those  speeches  of  honourable  mem- 
bers which  were  not  corrected,  as  he  believed 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  asterisks  in  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office.  But  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  gave  a  precedent  from  the 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  the 
precedent  on  which  the  original  resolution 
was  based.  At  that  time  it  was  quoted  by 
himself  in  the  debate  that  took  place,  and  was 
reported  in  the  second  volume  of  Hattsard  for 
1869,  on  which  occasion  there  was  no  dis- 
sentient from  the  course  proposed.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Oisbome  spoke  on  the  subject,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Buchanan,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean. 
In  consequence  of  that  resolution  asterisks 
were  placed  in  the  text  of  Hansard,  and  that 
practice  had  been  followed  till  it  was  altered 
about  ten  years  ago  to  placing  the  asterisks  in 
the  index.  He  thought  it  was  right  the  Coun- 
cil should  decide  the  matter  one  way  or  the 
other  —  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to  him 
which.  As  a  rule,  he  abstained  from  correcting 
his  own  speeches,  though  he  admitted  that  the 
reports  of  his  speeches  were  sometimes  given 
to  him  in  a  form  in  which  he  could  not  quite 
recognise  them  ;  but  he  did  not  take  the  same 
liberty  that  other  members  took  of  correcting 
them.  He  could  only  say  that  if  other  honour- 
able members  availed  themselves  of  the  liberty 
of  doing  so  the  Council  was  veiy  much  indebted 
to  them.  It  would  be  better,  in  his  opinion, 
to  take  the  speeches  as  delivered,  and  as  de- 
livered in  print  by  the  Hansard  reporters.    He 


had  always,  as  he  had  said,  abstained  from  cor- 
recting his  speeches,  except  upon  those  rare 
occasions  when  he  thought  corrections  neces- 
sary because  the  want  of  them  might  prejudice 
some  other  person.  He  would  support  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  vote  agamst 
the  motion,  and  if  the  question  raised  by  the 
Printing  Debates  Committee  should  come  be- 
fore the  Council  he  should  certainly  vote  in 
favour  of  the  adoption  of  that  report.  Ho 
thought  it  would  be  altogether  a  more  conve- 
nient course  had  the  report  of  the  Committee 
been  before  the  Council  directly  than  that  the 
decision  of  the  Council  should  be  anticipated 
by  a  negative  motion.  He  was  not  able  to 
attach  very  much  importance  to  the  ques- 
tion in  any  case.  It  was  raised  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  ses- 
sion of  1868.  Mr.  Mantell  was  not  then 
satisfied  that  the  precision  and  accuracy  with 
which  he  delivered  himself  generally  in  the 
Council  was  reproduced  in  the  reports  by  the 
Hansard  stafE  of  what  he  said.  After  some 
discussion,  which  took  rather  a  humorous 
character,  his  honourable  friend  consented  to 
withdraw  the  motion.  In  the  following  year 
the  proceedings  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  took  place.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  report  produced  by  the  Hansard  re- 
porters was  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  an 
authorised  docxmient,  and  not,  from  a  public 
point  of  view,  a  speech  which  was  amended 
and  sometimes  made — ho  spoke  from  his  own 
experience,  and  he  made  the  confession  as  a 
sinner  occasionally  himself — by  the  honourable 
gentlemen  whose  names  stood  in  Hansard, 
The  difficulties  which  originally  obtained  in 
procuring  competent  reporters  who  could  make 
correct  reports  of  speeches  existed  no  longer, 
and  the  reports  now  made  were  almost  without 
exception  excellent.  Now  and  then,  through 
defects  in  the  acoustic  properties  of  the 
chamber,  a  reporter  was  unable  to  catch 
what  was  said,  and  there  wois  then  an  oppor- 
tunity given  to  every  honourable  member  to 
correct  possible  errors.  He  thought  that  was 
a  convenience  :  but  they  should  allow  the  offi- 
cial staff  in  the  House,  and  not  the  orator,  to 
be  the  recognised  authority  in  these  matters. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SNVANSON  was  of  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  bo  a  guarantee  that  all 
the  speeches  reported  should  bo  submitted  to 
honourable  members,  as  in  some  cases  they 
were  not.  As  an  example,  he  would  read  what 
was  put  in  his  mouth  at  the  end  of  last  session 
on  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill. 
He  gave  notice  of  an  amendment,  which  he 
handed  to  the  Clerk,  expecting  that  the  proof - 
slip  of  the  report  of  what  he  said  would  be  sent 
on  after  him  to  Auckland  for  correction.  He 
took  the  amendment  up  with  him,  but  no  proof 
was  sent,  and  it  was  published  without  revision. 
The  result  was  that  he  was  reported  as  moving 
an  amendment  providing  •*  That  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  should,  as  far  as  possible,  apply  to 
all  leases  granted  by  the  Public  Trustee ;  " 
whereas  it  was  as  follows : — 

**  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall,  as  far  as 
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piaoticable,  apply  to  all  leases  granted  by  the 
Public  Trustee  to  any  person  whatever,  whether 
the  lands  are  Native  reserves  or  not,  and  also 
to  all  leases  granted  by  any  trustee  to  any  one 
whatever." 

He  made  no  complaint  about  it;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  all  these 
reports,  without  exception,  should  be  submitted 
to  honourable  members  before  publication, 
and  that  this  should  be  guaranteed  to  them. 
On  a  previous  occasion  the  accuracy  of  some- 
thing he  had  said  in  the  other  Chamber  was 
questioned.  He  had  stated  in  the  House  that 
a  certain  conversation  had  taken  ^lace  in  front 
of  the  Auckland  Post-office,  and  it  was  stated 
in  the  report  that  the  conversation  had  taken 

glace  in  the  post-office.  This  was  denied,  and 
e  was  called  everything  that  was  bad,  and  the 
rest  of  it,  for  having  said  it  was  in  the  post- 
office.  He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it 
that  that  was  what  the  reporter  thought  he 
had  said.  Then,  about  a  fortnight  ago  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Eichmond  was  referred  to  in  a  "Wel- 
lington paper  as  having  spoken  to  the  fireplace 
and  then  to  the  coal-scuttle.  He  saw  one  of 
the  reporters  looking  over  the  gallery  trying  to 
see  him;  so  how  could  he  hear  him?  He  quite 
believed  the  reporter  did  not  hear  him  because 
of  where  the  honourable  gentleman  stood,  and 
of  the  acoustic  qualities  of  the  building;  but 
every  member  of  the  Council  who  could  hear 
did  so  quite  well.  He  did  not  blame  the  re- 
porters in  any  way ;  but  unless  speeches  were 
submitted  to  members  they  would  necessarily 
be  sometimes  incorrect.  Things  were  some- 
times put  into  his  mouth  in  Hansard  that  were 
no  more  like  what  he  had  said  than  night  was 
like  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  the  argu- 
ment of  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Mantell, 
summed  up,  amounted  to  an  indication  that 
he  did  not  like  the  arrangement  then  and  did 
not  like  it  now.  It  was  argued  that  there  was 
no  precedent  for  this ;  but  there  was  a  prece- 
dent in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  which  had 
been  referred  to,  that  speeches  which  were 
authorised  by  the  speakers  were  accompanied 
by  an  asterisk.  Such  a  practice  obtained  in 
both  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  The 
Hon.  the  Attorney-Grcneral  read  a  resolution 
which  recognised  the  adoption  of  this  practice 
in  the  year  1869,  and  that  practice  had  since 
been  continued,  so  that  it  was  not  adopted  now 
for  the  first  time.  All  that  was  now  sought 
was  to  continue  the  practice,  which  was  found 
by  a  majority  of  members  of  the  Council  very 
convenient,  of  correcting  their  speeches,  which 
should  then  be  denoted  by  an  asterisk  as  hav- 
ing been  corrected,  and  distinguished  from 
those  which,  though  submitted  to  members,  had 
not  been  corrected.  The  reports  during  this 
session  and  for  some  years  past  had  been  excel- 
lent, on  the  whole ;  but  there  were  occasions  on 
which  he  had  observed  that  not  only  had  ex- 
pressions been  wrongly  reported,  but  the  argu- 
ment had  been  occasionally  misunderstood. 
But  these  were  accidents,  and  the  reports 
generally,  in  his  opinion,  required  very  little 
revision.  But  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 
Hon.  Mr,  Swanson 


when  the  duties  of  the  reporting  staff  increased, 
it  frequently  happened  that  the  staff  were  un- 
able to  supply  those  slips  before  members  got 
away.  In  that  case  the  reports  must  neces- 
sarily be  published 'without  correction,  and,  in 
the  hurry  and  confusion  which  necessarily  oc- 
curred at  the  end  of  the  session,  it  often  hap- 
pened that  they  were  published  in  an  incorrect 
form.  He  did  not  think  they  had  heard  suffi- 
cient argument  to  depart  from  the  practice 
which  had  been  the  custom  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  he  trusted  they  would  not  sanction 
the  proposal  of  the  Committee  to  discontinae 
this  practice. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  «*  That 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  13. 


Acland 

Mantell 

Shephard 

Bamicoat 

Menzies 

Shrimski 

Brett 

Reynolds 

Swanson 

Chamberlin 

Richmond 

Taiaroa. 

Johnson,  G.  R. 

Noes,  17. 

Baillie 

Pharazyn 

Waterhouse 

Buckley 

Pollen 

Whitaker 

Eraser 

Reeves 

Wigley 

Hart 

Stevens 

Williams 

McLean 

Wahawaha 

Williamson. 

Oliver 

Walker 

Majority  against,  4. 
Motion  negatived. 

WESLEYAN  METHODIST  CHURCH  PRO- 
PERTY TRUST  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Captain  BAIIdlilE, 
it  was  ordered.  That  Standing  Order  No.  20  of 
the  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  the  case  of  the  Wesleyaa 
Methodist  Church  Property  Trust  Bill,  and 
that  the  promoters  be  allowed  to  proceed 
with  that  Bill. 

OWHAOKO  AND  KAIMANAWA  LAND. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI, 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  papers  of  the  evidence 
in  the  Court  in  the  rehearing  of  the  Owhaoko 
and  Kaimanawa  land,  as  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  hearing,  be  printed. 

HAMMOND  FENCING-CLAIMS  COMPEN- 
SATION BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill  was  as  follows  :  The  Compensation 
Court  at  Wanganui  awarded  Mr.  Hainmond  a 
sum  of  money  for  maintaining  some  fencing, 
which  the  Government  had  erected,  and  the 
award  was  to  the  effect  that  the  money  should 
be  paid  into  the  Public  Trust  Office,  and  remain 
there  for  one  year  ending  on  the  Ist  November 
instant,  pending  the  passage  of  a  Bill  making 
the  Government  liable  for  keeping  up  the  fence. 
Owing  to  certain  circumstances  the  necessary 
Bill  was  not  introduced  at  the  proper  time, 
and  it  was  now  sought  to  pass  this  Bill,  which 
would  enable  the  money  to  be  returned.  It 
appeared  that  the  work  had  been  done  by  the 
Government.     The  Bill  also  established  the 
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liability  of  the  Government,  aaid,  that  heing 
ao,  it  would  he.  improper  that  the  money 
should  remain  in  a  position  in  which  Mr. 
Hammond  could  draw  it.  He  should  ask 
that  the  Bill  he  passed  through  all  its  stages 
on  the  present  occasion,  hut  it  had  been  found 
that  it  required  much  amendment;  and  the 
Attorney-General  in  Committee  would  move  a 
series  of  amendments  which  would  put  the 
whole  thing  straight.  He  trusted  that  the 
proposal  to  go  into  Committee  would  be 
acceded  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  hoped  the 
Council  would  pause  before  they  passed  this 
xneasore.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  course 
the  Council  would  adopt  in  reference  to  it 
would  be  that  which  they  had  adopted  in 
former  years  in  respect  to  measures  of  a  re- 
trospective character.  They  would  be  ex- 
tremely careful  as  to  how  they  proceeded 
with  ex  post  facto  legislation.  He  would  not, 
indeed,  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  all  retro- 
spective legislation  was  objectionable;  but  he 
would  say  this:  that  they  ought  not  to  pass 
retroepective  legislation  unless  there  was  great 
cause  for  its  passing:  without  having  made 
careful  and  thorough  inquiry  into  the  matter. 
They  should  see  that  they  were  doing  no  in- 
justice to  any  party  whatever.  Now,  was  this 
a  measure  dt  such  great  importance  that  they 
ought  to  establish  a  precedent  of  this  kind? 
According  to  the  preamble  of  this  Bill,  it 
appeared  there  had  been  an  arbitration  as 
between  the  Government  and  Mr.  Hammond 
with  reference  to  the  fencing  upon  a  line  of 
railway.  The  question  had  been,  whether  the 
cost  of  this  fencing,  which  was  in  perpetuity, 
should  be  borne  by  the  Government  or  by  Mr. 
Hammond ;  and  the  Compensation  Court  had 
•decided  that,  if  the  Government  decided  that 
they  would  do  this  fencing  themselves,  then  no 
-coinpenention  should  be  awarded  to  Mr.  Ham- 
moii.1,  but,  if  the  Grovernment  decided  to  leave 
Mi*.  Hammond  or  the  proprietors  to  maintain 
that  line  of  fencing  in  perpetuity,  then  they 
should  have  in  compensation  a  sum  of  £22'6. 
It  was  true  that  there  was  no  great  interest 
involved  in  this  matter ;  it  was  only  a  question 
of  the  matter  being  dealt  with  one  way  or  the 
other.  The  £200  odd  was  simply  to  be  an 
equivalent  of  the  cost  of  fencing,  and,  whether 
the  Government  did  the  fencing  themselves  or 
paid  £200  to  Mr.  Hammond,  it  really  came 
to  one  thing.  There  was  therefore  no  great 
•question  at  stake  which  should  warrant  the 
passing  of  the  measure  in  a  hasty  manner.  It 
appeared  that  the  amount  of  compensation  was 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee  ;  but 
he  did  not  know  what  the  action  of  the  Public 
Trustee  had  been  in  the  matter — whether  he 
had  paid  the  money  or  not.  It  was  proposed 
now  to  reopen  the  affair,  and  the  Bill  provided 
that  if  the  money  had  been  paid  to  Mr. 
Hammond  it  should  be  refunded  by  him.  He 
knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Hammond,  who  appeared 
to  be  a  Wanganui  farmer,  and  who  pro- 
bably was  in  the  same  position  as  most 
Wanganui  farmers  were  in.  Under  this  Bill, 
if  it  became  law,  the  money  which  may  have 


been  paid  away  in  good  faith  would  have  to 
be  repaid  to  the  Government.  The  injury  to 
Mr.  Hammond  in  that  proceeding  might  be 
very  serious  indeed,  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  could  not  for  one  moment  think 
that  the  Council  would  consent  to  pass  the  Bill 
without  referring  it  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  It  had 
been  said  by  his  honourable  friend  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  already  incurred  expense  in  con- 
nection with  this  fencing.  That  expense  could 
not  be  much.  It  was  only  twelve  months  ago 
that  this  decision  was  arrived  at.  The  fence 
could  not  have  deteriorated  much,  and  it  could 
not  have  cost  much  to  keep  it  in  the  same  state 
of  repair  in  which  it  was  twelve  months  ago. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  he  took  to  be,  that  this 
affair  had  been  overlooked  by  persons  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  until  the  time  had 
expired,  and  therefore  the  first  thing  they  did, 
when  they  woke  up  to  the  fact,  was  to  rush  to 
the  Legislature  to  get  an  Act  passed  to  cover 
their  laches.  This  trick  of  rushing  to  the 
Legislature  in  order  to  get  Acts  passed  to 
cover  negligence  led  to  a  habit  of  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  those  officials ;  and,  for  the 
reasons  he  had  stated,  there  was  no  other 
course  open  to  him  than  to  move,  as  an 
amendment,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  it  had 
been  stated  that  there  was  no  grave  question  of 
law  involved  in  this  matter.  That  was  perfectly 
true :  it  was  simply  a  question  of  money  ;  and 
if  this  amendment  were  adopted  it  meant  that 
the  Government  would  be  deprived  of  the  sum 
mentioned  in  the  Bill ;  and  the  question  was, 
whether  the  Council  would  throw  out  the  Bill, 
and  throw  away  Government  money  to  the  ex- 
tent of  -£224.  It  so  happened  that  during  the  last 
twelve  months — since  the  Compensation  Court 
made  the  award — the  Government  had  erected 
a  fence  for  which  this  compensation  was  to  be 
guaranteed,  and  Mr.  Hammond  agreed  that  if 
the  Government  would  undertake  to  make  the 
fence  and  keep  it  in  repair  he  would  require 
no  compensation  at  all.  He  dared  say  that 
this  was  not  a  usual  arrangement,  and  that 
there  was  some  irregularity  about  it,  but  it  was 
perfectly  open  to  the  Government  to  enter  into 
it.  It  appeared  to  him  it  would  be  unwise  to 
throw  away  this  money,  as  they  had  very  little 
money  in  their  pockets  at  the  present  time, 
and  everybody  was  apparently  satisfied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Hammond  was 
now  waiting  for  this  Bill  to  place  him  in  the 
same  position  in  which  he  was  directed  to  be 
placed  when  the  order  of  the  Compensation 
Court  was  made.  The  Court  fixed  the  amount 
of  compensation,  but  said  this  need  not  be  paid 
provided  the  Government  erected  the  fence  and 
maintained  it.  If  this  were  not  done  the  Court 
ordered  the  £224  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond ;  but  if  the  Government  undertook  to  erect 
the  fence  and  maintain  it  they  would  make 
no  order  for  the  payment  of  any  compensation 
whatever.  The  Government  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  better  to  erect  the  fence  and 
maintain  it.    It  seemed  to  him  that  certain 
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members  were  making  a  mountain  out  of  a 
molehill.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  a 
very  simple  transaction.  Everybody  concerned 
was  satisfied  with  the  Bill,  and  by  it  the 
Goyemment  would  save  between  £200  and 
JB300.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Council  would 
not  oppose  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Goyemment  would  be  in 
favour  of  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  its 
operations  would  injuriously  affect  any  party. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  the  Com- 
mittee could  be  moved  for  after  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  hurry  the  matter  as  much  as  possible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said,  after 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman  he 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  move,  at 
the  proper  time,  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  said  there  was 
one  reason  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  Bill 
which  showed  why  further  inquiry  was  neces- 
sary. The  Attorney-General  said  that  the  £224 
WR,3  for  the  erection  of  the  fence.  The  Bill, 
itself,  however,  said  that  it  was  for  compensa- 
tion for  the  future  maintenance  of  the  fence  by 
Mr.  Hammond.  Now,  if  it  was  as  the  Attor- 
ney-General had  told  them,  undoubtedly  there 
was  a  stron.tr  argument  for  the  passing  of  this 
Bill ;  but,  if  it  was  only  for  future  charges, 
then  they  had  a  right  to  be  informed  whether 
^Ir.  Hammond  would  like  the  Bill  passed  to 
provide  that  the  Government  should  in  per- 
petuity maintain  tlie  fence.  He  gathered 
from  what  occurred  in  another  place  that  Mr. 
Hammond  wanted  his  money,  and  had  applied 
for  it,  but  had  been  refused  payment ;  the 
officers  of  the  department  responsible  for  this 
matter  having  neglected  their  duty.  The  second 
reading  could  be  agreed  to  if  they  were  assured 
that  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  for  a  full  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
because  there  was  a  direct  conflict  between  the 
information  given  by  the  Attorney-General  and 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— No. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  Bill 
would  bo  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  after 
it  had  passed  the  second  reading.  It  seemed 
to  him  to  be  not  sufficiently  accurately  worded ; 
but  the  Attorney-General,  it  was  said,  had  pre- 
pared certain  amendments  which  he  intended 
to  move  in  Committee,  but  the  nature  of  these 
had  not  been  indicated.  Therefore  he  would 
say  one  or  two  words  on  points  which  seemed 
to  him  to  require  attention.  In  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Bill  it  was  provided  that  **  the  said  fences  " 
should  be  kept  in  as  good  order  and  condition 
as  at  the  time  of  making  the  award  on  the  22nd 
of  October.  From  what  they  had  heard  it 
appeared  that  a  new  fence  had  been  put  up. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  new  fence  was 
actually  in  existence  on  the  22nd  October.  If 
it  was  in  existence  at  that  time,  it  meant  that 
the  Government  wore  bound  for  all  time  to 
Hon,  Sir  F,  Whitakcr 


keep  that  fence  in  as  good  condition  as  when 
it  was  erected.  *  This  was  an  impossibility. 
He  thought  the  Bill  should  provide  that  the 
fence  should  be  kept  in  good  order  and  repair 
at  all  times,  but  that  the  Government  should 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  providing  a  fence 
equal  to  a  new  one.  Although  a  fence  might 
be  kept  in  good  order,  it  was  necessarily  not 
equal  to  a  new  fence,  on  account  of  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  posts  and  wires.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  might  be  that  it  was  meant  to  keep  it 
in  such  order  as  was  the  inferior  fence  at  this 
particular  date.  He  would  also  point  out  that 
the  line  of  the  fence  was  not  defined  in  the 
measure,  which  merely  said,  *<  where  the  rail- 
way runs  through  the  land  of  Mr.  Hammond." 
There  should  have  been  a  schedule  in  the  Bill 
indicatmg  what  quantity  of  land  there  was 
through  which  this  line  ran,  the  length  of 
fencing,  and  its  position. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  understood  that 
if  this  Bill  were  passed  it  would  simply  mean 
that  Mr.  Hammond  would  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  he  was  in  at  the  time  of  the 
line  running  through  his  property.  That  would 
be  the  whole  of  the  effect  of  the  Bill.  But  it 
was  just  possible  it  might  be  supposed  that  Mr. 
Hammond  had  some  object  in  obtaining  the 
money  instead  of  the  fencing,  as  he  was  de- 
scribed as  a  "  Wanganui  farmer,  and  probably  in 
the  same  position  as  other  Wanganui  farmers." 
Mr.  Hammond  happened  to  be  a  Rangitikei 
settler,  and  was  not  at  all  likely  to  apply  for  the 
£200  for  the  sake  of  the  money,  but  simply 
to  keep  himself  right  with  what  he  supposed 
to  be  the  law.  He  did  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  Mr.  Hammond  was  anxious  to  obtain 
it  for  any  improper  purpose ;  and,  while  he 
(Mr.  Pharazyn)  quite  agreed  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  that  caution  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised in  the  passing  of  Bills  of  this  description, 
yet,  on  the  whole,  he  considered  this  was  one 
of  those  exceptional  cases  where  really  no  pos- 
sible harm  could  be  done  if  the  measure  were 
allowed  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said,  with  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson,  he  might 
state  that  the  fence  was  actually  constructed 
by  the  Government  at  their  own  expense  before 
the  award  was  made.  Therefore  the  question 
was  simply  this  :  Wliether  ]Mr.  Hammond 
should  receive  this  money,  which  was  now  in 
the  Public  Trust  Office,  or  whether  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  mode  liable  as  this  Bill 
made  them  liable.  It  would  be  seen  that  an 
award  of  the  Compensation  Court  had  been 
made,  and  money  had  been  lodged  in  the 
Public  Trust  Office,  to  be  released  in  case  a 
measure  was  passed  in  a  given  time  throw- 
ing on  the  Government  the  responsibility  of 
maintaining  the  fence  in  existence.  He 
quite  agreed  that  the  Bill  should  have  been 
introduced  long  since ;  but  the  matter  had 
evidently  been  delayed,  and  certainly  had 
boon  more  or  less  passed  by.  He  trusted  that 
when  the  time  came  for  the  Hon.  ^r. 
Waterhouse  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter  he 
would  not  insist  on  his  motion.    He  thought 
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there  ought  to  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  in 
this  matter,  and,  in  face  of  the  facts  he  had 
stated,  it  did  seem  to  him  unnecessary  that  a 
Committee  should  be  appointed,  as  he  assured 
them  that  no  possible  wrong  could  be  inflicted 
upon  Mr.  Hammond  by  this  Bill.  If  the  Coun- 
cil agreed  to  the  second  reading  that  day,  the 
committal  of  the  Bill  could  be  delayed  till  the 
following  Tuesday,  by  which  time  honourable 
gentlemen  would  have  ample  opportunity  of 
making  themselves  acquainted  with  matters 
regarding  which  they  were  not  already  satisfied 
after  the  explanations  already  given. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Conmiittee,  consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shephard,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon. 
Br.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  and  the  mover. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  suggested  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  alter  his 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  which 
dealt  with  matters  of  this  kind,  and  consisted 
of  nine  members.  He  would  not  oppose  its 
being  referred  to  that  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  accept  that  suggestion,  and 
moved,  Tnat  the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  In  reference  to  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  in  this 
matter  they  should  have  positive  evidence  to 
act  upon.  They  should  not  rely  simply  on  the 
statements  or  infoimation  of  any  honourable 
members,  but  should  get  positive  information 
in  order  to  satisfy  their  own  minds  on  the  sub- 
ject. No  member  could  possibly  speak  on  the 
subject  without  positive  information,  and  at 
present  all  they  had  heard  was  second-hand. 
They  had  to  provide  against  doing  an  injustice, 
and  it  was  necessary  the  matter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  inquired  into.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  measure  could  be  brought  up  by  the  follow- 
ing Tuesday,  when  there  could  remain  no  doubt 
as  to  its  merits. 

Bill  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 
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liamentary  Paper  Free  List— Uncollected  Be- 
venue  —  Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2)  —  Midland 
Bailway.  

Mr.  Spbaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

•      FIEST  READINGS. 
Land  Bill,  Railway  Management  Bill,  Dis- 
trict Railways  Purchasing  Bill,  Disqualification 
Bill. 

STUDHOLME-WAIMATE  FREIGHT. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  now, 
and  for  a  long  time  past,  commercial  travellers 
and  others  visiting  Waimate  despatch  their 
luggage  from  Studholme  Junction  to  W^aimate 
by  road  instead  of  by  rail,  because  the  carriers' 
charges  are  lower  than  the  railway  charges,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  consequenoe  an 
amount  of  freight  is  lost  to  the  railway  in  the 
course  of  a  year  which  would  more  than  pay 
the  salary  of  the  local  stationmaster ;  if  so, 
does  he  not  consider  it  expedient  to  make  such 
reduction  hi  the  freight  charges  as  will  secure 
the  trafi&c  for  the  railway  ?  To  his  own  know- 
ledge this  anomalous  state  of  things  had  been 
going  on  for  two  or  throe  years ;  and  only 
recently,  when  at  Waimate,  he  had  seen  a  large 
amount  of  luggage  being  carried  by  road  in- 
stead of  by  rail.  Commercial  travellers  very 
often  took  with  them  large  quantities  of  goods. 
They  travelled  themselves  usually  on  annual 
tickets ;  but  the  Government  might  derive  a 
considerable  amount  of  revenue  by  so  regulat- 
ing the  rates  as  to  secure  that  their  baggage 
should  be  carried  by  rail  instead  of  by  road  at 
this  place. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said  he  was  having  in- 
quiries made  into  the  subject,  and  when  he 
had  the  result  of  those  inquiries  before  him  he 
would  take  the  matter  into  consideration  with 
the  view  of  remedying  the  evil  complained  of. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  AND  VOLUNTEERS' 
LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  when  introducing  the  Bill  for  settling 
old  soldiers'  and  Volunteers'  land-claims,  intro- 
duce a  clause  enabling  the  Commissioners  to 
entertain  claims  they  consider  equitable,  though 
not  perhaps  strictly  legal  or  within  their  in- 
structions? He  wished  to  state,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Government,  that  he  was  now 
specially  referring  to  a  petition  presented  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  on 
the  previous  day  from  a  man  named  Daniel 
Hutchison,  as  a  case  in  point.  Hutchison, 
it  seemed,  had  left  Auckland  for  want  of 
work,  and  had  gone  to  Napier,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  saved  money  there,  and 
returned  to  Auckland,  and  then  had  found  that 
he  was  debarred  by  law  from  having  his  claim 
recognised,  because  he  had  gone  to  live  for  a 
time  out  of  the  Auckland  Provincial  District. 
It  seemed  a  most  unreasonable  thing  that  a 
man  removing  from  one  part  of  the  colony  to 
another  should  be  debarred  in  this  way,  and  he 
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hoped  the  Government  would  take  steps  not 
only  as  to  this  case,  but  as  to  any  others 
there  might  be,  to  prevent  injustice  being  done 
through  mere  quibbles  and  technicalities,  such 
as  the  one  he  had  referred  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
the  matter  under  consideration,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  something  further 
would  have  to  be  done  in  order  to  dispose  of  the 
claims  of  old  soldiers.  He  was  not  able  then 
to  say  what  steps  the  Government  would  pro- 
pose to  take,  but  he  hoped  they  would  be  able 
to  make  such  proposals  as  would  have  the  effect 
of  finishing,  once  for  all,  these  troublesome 
claims. 

RECIPROCITY  WITH  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  seriously  consider  the  propriety  of  formu- 
lating a  proposal  to  this  House  to  provide  for 
a  Minister  of  the  Cabinet,  during  the  recess, 
to  proceed  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  whose 
mission  thereto  shall  be  to  endeavour  to  ini- 
tiate reciprocal  treaties  affecting  the  natural 
products  of  the  colonies,  and  also  to  make  sug- 
gestions whereby  British  and  Australian  ship- 
ping, and  the  men  employed  thereon,  being 
british-bom  or  naturalised,  may  have  some 
attention  paid  to  their  growing  and  necessary 
wants  ?  The  Australian  Colonies  levied  duties 
on  New  Zealand  cheese,  butter,  bacon,  jam, 
&c.  If  a  Minister  went  to  Australia  he  might 
possibly  be  able  to  arrange  a  reciprocal  treaty 
in  the  direction  indicated  in  his  question.  He 
was  sure  such  a  treaty  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  no  doubt  the 
object  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in 
view  was  a  very  desirable  one,  but  he  feared 
the  time  was  hardly  ripe  for  the  Government 
to  take  the  action  suggested.  When  he  was  in 
Australia  two  or  three  years  ago  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  conversation  with  the  leading  men 
there  on  the  question.  The  universal  opinion 
was  that  it  was  impossible  at  present  to  initiate 
'such  a  scheme  as^  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposed.  The  object  referred  to  was  a  con- 
summation which  no  doubt  most  Governments 
desired  to  effect.  He  was  obliged  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  calling  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  he  (Major  Atkinson)  could  assure 
him  that  the  suggestion  would  not  be  lost 
sight  of. 

HUKERINUI  LAND. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Did  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
in  Auckland  send  a  surveyor  to  inspect  and 
report  on  the  suitability  for  settlement  of 
Block  XV.,  Hukerinui  Survey  District,  in  ac- 
cordance with  instructions  sent  to  him  by  the 
Government  on  the  18th  September,  1886? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  that  the 
correspondence  laid  on  the  table  would  show 
the  reason  why  a  surveyor  was  not  sent  as 
requested.  The  telegram  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands,  Auckland,  dated  the 
12th  May,  1886,  stated  that  the  block  had 
already  been  reported  on  by  an  officer  equally 


competent  with  the  District  Surveyor,  who  was 
so  busy  with  the  survey  of  village-settlements 
that  be  could  not  then  conveniently  go.  As 
there  seemed  to  have  been  some  difference  of 
opinion  regarding  the  suitableness  of  the  block 
for  residential  settlement,  the  District  Surveyor 
had  been  recently  instructed  to  request  the 
intending  settlers  to  accompany  him  to  the 
land  they  wanted.  The  report  was  expected 
in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  as  he  wished  to  make  an  explana- 
tion with  reference  to  this  matter.  Iii  the 
month  of  July,  1886,  a  petition  signed  by 
some  twenty-five  men  was  sent '  through  the 
Chairman  of  the  Whangarei  County  Council, 
requesting  the  Government  to  open  a  certain 
block  of  land  for  settlement  under  either  the 
deferred-payment  system  or  the  homestead 
system.  After  due  consideration  the  Minister 
of  Lands  replied  that  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  this  land  being  thrown  open  under  the 
deferred-payment  system,  and  that  instructions 
would  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Grown 
Lands  of  Auckland  to  have  the  block  inspected 
and  reported  on  as  to  its  suitability  for  settle- 
ment. After  waiting  some  considerable  time 
for  the  report  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Council  again  communicated  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  the  matter.  Several 
letters  passed  between  them,  and  yet  no  steps 
appeared  to  have  been  taken  in  the  matter 
until  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  October, 
some  three  months  after  the  petition  had  been 
sent  in.  Several  telegrams  having  been  sent 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  from  the 
Government,  the  Commissioner  at  last  replied, 
and  said  that  he  understood  that  the  land  was 
all  swamp,  and  unfit  for  settlement.  At  the  same 
time  he  enclosed  a  memorandum  from  the  .As- 
sistant Surveyor-General  to  that  effect.  This 
letter  was  brought  before  the  County  Council, 
and  the  Chairman  was  instructed  to  again 
write  to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  to  state 
that  this  report  was  not  correct, — that  the  land 
was  not  swa.mp,  but  was  fit  for  settlement, — 
and  to  request  the  Government  to  send  the 
District  Surveyor  to  report  upon  it.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  at  Auckland  to  send  the  District 
Surveyor  to  report  on  the  subject;  but  he 
found  from  the  correspondence  laid  on  the 
table  that  that  was  not  done,  and  the  excuse 
given  was  that  the  District  Surveyor  was  too 
busily  engaged  making  surveys  for  village- 
settlements.  The  men  who  were  applying  for 
the  land  were  thus  kept  hanging  on  for  some 
six  months  waiting  to  get  on  the  land;  and, 
although  the  Minister  of  Lands  appeared  to 
have  been  most  anxious  that  the  land  should 
be  opened,  yet  it  would  seem  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands  at  Auckland  was  just  as 
anxious  that  the  land  should  not  be  opened. 
He  (Mr.  Thompson)  considered  it  his  duty  to 
bring  this  matter  before  the  House,  because  if 
settlers  who  were  anxious  to  go  on  the  land 
and  who  were  prepared  to  pay  for  it  were  not 
allowed  to  get  land  it  seemed  to  be  a  hopeless 
thing  indeed  to  say  when  the  colony  would  be 
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able  to  settle  its  Grown  lands.  He  might  ex- 
plain that  the  men  who  had  applied  for  the 
land  were  all  accustomed  to  bush-work — men 
who  would  make  good  settlers,  and  men  of 
small  means — ^just  the  class  of  men  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  settle  on  the  land.  They  were 
men  who  would  not  for  one  moment  think  of 
accepting  any  assistance  in  the  way  of  becom- 
ing village -settlers.  They  were  prepared  to 
pay  for  their  land  and  make  homes  for  them- 
^selyes  without  any  assistance  from  the  Govern- 
ment. One  of  his  principal  reasons  for  bringing 
the  matter  before  the  House  was  this :  A  very 
.strong  feeling  had  been  created  in  the  district 
against  the  Government,  owing  to  the  land  not 
having  been  thrown  open.  The  impression 
gained  ground  that  the  ^tinister  of  Lands  did 
not  really  wish  any  more  lands  to  be  settled 
except  under  the  leasehold  system.  He  also 
wished  to  exonerate  the  County  Chairman  from 
any  blame  in  the  matter,  as  blame  had 
been  thrown  upon  both  the  ^linister  and  the 
Chairman.  [Here  the  honourable  gentleman 
read  the  correspondence  upon  the  subject.] 
He  might  add  that  to  the  last  communication 
from  the  County  Council  no  reply  had  been  re- 
-ceived,  and  he  would  like  to  point  out  that 
during  tiie  six  months  which  this  correspond- 
ence covered  these  settlers  were  kept  waiting 
anxiously  to  be  placed  upon  the  land,  and 
were  put  to  very  great  inconvenience  indeed  for 
the  simple  reason  that  no  definite  reply  was 
ever  sent.  They  were  kept  hanging  about, 
some  of  them  out  of  employment,  thinking 
that  this  land  would  be  opened  for  settlement, 
and,  after  being  kept  in  suspense  for  six  months, 
he  was  sorry  to  say  a  number  of  them  left  the 
district,  and  some  of  them  went  to  Australia. 
He  trusted  that  the  Government  would  take 
some  steps  to  alter  the  present  system  of 
management  and  conduct  of  Crown  lands — at 
any  rate  in  the  Province  of  Auckland.  He  did 
not  bring  this  matter  before  the  House  with  a 
view  of  casting  blame  on  any  person  except 
those  who  had  the  management  of  the  waste 
luids  in  Auckland.  There  the  whole  blame 
lay.  He  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
take  some  steps  to  introduce  some  simple 
method  of  settling  jbhe  waste  lands  of  the 
•colony,  so  that  every  man  who  wished  to  make 
a  home  for  himself  would  be  able  to  select  land 
and  to  settle  upon  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

EXPRESS  STOPPING  AT  WAIHAO. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  seeing  that  by  the 
recent,  alteration  in  the  time-table  (whereby 
the  morning  and  evening  trains  from  and  to 
Oamam  and  Timaru  respectively  run  only  on 
alternate  days  from  and  to  Studholme  Junc- 
tion) the  residents  of  the  Waihao  district 
must  travel  by  express  if  they  wish  to  visit 
either  Timaru  or  Oamam  and  return  the  same 
day,  and  cannot  now  do  so  without  travelling 
four  or  more  miles  by  road,  he  will  arrange 
that  the  express  trains  shall  stop  at  Waihao 
flag-station  when  required  to  take  up  or  set 
down  passengers  ?    As  there  was  considerable 


hardship  under  the  circumstances  detailed  in 
the  question  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  make 
inquiries,  and,  on  ascertaining  the  facts,  would 
be  able  to  make  the  arrangements  suggested. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  fully  recognised  the  in- 
convenience mentioned  in  the  question,  but  at 
the  sazne  time  he  might  say  that  there  wm  a 
large  number  of  like  applications  from  all  along 
the  line,  and  the  Government  did  not  see  their 
way  to  grant  a  favourable  reply  to  this  one. 
This,  amongst  others,  would  be  considered  by 
the  Railway  Board. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that  practically  now 
the  settlers  had  no  opportunity  of  using  the 
railway  at  all. 

MINING  ON  PRIVATE  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Government, 
If  it  is  their  intention  this  session  to  introduce 
a  Bill  for  allowing  mining  on  private  property  ? 
He  expected  that  he  would  be  met  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the 
Mines  Department  with  the  reply  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  Bill  of  the  kind  at  the 
present  time ;  but  if  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  such  a  Bill  the  members  of  the 
House  connected  with  mining  districts  were. 
It  was  true  that  just  at  the  present  time  there 
were  no  particular  rea.sons  why  the  Bill  should 
be  introduced ;  but  in  time  to  come,  and  before 
very  long,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  such  a  Bill,  because  if  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  got  their  grant  of 
land,  as  he  hoped  they  would  do,  much  land 
would  become  private  property,  and  there  was 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  land  that  would  be  obtained  by  the  com- 
pany would  contain,  to  a  certain  extent,  rich 
alluvial  deposits.  He  would  not  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session,  but 
that  they  should  consider  during  the  recess 
the  desirability  of  preparing  such  a  Bill  for 
mining  on  private  property  as  that  which  was 
in  force  in  Victoria  and,  he  believed,  also  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  HOBBS  wished  to  know  whether  the 
mining  referred  to  was  gold-mining. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  replied  that  it  was 
gold-mining  that  was  referred  to  principally; 
but  the  question  really  related  to  all  kinds  of 
mining. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  question 
involved  serious  matter,  and  the  Gk)vemment 
had  not  had  time  to  consider  it,  and  tiierefore 
did  not  propose  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  if  the  Minis- 
ter would  take  it  into  consideration  during  the- 


Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— Yes. 

NELSON-GREYMOUTH  ROAD. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  If  he  will,  in  preparing  the 
public  works  estimates,  make  provision  for 
the  Government  taking  over  and  maintaining 
the  main  trunk  roads  from  Nelson  to  Westport 
and  Greymouth,  or,  failing  the  Government 
doing  this,  if  he  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  at 
the  disposal  of  the  County  Councils  for  main* 
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tenance  of  said  roads  ?  The  question  ^as  an 
important  one  to  the  district  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent.  He  might  say  that  the  road  from 
Nelson  to  Greymouth  and  Westport,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance — some  hundreds  of  miles — 
passed  through  country  where  there  was  abso- 
lutely no  population  along  the  road,  and  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  road  was  a  heavy 
burden  upon  the  local  bodies — in  fact,  it  took 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  revenue  of  the  different 
coimties  to  maintain  the  main  road.  Perhaps 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  aware  that 
the  main  road  from  Snringfield  to  the  foot  of 
the  Teremakau  had  been  maintained  for  a 
number  of  years  past  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  there  was  not  one-fiftieth — he  might 
say  not  one-ninetieth — part  of  the  traffic  on  that 
road  that  there  was  on  the  road  runniDg  between 
Nelson,  Belgrove,  Lyell,  Westport,  and  Reef- 
ton.  The  only  traffic  on  the  Ghristchurch  road 
was  the  mail-coach,  which  ran  twice  a  week ; 
but  on  the  other  road  there  were  scores  of 
wagons,  besides  coaches,  running.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  for  the  local-  bodies  to  main- 
tain the  road  referred  to  at  their  own  expense, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  only  fair  and  right  that 
the  Government  should  come  forward  and  do 
what  it  ought  to  have  done  long  since — ^main- 
tain the  road  or  place  a  sufficient  sum  at  the 
disposal  of  the  County  Councils  for  its  main- 
tenance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  to  say  that  his 
friend  was  quite  mistaken  with  regard  to  the 
traffic  between  Springfield  and  Hokitika,  but  no 
doubt  his  statement  referred  only  to  the  traffic 
to  Reefton  only,  because  it  was  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  traffic  was  next  to  nil  on  the  other 
part  of  the  road. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  this  was  a 
question  that,  no  doubt,  would  be  considered 
by  the  Government  when  the  estimates  were 
being  prepared.  He  might,  however,  say  that 
during  the  last  seven  years  £44,000  had  been 
expended  upon  the  maintenance  of  this  road, 
and  he  was  informed  that  the  greater  portion  of 
this  money  was  voted  by  the  House  for  con- 
struction, not  for  maintenance,  whereas  he 
understood  the  whole  of  it  had  been  expended 
ux)on  maintenance.  He  was  informed  that  the 
portion  of  the  road  between  Westport  and 
Lyell  was  in  the  worst  condition,  and  was  en- 
titled to  more  consideration  than  the  other 
portion.  The  late  Government  had  had  a  sum 
of  £5,000  voted  for  the  construction  of  this 
portion  of  the  road,  which  sum  had  been  well 
expended,  and  it  was  probable  that  a  further 
sum  would  be  necessary  to  place  the  road  in 
good  order.  The  balance  of  the  vote  that  was 
to  have  been  asked  for  by  the  late  Government 
was  £2,500,  and  this  sum  would  be  distributed 
among  the  various  counties  interested.  Owing 
to  the  peculiar  position  the  colony  was  now 
placed  in  it  was  unlikely  that  the  Government 
would  be  in  a  position  to  make  any  such  grants 
for  roads  and  bridges  as  had  been  made  in  the 
past.  The  local  bodies  would  therefore  have 
to  be  prepared  to  provide,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  funds  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  roads. 

Mr,  B.  H.  J.  Beeves 


AUCKLAND  TORPEDO- SHEDS. 

Mr.  ROSS  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence,. 
Whether  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  torpedo- 
sheds  situate  at  the  North  Shore,  Auckland, 
has  been  completed ;  if  so,  upon  what  terms? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  land  wag- 
taken  on  the  16th  June,  1887 ;  but  the  ptir- 
ohase  had  not  been  completed  by  the  Publie 
Works  Department,  neither  had  any  claim 
been  received  from  Mr.  Watson. 

MANAWATU  RIVER. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine,. 
If  the  Manawatu  County  Council  form  them- 
selves into  a  Harbour  Board,  will  the  Govern- 
ment hand  over  to  them  the  profit  accruing 
from  the  Foxton  Wharf,  to  be  spent  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  bar  on  the  Manawatu  River,, 
or  if  the  Government  will  themselves  spend  any 
profits  from  the  above  source  to  improve  the 
bar?  He  desired  to  offer  a  word  or  two  of 
explanation  on  this  subject.  About  ten  years 
ago  the  Government  built  a  wharf  at  Foxton^ 
on  the  Manawatu  River.  In  1886  he  asked 
the  Government  to  place  a  return  on  the  table 
showing  the  amount  of  profit  on  that  whaiL 
The  return  showed  a  profit  of  £947,  but  an 
arbitrary  amount  of  £600  was  taken  ofi  for 
wear  and  tear ;  but  still  that  showed  a  profit 
on  the  wharf.  Some  years  ago  a  Mr.  Stewart, 
a  civil  engineer  —  a  person  of  very  great  ex- 
perience at  Homo  in  these  matters,  at  pre- 
sent residing  in  Foxton  —  made  a  report  on 
the  river,  and  showed  that  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  £1,500  or  £2,000  a  very  great  im- 
provement could  be  made.  Since  then  there 
had  been  a  heavy  fresh,  and,  as  the  river 
threatened  to  break  out  at  a  new  point,  the 
traffic  on  the  river  might  be  greatly  impeded. 
If,  however,  the  Government  acceded  to  his 
request  to  spend  some  of  the  money  made  out 
of  the  wharf  upon  Mr.  Stewart's  scheme  the 
bar  could  be  very  much  improved.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  would  comply 
with  his  request. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  there  was  virtually  no 
profit  at  the  present  time  from  the  traffic,  as 
£20  would  represent  the  difference  between  the 
revenue  and  the  expenditure.  As  to  whether 
the  Government  was  p^repared  to  spend  a  sum 
of  money  on  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
that  was  answered  by  the  fact  that  the  trade 
on  the  river  had  been  very  considerably  super- 
seded by  the  railway,  and  anything  in  the 
shape  of  a  large  expenditure  would  not  be 
warranted  there. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  to  some  extent  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  right ;  but  the 
traffic  was  again  increasing  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  steamers  were  running  two  or 
three  times  a  week. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  would  have  inquiry 
made  into  the  matter. 

M.  O'BRIEN. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 

Works,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on 

the  estimates  as  a  compassionate  allowance  to 

the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  M.  O'Brien,  & 
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uailway  employ^  viho  met  his  death  while  in 
the  service  of  the  Grovemment  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  usnal  course 
'woald  be  adopted  in  this  case.  The  widow 
'Would  receive  six  months'  pay. 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  ACT. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Government,  If 
:they  will  amend  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act  with 
•a  view  of  introducing  more  stringent  legisla- 
tion to  prevent  candidates  and  members  of  the 
Hoose  &om  being  subject  to  insult  and  annoy- 
ance by  persons  when  addressing  or  about  to 
address  public  meetings?  He  thought  some 
stringent  legislation  should  be  effected  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disgraceful  scenes 
at  the  late  elections,  when  the  right  of  free 
^speech  had  frequently  been  prevented.  For 
very  obvious  reasons  candidates  had  to  take  the 
■law  into  their  own  hands,  and  during  the  elec- 
tion at  Kaiapoi  one  of  the  candidates  was  very 
much  ill-used.  He  thought  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  instructions  to  the  police  to 
prosecute  in  these  matters. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  of  course  there 
•was  vezy  considerable  difficulty  in  interfering 
with  what  was  known  as  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions ;  but  he  must  confess  that  several  of  the 
scenes  which  took  place  were  a  disgrace  to  the 
places  in  which  they  occurred.  He  thought 
instructions  should  be  given  to  the  police  to  put 
-down  rowdyism  and  the  throwing  of  cats. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Would  you  limit  it  to 
•cats? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  would  extend  it 
•much  further — to  dogs. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  INSTI- 
TUTIONS. 
Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is 
>  'the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring  down 
during  this  session   an  Act  to  amend   '*  The 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  Act  1885 
Amendment   Act,   1886,"  in  the  direction  of 
localising  expenditure  under  that  Act,  and  in 
giving  to  each  County  Council  or  other  local 
.governing  body  local  control  over  its  poor  and 
sick? 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  that  during 
.this  session  the  Government  would  be  unable 
to  deal  with  this  question.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  Act  required  amendment,  and  if  time 
allowed  he  should  be  very  glad  to  remove  some 
of  the  difficulties  that  existed. 

CLUBS. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
How  many  of  the  clubs  now  in  the  colony  have 
complied  with  subsection  (f)  of  section  229  of 
"The  Licensing  Act,  1881"?  He  might  say 
that  the  subclause  which  was  referred  to  was  a 
clause  which  was  meant  to  carry  a  penalty 
with  it,  but,  owing  to  a  defect,  it  seemed  not 
to  do  so,  and  he  would  like  to  know  whether 
clubs  which  had  been  required  to  do  certain 
.things  had  complied  with  that  clause  or  not. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  there  were  only  eight  clubs 
;that  had  complied  with  the  clause — ^namely, 
'Tattersall's    (Christchurch),    Port    Chalmers, 


Canterbury,  Mangawai,  Wanganui,  Sydenham, 
Central  (Wellington),  and  New  Plymouth. 

WAITOTARA  ELECTION  PETITION. 

Sir  J.  HALL  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  public  Press,  that 
it  is  not  found  practicable  to  provide  for  the 
hearing  of  the  petition  against  the  return  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  before 
the  latter  part  of  December? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  by  the  Election 
Petitions  Act  the  House  had  placed  it  beyond 
its  power  to  interfere  in  any  wa^  with  these 
questions,  and  the  Government  did  not  there- 
fore see  their  way  to  ask  for  any  information 
upon  the  subject.  No  doubt  it  was  a  very 
desirable  thing  that  these  election  petitions 
should  be  dealt  with  at  once.  They  all  agreed 
with  that. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  astonished  that  any 
honourable  gentleman  should  say  No.  He 
should  say  that  one  thing  which  honourable 
members  would  like  to  know  was  that  any 
gentleman  sitting  in  that  House  was  properly 
a  member  of  it.  And  not  only  would  members 
generally  like  to  know  that,  but  also  the  mem- 
ber petitioned  against. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.  —  Evidence  may  be 
wanted. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  a  matter  for  the 
Court. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.^It  may  take  time  to 
collect  evidence. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  then  the  Court  in 
its  discretion  would  extend  the  hearing  of  the 
petition  to  any  reasonable  time.  That  was  not 
for  that  House  to  determine.  The  matter  was 
quite  outside  the  House,  although  he  must  con- 
fess that  he  regretted  that  in  the  original  Bill 
something  more  decisive  was  not  provided  as 
to  the  time  when  these  petitions  were  to  be 
tried.  He  believed,  however,  that  the  rumours 
in  this  matter  were  inaccurate,  although  he 
was  not  able  to  give  any  authentic  information 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  rules  of  the  House 
debarred  him  from  raising  this  question  further 
just  now,  but  he  would  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  again  referring  to  it. 

JOINT.STOCK  COMPANIES, 
^fr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
t^e  Stamp  Act,  providing  that  the  stamp  duty 
payable  on  the  registration  of  small  joint-stock 
companies  shall  be  reduced  ?  It  had  more 
thaji  once  come  under  his  notice  that  the  stamp 
duties  which  small  companies,  such  as  dairy 
factories,  were  compelled  to  pay  were  too  high. 
He  was  sure  it  was  against  the  policy  which 
they  wished  to  see  established  that  heavy 
penalties  in  the  way  of  stamp  duties  should  be 
imposed  on  these  important  industries.  In  one 
instance  no  less  than  £11  had  to  be  paid  by  a 
company  whose  capital  was  only  £1,200.  He 
was  sure  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  agree 
with  him  that  this  state  of  affairs  should  be 
amended  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.     He 
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hoped,    therefore,    that  a  favourable   answer 
would  be  given  to  his  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  vyould  be  very 
happy  to  look  into  this  matter.  It  was  desir- 
able to  encourage  these  small  companies  in 
every  possible  way,  and  if  he  could  see  his  way 
to  make  a  reduction  he  should  be  very  glad  to 
doit. 

BOILERS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Government,— 
(1)  Whether  they  will  reduce  the  fees  payable 
on  the  yearly  inspection  of  land  boilers  which 
are  in  use  during  the  whole  of  the  year;  (2) 
whether  they  will  give  instructions  that  in  tne 
case  of  all  boilers  used  for  only  a  portion  of  the 
year  such  inspection  shall  only  be  made  once 
m  two  years  ?  This  question  could  have  the 
same  arguments  advanced  in  its  favour  as  the 
previous  one,  in  order  to  receive  the  same 
favourable  reply.  He  had  looked  very  care- 
fully into  this  matter  years  ago,  and  he  found 
that  the  fees  payable  for  the  inspection  of  land 
boilers  were  far  in  excess  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  Government  in  the  payment  of 
Inspectors  and  the  various  expenses  incurred 
in  carrying  out  this  inspection.  As  he  under- 
stood it,  engines  for  threshing-machines^  had 
only  to  be  inspected  once  in  two  years,  because 
they  were  only  in  use  during  a  portion  of  the 
year.  The  same  aigument  would  apply  to  the 
case  of  dairy  factories,  and  to  all  engines  which 
were  worked  for  only  six  months  of  the  year. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  clear  not  only  to  reduce  the  fees 
generally,  but,  in  the  case  of  boilers  used  only 
a  portion  of  the  year,  to  have  them  inspected 
once  in  two  years. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  it  was  true  that  the  present 
fee  left  a  surplus,  which,  however,  was  more  ap- 
parent than  real,  as  by  some  arrangement  of 
the  accounts  some  portion  of  the  expenditure 
was  not  included.  Besides,  the  duties  of  the 
Inspector  were  so  arduous  that  it  would  become 
necessary  to  have  an  additional  Inspector  or  In- 
spectors. As  to  the  second  part  of  the  question, 
as  to  whether  it  was  advisable  to  have  an  in- 
spection once  in  two  years,  if  it  could  be  shown 
that  in  special  cases  the  boilers  need  only  be 
inspected  once  in  two  years,  that  would  be 
done.  In  the  opinion  of  experts,  however, 
boilers  which  were  not  in  constant  use  were 
subject  to  greater  deterioration  than  boilers 
which  were. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  DISMISSAL. 
Mr.  WALKER  said  that  on  Tuesday  last,  in 
reply  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
mate,  who  asked  whether,  in  cases  in  whioh 
men  were  still  fit  for  work,  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  relax  the  arbitrary  rule 
which  required  the  dismissal  of  railway  em- 
ployes on  their  reaching  a  certain  age,  it 
was  telegraphed  by  the  Press  Association  that 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  hod  stated  that 
there  was  no  rule  requiring  employes  to  leave 
on  attaining  a  certain  age,  and  that  a  compas- 
sionate allowance  was  made  in  case  of  sickness. 
He  (Mr.  Walker)  had  been  applied  to  from  the 
South  to  know  if  those  were  the  words  which 
Mr,  Buchanan 


the  Minister  for  Public  Works  bad  used  in 
reply  to  the  question,  and  whether  that  waa 
the  state  of  the  case.  He  should  therefore  feel 
much  obliged  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  inform  him  if  he  would  be  correct  in 
stating  that  this  was  the  reply  which  the  Mhiis- 
ter  for  Public  Works  had  made  to  the  question . 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  words  he  used 
were  these :  *'  There  was  no  rule  requiring  em- 
ployes to  leave  on  their  attaining  a  certain  age. 
So  long  as  they  were  fit  and  capable  to  per- 
form their  duties  they  were  retained."  The 
latter  part  of  the  telegraphed  reply  referred  to- 
another  question  put  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waimate. 

Mr.  WALKER  asked  if  there  was  a  com- 
passionate allowance  made  if  persons  were 
incapacitated  by  illness. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— No  ;  distinctly  not. 

WAITOTARA  PETITION. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  intimated  my  inten- 
tion of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
in  reference  to  the  question  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,. 
and  I  now  beg  to  move  it.  I  must  say,  in 
reference  to  this  question,  that  I  was  very 
much  surprised  that  a  question  of  privilege 
was  not  raised  in  connection  with  it  before 
we  proceeded  with  the  business  on  the  Order 
Paper.  My  belief  is  that  it  is  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  and  that  it  is  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  conduct  of  the  Judges  occupying  the 
Bench  of  the  colony ;  that  it  is  establishing  an 
unjust  and  injurious  precedent ;  and  that  such 
a  question  should  not  have  emanated  from  a. 
gentleman  who  has  occupied  the  high  and  di^ 
tinguished  positions  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  has  held  in  this  colony.  When  I 
heard  notice  of  the  question  given  I  thought  it 
was  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Government, 
knowing,  as  I  do,  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  is  acting  in  the  capacity  of  wet- 
nurse  to  the  Government.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  whenever  the  Premier  is  out  of  the 
House  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  sits 
on  the  bench  behind  the  Government  and  looks 
well  after  the  juvenile  members  of  the  Minis- 
try. I  may  say  also  that  it  is  rumoured,  and 
generally  believed  throughout  the  colony,  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  is  simply  warming  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn,  and  that  after  the  session  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  will  retire  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  take  his  place.  My  saying 
this  will  give  the  honourable  member  an  op- 
portunity of  contradicting  this  rumour  if  there 
IS  no  foundation  for  it.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Premier  will  deny  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  is  present  at  the  Cabinet  meetings, 
and  that  the  delivery  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment was  delayed  from  Friday  in  order  to  give 
that  honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  deny  both  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  then,  my  giving  the 
Premier  an  opportunity  of  denying  the  rumour 
has   cleared   the   atmosphere.     I    know   the^ 
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success  wliich  the  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  has  had  in  regard  to  petitions  claiming 
seats.  My  memory  carries  me  back  to  1879, 
when  we  know  that  the  present  member  for 
Auckland  Central  lost  his  seat  by  the  decision 
of  a  Committee  of  this  House  ;  and  a  great  loss 
to  the  colony  it  was.  I  believe  1  am  speaking 
absolute  truth  when  I  say  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  knew  something  about 
that  petition.  Then  we  had  the  Legislature 
stepping  in  and  preventing  any  evil  of  that  kind 
occurring  again,  by  taking  the  control  of  such 
matters  out  of  the  liands  of  Parliament,  and 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges.  Who 
was  Premier  when  that  law  was  passed  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn ;  and  yet  we 
find  him  here  now  attempting  by  a  qiuestion  of 
this  kind  to  tamper  with  justice,  and  to  influ- 
ence the  Judges,  for  his  question  clearly  says 
that  the  Judges  should  throw  all  other  business 
aside  and  deal  with  this  question  at  once.  The 
late  member  for  Waitotara  was  a  colleague  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  from  1880 
during  all  the  time  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  in  office ;  and  that  is  another  point  which 
shows  that  putting  this  question  is  wrong.  I 
am  sure,  if  the  honourable  member  for  Selwjrn 
had  seen  the  full  effect  of  his  question,  his  close 
connection  with  the  late  member  for  Waito- 
tara, their  friendship  and  relative  positions,  he 
would  have  best  conserved  his  dignity  and  added 
more  to  his  name  in  the  colony  if  he  had  left 
the  matter  alone.  What  strikes  me  with  refer- 
ence to  the  retirement  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SteVens 
is  that  if  Mr.  Bryce  should  come  into  this  HUtise 
again  it  would  mean  a  reinstatement 'j^r^he 
Continuous  Ministry,  and  my  young  frieii^ds  on 
the  Government  benches  would  have  to  take  the 
hint  and  gracefully  retire.  The  answer  of  the 
Premier  was  not,  to  my  mind,  entirely  a  correct 
one.  In  the  first  part  he  said  that  the  matter 
was  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  Parliament. 
He  did  not  require  to  tell  us  that,  for  we  all 
knew  it.  But  did  he  consider  the  effect  of  his 
words  when  ho  said  that,  though  it  was  beyond 
the  control  of  Parliament,  still  it  was  desirable 
that  this  petition  should  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined as  soon  as  possible  ?  That  is  an  utterance 
which  will  appear  in  the  papers,  and  will  have 
weight,  and  was,  no  douot,  intended  to  have 
weight,  with  the  Judges  trying  this  petition.  It 
was  as  much  as  saying  that  all  honourable 
members  desired  that  such  should  be  the  case, 
and  regretted  that  Government  had  no  control 
in  the  matter.  The  honourable  member  most 
particularly  interested  in  the  question,  the 
present  member  for  Waitotara,  has  signified 
in  the  proper  quarter  his  wish  to  have  this 
matter  decided  at  once,  and  he  signified  that 
eTen  before  he  took  his  seat  here.  Then,  is  it 
not  to  a  certain  extent  a  reflection  on  him  to 
say  that  this  is  being  held  over,  that  a  member 
of  Parliament  has  to  bring  it  forward,  and 
that  the  Premier  has  to  say  that  it  should  be 
decided  at  once  ?  I  say,  decidedly  so ;  and  I 
am  pleased  with  this  opportunitv  of  telling  the 
House  and  the  country  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara  has  expressed  that  wish, 
and  he,  at  all  events,  is  not  responsible  for  the 


delay.  But  I  say  it  is  not  for  the  House  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  to  dictate  to  the  Judges  when 
and  how  they  are  to  try  petitions  of  this  sort. 
Then,  there  is  another  question  which  I  wish  to 
put  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  I 
hope  he  will  be  able  to  give  a  decided  answer 
in  the  negative.  If  questions  of  this  kind  are 
to  be  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  and  to  go  un- 
challenged, then  I  may  tell  the  Premier  and 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  there  are 
one  or  two  more  questions  in  connection  with 
this  very  election  which  I  should  like  to  put.  I 
have  it  on  the  best  authority  that  the  Public 
Works  Department  has  had  questions  put  to 
persons  in  its  employ,  and  that  the  answers  to 
those  questions  have  been  taken  down  and 
given  to  Mr.  Bryce  or  his  solicitors,  to  assist 
him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  case  against  the 
present  member  for  Waitotara.  I  have  it  on 
the  best  authority  that  workmen  have  been 
called  in  and  questioned,  that  correspondence 
has  taken  place,  and  that  it  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  department.  If  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  call  in  the  aid  of  their  servants  in 
a  case  of  this  kind,  I  do  not  think  it  redounds 
very  much  to  their  credit.  If  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  will  tell  me  that  a  sort  of  semi- 
inquiry  was  not  held  at  Marton,  that  these 
men  were  not  questioned,  and  that  their  evi- 
dence was  not  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  other 
side,  I  will  apologize  to  the  House  for  having 
msbde  the  statement.  But  I  have  it  on  the  best 
authority ;  and  I  ask  the  Minister  to  make  in- 
quiry, and,  if  it  has  been  done  without  his 
authority,  then  those  should  be  punished  who 
have  made  themselves  parties  to  assist  a  late 
member  of  the  House  simply  because  he  was  a 
colleague  of  my  honourable  friend,  for  that  is 
tampering  with  justice,  and  is  not  fair-play  to 
my  honourable  friend  the  present  member,  who 
has  to  fight  single-handed,  and  who  has  nume- 
rous charges  made  against  him.  But  I  say  it 
is  not  right  that  the  machinery  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  used  in  this  way. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Only  during  election 
times. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  only  hope,  as  this 
large  question  has  been  raised-^and  it  is  a  very 
large  question — that,  if  there  is  any  member  of 
this  House  who  knows  that  his  or  any  other 
election  was  prejudiced  by  the  action  of  the 
Government  of  the  day,  he  will  do  his  duty  by 
bringing  up  the  matter  and  having  it  inquired 
into  and  discussed.  If  anything  of  that  kind 
was  done  we  have  a  right  to  know  it,  because 
no  Government  has  a  right  to  interfere  with 
the  liberties  of  the  electors  and  endeavour 
to  influence  elections.  I  think  that  this 
is  one  of  the  largest  questions  that  have  been 
opened  up  since  we  passed  the  law  removing 
the  trial  of  election  petitions  from  this  House  ; 
and,  seeing  that  the  honourable  member  who 
put  this  question  was  Premier  when  that  law 
was  passed,  and  seeing  that  the  law  was  shown 
to  be  necessary  through  one  of  the  most 
glaring  oases  of  injustice  of  this  kind  ever 
known— the  ousting  of  Sir  George  Grey  from 
his  Christchurch  seat — I  say,  for  that  honour- 
able member  to  now  endeavour  to  indirectly 
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bring  these  matters  rmdcr  the  influence  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  endeavour  by  a  question  of  this 
kind  to  influence  the  Bench,  is,  to  ray  mind, 
wrong.  I  do  not  think  I  have  erred  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  question; 
and  I  think  it  should  be  understood  thoroughly 
in  this  House  and  throughout  New  Zealand 
that  we  have  thorough  respect  for  and  confi- 
dence in  the  gentlemen  who  grace  our  Supreme 
Court  bench  at  the  present  time.  Sir,  I  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  second  the  motion  for 
adjournment.  The  question  put  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Sclwyn  was  of  so  vague  a 
character  that  it  indicates  to  my  mind  that  it 
was  simply  a  party  question.  The  honourable 
member,  by  the  wording  of  his  question,  does 
not  deal  with  the  matter  as  I  should  have 
dealt  with  it,  for  he  absolutely  avoids  touching 
the  point  that  I  hope  we  shali  touch.  My  con- 
tention is  that  it  is  not  right  that  the  Judges 
of  this  country  should  be  coerced  either  by  the 
Government  or  by  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  the  Judges  have  decided  that  this 
petition  cannot  be  dealt  with  before  a  certain 
date,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  question  put  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  is  in  the 
direction  of  coercing  them  to  hear  it  at  an 
earlier  date.  As  a  rule,  I  have  very  great 
respect  for  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn, 
but  I  think  the  vagueness  of  the  question  indi- 
cates the  object  of  the  Government,  and  that 
is,  simply  to  endeavour  to  get  another  supporter 
if  they  possibly  caui.  That  is  the  plain  English 
of  it.  I  hope  the  Premier  understands  what  I 
say.  As  a  tactician  I  believe  he  is  about  as 
able  a  man  as  any  in  New  Zealand ;  but  I 
hope  that  in  this  case  his  tactics  through  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  will  completely 
fail. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.—I  think  it  is  some- 
what unfortunate  that  this  subject  has  been 
brought  before  the  House,  and,  in  fact,  the 
further  it  has  gone  the  more  unfortunate  it 
has  got.  I  think  that  the  question  put  was  an 
unfortunate  one,  that  the  reply  of  the  Premier 
was,  if  possible,  even  more  unfortunate,  and 
that  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place  since 
has  been  still  more  unfortunate :  but,  it  having 
gone  £0  far,  I  feel  impelled  to  make  one 
or  two  observations  on  the  matter.  Our  Act 
giving  the  Supreme  Court  the  hearing  of  elec- 
tion petitions  was  copied  from  the  English  Act, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  action  is  required  to 
force  the  Judges  to  take  a  case  at  an  earlier 
date  than  is  convenient  to  them.  At  this  par- 
ticular time  of  the  year  the  Judges  are  very 
busy.  The  Court  of  Appeal  sits  this  month; 
and  that  will  occupy  all  the  Judges  for  some 
\^eeks.  I  have  no  feeling  one  way  or  the  other 
n  the  matter,  and  I  am  sorry  to  pee  any  feel- 
ing imported  into  it.  I  would  pomt  out  that 
this  House  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any 
petition  being  presented,  or  of  what  is  being 
done  with  regard  to  it — it  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  matter  whatever  until  it  is  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Judges.  That  is  quite  clear  from 
what  M.>y  states  on  the  subject.  After  dis- 
cussing the  new  mode  of  trying  election  peti- 
Mr,  Seddon 


tions  introduced  in  England  in  1868 — ^the  Act 
was  amended  in  1869 — ^lay  states,  *^The 
House  has  no  cognisance  of  these  proceedings 
until  their  termination."  That  undoubtedly  is 
the  correct  doctrine.  We  are  supposed  to  be 
entirely  ignorant  of  any  proceedings  in  regard 
to  a  disputed  election  until  we  are  informed  of 
the  result  of  the  trial  by  the  Court.  I  think 
the  introduction  of  anything  like  party  debates 
on  questions  of  this  kind  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  because,  if  the  House  is  to  be  made 
an  arena  for  party  squabbles  over  election  dis- 
putes prior  to  their  coming  before  the  proper 
tribunals,  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  that  would 
be  more  injurious  to  the  interests  of  candidates 
and  of  justice.  We  have,  as  May  states,  no 
cognisance  whatever  of  these  proceedings  until 
their  termination. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  should  not  rise  on.  this 
occasion  but  that  my  failing  to  do  so  might 
be  thought  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ku- 
mara  to  be  somewhat  discourteous.  I  think 
that  honourable  gentleman  has  to  thank  me 
for  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  ventilating  a 
few  jokes  about  the  relative  positions  of  myself 
and  the  Government;  but  I  cannot  think  he 
seriously  wishes  me  to  notice  assertions  about 
my  attending  Cabinet  meetings,  tliat  the 
Financial  Statement  was  kept  waiting  for  me, 
that  one  member  of  the  Govomment  is  a 
warming-pan  for  me,  and,  in  fact,  that  I  am 
a  sort  of  dry-nurse  to  the  Government.  If  I 
were  the  dry-nurse  of  the  Ministry  I  might  be 
proud  of  the  children,  for  they  are  a  very  fine 
family.  As  to  infringing  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  the  privileges  of  the  House  are  perfectly 
safe,  Sir,  in  your  hands,  and  if  in  my  question 
there  had  been  the  slightest  approach  to  an 
infringement  of  them  you  would  not  have 
allowed  that  question  to  appear  on  the  Order 
Paper.  With  regard  to  the  allegation  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  I  in  some  way 
endeavoured  to  interfere  with  the  Judges,  I 
ask  him  to  look  at  my  question  again.  I  ask 
him  to  remember  what  was  said  by  the 
seconder  of  his  resolution,  who  complained 
that  I  had  said  nothing  about  the  Judges: 
indeed,  I  am  obliged  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Sydenham  for  answering  in  this  matter 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara.  I  asked 
my  question  because  we  have  a  new  system  for 
trying  election  petitions,  and  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  the  House  should  know  how  it  works ; 
and  when  it  is  reported  to  be  working  in  such 
a  way  that  an  honourable  gentleman  may  oc- 
cupy for  a  whole  session  a  seat  in  this  House 
to  which  he  may  have  no  right,  we  should 
have  authentic  information  before  us,  so  as  to 
know  whether  an  alteration  of  the  law  or  an 
increase  of  the  judicial  staff  is  required.  I 
think  it  was  a  very  proper  question  to  ask :  it 
was  not  brought  forward  with  the  slightest  idea 
of  in  any  way  promoting  any  party  interest; 
and  I  have  gladly  heard — what  I  do  not  doubt 
— that  the  sitting  member  for  Waitotara  is  just 
as  anxious  as  the  defeated  candidate  that  this 
matter  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  termi- 
nation. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  do  not  at  all  regret  that  the 
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adjouzninent  has  been  moved.  I  think  any 
honourable  member  who  puts  a  question  must 
have  some  motive  for  doing  so,  and  I  there- 
fore imagine  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  must  have  had  a  motive  for  putting  his 
question.  What  ivas  the  motive  ?  Was  it  for 
toe  purpose  of  influencing  the  Judges  and 
hurrying  them,  against  their  desire,  to  hear  this 
I>etition  for  the  ejectment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara?  If  it  was  not  that, 
what  was  it?  The  honourable  member  for 
Solwyn  is  no  tiro  in  politics  or  in  this  House. 
He  knows  as  well  as,  or,  perhaps,  better  than, 
any  other  honoiu*able  member  what  the  law  is 
on  this  subject.  He  knows  that  Parliament,  in 
its  wisdom — as  the  result  of  something  he  is 
supposed  to  have  done — relegated  the  duty  of 
trying  election  petitions  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Knowing  that,  he  must  have  known  that  it  was 
a  perfectly  futile  thing  for  him  to  ask  the 
question  he  did  of  the  Premier,  with  regard  to 
the  celerity  with  which  the  petition  should  be 
heard.  He  must  know  as  well  as,  or  better 
than,  any  man  in  this  House  that  the  Premier, 
unless  he  prostituted  his  position  in  such  a  way 
as  I  am  sure  he  would  not  be  guilty  of,  could 
not  for  a  moment  think  of  giving  any  other 
answer  than  that  it  was  not  the  business  of  the 
House  and  therefore  that  there  was  nothing 
more  to  say.  If  the  Premier  had  contented 
himself  with  saying  that,  he  would  have  shown 
a  due  appreciation  of  the  position,  and  would 
have  justified  himself ;  but  he  went  further, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  that  delays  of  this 
kind  were  to  be  deprecated.  Now,  whether 
these  delays  are  to  be  deprecated  or  not,  this 
is  not  the  time  for  the  question  to  be  asked 
at  all,  or  for  that  portion  of  the  Premier's  reply 
to  be  given.  I  cannot  prevent  myself  feeling 
that  if  Mr.  Bryce  were  now  the  sitting  member 
for  Waitotara,  and  Mr.  Hutchison  were  the 
petitioning  candidate,  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  would  not  have  put  his  question  at 
all ;  and  I  say  that  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  occupied  the  high  position  that  he  has 
occupied,  and  one  occupying  the  high  position 
in  the  country  which  he  now  occupies,  should 
have  been  the  very  last  to  put  such  a  question 
as  this,  containing  the  slightest  hint  of  inter- 
ference with  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  according  to 
their  discretion,  or  even  to  hurry  them  in  that 
duty.  I  have  always  held  the  honourable 
member  in  the  very  greatest  respect,  and  I 
very  much  regret  that  he  should  have  done 
what  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me  for  saying 
I  think  was  a  display  of  bad  taste,  by  asking 
a  question  of  this  kind  at  this  particular  time. 
I  think  the  honourable  member  has  not  in- 
creased his  reputation  by  doing  so,  but  has 
laid  himself  open  to  a  charge  of  derogating 
from  his  high  position  to  the  extent  of  allowing 
party  feeling  to  influence  him  in  putting  a 
question  in  this  House,  which  his  reflection  and 
sense  of  justice  must  have  told  him  was  not 
a  proper  one  to  put. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  thmk  it  a  pity  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment should  reply  until  the  Minister  for  Public 


Works  has  had  an  opportunity  of  den3ring  the 
accusation  which  was  brought  against  him  ;  and 
I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  send  for  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  he  may  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  may  say  that  I  have 
also  heard  a  report  to  this  effect :  that  an  in- 
quiry was  held  with  reference  to  two  labourers 
on  the  railway.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  more 
in  reference  to  that  affair.  The  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  a  direct  question  put  to  him 
to  answer,  and  he  deliberately  walked  out  of 
the  House,  and  none  of  his  colleagues  answered 
the  question  for  him.  If  such  an  inquiry  has 
been  held,  I  say  the  Government  has  deliberately 
abused  its  power.  If  such  an  inquiry  was  not 
held,  the  Minister  should  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  denying  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  with  any  remarks  of  mine,  but  I  do 
think  it  a  great  pity  that  the  Grovernment  can- 
not or  will  not  answer  the  direct  charge  which 
has  been  brought  against  them  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara. 

Mr.  SMITH. — There  is  just  one  point  which 
has  not  been  brought  out  in  this  question,  and 
that  is.  Why  has  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  been  picked  out  with  reference  to  an 
election  petition  ?  We  are  quite  aware  that 
another  election  petition  was  put  in  several 
days  or  weeks  before  this ;  and  yet  that  petition 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  question.  Is  it  only 
the  Waitotara  election  that  is  to  be  attempted 
to  be  upset  by  petition  ?  Why  should  not  the 
other  petition  be  taken  earlier  ?  That  is  left 
out  of  sight  altogether.  The  Eastern  Maori 
election  seems  to  bo  put  on  a  different  footing 
from  that  of  Waitotara.  The  Waitotara  election 
is  to  be  attacked,  according  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn,  and  the  Judges  are  to  go 
out  of  their  way  to  hear  the  case.  The  peti- 
tion of  another  candidate  comes  in  before  this 
one,  and  that  petition  is  left  out  of  sight  en- 
tirely. The  House  should  see  fair-play,  at  all 
events,  and,  if  an  application  is  to  be  made  to 
the  Judges  to  go  out  of  their  way  to  hear  one 
petition,  an  application  should  also  be  made 
that  they  should  go  out  of  their  way  to  hear 
the  other  petition. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  another  petition  presented. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  oh  I 

Sir  J.  HALL.— The  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  says,  *'  Oh,  oh  !  "  Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  doubt  my  word  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  some  honourable 
gentleman  behind  me  who  interjected. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Whoever  it  was,  it  was  a  very 
ungentlemanlike  proceeding. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  term  "ungentleman- 
like proceeding  "  should  not  be  applied  towards 
any  member  of  this  House. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— I  beg  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— 1  made  the  interjection, 
and  I  say  I  think  it  impossible  that  any  one 
should  not  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
matter.  Of  course  I  am  bound  to  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  explanation. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  can  assert  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  another  petition  having  been  pre- 
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sented,  excepting  that  I  was  informed  of  it 
by  a  friend.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  matter, 
and  there  is  a  gentleman  in  this  Chamber  who 
can  sustain  the  assertion  I  am  making. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  regret  very  much  that 
this  discussion  has  taken  place  at  all ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  must  allow  that  it  is  a  very 
important  one.  If  the  question  had  been 
put  by  an  ordinary  member  of  the  House  I 
should  have  taken  no  notice  of  it ;  but,  as  I  read 
it,  it  is  simply  a  question  put  as  to  whether  the 
Premier  cannot  take  steps  to  make  the  Judges 
of  the  land  leave  the  important  business  com- 
mitted to  their  hands  and  at  once  take  charge 
of  this  petition.  That  is  the  real  position. 
If  you  read  the  question  strictly,  it  means  this : 
It  asks  the  Government  to  interfere  with  the 
due  administration  of  justice  so  that  this 
petition  should  be  taken  up  at  once.  I  have 
very  great  respect  for  justice,  and  I  maintain 
that  the  position  of  the  Judges  of  the  land 
should  not  be  interfered  with — ^no,  not  even  this 
House  should  interfere  with  them.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  was  justified 
in  putting  this  question  to  the  Premier ;  but  I 
think  the  Premier  is  quite  right,  and  that  no  in- 
terference should  take  place  with  this  matter  ; 
and  the  remarks  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  South  objected  to  were  simply 
drawn  from  him  by  an  interjection  made  by  an 
honourable  member  on  the  seats  opposite.  I 
hope  the  matter  will  now  bo  allowed  to  drop ; 
but  I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
is  quite  right,  and  that  we  should  not  allow 
a  question  of  this  nature  —  which  interferes 
with  the  work  of  the  Judges  —  to  be  brought 
before  this  House,  or  any  attempt  to  be  made 
to  influence  either  their  decisions  or  the 
rapidity  with  which  cases  should  be  dealt 
with.  I  say  no  pressure  or  influence  should  be 
brought  to  bear  to  interfere  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  I  feel  bound  to  make  these 
remarks,  because  the  question  itself  is  one 
which  should  not  have  come  from  any  member 
of  this  House,  and  especially  it  should  not 
have  come  from  a  member  with  the  experience 
and  occupying  the  high  position  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— Although  I  am  a  Maori, 
I  have  seen  from  the  newspapers  that  a  petition 
has  been  lodged  against  the  return  of  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  and  that 
the  sum  of  £100  has  been  lodged.  I  cannot 
understand  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata  that  he  has  not 
yet  become  aware  of  this  petition  having  been 
lodged ;  and  I  cannot  understand  how  it  was 
that  this  question  did  not  also  refer  to  the 
petition  which  has  been  lodged  against  the 
member  for  the  Eastern  IMaori  District. 

Mr.  MONK. — In  personal  explanation,  I  may 
remark  that  I  did  not  say  that  I  was  not  aware 
of  a  petition  having  been  lodged  against  the 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District.  I 
stated  that  I  had  not  read  it  in  the  papers. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Before  the  question  is  put,  I 

should  like  to  say,  in  reference  to  the  remarks 

made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson, 

that  it  is  within  the  privilege  of  any  member 

Mr.  Monk 


of  this  House  to  ask  what  has  been  done  by  the 
Government,  although  the  Government  them- 
selves do  not  consider  that  it  is  proper  to  lay 
before  the  House,  except  at  the  request  of  the 
House,  the  results  of  any  investigation  which 
may  have  been  made  by  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Have  they  held  an  investi- 
gation ? 

Mr.  HISLOP. — I  say  it  is  competent  for 
any  honourable  member  to  ask  what  has 
been  done.  I  do  not  say  whether  there  has 
or  has  not  been  an  investigation.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  which  has  been  put,  I 
agree  with  those  honourable  members  who 
say  that  perhaps  it  would  have  been  wiser  if 
this  question  had  not  been  put  at  all,  because 
the  information  asked  for  could  have  been  got 
from  other  sources ;  but  I  object  to  the  state- 
ment that  has  been  made  that  the  putting  of 
this  question  is  in  any  sense  an  indication  to 
the  Judges  that  they  should  refuse  to  do 
other  work  with  the  view  of  proceeding  with 
this.  The  question  does  not  bear  that  in- 
terpretation at  all,  but  is  simply  an  inquiry 
whether  it  is  practicable  or  not  to  have 
this  petition  heard.  The  very  fact  of  the 
question  being  asked  indicates  that  the  ques- 
tioner has  it  in  his  mind  that  there  is  other 
work  being  done  by  the  Judges  which  may  be 
of  greater  importance  than  that  referred  to  in 
the  question.  As  to  the  doctrine  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South, 
it  is  perfectly  absurd  to  stretch  that  doctrine 
to  the  extent  of  preventing  members  of  this 
House  from  asking  at  any  time  a  question  as 
to  the  administration  of  justice.  We  have  no 
cognisance  of  the  contents  of  any  petition 
which  is  before  the  Judges,  but  we  have  a  per- 
fect right,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
to  ascertain  whether  justice  is  being  delayed  or 
not.  It  is  a  perfectly  common  thing  in  the 
House  of  Conomons  and  the  House  of  Lords 
for  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  whether  delays 
are  taking  place  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice ;  and  it  is  the  privilege'  of  this  House  to 
ascertain  whether  it  is  necessary  that  some 
addition  should  be  made  to  the  judicial  adminis- 
tration of  the  country ;  and  the  only  way  in 
which  that  can  be  done  is  by  questions  directed 
to  the  official  head  of  the  judicial  body.  I 
think  the  importance  of  this  question  has  been 
exaggerated  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotetra  will  not 
thank  his  friends  who  have  made  so  much  of 
it.  The  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  has 
stated  that  he  is  anxious  that  the  petition, 
should  be  heard  as  soon  as  possible;  That  is 
not  only  the  manly  but  it  is  the  sensible  view 
to  take.  There  is  no  doubt,  whatever  our 
opinions  may  be  as  to  the  advisableness  or  not 
of  bringing  this  question  before  the  House, 
that  every  one  ought  to  desire  to  see  the  ques- 
tion of  a  person's  right  to  sit  in  this  House 
decided  as  soon  as  possible.  I  regret,  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru,  that  so  much 
has  been  made  of  this  matter;  I  reg^^et  the 
tone  the  debate  has  taken ;  and  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  see  that  it  is  far  more  in  consonanoe 
with  the  professions  of  honourable  membeis  to 
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allow  the  matter  to  rest  without  being  opened 
up  further. 

Sir  J.  Y 0  GE  L .  —  The  honourable  member 
hardly  apprehends  what  is  the  principal  cause 
of  complaint  in  this  matter,  which  I  take  to  be 
that  it  18  a  misfortune  that  any  question  should 
be  raised  in  the  House  which  involves  the  state- 
ment that  a  particular  member  is  being  peti- 
tioned against,  and  that  his  seat  is  therefore 
in  dispute.  I  take  it,  further,  that  it  is  par- 
ticularly unfortunate  that  only  one  case  about 
which,  in  common  with  others,  there  have  been 
a  great  many  rumours  should  be  mentioned 
in  a  question  of  this  kind ;  because  it  raises 
the  presumption  that  the  rumours  regarding 
other  cases  of  a  similar  kind  are  not  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  be  brought  before  the 
House.  Perhaps,  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  had  got  up  at  once  and  had  said 
frankly  that  be  had  made  a  mistake  in  refer- 
ring to  a  particular  member,  and  that  he  would 
have  done  better  to  have  put  the  matter  in  a 
general  way,  by  asking  if  it  was  true  that  there 
would  be  delay  in  considering  petitions  con- 
nected with  the  elections,  he  would  have  set 
the  minds  of  honourable  members  at  rest.  And 
I  presume  that  would  have  answered  the  pur- 
poses of  his  question,  for  I  understand  that  he 
merely  wished  to  raise  the  question  whether 
the  hearing  of  petitions  of  this  kind  should  be 
delayed. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  other  petitions. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — These  matters  are  only  to  be 
learned  from  the  newspapers,  and  a  groat  many 
petitions  have  been  spoken  of.  It  would,  I 
think,  have  been  much  better  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  mentioned  any  particular 
case ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  be 
surprised,  looking  at  the  relations  between  him- 
self and  the  Government,  if  a  great  many  per- 
sons thought  that  the  question  had  not  been 
put  without  having  been  first  submitted  or 
mentioned  to  the  Government;  but  I  think  I 
am  correct  in  saying  that  what  has  passed  will 
lead  to  the  opposite  conclusion — that  the 
honourable  member  has  put  the  question  with- 
out consulting  the  Government,  and  that  his 
object  was  not  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
House  specially.  That  being  the  case,  of  course 
it  removes  a  good  deal  of  the  objection  that 
was  very  naturally  raised  at  the  matter  being 
brought  before  the  House.  But  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  even  after  the  explanation  that 
has  been  given,  that  awkward  consequences 
may  not  follow  upon  this  question  being  sub- 
mitted. This  case  has  been  brought  before  the 
House,  and,  if  during  the  session  other  in- 
stances should  arise  of  necessity  to  again  refer 
to  it,  it  will  be  quite  open  to  honourable  mem- 
bets  to  do  so,  as  well  as  to  other  cases  which 
are  still  open,  and  are  likely  to  be  brought 
prominently  forward.  However,  I  fear  that,  as 
far  as  this  case  is  concerned,  the  mischief  is 
done,  and  discussions  in  the  House  must  take 
place,  more  especially  as  it  has  transpired  in 
the  '  House — what  was  notorious  outside  the 
House— that  the  Government  has  been  incur- 
ring a  considerable  amount  of  expense  over  this 


case  with  the  view  of  obtaining  evidence  upon 
it.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  as  to  that,  will  not 
say  anything  one  way  or  the  other.  He  will 
not  make  any  direct  statement.  I  need  scarcely 
tell  the  honourable  member  the  conclusion 
which  will  be  arrived  at  by  most  honourable 
members.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  did  not  designedly 
bring  this  case  before  the  House,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  he  had  said  that  it  was  an  oversight 
on  his  part  to  mention  a  special  case,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had  made  the 
question  more  general. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  this  discussion  has 
shown  that  some  of  the  conclusions  I  drew 
when  introducing  the  matter  were  true.  At 
any  rate,  they  have  not  been  denied.  But  I 
would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  this  ques- 
tion :  Is  he  not  aware  that  the  information  he 
has  sought  for  in  this  instance  could  have  been 
obtained  by  him  most  readily  if  he  had  gone  to 
the  office  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  asked  for 
it  ?  He  knows  as  well  as  any  member  of  this 
House  that,  if  you  wish  to  know  the  course  in 
which  business  is  to  be  taken  by  the  Judges, 
the  proper  way  of  getting  the  information  is,  not 
to  come  to  this  House,  but  to  go  to  those  who 
have  a  knowledge  of  what  cases  are  to  be  tried, 
and  when  they  are  to  be  tried.  You  might  as 
well  put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  as  to 
whether  any  ordinary  appeal  case  is  to  be 
heard  this  week  or  next,  if  the  honourable 
member's  procedure  in  this  case  is  correct. 
But,  Sir,  coming  to  the  main  question,  as  re- 
gards the  inquiry  alleged  to  have  been  made 
by  the  Public  Works  Department,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  asked  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  reply  to  it ;  but  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  reply  was  no  reply  at  all.  If  we 
are  to  take  the  statement  made  by  him,  it 
appears  that  an  inquiry  has  been  held  by  the 
department  touching  the  action  of  certain 
men  who  were  working  for  the  department, 
and  that  the  Government  have  the  informa- 
tion at  their  disposal,  but  that  it  will  not 
be  laid  before  the  House  unless  some  mem- 
ber tables  a  motion  requiring  that  to  be  done. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  usual  for  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  hold  inquiries  and  to 
ask  their  servants,  as  has  been  done  in  this 
case,  why  they  paid  their  passages  or  fares 
upon  a  train  on  a  given  day  to  go  to  a  certain 
place,  or  why  they  did  not  go  and  ask  for  a 
pass.  I  think  that  is  an  interference  with  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  that  no  free  men  working 
for  the  Government  should  tolerate,  and  that 
those  who  were  responsible  for  seeing  that 
these  men  got  justice  dene  to  them  should  not 
fail  to  say  that  no  such  inquiry  should  be 
made.  Still,  that  has  been  attempted  on  this 
occasion.  That  is  the  action  that  has  been 
taJcen,  and  it  has  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  the  defeated  candi- 
date. And  I  will  go  further.  I  believe  that 
we  shall  find,  when  that  correspondence  is  laid 
on  the  table,  that  copies  of  the  results  of  that 
inquiry  have  been  forwarded  to  the  solicitor 
for  the  defeated  candidate.  I  do  not  think  it 
was  ever  intended  that  the  machinery  of  the 
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Pablio  Works  Department  should  be  used  for 
znaking  inquiries  as  to  the  doings  of  employes 
in  the  Public  Works  Department  in  that  way, 
And  I  do  not  think  that  those  employes  should 
be  asked  to  answer  questions  such  as  have  been 
put  to  them  in  this  case.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary o^^dently  wishes  to  try  the  usual  ruse — 
-*'  Where  there  is  no  case,  abuse  the  other  side." 
He  attempted  to  say  that  my  arguments  were 
flimsy  and  of  no  weight ;  but  I  think  that  the 
answer  to  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
this  debate  has  taken  a  considerable  time,  and 
■that  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  House 
have  thought  it  wise  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  occasion,  and  have  taken  up  the  same  line 
that  I  had  taken — that  it  was  inadvisable  that 
this  question  should  have  been  put  at  all.  He 
wishes  to  screen,  if  possible,  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  in  asking  the  question,  by 
saying  that  it  refers  to  the  question  generally 
whether  there  is  too  much  work  for  the  Judges. 
Why,  at  this  particular  juncture,  should  the 
question  have  been  put?  Does  the  Colonial 
Secretary  wish  the  House  to  infer  that  it  is 
necessary  after  each  election,  under  the  present 
law,  to  appoint  a  Judge  to  inquire  into  the 
"various  petitions  ?  If  so,  ho  had  better  look  to 
the  law  and  have  it  amended,  for  under  its 
present  provisions  there  is  hardly  a  candidate 
who  is  not  guilty  of  a  breach  of  it.  I  will  say 
no  more,  except  that  I  feel  no  regret  at  having 
moved  in  the  matter.  I  shall  not,  however, 
press  the  motion  for  adjournment. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MARCHANT,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  names  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed, and  the  amounts  paid  to  them,  "  as  it 
seems  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General, 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Civil 
Service  Reform  Act." 

MINISTERIAL  ALLOWANCES,  ETC. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  THOMPSON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing  (1)  the  amount  of  money  drawn  by  each 
Minister  of  the  Crown  as  allowances  from  the 
31st  day  of  Mai  •  ii,  1887,  to  the  6th  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  showing  separately  the  amounts  drawn 
by  each  Minister  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September;  (2)  the  amount  of 
money  expended  in  and  upon  each  Ministerial 
residence  from  the  81st  day  of  March,  1887,  to 
the  6th  day  of  October  last:  he  said  return 
to  specify  the  difierent  items  of  expenditure. 

CROWN  AND  NATIVE  LANDS  RATING 
ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAD  MAN,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return   be  laid    before    this 
House  showing  separately  the  amounts  paid  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  each  local  body  in 
each  provincial  district  for  rates  under  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  in  con- 
tinuation of  Return  B.-15, 1886. 
Mr,  Seddon 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPER  FREE  LIST. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
of  all  persons  to  whom  are  now  supplied,  free 
of  cost,  Oatettes,  parliamentary  papers,  statutes, 
and  other  printed  matter  issued  from  the  Go- 
vernment Printing  Office. 

UNCOLLECTED  REVENUE. 
On  the  motion  of  Dr.  NEWMAN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  amounts  of  revenue  in  each 
provincial  district  uncollected  on  the  30th 
September,  1887,  (1)  from  goldfields,  (2)  from 
deferred -payment  settlers,  (3)  from  pastoral 
leases. 

Il^IPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 
This  Bill  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
third  time. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  in  moving  this 
resolution  it  will  perhaps  be  convenient  that  I 
should  make  a  short  statement  to  the  House  of 
the  present  position  of  this  work.  I  propose  to 
ask  the  House,  after  the  discussion  which  may 
be  taken  in  the  House,  to  go  into  Committee 
immediately  upon  the  question,  so  that  we  may 
consider  each  proposal  of  the  Government  more 
freely  than  we  could  possibly  do  in  tlie  House. 
When  the  present  Government  took  office  we 
found  the  position  of  affairs  to  be  this :  In  1884 
an  Act  was  passed  amending  the  Railways  Con- 
struction and  Land  Act  to  enable  this  railway  to 
be  constructed.  Under  the  amending  Act  and 
the  original  Act  a  contract  was  entered  into 
with  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  and  others  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway.  In  1886  a  company 
was  formed  in  England  called  the  Mi(Uand 
Railway  Company,  which  took  over,  after  some 
negotiations,  the  contract  from  the  persons  who 
originally  contracted  with  the  Government. 
Further  negotiations  went  on,  and  then  another 
provisional  contract  was  made  between  Mr. 
Brodie  Hoare  and  the  Government  here.  Mr. 
Brodie  Hoare,  a  director,  agreed  to  that  con- 
tract provisionally ;  but  when  the  contract  got 
Home  it  was  not  assented  to  by  the  company, 
and  further  proposals  in  the  way  of  amendment 
were  submitted  to  the  Government.  Then 
another  Act  was  passed,  an  Act  which,  honour- 
able members  will  remember,  contained  a  very 
curious  schedule.  It  comprised  the  correspon- 
dence which  had  taken  place  between  the 
Gk)vemment  and  the  company. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man excuse  me  for  interrupting  him  ?  The  Act 
was  passed  before  the  contract  was  entered 
into. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes  ;  I  beg  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  pardon :  the  Act  was  passed 
before  the  contract  was  entered  into.  The 
correspondence  was  put  in  the  schedule ;  and 
then  this  contract  to  which  I  refer  in  this 
resolution  was  made,  —  the  representative  of 
the  company,  ono  of  the  directors,  being  here, 
provisionally  agreeing  to  it.  When  he  got 
Home  the  company  declined  to  accept  that 
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contract.  We  had  twice  to  meet  the  difficulty 
in  this  way;  and  then  the  company  did  not 
see  their  way  to  sign  this  contract,  and  the 
oompany  then  made  several  amendments,  and 
submitted  the  contract  which  has  been  printed 
and  is  now  before  the  House.  That  was  the 
position  when  the  Government  took  office,  and 
we  had  to  consider  what  it  would  be  right  and 
advisable  to  do  under  these  circumstances — 
whether,  as  it  was  found  absolutely  impossible 
to  agree  with  the  company  under  the  present 
legislation,  it  was  advisable  to  ask  the  House 
for  further  ccAcessions.  The  Government  felt 
very  loth  to  do  this.  Parliament  had  settled, 
twice  over,  what  appeared  recksonable  terms, 
upon  which  they  determined  that  this  railway 
should  be  made.  But  when  the  Government, 
approaching  this  subject  rather  with  the  idea 
that  sufficient  concessions  had  already  been 
made,  came  to  consider  the  matter  and  to 
look  into  the  whole  of  the  circumstances,— 4ihe 
desirability  of  getting  this  work  done,  the 
present  condition  of  the  colony,  and  the  posi- 
tion which  the  whole  matter  had  got  into  in 
London, — it  seemed  to  the  Government  advis- 
able to  do  their  best  to  bring  this  contract  to 
a  successful  conclusion  if  possible.  I  would 
ask  all  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  rather 
opposed  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Go- 
Temment  to  give  further  concessions  to  con- 
sider this  point:  that  the  Government  really 
approached  this  subject  in  much  the  same 
frame  of  mind  as  that  in  which  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  now  approaching  it.  Like 
them,  the  Government  had  doubts  whether 
they  should  not  insist  on  the  Acts  as  they 
stood,  and  whether  they  should  not  tell  the 
company  that  they  had  said  the  last  they 
had  to  say  on  the  subject.  But  when  we  came 
to  look  at  the  whole  position, — the  condition  of 
New  Zealand,  the  position  this  contract  has  got 
into  in  London,  and  the  whole  circumstances 
of  our  credit  in  London, — it  seemed  to  the  Go- 
vernment wise  and  prudent  to  make  an  effort 
to  complete  the  contract,  if  that  were  possible. 
Of  course  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  always 
taken  a  favourable  view  of  this  railway — that 
I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as  a  work  that 
would  have  to  be  completed  sooner  or  later; 
but  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  number  of  my 
colleagues  took  quite  a  different  view ;  so  that 
I  hope  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  opposed 
to  this  railway  will  see  that  there  must  have 
been  very  great  weight  in  the  arguments  to 
induce  the  Government  to  take  the  view  which 
I  have  announced.  Now,  the  company  asked, 
apparently,  for  a  great  concession.  They  say, 
"You  agreed,  in  the  first  place,  to  give  us 
land  to  l^e  value  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  \'* 
and  that  is  quite  true,  from  one  point  of  view. 
But  there  was  also  a  proviso  that  none  of  the 
land  was  to  be  taken  at  less  than  10s.  an 
acre.  That  was  clearly  laid  down  in  the 
Act,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 
But  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  advance  the 
compcmy  money  say,  "Well,  if  the  Govern- 
ment have  agreed  to  give  you  land  worth 
£1,250,000,  surely  they  cannot  object  to  say  that 
the  land  is  worth  that  amount."    That  seems 


reasonable  enough.  The  company  are  quite 
satisfied,  as  I  myself  am  satisfied,  that  the 
land  we  have  given  will  realise  that  amount. 
I  do  not  disguise  for  a  moment  that  there  is  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  among  men  who  are 
competent  to  judge.  A  largo  number  of  men 
do  not  think  that  the  land  we  have  given  the 
company  is  worth  the  money  it  is  made 
to  represent.  On  the  other  hand,  num- 
bers of  competent  persons  say  that  it  is  worth 
the  money;  and  I  confess  that  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  when  the  railway  is 
made  this  land  will  realise  the  amount  we 
have  estimated  it  to  be  worth.  But  I  want 
the  House  clearly  to  understand  that  I  merely 
give  that  as  a  personal  opinion,  not  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  of  what  is  likely  to 
occur.  Well,  the  financiers  who  are  to  ad- 
vance the  money  say,  "If  it  is  worth  this,  do 
you  mind  saying  so  ?  '*  That  is  the  difficulty  in 
which  we  now  are.  Honourable  members  will 
understand  distinctly  that  the  Government 
have  come  to  the  conclusion — and  I  believe 
the  late  Government  came  also  to  that  con- 
clusion ;  at  any  rate,  we  are  quite  clear 
about  it — that  it  is  impossible  to  enter  into 
any  fresh  contract  without  further  legislation ; 
and  we  felt  that  we  were  not  at  all  justified  in 
entering  into  any  contract  with  this  company 
without  the  full  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 
We  felt  that  if  the  company  demanded  any- 
thing that  was  outside  the  four  comers  of  the 
Acts  we  had  no  right  to  commit  the  country 
to  that — practically  a  lawsuit;  and  therefore 
we  have  come  down  with  these  resolutions  in 
order  to  get  the  sanction  of  the  House  to  what 
we  propose.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we 
could  get  this  work  done  we  should  do  it.  As 
I  have  said,  some  think  the  land  is  worth  the 
amount  fixed,  others  do  not ;  but  I  should  like 
to  say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging — 
and  I  have  given  the  matter  a  good  deal  of 
consideration — it  will  be  a  wise  thing  for  the 
colony,  under  our  present  circumstances,  and 
under  the  circumstances  into  which  this  con- 
tract has  got  in  London,  and  looking  to  the 
men  who  are  dealing  with  us, — I  say  it  would 
be  advisable  to  give,  within  the  limits  of  the 
present  area,,  the  guarantee  they  ask.  I  know 
there  will  be  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  mat- 
ter, but  I  know  also  that  it  will  be  discussed 
not  from  a  narrow  point  of  view,  but  from  the 
large  point  of  view — that  of  the  interest  of  the 
colony  at  large.  Then,  I  look  at  it  in  this  way : 
I  say  that  I  believe  this  work  ought  to  be  done. 
I  should  have  liked  to  put  it  off  for  a  few  years ; 
I  think  we  have  made  a  mistake  in  com- 
mencing it  too  soon  ;  but  the  Legislature  has 
agreed  that  it  shall  bo  made  upon  certain 
terms,  and  the  only  question  to  be  determined 
is,  not  whether  it  is  wise  to  make  this  railway 
— that  has  been  already  determined  by  more 
than  one  Act — but  whether  it  is  advisable,  in 
order  to  get  it  made,  to-  concede  a  little  more 
than  we  have  done  hitherto.  Looking  at  it 
from  that  point  of  view,  I  submit  that  I  believe 
that,  whether  this  land  is  worth  the  money  or 
not,  we  should  give  the  guarantee  that  is  asked 
for.    We  can  run  no  further  risk  in  giving  this 
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guarantee.  But  I  do  not  think  that  ^e  could 
consent  to  what  the  company  propose — that  is, 
to  their  taking  the  land  all  over  the  colony. 
We  must  strictly  confine  any  further  conces- 
sions to  the  land  within  the  proclaimed  district, 
and  I  hope  the  House  will  see  its  way  to  going 
so  far ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
company  will  be  satisfied  with  that  concession. 
I  hope  the  House  will  see  its  way  to  grant  what 
the  Government  propose  here — that  is,  a  further 
concession  within  the  proclaimed  district.  Then, 
there  is  another  very  important  point — that  is, 
the  question  of  mining  within  the  district. 
That  is  a  very  complicated  and  very  difficult 
question;  and  the  Government,  after  careful 
inquiry,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  if 
they  take  authority  to  proclaim  750,000  acres, 
that  will  leave  the  question  open  as  it  was 
under  the  contract.  That  will  cover  all  the 
possible  mining  area  which  is  likely  to  be  re- 
quired for  mining  purposes.  Therefore  we 
propose  to  take  authority  to  proclaim  a  defi- 
nite amoimt  of  750,000  acres,  and,  in  doing 
that,  we  propose  to  give  to  the  company  the 
advantage  of  selecting  other  land  all  over  the 
district  without  taking  alternate  blocks.  Now, 
I  know  that  there  is  in  the  minds  of  some 
honourable  members  an  idea  that  in  granting 
these  concessions  we  are  giving  away  what  is 
called  the  birthright  of  the  colony ;  but  I  sub- 
mit that  directly  the  company  has  obtained 
this  land  they  will  be  subject  to  taxation  like 
the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  we  may  be 
quite  certain  that  the  land  will  never  be  re- 
tained without  settlement,  simply  because  of 
the  taxation  put  upon  it.  These  two  are  the 
main  points — the  others  are  mere  matters  of  de- 
tail for  consideration  in  Committee — and  these 
are  the  two  points  on  which  I  think  it  is  right 
that  we  should  explain  our  views  to  the  House. 
Are  we  prepared  to  give  further  concessions  by 
saying  that,  if  the  amount  of  land  we  have  given 
to  the  company  does  not  reach,  upon  sale,  the 
amount  estinugbed,  we  are  prepared  to  make  up 
the  amount  to  the  company  with  other  land. 
We  have  taken  care,  as  honourable  members 
will  see,  to  provide  against  imtimely  and  im- 
proper sale.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  should  make  the 
concession  that  I  have  stated.  The  second 
point  that  we  have  to  see  to  is  to  provide 
that  work  on  the  goldfields  is  not  interrupted. 
I  think  the  provision  I  have  described  is  of 
such  a  nature  that  there  is  no  fear  of  inter- 
ruption to  the  mining  industry.  The  other 
provisions,  as  I  have  said,  are  more  matters  of 
detail,  although  they  are  of  considerable  im- 
portance. For  example,  honourable  gentle- 
men are  aware  that  there  is  a  provision  in  the 
Act  of  1885  which  insists  on  the  company  being 
registered  in  New  Zealand.  It  will  be  seen 
that  I  have  given  notice  of  a  resolution  that 
the  company  shall  be  incorporated  here ;  but, 
if  we  insist  upon  that,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
will  break  up  the  company,  because  it  would 
practically  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  get 
their  money  at  Home.  What  I  shall  propose, 
when  I  come  to  that  resolution,  is  that  we 
shall  bind  the  company  to  have  a  representative 
Major  Atkinson 


here  who  can  be  sued  and  sue.  We  shall  not 
consent  to  the  company  being  simply  domiciled 
in  England,  and  subject  only  to  the  English 
Courts ;  but  if  there  should  be  lawsuits,  which 
I  hope  will  not  be  the  case,  we  must  insist 
that  they  shall  be  tried  in  the  Courts  of  law  of 
the  colony.  I  hope  when  honourable  members 
carefully  read  the  contract  they  will  see  that 
the  Government,  under  the  circumstances,  have 
made  the  best  of  a  very  difficult  bargain.  We 
have  approached  the  subject  with  great  doubt ; 
but  we  have  felt  that,  whatever  our  feelings 
with  regard  to  the  original  contract  may  be, 
we  have  to  consider  the  interest  of  the  colony 
at  this  time,  and  its  position  in  the  Home- 
country,  and  not  to  allow  any  party  feeling  to 
enter  into  the  matter.  I  hope  the  House  will 
go  into  Committee  on  these  resolutions,  that 
we  shall  have  a  friendly  discussion  on  them, 
and  that  we  shall  come  out  of  Committee  with 
such  resolutions  as  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
company  and  beneficial  to  the  country  as  a 
whole.  "l  beg  to  move.  That  the  House  go  into 
Committee  to  consider  the  resolutions. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL. — I  must  begin  by  saying  that 
I  think  the  House  is  indebted  to  the  honour- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
for  the  clear  and  concise  manner  in  which  he 
has  stated  the  case.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
words  which  I  wish  to  add,  to  explain  some 
part  of  the  past  history  of  the  matter.  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  place  on  record  that,  when 
the  first  syndicate  made  an  arrangement  in 
London  to  transfer  the  rights  they  had  ac- 
quired to  the  English  company,  it  became 
necessary  for  them,  before  tbey  could  make  the 
arrangement,  to  procure  from  the  Government 
an  assurance  that  some  modification  would  be 
made  in  the  contract  which  they  held.  The 
form  which  these  modifications  assumed  was 
stated  in  certain  correi^ndence  between  the 
Agent-General  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany. The  Government  subsequently  had  to 
ask  the  House  for  authority  to  vary  the  con- 
tract in  a  manner  to  accord  with  the  oone- 
spondence.  Now,  the  correspondence  was  of  a 
wide  and  general  nature,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible,  acting  only  on  its  own  ideas,  for  the 
Government  to  put  in  precise  terms  for  legis- 
lation the  variations  which  the  company  asked 
and  the  Agent-General  agreed  to  give  in  the 
existing  contract.  It  was  left  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  variations  to  be  made  could  only  be 
defined  by  mutual  arrangement.  Therefore 
the  Government  could  only  put  the  correspond- 
ence in  the  schedule.  When  the  Act  was  passed 
with  that  schedule  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  frame  the  contract ;  and  the  com- 
pany empowered  its  representatives  to  make  the 
contract,  with  a  provision  that  its  final  accept- 
ance should  rest  with  the  English  board.  Then 
the  very  difficult  question  arose  as  to  the  way 
in  which  the  correspondence  should  be  inter- 
preted, and  it  was  considered  very  desirable  by 
the  Government  to  press  two  particular  points : 
first,  that,  instead  of  the  land  being  at  once 
selected  throughout  the  area  put  apart  for  selec- 
tion, it  should  be  selected  from  time  to  time  as 
the  company  found  it  desirable  to  put  the  por- 
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tion  solected  to  useful  purposes  of  settlement, 
or  "whatever  purpose  they  proposed.  The  object 
served  by  delaying  the  definition  of  the  land 
which  the  company  was  to  have  was  thus 
a  very  important  one.  In  my  remarks  I  shall 
use  the  word  *'  area  "  as  indicating  that  portion 
of  the  country  from  which  the  company  was  to 
take  its  land.  By  allowing  the  company  to  take 
land  in  different  parts  of  the  area  the  Govern- 
ment received  the  fullest  assurance  that  the  land 
that  was  most  valuable  and  most  required  for 
settlement  would  be  taken  as  it  could  be  used. 
Otherwise,  if  the  laud  was  set  apart  for  the 
company  without  their  having  earned  it  for, 
say,  ten  years,  there  might  be  parts  of  the 
land  which  the  company  had  not  yet  earned 
by  their  works  being  finished  that  might  be 
required  for  useful  purposes,  and  which  the 
Government  might  be  in  a  position  to  use,  but 
might  be  precluded  from  using.  That  was 
especially  the  case  in  regard  to  mining  purposes. 
It  would  almost  infallibly  arise  that  land  would 
from  time  to  time  be  required  for  mining 
purposes  which  would  not  be  reached  by  the 
company  through  their  not  having  constructed 
the  section  of  railway  to  which  that  particular 
land  referred.  Then  there  would  be  a  great 
deal  of  necessary  expense  for  surveying,  and  it 
would  be  surveyed  only  in  an  arbitrary  manner, 
without  reference  to  its  being  required  for  use- 
ful purposes.  This  was  an  object  very  useful 
both  to  the  company  and  the  Government,  and 
we  found  the  company  ready  to  meet  us  on  that 
basis.  Therefore  the  next  contract  had  this 
very  different  point  from  the  original  contract: 
that,  instead  of  the  land  being  surveyed  and 
set  apart  for  particular  sections,  it  is  now 
available  for  taking  from  time  to  time  in  such 
quantities  as  the  company  needs  for  useful  pur- 
poses. That,  in  my  opinion,  meets  the  mining 
question  to  the  utmost  extent,  for  it  meets  it  in 
thi:<  way :  that  until  the  company  has  earned 
each  piece  of  land  it  can  be  taken  for  min- 
ing purposes  just  the  same  as  ordinary  Crown 
land.  Then  we  put  in  a  further  provision, 
that  when  the  company  elected  to'  take  a  parti- 
cular portion  of  land  two  months*  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  Government,  during  which  time 
the  Government  might  object  to  that  land 
being  taken  on  account  of  its  being  required 
for  particular  purposes,  as,  for  instance,  min- 
ing purposes.  But  the  company  subsequently 
discovered  that  under  the  Gold -mining  Act 
large  reservations  of  the  land  might  be  made, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  being  wanted  imme- 
diately for  mining  purposes,  but  on  account  of 
the  prospective  chance  of  its  being  required ;  and 
the  company  saw  they  were  to  be  put  under  a 
doable  check,  as  it  were.  Not  only  might  this 
great  quantity  of  land  be  withdrawn,  but  power 
was  left  to  the  Government  to  refuse  to  allow 
them  to  take  other  land  as  well,  on  account  of 
its  being  possibly  wanted  for  mining  purposes. 
I  congratulate  the  Government  on  the  way  in 
which  they  have  got  over  the  difficulty  by  sug- 
gesting that  we  should  still  have  in  the  contract 
the  provision  giving  the  right  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  two  months'  notice,  during  which  they 
can  object  to  any  land  being  tekken,  but  meet- 


ing the  company  to  the  extent  of  saying  that 
the  quantity  the  Government  would  reserve 
for  mining  purposes  would  be  limited  to  the 
considerable  area  of  750,000  acres.  Looking 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  West  Coast  min- 
ing districts,  I  cannot  but  think  that  if  750,000 
acres  are  reserved  for  mining  purposes  the 
whole  district  will  bo  very  fortunate  in  know- 
ing that  such  a  large  area  is  being  devoted  to 
that  purpose.  As  regards  the  guarantee  pro- 
vision, I  think  that  is  quite  capable  of  an  ex- 
planation of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  Act 
provides  that  the  land  shall  be  valued,  but  none 
shall  be  taken  at  less  value  than  10s.  an  acre. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  land  which  is 
valued  over  10s.  may  bo  presumed  to  have  that 
value ;  but  in  the  case  of  land  valued  at  10s.  it 
is  possible  that  it  may  not  be  worth  that,  but 
merely  put  in  at  the  minimum  price  the  Act 
allows.  The  company  says,  **  We  do  not  ask  yon 
to  guarantee  that  the  value  of  all  the  land  is 
£1,250,000  at  the  time  at  which  the  valuation 
is  to  be  taken — that  is,  before  its  value  has 
been  considerably  enhanced  by  the  making  of 
the  railway.  All  we  ask  is  that  by  the  time 
the  railway  is  completed  it  shall  have  proved 
itself  to  be  of  the  value  which  it  ought  to 
have  been  at  the  time  the  railway  was  com- 
menced." That  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
an  extravagant  demand;  and,  personally,  I 
concur  with  the  Premier  in  thinking  that  the 
guarantee  is  one  which  involves  no  risk  to  the 
colony.  In  fact  I  look  upon  it  in  this  way 
—and  I  feel  sure  that  the  company  look  upon 
it  in  this  way :  that,  while  they  ask  us  for  a 
guarantee  of  minimum  value,  they  agree  that 
that  minimum  value  shall  not  be  arrived  at 
until  they,  by  building  the  railway,  have  done 
that  which  will  insure  the  minimum  value 
being  exceeded.  But  there  is  the  second  of 
the  two  particular  points  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  on  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment took  the  very  strongest  possible  stand. 
Thev  said  they  were  inclined  to  make  a  con- 
trail of  a  more  liberal  nature  if  they  were 
assured  that  the  company  would  begin  and 
continue  the  work  from  the  three  ends — from 
the  West  Coast  end,  the  Nelson  end,  and  the 
Canterbury  end.  It  was  pointed  out  to  the 
company  that,  though  we  did  not  for  a  moment 
suspect  it  of  any  such  intention,  yet  it  was 
quite  possible  for  the  company  to  carry  out  its 
operations  only  at  the  West  Coast  end,  and  not 
to  extend  them  farther  unless  they  found  it 
desirable  to  do  so ;  and  we  said  in  that  case 
the  whole  intention  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  frustrated,  because  the  desire  was  that  there 
should  be  through  communication  from  the 
East  to  the  West  Coast,  and  also  to  Nelson. 
The  Government  said,  therefore,  that  the 
liberality  with  which  they  would  be  prepared 
to  negotiate  for  a  fresh  contract  would  depend 
upon  the  assurances  they  might  receive  that 
the  works  would  be  begun  and  continued  at 
the  three  ends.  The  company  reluctantly 
consented,  not  because,  they  said,  there  was 
any  doubt  of  their  going  on  with  the  railway, 
but  because  it  was  cheaper  for  them  to  con- 
tinue the  railway  from  the  West  Coast  only. 
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That  was  unquestionably  the  fact,  and  honour- 
able members  will  see  it  is  so  in  a  moment 
if  they  reflect  that,  in  the  construction  of  a 
railway,  t];ie  carriage  of  material  is  a  very 
considerable  item.  Now,  on  the  West  Coast 
end  they  have  only  to  carry  their  material 
over  eight  miles  of  Government  line,  which 
involves  a  very  trifling  cost ;  but  at  the  Spring- 
field end  they  would  have  to  go  over  forty- seven 
miles  of  Government  line,  and  there  is  a  long 
distance  at  the  Nelson  end.  Therefore  as  a 
matter  of  economy  it  would  be  cheaper  for 
them  to  construct  the  railway  solely  from  the 
West  Coast  end.  I  ask  the  House  to  recollect 
this,  because  from  it  honourable  members  will 
see  that  the  company  has  made  a  sacrifice 
in  agreeing  to  proceed  from  the  three  ends. 
The  Government,  at  a  very  early  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  satisfied  themselves  that  the  com- 
pany was  composed  not  only  of  very  influential 
men,  but  of  men  who  would  deal  with  the 
colony  with  a  keen  sense  of  honour,  and  with 
the  feelings  of  upright,  high-charactered  men 
in  whom  they  could  thoroughly  trust,  and  who 
would  not  ask  any  more  than  the  colony  might 
fairly  give,  or  any  more  than  enough  to  enable 
them  to  carry  out  their  undertaking — that  is  to 
say,  that  they  would  only  ask  for  such  conces- 
sions as  would  enable  them  to  obtain  their 
money  upon  fairly  favourable  terms.  It  was  a 
great  comfort  to  have  to  deal  with  a  company  of 
such  a  nature,  because  we  had  a  right  to  feel  that 
they  would  not  talie  any  undue  advantage  of  us. 
Instructions  then  were  given  to  the  Agent-Gene- 
ral to  make  any  modifications  in  the  contract 
which  he  could  make  within  the  four  corners 
of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  Government  as 
given  to  it  by  the  Legislature.  There  was  no 
object  in  going  beyond  that,  because,  obviously, 
if  we  were  to  go  outside  of  our  powers  we  should 
have  to  refer  again  to  the  House.  There  was  no 
opportunity  of  referring  to  the  House  during 
the  first  short  session  this  year — it  is  only  now 
that  the  opportunity  has  arisen  of  again  refer- 
ring the  matter  to  Parliament.  Therefore  that 
must  explain  to  honourable  members  how  it 
was  that  the  Agent- General,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  some  friction  with  the  company,  con- 
tinued to  insist  that  the  negotiations  should  be 
confined  within  the  powers  possessed  by  the 
Government.  When  Parliament  was  about 
again  to  meet  for  an  ordinary  session  it  became 
clear  that  the  powers  possessed  by  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  con- 
clude a  contract  satisfactory  to  the  company, 
and  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  the  addi- 
tional concessions  required  were  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  make  it  preferable  to  granting 
them  to  end  the  contract  or  to  delay  its  frui- 
tion for  an  indefinite  period.  I  fully  agree 
with  the  Hon.  the  Premier — and  I  am  glad  at 
the  way  he  put  it— that  the  interest  of  the 
whole  colony  is  concerned  in  this  great  work 
being  proceeded  with.  As  to  the  question 
of  granting  powers  in  addition  to  those  which 
the  Government  already  possess,  it  is  no  doubt 
apparent  to  honourable  members  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  company  at  Home,  of  its  legal 
advisers,  and  of  the  fiiianciers  with  whom  it 
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is  dealing,  the  extra  powers  are  of  so  slight  a 
character  that  they  do  not  even  insist  upon 
their  being  ratified  by  the  Legislature.  They 
are  quite  satisfied  to  take  the  assurance  of  the 
Government,  saying  :  "  We  do  not  ask  yon  to 
give  a  guarantee.  We  do  not  consider  it  to  be 
a  guarantee.  We  merely  ask  you  to  say  that 
this  land  shall  not  fetch  on  sale  less  than  the 
value  ascribed  to  it  at  the  time  the  railway 
was  started.  We  consider  that  no  Government 
would  be  justified  in  refusing  the  promise  to 
make  good  to  the  company  the  deficiency  if 
it  should  happen  to  ]  trove  that  the  land  does 
not  fetch,  after  three  millions  has  been  spent 
in  its  vicinity  to  give  communication  through- 
out it,  the  value  that  it  was  taken  at  before  any 
of  that  money  was  spent.  It  is  obvious  that 
in  such  a  case  we  should  have  a  claim  to  such 
compensation,  and  we  shall  be  quite  satisfied  if 
you  will  recognise  that  in  such  a  case  wc  should 
have  a  claim.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  for  power,  unless  by  the  end  of 
1890  it  should  bo  found  that  you  will  have  to 
act  on  tho  assurance  for  which  we  ask.  We 
do  not  consider  it  necessary,  because  we  are 
working  under  a  conviction  that  the  land  will 
be  worth  far  more:  we  are  fully  persuaded 
that  the  land  will  be  worth  far  more  than  the 
amount  when  the  railway  is  concluded."  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  Government  take  the 
view  that  they  may  well  give  the  company 
the  guarantee ;  and  I  think  the  amendments 
they  propose  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  company  are  fair  and  reasonable.  I  may 
say  that  the  Premier  and  the  Attomey-Genenil 
did  Mr.  Richardson  and  myself  the  honour  to 
ask  us  to  meet  them,  and  we  explained  our 
views  as  to  the  modifications  which  we  thought 
should  be  made  to  the  requests  made  by  the 
company  —  modifications  which  we  thought 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  company  and 
better  for  the  colony.  The  Government  have 
gone  even  beyond  the  points  that  were  dis- 
cussed at  that  mterview,  and  I  feel  that  the 
modifications  which  they  now  propose  are  of  an 
essential  and  desirable  character,  and  yet  of 
such  a  nature  as  the  company  is  not  likely  to 
refuse.  As  we  come  to  tho  various  points  I 
shall  make  some  suggestions  to  the  Govern-  | 
ment  as  to  further  modifications,  but  I  shall  ' 
not  take  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  them  ' 
unless  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes.  I  ; 
shall  be  satisfied  if  the  honourable  gentleman  | 
tells  me  he  will  give  them  his  consideration.  i 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— My  object  in  speak- 
ing is  not  to  oppose  further  consideration  being 
given  to  this  important  question,  but  to  present 
two  or  three  facts  in  a  light  in  which  they  have 
not  been  presented  by  the  two  previous  speak- 
ers. I  may  say  at  the  outset  that  this  com- 
pany is  likely  to  fare  very  well  by  the  apparent 
outbidding  of  parties  in  connection  with  this 
very  important  question,  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  satisfy  some  honourable  members  that 
some  of  the  concessions  proposed  are  not  such 
as  can  be  fairly  demanded  by  the  company 
or  conceded  by  the  colony.  I  think  the  time 
has  gone  past  when  the  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway  could  be  open  for 
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consideration.  The  Legislature  has,  after 
many  discussions,  decided  that  it  shall  be  con- 
structed. I  think  several  reasons  I  shall  now 
give  ought  to  convince  honourable  members 
that  the  concessions  it  is  now  proposed  to  give 
the  company  are  not  fair  ones.  It  is  well 
known  that  two  or  three  of  the  present  Minis- 
ters had  previously  taken  up  an  attitude  quite 
opposed  to  that  the  Premier  has  now  taken  up. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes  ;  I  said  so. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Yes  ;  and  now  con- 
cessions are  brought  forward,  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  which 
they  are  members,  which  are  totally  hostile  to 
what  they  but  lately  advocated.  I  suppose  it 
is  simply  a  case  of  having  to  pocket  their 
opinions.  What  I  wish  to  say  on  the  question 
is  this :  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  all  the 
parties  are  not  in  New  Zealand,  so  as  to  nego- 
tiate the  matter  fairly,  ajid  discuss  it  point  by 
point.  I  realise  the  great  difficulty  the  Agent- 
General  has  experienced  in  carrying  out  his  in- 
structions from  the  Government  here  on  the 
one  hand,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  about  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  in  London  on  the 
other.  No  one  reading  the  correspondence  can 
oome  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  the 
Agent-Geneml  is  eminently  qualified  for  the 
responsible  position  that  he  occupies,  and  that 
he  has  protected  the  colony  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment  against  the  concessions  which  this 
oompany  tned  to  exact.  I  say,  further,  that, 
if  these  bargains  between  the  company  and  the 
colony  are  not  put  in  more  precise  form  and 
clearer  language  than  they  are  in  at  present, 
the  whole  thing  will  end  in  a  series  of  gigantic 
lawsuits,  in  which  the  colony  is  bound  to  suffer. 
I  submit,  further,  that  these  contracts  are  being 
still    further  complicated  by  these   proposed 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  these  amendments 
are  agreed  to  hy  the  House  we  ishall  propose 
an  entirely  new  contract,  and  a  short  Bill  to 
give  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that ;  because  I  would  defy  even  a  Phil- 
adelphia lawyer  to  get  the  real  terms  of  the 
contract  out  of  the  confused  mass  of  printed 
matter  put  before  us.  Now,  there  are  two 
main  concessions  proposed — the  first,  that  we 
shall  guarantee  that  the  land  shall  realise 
£1,250,000.  This  question  was  fought  out  very 
keenly  during  the  discussion  on  the  proposals 
in  former  session,  and  after  very  full  considera- 
tion it  was  deliberately  resolved  that  the  Icbnd 
shoold  be  deemed  to  be  of  not  less  value  than 
10b.  an  acre.  We  never  guaranteed  that  it 
should  be  of  that  value.  We  simply  said  that 
no  land  should  be  taken  at  a  less  valuation 
than  lOs.  an  acre.  That  arrangement  was 
entered  into  with  a  syndicate  in  New  Zealand 
— simply  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  put 
themselves  forward,  not  assuming  anv  personal 
responsibility,  but  just  drifting  the  thing  on  to 
the  London  market  and  off  their  own  shoulders. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  whole  object  of 
that  agreement.  The  distinct  agreement  come 
to  was  that  the  land  should  be  of  not  less  value 
lor  mlaation  purposes  than  lOs.  per  acre.    This 
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company  took  over  that  contract ;  and  not  long 
after  they  did  so  they  came  to  the  conclusion — ' 
in  consequence,  probably,  of  some  remarks  of 
honourable  members  in  this  House  or  through- 
out the  colony — that  it  was  an  unwise  thing; 
They  thought  the  contract  was  not  quite  good 
enough,  and  said,  '*  We  want  a  guarantee  that 
the  land  is  of  the  actual  value  of  lOs.  per 
acre."  They  ask  for  a  totally  different  thing 
from  that  which  the  Legislature  agreed  to.  I 
say  this  colony  may  in  the  end  be  mulcted  in 
a  very  large  sum  to  make  up  this  deficiency 
if  these  concessions  are  granted.  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  the  Government  propose  to 
put  on  a  check  by  providing  that  the  Surveyor- 
General's  consent  is  to  be  obtained  to  any  sale. 
I  say  that  is  a  radical  departure  from  the  origi- 
nal contract,  and  it  is  a  departure  which  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  this  House  should 
entertain.  With  regard  to  the  other  proposal — 
and  that  is  a  very  important  one,  namely,  as  to 
the  company  being  entitled  to  select  alternate 
blocks — that  was  very  fully  discussed  in  the 
House.  The  advantages  to  the  colony  were 
these :  When  the  railway  was  constructed  and 
the  company  selected  particular  blocks  the 
company  was  likely  to  sell  that  land,  and  we 
should  thus  have  the  enhanced  value  of  the 
alternate  blocks,  owing  to  the  line  having  gone 
through  them  and  settlement  having  taken 
place  on  the  company's  land.  That  is  a  very 
important  and  material  distinction.  What  we 
are  asked  to  agree  to  now  is  this :  They  wish  to 
deprive  us  of  the  right  we  have  to  select  alter- 
nate blocks.  If  a  man  cuts  up  a  township  he 
will  keep  the  comers  or  particular  sections, 
knowing  that  through  other  sections  being 
occupied  these  comers  will  have  an  enhanced 
value ;  and  so  it  WGks  intended  by  the  colony  in 
reference  to  this  railway.  We  were  making  a 
large  grant  of  land — equal  to  50  per  cent,  of  the 
cost  of  the  line— and  our  return  for  that  was 
to  be  the  enhanced  value  these  alternate  blocks 
would  yield  to  the  colony.  Now  we  are  asked 
to  abandon  that — one  of  the  most  important 
considerations  which  influenced  this  House  in 
agreeing  to  this  contract.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ghristohurch  North  spoke  of  this 
company  in  very  high  terms.  I  have  no  per^ 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  company,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  correspondence  between  the 
company  and  the  Agent-General  does  not  im- 
press one  very  much  with  the  high  tone  of  the 
company  as  indicated  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber tor  Christchuroh  North.  The  correspond- 
ence leaves  a  very  unsatisfactory  impression 
on  my  mind.  For  instance,  what  they  did 
was  this :  After  this  contract  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Agent-General  and  returned 
they  make  radical  alterations  in  the  draft. 
They  say  to  the  Agent-Gteneral,  "Copies  are 
also  about  to  be  sent  to  representatives  of  the 
company  in  New  Zealand,  one  of  which,  in 
order  to  save  time,  will  bear  the  company's 
seal."  That  is  to  say,  this  company  has  done 
this  without  the  consent  of  the  Agent-GeneraK 
They  make  important  alterations  in  the  draft 
which  the  Agent-General  has  previously  seen, 
and  send  oat  a  sealed  document  to  the  oolony^ 
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with  the  view  of  trying  to  fozoe  the  hand  of  the 
oolony  to  accept  that. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— No. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  deny  the  correspondence  ? 

An  Hon.  Mexbeb. — It  was  to  save  time. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— What  was  the 
object  of  putting  the  seal  to  the  document? 
The  Agent-General  properly  resented  that. 
Fancy  a  person  in  business  attempting  to  force 
upon  you  an  executed  document  to  the  terms 
of  which  you  had  not  agreed  I  One  would 
almost  have  the  impression  that  the  oolony 
was  placing  itself  under  the  thumb  of  some 
London  company — that  the  company  were  a 
sort  of  paternal  benefactors  to  us,  and  that 
practically  we  were  to  do  pretty  well  what  they 
asked  us  to  do.  This  is  a  letter  which  they 
wrote  to  the  Agent-General:  **My  directors 
would  in  the  first  place  observe  that  they 
consider  the  New  Zealand  Midland  Railway  to 
be  a  national  undertaking,  and  therefore  of 
more  importance  than  an  ordinary  commercial 
affair."  What  does  it  matter  to  them  ?  It  is 
purely  a  matter  of  what  they  can  get  out  of 
the  concern.  They  are  not  interested  in  pro- 
moting the  settlement  of  this  colony.  They  go 
on  to  say,  "  They  have  undertaken  the  work  in 
ibis  spirit,  and  in  this  spirit  they  intend  to 
carry  it  through."  Do  honourable  members 
believe  that  the  sole  object  this  company  was 
formed  for  is  to  promote  the  interests  of  New 
Zealand — that  it  was  pure  philanthropy  ?  It 
is  purely  a  question  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence  with  tbem,  and  if  they  could  not  have 
seen  their  way  to  make  money  out  of  it  they 
would  not  have  started  this  railway.  The 
object  of  this  company  is  not  philanthropy, 
but  money. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Very  well ;  why  did 
they  not  say  so  ?  Why  did  they  not  say  the  ob- 
ject of  the  company  is  to  make  money  out  of 
this  railway?  They  say,  "  It  is  therefore  with 
much  regret  and  disappointment  that  they  note 
the  summary  dismissal  of  a  scheme  which  was 
produced  in  perfectly  good  faith,  which  was 
Ukir,  clear,  and  businesslike,  which  was  based 
on  the  expressed  views  of  the  New  Zealand  Gto- 
▼emment."  That,  I  think,  is  very  clearly  shown 
not  to  be  the  case.    They  further  say, — 

**  Subsequently,  in  order  to  save  expense  and 
trouble,  a  valuation  of  the  area  within  which 
the  company  has  the  option  of  selecting  lands 
was  made  by  the  Surveyor-General,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  company,  under  which  the  com- 
pany will  receive  about  2,804,000  acres  to 
represent  their  £1,250,000  in  value." 

In  connection  with  this  I  may  point  out  a 
very  flagrant  error.  In  the  original  Act  it 
says,  *'  Provided  further  that  the  cost  of  the 
railway  for  such  computation  shall  not  exceed 
jgl,500,000."  That,  I  think,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  see  is  a  mistake. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  that  has  reference 
to  the  first  contract.    Read  the  last. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  am  reading  from 
the  Act.  Of  course  there  may  be  some  expla- 
nation of  it  otherwise.  There  is  this  further 
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point  to  be  considered — and  I  wish  honooiable 
members  to  bear  in  mind  that  I  am  only  doing 
what  I  consider  to  be  my  duty  in  pointing  oat 
certain  features  of  the  contract,  so  that  some 
honourable  members  who  may  not  have  read  the 
correspondence  may  understand  the  question: 
Now,  the  total  nominal  capital  of  this  company 
is  only  half  a  million.  I  do  not  know  how  thej 
propose  to  finance  to  any  extent  upon  a  nonu- 
nal  capital  of  that  kind,  considering  what  the 
cost  of  the  railway  may  be.  I  say  this  cooe- 
spondence  justifies  the  Agent-General  in  taking 
up  the  position  he  does.  It  is  a  position  whioo 
I  feel  IS  a  perfectly  fair  one.  He  says  that 
"  the  terms  mdicate  such  a  radical  departute 
from  the  original  contract  that  I  do  not  believe 
the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand  will  agree  to 
them." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  not  his  buainess  to 
say  that. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  Agent-Oeneial 
is  perfectly  entitled  to  express  his  opinion,  and 
I  think  it  is  an  opinion  with  which  a  laam 
number  of  members  of  this  House  will  fully 
concur.  We  are  told  by  the  Premier  that  we 
must  make  these  concessions,  otherwise  tba 
company  will  not  be  able  to  finance  in  the 
London  market.  Was  not  that  a  matter  foe 
them  to  consider  before  entering  into  the  con- 
tract? Are  we  to  go  on  makmg  concession 
after  concession?  Bear  in  mind  that  this  is 
not  the  last  concession  that  will  be  asked  for 
this  company.  Once  they  get  a  thorough  hold 
of  the  colony  they  will  bleed  it  very  freely,  I 
believe.  Then,  we  are  told  that  one  object  of 
this  legislation  is  to  avoid  lawsuits.  I  am  very 
much  afraid  that  these  lawsuits  will  not  be 
avoided.  As  to  this  question  of  having  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  company  liable  to  be  saed  in 
the  colony,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  there 
is  any  real  practical  advantage  in  that.  Sup- 
posing such  a  person  were  appointed,  he  could 
take  his  departure  at  any  moment.  You  will 
have  to  go  to  England  to  enforce  jadgmenis. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  further,  beyond 
stating  that  there  is  an  evident  desire  in  the 
House  at  present  for  one  party,  so  to  speak,  to 
outbid  the  other  in  connection  with  this  con- 
tract. Honourable  members  may  say  "  Yes  " 
and  **  No  "  as  they  please,  but  we  idaow  very 
well  what  the  temper  of  the  House  was  when 
the  Act  was  being  passed.  We  know  that 
honourable  members  who  had  strong  objec- 
tions then  are  apparently  bringing  forward 
those  concessions  now.  I  say  that  this  railway 
should  be  constructed — I  have  not  the  least 
objection  to  its  construction;  but  I  hope  the 
oolony  will  not  pay  a  penalty  too  severe  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  this  line ; 
and,  above  all,  I  hope,  whatever  may  be  the 
understanding  come  to  by  the  House  on  this 
occasion,  that  it  will  be  a  final  understanding! 
and  that  we  are  not  going  to  have  the  Agent- 
General  sending  out  telegrams  wanting  to 
know  whether  the  Government  will  grant  this 
or  the  other  concession. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  are  one  or 
two  points  in  the  speech  we  have  just  listened 
to  which  I  think  ought  to  be  xaierred  to  at 
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once.  With  regard  to  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man's ref  exences  to  the  cozrespondenoe  and  the 
action  taken  by  the  Agent-General,  his  speech 
wonld  have  had  a  great  deal  of  force  if  either 
the  previous  or  the  present  Government  had 
fonnd  faalt  with  the  Agent-General. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— The  company  find 
ftkolt. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— The  remarks  of  the 
honoiizable  gentleman  went  to  show  that  the 
faolt  was  found  on  this  side  with  the  Agent- 
General.  All  the  evidence  and  correspondence 
goes  to  show  that  the  previous  Government 
complimented  in  the  highest  possible  terms 
the  Agent-General  for  the  action  which  he  had 
taken  in  this  matter.  There  was  another 
point  which  struck  me  when  the  honourable 
member  was  speaking  as  being  likely  to  con- 
siderably mislead  any  honourable  members 
who  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of  study- 
ing the  correspondence :  that  was,  when  he 
laid  great  stress  upon  the  fact  that,  by  the 
original  Act  under  which  the  first  contract 
was  made  and  approved  by  this  House,  no 
land  was  to  be  taken  as  being  of  a  less  value 
than  10s.  per  acre.  That  point  was  particu- 
larly well  explained  by  the  Premier,  and  the 
explanation  was  repeated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  when  he  said 
the  land  was  to  be  of  that  value  not  when  it 
was  given  to  the  company,  but  after  £8,000,000 
had  been  spent  by  the  company,  to  the  great 
improvement  of  the  value  of  the  land.  There 
is  a  vast  distinction  between  the  two  things, 
and  it  becomes  a  question,  therefore,  whether 
the  guarantee  ask^  for  by  the  company  is  so 
very  much  to  be  granted  after  all.  From  what 
I  ^ow,  after  personal  inspection  of  a  great 
deal  of  that  land,  I  can  only  say  that  if  the 
railway  will  not  so  increase  its  value  as  to  bring 
it  up  to  an  average  value  far  in  excess  of  the 
valuation  agreed  to  by  the  Government  the 
colony  is  making  a  great  mistake  in  construct- 
ing this  railway  at  all.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber wound  up  his  speech  by  saying  that  the 
colony  was  going  to  sufier  from  what  was 
going  on  as  between  the  two  psurties  in  this 
House,  as  each  party  was  endeavouring  to  out- 
bid the  other.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  negotiations  with  this  company,  and, 
as  my  late  colleague  has  stated,  the  present 
Government  did  us  the  compliment  to  ask  us 
for  an  interview  to  ascertain  what  really  were 
the  feelings  of  the  late  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see 
from  the  propositions  before  the  House,  there  is 
no  intention  whatever  on  the  part  of  those  who 
now  hold  office  to  outbid  the  late  Government. 
Their  desire  rather  seems  to  be  in  the  direction 
of  making  the  best  bargain  that  they  can  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony ;  and  I  must  say  that  I 
think  that  in  some  respects  their  proposals  are 
an  improvement  on  the  terms  previously  offered. 
There  is  only  one  other  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  draw  attention ;  and  it  is  one  upon  which 
the  honourable  member  laid  great  stress,  and 
offered  an  opinion  which,  coming  from  an 
hononrable  member  who  is  looked  upon  in 
jfchis  House  as  a  high  legal  authority,  probably 


carried  more  weight  than  it  would  have  car- 
ried if  it  had  come  from  a  layman.  He  said 
that  in  the  event  of  any  dispute  with  this 
company  the  colony  would  have  to  go  Home 
and  fight  the  company  in  the  law-courts 
of  England.  Surely  the  honourable  member 
could  not  have  attended  to  what  fell  from  the 
Premier,  or  he  would  never  have  made  such  a 
statement.  The  Premier  said  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  make  it  a  sins 
qud  non  that  the  company  should  make  such 
arrangements  that  they  would  have  a  recog* 
nised  agent  in  the  colony,  who  could  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  Colony,  so  that  courts  of  the 
everything  could  be  settled  here  without  refer- 
ence to  the  English  Courts. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Suppose  the  agent 
takes  atrip  to  San  Frflkncisco. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Well,  I  think  that 
the  present  Attorney-General  is  skilful  enough 
to  frame  a  contract  which  would  meet  anything 
of  that  kind,  and  see  that  the  colony  is  duly 
protected.  I  have  no  more  to  say.  I  should 
not  have  spoken  at  all  had  I  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  remove  a  misapprehension  on 
several  of  the  points  raised  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— As  a  new  member  my 
difficulty  in  speaking  on  this  subject  is  very 
much  increased  by  the  confusion  in  the  Acts 
dealing  witii  this  contract,  and  which  have 
been  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West.  I  have  referred  to  these  Acts 
during  the  past  few  days  with  the  view  of 
endeavouring  to  understand  the  matter,  but  I 
confess  that  there  is  really  no  clear  under* 
standing  possible  as  the  matter  stands  at  pre* 
sent.  I  presume  that  the  Premier,  as  indicated 
by  him,  will  introduce  a  Bill  not  merely  making 
provision  for  alterations  in  the  existing  con- 
tract,  but  really  repealing  all  previous  Acts  and 
reducing  the  whole  business  to  an  intelligible 
shape.  The  Act  of  1884,  by  the  recent  negotia- 
tions, has  really  been  reduced  to  a  state  of 
chaos,  the  principle  of  valuation  which  under- 
lies its  provisions  apparently  having  been 
abandoned ;  while  the  Act  of  1886  is  one  such 
as  the  honourable  and  learned  member  for 
Dunedin  West  has  described  it  to  be.  It  is 
surprising  to  find  on  the  Statute  Book  of  any 
colony  an  Act  providing  that  "  in  such  contract 
the  company  shall  undertake  to  carry  out  and 
be  bound  by  all  the  provisions  of  the  original 
contract,  with  such  modifications  thereof  as 
are  mentioned  in  the  correspondence  set  out  in 
the  Second  Schedule  hereto."  Fancy  a  con- 
tract being  modified  on  correspondence  1  The 
last  letter  which  appears  here  is  in  answer  to 
one  sent  by  the  Agent -General.  It  is  from 
the  solicitors  to  the  company,  and  deals  with 
controversial  matter.  And  now  we  are  told 
that  on  this  contract  still  further  concessions 
must  be  made.  I  will  only,  at  this  stage, 
seek  to  indicate  the  principle  which  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  bear  in  view  in  dealing 
with  this  subject.  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  principle,  and  I  may  be  par- 
doned for  mentioning  what  I  tmderstand  to  be 
the  position  in  reference  to  the  land.    As  X 
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understand  it,  an  area  of  land  amounting  to 
2,304,000  acres  has  in  some  way  been  set  aside 
as  an  endowment  for  this  company,  and  now 
it  is  desired  that  this  colony  should  guarantee 
that  that  land  shall  be  worth  in  the  market  a 
million  and  a  quarter  of  money. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— On  the  completion 
of  the  railway. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  not  stated  in 
the  contract.  The  guarantee  asked  for  is  that 
the  land  shall  be  worth  a  million  and  a  quarter, 
and,  as  the  company  is  asking  that,  I  think 
there  should  be  some  mutuality  in  the  matter. 
That  is  the  first  aspect  in  which  the  claim 
strikes  me.  This  2,304,000  acres  of  land  is  at 
last  to  be  the  property  of  the  company;  and 
were  a  goldfield  to  be  found  upon  any  sec- 
tion which  the  company  may  thus  acquire,  no 
matter  although  it  may  produce  gold  to  the 
value  of  a  million,  the  company  is  to  have  the 
sole  advantage  of  that.  Then  I  say  that,  if 
this  colony  is  to  give  a  guarantee  that  the  land 
is  to  be  worth  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
money,  as  a  matter  of  mutuality  the  colony 
should  at  least  have  a  right  to  say  that  if  the 
land  realises  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter 
then  the  proceeds  should  go  to  the  colony. 
And  then  there  is  another  point  also  to  be 
borne  in  mind  and,  if  possible,  provided  for; 
and  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  land  shall  be 
settled.  I  think  it  would  be  proper,  in  Com- 
mittee, to  provide  that  the  conditions  under 
which  the  lands  are  to  be  disposed  of  shall  be 
approved  of  by  this  House.  Certainly  I  think 
we  should  insist  that  we  shall  not  have  a  com- 
petitive system  of  sale  set  up  along  the  route 
of  this  railway.  If  the  colony  is  to  give  the 
company  a  million  and  a  quarter  it  should 
have  the  right  to  direct  how  the  settlement  of 
the  land  shall  be  promoted  along  the  line.  I 
presume  the  House  will  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  efforts  to  come  to  an  understanding 
with  the  company  ;  but,  as  so  much  is  required 
from  the  colony,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  see  that  the  colony's  interests  are 
conserved  in  these  respects. 

Mr.  STUART -MENTEATH.  — Before  the 
question  is  put,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  this  question.  As  one  of  those  who  have 
taken  an  active  part  hitherto  in  promoting  this 
matter,  I  feel  I  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
responsibility  in  dealing  with  the  subject  in  its 
present  phase.  I  feel  to  the  full  the  difficulties 
with  which  we  are  surrounded  at  the  present 
time.  I  feel  to  the  full  what  the  Premier  has 
suggested— the  importance  of  the  political  diffi- 
culty, and  also  the  importance  of  the  financial 
difficulty  which  is  involved  in  agreeing  to  these 
proposals  or  in  their  rejection.  But  I  take  it 
that  the  interests  of  the  moment  should  never 
control  the  much  larger  and  more  important 
interests  of  the  future  of  this  colon^r ;  and  I 
take  it  that,  if  this  House  to-night  gives  con- 
cessions calculated  to  prop  up  what  we  have 
proved  to  be  a  rickety  company,  it  will 
only  be  staving  off  an  evil  whicn  must  moke 
itself  felt,  and  be  of  much  more  importance, 
and  involve  us  in  greater  difficulties  in  two  or 
three  years  to  come.  We  are  only  staving 
Mr,  Hutchison 


off  a  difficulty  which  in  two  or  three  years 
will  menace  our  finance  with  destruction. 
The  proposals  to-night  indicate  two  things. 
First  of  all,  they  indicate  that  the  company  is 
altogether  too  weak  for  the  task  it  has  under- 
taken ;  and,  secondly,  they  indicate  a  disposi- 
tion, which  I  am  surprised  to  see  on  the  pajrt  of 
those  who,  I  think,  should  lead  this  House,  to 
consent,  in  the  interest  of  present  peace  and 
quietness,  to  terms  which  really  give  an  exor- 
bitant advantage  to  foreign  speculators.  Under 
the  conditions  which  are  proposed  to-night 
what  we  are  really  doing  is  this :  We  are  floating 
a  throe-million  loan.  And  at  what  price  ?  The 
company,  in  its  prospectus,  which  I  have  here 
in  my  hand,  announces  that  this  line  is  to  be 
constructed  for  £2,700,000;  and  we  are  now 
giving  a  guarantee,  which  is  marketable — which 
can  be  financed  upon  at  any  moment — for 
£1,250,000,  in  round  numbers.  Either  the 
£1,250,000  of  land,  which  with  all  its  timber 
and  minerals  we  are  going  to  part  with  to  the 
company,  will,  when  enhanced  in  value  by  the 
making  of  the  railway,  realise  the  cost  of  the 
whole  line,  or  we  shall  be  applied  to  for  further 
concessions,  as  the  £250,000  subscribed  capital 
will  never  provide  a  sufficient  margin  npon 
which  to  raise  the  balance.  Under  the  con- 
ditions, as  I  shall  presently  show,  we  are  doing 
that  which  provides  the  company  with  half  the 
capital  required  for  the  work.  Now,  does  any- 
one suppose  that  the  company,  in  its  present 
circumstances — this  company  with  a  capital 
first  of  all  stated  to  be  a  million,  then  reduced  to 
£500,000,  and  then  reduced  again  to  £250,000 — 
will  be  sufficiently  responsible  to  the  Govern- 
ment, that  it  will  be  able  to  perform  the  work 
without  coming  to  the  House  to  underwrite 
another  million  and  a  half  ?  Why,  the  effect  of 
these  concessions  which  we  are  going,  weakly, 
to  agree  to  to-night  is  that  we  shall  ourselves 
provide  marketable  securities  on  which  the 
company,  with  its  narrow  margin  of  £250,000, 
can  provide  the  capital  for  this  railway,  which, 
when  made,  will  belong  not  to  the  colony, 
which  has  paid  for  it,  but  to  those  in  England 
who  have  subscribed  £250,000.  Look  at  it' 
from  another  point  of  view.  Certainly  there 
are  political  exigencies  now ;  but  in  the  future 
there  will  be  as  great  political  exigencies,  and 
we  shall  imdoubtedly  have  to  buy  that  line, 
have  to  pay  three  millions  for  that  line  and 
£400,000  for  interest  on  the  cost  of  constrao- 
tion,  and  we  shall  have  paid  a  premium  on  that 
line  of  £1,250,000,  or  more — ^it  cannot  be  less 
and  it  may  be  more,  it  may  be  three  millions, 
and  probably  will  be.  We  shall  therefore  have 
sold  our  debentures  on  the  London  market,  at 
a  time  when  the  colony  can  at  least  borrow  at 
par,  at  a  discount  of  something  like  40  per 
cent.,  even  if  no  more  is  required  of  us  than 
the  £1,250,000  which  we  are  now  asked  to 
guarantee.  Now,  what  was  the  original  con- 
sideration which  induced  the  House  to  agree  to 
the  construction  of  the  railway  on  these  terms 
instead  of  borrowing  the  money  on  the  London 
market  ?  Why,  the  House  felt  that  in  making 
this  railway  the  country  was  entering  into  a 
speculation.    Under  the  tenns  of  the  Bailways 
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Gonstraction  and  Land  Act  30  per  cent,  was 
considered  an  equivalent  for  the  risk  and  for 
the  loss  of  interest  that  any  private  company 
bad  to  ondezgo  in  making  a  line.  Thirty  per 
cent,  was  originally  the  value  of  the  land-grant 
fixed  by  the  Railways  Construction  and  Land 
Act;  but  in  this  case  it  was  felt  that  there 
was  a  speculative  value  of  the  lands  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  therefore  it  was  that  we  gave  to  this 
company  a  larger  limit — namely,  50  per  cent, 
instead  of  30  per  cent.  Now  the  company,  after 
accepting  this  increased  limit,  come  and  say, 
"  We  w^ill  take  no  risk  at  all.  You  paid  us  for 
taking  a  risk,  but  we  ask  you  to  give  us  terms 
which  will  absolutely  abrogate  all  idea  of  risk." 
That  is  what  the  Government  that  is  leading 
the  House  at  the  present  time,  and  the  gentle- 
men who,  as  the  Government,  were  leading  the 
House  a  very  short  time  ago,  are  weak  enough 
to  ask  this  House  to  do.  But  there  was  another 
reason  why  the  maximum  fixed  by  the  Railways 
Construction  and  Land  Act  was  enlarged.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  lands  on  the  West 
Coast  were  not  agricultural  lands.  It  was 
recognised  that  their  wealth  lay  in  the  mine- 
rals that  were  under  them,  not  in  the  agricul- 
tural value  of  the  surface ;  and  the  House  said, 
and  said  very  wisely,  "  We  will  not  alienate  or 
give  a  principality  to  this  company,  a  princi- 
pality of  unknown  value :  we  will  give  them  an 
extent  large  enough  in  all  conscience,  but  we 
wQl  put  a  limit  on  the  area  of  that  extent  by 
saying  they  shall  not  have  an  acre  of  mineral 
land  on  the  West  Coast  unless  they  are  pre- 
pared to  pay  lOs.  for  it."  These  were  the  terms 
offered  to  the  company,  and  these  were  the 
terms  the  company,  after  due  deliberation,  ac- 
cepted. I  shall  show,  very  shortly,  why  it  is 
that  these  terms  have  now  been  rejected.  The 
company  accepted  the  land  at  10s.  per  acre, 
and  in  the  published  correspondence  we  find 
the  directors  state  that  they  had  perused  all 
the  contract  and  all  the  correspondence  relat- 
ing thereto ;  and  they  then  enter  into  certain 
correspondence  with  the  Agent-General,  which 
resulted  in  the  published  prospectus  of  the 
company.  In  the  prospectus  of  the  company 
we  fhid  the  following  statement : — 

"  The  value  of  the  land  so  to  be  granted  is 
to  be  arrived  at  by  arbitration,  and  is  to  bo 
calculated  at  the  estimated  value  thereof  im- 
mediately before  the  making  of  the  above- 
mentioned  contract,  without  reference  to  any 
prospective  value  which  will  be  given  to  such 
land  by  the  proposed  railway,  ajid  the  total  so 
to  be  arrived  at  is  fixed  at  £1,250,000." 

Therefore  these  directors  of  the  Midland 
Bailway,  who  are  now  held  up  to  us  as  persons 
whom  we  ought  to  bow  down  before,  whose 
slightest  wish  we  have  to  accept  as  law  because 
otherwise  something  dreadful  is  to  happen  to 
the  colony  —  these  gentlemen,  after  full  con- 
sideration of  the  Act,  which  stated  that  we 
would  not  part  with  a  single  acre  of  lajid  on 
the  West  Coast  unless  the  company  allowed  10s. 
an  acre  for  it :  after  perusing  the  contract,  in 
which  the  same  terms  were  used — these  gentle- 
men issue  a  prospectus  to,  I  may  say,  the 
ignorant  public  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  they 


state  as  an  absolute  fact  that  they  are  going 
to  receive  land  to  the  value  of  £1,260,000.  Not 
a  word  there  of  the  lOs.  per  acre  minimum,  not 
a  word  there  of  the  restrictions  placed  by  this 
House  upon  the  land,  but  the  public  of  Great 
Britain  are  told  that  £1,250,000  absolute  value 
is  to  be  given  to  them  as  a  bonus  for  making 
the  railway.  I  do  not  know,  I  confess  I  do  not 
know,  how  the  directors  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  found  it  consistent  with  their 
consciences  to  put  such  a  statement,  without 
qualification,  in  the  prospectus  issued  to  the 
London  public.  Now,  we  find,  in  a  remarkable 
letter  from  the  Agent-General  in  the  year  1886, 
the  text  which  explains  the  real  reason  why 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  come  to  this  House  at  the  present  time 
for  further  concessions.  In  a  letter  from  the 
Agent-General  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  dated 
the  21st  April,  1886,  we  find  this— as  I  think  I 
may  call  it  at  the  present  time — luminous  ex- 
position : — 

**  On  the  14th  instant  the  directors  mot,  when 
it  was  decided  to  take  up  the  business,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  being  at  once  subscribed.  The 
next  day,  the  15th  April,  I  had  a  conference 
with  Mr.  Salt  and  the  delegates,  when  a  revised 
prospectus  was  brought  to  me,  and  we  settled, 
as  I  thought,  the  chief  points  in  concert. 
Hardly,  however,  had  Mr.  Salt  left  the  room 
when  I  discovered  that  the  capital  had  been 
reduced  to  half  a  million,  and  the  rate  of  in- 
terest increased  to  5  per  cent.  A  second  con- 
ference then  took  place,  when  Mr.  Salt  assured 
me  that  the  absence  of  any  mention  by  him  of 
these  alterations  had  been  purely  inadvertent, 
and  that  in  fact  the  changes  had  been  made 
only  a  few  hours  before.  I  accepted  his  expla- 
nation, but  did  not  disguise  from  him  how  much 
I  regretted  the  changes.  If  money  was  to  be 
got  by  debentures,  it  was  evident  that,  with  so 
small  a  margin  of  uncalled  capital,  a  high  rate 
of  interest  would  have  to  be  paid  for  it ;  and, 
although  the  company's  articles  provided  for 
an  increase  of  capital  hereafter,  unless  the  fact 
of  a  prospective  increase  was  declared  in  the 
present  prospectus  shareholders  subscribing  now 
would  complain  by-and-by  of  their  stock  being 
*  watered.'  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  money 
for  building  the  line  was  to  be  got  by  sales  of 
land,  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  company 
would  be  simply  throwing  its  estate  away." 
—(Appendix,  1886,  D.-2b.) 

These  words  were  written  by  the  Agent- 
General  when  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  working  capital  of  the  company  for 
this  great  work  was  to  be  fixed  at  £500,000; 
but  we  find  that  the  nominal  capital  is 
£500,000,  but  that  only  half  the  share-capital 
has  been  issued,  and  that  no  liability  attaches 
to  the  shareholders  in  respect  of  the  other 
£250,000.  The  whole  liability  of  the  share- 
holders is  £250,000,  and  on  that  liability  the 
directors  come  to  this  House  and  expect  us  to 
provide  them  with  nearly  all  the  money  re- 
quired to  make  the  railway,  which  we  are  after- 
wards to  buy  from  them  for  cash.  That  is  the 
position,  and  it  is  a  position  I  would  recom- 
mend to  the  consideration  of  the  House.    Cer- 
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tainly,  if  we  are  to  deal  with  a  strong  company, 
a  company  capable  of  making  this  line  and  of 
taking  some  risk,  a  substantial  company  which 
can  come  under  some  obligation  to  this  House, 
it  may  be,  and  I  have  always  held  that  it  is, 
well  for  this  House  to  treat  with  such  a  com- 
pany, and  it  is  better,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, for  this  House  to  deal  with  such  a 
company  than  to  construct  the  line  out  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  But,  Sir,  this  is  no  com- 
pany ;  it  is  merely  a  broker,  into  whose  hands 
we  are  to  put  securities,  and  those  securities 
are  to  be  simply  melted  by  this  broker,  who 
gives  us,  as  the  entire  security  for  his  btmafldes, 
the  small  sum  of  £250,000  on  a  proposed  ex- 
penditure of  three  millions,  or  probably  three 
millions  and  a  half  before  the  termination  of 
the  work.  Before  I  sit  down  there  is  but  one 
other  alteration  of  the  contract  to  which  I 
wish  to  refer.  It  has  been  cJready  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West. 
In  the  original  contract,  the  company  and 
the  Qovemment  were  to  have  the  selection  of 
alternate  blocks.  The  company  have  an  surea 
of  2,880.000  acres  of  land  within  which  they 
can  select  land  they  wish  grants  for.  Now, 
that  has  a  very  serious  bearing  on  another 
part  of  the  question  not  touched  upon  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West.  The 
company,  we  will  suppose,  set  out  on  their 
venture  to  make  this  line.  They  have,  first  of 
all,  their  subscribed  shares,  £250,000.  Tbey 
then  have  the  right  of  selecting  any  blocks  of 
land  as  fast  as  they  complete  sections  of  the 
railway ;  and,  if  they  have  the  right  of  selecting 
land  all  over  this  area,  the  natural  result  will 
be  that  they  will  pick  out  the  eyes  of  the  conn- 
try.  As  to  what  this  country  is  worth,  the  Sur- 
veyor-General and  a  representative  of  the  com- 
pany have  gone  into  the  question  of  the  value. 
When  we  dealt  with  this  subject  before  we  had 
no  data  before  us,  and  could  not  tell  what  the 
value  of  the  land  was.  Now  we  have  some  data. 
The  Surveyor-General  and  a  representative  of 
this  company  have  gone  into  the  question 
fully  and  minutely;  and  what  is  the  result  of 
their  estimates.  That  2,880,000  acres  are  esti- 
mated by  them  to  represent  £1,250,000 :  in  short, 
there  are  only  a  few  thousand  acres  which  have 
not  been  agreed  upon  by  the  arbitrators  as  being 
under  the  minimum  value.  Well,  if  we  re- 
member that  the  arbitrators  are  bound  not  to 
estimate  any  land  at  less  than  that  value,  all 
that  we  know  for  certain  about  the  land  is 
that  it  is  to  be  taken  over  by  the  company  at 
10s.  an  acre  all  round.  A  few  parcels  of  this 
land  have  evidently  been  allowed  at  a  higher 
value,  but  they  are  so  insignificant  in  amount 
as  to  be  hardly  worth  taking  into  calculation. 
It  then  follows  that  the  company  have  a  right 
to  roam  over  the  whole  area,  to  take  out  the 
very  best  patches  of  this  land,  which  no  doubt 
they  will  apply  to  paying  the  money  for  the 
sections  which  are  first  completed.  And  so 
they  will  go  on.  We  all  know  Uiat  this  railway 
is  to  be  commenced  from  four  different  points, 
and  that  the  obstacles  lie  in  the  middle.  If  the 
company  take  out  the  best  pieces  of  land  with 
which  to  commence  the  easy  sections,  of  course 
Mr,  StuarUMenieath 


they  can  go  on  swimmingly,  and,  instead  of  ■ 
capital  of  £250,000,  they  need  not  subscribe 
more  than  £50;  but  when  they  oome  to  the 
dividing-ranges,  when  the  eyes  of  the  country 
have  been  picked  out,  it  is  then  that  the  weak- 
ness of  the  company  will  maJce  itself  appacent. 
It  is  then  we  shall  have  appeals  made  to  the 
House  of  this  kind :  **  You  must  take  us  over  or 
we  shall  breaJc  down."  And  then  these  gentle- 
men of  high  respectability  in  London  will  say 
that  New  Zealand  is  a  bad  country^  because 
she  is  not  prepared  to  make  what  terms  they 
like  for  carrying  out  what  they  entered  into 
recklessly  and  foolishly,  or  ^haps  with  eyee 
craftily  open,  in  the  first  instance.  I  my- 
self have  taken  an  active  part  in  promoting 
the  construction  of  this  line;  I  have  always 
thought,  and  I  think  still,  that  the  wish  of  the 
people  of  those  districts  should  be  given  effect 
to ;  but  I  sa^  that  by  this  mode,  through  tihe 
agency  of  this  company,  the  wish  of  the  people 
of  those  districts  will  never  be  given  effect  to 
without  further  concessions  from  this  House, 
concessions  which,  if  now  submitted,  would  be 
rejected  with  scorn.  We  have  seen  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge  driven  in.  The  company  is 
asking  for  further  concessions  now,  and  by-and- 
by  we  shall  see  these  respectable  people  asldng 
for  yet  further  concessions,  and  by  the  time  they 
have  completed  this  line  it  will  have  cost  the 
colony  three  times  as  much  in  brokerage  as  it 
would  have  done  if  the  colony  had  gone  into  the 
English  market  themselves  and  borrowed  the 
necessary  amount  for  its  construction.  If  the 
country  had  raised  a  loan  itself,  and  reserved 
the  land  to  its  miners,  we  should  have  been 
saved  from  the  difficulty  which  will  inevitably 
result  from  the  manipulation  of  such  a  large 
block  of  land  by  a  company  which  will  be- 
come a  political  power  in  the  country.  If  that 
had  been  done,  this  country  and  the  districts 
affected  would  be  far  better  off  in  two  or  three 
years'  time  than  they  will  be  if  this  company 
continues  its  rickety  career. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— I  cannot  think  that  the 
House  will  attach  much  importance  to  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro, 
because  my  memory  tells  me  that  this  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  hitherto  a  consistent 
advocate  of  this  line.  At  that  time  he  was  the 
representative  of  a  West  Coast  district,  but 
now  it  appears  that  he  has  become  vitiated  by 
the  atmosphere  of  Wellington,  and  has  entirely 
changed  front.  It  is  the  same  principle  before 
the  House  now  that  was  before  the  House 
then,  and  I  think  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber cannot  be  sincere  in  taking  up  the  line 
which  he  has  now  taken  up.  I  do  not  think 
that  his  constituents  will  share  his  views, 
because  I  contend  that  no  other  part  of  the 
colony  will  derive  such  immediate  benefit  by 
the  construction  of  this  railway  as  the  City 
of  Wellington.  The  City  of  Wellington  is 
becoming  the  distributing  centre  for  the  west 
coasts  of  both  Islands,  and,  that  being  the  case, 
until  there  is  through  communication  with 
Christchurch  Wellington  must  benefit  more 
than  any  other  part  of  the  colony ;  so  that  I  do 
not  think  the  electors  of  Te  Aro  will  thank 
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their  member  for  the  view  he  has  given  ez- 
pcesaion  to  this  evening.  He  has  made  some 
sneering  remarks  as  to  the  personnel  of  this 
oompany.  I  feel  constrained  to  read  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  who  constitute  the 
hoard  of  directors  of  this  oompany.  The 
board  of  directors  of  the  proposed  oompany  is 
composed  of  only  a  few  working  members. 
There  is  Hr.  Salt,  M.P.,  Deputy-Chairman  of 
liloyd  and  Bamett's  Bank,  also  of  the  North 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company,  and  a  member 
of  the  last  Conservative  Administration. .  There 
is  Mr«  Edwazd  Brodie  Hoare,  one  of  the  City 
directors  of  the  same  bank.  Sir  Charles  Clif- 
ford is  too  well  known  in  New  Zealand  to  need 
further  description.  Mr.  Hilton  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Miles  Brothers  and  Co.,  of  Grace- 
church  Street ;  and  the  solicitors  of  the  oom- 
pany are  Messrs.  Freshfield  and  Williams, 
solicitors  to  the  Bank  of  England.  These  are 
the  gentlemen  towards  whom  the  honourable 
member  for  Te  Aro  directed  bis  sneering  re- 
marks. Bemarks  of  the  same  character  came 
from  the  member  for  Dunedin  West,  who  called 
it  a  rickety  company. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— No. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— The  honoumble  gentle- 
man made  remarks,  at  any  rate,  in  the  same 
strain.  I  do  not  think  that  a  company  com- 
posed of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  I  have 
read  can  be  called  in  any  sense  a  "rickety" 
oompany,  or  one  that  cannot  be  thoroughly 
relied  on.  I  think  the  present  Government 
are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  colony  for 
the  way  in  which  they  have  approached  this 
question.  They  have  approached  it  in  no  sense 
in  a  party  spirit.  They  recognise  that,  if  the 
difficulties  can  be  got  over,  they  ought  to  be 
surmounted,  and  they  have  tackled  this  ques- 
tion in  a  fiur,  businesslike  spirit.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  this  evening  which  is  en- 
tirely incorrect.  I  have  studied  these  papers. 
I  have  been  an  advocate  for  this  line  for  mflkny 
years  past,  and  I  claim  to  know  a  little  about 
the  subject.  Now,  if  honourable  members  will 
study  the  Acts  and  the  contract  they  will  ascer- 
tain this,  first  of  all :  that  the  principle  of 
giving  land- concessions  for  the  construction 
of  the  line  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
That  is  the  first  step.  The  colony  has  recog- 
nised the  principle  that  this  line  is  to  be  con- 
structed by  land -concessions.  I  quite  admit 
that  some  honourable  gentlemen  may  think 
this  is  not  a  wise  policy.  But  it  is  too 
li^  now  to  say  that  this  line  should  not  be 
constructed  in  that  manner.  That  is  done. 
Tlie  arrangement  with  the  company  was  that 
they  were  to  get  land  worth  a  million  and  a 
quarter  of  yioney.  That  is  the  arrangement 
with  the  company. — (No.) — I  say  Yes.  If  you 
refer  to  the  contract  you  will  see  that  is  so. 
They  were  to  get  land  to  the  value  of  50  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  line,  which  is  fixed  at 
£2,500,000.  If  you  read  the  correspondence 
you  will  see  that  the  company  has  always 
adopted  that  view.  That  is  the  gist  of  the  cor- 
respondence now  before  the  House.  The  con- 
tractors say,  "We  were  to  get  land  worth  a 
million  and  a  quareer  of  money."    But  they  | 


have  to  finance  in  order  to  get  money  to  con- 
struct the  line.  When  they  go  to  the  London 
money-market  the  financiers  say,  **  How  do  we 
know  that  this  land,  which  is  our  chief  securi^ 
for  the  money  you  ask  us  to  advance,  is  worth 
a  million  and  a  quarter?"  The  company  now 
comes  to  the  colony  and  says,  "Give  us  an 
assurance  that  this  land  is  worth  a  million  and 
a  quarter  of  money."  That  is  all  this  House  is 
asked  to  do.  We  are  not  asked,  if  the  land  when 
sold  should  not  realise  a  million  and  a  quarter, 
to  make  it  up  in  money.  We  are  only  asked  to 
make  it  up  in  additional  land.  That  is  a  very 
important  point  to  bear  in  mind.  This  colony 
does  not  pledge  itself  to  in  any  way  make 
up  the  deficiency  in  money.  We  are  only 
asked  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  extra 
land-concessions.  Now,  this  point  is  a  very 
important  point;  and  the  question,  to  my 
mind,  lies  in  a  nutshell.  The  land  is  either 
worth  a  great  deal  or  very  little.  If  it  is  worth 
a  great  deal,  then  there  is  no  danger  in  saying, 
**  We  will  give  you  extra  land  to  make  it  up." 
If  this  land  is  worth  very  little,  or  nothing,  as 
some  honourable  memberis  insist  upon  saying, 
then  they  only  get  more  bad  land,  and  are 
limited  to  a  certain  area.  They  cannot  roam 
all  over  the  colony  and  pick  up  land  here  and 
there.  They  are  confined  to  the  authorised 
area,  and  cannot  go  outside  that ;  so  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  fear  of  the  company  de- 
manding land  outside  that  area.  They  can- 
not do  it;  they  are  limited  to  what  is  called 
the  "authorised  area."  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  make  a  few 
remarks  as  to  the  value  of  the  land.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  studied  the  question  most 
sure  thoroughly  satisfied  that  this  land  is  of  enor- 
mous value.  The  total  area  available  for  selec- 
tion within  the  authorised  area,  leaving  out 
mountain-tops,  is  about  four  million  acres.  If 
we  take  the  mining  reserves,  which  we  claim 
to  reserve  the  right  to  do  under  the  contract, 
amounting  to  750,000  acres,  there  is  a  balance 
of  8,250,000.  If  we  deduct  the  grant  of  2,804,000 
acres,  there  is  a  margin  of  946,000  acres,  or 
nearly  a  million.  That  is  what  may  be  called 
the  best  land,  leaving  out  the  mountain- 
tops.  Now,  various  experts  and  committees 
have  gone  into  this  question  of  values.  In 
1881  the  Greymouth  committee  made  a  report 
in  which  the  timber  and  land  are  shown  to 
be  of  considerable  value.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  here  of  referring  honourable  members 
to  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  issued  by  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  Christchurch,  called  "  The 
East  and  West  Coast  and  Nelson  Railway." 
They  will  find  a  great  deal  of  useful  informa- 
tion in  that  pamphlet  in  reference  to  the  value 
of  the  land,  besides  a  whole  history  of  the  mat- 
ter from  the  beginning.  If  they  study  its  pages 
they  will  see  that  these  land-concessions  which 
have  been  so  much  sneered  at  are  of  great 
value.  They  will  find  an  excellent  report  by  a 
Committee  appointed  by  the  House  in  1888, 
consisting  of  uiree  gentlemen,  two  of  whom  are 
now  members  of  this  House.  After  perusing 
that  report  I  think  no  honourable  gentleman 
whose  view  is  not  blinded  can  say  that  these 
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land-concessions  are  not  of  yery  great  value. 
On  this  land-concession  there  is  a  very  large 
-  quantity  of  timber ;  and  that  is  a  matter  of 
great  Importance.  We  say  to  the  company, 
*'  If,  on  the  completion  of  the  railway,  the  land 
which  we  have  given  you  does  reach  the  value 
of  a  million  and  a  half  we  will  give  you  extra 
land  so  as  to  make  up  that  amount ;  but  you 
must  take  into  account  the  amount  you  realise 
by  the  timber  which  is  on  the  land."  Now,  the 
timber  on  the  West  Coast  is  of  so  valuable  a 
nature  that,  to  my  mind,  it  removes  any  possi- 
bility of  any  demand  being  made  for  extra  land. 
There  is  a  passage  in  the  report  to  which  I  have 
referred  which  is  as  follows : — 

"  That  at  a  future  date  the  coal  and  timber 
of  the  West  Coast,  if  nearly  as  extensive  as  we 
are  led  to  suppose,  must  become  of  enormous 
value  to  the  country  we  feel  assured." 

On  page  280  of  the  pamphlet  referred  to,  Mr. 
Fell  states  as  follows : — 

"  Westland  timber  is  of  many  valuable  kinds, 
both  hard  and  soft,  and  is  found  in  almost  in- 
exhaustible quantities.  The  want  of  cheap 
land  -  carriage  alone  prevents  this  trade  as- 
suming large  dimensions,  the  demand  being 
already  great  not  only  on  the  treeless  plains 
of  Canterbury,  but  also  in  most  parts  of  New 
Zealand  and  Australia." 

On  page  359  of  the  same  pamphlet  we 
find,— 

*'  The  magnificent  forests  of  the  West  Coast 
have  foimed  the  subject  of  frequent  reference 
in  preceding  pages  of  this  work.  In  one  of  the 
earliest  reports  upon  the  coast,  given  by  Mr. 
Blair,  the  Government  Engineer,  he  says,  '  I 
have  travelled  through  immense  tracts  of  forest 
country,  full  of  splendid  pine  and  birch  trees.* 
The  Commissioners  admit  that  the  whole  of 
the  West  Coast  is  covered  with  forest,  and  that 
there  is  a  great  quantity  of  valuable  timber. 
They  also  admit  that  they  had  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  the  land  yielded  a  maximum  of 
70,000ft.  and  an  average  of  30,000ft.  of  tim- 
ber per  acre.  The  land  capable  of  yielding 
30,000ft.  ought  to  be  worth  at  least  £3  or  £4 
an  acre  for  the  timber  alone.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lake  Brunner,  upon  fairly  level 
terrace -land,  there  is  specially  mentioned  a 
fine  growth  of  marketable  timber,  said  to  cover 
on  extent  of  60,000  acres.  From  being  worth 
absolutely  nothing,  by  the  construction  of  the 
railway  this  property  alone  assumes  a  value  of 
about  £200,000." 

I  know  that  the  promoters  of  the  Midland 
Bailway,  in  going  into  this  question,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  took  up  the  contract,  agreed 
that  that  timber-land,  which  is  in  the  aggregate 
about  one  hundred  thousand  acres  in  extent, 
was  worth  some  £5  an  acre.  So  that  the  timber 
on  this  land  on  the  West  Coast  will  produce 
about  half  a  million  of  money.  Perhaps  honour- 
able gentlemen  may  think  that  I  have  been 
over-estimating  the  value  of  that  timber ;  but  I 
will  read  what  Mr.  Mackay  and  Mr.  Caloutt, 
of  Dunedin,  say  in  reference  to  this  land.  I 
know  something  of  Mr.  Calcutt,  and  I  know 
him  to  be  one  of  the  astutest  valuers  in  the 
Mr.  Perceval 


colony,  and  by  no  means  an  over-sangoine  < 
These  gentlemen  say, — 

<*The  good  timber-land  in  Matakitaki  and 
Inangahua  Valleys  would  be  worth  £10  an 
acre  it  there  were  a  railway  to  it.  It  would  be 
worth  £10  an  acre  on  the  average,  particularly 
within  a  short  distance  of  a  railway.  He 
thought  50,000  acres  would  be  worth  that 
price ;  or,  say,  £500,000  for  this  small  portion 
of  the  concession.  In  confirmation,  he  said, 
I  Imow  that  the  timber  there  is  very  mach 
finer  than  it  is  on  land  in  many  places  in  New 
Zealand  for  which  £10  an  acre  is  paid.  The 
timber  is  very  valuable,  consisting,  as  it  does, 
of  very  sound  .birch,  totara,  black-pine,  and 
rimu." 

Therefore  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  will 
ever  be  any  demand  for  any  extra  land,  espe- 
cially when  we  bear  in  mind  the  important  fact 
that  the  timber  which  is  now  growing  on  the 
land  is  to  be  taken  into  account.  As  I  said 
before,  I  know  it  is  impossible  to  convince 
some  honourable  members  that  this  land  is 
worth  anything.  Very  well,  then  let  us  give 
the  company  a  little  more  of  this  valueless 
land  and  get  our  railway  made.  That  is  the 
only  way  to  answer  those  who  say  that  the 
land  is  valueless.  Something  has  been  said 
with  reference  to  the  registration  of  the 
company  in  the  colony ;  and  a  chiuse  was 
proposed  providing  that  it  shall  be  so  regis- 
tered;  but  the  Premier,  in  introducing  this 
discussion,  said  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
abandon  that  provision.  There  caji  bo  no 
doubt  that  such  a  provision  is  entirely  un- 
necessary. It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
many  honourable  gentlemen  present  that  the 
British  Companies  Act  provides  for  such  cases 
as  this.  I  can  mention  institutions  which 
work  under  it,  as,  for  instance,  the  Union  Bank 
of  Australia,  the  Trust  and  Loan  Gompaoiy, 
and  various  others ;  and  the  procedure  is  this  : 
that  they  deposit  in  the  colony  a  power  of 
attorney,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  done  that 
they  can  be  sued  and  sue.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  rather  an  injustice  to  force  this  company  to 
register  here,  because  it  would  necessitate  the 
closing  of  the  share-list  in  London,  and  put 
them  to  considerable  inconvenience  in  the 
matter  of  finance.  However,  that  is  more  a 
matter  for  us  to  deal  with  in  Committee.  We 
are  now  dealing  with  the  general  question,  and 
the  two  points  we  have  chiefly  to  consider  are 
the  land-concessions  and  the  clause  referring 
to  mining.  Some  honourable  gentleman  stated 
that  if  a  gold-mine  were  found  on  this  property 
the  company  would  take  the  mine ;  but  that 
honourable  gentleman  can  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  law  of  New  Zealand,  because  we  ail 
know  that  the  colony  has  the  right  to  resume 
any  land  that  is  proved  to  be  auriferous,  so 
that,  if  such  an  event  did  occur,  the  colony 
would  resume  that  land,  paying  the  company 
compensation  for  it.  Under  this  contract  we 
preserve  the  mining  industry  of  the  colony, 
because  the  colony  says,  "We  take  the  right 
of  reserving  three  quarters  of  a  million  acres 
for  mining  purposes."  These  are  the  chief 
points,  and  the  most  important  is  that  re- 
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lating  to  giving  extia  land.  I  put  it  again, 
there  is  no  question  of  giving  money:  it  is 
onlj  giving  extra  land.  If  the  land  is  of  value 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  giving  extra,  and 
if  it  is  worthless  the  company  might  just  as 
well  have  it  as  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — It  is  my  intention  to  speak 
to  this  matter  early,  in  order  to  avoid  unneces- 
sary discussion.  I  myself  am  quite  satisfied 
with  the  statement  of  the  Premier,  indorsed  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  consider  that 
the  contract  is  of  a  satisfactory  nature  both  to 
the  company  and  to  the  colony.  I  have  heard 
a  great  deal  said  about  the  value  of  this  land, 
and  I  am  going  to  tell  those  who  talk  about  its 
not  being  worth  half  a  crown  or  even  a  shilling 
an  acre  that  an  .application  was  meide  for 
150,000  acres  of  it  at  £2  an  acre,  and  the 
financial  company  applying  for  it  were  a  day 
or  two  late,  because  the  land  had  been  reserved 
by  the  Government  for  this  purpose.  I  am 
astonished  at  honourable  gentlemen  talking 
about  its  not  being  worth  half  a  crown  an  acre, 
and  I  am  still  more  astonished  that  some  of 
the  members  of  this  Government  last  session 
said  that  it  was  not  worth  picking  up,  and  yet 
they  say  they  were  in  favour  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway.  It  was  the  expression  of 
an  opinion  of  that  kind  by  those  gentlemen 
last  session  or  the  session  before  which  pre- 
vented the  company  carrying  on  a  work  that, 
in  my  opinion,  is  second  to  none  which  has 
ever  been  undertaken  in  this  colony.  We  find 
in  the  company's  report  that  they  quote  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Premier,  Sir  Robert  Stout, 
that  the  land  is  not  worth  half  a  crown  an  acre. 
What  does  he  know  of  the  value  of  the  land  ? 
1  say  that  there  are  four  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  that  land  which  are  worth  £2  an  acre. 
I  will  not  go  into  the  mineral  value  of  the 
balance  of  the  land,  for  that  will  depend  on  the 
development  of  the  railway ;  but  I  contend 
that  if  that  railway  is  carried  through,  and  if 
the  opinions  of  the  geologists  of  the  country 
are  worth  anything,  we  shall  have  one  of  the 
grandest  paying  railways  in  the  country,  and, 
moreover,  it  will  have  been  constructed  by 
money  from  outside  the  colony.  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  the  financial  question  now, 
but  I  may  say  that  I  am  exceedingly  sorry 
to  hear  the  present  Government  are  going  to 
bring  down  a  proposition  to  borrow  another 
million.  I  dislike  this  borrowing.  It  means 
that  they  are  going  to  reduce  expenditure 
within  the  country,  and  you.  Sir,  like  the  rest 
of  as,  may  come  under  these  sweeping  reduc- 
tions; and,  then,  what  are  they  going  to  do? 
They  are  going  to  pay  away  at  least  d^,000  in 
the  shape  of  interest  on  two  millions  of  money, 
and,  besides  that,  some  £50,000  for  raising  the 
loan,  and  all  this  to  pay  absentees  in  London. 
That  is  my  view,  and  I  contend  that,  instead 
of  reducing  the  expenditure  in  the  colony  and 
passing  all  this  money  to  foreign  places,  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ought  to  have  been  on 
the  contraiy  tack— that  would  have  been  far 
better.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  is  a  nautical  man  and  knows 
what  **  tack  "  means.    I  must  say  that  I  am 


astonished  at  this  discussion  on  the  ^lidland 
Bailway.  After  the  statement  of  the  Premier, 
and  the  general  approbation  which  was  ex- 
pressed, I  thought  we  were  going  to  carry  the 
resolution  unanimously,  in  order  to  finally  dis- 
pose of  the  "  unemployed  "  difficulty. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  going  to  a  division  on  this  question,  for 
I  have  been  one  of  those  who  have  always 
supported  this  railway ;  but  I  must  confess  I  am 
very  much  staggered  by  the  alterations  now 
proposed.  I  think  every  honourable  member 
must  be  so,  and  I  think  that  any  Government 
proposing  such  concessions  cannot  be  acting 
fairly  to  the  country.  From  the  correspond- 
once  which  has  tcJcen  place,  I  understand  that 
the  additional  important  concessions  are  two- 
first,  in  the  value  of  the  land ;  and  secondly, 
in  asking  for  a  much  longer  time  to  complete 
the  line.  Then,  there  is  this  most  important 
question  of  giving  up  the  arrangement  about 
the  alternate  blocks  of  land  ;  and  there  is  also 
the  question  of  the  complexity  of  the  docu- 
ments, as  to  which  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West  that  if  we 
proceed  on  them  as  they  are  now  we  shall  be 
landed  in  some  heavy  lawsuits.  From  the  very 
nature  of  things  litigation  must  undoubtedly 
arise,  and  this  will  put  the  colony  in  very 
serious  difficulties.  We  should  therefore  be 
exceedingly  careful  how  we  agree  to  these 
amendments.  Now,  who  is  to  decide  the  value 
of  the  land  ?  If  we  say  the  value  is  to  be  esti- 
mated at  what  the  land  was  worth  before  the 
railway  was  commenced,  what  data  have  we  got 
to  go  upon?  Much  of  the  land  without  the 
railway  is  really  worth  very  little,  because  it 
is  the  line  that  is  intended  to  give  it  value. 
We  sliall  find  that  if  we  give  a  guarantee  the 
company  will  strictly  and  stringently  got  the 
very  utmost  out  of  it.  They  ask  for  till  1897 
to  complete  the  line,  and  in  the  meantime 
they  are  allowed  to  charge  interest  to  cost  of 
construction,  and  that  means  that  the  cost  of 
the  line  will  be  very  largely  increased.  The 
very  essence  of  the  thing  is  that  the  work 
should  be  completed  in  the  shortest  possible 
time,  and  it  is  for  engineers  to  decide  how  long 
would  be  a  fair  time  to  complete  the  line :  that 
should  be  the  time  agreed  upon,  and  no  longer; 
for  taking  the  time  that  is  proposed  now  means 
that  the  cost  of  the  line  to  the  country  when 
it  comes  to  be  taken  over  will  be  enormously 
greater  than  it  should  be.  I  cannot  think 
that  the  Attorney-General  has  looked  through 
this  proposal  at  all.  There  is  nothing  to 
define  what  shall  be  considered  "  expenses,'* 
so  that  by  these  proposals  we  may,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  find  that,  when  the  colony  comes 
to  take  the  line,  it  has  cost  the  company  five 
millions  instead  of  three.  The  whole  affair 
has  been  most  lax  from  beginning  to  end.  I 
was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  South  say  that 
after  the  company  have  taken  their  blocks 
of  land,  and  after  75,000  acres  have  been 
taken  for  mining,  there  will  be  only  a  mil- 
lion acres  left.  Where,  then,  are  the  Go- 
vernment going  to  get  their  alternate  blocks 
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from  ?  I  say  that  if  the  Government  give  up 
that  arrangement  they  ^ill  be  very  weak  in- 
deed. There  are  sixty  thousand  acres  of  that 
land  worth  £10  an  acre,  and  the  (jk>vernment 
are  going  to  give  it  up  entirely  to  the  company. 
The  very  essence  of  the  thing,  that  which 
induced  the  people  of  the  colony  and  the  House 
to  agi»9e  to  the  scheme,  was  the  proposal  that 
the  company  and  the  Govenmient  should  have 
alternate  blocks,  so  that  the  additional  value 
given  to  all  the  land  should  be  shared  partly 
by  the  Government.  Now  we  are  told  there  is 
not  sufficient  land  to  allow  of  the  alternate- 
block  system,  and  that  unless  the  company  get 
the  whole  of  the  land  the  eontract  cannot  be 
carried  out.  What  will  happen  if  the  oom- 
pajiy  cannot  get  lands  which  will  realise 
£1,250,000  within  the  "  authorised  area  "  ?  Is 
the  company  to  be  allowed  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency from  lands  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  ? 
The  Premier  has  pointed  out  that  the  company 
is  not  to  get  any  deficiency  in  money,  but  in 
land :  but  land  is  money  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. I  hope  this  business  will  not  go  through 
Committee  to-night,  but  that  we  shall  taJ^e 
more  time  to  consider  it  deliberately.  To 
allow  the  contract  to  go  in  anything  like  the 
shape  it  is  in  must  infallibly  involve  the  colony 
in  disastrous  litigation,  and  if  we  extend  the 
period  to  1897  that  will  mean  a  ruinous  loss  to 
the  colony.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  con- 
tract which  infiicts  a  penalty  on  the  company 
in  the  event  of  failure  to  complete  the  line. 
It  is  quite  possible  that,  after  taking  the  line 
to  certain  payable  points,  and  having  got  pos- 
session of  their  land,  the  whole  thing  may 
be  thrown  up  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government;  and  the  colony  would  have  no 
remedy  whatever. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — They  would  forfeit  the 
line. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  —  Yes,  but  they  Would 
have  got  the  land  to  pay  for  it.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Te  Aro  referred  to  the 
authorities  of  the  company  as  a  "rickety 
directory,"  and  I  think  nothing  but  a  rickety 
directory  could  have  behaved  towards  the 
colony  as  these  papers  show  they  have  behaved ; 
and  I  think  we  should  be  very  careful  indeed  in 
dealing  with  this  matter  in  Committee  before 
we  come  to  any  conclusion.  The  objections  to 
what  is  proposed  appear  to  my  mind  to  be  so 
great  that  the  House  would  bo  warranted  in 
rejecting  the  contract  rather  than  agree  to  it — 
rather  than  give  way  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  House  is  asked  to  do  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. In  Committee  there  are  certainly 
many  points  which  must  be  altered  before  we 
can  agree  to  the  proposed  alterations.  The 
cancelling  of  the  alternate-block  system,  and 
the  cancelling  of  the  understanding  that  the 
land  shall  be  considered  to  be  worth  not 
less  than  10s.  an  acre,  destroys  the  whole 
contract.  I  think  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  by  various  honourable  members  are 
most  weighty,  and  I  do  not  think  any  honour- 
able member  can  be  satisfied  to  agree  to  the 
contract  in  the  shape  in  which  it  is  now.  I 
have  always  supported  the  work,'  and  as  far  as 
Mr,  Tumbull 


the  contract  originally  agreed  upon  can  be 
carried  out  it  should  be,  but  beyond  that  I 
certainly  think  the  concessions  asked  for  ou^bt 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— Though  the  people  on. 
the  West  Coast  are  most  anxious  that  this  work 
should  be  carried  on,  they  will  disagree  Terr 
much  with  the  expunging  of  the  clause  which 
enabled  the  Government  to  have  alternate 
blocks  of  the  land.  When  this  work  was  started 
this  was  the  real  thing  which  induced  the 
people  there  to  heartily  support  it.  They  did  it 
because  it  gave  them  a  prospect  of  being  able 
to  get  land  to  settle  on,  and  of  having  good 
communication  with  it.  I  know  in  the  various 
land  offices  on  the  West  Coast  there  have 
been  applications  in  for  two  years  from  people 
anxious  to  settle  on  the  land,  and  they  have 
been  told  they  could  not  do  so  until  the  land 
to  be  taken  alternately  by  the  Railway  Com- 
pany and  the  Government  was  taken,  and  that 
then  they  would  be  allowed  to  take  the  Go- 
vernment land.  It  is  now  proposed  to  hand 
over  the  land  altogether  to  the  company :  and 
that  would  deprive  the  settlers  on  the  Coast  of 
all  opportunity  of  acquiring  land,  unless  they 
acquired  it  as  tenants  of  a  foreign  compaoj. 
The  company  would  then  not  only  have  a  pro- 
perty in  the  country  there,  but  they  would 
have  a  property  in  the  people  as  well,  who  can- 
not leave  the  Coast,  unless  the  arrangements 
in  the  original  agreement  are  carried  oat  I 
shall  be  opposed  to  it,  although  I  and  the 
people  I  represent  are  very  much  interested 
in  the  railway  going  rapidly  on  and  being  a 
success.  But  you  can  pay  too  great  a  prioe 
for  the  advantages  conferred  by  a  railway ; 
and,  although  it  would  remove  our  isolation, 
we  should  prefer  to  remain  isolated  and  re- 
main free.  If  there  is  not  something  done 
to  keep  half  the  land  to  the  Government 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  pass  the  contraet 
in  its  present  condition,  much  interested 
though  I  and  every  one  else  on  the  Coast 
are  in  the  oarrying-out  of  the  line.  The  people 
who  are  interested  in  the  Govenmient  retain- 
ing the  land  know  nothing  about  this  proposal 
to  give  it  all  to  the  company.  Not  one  mem, 
in  a  hundred  in  our  part  of  the  colony 
knows  anything  about  this  proposal:  if  I 
did  not  happen  to  be  a  member  of  this  House 
I  should  know  nothing  of  it.  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  consult  the  local  bodies, 
and  let  them  know  that  it  is  proposed  that 
the  whole  public  estate  in  that  part  of  the 
colony  should  be  handed  over  to  this  company. 
If  they  did  that  they  would  find  that  there 
would  be  instantly  a  very  strong  objection 
raised  on  the  West  Coast  to  the  proposals. 
Much  as  the  people  want  the  railway  they 
have  a  very  strong  objection  to  becoming  the 
tenants  of  some  people  outside  the  colony. 
They  are  willing  to  give  up  half  of  the  land, 
but  not  to  give  all,  and  then  have  to  buy  back 
what  they  want  at  any  price  the  compejiy  like  to 
put  upon  it.  And,  then,  760,000  acres  is  a  very 
small  proportion  to  reserve  for  mining  purposes, 
especially  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  agreement 
concerning  riparian  rights,  so  that  if  the  corn- 
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"pKDLj  acquire  land  on  river-banks  they  will  be 
able  to  prevent  the  miners  from  working  on 
land  even  outside  their  area.  The  company 
would  then  have  the  right  to  prevent  mmers 
from  working  on  much  land  besides  the  com- 
pany's ovm.  I  hope  that  in  Committee  these 
proposals  will  be  so  amended  that  the  railway 
will  be  carried  on,  and  yet  that  the  rights  and 
zeqairements  of  the  people  will  be  conserved. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— Sir,  I  hope  the  House  will 
pause  before  it  commits  itself  to  this  new  de- 
parture. It  seems  to  me  that  it  can  hardly  be 
true  that  such  things  pass  in  the  world  as  are 
goin^  on  now  in  reference  to  the  disposal  of 
pablio  lands.  When  I  know  how  small  a  por- 
tion of  land  we  have  in  New  Zealand,  that  is, 
how  small  a  territory  the  whole  is,  when  I  feel 
certain  that  a  very  large  population  will  ere 
long  occupy  this  count^,  it  seems  to  me  in- 
credible that  we  should  doom  the  future  in- 
habitants of  this  country  to  the  misery  that 
xnust  fall  on  them  if  millions  of  acres  of  their 
land  are  taken  away  in  this  manner,  and  they 
are  handed  over,  a£  they  certainly  will  be,  to 
become  mere  tenants  of  foreign  landlords  and 
own  no  home  of  their  own  in  so  great  a  district 
of  their  own  islands.  I  can  haidly  think  that 
such  scenes  can  be  passing  before  my  eyes.  I 
know  that  to-night  here  sits  one  honourable 
gentleman  who  already  has  in  Australia  a 
claim  of  some  sort  over  a  vast  tract  of 
territory  with  some  syndicate — I  believe,  a 
territory  of  16,400,000  acres,  locked  up  for 
some  years;  and  that  we  are  invited,  indi- 
rectly, to  give  a  sanction  to  acts  of  that  kind 
in  another  country,  by  dealing  with  such 
vast  tracts  of  land  in  this  colony  as  we  pro- 
pose to  dispose  of  this  night.  Such  things, 
as  far  as  I  know,  have  not  been  done  in  the 
world  before.  We  talk  of  the  Spaniards  in 
South  America,  and  their  dealings  with  the 
natives  and  with  their  lands ;  but  they  never 
took  such  vast  tracts  of  territoiy  from  the 
inhabitants;  they  left  large  portions  for  the 
native  population.  In  Australia,  where  we  deal 
with  sixteen  million  acres  in  this  way,  nothing 
has  been  reserved  for  the  wretched  people  there. 
Food,  resting-places,  all  that  men  value  is 
taken  away  from  them  at  once,  and  handed 
over  to  foreigners  of  whom  they  know  nothing. 
No  other  country  has  performed  deeds  of  this 
kind.  This  is  how  we  deal  with  lands  in 
Australia ;  and  I  contend  that  even  such  things 
as  we  are  doing  here  to-night,  parting  with 
millions  of  acres  of  land  the  heritage  of  the 
future  population  of  New  Zealand — I  say  that 
these  things  have  never  been  done,  I  believe, 
by  other  nations  in  this  wholesale  way.  Who 
does  it  ?  Are  the  people  here  fully  and 
thoroughly  represented?  What  power  have; 
they  over  one  Chamber  of  the  Legislature? 
Does  any  man  in  New  Zealand  really  eiArcise 
the  slightest  power  as  to  who  are  to  be  chosen 
members  of  that  House,  except  the  Ministry 
for  the  time  being?  Then,  again,  from  other 
causes,  even  in  this  House,  there  is  no  thorough 
representation  of  the  people;  and  yet  we  deal 
in  this  way  with  the  national  lands,  upon  which 
the  whole  future  of  New  Zealand  depends  I 


These  things  are  real  facts ;  but  I  declare  that 
it  appears  to  me  as  if  it  were  impossible  that 
one  could  live  in  times  and  in  a  country  where 
such  things  are  taking  place  and  passing  around 
us,  and  that  they  should  attract  no  notice 
whatever.  Honourable  members  saw  just  now 
that  Mr.  Speaker  had  almost  left  the  chair, 
and  that  the  thing  was  almost  brought  to  a 
conclusion.  So  great  a  transaction  as  this! 
A  transaction  to  give  away  country  for  ever, 
and  to  affect  the  interests  of  millions  of  unborn 
people  !  Yet  in  these  few  short  hours  so  great 
a  thing  was  to  be  brou^t  to  a  conclusion.  I 
think  the  Gk>vemment  ought  to  refer  this  ques- 
tion to  a  Committee.  Let  a  strong  Committee 
be  formed.  Let  some  of  us  be  placed  on  the 
Committee.  Let  us  have  the  power  of  fully 
considering  the  proposals,  and  of  making  a  re- 
port to  the  House  and  the  country.  I  say  the 
Government  are  not  doing  their  duty  in  allying 
themselves  with  the  previous  Government  to 
hurry  through  the  House  so  great  a  transaction 
as  this  is.  I  call  upon  them  to  recollect  the 
duties  they  have  undertaken  for  this  country. 
They  are  trusted  with  great  powers.  They  ask 
for  our  entire  confidence,  to  allow  them  to  deal 
as  they  like  with  all  matters  in  the  country, 
without  our  really  knowing  what  has  taken 
place ;  and,  asking  for  that  confidence,  they  now 
come  to  us  and  tell  us,  in  this  short  interval  of 
time,  we  shall  be  forced  to  the  vote  upon  this 
subject,  and  to  shut  out  for  ever  millions  of 
acres  of  territory  from  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. They  have  yet  time  to  pause.  They  have 
yet  time  to  say,  "This  subject  is  worthy  of 
the  deepest  consideration.  We  will  take  the 
ablest  men  in  the  House,  put  them  upon  a 
Committee,  let  that  Committee  fully  consider 
the  subject,  and  let  a  reporb  go  forth  instruct- 
ing the  new  members  of  the  House  who  have 
not  heard  previous  arguments  on  the  subject, 
and  enlightening  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
too."  Let  that  be  done.  That,  to  a  certain 
extent,  would  give  peace  to  my  own  mind,  and, 
I  believe,  to  the  consciences  of  many  gentle- 
men in  the  House  to-night.  I  have  heard 
some  of  the  new  members  say,  **We  know 
nothing  of  these  things.  For  the  first  time  the 
subject  has  been  presented  to  us.  •  We  have 
heard  none  of  the  previous  arguments  on  the 
previous  transactions."  Let  them,  then,  be  en- 
lightened before  they  are  asked  to  vote.  I  do 
not  thoroughly  understand  the  proposals  that 
are  now  made.  They  are  intricate ;  they  are 
difficult  to  comprehend ;  but  this  I  do  feel : 
that  a  contract  has  been  entered  into,  I  believe, 
in  a  deep  and  great  mistake,  the  conclusion  of 
which  will  be,  I  believe,  most  disastrous  to  the 
future  of  New  Zealand.  But  let  us  abide  by 
that  contract,  if  we  are  compelled  to  do  so,  and 
wade  no  further  into  the  difficulties  into  which 
we  are  advAtnoing.  If  we  are  told  that  if  we 
try  to  enforce  the  existing  contract  the  com- 
pany will  throw  up  what  it  is  doing,  I  say, 
"  Well  and  good.  Let  them  stop.  Let  them 
claim  any  rights  they  have  upon  us  under 
that  contract.  Let  us  abide  by  it,  but  do  not 
let  us  conclude  this  new  contract,"— which,  to 
my  belief,  amounts  to  this:  that  we  are  to 
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find  land  which  will  enable  them  to  raise  the 
money  —  land  which  should  be  equivalent  to 
cash — to  carry  on  these  things.    If  we  do  that 
we  could  find  the  money  ourselves  upon  the 
same  terms.    If  they  can  find  the  money  in 
that  way,  we  can  find  it:  and  let  us  find  it. 
Let  us  complete  the  work  ourselves;  and  let 
us,  along  the  line  and  in  all  the  best  portions 
of  the  country,  settle  our  own  countrymen  a^d 
their  families  as  owners  of  the  soil ;  and  let  us 
not  turn  them  into  the  future'  tenants  of  hard- 
hearted  landlords  living  at  a  distance,  who 
would  sweep  away  to  foreign  countries  all  the 
rents  they  could    possibly  obtain,  and  leave 
agents  here  to  manage  the  population  which 
will  be  submitted  to  their  mercies.    We  can  do 
that.    Two  choices  lie  open  to  the  Government. 
Let  them  accept  manfully  the  difficulty  which 
they  inherited  with  this  contract,  and  leave  it 
alone.    That  is  one  thing.    The  other  is,  before 
they  advance  further  and  require  us  to  follow 
them,  let  them,  as  I  say,  appoint  a  strong  Com- 
mittee from  this  House.    Let  the  whole  subject 
be  carefully  investigated ;  let  all  New  Zealand 
watch  what  is  done  by  that  Committee ;  and 
let  this  colony  and  tjieir  representatives  de- 
termine what  course  they  will  pursue  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proposals  now  made.    My  theory 
is  this :  They  say  there  sits  here  one  man  w^hose 
power  rests  upon  his  having  started  the  ques- 
tion of  this  railway  being  made  by  a  foreign 
company,  having  raised  a  tumult  in  the  coun- 
try regarding  it,  and  who,  not  carrying  out  the 
original  plan  of  the  Government's  doing  the 
work  itself  and  working  for  the  benefit  of  its  own 
citizens,  has  gained  the  power  from  the  Province 
of  Canterbury  which  enables  him  to  a  great 
degree  to  sway  the  representative  powers  of 
New  Zealand ;  and  the  Government  say,  "  We 
must  destroy  that  power,  and  the  only  way 
to  do  that  is  to  settle  this  question.     If  we 
settle  it  we  remain  in   peace  and  quiet  on 
the  benches.    A  great  end  is  obtained  :  we  are 
left  tranquil  in   office."     And  what  is  to  bo 
the  future  of   New    Zealand?      That   is  al- 
together another  question.    I  say,   rather,  if 
there  is  such  a  tyranny  to  be  exercised  over 
us — if  one  man,  by  raising  the  question  of  this 
railway,  has  raised  the  Canterbury  and  Nelson 
Districts,  and  a  great  number  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  who  exercise  a  great 
power  and  a  great  sway, — ^let  us,  like  true  pat- 
riots, stand  against  that,  scorn  office,  care  no- 
thing for  its  emoluments,  do  our  duty,  and  leave 
to  the  tyrants  the  power  for  awhile  of  triumph- 
ing over  us.    It  cannot  last  long,  and  then  we 
shall  have  the   proud  consciousness  that  we 
have  done  our  duty — that  we  have  preserved 
for  New  Zealand  the  territory  which  its  people 
will  require  for  their  own  wants;  and  I  shall  have 
the  happiness  of  having  resisted  this  attempt, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  elsewhere  where 
these  great  territories  are  claimed — I  shall  have 
the  happiness  of  knowing  that  I  have  at  least 
striven  to  lead  some  of  my  countrymen  in  the 
path  of  duty,  and  of  calling  on  them  to  do  that 
which  the  interests  of  New  Zealand  and  its 
people  for  all  times  require  them  this  night 
to   do.      If    the    Government   do   determine 
Sir  Q,  Grey 


on  appointing  such  a  Committee  as  I  ask 
for,  if  they  do  determine  on  that  course, 
I  say  let  honourable  members  rouse  them- 
selves and  refuse  to  have  an3iihing  to  do 
with  this  unholy  matter.  Dismiss  it;  leave 
it  to  the  company.  Let  us  honestly  fulfil  the 
terms  of  a  bargain  which  we  hate  and  detest, 
and  feel  should  never  have  been  imposed  upon 
us ;  and  let  us  submit  for  awhile  longer  to 
that  tyranny  to  gain  a  railway  on  terms,  as 
I  believe,  detrimental  to  New  Zealand,  and 
which  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand  has 
unfortunately  imposed  upon  us.  That  is  my 
advice  to  the  House;  that  is  my  advice 
to  the  Government.  And  I  firmly  believe, 
however  honourable  gentlemen  may  vote  to- 
night, the  hearts  of  many  are  with  me.  I 
believe  that  the  very  Government  who  sit  on 
those  benches,  and  who  are  anxious  to  con- 
clude this  question  in  the  manner  they  pro- 
pose, will  feel  that  I  have  given  them  honest 
and  good  eidvice,  and,  whether  they  do  adopt 
it  or  not,  will  yearn  to  follow  me,  and  would 
rather  stand  by  myself  and  the  few  who,  per- 
haps, will  agree  with  me  this  night  than 
triumph  and  succeed  in  forcing  the  House  so 
suddenly  to  conclude  a  contract  and  agreement 
which,  once  entered  Into,  we  can  never  shake 
ofi,  and  which  will  impose  upon  us  miseries 
and  disabilities  for  centuries  to  come. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  have  listened  with 
much  pleasure  to  the  speech  addressed  to  the 
House  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  upon 
the  subject  at  all ;  but,  after  hearing  the 
honourable  member's  speech,  I  believe  that  he 
has  indicated  the  exact  course  that  should  be 
taken  at  this  juncture — that  is,  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  and  report.  I  think,  if  this  matter  is 
settled  on  the  proposed  basis  within  the  next 
day  or  two  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  there 
is  the  utmost  danger  that  some  mistakes  will 
bo  made,  and  that  a  decision  will  be  come  to 
which  will  involve  the  colony  in  great  danger. 
I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  going  into  the  mat- 
ter further  ;  but  I  must  say  that  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  source  of  all  this  trouble  is  the  fact 
that  the  late  Government  have  led  us  into  an 
error,  which  it  is  our  duty  now  to  correct.  I 
conceive  that  they  made  a  certain  agreement 
with  certain  persons,  and  that  after  the  agree- 
ment was  made  the  Government  departed  from 
it  by  reserving  lands  which  otherwise  this  com- 
pany would  have  had  the  option  of  taking. 
That  is  my  idea  of  the  cause  of  the  present 
trouble.  If  I  am  wrong  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
corrected. 

An  Hon  Member. — The  Government  have 
not  departed  from  the  agreement  at  all. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— If  that  is  the  case,  it 
certainly  strengthens  the  position  of  the  colony. 
I  was  under  a  different  impression.  I  thought 
that  the  Government  had  departed  from  the 
agreement,  and  that  that  was  the  pretext  upon 
which  this  demand  was  made.  But  if  the  Go- 
vernment has  kept  to  its  side  of  the  contract  it 
is  quite  clear  that  the  company  have  no  case 
whatever,  aoid   there  is  no   necessity  to    go 
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further  with  this  matter.  Therefore  I  hope 
that  vre  shall  not  go  into  Committee  upon  this 
question  at  all.  I  may  say  that  I  do  not  object 
to  the  principle  of  railways  being  made  on  the 
land-grant  system.  On  the  contrary,  I  have 
fldways  thought  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
make  our  lines  on  that  principle,  provided  that 
the  conditions  were  fair  and  were  properly 
drawn  up. 

Mr.  FULTON. — Sir,  we  are  asked  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture  to  enter  upon  a  serious  under- 
taking— that  is,  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  consider  a  very  intricate  contract 
indeed,  and  to  decide  whether  that  contract 
is  of  such  a  nature  as  shall  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  colony  or  not ;  and  whether  it  is  such 
a  contract  that  we  can  fairly  and  properly  agree 
to  it.  What  are  the  facts  with  regard  to  this 
railway  ?  I  speak  now  because  I  know  that 
there  are  many  young  members  of  the  House 
who  know  little  about  the  facts.  I  have  myself 
been  a  strong  opponent  of  it  ever  since  it  was 
first  introduced,  and  therefore  I  speak  quite 
frankly  on  the  point  now.  A  number  of  specu- 
lators came  to  this  House  and  asked  for  terms 
to  be  given  to  them  under  which  they  should 
construct  a  railway  between  Christchurch  and 
the  West  Coast.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
by  the  members  of  the  districts  affected  to  get 
the  colony,  in  years  past,  to  tmdertake  the 
construction  of  the  railway:  but  that  has 
been  without  effect ;  and  at  last,  as  I  say,  a 
number  of  speculators  came  to  this  House 
and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  undertake  it  on 
certain  terms.  What  were  these  terms  ? 
In  short,  these :  that,  in  consideration  of 
a  certain  grant  of  land,  they  would  do  it. 
Many  of  us,  thinking  that  it  was  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  at  all  to  imdertake  the 
railway,  opposed  it  strenuously ;  but  the  matter 
has  now  passed  beyond  that  stage,  as  the  House 
decided  in  years  past  to  give  the  speculators  an 
opportunity  of  constructing  this  railway  upon 
terms  decided  on — namely,  that  a  certain 
portion  of  land  should  be  granted  to  them. 
Now  they  have  come  to  us  to  ask  for  further 
concessions,  but  I  have  great  doubt,  and  I 
know  that  there  are  a  large  number  of 
members  in  this  House  who  agree  with  me, 
that  this  is  by  no  means  the  last  oonces- 
Bion  which  will  be  asked  for  by  those  who  are 
pressing  forward  this  matter  more  in  the  in- 
terests of  their  particular  distpots  than  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  And  now  what  does  the 
Premier  say  when  he  asks  us  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  this  contract  ?  He  touches  the  main 
point  in  this  contract  when  he  tells  us  that 
certain  financiers  at  Home  who  have  been  ap- 
plied to  to  find  the  money  for  these  speculators 
to  carry  on  this  railway  say  to  the  colony, 
*'  If  you  have  given  us  land  which  is  worth  so 
muon  money,  say  so  by  giving  us  a  guarantee 
as  to  its  value."  Now,  I  deny  that  at  any 
time  in  the  past  —  and  in  this  I  agree  with 
other  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
on  the  same  point  —  the  land  has  been  de- 
clared to  be  of  a  certain  value.  What  we 
did  say  was  this:  "If  you  are  willing  to 
take  these  lands  at  saoh-and-suoh  a  price. 


then  you  can  go  on  with  the  construction  of 
the  railway."  Many  of  us,  some  from  personal 
inspection,  some  from  evidence  which  was 
brought  before  us,  had  come  to  the  conclusion, 
cuid  had  stated  that  conclusion  in  the  House, 
that  the  land  was  not  worth,  nor  anything 
nearly  worth,  the  money  which  was  fixed  as  its 
minimum  value.  But,  I  say,  had  that  not  been 
agreed  to  by  those  who  were  pressing  this  mat- 
ter on,  had  this  minimum  of  lOs.  per  acre  not 
been  accepted,  the  Act  would  never  have  been 
passed  by  this  House.  And  now  what  we  are 
asked  to  do  is  this :  to  give  a  guarantee  to  these 
speculators  who  want  to  construct  this  railway 
that  the  land  conceded  is  worth  a  million  and 
a  quarter  of  money.  We  might  just  as  well  say 
that  we  guarantee  them  that  sum  of  money  as 
do  that.  Certainly  we  should  involve  the 
colony  in  a  considerable  outlay,  and  should 
burden  ourselves  with  a  prospective  debt ;  and 
we  shall  be  asked  in  a  few  years  to  take 
over  this  railway,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by 
another  speaker,  at  a  value  far  in  excess  of 
what  it  would  cost  us  had  we  undertaken  to 
construct  it  ourselves.  If  the  hand  of  this 
House  is  to  be  forced  by  these  gentlemen,  who 
are  determined  to  carry  this  railway  or — as 
one  gentleman  said  in  Christchurch — "bu'st," 
I  can  only  say  that  I  have  entered  my  protest 
Ckgainst  it,  especially  on  the  one  point  which 
I  think  is  admitted  to  be  the  main  one ;  and 
I  ask,  with  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  that  we  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  go  into  Committee  on  this  contract,  but 
that  the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  evidence  and  to  consider  and 
rejport  as  to  what  is  the  best  method  of  settling 
this  question.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  it 
should  not  be  settled,  for  the  Act  under  which 
the  present  contract  is  presumably  being  carried 
on  is  a  most  ridiculously  faulty  one.  That  was 
pointed  out  when  it  was  under  discussion  in 
years  past.  Before  I  sit  down  I  shall  ask  leave 
to  move  —  and  I  trust  the  Government  will 
accept  this — that  a  Committee  be  appointed  by 
the  Government — ^I  am  quite  prepared  that  the 
Government  should  nominate  the  Committee 
— to  consider  the  whole  question  and  to  bring 
down  a  report  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  I 
beg  to  move  that. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— I  do  not  know  what  ob- 
ject is  to  be  gained  by  referring  the  matter  to  a 
Select  Committee.  The  Committee  would  re- 
port to  the  House,  and  the  House  in  Committee 
would  consider  that  report.  I  think  it  would 
be  far  better,  on  the  present  occasion,  now  that 
the  Bill  is  put  before  us  in  this  shape,  that  the 
House  itself  should  go  into  Committee,  and 
that  we  should  then  adjourn  its  consideration 
for  a  week.  That  would  give  honourable  mem- 
bers ample  time  to  go  through  the  Bill,  and 
to  consider  the  amendments  proposed  in  it.  If 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  probably  after 
the  Committee  had  laboured  at  it  for  a  fortnight 
it  would  bring  down  a  report,  and  then  the 
question  would  come  up  again  in  the  House,  and 
we  should  have  to  consider  whether  we  should 
agree  to  it  or  not.  Nothing  would  be  gained  by 
that.    The  matter  would  have  to  be  foiightout 
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in  the  House  or  in  Committee.  I  think  the 
Government  will  probably  not  adopt  the  BUgges- 
tion  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri, 
but  that  we  shall  at  onoe  go  into  Oommittee ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Ciommittee  itself 
would  be  favourable  to  an  adjournment  for  a 
week,  or  for  such  time  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable. 

Mr.  BLARE.  —  I  have  listened  with  great 
attention  to  the  various  honourable  members 
who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  and  I  am 
certain  that  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  been  speaking  against  the  proposals 
understand  very  little  about  the  oountrjr  of 
which  they  have  been  talking.  I  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  say  a  few  words,  because  I 
think  that,  after  twenty-five  years'  residence 
on  the  ground,  and  knowing  every  foot  of  it,  I 
certainly  do  know  something  of  what  I  am 
speaking  about.  The  only  complaint  from 
members  who  represent  the  district,  if  I  under- 
stood tiie  honourable  member  for  Hokitika 
rightly,  was  that  the  alternate  blocks  were 
not  left  for  the  people  to  choose  their  sections 
from.  Well,  I  think  it  has  been  recommended 
that  750,000  extra  acres,  or  any  amount  of 
acres,  would  have  to  be  given  to  the  company 
to  make  up  the  value  to  £1,250,000.  I  hold 
that  no  extra  acres  will  have  to  be  given  to 
make  up  that  amount.  The  value  of  the  land 
is,  I  see,  to  be  taken  on  the  completion  of  the 
raalway.  When  that  railway  is  completed  the 
land  will  average  in  value  far  more  than  any 
sum  I  have  heard  as  the  value  put  upon  it  by 
any  honourable  gentleman  who  has  spoken  to- 
night. The  value  of  the  timber  alone,  on  the 
average,  I  feel  quite  certain,  will  be  much  over 
tiiis  amount;  because^  after  the  construction 
of  the  railway,  the  timber  will  be  put  on  the 
ships  at  something  like  4s.  6d.  or  5s.  per  hun- 
dred, and,  giving  12s.  6d.  a  ton  for  freight  to 
Canterbury,  or  Wellington,  or  wherever  it  may 
be  wanted,  it  can  be  sold  at  a  large  profit  for 
from  7s.  to  7s.  6d^jper  hundred,  and  first-class 
timber  at  that.  The  land  will  then  be  left  fit 
to  be  sown  with  grass,  and  it  will  then  sell 
for  from  lOs.  to  £10  per  acre,  according  to 
its  position.  Looking  at  it  in  this  light,  which 
is  a  practical  light — and  I  speak  of  it  with 
certainty,  having  owned  and  worked  saw-mills 
there  for  many  years — I  feel  quite  certain  that 
what  I  am  saying  is  true  and  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted. The  number  of  acres  that  will  be 
required,  I  am  sure,  will  not  exceed  the  number 
mentioned  in  the  original  contract.  I  have 
listened  to  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken,  and  especially  to  the  very  respected 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  and  1  feel 
certain  he  has  swayed  this  House  more  by  bis 
bright  eloquence  than  by  his  practical  remarks ; 
but  when  we  think  of  constructing  a  railway 
that  is  to  cost  anything  like  this  amount,  and 
are  talking  about  the  undertaking  of  practiced 
gentlemen  who  know  what  they  are  undertak- 
mg,  we  must  put  aside  all  the  flourishes  about 
the  ** unborn  millions"  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  and  talk  practical  sense,  and  with  a 
knowledge  of  what  we  are  speaking  of.  I  am 
sorry  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  if 
Mr.  TwrnbvXL 


it  is  necessary  to  postpone  the  matter,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  has  said,  I 
think  it  would  be  much  better  to  adjonzn  tha 
discussion  than  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee. 
What  Committee  could  we  appoint  that  would 
understand  what  they  were  doing  ?  They  must 
have  local  knowledge  of  the  district  they  are 
dealing  with,  or  otherwise  there  would  be 
nothing  but  talking  in  a  spirit — ^well,  of  theory ; 
and  theoretical  statesmanship  has  been  more 
practised,  and,  I  fear,  will  be  more  practised, 
from  what  I  have  heard  to-night,  than  practical 
legislation;  and  practical  legislation,  I  contend, 
is  what  we  now  want,  when  we  speak  of  mil- 
lions. I  felt  to-night  that  it  was  my  duty  to 
say  these  few  words.  I  could  say  many  other 
things  concerning  the  district,  the  land,  the 
timber,  and  the  mining  portion  of  the  country. 
Supposing  they  do  find  coal,  well,  somebody 
must  work  it  to  make  it  of  any  use  to  the 
company ;  and,  supposing  gold  is  found  on  the 
land  given  to  the  company,  of  what  use  is  the 
gold  lying  there  amongst  the  rocks  and  mose 
till  they  employ  men  to  take  it  out?  And 
the  employment  of  the  men  of  the  country 
is  the  thing  the  whole  country  is  looking  for. 
Are  we  not  all  wishing  to  put  the  people  on 
the  land  ?  Was  not  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  so  much  against  this  matter  to- 
night, the  representative  for  Auckland  Centnd, 
anxious  for  that  ?  I  understand  he  was  a  cham- 
pion for  putting  people  on  the  land ;  and  yet  he 
comes  here  to-night  and  sways  the  feelings  of 
honourable  gentlemen  with  oratorical  rhapso- 
dies, and  persuades  them  we  are  doing  wrong 
when  we  are  attempting  to  put  people  on  the 
lands,  and  to  open  up  the  country,  which  is 
now  nothing  but  moss,  and  timber,  and  rockB* 
and  will  remain  so  until  something  like  this  is 
done.  Let  the  people  have  the  country  and 
inhabit  it.  This  is  what  I  think  is  necessaxy, 
and  then  the  richer  the  country  is  the  better 
it  is  for  the  company,  and  not  only  for  the  com- 
pany, but,  as  more  people  will  be  required  to 
work  it,  the  more  good  will  be  done  to  this 
country  when  it  is  worked.  These  remarks  are 
made  as  the  result  of  experience,  and  there  are 
other  honourable  gentlemen  who  know  the 
country  who  can  say  that  what  I  have  stated 
is  true.  I  have  travelled  over  the  country,  I 
have  worked  timber  in  it,  and  have  seen  it 
from  end  to  end,  from  the  time  we  first  pene- 
trated it  till  now,  and  I  think  I  may  be  con- 
sidered to  speak  from  experience  on  this 
matter.  If  I  did  not  know  and  understand 
what  I  am  speaking  about  I  should  not  have 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  the 
country  is  in  the  position  to  require  thoughtful 
guidance  from  people  who  know  each  part  of 
the  country.  In  my  opinion  it  is  useless  for 
people  who  live  here  and  have  never  beoi 
upon  that  land  to  stand  up  and  attempt  to 
speak  upon  the  matter  in  a  practical  manner, 
because  they  certainly  know  nothing  at  all 
about  it.  I  will  only  add  that,  if  this  House 
determines  not  to  go  on  with  the  business  to- 

I  night,  I  do  hope  they  will  postpone  the  whole 
matter  for  a  week,  as  suggested  by  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  fox  Timaru,  instead  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.]  Midland  Bailway.  [HOUSE.]  Midland  Railway. 


207 


haTiding  it  oTer  to  a  Select  Committee  one  half, 
ihfe  any  rate,  of  "whom  would  certainly  know 
nothing  about  that  with  which  they  would 
have  to  deal. 

Mr.  YALEKTINE.>-After  listening  to  the 
xemarks  of  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Avon  I  am  rather  puzzled  as  to  the  value  of 
ihia  land.  It  is  generally  stated  to  be  worth 
10b.  per  acre,  and  if  it  is  moss  and  rocks  and 
timber  I  should  think  that  is  a  fair  valuation ; 
Init  if  it  is  good  agricultural  land  I  should 
think  it  is  a  very  low  one ;  and  I  am  led  to 
nndexstand  that  there  is  land  on  this  block 
worth  £5  or  £6  an  acre,  bringing  up  the 
Average  value  of  the  land  to  10s.  per  acre. 
Now,  it  is  not  so  much  on  the  value  of  the  land 
that  I  wish  to  say  anything  to-night.  Most  of 
the  matters  in  connection  with  the  subject  now 
before  us  have  been  dealt  with  very  ably  by 
those  who  are  better  able  to  treat  of  them  than 
I  am ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  points  which  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to.  I  would  specially  direct  attention  to  this : 
that  originally  both  parties  were  agreed  as  to 
the  valuation  to  be  placed  upon  the  land. 
Kow,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  bavins  regard  to 
the  construction  of  railways  on  the  land-grant 
system,  nothing  else,  to  my  mind,  is  satisfactory 
but  a  settled  valuation  as  the  basis  to  go  upon  ^ 
and,  if  we  disturb  that,  we  shall  open  up  no 
end  of  trouble  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
The  Government  are  now  asked  to  guarantee 
£1,250,000  of  money.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
a  million  and  a  quarter  in  the  valuation  of  the 
land,  because  we  have,  if  we  cannot  find  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  equal  to  a  million 
and  a  quarter  in  value,  to  provide  it  in  some 
other  manner,  so  as  to  bring  it  up  to  a  million 
and  a  quarter  sterling. 

Hon.  MKlfBBB8.~N0> 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— Honourable  members 
say  "  No ; "  but  within  the  Canterbury,  West- 
land,  and  Nelson  Districts  we  have  to  provide 
land  worth  a  million  and  a  quarter.  That 
is  the  substance  and  the  essence  of  the  whole 
nndertaking  between  the  Government  and  the 
company.  Now,  supposing  that  this  million 
and  a  quarter  pounds'  worth  of  land  is  not  to 
be  found  there  when  the  estate  is  realised,  I 
ask,  where  are  we  to  find  the  balance  of  the 
land  to  make  up  that  valuation  ?  Then  there 
is  another  matter.  We  were  to  provide  that 
million  and  a  quarter  pounds'  worth  of  land  in 
alternate  blocks.  That  was  the  original  con- 
tract ;  but  the  Government  are  now  practically 
asked  to  retain  the  remaining  blocks  until 
the  whole  of  the  blocks  belonging  to  the  rail- 
way company  have  been  realised,  to  find  out 
whether  that  million  and  a  quarter's  worth 
of  land  exists  within  the  districts  mentioned. 
Very  well,  is  that  not  virtually  shutting  up  all 
the  land  owned  by  the  Government  for  fifteen 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  railway  until 
such  time  as  the  land  belonging  to  the  rail- 
way company  has  been  realised  ?  Now,  there 
is  another  matter  which  rather  troubles  mc. 
The  company  are  asking  us  to  give  them 
thirty  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  land,  which 
js^to^be  invested  in  trustees,   or  somebody 


else,  for  the  payment  of  certain  sections  of 
the  railway.  Any  one  can  construct  a  rail- 
way if  you  give  him  land  sufficient  to  pay  for 
the  construction  of  the  line.  We  are  under  no 
compliment  to  the  constructor  of  the  line  if  we 
have  to  provide  him  with  mecuis  to  constmot 
it.  It  may  be  said  that  only  50  per.  cent  is  to 
be  given ;  but  we  may  have  to  find  the  whole 
of  the  capital.  The  land  may  not  be  all  stones 
and  moss,  but  very  good  land,  and  the  company 
can  deal  with  it  just  as  they  like. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — No. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— It  says  so— «*to  seU  or 
otherwise,  or  mortgage  it."  More  likely  mort- 
gage it,  I  should  imagine. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Look  at  Paper  No.  19. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— But  that  is  a  matter 
which  has  not  yet  been  agreed  to.  It  has  never 
come  before  the  House  till  now. 

Major  ATELINSON.- The  Government  pro- 
pose it. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— But  in  the  meantime 
the  company  are  not  bound  by  this  in  any  way. 
Then,  there  is  the  matter  with  regard  to  the 
registration  of  the  company.  I  do  not  attach 
much  importance  to  that.  The  company  has 
its  representative  here,  and  it  would  be  bound 
to  pay  taxation  according  to  the  property-tax. 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
made  a  great  deal  about  the  land  being  alien- 
ated, or,  so  to  speak,  being  taken  up  by  the 
company,  and  tnat  we  were  depriving  the 
people  and  the  unborn  millions  from  parti- 
cipating in  the  benefits  which  are  to  be  derived 
from  the  use  of  this  land.  What  would  be  the 
use  of  the  land  to  the  company  if  they  could 
not  sell  it  at  once  ?  Their  whole  object  is  to 
get  rid  of  the  land,  when  they  acquire  it ;  and 
I  apprehend  that  any  settlement  which  may  be 
effected  on  the  land  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  country.  The  company  will  not  only  bring 
population,  but  it  will  bring  in  material  of 
every  sort ;  they  will  have  people  with  grow- 
ing families  taking  up  lands,  and  so  cause  an 
increase  of  population  on  their  estates,  and 
gradually  they  get  rid  of  their  property. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Local  industries. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— Yes,  they  will  establish 
local  industries  in  every  place,  where  they  have 
set  up  townships.  Honourable  members  may 
laugh,  but  I  have  some  idea  of  settling  a  district. 
The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  o^n  up  the  district 
by  a  railway.  As  soon  as  it  is  opened  to  a  cer- 
tain point  they  lay  a  town  ofi  on  paper,  and 
sell  it  to  great  advantage,  comer  sections  being 
of  very  great  value.  The  next  thing  to  set  up 
is  a  very  pretty  hotel  —  comer  sections  are 
^ways  very  valuable  for  that  purpose — also  a 
bank.  They  would  start  a  township  here  and 
a  townshin  there.  It  is  not  merely  what  they 
get  from  tne  sale  of  the  sections,  but  the  esta- 
blishment of  these  townships  and  settlements 
increases  the  value  of  their  remaining  land. 
That  takes  me  to  the  o^uestion  of  reserving 
these  750,000  acres  for  nuning  purposes :  I  am 
rather  puzzled  about  that,  because  I  understand 
stand  Uie  Government  have  the  right  to  step 
in  and  resume  the  land  for  mining  purposes ;  so 
that  I  cannot  see  any  sense  in  reservmg  these 
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750,000  acres.  I  should  like  some  explcmation 
on  that  point.  I  simply  wish  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  bringing  the  country  under  any 
extraordinary  obligations  to  the  Bailway  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  this  line.  I  have 
every  sympathy  with  the  undertaking  so  far  as 
the  land-system  of  construction  is  concerned ; 
but  I  do  not  see  that  we  should  be  called 
upoti  to  make  any  extraordinary  sacrifices  for 
a  railway  company.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
"rickety"  company; — far  from  it.  Neither 
can  I  say  it  is  a  strong  company  ;  but  I  hap- 
pen to  know  the  names  of  several  of  the  direc- 
tors, and  I  know  they  are  men  who  would  not 
lend  their  names  to  anything  whatever  of  a 
*•  rickety  *'  nature. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  is  with  a  great  sense  of 
zesponsibility,  Sir,  that  I  rise  on  this  occasion 
to  address  the  House.  Never  since  I  have  been 
in  the  House  have  I  felt  so  great  a  responsibility 
rest  upon  the  member  for  Kumara,  and  for  this 
reason :  The  welfare  of  Westland  and  of  the 
inhabitajits  of  the  West  Coast  for  all  time 
depends  on  the  decision  of  this  House  on  this 
particular  question.  It  is  of  no  use  heeding  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  The  time  has  passed  to  dis- 
cuss whether  or  not  lands  should  be  given  for 
construction  of  public  works.  I  think  the  House 
is  thoroughly  aware  of  the  position  in  which 
we  stand.  If  the  question  to  be  decided  was 
whether  the  land  should  be  given  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway,  or  whether  the  rail- 
way should  be  made  by  the  colony  out  of  loan, 
I  should  say  it  ought  to  be  made  out  of  loan,  and 
that  we  should  keep  the  land  for  the  West  Coast 
people.  If  this  matter  is  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  it  is  simply  a  question  of  how  far 
the  contract  which  has  been  in  existence  should 
be  amended  so  as  to  meet  the  views  of  both 
parties.  Let  me  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  this  fact:  that,  while  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony  you  have  constructed  railways  out  of 
loans  or  by  land-grants — as  in  the  case,  for  in- 
Btcmce,  of  district  railways,  regarding  which 
the  colony  has  eventually  to  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  these  and  purchase  them — and  the 
people  of  Westland  have  had  to  pay  their  share 
towards  the  construction  of  all  these  lines,  yet 
Westland  has  not  got  twenty  miles  of  railway 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Wairarapa  may  sneer,  but  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  up  to  his  neck 
in  the  sludge-channel  the  position  would  be 
congenial,  for  he  is  always  mud-throwing.  He 
was  "very  small  potatoes"  a  few  years  ago 
when  he  first  came  to  the  Coast.  He  made  his 
money  from  the  miners :  now  he  sneers  at 
them.  This  is  no  laughing  matter;  and  I  may 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
people  of  the  West  Coast  were  the  people 
who  gave  him  a  start  in  life.  I  hope  he 
will  not  interrupt  me  again.  I  repeat  that 
railways  have  been  made  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony,  while  Westland  has  been  left  entirely 
out  in  the  cold.  Let  me  put  this  to  the 
House:  that  since  the  Bill  was  passed,  and 
since  the  contract  was  entered  mto,  a  new 
existence  has  been  given  to  the  people  on  the 
Mr,  Valentine 


West  Coast.  Even  in  connection  with  the 
small  amount  of  work  that  has  gone  on  up  till 
now  two  new  townships  have  sprung  into  exist- 
ence, and  the  population  and  prosperity  of  the 
district  has  been  increased ;  and  the  granting  of 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Bailway  has  driven 
away  depression  and  made  Westland  one  of  the 
most  fiourishing  parts  of  the  colony  at  the 
present  time.  It  has  done  more ;  it  has  found 
employment  for  the  unemployed  of  Canterbury. 
We  have  one  thousand  men  employed  who,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  railway,  would  have 
been  crying  for  Government  work  at  4s.  a  day. 
That  is  a  practical  answer  to  what  has  been 
said  in  favour  of  stopping  these  work&  If 
the  House  does  not  agree  to  an  alteration  in 
the  contract  so  as  to  allow  the  railway  to  go 
on,  you  will  have  these  one  thousand  five 
hundred  or  two  thousand  men  thrown  on  to  a 
small  community,  and  the  distress  that  will 
ensue  will  be  something  horrible  to  depict. 
And  this  is  the  question  I  put  to  the  House: 
Will  you  stop  these  works  ?  Will  you  deprive 
these  men  of  employment,  and  drive  them  from 
the  West  CoMt  ?  Now  we  come  to  the  question 
of  alternate  blocks.  I  would  sweep  away  the 
alternate  blocks  in  three  words — the  alternate 
blocks  are  embraced  in  the  750,000  acres  re- 
served for  mining  purposes.  If  I  had  known 
the  question  was  to  have  assumed  the  present 
phase  I  should  have  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines 
to  produce  a  map  showing  the  reserves  made  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Lamach  when  he  was  Minister 
of  Mines  in  January  last;  and  it  would  prove 
that  from  Tef emakau  Biver  down  to  Greymouth 
is  within  the  750,000  acres,  and  from  Grey- 
mouth  to  Beef  ton  is  within  the  750,000  acres ; 
and  the  land  was  all  taken  from  the  company 
and  given  to  the  people  of  the  West  Coast. 
Sir,  that  was  called  "  Mr.  Lamach*s  mis- 
ta*ke,"  I  believe,  by  the  late  Cabinet  and  mem- 
bers in  this  House.  If  he  never  made  any 
greater  mistake  than  that  he  will  not  suffer, 
because  there  is  not  a  man  on  the  West  Coast 
but  will  respect  him  for  having  preserved  the 
mining  industry  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
That  reserve  was  withdrawn,  but  by  Schedule  F 
of  this  contract  you  will  find  that  all  land  which 
from  time  to  time  it  may  be  considered,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Queen,  should  be  reserved  or  set 
apart  for  mining  is  to  be  so  reserved,  provided 
the  land  so  reserved  or  set  apart  shall  not  in 
the  aggregate  exceed  750,000  acres.  Therefore 
I  tell  you  that  this  750,000  acres  where  mining 
is  going  on  is  the  very  land  members  will  say 
will  become  available ;  but,  seeing  that  yon 
have  the  power  of  taking  the  whole  of  the 
principal  land,  the  colony  must  get  the  full 
value  for  it.  I  think  some  honourable  mem- 
bers said  that  the  position  the  House  was 
placed  in  now  was  owing  to  some  blunder  on  the 
part  of  the  previous  Government ;  but  I  would 
say  this :  that  it  is  not  the  Government  thafe 
was  responsible  for  any  errors  that  took  place* 
When  the  question  was  before  the  House  as 
to  fixing  the  value  of  the  land,  whether  it- 
should  be  10s.  an  acre  or  fixed  at  a  given  value, 
I  proposed  an  amendment  that  the  property- 
tax  valuation,  as  fixed  for  valuing  propBrtiet- 
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under  the  Grown  and  Native  Lands  Bating 
Act,  should  bo  the  value  given  to  the  land ;  but 
the  House  resolved  to  the  contrary,  and  said 
the  minimnm  value  should  be  lOs.  an  acre. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — The  Premier  proposed  it. 

Mr.  SEDDOI^.— The  Premier  proposed  it 
because  it  was  forced  upon  him  by  the  House. 
Had  he  not  agreed  to  that  the  Bill  would  not 
have  gone  through.  I  therefore  say  that  it  is 
unfair  to  throw  blame  and  responsibility  on  the 
previous  Government,  when  it  was  the  House 
that  assumed  to  value  the  land  at  not  less  than 
10s.  an  acre.  But  the  House  did  it  in  ignor- 
ance, because  it  did  not  know  the  real  value  of 
the  land.  If  the  Grown  itself  valued  it  at  from 
3s.  6d.  to  10s.  an  acre  for  rating  purposes,  they 
were  not  giving  the  company  good  value  by 
saying  that  the  whole  should  be  valued  at  not 
less  than  lOs.  But,  Sir,  there  was  another 
mistake  made,  and  that  was  this :  that  in  re- 
spect of  mining  under  subsection  (9).  The  side- 
note  of  the  subsection  as  it  stands  reads  thus : 
"  Land  within  mining  districts  al5;o  excluded.*' 
That  meant  that  no  land  could  have  been 
selected  in  Westland,  because  the  whole  of 
WesUand  is  a  mining  district;  the  greater 
part  of  Nelson  is  a  mining  district,  and  some 
of  Canterbury  is  a  mining  district.  But  the 
mistake  was  made  in  subsection  (9)  itself, 
which  did  not  do  what  the  side-note  intended 
it  should.  It  reads  as  follows :  **  No  land  now 
used  for  mining  purposes  or  which  shall  be 
known  gold- workings  shall  be  deemed  Grown 
lands  under  this  Act."  Therefore  the  mistake 
was  made  there,  because  when  the  legal  inter- 
pretation was  given  of  what  is  called  "work- 
ingK"  the  barristei-s  gave  an  opinion  that  it 
meant  the  land  actually  being  worked  at 
the  time.  The  company,  under  the  present 
contract,  have  a  right  to  surround  every 
mining  claim  in  Westland,  and  to  select 
the  land  which  surrounds  every  claim.  They 
have  that  power  under  the  first  contract,  and, 
seeing  that  they  are  willing  to  waive  that  con- 
dition, I  think  that  to  get  out  of  the  present 
bungle  is  worth  fifty  of  the  concessions  which 
the  Government  asked  the  House  to  agree  to 
this  evening.  I  have  listened,  I  must  say,  with 
very  great  pain  to  hear  Westland  and  its 
wealth,  Westland  as  a  part  of  the  colony,  re- 
viled in  the  way  it  has  been,  and  by  some  who 
owe  it  a  very  deep  debt  of  gratitude.  I  regret 
very  much  the  remarks  made  by  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Inangahua,  the  present  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Te  Aro.  When  he  was  representing  a 
mining  district  ho  himself  pleaded  in  this 
House  that  justice  should*  be  done  to  Westland 
by  the  construction  of  the  East  and  West  Goast 
Railway ;  and,  Sir,  I  will  say  this,  and  I  say  it 
without  fear  of  contradiction :  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  stand  upon  any  plat- 
form in  Westland  and  tell  the  community 
there  that  the  public  estate  was  of  no  value. 
He  knows  the  vast  amount  of  wealth  that  has 
been  taken  from  that  one  spot,  Becfton,  from 
gold- workings ;  and  he  knows  that  not  an  acre  of 
land  that  has  been  taken  up  there  and  worked 
daring  the  last  twenty  years  has  yielded  less 
tiian  £750  to  £800  per  acre.    Honourable  mem- 


hers  may  question  that  assertion,  but  I  will 
refer  them  to  State  documents  to  prove  it. 
When  the  District  Engineer  was  sent  down  to 
value  that  part  of  the  country,  when  the  nego- 
tiations were  going  on  with  the  Messrs.  Brogden 
to  bring  in  certain  water-races  to  work  all 
auriferous  lands,  the  land  was  valued  by  the 
officers  of  the  Government  at  £750  an  acre.  Sir, 
with  the  member  for  Hokitika  I  may  say  this 
to  the  House :  that  there  have  been  a  number 
of  applications  made  by  settlers  for  land  in 
several  parts  of  Westland.  I  allude  to  the 
Wataroa,  Big  Wanganui,  and  Lake  Brunner  dis- 
tricts. These  applications  have  been  held  over 
for  the  last  two  years,  pending  the  settlement 
of  this  question.  If  this  question  is  settled, 
and  the  land  withdrawn  as  proposed,  or  definite 
arrangements  are  made  vnth  the  company,  X 
am  convinced  these  people  will  be  satisfied, 
and  will  be  able  to  maJce  their  applications  and 
get  on  the  land.  If  this  matter  is  hung  up  any 
longer,  and  in  an  indefinite  manner,  nothing 
will  be  done.  The  present  contract  may  go  on 
for  a  time,  but,  as  for  removing  any  restrictions 
or  setting  the  matter  at  rest,  it  will  not  take 
place.  There  are  some  Gommittee  objections 
which  I  shall  take  to  the  proposals,  but  I  believe 
these  objections  will  be  met  in  Gommittee  of 
the  whole  House.  If  it  is  referred  to  a  Select 
Gommittee,  it  means  that  that  Gommittee  may 
report  within  a  week  or  perhaps  a  fortnight. 
Then  we  shall  have  the  question  in  Gommittee 
of  the  Whole.  The  question  will  have  to  be 
argued  the  same  as  now,  and  I  should  much 
prefer  to  take  the  matter  in  Gommittee  of  the 
whole  House,  so  that  those  who  know  something 
about  it  may  help  to  guide  those  who  are  not 
aware  of  the  facta  of  the  case.  Aa  sai J  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Avon,  if  the  question 
were  referred  to  a  Select  Gommittee  it  might 
be  referred  to  some  honourable  members  who 
might  not  know  very  much  about  it,  and  who 
would  have  to  depend  upon  the  evidence  which 
was  come-at-able  within  a  reasonable  time. 
With  those  facts  before  the  House,  it  is  for  the 
House  to  say,  under  the  circumstances,  if  the 
proposed  contract  is  fair  and  reasonable.  It  ap- 
pears mistakes  have  been  made  by  the  colony 
and  by  the  first  promoters  also;  but,  seeing 
that  we  have  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare 
and  others  to  deal  with,  who  have  visited  the 
colony,  seen  the  land  for  themselves,  and  are 
still  willing  to  assist  us,  would  it  not  be  in- 
jurious to  the  credit,  to  the  honour  of  this 
colony  if  we  repudiated,  procrastinated,  sent 
back  three  millions  of  money  which  is  now  at 
hand  for  the  construction  of  the  work  ?  If  that 
is  to  go  back,  and  if  New  Zealand  is  to  have 
another  blot  in  the  London  market,  let  the 
responsibility  be  on  those  who  vote  for  that  stain 
on  our  national  honour.  I,  for  one,  believe 
that,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  con- 
tract will  be  so  framed  as  to  benefit  the  colony, 
the  company,  and  the  people  of  Westland. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  was  going  to  suggest, 
as  there  is  no  chance  of  finishing  this  matter 
to-night,  that  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to 
adjourn  until  Tuesday.  That  would  give  the 
Government  time  to  consider  the  speeches  that 
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have  been  made ;  and  if,  upon  consideration, 
they  think  the  House  desires  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, then  they  will  be  prepared  to  propose 
it.  Whether  that  will  be  uie  oest  course  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  at  present.  I  want  the 
House  distinctly  to  understand  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  not  in  any  way  desirous  of  forcing 
this  matter.  They  will  endeavour  to  give  the 
fullest  possible  time  for  its  consideration,  and 
it  is  with  that  object,  and  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment time  to  reconsider  the  matter,  that  I 
shall  move  the  adjournment  of  this  debate.  I 
hope  the  House  will  accede  to  this.  I  shall 
make  it  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday, 
at  half-nast  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  agree  with  the  Premier 
that  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  would  be 
the  best  thing  to  adopt ;  but  I  would  ask  if,  in 
the  meantime,  he  would  get  a  copy  of  the  map 
I  alluded  to,  showing  the  auriferous  land  which 
the  Committee  reconunended  should  be  re- 
served for  auriferous  purposes.  If  a  copy  of 
that  map  were  placed  in  the  lobbies  it  would 
remove  the  false  impression  that  exists  in  the 
minds  of  some  honourable  members. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  recognise  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  anxious  to  carry  this  matter 
to  a  conclusion,  and  I  therefore  feel  that  the 
best  course  to  pursue  is  to  acquiesce  in  the 
proposal  which  he  thinks  it  desirable  to  make. 
I  should  like  to  say,  however,  before  the  House 
rises,  that  it  is  not  a  question  affecting  only 
part  of  the  colony,  but  the  whole  colony ;  and 
honourable  members  cannot  fail  to  be  struck 
with  this :  that  the  late  Government  were  very 
anxious  to  see  arrangements  made  for  carrying 
out  this  railway,  and  the  present  Government 
have  equally  displayed  a  desire  to  see  the  work 
carried  out.  And  surely  it  is  a  legitimate 
conclusion  to  come  to  that,  if  a  Government 
— which  in  many  instances  has  a  greater 
means  of  knowing  what  is  good  for  the 
country  than  it  is  possible  for  individual  mem- 
bers to  possess — declares  that  it  will  be  for 
the  good  of  the  country  to  proceed  with  that 
work,  it  must  strike  honourable  members  as  a 
remarkable  coincidence  that  two  Governments, 
differing  widely  in  many  respects,  see  in  the 
large  works  incidental  to  the  progress  of  this 
railway  such  an  advantage  to  the  colony ;  and  it 
should  lead  them  to  think  it  desirable  the  works 
should  proceed,  although,  in  doing  so,  they 
may  have  to  concede  to  some  extent  theoretical 
objections.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  convinced 
that,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony  and  the  general  desire  to  avoid  the  ex- 
penditure of  borrowed  money,  no  better  time 
could  be  selected  or  could  be  more  suitable  for 
getting  this  work  completed  by  private  enter- 
prise. I  recognise,  therefore,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  honourable  members,  whatever 
their  political  opinions  may  be,  to  support  the 
Government  in  this  matter,  which  is  one  far 
above  any  party  considerations,  and  one  which 
affects  the  well-being  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 

Major  Atkinson 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  8th  November,  1887. 


First  Beadings— Second  Beading— Tliird  Beading— 
Legislative  Ck>unciL 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Phoenix  Assurance  Company  of  London  Bill, 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2). 

SECOND  READING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2). 

THIRD  READING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2). 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said, — I  may 
say  that,  in  moving  this  resolution,  I  have  un- 
dertaken a  duty  not  very  agreeable.  Whatever 
the  consequences  may  be,  or  whatever  may 
arise  out  of  it,  and  whatever  the  decision  of  the 
Council  may  be,  I  see  there  must  be  to  some 
extent  an  amount  of  dissatisfaction  caused; 
but,  looking  at  the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
at  the  present  time,  I  feel  that  I  have  nnder- 
taken  a  duty  which  must  be  performed,  and  I 
hope  that  the  Council  will  look  at  it  from  the 
same  point  of  view  as  myself,  that  there  is  a 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  in  this  direction.  There 
has  been  a  very  general  opinion — an  opinion  in 
which  I  entirely  concur — that  the  increases 
made  from  time  to  time  in  this  Council  were  to 
an  extent  which  was  not  desirable.  I  think 
that  when  the  Council  was  smaller  in  number 
than  it  is  at  present  the  business  of  the  Council 
was  quite  as  well  done  as  it  is  now.  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  list  which  I  have  taken  out  showing 
the  number  of  members  of  both  Houses,  and  how 
they  have  been  from  time  to  time  increased. 
In  the  Legislative  Council  of  1877,  which  ia  ten 
years  ago,  the  number  of  members  was  forty- 
three;  in  1885  the  Coimcil  had  increased  to 
fifty-four,  this  being  the  largest  numbei^ever 
known  in  the  Council.  At  the  present  time 
the  Council  consists  of  forty-nine  members. 
Now,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  number  of 
Councillors  at  the  present  time  is  unnecessarily 
large,  and  it  involves  —  and  that  is  a  point 
which  I  now  desire  to  refer  to  without  going 
into  a  number  of  other  questions  —  a  matter 
of  economy  and  expense,  because  it  does  entail 
a  considerable  expense  to  the  country  that 
the  number  of  members  should  be  more  than 
absolutely  necessary  for  carrying  the  .business 
through.  Sir,  the  amount  of  money  expended 
on  the  General  Assembly — that  is,  not  the  last 
session,  but  the  session  of  1886 — was  £46,572. 
I  think  honourable  members  will  agree  with 
me  that  that  is  a  large  amount  of  expenditure 
for  such  a  purpose  in  one  year.  Now,  this  year 
the  expenditure   will   be   increased,   because 
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tfaeze  has  been  an  additional  session ;  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that  it  will  be  not  less 
than  upwards  of  £60,000.  It  is  impossible,  of 
course,  to  say  exactly  what  it  will  be  till  the 
session  ends.  I  think  I  mav  fairly  assume 
that  at  the  end  of  1887  it  will  be  fully  £60,000. 
In  looldng  at  this  fact,  the  question  arises 
how  that  Tery  large  sum  can  be  decreased. 
There  are,  it  appears  to  me,  two  modes  by 
which  a  decrease  can  take  place.  One  is  by  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members,  and  the 
other  is  by  a  reduction  of  the  honorarium.  The 
second  point  I  do  not  propose  to  touch  upon 
to-day.  The  question  now  is  with  regard  to  the 
reduction  of  members,  and  if  the  proposals  that 
are  made  are  carried  out  the  reduction  in  each 
year  will  be  upwards  of  £8,000^that  is,  taking 
into  consideration  the  two  Houses.  If  the  one 
is  decreased  the  other  can  be  decreased,  for,  I 
apprehend,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  will 
not  allow  this  Council  to  remain  at  forty-nine 
members  should  it  be  reduced  to  seventy.  I 
would  also  point  out  that  the  motion  states, 
*'^  in  the  event  of  a  reduction  being  made."  In 
regard  to  a  reduction,  there  should  be  one  to  a 
very  considerable  extent.  The  number  at  the 
present  time,  as  I  say,  is  forty-nine.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  reduce  that  number  by  fourteen — that 
is,  to  bring  it  down  to  thirty-five.  And  it  is 
proposed  that  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  number  should  be  reduced  to  seventy. 
That  course  will  result  in  a  very  considerable 
saving  to  the  country ;  the  exact  amount  will 
be  £8,190.  Honourable  members,  I  am  sure, 
will  agree  with  me  that  if  that  sum  of  money 
could  be  saved  it  would  be  desirable  to  save  it, 
provided  you  do  not  decrease  the  efficiency  of 
the  Council.  Well,  Sir,  those  who  recollect 
this  Council  as  I  recollect  it  for  a  great  many 
years  past  will,  I  feel  sure,  bear  me  out  in 
saying  that  when  the  number  of  members  was 
very  much  less  than  it  is  at  the  present  time 
the  business  was  done  in  as  efficient  a  manner 
as  it  is  now.  In  1866  the  Council  only  con- 
sisted of  thirty-six  members,  about  the  pro- 
posed number ;  and  honourable  members  will 
agree  that  the  business  then  was  carried  on  as 
efficiently  as  when  it  afterwards  became  in- 
creased, and  I  do  not  think  that  the  adding 
of  numbei^  has  added  to  its  efficiency.  No 
doubt  it  adds  to  the  expense,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  there  is  any  greater  efficiency 
which  counterbalances  the  cost.  To  my  mind, 
it  does  not  do  so.  I  think,  looking  at  the  func- 
tions and  duties  of  the  Council,  thirty-five  are 
sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Then  comes  the 
question  how  this  reduction  can  be  efieoted. 
That  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  now.  That  is 
a  question  which  it  is  proposed  in  the  motion 
to  refer  to  a  Committee.  I  think  it  best  to 
confine  the  question  before  the  Council  to-day 
to  the  point  as  to  whether  a  reduction  is 
desirable,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  should  take 
place.  Any  action  necessary  upon  such  a  deci- 
sion would  be  ts^en  at  some  future  time.  If 
such  a  decision  were  come  to  it  could  only 
come  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  present 
Parliament.  Therefore  it  may  be  three  years 
before  it  comes  into  operation.    At  all  events, 


it  cannot  come  into  operation  till  the  time ' 
I  have  mentioned.  But  it  is  desirable,  I 
think,  if  it  is  desirable  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion at  all,  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  time.  Honourable  members  will 
agree  that  there  is  no  exciting  subject  before 
us  at  present;  and  we  shall  thus  have  an 
opportunity  of  looking  calmly  at  the  matter. 
It  is  better,  therefore,  that  we  should  con- 
sider i^  now  than  that  it  should  be  left  till 
the  eve  of  an  election,  or  when  there  was 
any  other  great  exciting  subject  before  the 
country.  We  can  now  come  calmly  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  question,  and  this,  I  feel  sure, 
the  Council  will  be  disposed  to  give  it,  whatever 
may  be  its  decision  in  the  matter.  I  think  I 
need  only  refer  to  one  circumstance  to  show 
how  undesirable  it  is  that  a  thing  should  be 
driven  to  the  last  moment.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  remember  that  in  1886  there  was  a 
proposition  made  that  there  should  be  a  read- 
justment of  the  electoral  districts  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives.  To  my  mind,  that  Bill  : 
ought  to  have  been  passed  in  that  session. . 
Unquestionably  that  was  the  time  it  should 
have  been  done  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  stood 
over  till  1887,  and  the  consequence  was  that  a 
dissolution  had  taken  place,  and  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  election  had  to  be  made  then, 
and  everything  was  done  in  a  great  hurry,  and 
nothing  was  done  well.  Therefore  it  is  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  bringing  up  this  question  at 
the  present  time,  on  the  ground  that  we  are 
now  in  a  better  state  to  consider  it  than  we  may  ■ 
possibly  to  be  in  any  future  time.  In  the  case  of 
a  difierence  of  opinion  between  the  two  Houses, 
that  would  be  a  matter  to  be  dealt  with  here- 
after. It  has  not  escaped  me  that  some  pro- 
vision might  be  necessary,  and  I  have  given 
some  consideration  to  the  subject,  and  I  find  a 
very  peculiar  state  of  things  existing  where  the 
number  of  members  in  the  Upper  House,  or 
whatever  it  may  be  called,  is  limited.  In  look- 
ing over  the  Constitutions  of  various  States,  and 
also  of  the  colonies,  I  find  that  no  provision  is 
made,  except  in  one  case,  so  far  as  I  can  trace, 
for  meeting  the  case  of  its  being  found  neces- 
sary to  reconcile  the  two  Houses  in  the  event  of 
disagreement.  There  is  no  such  provision  in 
Canada,  and  there  is  no  such  provision  in 
America,  nor  in  a  number  of  other  States  where 
there  are  two  Houses  in  which  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Upper  House,  by  whatever 
name  it  may  be  called,  is  limited.  I  find  that 
in  Victoria,  South  Australia,  and  Tasmania  the 
members  are  elected,  and,  as  the  numbers  are 
therefore  limited  b^  Act,  they  cannot  be  in- 
creased, and  there  is  no  State,  so  far  as  I  can 
trace,  in  which  any  provision  is  made  for  any 
arrangement  by  which  the  decisions  of  the  two 
Houses  can  be  reconciled.  Sir,  it  appears  to 
me  that  there  are  some  modes  by  which  this 
can  be  conveniently  done.  There  appears  to  be 
somewhere  a  provision,  though  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  where  the  plan  is  practised,  by 
which,  in  the  event  of  a  Lower  Chamber  passing 
a  Bill  and  the  Upper  House  not  agreeing  to  it, 
if  it  be  passed  by  the  Lower  House  a  second 
time  after  a  dissolution  it  should  become  law^ 
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without  the  assent  of  the  Council.  I  do  not 
consider  that  is  a  good  provision.  Then,  there  is 
also  this  provision,  which  exists  in  one  country 
only,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  that  is  Norway,  by 
which,  after  they  had  exliausted  all  the  usual 
means,  such  as  conferences,  and  so  forth,  of 
coming  to  a  conclasion,  the  two  Chambers 
would  assemble  as  one  House  and  deal  with 
the  matter  finally.  It  may  be  a  question  as  to 
whether  that  is  a  desirable  method ;  but,  look- 
ing into  the  States  cf  Canada  and  the  other 
States  I  have  named,  and  finding  that  no  diffi- 
culty has  arisen  through  there  being  no  such 
provision,  I  think  it  becomes  a  question  whe- 
ther we  ought  to  adopt  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  question  as  to  whether  there  would  be 
a  very  great  saving  by  a  reduction  in  the 
honorarium  I  am  not  going  into  now.  That 
reduction  would,  according  to  the  Financial 
Statement,  effect  a  saving  of  £10,000.  This 
would  make  a  saving  of  some  £8,0C)0 ;  but  the 
whole  amount  that  would  be  saved  by  reducing 
the  number  of  members  and  the  honorarium, 
$A  proposed  in  the  Financial  Statement,  would 
be  something  like  £20,000.  I  would  ask 
honourable  members  whether,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  colony  and  its  financial 
condition,  it  is  not  desirable  that  a  saving  of 
that  kind  should  be  effected,  if  it  can  be 
effected  without  prejudice  and  injury  to  the 
colony.  Then  comes  the  question  whether 
any  injury  would  arise.  I  think,  for  my  own 
part,  that  both  the  House  of  Hepresentativos 
and  the  Legislative  Council  would  be  benefited 
by  a  considerable  reduction  of  their  numbers. 
It  would  reduce  the  length  of  the  session,  and 
reduce  the  cost  of  printing  and  various  other 
matters ;  and,  putting  all  these  together,  I 
thiiik  the  amount  of  saving  I  have  named  is 
within  the  mark.  It  would  reduce  the  cost  of 
ordinary  sessions  of  the  Assembly  from  what  it 
is  now  to  about  £25,000 ;  and  I  think  this  ex- 
penditure of  £25,000  a  year  upon  a  sitting  of 
the  General  Assembly  ample  for  all  reasonable 
purposes.  I  am  not  going  now  into  the  ques- 
tion of  effecting  a  saving  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  that  I  have  named,  and  that  is  a 
riaduction  in  the  number  of  members.  No 
doubt  there  will  be  a  considerable  difficulty  as 
to  how  this  will  take  place,  and  I  confess  I 
have  found  it  difficult  to  suggest  how  the 
change  should  be  made.  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  any  proposition  to  the  Council  in  that 
direction,  as  the  Council  should  consider  for 
themselves  how  it  should  be  done,  or  whether 
the  number  of  members  should  be  limited,  and, 
if  limited,  what  number  it  should  be.  In  con- 
sidering this  matter,  which  the  Government 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  consideration  to, 
they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Legislative  Council  should  be  half  the  number 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  that 
Chamber  should  not  consist  of  more  than 
seventy  members.  I  find  that  in  1860  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  fifty-three ;  in  1870,  seventy- 
four;  in  1880,  eighty-eight;  and  in  1887, 
ninety-five  members.  Honourable  members 
of  this  Chamber  no  doubt  watch  the  pro- 
Hon.  Sir  F*  Whitaker 


ceedings  of  the  other  House ;  and  I  aak  th'env 
especially  the  older  members,  and  those  mem- 
bers here  who  have  sat  in  the  other  House^ 
whether  or  not  when  the  number  is  reduced 
the  business  of  the  country  is  not  likely  to  be 
done  just  as  well  as  at  present,  and  whether 
that  has  not  been  the  case  in  the  past.  My 
opinion  is  that  in  some  instances  it  has  been 
better  done.  Seeing  that  we  shall  be  the  means,, 
by  making  this  reduction,  of  saving  £8,000  or 
£9,000  a  year,  I  think  such  a  reduction  should 
take  place.  I  think  the  Council  should  fairly 
consider  this  question.  No  doubt  there  will  be 
matters  which  it  would  be  just  as  well  we 
should  not  discuss  at  present.  All  I  wish  is 
that  the  Council  should  look  at  the  question 
from  a  fair  point  of  view,  and  look  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  This  motion  is  not 
tending  to  anything  but  the  expressing  of  our 
opinion,  and  I  may  explain  that  I  have  con- 
sidered it  advisable  to  bring  it  forward  thus 
early  so  that  it  might  indicate  that  we  have  not 
been  led  by  the  other  House  in  taking  action 
in  the  matter,  but  have  done  it  by  our  own 
free  will.  Looking  at  the  position  of  the 
country,  and  all  the  matters  I  have  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Council,  I  think  the 
Council  is  in  a  position  to  express  its  opinion 
on  the  subject ;  and  the  sooner  it  expresses  its 
opinion  the  better,  because  no  doubt  the- 
question  must  come  up ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  effect  will  have  to  be  given  to  the 
decision  of  the  Council,  if  it  agrees  to  this 
motion,  will  be  by  Bill.  I  was  desirous  that  it 
should  appear  that  we  were  not  being  driven 
into  anything  of  the  kind,  but  that  we  were 
voluntarily  facing  the  circumstances  placed 
before  us.  As  I  havo  said,  a  Bill  will  have  to 
be  brought  down  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect 
to  this.  If  a  Bill  came  up  from  the  Lower 
House  providing  for  a  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members  of  that  Chamber,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  this  Chamber  to  take  steps  that  clauses 
should  be  added  to  that  Bill  reducing  the 
number  of  this  Council.  I  think  this  is  a  con- 
venient way  of  bringing  it  before  the  CoimcU 
before  it  comes  before  us  from  another  place* 
and  that  we  should  come  to  a  conclusion  on 
the  matter.  I  have  pointed  out  that  this  will 
effect  a  large  saving,  and  I  hope  the  Council 
will  fully  and  fairly  consider  the  question ;  and 
if  they  come  to  the  same  conclusion  that  I 
have  come  to,  after  fully  and  fairly  considering 
the  subject  very  carefully,  they  will  vote  for  this 
motion  and  pass  it.  I  know  it  is  asking  that 
the  Council  should  make  a  sacrifice.  I  see 
that,  and  I  admit  it ;  but,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  see,  on  all  occasions  the  Council  have 
dealt  with  subjects  before  them  with  a  view  to 
the  public  interest ;  and  I  think  the  Council,  if 
they  take  the  same  view  as  I  have  taken,  will 
come  to  the  same  conclusion,  that  this  resolu- 
tion ought  to  be  carried.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
trouble  the  Council  at  greater  length  on  the 
subject,  and  therefore. I  move  the  resolution 
standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  (1.) 
That,  in  the  event  of  a  reduction  being  made 
in  the  number  of  members  of  the  House  of 
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Representatives,  the  number  of  members  of 
this  Counoil  should  be  rednoed  to  one-half  of 
the  number  of  members  of  the  House ;  and 
that  the  same  proportion  should  thereafter  be 
maintained.  (2.)  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  to  consider  and  report  as  to 
the  best  plan  by  which  the  reduction  can  be 
effected  :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mcljean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shephard,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the 
mover ;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers ;  five  to  be  a  quorum  ;  to  report  in  one 
week."— (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  very  considerable  pleasure  to  the  very  able 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion  that  the  At- 
torney-General has  submitted  to  us.  We  are 
called  on,  almost  without  notice — for  the  mat- 
ter has  not,  in  this  form,  been  discussed  before 
— to  make  a  very  important  constitutional 
change,  a  change,  I  think,  of  the  very  gravest 
character.  The  constitutional  practice  in  the 
Mother-country  with  regard  to  the  House  of 
liords  which  we  have  imitated  will  be  set  aside 
if  we  adopt  this  plan ;  and  the  feeling  latent 
in  the  minds  of  the  Peers  at  Home,  and  latent 
in  the  minds  of  members  of  this  Council  here, 
that,  in  the  event  of  smy  serious  conflict,  there 
lies  a  power  in  the  Government's  hands  of  over- 
whelming opposition  in  the  Upper  Chamber  by 
the  appointment  of  fr^sh  Peers  or  fresh  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  you  will  lose  the  advantage 
of,  and  probably  bring  about  a  series  of  con- 
flicts. My  honourable  friend  was  scarcely  right 
when  he  intimated  his  opinion  that  no  conflict 
has  arisen  in  the  neighbouring  colonies.  In 
the  Colony  of  Victoria  there  has  occurred  a 
deadlock  of  so  serious  a  character  as  to  show 
that  the  freedom  from  danger  is  not  such  as  he 
thinks.  If  this  motion  is  carried  the  will  of  this 
Council  will  rule  the  country.  And  although 
when  additional  power  is  proffered  most  people 
eagerly  accept  it,  yet  I  urge  the  Council  to 
hesitate  considerably  before  they  endow  them- 
selves with  this  additional  power.  I  think  it 
would  neither  be  beneficial  to  the  country  nor 
to  the  Counoil  itself.  In  its  past  history  this 
Council  has  shown  itself,  as  my  honourable 
friend  says,  not  to  be  without  sympathy  for 
the  popular  will.  It  has  never  set  itself  de- 
terminedly against  the  properly-expressed  will 
of  the  people.  That  is  partly  the  result  of 
the  composition  of  the  Council  and  the  fact 
that  our  members  are  drawn  from  the  same 
classes  as  make  up  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiveSy  but  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  we  know,  if 
any  conflict  occurred  between  the  two  Houses, 
there  is  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  overcoming  it  by  the  appointment  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  make  a  ma- 
jority. That  power  has  not  been  exercised  to 
any  great  extent  in  this  country  or  the  Mother- 
country.  When  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832  was 
before  the  country,  the  mere  threat  that,  if 
the  Lords  persisted  in  their  opposition,  a  suffi- 
cient numSer  of  peers  would  be  created  to  over- 
power it,  was  quite  sufficient ;  and  I  am  quite 


sure  that  the  feeling  exists  in  this  country  that 
the  Council,  while  it  may  impose  some  delay  and 
cause  a  reconsideration  of  hasty  legislation,  can- 
not set  itself  determinedly  in  opposition  to  the 
properly-expressed  will  of  the  people.  But  this 
proposal  comes  to  us  recommended  not  on  any 
high  principle,  but  purely  on  monetary  grounds. 
Now,  the  proposal  which  we  understand  is  to 
be  made  to  this  Council  and  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  is  that  the  honorarium  re- 
ceived by  both  branches  shall  be  reduced ;  and 
if,  as  I  suppose,  we  shall  adopt  the  proposal  for 
lessening  the  honorarium  to  the  amount  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  lessen  it,  then  the 
saving  effected  by  the  reduction  of  members 
will  be  reduced  by  one-half,  and  instead  of 
saving  £8,190  the  saving  under  the  proposed 
honorarium  would  only  be  about  £4,000.  I  feel 
sure  that,  if  we  were  called  upon  to  make  a  larger 
sacrifice  than  that,  this  Council  would  rise  to 
the  occasion.  If  this  were  the  time  to  discuss 
such  a  question,  I  should  express  my  opinion 
as  to  the  non-payment  of  members  altogether. 
When  I  landed  in  this  country  it  struck  me 
with  astonishment  that  the  members  of  the 
second  Chamber,  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
and  for  life,  without  any  trouble  of  election 
or  other  expense,  were  paid;  and  that  as- 
tonishment has  never  lessened.  I  feel  sure 
that  if  we  were  called  upon  to  make  any 
sacrifice  necessary  in  order  to  lessen  the  cost 
of  this  Chamber,  and  bring  it  down  to  the 
amount  which  the  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
poses, it  would  be  made.  We  are  capable 
of  patriotically  accepting  that  position.  I 
believe  that  the  country  may  properly  ask 
that  many  duties  performed  by  paid  officers 
should  be  performed  by  unpaid  men.  Justices 
of  the  Peace  are  not  paid,  and  the  number 
of  voluntary  associations  which  exist  proves 
that  the  country  contains  a  vast  number  of 
people  who  are  perfectly  willing  to  undertake 
duties,  even  onerous  duties,  without  payment. 
In  reading,  lately,  a  book  of  John  Ruskin's,  a 
history  of  his  early  days,  I  was  struck  by  some 
of  his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  payment  for 
public  work.    He  says, — 

**  With  regard  to  the  real  rulers  of  men,  I 
observed  that  they  not  only  did  more,  but  in 
proportion  to  their  doings  got  less  than  other 
people  ;  nay,  that  the  best  of  them  were  ready 
to  govern  for  nothing.  Of  late  it  has  seemed  to 
me  that  the  idea  of  a  king  has  become  exactly 
the  contrary  of  this,  and  that  it  has  been  sup- 
posed the  duty  of  superior  persons  generally  to 
govern  less  and  get  more  than  anybody  else." 

If  that  principle  is  growing,  as  I  fear  it  is, 
the  sooner  a  change  is  made  the  better ;  and 
I  earnestly  ask  the  members  of  this  Council, 
instead  of  rashly  consenting  to  so  important 
an  alteration  in  our  Constitution,  to  submit 
themselves  to  some  sacrifices.  What  is  the 
measure  of  this  sacrifice?  A  saving  of  £4,000  ; 
but,  if  the  Government  of  the  day  put  some 
restraint  upon  themselves  in  the  appointments 
to  this  Council,  we  should  in  a  very  short  time 
make  the  saving.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
means  proposed  are  too  great  for  the  end.  It 
reminds  me  of  the  account  given  to  us  by 
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Charles  Lamb  of  the  immense  saoiifice  ^^hich, 
in  the  early  days  of  China,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  there  in  order  to  get  roast  pig.  It 
'  was  necessary  to  set  fire  to  the  house  which 
contained  the  pig.  I  ask  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  such  a  sacrifice  in  order  to 
obtain  so  light  a  benefit,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained so  easily  in  other  ways.  The  reduction 
in  the  numbers  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  would  tend  to  saving  in  other  ways 
besides  the  saving  of  the  honorarium;  but  I 
submit  that  in  this  Council  no  such  commen- 
surate saving  would  result.  We  have  no  com- 
mand over  the  purse  of  the  colony.  We  are  not 
composed  of  members  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  Ministers  and  asking  for  an  expendi- 
ture on  a  bridge  here  or  a  road  there.  Then, 
finally,  I  would  submit  to  my  honourable  friend 
— and  I  believe  he  is  disposed  to  agree  with  me 
in  what  I  say — that  in  order  to  give  effect  to  this 
resolution  an  Imperial  Act  will  be  necessary. 
I  think  I  gathered  from  him,  in  a  conversation 
I  had  with  him  some  time  ago,  that  his  opinion 
was  that  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Council  would  require  an  Imperial  Act,  and 
that  without  that  Act  we  should  not  have  the 
power  to  alter  our  constitution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.-,Sir,  I  move. 
That  this  debate  be  now  adjourned.  I  think 
the  Council  has  beard  enough  to  meditate  over, 
and  it  would  be  much  more  seemly  and  much 
more  desirable  if  we  were  given  time  to  consider 
the  question.  I  move,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed till  next  sitting. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  hope  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  will  give  a  little 
more  time  than  that.  Although  we  may  not 
agree  with  him,  honourable  members  may 
have  some  suggestions  to  throw  out,  and  it  is 
therefore  desirable  to  take  time  to  consider  the 
matter  under  various  lights,  as  well  as  to 
mature  our  own  opinions  on  the  subject.  I 
therefore  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned  for  a  week. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.--I  quite  agree 
with  the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  It  is  a 
debate  which  is  quite  premature.  The  last 
session  of  this  Parliament — that  is,  three  years 
hence  —  would  be  the  proper  time  to  bring 
in  this  motion.  I  am  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  the  statement  made  by  the  Hon.  the 
'  Attomey-Qeneral ;  he  has  not  gone  sufficiently 
into  the  matter. 

Debate  adjourned  till  this  day  week. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  two  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday t  8ih  November,  1887. 


Pint  BeadingB— Second  Heading— Bill  discharged— 
Bfidland  Bailway— Delayed  Telegrams— Totara 
Biver— Land  Bill— Owen  a  Reef  Warden's  Court- 
Importation  of  Stock— Cattle-fences— liost  Tor- 
pedo-Middle Island  Natives— Bed-pine  Freight 
—  Absentees —Juries  —  Melbourne  Exhibition  — 
Half-oaste  Land -claims— Deep  Oold-mining  — 
Teachers— Codlln-moth— Torpedo-sheds,  Thorn- 
don— Bugged  Bidges  Bun— Onehnnga  Woollen 
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Factory  ~  Country  Volunteers  —  Codlln-motti — 
Thermal-springs  District— Monday  Sittixi«— Cat- 
lin's  Biver  Bailway— Bailway-crosaing  Keepen 
—Chinese— Late  Mr.  Domett— Miiiisterial  Beti- 
deuces— Children  under  Five  attending  School 
—  Loans— Foxton  Wharf— Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Bating  Act— Franking-poweni— Westport 
and  Greymouth  Harbours— Midland  Bailway— 
Financial  Statement. 


Mr.  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

PSAYEBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Roman  Catholic  Schools   Bill,    Cemeteries 
Bill,  Representation  Bill,  Employers'  Liiabilitj 
Bill,  Administration  Bill  (No.  2). 

SECOND  READING. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  Property  Trust 
Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Administration  Bill  (No.  1). 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  WARD,  without  notice,  asked  if  the 
Government  were  aware  whether  the  syndicate 
with  whom  financial  operations  were  being  con- 
ducted for  the  Midland  Railway  had  limited 
the  date  upon  which  the  negotiations  for  ad- 
vancing the  £3,000,000  must  be  concluded; 
and,  if  so,  whether  it  was  anticipated  that  by 
delaying  the  closing  of  the  contract  the  nego- 
tiations might  fall  through. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govem- 
ment  had  no  certain  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  had  been  informed  that  the  syndicate, 
or  the  persons  who  were  to  advance  money  to 
the  company,  had  limited  the  time,  and  had 
indicated  that,  unless  the  matter  was  brought 
to  a  conclusion  within  a  certain  time,  they 
would  not  be  prepared  to  advance  the  money. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Premier  if  he  knew  the 
date. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  did  not 
know  the  date  for  certain  ;  but  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  company  had  postponed  their 
annual  meeting  from  the  15th  October  to  the 
15th  November,  by  which  time  they  expected 
to  be  able  to  inform  those  persons  whether 
they  would  get  further  concessions  such  as 
they  desired. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  had  given  notice  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  his  intention  to  ask  that  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  come  to  him  and  asked  if  he 
could  give  the  information  asked  for ;  and  he 
had  given  it  to  him  as  he  (Major  Atkinson)  had 
now  repeated  it. 

DELAYED  TELEGRAMS. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Conamis- 
sioner  of  Telegraphs,  If  he  will  give  instructions 
that  "  twenty-five  words "  be  substituted  for 
**  ten  words  "  for  delayed  telegrams,  at  existing 
rates?  He  thought  the  Postmaster-General 
would  agree  with  him  that,  in  a  place  like  this, 
where  it  took  from  four  to  five  days  to  get 
a  letter  from  Auckland   to  the    Bluff,  some 
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speedier  means  of  communication  was  desir- 
aole.  The  suggestion  he  made  would  not 
cause  any  increased  expenditure  to  the  Go- 
venunent,  or  make  necessary  the  appointment 
of  adcUtional  officers.  He  therefore  thought 
that  twenty-five  words  should  be  allowed  to  be 
sent  as  a  delayed  telegram  for  6d. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  (in  the  absence  of  the 
CoQimissioner  of  Telegraphs)  said  the  Govem- 
ment  had  no  intention  whatever  of  entertaining 
the  proposal  at  present. 

TOTARA  RIVER. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister 
of  Mines,  If  he  will  cause  the  River  Totara, 
north  of  Charleston,  and  its  tributaries  to  be 
proclaimed  sludge-channels  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Mines  Act  to  be 
introduced  this  session  would  make  all  the 
rivers  within  mining  districts  sludge-channels, 
and  therefore  other  action  would  not  be  neces- 
sazy. 

LAND  BILL. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  intends  to  provide,  in  the 
new  Land  Bill,  for  rendering  education  reserves 
available  for  settlement,  by  giving  a  power  to 
the  Governor  in  Council  to  require  them  to  be 
dealt  with  under  the  land-laws  of  the  colony  ; 
also,  whether  he  will  propose  that,  in  case  of 
land  of  inferior  quality,  the  price  per  acre  may 
be  reduced  and  the  area  of  holdings  under  the 
deferred -payment  system  extended?  There 
were  nearly  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  acres  of 
land  reserved  in  the  several  provincial  districts 
of  the  colony  for  educational  endowments,  and 
if  it  wore  possible  these  reserves  should  be 
rendered  available  for  settlement.  The  Minis- 
ter was  no  doubt  familiar  with  the  necessity 
for  doing  something  to  allow  of  an  extension  of 
settlement  under  the  deferred-payment  system, 
especially  in  the  southern  part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  regretted  that  he 
was  unable  to  answer  the  question  definitely 
at  once,  as  the  Land  Bill  was  still  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  it  would  very  shortly  be  placed 
before  the  House. 

OWEN'S  REEF  WARDEN'S  COURT. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister 
of  Justice,  If  he  will  give  instructions  that  a 
Warden  and  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  be 
held,  say,  once  in  every  month  at  the  Owen 
Reefs?  He  would  point  out  that  this  was 
a  lajge  and  very  important  district,  and  he 
was  sure  the  Warden  would  have  no  objection 
to  attend  a  Court  there  once  a  month.  At 
present  the  Warden  attended  a  Court  at 
Murchison  once  in  two  months  ;  but  the  parties 
concerned  had  to  go  somewhere  about  twenty- 
six  miles  to  attend  that  Court.  Sometimes  the 
Warden  could  not  get  to  Murchison  in  conse- 
quence of  the  river  being  flooded  ;  but  he  could 
always  get  to  Owen's  Reef.  The  convenience 
of  the  people  should  be  studied,  and  he  was 
sore  it  might  be  done  without  inconvenience  to 
the  gentleman  who  occupied  the  position  of 
Warden. 


Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that,  from  information 
the  Government  had  in  hand,  they  did  not  deem 
it  wise  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  as  it  would  involve  some  con- 
siderable expense;  but,  after  what  had  been 
said,  ho  would  again  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Warden,  and  get  a  report  from  him  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  got  a  report  already  from 
the  Warden. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  a  report  had  been  received 
from  the  Warden  some  three  months  ago  ;  but 
that  did  not  seem  to  justify  the  adoption  of  the 
course  suggested.  Ho  would,  however,  again 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Warden. 

IMPORTATION  OF  STOCK. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, If  the  Government  are  prepared  to  rescind 
the  Proclamation  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  live-stock  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  replied 
to  a  similar  question  previously.  The  matter 
would  be  referred  to  the  Stock  Committee. 

CATTLE-FENCES. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  consider  the  question  of 
amending  "  The  Fencing  Act,  1881,"  so  as  to 
legalise  the  erection  of  dividing  cattle-fences  of 
barb-wire  or  of  mixed  barb  and  plain  wire  of  a 
less  number  than  is  now  required  by  the  said 
Act  ?  His  object  in  asking  the  question  was  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the 
need  of  an  amendment  of  the  Fencing  Act. 
When  that  Act  was  passed  in  1881  barbed  wire 
had  scarcely  been  introduced  into  the  country, 
and  its  introduction  had  caused  a  revolution  in 
the  system  of  fencing  bush.  He  did  not  want  to 
prees  the  matter  as  one  of  urgency  ;  but  if  the 
Government  would  kindly  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  for  action  at  some  future  time, 
it  would  be  very  acceptable. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  the  matter  into  their  con- 
sideration, and  deal  with  it  next  if  not  this 
session. 

LOST  TORPEDO. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
any  information  respecting  the  whereabouts  of 
the  lost  torpedo  has  reached  the  Defence  Office ; 
also  what  was  the  cost  of  such  torpedo  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  torpedo  had  twice 
been  seen  in  the  Strait  contiguous  to  the 
Heads;  but  the  men  on  the  little  steamers 
who  sighted  it  were  afraid  to  touch  it,  because 
they  believed  it  to  be  loaded.  The  Government 
had  offered  a  reward  for  the  capture  of  tliis 
torpedo,  and  hoped  it  might  be  found  stranded 
on  some  beach  adjacent  to  the  Heads.  As  to 
the  cost  of  the  torpedo,  its  loss  could  be  made 
good  for  £250. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  NATIVES. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Native  Mmis- 

ter.  Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 

to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  caused  to  persons 

of  the  Native  race  and  half-castes  in  the  Middle 
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Island  by  the  long  intervals  which  occur  be- 
tween the  sittings  of  a  Commissioner  autho- 
rised to  deal  with  questions  of  title,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  making  of  succession  orders ; 
pjid  whether,  if  so,  he  is  prepared  to  give  effect 
to  the  suggestion  that  Besident  Magistrates 
should  be  empowered  to  deal  with  such  mat- 
•ters  ?  He  thought  this  subject  was  last  session 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  then  Native 
Minister,  and  he  understood  that  the  reply 
given  was  that  inquiries  would  be  made.  He 
hoped  the  result  of  the  inquiries  would  induce 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  at  present  held 
the  portfolio  of  Native  Affairs  to  carry  out  the 
suggestion,  as  it  would  be  a  very  great  advan- 
tage, and  tend  in  the  direction  of  economy. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON,  in  reply,  might  say  that 
complaints  had  been  mawle  to  the  Government 
not  only  from  the  Middle  Island,  but  also  from 
the  North  Island,  as  to  the  vexatious  delays 
caused  to  the  Natives  by  their  having  to  wait 
so  long  for  Courts  to  be  held.  He  might,  how- 
ever, say  that  the  Government  were  now  con- 
sidering the  question  of  reorganizing  the  whole 
administration  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  in 
order  that  a  new  system  might  bo  devised  which 
would  give  more  general  satisfaction  to  the 
Natives  and  to  the  public. 

KED-PINE  FREIGHT. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  reduce  the  railway  freight  on 
red-pine  for  export  outside  the  colony  down  to 
the  same  price  as  that  charged  for  white-pine 
for  export  ?  He  would  point  out  that  saw-millers 
throughout  the  colony  wore  of  opinion  that 
they  could  supply  a  large  amount  of  red-pino 
to  the  Australian  Colonies  if  a  reduction  were 
made  upon  the  railway  freights  to  the  same  as 
those  charged  for  white-pine.  There  could  be 
no  possible  loss  to  the  railway  revenue  through 
the  adoption  of  this  course,  because  at  pre- 
sent very  little  red-pine  was  exported,  and 
if  the  freights  were  reduced  the  exports  would 
be  considerable,  and  the  Railway  Department 
would,  of  course,  gain  largely  by  the  change. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  given  a  good 
deal  of  consideration  to  this  question,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  present  ex- 
port rate  for  white-pine  was  far  too  low ;  but  he 
did  not  propose  at  present  to  raise  the  white- 
pine  rate  up  to  that  charged  for  the  carriage  of 
red-pine.  Ho  had  therefore,  in  order  to  assist 
the  export  trade,  decided  upon  reducing  the 
red-pine  rate  for  export  beyond  the  colony  by 
Gd.  per  hundred  feet  for  long  distances  only. 

ABSENTEES. 
Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  propose  any 
legislation  dealing  with  absentee  landholders  in 
the  way  of  imposing  special- extra  taxation  on 
this  large  and  increasing  class  of  property- 
owners  ?  He  would  point  out  to  the  Premier 
that  a  strong  feeling  existed  throughout  the 
colony  that  great  loss  was  occasioned  by  the 
large  number  of  absentee  landlords  living  m 
the  old  country,  and  spending  out  of  the  colony 
the  money  which  was  derived  from  within  it. 
Major  Steward 


He  thought  if  a  special  tax  were  placed  apoa 
these  persons  the  colony  would  benefit  very 
largely  indeed. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  intention  at  the  present  time  to  propose 
such  legislation  as  this ;  and  he  might  inform 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  there  were  two 
sides  to  the  question.  From  £50,000  to  £70,000 
was  received  and  spent  in  New  Zealand  eveiy 
year  from  the  property  of  persons  who  were 
absentees  and  living  in  the  Old  Coantiy. 
These  persons  had  to  pay  income-tax  at  Home 
and  the  property-tax  here. 

JURIES. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  take  steps  to  amend  tho  laws  relating  to 
juries  so  as  to  provide  that  jurors  shall  in  all 
cases  be  allowed  necessary  travelling  expenses 
when  attending  Court?  The  object  of  this 
question  was  to  meet  a  hardship  under  which 
jurors  at  the  present  time  laboured.  He  re- 
ferred to  such  cases  as  that  in  which  jurors 
were  summoned  to  town  from  long  distances, 
perhaps  from  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  and  at  some 
expense  attended  the  Courts,  only  to  find,  some- 
times, that  the  cases  on  which  they  were  sum- 
moned were  postponed  for  a  week,  and  they 
were  subjected  needlessly  to  expense  for  railway 
fares  and  other  expenses.  In  civil  csv^es  there 
was  no  redress,  and  some  provision  should  be 
made  whereby  travelling  and  other  reasonable 
expenses  might  bo  paid. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Juries  Act  of  1880 
made  provision  for  the  payment  of  small  sums 
to  jurors  coming  from  a  distance.  If  the  Go- 
vernment acceded  to  the  request  it  would 
make  a  considerable  strain  on  the  revenue,  and 
one  which  the  Government  at  the  present  time 
did  not  feel  justified  in  going  into. 

MELBOURNE  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier. 
Whether  the  Government  propose  to  take  any 
steps  with  a  view  to  secure  the  representation 
of  the  colony  in  the  Melbourne  Exhibition  of 
1888? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
been  in  communication  about  this  matter,  and 
hoped  to  be  able  to  give  a  definite  answer  on 
Friday. 

HALF-CASTE  LAND-CLAIMS. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of  Na- 
tive Affairs,  Whether  he  purposes  to  introduce  a 
Bill  during  the  present  session  to  provide  for 
the  half-caste  land-claims  reported  upon  by  Mr. 
Commissioner  !Mackay,  as  per  Paper  G.-2, 
recently  laid  before  the  House ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  give  an  opportunity  for  the  in- 
clusion in  the  schedule  of  the  names  of  other 
half-castes  who  may  bo  satisfactorily  shown  to 
be  entitled  to  land-grants,  but  whose  claims 
have  not  as  yet  been  submitted  to  the  said 
Commissioner  ?  The  first  part  of  the  question 
explained  itself.  As  to  the  second  part,  he 
might  say  there  were  portions  of  the  country 
which  Commissioner  Mackay  had  not  been  able 
to  visit ;  and  in  some  instances  there  were  half- 
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oaates  who  were  equally  entitled  to  giants  of 
land  with  those  whose  names  had  been  sent  in, 
some  of  them  being  brothers  and  sisters  of 
(hose  who  had  been  granted  land. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  in  reply  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  this 
session  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner. With  reference  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  question,  he  might  say  that  the  names  of 
half-castes  which  had  been  omitted  from  the 
report  would  be  added  to  the  Bill.  He  might, 
however,  say  that  some  of  those  whose  names 
the  honourable  member  submitted  to  him 
as  having  been  omitted  from  the  report  had 
ahready  been  attended  to — namely,  William 
Harper  and  William  Low  had  been  provided 
for  ill  the  Act  of  1883,  Schedule  A;  Edward 
Hughes  Monika  and  Queenie  Hughes  Monika 
were  included  in  the  Commissioner's  reports 
Kos.  36  and  87. 

DEEP  GGLD-MINING. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of 
further  prospecting  the  deep  levels  of  our  gold- 
fields,  he  will  reinstate  the  vote  for  subsidy  of 
pound  for  pound  by  way  of  assistance  in  that 
direction,  and  also  the  vote  for  assistance  in  deep 
boring,  by  providing  diamond-drills  at  a  cheap 
rate  ?  Although ,  in  asking  the  question ,  he  had 
more  immediately  in  view  the  deep  levels  of 
the  Thames,  still  it  was  a  question  that  applied 
to  goldfields  throughout  the  colony ;  and  he 
would  be  glad  if  the  Minister  of  Mines  would 
state  whether  he  had  any  intention  of  giving 
assistance  for  opening  up  the  country  by  tracks, 
in  order  to  facilitate  gold-mining  discoveries. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHABDSON  might  inform  the 
honourable  member,  with  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  his  question,  that  the  regulations  now 
provided  for  prospecting,  and  the  Government 
did  not  see  their  way  to  go  beyond  these  regu- 
lations. With  regard  to  diamond  -  drills,  ho 
might  state  that  if  steam  diamond-drills  were 
obtained  they  would  cost  £2,100  each,  and  the 
cost  of  each  bore  would  be  at  least  £1  a  foot, 
which  would  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  very 
large  amount  of  money.  He  thought  it  should 
be  a  matter  for  private  enterprise  rather  than 
for  the  Government;  but,  with  regard  to  the 
making  of  tracks,  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
desirable  thing  to  do,  and  the  Government 
would  be  prepared  to  assist  in  that  way. 

TEACHERS. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  he  will  cause  the  teachers  under  the 
Education  Act  to  be  brought  under  the  pro- 
visions of  "The  Civil  Service  Reform  Act, 
1886,"  with  regard,  especially,  to  clauses  11  and 
12  of  said  Act,  relative  to  retiring-allowances  ? 
He  would  remind  the  Minister  that  this  ques- 
tion referred  to  a  very  large  number  of  persons, 
and  in  the  district  from  which  he  came  the 
general  desire  was  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  them  in  the  way  of  a  retiring- 
allowance. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that  of  course  the  honour- 


able gentleman  was  aware  that  the  teachers 
were  appointed,  paid,  and  dismissed  by  the 
Education  Boards.  Still,  the  clauses  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  embodied  a 
very  desirable  principle,  and  the  Government 
would  consider  whether  it  was  at  all  possible 
to  apply  that  principle  to  the  teachers  under 
the  Boards. 

CODLIN-MOTH. 

Mr.  JONES  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  further  steps  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  the  codlin-moth  in  New  Zealand  from 
countries  where  this  pest  is  known  to  exist? 
He  begged  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Pre- 
mier to  the  large  increase  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  growth  of  fruit  in  the  colony,  and  he 
would  point  out  that  the  people  engaged  in  this 
very  important  industry  were  only  very  anxious 
that  no  causes  that  were  proven tible  should 
stand  in  the  way  of  carrying  on  the  industry  to 
the  most  successful  results.  They  recognised 
the  value  of  the  action  that  had  been  taken  by 
the  Customs  Department  in  checking  the  im- 
portation of  diseased  fruit ;  but  they  were  also 
of  opinion  that  these  measures  would  only  be 
partially  successful  if  further  steps  were  not 
taken  in  the  matter.  He  therefore  hoped  that 
the  Premier  would  see  his  way  during  the  pro- 
sent  session  to  place  some  reasonable  amount 
of  duty  on  the  importation  of  fruit. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that  the  Act  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  fruit  from  countries  where 
the  codlin-moth  was  known  to  exist  had  been  in 
operation  since  1883,  when  fruit  worth  £3,382 
was  imported  from  California.  Five  pounds' 
worth  only  was  imported  last  year.  So  also  in 
the  case  of  the  importation  of  fruit  from  Tas- 
mania. During  the  same  period  there  had 
been  a  decrease  of  £12,000  in  the  value  of  the 
fruit  imported  from  that  colony.  In  answer 
to  this  question  and  the  one  to  be  put  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikato,  the  Govern- 
ment admitted  that  the  matter  was  a  very 
serious  one  indeed,  and  would  consider  whether 
the  Act,  instead  of  being  optional,  ought  not  to 
be  made  compulsory,  and, 'when  so  made  com- 
pulsory, whether  it  should  not  be  handed  over 
to  be  administered  by  the  counties.         * 

TORPEDO-SHEDS,  THORNDON. 

Mr.  IZARD  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  are  prepared  to  remove  the  torpedo-sheds 
on  Thomdon  Quay,  and,  if  so,  within  what 
space  of  time  ?  He  would  remind  the  Govern- 
ment that  this  land  was  reclaimed  by  the  Wel- 
lington and  Manawatu  Railway  Company,  and 
part  of  the  arrangement  was  that  a  quay  100ft. 
wide,  for  a  public  promenade,  should  be  reserved 
for  the  public.  These  sheds  were  a  great  ob- 
struction to  that  public  promenade,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  at  once  take 
steps  to  have  them  removed. 

Mr.  FERGUS  was  informed  that  it  would 
take  £800  or  £900  to  remove  these  sheds.  They 
were  put  on  this  land  so  as  to  be  easy  of  access 
to  the  Volunteer  force.  They  would  be  much 
better  at  Point  Gordon  for  all  defence  purposes ; 
but,  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  the  Gk>- 
vernment  did  not  see  its  way  to  remove  them. 
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If  it  became  a  public  necessity  the  sheds  would, 
of  course,  have  to  be  removed ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend  to  remove  them  at  the 
.present  time. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  reply  of  the  Minister  for  Defence,  he  should 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  He 
begged  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to 
the  fact  that  the  reply  he  had  given  showed  that 
he  had  evidently  been  misinformed,  because  to 
say  that  it  would  cost  between  £800  and  £900  to 
remove  these  sheds  was  simply  to  talk  *'  moon- 
shine." If  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
down  to  the  place  he  would  see  that  it  would 
cost  nothing  approaching  the  sum  he  had 
named.  The  previous  Government  distinctly 
acknowledged  that  these  sheds  were  put  on  the 
city  property,  and  only  temporarily  while  the 
forts  were  being  constructed,  when  they  would 
be  removed.  There  could  be  no  question  that 
it  was  perfectly  illegal  to  keep  the  sheds  in  their 
present  position.  If  the  Defence  Minister 
looked  into  the  matter  himself  he  would  find 
that  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  moving  these 
sheds.  When  they  were  erected  the  excuse  was 
that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  manufacture 
certain  articles  there  than  it  would  be  if  the 
stuff  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Heads.  If  the 
Minister  looked  into  the  matter  he  would  find 
that  a  distinct  pledge  was  given  to  remove  the 
sheds  as  soon  as  the  forts  were  completed. 

Motion  for  adjournment  not  seconded. 

RUGGED  RIDGES  RUN. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  Mr.  Rutherford,  lessee  of  Rugged 
Ridges  Run,  has  been  given  notice  in  accordance 
with  the  promise  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  last 
session  ?  This  matter  had  been  brought  imder 
notice  before,  and  a  petition  had  come  up  on 
the  subject  that  the  land  should  be  thrown 
open  for  occupation,  for  which  it  was  urgently 
needed.  A  promise  was  given  a  considerable 
time  ago  that  it  should  be  thrown  open,  and 
he  would  like  to  know  if  it  could  be  done  at 
once. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  notice  had 
not  bcten  given  to  the  lessee,  on  account  of  the 
conditions  ho  stipulated  for,  and  which  the 
Grovemmenc  did  not  see  their  way  to  agree  to. 

ONEHUNGA  WOOLLEN  FACTORY. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Premier,  If  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  an  account  of  the 
Onehunga  Woollen  Factory,  published  in  the 
Manukau  Gaictte^  in  which  it  is  said  that 
girls  are  expected  to  work  in  the  factory  for 
forty-eight  hours  per  week,  commencing  at  8 
a.m.,  and  boys  fifty-five  hours,  commencing  at 
7  a.m. ;  and  if  he  will  cause  official  inquiry  to 
be  made  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ment ?  This  question  was  of  much  more  im- 
portance than  might  seem  at  first  sight.  The 
woollen  factory,  which  had  been  recently  esta- 
blished, of  which  they  were  all  very  proud  and 
which  they  hoped  would  be  a  great  success, 
employed  about  sixty  children.  It  seemed 
that  while  the  children  were  being  taught  the 
work  they  wer^  not  to  be  paid,  and  that  during 
Mr,  Fergus 


this  period  the  girls  were  to  be  employed  forty- 
eight  hours  per  week  and  the  boys  fifty-five 
hours.  All  tne  information  he  had  on  the  sub- 
ject was  in  a  column  cut  from  the  newspaper 
named,  and  sent  to  him  by  an  association  in 
Auckland  whose  main  purpose  it  was  to  watch 
over  the  children  and  others  employed  in  fac- 
tories. He  did  not  know  the  date  of  the  news- 
paper Che  extract  was  from,  and  he  only  knew 
the  facts  as  reported  to  him.  He  felt  strongly 
on  the  point  himself,  and  was  sure  a  num- 
ber of  other  honourable  members  also  recog- 
nised that  there  must  be  some  defect  in  the  law 
if  it  could  not  prevent  children  from  being  em- 
ployed at  monotonous  work  of  this  chancter 
for  such  long  hours  as  was  stated.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  these  children  were  under 
the  care  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  were 
the  future  citizens  of  New  Zealand,  ajid  the 
Legislature  should  not  allow  their  health  to 
be  impaired  now  by  improper  employment. 
It  was  a  very  grave  affair,  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  cause  inquiry  to  be  made, 
and  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case.  If  they 
were  as  he  had  stated  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  propose  an  amendment  of  the 
law  to  prevent  such  an  improper  condition  of 
things  being  continued,  because  work  of  that 
class  must  have  a  very  deadening  effect  when 
continued  for  very  long  periods  without  inter- 
mission. 

Major  ATKINSON  had  not  been  fortunate 
enough  to  see  the  pax>er  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred,  so  that  ho  only  knew 
the  case  as  it  had  just  been  stated.  As  far  as 
he  could  understand,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's complaint  was  one  of  very  considerable 
importance,  if  true.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  the  entire  sympathy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  He  would  certainly  make 
inquiry  into  it,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  children 
were  called  upon  to  work  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed, it  was  quite  time  the  House  should 
provide  further  legislation  on  the  subject. 

COUNTRY  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  If  there  is  any  truth  in  a  rumour 
that  the  Government  intend  abolishing  all 
country  Volunteer  corps  in  the  colony,  by  with- 
drawing the  capitation  allowances?  He  did 
not  put  this  question  with  any  desire  of  em- 
barrassing the  Government,  but  he  had  heard 
rumours  in  the  lobby  and  also  from  "the  man 
in  the  street "  to  the  effect  stated.  He  hoped  the 
Government  had  no  such  intention.  Country 
corps  were  a  very  great  blessing  to  the  colony 
in  more  senses  than  one,  as  the  fact  of  bring- 
ing young  men  together  and  giving  them  a 
certain  amount  of  drill  had  a  very  beneficial 
effect.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  give  the  House  an  assurance  that  there 
was  no  truth  whatever  in  these  rumours. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Government  had 
some  changes  as  to  both  the  Defence  Force 
and  the  Volunteers  in  contemplation;  but 
further  explanations  would  be  given  on  the 
matter  later  in  the  session.  In  the  meantime 
the  Government  had  employed  Major-Ganera 
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Sobaw  to  give  a  general  report  on  the  defences 
of  the  colony,  and,  pending  the  receipt  of  that 
report,  they  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  give 
any  farther  information. 

^Ir.  B.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  what  would  be 
the  cost  of  the  report. 

Mr.  FERGUS  did  not  know  at  present,  bat 
as  soon  as  he  did*  know  he  should  be  glad  to 
inform  the  honourable  gentleman. 

OODLIN-MOTH. 

Mr.  WHYTE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  during  the  session,  amend 
the  Godlin-moth  Act  in  the  direction  of  making 
its  adoption  compulsory  throughout  the  colony, 
and  arranging  for  its  administration  generally 
upon  the  lines  of  the  Sheep  Act?  The  Go- 
vernment had  practically  answered  this  ques- 
tion in  their  reply  to  a  previous  one ;  but,  as 
he  had  put  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper, 
he  might  say  in  explanation  that  it  had  been 
found  that  tiiis  pest  was  doing  a  great  deal  of 
hann  in  New  Zealand,  and  also  that  it  was 
quite  useless  to  bring  the  Act  into  operation  in 
one  county  when  that  was  not  done  in  the  ad- 
joining county.  As  regarded  the  administration 
of  the  Act,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  could  be 
administered  very  efficiently  and  very  cheaply 
if  the  Act  were  framed  generally  on  the  same 
lines  as  the  Sheep  Act ;  or,  indeed,  the  ordinary 
police  oould  administer-  it.  He  was  also  con- 
vinced that  the  fruit-growers  would  submit  to 
a  small  tax  willingly  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
pest,  and  he  wished  to  impress  on  the  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  for  domg  something  in  the 
direction  indicated,  either  during  this  session 
or  the  next. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  question  was  un- 
doubtedly a  serious  one.  As  he  had  previously 
said,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
make  the  Act  general  and  compulsory.  The 
matter  was  so  serious  that  it  might  be  said 
that  in  some  districts  the  codlin-moth  had 
complete  possession  of  the  fruit-trees.  He 
himself  had  seen  a  case  purporting  to  be  a  case 
of  fruit,  but  it  would  have  been  more  correct 
to  have  called  it  a  case  of  codlin-moth  rather 
than  a  case  of  apples.  The  danger  to  the  fruit 
industry  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  the  Go- 
vernment would  consider  at  an  early  date  if 
the  Act  should  not  be  made  to  apply  compul- 
Borily  throughout  the  colony. 

THERMAL-SPRINGS  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will,  in  preparing  the  public 
works  estimates,  make  sufficient  provision,  as 
for  as  practicable,  to  have  the  roads  destroyed 
by  the  Tarawera  eruption  in  the  Thermal - 
springs  District  put  in  passable  order  ?  The 
ifatives  in  the  district  sufiered  very  much 
through  the  roads  being  in  their  present  con- 
dition, and  the  progress  of  the  district  vTas 
very  greatly  retarded.  The  former  Govern- 
ment had  promised  some  time  ago  to  put  the 
roads  in  repair ;  but  nothing  had  been  done, 
and  now  they  were  in  a  very  bad  state.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
clear  to  do  something  in  this  argent  case,  and 


he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was 
now  Native  Minister  as  well  as  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  feel  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  taking  action  in  the  interest  of 
those  persons  of  both  races  living  there. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said,  in  replying  to  this 
question,  that  he  might  say  the  Government 
would  consider  the  expenditure  required  for 
roads  in  the  Thermal-springs  District  at  the 
same  time  as  the  expenditure  upon  other 
roads  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  when 
the  estimates  were  being  prepared. 

MONDAY  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether,  see- 
ing the  short  time  available  from  date  of  the 
Christmas  holidays  for  public  besiness,  he  will 
move  that  the  House,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  meet  on  Mondays  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  did 
not  propose  to  ask  for  Mondays  at  present,  for 
the  reason  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  work 
to  be  done  outside,  which  Ministers  had  to  over- 
take when  the  House  was  not  sitting.  The 
Government,  however,  would  probably  ask  to 
take  one  of  the  private  members'  days  next 
week,  as  it  would  greatly  expedite  the  business 
to  have  another  day. 

CATLIN'S  RIVER  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works, — (1.)  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  charge  the  full  cost  of  the  outlay 
in  connection  with  the  **  unemployed  "  on  the 
Catlin's  River  Railway  against  the  sum  voted 
for  the  Catlin's  River  line  ?  (2.)  Inasmuch  as 
the  works  are  purely  for  relief  purposes,  and 
the  result  of  the  outlay,  owing  to  the  system  of 
management,  is  much  below  what  would  be 
obtained  if  the  work  were  carried  out  in  the 
ordinary  way,  will  the  Government  see  that  the 
work  be  valued  by  competent  men,  and  the 
difference  between  the  cost  and  the  value  of 
the  work  done  charged,  not  against  the  Catlin's 
River  Railway  vote,  but  against  charitable 
aid? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  if,  as  the  honour- 
able  member  alleged,  the  money  that  had  been 
expended  upon  the  Catlin's  River  Railway  for 
relief  of  the  unemployed  had  not  been  eco- 
nomically spent,  the  fault  rested  entirely  with 
those  who  were  placed  in  charge  of  these  men. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  if  the  work  done  by 
the  **  unemployed  "  was  value  for  the  money 
expended  it  would  be  a  proper  charge  against 
the  railway.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  money 
was  misspent,  then  the  charitable-aid  vote 
should  bear  its  proper  proportion. 

RAILWAY-CROSSING  KEEPERS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  crossing-keepers  on  the  railways 
of  the  colony  are  compelled  to  work  on  Sundays 
without  pay  ?  He  was  informed  there  were  a 
number  of  these  men  compelled  to  work  on 
Sundays  without  remuneration ;  and,  as  he  did 
not  believe  in  Sunday  work  at  all,  and  espe- 
cially without  remuneration,  he  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  remedy  such  a  glaring  e^. 
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Mr.  MITGHELSON  said  all  crossing-keepers 

were  engaged  by  the  week,  Sundays  included, 
•  and  were  paid  accordingly,  no  overtime  being 
.allowed.    There  were  not  many  trains  run  on 

Sundays,  so  that  the  work  was  not  laborious. 

Besides  this,  the  men  who  engaged  themselves 
'  for  this  class  of  work  knew  exactly  the  class  of 

work  that  they  had  to  perform  before  engaging 
'themselves,  and  most  of  these  men  had  houses 

near  the  crossings. 

CHINESE. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Government, 
(1)  If  they  will  have  the  Chinese  Immigrants 
Act  amended  so  that  Chinese  leaving  the  colony 
may  not  be  granted  a  permit  to  return  ;  (2)  if 
they  will  issue  instructions  prohibiting  the 
Jiaturalisation  of  Chinese  immigrants?  He 
had  much  pleasure  in  putting  this  question, 
and  hoped  that  he  would  have  still  greater 
pleasure  in  listening  to  the  reply  of  the  Minis- 
ter. This  question  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  whole  of  the  Australian  Colonies.  As 
honourable  members  knew,  some  short  time 
ago  Chinese  Commissioners  visited  Australia : 
'there  was  no  doubt  that  the  real  object  of  that 
visit  was  to  see  how  they  could  send  a  large 
'portion  of  their  overcrowded  population  to  Aus- 
tralia. Not  long  ago  a  very  influential  deputa- 
-tion  waited  on  Mr.  Gillies,  Premier  of  Victoria, 
-who  recognised  the  importance  of  the  question, 
rand  had  been  in  communication  with  the  Go- 
>vemments  of  Queensland,  South  Australia,  and 
New  South  Wales  on  the  subject.  All  those 
colonies  were  satisfiea  of  the  importance  of  the 
-question.  If  we  were  to  have  the  Australasian 
Colonies  colonised  by  white  people  we  must 
put  a  check  on  Chinese  immigration.  He  was 
■aware  that  there  was  a  poll-tax  on  Chinese  in 
this  colony,  and  that  vessels  could  only  bring  a 
-certain  number  of  passengers  per  100  tons ;  but 
we  laboured  under  this  disadvantage :  that 
^Chinese  came  here,  and  after  staying  a  short 
time  went  away  with  permits  to  return,  which 
permits  they  gave  to  other  Chinese  in  China, 
and  these  people  came  out  instead  of  the 
•original  holders.  The  Australian  Colonies  were 
of  opinion  that  Chinese  immigration  should 
be  stopped,  and  that  no  naturalisation-papers 
should  be  issued  to  Chinese ;  and,  further,  Mr. 
Gillies  said  thnt  his  Grovemment  would  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  ).. event  Chinese  going  from  one 
•colony  to  smother.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  clear  to  deal  with  this 
matter,  and  that  they  would  give  him  a  favour- 
able answer. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  no  doubt  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
3,  very  important  one,  and  it  was  possible — ^he 
did  not  say  probable,  although  he  might  even 
•say  that— that  this  colony  might  have  to  pro- 
tect its  civilisation  against  the  civilisation,  if 
he  might  call  it  so,  of  the  Chinese,  which,  at 
■at  any  rate,  we  thought  inferior.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any  evi- 
dence that  the  immigration  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  feared  was  beginning.  The 
■number  of  Chinese  was  not  practically  increas- 
ing in  the  colony  as  far  as  he  knew.    The  Go- 


vernment would,  however,  carefully  look  into 
the  matter,  holding  it  to  be  very  important, 
and  would  take  steps  to  render  it  imi>os6ibl6 
for  Chinese  already  in  the  colony  to  dispose 
of  their  permits  to  other  Chinese.  The  Go- 
vernment quite  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  if  these  passes  were  abused, 
and  if  that  abuse  could  not  be  checked,  a  stop 
must  be  put  to  them  altogether.  Still,  he 
thought  meajis  could  be  taken  to  establish  the 
identity  of  Chinese  holding  permits.  He  did 
not  think  the  question  of  naturalisation-papers 
was  of  any  importance  at  the  present  time,  bb 
the  number  applying  for  naturalisation  was 
practically  nil.  They  did  not  vTant  to  treat 
with  hardship  persons  who  had  been  in  the 
colony  for  many  years — all  that  was  wanted 
was  to  protect  our  own  civilisation  from  that 
of  the  Chinese. 

LATE  MR.  DOMETT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Before  we  proceed  to 
the  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  the  House 
will,  perhaps,  permit  me  to  refer  to  an  event 
the  news  of  which  arrived  by  telegram  since 
the  House  last  rose.  I  refer  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Alfred  Domett.  Honourable  members  are 
aware  that  Mr.  Domett  was  a  very  old  colonist 
— one  of  the  first — that  he  was  a  man  distin- 
guished for  his  high  character,  for  his  ability, 
and  for  his  great  intellectual  culture.  He  was 
one  of  those,  fortunately  for  us,  among  the  early 
settlers  who,  no  doubt,  by  emigration  to  this 
colony  in  the  early  days  tended  to  stamp  the 
colony  with  that  character  of  which  it  is  so 
justly  proud.  It  seems  but  reasonable  that  on 
such  an  occasion  as  this  the  House  should  re- 
cognise the  passing-away  of  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  settlement,  and  one  who  has  left  his  mark  not 
only  on  our  Legislature,  but  on  the  social  life  of 
the  colony.  I  therefore  beg,  with  permission 
of  the  House,  to  move  the  following  resolution: 
That  this  House  desires  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  recording  its  sincere  sympathy 
with  the  widow  and  family  and  friends  of  Mr. 
Domett  in  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained 
in  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  who  not  only 
during  many  years  rendered  valuable  public 
services  to  this  colony,  but  also,  in  his  admir- 
able poetical  writings,  preserved  interesting  and 
valuable  pictures  of  the  country  in  its  early 
state  and  of  its  aboriginal  race,  which  will  be  of 
value  and  interest  to  New  Zealanders  in  all 
times. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  have  the  honour  to  second 
that  resolution ;  and  I  am  glad  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
has  thought  it  desirable  to  pay  this  tribute  to 
so  distinguished  a  public  man  as  Mr.  Domett 
was  in  past  days.  The  distinguishing  feature 
of  Mr.  Domett's  public  career  was  that  he 
sacrificed  his  natural  inclination  for  private  life 
and  literary  pursuits  to  render  the  public  ser- 
vices which  were  at  that  time  demanded  of 
him  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  after  holding  a 
high  official  position  at  a  time  of  very  great 
difficulty— at  a  time,  too,  when  party  compli- 
cations made  it  necessary  that  a  moderate  man 
should  take  the  reins  of  government— moderate 
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in  the  sense  of  one  who  had  not  been  keenly 
mixed  np  in  party  politics.  It  was  especially 
necessary  that  such  a  man  should  take  com- 
mand, and  it  was  notorious  at  the  time  that 
he  did  so  with  great  disinclination.  After 
he  had  ceased  to  be  Premier  the  colony 
delighted  to  honour  him,  and  he  is  almost 
the  solitaiy  instance  of  a  high  permanent 
official  being  specially  put  into  the  Upper 
House.  At  a  later  time  he  left  the  colony  and 
permanently  resided  in  England;  and  I  may 
say  of  my  own  knowledge  that  he  was  not  one 
of  those  colonists  living  at  Home  who  per- 
mitted with  impunity  attacks  to  be  made  on 
the  colony.  In  early  life  he  was  distinguished 
for  his  literary  tastes,  and  in  maturer  age  he 
renewed  those  ipursuits  until  he  was  regarded  as 
one  who  stood  m  the  first  rank  of  poets  of  the 
present  generation.  Mr.  Domett  was  distin- 
guished for  his  highly- cultivated  intellect,  for 
his  very  genial  manner,  and  especially  for  the 
great  judgment  with  which  he  was  able  to 
steer  between  conflicting  opinions  and  take  a 
sound  practical  view  of  afiairs  brought  under 
his  notice.  I  think,  Sir,  there  are  not  many 
men  who  have  passed  through  life  with  so  few 
enemies  and  with  so  many  Mends ;  and  I  am 
sore  the  announcement  of  his  death,  which 
appeared  in  the  paper  on  Saturday  evening, 
gave  a  shock  to  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons throughout  the  colony  who  remembered 
with  affectionate  veneration  and  esteem  the 
many  high  and  excellent  qualities  which  the 
late  Mr.  Alfred  Domett  possessed.  I  heartily 
second  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  KEBH. — I,  too,  should  like  to  add  my 
testimony  to  the  character  of  the  late  Mr. 
Domett  as  a  colonist.  I  remember  that  he 
was  one  of  the  earliest  colonists  who  came  to 
settle  in  the  other  Island.  He  bore  the  bur- 
den of  the  day  then  when  we  were  in  very 
great  straits.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest 
fanners  in  Nelson.  We  had  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience  to  put  up  with  at  that  time; 
but  he  always  bore  the  burden  and  brunt  of  the 
troubles  of  the  day.  I  remember,  when  the 
Maoris  were  coming  down  after  the  Wairau 
massacre,  and  when  they  threatened  to  drive 
us  into  the  sea,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  come 
to  the  front.  We  were  young  settlers  at  that 
time,  and  did  not  know  much  of  bush-life ;  but 
"Six,  Domett  put  his  pack  on  his  back  with  the 
rest  of  us,  and  I  can  siidd  that  he  did  much  good 
for  that  early  settlement.  I  am  glad  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Domett  as  I 
knew  him. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — As  one  who  sat  longer  with 
Mr.  Domett,  both  in  this  and  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  than  any  honourable  mem- 
ber now  present,  I  cannot  allow  this  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  without  adding  my  tribute 
of  admiration  to  the  character  of  the  states- 
man— for  he  was  a  statesman — who  has  just 
passed  away.  I  cordially  echo  the  senti- 
ments so  eloquently  expressed  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North,  and  I 
think  he  vrill  agree  in  the  one  or  two 
words  I  wish  to  add   with   respect   to   the 


character  of  the  late  Mr.  Domett.  The  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  his  character  and  con- 
duct was  his  utter  and  jserfeot  straightforward- 
ness and  fearlessness  in  dealing  with  every 
question  which  came  before  Parliament.  There- 
was  nothing  like  concealment,  nothing  like 
insincerity,  in  the  whole  of  his  character. 
He  spoke  out  fearlessly  on  every  question » 
and  yet  everybody  was  so  satisfied  with  his 
honesty  and  straightforwardness  that  he  made 
no  enemies.  He  could  say  things  to  honourable 
members  which  nobody  else  could  say ;  yet  he 
never  forfeited  their  goodwill  or  confidence. 
His  example  had  a  very  beneficial  effect  on  the 
politics  of  his  day.  I  am  sorry  that  we  have 
no  one  like  him  left  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  able  to 
add  my  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
one  who  has  done  such  good  service  to  the 
colony  in  his  public  work,  besides  being,  as- 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  last  speaker,  an 
excellent  practical  settler,  and  the  like  of  whom 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  soon  see  again. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  have  to  state  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Cen- 
tral has  taken  a  very  keen  interest  in  the 
matter  before  the  House  now,  and  it  is  with 
the  deepest  regret  that  he  is  unable  to  attend 
the  House  this  afternoon  on  account  of  illness. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES. 
■  Sir  J.  VO GEL.  — Before  proceeding  to 
business  I  would  ask  the  House  to  grant  me 
the  indulgence  of  referring  to  a  personal  mat- 
ter. I  allude  to  an  article  which  appeared 
last  night  in  the  Press,  and  which  raised  the 
question  of  the  occupation  of  one  of  the  Minis- 
terial residences  by  myself.  I  wish  to  say 
this  :  The  practice  which  has  been  pursued  in 
the  past  with  reference  to  the  Ministerial 
residences  has  been  of  a  somewhat  varied 
character.  On  the  previous  occasion  of  a 
change  of  Government  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Mitcbelson,  who  occupied  the  house  which  I 
now  occupy,  left  it  after  some  five  or  six  weeks 
from  the  conunencement  of  the  session ;  and 
the  then  Premier,  Major  Atkinson,  and  Mr. 
RoUeston,  I  believe,  occupied  their  houses  till 
after  the  close  of  the  session.  On  other  occa- 
sions there  have  been  different  practices ;  but 
as  regards  the  present  case  I  wish  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  state 
that  some  days  since  I  asked  the  Premier 
when  he  required  the  house,  and  he  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  would  give  me  sufficient 
notice  when  he  did  require  it.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  the  house  is  quite  at  his  disposal, 
and  if  he  thinks  there  ought  to  be  any 
payment  made  I  shall  not  dispute  it.  It 
is  disagreeable  to  refer  to  these  matters,  but 
one  does  not  care  to  see  in  the  newspapers  a 
false  colour  put  upon  one's  actions.  As  this  is 
the  first  opportunity  of  doing  so,  I  may  refer 
to  the  extraordinarily-exaggerated  statements 
which  have  been  made  about  the  expenditure 
incurred  in  preparing  and  furnishing  the  house 
in  Tinakori  Road,  I  should  like  to  explain 
that  when  I  came  into  office  I  said  to  Mr* 
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Hitchelson  that  I  had  heard  the  house  re- 
quired considerable  expenditure,  and  asked 
him  whether  it  wsbs  the  case;  and  he  was 
good  enough  to  tell  me  that  if  he  continued 
to  occupy  it,  or  if  any  person  contemplated 
occupying  it,  it  would  be  necessary  to  very 
extensively  repair  it,  and  to  renew  some  of  the 
furniture.  The  honourable  gentleman,  indeed, 
told  me  that  he  would  state  so  in  the  House 
when  the  vote  came  on  in  Committee  of 
Supply;  but  he  afterwards  explained  to  me 
that  he  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  confirm  the 
statement  I  have  made  now.  As  far  as  I  am 
aware  no  unnecessary  expenditure  was  in- 
curred. I  trust  the  House  will  excuse  me  for 
intruding  upon  it  a  personal  matter  of  this 
kind,  but  I  feel  that  a  statement  of  the  kind 
I  have  referred  to  should  not  go  without  con- 
tradiction. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Perhaps  I  might  also 
be  allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two.  There  seems 
to  be  a  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  memoers  as  to  the  custom  in  these 
matters.  Apparently,  honourable  members 
think  that  outgoing  Ministers  are  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  houses  and  that  incoming  Minis- 
ters are  allowed  to  draw  house-allowance  at  the 
same  time.  That  is  certainly  not  the  rule, 
which  I  take  to  be  perfectly  clear  —  namely, 
that,  if  incoming  Ministers  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  allow  their  predecessors  to  remain  in 
the  houses,  it  is  clearly  a  matter  between 
themselves.  I  can  assure  honourable  members 
that  no  Ministers  in  this  Ministry  will  draw 
house-allowance  for  the  four  houses  now  prac- 
tically vacant.  I  may  say  that  they  have  not 
done  so,  nor  will  they  do  so. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  should  like  to  say, 
in  reply  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  that  when  I  occupied 
the  house  which  he  now  occupies  no  money 
had  been  expended  for  a  number  of  years  on 
the  internal  fittings;  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  carpets 
were  in  a  disgraceful  state,  and  no  doubt 
required  renewing.  I  told  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  that  who- 
ever went  into  that  house  would  have  to 
expend  a  good  deal  of  money  in  purchasing 
new  carpets.  With  reference  to  the  expendi- 
ture on  furniture  in  the  ball-room,  that,  of 
course,  I  dissent  from,  and  it  is  what  I  would 
not  have  incurred  myself. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — As  regards  the  furnishing  of 
the  ball-room,  the  circumstances  briefly  are 
these  :  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  go  to  the 
Government  offices.  I  had  to  put  the  room 
which  had  been  used  as  a  dining-room  to  the 
purpose  of  an  office.  It  was  as  much  as  I 
could  do,  with  the  departments  I  had,  to  make 
that  one  room  serve  for  all  official  purposes, 
and  therefore  it  was  found  necessary  to  convert 
the  ball-room  into  a  drawing-room. 

CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE    ATTENDING 
SCHOOL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES,  it  wag 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  re- 
turn showing  the  total  number  of  children  of 
five  years  of  age  attending  the  State  schools 
during  each  term  of  last  year :  also  the  ave- 
rage number  so  attending ;  also  the  amount  of 
the  capitation  allowance  paid  for  such  children, 
and  the  difierence  between  the  amount  actnally 
so  paid  on  the  average  attendance  and  the  cost 
to  the  colony  of  these  children,  as  estimated 
by  the  present  Minister  of  Education  on  the 
25th  May  last. 

LOANS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MOSS,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  show- 
ing, with  regard  to  the  loans  raised  under  the 
Loan  Acts  of  1863.  1870, 1873,  1876, 1877,  and 
1879,  the  5-per-cent.  (Five-thirty)  Loan,  the 
4J-per-cent.  (Five-thirty)  Loan,  the  Consoli- 
dated Loan,  1867,  and  the  Consolidated  Stock 
Acts,  1877  and  1884,  the  terms  under  which 
the  several  loans  were  negotiated  in  London ; 
together  with  the  prospectus  issued,  the  rate 
obtained  mintis  accrued  interest  (if  any),  the 
commission  paid,  the  brokerage  paid,  and  any 
other  expenses  of  negotiation,  respectively. 

FOXl'ON  WHARF. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.    WILSON,  it    was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  similar 
return  to  D.-t14,  1886,  laid  before  this  House, 
relating  to  the  Foxton  Wharf. 

CROWN  AND  NATIVE  LANDS  RATING 
ACT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PARATA,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
setting  forth  the  various  Native  districts  in  the 
South  Island  in  which  the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act  has  been  in  force,  and  the 
amounts  still  due  on  the  several  Native  re- 
serves, or  which  have  been  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

FRANKING-POWERS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FELDWICK,  it  waa 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a 
return  giving  the  names  of  all  persons  entitled 
to  frank  and  receive  telegrams  free  of  charge. 

WESTPORT  AND  GREYMOUTH 
HARBOURS. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  moved.  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  whether 
the  works  for  the  improvement  of  the  Westport 
Harbour  have  been  hitherto  carried  on  eco- 
nomically and  satisfactorily  by  the  Harbour 
Board,  and  to  report  their  opinion  whether  the 
present  mode  of  carrying  on  the  works  should 
be  continued,  or  any  other  plan  adopted ;  also 
whether  the  endowments  of  the  said  Board 
have  been  satisfactorily  administered;  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  ten  members,  five  to 
form  a  quorum  :  the  Committee  to  have  power 
to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  consist  of 
Mr.  Dodson,  Sir  J.  Hall,  Mr.  Macarthur,  Mr. 
McGregor,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  E.  Richardson, 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart,  Mr.  Whyte,  Mr.  Withy, 
and  the  mover. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— With  the  consent  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  I  would  like  to  move 
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the  following  amendment:  namely,  To  insert, 
after  the  words  **Weetport  Harbour,"  the 
words  "and  Greymonth  Harbour/*  Both 
these  harbour-works  are  now  carried  on  under 
similar  Acts,  and  I  think  it  would  result  in  very 
great  advantage  to  the  colony  if  this  Committee 
considered  the  question  of  the  management  of 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Westport  Harbour.  One  has  only  to  look  at 
the  estimates  to  see  the  very  large  amount  of 
colonial  revenue  which  is  being  lavished  on 
these  harbours.  Certainly  the  two  cases  re- 
quire looking  into.  If  that  were  done  an 
amount  of  revenue  equal  to  £15,000  a  year 
would  go  into  the  colonial  chest  instead  of 
goinf^  into  these  harbours,  and  there  would  be 
plenty  over  to  meet  the  charges  on  loan. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — I  cannot  allow  this 
amendment  to  be  put  without  some  reasons 
being  given  by  the  honourable  member  as  to 
why  Greymouth  should  be  included  in  this 
inquiry.  To  my  mind  it  looks  as  if  the  Go- 
vernment has  made  up  its  mind  that  matters 
ill  relation  to  the  carrying-on  of  works  at 
Wcstport  have  not  been  economically  or  satis- 
factorily conducted  by  the  Board.  There  has 
been  a  forced  resignation  brought  about  of  the 
engineer  to  the  Board — a  gentleman  of  very 
eminent  ability  and  great  colonial  experience, 
and  who  was  well  fitted  to  perform  his  duties. 
With  regard  to  Greymouth  we  have  had  none 
of  these  differences  at  all.  I  fail  to  see  what 
reason  the  honourable  member  for  Thorndon 
has  for  asking  the  Government  to  make  this 
inquiry  with  regard  to  Greymouth.  I  hope  the 
Government — unless  they  believe  that  the  Grey- 
mouth Harbour  Board  has  not  been  carrying 
on  the  works  properly,  satisfactorily,  and  effi- 
ciently— will  not  consent  to  this  amendment. 
If  we  are  to  have  a  searching  inquiry  into  the 
carrying-out  of  the  works  at  Greymouth,  let  a 
separate  motion  be  moved,  and  then  let  there 
be  some  reasons  shown  why  it  should  be  agreed 
to.  If  the  Minister  chooses  to  make  this 
motion  with  regard  to  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board  without  saying  a  single  word  in  support 
of  it,  and  if  the  member  for  the  Buller  chooses 
to  allow  the  motion  to  be  put  from  the  chair 
without  offering  any  objection,  I  can  only  say 
that  it  looks  as  if  there  were  some  agreement 
between  them  that  such  an  inquiry  should  be 
made,  or  else  that  the  honourable  member  who 
represents  that  district  admits  the  fact  that 
the  Westport  Harbour  Board  have  not  been 
carrying  on  their  business  economically  or 
satisfactorily,  or  in  accordance  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  district  and  the  colony;  and 
I  must  say  that,  not  taking  up  any  such  posi- 
tion in  reference  to  the  Greymouth  Harbour, 
I  shall,  as  the  representative  of  the  district  in 
which  that  harbour  is  situated,  not  allow  the 
amendment  to  be  agreed  to  without  entering 
my  firm  protest  against  it,  and  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  Government  will  not  attempt  to 
couple  together  in  this  way  the  Westport  and 
Greymouth  harbours. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— -The  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  seems  to  be  a  very  strange 
one — that  this  inquiry  into  the  administration 


of  the  Westport  Harbour  is  to  be  made  simply 
because  the  Government  have  made  up  their 
minds  that  there  is  something  unsatisfactory 
going  on  there.  I  think  and  hope  that  the 
Government  and  the  House  take  up  higher 
ground,  and  have  a  higher  view  respecting  the 
necessity  for  this  inquiry.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  the  harbours  of  Westport  and 
Greymouth,  and  the  works  that  are  in  progress 
there,  are  of  the  very  highest  importance  to  the 
colony ;  and  from  that  fact,  and  from  the  fact 
that  the  House,  recognising  the  importance  of 
the  works,  has  committed  the  colony  to  a 
guarantee  of  loans  raised  .for  the  furtherance 
of  those  works,  I  think  it  quite  proper  and 
reasonable  that  the  House  should  inquire  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  funds  bestowed  upon 
this  Board  have  been  administered  in  the  past. 
However,  so  far  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Greymonth  is  concerned,  the  honourable 
gentleman  seems  to  be  anxious  to  cover  up  any- 
thing which  may  have  been  done  irregularly  at 
Greymouth ;  but  I  think  that  not  quite  a  pro- 
per position  has  been  taken  up :  this  House, 
through  a  Committee,  has  a  perfect  right  to  in- 
quire into  all  these  matters  of  administration, 
and  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  property  of  the 
country  has  been  dealt  with.  I  have  asked  the 
late  Government  repeatedly  during  the  last 
eighteen  months  to  institute  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind,  because  I  believed  that  there  was  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  machinery  of  this  under- 
taking, and  that  the  work  was  not  being  carried 
on  as  economically  as  I  desired ;  and  I  thought 
the  remedy  for  such  a  state  of  things  as  has  ex- 
isted should  properly  come  from  the  Government. 
But  the  late  Government  thought  otherwise,  not- 
withstanding my  urgent  appeals  made  to  them 
from  time  to  time  to  make  an  inquiry  such  as  I 
thought  necessary ;  and  I  have  to  thank  the 
present  Government  for  instituting  this  inquiry, 
even  at  this  late  hour.  My  great  objections 
have  been  that  the  work  as  carried  on  was  cost- 
ing too  much  in  departmental  expenses — that 
these  expenses  were  too  great  for  the  results; 
and  that  the  work  was  not  pushed  on  so  vigor- 
ously as  I  thought  the  necessities  of  the  case 
required ;  and  that  the  gentleman  belauded  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth  was 
not  a  man  of  sufficient  experience  to  direct 
these  works,  and  had  been  making  innumerable 
blunders.  I  stated  these  objections  in  writing 
over  and  over  again,  and  insisted  continually 
that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  held :  and  the  Board 
itself  was  anxious  for  an  inquiry;  but,  still,  an 
inquiry  was  refused,  and  it  is  only  now  that  it  is 
to  be  granted,  and,  though  it  is  late  in  the  day, 
I  hope  that  good  may  result.  At  any  rate,  I 
wish  to  disabuse  honourable  members*  minds 
of  the  idea  that  there  has  been  any  mis- 
management, or  that  anything  has  been  going 
wrong  beyond  what  I  have  stated.  But  I 
am  not  going  to  say  as  much  for  Greymouth, 
especially  as  the  honourable  gentleman  seems 
so  desirous  that  there  should  be  no  inquiry  in 
regard  to  the  harbour  works  at  Greymouth 
such  as  that  which  I  court  for  Westport. 
I  am  sure  inquiry  cannot  but  do  good.  It 
cannot  but  show  the  importance  of  the  works 
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and  the  benefit  that  is  likely  to  result  to  the 
colony,  and,  while  directing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  matters  to  which  I  have  referred, 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  things  in  the 
future.  For  that  reason  I  welcome  the  inquiry, 
and  shall  be  prepared  to  give  the  Committee 
every  information  in  my  power.  More  than 
that,  from  the  great  interest  I  have  taken  in 
the  works,  from  the  share  I  had  in  starting 
them,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  my  privilege  as 
a  member  of  the  House,  and  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee  if  the  Chairman  will 
kindly  inform  me  of  the  times  of  its  sittings. 
So  far  from  objecting  to  the  Committee,  I  think 
that  the  House  and  the  (xovernment  are  only 
doing  their  duty  by  appointing  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  that  no  question 
will  be  raised  of  a  personal  nature  as  between 
Westport  and  Greymouth,  I  think  that  the 
amendment  is  not  an  unreasonable  one,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  the  Greymouth  Board 
have  already  applied  to  the  Government  to  get 
a  resolution  passed  through  both  Houses,  ex- 
tending the  guarantee  to  another  £150,000. 
Besides,  these  two  harbours  are  being  made 
under  a  system  which  is  a  new  experiment,  and 
it  would  be  well  to  learn  from  a  Committee  what 
the  result  of  the  experiment  so  far  is.  The 
House  reserved  to  itself  the  right  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  harbours  again  if  the  new  system 
were  found  to  be  working  unsatisfactorily.  I 
trust  that  the  House  will  see  its  way  to  make 
the  inquiry,  and  that  the  result  will  show  that 
every  care  has  been  exercised,  and  that,  if 
not,  such  remedies  will  be  applied  as  will  pre- 
vent extravagance. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— The  honourable  member 
will  perhaps  allow  me  to  point  out  that  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  does  not  ask  for  a 
guarantee  for  another  £150,000,  but  for  another 
£50,000.  The  total  amount  to  be  guaranteed 
under  the  Act  is  £150,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  that  is  so. 

Mr.  KERB.  —  I  hope  that  the  amendment 
will  be  carried,  and  I  should  like  to  see  it  go 
even  further,  and  include  all  the  harbours  of 
the  colony.  Wherever  money  is  being  spent 
imder  the  authority  of  the  colony,  there  should 
be  an  inquiry  as  to  the  results.  I  hear  all 
sorts  of  things  about  these  harbours.  I  hear, 
for  instance,  that  it  is  seriously  talked  of  that 
Taranaki  is  not  going  to  pay  what  it  owes,  but 
is  going  to  throw  the  whole  thing  on  the  public 
generally.  I  should  like  to  see  the  inquiry 
moved  for  here  extended  to  the  harbours  at 
Timaru,  Oamaru,  and  Taranaki. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  cannot  allow  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
to  pass  unchallenged,  when  he  says  that  in 
Taranaki  repudiation  is  openly  talked  of,  and  a 
desire  expressed  to  throw  the  whole  burden  of 
interest  upon  the  colony.  There  is  no  founda- 
tion at  all  for  such  a  statement.  At  any  rate 
I  have  never  heard  of  it.  We  have  our  little 
difficulties,  no  doubt,  but  we  hope  to  get  over 
them  by-aud-by.  We  have  been  badly  used  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  colony  has  dealt  with 
our  land-endowments — and  no  doubt  that  mat- 
4ier  will  come  before  the  House  when  we  ask 
Mr.  O'Canor 


consideration  at  its  hands ;  but,  as  for  talking 
of  repudiation,  there  has  been  nothing  of  the 
kind  so  far  as  I  am  aware.  As  to  inquiring 
into  the  expenditure  at  Taranaki  Harbour,  I  am 
afraid  the  inquiry  would  have  no  result,  seeing 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  money  raised  lor 
that  harbour  is  now  at  an  end.  We  have 
simply  to  make  some  additions  to  the  wharves, 
and  then  everything  will  have  been  done  that 
can  be  done  for  some  years  to  come. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  regret  that  the  Pre- 
mier should  have  accepted  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Thorndon,  for  the 
short  discussion  \yhicL  has  taken  place  on  this 
matter  shows  that  we  should  be  exceedingly 
careful  how  we  widen  the  scope  of  the  inquiry. 
There  has  been  a  definite  allegation  made 
against  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Westport 
works,  that  he  has  not  had  sufficient  experi- 
ence for  the  conduct  of  these  works;  and  it 
is  notorious  that  the  Press  in  a  certain  part  of 
the  colony  ha.s  been  full  of  squabbles  between 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  ajid  the  engineer. 
When  we  come  to  think  that  we,  the  Par- 
liament of  New  Zealand,  are  in  reality  pro- 
viding the  funds  for  that  harbour,  and  when  we 
see  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  the  engineer 
at  daggers  drawn,  each  saying  that  the  other 
is  absolutely  incompetent  for  the  management 
of  the  works  under  his  charge,  I  apprehend 
it  is  fully  time  that  we  should  have  an  in- 
quiry directly  as  to  whether  the  engineer  has 
been  competent  for  his  work  or  whether  the 
Board  have  been  competent  for  their  work.  I 
believe,  myself,  that  in  all  probability  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry  will  be  that  Parliament  will 
decide  that  it  will  have  done  with  the  en- 
gineer and  with  the  Board,  and  take  the  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  into  its  own  hands,  and 
decide  that  it  can  probably  carry  on  the  work 
more  economically  and  better  than  under  the 
present  system,  because  at  least  there  will  be 
no  divided  authority,  and  no  such  trouble  as 
has  occurred  between  the  engineer  and  the 
Board.  I  therefore  think  it  would  be  better  for 
the  Committee  to  confine  its  attention  to  West- 
port.  No  doubt  much  of  the  information  that 
will  be  obtained  by  the  Committee,  and  many 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Conunittee,  will 
have  equal  reference  to  Greymouth ;  but  these 
can  be  applied  afterwards.  But  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  inquiry  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  Westport,  and  much  reason  why  it 
should. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.-rl  also  regret  that  the 
Premier  has  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Thorndon,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  he  did  not  do  so  after 
adequate  reflection.  Perhaps,  as  it  was  moved 
by  a  supporter  of  his,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  accept  it.  It  is  difficult  to  find  any  other 
reason  that  could  have  actuated  the  honourahle 
gentleman.  This  resolution  as  it  appears  on 
the  Paper  is  drawn  in  terms  which  cannot 
leave  any  doubt  whatever  in  anybody's  mind 
that  the  management  and  working  of  the 
Westport  Harbour  has  been  assailed,  and  that 
the  Committee  is  to  inquire  in  consequence  of 
certain  complaints  having  been  made;  and  I 
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am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  any  other 
harbour  should  be  put  in  the  same  category 
as  this  when)  there  is  no  pretence  for  doing  so. 
For,  though  I  am  free  to  admit  that  there  have 
been  many  complaints  relating  to  Westport,  the 
management  of  the  Greymouth  Harbour  has 
been  singularly  free  from  attack,  considering 
how  usual  it  is  for  complaints  to  be  made 
against  those  in  charge  of  local  works.  There- 
fore I  think  it  is  unfair  that  the  Greymouth 
Harbour  should  be  put  in  the  same  category  as 
Westport.  There  is  another  thing:  Speaking 
ixom  my  own  knowledge  of  this  matter,  I  should 
say  that,  supposing  the  session  is  not  to  extend 
much  beyond  the  end  of  March,  the  Committee 
will  have  quite  enough  to  do  in  inquiring 
into  affairs  connected  with  the  Westport  Har- 
bour. I  could  not  follow  the  remarks  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  made  about 
the  late  Government  beyond  that  he  did  not 
altogether  approve  of  their  action.  And  I  ask 
honourable  members  of  this  House  to  see  what 
a  strong  tribute  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer  has  paid  to  the  fairness  and .  im- 
parliiality  of  the  late  Government  when  he 
tells  us  that  he  has  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  Government,  although  notoriously  he  was 
one  of  its  strongest  supporters.  That  is  the 
best  proof  which  could  be  afforded  of  the  fact 
that  the  late  Government  did  not  allow  any 
political  consideration  to  interfere  with  its 
administration.  I  point  that  out  as  an  ex- 
ample for  the  present  Government  to  follow. 
I  may  say  that  in  my  opinion  one  of  the 
largest  questions  before  the  colony  is  that 
which  relates  to  the  whole  of  the  harbours  of 
New  Zealand  upon  which  expenditure  is  going 
on  out  of  borrowed  money ;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  no  Government  will  be  able  long  to  evade 
looking  into  it.  It  is  in  a  very  serious  plight. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  past  various 
settlements  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the 
actual  outlets  provided  by  Nature,  but  have 
een  vezy  anxious  to  assist  Nature  regardless 
of  the  cost ;  and  it  has  come  to  ;bhis :  that  no 
spring  could  have  made  its  appearance,  even 
temporarily,  along  the  coast  on  either  side  of 
the  two  Islands  without  some  persons  in  the 
locality  discovering  this  spring  of  water,  and 
thinking  that  it  ought  to  be  made  into  a 
harbour  large  enough  to  float  the  **  Great 
Eastern."  I  think  a  great  inclination  has 
been  shown  for  the  expenditure  of  money  to 
make  harbours  in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
If  we  were  able  to  say  that  this  expenditure  is 
a  thing  of  the  past,  perhaps  we  need  not  cry 
very  much  over  spilt  milk ;  but  I  am  afraid 
that  the  expenditure  incurred  is  but  a  small 
part  of  the  expenditure  which  it  is  proposed  to 
inoar  if  things  take  the  same  easy  fashion  they 
have  token  in  the  past :  and  I  am  sure  the  Go- 
vernment must  look  into  it.  I  am  aware  it  is 
lather  a  tender  subject  to  refer  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  I  see  before  me  two  members  of  the 
Government  who  have  Bills  in  their  charge 
relating  to  the  borrowing  of  money  for  har- 
bours. And,  Sir,  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  charge  of  a  Bill  which 
was  bEDU^t  up  last  session  for  borrowing  a 
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considerable  sum  of  money ;  and,  when  one  of 
his  constituents  reproached  him  for  not  being 
sufficiently  eager  to  obtain  the  permission  of 
Parliament  to  borrow  the  money,  what  did  he 
say  ? — and  he  was  very  much  applauded  for  say.- 
ing  it.  He  said,  **  Well,  as  to  the  Bill,  it  is 
true  I  was  only  half-hearted  about  it,  because 
in  my  opinion  the  Government  ought  to  find 
the  money,  and  that  is  what  I  am  trying  to 
do."  The  honourable  gentleman's  constituents 
were  delighted  with  that  opinion ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  other  honourable  gentlemen  will 
find  that  agrees  with  their  own  experience. 
Therefore  I  think  the  whole  harbour  question 
will  have  to  be  considered.  As  to  this  special 
case,  I  think  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller,  who  naturally  takes  a  great  interest 
in  the  matter  —  and  who,  I  think,  fairly  re- 
ceived the  support  of  the  late  Gk)vemmenti 
although  it  endeavoured  to  act  impartfally  in 
the  matter — I  think  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Buller  will  himself,  on  reflection,  see  that 
it  is  better  not  to  mix  up  a  second  inquiry,  but 
to  allow  it  to  proceed  alone.  Therefore  I  trust 
the  honourable  member  will  recall  his  support 
of  the  amendment,  and  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Thomdon  will  see  fit  to  withdraw 
it.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdoii 
will,  on  another  occasion,  go  into  the  whale 
question  of  harbours  I  shall  be  happy  to  aid 
him  in  the  matter,  as  I  think  that.  Sir,  will  be 
the  better  plan. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Do  I  rightly  understand  that 
the  Premier  would  be  willing  to  withdraw  his 
support  to  this  ajnendment,  and,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary, appoint  a  separate  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  Greymouth  Harbour,  if,  on  reflection^ 
that  is  deemed  advisable  ?  I  think  that  would 
be  the  better  course,  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  give  some  reasons  why  it  should  bd 
adopted.  In  the  first  place  the  inquiry  is 
necessary  in  connection  with  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board,  because  of  what  the  Har^ 
hour  Board  has  done  itself.  We  learn  through 
the  Press  that  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  has  been  accused  of  using  the  ma^ 
chinery  of  the  local  bodies  to  place  upon  the 
Board  friends  of  his  own,  and  that  on  th« 
Board  being  so  constituted  the  place  was  made 
so  warm  for  the  engineer  that  he  tendered  his 
resignation.  That  is  charge  number  one.  The 
reply  is  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  con-^ 
sidered  that  the  salary  paid  to  the  engineer-^ 
£1,000  per  annum — was  too  high,  and,  he  having 
accepted  the  position  of  chief  engineer  for  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  the  two  things  con-^ 
flicted,  and  that  he  was  absent  five  or  six 
weeks  attending  to  his  duties  as  engineer  of 
the  Midland  Bailway  Company,  whilst  his 
duties  in  connection  with  the  Harbour  Boacd 
were  neglected.  That,  Sir,  is  the  reply  of  the- 
member  for  the  Buller  as  regards  the  engineer 
of  the  Westport  Harbour  works;  and  how 
could  that  apply  to  Greymouth,  where  there 
is  a  separate  engineer,  and  the  Board  have 
reduced  his  salary  from  £700  to  £600,  have 
reduced  the  salary  of  every  servant,  and  are 
doing  the  work  by  the  contract  system-,  whilst 
in  Westport  they  are  doing  the  work  b  ^day^ 
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labour?  Then,  again,  as  regards  this  motion, 
it  would  not  be  applicable  to  Greymouth: 
the  Committee  is  asked  to  inquire  into  things 
in  regard  to  which  inquiry  would  not  be  ap- 
plicable as  far  as  Greymouth  is  concerned. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  not  I    Well,  as  to 
ivhethcr  the  present  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
works  should  be  continued,  no  question  regard- 
ing the  works  at  Greymouth  has   arisen.     I 
challenge   any   honourable    member   in   this 
House  to  take  the  Press  of  the  colony  to  show 
the  contrary.    There  has  not,  so  fsbr  as  I  am 
aware,  been  a  single  word  said  against  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board,  or  its  manner  of 
conducting  the  work,  nor  has  it  been  suggested 
that  any  other  plan  should  have  been  adopted. 
There  is  also  this  view  of  the  question  to  be 
considered:  The   Greymouth  Heurbour  Board, 
after  their  proceedings  have  been  completed, 
have  sent  to  the  Government   copies  of  their 
minutes,  so  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
have  been  under  the  review  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  late  Minister  of  Marine  is  in  his 
place  in  the  House,  and  I  will  undertake  to 
.  say  he  will  tell  the  House  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  has  been  conducted,  or  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Board  has  administered  its  affairs. 
8ir,  it  is  very  little  encouragement  to  a  Board 
or  to  any  body  of  men  who  give  their  time 
and  endeavour  to  do  their  best  in  the  inter- 
ests of  a  district,  that  when  there  has  been 
no  complaint  against  them,  no  charge,  no  ex- 
pression of  ill-will  made,  then  suddenly,   be- 
cause a  neighbouring  body  has  been  accused  of 
doing  wrong,  a  Committee  of  inquiry  should  be 
appointed  also  into  their  affairs.    If  it  is  be- 
cause Greymouth  is  the  nearest  Harbour  Board, 
why  not  hold  an  inquiry  into  the  Wellington 
Harbour  Board's  proceedings  ? — because  I  sup- 
pose Wellington  is  the  nearest  port  to  the  north 
of  Westport,  and  Greymouth  to  the  south.    Why 
not  take  both  north  ajid  south  ?    What,  then, 
can  be  the  reason  for  bringing  in  Greymouth  ? 
I  will   tell  the   House    what  the  reason  is. 
It  is  this  ;    that  if  an  inquiry  is  to  be  held 
into  the  proceedings  of  both  Boards  it  neces- 
sarily  must    be  of    a  perfunctory  pharacter, 
and  that    attention   that  would  be  given  to 
the  affairs  of  one  Board  would  not  be  given  if 
both  were  included  in  the  inquiry.    Then,  there 
must  be  expense  incurred.    Surely  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  tliink  of  dealing  with  either 
of  these  Boards  without  incurring  the  expense 
of  bringuig  up  the  engineer  of  the  Board  and 
thoroughly  overhauling  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board,  examining  their  minutes,  and  collating 
other  evidence.    If  the  Committee  is  to  do  the 
work  at  all  it  must  incur  large  expense ;  and 
why  should  the  expense  be  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  Greymouth  Board  ?    One  rea- 
son given  for  this  inquiry  is  in  the  point  raised 
by  the  Premier  that  the  Greymouth  Board  have 
asked  for  the  sanction  of  the  Government  for 
a  further  loan  of  £50,000.    I  may  say,  in  refer- 
ence   to  that,   tlie    Board    could  borrow  the 
money  without  having  recourse  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  all,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  the 
Mr,  Seddon 


Government  sanctioning  the  guarantee  the 
money  will  be  raised  at  less  cost  than  if  it  had 
to  be  done  without  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  prove  to 
the  House  that  it  has  no  right  to  allow  a  red- 
herring  to  be  drawn  across  the  scent  by  bring- 
ing the  two  Boards  under  a  review  of  that  kind, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  just  to  do  so.  I  tmst 
the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  will  with- 
draw the  amendment,  and  if  to-morrow  or  later 
on  he  feels,  on  reflection,  that  it  is  necessary 
an  inquiry  should  bo  held  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board,  I  shall  not 
raise  any  factious  opposition  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  separate  Committee  to  deal  with  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board ;  but  I  object  to  that 
Board  being  coupled  with  this  inquiry  into  the 
affsdrs  of  the  Westport  Board,  for  I  do  not  think 
it  is  doing  justice  to  Greymouth.  I  ask  the 
Premier  to  be  consistent.  He  said  it  was 
necessary  there  should  be  two  Committees  to 
take  the  public  petitions,  because  the  work 
could  not  otherwise  be  overtaken,  as  there  was 
too  much  for  one  Committee  to  do  in  the  short 
space  of  time  allowed  this  session.  Well,  in 
this  case  I  say  there  is  not  time  for  one 
Committee  to  hold  a  reasonable  inquiry  into 
the  management  of  both  Boards.  If  the  Pre- 
mier asks  the  member  for  Thomdon  to  with- 
draw the  present  amendment,  and  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  moves  for  a  second  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  in  connection 
with  the  Greymouth  Harbour,  I  will  not  object. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— When  I  moved  this  amend- 
ment I  had  no  idea  it  was  going  to  be  such  a 
big  inquiry  as  honourable  members  ma.ke  out, 
and  I  will  withdraw  it  on  the  understanding 
that  we  get  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  Grey- 
mouth Harbour. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon,  when  he  moves  for 
the  Committee  next  time,  will  give  some  reason 
why  he  does  it. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  vdll  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  that  an  amendment  was 
proposed  to  the  effect  that  it  was  desirable  this 
question  should  be  relegated  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, instead  of  being  dealt  with  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House.  I  should  like  to 
say  that  the  Government  have  taken  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration,  and  have  determined 
to  ask  the  House  to  refer  the  matter  te  a  Select 
Committee.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  under  the  cir- 
cimistances,  looking  at  the  desirabiliiy  of  get- 
ting this  matter  disposed  of  as  early  as  possible, 
the  House  will  permit  mo  to  move  the  resolu- 
tion referring  it  to  a  Committee  without  notice. 
If  the  House  consents  to  that,  I  would  ask  the 
permission  of  the  House  to  name  the  Committee 
at  half -past  seven  this  evening,  before  Vfe  go  to 
the  financial  debate. 

Original  motion  and  amendment  by  leave 
withdrawn,  and  leave  given  to  move  a  fresh 
motion  without  notice. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  move,  That  it 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  consider  the  pro- 
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posaJs  made  for  amending  the  contract  between 
Messrs.  Ghiystal  and  others  (assigned  to  the 
Midland  Bailway  Company)  for  the  constnic- 
tioD  of  the  Midland  Bculway,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  as  to  whether  all  or  any  of  the 
amendments  should  be  adopted;  the  Com- 
xnittee  to  consist  of  fourteen  members,  five  to 
be  a  quorum ;  to  have  power  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers ;  and  to  report  on  or  before  Wed- 
nesday, the  16th  day  of  November. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
Government  intends  to  prevent  the  Committee 
suggesting  any  amendments. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  they  can  suggest 
any  amendments  they  like. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— They  are  only  to  report  as 
to  the  acceptance  of  all  or  any  of  the  amend- 
ments. If  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
wish  to  restrain  the  Committee  from  making 
suggestions  I  would  suggest  the  addition  of  the 
words  "  or  in  what  way  they  should  be  varied." 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  have  no  objection 
whatever  to  those  words,  but  I  take  it  the 
words  of  the  resolution  cover  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  words  certainly  do  not 
cover  that.  The  Committee  is  merely -to  con- 
sider all  or  any  of  the  amendments,  or  whether 
all  or  any  of  them  should  be  adopted.  I  have 
only  further  to  say  that  I  accept  this  Com- 
mittee on  the  responsibility  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  seems  desirous  of  carrying  out 
the  matter.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  dis- 
guise from  myself  that  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  decided  the  subject  in  the  whole 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  better 
opportunities  than  I  have  of  knowing  the  wishes 
of  honourable  members  generally,  and  probably 
he  has  ascertained  that  this  proposition  will  be 
more  in  conformity  with  the  view  of  the  House, 
and  therefore  I  gave  my  own  individual  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— I  think  the  day  fixed  for  the 
Conmiittee  to  report  is  too  soon.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  Committee  to  consider  this 
matter  fully  in  eight  days.  I  suggest  that  at 
all  events  a  fortnight  be  allowed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— From  the  answer  the  Pre- 
mier gave  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua 
to-day,  it  appears  that  the  company  hero  are 
under  a  distinct  pledge  to  send  an  answer  to 
Ijondon  about  the  15th.  I  think,  myself,  the 
time  asked  for  is,  if  anything,  too  long;  and 
I  was  going  to  suggest  that  the  Coumiittco 
should  report'  on  Friday,  because  a  Committee 
can  always  get  an  extension  of  time  if  found 
necessary.  I  think  this  is  one  of  those  matters 
that  should  be  dealt  with  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— I  understood  that  what  is  to 
be  done  by  the  15th  is  something  in  which  the 
House  is  not  concerned  at  all,  but  something 
between  the  company  and  those  with  whom 
they  are  financing  at  Home. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  think  till  the 
16th  is  too  long,  and  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that 
the  matter  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee at  all.  I  am  sorry  the  Premier  has 
not  sufficient  backbone  to  insist  on  the  matter 
going  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 


so  being  finally  cleared  away  and  done  with* 
That  would  have  been  far  better  and  more 
satisfactory  in  every  way.  A  Committee  will 
have  a  number  of  meetings  and  will  make  a 
report,  and  it  means  that  the  whole  thing  will 
come  back  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  be 
discussed  then.  I  think  that  is  a  pity,  and  that 
it  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
not  to  insist  on  the  matter  being  dealt  with  by 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Then  the  matter 
could  have  been  cleared  ofi  altogether  without 
the  slightest  difficulty,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to 
be  satisfactory  to  both  the  company  and  the 
country.  It  would  be  foolish  of  me  to  oppose 
the  reference  to  the  Select  Committee,  and  I 
am  now  simply  entering  my  protest  against  the 
course  adopted. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Will  the  Premier  accept  a 
short  amendment,  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mittee shall  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  stop  the  line  going  farther  north 
than  Beef  ton  ?  I  think  a  great  many  members 
would  be  in  favour  of  that,  and  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  accept  the  amendment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  could  not  accept 
that.  I  consider  the  railway  to  the  north  of 
equal,  if  not  greater,  importance  to  the  one 
from  the  East  to  the  West  Coast. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Subsequently  the  following  members  were 
appointed  as  members  of  the  Committee :  Mr. 
Allen,  Mr.  Fulton,  Sir  J.  Hall,  Sir  G.  Grey, 
Captain  Bussell,  Mr.  Pyke,  Mr.  E.  Bichardson, 
Mr.  G.  F.  Bichardson,  Mr.  Samuel,  Mr.  Leves- 
tarn.  Sir  J.  Vogel,  Dr.  Hodgkinson,  Mr.  Seddon, 
and  Major  Atkinson. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  House  do  now  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — Sir,  I  propose  to  sub- 
mit the  Financial  Statement  to  an  examina- 
tion, and  to  make  some  observations  upon  it. 
But  first  I  may  say  I  hope  the  Premier  will 
not  expect  me  to  commence  my  remarks  in  the 
way  in  which  he  usually  does  on  similar  occa- 
sions— that  is  to  say,  by  expressing  the  opinion 
that  he  never  heard  so  bare  a  Statement,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  it,  and  that  it  simply 
demonstrates  the  incapacity  of  the  person  mak- 
ing it.  Far  from  adopting  such  a  course,  I 
shall  commence  by  congratulating  the  honour- 
able gentleman  on  some  features.  I  think, 
from  a  literary  point  of  view,  it  is  the  best 
ofiort  he  has  ever  mode.  It  shows  powers  of 
clearness  of  expression  and  concentration  with 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
hitherto  been  credited,  and  it  is,  I  think,  a 
clever  Statement — a  clever  Statement  from  an 
intellectual  point  of  view,  though  I  cannot  say 
it  has  excellence  from  a  moral  point  of  view. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  criticize  it  in  a  perfectly 
impartial  manner,  making  as  mild  the  objections 
I  have  as  I  can,  and  putting  into  prominence  any 
feature  of  which  I  can  honestly  express  approval. 
From  a  bird's-eye  point  of  view  the  proposals 
of  the  Gk>vemment  amount  to  this :  They  do  not 
reconcile,  or,  indeed,  attempt  to  reconcile,  the 
expenditure  with  the  income.    They  make  up 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


a28 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statemeivt. 


[Nov.  9 


tihe  difierenoe  by  an  unlimited  power  of  borrow- 
ing, instead  of  following  the  honest  course  of 
reinstating  the  revenue  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture. Supposing  we  had  come  down  in  May 
last  with  a  similar  Budget,  and  had  proposed 
to  increase  the  property-tax  only,  and  had 
asked  the  authority  of  the  House  that  what- 
ever else  might  be  the  deficit  on  the  year's 
expenditure  should  be  charged  to  borrowed 
money, — supposing  we  had  shirked  our  duty  by 
that  way  of  dealing  with  the  public  revenue, 
and  had  added  to  our  Budget  a  proposal  to  bor- 
row a  million  of  money,  and  had  garnished  it 
with  vague  promises  of  future  retrenchment, — I 
ask  honourable  members  what  would  have  been 
the  general  opinion  of  such  a  Budget!  And 
yet,  in  effect,  that  is  an  exact  though  condensed 
description  of  the  present  Financial  Statement. 
The  promises  with  regard  to  retrenchment  are 
not  specific ;  indeed,  they  amount  to  little 
more  than  have  been  made  on  dozens  of  occa- 
sions during  the  late  general  election  from 
the  hustings — vague  promises  of  retrenchment, 
with  equally  vague  mdications  of  the  way  in 
which  such  retrenchment  might  be  made.  The 
Government  ask  at  the  same  time  for  powers 
of  a  most  extraordinary  nature  in  the  way  of 
limiting  or  increasing  the  expenditure  as  they 
may  thmk  fit  to  do  in  the  future.  On  that  point 
I  shall  have  more  to  say  later  on.  I  would  now 
merely  point  out  the  difference  between  our 
proposals  in  May  last  and  those  of  the  nonour- 
&ble  gentleman.  There  is  one  difference  of  a 
Very  marked  nature.  We  proposed  to  borrow  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  land  revenue, 
luid  that  is  the  course  he  proposes.  Of  course 
honourable  members  will  not  blame  him  for 
following  us  in  making  up  the  deficiency  in 
the  land  revenue  by  borrowing.  Then,  he  in- 
creases the  property-tax  by  exactly  the  same 
amount  as  we  proposed.  It  is  true  he  does  it 
by  a  different  means ;  but  we  have  to  consider 
the  real  effect  of  his  proposals.  Well,  the  dif- 
ference of  the  property-tax  increase  is  of  this 
nature:  he  proposes  to  throw  on  the  whole 
27,800  property-tax-payers  the  extra  taxation, 
when  we  proposed  to  throw  it  on  5,300  people. 
That  is  to  say,  we  proposed  to  exempt  22,500 
people  from  paying  increa>sed  property-tas,  and 
to  confine  it  to  5,300,  while  he  proposes  to  throw 
it  on  the  whole  number.  And  lastly,  instead  of 
increasing  the  Customs,  and  making  an  equili- 
brium between  revenue  and  expenditure,  he 
proposes  to  borrow  for  whatever  is  deficient. 
Now,  Sir,  I  am  coming  to  technical  points  in 
the  Statement,  involving  a  large  number  of 
figures.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  desirable 
to  make  very  copious  notes,  so  that  there  shall 
be  no  doubt  afterwards  as  to  what  I  said,  and 
none  of  that  wrangling  which  occurs  so  often 
of,  "You  said  this,  and  you  did  not  say  that." 
It  will  be  my  business  to  show  to  the  House 
what  a  hollow  sham  most  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  retrenchments  are,  and  how  he 
attempts  to  mislead  honourable  members,  both 
as  to  the  finance  of  the  late  Government  and 
as  to  his  own.  We — the  late  Government— had 
initiated  a  system  of  genuine  retrenchment, 
juid  were  prepared  to  propose  still  further  large 
Sir  7,  Vogel 


reductions  of  services ;  and  we  should  have  had 
the  courage  to  announce  them,  and  not  dared 
to  ask  the  House  to  allow  us  to  keep  them 
concealed.  The  Colonial  Treasurer's  manipu- 
lation of  the  expenditure  this  year  is  unique 
and  grotesque.  In  order  to  understand  it* 
honourable  members  must  bear  in  mind  that  it 
is  governed  by  two  distinct,  and  to  a  laige 
extent  conflicting,  desires.  First,  he  wants  to 
show  that  he  will  reduce  the  expenditure  and 
be  economical  in  comparison  with  us.  Next, 
he  wishes  to  make  the  deficiency  as  large  and 
all-embracing  as  possible,  because,  whatever  it 
amounts  to,  he  will  borrow  it  in  full.  He  did 
precisely  the  same  thing  in  1879-80,  when  he 
took  authority  to  borrow  for  the  deficiency, 
whatever  it  was,  and  included  in  it  the  lia- 
bilities which  formed  part  of  the  expenditure  of 
1880-81.  Then  he  boasted  of  making  the 
1880-81  expenditure  come  within  the  revenue, 
whilst  throwing  the  liabilities  of  that  year— 
£16^,000— on  to  1881-82.  Let  me  show  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  deals  with  this  year's 
expenditure.  In  doing  so  I  will  omit  the  Land 
Fund  Account,  for  it  involves  questions  of 
special  policy.  Our  estimates,  exclusive  of  Land 
Fund  expenditure,  were  £4,088,804:  he  adds 
to  them,  for  services  insufficiently  provided, 
£75,908;  he  then  deducts  from  them  on  our 
behalf  or  his — it  is  difficult  to  say  which — 
£46,817;  then  he  takes  off  reductions  on  his 
own  account  amounting  to  £56,000,  and  brings 
out  the  result  of  £4,062,395,  or  £26,409  less 
than  our  original  estimates.  Such  a  saving 
over  and  above  the  supplementary  estimates  is 
a  common  thing.  Last  year  we  saved  on  omc 
estimates,  including  supplementary,  £129,880. 
There  were  excesses  in  some  items  of  £31,254, 
so  that  there  was  a  net  saving  of  £98,626.  I 
will  'Convince  honourable  members  that  we 
would  have  made  larger  savings  this  year.  As 
I  have  said,  with  the  authority  of  Parliament 
we  proposed  considerable  economies  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  over  and  above  the  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  votes  already 
proposed.  In  order  that  honourable  members 
may  judge  of  the  probabilities  of  the  year,  I 
will  ask  their  attention  to  the  results  of  the 
first  six  months.  I  must,  however,  point  out 
that  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  there 
is  generally  larger  expenditure.  This  is  partly 
caused  by  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
supplementary  expenditure  comes  in  for  pay* 
ment  during  the  second  half,  and  that  there  ia 
a  tendency  to  postpone  payments  the  first  hal£ 
in  order  to  accumulate  the  large  item  for  in- 
terest payable  towards  the  end  of  October.  Bui 
I  shall  place  the  whole  supplementary  expen- 
diture to  the  second  half,  and  I  think  that  the 
margin  of  saving  which  the  whole  year  will  dis- 
close on  this  basis  will  be  recognised  as  much  in 
excess  of  the  amount  of  the  unequal  payments 
between  the  two  half-years.  For  the  six  monthsr 
ending  on  the  30th  September,  1887,  we  saved  in 
expenditure  on  the  annual  appropriations— ex- 
clusive of  the  Land  Fund  and  not  including  the 
permanent  charges— as  compared  with  the  six 
months  ending  on  the  30th  September  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  no  less  a  sum  tuian  £77,799.    We^ 
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tti^ecl  also  for  th(i  first  six  months  of  this  year, 
on  the  same  annual  appropriations — as  repre- 
sented by  the  votes  we  brought  down  for  the 
year's  expenditure — no  less  than  £93,866.  This 
was  not  a  saving  at  the  rate  per  year,  but  the 
actual  saving  on  the  half-year's  expenditure  as 
compared  with  half  the  votes,  so  that  it  was  a 
saving  eLt  the  rate  of  £186,732  per  annum.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  the  first  half  is  generally  the 
less,  and  these  votes  did  not  represent  the 
supplementary  expenditure.  I  will  therefore 
take  another  view ;  but  I  am  still  dealing  with 
the  annual  appropriations  exclusive  of  those  of 
the  Land  Fund,  and  exclusive  of  permanent 
charges. 

Our  expenditure  for  the  half-year  £ 

was  £938,665,  which  represents 
for  the  whole  year        ..  .,      1,877,330 

Then  I  add  what  the  present  Go- 
vernment says  are  services  in- 
sufficiently provided,  which  would 
have  taken  the  shape  of  supple- 
mentary estimates       . .  . .  41,908 

Leaving  the  proposed  expenditure 

of  the  late  Government  . .    £1,919,238 

For  the  same  purposes,  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  present  Grovemment 
(after  deducting  the  amount  of 
d£56,000,  which  they  say  they  pro- 
X>ose  to  save  on  these  appropria- 
tions) amounts  to        . .  . .      2,016,985 

Showing  a  less  expenditure  on  the 

part  of  the  late  Government  of . .        £97,747 
Honourable    members   may   thus    see    that, 
without  the  further  savings  we  proposed,  we 
should  have  come  out  better  on  the  annual 
appropriations  than  the  Government  now  indi- 
cate they  expect  to  do.    The  whole  thing. is  a 
trick,  worked  out  by  using  the  savings  almost 
invariably  made  on  the  votes.      In  fact  the 
Government  ought  to  do,  and  can  do,  much 
better  but   that   the    second    and  coxiflicting 
object  I  have  referred  to  comes  in — ^the  desire 
to  include  as  much  as  possible  in  the  expendi- 
ture, so  as  to  put  it  down  to  the  unlimited 
power  of  borrowing  on  account  of  the  year's 
deficit.    Thus,  they  propose  to  charge  to  this 
^ear,  compensation  to  officers  dispensed  with — 
m  other  words,  to  charge  this  compensation  to 
borrowed  money.    This  is  really  borrowing  for 
next  year.     Officers  will  be  glad  enough  to 
take  compensation  and  come  back  into  the 
service  at  lower  salaries,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman's  experience  from  1879  to  1883  will 
assure    him.      I  will    now    take    a   view    of 
the  whole  expenditure,  including  permanent 
charges — before  I  only  took  the  appropriations 
— but  exclusive  still  of  the  Land  Fund. 
Onr-half  year's  expenditure  under  £ 

these  heads  up  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember was  £1,966,403,  equal  for 
a  year  to         ..  ..  ..      8,932,806 

The  amount  the  Government  say 
we  insufficiently  provided  for  all 
these  services  is  . .  . .  75,909 

Total  proposed  expenditure  of  the    

late    Government,    exclusive    of 

Land  Fund £4,008,715 


The  proposed  expenditure  of  the  £ 

present    Government,    with   all 

economies  given  in,  is  . .             . .  4,062,395 

Which  is  an  excess  over  the  late    

Government's  of          ..            ..  £53,680 

Besides  that,  £75,909  is  added  to  the  last 
half-year,  making,  together  with  the  difference, 
close  on  £130,000  for  the  extra  expenditure  on 
the  second  half-year,  and  exclusive  of  the 
economies  we  had  in  view  with  the  consent  of 
Parliament ;  whilst  the  economies,  or  alleged  or 
promised  economies,  of  the  present  Government 
are  deducted  from  their  anticipated  expendi- 
ture. Before  turning  to  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  retrenchments,  I  may  again  say  the 
honourable  gentleman  puts  an  exaggerated 
character  on  the  deficits  of  this  and  last  year. 
The  deficit  last  year  was  £92,293.  He  wi^es 
to  add  the  deficit  of  the  Land  Fund  to  it,  but 
he  is  going  to  borrow  it,  as  indeed  we  proposed 
to  do.  Then  he  makes  out  a  deficit  for  this 
year  of  £329,888,  although  in  the  same  breath 
he  says  it  is  to  be  less  by  £59,417,  which  he 
proposes  to  save.  Again,  he  says  there  is  to  be 
a  deficit  of  Land  Fund  of  £59,417,  although  he 
declares  he  will  make  it  £15,000  less.  He 
under-estimates  the  property-tax.  The  three- 
sixteenths  increase  will  bring  the  amount  to 
fully  £885,000.  There  was  over  £6,000  collected 
up  to  the  end  of  September  for  arrears.  In 
fact,  the  only  difference  between  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proposals  re  property-tax  and 
ours  is  that  he  makes  22,500  taxpayers  pay 
about  £12,000  which  we  proposed  that  some 
5,800  of  the  richer  taxpayers  should  pay  by 
their  exemptions  being  removed.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  the  honourable  gentleman  was  also 
somewhat  disingenuous  about  the  Customs 
revenue.  He  told  the  House  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency for  the  six  months  as  between  this  year 
and  last  of  £29,446,  and  in  his  estimate  of  the 
year's  revenue  he  not  only  takes  ofi  the  new 
duties  I  proposed,  but  £35,000  in  addition,  so 
that  he  estimates  the  Customs  revenue  at 
£35,000  less  than  last  year.  If  I  am  wrong  in 
any  of  my  statements,  far  from  being  angry  at 
the  honourable  gentleman  interrupting  me  as 
he  does,  I  shall  be  pleased  if  he  will  correct  me. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  wrong  all  through :  but  I  will  deal  with 
him  presently. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — If  I  am  wrong,  of  course  he 
has  given  us  all  wrong  figures.  I  may  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  he  took  the  Treasury 
returns  for  the  two  half-years  he  was  compar- 
ing, and  that  those  returns  comprise  only  the 
money  brought  to  account  in  the  Treasury. 
They  really  embody  little  if  any  more  than 
twenty-five  weeks  of  the  year's  revenue.  In  the 
last  half  of  each  year  the  Treasuiy  bring  to 
account,  by  the  aid  of  the  telegraph,  about 
twenty-seven  weeks  of  revenue.  But  the  Cus- 
toms Department  itself  publishes  the  actual 
returns,  and  the  returns  for  the  half-year  end- 
ing with  September  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
early  in  October.  If  he  had  taken  the  actual 
returns  instead  of  the  twenty-five  weeks  of 
Treasury  returns,  he  would  have  told  you  the 
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falling-ofi  for  the  six  months  this  yeax  as  com- 
pared ipvith  last  was  £25,050,  instead  of  £29,446. 
But  this  is  a  comparatively  trifling  conceal- 
ment :  the  worst  has  to  come.  The  day  on  the 
evening  of  which  he  delivered  his  Statement 
he  could  have  ascertained,  if  he  wished,  that 
the  month  of  October  this  year  showed  an 
increase  over  the  same  month  last  year  of 
nearly  £20,000,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  seven 
months  the  difference  between  the  revenues 
for  the  two  years  was  less  than  £6,000.  More- 
over, as  regards  the  collections  for  the  seven 
months  of  this  year,  they  were  only  short  of 
my  estimate  (that  is  to  say,  without  the  new 
duties  and  without  the  deduction  of  £35,000) 
to  the  extent  of  £2,803.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances the  second  half  of  the  year  ought 
to  be  as  good  as  or  better  than  the  first,  as  it 
includes  the  Christmas  and  new  year*s  sup- 
plies. Besides,  this  is  leap-year,  and  there  is  an 
extra  day  in  the  second  half,  equal  to  £3,500. 
(The  honourable  gentleman  may  say  that  the 
October  duties  were  increased  by  clearances  in 
anticipation  of  his  imposing  new  duties.  I  do 
not  believe  this  was  so  to  any  extent,  and,  if  it 
was,  it  was  a  sad  commentary  on  the  faith  the 
public  had  in  his  assurances  conveyed  in  the 
Governor's  Speech  that  he  would  not  alter  the 
tariff.  Then,  he  may  say— and  this  I  will  not 
dispute  —  that  his  policy  will  cause  so  much 
distress  that  he  estimates  it  will  occasion 
a  loss  of  £35,000  to  the  revenue  during 
the  next  five  months.  Otherwise  it  seems 
to  me  the  first  seven  months  justify  my 
estimate.  The  extra  clearances  made  in  anti- 
cipation of  changes  expected  to  be  proposed  in 
the  May  Financial  Statement  only  amounted 
to  about  £6,000,  and  they  have  been  worked 
off.  I  do  not  believe  more  than  £2,000,  if  so 
much,  has  been  paid  for  clearances  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman's  Statement, 
and,  if  I  am  right,  the  £35,000  loss  he  estimates 
must  either  be  an  anticipation  of  the  loss  to  be 
occasioned  by  his  disastrous  policy,  or  the  re- 
sult of  a  disposition  to  paint  this  year's  finojice 
as  black  as  possible.  At  any  rate,  with  the  par- 
ticulars I  have  given  of  the  actual  state  of 
affairs  at  the  end  of  seven  months,  the  House 
can  judge  if  it  was  treated  ingenuously  and 
fairly.  Another  alteration  in  the  intended 
Statement  was  made  on  Tuesday,  the  day  of 
its  delivery.  And  it  was  quite  possible  to  em- 
body also  the  alteration  necessary  to  explain 
the  results  of  the  seven  months.  Now,  Sir,  I 
am  going  to  enter  on  a  very  technical  matter,  and 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  trespass  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  make 
these  explanations.  I  allude  to  explanations 
of  questions  relating  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  The 
honourable  gentleman  adopts  my  plan  with 
regard  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  although  he  has 
frequently  reviled  it,  and  once  at  least,  if  my 
memory  correctly  serves  me,  stated  that  he 
would  discontinue  the  practice  if  he  came  into 
office.  He  now  salves  his  conscience  by  pre- 
tending to  deal  differently  with  about  £40,000 
out  of  the  amount— about  £250,000 — annually 
brought  to  the  aid  of  consolidated  revenue  on 
account  of  the  growing  accretions  of  the  Sink- 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


ing  Fund.  I  use  the  word  **  pretended  "  ad* 
visedly ,  because  if  honourable  members  will  turn 
to  the  table  showing  the  estimate  of  receipts  and 
eiroenditure  next  year,  they  will  observe  that  the 
full  amount  on  account  of  Sinking  Fund  accre- 
tions, £260,000,  appears  on  the  revenue  side« 
and  £40,000  on  the  expenditure  side  for  re- 
demption of  debentures  issued  for  the  deficit 
on  the  31st  March,  1888.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  he  will  redeem  these  debentures 
out  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  year  to  year, 
and  out  of  the  particular  portion  of  the  accre- 
tions of  the  Sinking  Fima  referred  to.  If  he 
had  said  he  would  do  this  out  of  the  surplus 
revenue  alone,  it  would  obviously  have  come 
to  the  same  thing,  because,  taking  credit  as  he 
does  for  the  whole  of  the  Sinking  Fund  accre- 
tions, any  surplus  of  revenue  would  be  as 
much  on  account  of  this  item  of  revenue 
as  of  any  other.  But  he  has  so  much  cen- 
sured me  for  the  mode  adopted  with  the 
Sinking  Fund  in  1884 — a  mode  which  I  may 
say  has  proved  magnificently  successful,  and 
saved  the  colony  three-quaxters  of  a  million  of 
taxation — that  I  am  concerned  in  proving,  that 
his  alleged  discovery  that  £40,000  out  of  the 
annual  amount  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  should 
not  have  been  included,  is  without  weight  or 
force.  He  now  contends  that,  whilst  the  annual 
contribution  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  ordi- 
naiy  loans,  or  to  the  amount  employed  for  pay- 
ing off  the  debentures  of  the  drawing  loan, 
comes  from  revenue,  the  increases  from  the 
accrued  investments  in  the  hands  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Gonmiissioners  belong  to  a  different 
category.  As  he  thinks  it  worth  while  to  make 
the  distinction,  it  is  worth  my  while  to  show 
there  is  nothing  in  it,  and  thus  cut  away  the 
last  plank  of  his  persistent  objection  to  the 
treatment  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  which  he, 
nevertheless,  is  so  ready  to  take  advantage. 
There  is,  to  my  mind7  no  doubt  that  the  in- 
creases'of  the  investments  the  Commissioners 
continue  to  hold  come  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue.  And,  in  failing  to  see  this  is  the  case, 
the  honourable  gentleman  adds  another  to  the 
many  proofs  he  has  given  that  he  is  imable  to 
analyse  and  understand  the  position  of  the 
sinking  funds,  or  of  the  plan  adopted  by  Parlia- 
ment under  my  proposals  in  1884.  Whatever 
sum  the  Commissioners  hold  invested  for  a  par- 
ticular loan  is  virtually  so  much  off  the  net  debt 
remaining  to  be  paid  on  that  loan,  and,  if  the 
consolidated  revenue  does  not  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  pajrs 
interest  on  a  larger  amount  of  the  loan  than  is 
really  outstanding.  An  example  will  make  the 
case  clear.  Let  us  suppose  we  owe  £10,000, 
and  that  there  is  an  accumulated  Sinking  Fund 
of  £5,000.  The  question  is.  If  we  do  not  desire 
to  reduce  our  debt  further,  is  the  annual  in- 
crease on  the  £5,000  a  legitimate  amount  to 
recoup  the  consolidated  revenue  in  pursuance 
of  the  same  policy  as  would  recoup  it  the  1  per 
cent,  or  2  per  cent,  payable  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  direct?  There  is  no  difference  in  the 
position.  The  debt  of  £10,000,  on  which  we 
pay  interest,  is  really  only  £5,000,  because 
£5,000  has  accumulated  to  pay  off  the  £10,000. 
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In  paying  interest  at  5  per  cent,  on  the  £10,000, 
eqaal  to  £500,  we  are  really  paying  10  per  cent. 
on  the  net  deht.  By  using  the  £250  which  is 
the  5  per  cent,  accumulation  from  the  £5,000 
in  the  nands  of  the  Commissioners,  we  are  re- 
ducing our  payment  on  the  net  amount  out- 
standing to  £250,  equal  to  5  per  cent.  The 
honourable  gentleman  indulges  in  another  fal- 
lacy. He  says  the  amount  derivable  from  the 
increase  of  the  accumulated  investments  will 
be  larger  each  year.  This  is  also  a  mistake. 
He  forgets  that  the  debentures  created  each 
year  to  represent  the  increase  from  the  invest- 
ment will  bear  interest  to  an  amount  corre- 
sponding to  the  annual  increase  in  the  invest- 
ments. He  may  create  more  debentures 
annually,  but  the  suiplus  over  the  amount 
first  started  with  will  be  required  to  pay  in- 
terest on  the  debentures  created  to  represent 
the  past  increases.  Asain  he  fails  to  analyse 
the  matter.  If  he  took  the  £40,000  from  the 
Commissioners  there  would  be  no  annual  in- 
crease in  their  hands  on  account  of  the  £40,000. 
But  the  amount  remains  in  the  fund  in  the 
bands  of  the  Commissioners,  and  therefore  the 
total  accumulation  increases ;  and  this  is  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  relies  on,  but  he 
forgets  that,  in  order  to  get  the  £40,000  which 
he  does  not.  take  from  the  Commissioners,  he 
has  to  create  debentures,  and  that  the  extra 
accumulation  each  year  is  absorbed  in  paying 
the  interest  on  these  debentures.  I  will  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  an  easy  example  to 
understand,  by  which  he  will  see  how  mis- 
taken he  is.  Let  us  suppose  that  there  was 
an  accxmiulated  sinking  fund  of  £100,000  at 
the  end  of  March,  1884,  and  that  it  increased 
next  year  at  5  per  cent,  to  £105,000.  The 
Treasury  created  bonds  to  the  amount  of  £5,000 
at  5  per  cent.,  and  absorbed  the  proceeds.  Next 
year  the  £105,000,  at  the  same  rate  of  interest, 
would  increase  by  £5,250,  and  the  accumulated 
fund  would  now  be  £110,250.  The  Treasury 
would  create  for  this  year  debentures  for  £5,250, 
instead  of  for  £5,000  as  for  the  previous  year ; 
but  £250  of  the  amount  would  be  required  to  pay 
interest  on  the  £5,000  of  debentures  created  in 
that  previous  year,  so  that  the  net  result  would 
be  £5,000  only. .  For  tlie  rest,  the  position  would 
be  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
would  hold  an  accumulated  amount  of  £110,250, 
and  the  Treasury  would  owe  £10,250  on  the 
bonds  created :  in  other  words,  the  net  accumu- 
lation would  be  £100,000,  which  was  the  amount 
at  which  it  was  decided  to  stop  the  increased 
accumulation  in  order  to  save  the  yearly  bur- 
den to  the  Consolidated  Fund.  I  hope  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  bo  better  able 
to  understand  this  matter  in  the  future,  for  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  endea- 
vour to  comprehend  it.  1  have  no  doubt  he 
will  understand  it  better  when  he  reads  this. 
I  claim  to  have  the  right,  troublesome  as  these 
particulars  have  been,  to  make  clear  the  policy 
I  introduced.  I  think  honourable  members 
will  be  too  generous  to  grudge  me  the  time  I 
have  occupied  in  doing  so  when  they  recollect 
the  abuse,  not  to  say  persecution,  to  which  1 
have  been  subjected  because  of  my  saving  the 


colony  three-quarters  of  a  tiiillion  of  taxation 
the  last  three  years.  Now  the  honourable 
gentleman  continues  the  same  thing,  with  a 
pretended  distinction,  which  is  no  difference. 
Again,  I  have  been  constantly  told  that  I  am 
extravagant,  and  have  no  policy  but  borrowing* 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  is  onlv  able  to 
anticipate  a  saving  of  £6,000  in  all  of  my 
departments,  and  that  saving  has  already 
been  made  by  me,  and,  beyond  increasing  the 
property- tax,  he  proposes  to  moke  up  the  whole 
deficit  by  borrowing — a  proposal  I  should  not 
have  dared  to  moke.  I  claim  the  sympathy  of 
the  House.  I  shall  not  deal  further  with  tlie 
retrenchments  of  the  present  year,  because  in 
dealing  with  tlie  retrenchments  proposed  for 
next  year  I  shall  cover  anything  that  is  real  in 
them.  I  will  therefore  go  through  them  as  indi- 
cated in  the  Budget  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  next  year.  Of  what  I  may  term  the 
miscellaneous  promises  of  retrenchment  which 
are  scattered  through  the  Budget,  the  first  I 
will  refer  to  is  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
payment  made  to  the  Governor  under  the  Act 
of  1873  from  £7,500  to  £5,000.  Now,  as  regards 
the  objection  that  we  are  running  the  risk,  by 
reducing  the  payment  made  to  the  Governor,  of 
not  having  what  is  called  a  first-class  Governor, 
I  do  not  myself  set  much  store  by  that,  and  I 
will  explain  why  to  honourable  members.  If  a 
first-class  Governor  meant,  as  it  used  to  mean^ 
a  gentleman  who  had  slowly  and  gradually 
worked  himself  up  from  being  an  officer  in 
some  of  the  smaller  colonies,  perhaps  Colonial 
Secretary,  from  Governorship  to  Governorship, 
until  he  was  given  one  of  the  larger  constitu- 
tional  colonies,  then  I  should  say  that  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  us  to  make  such  allow- 
ances and  payments  as  would  suffice  to  secure 
for  us  the  most  experienced  officers  of  the 
department.  Honourable  gentlemen  know,  and 
no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  knows,  that  the  Governor, 
acting  entirely  on  constitutional  principles, 
may  yet  be  of  very  large  assistance  to  his 
Advisers- -to  the  constitutional  Govemmept. 
His  experience,  his  knowledge,  his  advice,  if 
available  to  them,  may  be  of  great  service. 
For  myself,  referring  to  what  I  have  known 
of  Governments  with  which  I  have  been  con- 
nected, I  con  admit  they  have  derived  great 
benefit  from  such  assistance.  We  need  ^o 
no  further  than  the  instance  of  Lord  Dufienn 
in  Canada  to  know  that,  whilst  acting  as  a 
strictly  constitutional  Governor,  a  Governor 
may  be  of  immense  assistance  to  the  colony 
over  which  he  presides.  But,  Sir,  the  prac- 
tice has  grown  up  of  late  years  of  not  making 
these  first-class  Governorships  the  result  of 
years  of  experience  in  governing  colonies;  but 
frequently  from  some  other  department  or 
some  other  service,  and  sometimes  without 
having  had  any  public  experience  at  all,  gentle- 
men are  now  given  these  appointments :  and, 
that  being  the  case,  I  do  not  attach  very 
much  importance  to  the  appointmeat  of  a  first- 
class  Governor.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  look  at  this 
question  purely  from  its  saving  point  of  view, 
and  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  he  is 
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deceiving  himself  and  the  House  if  he  supposes 
the  proposals  he  is  now  makiug  will  entail  any 
saving.  In  1878,  the  Government  with  which 
I  was  connected  finding  that  the  expenditure 
in  the  Governor's  estahlishment,  including 
expenses  and  a  vast  amount  of  miscellaneous 
^tems,  was  constantly  increasing,  and  constantly 
•the  subject  of  most  disagreeable  discussion — 
for  obviously  it  is  no  pleasant  thing  that  the 
Grown  Advisers  should  have  to  dispute  with  the 
Crown  representative  as  to  personal  expenses 
—  finding  these  subjects  were  becoming  so 
troublesome,  it  was  decided,  both  as  a  matter 
of  convenience  and  as  a  matter  of  economy,  to 
let  Parliament  settle  the  payments  to  be  made. 
The  payments  were  set  down  as  £5,000  for 
salary,  which  was  an  increase  of  £500  on  the 
amount  allowed  under  the  Constitution  Act,  and 
£2,500  under  the  following  division :  £1,000  for 
travelling  expenses;  £1,600  for  Governor's  esta- 
blishment, out  of  which  he  was  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Executive,  not  lees  than 
£350  a  year.  And,  Sir,  I  am  quite  sure  of  this, 
looking  at  what  has  taken  place  during  all  these 
intervening  years,  and  to  the  almost  impossi- 
bility of  Governments  contending  with  the 
Governor  on  points  of  this  kind :  that  we  have 
saved  thouscuids  and  thousands  of  pounds  by 
ihe  proposals  which  were  then  embodied  in 
an  Act.  I  will  show  this  to  honourable  mem- 
bers. I  have  taken  roughly  some  of  the  items 
of  the  yearly  expenditure  account.  What  did 
it  come  to  at  the  time  we  made  these  changes  ? 
1  find.  Sir,  in  1870-71,  the  following  items  of 
expenditure :  Travelling  expenses  His  Excel- 
lency and  his  suite,  £781 ;  cost  of  Government 
House,  Auckland,  £181 ;  Governor's  establish- 
ment, £1,168;  forage,  £300;  contingencies, 
£111 :  making  a  total  of  £2,491.  The  follow- 
ing  year — the  year  preceding  the  year  when  we 
made  the  changes— these  items  had  gone  up  as 
follow:  Travelling  expenses,  £919;  Governor's 
establishment,  £1,189 ;  forage,  £300 ;  contin- 
gencies, £209 :  making  in  all  £2,617  for  the 
year  1871-72.  And  that  does  not  include  a 
great  number  of  other  items,  some  of  which  it 
IB  difficult  to  pick  out  of  the  yearly  accounts, 
and  others  are  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man calls  non  -  recurrent  expenditure.  In 
one  year,  for  instance,  there  was  an  interesting 
f|bmily  event  in  the  history  of  a  Governor 
which  necessitated  the  employment  of  a  cradle 
and  an  expenditure  of  £85.  The  Treasurer 
would,  I  suppose,  call  that  non  -  recurrent 
expenditure.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
carries  out  his  proposal  it  will  infallibly  be 
the  case  that  a  new  Governor,  on  coming 
here,  will  stay  in  Wellington.  When  honour- 
able members  come  from  the  south,  from 
the  east,  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north 
they  will  have  the  pleasure  of  making  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  Gk)vemor  and  the  Governor's 
wife;  and  they  will  express  their  desire,  and 
say  how  delighted  they  will  be  in  Otago,  South- 
land, Canterbury,  Auckland,  TaranaJci,  Marl- 
borough, and  so  on,  to  see  the  Governor  and  his 
family  pay  them  a  visit.  The  answer  will  be, 
**  If  you  want  us  to  come  down  and  visit  the 
Spunds,  or  to  go  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  or 
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anywhere  else,  there  must  be  a  sum  pat  on 
the  estimates  for  the  purpose ; "  and  I  tell 
the  House  that  it  infallibly  will  be  the  case 
that  an  amount  will  be  put  on.  What  has 
happened  once  will  happen  twice.  It  it 
sure  to  happen  again;  I  think  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  that.  Then  there  is  this  great 
evil  I  will  refer  to,  which  is  a  worse  evil  than 
the  money,  and  that  is  the  constant  year-after- 
year  discussion  about  the  Governor's  expeoidi- 
ture  in  the  House.  It  is  not  desirable — ^it  is 
not  constitutional — to  mention  the  name  of  the 
Governor  in  the  House  in  regard  to  eyents 
which  Gure  passing  around  us;  yet  it  would 
inevitably  be  the  case  that  gentlemen  whose 
districts  had  not  benefited  by  the  visits  of  the 
Governor  would  ask  what  is  the  meaning  of 
this  expenditure  and  of  that  expenditure,  and 
there  would  be  just  the  same  annual  discussion 
that  there  was  in  former  years.  Therefore  I 
would  strongly  advise  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  alter  the  plan  he  has  proposed  in 
this  direction  :  He  might  reduce  the  salary  to 
what  it  was  before — ^£1,500;  he  might  make 
the  travelling  expenses  £500  or  £750,  according 
as  he  might  think  desirable.  The  Clerk  to  the 
Executive  Council  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  service,  and  when  a  vacancy  occurs  it 
would  be  quite  possible  for  the  Secretary  to  the 
Cabinet  to  perform  the  duties.  For  the  Aide- 
de-camp  and  Private  Secretary  much  less  than 
£1,500  would  be  necessary;  so  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  make  a  considerable 
saving  without  making  it  an  understanding 
that  the  other  expenditure  will  be  defrayed  from 
the  salary.  As  surely  as  I  am  sitting  here,  if 
honourable  members  carry  out  this,  two  years 
will  not  elapse  before  amounts  will  be  put  on 
the  estimates.  That  will  be  done  in  one  year 
after  the  next  Governor  comes.  I  need  scarcely 
say  my  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the  present 
Governor,  as  the  saving  will  not  be  made  till  he 
leaves ;  but,  as  soon  as  a  new  Governor  comes, 
a  desire  that  he  should  visit  all  parts  of  the 
colony  will  become  apparent,  and  estimates  will 
be  laid  before  the  House  for  expenditure  as  in 
former  years.  Now,  Sir,  as  regards  the  Minis- 
terial reductions  I  candidly  say  I  consider  they 
are  excessive.  If  Ministers  are  to  have  the 
salaries  proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
they  will  not  rank,  as  they  should  rank,  on  a 
par  with  the  high  officers  of  State.  However, 
all  I  could  say  on  this  subject  has  been  sedd 
much  better  and  more  eloquently  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  himself ;  and 
I  will  read  a  short  extract  to  be  found  in  VoL 
XXVII.  of  Ilaiisardt  attributed  to  the  honom- 
able  gentleman.  Major  Atkinson.  This  is  what 
he  says : — 

**  He  thinks  he  is  going  to  do  a  great  work  " 
— I  think  the  **  he  "  alluded  to  was  Sir  George 
Grey — *' he  is  going  to  do  a  great  work  by 
reducing  Ministers'  salaries.  Well,  I  confess 
I  have  an  utter  contempt  for  such  a  propo^. 
It  means  this:  that  the  Government  of  the 
colony  is  to  be  given  over  to  adventurers  or  to 
men  of  considerable  property.  I  say  that  you 
cannot  obtain  for  the  proposed  salary. the  class 
of  man  that  this  House  has  a  right  to  demand, 
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imless  he  is  a  rich  man.  I  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
been  Ministers,  whether  any  of  them  did  not 
go  back  a  considerably-poorer  man  i^an  when 
he  took  office.  I  appeal  to  any  Minister  who 
has  been  in  office,  and  I  say  that  that  is  an 
absolute  fact.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
doabts  it,  let  him  have  a  Committee,  and  ex- 
amine past  Ministers.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
come  up  to  be  examined.'' 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  read  this  by  way  of  censure 
upon  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  resbd 
it  becanse  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman, 
with  a  generous  desire  to  lead  the  way  of 
retrenchment,  which  desire  I  am  quite  willing 
to  allow,  has  overlooked  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posal. I  quite  admit  that,  looking  at  the  very 
great  reduction  in  the  cost  of  living  since  the 
salaries  of  Ministers  were  increased,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  go  back  again  to  the  old 
salaries  of  £1,250  and  £1,000— that  is  to  say, 
unless  a  very  considerable  change  is  made, 
which  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  evening, 
but  which  I  may  just  barely  indicate.  In 
my  opinion,  the  number  of  Ministers  re- 
quired is  partly  on  accoimt  of  the  portfolio 
duties,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  but  it  is 
partly  and  largely  because  of  the  absolute 
necessity  there  is  that  Ministers  should  be 
acquainted  with  what  is  going  on  in  all  parts 
ol  the  colony;  and  the  most  grateful  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House — 
grateful  for  the  extreme  kindness  with  which 
the  papers  are  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends — would 
not  tell  us  that  they  should  solely  rely  upon 
newspaper  reports  for  their  knowledge  of  the 
country.  If  I  am  right  in  my  idea  of  what 
is  required  from  a  Ministry,  there  should  be 
something  in  the  direction  of  localisation  and 
non-centralisation,  and  if,  say,  four  Ministers 
holding  portfolios  resided  in  Wellington  and 
the  rest  resided  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  were  able  to  attend  to  local  duties, 
those  gentlemen  would  be  able  to  take  a  very 
much  smaller  salary.  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  the  Premier  has 
whispered  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington East  that  this  is  an  attack,  a  dreadful 
attack,  upon  Wellington,  and  that  they  would 
lose  the  present  expenditure  of  three  Ministers 
in  this  city.  Well,  I  iiave  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  heartily  con- 
curs in  that  idea.  But  Wellington  is  a  large 
and  successful  city ;  it  is  by  no  means  depen- 
dent upon  the  expenditure  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment £>r  its  success ;  and  X  am  confident  that 
the  people  of  Wellington  themselves  would  not 
grudge  to  the  colony  the  advantages  which 
would  arise  from  this  less  centralising  form  of 
government,  if  it  were  found  that  such  a  plan 
would  answer.  And,  if  gentlemen  could  reside 
in  their  own  districts,  and  had  not  constantly 
to  attend  Cabinet  meetings,  a  very  much 
smaller  salary  would  suffice  to  remunerate 
them.  That,  however,  I  leave  to  future  dis- 
cussion. Now,  as  regards  the  proposal  to  sell 
the  residences,  I  do  not  quite  Imow  how  many 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  sell; 


but  my  ovm  experience  leads  me  to  think  that 
it  would  be  better  to  sell  them  all,  and  if  I 
should  return  to  office  I  should  propose  such 
a  course.  Of  course.  Sir,  there  is  this  to  be 
said  :  These  houses  are  wooden  houses,  and  the 
expense  of  maintaining  them  is  exceedingly 
large,  and  Ministers  who  live  in  the  houses  are 
really  not  their  proprietors,  not  their  masters. 
Ever3rthing  is  done  by  the  Public  Works 
Department,  and  of  course  a  great  deal  of 
money  is  spent  of  which  the  occupant  himself 
is  not  aware.  When  the  system  of  Ministerial 
residences  was  first  introduced  it  was  under 
the  promise  that  it  would  cease  in  three  or 
four  years'  time.  It  was  introduced  under  the 
idea  that  by  that  time  residences  would  be 
found  in  the  ordinary  way  by  paying  for  them. 
Speaking  from  actual  knowledge,  I  should  say 
thct  £200  is  not  sufficient  for  Ministerial  house 
allowance :  £250  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  amount 
which  should  be  put  down.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  any  reasonable  amount  for  house -rent 
would  result  in  saving  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  amount  of  expense  that  would  have  to  be 
incurred  in  the  maintenance  of  Ministerial  resi- 
dences. Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  hono- 
rarium. If  I  understand  rightly — and  if  I  am 
wrong  the  honourable  gentleman  will  perhaps 
contradict  me — he  proposes  to  take'  ofi  half  the 
amount  from  the  members  of  the  Upper  House 
and  25  per  cent,  from  the  members  of  this 
House.  So  as  to  make  the  difference  not  ap- 
parent, he  says  he  will  take  off  £100  from 
the  members  of  each  House,  and  the  members 
of  this  House  are  to  have  £50  "  allowance ; " 
or  shall  we  call  it  *'  forage  "  ?  That  used  to 
be  a  favourite  way  of  paying  public  officers — 
so  much  for  salary  and  so  much  for  forage, 
although  perhaps  they  did  not  see  a  horse 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other.  How- 
ever, there  is  to  be  £50  "  allowance ; "  and  this 
is  supposed  to  be  done  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Upper  House.  Now,  Sir,  I  can  spei^ 
very  plainly  on  this  subject.  I  am  not  able  to 
judge  clearly  what  promises  honourable  mem- 
bers have  made,  but  I  believe,  from  some  of  the 
speeches  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  during 
the  election  addresses,  that  a  majority  of  mem- 
bers have  expressed  themselves  as  favourable  to 
a  reduction  in  the  honorarium.  And,  that  being 
the  case,  they  may  think  it  right  to  vindicate 
their  promise  and  agree  to  a  reduction.  But, 
Sir,  I  think  it  should  not  extend  beyond  the 
three  years  of  this  Parliament,  because  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  one  thing :  that,  looking 
at  the  various  movements  all  tending  in  the 
same  direction — a  desire  to  increase  the  size 
of  the  districts,  the  desire  to  lower  the 
rate  of  honorarium,  the  desire  to  give  to 
the  other  House  a  superior  position  to  what 
this  House  occupies — I  see  a  conspiracy,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  against  the  democracy 
of  this  country;  and  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  boldly  to  state  this :  that  I  discard  alto- 
gether all  the  humbug  that  is  talked  about 
honorarium,  and  that  I  will  henceforth  advocate 
the  payment  of  members  —  the  plan  that  is 
adopted,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  in  all 
countries  of  the  world  where  the  power  of  the 
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people  is  recognised.  Let  ns,  for  these  three 
years,  redeem  the  promises  which  honourable 
members  have  made  to  reduce  their  honora- 
rium ;  but  I  hope,  whenever  an  appeal  is  made 
to  the  country  afresh,  the  conviction  will  have 
grown  up  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  it 
should,  that  no  amount  of  saving  should  in- 
duce them  to  place  the  representation  of  the 
people  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  rich  persons. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  to  state  that,  during 
all  the  time  we  have  adopted  this  sham  of 
honorarium,  the  amount  has  been  too  large  for 
actual  expenses  out  of  pocket  during  the  session. 
There  is  no  question  of  that.  The  expenses  in 
Wellington  do  not  come  up  to  the  amount  of 
the  honorarium ;  but  the  amount  is  certainly 
not  enough  if  it  is  regarded  as  payment  of 
members.  To  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
pride  themselves  on  having  what  are  called 
Liberal  opinions  I  would  point  out  that  payment 
of  members  is  one  of  those  principles  which, 
recognisedly  all  over  the  world,  afford  the 
largest  protection  to  the  democracy  of  a  coun- 
try. It  should  therefore  be  understood  that 
the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  honorarium  should 
be  for  the  three  years,  or  for  the  duration  of 
the  present  Parliament;  and  then  let  it  be 
seen,  when  we  have  another  appeal  to  the 
countrv,  whether  the  people  wish  or  do  not 
wish  that  we  should  generally  adopt  the  prin- 
ciple of  payment  of  members.  Kow  I  come  to 
the  question  of  reduction  of  members.  I  voted 
against  that  last  year,  because  I  did  not  con- 
sider that  a  step  of  so  large,  so  gigantic  a 
nature  should  be  taken  without  the  wish  of  the 
people  being  first  expressed.  The  extension  of 
constituencies  means  a  most  important  change 
in  the  representation  of  the  country  :  it  means 
depriving  the  out-districts  of  the  large  powers 
they  at  present  possess.  This,  in  short,  means  a 
very  considerable  transfer  of  power  from  one 
dLass  of  the  population  to  another.  But  still  I 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  the  matter  has 
•  been  before  the  constituencies,  and  *  members 
who  are  here  from  all  sides  represent  the  views 
under  which  they  have  obtained  their  seats, 
and  there  seems  to  be  in  the  country  a  desire 
that  the  number  of  members  should  be  reduced 
and  the  electoral  districts  enlarged.  I  myself 
think  the  people  do  not  recognise  what  a  dif- 
ference it  will  make,  what  a  large  transfer  of 
power  it  entails,  especially  to  town  constitu- 
encies :  but  still  the  opinion  of  the  people  has 
been  taken,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  oppose  the 
Bill  which  the  honourable  gentleman  proposes 
to  introduce  for  reducing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers between  20  and  25  per  cent.  But,  Sir,  I 
shall  oppose  any  rigmarole  of  electoral  tactics 
about  the  Hare  system,  or  whatever  it  may  be. 
I  shall  strenuously  uphold,  to  the  best  of  my 
endeavours,  that  those  who  obtain  a  majority 
of  votes  shall  be  the  persons  returned  os  repre- 
sentatives. There  is  another  specific  point 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred, 
and  that  is  the  amount  of  travelling  allowances. 
I  have  had  my  attention  directed  to  the  point : 
in  fact,  the  late  Government  made  consider- 
able reductions  in  them.  Honourable  members 
perhaps  do  not  consider  5  or  10  per  cent,  a  large 
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reduction.  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  tlw 
honourable  gentleman  in  believing  that  the  ex- 
pense of  going  through  the  country  is  so  much 
reduced  that  a  large  amount  of  saving  may  be 
made  in  that  direction.  As  I  have  said,  and  aa 
honourable  members  have  no  doubt  observed 
throughout  my  remarks,  I  am  thoroughly  im- 
partial in  all  I  am  saying.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  point  out  the  good  features  in  the  Budget,  and 
to  criticize  as  lightly  as  possible  those  points  in 
the  Statement  to  which  objection  can  be  made. 
Now  comes  the  proposal  to  repeal  the  CrowB 
and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act.  It  is  scaroelj 
necessary  to  say  that  no  representative  oat  ai 
Canterbury  will  refuse  to  support  this;  no 
representative  of  Otago  will  refuse ;  no  repre- 
sentative of  Southland  will  refuse.  Honour- 
able members  who  are  acquainted  with  my 
political  history  know  that  I  am  less  of  a  local 
representative  than  most  members ;  I  h&ve 
always  endeavoured  to  avoid  having  to  do  with 
essentially  local  questions.  I  have  tried  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability  to  forward  the  idea 
of  a  united  New  Zealand,  and  to  destroy  the  ma« 
chinations  which,  unfortunately,  have  made 
so  much  difference  and  distinction  of  opin- 
ion and  interest  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  colony.  StUl,  one  owes  a  considerable 
amount  of  attention  to  the  particular  part 
of  the  country  he  represents.  And  it  cannot 
be  at  all  agreeable  to  honourable  members  to 
find  that  they  are  participating  in  an  Act  the 
effect  of  which  is  really  this :  to  pretend  to 
give  them  a  small  amount  of  money,  but,  in 
making  a  larger  distribution  to  other  parts  of 
the  country,  to  take  from  them  a  much  larger 
sum  than  is  given  to  them.  Now,  this  is  the 
distribution  of  the  amount  of  the  Grown  and 
Native  land  rating  payment  for  1885-86 — ^I 
do  not  think  the  amounts  for  1886-S7  are  pub- 
lished yet — at  all  events  I  have  not  seen  them : 
Auckland,  £6,800;  Hawke's  Bay,  £2,640 ;  Tara- 
naki,  £2,991;  Wellington,  £5,536;  Nelson, 
£7,782;  Marlborough,  £715;  Westland,  £7,018. 
Sir,  I  must  mention  the  next— Canterbury, 
£1,820 ;  Otago,  £2,400 ;  Southland,  £2,800.  So 
that  you  will  see  Wellington  gets  more  than 
all  Otago  and  Southland  put  together,  and 
nearly  as  much  as  Otago,  Southland,  and 
Canterbury.  It  is  not  likely,  therefore, 
that  the  members  from  the  southern  parts  of 
the  colony  will  oppose  this  proposal  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  That  means  an  eco- 
nomy of  £42,000.  The  honourable  gentleman 
also  proposes  to  reduce  the  subsidies  by  £46,000, 
and  also  means  to  take  off  the  charge  of 
main  roads,  miscellaneous  roads,  and  the 
maintenance  of  roaxls,  about  £87,000.  In 
other  words,  he  will  reduce  the  expenditure, 
partly  from  the  consolidated  revenue  and 
partly  from  the  Public  Works  Fund,  by  £175,000. 
Now,  Sir,  shall  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
what  the  nature  of  this  saving  is  which  he 
proposes?  We  proposed,  last  session,  to  re- 
duce the  subsidies.  The  honourable  gentie- 
man  estimated  the  reduction  at  £75,000,  and 
he  now  adopts  the  same  reduction,  in  addition 
to  the  £175,000  to  which  I  have  just  referred ; 
so  that  altogether  he  will  take  ofi  £250,000. 
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Iffow,  what  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
say  last  session  abont  our  proposals  as  to 
the  £75,000?  He  said,  speaking  of  the  late 
Grovemment,  **They  propose  to  increase  the 
taxation  by  £75,000  on  account  of  property- 
tax,  and  £175,000  by  Customs;  then  they  go 
on  to  propose  to  put  a  burden  on  the  localities 
of  £75,000:  so  that  the  whole  charges  the 
honourable  gentlemen  are  proposing  to  put  on 
total  the  amount  of  £825,000."  And  then  he 
said  in  another  part  of  his  speech,  **  It  means 
having  no  less  than  £825,000  additional  bur- 
dens put  on  the  people— £250,000  for  the  Trea- 
sury and  £75,000  thrown  upon  the  local  bodies." 
So  that,  Sir,  this  remission  of  expenditure  which 
is  giyen  into  the  hands  of  local  bodies  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  characterises  as 
additional  burdens  thrown  upon  the  people. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Bead  the  Statement. 

Sir  J.  VOGEIi.— Yes.  I  will.  The  honour- 
able member  speaks  very  gingerly  now,  and  in 
great  contrast  with  the  decided  and  masculine 
language  which  I  have  just  quoted.  This  is 
what  he  says  now : — 

**  I  do  not,  however,  wish  the  Committee  to 
understand  me  as  representing  that  Govern- 
ment, ceasing  to  pay  rates  on  Crown  lands 
and  the  subsidies,  are  effecting  a  saving  to 
that  amount  in  the  public  expenditure,  using 
that  term  in  a  popular  sense.  We  are  indeed 
relieving  the  consolidated  revenue  to  the  full 
amount,  as  is  our  first  duty,  but  we  are  throw- 
ing upon  localities  whatever  amount  out  of 
these  sums  is  absolutely  required  for  carrying 
on  necessary  services ;  and  so  far  as  the  change 
induces  local  economy  there  is  an  absolute 
saving  in  all  senses ;  and  it  is  clear  that  if  we 
are  to  restore  our  finances  to  a  satisfactoiy  con- 
dition, and  if  we  are  to  recover  our  credit  in  Lon- 
don, it  can  be  only  done  by  making  a  firm  stand 
against  all  expenditure  which  can  be  possibly 
avoided." 

Now,  Sir,  I  observe  there  is  a  faint  idea  that 
it  cannot  be  called  altogether  a  saving  of  this 
amount;  but 

Major  ATKINSON.— Read  on. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— It  continues,— 

*'  It  may  no  doubt  be  said  that  not  only  these 
grants  about  which  we  are  now  speaking,  but 
also  much  larger  sums  of  money,  could  be  pro- 
fitably 6x>ent  by  the  local  bodies,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  dispute  that  assertion.  The  answer 
seems  to  me  to  be  that  we  have  not  got  the 
money  to  spend,  that  we  have  been  spending 
far  too  freely,  and  that  we  must  now  stay  our 
hand  for  some  time,  even  from  useful  local 
works,  or  raise  funds  for  them  locallv." 

Well,  there  the  honourable  gentleman  says 
he  admits  that  it  is  not  altogether  a  saving,  and 
I  think  honourable  members  will  see  it  is  veiy 
feminine  language  as  compared  with  the  terse 
masculine  declarations  that  it  was  not  only  not 
a  saving,  but  the  imposition  of  taxation  upon 
the  people  of  the  colony ;  and  it  bears  addi- 
tional force  from  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  never  tired  of  urging  upon  the 
Government  that,  whatever  might  be  done  in 
regard  to  the  railways,  which  he  thought  were 
almost  sufficiently  completed,  there  was  still 


the  great  and  full  need  of  continuing  to 
carry  on  the  roads  of  the  country.  He  was 
never  tired  of  telling  us  that.  If  the  £75,000 
of  subsidies  we  proposed  to  save  was  equivalent 
to  additional  taxation,  the  same  remark  applies 
to  the  whole  quarter  of  a  million  additional 
with  which  he  proposes  to  burden  the  local 
bodies  by  withdrawal  of  subsidies  and  by  ad- 
ditional work  thrown  on  them.  Therefore  I 
contend  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  Bud- 
get is  essentially  a  proposal  to  throw  on  to 
local  bodies  a  sum  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
taxation  which  at  present  they  are  not  bearing. 
But,  besides  this,  I  may  refer  to  the  fact  that 
he  proposes  to  reiduce  the  amounts  received  by 
local  bodies  in  the  shape  of  loans  from  the  Go* 
vemment  from  £200,000  to  £100,000.  There  is 
another  £100,000  of  the  facilities  which  local 
bodies  enjoy  now  which  are  to  be  taken  from 
them.  And  what  does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man do?  He  throws  out  a  hint  that  this 
£250,000  is  to  be  obtained  by  a  fractional  pro- 
portion of  the  property-tax.  Why,  Sir,  one  has 
only  to  read  that  hint  to  understand  not  only 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  last  May, 
but  what  he  really  thinks  now ;  and  that  he 
means  absolutely,  besides  throwing  this  amount 
on  the  local  bodies — he  means  absolutely  to 
give  them  the  means  of  meeting  it  by  a  fur- 
ther power  of  taxation— by  authority  to  raise 
additional  property-tax,  or  by  adopting  the  old 
Provincial  and  General  Government  system  of 
declaring  a  certain  portion  of  the  property-tax 
raised  to  belong  to  the  local  bodies.  But,  Siii 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  every  penny 
that  he  now  proposes  to  raise,  and  therefore 
no  one  can  read  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposals  without  feeling  this:  that,  if  they 
are  carried  out,  an  additional  halfpenny  of  pro- 
perty-tax is  not  dimly  foreshadowed,  but  very 
plainly  brought  before  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  colony  by  means  of  this  Financial  Statement 
— an  additional  halfpenny  in  order  to  enable 
the  local  bodies  to  meet  the  immense  amount  of 
extra  burdens  he  is  casting  upon  them.  Now, 
the  other  savings  are  not  enumerated  except  as 
to  education.  We  are  told  that  £60,000  a  year 
is  to  bo  saved  on  the  educational  vote.  Re- 
ducing the  capitation  by  5s.  means  about  £20,000 
a  year,  and  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  school-  ' 
age  to  six.  But  we  are  told  this  latter  is  not  to 
apply  to  the  country  schools,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  some  means  will  be  adopted  by  which 
country  schools  will  not  suffer.  Opinions 
differ  very  much  as  to  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  raising  the  school-age  to  six  years.  A  very 
large  number  of  children  cannot  be  admitted 
to  the  schools  at  present  owing  to  insufficient 
accommodation.  There  are  very  many  child- 
ren between  the  ages  of  five  and  seven  as 
to  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  judge  exactly 
how  many  months  they  have  been  in  the  world. 
You  cannot  as  regards  human  beings  arrive  at 
age  by  the  same  means  as  you  can  with  horses, 
and  you  could  hardly  insist  that  parents  should 
produce  a  certificate  of  birth  with  each  child  sent 
to  school ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  judge  as  to  how  many  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  seven  now  attending  school 
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dould  be  kept  oat  by  raising  the  school-age. 
The  best  judges  I  have  been  able  to  consult  on 
the  question  assure  me  that  it  would  be  rather 
extravagant  to  expect  from  such  a  redaction 
more  than  £80,000  a  year.  But  then  we  are 
told  that  the  country  schools  &re  not  to  suffer. 
Now,  as  regards  these  country  schools,  they 
are  the  smaller  schools  generally  in  the  colony, 
and  honourable  members  may  not  be  aware  of 
this  fact :  that  considerably  more  than  half  of 
the  whole  of  the  schools  m  the  colony  have 
only  one  teacher.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  you 
cannot  cut  up  this  one  teacher,  it  is  evident; 
that,  whether  you  take  away  the  children  under 
six  or  not  from  these  single  teachers,  it  will  not 
affect  the  expenditure  on  these  schools,  but,  by 
reducing  the  number  of  children  entitled  to  the 
capitation  allowance,  the  means  to  meet  the 
expenditure  will  be  reduced.  If  some  provision 
id  to  be  made  by  which  the  country  schools  shall 
not  suffer,  it  is  evident  that  the  £30,000  will 
be  materially  decreased.  But  suppose  you  put 
down  the  full  £30,000  as  saved  in  capitation  on 
this  account,  and  the  other  £20,000 — that  is  only 
£50,000;  and  what  is  the  other  £30,000  to  come 
out  of  ?  Honourable  members  may  say,  "  The 
saving  is  to  be  £60,000 ;  and,  if  you  have  made 
up  £60,000  already,  how  is  there  £30,000  left  ?  " 
Why,  in  this  way :  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  giving  us  his  Budget  for  next  year.  Under  or- 
dinary circumstances  the  education  vote  would 
be  increased  £20,000  next  year  on  account  of 
the  larger  number  of  children  attending ;  and 
taking  off  £60,000  from  the  amount  this  year  is 
rtally  proposing  to  make  a  reduction  of  dBBO,000 
on  next  year's  education  vote.  It  is  true,  and 
unfortunately  so,  I  think,  that  a  great  deal  can 
be  done  by  altering  the  regulations  by  Order  in 
Council  as  to  the  age  of  children  and  the  rules 
concerning  it,  and  therefore  the  change  may  be 
made  in  that  way ;  but  I  ask,  is  the  House 
willing  that  an  enormous  revolution  of  this 
kind  in  the  system  of  education  should  be  made 
on  Ministers*  own  responsibility  without  con- 
sulting the  House  or  receiving  its  sanction  ? 
It  cannot  be  if  honourable  members  are  true  to 
the  promises  they  made  on  the  hustings ;  for  no 
question  was  more  completely  threshed  out 
during  the  late  elections  than  the  question  of 
education,  and  no  candidate  ventured  to  say  he 
would  be  indifferent  as  to  what  was  done,  or 
leave  it  to  the  Government  of  the  day  to  do 
what  they  liked  about  it  without  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  the  House.  The  honourable  gentle- 
men on  that  bench  ask  us  in  respect  to  educa- 
tion to  hand  over  to  their  mercies  the  schools 
of  the  colony  to  make  reductions  in  such  a  way 
as  they  think  fit,  without  even  condescending 
to  tell  us  what  are  the  reductions  they  propose. 
They  may  remove  the  Education  Boards,  for 
example,  and  centralise  the  whole  manage- 
ment in  Wellington,  and  we  are  to  know 
nothing  about  it.  They  simply  say,  "  Give  us 
permission  to  do  what  we  like."  I  will  pass 
from  this  for  a  few  minutes  and  go  to  the  Sur- 
vey Department,  and  in  a  similar  manner  we 
are  told  that  they  propose  to  make  a  saving  of 
£16,000  this  year  and  £24,000  next  year.  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  know  in  what 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


way  these  savings  are  proposed  to  be  made. 
Prima  facie  we  may  come  to  the  conclasiail 
that  if  there  is  a  less  amount  of  sorvey 
there  will  be  a  less  amount  of  settle- 
ment. Is  it  meant  to  adopt  a  different 
system  in  the  way  of  contract ;  or  is  ift 
meant — which  I  suspect  to  be  the  ease — to 
shut  up  the  small  land  offices  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony  which  are  now  so  great  an  ae- 
commodation  to  the  persons  in  the  different 
districts  who  desire  to  acquire  land  for  settle- 
ment ?  And  when  we  asked  for  explanations 
the  other  night  upon  the  subject  of  these  re- 
trenchments we  were  rudely  treated — in  such  a 
manner,  in  fact,  that  I  blush  to  think  of  it. 
But,  Sir,  we  did  not  show  our  feelings  at  the  y 
time  because  we  were  under  the  impression 
that  a  great  number  of  Government  supporters 
were  absent,  and  we  did  not  wish  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  that.  But  I  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  he  ventures  to  persist  in  what  he 
stated  the  other  night,  and  insists  that  the 
House  shall  give  him  power  to  make  rednctions 
when  and  how  he  likes  without  teUing  the 
House  the  particulars  of  those  proposed  reduc- 
tions, I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  he  will  be 
left  on  those  benches  to  carry  on  such  a  per- 
formance. Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  asks 
us,  in  fact,  to  give  him  the  whole  power  of 
the  House,  and  comes  to  us  as  if  we  were  a 
parcel  of  cowards  afraid  to  go  into  the  question 
of  retrenchment  because  of  its  being  xuipopuiar; 
and  we  are  therefore  asked  to  shirk  the  ques- 
tion ourselves  and  say,  "  Do  what  you  like  in 
that  direction."  Members  would  not  be  such 
curs  as  to  consent  to  giving  such  power  to  the 
Government  —  the  power  to  carry  out  the 
whole  revolution  of  the  service,  to  give  more 
accommodation  here  and  less  accommodation 
there,  to  refuse  to  tell  the  House  the  direc- 
tion in  which  they  mean  to  proceed.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  intends  to  maintain 
that  position  I  tell  him  he  cannot  possibly 
continue  to  sit  on  those  benches.  He  asks 
for  each  department  a  lump  sum ;  he  asks 
that  we  should  pass  no  appropriation,  but 
to  give  him  a  whole-year  Imprest  Act,  under 
which  he  would  spend  money  as  he  wished, 
without  parliamentary  consent  being  asked. 
The  proposal  is  monstrous  and  outrageous.  I 
tell  him  it  cannot  be.  I  would  myself,  with 
a  few  honourable  gentlemen,  who  would  have 
an  absolute  horror  of  such  an  invasion  of  con- 
stitutional practices,  ask  for  a  division  on  each 
item  as  the  service  came  before  the  House, 
instead  of  accepting  a  lump  sum;  so  that  I 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  at  once,  if  he 
means  to  remain  on  those  benches  he  mnst 
at  once  give  up  the  thought  that  he  is  going  to 
father  upon  us  such  an  idea  of  unlimited  power. 
There  was  an  evidently-inspired  paragraph  in 
an  evening  newspaper  last  night  which  gives  an 
idea  of  what  this  means.    It  was  this : — 

"  It  is  understood  that  in  making  their  de- 
partmental retrenchment  Ministers  do  not 
intend  to  make  reductions  in  all  instances,  bat 
rather  to  equalise  salaries,  so  as  to  effect  a 
general  saving.  There  will  be  no  uniform  per- 
centage taken  off  all  the  salaries  which  ace 
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zed,  and  in  some  cases,  where  officani 
are  evidently  underpaid,  increases  will  pro- 
bably be  given." 

Yes,  they  will  walk  tbroogh  the  offices  and 
say  to  this  officer,  "  We  will  take  J650  off  you, 
pat  £100  on  to  you,"  and  so  on. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  is  the  paper? 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  paper  in  which  it  ap- 
peared is  the  Evening  PosL    This  proposal  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  an  adoption  of  the 
American  system  of  changes  with  each  Admini- 
stration— the  worst  system;   but  when  there 
are    changes  made   there   the  Senate  has  to 
ratify    them.    Here  we    are    adced   to   leave 
the    Government   irresponsible    in    exeroisiug 
that  power.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
retain  the  power  of  the  public  purse  within 
certain  limits,  and  to  regulate  the  conditions 
and  nature  of  the  service.    Are  we  to  consent 
to  hand  over  that  power  which  &om  time 
immemorial    all    constitutional    Governments 
have  insisted  upon — the  power  of  control  of 
the  parse  in  public  expenditure  by  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature  ?    Are  we  to  divest 
oazselves  of  it  under  the  guise  of  the  present 
proposals?      Sir,    the   honourable   gentlemen 
wish   that   honourable   members  would  give 
them  this  power  for  the  sake  of  exercising  it, 
or  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  the  disagreeables 
which,  I  am  free  to  admit,  are  inseparable 
from  the  dealing  with  this  question.    Either 
the    Grovemment   are   moved   by  motives  of 
saving   honourable  members  trouble,  or  else 
they  have  not  made  up  their  minds  themselves 
as  to  what  will  be  the  nature  of  the  retrench- 
ment, and  all  these  figures  opposite  the  various 
departments  are  mere  figments  of  the  imagina- 
tion— ^mere  ideas  of  what  will  be  done,  just  as  we 
foand  some  twenty  or  thirty  candidates  daring 
the  late  election  each  giving  a  Financial  State- 
ment of  his  own,  and  the  various  economies  he 
would  bring  about.    Now,  the  head  of  the  Go- 
venmient,  of  course,  is  an  experienced  adminis- 
trator.   He  has  taken  over  four  departments, 
and,  when  he  looked  to  see  what  reductions  he 
ooald  effect,  we  find  the  total  amount  is  £6,000, 
and  that  is  in  the  Customs  and  Marine  Depart- 
ment, in  which  I  have  made  nearly  all  the 
xednctiona  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
means  to  make.    Early  in  the  year  we  made 
savings  in  those  departments ;  and  other  savings 
were  intended  to  be  made — ^for  instance,  the 
*'Hinemoa"  cannot  always  want  boilers,  and 
fish-ova  are  not  being  sent.    The  whole  savings 
in  the  four  departments  of  the  experienced 
administrator  of  the  Government  amount  to 
£6,000.     The  rest  of   the   Government,  who 
have  not  had  practice  in  administration,  have 
each  set  a  fancy  figure  opposite  their  depart- 
ment, for  which  they  mean  to  ask  the  House 
to  give  them  carU  blanche.     I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  has  aban- 
doned the  proposal  which  I  made  to  join  the  four 
departments;  but,  if  he  has,  he  is  not  working 
in  the  direction  of  economy.    Then,  there  has 
been  £2,000  saved  in  the  Native  Department, 
and  on  working-railways  £20,000.    The  latter  is 
a  mere  fancy  item.    This  saving  in  the  Bailway 
Department  will  simply  depend  on  the  reduc- 


tion or  increase  of  revenue.  If  the  work  on 
the  railways  is  less,  savings  can  be  made ;  but 
should  the  works  increase  there  will  be  no 
saving,  but  an  increase.  Then,  in  regard  to 
this  non-political  Board  of  Railways,  if  that 
is  intr6duced  it  will  certainly  not  be  a  means 
of  saving  expense.  The  cost  of  administering 
under  the  Board  will  be  heavier,  but  it  wiU 
enable,  no  doubt,  a  larger  revenue  to  be  ob- 
tained. The  Bailway  Commissioners  will  have 
the  power  of  increasing  the  rates,  and  they 
may  get  £100,000  to  £150,000  more  of  re- 
venue. The  honourable  gentleman  says  the 
plan  in  Victoria  is  becoming  more  popular. 
The  fact  is,  the  people  there  are  waking  up 
against  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  shakes  his  head.  It  is  popular  with  the 
lairge  users,  as  you  will  see  by  the  pages  of  the 
QassetU ;  and  the  Bailway  Board  finds  it  pays^ 
on  commercial  principles,  to  take  their  goods 
at  less  rates  than  for  the  smaller  users.  It  is 
popular  with  them,  but  for  the  great  mass  who 
use  the  railway  it  is  not  popular;  and  I  an) 
quite  sure  the  feeling  in  this  country  is  that  ■ 
the  railways  have  not  been  only  made  for  reve- 
nue purposes,  and  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
give  larger  privileges  to  larger  users  than  to 
smaller  users.  If  the  railway  were  run  on  com- 
mercial principles,  where  would  be  the  Oamaru 
Harbour?  The  whole  cost  of  the  breakwater 
and  improvements  would  devolve  on  the  tax- 
payers. The  railway  would  take  all  the  traffic 
by  low  rates.  Take  also  the  case  of  the  Napier 
Harbour.  Would  the  Commissioners  allow  the 
breakwater  to  pay?  They  would  compete  until 
the  ratepayers  of  Napier  would  say,  "  Our 
first  loss  is  the  best,  and  we  had  better  not 
go  on,  but  trust  to  the  railways."  I  was 
favourable  to,  and  the  late  Government  pro- 
posed to  form,  a  non-political  Board ;  but  the 
more  we  thought  of  it  the  more  we  found  it 
invested  with  great  difficulty:  and  I  think 
the  members  of  the  present  Govemment  will 
find  the  same.  Another  inspired  paragraph 
I  find  to-night  in  another  evening  paper,  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  not  intended  to  hand 
over  the  railways  to  a  non-political  Board  on 
the  same  lines  as  in  Victoria;  but  that  the 
Oonmiissioners  would  fix  the  salaries  and  the 
payments,  and  the  House  was  to  be  deprived 
of  this  power.  The  popular  branch  of  the 
Legislature  is  to  be  asked  to  give  up  this  power ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Government 
think  this  House  is  the  very  last  body  that 
should  have  control  over  the  expenditure. 
There  is  a  proposal  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
on  public  buildings  by  £18,000.  I  tnink  it  is 
possible  that  such  a  reduction  can  be  made  if 
the  Govemment  are  lucky  in  the  way  of  avoid- 
ing fires ;  but  unquestionably  there  is  a  great 
want  of  small  buildings  for  public  purposes  in 
country  districts.  There  is  not  an  honourable 
member  anywhere  outside  the  large  centres 
who  will  not  agree  with  me  that  the  buildings 
for  public  purposes  scattered  throughout  the 
country  have  become,  as  a  rule,  unequal  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  There- 
fore, although  this  reduction  may  be  made  for 
a  year  or  two,  honoorable  members  must  not 
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think  that  it  will  bo  permanent.  The  wants  of 
the  colony  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  de- 
mand for  public  buildmgs  will  inevitably  in- 
crease also.  Another  reason  which  leads  me 
to  think  that  there  is  no  true  retrenchment  in 
the  proposals  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
the  passage  in  which  he  promises  to  classify 
the  public  service,  placing  it  under  the  control 
of  a  Board  of  permanent  officers,  with  the  right 
to  make  appointments  and  promotions  irre- 
spective of  the  Government.  Such  a  plan  is 
not  an  economical  one,  as  has  been  proved  in 
all  parts  of  the  world.  It  simply  means  this : 
either  that  the  control  of  the  Government  is  to 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  permanent  officers,  or 
an  army  of  uncovenanted  servants  is  to  be  built 
up  outside  the  regular  service.  We  should 
have  a  much  eheaper  service  if  our  proposals 
were  carried  out.  What  we  proposed  was  to 
arrive  at  the  minimum  amount  of  permanent 
service  which  was  required,  and  in  times  of 
pressure  increase  the  strength  available  by 
temporary  appointments.  There  is  one  de- 
partment which  adopts  that  plan,  and  it  is 
the  most  cheaply-conducted  branch  of  all  the 
public  departments.  We  proposed  that  all 
officers  coming  in  under  the  Civil  Service  Be- 
form  Act  should  only  be  entitled  to  three 
months'  notice ;  but  anything  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  divulges  in  the  Statement  is 
,in  the  direction  of  giving  larger  privileges  to  the 
Service,  and  not  in  the  direction  of  economy. 
In  my  idea,  the  Government  have  no  more 
defined  idea  of  what  they  are  going  to  do  than 
this  book  before  me.  First,  we  are  told  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  East 
that  the  Government  buildings  in  Wellington 
are  to  be  turned  upside  down,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  some  extraordinary  measures  were 
to  be  carried  out;  but  what  is  the  result? 
Nothing  but  a  series  of  vague  promises:  and 
then,  in  order,  so  to  speak,  to  modify  their 
bid  on  this  point,  there  are  equally  va^e 
promises  of  appointments  and  classification, 
but  not  for  this  year — for  next.  I  will 
give  honourable  members  an  example  of  the 
nature  of  the  reductions  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment would  have  made  after  wa  had  taken  in 
hand  specific  retrenchment.  There  were  two 
officers  in  the  Customs,  one  at  £1,000  a  year 
and  one  at  £600.  The  place  of  the  thousand- 
pound  officer  was  filled  in  this  way  :  One  gentle- 
man, already  in  the  service,  was  appointed  to 
part  of  the  duties  at  no  increase  of  salary,  and 
another  gentleman  in  the  service  performed  the 
rest  of  the  duties  with  an  increase  of  salary 
of  £100— from  £400  to  £500.  Then  the  six- 
hundred-pound  appointment  was  dealt  with  in 
this  way:  A  gentleman  was  appointed  to  it 
who  was  receiving  £400  a  year,  at  an  increase 
of  £50.  So  that,  with  regard  to  these  two 
appointments  of  £1,600,  they  were  filled  up 
from  the  departments,  and  the  whole  expendi- 
ture in  substitution  of  the  £1,600  was  between 
£200  and  £300  a  year.  That  is  genuine  re- 
trenchment. As  far  as  I  can  hear,  the  pre- 
sent Government  has  not  made  any  fresh 
appointments  with  reduction  of  salaries  at* 
tached.  I  have  heard  that  stated,  but,  of 
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course,  do  not  speak  with  authority,  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  may  tell  xne 
I  am  wrong.  I  may  say  this  of  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman's  Budget  for  next  year :  thai 
it  is  utterly  unreliable.  It  is  a  mere  faney 
statement.  He  has  left  out  a  great  number  ol 
items.  For  example,  he  proposes  to  borrow  an 
additional  £2,000,000,  and  the  additional  interest 
he  brings  down  is  £20,000.  Knowing  as  I  do 
the  liabilities  of  the  Government  at  present, 
and  what  will  have  to  be  paid,  I  say  that  an 
additional  £80,000  in  excess  of  the  £20,000  is 
the  very  least  that  will  have  to  be  provided  far 
interest  next  year.  He  omits  altogether  any 
reference  to  the  £25,000  for  naval  defence, 
which,  I  understand  from  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  he  accepts.  In  educational  increase 
he  takes  no  notice  of  the  growing  wants  of 
the  country,  which  no  economy  can  prevoit. 
Equally  is  he  unmindful  of  the  growing  wants 
with  regard  to  other  services.  You  may  make 
the  offices  smaller,  but  there  are  increases 
which  must  occur;  and  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  takes  no  heed  of  them — no  notice 
of  the  supplementary  estimates.  The  fact 
is,  the  whole  Budget  is  meant  to  hide  the 
necessity  for  an  increase  in  the  Customs  re- 
venue. If  we  adopt  this  Budget,  I  ask,  shall 
we  not  have  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditure 
of  the  country  out  of  borrowed  money  ?  The 
whole  purpose  of  the  Budget  is  to  get  as  into 
the  way  of  living  on  borrowed  money.  This 
year  £400,000  is  to  be  borrowed,  besides  increas- 
ing the  property-tax  and  throwing  £75,000  on 
the  local  bodies.  Next  year  £175,000  will  be 
thrown  on  the  local  bodies,  and  probably  much 
more.  I  defy  any  gentleman  who  has  any  know- 
ledge of  finance,  any  knowledge  of  the  circmn- 
stances  of  the  country,  to  tell  me  he  believes 
that  any  amount  of  possible  retrenchment  will 
obviate  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  indirect 
taxation,  unless  we  carry  on  the  services  of  the 
country  by  means  of  borrowed  money.  And  why 
are  we  not  allowed  to  deal  with  the  Customs 
tariff?  I  need  only  refer  honourable  gentle- 
men for  corroboration  of  my  remarks  to  the 
prices  of  commodities,  which  have  fallen  off  im- 
mensely ;  and  I  say  that  the  Customs  revenue 
per  head  now  is  lower  than  it  has  ever  been — 
certainly  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  nineteen 
or  twenty  years.  Why,  I  should  like  to  know,  are 
the  27,800  property-tax-payers  of  the  country 
to  have  that  tax  increased  by  23  per  cent,  if  we 
are  not  going  at  the  same  time  to  increase  the 
indirect  taxation  ?  It  is  not  the  case  that 
the  property-tax-payers  are  rich  men :  13,000 
of  them  have  not  more  than  £600,  22,500  not 
more  than  £2,500,  and  25,178  not  more  than 
£5,000.  We  proposed  to  save  22,500  taxpayers 
from  an  increase  of  taxation,  but  that  is  not  to 
be  done  now ;  and,  if  those  22,500  are  to  have 
their  payments  increased  by  23  per  cent.,  then 
I  protest  agsdnst  this  being  done  without  the 
indirect  taxation  of  the  country  being  dealt 
with  at  the  same  time.  If  it  is  desirable  to 
borrow  money  to  save  increased  Customs  re- 
venue, then  it  would  be  equally  right  to  borrow 
money  to  save  increased  property-tax;  and  I 
tell  honourable  members  and  the  property-tax- 
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payers  thxoufifhoQt  the  ooantry  that  when  the 
time  oomes  to  increase  the  Gnstoms  revenue  it 
will  not  he  done  without  at  the  same  time 
farther  increasing  the  property-tax.  Ifc  would 
be  too  unpopular  to  increase  the  Customs  with- 
out at  the  same  time  increasing  the  property- 
tax.  So  that  the  increase  now  is  only  pre- 
liminary to  further  increase.  The  House  and 
the  country  will  not  stand  the  indirect  taxation 
being  increased  without  direct  taxation  heing 
aiso  increased,  and  therefore  the  property-tax- 
payers need  not  think  that  they  will  be  able 
to  say  that  it  was  increased  last  year.  The 
«oTmtry  will  simply  say  to  the  Government, 
•*  It  is  a  penny  now.  You  are  going  to  put  on 
extra  Customs  taxation :  how  much  extra  pro- 
perty-tax will  you  put  on  ?  "  What  does  this 
xefusal  to  deal  with  the  Customs  revenue,  and 
borrowing  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
the  ordinary  services  of  the  country,  mean  ?  It 
means  this:  to  enable  a  weak  Crovemment 
to  hold  its  seat,  which  it  could  not  do  if  it 
had  the  courage  to  come  down  with  proposals 
on  this  subject.  In  speaking  of  *'a  weak 
Government"  I  am  not  now  speaking  per- 
sonally. I  had  that  disagreeable  duty  to 
perform  before,  and  do  not  Intend  to  go 
over  the  same  ground  now.  I  speak  of  a 
Government  weak  in  the  number  of  members 
who  support  it.  In  that  sense  I  speak  of  this 
Government  as  a  weak  Government;  and  I 
eay  its  refusal  to  deal  with  the  question  of  in- 
creased Customs  taxation,  although  the  coun- 
try has  cried  aloud  for  it,  and  this  living 
on  borrowed  mone^  merely  because  a  weak 
Ckrvemment  is  afraid  to  bring  the  other  pro- 
posal forward,  is  one  of  the  most  atrocious 
things  I  have  ever  heard  of  in  public  affairs. 
The  country  has  declared  that  the  Customs 
tariff  shall  be  altered.  I  am  not  now  raising 
the  question  of  Free-trade  or  Protection ;  the 
paramount  necessity  of  raising  the  Customs 
zevenue  is  so  great  that  the  question  of  Free- 
trade  and  Protection  is  merely  a  detail.  For 
years  and  years  past  it  has  been  the  case  that 
our  revenue  requirements  have  been  so  great 
that  the  Customs  have  given  a  large  amount  of 
afisistaiice  to  local  industries.  There  is  really 
no  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  it  equally  con- 
cerns Free-traders  and  Protectionists  and  those 
who  hold  opinions  of  a  medium  character.  The 
one  paramount  duty  that  devolves  upon  us  is 
to  raise  the  Customs  revenue,  especially  when 
we  know  that  the  revenue  is  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditure.  The  longer  we  forbear 
from  doing  so  the  longer  will  the  people  com- 

Siain  of  our  finance.  It  is  a  sad  thing  that  we 
ad  to  delay  doing  so  in  May  last.  I  tell  the 
House  most  positively  that  the  late  Government 
would  have  resigned  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber carried  his  vote  of  want  of  confidence  if 
there  was  the  smallest  prospect  of  his  carrying 
through  the  session — we  were  so  anxious  to 
eee  the  revenue  fortified.  It  could  not  enter 
into  the  mindl  of  the  public  that  a  Govern- 
ment would  come  into  power  who,  in  order  to 
save  a  discussion  on  Free-trade  and  Protection, 
would  avoid  altogether  fortifying  the  revenue 
of  the  country,  aod  making  it  meet  the  or^ 


dinary  expenditure.  As  to  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  the  Customs  tariff,  I  tell 
honourable  gentlemen  it  is  a  mere  pretence. 
There  is  not  an  item  about  which  there 
is  not  abundant  information  in  the  offices. 
About  every  item  the  honourable  member  can 
obtain  the  fullest  information.  I  know  a  great 
deal  is  said  about  such-and-such  an  item  only 
yielding  £10,  and  such-and-such  only  £50,  and 
so  on;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  knows  very  well  that 
these  are  simply  safeguards,  and  that  if 
such  articles  were  not  made  dutiable  other 
goods  would  be  introduced  under  similar 
designations  at  a  loss  to  the  revenue.  In 
fact,  three-tenths  of  the  items  of  the  tariff  are 
merely  put  on  as  a  means  of  protecting  articles 
which  yield  the  main  revenue  of  the  colony. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion, except  the  difficulty  of  the  Government 
being  afraid  to  face  the  question  before  the 
House.  And  so  we  are  to  continue  to  see  ship- 
loads of  foreign  rubbish  thrown  into  the  country 
to  the  loss  of  the  revenue,  and  some  of  the  most 
valuable  members  of  the  community  driven 
away,  all  because  it  may  be  a  disagreeable  task 
to  the  present  Government  to  carry  out  the 
absolute,  the  inevitable  duty  which  falls  upon 
it  of  reinstating  the  Customs  revenue.  Now  I 
come  to  the  question  of  the  proposed  borrow- 
ing ;  and  I  may  say  that  I  was  intensely  shocked 
at  the  cool  manner  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  discussed  whether  or  not  ho  should 
divert  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan 
from  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
There  was  he,  who  came  down  with  a  three-mil- 
lion loan,  and  who  obtained  its  passage  in  the 
House  on  the  assurance  that  the  million  for 
the  Main  Trunk  Loan  was  to  bo  put  apart,  so 
that  no  other  use  could  be  made  of  it — there 
was  he,  who  neglected  that  duty  of  ear-marking 
it,  and  who  left  it  to  us  to  perform  with  extra- 
ordinary difficulty — I  may  confess  it  now — 
with  the  financial  arrangements  which  we  had 
to  make,  but  we  still  preserved  the  integrity  of 
that  loan ;  and  there  is  the  Government  oppo- 
site, who  coolly  discuss  whether  or  not  it  is 
more  desirable  to  transfer  the  use  of  this  loan 
to  other  purposes.  What  is  the  use  of  all  the 
promises  which,  n  future  the  honourable 
gentleman  may  make  when  he  considers  him- 
self entitled  to  disregard  pledges  to  suit  present 
conveniences?  As.  regards  the  proposal  to 
borrow  a  million  of  money  with  a  three-years 
guarantee,  I  warn  the  House  that  it  is  a  very 
dangerous  thing  to  give  a  guarantee  for  three 
years  of  non-borrowing.  These  loans  carry  a 
very  large  amount  of  investments,  and  honour- 
able members  must  surely  themselves  be  able  to 
judge  that  if  it  is  desirable,  on  account  of  the 
congested  condition  of  these  loan  investments, 
to  borrow  two  millions  early  next  year,  it  can- 
not be  seie  to  give  a  guarantee  that  we  will 
not  go  on  the  London  market  again  for  three 
years.  The  fact  is,  a  very  large  amount  of 
bonds  is  kept  floating  between  trust  funds  and 
surplus  public  works  funds.  There  are  district 
railway  debentures ;  then  there  is  the  capitaliza- 
tion of  the  deficit  of  £400,000 ;  there  are  the 
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aooretions  of  the  sinking  funds,  represented  by 
debentures,  made  each  year ;  and  there  are  the 
.Government  loans  to  local  bodies.  Then  there 
is  the  additional  money  required  for  the  West- 
port  Harbour.  The  insurance  fund  is  not  avail- 
able now,  as  it  was  before.  The  postal  funds 
are  heavily  loaded,  but  they  are  safe  to  be 
loaded  as  long  as  you  have  got  the  means  of 
raising  money  in  London.  But  if  you  give  such 
a  guarantee  as  this  for  three  years  I  say  it  is  a 
very  dangerous  course,  and  at  any  rate  it  will 
lead  to  the  entire  suspension  of  public  works  at 
least  a  year  before  the  three  years  expire.  I  am 
surprised  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
fallen  into  such  a  childish  error  as  to  calculate 
as  if  he  could  spend  up  to  the  last  penny.  He 
says  you  may  spend  at  such-and-such  a  rate  up 
to  the  8l8t  March,  1891 ;  but  long  before  that 
time  has  expired,  with  all  the  outlets  to  our 
local  securities  shut  out,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would .  find  that  he  could  not  carry  on. 
There  are  various  things  which  might  neces- 
sitate a  large  amount  of  money  being  required 
at  any  particular  time.  I  tell  the  House  that 
there  is  no  market  whatever  for  Government 
debentures  in  New  Zealand — there  is  no  in- 
clination to  purchase  in  the  colony  or  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  it  would  be  a  mad  thing  to  give  such 
a  guarantee.  I  had  a  method  in  view  by 
which  we  might  open  a  local  market  for  our 
securities,  and  in  such  a  case  perhaps  it  would 
be  safe ;  but  to  go  on  the  London  market,  to  give 
such  a  pledge  until  a  local  market  is  secured, 
is  a  sad  mistake,  and  one  which,  I  hope,  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  on  consideration 
see  the  fallacy  of.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man in  giving  notice  of  that  proposal  has  acted 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  decrease  the  price  he 
will  get  when  he  goes  on  the  market.  I  wish 
honourable  members  to  understand  this :  that  I 
am  entirely  favourable  to  limiting  expenditure 
of  borrowed  money.  I  consider  that  the  two 
great  public  works  which  have  to  be  carried  out 
now  by  borrowed  money  are  the  Otago  Central 
as  far  as  the  Taieri  and  the  closing-up  of  the 
gap  between  Woodville  and  Palmerston.  Then 
there  is  a  very  large  question  which  has  to  be 
discussed,  and  that  is  the  route  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway-llne  should  take ;  but, 
whatever  is  the  route  decided  upon,  that  rail- 
way ought  also  to  proceed,  and  tlie  money  set 
apart  for  it  should  be  devoted  to  that  pur- 
j>ose  only :  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
listen  to  nothing  else.  I  agree  that  we  should 
arrest  borrowing.  The  colony  offers  profit- 
able inducements  to  a  very  much  larger  popu- 
lation than  we  possess;  and  the  time  has 
come  when  we  should  rely  more  upon  private 
enterprise  than  upon  the  aid  which  the  ex- 
penditure of  borrowed  money  will  give.  I 
think  that  a  million  loan  at  present  is  unneces- 
sary. I  know  the  state  of  the  finances  as  well 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  and  I 
think  it  might  be  desirable  to  authorise  a  half- 
million  loan,  but  certainly  not  more ;  or,  if 
a  million  is  authorised,  the  Government  should 
not  be  allowed  to  negotiate  half  of  it  for  at 
least  twelve  months  after  March  next.  Half 
a  ^nillion  is  all  that  is  requisite,  and  it  is 
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not  necessGbry  to  give  authority  for  more.  Tbe 
greatest  guarantee  that  we  can  give  of  our 
desire  not  to  borrow  is  to  carry  out  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  in  such  a  maimer  as  not 
to  necessitate  borrowing.  You  are  not  adopt- 
ing a  policy  of  retrenchment  by  merely  listen- 
ing  to  fino  sentences  as  to  what  the  Gk>veinment 
hope  to  be  able  to  do.  The  way  you  are  to  oazxy 
out  a  more  economical  administration,  and  to 
do  with  less  borrowed  money,  is  by  saying  what 
services  you  are  willing  to  do  without,  what  works 
you  are  able  to  do  without,  and  how  you  are  to 
rely  upon  your  revenue  and  do  with  less  expendi- 
ture. I  do  not  wish  to  taunt  the  honourahk 
member  with  the  fact  of  the  fall  of  the  price  of 
New  Zealand  securities  in  London  since  he  has 
taken  office.  The  section  of  the  Press  which 
favours  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  when- 
ever there  was  any  fall  in  the  price  of  securitieB 
in  London,  that  that  was  the  effect  of  Vogd 
being  in  office.  I  may  remark  that  when  I 
took  office  the  price  of  securities  in  LondoiL 
went  up  considerably  immediately;  and  what 
did  I  say  in  my  Financial  Statement  ?  I  said 
it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  I  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  fact,  and  that  it  was  the  xesolt 
of  Mr.  Ghilders's  proposal  to  convert  3^-  into  2^ 
per- cents.  Buc  yet  the  Budget  proposals  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  are  certainly  of  a  vezj 
alarming  character  to  people  at  Home.  When- 
ever a  loan  is  brought  out  the  Agent-Generai 
circulates  a  statement  of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  colony;  and  if  a  true  state^ 
ment  is  given  —  and  I  am  sure  the  Agent- 
General  would  not  give  any  other — ^he  will  have 
to  show  that  there  was  a  deficit  last  year,  and 
that,  instead  of  attempting  to  make  it  up 
this  year,  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
are  to  put  the  whole  of  the  deficit  for  two 
years  on  borrowed  moneys;  and  that  is  oer^ 
tainly  not  calculated  to  raise  the  price  which 
we  shall  get.  Further  than  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  insist.  The  negotiation  of  loans  in  Londoa 
depends  on  a  great  variety  of  circumstances^ 
especially  on  the  fortunate  selection  of  a  day. 
Very  often  after  a  day  has  been  fixed  some- 
thing happens  to  make  it  an  unfortunate  onew 
We  have  not,  on  the  whole,  been  unfortunate 
in  the  negotiation  of  our  loans.  Our  last  loan, 
it  is  true,  realised  only  £97  5s. ;  but  the  pre^ 
viouB  one,  in  1885,  realised  £100  6s.  3d.  These 
are  the  amounts  with  accrued  interest.  The 
Agent-General,  after  the  last-mentioned  loan 
was  launched,  sent  a  telegram  to  show  how 
four  loans  had  gone  off  which  were  issued 
within  a  very  few  days  of  each  other.  He 
gave  the  results,  free  from  accrued  interest  and 
discount,  as  follow:  Victoria,  £99  4s.  3d.; 
Queensland,  £97  Ss.  lOd. ;  New  Zealand,  £99 
ds.  2d. ;  Adelaide,  £99  5s.  6d.  In  other  words* 
the  New  Zealand  loan  was  the  highest  of  l^a 
four.  Then,  honourable  members  are  apt  to  be 
misled  with  regard  to  the  price  at  which  a 
loan  goes  off.  Some  colonies  are  in  the  habit 
of  issuing  loans  with  a  consideftbble  amount  of 
accrued  interest.  Victoria  issued  a  loan  of 
two  millions  in  1888;  the  accrued  interest 
was  £1  16s.  9d. ;  the  nominal  price  obtained 
was  £99  lOs.  lOJd;  but  deductinig  the  accrued 
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interest  it  was  £97  14s.  IJd.  In  the  1884  loan 
the  accrued  interest  was  £1  lis.  4d.,  and  in  the 
1835  loan  it  was  £1  15s.  2}d.  By  taking  these 
amonntfi  off  the  price  we  obtain  the  net  results. 
But  too  much  fuss  is'  mjEuAe  about  our  not  being 
fortunate  in  the  negotiation  of  particular  loans. 
We  are  not  singular  in  this :  the  other  colonics 
have  had  the  same  thing  to  go  through.  I  was 
rather  struck  with  this  in  some  correspondence 
between  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
and  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  which  was 
not  long  ago  printed.  It  transpired  in  that 
that  an  Order  in  Council  was  absolutely  passed 
in  that  colony  giving  the  bank  power  over 
enormous  sums  of  money — millions,  in  fact 
— to  enable  it  to  watch  the  course  of  the 
market,  and  to  avail  itself  of  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  floating  a  loan,  either  wholly  or  in 
part, 'on  behalf  of  the  Government.  In  this 
correspondence  it  also  came  out  that  loans 
which  to  the  public  had  appeared  a  great  suc- 
cess were  known  by  those  behind  the  scenes  to 
have  been  operations  of  a  very  different  charac- 
ter. In  the  course  of  the  correspondence  the 
manager  of  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales 
wrote  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  colony 
submitting  amongst  other  services  rendered — 

"That  more  than  one  of  the  recent  loans  of 
the  colony,  as  you  are  aware,  must  have  been 
publicly  declared  as  marked  failures  had  we 
not  at  your  request,  and  to  the  extent  of  mil- 
lions of  money,  directly  and  indirectly  upheld 
the  credit  of  your  securities." 

And,  again,  he  says,  "absolutely  saving  them 
from  whole  or  partial  failure."  But  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  not  to  make  any  point  of  the 
fall  in  London  consequent  on  the  honourable 
gentleman's  Budget,  because  I  think  we  should 
consider  that,  as  colonists,  when  incidents  of 
this  kind  occur,  it  is  not  our  duty  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  them.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
takes  the  power  to  borrow  money  and  nego- 
tiates a  loan  with  the  best  ability  at  his  com- 
mand, I  feel  that  the  duty  of  members  of  this 
House  would  not  be  to  try  and  make  political 
capital  at  the  expense  of  the  country  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  loan  was  not  as  well  negotiated 
as  it  might  have  been.  The  tendency  to  defer 
to  the  opinions  of  persons  at  such  a  long  dis- 
tance from  us  is  rather  overdone.  It  is  due 
both  to  this  House  and  to  the  reputation  of  the 
colony  not  to  seek  for  political  capital  in  ques- 
tions of  this  kind,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  as 
a  whole  we  are  better  judges  of  what  is  best 
for  us  than  are  the  people  in  England  or 
the  newspaper -agents  who  send  cablegrams. 
The  honourable  gentleman  need  not  fear 
that  I  shall  embarrass  him  by  trying  to  throw 
unfair  responsibility  upon  him  as  regards  deal- 
ing with  questions  of  this  kind.  I  am  con- 
tented to  think  that  he  will  do  his  best ;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  if  we  do  not  raise  the  Customs 
revenue  we  shall  be  liable  to  receive  less  for 
our  next  loan  than  we  should  otherwise  do. 
But  I  do  not  think,  if  he  take  the  market  at  a 
fortunate  time,  that  he  is  unlikely  to  obtain  a 
good  price  for  the  loan  ;  only  I  am  strongly 
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against  putting  two  millions  on  the  market,  as 
a  million  and  a  half  will  be  quite  sufficient,  and 
I  am  quite  against  a  guarantee  being  given 
for  three  years.  I  cannot,  long  as  I  have  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  honourable  members,  for- 
bear from  expressing  my  unmitigated  aversion  to 
the  proposal  to  make  the  nominated  branch  of 
the  Legislature  the  more  powerful  branch — to 
elevate,  in  fact,  the  Legislative  Council  into  the 
most  powerful  branch  of  the  Government  of 
the  colony.  Such  a  proposal  is  one  which  I 
am  surprised  should  oe  made  by  any  honour- 
able member  who,  I  will  not  say  ever  professed 
Liberal  opinions,  but  who  has  ever  sat  near  a 
Liberal  person.  There  is  no  blinding  the  fact 
that  what  the  honourable  member  proposes  is  to 

Erovide  a  limitation  to  the  number  of  the  mem- 
ers  of  the  Upper  House,  so  that  in  times  of 
danger — in  times,  I  may  say,  of  conflict  of  opin- 
ion between  the  people  and  the  nominees — the 
people  will  have  to  give  way.  I  need  scarcely 
go  into  the  matter  fully,  for  it  is  on  undoubted 
historical  fact.  I  suppose  that  no  honourable 
member  is  unaware  that  the  safety-valve  of  the 
British  Constitution  is  the  power  to  create  a 
suflicient  number  of  members  in  the  House  of 
Lords — or  to  threaten  to  create  tliem — should 
the  necessity  arise,  to  secure  that  the  elected 
representatives  shaJl  have  their  way.  I  believe 
there  has  never  been  any  necessity  to  carry 
out  the  threat.  It  has  only  been  necessary  to 
make  it.  The  very  fact  of  making  it  was  suffi- 
cient. The  question  has  been  well  fought  out  in 
New  South  Wales  too.  No  public  man  I  have 
ever  met  has  denied,  however  desirable  it  may 
be  to  have  an  understanding — as  has  been  the 
case  in  New  South  Wales,  where,  as  I  have  said, 
the  question  has  been  agitating  the  public  mind 
for  many  years — however  desirable  it  m.iy  be  to 
have  an  understanding  as  to  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Upper  House — has  denied  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  give 
that  understanding  the  force  of  a  rigid  law, 
so  that  a  certain  number  of  members  in  the 
Council  could  not  be  exceeded.  I  protest  most 
strenuously  against  any  legislation  which  would 
absolutely  place  the  superior  power  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  nominee  body.  And 
here  I  would  like  to  read  a  passage  which 
appears  in  a  letter  by  Lord  Granville,  forming 
part  of  a  correspondence  which  passed  on  this 
question  in  connection  with  New  South  Wales. 
He  says, — 

"  I  was  fully  aware  that  the  number  of  the 
Upper  House  in  New  South  Wales  was' un- 
limited. I  am  also  fully  aware  that  on  certain 
critical  occasions  it  may  become  not  only  ex- 
pedient, but  indispensable,  to  bring  the  two 
Houses  into  harmony  by  creating,  or  threaten- 
ing to  create,  a  number  of  Legislative  Coun- 
cillors sufficient  for  that  purpose." 

I  am  told  that  the  Government  have  become 
so  ashamed  of  the  proposal,  and  of  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  history  which  it  disclosed,  that 
they  now  say  they  did  not  mean  to  put  am 
absolute  limit  on  the  number  of  members,  but 
that  the  object  was  to  introduce  the  Norwegian 
system  of  bringing  both  Houses  together  in 
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case  of  disagreement.  But  that  will  not  get 
over  the  difficulty ;  because,  however  desirable 
it  may  be  to  carry  out  such  a  system,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  adopt  it  if  there  were  not  some 
more  rapid  means  of  meeting  difficulties  than  is 
provided  for  by  that  plan.  It  is  true  that,  after 
a  Bill  has  been  passed  twice  or  thrice  by  this 
House  unaltered,  the  two  bodies  might,  under 
that  plan,  be  called  together;  but  in  a  young 
country  like  this,  although  a  measure  the  same 
in  spirit  and  intention  might  go  through  this 
House  twice  or  three  times,  it  would  be  very 
rare  that  a  Bill  would  be  passed  in  succeed- 
ing sessions  unaltered  in  phraseology,  and 
perhaps  in  some  of  its  provisions,  and  con- 
sequently the  Norwegian  system  would  rarely 
be  of  efficacy  here.  We  ore  in  these  colonies 
dealing  with  communities  rapidly  growing, 
rapidly  increasing  in  knowledge,  rapidly  pro- 
gressing, and  such  a  process  would  not  be  quick 
enough.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  Judge,  we  are 
not  likely  in  this  colony  to  see  the  power  of 
appointing  unlimited  numbers  to  the  Upper 
Chamber  brought  into  use  any  more  than  it 
has  been  in  New  South  Wales  or  in  England ; 
but  unless  we  mean — as  I  fear  a  not  incon- 
siderable body  of  persons  in  this  colony  wish 
to  do — to  give  the  nominee  element  a  greater 
power  in  the  Legislature  than  the  elec- 
tive element,  we  must  insist  upon  retaining 
the  power  of  appointing — or  threatening  to 
appoint — an  unlimited  number  of  persons  to  the 
Legislative  Council,  if  need  be.  It  would  bo 
an  unhappy  day  for  the  colony  if  it  had  to  be 
exercised,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
greater  probability  of  its  being  exercised  in  this 
colony  than  elsewhere.  As  regards  immigro-, 
tion,  I  can  only  say  this :  that  the  House  will 
listen  with  respectful  attention  to  the  proposals 
of  the  Government.  As  to  the  pensioner-settle- 
ments proposals,  they  will  have  to  be  considered 
with  great  caution.  It  is  no  doubt  desirable  to 
get  Indian  officers  with  sufficient  pensions  to 
live  upon,  or  capital ;  but  whether  it  would  be 
wise  to  have  settlements  composed  entirely  of 
old  soldiers  I  should  not  like  to  express  an 
opinion.  At  any  rate  the  thing  would  have  to 
be  done  in  moderation.  The  most  amusing  f  ea.- 
ture  of  this  portion  of  the  Statement  is  the 
allusion  made  to  Captain  Daveny*s  proposals ; 
and  the  House  will  recognise  this  when  I  tell 
honourable  members  that  when  this  gentleman 
made  proposals  to  the  gentleman  who  was 
head  of  the  Government  which  preceded  us, 
and  who  is  now  head  of  the  Government,  he  was 
snubbed  for  simply  asking  the  Government  to 
allow  him  to  get  his  papers  printed.  When  we 
came  into  office  he  wrote  me  a  letter  complain- 
ing of  the  way  ho  had  been  treated.  That  let- 
ter I  handed  over  to  my  colleague  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  who  gave  such  assistance  to 
Captain  Daveny  as  the  law  allowed.  As  the 
honourable  gentleman  deemed  the  matter  of 
sufficient  importance  to  mention  it  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  it  may  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  justify  me  in  remarking  that, 
when  the  matter  was  first  mooted  and  a  com- 
munication was  sent  to  the  Grovemment  that 
preceded  us,  they  did  not  deem  it  worthy  to 
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be  entertained.  As  regards  the  question  of  land 
for  settlement,  I  shall  not  discuss  that  this  even- 
ing. As  regards  Maori  land,  I  admit  that  there 
is  no  question  of  greater  importance  before 
the  country  than  that  of  bringing  about  a 
more  speedy  settlement  than  seems  probable 
in  the  ordinary  course,  of  the  large  tracts 
of  Maori  land.  Whether  this  Government  has 
sufficient  fertility  of  resource  to  deal  with  the 
question,  I  express  no  opinion;  but  I  do  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  upon  no  subject  should 
the  House  be  more  anxious  to  help  any  Govern- 
ment than  this  one,  because  it  is  one  of  essen- 
tial importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  colony 
as  a  whole,  more  especially  to  the  part  of  the 
colony  that  lies  in  the  North  Island.  As  re- 
gards mining,  under  the  mass  of  verbiage 
which  is  employed,  all  that  I  can  discover  is 
that  the  schools  of  mines  are  not  to  be  abolished, 
but  that  for  the  rest  the  mining  industry  is  to 
depend  upon  the  good  intentions  and  hearty 
good  wishes  of  the  Government.  That  is  all 
that  I  can  make  out.  As  to  the  question  of 
Railway  Boards,  I  will  not  at  present  discuss 
it.  Before  drawing  my  remarks  to  a  conclusion 
I  wish  to  say  that  the  present  Government, 
in  my  opinion,  occupies  a  very  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  the  House.  It  has  not  a  majority,  or 
anything  approaching  a  majority,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  as  its  supporters.  The  idea 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  terms  on 
which  he  should  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  is  that  he  is  the  lesser 
of  two  evils.  He  says,  "  I  know  I  am  not  in  a 
majority,  I  know  I  cannot  bring  down  proposals 
which  would  secure  the  support  of  a  majority ; 
but  I  am  willing  to  do  the  best  I  can :  and  you 
must  remember  if  you  do  not  have  Atkinson 
you  must  have  Vogel."  This  is  a  very  weak 
policy  on  which  to  base  the  claim  of  a 
Government.  I  say  nothing  of  the  want  of 
self-respect  shown  by  a  person  who  could 
act  on  such  a  policy.  For  myself,  I  should 
be  ashamed  of  such  a  thing.  But  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  this:  that  the  country  is  in 
this  position  at  the  present  time  :  that  it 
needs  a  strong  Government,  a  very  strong 
Government,  as  Victoria  did  in  1882-83,  when 
we  saw  what  enormous  effects  followed  upon 
a  strong  Government  coming  into  power. 
I  have  come  to  this  conclusion :  that,  putting 
questions  of  policy  on  one  side,  putting  per- 
sonal questions  on  one  side,  the  wants  of  the 
colony  can  only  be  served  by  a  very  strong 
Government.  A  Government  that  is  not  strong 
enough  to  candidly  tell  the  House  its  views 
upon  retrenchment,  its  views  upon  the  finances 
of  the  country,  or  its  views  upon  the  Customs 
tariff,  is  certainly  not  a  strong  Government; 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that,  until  a  stronger 
Government  is  formed  than  we  have  upon  the 
benches  at  present  —  and  honourable  gentle- 
men will  understand  I  am  not  referring  to  their 
ability — it  is  likely  we  shall  find,  as  is  the  case 
now,  that  all  their  proposals  are  mere  words. 
What  is  the  retrenchment?  It  is  in  the  air. 
The  tarifi-adjustment  is  neglected,  outrageous 
borrowing  is  to  go  on  for  revenue  purposes, 
local  finance  is  cast  into  chaotic  confusion,  a 
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new  loan  is  to  be  issued,  with  a  gnarajitee  based 
entirely  on  guesswork.  I  admit  that  the  State- 
ment IS  very  prettily  put,  and  contains  many 
pretty  points ;  but  they  are  more  than  neu- 
tralised by  the  real  evils  underlying  it. 

Foil  from  the  fount  of  joys'  delicious  springs 
Some  bitter  o'er  the  flowers  its  bubbling  venom 
flings. 

So  is  it  the  case  with  this  Statement.  The 
bitters  predominate,  and  maJce  it  wholly  un- 
satisfactory. I  have  detained  the  House  for 
a  long  while,  yet  I  feel  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  that  ought  to  have  been  said  that  I 
have  left  unsaid.  I  do  not,  however,  doubt 
that  during  the  course  of  this  debate  there 
will  be  yet  another  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing, and  in  the  meanwhile  I  will  thank  the 
House  for  the  kind  attention  which  it  has 

given  me. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  I  should  not  like  to  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  is  the 
weakest  he  has  ever  made — the  phrase  is  now  a 
little  musty;  but,  judged  by  the  amount  of 
enthusiasm  which  it  did  not  evoke,  one  may 
fairly  say  that  it  was  not  one  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  most  successful  efforts.  The  speech 
was  quite  characteristic  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  convolutes,  he  convolutes,  he 
oonvolutes,  and  then — ignotum  pro  magnifico  I 
Those  who  do  not  and  cannot  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman's  financial  abstru- 
sities will  go  out  into  the  lobbies  and  assure 
us  that  the  speech  was  a  most  wonderful 
deliverance.  I  do  not  intend  to  deal  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  financial  abstru- 
sities. If  I  did  so  my  honourable  friend 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  might  think  I  was 
trenching  upon  his  particular  domain.  Now, 
what  are  the  honourable  gentleman's  prin- 
cipal allegations  ?  The  first  is  that,  instead  of 
increasing  the  Customs  duties,  as  he  says  we 
ought  to  have  done,  we  put  increased  burdens 
upon  other  descriptions  of  taxable  property.  I 
answer  that  that  is  exactly  what  we  have 
done,  and  in  that  respect  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  bring  about  an  exact  reversal  of  the  policy 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends 
have  been  endeavouring  to  bring  into  existence 
during  the  past  three  years.  Then,  he  taunted 
us  with  having  attempted  to  mislead  the 
country  in  regard  to  our  retrenchment  pro- 
posals. The  late  Qovernment,  he  said,  in- 
tended to  initiate  a  policy  of  real  retrench- 
ment, but  that  our  retrenchments  were 
shams.  We  shall  have  something  more  to  say 
about  these  shams,  and  about  the  shams  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  too.  He  tells  us  that 
last  year  he  and  his  Government  retrenched 
to  the  extent  of  £100,000,  and  that  if  they  had 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  office  they  would 
have  effected  further  retrenchment  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £100,000  for  this  year.  Sir,  does  the 
honourable  gentleman  expect  to  be  able  to 
make  ^hese  statements  without  exciting  our 
special  wonder?  Were  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  in  office  for 
a  period  of  three  years?  And  what  was 
the  result  of  their  financial  administration? 
W^hy,    they    increased   the   cost   of    govern- 


ment in  New  Zealand  at  the  rate  of  £100,000 
a  year ;  and  when  they  left  office  —  including 
their  financial  proposals  for  the  present  year 
—  the  cost  of  government  in  four 'years  had 
increased  by  a  total  of  £400,000.  Where  theii 
were  the  honourable  gentleman's  retrench- 
ments? Why,  Sir,  there  never  were  more 
preposterous  "shams."  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  so  indiscreet  as  to  use 
the  word  **  trick" — certainly  a  very  remark- 
able word  to  come  from  "  the  king  of  tricks." 
Me  spoke  of  the  "  trick  "  employed  in  showing 
how  our  retrenchments  were  to  be  effected. 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  must  have 
been  a  little  wounded  in  feeling  when  he 
used  the  word — wounded  by  our  having  brought 
down  a  Financial  Statement  invulnerable  to 
attack.  The  situation  was  new  to  him.  I  felt 
inclined  to  sympathize  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  for  he  was  evidently  inwardly  hurt. 
But,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  per- 
haps remember  how  Arminius  left  the  conver- 
sation, humming — the  incorrigible  man — the 
words, — 

I  remember  when  the  fight  was  done, 

And  telling  him  the  sovereign'st  thing  on  earth 

Was  parmaceti  for  an  inward  bruise. 

The  honourable  gentleman  suffers  from  an 
inward  bruise  ;  but  we  are  not  to  be  blamed  for 
that.  We  have  placed  before  the  country  a 
policy  which  he  cannot  in  any  sense  weaken  or 
break  down.  That  is  all.  Now,  Sir,  he  has 
again,  several  times  to-night,  reintroduced  those 
objectionable  references  to  my  honourable  friend 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  which  surely,  in  the 
light  of  recent  experiences,  we  ought  never  to 
have  heard  again.  He  said  my  honourable 
friend  was  "unable  to  understand  the  intri- 
cacies of  finance,"  and  in  another  part  of  his 
speech  he  applied  to  my  honourable  friend 
the  word  "  childish."  Sir,  this  is  an  exact 
repetition  of  the  ridiculous  position  taken  up 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  came 
into  the  House  in  1884,  when  he  called  my 
honourable  friend  "  a  babe  in  finance."  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  the  presumptuous 
about  all  this.  Now,  the  real  test  of  my 
honourable  friend's  ability  is  the  estimate 
in  which  he  is  held  by  the  financiers  of  the 
Old  Country,  for  the  estimate  in  which  our 
financiers  are  held  there  is  shown  by  that 
monetary  barometer,  the  price  of  stocks  on 
the  London  market.  Now,  what  does  that 
barometer  show  ?  Up  to  1884,  the  year  in  which 
my  honourable  friend  the  Premier  left  office, 
we  had  had  four  years  of  deep  depression. 
The  colonists  had  borne  their  difficulties  with 
splendid  heroism,  great  as  those  difficulties 
were ;  and  the  people  in  England,  knowing  all 
the  difficulties  we  had  had  to  contend  with, 
and  the  severe  trial  through  which  we  were 
passing,  still  retained  their  confidence  in  those 
who  were  charged  with  the  administration  of 
the  country's  affairs.  And  what  was  the  price 
of  our  stock  then,  and  what  was  the  Home 
opinion  of  our  financiers  ?  These  figures,  taken 
from  the  Economistf  show  what  the  Home 
opinion  was : — 
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New  South  W&les 
Victoria 
Jfeyr  Zeal&nd 
Qaeensland  ... 
South  Australia 


July  5, 
1884. 


Aug.  9, 
1884. 


Sept.  6, 
1884. 


101  -102  102  -103  I  103H04) 

100^101}  102  -103  ,  l(»f-104 j 

100  -101  100  -101  I  103  -104 

09-100  lOO^lOU  102A-103i 

100  -101  101i-102i  103i-104| 


There  was  a  fluctuating-market  difference  of 
about  £1  between  the  three  highest  colonies. 
That  was  the  estimate  in  which  this  country 
and  its  stock  were  held  in  Londou,  when  my 
honourable  friend  left  office  in  1884.  And  now, 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  leaves  office,  what  reputation  do  we  bear 
in  London?  These  are  the  quotations  from 
Westgarth : — 

FouB  FEB  Cent.  Inscribed  Stock,  1887. 


Colony. 


New  Sth.  Wales 
West  Australia 

Victoria 

South  Australia 
Tasmania 
Queensland     ... 
New  Zealand  ... 


Price  per  jglOO  Bond. 


6  Mths. 
ago. 


107-108  110 -Ul 
10S§-104i  103  -105 


July  22. 


104-105 
100  -101 
100  -101 
100  -101 
97-98 


105^106i 
102  -103 
102-103 


Aug.  19.  Sept.  16. 


llOi-1105  110  -111 
103  -106   104  -106 
106i-106A  105^-106} 
102  -103 
102  -103 


104i-]04, 
102  -103 


101A-102i'10l2-102 
96-99  I  99-90i 


When  Major  Atkinson  left  office  in  1884,  as 
I  have  shown,  there  was  a  fluctuating-market 
difference'  of  about  £1  between  the  price  of 
New  South  Wales,  Victorian,  and  New  Zealand 
4  per  cent,  stock.  This  is  the  difference  when 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  leaves  office : — 


Colony. 

6  Mths. 
ago. 

July  22. 

Aug.  19. 

Sept.  16. 

New  Sth.  Wales 
New  Zealand  ... 

107-108 
97-98 

110-111 
98-99 

llOi-1103 
99-99i 

110-111 
99-99J 

Diff.  agst.  N.Z.  I 
p.  £100  bond   j 

£10 

£12 

£11  lOs. 

£11  10s. 

What  is  the  cause  of  this  ?  Have  we  not  had 
the  benefit  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  great 
financial  genius? — for  there  are  honourable 
members  who  would  wish  to  persuade  us  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  great  financial 
genius.  He  came  here*,  in  1884,  as  he  said, 
to  finance  us  out  of  our  difficulties ;  and,  in- 
stead of  financing  us  out  of  them,  this  is 
the  position  and  the  reputation  ho  has 
financed  us  into.  Sir,  let  us  for  ever  put 
an  end  to  all  such  nonsense.  Let  me  ask 
whether  we  are  any  longer  to  be  lectured  as 
we  have  been  lectured  to-night  by  an  honour- 
able gentleman  whose  financial  management 
has  brought  us  to  the  state  wo  are  in  now. 
Sir,  weak  as  the  Government  may  be,  weak  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  represent  it  to 
be,  I,  at  all  events,  will  answer  him  upon  this 
point  every  time  he  ventures  to  vaunt  his  own 
superiority.  Then,  he  perpetrated  what  I  sup- 
Jiff.  Fisher 


pose  I  must  regard  as  a  little  joke.  He  telU  ns 
this  is  leap-year — to  distinguish  it,  I  suppose, 
from  the  "  leap-cuid-bound  "  years — ^and  he  goes 
on  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  not  altedng 
the  tarifi  we  are  to  lose  a  large  amount  of  reve- 
nue this  year.  Sir,  I  deny  that.  I  say  that 
the  country  will  gain  by  there  being  none  of 
those  violent  upheavals  which  have  been  at- 
tempted during  the  past  three  years,  by  there 
being  introduced  none  of  that  unsettiement 
and  uncertainty  which  have  placed  trade 
under  the  most  difficult  and  most  disadvan- 
teigeous  conditions  for  a  very  long  time  past, 
and  by  there  being  no  attempt  made  at  present 
to  change  the  incidence  of  taxation,  except  to 
get  what  may  be  required  from  the  property- 
tax.  I  say  that,  by  the  feeling  of  stabihty  we 
have  given  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  by 
easing  the  minds  of  those  engaged  in  carrying 
on  its  trade  and  commerce,  we  have  conferrod  a 
benefit  upon  those  who  have  suffered  so  sererely 
during  the  past  three  years  from  the  doubt  and 
difficulty  arising  from  the  constant  dread  re- 
sulting from  the  honourable  gentleman's  mis- 
chievous interference  with  the  conditions  under 
which  trade  is  ordinarily  carried  on.  But,  JSir, 
is  it  in  any  way  surprising  that  the  honourable 
gentlemaji  should  oppose  this  or  any  other 
policy  introduced  by  us  or  by  any  other  persons  ? 
No,  it  is  not  surprising.  For  this  reason :  It 
is  impossible  to  restrain  his  craving  for  office. 
He  has  lived  in  office  all  his  political  life,  and 
if  he  could  he  would  remain  there  to  the  end 
of  his  days.  Lord  Chatham  had  the  same 
craving,  and  a  satirist  of  the  eighteenth  century 
makes  him  apostrophize  in  this  way  : — 

The  nation  knows 
My  maxim  ever  was— Oppose ; 
And,  be  the  Minister  who  will, 
My  maxim  is,  Oppose  him,  still. 


For,  though  to  Britain  necessary, 
'Tis  good  for  me  that  all  miscarry. 
Excepting  one :  I  need  not  name  him— 
Envy  herself  would  blush  to  blame  him. 

Substitute  "New  Zealand"  for  "Britain," 
and  the  comparison  is  perfect.  For  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  present  situation  is 
no  doubt  complex,  but  it  resolves  itself  into  one 
broad  and  simple  fact — the  fact  that  he  is  out. 
But,  Sir,  surely  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
occupied  office  long  enough  in  this  country  to 
have  done  it  some  good,  if  he  ever  had  the  desire 
or  the  power  to  do  it  any  good ;  but  the  country 
itself,  which  is  as  good  a  judge  of  these  things 
as  he  is,  knows  it  is  time  there  was  a  change  in 
the  administration  of  the  country's  affairs.  I 
need  not  touch  upon  the  question  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  The  relation  of  that  mystery  is  an  oft- 
told  tale.  The  honourable  gentleman,  with 
painful  iteration,  wasted  time  in  describing  the 
management  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  if  we  had 
never  heard  the  weary  tale  before.  Then,  Sir, 
there  was  no  allusion  to  those  points  in  our 
policy  the  principal  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  colony  ;  nor  was  there  any  men- 
tion of  the  fact  that,  amid  all  the  difficulties  of 
our  retrenchment  scheme,  we  have  laid  down 
the  principle  that  the  wages  of  working-men 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government  shall  not  be 
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touched,  and  that  salaries  of  £150  and  under 
shall  not  be  subject  to  reduction.  Does  not 
that  show  that  we  have  evinced  the  strongest 
desire  not  to  inflict  hardship  or  inconvenience 
npon  those  in  receipt  of  wages  and  small 
Balaiies  7  The  honourable  gentleman  then 
made  a  most  extraordinary  statement.  He 
said  he  had  saved  the  colony  three-quarters  of 
a  million  of  taxation  during  the  last  three 
years.  How  on  earth  did  he  save  it  ?  Why, 
Sir,  the  credit  of  having  prevented  that  amount 
of  taxation  being  put  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  already  over-burdened  taxpayers  of  this 
colony  belongs  entirely  to  the  late  Opposition. 
Do  I  dream,  or  did  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  1885,  propose  to  put  upon  the  working- 
classes  of  this  country,  through  the  Customs, 
additional  taxation  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  money?  And  who  prevented 
him  doing  it  ?  The  Opposition.  He  repeated 
exactly  the  same  proposal  in  1887.  Again, 
who  stopped  him  ?  The  Opposition.  And  now 
he  has  the  temerity  to  tell  us  in  this  House 
that  he  it  was  who  prevented  three-quarters  of  a 
million  of  taxation  oeing  put  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  working-classes.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  reading  history  upside  down.  If  his 
Crovemment  had  had  any  real  desire  to  save  the 
country  from  the  imposition  of  fresh  taxation 
they  could  have  done  it.  But,  instead  of  doing 
it,  what  have  the}'  done  ?  To  whom  is  duo  the 
credit  of  putting  the  country  to  the  cost  of  a 
second  session  this  year  ?  The  representation 
made  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  as  a  rea- 
son for  granting  a  dissolution  was  that  the 
Government  had  had  no  opportunity  of  placing 
their  policy  before  the  country.  They  had  no 
policy,  to  begin  with.  But,  still,  they  seriously 
and  officially  represented  to  the  Governor  that 
the  country  was  in  favour  of  their  "policy;" 
and,  while  they  were  making  that  statement  to 
His  Excellency,  the  Premier  was  writing  a 
letter  to  the  Agent-General  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  Government  had  no  hope  of  being  re- 
turned with  a  majority  at  all.  Yet,  in  the  face 
of  this  latter  statement — a  statement  which 
really  and  truly  expressed  their  own  inward 
convictions,  and  the  convictions  of  the  coun- 
try too  —  they  plunged  the  country  into  an 
expenditure  of  £30,000  for  a  second  session, 
which  would  for  six  years  have  paid  the 
salary  of  one  of  those  flrst-class  Governors 
of  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  has  in- 
formed us  so  much  to-night.  These  be  your 
patriots,  O  Israel !  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  re- 
duction in  the  salaries  of  Ministers  is  exces- 
sive. Viewed  from  one  point,  the  reduction  is 
excessive ;  but  why  is  it  made  ?  It  is  an  honest 
and  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
to  assist  in  lifting  the  country  out  of  its  diffi- 
culties, and  to  set  an  example  which  kills  all 
cavillers.  It  puts  us,  too,  in  the  position  of 
approaching  all  other  reductions  with  perfectly 
clear  consciences.  There  are,  no  douot,  some 
members  in  this  House,  and  there  may  be 
many  people  in  the  countoy,  who  may  say  that 
£800  is  a  sufficient  salary  for  some  of  us ;  but 
what  can  they  say  when  they  see  a  man  of  the 


standing  of  my  honourable  friend  the  Premier 
consenting  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Premier  of  this  country  for  a  salary  of 
£1,000  a  year,  and  a  man  of  the  standing  of 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  accepting  office  at 
£800  ?  Why,  those  gentlemen  have,  as  I  say, 
determined  to  concede  something  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  country,  and  are  entitled  to  receive, 
as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  receive  from  the 
people  in  every  part  of  the  land,  the  highest 
credit  for  having  attempted  in  this  way  to  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  country  in  its  time  of 
greatest  need.  The  honourable  gentleman  made 
a  reference  to  the  advantages  which  he  supposed 
would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  plan  that 
only  four  Ministers  should  reside  in  Welling- 
ton, and  that  the  other  three  should  reside  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  And  he  made  some 
altogether  unworthy  remarks  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  people  of  Wellington  objecting  to 
the  plan,  on  account  of  the  paltry  amount  of 
expenditure  which  would  be  withdrawn  from 
Wellington  if  any  of  the  Ministers  resided  else- 
where. The  remarks  were  really  undeserving 
of  attention.  But  the  experiment  has  already 
been  tried.  Has  the  honourable  gentleman 
forgotten  that  the  proprietor  of  one  of  those  in- 
fluential journals  to  which  he  is  so  very  fond  of 
referring  us  was  once  Resident  Minister  for  the 
Middle  Island  ?  And  is  he  aware  that  the  ex- 
periment was  not  a  success  ?  I  do  not  desire 
to  reflect  in  any  way  upon  the  gentleman  who 
filled  that  position.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
after  a  very  short  trial  the  plan  was  abandoned. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the 
reduction  of  the  honorarium  of  members  of  the 
Lower  House  should  only  exist  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  I  may  or  may  not  agree  with  him 
there ;  but  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  looked 
upon  the  reduction  as  indicating  a  desire  to 
make  the  Upper  House  more  important  than 
the  Lower  House.  What  did  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  by  that  ?  What  possible  con- 
nection is  there  between  the  two  things?  Is 
it,  or  is  it  not,  admitted  that  we  should  every- 
where retrench?  And,  if  that  is  admitted,  I 
ask,  should  not  the  members  of  this  House 
assist  in  setting  that  great  example  which  is 
to  make  the  business  of  retrenchment  more 
easy  of  accomplishment  ?  I  do  not  say  that  the 
amount  should  be  permanently  reduced,  but  I 
cannot  see  how  the  reduction  is  to  have  the 
eflect  of  mcJcing  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature more  important  than  this  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  he  advocates  the 
payment  of  members — and  he  was  especially 
emphatic  on  this  point — because  he  believes 
that  if  our  members  are  not  paid  our  demo- 
cracy is  in  danger.  Can  it  be  true  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  turned  Democrat? 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  'he  had  de- 
scribed himself  to  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Council  of  Auckland  as  a  Conservative-Liberal — 
whatever  that  may  be — ^just  as,  when  he  touches 
on  the  question  of  Free-trade  and  Protection, 
he  calls  himself  a  Protectionist  Free-trader. 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  always  succeeds 
in  hitting  the  unhappy  mean.  Did  he  dwell 
in  these  fervid  tones  on  the  danger  of  "our 
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democracy  "  when  he  stood  in  the  Conservative 
interest  for  the  constituency  of  Falmouth? 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  Where  was  his  anxiety  about 
*•  our  democracy"  then  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man forgets  his  history  altogether.  As  to  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House,  I  say  that,  if  Parliament  itself  is  to  be 
sincere  in  carrying  out  such  reforms  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  demand,  it  should, 
as  a  first  step,  reduce  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers.— (No.) — I  say  it  should  do  so.  I  say  that 
a  Parliament  of  seventy  members  is  quite  large 
enough  to  legislate  for  half  a  million  of  people. 
Even  with  that  number  we  should  be  as  well 
represented  in  proportion  to  population  as  any 
of  the  principal  Australian  Colonies.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  reference  to  the 
travelling-expenses,  said  his  Government  had 
made  considerable  savings.  If  that  is  true,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  the  travelling-expenses  of  the 
past  must  indeed  have  been  prodigious.  What 
are  they  now  ?  They  amount  to  no  less  than 
£57,000  !  I  say  it  is  monstrous  that  we  should 
spend  so  large  a  sum  for  the  travelling  expenses 
of  heads  of  departments  and  all  classes  of  Civil 
servants,  and  the  sooner  these  travelling  ex- 
penses are  very  considerably  cut  down  the  better. 
Now,  I  do  not  propose  to  touch  the  question 
of  subsidies,  because  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I 
presume,  will  deal  with  that  question  himself. 
I  have  only  to  say  that  I  regard  the  system  as 
vicious  in  principle.  I  have  advocated  that 
view  for  years  past :  and  there  is  high  autho- 
rity for  the  opinion,  for  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  1881, 
speaking  of  the  abolition  of  aid  to  local  bodies, 
said  "  it  would  confer  a  much  stronger  sense  of 
responsibility  and  secure  a  much  closer  atten- 
tion than  would  be  the  case  under  the  slippery 
and  perilous  idea  that  they  could  go  to  a 
central  source  to  borrow,  and  draw  upon  the 
nation."  I  think  the  sooner  these  subsidies 
are  discontinued  the  better.  What  position 
have  they  led  the  honourable  gentleman  into  ? 
In  1884  he  promised  the  local  bodies  what  he 
called  "  an  assured  finance,"  although  nobody 
could  ever  see  where  the  assured  finance  was 
to  come  from;  and  two  years  after  he  was 
compelled  to  cut  away  the  "  assured  finance  " 
in  a  very  humiliating  way,  which,  to  my  mind, 
was  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  fallacy  of  the 
whole  system.  I  come  now  to  the  education 
question.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  the 
coolness  to  complain  of  what  we  propose  to  do 
with  regard  to  the  capitation.  Sir,  did  he  not 
himself,  in  1884,  propose  to  abolish  the  capita- 
tion? and  did  he  not,  last  year,  begin  to  filch  it 
a  shilling  at  a  time,  without  any  one  knowing 
anything  about  it  ?  He  had  already  taken  off 
one  shilling,  and  we  now  propose  to  take  the  re- 
mainder. :  ^o  that,  instead  of  getting  £20,000,  we 
shall  only  get  £16,000,  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  already  taken  the  other  £4,000.  He 
next  argues  that  the  House  should  have  ample 
and  abundant  opportunities  to  express  its  opin- 
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ions  upon  this  question.  Sir,  the  Hoose  ex- 
pressed its  opinion  on  the  question  many  years 
ago,  when,  in  1877,  it  decided  that  the  statutory 
capitation  should  be  £3  15s.  In  the  earlier 
years  of  the  system,  and  when  the  country  had 
more  money  at  its  disposal  than  it  has  now, 
Parliajnent  increased  the  amount  to  i^,  by 
making  a  5s.  annual  grant-in-aid ;  and  it  did 
that  for  this  reason:  that  in  some  provincial 
districts  the  school  system  had  been  carried  on 
upon  a  somewhat  affluent  scale,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  increase  the  statutory  capitation 
in  order  to  avoid  anything  like  a  violent  VTrench 
to  the  school  systems  of  those  districts ;  but 
there  were  other  districts  where  the  Bduca- 
tion  Boards  never  had  been  in  afiluent  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  those  districts  the  school 
system  had  been  much  more  economically  con- 
ducted. But  in  paying  over  the  5s.  capitation 
allowance  all  districts  were  treated  with  nni- 
formity,  and  so  a  number  of  districts  which 
really  did  not  require  the  5s.  were  compelled, 
nolens,  voUns,  to  take  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  gone 
through  all  available  statistics  relating  to  the 
cost  of  education  in  other  countries,  and  I  con- 
fess it  is  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  tasks 
I  ever  undertook,  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
arriving  at  any  uniform  basis  of  cost,  **  main- 
tenance "  covering  so  many  different  items  of 
expenditure  in  different  countries.  For  pur- 
poses of  comparison  I  find  eveiy  education 
system  defective  in  this  respect.  They  are  all 
weak  on  the  financial  side — that  is  to  say,  it 
is  difficult  to  state  the  comparison  with  exact- 
ness ;  but  some  day,  when  you  get  a  Minister 
of  Education  who,  in  addition  to  being  an  edu- 
cational enthusiast,  is  at  the  same  time  a  man 
of  business,  I  am  sure  you  will  get  an  educa- 
tion system  sufficient  for  all  our  wants  at 
a  much-reduced  cost.  The  system  must  be 
analysed  more  keenly  than  at  present,  and,  if 
time  only  be  given,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  proved 
that  the  amount  of  reduction  we  propose  will 
not  weaken  the  system  at  all.  I  undertake  to 
say  that  the  system  will  be  strengthened,  in  the 
respect  that  wo  shall  be  able  to  obliterate  the 
rapidly-growing  feeling  that  it  is  too  costly. 
In  that  feeling  there  lurks  danger  to  the  sys- 
tem itself.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  desirable  to 
show  what  the  cost  of  our  system  is  as  com- 
pared with  the  education  systems  of  the  Colo- 
nies of  Victoria  and  New  South  WaJes,  and 
I  have  put  the  figures  in  this  form  becanse  the 
"  per  head  "  or  "  per  child  "  argument  does 
not,  I  think,  convey  a  correct  idea  of  what  the 
system  is  costing  relatively  to  our  means. 
Educational  theorists  put  their  views  of  the 
cost  in  their  own  way.  I  wish  to  put  my  view 
of  the  cost  in  my  own  way.  In  addition  to 
knowing  what  we  pay,  we  want  to  know  what 
we  can  afford  to  pay.  Well,  this  table  shows 
what  we  pay,  and  it  also  shows  what  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales  pay : — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.] 


Firuincial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


247 


Colony. 


Population. 


Bevenue, 

1886-87. 


Cost  of 

Primary 

Education. 


Bevenue 
per  Head 

of 
Popula- 
tion. 


Cost  of 

Primary 

Education 

per  Head  of 

Population. 


Proportion  of 

Cost  of  Primary 

Education  out 

of  each  £100  of 

Bevenue. 


New  South  Wales  . . 

Victoria 

New  Zealand 


1,030,762 
1,033,052 

678,482 


£ 
7,594,300 
6,906,706 
3,882,428 


£ 
591,246 
583,856 
481,609 


£   B.  d. 

7     7  4 

6  13  9 

6  14  3 


£   B.  d. 

0  11  5 

0  11  4 

0  14  11 


£    8.  d. 

7  14  0 

8  9  1 
11     2  0 


There  it  is  seen  that  New  Zealand  pays  £11  28. 
out  of  every  £100  of  income,  while  New  South 
Wales  only  pays  £7  14s. ;  and  the  New  South 
Wales  education  system,  I  assure  the  House, 
is  not  in  any  respect  inferior  to  that  of  New 
Zealand.  So  that  New  South  Wales,  with 
twice  our  revenue — twice  the  ability  to  pay — 
pays  nearly  50  per  cent,  less  per  £100  of  income 
for  its  educational  system. 

Hon.  Members. — Bead  the  comparative  cost 
per  head. 

Mr.  FISHER.-— I  will  read  the  figures  given 
in  the  education  paper  laid  on  the  table  this 
session,  if  the  House  wishes  it.  I  did  not  read 
them  before,  for  the  reason  already  given,  that 
the  figures  do  not  show  in  each  case  exactly 
what  they  cover.    However,  here  they  are  : — 


Com- 

Comparison 

Are 

Country. 

pulsory 

of  Cost  on 

Pees 

Age- 

average 

JPupils? 

limit. 

Attendance. 

£  8.   d. 

New  South  Wales  ... 

6-14 

4  16    8 

Yes. 

Qaeeuslaud 
victoiia      

&-12 

4    8    0 

No. 

G-15 

4    3    9i 

No. 

South  Australia     ... 

7-13 

4  1  r 

Yes. 

New  Zealand 

7-13 

4    3    3 

No. 

Canada  (Ontario)   ... 

7-13 

2  14    9 

No. 

England  and  Wales 

5-13 

2    6    4 

Yes. 

Now,  upon  examining  this  table  two  things 
will  be  observed.  In  two  countries  the  cost  is 
very  much  lower  than  the  cost  in  New  Zea- 
land ;  and  in  three  countries  the  pupils  pay  fees, 
which  very  much  reduces  the  cost  of  the  sys- 
tem to  the  State.  For  instance,  in  New  South 
Wales  ea.ch  pupil  pays  a  fee  of  3d.,  and  last 
year  the  fees  so  paid  amounted  to  no  less  a 
sum  than  £63,164.  So  that  the  figures  in 
their  naked  form  as  they  stand  in  the  table 
do  not  furnish  an  accurate  comparison.  I  have 
spoken  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  comparison. 
Let  me  for  one  moment  dwell  upon  that  difii- 
culty,  and  illustrate  it  further.  The  figures  in 
the  table  just  quoted,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
are  taken  from  the  education  paper  prepared 
by  Mr.  Habens,  the  Inspector  -  General  of 
Schools.  The  same  paper  contains  this  para- 
graph:— 

"  The  figures  that  follow  are  taken  from  the 
•  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation '  for  1885-86.  The  cost  of  *  maintenance ' 
— 'i.e.,  salaries  of  teachers,  books,  repairs  of 
furniture  and  buildings,  lighting,  and  warming ' 
(p.  xxxiv.) — ^is  stated  at  page  xxxviii.  The  cost 
in  Board  schools  is  as  follows :  In  London, 
£8  7s.  lOfd. ;  in  England,  including  London, 
£2  6b.  2^. ;  in  England  and  Wales,  £2  5s.  4d. ; 


in  England,  excluding  London,  £1  18s.  6d. ;  in 
Wales,  £1  15s.  QJd.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  the  voluntary  schools  are  —  £2  2s.  3f d. ; 
£1  158.  lOjd. ;  £1  15s.  Q^d. ;  £1  15s.  4Jd. ; 
£1  13s.  These  figures  are  to  be  compared  with 
£3  16s.  8d.  for  New  Zealand." 

I  leave  the  paragraph,  coupled  with  the 
table  above,  to  explain  itself.  Then,  again, 
in  England  the  schools  arc  maintained  by 
grants  from  the  State,  by  fees,  and  by  rates 
upon  the  school  district,  —  the  school  rate 
in  the  London  metropolitan  district  being  as 
high  as  8}d.  These  varied  conditions,  I  say, 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  make  any  accu- 
rate comparison  between  the  cost  of  the  school 
system  of  one  country  and  the  system  of 
another.  But  let  me  ask  what  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  would  say  if  they  had  to  pay 
school  fees  as  in  New  South  Wales  and  South 
Australia,  or  if  they  were  rated  to  maintain 
their  schools  as  in  the  case  of  England.  Next, 
it  is  said  that  our  system  is  costly  because  we 
educate  more  children  in  proportion  to  popula- 
tion than  do  the  adjoining  colonies.  I  do  not 
find  that  that  is  so.  Upon  examining  the 
figures  supplied  in  the  reports  of  the  Edu- 
cation Departments  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria  for  the  year  1886,  which  have  just 
come  to  hand,  I  find  the  number  of  schools 
and  the  average  number  of  children  in  attend- 
ance to  be, — 


1886. 
New  South  Wales 
New  Zealand 
Victoria 


Number 

of  Schools. 

2,170 

1,117 

1,846 


Average 
Attendance. 
.   105,538 
.     80,028 
.   123,550 


So  that,  in  proportion  to  population,  the  dis- 
parity is  not,  after  all,  very  great. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Make  a  comparison  of  the 
number  of  children  attending  the  schools. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  thought  I  had  just  made 
the  comparison;  but  really,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  as  many  comparisons  as 
I  have  made  during  the  last  three  weeks  he 
would  not  ask  me  to  make  any  more.  That 
disposes  of  all  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
education  question.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  affected  to  be 
excessively  indignant  when  he  said  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  would  be  curs  and  cowards 
if  they  did  not  demand  particulars  in  regard  to 
every  proposed  reduction  in  the  expenditure. 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  need  not  undergo 
any  uneasiness  on  that  point,  for  when  the 
proper  time  arrives  the  Government  will  under- 
take to  explain  every  specific  line  of  reduction 
indicated  in  the  Financial  Statement.  That 
ought  to  be  enough  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man.  I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  hy  re- 
ferring to  our  violation  of  constitutional 
principles,  and  his  insistance  that  the  House 
should  maintain  its  control  over  the  public 
purse.  These  references,  coming  from  the 
honourable  gentleman,  were  most  unfortunate, 
when  one  remembers  the  very  heated  dis- 
cussions that  took  place  in  this  House  last 
session  in  regard  to  the  utterly  illegal  expendi- 
ture of  his  Government  upon  some  of  their 
very  peculiar  village-settlements.  Surely  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  one  of  the 
last  persons  in  the  world  to  say  anything  about 
-the  right  of  Parliament  to  control  the  public 
purse.  It  was  said  the  regulations  under  which 
the  expenditure  was  incurred  gave  the  neces- 
sary authority  to  incur  the  expenditure.  Why, 
those  very  regulations  stated  that  any  expendi- 
ture incurred  upon  village  settlements  should 
only  come  out  of  moneys  voted  by  Parliament 
for  the  purpose.  Where  was  the  authority  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  £62,000? 

An  Hon.  Member. — lb  has  not  been  spent 
vet. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — Sir,  wo  are  met  with  the 
Philadelphia-lawyer  quibble  that  the  money  is 
not  spent.    Will  it  have  to  bo  paid  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — When  the  work  is  done  ; 
not  before. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  money  will  have  to  be 
paid  whether  the  work  is  done  or  not.  But 
that  is  not  my  point.  I  was  calling  attention 
to  the  laughable  novelty  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ciu'istcliurch  North  appealing  to 
the  House  to  be  careful  to  retain  its  control 
over  the  public  purse.  Sir,  I  sincerely  trust  the 
House  will  cling  resolutely  to  its  right  to  control 
the  public  purse ;  I,  at  all  events,  will  be  one  of 
the  last  to  deviate  from  that  principle.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  raised  a  number  of 
objections  to  the  proposed  Railway  and  Civil 
Service  Boards.  He  assured  us  that  the  Rail- 
way Board  of  Victoria  had  not  proved  success- 
ful. Sir,  the  universal  testimony  of  persons 
who  understand  the  question  is  that  the  Vic- 
torian Railway  Board  is  an  unqualified  success. 
Recently  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  who  had  been  a 
pronounced  opponent  of  the  system,  went  to 
Victoria  specially  to  inquire  into  its  practical 
working,  and  he  was  so  satisfied  of  its  success 
that  he  went  back  to  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  and  introduced  a  Bill  to  consti- 
tute a  Board  similar  to  the  Victorian  Board. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  the  Windsor 
railway  accident  and  the  £320,000  of  compen- 
sation ? 

Mr.  FISHER. — Accidents  happen  in  the  best- 
regulated  families.  As  to  the  Civil  Service 
Board,  one  of  its  greatest  recommendations,  to 
my  mind,  is  that  it  will  take  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Government  all  power  to  exercise  political 
patronage  ;  and  I  undertake  to  say  that,  when 
we  get  a  well-constituted  Civil  Service  Board  in 
good  working  order,  the  country  and  the  Civil 
servants  themselves  will  derive  great  advantage 
from  its  existence.  I  am  satisfied  of  this,  also, 
from  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
workir.^,'  of  the  Civil  Service  Board  in  Victoria. 
Now  as  to  the  loan  proposals,  and  the  mis- 
Mr.  Fisher 


representation  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  had  been  resorted  to  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  interest  to  be  paid.  Sir,  I  have 
been  a  strong  opponent  of  the  raising  of  any 
further  loans  by  this  colony,  and  I  desire  to  ex- 
press my  entire  agreement  with  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  stated  to  me  in  the  lobby  that 
our  whole  policy  would  have  been  more  heroic 
if  we  had  left  out  the  proposal  to  raise  a  fresh 
loan ;  but,  knowing  what  I  now  know  of  the 
condition  of  the  country's  finances,  I  think  a 
loan  is  unavoidable.  I  say  that  the  way  in 
which  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition  has 
been  conducting  the  country's  finance  for 
some  time  past  has  made  a  loan  inevitable. 
I  have  not  been  brought  to  this  conclusion 
by  the  influences  of  persons  interested  in 
borrowing.  I  have  been  persuaded  only  by 
the  imperative  necessity  of  saving  the  credit 
of  the  colony ;  and  I  say  there  was  a  serious 
danger  of  that  credit  being  jeopardised.  Sir, 
could  anybody  suppress  a  smile  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  the  whole 
purpose  of  the  Budget  was  to  enable  us  to  con- 
tinue to  live  on  borrowed  money !  Surely  that 
little  coruscation  must  have  been  intended  to 
rank  as  one  of  the  mild  jokes  with  which  the 
honourable  gentleman's  laboured  speech  was 
burdened.  As  to  living  on  borrowed  money, 
this  is  the  first  time  during  the  past  four 
years  that  this  country  has  made  an  honest 
effort  to  live  within  its  means.  And,  whether 
that  is  recognised  by  the  House  or  not — of 
course  the  time  will  come  to  prove  that — I  say 
that  it  has  met  with  the  unqualified  approval 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  However  strong 
the  Government  may  be  in  the  House,  I  am 
sure  it  is  very  much  stronger  in  the  country. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  the 
Government  was  a  weak  Government  because 
it  contained  so  many  young  and  inexperienced 
men.  That  was  the  purport  of  his  remarks. 
But  what  was  the  feeling  expressed  in  the  voice 
of  the  people  ?  It  was  this  :  that  we  had  had 
enough  of  the  "old  stagers."  Was  not  its  de- 
mand that,  provided  you  could  get  capable 
men,  they  should  be  new  men,  and  that  those 
who  created  the  *'  Continuous  Ministry/'  of 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  is 
the  head  and  front,  should  not  be  allowed  to 
retain  office  any  longer?  And  where  are  they 
now  ?  In  the  land  of  shades.  Really,  I  thought 
I  detected  a  peculiarly  dismal  and  discordant 
tone  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  voice  when 
I  heard  him  to-night  try  to  sing  the  *'  Liberal " 
song  away  out  in.  that  foreign  land  over  there. 
Why,  if  it  were  at  all  possible  to  take  a  plebi- 
scite of  the  people  on  the  question  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  allowed  to 
come  back  to  ofiice,  I  am  confident  he  would 
be  beaten  by  two  to  one.  Before  I  conclude  I 
wish  to  call  particular  and  pointed  attention  to 
one  remark  of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and 
I  call  attention  to  it  in  all  seriousness.  He 
said  his  remarks  were  quite  impartial.  And 
the  House  laughed.  Now,  let  us  view  that 
matter  in  a  serious  and  earnest  mood.  I  think 
the  time  has  come  when  the  views  and  the 
votes  of   every  member   of   this   Legislature 
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ahonld  be  impartiaUy  given.  The  condition  of 
the  conntry  surely  is  sufficiently  serious  to 
demand  that.  By  his  laugh  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans  appears  to  think  that 
only  members  of  the  Opposition  can  be  impar- 
tial. Sir,  there  never  was  a  time  in  the  history 
of  this  country  when  so  great  a  call  was  made 
npcn  the  highest  and  noblest  services  which 
her  public  men  are  capable  of  rendering.  I 
have  had  something  to  do  in  the  past  with  the 
poblic  bodies  of  the  country,  but  never  in  all 
my  experience  have  I  had  to  face  such  a  diffi- 
oulty  as  stands  before  us  now.  I  have  been 
admitted  behind  the  scenes,  and  I  know  some- 
thing of  the  dangers  which  lie  ahead  of  us. 
Every  man  of  every  party  should  know  that 
this  is  no  time  for  indulgence  in  factious  poli- 
tics. Every  man  of  every  party  should  feel 
impelled,  like  Hercules'  wagoner,  to  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel ;  for,  if  ever  there  vCas  a 
time  when  party  politics  should  be  subordi- 
nated to  tho  public  interest,  now  is  that  cime. 
Sir,  I  could  wish  that  members  of  all  parties 
in  this  House  would  say  to  each  other  as  Aris- 
tides  said  to  Themistocles  before  the  battle  of 
Salamis :  "  You  and  I,  Themistocles,  if  we 
are  wise,  shall  now  bid  adieu  to  our  vain  and 
childish  disputes,  and  enter  upon  a  nobler  and 
more  salutary  contention,  striving  which  shall 
contribute  most  to  the  preservation  of  Greece — 
you  in  doing  the  duty  of  a  general,  and  I  in 
assisting  vou  with  my  service  and  advice." 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— The  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation was  good  enough  to  say  that  party 
politics  should  be  discussed  with  rigid  impar- 
tiality, that  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
should  give  their  assistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  all  parties  should  work  together 
with  the  unanimity  that  Aristidcs  recom- 
mended on  the  eve  of  a  groat  battle.  That 
is  what  the  Opposition  intend  to  do.  They 
intend  to  exercise  a  most  rigid  impartiality, 
and,  although  we  do  not  hope  to  reach  the 
altitude  of  Aristides,  we  will  endeavour  to  fol- 
low the  example  set  by  so  distinguished  a 
man.  The  Minister  of  Education  has  posed 
as  the  great  Badical  of  the  Government,  and 
he  wished  to  obtain  from  the  House  and 
from  the  country  credit  for  the  way  in  which 
he  had  opposed  the  owners  of  property  in 
this  country.  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  sen- 
timent expressed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  consistency  requires  that  we  shall 
have  such  a  sentiment  expressed  by  every 
member  of  the  Government;  and,  instead  of 
having  on  those  benches  the  representatives 
of  the  holders  of  property,  wo  shall  have  the 
most  Badical  Government  of  the  day — that  is,  if 
the  views  of  the  Minister  of  Education  should 
be  indorsed  generally  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
men on  those  benches.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man took  credit  for  increasing  the  property-tax, 
and  distinctly  claimed  credit  for  not  interfer- 
ing with  the  Customs  or  putting  taxation  on  the 
masses  of  the  people  through  the  Customhouse. 
I  could  have  imagined  that  the  Opposition  had 
been  successful  in  the  country,  had  gone  on  those 
benches,  and  were  carrying  out  a  democratic 
policy.    I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member 


has  traversed  properly  the  speech  of  the  late 
Treasurer.  The  honourable  gentleman's  speech 
has  not  been  one  dealing  in  a  true  spirit,  and 
comprehensively,  with  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  to-night. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  the  late 
Government  had  increased  the  cost  of  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  country  by  £100,000.  Does 
ho  include  in  that  the  amount  required  for  in- 
terest on  public  debt  ?  That  is  a  question  of 
policy,  and  the  public- works  expenditure  is  not 
for  carrying  on  the  government  of  the  country. 
Moreover,  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  making 
a  personal  attack  on  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  compared  the  price 
of  the  securities  of  New  South  Wales  with 
that  of  the  securities  of  New  Zealand.  The 
comparison  was  not  at  all  a  just  one,  for 
this  reason :  that  the  bonds  of  New  South 
Wales  were  higher  than  the  bonds  of  New 
Zealand  when  the  member  for  Christchurch 
North  was  not  in  this  country.  During  the 
whole  of  the  years  that  the  Premier  sat  on 
those  benches  tho  securities  of  New  South 
Wales  were  quoted  at  a  higher  price  in  the 
English  market  than  the  securities  of  New 
Zealand. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  what  you  have 
said  ;  but  how  much  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— The  bohds  of  New  South 
Wales  were  always  quoted  at  a  higher  price 
than  those  of  New  Zealand,  for  reasons  which 
do  not  apply  to  this  colony.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  they  would  not  touch  the 
wages  of  a  working-man.  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  that  they  have  touched  the  wages  of  the 
working-man,  and  that  they  have  touched  it  in 
a  most  vital  point — that  is,  in  the  matter  of 
education.  The  question  of  touching  the  wages 
of  the  working-man  is  a  question  that  involves 
the  whole  field  of  policy,  because  I  believe 
the  nature  of  their  policy  is  such  that  the 
wages  of  every  working-man  will  be  touched  by 
that  policy.  It  is  quite  true  they  may  say, 
"  We  will  not  make  our  reductions  uniform,  as 
in  1879 ;"  yet  I  believe  they  will  do  something 
of  the  same  kind  as  was  done  in  1879.  The 
honourable  gentleman  entirely  misunderstands 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
in  regard  to  tho  savings  he  had  effected.  He 
did  not  say  he  had  saved  £750,000  in  three 
years  in  retrenchment ;  he  said  he  had  saved 
that  money  in  three  years  by  one  operation,  the 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  With  regard 
to  the  appeal  to  the  country,  the  honourable 
gentleman  seems  to  me  to  have  also  misrepre- 
sented him  there.  He  asks,  What  has  the  cost 
to  the  country  been  ?  I  would  point  out,  how- 
ever, that  there  must  have  been  during  the  year 
a  dissolution;  and  therefore  the  honourable 
member  has  entirely  misrepresented  that  point. 
Further,  he  has  ignored  a  contradiction  which 
has  been  made  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  to  the  con- 
struction put  upon  his  letter  to  Sir  Dillon  Bell, 
who  expressly  stated  that  that  letter  would  not 
bear  the  sense  implied,  and  he  stated  that  he 
had  said  nothing  of  the  kind  that  had  been  im- 
puted to  him,  and  he  published  an  express  and 
implicit  contradiction. 
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Mr.  FISHEB. — He  gave  two  interpretations 
of  the  letter,  one  of  which  contradicted  the 
other. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  do  not  know  that  he 
gave  two  interpretations ;  I  saw  only  one.  An 
honourable  gentleman  did  give  a  hypothetical 
explanation ;  but  Sir  Bobert  Stout  only  gave  one 
explanation,  and  he  said  he  had  never  said  what 
was  attributed  to  him.  Then,  we  come  to  the 
question  of  the  Ministerial  salaries,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  two  of  his  colleagues 
are  performing  a  noble  sacrifice  in  accepting  so 
small  a  salary  for  their  ser\4ces.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  deny  that  they  are  making  a  great 
sacrifice,  and  I  think  that  the  Premier  is  taking 
a  sum  on  which  it  is  not  possible  ho  can 
properly  maintain  his  position.  The  Ministry 
should  take  the  salary  which  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
country  without  placing  the  government,  on 
the  one  hand,  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy,  and, 
on  the  other,  in  the  hands  of  carpetbaggers. 
That  was  the  argument  of  the  Premier  in 
1877,  and  it  is  applicable  now.  Will  any 
honourable  gentleman  stand  up  and  say  that 
the  amount  of  the  salaries  as  fixed  is  fair, 
compared  with  those  in  the  other  colonies, 
or  t^at  they  are  right  in  placing  the  Go- 
vernment in  that  position,  when,  in  order  to 
maintain  their  position,  they  would  have  to 
supplement  their  salaries  by  their  private  in- 
come ?  I  say  the  country  did  not  require  that 
these  gentlemen  should  make  such  sacrifices  as 
that.  It  is  false  altogether.  I  believe  this 
was  done  to  earn  a  cheap  popularity.  It  was 
done,  not  with  a  deliberate  conviction  that  this 
was  the  right  thing  to  do,  but  they  said  to 
themselves,  *'  If  we  only  fix  the  salaries  of  the 
Ministers  so  low  as  they  are, — the  Premier  at 
£1,000,  and  the  ordinary  Ministers  at  £800,— 
then  people  will  say,  *  What  a  splendid  lot  of 
self-sacrificing  men  we  have  in  tbe  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  time  !  "  That  is  not  the 
way  the  difficulty  should  have  been  dealt  with. 
If  they  were  called  upon  to  make  reductions, 
those  reductions  should  have  been  made  in  an 
entirely  different  way,  but  in  a  temporary 
form,  and  on  some  intelligible  principle.  When 
the  question  came  up  in  South  Australia  as 
to  the  reduction  of  Ministerial  salaries,  what 
did  the  Premier  say  ?  He  said,  **  If  we  re- 
duce Ministerial  salaries,  it  is  only  fair  that 
we  should  also  reduce  the  salaries  of  others 
who  are  holding  office  under  statute,  and  the 
Judges  should  suffer  as  well  as  Ministers." 
But  those  honourable  gentlemen  there  have 
not  proposed  that  the  Judges  should  have 
the  same  reductions  made  from  their  salaries 
as  are  made  from  others  carr3ang  on  important 
functions  in  the  Government.  I  ask,  if  they 
are  to  suffer,  why  should  not  the  Judges  suffer 
as  well?  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
twits  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  with  teaching  Tory  doctrines.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  forgotten  that 
there  are  such  persons  as  Tory  Democrats  at 
Home,  and  perhaps  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  has  taken  up  their 
doctrines,  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  quite  as 
Mr,  Ballance 


democratic  as  many  that  pass  current.  The 
honourable  gentleman  also  expresses  the  opin- 
ion that,  with  a  population  of  half  a  million, 
seventy  members  are  quite  sufficient :  but  ^ere 
the  honourable  gentleman's  spirit  of  exaggera- 
tion comes  in  again.  He  might  have  added 
another  hundred  thousand  to  the  population. 
Why  did  he  not  give  the  colony  credit  for 
its  entire  population ;  and  why  should  he 
have  excluded  the  Msbori  population,  which 
brings  the  total  in  the  colony  up  to  something 
like  650,000  ?  But,  besides  that,  if  the  criti- 
cism of  the  honourable  gentleman  be  correct, 
that  seventy  members  are  sufficient  for  the 
colony,  then  it  tolls  against  his  own  col- 
league, for  it  was  the  present  Premier  who, 
in  1881,  deliberately  increased  the  number  of 
members  from  eighty-six  to  ninety-five.  The 
population  at  that  time  could  not  have  been 
more  than  420,000,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ought,  at  all  events,  to  have  had  more 
prescience  than  to  raise  it  for  sach  a  popula- 
tion, and  yet  not  know  that  it  would  be  too  great 
for  a  population  of  600,000.  Are  we  to  have  no 
prescience  in  our  leaders?  Is  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  in  1881  thought  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  so  largely,  to 
find  out  in  1887  that  he  had  made  a  mistake, 
and  then  reverse  the  whole  thing  ?  I  am  told 
that  he  would  now  reverse  a  great  deal  that  he 
did  in  1881 :  it  is  even  said  that  he  would  go 
back  from  Triennial  Parliaments.  How  w5l 
that  suit  the  democratic  views  of  the  Minister 
of  Education  ?  How  are  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's democratic  views  going  to  be  carried  out 
on  those  benches  ?  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  travelling-expenses,  point- 
ing out  that  in  the  year  they  had  ajuounted  to 
between  £50,000  and  £60,000 :  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  amount  has  been  spread 
over  some  seven  thousand  Civil  servants,  and, 
that,  in  bringing  down  his  Financial  Statement, 
the  Premier  did  not  say  that  it  compared  un- 
favourably with  those  of  previous  years,  or  with 
the  actions  of  previous  Ministries.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Education  also  condemns  subsidies,  and 
says  that  the  payment  of  them  is  fallacious. 
If  that  is  so,  why  do  not  his  Ministry  come 
down  at  once  and  say,  "  We  will  abolish 
them  •'  ?  They  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  There- 
fore the  Minister  of  Education  only  expresses 
his  own  opinion,  and  not  that  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  we  cannot  look  u}>on  that  as 
the  opinion  of  the  Ministry  as  a  whole.  Now 
I  come  to  the  question  of  education,  and  I 
must  say  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  deal  at  all  fairly  with  that.  In 
the  first  place,  with  regard  to  striking  off  the 
additional  allowance  of  5s.,  he  would  only  do 
what  the  last  Government  proposed  to  do.  But 
markj  the  contrast :  the  last  Ministry  proposed 
to  take  it  off  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling  a  year,  bo 
as  not  to  embarrass  the  Education  Boards,  and 
to  enable  them  to  make  provision  for  carrying 
on  education,  when  that  allowance  had  ceased, 
without  loss  or  inconvenience ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  strike  it  all  off  in 
one  year.  Then,  in  regard  to  raising  the  school- 
age  to  six  years,  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
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oompazmg  this  colony  with  New  South  Wales, 
makes  two  or  three  most  extraordinary  mis- 
takes. In  the  first  place,  it  was  a  transparent 
tellacy  to  compare  the  revenue  of  this  colony 
with  that  of  New  South  Wales,  placing  the  latter 
at  £7,000,000,  for  this  reason :  that  the  land  re- 
venae  of  New  South  Wales  is  part  of  the  general 
revenue.  It  is  well  known  that  that  colony  is 
fast  sacrificing  its  public  estate  in  a  most 
reckless  manner.  Therefore  to  compare  this 
colony  with  New  South  Wales  in  that  respect 
is  utterly  unfair.  But  there  is  this  other  fact : 
that  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  where 
there  are  large  capitals,  the  cost  of  education 
is  naturally  less  than  in  such  a  country  as  this, 
where  the  population  is  spread  over  a  large 
extent  of  country.  The  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  take  that  fact  into  account,  and  in 
that  respect  he  has  made  another  mistake. 
With  regard  to  the  school-age,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  he  is  not  going  to  touch  a 
single  wages-man  in  the  colony;  but  I  will 
tell  him  whom  he  will  touch,  and  that  is  a 
class  of  men  who  de8er\'e  the  utmost  sym- 
pathy at  the  hands  of  this  House — he  is  going 
to  touch  the  underpaid  teachers  throughout 
the  country;  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  have  given  us  some  figures  on  that  point. 
He  might  have  told  us  that  the  teachers  of  this 
colony  are  as  badly  paid  as  the  teachers  in  any 
English  countr}'  in  the  world.  The  average 
salary  only  amounts  to  £94  a  year ;  and  when 
he  has  £16  taken  ofE  that,  and  then  this  other 
reduction  in  the  capitation  alloweuioe  of  5s., 
which  would  correspond  to  £8  more,  you  take 
£24  a  year  ofi  the  teacher's  small  salary.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  other  class  in  the  community 
is  likely  to  have  such  an  enormous  reduction 
made  in  their  salaries,  and  that  by  gentlemen 
who  have  declared  that  they  are  not  going  to 
touch  any  salaries  under  £150  a  year.  These 
persons'  Varies  are  to  suficr  to  the  extent  of 
25  per  cent.  The  honourable  gentleman  does 
not  take  into  account  that  he  does  not  only  ex- 
clude children  under  six  years  of  age  from  the 
schools,  but  he  reduces  the  revenue  of  the 
Boards  of  Education  all  round.  How  are  the 
country  schools  now  maintained?  Is  it  not 
by  the  excess  of  the  money  saved  in  the 
lazge  centres?  What  is  the  amount  paid  in 
the  country  schools,  and  what  paid  in  the 
town  schools,  on  the  average?  Last  year 
we  had  648  schools  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  under  50,  attended  by  18,323  pupils, 
and  costing  £102,244;  212  schools  with  an 
average  of  between  51  and  100,  attended  by 
13,960  pupils,  and  costing  £55,345;  and  194 
schools  with  an  average  of  101  and  upwards, 
attended  by  61,122  pupils,  and  costing  £162,308. 
In  the  first  class  of  schools  are  those  with  only 
one  teacher,  and  the  cost  was  £5  lis.  7d.  per 
head  of  pupils.  How  was  that  obtained  ?  It 
was  obtained  from  the  savings  in  the  large 
centres  of  population ;  and  the  children  under 
six  years  of  age  materially  contributed  to  that 
saving.  Strike  them  ofi,  and  what  will  be  the 
result?  The  cost  in  the  towns  is  £3  3s.  6d.  a 
head,  and  then  there  will  be  no  saving  to  go 
to  U^  ooimtry,  so  that  the  teachers  will  have 


to  be  reduced.  The  effect,  therefore,  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  principle  will  be,  not 
merely  to  take  away  these  children  from  the 
schools,  but  to  reduce  the  amoimt  of  money 
available  for  expenditure  throughout  the 
country.  As  in  the  country  schools  there  is 
generally  only  one  teacher,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  reduce  the  salary  in  the  way  proposed  ;  and 
what  is  the  remedy  proposed  in  the  Financial 
Statement  ?  That  they  will  allow  no  school  to 
be  closed,  so  that  they  are  giving  incentives  to 
every  member  from  a  country  district  to  come 
here  and  claim  special  votes  for  the  aid  of  the 
schools  in  his  district.  Honourable  members 
will  come  here  and  declare,  "  We  must  have 
something  to  make  up  the  salary  of  our 
teacher,  or  the  school  will  be  closed  ;"  and  the 
result  will  be  that  we  shall  have  the  same 
expense  as  now,  while  we  shall  have  destroyed 
the  efficiency  and  independence  of  the  system. 
Instead  of  going  fully  into  the  whole  matter  and 
finding  out  how  the  teachers  will  be  affected  and 
how  the  children  will  be  affected,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  give  us  a  single  fact 
or  figure,  but  contents  himself  with  drawing, 
a  comparison,  which  will  not  stand,  between 
New  Zealand  and  other  colonies.  I  say  this 
is  one  of  the  most  Tory  of  the  Grovemment 
proposals,  and  is  not  in  accord  with  the  de- 
clared thorough  democratic  views  expressed  by 
the  Minister  of  Education.  In  that  light  it  is 
indeed  a  most  extraordinary  proposal.  Who 
will  be  touched  by  this  ?  Not  wealthy  men,  for 
they  do  not  send  their  children  to  the  public 
schools.  It  is  the  working-men  who  will  be 
affected  by  the  striking-off  of  all  children  under 
six  years  of  age.  When  an  honourable  mem- 
ber moves  from  the  sphere  of  private  member 
to  Ministerial  position  and  Ikfinisterial  re- 
sponsibility we  should  overlook  a  great  many 
discrepancies  and  contradictions;  but  what 
do  I  find  with  regard  to  this  honourable 
gentleman?  I  find  that  last  year  he  took  a 
somewhat  similar  view  to  that  which  he  has 
enunciated  to-night ;  and  he  quoted  President 
Garfield  as  saying  that  children  under  seven 
years  of  age  hod  no  bone  or  muscle.  But 
he  went  back  from  that  view  when  he  was 
before  his  constituents,  and  I  take  it  that  he 
then  expressed  his  real  opinion,  after  having 
made  full  inquiry.  With  great  self-sacrifice 
the  honourable  gentleman  gives  one  opinion 
in  the  House  and  then  goes  before  his  con- 
stituents and  gives  another  opinion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  primary  edu- 
cation ought  to  be  the  first  thing  attended  to, 
and  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  lie  would 
not  have  the  education  system  interfered  with 
in  any  way  whatever.  1  should  like  to  know 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  what  has 
caused  him  to  change  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. Sir,  if  the  honourable  gentleman,  after 
making  exhaustive  inquiry  in  this  matter,  had 
brought  forward  facts  and  statistics  to  show 
that  he  was  right  in  proposing  this  reduction, 
and  that  the  country  schools  would  not  suffer 
by  it,  or  education  generally,  there  would  have 
been  some  justification  for  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  the  House  might  have  been 
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inclined  to  justify  him ;  but,  as  I  have  said, 
when  he  brings  forward  no  facts  or  figures  to 
support  his  statements  there  is  nothing  to 
justify  the  change  of  opinion  on  his  part.  I 
would  urge  on  the  House  that  this  question  of 
reduction  is  not  a  question  of  retrenchment 
altogether ;  it  is  a  great  question  of  policy ;  and 
we  have  a  right  to  the  fullest  information,  and 
to  have  facts  and  figures  brought  before  us  to 
show  the  position  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
-country ;  but  we  have  had  nothing  of  that  kind 
to-night. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  sent  a  circular  to  all 
the  schools  in  the  colony  three  days  ago. 

Mr.  BALLANOE.— Yes,  but  they  should  have 
sent  out  circulars  before  they  made  this  pro- 
posal in  their  policy.  It  is  too  late  to  do  it 
after  stating  their  policy.  During  the  recess 
they  will  find  out  many  things  which  they  do 
not  know  now.  What  we  urge  is  that  the 
honourable  member  ought  not  to  have  made  so 
revolutionary  a  proposal  as  thLs  is  without  full 
inquiry,  and  I  maintain  that  the  country  will 
noc  indorse  his  action.  I  maintain  that  during 
the  elections  the  universal  opinion  expressed 
was  that  the  primary-education  system  should 
not  be  materially  interfered  with,  that  there 
should  not  be  any  radical  change  in  it,  that 
the  money  was  not  too  much  for  the  schools, 
•and  that  the  proposal  of  the  last  Government 
was  a  reasonable  and  fair  proposal.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  as  I  understand,  does 
not  mean  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  efiect  his  object, 
because  he  thinks  ho  has  the  power  r.o  do  with- 
out a  Bill.  But  I  think  this  House  has  a  right 
to  have  this  matter  brought  before  it  in  some 
other  form  than  that  in  which  it  has  been. 
Before  such  a  revolutionary  proposal  as  that 
which  has  been  made  is  given  effect  to,  I 
think  the  House  should  demand  to  have  that 
proposal  in  a  concrete  form,  in  order  that  it 
may  express  its  opinion  on  it.  Passing  from 
the  education  question,  I  come  to  a  statement 
jnade  by  the  honourable  gentleman  with  regard 
to  village  settlements.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  a  statement  which  I  need  say  much  about. 
It  has  been  threshed  out  in  the  country.  So 
far  as  the  House  is  concerned,  there  never 
was  on  any  public  occasion  so  much  pains  and 
trouble  taken  to  inform  the  House  as  there  had 
been  in  regard  1/^  this  village-settlement  scheme. 
You  will  find  ihat  Hansard  bristles  with  ex- 
planations, and  the  regulations  have  appeared 
in  the  Gazette  and  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  You  will  find,  moreover,  that  in  the 
Crown  Lands  Report,  which  every  honourable 
member  is  supposed  to  read,  not  only  is  the 
scheme  outlined  there,  but  we  actually  show  a 
large  amount  of  liabilities,  amounting  to  some 
£30,000,  that  would  be  incurred  under  it.  So 
that,  I  say,  the  Government  took  the  House 
into  their  confidence  and  explained  fully  what 
they  were  going  to  do,  and  not  one  single  penny 
was  spent  beyond  the  vote  of  the  House.  The 
question  turns  on  the  liabilities,  and  with  re- 
gard to  these  liabilities  there  are  the  documents, 
which  honourable  members  can  see  for  them- 
selves, explaining  fully  what  is  going  to  be 
^done.  If  there  was  any  technical  defect  in  not 
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asking  the  House  for  the  vote,  I  maintain  that 
there  was  nothing  constitutionally  wrong,  be- 
cause the  fullest  explajiation  was  given  to  the 
House.  We  come  now  to  the  Victorian  Bail- 
way  Board.  We  are  told  that  it  is  an  anquali- 
fied  success.  If  I  remember  right,  the  Premier 
was  against  the  Victorian  Railway  Board  when 
in  Opposition.  Why  has  he  changed  his  opin- 
ion ?  I  have  heard  that  the  Minister  for  Poblic 
Works  has  said  that  the  Government  is  going 
to  import  two  foreign  experts  from  America  in 
order  to  manage  the  railway  affairs  of  this 
country.  The  Minister  stated  that  to  a  depu- 
tation which  waited  upon  him. 

Mr,  MITCHELSON.— One. 

Mr.  BALLANOE.— Very  well,  take  it  as  one- 
What  does  the  Premier  say?  The  Premier 
says  distinctly,  in  the,  Financial  Statement, 
that  he  has  no  complaint  to  make  of  the 
management  of  the  railways ;  that  he  belioTes 
they  have  been  managed  well.  If  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  that  they  have 
been  managed  well,  why  go  to  America  for  men 
to  manage  them  ?  He  says  the  system  is  at 
fault.  With  regard  to  these  Railway  Boards, 
the  complaint  made  was  that  the  railways  were 
not  managed  popularly,  and  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  elasticity  in  the  management  of 
them.  The  Government  propose  to  constitate 
a  Board  under  the  Victorian  system,  overlook- 
ing this  wide  distinction  between  Victoria  and 
this  country :  that  there  is  one  large  centre 
there,  from  which  the  system  can  be  con- 
veniently managed  by  the  Board ;  but  here 
there  are  a  number  of  centres — different  com- 
munities, with  different  prejudices  —  and  no 
Board  can  occupy  the  saane  position  in  this 
country  that  it  occupies  in  Victoria. 

An  Hon.  Meiiber.  —  The  late  Government 
proposed  two  Boards. 

Mr.  BALLANOE.— Y'es,  but  we  did  not  give 
effect  to  that,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  North  to-night  gave  the  explana- 
tion why  we  did  not  do  so.  It  is  not  a  fact 
that  the  Board  in  Victoria  has  been  an  un- 
qualified success  and  has  given  general  satis- 
faction. I  remember  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Windsor  accident  there  was  much  criticism  of 
the  management.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
there  had  been  culpable  mismanagement.  As 
has  been  said,  the  Railway  Board  in  Victoria  has 
large  powers.  They  manage  the  railways  there 
on  commercial  principles.  The  cry  here  has 
been  to  manage  them  on  a  uniform  principle. 
If «  Minister  were  to  make  concessions  in  one 
quarter  and  not  in  another  it  would  be  said  at 
once  that  he  was  making  concessions  to  his 
supporters.  I  am  sure  that  experts  and  a  Rail- 
way Board  would  not  escape  the  censure  which 
is  now  levelled  against  the  Minister  and  the 
department.  They  would  have  charges  made 
against  them  in  this  country  as  charges  are 
made  against  the  Government.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  Railway  Board  would  work  in  this 
country.  If  this  system  is  to  be  introduced 
you  must  have  several  Railway  Boards,  for  no 
Board  sitting  in  Wellington,  or  in  any  part  of 
the  colony,  could  give  satisfaction  to  the  other 
portions  of  the  colony.    Here  the  position  is 
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quite  different  from  that  in  Victoria.  We  have 
a  dozen  communities  all  with  the  traditions  of 
their  own  districts,  and  each  one  jealous  of  the 
others.  My  impression  is  that  this  Board  will 
not  work  at  all.  The  honourable  gentleman 
himself  has  given  the  most  conclusive  reasons 
in  the  Financial  Statement  against  this  pro- 
posal. He  has  admitted  that  the  management 
of  the  railways  is  good  :  he  does  not  blame  the 
individuals,  but  he  blames  the  system.  There- 
fore there  is  no  necessity  to  go  to  other  coun- 
tries to  import  men  who  are  supposed  to  have 
more  knowledge  than  we  in  this  country.  The 
Minister  of  Education  has  twitted  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  with  reference  to  further 
borrowing.  The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  did  not  say  that  further  borrow- 
ing was  not  necessary.  He  said,  "  I  think  you 
can  do  with  a  million  and  a  half  instead  of  two 
millions.'* 

An  Hon.  Member. — Half  a  million. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Half  a  million  in  addi- 
tion to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Bailway  Loan ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
North  said,  "You  will  run  a  great  risk  in 
giving  a  gusurantee  that  you  will  not  go  into 
the  market  for  three  years."  The  Minister 
of  Education  misunderstood  him,  because  he 
accused  the  honourable  gentleman  of  saying 
that  we  did  not  require  to  borrow  at  all.  The 
Minister  of  Education  has  said  that  this  is  the 
first  time  the  colony  has  made  an  honest  effort 
to  live  within  its  means.  I  do  not  think  the  effort 
is  sufficient — I  am  speaking  here  with  the  im- 
partiality of  Aristides— I  do  not  think  the  effort 
is  sufficient.  What  is  the  position  ?  The  old 
expedient  of  Treasury  bills  to  meet  the  defi- 
"ciency  for  this  year.  And  what  is  the  posi- 
tion next  year?  The  position  then  is — more 
taxation.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  say 
that  there  is  no  fresh  taxation  this  year.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  more  taxation.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
proposed  taxation  for  this  year.  He  proposes 
taxation  amounting  to  £174,000.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  last  year  stated  that  if  we  took 
away  the  subsidies  given  to  local  bodies  we 
should  impose  on  the  local  bodies  the  necessity 
of  putting  on  an  amount  of  taxation  equivalent 
to  that  withdrawn.  He  puts  on  £65,000  to  the 
property-tax,  he  withdraws  £75,000  from  sub- 
sidies, and  withdraws  the  Crown  and  Native 
land  rates,  £34,000.  He  thus,  according  to  his 
own  method,  puts  on  £174,000  fresh  taxation. 
That  is  the  honourable  gentleman's  proposal. 
What  about  this  honest  effort  ?  What  will  be  the 
position  next  year  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
makes  it  quite  clear,  and  says, "  The  Government 
recognise  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  charge 
against  revenue  many  works  which  are  now 
charged  against  loan,  such  as  public  buildings, 
school  -  buildings,  and  telegraph  extension." 
He  also  says,  "Moreover,  we  cannot  at  pre- 
sent look  so  far  forwsurd  in  our  finance  as 
now  prudently  to  fix  what  we  shall  require 
from  the  Customs  even  for  the  near  future." 
What  does  "  the  near  future  "  mean  ?  If  it 
means  next  year,  that  is  the  very  point  we 
raise.    We  say  this  is  not  a  final  effort  in  this 


Financial  Statement :  it  is  a  mere  makeshift — 
first  of  all  reliance  on  Treasury  bills,  and  then 
a  proposal  to  put  on  further  taxation  next  year 
through  the  Customs.  They  have  met  the 
deficit  this  year  by  Treasury  bills.  That  was 
not  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  when  he  was  Colonial 
Treasurer.  He  said,  "We  shall  have  to  re- 
store the  revenue  of  the  country  through  the 
Customhouse ; "  and  he  clearly  showed  that 
the  revenue  had  fallen  off  owing  to  the  de- 
crease in  the  cost  of  goods,  and  owing  to  the 
decreased  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors^ 
and  that  this  would  have  to  be  compensated 
for  in  some  way.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  that  the  Customs  revenue  is  getting 
worse  instead  of  better.  I  say  that  next  year 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  have  to  restore 
the  revenue  through  the  Customs.  Did  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
say  anything  opposite  to  that?  Then,  the 
Minister  of  Education  says  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  stated 
that  the  Government  was  composed  of  weak 
and  inexperienced  men.  I  denied  that  at  the 
time:  and  I  now  say  that  he  said  nothing  of 
the  kind.  What  he  did  say  was  that  the 
Government  was  weak  because  it  had  a  weak 
support. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  He  made  the  other 
statement  also. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— The  statement  was,  that 
he  said  that  to-night. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes,  he  said  it  to-night. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Well,  I  say  that  he  did 
not  say  that  at  all,  but  referred  entirely  to 
the  support  that  the  Government  is  obtaining^ 
and  not  to  the  persojinel  of  the  Government. 
There  is  another  point  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment which  I  should  like  to  refer  to :  first  of 
all,  with  regard  to  the  charge  made  against  the 
last  Government  of  having  restored  a  number  of 
Inspectors  of  Police  to  office,  making  up  the 
total  to  eighteen.  It  is  said  there  were  but 
eleven  in  office  when  the  previous  Government 
had  made  certain  reductions,  and  that  these 
reductions  made  by  the  previous  Government 
were  neutralised  by  appointments  made  by  the 
last  Governmlent.  That  is  referred  to  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  say  that  these  Inspectors  were 
not  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Government 
from  outside.  He  docs  not  say  that  they  wero 
already  in  the  service.  He  does  not  say  that 
they  were  occupying  the  positions  of  sergeant- 
major  and  other  posts  in  the  Force.  The  fact 
is,  that  these  persons  were  put  into  the  position 
which  they  were  given  by  the  late  Government 
in  order  to  attend  to  Native  affairs,  and  to  take 
the  place  of  officers  of  the  Armed  Constabulary 
who  had  been  done  without.  The  statement 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  puts  it  is  an 
entire  misstatement  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
But  if  honourable  gentlemen  will  look  into  the 
facts  for  themselves  they  will  see  that  many  of 
these  Inspectors  were  given  districts  in  the 
North  Island,  and  took  the  place  of  officers 
who  had  been  employed  as  members  of  the 
Armed  Constabulary. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— I  say  Yes ;  I  know  better. 
At  least  four  of  these  Inspectors  were  appointed 
to  diities  connected  with  Native  afiairs  that 
formerly  had  been  performed  by  the  Armed 
Constabulary  Force.  That  is  the  fact ;  I  speak 
with  knowledge,  and  I  say  that  these  men  were 
appointed  to  perform  those  duties,  and  that 
they  have  been  and  are  performing  those  duties. 
What  is  the  fact  wich  regard  to  the  Armed  Con- 
stabulary? The  number  of  the  Armed  Con- 
stabulary when  we  went  into  office  was  460. 
Nearly  all  of  these  were  employed  in  Native 
districts.  When  we  proposed  to  reduce  the 
number  of  men  directly  after  we  went  into  office, 
what  did  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
say?  My  predecessor  in  office  said  it  was  a 
most  dangerous  thing  to  reduce  the  number ; 
and  the  Premier  himself  went  up  and  made  a 
speech  to  his  constituents  in  Egmont,  during 
which  he  denounced  us  for  interfering  with  the 
Armed  Constabulary  at  all,  and  for  proposing  to 
reduce  the  number  as  we  then  did.  Well,  now, 
what  is  the  position  at  the  present  time  in  con- 
sequence of  our  action?  In  Native  districts 
there  are  only  50 — from  450  down  to  60. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  are  they  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— In  Opunake.  Those  are 
the  only  Armed  Constabulary  in  Native  dis- 
tricts. I  think  that  is  a  great  reduction — from 
450  to  60;  and  I  may  say  that  I  think  the 
time  has  nearly  arrived  when  even  those  men 
might  be  dispensed  with.  The  country  is 
peaceful,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  maintain  that  force  there  much  longer 
—  a  pretty  good  proof  of  the  success  of  our 
policy.  Will  the  lionourable  gentleman  make 
that  reduction  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Not  in  the  way  you  did  it, 
at  any  rate. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — It  is  because  of  the  way 
we  did  it  that  the  present  state  of  things  has 
come  about. 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  left  the  issue  of 
peace  or  war  for  the  settlers  to  decide. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — At  any  rate,  peace  was 
established  and  maintained ;  and  there  is  not 
the  slightest  sign  of  trouble  among  the  Natives, 
or  of  the  law  being  broken. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Why,  then,  did  you  in- 
crease the  Constabulary  at  Opunake  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  — I  said  before  that  we 
would  keep  up  a  force  of  fifty  there ;  and  when 
the  numbers  were  reduced  by  resignations  we 
sent  up  sufficient  to  make  up  the  number  that 
I  stated  would  be  retained  there. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh  I 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— That  is  the  fact.  The 
exact  number  that  I  stated — fifty — were  sent 
there.  Well,  that  is  the  whole  of  the  force  of 
Armed  Constabulary  that  we  have  left  in  Native 
districts;  and,  as  I  say,  these  Inspectors  of 
whose  appointment  so  much  has  been  said 
were  appointed  to  carry  out  the  functions  of 
Armed  Constabulary  officers  in  Native  districts, 
and  do  perform  those  duties.  The  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  tell  the  House  that,  as  he 
surely  ought  to  have  done.  The  honourable 
gentleman  made  many  speeches  upon  Native 
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matters,  and  prophesied  all  sorts  of  troable ;  bat 
he  has  been  quite  wrong,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  one-policeman  policy  of  treating 
Natives  has  been  an  enormous  success.  The 
proposals  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  them- 
selves show  this  to  be  the  case,  for  among 
their  proposals  you  will  find  none  for  increas- 
ing the  number  of  men  employed  in  Native 
districts  —  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the 
Natives  or  keeping  them  in  awe.  Well,  I 
now  come  to  the  Land  Fund.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  said  a  good  deal  about 
the  finance  of  the  Land  Fund;  and  in  re- 
gard to  this  Land  Fund  I  have  to  say  this : 
that  it  is  a  curious  fact  it  has  never  been. 
sufficiently  understood,  and  I  will  explain  to 
the  House  that  the  Land  Fund  was  simply  a 
creation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
in,  I  think,  1879  or  1880,  when  he  so  mani- 
pulated it  as  to  divide  it  into  two  parts.  One 
part  was  treated  as  consolidated  revenue,  and 
the  other  part  was  called  Laud  Fund.  The 
House  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that,  if  the 
Land  Fund  received  the  proceeds  of  cash  sales, 
deferred  payments,  and  if  other  sources  of  land 
revenue  were  paid  into  the  Fund,  it  would  show 
a  very  large  surplus.  By  the  way  it  is  now 
treated,  under  which  only  the  revenue  from 
cash  sales  and  deferred-payment  lands  goes 
into  the  Fund,  it  only  realises  about  £100,000 
a  year;  but  the  revenue  of  the  Land  Fund 
is  really  £300,000  a  year  and  upwards,  so  that, 
when  the  Land  Fund  is  stated  to  have  a  de- 
ficit, that  simply  amounts  to  a  play  upon  words, 
based  upon  distinctions  of  an  artificial  charac- 
ter made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
several  years  ago.  The  receipts  from  the  Land 
Fund,  treating  as  land  revenue  all  revenue 
which  should  be  properly  classed  under  that 
heading  since  1881  till  1886-87,  amounted  to 
£2,820,022  ;  while  the  total  expenditure  against 
the  Land  Fund  in  those  years  was  £1,579,2S3 ; 
so  that,  if  the  pastoral  rents  and  other  items 
of  that  kind  had  been  paid  into  the  Land 
Fund  instead  of  into  the  consolidated  reve- 
nue, there  would  have  been  a  very  large 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Land  Fand. 
But  most  of  the  revenue  was  paid  into  the 
Consolidated  Fund;  the  proceeds  only  of  two 
items  were  paid  into  the  Land  Fund — and  then 
it  is  said  that  the  Lstud  Fund  shows  a  deficit. 
Well,  now,  that  is  the  position  of  the  Land 
Fund.  And  let  me  say  this :  that  the  proceeds 
of  cash  land-sales  in  recent  years  have  been 
going  down.  The  honourable  gentlemen,  from 
their  declaration  of  policy,  seem  to  expect  to 
get  a  large  revenue  from  the  land ;  but  I  am 
afraid  they  are  depending  upon  a  rotten  reed. 
I  am  afraid  they  will  not  get  anything  like 
the  money  from  the  land  which  they  appear 
to  anticipate.  Let  us  see  how  the  revenue  has 
come  in  from  cash  land-sales  during  the  last  few 
years.  In  1881  there  was  received  £286,055; 
1883-84,  £168,000;  1884-85,  £83,583;  1886-87, 
£56,054.  So  that  there  has  been  a  great 
falling -ofi  in  the  proceeds  from  land  dis- 
posed of  to  the  public  for  cash.  With  regard 
to  perpetual  leases,  the  perpetual-lease  sys- 
tem  during  the  last   three   years   has  been 
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laigely  availed  of  by  the  public.  In  1883-84, 
which  was  practically  the  first  year  in  which  it 
was  tried,  there  was  disposed  of  14,958  acres, 
and  the  amount  received  was  £999.  In  1886-87 
there  was  disposed  of  49,472  acres,  and  the 
amount  obtained  was  £6,088.  If  you  capitalise 
the  £6,000  received  from  perpetual  leases  at  4 
per  cent.,  you  have  £150,000 ;  and  that  would 
nave  been  quite  enough  to  cover  the  whole 
deficit  which  has  occurred  on  the  Land  Fund. 
The  revenue  is  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all 
the  expenses  of  the  land  system  were  it  not 
that  the  artificial  division  of  the  Land  Fund 
of  which  I  have  spoken  has  diverted  from  the 
Land  Fund  money  which  should  belong  to  it, 
and  has  so  created  a  deficit.  That  deficit  had 
begun  to  accrue  before  those  honourable  gentle- 
men left  office.  The  land-sales  have  since 
continued  to  fall  ofi;  but,  had  the  artificial 
arrangements  of  which  I  have  spoken  not  been 
made,  there  would  still  have  been  a  large 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Land  Fund. 
.  Major  ATKINSON.— But  what  about  the 
Consolidated  Fund  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— It  is  quite  true  that  the 
Ck)nsolidated  Fund  would  have  lost;  but  the 
charge  was  that  the  Land  Fund,  in  consequence 
of  the  cessation  of  land-sales,  showed  a  deficit ; 
whereas,  were  it  not  owing  to  the  arrangement 
which  the  honourable  member  made,  the  Land 
Fund  would  not  have  shown  any  deficiency,  but 
a  surplus.  If  the  Land  Fund  had  been  properly 
treated  it  would  have  shown  a  very  large  sum 
to  credit.  Even  allowing  the  large  amount  that 
has  been  spent  out  of  the  Loan  Fund  during 
the  last  five  years,  covering  an  expenditure  of 
£416,847,  still  the  Land  Fund  would  have  shown 
a  credit.  I  will  come  now  to  the  question  of 
the  pajnnent  of  members.  Sir,  of  course,  it  is 
a  popular  thing,  no  doubt,  to  say  that  members 
shculd  make  great  sacrifices  in  these  times  in 
the  way  of  reduction  of  honorarium.  I  agree  to 
a  large  extent  that  at  the  present  time  there 
ought  to  be  a  reduction  of  honorarium  ;  but  I 
maintain  that  the  term  "  honorarium  "  is  a  mis- 
applied term,  and  that  the  expression  should 
convey  what  it  really  is — payment  of  members. 
That  is  what  it  really  is,  and  if  we  compare  the 
amounts  paid  in  Victoria  and  in  this  colony 
we  shall  see  that  the  amount  is  much  less  here 
than  it  is  there.  Members  in  Victoria  are 
paid  £300  a  year.  It  is  true  that  the  sessions 
there  are  longer,  but  the  working  hours  are 
much  less.  I  maintain  that  £210  for  a  colony 
like  this,  where  members  have  to  come  from 
all  parts,  and  have  very  heavy  expenses  to  pay, 
is  much  less  than  £210  would  be  in  Victoria. 
I  have  never  met  any  one  who  would  say 
that  the  honorarium  was  too  great.  Did  those 
honourable  gentlemen  criticise  it  in  1884  or 
1685,  when  the  Bill  was  passed?  No,  not 
a  word  was  said  against  it.  Then,  Sir,  if  the 
time  for  retrenchment  has  arrived,  what  they 
ought  to  do  is  this :  They  ought  to  say,  "  We 
do  not  think  £210  is  too  much  for  honourable 
members ;  but  we  think,  in  view  of  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  and  for  a  certain  number  of 
years — two  or  three — it  should  be  £150.  But 
wo  will  not  interfere  with  the  Act " — or,  at  any 


rate,  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  osoal 
amount  should  be  given.  At  any  rate,  the 
people  of  the  country  might  then  be  allowed 
to  decide  what  it  is  to  be.  It  is  quite  certain 
to  me  that  no  one  in  business  could  afiord 
to  come  here  for  less  honorarium  than  is  paid, 
and  I  am  quite  convinced  that,  if  this  hono- 
rarium is  to  be  interfered  with  to  any  material 
extent,  a  large  member  of  men  will  not  be  in  a 
position  to  come  to  this  House,  and  we  shall 
find  that  those  who  come  will  be  wealthy  men, 
who  will  legislate  in  their  own  interest.  It  is 
now  recognised  in  almost  every  colony  that  one 
of  the  safeguards  of  democracy  is  payment  of 
members,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  attempt 
to  interfere  with  this  principle  in  our  politics. 
Then,  I  have  a  word  to  say  about  the  Go- 
vernor's salary.  I  believe — it  is  my  opinion 
only — that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  insincerity 
about  this  question  of  reducing  the  salary  of 
the  Governor.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  a  great  many  people  that  when  tnis  Bill  for 
reducing  the  Governor's  salary  goes  Home  it 
will  not  be  assented  to.  I  believe  that  is  well 
understood. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  believe  it  at 
all. 

Mr.  BALLANOE.— That  is  my  opinion;  at 
any  rate,  I  believe  that  when  the  Bill  goes  Home 
for  assent  it  will  be  pointed  out  that  a  succes- 
sion of  Governors  in  this  colony  have  not  been 
able  to  save  anything  on  the  salary  and  allow- 
ances paid.  The  complaint,  indeed,  is  that  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  salary  and  allowances 
is  spent  in  the  colony,  and  that  no  man  can 
maintain  the  position  on  loss  than  what  has 
hitherto  been  received.  When  that  informa- 
tion goes  Home  I  believe  that  the  Imperial 
Government  will  disallow  the  Bill,  and  will  not 
place  this  colony  in  a  different  position  from 
that  occupied  by  other  colonies  with  the  same 
population,  and  that  the  Queen's  assent  will 
not  be  given.  If  we  are  to  go  in  for  mere 
cheapness  in  the  matter  of  a  Governor,  it 
would  be  better  to  get  an  elective  Governor 
at  once.  I  have  no  doubt  that  an  elected 
Governor  would  undertake  the  work  for  £5,000 
and  allowances ;  but  I  am  certain  of  this : 
that  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  Governors  may 
bring  out  worse  men  than  we  have  hitherto 
had;  and  if  we  got  an  inferior  class  of  men 
we  should  very  much  regret  making  the  reduc- 
tion. However,  many  people  do  not  attach 
much  importance  te  the  constitutional  posi- 
tion of  a  Governor,  and  expect  nothing  at  all 
from  it.  I  remember  that  in  a  neighbouring 
colony  a  nobleman  was  selected,  and  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  the  selection,  as  urged  by  the 
Melbourne  papers,  was  that  he  had  a  large 
private  fortune  and  would  be  able  to  spend  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  giving  balls  and  grand 
entertainments  in  the  capital  of  the  colony. 
Of  course  it  is  right  to  make  reductions  where 
they  can  be  made  ;  but  I  believe  the  effect  of 
these  reductions  will  be  as  I  have  said.  With 
regard  to  the  other  reductions,  some  of  them, 
of  course,  are  of  a  doubtful  character.  I  am 
told,  regarding  the  Volunteers,  that  it  is  the 
fixed  intention  of  the  Government  to  appoint  a 
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gdnfcleman  to  report  on  the  Volunteers,  that 
they  have  indicated  they  will  accept  his  re- 
port, and  that  he  has  expressed  openly  his 
opinion  hostile  to  the  country  corps.  If  that 
is  so,  all  I  can  say  is  this:  that  they  will 
depart  from  a  principle  which  has  been  ac- 
cepted, and  a  principle  which,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  maintamed,  in  this  country.  I 
think  that,  unless  we  have  a  national  force 
in  the  Volunteers,  it  would  be  better  to  abolish 
them  altogether.  If  you  are  to  have  Volunteers 
in  each  of  the  large  centres  of  population  only, 
you  will  create  dissatisfaction  throughout  the 
coimtry,  and  will  not  be  able  to  maintain  the 
city  Volunteers  long.  Nothing  has  done  more  to 
give  us  a  position  of  strength  in  the  country  than 
the  devotion  and  loyalty  of  the  Volunteers ; 
and  I  maintain,  moreover,  that  the  country 
Volunteers  have  shown  as  groat  eflSciency  as 
the  town  Volunteers,  and  that,  so  far  as  use- 
fulness is  concerned,  they  are  within  reach, 
and  would  be  readily  available  if  required.  I 
think  it  would  bo  a  most  suicidal  policy  to 
abolish  the  country  corps,  and  that  the  policy 
will  not  work.  I  know  that  the  Imperial 
authorities  have  again  and  again  intimated 
that  they  did  not  want  country  Volunteer 
corps.  But  the  Imperial  authorities  would  not 
be  satisfied  without  Imperial  troops;  there- 
fore we  are  not  to  be  guided  altogether  by  the 
expressions  of  Imperial  officers  on  a  question 
which  touches  almost  our  national  life.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  need  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  by  going  into  the  discussion  at  any 
greater  length.  My  own  impression  is  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen,  in  connection  with  the 
retrenchment  the}'  intend  to  effect,  ought  to 
bring  down,  at  any  rate,  the  principal  items. 
They  have  not  come  down  with  details ;  but, 
where  they  have  placed  the  sums  down  to 
pounds  —  i  am  not  sure  but  that  they  have 
brought  them  down  to  shillings  —  and  where 
they  have  placed  sums  opposite  the  different 
departments,  I  apprehend  they  have  the  in- 
formation in  their  possession,  and  that  they 
could  give  the  House  the  whole  of  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  it  to  judge 
of  the  proposed  retrenchment.  So  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  my  own  opinion  is  that  the 
retrenchment  is  in  a  wrong  direction.  With 
regard  to  education,  I  am  convinced  it  is  in  the 
wrong  direction ;  and  equally  with  regard  to  the 
Volunteers ;  and  therefore  I  say  the  Government 
are  bound  to  tell  the  House  what  they  mean  to 
do  to  effect  these  largo  measures  of  retrench- 
ment. I  am  sure  the  House  is  thoroughly 
with  the  Ministry  on  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment— that,  equally  with  the  Government,  it 
is  anxious  to  carry  out  the  verdict  of  the 
country  upon  that  point,  and  would  do  so 
loyally.  If  the  Government  place  the  particu- 
lars of  their  retrenchment  upon  the  table, 
although  the  Opposition  will  exercise  their 
right  of  criticism,  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  I 
am  sure  they  will  make  no  attempt  to  turn  the 
matter  to  advantage  for  party  purposes. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
twelve  a.m. 

Mr,  Bailanee 
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Wedneaday,  9th  November,  1887, 


First  BeadingB— Beduotion  in  Wages— Invereatsill 
Oovemment  Olfices— Maharabara  Coppor-znine 
— Education— Mining  Districts  Education  Boards 
— Mikinoni  Water-race— Fire-brifiades— Welling- 
ton Patent  Slip  —  Goldfielda  Police  —  Parkville 
Special  Settlement— Hokitika  Harbour  Works — 
T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.  — Public  Works  Expenditure 
—  Reductions  under  Special  Acts  and  Civil 
List — "  Hinemoa  "  —  Penny  Post — School-a^e — 
Education  Reserves  —  Rabbit-post— Greymouth 
Hydraulic  Cranes  —  Marine  Revenue  —  North 
Island  Trunk  Raiiw:«.y  —  Land-pni'chaaes— Gold- 
fields  Discovery— Cowl  Import  Duty— Linemen— 
Westland  Public  Works— Municipal  Corporationa 
Bill— Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Prayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Licensing  Committees  Election  Bill,  Shop- 
houra  Bill,  Coal-mines  Bill,  Coroners*  Juries 
Abolition  Bill,  District  Courts  Bill,  Christchuroh 
Hospital  Bill,  Industrial  Schools  Bill,  Triennial 
Parliaments  Act  Repeal  Bill,  South  Island  Na- 
tive Reserves  Bill. 

REDUCTION  IN  WAGES. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If 
he  will  inform  the  House  whether,  among  the 
various  large  sums  which  he  proposes  to  cany 
in  globo  as  reductions  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture, there  are  included  any  reductions  in  the 
wages  at  present  paid  to  skilled  and  unskilled 
workmen  employed  in  the  public  service  ?  If 
so,  will  he  inform  the  House  of  the  extent  and 
character  of  such  proposed  reductions,  as  the 
initiative  in  that  direction  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  must  gravely  affect  the  position  of 
the  large  masses  of  our  people  dependent  on 
manual  labour  throughout  the  colony?  He 
would  like  to  explain  that  the  question  referred 
to  that  large  number  of  persons  employed  by 
the  Government  who  were  not  under  the  Civil 
Sci-vice  Act.  He  believed  there  were  many 
hundreds  of  them  who  were  paid  daily  or 
weekly  wages,  and  who  would  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  if  the  House  voted 
in  globo  certain  sums  in  the  shape  of  reduction 
which  would  largely  aflect  those  people.  He 
must  not  introduce  anything  in  the  way  of 
argument,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  do  so,  but  it 
must  be  manifest  that  the  Government  would 
have  in  their  hands  an  enormous  power  for 
influencing  the  rate  of  wages  paid,  not  only  by 
the  Government,  but  throughout  the  whole 
colony.  If  the  Government  initiated  a  fall  in 
wages  there  would  be  thousands  of  employers 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  eager  to  follow  that 
example  ;  and  he  held  that,  if  the  wages  were 
to  come  down,  the  Government  at  least  should 
be  the  last  to  move  in  that  direction.  He  had 
therefore  put  the  question,  believing  that  if  such 
a  radical  change  were  to  be  made  in  the  relation 
of  the  wage-earners  and  the  Government  it 
ought  not  to  be  done  without  the  deliberate 
consent  of  the  House  previously  and  formally 
given. 
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Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
xnent  qaite  agreed  with  the  remark  of  the 
bonoorable  gentleman  that  such  reductions  as 
these  should  not  be  made  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  House ;  and  the  Government 
had  no  intention  of  making  the  reductions 
^which  the  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  be 
inclined  to  impute  to  them. 

INVEBOARGILL  GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, under  their  scheme  of  retrenchment, 
to  close  the  Land  Transfer,  Deeds,  and  Survey 
Offices  at  Inverc&rgill,  or  either  of  them,  and 
remove  the  same  from  Invercargill  to  either 
Dnnedin  or  Wellington  ?  He  might  say  that 
from  a  communication  received  he  gathered 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Southland 
were  much  exercised  regarding  this  matter. 
Rumours  liad  got  abroad  that  the  Ministry 
had  certain  designs  regarding  the  offices  men- 
tioned. He  believed  the  people  of  Southland 
were  prepared  to  bear  their  fair  share  of  re- 
trenchment, but  if  this  matter  were  carried 
out  the  people  feared  it  would  result  in  exces- 
sive taxation  upon  them  before  they  could  get 
their  business  done.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  an  assurance 
that  would  remove  this  apprehension. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  econo- 
mies which  the  Government  were  going  to 
propose  to  the  House  would,  he  hoped,  not 
be  at  all  in  the  direction  of  being  penny-wise 
and  pound  -  foolish.  What  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  no  doubt  touched  upon  an 
aspect  of  the  matter  that  the  Government  were 
bound  to  consider  in  making  reductions.  To 
make  reductions  which  would  cost  the  colony 
-more  than  would  be  saved  would  be  a  very 
unwise  proceeding,  and  he  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  in  this  particular 
case  it  was  not  proposed  to  reduce  any  of  these 
bodies. 

MAHARAHARA  COPPER-MINE. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines,  If 
he  will  arrange  to  have  the  copper-mine  lately 
discovered  at  Maharahara,  Seventy-mile  Bush, 
reported  on  at  an  early  date  ?  He  would  point 
out  to  the  Minister  of  Mines  that  it  was  re- 
ported that  a  copper-mine  had  been  discovered 
at  Maharahara.  He  believed  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  matter  could  be  ascertained  with- 
out cost  to  the  department. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  had  much  plea- 
sure in  informing  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  he  had  made  arrangements  to  have  this 
discoveiy  of  copper  reported  on  at  an  early 
date. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If 
he  will  lay  beJEore  the  House  the  opinions  of 
the  specialists  who  are  referred  to  in  the  Fi- 
nancial Statement,  page  10,  as  agreeing  that 
**  relatively  to  our  population  and  revenue  the 
system  of  education  in  the  colony  is  too 
costly  "  ?    He  asked  the  question  from  no  dis- 
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trust,  but  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to 
justify  himself  to  his  constituents  at  any  time 
by  showing  that  he  had  not  acted  without  due 
consideration.  They  all  knew  that  Ministers 
were  not  always  masters  of  their  position,  and 
that  they  often  acted  upon  impulse  from  out- 
side. 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  the  opinions  re- 
ferred to  were  contained  in  a  stack  of  opinions 
about  Sf t.  high  which  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Education  Department.  They  were  also  con- 
tained in  some  educational  works  which  were 
to  be  found  in  the  library.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  call  at  the  office  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  he  would  be  happy  to 
show  him  all  the  opinions  there  were  in  the 
office ;  and,  if  he  would  make  a  selection  from 
the  stack,  those  selected  should  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  might  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  misunderstood  him.  He  asked  for 
the  specialists'  opinions  given  on  the  particular 
case  of  New  Zealand.  However,  he  would  take 
advantage  of  the  Minister's  offer. 

MINING  DISTRICTS  EDUCATION 
BOARDS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
ceptional difficulties  under  which  Education 
Boards  in  mining  districts  labour,  and  on  that 
account  will  he  exempt  schools  in  mining  dis- 
tricts from  the  proposals  to  reduce  the  capita- 
tion allowance  and  the  raising  of  the  school-age 
to  six  years  ?  He  had  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Westland  Education  Board  certain 
particulars  as  to  how  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  affect  that  education  district ; 
and  he  found  from  them  that  there  would  be 
150  children  refused  admittance  to  the  schools 
if  the  proposal  to  increase  the  school-age  to  six 
years  were  adopted.  That  would  mean  a  loss 
of  £600  a  year  to  the  Education  Board— a  very 
serious  loss.  Then  there  would  be  a  reduction 
in  the  capitation  allowance,  so  that  the  total  loss 
would  be  about  £1,000  per  annum,  and  under 
these  circumstances  the  Board  would  not  be 
able  to  perform  its  functions  at  all.  It  vir- 
tually meant  abolishing  education  in  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Westland  and  Grey  ;  and,  seeing  that 
the  proposals  to  give  special  aid  where 
necessary  only  mentioned  country  schools  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Minister  would 
take  schools  in  mining  districts  into  considera- 
tion, and  deal  with  them  as  he  proposed  to  deal 
with  country  schools. 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  the  Government 
would  take  the  matter  into  their  considera- 
tion. 

MIKINONI  WATER-RACE. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  Government  propose 
to  make  provision  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  construction  of  the  Mikinoni  Water-race, 
and  whether  the  said  race  is  included  amongst 
those  partially-cipnstructed  works  which  the 
Government  stated  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment should  in  the  interest  of  the  colony  be 
completed  at  an  early  date  ?  He  would  remind 
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the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  rather  more 
tiiian  £20,000  had  already  been  expended  upon 
this  i;s'ork,  that  it  was  at  present  altogether  of 
an  unproductive  nature,  and  that  it  would  be 
80  till  the  race  was  completed.  The  work  was 
a  colonial  one,  but  some  months  ago  its  pro- 
gress had  been  stopped.  .  He  hoped  to  receive 
a  favourable  reply  to  the  question. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  matter 
had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  the  Qovernment  did  not  intend 
to  undertake  a  further  prosecution  of  the  work 
at  present. 

FIBE-BRIGADES. 

Mr.  JONES  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
favourably  consider  the  position  of  the  fire- 
brigades  throughout  the  colony  by  retaining 
on  the  estimates  the  annual  grant  usually  set 
aside  for  them  ?  At  the  request  of  the 
United  Fire  Brigades'  Association  he  had  con- 
sented to  ask  this  question,  aaid  he  trusted  it 
would  be  favourably  considered.  A  sum,  in 
previous  sessions,  had  been  placed  upon  the 
estimates  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their 
functions,  and  in  the  estimates  as  brought 
down  last  session  a  sum  was  also  provided.  He 
was  told  that  arrangements  that  hod  been 
made  would  be  very  seriously  affected  by  the 
reply  which  the  Treasurer  might  give  to  the 
question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  not  feel  justified  in  putting  the  fire- 
brigades  to  any  serious  financial  inconvenience 
or  embarrassment  by  suddenly  striking  oS.  any 
allowance  they  might  have  reason  to  expect ; 
therefore  the  Government  would  propose  a  vote 
this  session :  but  he  was  unable  to  make  any 
promise  of  continuing  it,  although  he  might 
say  at  once  that  he  hsid  very  strong  sympathy 
with  the  fire-brigades,  and,  if  possible,  would 
ask  the  House  to  continue  the  vote. 

WELLINGTON  PATENT  SLIP. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Under  what  obligation  the  sum  of  £2,450  on 
the  estimates,  page  51,  is  payable  to  the  Wel- 
lington Patent  Slip  Company,  and  for  what 
period  such  obligation  is  to  be  in  force  ?  This 
sum  of  £2,450  had  been  voted  year  after  year. 
He  had  some  recollection  of  its  having  been 
said,  many  years  ago,  that  it  was  an  old 
provincial  engagement  entered  into  with  the 

Sroprietors  of  the  Wellington  Slip.  He  would 
ke  to  have  some  notion  as  to  how  this  was 
binding  upon  the  colony.  It  was  a  large  -sum 
to  vote  every  year  imless  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  vote  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  this  was  an  old 
provincial  liability,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said.  The  contract  would  run  out 
in  1892.  The  agreement  with  the  Provincial 
Council  was  to  provide  until  that  year  in- 
terest at  7  per  cent,  upon  £35,000;  and  the 
amount  on  the  estimates  was  the  amount  of 
difference  between  what  the  slip  earned  and 
the  guarantee  of  7  per  cent.  He  was  sorry  to 
say  that  there  was  no  way  of  getting  out  of  this 
till  the  time  had  expired :  it  hod  been  under 
the  consideration  of  various  Governments. 
Mr.  Grimmond 


Mr.  MOSS  said  the  amount  mentioned  was 
the  whole  7  per  cent. 

MajorATKINSON.— No;  the  difference.  The 
Qovernment  guarantee  was  to  pay  7  per  cent. 
upon  £85,000 ;  and  the  profits  of  the  company — 
the  books  being  open  to  the  officers  of  Uie  Go- 
venunent — were  to  be  taken  off  that  amount. 

GOLDFIELDS  POLICE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  tho  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  it  be  true  that  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police  has  reported  in  favour  of  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  goldfields  allowance  to  the  police 
in  mining  districts  ?  If  the  answer  be  in  the 
affirmative,  will  the  Minister  collate  evidence 
as  to  the  cost  of  living,  &c.,  in  mining  districts, 
particularly  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  before  acting  on  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police  ?  His  reason  for  ask- 
ing this  question  arose  from  the  fact  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Mondle, 
J.P.,  of  Hokitika,  who  pointed  out  that  it  was 
said  that  a  report  had  been  made  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Police,  and  in  that  report  it 
was  proposed  to  disallow  the  goldfields  allow- 
ance, for  reasons  which,  to  his  mind,  were  not 
tenable.  He  might  be  permitted  to  read  an 
extract  from  the  letter : — 

'*  I  find,  by  looking  over  the  last  report  from 
the  Commissioner,  that  he  considers  that  the 
police  here  do  not  require  the  extra  shilling  a 
day,  goldfields  allowance,  any  longer,  as  cost 
of  living  is  as  cheap  here  as  elsewhere,  and  he 
says  that  the  Midland  Railway  will  soon  equalise 
matters.  Now,  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that 
it  is  not  so :  the  cost  of  produce,  clothing,  &c., 
is  at  least  one-fifth,  if  not  one-third,  more  here 
than  elsewhere  for  the  small  consumer ;  and  I 
therefore  hope  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  retain 
the  allowances  for  our  police.  Bank  officers 
receive  £50  a  year  extra  on  the  Coast.  The  re- 
port is  particularly  severe  on  Westland.  It  says 
that  there  arc  at  least  five  constables  too  many, 
and  that  the  proportion  to  population  is  much 
greater  than  elsewhere.  The  Commissioner  him- 
self gives  it  OS  1  to  550  in  Westland,  1  to  490  odd 
in  Christcharch,  and  580  odd  in  Dunedin ;  but, 
taking  the  figures  as  correct,  it  would  give 
Westland  a  population  of  19,800,  as  there  are 
86  police  all  told,  of  whom  three  are  Gaolers  as 
well,  and  three  are  Clerks  of  Courts.  The  census 
returns  of  1886  give  population  in  Counties 
Buller,  Inangahua,  Grey,  and  Westland,  17,485; 
and  in  the  Boroughs  of  Westport,  Greymouth^ 
Kumara,  Hokitika,  and  Boss,  9,993 :  total  for 
the  Coast,  27,478,  or  nearly  8,000  more  tlian 
stated  by  the  Commissioner ;  which  would  leave 
the  proportion  one  policeman  to  763  population, 
not  including  men  on  Midland  Railway  arrived 
since  that  census.  This  unaccountable  dis- 
crepancy in  figures  shows  that  the  sources  of 
information  from  which  the  report  is  compiled 
have  been  faulty  in  the  extreme,  and  I  think 
you  will  be  glad  to  look  the  matter  up,  as 
already  Goldsborough  and  Kimu  Stations  have 
been  closed  on  the  strength  of  this  erroneous 
calculation ;  and  that  inaccuracy  may  account 
for  the  proposal  to  take  the  allowance  from 
the  men,  which  I  think  is  monstrous.    They 
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bare  all  been  here  for  many  years,  and  are 
thorongMy  honest." 

II  it  "was  trae  that  the  Commissioner  had 
reported  to  this  effect,  he  was  acting  on  wrong 
data;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  therefore  trusted 
that  the  Minister,  before  he  gave  effect  to  the 
report,  would  collect  data  as  to  the  cost  of 
living  on  the  goldfields,  which  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
was  sore  was  one-fifth  more  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  If  the  Minister  adopted 
that  course  he  would  be  doing  justice  to  the 
constables  on  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  FEBGUS  replied  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  question  at  all. 
As  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  it  was 
true  that  the  Commissioner  of  Police  had  re- 
commended that  the  goldfields  allowance  in 
certain  parts  of  the  goldfields  should  be  termi- 
nated ;  but  before  any  definite  action  was  taken 
in  the  matter  he  (Mr.  Fergus)  would  have  fur- 
ther inquiries  made,  ojid  see  whether  there 
was  such  a  disproportion  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  represented  in  the  cost  of  living  in 
that  part  of  the  colony. 

PARKVILLE  SPECIAL  SETTLEIMENT. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  have  the  deferred-payment  thirds  due 
on  accounL  of  the  Parkville  Special  Settlement 
Association  paid  at  once,  to  enable  the  much- 
needed  roads  in  the  block  to  be  cleared  and 
formed  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  that  no 
authority  existed  for  making  these  payments, 
but  the  Government  intended  m  the  Land  Bill 
to  legalise  such  payments,  both  with  regard  to 
the  past  and  the  future. 

HOKITIKA  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  the  Government  will  make  any  pro- 
vision on  the  estimates  this  year  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  Hokitika  Harbour  works,  and 
for  completing  the  said  works  to  a  point  at 
which  some  profit  can  be  obtained  from  the 
moneys  expended ;  also  for  securing  the  works 
already  constructed?  He  would  remind  the 
Premier  that  these  works  were  at  present  in  a 
very  dangerous  state,  and  he  hoped  the  answer 
would  be  that  steps  would  be  taken  for  pro- 
tecting them  as  well  as  for  carrying  them  to 
completion. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  provision  for  this 
work  on  the  estimates  this  year.  Seeing 
that  the  distance  between  the  Hokitika  and 
Greymouth  Harbours  was  only  twenty  miles, 
and  that  a  railway,  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, would  connect  these  two  towns,  the 
Government  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  ex- 
pend any  further  sums  on  harbour  works  at 
Hokitika,  as  the  amount  necessary  to  complete 
them  would  be  £200,000. 

T.  W.  LEWIS,  JUN. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  has  left  the  Govern- 
ment service ;  if  so,  at  what  date  and  under 


what  circumstances?  Wsbs  a  retiring  allow- 
ance or  any  sum  of  money  over  and  above  his 
salary  paid  to  him ;  if  so,  under  what  authority 
or  right,  and  what  was  the  amount  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  in  reply  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question  his  answer  was  Yes.  In 
reply  to  the  second  part,  Mr.  Lewis  left  the 
service  on  the  80th  April,  1887.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  he  left  the  service  were 
these :  It  was  considered  necessary,  owing  to  the 
state  of  his  health,  that  he  should  obtain  em- 
ployment in  a  warmer  climate ;  and  the  late 
Minister,  upon  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  agreed  to  dis- 
pense vrith  his  services  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions. The  amount  of  compensation  paid  was 
£62  4s.  .7d.  This  amount  was  passed  by  the 
Auditor-General,  and  paid  to  lilr.  Lewis  under 
the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  EXPENDITURE. 

:Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will,  so  far  as  practicable, 
and  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  public  works 
departmental  expenditure,  place  in  the  hands 
of  Harbour  Boards,  County  Councils,  and 
Borough  Councils  that  have  competent  engi- 
neering staffs  the  expenditure  of  votes  for  rail- 
ways, harbour  works,  roads,  and  minor  works 
situate  within  such  harbour  districts,  boroughs, 
and  counties?  He  asked  this  question  in  no 
hostile  spirit,  but  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of 
ascertaining  if  the  Government  would  endea- 
vour to  reduce  the  cost  of  public  works  in 
different  parts  of  New  Zealand,  particularly  on 
the  West  Coast,  where,  he  might  say,  there  was 
a  very  expensive  department  entailed,  and  the 
work  actually  done  was  next  to  nil.  For  in- 
stance, in  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  wharf 
at  Greymouth,  where  there  was  a  Harbom*  Board 
engineer,  the  District  Engineer  had  the  super- 
intendence of  that  work.  Then,  as  to  the 
maintenance  of  roads  running  right  through 
the  coimty,  the  District  Engineer  also  super- 
intended these  matters,  although  the  Councils 
had  their  own  officers.  He  therefore  asked, 
generally,  whether  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared or  not  to  use  the  machinery  of  local 
bodies  in  endeavouring  to  curtail  the  adminis- 
trative expenditure  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  might  say  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  fully  dis- 
close their  proposals  as  regards  this  question 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement ;  but  he  might 
say  in  the  meantime  that  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  tended  somewhat  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  honourable  member. 

REDUCTIONS  UNDER  SPECIAL  ACTS 
AND  CIVIL  LIST. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If 
he  will  state  on  what  particular  items  of  ex- 
penditure under  special  Acts  and  under  Civil 
List  the  reduction  of  £41,450  proposed  in  the 
revised  estimates  is  to  be  made,  and  the 
amount  under  each  item  respectively?  The 
amount  here  referred  to  was  the  differenca 
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that  appeared  on  the  second  column  of  the 
revised  estimates. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  amount 
was  made  up  by  £8,000  compensation  to  officers, 
£15,000  for  second  honorarium  this  session,  and 
£5,000  refund  under  the  Revenues  Act,  which 
was  not  likely  to  recur;  £3,450  was  the  re- 
duction in  the  salaries  and  allowances  of 
Ministers,  and  £10,000  was  the  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  members  of  the  House,  honorarium, 
and  other  matters. 

"  HINEMOA." 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  consider  it  necessary,  in  view  of 
the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Union  Company's 
steamers,  to  send  the  *'  Hinemoa  "  to  Auckland 
to  convey  honourable  members  and  their  rela- 
tives to  and  from  Wellington  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  Government  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  send  the  ^*  Hinemoa" 
to  Auckland  to  convey  members  and  th^r 
relatives  to  Wellington.  There  must  be  some 
misapprehension  in  the  mind  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  thought  he 
was  correct  in  saying  that  the  "  Hinemoa"  had 
not  carried  any  members  and  their  relatives 
since  she  went  to  Greymouth  to  carry  some 
members  and  their  relatives  from  that  part  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— The  ••  Hinemoa"  has  not 
been  to  Greymouth. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
men's pardon — it  was  the  "  Stella." 

PENNY  POST. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  he  will  take  stops  to  extend 
the  penny  postal  system  beyond  its  present 
limits,  either  by  creating  country  penny  postal 
districts  or  extending  it  generally  throughout 
the  colony  ?  His  reason  for  asking  this  ques- 
tion was  the  discontent  that  he  had  noticed 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony  with  regard  to 
the  disadvantages  under  which  country  settlers 
laboured  in  the  matter  of  postage  rates.  In 
the  towns  every  one  was  able  to  take  advantage 
of  the  penny  postal  system ;  but  in  the  country, 
if  one  wished  to  send  a  letter  to  the  next  sta- 
tion, perhaps  only  two  miles  or  so  off,  he  must 
pay  2d.  Settlers  thought  that  some  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  under  which  letters  might 
be  sent  within  a  given  radius  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  for  the  same  amount  of  postage, 
and  that  no  disadvantage  to  the  revenue  could 
accrue  by  this  being  allowed.  It  had  invari- 
ably been  found  that  the  cheapening  of  posta.ge 
had  led  to  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  letters  sent  through  the  post.  He 
thought  that,  if  the  Minister  gave  this  matter 
consideration  and  looked  at  it  in  a  proper  light, 
he  would  be  able  to  grant  this  concession  to 
country  settlers. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  should  be 
very  happy  to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion ;  but  he  feared  he  should  not  be  able  to 
grant  the  concession  which  the  honourable 
gtotleman  wanted.  The  proposal  had  not  been 
attempted,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  'in  any  of 
Mr,  Moss 


the  other  colonies,  and  he  was  advised  that 
there  would  be  very  considerable  loss  to  the 
revenue,  besides  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  the 
public  mind,  as  these  lines  between  districts 
would  have  to  be  in  most  cases  of  an  imaginary 
kind.  He  thought  the  Government  had  gone  as 
far  as  they  could  in  the  penny-postage  system. 
If  the  revenue  was  in  a  condition  to  justify  the 
penny-postage  system  being  extended  to  the 
whole  colony  he  would  be  glad  to  bring  that  in 
force ;  but  that  would  cause  a  loss  of  at  least 
£25,000,  and  honourable  members  would  agree 
that,  in  the  position  of  the  colony's  finances, 
the  Government  would  not  at  the  present  time 
be  justified  in  taking  that  step. 

SCHOOL-AGE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  under  section  83  of 
the  Education  Act  the  following  would  be  found 
in  regard  to  school-age  : — 

*'  No  child  above  school-age  shall  be  admitted 
at  any  public  school  without  the  special  leave 
of  the  Committee,  unless  such  school  is  a 
district  high  school. 

"  *  School-age '  means  any  age  between  the 
years  of  five  and  fifteen,  reckoned  in  each  case 
from  the  last-preceding  birthday." 

He  would  ask  the  Minister  whether  he  had 
taken  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  Law  Officers  as 
to  the  necessity  of  introducing  an  Education 
Act  Amendment  Bill ;  and,  if  the  answer  was 
that  it  was  necessary,  whether  the  ^linister 
would  promise  to  introduce  such  a  mea.«iure. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that  another  honourable 
member  had  already  given  notice  of  a  question 
on  the  same  subject.  Ho  (Mr.  Fisher)  had  the 
opinion  of  the  Crown  Law  Officers  on  the  point* 
but  he  would  answer  next  day,  when  the  ques- 
tion already  given  notice  of  would  be  put. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  area,  situation,  and  value 
of  all  reserves  of  rural  land  of  fifty  acres  in 
extent  and  upwards  within  the  Provincial  Dis- 
tricts of  Canterbury  and  Otago  set  apart  for 
the  purposes  of  primary  or  secondary  educa- 
tion, or  for  collegiate  endowments:  such  re- 
turn to  spedify  the  acreage  of  each  reserve,  to 
state  approximately  the  distance  of  each  such 
reserve  from  the  nearest  town ;  also  to  show  in 
what  body  or  person  such  reserves  respectively 
are  vested,  whether  under  lease  or  other 
tenure,  the  names  of  lessees,  the  rental  paid, 
and  the  dates  at  which  existing  leaises  or 
tenure  will  expire. 

RABBIT-PEST. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COWAN,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  of  all  moneys  paid  during  the  last  two 
years  to  private  individuals  or  companies  in 
Otago  and  Southland  for  the  destruction  of 
rabbits,  giving  Q)  the  names  of  those  to  whom 
such  pajnoients  nave  been  made ;  (2)  the  runs, 
with  areas,  the  poisoning  of  which  has  led  to 
such  payment. 
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GREYMOUTH  HYDRAULIC  CRANES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  total  amount  expended  up 
to  date  for  and  in  connection  with  the  Grey- 
mouth  Wharf  hydraulic  cranes,  and  showing 
separately — (1)  the  cost  of  the  material  for  the 
foundation,  and  the  amount  paid  for  labour  in 
laying  the  foundations  for  the  said  cranes ;  (2) 
the  cost  of  the  material  for  the  chimney-stjEkck, 
and  amount  paid  for  labour  in  building  the 
said  chimney-stack ;  (3)  the  cost  of  the  ma- 
terial for  building,  and  amount  paid  for  labour 
in  erection  of  building  and  machinery  to  date  ; 

(4)  the  tirst  cost  of  the  Greymouth  Wharf 
steam-cranes  when  purchased  from  the  vendor; 

(5)  the  amount  paid  for  commission  and  for 
supervision  in  connection  with  same ;  (6)  the 
amount  paid  for  freight,  insurance,  and  ship- 
ping charges. 

MARINE  REVENUE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBULL,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  details  of  the  sum  of  £16,500 
received  by  the  Government  under  the  item 
"  Marine  "  in  the  Ordinary  Revenue  Account, 
Table  No.  11,  attached  to  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  Ist  November,  1887. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  w^as  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  show- 
ing the  total  amount  of  money  spent  out  of 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan  upon  roads 
and  bridges  between  Wellington  and  Auckland, 
showing  each  work  separately. 

LAND-PURCHASES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBULL,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  amount  of  land  still  in 
possession  of  the  Government  described  as 
being  purchased  out  of  loan  in  Table  No.  2, 
valued  at  £1,115,644  ;  also  showing  if  such  land 
has  been  purchased  from  Natives  or  Europeans. 

GOLDFIELDS  DISCOVERY. 
Mr.  PEACOCK.— Sir,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  my  name  I  need  not  detain  the 
House  long,  inasmuch  as  I  think  that  every 
honourable  member  will  recognise  the  great  im- 
portance of  developing  the  gold-mining  industry 
in  the  way  of  fresh  discoveries :  in  fact,  I  believe 
there  is  nothing  that  is  so  well  calculated  to 
lilt  the  colony  out  of  its  present  difhculties  as 
the  finding  of  an  entirely  new  goldfield.  I  am 
aware  that  on  the  estimates  for  some  years  past 
there  has  been  placed  a  sum  of  £2,500  as  a 
reward  for  the  discovery  of  new  goldfields,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  terms  upon  which  that 
reward  has  been  offered  are  such  as  to  have 
tended  to  render  it  of  no  effect.  At  all  events 
we  are  aware  that  it  has  been  totally  unpro- 
ductive of  any  results.  The  regulations  under 
which  the  money  has  been  promised  to  be  given 
are  to  the  effect  that  not  more  than  £500  would 
be  given  to  any  one  discoverer,  that  the  dis- 
covery should  in  the  case  of  an  alluvial  gold- 


field  not  be  less  than  ten  miles  distant  from 
another  field,  and  in  the  case  of  a  quartz-work- 
ing not  less  than  five  miles  from  the  nearest 
field,  and  that  from  an  alluvial  field  20,000oz. 
of  gold  was  required  to  have  been  obtained 
in  two  years,  and  in  the  case  of  a  quartz-field 
a  similar  amount  of  gold  was  to  have  been 
obtained  within  three  years.  MaJsing  the  re- 
ward so  very  small  as  I  have  mentioned,  and 
the  distance  so  very  slight,  has  had  the  effect  of 
merely  confining  the  attention  of  people  to  the 
continuation  of  the  existing  workings  or  reefs. 
What  I  should  like  to  see  would  be  a  complete 
departure  by  giving  a  reward  of  a  substantial 
character  for  the  discovery  of  an  entirely  new 
goldfield.  It  will  be  seen  that  forty  miles  is  the 
distance  mentioned;  and  that  may  seem  to 
some  honourable  members  too  fax ;  but  I  think, 
as  far  as  the  North  Island  at  all  events  is  con- 
cerned, it  might  very  fairly  be  allo\Yed  to  stand 
as  it  is.  As  to  the  reward  itself,  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  stipulation  is  that  not  less  than  50,000oz. 
shall  be  obtained  from  the  field  within  three 
years  of  the  di^overy,  so  that  the  Government 
will  get  during  that  time  £5,000  in  the  way 
of  gold  duty,  and  the  colony  will  not  be  put  to 
any  actual  outlay  when  the  award  is  paid.  I 
may  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  safe- 
guards have  been  introduced  in  the  motion 
against  prospectors  going  on  Native  lands  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Natives  or  the  consent 
of  the  Native  Minister.  I  feel  satisfied  that  if 
we  follow  a  new  track  in  this  direction,  with- 
out in  any  way  interfering  with  the  amount 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  present  year — 
namely,  £2,000— which  may  or  may  not  be 
offered  as  it  has  been  in  previous  years,  as 
the  House  thinks  fit — by  taking  this  new  de- 
parture, and  endeavouring  to  get  a  goldfield 
apart  from  any  existing  field,  we  shall  be  con- 
ferring a  great  benefit  upon  the  colony.  I  feel 
satisfied  that  the  amount  of  the  reward  promised 
here,  although  it  may  seem  large  at  first  sight, 
will  bo  as  nothing  to  the  advantages  the  colony 
will  reap  in  the  discovery  of  an  entirely  new 
goldfield,  and  the  widespread  prosperity  which 
it  will  bring. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  second  the  motion,  and, 
to  save  time,  I  may  say  that  I  think  it  is  ad- 
visable that  this  resolution  should  be  referred 
to  the  Goldfields  Committee.  As  the  motion 
stands  it  is  somewhat  crude,  and,  if  carried  as 
it  stands,  it  would  be  unworkable,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  think  it  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
from  such  a  foundation  the  Committee  may  be 
able  to  make  a  recommendation  which  will 
result  in  profit  to  the  mining  industry. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That 
this  House  will,  on  Wednesday,  the  16th 
November,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  consider  of  an  address  to  the 
Governor  requesting  His  Excellency  to  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  for  the  current  year 
1887-88  of  the  sum  of  £5,000  as  a  reward  for 
the  discovery  of  a  new  goldfield  in  the  North 
Island,  and  a  sum  of  £5,000  as  a  reward  for 
the  discovery  of  a  new  goldfield  in  the  Middle 
Island,  on  the  following  conditions :  (1.)  That 
the    discovery  must  be   not  less    than    forty 
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miles  from  any  existing  goldfield  or  any  exist- 
ing workings.  (2.)  Such  reward  not  to  be  paid 
miless  50|000oz.  of  gold  have  been  produced 
from  the  new  field  within  three  years  from  the 
date  of  its  being  annomiced.  (8.)  Any  dis- 
covery made  upon  Native  land  without  the 
consent  of  the  Native  owners,  and  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Native  Minister  or  some  authorised 
person  on  his  behalf,  shall  give  no  claim  to  the 
reward." — (Mr.  Peacock.) 
Motion  agreed  to. 

COAL  IMPORT  DUTY. 
LIr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Sir,  this  is  not  the 
first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  bringing  forward  a  motion  of  this  nature; 
but  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last,  as  I  trust  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  motion  in  its  entirety. 
In  moving  that  it  is  desirable  that  an  import 
duty  should  be  imposed  upon  coal,  I  think 
I  am  perfectly  justified  in  making  such  a  mo- 
tion, and  I  think  the  House  will  be  per- 
fectly justified  in  agreeing  to  it.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  some  honourably  members  may 
say  that,  if  we  put  an  import  duty  on  coal,  it 
will  have  the  efiect  of  raising  the  price  of  coal 
to  consumers.  Such  is  not  the  case.  We  have 
now  some  of  the  most  important  coal-mines, 
X>erhap8,  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  at  West- 
port,  Greymouth,  Mokihinui,  and  Gollingwood. 
Any  honourable  member  who  has  perused  Dr. 
Hector's  report  on  those  mines  will  see  that  he 
says  that  there  is  coal  there  sufficient  to  supply 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand  for  the  next  thousand 
years.  If  there  were  reciprocity  in  trade  be- 
tween this  colony  and  New  South  Wales,  per- 
haps it  would  be  considered  invidious  to  bring 
forward  such  a  motion  as  this ;  but  that  is  not  the 
case.  In  New  South  Wales  they  impose  a  duty 
on  hams,  bacon,  butter,  cheese,  and  other  pro- 
duce from  New  Zealand ;  and  I  ask,  then,  why 
should  we  not  impose  a  duty  on  coal  imported 
from  that  colony,  particularly  when  this  will  be 
a  great  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  this  country? 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  Greymouth  alone, 
in  consequence  of  the  import  of  Newcastle  coal, 
the  coal-miners  do  not  get  more  than  one-half 
work.  Let  honourable  members  take  into 
consideration  the  vast  amount  of  prosperity 
which  would  accrue  to  the  whole  colony  in 
the  event  of  this,  duty  being  imposed,  and  in 
the  event  of  our  haviog  to  supply  this  colony 
with  nearly  200,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum 
more  than  at  present.  It  would  mean  to  the 
coal-getters  a  return  of  fully  8s.  a  ton.  That 
would  mean  over  £70,000  a  year  spent  in  wages 
in  the  colony.  We  talk  about  the  import- 
ance of  constructing  the  Midland  Railway,  but 
I  maintain  that  the  Midland,  North  Island 
Trunk,  and  other  railways  will  have  little 
efiect  in  increasing  the  prosperity  of  New  Zea- 
land in  comparison  with  our  mining  industry. 
We  are  assembled  here  to  do  all  the  good  we 
can  to  the  colony,  and  I  say  it  behoves  us  to 
weigh  seriously  a  matter  of  this  sort.  If  we 
were  doing  any  harm  to  the  colony  or  to  any 
individuals  in  it  by  imposing  this  tax,  I  would 
be  one  of  the  last  to  bring  forward  such  a 
motion.    We  shall  certainly  not  be  benefiting 


one  particular  institution ;  and  I  say  at  once 
that  that  is  the  Union  Steamship  Gompaay^. 
Honourable  members  may  say  "  Oh !  *'  oat  I 
say  it  is  so.  The  Union  Company  are  the  ooly 
people  in  the  colony  who  benefit  directly  bj 
free  importation,  excepting,  perhaps,  in  some 
oases  where  a  vessel  comes  down  from  New- 
castle with  coal  ballast,  in  which  case  the  laj^ 
coal  merchants  in  Dunedin,  Christchorch,  and 
Wellington  embrace  the  opportunity  of  pur- 
chasing a  large  <}uantity  of  coal  at  a  ebeap 
rate.  And  I  mamtain  that  if  we  have  this 
duty  put  upon  imported  coal  it  will  result  in 
very  much  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony.  I  do  not  think  I  have  anything  mare 
to  say ;  I  therefore  move  the  motion  standing 
in  my  name. 

Mr.  FELDWICK.— I  have  much  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  motion.  I  supported  it  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  brought  the  matter 
up  before,  for  I  consider  it  is  entirely  wrong 
that  coal  should  be  brought  from  a  distant 
colony  to  this  colony,  when  there  are  good 
coal-mines  here;  and,  with  so  many  people 
unemployed  in  this  colony,  it  is  only  right 
that  every  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
the  coal-mining  industry,  for  at  the  present 
time,  I  understand,  there  are  hundreds  of  men 
out  of  work  in  this  country.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  the  principal  coal  used  for  gas-making 
purposes  is  the  Westport  coal. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  Greymouth  coal. 

Mr.  FELDWICK.— At  any  rate,  as  f ar  aa 
gas  is  concerned,  all  the  coal  that  is  necessary 
for  that  is  to  bo  found  within  the  colony;  and 
I  think  the  coal  we  use  should  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  produced  among  us.  On  the  present 
occasion  I  am  totally  unprepared  to  speak  on 
the  subject,  the  question  having  come  upon  me 
unexpectedly.  I  think  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  when  coal  will  be  discovered  on  the  East 
Coast  as  well  as  on  the  West.  I  believe  that  in 
my  own  district  coal  exists,  and  in  very  large 
quantities.  I  consider  that  the  amount  of 
duty  the  honourable  member  asks  for  is  ve^ 
moderate ;  and,  supposing  his  resolution  is 
carried,  and  the  Government  agree  to  it,  I 
believe  it  will  bo  for  the  benefit  of  every  person 
in  the  colony. 

Llotion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable 
and  necessary  that  an  import  duty  of  not  less 
than  2s.  6d.  per  ton  be  imposed  on  all  coal  im- 
ported into  the  colony  from  other  countries." — 
(Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves.) 

Mr.  WARD.— I  hope  the  House  will  not  pess 
this  resolution.  I  consider,  if  it  does  so,  it  will 
simply  bring  the  question  of  protection  in  this 
colony  into  discredit.  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able the  mover  has  not  given  this  matter  the 
consideration  which  it  deserves  from  all  pointa 
of  view.  He  has  said  that  the  only  institution 
which  would  benefit  by  continuing  the  free 
introduction  of  coal  into  this  colony  is  the 
Union  Steam  Shipping  Company.  That  may 
or  may  not  be  the  case ;  but  the  people  to  be 
benefited  are  also  the  farmers.  I  will  explain 
how.  At  the  present  time  it  is  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  the  farmers  are  able  to  convey 
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their  produce  over  to  the  other  colonies,  and 
they  rely  upon  the  importation  of  coal  from 
Newcastle  to  enahle  them  to  obtain  aailing- 
▼essels  for  the  return  journey ;  and  if  this  duty 
were  imposed  it  would  have  the  effect  of  de- 
priving them  of  the  return  freight,  and  they 
would  therefore  suffer  from  such  a  course  being 
taken.  I  am  not  a  coal-merchant,  and  I  am 
not  speaking  in  the  slightest  degree  in  any  in- 
terested manner.  But  it  has  come  under  my 
notice  that  the  conveyance  of  farmers'  produce 
from  this  colony  to  New  South  WeAes  depends 
in  a  gpreat  measure  on  whether  the  vessels  can 
get  a  return-freight  of  coal.  New  South  Wales 
is  a  Free-trade  country. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No ;  there  is  a  duty  on 
cheese. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  am  quite  willing  to  admit 
that  there  is  a  duty  in  New  South  Wales  on 
several  articles  imported  from  New  Zealand, 
and  the  farmers,  who  are  really  the  backbone 
of  the  country,  will  have  their  position  made 
much  worse  than  it  is  at  present  by  the  carry- 
ing of  this  motion.  I  am  surprised  to  see  some 
honourable  gentlemen  supporting  this  motion, 
because  there  are  many  factories  established  in 
this  country  wliich  depend  greatly  on  the  use 
of  Newcastle  coal  for  carrying  on  their  busi- 
ness. I  therefore  hope  the  Government  will 
carefully  consider  the  proposal  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangohua,  and  will  reject  it. 

Mr,  TAYLOB. — I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that 
a  motion  of  this  kind  has  been  brought  forward, 
because  I  think  a  great  many  members  of 
this  House  will  remember  that  when  the  West 
Coast  harbour  loans  were  asked  for  they  were 
sanctioned  to  some  extent  on  representations 
made  by  members  from  those  districts  that 
theywould  be  the  means  of  opening  up  the  coal- 
districts,  and  that  in  about  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  they  would  be  able  to  keep  foreign 
coal  out  of  New  Zealand.  When  you  find 
honourable  members  representing  these  coai- 
districts  supporting  this  motion  it  is  an  indica- 
tion that  they  have  sympathy  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  distinctly  state  that  I  shall  oppose 
the  resolution,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  in  the 
wrong  direction.  I  am  sure  the  honourable 
member,  if  he  had  taken  care  to  properly  weigh 
the  subject,  would  have  delayed  it  till  next 
session,  when  the  Government  have  undertaken 
to  deal  with  the  tariff,  and  we  shall  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  matter.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  honourable  member 
will  withdraw  the  motion,  and  allow  the 
Gk>vemmont  a  fair  and  reasonable  tune  to  deal 
with  the  subject  in  connection  with  the  tariff. 
It  is  unfair  to  interfere  with  the  tariff  in  this 
manner.  This  is  an  instruction  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  put  on  a  duty.  I  trusi  that,  in  the 
interests  of  a  large  section  of  the  community, 
and  also  in  the  interests  of  the  district  the 
honourable  member  represents,  he  will  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  should  not  have  risen  to 
speak  had  I  not  been  so  directly  challenged  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua ;  and  I 
think,  therefore,  I  should  certainly  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation.    The  honourable  mem- 


ber has  stated  incorrectly  that  this  coal  trade 
is  one  carried  on  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the 
company  with  which  I  am  connected.  I  say,  on 
the  contrary,  that  that  is  not  the  case.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  sailing-vessels  in  the 
trade,  and  the  effect  of  imposing  this  duty  will 
be  to  drive  away  these  vessels  and  place  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  compojiy.  As 
the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  has  told  us, 
the  coal-freight  from  Newcastle  enables  vessels 
to  come  here  and  take  our  produce  to  Sydney 
at  reasonable  rates  of  freight;  but  if  this  duty 
is  carried  we  shall  drive  these  vessels  away, 
as,  if  they  only  get  freight  one  way,  that  would 
mean  they  would  require  double  rates,  so  that 
the  farmers  of  the  country  will  be  very  seriously 
handicapped  indeed.  I  will  not  say  anything 
further ;  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  argu- 
ing a  personal  cause.  I  say  this  by  way  of 
explanation. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  the  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  and  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  in  reference 
to  the  farmers.  Instead  of  their  sending  their 
produce  out  of  the  colony  for  the  benefit  of  the 
coal-miners  of  Newcastle,  that  produce  would 
be  consumed  by  the  coal-miners  of  the  West 
Coast.  I  say  there  are  enough  in  the  Grey 
Valley  to  consume  it. 

An  Hon.  !Mbmbeb. — How  many  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  have  not  seen  any  state- 
ment as  to  the  amount  of  trade  done  with 
Newcastle  ;  but  I  do  say  we  have  vast  mineral 
resources  which  camiot  be  sacrificed  because  of 
a  few  farmers*  interests  in  Southland :  that  is 
really  what  the  argument  amounts  to,  that  you 
are  to  sacrifice  and  not  develop  your  coal- 
measures  because  the  farmers  are  sending 
some  of  their  produce  over  to  New  South 
Wales. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Where  it  must  be  sold 
at  a  loss. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  have  protected 
themselves  against  New  Zealand  products — 
New  Zealand  wheat,  Now  Zealand  horses, 
New  Zealand  butter,  New  Zealand  cheese,  and 
so  on ;  so  that  I  fail  to  see,  myself,  why  we 
should  refuse  to  grant  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua.  I  say  we 
ought  to  take  into  consideration  the  interests 
of  the  companies  working  on  the  West  Coast, 
and  I  say  that,  were  it  not  for  the  introduction 
of  Newcastle  coal,  many  mines  would  com- 
mence work  immediately.  I  may  state  to  the 
House  that  the  Westport  Coal  Company  pro- 
pose closing  one  of  their  mines — that  at  Coal-pit 
Heath  —  because  there  is  not  a  consumption 
required  in  the  colony  for  more  than  one  mine. 
I  hope  the  House  will  therefore  agree  to  im- 
pose a  duty  on  this  imported  coal,  and  will  give 
us  an  opportunity  of  having  our  coal-mines 
thoroughly  developed.  I  presume  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  will  support  this  motion,  because  the 
tax  imposed  upon  the  imported  coal  would  be 
the  means  of  increasing  the  revenue,  and  would 
be  the  means  of  providing  labour  and  keeping 
the  people  in  the  country. 
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Dr.  FITCHETT.— The  honoutable  mem- 
bers who  have  urged  the  rejection  of  this 
motion  on  the  ground  that  it  would  have 
an  injurious  influence  on  tlio  farmers  of  the 
colony  are,  I  think,  in  error,  because  it  is 
one  of  the  axioms  of  political  economy  that 
the  duty  is  paid  by  tbo  producer  and  not  by 
the  consumer.  There  are  no  imports  of  cereals 
into  New  South  Wales  which  can  at  all  com- 
pete with  those  from  New  Zealand,  even  though 
the  consumer  in  New  South  Wales  should  pay 
the  duty  of  2s.  6d.  which  this  motion  seeks  to 
impose.  An  honourable  gentleman  near  me 
says  that  the  farmers  would  have  to  pay  a 
higher  freight  on  the  wheat  that  they  export 
from  this  colony  if  we  impose  this  coal  duty ; 
but  I  take  it  that  that  additional  freight  would 
be  added  to  the  price  in  New  South  Wales,  ojid 
the  consumer  would  have  to  pay  the  cost  of 
transit  as  well  as  the  duty.  I  also  think  that, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  imposition  of  this 
duty  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  em- 
ployment on  the  West  Coast,  and  increasing  the 
production  of  a  native  product  with  which  the 
prosperity  of  New  Zealand  is  so  intimately 
connected,  the  House  would  do  well  to  sup- 
port the  motion.  As  to  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  I  can 
only  congratulate  him  on  the  large  amount  of 
self-sftcritice  which  lie  shows.  Ho  represents 
Port  Chalmers  and  the  Union  Company,  and 
the  carrying  of  this  resolution  would  give  a 
monopoly  to  that  company :  therefore  he  can- 
not support  it. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.  —  This  is  just  one  of  those 
subjects  which  are  sure  to  crop  up  on  which 
Protectionists  and  Free-traders  will  have  dif- 
ferent opinions.  It  seems  to  me  that  some 
honourable  gentlemen  are  very  anxious  to  pro- 
tect everything  that  concerns  themselves.  They 
arc  not  fair  in  their  style  of  protection.  It  has 
often  been  acknowledged,  and,  indeed,  never 
disputed,  that  coal  and  gold  are  the  leading 
industries  in  this  colony.  The  coal  belongs  to 
the  colony,  and  the  coalfields  are  its  property, 
and  the  colony  gets  a  royalty  on  every  ton 
that  is  produced.  And,  besides  that,  it  imposes 
a  very  high  railway  tariff  for  carrying  the  coal 
from  the  mines  to  the  seaboard.  The  reason 
which  has  been  given  for  imposing  this  tariff 
and  royalty  is  that  it  is  in  order  that  the  funds 
arising  therefrom  should  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
fund  wherewith  to  construct  harbour  works  and 
improve  the  means  of  exportation.  If  it  is  well 
for  the  colony  to  put  these  additional  charges 
on  the  people  of  New  Zealand  for  the  consump- 
tion of  their  own  products,  is  it  not  reasonable, 
at  the  same  time,  to  put  a  duty  on  all  coal 
coming  from  other  countries,  so  that  it  also 
should  contribute  something  towards  these 
works?  I  do  not  attach  much  weight  to  the 
argument  raised  as  to  the  Canterbury  farmers. 
If  those  farmers  would  only  utilise  their  land  in 
producing  a  less  exhaustive  crop  than  wheat, 
and  one  for  which  they  could  find  a  readier 
market,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  colony ; 
and  it  is  a  very  bad  argument  to  say  that  we 
should  (uo.umber  one  of  the  grandest  indus- 
tries of  \,he  colony  in  order  to  foster  a  trade 


which  is  undoubtedly  exhausting  our  soil.  I 
may  also  say,  with  regard  to  that  argument, 
that,  if  these  farmers  want  protection  for  their 
industry,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  coal  trade 
could  easily  be  put  on  such  a  footing  that 
before  long  our  mines  would  not  only  supply  all 
that  is  required  for  our  own  market,  but  send 
thousands  of  tons  away  to  other  countries. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  lately  of  the 
desirability  of  establishing  reciprocity  with 
other  colonies,  and  I  say  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment desire  to  establish  reciprocity  with  New 
South  Wales,  they  should  make  this  coal  duty 
the  basis  of  their  negotiations.  If  they  did  so 
they  would  very  soon  compel  that  colony  to 
admit  not  only  the  products  of  the  Canterbury 
farmers,  but  those  from  all  parts  of  the  colony, 
free.  There  is  no  doubt  either  that  such 'a 
course  would  be  serving  their  own  people's 
interest  too,  for  we  supply  them  with  food,  and 
it  would  he  a  great  advantage  to  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  to  get  their  food  cheap.  I 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  Iflist,  that  the  charges  on  these  products 
fall  on  the  consumer  and  not  on  the  producer. 
But  we  have  now  to  consider  how  we  can 
best  encourage  our  own  native  industries. 
We  have  been  told  that  by  the  Premier. 
I  shall  be  surprised,  after  his  Financial 
Statement,  if  he  should  vote  against  this  mo- 
tion ;  for  he  showed  in  that  Statement  that  it 
was  distinctly  the  desire  of  the  Government  to 
develop  the  coal  trade.  It  is  well  know^n  that 
working  a  mine  on  a  small  scale  makes  the  pro- 
duct more  costly,  and  gives  less  return  to  the 
producer  ;  and  if  we  could  do  anything,  whether 
by  superior  appliances  or  otherwise,  so  as  to 
create  a  larger  trade  and  develop  our  coal- 
mines, those  mines  would  be  able  to  supply 
the  coal  at  very  much  cheaper  rates  than  they 
can  do  now,  I  sec  no  reason  why  this  duty 
should  not  be  put  on  coal ;  but  I  think  the 
money  should  not  go  to  the  Colonial Trea-sury  to 
be  applied  to  ordinary  purposes,  but  should  be 
set  aside  and  devoted  to  the  same  purpose  as 
wo  now  put  the  coal  revenue  to  —  that  is,  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  harbours.  In  my  opinion  tliere  is 
no  aim  which  this  Legislature  should  keep 
before  it  more  than  that  of  the  development 
of  this  industry.  It  employs  a  large  number 
of  colonists  and  gives  them  good  wages  ;  and  it 
is  well  known  that  in  that  part  of  the  colony 
there  is  a  very  large  consumption  of  products 
from  Canterbury  and  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  quantity  of  coal  imported  from  New- 
castle is  a  very  small  item  in  comparison  with 
the  quantity  coming  from  the  coal  -  raising 
part  of  the  colony  which  is  consiuned  in  the 
colony ;  and  the  free  importation  of  coal  from 
other  countries  is  doing  a  great  injury  to  the 
working-classes.  I  think  it  w^ould  be  a  very 
good  thing  if,  in  future  arrangements  with  the 
owners  of  steamers  for  the  conveyance  of  mails, 
the  Government  made  it  compulsory  that  they 
should  use  New  Zealand  coal ;  for  we  can  supply 
it  as  cheaply  as  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  our  people  should 
not  get  some  return  for  their  enterprise.    As  I 
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haTe  said,  the  coalfields  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  only  supply  our.own  requirements,  but  send 
large  quantities  of  coal  to  other  countries  far 
distant  from  here ;  and  the  way  to  aid  that  is 
to  foster  as  much  as  we  can  the  mines,  which 
are  now  struggling  under  great  difficulties.  It 
is  not  a  legitimate  struggle.  Vessels  are  pro- 
tected in  carrying  grain  to  New  South  Wales, 
when  they  must  either  come  back  empty  or 
bring  coal  at  a  ruinously  low  rate.  In  that 
way  the  other  colony  is  brought  into  unfair 
competition  with  the  mines  on  the  West  Coast. 
If  this  Newcastle  trade  is  to  be  encouraged  in  the 
interests  of  the  Canterbury  farmers,  it  will  be 
to  the  loss  of  a  far  more  valuable  industry  on 
the  West  Coast.  We  know  that  Now  South 
Wales  will  only  be  available  to  the  Canterbury 
fanner  as  long  as  wheat  is  scarce  in  that 
colony,  and  when  it  is  in  plenty  that  trade  will 
be  at  an  end ;  whilst  on  the  West  Coast  there  is 
and  will  bo  a  constant  consumption  of  every 
product  of  the  colony.  The  Canterbury  farmers 
arc  going  against  their  own  interest  in  opposing 
this  duty,  and  I  deny  that  it  will  increase  the 
price  of  coal,  for  it  will  cause  competition,  and 
where  there  is  competition  the  consumer  always 
gets  his  goods  cheaper. 

3Ir.  FISHER.  —1  am  bound  to  say  that  this 
motion  puts  the  principle  of  Protection  in  its 
most  objectionable  light.  To  say  nothing  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  carrying-out  of  such 
a  motion  would  affect  every  household  in  the 
country,  I  would  point  out  that  it  is  a  motion 
which  seeks  to  benefit  one  industry  by  striking 
a  direct  blow  at  every  other  industry  in  the 
colony.  In  discussing  questions  of  this  kind 
one  ounce  of  fact  is  worth  a  ton  of  theory. 
I  therefore  call  attention  to  one  instance, 
that  of  the  Wellington  Woollen  Company,  the 
directors  of  which  are  as  strong  Protectionists 
OS  it  is  possible  to  find ;  yet  they,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  company,  which  has  a  great 
struggle  before  it,  have  to  buy  coal  in  the 
cheapest  market,  and  they  buy  Newcastle  coal 
when  it  is  cheapest.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  Canterbury  farmers 
in  particular  ;  but  I  would  ask,  arc  the  farmers 
throughout  the  colony  to  have  the  Australian 
market  altogether  closed  to  them,  which  would 
be  the  cose  if  this  duty  were  imposed?  To 
keep  down  freights  for  agricultural  produce 
the  steamers  must  have  return  cargoes.  By 
a  natural  and  gradual  process  colonial  coal  is 
gradually  supplanting  foreign  coal.  In  18S2 
there  were  129,682  tons  of  coal  imported  into 
the  colony  from  Newcastle,  and  in  1886  there 
were  only  119,873  tons  imported.  The  output 
of  coal  within  the  colony  for  the  year  1882  was 
.378,272  tons,  and  in  1886  it  had  risen  to  534,853 
tons.  These  figures  show  that  the  colonial  coal 
is  rapidly  shutting  out  the  imported,  and  it  is 
clear  that  when  the  harbour  facilities  at  West- 
port  and  Grey  mouth  are  completed  there  will 
be  comparatively  little  New  South  Wales 
coal  imported.  I  say,  speaking  in  the  in- 
terest of  every  industry  in  the  colony  which 
requires  coal  to  carry  on  its  operations,  we 
ought  not  to  agree  to  this  motion.  I  do  not 
wish  to  repeat  now  what  has  been  said,  and  so 


well  said,  by  many  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject ;  but,  in  order  to 
bring  the  discussion  to  a  close,  I  beig  to  move, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  to  this  day  fort- 
night. 
Debate  adjourned. 

LINEMEN. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON,  in  moving  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name,  said  that  the  subject 
referred  to  had  been  before  the  House  on  one 
or  two  occasions  not  only  this  session  but  last 
session,  and  on  each  occasion  the  stereotyped 
answer  was  given  that  the  matter  would  re- 
ceive consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  as  yet  nothing  had  come  of  the 
matter.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  a  rea- 
sonable proposition.  He  did  not  propose  in 
any  way  to  curtail  the  working -hours  cf  the 
employes  of  the  Governmenc  on  the  railways, 
but  to* so  adjust  their  hours  of  labour  as  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  gaining  Saturday  after- 
noons for  attending  to  any  domestic  or  other 
duties  which  they  might  have  to  perform. 
Most  of  the  linemen,  he  might  mention,  had 
cottages  on  the  railway-lines,  and  most  of 
them,  he  was  glad  to  observe,  cultivated  a 
patch  of  land  near  their  cottages ;  and  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  this  work  on  Saturday  after- 
noons would  be  very  acceptable  to  them.  An 
honourable  gentleman,  he  noticed,  had  indi- 
cated an  intention  to  ask  a  question  at  some 
future  date  as  to  whether  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  department  hod  considered  the 
desirability  of  allowing  the  men  to  work  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  longer  on  certain  days,  so 
that  they  may  have  time  to  themselves  on 
some  day  in  the  week  to  be  fixed  upon.  Any 
concession  of  that  kind  would  be  most  gratefully 
accepted  by  a  very  large  number  of  men.  He 
might  say  that  such  a  concession  was  in  force 
on  the  Foxton-New  Plymouth  line  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  it 
resulted  in  any  inconvenience  to  the  public 
service  ;  but  it  was  withdrawn  for,  so  far  as  he 
was  aware,  no  good  reason  at  all,  and  the 
former  state  of  things  was  reverted  to.  He 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  be  able  to 
indicate  that  arrangements  might  be  made  of 
the  character  he  had  indicated,  and  that  such 
arrangements  would  come  into  operation  at  an 
early  date. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  forty-eight  hours'  weekly  task  of  the 
linemen  on  the  Government  railways  be  so 
arranged  as  to  terminate  at  noon  on  Saturdays, 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  public  safety." — {Mr.  Hutchison.) 

Mr.  ]MITCHELSON  trusted  the  honourable 
member  would  see  his  way  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  for  it  was  not  acceptable  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  its  present  form.  The  question  of 
which  notice  had  been  given  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki  indicated  a  way  in  which, 
perhaps,  the  desire  of  the  men  might  be  met ; 
but  it  was  not  easy  to  devise  a  plan  for  giving 
the  luilway  employes  the  whole  of  Saturday 
afternoon,  especially  as  the  traffic  on  that  par- 
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ticalar  day  was  greater  than  upon  any  other 
day  in  the  week ;  besides  which  it  was  considered 
by  the  officers  of  the  department  absolntely 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  public  safety  that 
the  men  should  go  along  the  railway-lines  and 
inspect  them,  without  long  intervals  interven- 
ing between  such  inspections.  There  was  no 
desire  whatever  to  act  harshly  towards  the 
railway  employes,  who,  of  course,  had  just  as 
much  right  to  the  Saturday  half -holiday  as  any 
other  class  in  the  community :  at  the  same 
time,  there  were  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way,  and  he  trusted  the  honourable  member 
would,  under  these  circumstances,  withdraw 
the  motion,  on  the  assurance  that  tjie  Govern- 
ment would  do  whatever  was  possible,  so  that 
the  men  might  have  at  least  one  hour  ofi  duty 
on  Saturday  afternoons. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  said,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara  having  alluded  to  a  question 
of  which  he  (Mr.  Marchant)  had  given  notice, 
he  desired  to  say  that  he  hod  not  observed  that 
the  honourable  member's  motion  was  on  the 
Order  Paper,  or,  as  a  matter  of  etiquette,  he 
would  not  have  given  notice  of  his  question 
until  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member 
hod  been  disposed  of.  But  there  were  a  great 
many  linemen  in  his  district,  and,  though 
none  of  them  had  spoken  to  him  asking  for 
such  a  concession  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara  asked  for,  they  had  asked  him  to 
try  and  induce  the  Government  to  allow  them 
to  knock  off  an  hour  earlier  on  Saturday,  and 
make  up  the  time  by  working  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  longer  on  other  four  days  in  the  week.  If 
the  Government  could  see  their  way  to  grant 
the  concession  which  the  honourable  member 
asked  for,  of  course  it  would  be  a  still  greater 
cause  for  thankfulness  on  the  part  of  the  men. 

Mr.  WILSON  might  point  out  that  the 
Wellington  and  Manavvatu  Kailway  Company 
allowed  their  employes  at  the  Wellington  end 
of  the  railway- line  the  concession  now  asked 
for  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara ; 
and  he  could  thoroughly  indorse  what  the 
honourable  member  had  said  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  men  on  the  Government  lines  were 
very  anxious  to  get  this  concession,  and  he 
hoped  that,  if  the  Minister  at  all  saw  his  way 
clear,  he  would  consent  to  it.  But,  having 
pressed  the  matter  upon  the  Minister,  he  hoped 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  would 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  supported  the  motion  be- 
cause of  the  representations  made  to  him  in 
the  South  with  regard  to  the  hardship  under 
which  railway  employes  laboured,  as  indicated 
in  the  motion.  In  every  other  department  of 
trade,  or  business,  or  occupation  the  em- 
ploj'es  usually  had  a  half-holiday  on  Saturday, 
or,  at  any  rate,  on  one  day  of  the  week,  and  he 
did  not  see  why  the  railway  employes  should 
not  enjoy  the  same  privilege.  The  Minister 
for  Public  Works  had  stated  that  it  was  not 
convenient  for  the  Government,  or  for  the 
traffic  on  the  railways,  that  a  holiday  should  be 
given  on  Saturday  afternoons.  Perhaps  that 
was  so ;  but  there  was  no  reason,  it  seemed  to 
him,  why  they  should  not  have  an  afternoon 
Mr.  MitcJielson 


on  some  other  day  in  the  week  to  caltinkka 
their  gardens,— or  to  cultivate  their  minds,  for 
that  matter.  He  thought  that  all  men  should 
have  some  leisure  at  their  disposal  dnrixxg  the 
week;  and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
give  the  matter  their  consideration,  and  see 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  them  an 
afternoon  in  the  week,  letting  them  make  it 
up  in  some  other  way. 

Mr.  BBUCE  might  say  that  he  moved  in  this 
direction  last  session,  but  was  met  with  a  de- 
cided negative,  from  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  at  that  time,  to  what  seemed  to  him  a 
perfectly  reasonable  and  legitimate  request; 
and  he  should  not  have  risen  on  this  occasion 
were  it  not,  as  might  be  in  the  recollection  of 
some  honourable  members,  that  he  had  already 
moved  in  this  direction  this  session,  and  had 
received  an  answer  from  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  which  he  thought  would  satisfy 
any  fair  or  reasonable  man,  that  ho  was  going 
to  give  the  matter  every  oonsideracion.  He 
had  put  the  question  to  the  ^linistcr  because  he 
thought  that,  if  we  could,  consistently  with  the 
public  safety,  grant  these  men  the  concession 
asked  for,  it  was  our  duty  to  do  so ;  for  they 
had  really  as  much  right  to  consideration 
in  this  matter  as  Civil  servants,  who  had  less 
arduous  duties  to  perform. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lie  Works  was  always  praising  up  the  Rail- 
way Board  in  Victoria,  he  might  say  they  had 
seen  their  way  to  give  linemen  a  half-day's 
holiday ;  and  the  Government  had  done  so  for 
years  before  there  was  any  Board  at  all.  As  it 
was  done  there,  why  should  it  not  be  done  in 
New  Zealand  ? 

Mr.  FISH  would  like  to  express  his  desire 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  see 
his  way  to  grant  the  concession  asked  for ;  and 
he  could  say,  as  a  man  with  practical  know- 
ledge, that  it  might  be  easily  arranged.  Of 
course  he  was  quite  aware  that  the  interests 
of  the  public  safety  must  be  considered;  but, 
those  interests  being  conserved,  he  fancied 
there  could  be  no  solid  objection  to  the  con- 
cession. Of  course  artisans  and  other  persons 
usually  did  get  a  half-holiday ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  they  lost  a  half -day's  pay, 
and  ho  did  not  think  that  the  railway  employ^ 
would  be  prepared  to  lose  a  half-day's  pay. 
However,  that  might  bo  arranged  by  allowing 
them  to  work  a  half-hour  extra  on  other  da^rs  in 
the  week.  He  had  no  doubt,  speaking  from  his 
experience  of  working-men,  that  the  concession 
would  be  regarded  as  a  great  boon. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  that  the  House 
would  hardly  care,  after  the  statement  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  after  what  they 
knew  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  late  Minister  for 
Public  Works — although  ho  had  not  spoken  on 
the  motion  that  day  —  to  agree  to  carry  the 
motion  and  express  a  decided  opinion  that 
such  a  proposal  as  that  brought  before  the 
House  should  be  given  effect  to.  He  thought, 
therefore,  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara 
would  have  done  all  that  could  have  been  ex- 
pected of  him  by  his  constituents  in  bringing 
the  matter  prominently  before  the  House,  and 
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that  he  should,  after  hearing  the  statements 
which  had  been  made,  now  withdraw  the 
motion.  The  Government  had  as  full  sympathy 
with  the  woiking-men  as  any  members  of  the 
House  ;  and  he  himself  felt  very  strongly  that 
it  was  desirable  that  working-people  as  well  as 
others  should  have  leisure  at  certain  times  in 
the  week.  Therefore  if  it  were  possible  he  was 
quite  sure  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  grant  the  concession  which  had  been 
asked  for.  The  case  of  the  Manawatu  Railway 
was  hardly  in  point.  Theirs  was  practically  a 
xiew  line,  and  there  was  not  the  need  for  lookmg 
after  it  in  the  same  way  as  there  was  in  the 
case  of  a  line  which  had  been  some  time  in 
use.  He  knew  that  the  question  in  the  minds 
of  the  officials  of  the  Railway  Department  in 
this  matter  was  simply  that  of  the  public 
safety.  They  did  not  like  the  idea  of  allowing 
the  line  to  remain  un visited  for  many  hours 
together,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  House 
would  not  like  to  take  upon  itself  the  responsi- 
hility  of  usurping  the  functions  of  the  Executive 
Government  and  saying  where  men  were  to  be 
taken  off  and  where  they  were  to  be  put  on. 
The  desire  of  the  Government  was  to  give  as 
much  liberty  as  possible  to  railway-men,  and 
he  thought  the  House  would  act  reasonably  in 
not  agreeing  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  might  say  that, 
having  heard  the  reply  of  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  he  thought  there 
was  no  question  that  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion should  have  accepted  the  advice  given  and 
should  have  withdrawn  the  resolution  ;  because 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  answer  was  quite 
as  much  as  he  could  have  reasonably  expected, 
and  that  he  would  be  more  likely  to  gain  his 
end  by  accepting  the  advice  than  by  pressing 
forward  the  motion.  There  was  nothing  fur- 
ther to  be  advanced  in  the  matter.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  railway  officials  were  just 
as  anxious  to  give  this  concession  as  any  one, 
and  there  were  sections  where  the  conditions 
were  favourable  for  granting  it;  but  in  some 
parts  of  the  colony  it  could  not  be  done  with 
safety  to  the  public,  and  the  difficulty  which 
always  arose  was  this :  that,  if  the  concession 
were  granted  on  certain  lines  and  not  on  others, 
there  would  be  jealousies  and  differences  be- 
tween the  employes,  who  would  not  be  able  to 
understand  that  there  was  a  great  difference  in 
the  positions.  However,  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said,  after  the  statement 
which  had  been  mode  by  the  ^linister,  and 
the  advice  which  had  been  given  him  from 
both  sides  of  the  House,  he  should  withdraw  the 
motion  with  very  much  satisfaiCtion,  and  some 
confidence  also  that  the  Minister  would  grant 
whatever  concession  could  be  granted. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

WESTLAND  PUBLIC  WORKS 
Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  agreed  to,  unopposed,  earlier  in  the  sitting 
that  day;  but  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
objected  to  it  on  the  ground,  he  understood, 


that  its  preparation  would  involve  expense. 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  no- 
expense  whatever  would  be  entailed.  Its  object 
was  to  set  forth  what  public  works,  from  the 
Slst  March  last  year  to  the  80th  September 
this  year,  were  under  construction  by  the 
General  Government  from  Westport  down  to 
Hokitika.  The  whole  of  the  works  in  course  of 
construction  were  the  Greymouth  wharf,  the 
ereccion  of  a  steam-crane,  the  maintenance  of 
the  Christchurch  road,  and  the  expenditure  of 
some  £7,000  or  £8,000  on  the  Greymouth-Hoki- 
tika  Railway.  Seeing  that  all  the  expenditure 
had  gone  through  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment here,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  getting  the  information.  He  was  in- 
clined to  think,  however,  that  there  were  rea- 
sons— ^which  he  had  not  wished  to  mention  in  the 
House — ^why  the  department  did  not  care  about 
the  return  being  given;  and  they  were  that, 
if  the  return  was  compiled,  it  would  prove 
to  the  Ministry  and  the  House  that  they 
must,  so  far  as  the  West  Coast  was  con- 
cerned, cut  down  the  administrative  expenses. 
They  kept  a  District  Engineer  there,  with 
men  under  him,  and  the  cost  of  supervision; 
was  altogether  too  high.  While  they  were 
spending  but  little  money,  they  had  been  keep- 
ing up  a  large  staff,  and  were  still  doing  so. 
It  was  to  give  this  information  to  the  House 
that  he  asked  for  the  return;  and  it  was- 
the  first  time  he  had  known  such,  a  motion 
to  be  opposed.  The  return  could  be  made  up- 
in  twenty-four  hours,  without  expense.  With 
this  explanation  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  probably  consent  to  the  return  being, 
made.  If  the  Ministers  wished  to  retrench,  by 
this  motion  a  direction  in  which  retrenchment 
could  take  place  was  indicated,  for  the  super- 
vision could  be  thrown  on  the  local  bodies,  not 
only  without  loss  to  the  colony,  but  with  profit 
to  the  district. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  '^  That 
a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  showing — ^1) 
the  total  amount  expended  by  the  Public  WorW 
Department  from  the  Slst  March,  1886,  to  the 
30th  September,  1887,  on  public  works  of  all 
and  every  description,  including  rood -main- 
tenance, and  which  said  works  are  located  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  and  directly 
under  the  control  and  management  of  the  Dis- 
trict Engineer  of  Westlond ;  (2)  what  amount 
has  been  paid  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
from  the  Slst  March,  1886,  to  the  80th  Septem- 
ber as  salaries,  travelling  allowances,  and  de- 
partmental contingencies  in  connection  with 
the  said  works,  roads,  &o." — {Mr.  Seddon.) 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  return,  except  on  the  ground  of  expense^ 
as  its  compilation  would  take  some  time.  If 
the  supervision  of  works  on  the  West  Coast  was- 
costing  more  than  was  right,  then  the  sooner 
such  supervision  was  abolished  the  better.  He 
would  offer  no  objection  to  the  ordering  of  the 
return. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
Ml.  TURNBULL   (in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
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Ballance)  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  trading  of 
€hinese  within  the  different  municipalitiee. 
The  3rd  clause  was  the  important  part  of  the 
Bill,  and  it  would  give  the  Borough  Council  of 
any  city  or  borough  power  from  time  to  time 
to  make,  alter,  or  repeal  by-laws  in  the  manner 
provided  by  **  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
1868  "— 

"To  prohibit  any  Chinese  from  trading  or 
carrying  on  any  art  or  industry  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough,  unless  specially  licensed 
in  that  behalf ;  and 

*•  To  provide  for  the  licensing  of  Chinese  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  for  the  registration 
of  such  licenses ;  and  to  fix  the  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  pay- 
able to  the  Borough  Fund  for  such  licenses." 

It  also  prohibited  the  transfer  of  any  such 
licenses,  and  provided  for  the  suspending  or 
revocation  of  any  such  license  for  the  breach  of 
any  by-law  made  \mder  this  section ;  and  also 
that  the  borough  mighb  make  these  penalties 
■cumulative. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  to  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  whether  they  wished  it  to  go  to 
a  catch-division.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  treat- 
ing the  Bill  in  a  very  cavalier  manner,  for  the 
Bill  would  be  thrown  out  at  once  and  be  done 
with.  That  was  not  a  reasonable  position,  and 
probably  honourable  gentlemen,  having  heard 
this  explanation,  would  agree  to  setting  down 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  after  Order  of 
the  Day  No.  8. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  perhaps  a  few  words 
in  favour  of  this  measure  might  prevent  that 
catastrophe  occurring  which  the  Premier  had 
predicted.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
Chinese,  when  tbcy  became  too  numerous  in 
any  town,  acted  detrimentally  to  the  welfare  of 
the  legitimate  traders  in  that  town.  It  was  a 
well-lmown  fact  also  that,  as  a  rule,  they  were 
vendors  of  goods  that  had  not  come  through 
the  Customs  and  had  paid  no  duty.  That 
meant  doing  a  trade  to  the  detriment  of  the 
legitimate  trader.  In  his  opinion  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  should  be  the  first  to  support  a  Bill 
of  this  kind.  If  he  would  go  to  any  legitimate 
tobacconist  in  the  large  towns  and  ask  who  it 
was  that  purcha^jed  tobacco  from  the  sailors  he 
would  find  that  it  was  in  the  Chinese  shops 
that  smuggled  ;.,  )ods,  tobacco,  and  silks  were 
disposed  of.  It  was  to  the  detriment  of  little 
boys  and  girls  that  Chinamen  were  allowed  to 
keep  these  little  shops,  and  he  lately  saw  a  para- 
.graph  in  a  paper  where  a  parent  was  complain- 
ing bitterly  of  what  had  occurred  in  this  respect; 
and  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  Borough 
-Councils,  who  had  a  close  supervision  and 
thorough  knowledge  as  to  who  should  be  licen- 
sees to  vend  wares,  considered  the  House  would 
not  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  public  if  the 
power  asked  for  by  this  Bill  were  conferred 
upon  them.  He  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  question  of  greater  importance  to  the 
Legislature  or  the  people  of  this  country  at  the 
present  moment  than  the  question  of  restrict- 
ing and  supervising,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
<3hinese  and  their  dealings  with  the  people  of 
Mr,  Tumbull 


New  Zealand.  There  was  no  doubt  that  tbey 
competed  unfairly  with  the  legitimate  trader. 
There  had  been  a  conference  held  at  Sydney 
on  the  subject,  and  the  arguments  used  at  tlia'c 
conference  showed  clearly  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  legislation  on  this  question  of 
Chinese  traders  should  take  place.  In  Aoek* 
land,  if  they  looked  to  a  particular  class  of  trade 
carried  on  there,  complaints  were  equally  zife 
that  the  Chinese  did  not  trade  fairly,  and  were 
unfairly  competing  with  the  legitimate  traders 
in  that  part  of  the  colony.  The  same  applied 
to  Brisbane,  in  Queensland,  and  to  the  Colony  of 
Victoria,  where  representations  had  been  made 
to  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  given  due  weight  to  those  repre- 
sentations, inasmuch  as  they  had  refused  to 
give  the  privilege  of  naturalisation  to  the 
Chinese  in  Victoria.  That  was  a  far  greater 
restriction— the  refusal  to  allow  them  to  hold 
freehold  property.  That  privilege  had  been 
withdrawn  because  the  Chinese  violated  and 
abused  the  privileges  extended  to  them.  What 
was  asked  for  by  this  Bill  was,  that  local  bodies  | 
for  the  time  being  could  restrict  and  supervise 
those  who  were  following  the  trades  contem- 
platecl  by  this  Bill.  He  had  never  previously 
known  the  Government  to  refuse  to  local  bodies 
a  power  such  as  this.  He  was  constrained  to 
say  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  Bill  by  the 
prediction  of  the  Treasurer  that  this  Bill 
would  be  thrown  out,  and  perhaps  what  he  had 
said  would  cause  the  House  to  agree  to  its 
adjournment,  so  that  it  might  be  further  con- 
sidered. Ho  therefore  trusted  that  the  adjourn- 
ment would  be  asked  for,  and  that  the  Bill 
would  not  be  thrown  out  as  predicted  by  the 
Premier.  He  hoped  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate  would  be  asked  for,  and  that  the  ad- 
journment would  be  carried. 
Debate  adjourned. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supplv, 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,— Sir,  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  about  the  Budget  lately  delivered. 
We  all  remember  how,  when  this  session  began, 
every  one  was  exceedingly  anxious  and  full  of 
hope  as  to  what  the  Budget  would  be ;  and  no 
doubt  the  hopes  of  the  Opposition  were  set  on 
the  destruction  of  the  Ministry  through  their 
Budget,  and  they  hoped  that  such  a  Budget 
would  be  brought  down  as  would  enable  them 
to  defeat  the  Government  on  it.  Although  I 
have  heard  many  descriptions  of  the  Budget  in 
the  lobbies  and  other  places,  I  have  not  heard 
it  anywhere  so  well  described  as  by  a  boy  in  the 
street — one  of  those  clever  children  whom  the 
Minister  of  Education  is  going  to  shut  out  of 
the  schools.  I  heard  him  say  he  would  "  knock 
spots  "  out  of  another  boy,  and  I  think  the  best 
description  of  the  Budget  is  that  it  has  ^*  knocked 
spots"  out  of  the  Opposition;  for,  whereas 
they  had  decided  before  the  delivery  of  that 
Budget  that  they  could  turn  out  the  Ministry, 
it  is  quite  certain  since  that  their  hopes  of 
doing  so  this  session  are  gone  entirely.  While 
I  think  that,  on  the  whole,  the   Budget  is  a 
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▼exy  fair  one,  there  ore  various  points  in 
it  'which  I  must  criticise,  for  I  do  not  mean 
to  give  a  blind  support  to  this  or  any  other 
Government.  There  are  points  in  it  which  I 
think  deserve  to  be  freely  criticised  and  looked 
into  by  the  House.  I  must  confess  to  have 
been  somewhat  startled  by  the  choruses  of 
praise  that  have  been  heard  throughout  the 
colony  on  this  Budget,  because,  to  my  mind,  it 
does  not  go  nearly  far  enough.  If  we  look  back 
to  three  years  ago  we  can  remember  the  coming- 
in  of  a  Government  the  Treasurer  in  which  was 
a  man  who  was  a  regular  prodigal  in  finance,  a 
man  who  was  always  extravagant,  and  who 
never  professed  to  be  anything  else — a  man 
who,  like  the  publican  in  the  Scripture,  never 
bragged  of  being  anything  else.  He  never 
affected  to  be  otherwise,  and  never  was.  But 
I  think  the  Budget  before  us  is  rather  Phari- 
saical, because  in  some  ways  it  does  not  curtail 
many  of  the  extravagances  that  beyond  all 
question  want  curtailment.  The  one  great 
demand  of  the  colony  of  late  has  been  for 
retrenchment.  A  roar  for  retrenchment  swept 
through  the  colony  and  swept  the  late  Premier 
out  of  his  position,  and  gave  the  late  Opposition 
a  majority  in  Otago,  a  majority  in  Marlborough, 
and  an  overwhelming  majority  in  this  Island  of 
35  to  7;  and,  but  for  the  Midland  Bailway, 
which  has  giveii  obliquity  of  vision  to  so  many 
people  in  Canterbury  and  the  West  Coast,  those 
districts  would,  like  the  rest  of  the  colony,  have 
declared  against  the  late  Ministry.  One  wish 
of  the  people  throughout  the  colony  was  that 
our  finances  should  be  put  on  a  proper  basis, 
that  the  Monte-Ghristo-like  way  in  which  they 
have  been  dealt  with  so  long  should  be  put  an 
end  to  for  ever,  and  that  a  reign  of  common- 
sense  and  businesslike  capacity  should  pre- 
vail. One  result  of  that  feeling  throughout  the 
colony  is  the  existence  of  the  present  Ministry 
on  those  benches.  Certainly  this  Budget,  in 
many  ways,  is  a  great  contrast  to  its  predeces- 
sors, many  of  the  schemes  in  which  reminded 
me,  by  their  outrageousness  and  wildness,  of  the 
anecdote  of  Jeffrey,  the  great  critic,  who,  when 
P|oems  were  sent  to  him  for  review,  some- 
times read  and  re-read  them  and  considered 
them  a  long  time,  and  then  would  give  them  to 
his  wife  and  ask  her  to  read  them ;  and  when 
he  found  she  could  make  nothing  of  them  he 
would  say,  "  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  I 
that  was  mad,  or  the  people  who  wrote  those 
poems,"  and  was  greatly  relieved  to  find  it  was 
not  himself.  Many  of  the  schemes  that  were 
put  before  us  during  the  last  three  years  by  the 
late  Govertmient  were  of  such  a  nature  that  I 
really  sometimes  wondered  whether  I  was  sane 
or  not,  or  whether  they  were  the  schemes  of 
some  one  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka  to 
laugh,  but  I  know  that  over  and  over  again  he 
has  voted  for  all  kinds  of  things  by  befing  dragged 
into  the  lobby  against  his  will :  but  he  is  a  very 
loyal  man  and  always  voted  quite  straight,  and 
I  am  sure  that  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  he  will 
be  prepared  to  swallow  similar  extravagemces  if 
they  are  proposed  by  the  leaders  of  his  party. 
Sir,  the  people  of  the  colony  are  utterly  sick 


and  weary  of  the  many  extravagances  in  our 
finance  which  have  hitherto  prevailed.  This 
has  rightly  been  called  "the  great  loan  land: 
the  land  of  dreams  and  fads ;  "  but  I  hope  that, 
in  this  House  at  least,  we  have  come  down  to 
something  like  businesslike  prosaic  practicality. 
What,  in  the  Budget,  scarcely  pleased  me  is 
this:  that,  whereas  the  people  have  wanted  a 
complete  reform  and  revolution  in  our  finances, 
this  Budget  goes  only  a  part  of  the  way,  and 
leaves  many  evils  still  to  go  on  in  their  own 
sweet  wild  career.  Always,  in  history,  we  find 
this :  that  an  age  of  libertinism  and  excess  is 
followed  by  an  age  of  puritanical  reform ;  and 
the  history  of  this  colony  has  shown  that  a 
reforming  and  economical  Ministry  is  always 
succeeded  by  an  extravagant  Ministry,  and 
we  know  very  well  that,  however  much  the 
present  Ministry  may  reform  and  economize, 
they  will  be  followed,  no  matter  by  whom,  but 
certainly,  by  a  Government  that  will  be  ex- 
travagant. That  is  the  natural  swing  of  the 
pendulum:  the  next  Ministry  will  go  to  the 
other  extreme.  Now,  what  we  want  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  this  session — because  they  are  a 
strong  Government,  backed  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  House — is  so  to  legislate  that  future 
Ministries  shall  not  be  able  to  run  away  with 
the  coach  of  State.  We  know  that  a  vain- 
glorious gentleman  in  Invercargill  three  years 
ago  said  he  was  going  to  invent  a  brake  that 
would  put  a  drag  on  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  we  know  how  utterly  useless  this 
patent  Invercargill  brake  was.  We  know  we 
can  never  hope,  if  the  next  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  extravagant,  that  any  brake  made  at  that 
moment  can  be  of  any  use.  The  real  time  to 
provide  any  check  on  him  is  now ;  and  we 
should  so  legislate  even  this  session  that  any 
incoming  Ministry  with  extravagant  tendencies 
may  find  themselves  handcuffed  in  such  a  way 
that  they  cannot  run  amuck  with  the  finances 
of  the  colony.  It  is  in  this  direction  I  think 
the  Ministry  have  somewhat  failed.  It  is  their 
duty  to  bring  in  measures  which  shall  go  far 
beyond  what  is  indicated  in  the  Budget  to 
check,  manacle,  and  pinion  succeeding  Minis- 
tries. The  mischief  is  done  when  an  extrava- 
gant Ministry  has  come  in,  backed  up,  perhaps, 
by  the  people,  anxious  for  lavish  expenditure. 
I  have  looked  through  the  Budget  in  various 
ways,  and  I  find  some  extravagances  which  I 
think  Ministers  have  not  properly  dealt  with. 
There  are  a  number  of  very  great  extravagances, 
to  my  mind,  left  untouched.  For  instance,  if 
wo  look  through  the  Civil  List  we  find  that, 
while  Ministers  have  dealt  with  their  own 
salaries  in  a  most  praiseworthy  way,  yet  they 
have  not  done  the  same  with  the  rest  of  the 
Civil  List.  There  is  the  Native  part  of  the 
Civil  List,  which  is  left  utterly  untouehed ;  and 
yet  that  has  provided  one  of  the  grossest  means 
of  extravagance,  the  wildest  extravagance,  in 
the  past.  That  part  of  the  Civil  List  had 
dwindled  down,  in  former  years,  to  £5,500 ;  but 
under  the  late  Government  it  ran  up  to  £8,798, 
which  was  certainly  an  extent  it  was  never 
in  tended  to  go  to.  It  seems  to  be  liable  to  go  up 
or  down  at  the  will  of  any  Minister  who  hap- 
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pens  to  be  in  office.  That  is  one  of  the  things 
the  Ministers  should  take  in  hand  and  check. 
No  doubt  the  Civil  List,  as  regards  the  Native 
Department,  has  always  been  the  mecuos  of  the 
wildest  kind  of  expenditure ;  and  I  am  afraid  it 
has  often  provided  the  means  for  sheer  bribery 
and  corruption.  That,  most  certainly,  ought 
to  be  thoroughly  overhauled.  Then,  1  want  to 
draw  attention  to  the  very  extravagant  way  in 
which  the  colony's  banking  business  is  done : 
that  part  of  the  arrangement  of  the  finances  of 
the  colony  is  greatly  in  need  of  reformation 
and  retrenchment.  In  every  list  of  estimates 
submitted  to  us  we  find  large  charges  of  an 
■altogether  preposterous  and  extravagant  nature. 
We  find,  for  example,  entries  like  this :  Under 
"  The  New  Zealand  Inscribed  Stock  Act,  1877," 
expenses  attending  the  raising  of  loans,  £18,075; 
then,  in  another  place,  £5,000  is  set  down  for 
exchange  and  commission,  and  in  another 
place  £8,000  for  exchange  and  commission. 
We  do  not  find  that  the  Treasurer  has  made 
any  suggestion  to  amend  this  state  of  things. 
I  am  quite  certain  that  banking  arrangements 
could  be  made  that  would  be  infinitely  cheaper 
than  the  present  arrangements. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Do  you  mean  as  to 
loans? 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — As  to  loans  and  general 
arrangements.  We  find  that,  the  other  day,  in 
remitting  Home  £300,000  of  interest  by  tele- 
graph, the  bank  charged  no  less  than  £6,000 
as  exchange,  the  telegram  probably  not  cost- 
ing the  bank  more  than  a  ten-pound  note.  I 
think  the  Treasurer  should  promptly  look  into 
that,  and  see  if  he  cannot  make  some  provision 
for  obviating  such  ruinous  charges  as  that.  I 
have  a  very  strong  opinion  that  if  the  matter 
were  looked  into  it  would  be  found  that  the 
Agent-General  and  his  department  might  do  a 
great  deal  of  the  finance  business  of  the  colony 
in  London.  I  think  some  of  the  duties  now 
performed  by  the  bank  might  be  assigned  to 
that  department,  and  in  that  way  a  very  con- 
siderable saving  be  effected.  Then,  Sir,  if  there 
is  one  thing  we  in  the  North  Island  want  to 
see  secured  more  than  another  it  is  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  ofiice  of  Native  Minister.  On  nearly 
every  public  platform  for  a  long  time  past  it 
has  been  declared  that  that  office  is  utterly 
useless  and  unnecessary,  and  that  the  whole 
Native  Department,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  interpreters — who  could  do  the  business, 
having  the  threads  of  it  in  their  hands — 
should  be  divided  amongst  the  other  depart- 
ments. No  doubt  the  position  of  Native  Minis- 
ter has  always  been  used  in  this  House  for 
political  purposes,  and  we  have  always  found 
the  Native  I^Tinister  exceedingly  civil  to  and 
promising  to  do  all  kinds  of  things  for  the  four 
Maori  members;  whereas  if  the  office  were 
abolished,  and  the  people  of  the  two  races 
treated  alike,  the  whole  of  the  expense  of  this 
costly  and  extravagant  Native  Department 
would  cease  for  ever.  Then,  I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Premier  to  the  very  great  evil 
that  has  grown  up  in  regard  to  buying  Native 
land,  which  is  not  touched  upon  in  the  Budget. 
Some  years  ago  men  used  to  be  sent  out  to 
Dr,  Newman 


buy  land  from  the  Natives  on  a  commiBsian  of 
a  few  pence  per  acre,  and  they  used  to  buy  vaat 
areas  at  prices  fax  beyond  their  value;  and 
this  went  so  far  at  last  that  the  colony  fomid 
itself  conmiitted  to  buy  millions  of  acres  of 
worthless  land,  and,  in  consequence  of  that,  an 
Act  was  passed  to  check  buying  by  commisskm. 
But  the  Act  was  carelessly  drawn,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  last  year  one  gentleman  in 
the  North  Island  was  given  £2,660  for  witness- 
ing the  signatures  of  a  few  Natives ;  whereas  if 
he  had  been  a  paid  public  servant  he  could  have 
done  the  work  for  £800  or  £400.    And,  bearing 
on  this  subject  of  Native-land  buying,  we  see 
people  connected  by  marriage  with  Maoris  told 
to  go  and  buy  land  at  Is.  6d.  an  acre;  and 
they  go  and  buy  from  their  relations  at  5s.  an 
acre,  and  get  a  handsome  commission  from  the 
colony  for  doing  so.    Surely,  Sir,  the  Premier 
will,  this  session,  introduce  a  Bill  to  stop  such 
things  as  these  once  for  all.    Then,  there  is 
another  waste  of  money  in  our  contribatian 
for  the  so-called  government  of  New  Guinea, 
against  which  I  have  protested  on  every  occa- 
sion during  the  time  I  have  been  a  member 
of  this  House.    Year  after  year  we  go  on  paying 
£2,669  for  the  government  of  New  Guinea,  and 
when  I  turn  to  the  list  of  imports  and  exports 
to  find  what  vast  trade  we  do  with  that  country 
to  justify  that  expenditure  I  find  that  there  is 
no  trade  whatever.      Sir,  we  never  dream  of 
asking  Queensland  to  pay  anything  towards 
the  government  of  Stewart   Island,  or  Rna- 
puke,    or   the   Ghathams;    and  why,  in   the 
name  of  common -sense,  should  we  be  taxed 
nearly  £3,000  a  year  for  the  government  of  a 
country  in  which  wo  have  not  a  sixpence- worth 
of  interest,   and  probably  never  shall  have? 
Surely  that  is  a  wild  waste  of  public  money. 
Then,  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  the  reforms  which  he 
proposes  to  effect  in  the  Education  Depart- 
ment.   He  proposes  to  cut  down  the  estimates 
by  £60,000.    I  will  say,  as  a  member  of  an 
Education  Board,  that  I  know  he  caimot  cat 
down  these  estimates  by  £60,000  straight  away, 
unless  he  means  to  reduce  salaries  all  t^e  way 
round.    Even  if  you  sweep  away  our  normal 
schools  and  high  schools  and  other  such,  things, 
if  you  do  that,  and  effect  these  reductions  sud- 
denly, you  will  find  that  the  Boards  cannot 
carry  on  unless  they  begin  the  miserable  work 
of  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  our  poorly-paid 
teachers.    Our  Board,  the  other  day,  had  to  cut 
down  allowances  to  Committees  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  the  late  Government,  and  one 
of  the  first  things  which  happened  was  that  a 
man  who  was  receiving  17s.  a  week  for  clean- 
ing several  schools  came  to  me  and  said  that 
he  was  told  that  he  must  take  lis.  for  the  work. 
That  is  the  first  item  of  reduction  which  cer- 
tainly has  happened.     Nothing,  to  my  mind, 
would  be  more  astonishing  than  to  see  the 
honourable  member   for  Christchurch    North 
getting  up  and  condenming  the  principle  of 
reduced  capitation  grant.  It  was  one  of  the  chief 
planks  in  his  platform  three  or  four  years  ago 
to  give  to  New  Zealand  a  cheaper  article  in 
education.    It  ran  throughout  the  land  as  ^*a 
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better  article  at  a  cheaper  price."  That  was 
his  cx>mmon  phrase ;  and  yet  the  education  vote 
has  Rone  up  £20,000  a  year.  Almost  in  the 
first  page  of  his  Budget  he  proposed  to  reduce 
the  capitation  allowance  by  5s.  a  head,  and  yet 
the  other  night  he  got  up  and  condemned  t;he 
system.  I  have  come  tO'  the  conclusion  that, 
when  a  man  is  a  young  politician,  unless  he 
puts  down  in  black  and  white  what  he  believes, 
and  sticks  to  it  firmly — if  he  deviates  from  it 
by  a  hair*s-breadth  during  two  or  three  years — 
he  is  called  a  time-server ;  but  once  he  becomes 
a  past  master  and  sits  on  those  benches  he  is 
at  liberty  to  turn  and  alter  his  mind  as  often 
as  he  pleases,  and  then  he  is  a  great  and  con- 
sistent politician.  I  am  referring  not  only 
to  the  gentlemen  occupying  the  Opposition 
benches,  but  I  am  referring  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. One  of  the  greatest  disappointments  in 
the  Budget  is  the  fact  that  Ministers  make  no 
reference  to  the  question  of  defence.  If  there 
is  one  thing  about  which  there  has  been  scandal, 
and  on  which  there  has  been  lavish  expendi- 
ture, it  is  defence.  I  think  the  subject  should 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  Budget.  Only  the 
other  day  it  was  brought  to  my  notice  that  a 
stone-breaking  machine  was  imported  and  sent 
to  Point  HalswcU — a  machine  costing  £200. 
That  appears  to  me  to  be  a  waste  of  money.  I 
am  sorry  to  see  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
Budget  of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  Two  years 
ago  and  last  year  I  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
expenses  of  members  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards.  We  found  that  these  positions  are 
merely  perquisites  for  certain  members  or  for 
certain  members'  friends,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  these  Boards  were  getting  £160  or  £170 
a  year  for  about  twelve  hours'  work.  This  has 
beieu  a  great  abuse,  and  it  is  an  abuse  which  I 
hope  the  Government  will  have  the  courage  to 
do  away  with.  It  is  well  known  thkt  a  man  is 
sometimes  a  member  of  five  or  six  different 
Boards  and  lie  makes  one  journey  and  attends 
the  meetings  of  these  Boards,  and  he  charges 
each  one  of  them  with  his  travelling-allowance. 
That  is  done  continually.  Surely  Eome  of  these 
wastes  of  money  might  be  curtailed.  I  now 
want  to  say  something  about  the  deficiency 
bills.  Of  all  the  mistakes  we  make  in  our  fi- 
nance I  think  this  practice  as  to  deficiency  bills 
one  of  the  worst.  This  is  one  of  the  most  fatal 
things  which  Parliament  could  possibly  allow. 
What  is  done  ?  We  started  by  allowing  a  few 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  these  bills,  and 
they  have  gradually  grown  up  till  some  four  or 
five  years  ago  they  amounted  to  £1,832,000,  and 
they  were  funded  in  the  permanent  debt  of  the 
colony.  Five  years  ago  we  took  a  sponge  and 
wiped  them  all  out ;  then  we  started  on  a 
new  career.  Then  the  honourable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  a  deficit  of 
£152,000.  He  said  he  would  pay  those  bills  off, 
and  his  successors  said  they  would  pay  them 
ofi.  The  bills,  however,  were  ultimately  funded. 
They  paid  ofE  £2,000,  and  funded  £150,000.  The 
Government  now  asks  us  to  fund  £400,000  more 
of  these  bills.  Where  on  earth  is  this  thing 
going  to  end?  Here  comes  in  a  great  evil. 
There  are  in  this  town  several  trust  ofiices,  and 


there  is  no  blinking  of  the  fact  that  these  have 
become  lately  simply  loan  and  discount  offices 
for  the  Treasurer  of  the  day.  When  any  Go^ 
venmient  wants  money  the  Treasurer  often 
sunply  gets  it  from  these  offices.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  serious  evils,  that  the  funds  of  these 
trust  offices  are  being  so  largely  mopped  up  by 
deficiency  bills.  There  are  now  afloat  nearly 
a  million — upwards  of  £990,000  of  these  defi- 
ciency bills.  Has  this  colony  any  right  to  go 
on  funding  and  re-funding  thesis  bills  ?  I  hope 
the  Treasurer  will  come  down  and  deliberately 
refuse  to  allow  any  more  than  £300,000  or 
£400,000  of  these  bills  to  be  afloat  at  one 
time.  If  a  Treasurer  finds  he  is  hard  up 
for  money,  let  him  call  Parliament  together 
and  ask  for  that  money.  I  want  to  call  atten- 
tion still  further  to  those  deficiency  bills  for 
this  resison  :  that  whenever  a  Treasurer  is  hard 
up  he  applies,  say,  to  the  Government  Insur- 
ance Department,  and  gets  them  to  give  him 
£800,000,  £400,000,  or  £500,000 ;  and  that  moans 
that,  whereas  the  Insurance  Office  ought  to 
lend  that  money  out  at  a  high  rate  of  interest  in 
order  to  pay  bonuses  to  the  policyholders,  the 
Treasurer  comes  down  and  discounts  that  paper 
at  4  or  4^  per  cent.  These  offices  are  simply 
money-collecting  offices  for  the  Treasurers  to 
get  funds  from.  How  can  these  offices  pay 
decent  dividends  when  the  Treasurer  has  power 
to  do  that  ?  I  hope  that  that  is  one  of  the 
evils  that  this  House  will  sternly  resist,  and 
not  allow  anv  more. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  not  so  at  all.  It 
never  has  been.    Quite  the  other  way. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  am  as  certain  as  that  I 
am  stajiding  here  that  Treasurers  have  gone 
down  and  discounted  paper  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Then  I  will  get  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  show  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
show  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — It  is  not  so  at  all. 
Quite  the  other  way. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — The  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  out  of  office  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  he  has  not  seen  all  that  has  gone  on.  I 
shall  now  refer  to  the  question  of  unauthorised 
expenditure.  That  is  one  of  the  items  that 
ought  to  be  curtailed.  Parliament  meets  and, 
after  weeks  of  talk,  we  vote  certain  moneys 
out  of  loan  in  order,  that  these  moneys  may  be 
allocated  to  ccrtaui  works.  We  vote,  for  in- 
stance, so  much  for  the  Otago  Central  Railway, 
for  sludge-channels,  and  various  other  things. 
Then  we  find  that,  directly  we  are  gone,  if  we 
vote,  say,  £100,000  for  war-material — it  has 
been  done  frequently — it  is  in  the  power  of 
any  ^linister  for  the  time  being  to  exceed  the 
vote  and  send  Home  for  war-material  worth 
£200,000,  and  the  extra  £100,000  has  to  be 
voted  by  this  House.  Though  this  power  has 
not  hitherto  been  very  greatly  abused,  yet  from 
time  to  time  Ministers  have  abused  it.  I 
maintain  that  the  mode  of  expenditure  ought 
to  be  more  strictly  kept  within  limits,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  should  bring  down  a  proposal  to 
prevent  such  a  power  being  abused  again.    We 
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have  heard  of  a  Minister  who  sent  Home  for 
lailway  plant  worth  £200,000  in  excess  of  the 
amount  authorised  by  this  House.  What  is 
the  result?  This  House  is  practically  power- 
less  to  do  anything  under  the  present  system. 
If  any  one  of  us  who  is,  say,  a  member  of  a 
Boad  Board  or  a  member  of  a  Board  of  College 
Governors,  exceeds  the  revenue  of  that  Board 
he  is  liable  to  be  sued  for  the  amount. 
In  New  South  Wales  the  Minister  for  De- 
fence sent  Home  for  war -material  worth 
£216,000  which  the  House  had  never  voted, 
and  the  fund  of  that  colony  hcbd  to  be  saddled 
permanently  with  this  £216,000  of  unauthorised 
expenditure.  It  should  not  be  very  difficult  to 
devise  some  check  which  would  prevent  such 
a  thing  happening.  Again,  take  our  system 
of  law-courts.  There  is  no  doubt  it  is  most 
cumbersome.  There  are  our  District  and 
Resident  Magistrates*  Courts.  We  might  well 
abolish  the  District  Courts.  In  many  instances 
the  same  man  is  Resident  Magistrate  and  Dis- 
trict Judge,  and  the  holding  of  the  two  Courts 
only  causes  useless  extra  expense.  As  regards 
taxation,  I  do  not  want  to  say  much.  I  think, 
perhaps,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Go- 
vernment hod  put  on  a  little  more  taxation. 
Having  made  both  ends  meet,  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better,  and  perhaps  more  straight- 
forward, if  they  had  done  it.  They  have  made 
the  property-tax  one  penny.  This  is  a  neat 
sum,  and  the  amount  of  tax  is  thus  more  easily 
calculated  than  under  the  old  form  of  thirteen- 
aixteenths  of  a  penny.  But  there  is  one  thing 
I  want  to  tell  the  House,  and  that  is,  that  I 
mean  to  propose,  in  connection  with  this  pro- 
perty-tax, when  the  Bill  comes  before  us,  and 
to  divide  the  House  upon  it,  that  the  tax  shall 
be  double  the  usual  sum  in  the  case  of  the 
absentee  landlord.  It  is  a  very  easy  way  of 
deriving  a  considerable  amount  of  revenue,  and 
•would  not  cut  into  anybody  in  this  colony.  I 
care  not  what  anybody  says,  I  shall  move  that 
resolution,  and  I  shall  divide  the  House  upon 
it.  There  are  men  who  have  made  their  money 
here  living  in  great  wealth  and  luxury  at  the 
other  end  of  the  world,  who,  till  the  time  of 
the  Exhibition,  when  the  colonies  came  into 
fashion,  have  always  declared  that  they  knew 
nothing  about  New  Zealand.  IMany  of  them 
hold  large  quantities  of  land,  which  are  nothing 
but  rabbit-warrens  or  the  home  of  the  briar, 
and  are  a  nuisance  to  their  neighbours,  for  the 
landlords  never  do  anything  at  all  to  the  land ; 
and  why  the  colony  should  suffer  for  them  I  do 
not  know.  At  all  events,  I  will  test  the  ques- 
tion. Then,  I  say  there  is  one  weak  spot  in  this 
Budget — that  is,  the  way  in  which  the  estimates 
are  being  brought  down.  I  would  say,  in  all 
friendliness  to  the  Ministry,  that  if  the  other 
side  had  acted  in  the  same  way  they  would  have 
stood  aghast  at  it.  My  friends  of  the  Opposi- 
tion must  not  think  that,  because  I  am  speak- 
ing like  this,  I  am  going  to  join  their  ranks  or 
come  into  their  camp.  Because  I  have  not 
the  privilege  of  sitting  on  those  benches,  I  am 
not  going  to  be  called  names  for  being  a  turn- 
coat ;  but  when  I  get  on  to  those  benches  I  sup- 
pose I  shall  be  permitted  to  change  my  mind 
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frequently,  like  the  other  old  stagers.  Nov, 
take  the  question  of  loan.  I  myself  think  that 
the  Government  could  have  managed  this  ques- 
tion of  loan  in  a  better  way.  They  could,  for 
instance,  by  issuing  short-dated  debentures  in 
anticipation  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Locm, 
to  repay  the  suma  taken  from  other  loans,  hare 
contented  themselves  with  borrowing  a  very 
small  loan  indeed,  which  would  have  enabl^ 
them  to  go  on  to  December,  and  they  could 
thus  have  kept  the  larger  loan  o£E  the  market ; 
because  I  am  sure  that  the  floating  of  a  two- 
million  loan  will  hav^  a  prejudicial  efiect.  But, 
as  the  mischief  has  been  done,  I  think  there 
is  nothing  more  to  be  said.  There  is  another 
subject  which  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to,  and 
that  is,  the  dotting  of  the  colony  with  Harbour 
Board  loans.  If  there  is  one  curse  to  the 
colony  worse  than  another  it  is  the  floating  of 
loans  by  these  bodies  to  construct  works  which 
prove  to  be  useless.  It  is  j  ust  as  bad  as  throwing 
the  money  into  the  gutter.  The  colony  is  dotted 
with  these  ruinous  Harbour  Boards — abomin- 
able outrages — and  their  wretched  loans.  Any 
one  in  his  senses  will  admit  that  the  worst 
expenditure  in  this  colony  is  that  on  these  use- 
less harbour  works.  The  railway  is  a  raUwaj 
and  a  road  for  all  time,  and,  although  it  may 
not  be  of  great  value  at  present,  it  will  be 
hereafter.  But  money  spent  in  lifting  silt  out 
of  a  harbour,  which  only  becomes  iilled  up 
again,  is  money  thrown  away,  and  is  a  con- 
tinual taxation  upon  the  people  which  is 
largely  impoverishing  this  colony.  The  easy 
manner  in  which  Boad  Boards  and  Harbour 
Boards  are  able  to  obtain  these  loans  is  alto- 
gether preposterous.  I  know  a  tow^  of  loss 
than  Ihreo  thousand  people  that  has  borrowed  a 
loan  of  £50,000 ;  and,  only  that  it  is  an  inland 
town,  I  am  sure  we  should  have  had  its  dele- 
gates before  us  applying  for  a  hajhour  loan. 
This  is  the  way  we  get  into  debt,  and  this  has 
caused  much  of  the  distress  in  this  colony — 
allowing  these  wretched  Harbour  Boards  to  be 
continually  going  to  the  London  market.  I 
want  to  raise  my  voice  against  this  practice. 
I  know  wherever  these  Harbour  Boards  are 
they  are  getting  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
mire,  and  are  on  the  verge  of  repudiation. 
Yes,  that  is  the  phrase.  I  was  talking  to  a 
friend  on  the  subject  the  other  day,  and  that 
phrase  was  used.  He  said,  "  No,  they  have 
not  repudiated,  but  they  are  merely  going  to 
postpone  their  interest."  A  harbour  league 
is  to  be  formed,  and  they  are  going  to  put 
pressure  upon  the  Government.  The  sooner 
honourable  members  make  up  their  minds  to 
scrunch  under  their  feet  these  Harbour  Board 
Bills  the  better.  I  would  merely  like  to  say 
to  the  Treasurer  that,  to  my  mind,  his  plan  of 
funding  the  £400,000  of  deficiency  bills  by  the 
slow  process  of  borrowing  £40,000  under  the 
Stock  Act  is  not  a  good  one,  and  I  hope  he  will 
take  some  other  means  of  wiping  this  off 
the  estimates.  In  regard  to  the  policy  of  the 
future,  I  am  aware  that  the  Government  will 
have  their  hands  full  for  a  considerable  time  in 
dealing  with  finance ;  but  there  is  one  feature  I 
should  like  to  point  out  which  is  arising,  and 
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one  diffionlfcy  \7hich  has  to  be  faced,  and  that 
is  the  question  of  reciprocal  tariffs.  Of  all  the 
markets  which  New  Zealand  has  there  are  two 
great  ones.  The  one  is  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  other  is  that  of  Australia ;  and  it  has 
been  well  said  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke  in  "  Greater 
Britain  "  that  the  great  curse  which  New  Zea- 
land laboured  under  was  her  great  distance 
from  the  markets  of  the  world  ;  and  we  know 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  little  as  compared 
with  the  cost  of  distribution,  and  we  find  that 
New  Zealand  is  at  the  present  time  labouring 
under  the  same  curse,  while  another  curse  is 
falling  on  this  colony,  and  that  is  that  all  the 
Australian  Colonies  are  shutting  their  doors 
more  and  more  day  by  day  in  our  faces.  In  Tas- 
mania and  South  Australia  they  are  doing  the 
same  thing,  and  the  farmers  want  an  incresise 
of  protection.  The  consequence  will  be,  if  they 
do  not  check  it,  that  in  about  ten  years'  time, 
if  the  Ministers  of  New  Zealand  do  not  treat 
with  the  Australian  Legislatures  on  the  sub- 
ject, we  shall  find  that  the  doors  of  all  the 
Australian  Colonies  will  be  shut  against  us ; 
and,  if  we  are  to  pay  the  heavy  interest  on  our 
debt,  how  are  we  going  to  do  it  if  we  find  these 
markets  closed  to  us?  I  admit  that  local  in- 
dustries are  a  very  great  thing,  but  they  will 
not  help  us  to  pay  the  ten  thousand  sovereigns 
a  day  which  have  to  be  sent  out  of  the  colony  ifor 
interest.  Unless  the  Australian  markets  are 
open  to  us  we  shall  find  ourselves  in  very  con- 
siderable trouble.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say, 
except  that  I  hope  that,  whilst  Ministei-s  are 
trying  to  save  money  in  various  ways — and  I 
believe  they  are  doing  so  very  earnestly  and 
very  honestly — they  will  pay  attention  to  some 
of  those  points  which  I  and  other  members  have 
alluded  to ;  and  the  result  will  be  that  when 
we  go  away  this  session  we  shall  be  able  to 
state  to  those  who  sent  us  here  that  we  have 
been  able  to  plug  many  of  the  leaks  which  are 
steadily  ruining  this  colony.  Another  thing 
which  the  Government  should  take  into  their 
consideration  more  than  they  have  done  is  the 
question  of  salaries.  I  understand  there  is  a  pro- 
bability of  all  salaries  above  £150  being  affected. 
I  think  that  is  panic  legislation.  All  retrench- 
ment that  is  necessary  can  very  well  be  done 
without  coming  down  on  these  unfortunate  per- 
sons- Many  of  them  have  for  years  and  years 
been  expecting  "rises,"  but  have  received  no 
increases  or  promotion  whatever.  There  are 
1,300  officers  who  are  shown  by  the  estimates 
to  be  affected  in  this  way ;  and  if  any  salaries 
are  touched  they  will  feel  it  very  grievously  in- 
deed. We  know  what  happened  in  the  year 
1879,  when  panic  legislation  was  resorted  to, 
and  inflicted  a  very  cruel  wrong  on  a  great 
many  people.  The  Government  are  in  danger 
of  doing  tlie  very  same  thing  now,  and  I  hope 
they  will  look  over  the  estimates  carefully  and 
see  how  the  retrenchment  can  be  effected 
without  inflicting  any  injustice.  Members 
have  rendered  their  elections  very  cheap,  and 
therefore  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium 
is  one  of  those  things  which  it  is  quite  right 
the  Treasurer  should  have  introduced  into  this 
House.    I  may  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have 
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spoken  strongly  on  the  finances  of  the  country 
because  I  believe  the  House  is  in  earnest,  and 
that  it  does  mesm  to  do  good  work  in  the  direc- 
tion of  economy  and  retrenchment  before  it 
separates  and  the  members  go  home.  And  I 
hope  Ministers  will  give  us  the  assurance, 
before  the  debate  is  closed,  that  they  are  not 
going  to  do  injustice  to  certain  classes  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  such  pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  I 
think  honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  also  listened  to  it  with  such  great 
pleasure,  that  it  will  not  be  unbecoming  in  me 
to  thank  him  on  behalf  of  the  Opposition. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  me  before  the 
House  met  this  evening  that  he  was  going  to 
open  the  debate,  and  when  I  was  told  that  I 
was  to  follow  him  I  thought  it  might  possibly 
be  my  lot  to  have  to  find  fault  with  his  speech, 
and,  as  I  like  the  honourable  member  very 
much,  and  dislike  above  all  things  having  to 
cavil  at  the  arguments  of  others,  I  looked 
forward  with  great  distaste  to  the  task  before 
me ;  but,  as  I  listened  to  sentence  after  sen- 
tence, as  they  came  pat  and  glibly  from  the 
mouth  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  saw  that 
mine  was  no  unpleasant  task,  and  that  the  only 
fault  I  should  have  to  find  with  the  speech  was 
that  it  was  delivered  from  the  wrong  side  of 
the  House.  He  touched  upon  many  matters 
of  the  greatest  interest  to  this  House  and  to 
the  country  in  a  manner  for  which  the  House 
— certainly  this  side  of  it— must  give  him  the 
greatest  praise.  He  began  by  infoinning  us 
that  this  Budget  had  knocked  spots  ont  of  the 
Opposition  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  lie  would 
have  better  described  it  if  he  had  salt  I  that  it 
knocked  spots  out  of  the  Ministerial  "biipporters 
— that  is  to  say,  judging  from  the  frame  of 
mind  in  which  it  appears  to  have  left  him. 
He  followed  the  Budget  point  after  point, 
but  I  failed  to  see  that  there  was  any  one 
point  in  which  he  could  bestow  any  praise  on 
it,  and  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  any- 
thing with  which  he  did  not  find  fault.  In  the 
first  place  he  did  not  like  retrenchment  in 
education ;  then,  he  would  like  more  taxation 
and  fewer  deficiency  bills ;  and  he  went  on  to 
object  to  the  retrenchment  proposals  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  as  likely  to  fall  too  heavily 
on  those  who  are  drawing  salaries  from  the 
Government ;  and  finally  he  wound  up  by  ob- 
jectmg  to  the  property-tax  not  being  heavy 
enough  on  absentees.  He  has,  in  fact,  left  so 
little  in  the  Budget  that  he  thinks  right  that 
I  may  tell  him  at  once  that  if  he  has  the 
courage  to  follow  up  his  opinions  by  actions,  and 
yet  will  not  come  over  to  this  side  of  the  House, 
I  think  it  is  not  unlikely  that  before  long  we 
shall  be  foun^  crossing  the  floor  of  the  House 
and  going  over  to  him.  He  will  find  those  on 
this  side  of  the  House  taking  that  course  if  he 
still  professes  the  noble  and  praiseworthy  opin- 
ions which  he  has  expressed  to-night,  and  has 
the  courage  to  follow  them  up  by  actions.  He 
said  he  was  prepared  to  divide  the  House 
on  the  question  of  imposing  taxation  on  ab- 
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sentees.  I  can  tell  him  that  there  is  one 
member,  at  all  events,  who  will  be  ready  to 
second  his  motion,  and  fifty  other  honourable 
members  ready  to  walk  into  the  lobby  with 
him  if  he  brings  it  forward.  Sir,  I  remember, 
when  addressing  my  constituents  before  I  came 
to  this  House,  that  I  spoke  to  them  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  "  candid  friend,"  and  told  them  that 
the  '*  candid  friend  "  was  about  the  greatest 
pest  and  nuisance  in  politics.  But  we  all  live 
and  learn,  and  after  hearing  this  evening  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Thorn- 
don  we  have  learnt  that  there  is  some  good 
even  in  a  *'  candid  friend."  I  think  if  more 
speeches  like  that  which  has  been  delivered 
this  evening  are  made  it  will  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  us.  I  do  not  think  that  debates  of 
this  kind  are  a  waste  of  time,  nor  should  I 
object  to  the  length  of  this  debate  even  if  it 
should  be  continued  for  a  considerable  time 
longer.  It  is  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  when 
the  gods  descend  to  battle,  when  we  listen  to 
leaders  like  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui,  and  the  numerous  leading  men  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  who  are  going  to 
address  us,  if  the  debate  lasts  long  enough 
— it  is,  I  say,  only  on  such  occasions  that 
we  juniors,  who  come  here  to  learn  as 
much  as  to  teach,  are  able  to  get  at  the  well- 
considered  opinions  of  those  leaiders,  and  learn 
how  great  debates  ought  to  be  conducted. 
I  might  perhaps  have  waited  for  a  day  or  two 
before  I  fired  my  small  shot,  but  I  have  pre- 
pared a  little  powder,  and  it  is  difficult  on  these 
occasions  to  keep  one's  powder  dry.  It  might 
deteriorate,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Dunstan  has  already  impressed  upon  the  House 
the  horrible  consequences  of  that  process. 
Criticizing  some  of  the  points  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  I  am  happily  relieved  from  going 
into  accounts,  for  I  occupy  a  position  of  which 
I  might  be  ashamed  were  it  not  that  I  have  as 
companions  nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  ninety-nine  out 
of  every  hundred  of  the  people  of  the  colony. 
"When  we  listen  to  the  Treasurer  and  the  ex- 
Treasurer  wrangling  over  the  mysteries  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  each  telling  the  other  that  he  is 
a  mere  baby  in  finance,  utterly  wrong,  and 
knows  nothing  about  these  drawn  debentures, 
these  cancelled  bills,  ajid  these  converted  bonds, 
one  feels  like  Caspar  as  to  the  Battle  of  Blen- 
heim. What  they  fight  each  other  for  we  cannot 
make  out.  But  there  are  two  or  three  salient 
points,  two  or  three  clear  facts,  which  even 
our  humble  intelligences  can  grasp,  on  which  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  base  our  conclusions 
as  a  whole  on  the  Financial  Statement.  If 
we  look  at  this  Budget  I  think  we  shall  find 
that  it  is  not  such  a  one  as  the  constitu- 
encies had  a  right  to  expect.  If  we  look  at 
it  we  must  see  that  it  has  entirely  reversed  the 
verdict  of  the  constituencies  at  the  late  elec- 
tions. It  is  all  very  well  for  the  gentlemen 
who  put  the  Premier  into  power,  and  who  are 
keeping  him  there,  to  tell  us  that  the  verdict  of 
the  constituencies  was  *'  Men,  not  measures," 
imd  that  therefore  they  turned  out  the  honour- 
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able  member  for  Christchuroh  North  and  pot 
another  in  his  place,  and  that  in  doing  so  iney 
are  doing  the  best  they  can  to  comply  with 
that  verdict,  and  are  not  breaking  faith  with 
the  people  who  elected  them ;  but  I  say  that 
the  general  election  turned  as  much  on  mea- 
sures as  on  men,  and,  moreover,  if  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  men  the  constituents  did  not  merely 
say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  was  to  go,  but  they  said  quite  as 
distinctly  that  the  honourable  member  forEg- 
mont  was  not  to  come.  •  The  verdict  of  those 
constituencies  who  were  hostile  to  the  Stoat- 
Vogel  Government  was  not  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  was  a  lesser  evil  than  the 
evil  he  has  succeeded.  Over  a  large  part  of  the 
colony  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  re- 
garded as  a  lesser  evil,  and,  even  in  those  parts 
where  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  might  be  regarded  as  a  greater  evil,  the 
alternative  which  the  constituencies  asked  for 
was  not  a  lesser-evil  Cabinet  at  all,  but  a  total 
change,  and  not  that  the  Continuous  Minis- 
try should  come  back  again  imder  the  excuse 
of  its  being  a  lessor  evil.  But,  to  pass  from 
men  to  their  measures,  as  one  gladly  does, 
I  think  that  if  we  look  at  this  Budget  we  shall 
see  that  the  evils  which  we  have  now  got  are 
not  in  any  way  less  than  the  evils  of  the  p&st ; 
we  shall  see  in  it,  in  an  intensified  form,  evils 
which  the  colony  has  emphatically  pronounced 
against.  If  we  are  to  take  the  voice  of  the 
constituencies  as  the  criterion  of  what  is  good 
and  evil,  we  shall  see  that  this  Budget  con- 
tains the  very  evil  which  the  constituents  pro- 
nounced against  in  the  late  campaign.  I  take 
it  we  were  sent  here  to  do  certain  things — in 
the  first  place,  to  pay  our  way  and  make  both 
ends  meet  by  reasonable  retrenchment,  and, 
where  that  was  not  possiWe,  by  taxation.  Then 
it  was  clearly  understood  that  borrowing  was  to 
cease  altogether,  or  be  reduced  to  the  very 
narrowest  limits.  Retrenchment  was  not  to  be, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  well 
described  it,  panic  legislation,  but  was  to  be 
reasonable  and  moderate.  And  here  we  have  a 
gentleman  not  coming  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  returned  in  opposition  to  the  late 
Ministry,  who  is  a  friend  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  who  has  announced  his  inten- 
tion  of  supporting  it,  telling  us  he  fears  their 
retrenchment  proposals  may  be  the  means  of 
bringing  about  cruelty  and  injustice.  Of  coarse 
I  am  only  expressing  my  own  opinion,  but  I 
think,  after  carefully  studying  the  verdict  of 
the  constituencies,  there  wcls  another  thing  we 
were  sent  here  for,  and  that  was  to  revise  the 
tariff  in  the  direction  of  giving  protection  to 
local  industries.  Well,  Sir,  as  I  listened  to 
the  Hon.  the  Treasurer  in  the  first  part  of 
his  very  able  Statement  I  certainly  thought 
he  was  going  to  pay  a  great  deal  of  attention 
to  the  voice  of  the  people.  I  was  very  much 
interested.  The  honourable  gentleman  stated 
very  clearly  and  distinctly  that  we  must  have 
drastic  retrenchment  and  careful  euiministra- 
tion — we  must  live  within  our  means ;  that  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  in  favour  of  a  total 
change  in  the  state  of  affairs — in  favour  of  a 
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different  scale  of  expenditure  altogether  from 
tiiat  which  had  eziBted  in  the  past.  Mr. 
Hicawber  himself,  when  he  dwelt  on  the 
moral  necessity  of  every  man  living  within 
lus  income,  never  put  the  matter  more  clearly. 
We  all  Imow  that  our  esteemed  friend  Mr. 
Micawber  declared  that,  if  a  man's  income  were 
■£20  and  he  spent  £19  19s.  lljd.,  that  meant 
happiness ;  but  if  he  spent  £20  Us.  Id.  it  meant 
misery.  But  did  he  put  the  matter  more 
clearly  than  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  But 
when  the  Premier  went  on  to  tell  us  how  we  were 
to  live  within  our  means  and  make  both  ends 
meet,  then  I  saw  Idiat  he  was  going  to  fall  into 
the  same  difficulty  as  our  old  friend  Mr.  Micaw- 
ber ;  and  that,  however  good  his  theory  might 
•be,  his  practice  would  be  the  practice  of  the 
Continuous  Mmistry.  When  he  told  us  that  we 
should  pay  our  liabilities  by  funding  them,  and 
that  we  should  live  within  our  income  by  going 
•on  the  London  money-market  and  borrowing 
two  millions,  1  said,  '*  'Tis  a  new  way  to  pay 
•old  debts,  indeed,"  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  more 
correctly,  an  old  way  of  paying  new  debts — the 
•old,  old  way  of  paying  the  debts  contracted  when 
he  was  in  office.  Honourable  gentlemen  are 
perhaps  aware  of  what  the  usual  fare  at  up- 
Hsoontry  stations  is — damper,  mutton,  and  tea ; 
tea,  and  damper,  and  mutton ;  mutton,  and 
damper,  and  tea.  So  it  is  with  the  policy  of 
the  honourable  gentleman :  there  is  the  same 
charming  variety — Treasury  bills,  loans,  and 
promises;  promises,  and  loans,  and  Treasury 
bills ;  loans,  and  Treasury  bills,  and  promises. 
When  I  look  back  on  the  arguments  which 
were  used  to  induce  constituents  to  throw  out 
the  Stout- Vogel  Ministry  and  return  to  power 
the  party  which  now  sits  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  I  cannot  but  remember  the  criticisms 
which  were  passed  upon  the  late  Premier 
when  he  mildly  proposed  that  we  should  bor- 
row two  millions,  and  should  spread  that  over 
five  years.  That  proposition  was  yelled  at  by 
every  member  of  the  then  Opposition  Press: 
and  on  eveiy  platform  throughout  the  colony 
the  electors  were  told  that  the  Premier  wanted 
to  borrow  two  millions  at  once ;  that  for  every 
million  there  would  be  additional  taxation  to 
the  extent  of  £40,000  a  year,  or  for  the  two 
millions  a  sum  of  £80,000  a  year,  and  that 
that  meant  so  much  on  every  man,  woman, 
And  child  in  the  colony ;  that  they  could  buy 
all  sorts  of  things  for  the  money  which  had  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  country  for  interest,  and  keep 
themselves  in  comfort;  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  be  driven  from  public  life  if 
we  were  ever  to  have  anything  like  real  re- 
trenchment and  economy.  That  was  the  cry 
which  was  raised  throughout  the  colony ;  and 
jet  now  we  find  those  very  gentlemen  who 
raised  it  coming  down  with  a  proposal  not  to 
borrow  two  millions  in  five  years,  but  two  mil- 
lions at  once.  That  was  the  cry  which  was 
zaised  by  that  incorruptible  newspaper-ring 
•which  served  the  honourable  gentleman  so 
well ;  and  who  would  have  thought  that  at  this 
early  stage  of  the  game  they  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  swallow  their  principles  so  easily  ? 
foremost   amongst   those  who   attacked  the 


late  Ministry  for  extravagance,  for  oppressive 
taxation,  for  continuous  borrowing,  for  post- 
poning liabilities,  for  extravagance  in  every 
possible  form,  was  a  gentleman  who  last 
night  said  to  us,  on  the  question  of  borrow- 
ing, that,  knowing  as  he  does  now  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  colony,  it  is  impossible  for  his 
Government  to  borrow  less  than  two  millions : 
and  they  propose  to-  borrow  that  at  once. 
Can  there  be  a  more  damning  admission  of  the 
utter  breakdown  of  the  charges  brought  against 
the  late  Government  in  the  constituencies,  and 
which  caused  the  fall  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  North  ? — that  is,  that  thev 
obeyed  the  voice  of  the  people  to  which  there 
gentlemen  gave  so  much  attention,  and  to 
which  they  attach  so  much  importance  when  it 
suits  them.  The  same  honourable  gentleman 
to  whom  I  am  alluding  said  that  we  are  not  the 
party  of  the  people,  that  we  are  not  the  demo- 
cratic party,  that  we  have  not  a  democratic 
leader,  and  that  the  true  democrats  sit  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  I  take  it  that  democracy 
means  this:  that  the  will  of  the  people,  as 
expressed  at  the  ballot-box,  shall  prevail  in  this 
House ;  and  I  know  that  the  expressed  will  of 
the  people  at  the  late  general  election  was  that 
Liberal  principles  should  prevail  in  our  legis- 
lation. The  Minister  of  Education  taunted 
our  leader  with  having  been  a  candidate  in 
England  in  the  interests  of  the  Tory  party.  I 
believe  that  it  is  quite  true  that  the  honourable 
member  did  stand  as  a  csindidate  in  the  Gon- 
servative  interest.  I  believe  that  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  common  with  many  other 
distinguished  men  in  this  colony,  believed  that 
the  Gonservative  party  at  Home  has  greater 
sympathy  with  a  broad  colonial  policy  than  the 
Liberal  party,  and  that  therefore,  as  a  colonist 
understanding  colonists'  aspirations,  he  did 
approve  the  Gonservative  policy  in  that  re- 
spect. I  believe  that  many  of  our  most  pro- 
minent Liberals,  many  of  our  most  sincere 
Badicals,  believe  that  the  English  Conserva- 
tives have  more  sympathy  with  the  colonies 
than  characterizes  the  Liberals,  and  therefore 
would  support  them.  But  that  affects  very 
little  the  attitude  of  those  persons  on  questions 
particularly  affecting  this  colony.  Now,  I  am 
a  democrat — I  represent  the  democratic  side  of 
a  democratic  constituency ;  and  when  I  come 
to  consider  this  question  I  do  not  look  so  much 
to  theory  as  to  practice.  And  when  I  look 
round  this  House,  what  do  I  see  ?  I  see  lead- 
ing this  side  of  the  House  a  gentleman  who 
passed  the  Ballot  Act,  and  who  thus  conferred 
upon  the  people  of  this  colony  the  most 
priceless  boon  ever  conferred  upon  them.  I 
see  a  gentleman  whose  Government  came  down 
to  the  country  a  few  months  ago  and  proposed 
graduated  taxation,  a  proposal  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  every  sincere  democrat  as  one  of  the 
most  democratic  measures  ever  presented  to 
the  New  Zealand  Parliament.  I  see  leading 
this  side  of  the  House  a  gentleman  who  is  in 
favour  of  payment,  and  of  adequate  payment, 
of  members.  I  also  see  a  gentleman  who  is  in 
favour  of  constituencies  which  shall  not  be  so 
large  and  unwieldy  as  to  make  it  useless  for  a 
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poor  man  to  attempt  to  contest  them.  I  see  a 
gentleman  who  is  in  favour  of  keeping  the  con- 
trol of  Parliament  in  the  hands  of  the  popular 
Chamber.  And  when  I  see  these  things  I  say, 
What  matters  it  whether  that  man  calls  him- 
self a  Conservative  or  not?  for  a  man  who  advo- 
cates such  principles  as  these  is  quite  democrat 
enough  for  me.  And  when  the  Minister  of 
Education  asks  us  to  believe  that  democratic 
principles  reign  paramount  on  those  benches 
we  have  to  look  not  only  at  those  who  are  on 
those  benches,  but  we  have  also  to  look  at  those 
who  are  behind  those  benches.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  talk  of 
democracy,  and  of  advanced  liberalism,  but  I 
ask,  who  sit  behind  the  honourable  gentleman? 
Who  are  the  tutelary  deities  who  look  down 
upon  him  with  approval  ?  What  is  the  power 
that  he  relies  upon  to  keep  him  on  those 
benches  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  may  say 
this,  that,  or  the  other,  but  when  it  comes  to 
action  we  shall  see  where  it  is  that  all  the 
power  lies.  The  Minister  of  Education,  in  his 
clas5«ic  speech,  quoted  poetry  and  prose.  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  many  quota- 
tions to-night,  but  1  have  a  few  lines  here 
which  I  should  like  to  quote  as  showing  the 
position  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
backers : — 

The  ea^lo  sufFers  little  birds  to  sing, 
And  is  not  careful  what  they  mean  thereby, 

Knowing  that  with  the  flapping  of  his  wing 
He  can  at  pleasure  stay  their  melody. 

That  is  the  position.  The  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  has  accepted  the  paternity  of  the 
Ministry.  Seeing  what  a  large  and  well-grown 
family  it  is,  I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  rather 
a  big  order  on  the  honourable  member's  bump 
of  philoprogenitiveness.  He  knows  his  task, 
and  has  entered  upon  his  duty,  and  I  trust 
that  his  paternal  afiection  is  returned  with 
proper  filial  regard.  The  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation must  remember  that  in  guiding  a 
family  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  affec- 
tion, but  it  is  a  question  of  authority  like- 
wise. I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  do  his 
best  to  be  a  fractious  and  disobedient  child. 
No  doubt  his  natural  wilfulness,  or,  to  use 
a  colloquial  expression,  his  natural  *'  cussed- 
ness,"  will  lead  him  to  give  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  as  much  trouble  as  he 
possibly  can ;  but,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken 
as  to  the  past  history  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  the  Minister  of  Education  may  kick 
and  roar  as  much  as  he  likes,  but  if  he  attempts 
to  break  bounds  he  will  be  laid  across  the 
parental  knee  and  sent  to  bed,  and  kept  on 
bread  and  water  for  a  month.  The  honourable 
gentleman  claims  to  be  animated  by  the 
spirit  of  democracy.  Now,  Sir,  democracy  is 
obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  people ;  and  if 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  pronounced  more 
clearly  and  strongly  on  one  point  tiian  on 
another  during  the  late  election  it  was  on  the 
education  question,  and  to  the  effect  that  the 
education  system  should  not  be  touched.  The 
Premier,  who  formed  the  Government,  by  way 
of  rendering  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  demo- 
cracy, has  handed  over  the  portfolio  of  Edu- 
Mr.  W  P.  Beeves. 


cation  to  a  gentleman  who  is  on  enemy  to  the 
system  from  top  to  bottom.  I  have  read  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  delivered  on 
the  5th  May  last  —  that  famous  speech  in 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  satis- 
fied with  merely  driving  children  out  of  the 
schools  who  are  between  five  and  six,  buc  all 
those  who  are  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
seven ;  and  also  declared  himself  in  favour 
of  cutting  off  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Standards 
from  the  educational  course,  and  of  the  na- 
tionalisation of  the  education  reserves.  He 
attacked  the  system  from  beginning  to  end, 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  in  doing  so  displayed 
the  most  terrible  ignorance  of  the  points  on 
which  he  professed  to  quote  accurate  figures. 
He  told  the  House  that  the  number  of  children 
under  the  age  of  seven  who  were  attending  the 
schools  was  21,000,  and  that  therefore  the  State 
was  paying  capitation  grant  upon  that  num- 
ber. As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did  not  know 
that  we  do  not  pay  capitation  allowance  upon 
the  total  number  in  attendance  at  all.  We  do 
not  pay  capitation  allowance  on  21,000,  or  on 
anything  like  that  number.  We  pay  capitation 
upon  the  average  attendance,  and  that  is  very 
much  lower  than  the  total  attendance.  This 
happens  to  be  specially  tho  case  as  regards  the 
children  spoken  of,  because  the  younger  child- 
ren on  the  rolls  of  the  schools  are  constantly 
kept  at  home  for  reasons  which  would  not 
influence  the  attendance  of  the  elder  children. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  now  been 
charged  with  the  control  of  the  department  of 
the  leading  facts  in  connection  with  which  he 
showed  such  terrible  ignorance  six  or  seven 
months  ago.  I  believe  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  considerable  natural  ability, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  set  himself 
to  work  up  statistics  as  quickly  as  possible.  I 
can  easily  imagine  that  the  morning  after  the 
Cabinet  was  formed,  and  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  found  himself  famous  by  being 
made  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  Minister  of 
Education  too — it  is  a  wonder  that  it  was 
not  the  portfolio  of  Defence  that  was  given 
to  him :  probably  the  Premier  thought  that 
"  offence  "  was  more  in  his  line — ^I  can  imagine 
tho  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  got  np 
next  morning,  after  thinking  upon  the  novelty 
of  the  position  in  which  he  found  himself,  say- 
ing, "  I  must,  I  suppose,  learn  something  of 
the  matter;"  and  ringing  the  bell,  to  order 
up  the  papers.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  shows  that  he  is  trying  to  find  ont  what 
the  cost  of  education  is,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  he  is  still  trying  to  find  out  the  leading 
facts  connected  with  his  department,  and  that 
if  we  leave  him  in  peace  there  for  throe  years 
he  will  change  every  opinion  he  expressed  a  few 
months  ago,  when  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
matter  at  all.  But  it  was  rather  unfortunate 
for  him  that  in  his  speech  last  night  ho  chose  to 
endeavour  not  only  to  answer  what  he  thought 
were  the  weak  points  in  the  ex-Treasurer's 
speech,  not  only  to  praise  strong  points  in  the 
Treasurer's  Statement,  but  also  to  defend  his 
own  weak  points,  which  he  had  better  have 
left  alone.    It  was  specially  unfortunate  that 
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he  should  have  quoted  figures  to  show  that 
eduoation  is  more  expensive  in  New  Zea- 
land than  in  other  colonies;  because  his 
figures  were  quite  wroDg,  and  I  am  able 
to  show  the  House  that  the  education  here 
is  much  less  expensive  than  it  is  in  any  of 
the  oth^r  colonics.  The  only  relevaiit  figures 
aro  those  which  show  the  cost  per  head ;  and 
the  comparative  cost  is  really  as  follows:  In 
l^ew  South  Wales,  £4  14s.  8d. ;  Queensland, 
£4  18s. ;  Victoria,  JB4  Ss.  O^d. ;  New  Zealand, 
£4  3s.  3d. — figures  which  show  most  distinctly 
that  our  system  is  cheaper  than  that  of  any 
of  the  large  colonies  in  the  adjacent  continent. 
The  honourable  member,  however,  I  suppose 
felt  bound  to  do  something  after  the  slashing 
manner  in  which  he  attacked  our  educational 
system,  and  so  he  has  come  down  with  this 
heaven-bom  suggestion  that  wo  should  save 
£60,000  by  driving  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  six  out  of  the  schools.  He  does  not 
even  know  how  many  children  there  are  be- 
tween five  and  six  in  the  schools.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  who  runs  counter  to  the  public 
feeling  as  he  does,  by  proposing  to  interfere 
with  a  system  so  generally  worshipped  by  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  as  the  education  system 
is,  might  at  least  have  taken  care  to  insure 
that  the  ground  was  firm  beneath  him — that 
the  requisite  information  to  justify  him  wa.8  to 
band  ;  but  when  the  House  asked  for  the  facts 
he  could  not  give  it  the  facts  it  desired  to  have 
to  enable  it  to  come  to  a  judgment.  We  know 
that  a  return  has  had  to  be  ordered,  so  that 
we  may  get  information  which  will  enable  us  to 
see  how  the  matter  stands.  But  I  may  say 
I  have  been  told  that  the  number  of  children 
between  five  and  six  years  of  age  in  average 
attendance  at  the  schools  is  much  less  than 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  led  us  to  suppose. 
Most  experts,  at  least,  say  that  the  number 
between  five  and  six  years  of  age  attending 
school  is  much  less  than  of  those  between  six 
and  seven.  At  any  rate  this  much  is  quite  cer- 
tain :  that  it  will  bo  very  difficult  indeed  now 
to  tell  whether  a  child  is  below  six  or  above  it, 
and  in  my  humble  opinion  you  will  discover 
that  the  number  of  children  in  this  colony 
who  are  just  over  six  years  of  age  will  soon 
increase  in  a  most  marvellous  manner.  More- 
over, we  have  another  heaven-bom  suggestion, 
a  specimen  of  retrenchment,  an  example  of 
economy.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  by  those 
who  have  studied  the  education  system  that 
these  young  children  do  not  cost  anything  like 
£3  15s.  per  head;  that  their  education  does 
not  entail  any  great  extra  expense  in  the  large 
schools,  and  no  extra  expense  at  all  in  the 
small  coimtry  schools.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
a  large  saving  is  made  by  the  Education  Boards 
on  these  children,  that  that  saving  is  applied 
to  the  payment  of  teachers'  salaries,  and  that 
that  is  what  keeps  the  small  country  schools 
going  at  all.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  prepared  to  come  down  and  tell  us 
that  the  small  country  schools  must  be  shut 
np,  but  he  says  that  these  country  schools  are 
to  be  kept  open  by  grants-in-aid.  At  present 
we  pay  money  and  get  the  children  educated 


for  it ;  but  the  proposal  now  is  that  we  should 

gay  money  and  get  the  children  kept  at 
ome.  This  is  a  specimen  of  economy  and 
retrenchment  I  Before  I  close  my  brief 
remarks  I  should  like  to  say  this :  that,  of 
all  the  points  regarding  which  the  Premier 
seems  to  have  shrunk  from  his  duty,  and  in 
doing  which  he  seems  to  have  lacked  the  quali- 
ties which  should  make  a  statesman,  this  is  the 
chief  point:  It  is  that  he  is  utterly  unable 
to  offer  any  remedial  measure  for  the  depres- 
sion which  hangs  over  this  colony,  and  which 
this  policy  of  retrenchment  will  now  intensify. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  offered  us  the 
blue  pill,  but  he  declines  to  offer  us  the  tonio 
that  should  follow.  And  I  think  he  will  find 
that  his  retrenchment,  as  it  throws  man  after 
man  out  of  employment,  as  it  drives  the  Civil 
servants  into  the  street,  and  swells  the  ranks  of 
the  unemployed  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  will 
cause  the  cry  raised  by  labour  to  swell  higher 
and  higher,  the  cry  that  something  must  be  done 
to  provide  employment  for  the  people  of  the 
colony.  The  people  in  towns  will  not  be  con- 
tent to  herd  together  on  relief-works,  and  to  eat 
the  bread  of  charity.  Wo  must  remember  that 
these  people  are  not  mere  slaves  and  helots, 
but  that  they  are  the  people  who  really  hold 
the  power  of  this  colony  in  the  last  resort. 
We  have  given  them  the  power,  we  have  given 
them  the  franchise,  and  we  have  to  go  to  them 
to  be  returned  to  this  House.  Any  Government 
has  to  look  to  them  in  the  last  resort ;  and 
therefore,  if  they  choose  to  put  down  their  foot 
and  say,  "  You  shall  find  work  for  us,  you  shall 
give  us  means  of  existence — this  is  our  coun- 
try," we  shall  have  to  listen  to  their  demands, 
and  I  say  that  nothing  we  can  ever  do  will 
provide  them  with  lasting  employment  but 
by  stimulating  the  manufactures  of  the  colony 
and  by  aiding  the  progress  of  local  industries. 
If  we  do  not  have  that,  we  shall  have  these  un- 
happy people  herding  together  in  the  towns, 
breeding  discontent  and  revolution ;  and  the  end 
of  it  will  be  that  the  feeling  will  turn,  not  only 
against  absentee  land-owning,  but  against  land- 
owning of  all  kinds,  and  against  property  of  all 
kinds,  and  we  shall  have  a  wave  of  revolutionary 
legislation  in  this  colony  in  a  few  years  that  wiU 
brmg  certain  cherished  institutions  tumbling 
about  the  ears  of  those  who  now  think  they 
are  secure.  We  are  told  that  democracy  is  the 
guiding  spirit  of  the  Government:  yet  those 
gentlemen  come  down  with  a  proposal  which 
means  to  take  the  control  of  parliamentary 
affairs  away  from  the  popular  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  As  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  last  night,  it 
is  impossible  to  fix  a  hard-and-fast  rule  for 
the  number  of  members  of  the  other  House 
without  doing  this.  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  the  point  which  that  honourable  gentle- 
man discussed  so  well  last  night.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  repeat  what  abler  men  have  said 
better  before  me.  But  I  should  like  to  say 
that  I  think,  if  the  number  of  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  is  to  be  reduced  at  all,  that 
the  system  which  was  hinted  at,  that  of 
balloting-out,  is  about  the  most  clumsy  and 
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the  worst  that  could  possibly  be  imagined. 
It  may  be  that  in  that  House  there  are 
honourable  gentlemen  who  could  leave  it  and 
yet  leave  those  behind  them  who  could  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  country  quite  as  well 
as  it  is  conducted  now ;  but  what  guarantee 
have  we,  supposing  this  reform  is  to  be  carried 
out,  that  they  will  ballot  out  the  right  men  ? 
What  g^uarantee  have  we  that  the  gentlemen 
whose  liberal  opinions  may  be  obnoxious  to  the 
House,  though  they  are  men  of  ability  and  of 
physical  strength,  will  not  be  balloted  out? 
What  guarantee  have  we  that  this  ballot  will 
not  be  made  a  party-engine  to  crush  the  ob- 
noxious minority?  And,  Sir,  I  say  this  is,  I 
think,  not  only  clumsy,  but  absolutely  useless, 
— that  it  is  not  wanted.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
in  this  House  were  to  come  to  an  understanding 
that  the  power  of  nominating  fresh  members  to 
that  House  should  not  be  exercised  for  a  few 
more  years,  except  in  cases  of  direst  necessity, 
we  should  only  have  to  leave  Nature  to  do  the 
work  which  we  propose  to  hurry  on.  This  is 
not  a  laughing-matter,  and  I  do  not  speak  in 
disrespect  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  up 
there ; — far  from  it.  I  think  the  proposal  of 
the  Premier  is  not  only  clumsy,  but  that  it  is 
disrespectful,  it  is  unjust,  and  I  may  go  further 
and  say  that  it  is  absolutely  cruel.  Sir,  in  that 
House  there  sit  honourable  gentlemen  who, 
though  they  may  now  be  the  shadows  of  what 
they  were,  are  men  who  have  been  eminent 
in  the  public  service  and  eminent  for  private 
virtues.  There  may  be.  Sir,  in  that  House  an 
honourable  gentleman — ^now  a  frail  old  man — 
who,  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  obtained  the 
highest  distinction  which  valour  can  obtain,  by 
the  dauntless  manner  in  which  he  fought  the 
enemies  of  his  Queen  and  country.  There  may 
be  another  honourable  gentleman  whose  literaiy 
culture  is  an  honour  to  this  country,  who  is 
admitted  to  be  a  highly  cultured  man  by  every 
one  who  visits  this  city  and  Chamber.  There 
may  be  another  honourable  gentleman  whose 
artistic  talents  and  critical  faculty  are  such  as 
to  be  admitted  and  admired  by  all  who  know 
him.  There  may  be  another  honourable  gentle- 
man who,  even  in  the  decay  of  mind  and  body, 
is  a  perfect  mine  of  information  on  historical 
politics,  and  able  to  afford  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  this  House  many  a  helpful  hand.  And 
these  are  the  men  whom  the  proposed  policy 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  would  ruthlessly 
cast  out  of  the  House  ;  these  are  the  men  the 
last  few  years  of  whose  lives  are  to  be  em- 
bittered by  the  thought  that  they  are  to  be 
thrust  forth  as  no  longer  fitted  to  serve  the 
country,  and  of  whom  it  is  to  be  proclaimed 
from  one  end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other  that 
they  are  no  longer  fit  to  occupy  the  positions 
they  were  asked  to  take.  I  say  that  these 
honourable  gentlemen  may  be  but  the  shadows 
of  what  they  were,  but  surely  some  things 
which  are  shadows  are  rightlv  objects  of  respect 
and  veneration  ;  and,  though  it  may  be  wrong 
to  use  the  word  in  these  days  of  drastic  re- 
trenchment, I  say  that  we  should  not  only 
regard  these  honourable  gentlemen  with  re- 
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speot,  but  even  deal  with  them  with  somethioi^ 
like  **  generosity." 

Dr.  HODGEINSON.— Sir,  in  the  oonzae  of 
the  debate  we  have  been  told  by  several  hononr- 
able  gentlemen  to  approach  this  subject  in  an 
impartial  spirit,  free  from  party  bias.  Certainly 
I  shall  not  approach  it  in  a  party  spirit. 
In  the  speech  I  shall  make  I  shall  take  the 
part  of  what  may  be  termed  a  candid  friend. 
As  we  all  know,  candid  friends  are  apt  to  say 
things  that  are  not  pleasing  to  hear;  and  it 
may  be  so  on  the  present  occasion.  At  the 
same  time,  I  can  assure  the  present  Premier 
that,  so  long  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  and  his  followers  are  be- 
sieging the  Government  benches,  my  vote  will 
not  be  wanted  to  defend  his  position.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  policy  of  the  present  Ministry,  I 
may  say  that,  insismuch  as  it  is  a  policy  of 
retrenchment,  it  is  a  good  policy,  and  it  has 
my  most  hearty  sympathy  and  will  have  my 
best  support.  I  am  very  tdiankf ul  to  find  that- 
at  last,  after  so  many  years  of  prodigal  expendi- 
ture, we  have  a  Ministry  which  seems  inclined 
to  tfi^e  in  hand  with  sincerity  and  earnestness 
the  great  work  of  retrenchment.  We  cannot- 
f  ail  to  be  thankful  for  that ;  but,  then,  I  am  sony 
to  say  that,  inasmuch  as  the  policy  proposed 
also  appears  to  me  a  policy  of  excessive  borrow- 
ing, it  is  a  bad  policy.  If  I  am  mistaken  in 
this,  the  excuse  must  be  that  the  Ministry  have 
not  yet  brought  down  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  therefore  none  of  us  is  in  a  position 
to  form  an  opinion  so  well  as  we  should  be  if 
that  Statement  were  down ;  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  I  think  the  proposed  borrowing 
is  excessive,  and  I  will  refer  to  it  further  on. 
To  mention  a  few  of  the  principal  matters  on 
which  retrenchment  is  proposed  to  be  made.  I 
need  not  say  much  upon  the  retrenchment  of 
the  Qovernor's  salary.  I  quite  agree  with  it, 
but  think  it  capable  of  being  carried  further. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  retrenchment  of  the 
Ministers'  salaries,  I  thoroughly  agree  with  that, 
and  would  give  all  credit  which  is  due  to  them, 
and  say  I  wish  I  could  give  them  somewhat- 
more.  It  is  a  sad  comment  upon  the  extra- 
vagant system  under  which  we  have  lived  for 
the  last  seventeen  years  that  the  reduction  of 
those  gentlemen's  salaries  to  something  like  a 
reasonable  amount  should  be  thought  a  heroic 
sacrifice.  I  believe  they  ought  to  be  reduced 
20  per  cent.  more.  To  show  that,  I  will  com- 
pare them  with  the  salaries  that  are  paid  in 
other  countries.  In  the  Dominion  of  Canada- 
the  salary  paid  to  Ministers  is  £1,400,  and  they 
rule  over  a  population  of  five  millions,  and  a 
vast  territory ;  and  will  any  one  tell  me  that  the 
salaries  of  our  Ministers  should  have  been  much 
more  than  theirs  ?  Then,  take  the  sidaries  of 
the  Cabinet  Ministers  of  the  United  States, 
that  great  empire  comprising  sixty  millions 
of  people,  just  one  hxmdred  times  greater 
than  our  own.  Now,  the  salaries  of  those 
gentlemen  are  only  £1,600  a  year  each.  You 
will  find  that  in  "  The  Statesman's  Year- 
book ; "  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  any 
extra  allowance  is  made  for  house-rent  or  not. 
Now,  till  recently  our  Ministers  cost  us,  one* 
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way  or  another,  on  an  average,  £2,000  each; 
and  the  salary  of  the  Premier  was  £1,750.  I 
may  say  I  was  rather  amused  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  dispute 
the  reasonableness  of  the  proposed  salaries. 
Certainly  it  does  look  something  like  too  much 
assurance  for  small  men  in  a  small  country — 
and  I  do  not  say  that  to  be  disrespectful ;  we 
are  all  small  men  here,  with  one  exception, 
that  of  an  honourable  gentleman  who  is  not 
now  present ;  and  it  does  seem  too  much  that 
he  should  think  himself  entitled  to  as  large 
a  salary  as  such  men  as  Mr.  Chase,  or  Mr. 
Sewazd,  Cabinet  ^linisters  for  the  United 
States,  when  ruling  over  a  population  of  forty 
millions  at  a  critical  time.  That  seems  to 
me  altogether  preposterous  :  indeed,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  in  New  Zealand  have  been  altogether 
preposterous  and  absurd.  This  colony  for  the 
last  seventeen  years  has  been  emulating  the 
old  fable  of  the  frog  and  the  ox,  until  we  have 
got  to  that  extent  that  if  we  have  not  burst  up 
altogether  we  are  in  extreme  danger  of  doing 
so.  I  can  fortify  my  opinion  upon  this  subject 
by  quoting  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of 
modern  times,  and  one  of  the  greatest  cham- 
pions of  democracy.  When  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  under  discussion.  Dr. 
Franklin  gave  his  opinion  on  this  subject  in 
these  words : — 

**  Sir,  there  are  two  passions  which  have 
a  powerful  influence  on  the  affairs  of  men : 
these  are  ambition  and  avarice.  Place  before 
the  eyes  of  men  a  post  of  honour  that  shall 
be  at  the  same  time  a  place  of  profit,  and 
they  will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  obtain  it. 
The  vast  number  of  such  places  it  is  which 
renders  the  British  government  so  tempestu- 
ous. The  struggles  for  them  are  the  true 
source  of  all  those  factions  which  are  perpetu- 
ally dividing  that  nation,  distracting  its  coun- 
cils. And  of  what  kind  are  the  men  who  will 
strive  for  this  profitable  pre-eminence  through 
all  the  bustle  of  cabal,  the  heat  of  contention, 
and  the  mutual  abuse  of  parties  teaming  to 
pieces  the  best  of  characters  ?  It  will  not  be  the 
wise  and  the  moderate,  the  lovers  of  peace  and 
good  order,  the  men  fittest  for  the  trust :  it  will 
be  the  bold  and  the  violent,  the  men  of  strong 
passions  and  indefatigable  activity  in  their 
selfish  pursuits.  These  will  thrust  themselves 
into  your  Government  and  be  your  rulers ;  and 
they,  too,  will  be  mistaken  in  the  expected 
happiness  of  their  situation,  for  their  van- 
quished competitors  of  the  same  spirit  and 
from  the  same  motives  will  be  perpetually 
endeavouring  to  distress  their  administration, 
thwart  their  measures,  and  render  them  odious 
to  the  people." 

Here  we  have  a  picture  of  the  evils  of 
enormous  salaries  in  combination  with  the 
system  of  government  by  pajty.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  retrenchment  on  members  of  this 
House,  I  thoroughly  concur  in  the  proposals  of 
the  Government;  but  I  think  it  might  have 
been  accomplished  in  a  somewhat  better  man- 
ner. I  think  this  system  of  voting  an  amount 
of  compensation  for  the  session  is  very  objec- 


tionable, and  on  several  occasions  has  placed 
this  House  in  a  false  position  before  the 
country.  It  is  not  reasonable  that  the  same 
amount  should  be  given  for  a  session  of  one  as 
for  a  session  of  three,  four,  or  five  months ;  and 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the  Cana- 
dian system,  by  having  a  sort  of  sliding  scale. 
I  may  assume  that,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, the  average  length  of  our  session  will 
be  about  three  months ;  but  if  you  were  to 
reform  our  system  of  local  government  it  might 
be  reduced  to  six  weeks.  Then,  again,  I  must 
thoroughly  concur  in  what  has  been  proposed 
as  to  restricting  the  power  of  the  ^linistry  to 
spend  money  without  it  being  specially  voted ; 
also  with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  Crown 
and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  and  to  the 
charging  of  subsidies  to  local  bodies  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  instead  of  on  loan.  I  agree 
with  the  Government  that  we  should  make 
both  ends  meet,  and  keep  the  expenditure 
within  our  means.  Then,  again,  instead  of 
spending  all  the  proceeds  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
as  income,  I  agree  with  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  apply  it  to  paying  ofi  the  de- 
ficiency. With  regard  to  the  property-tax,  I 
do  not  see  the  propriety  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  do — that  is  to  say,  to  increase 
the  amount.  I  think  it  would  be  much  better 
to  remove  the  exemptions  entirely.  That 
would  have  brought  in  a  larger  sum,  and  would 
have  removed  that  very  objectionable  feature 
in  our  system,  class  legislation.  When  I  was 
in  Parliament  before  I  always  maintained  that 
this  system  of  exemptions  was  a  most  obnoxious 
one,  and  I  think  it  is  entirely  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  the  country  wants  it.  I  give  people 
greater  credit,  and  I  believe  that  they  would 
agree  to  these  exemptions  being  done  away 
with.  I  think  I  might  quote  a  very  distinguished 
member  of  this  House  in  support  of  my  views. 
Ten  or  eleven  years  ago,  speaking  on  this  sub- 
ject, Sir  George  Grey  said, — 

"  I  am  not  one  of  those  .who  would  advocate 
letting  a  man  off  the  land-tax  who  has  a  cot- 
tage and  garden.  If  he  has  an  acre  of  ground 
let  him  pay  his  threepence  or  whatever  the 
tax  may  be.  It  will  not  hurt  him.  On  the 
contrary,  he  will  then  feel  that  if  he  does  fall 
into  a  state  of  destitution  in  his  old  age,  and 
requires  relief,  he  will  not  be  a  pauper.  He 
will  feel,  as  every  one  is  entitled  to  feel  who  con- 
tributes to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  that  he 
has  contributed  to  a  guarantee-fund  which  is 
to  support  the  destitute,  and  that,  if  he  falls 
into  a  state  of  destitution  through  the  failure 
of  his  health  and  energy,  he  will  he  entitled  to 
receive  a  share  of  that  guarantee-fund  without 
feeling  that  he  is,  as  we  have  been  told,  a  com- 
mimist  or  a  pauper." 

That,  I  think,  should  be  the  way  to  deal  with 
the  proper ty- tax ;  and,  moreover,  I  think,  in 
any  scheme  of  reform  of  local  government,  if  it 
is  necessary  to  assist  the  local  bodies  by  the 
central  Government,  this  property-tax  might 
be  set  aside,  or  a  portion  of  it,  for  the  local 
bodies.  With  regard  to  departmental  ex- 
penses, we  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  an 
opinion,  because  we  have  not  got  the  details. 
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All  I  can  say  is  that  I  thoroughly  concur  with 
the  Ministry  that  there  should  be  great  reduc- 
tions in  these  departments ;  but  whether  their 
reductions  will  bo  mivde  judiciously  or  nob 
events  will  show.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
loans,  as  I  have  said  before,  unless  some  in- 
formation is  given  to  ua  which  can  prove  that 
it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  raise  these  two 
loans,  I  shall  not  vote  for  them.  I  consider 
that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  to  go  on 
with  the  construction  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway.  I  suppose  that  £600,000  has 
either  been  spent  on  that  line  or  been  bor- 
rowed from  the  fund  which  is  to  be  raised. 
Well,  I  think  it  would  be  enough  to  borrow 
as  much  as  will  supply  what  has  been  spent 
on  that  line.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  other 
loan,  I  cannot  at  present  see  any  necessity 
for  it,  and,  unless  we  have  detailed  informa- 
tion laid  before  us  proving  that  it  is  an  abso- 
lute necessity,  and  that  there  is  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  borrow,  I  shall  certainly  vote 
against  it.  So  far  as  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment are  before  us,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
it  does  not  seem  as  if  we  have  reformed,  but 
we  appear  to  be  still  imbued  with  the  old  spirit 
which  has  been  our  disgrace  and  our  misery  for 
the  last  seventeen  years,  and  which,  as  wo  all 
know,  commenced  wiien  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  (Jhristchurch  North  initiated  that  most 
disastrous  scheme  of  public  works.  It  is  too 
dignified  to  call  it  a  policy;  it  might,  more  pro- 
perly, be  called  gambling.  I  think  wo  should 
go  so  far  as  to  convince  the  people  in  England 
that  we  are  thoroufihly  in  earnest  as  to  living 
within  our  means  ;  but  I  am  afraid  these  loans 
will  have  a  contrary  effect.  When  they  hear 
of  them  they  will  say,  *'0h,  these  people  are 
going  on  borrowing  to  the  very  utmost  limit  of 
their  credit ; "  and  that  is  the  case  with  these 
proposals.  The  Government  know  that  they 
would  not  get  the  money  if  they  did  not  pledge 
themselves  not  to  borrow  for  a  stated  period. 
If  it  is  necessary  to  borrow  at  all,  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  give  a  pledge  to  abstain 
from  borrowing  for  a  longer  term  than  three 
years.  The  public  have  got  so  accustomed  to 
receive  grants  from  this  central  Legislature 
that  I  am  afraid  it  will  take  more  than  three 
years  to  wean  the  public.  We  know  the  diffi- 
culty of  weaning  a  calf  that  has  been  long 
suckling  its  mother,  and  the  same  difficulty  will 
be  experienced  with  regard  to  the  public.  I 
cannot  sec  why  this  North  Island  Trunk  Rail- 
way might  not  be  stopped  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years.  Fm-ther  expenditure  upon  it 
just  now  is  not  at  all  justified.  It  will  not  be  a 
reproductive  work,  and  is  not  urgently  wanted. 
With  regard  to  the  Manawatu  Gorge  line  I  do 
not  intend  to  say  much,  but  I  think  there  is  no 
very  urgent  necessity  for  the  completion  of  that. 
It  is  more  a  matter  of  convenience  and  luxury, 
unless  it  be  the  case  that  it  is  required  very 
much  for  the  conveyance  of  stock  from  one  side 
of  the  country  to  the  other — to  take  store  sheep 
from  Napier  to  fatten  on  the  West  Coast,  which 
is  only  a  fattening  country,  not  a  breeding 
country.  So  many  honourable  members  have 
gone  through  the  financial  part  of  the  scheme 
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that  I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  taking  up  mnch 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  There  is  the  Otago 
Central  Railway,  which  is  supposed  to  make 
it  necessary  to  borrow  this  million.  It  has  oc- 
curred to  me  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  pay  for  the  Manawatu  Gorge  lino  and  the 
further  completion  of  the  Otago  Central  out  of 
land  instead  of  money.  I  know  already  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  oomplcte  that  line  as 
far  as  it  is  wished  out  of  land ;  but  it  might  he 
completed  to  Middlemarsli,  or  possibly  to  the 
Taieri  Lake.  Then,  there  is  another  thing 
that  the  Ministry  propose  to  do — to  constitate 
a  Civil  Service  Board  for  making  appointments, 
instead  of  iiheir  being  made  through  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Ministry.  There  is  another  point 
which  is  made  one  of  great  importance  by 
those  who  advocate  it — the  establishment  of  a 
non-political  Board  to  manage  railways.  Now, 
it  may  prove  to  be  some  mitigation  of  the 
present  system,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
think  it  possible  to  obtain  a  thoroughly  non- 
political  Board,  and  I  do  not  expect  the  same 
benefits  from  it  that  its  advocates  do.  Eight 
or  ten  years  ogo  I  said,  and  I  repeat  now,  that 
the  only  true  remedy  for  our  present  embarrass- 
ment would  be  to  soil  the  railways,  if  possible, 
on  good  terms.  By  so  doing  wc  shall  get  rid 
of  this  constantly-recurring  expense,  besides 
the  damage  which  our  present  system  does  to 
our  political  institutions,  disorganising  and  de- 
moralising our  Parliament ;  and  many  persons 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect  think 
the  railways  would  sell  for  so  largo  a  sum  as 
to  pay  off  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
national  debt — perhaps  fifteen  millions.  If 
that  were  done  it  would  relievo  our  yearly 
payments  for  interest  to  the  extent  of  about 
£400,000,  which  would  be  an  enormous  relief  to 
the  taxpayers ;  and  I  believe,  too,  that  it  would 
lead  to  the  introduction  ef  a  great  deal  of 
capital  into  this  country,  and  the  railways 
would  be  worked  more  cheaply  and  the  public 
be  much  better  accommodated.  This  proposal 
is  no  novelty :  it  is  the  general  practice 
throughout  the  civilised  world.  There  are  no 
Government  railways  in  France,  England,  the 
United  States,  or  Canada.  Then,  I  come 
to  what  I  think  is  the  greatest  blot  on  the 
scheme  of  the  Ministry— if  it  is  indeed  a  blot, 
for  it  is  not  an  act  of  commission  but  of 
omission — that  there  is  no  provision  for,  and 
not  even  an  allusion  to,  the  subject  of  de- 
centralisation of  Parliament  and  reform  in 
local  government.  Now,  it  is  obvious  to  the 
merest  tiro,  to  any  schoolboy,  that  on  this 
hinges  to  a  very  great  extent  the  state  of  our 
colonial  finance.  It  is  utterly  impossible*  for 
there  to  be  a  sound  state  of  colonial  finance 
in  the  present  state  of  our  local  government, 
and  the  present  overburdened  condition  of 
the  central  Government  with  regard  to  local 
matters.  Until  localism  is  thoroughly  expelled 
from  this  House,  and  the  local  bodies^  by  what- 
ever names  they  are  called,  are  obliged  to  find 
all  their  own  revenue  for  their  own  work,  the 
finances  of  the  colony  will  never  be  in  a  sound 
state.  As  a  mere  matter  of  fact,  during  the 
last  eight  years,  under  this  6}*stcm  of  voting 
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money  in  doles  by  this  House  in  response  to  the 
clamoozs  of  the  districts,  the  national  debt  has 
been  increased  upwards  of  two  millions.  And 
that  is  only  the  smallest  part  of  the  evil,  for 
this  system  leads  to  much  that  is  bad  —  in 
fact,  nothing  could  be  much  worse.  It  has 
completely  debauched  the  constituencies,  de- 
moralised Parliament,  and  degraded  Ministers ; 
and  this  is  felt  throughout  the  country.  I  dare 
not  mention  in  ihis  House  —  which  I  once 
heard  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  call  "  this  august  Assembly  " — the  way 
in  which  I  have  heard  this  House  spoken  of 
during  the  past  seven  years  in  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  I  live.  This  subject  of  de- 
centralisation and  reform  of  local  government 
bears  not  only  on  finance  but  on  many  of  the 
other  projects  of  the  Ministry.  For  instance, 
they  propose  to  reform  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil ;  but  how  can  the  Legislative  Council  be 
reformed  in  the  way  in  which  they  propose, 
unless  they  make  some  provision  for  its  election 
in  such  a  way  that  it  will  command  the  respect 
of  the  public  and  be  a  valuable  part  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  country?  It  has  been  said 
by  several  honourable  members  already  that  to 
restrict  the  number  of  the  Council  as  proposed, 
without  any  provision  to  make  new  members, 
would  bo  giving  too  much  power  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  that  the  country  would  never  submit 
to  that.  Now,  if  the  Government  had  proposed 
a  sensible  plan  of  reforming  local  government 
they  might  have  provided  chat  the  Legislative 
Council  should  be  elected  by  the  local  bodies, 
and  by  that  reform  they  would  have  been  put 
in  a  position  to  do  it.  Probably  there  are 
some  members  of  this  House  who  do  not 
know  that  in  the  original  draft  of  the  New 
Zealand  Constitution  Act  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil was  to  have  been  elected  by  the  Provincial 
Councils ;  and  I  consider  the  colony  is  under  a 
great  debt  of  gratitude  to  Sir  George  Grey  for 
having  embodied  that  in  the  Constitution  he 
drafted  and  sent  Home,  and  which  was  ap- 
proved by  Earl  Grey,  one  of  the  most  capable 
of  British  statesmen  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
Unfortunately,  however,  before  the  Bill  had 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons  one  of 
those  changes  which  are  so  frequent  under  the 
system  of  party  government  took  place  in 
England,  and  in  the  new  Ministry  Sir  John 
Pakington  was  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  He 
struck  out  the  clause  I  refer  to,  and  thereby 
marred  the  destinies  of  New  Zealand  for  all 
time,  I  am  afraid.  If  that  clause  had  remained 
it  would  have  been  the  most  conservative 
part  of  our  Constitution,  and  I  am  confident 
that  with  it  we  should  never  have  had  the 
public- works  scheme,  or  the  destruction  of 
the  old  Constitution ;  and  wo  should  never 
have  had  thirty-four  millions  of  debt,  and  the 
consequent  enormous  taxation  and  utter  de- 
moralisation of  the  country  that  we  have  now. 
Now,  I  think  myself  warranted  in  making  an 
appeal  to  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
as  the  leader  of  the  Ministry.  In  1876  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Ministry,  though  not  the  head 
of  it ;  but  he  was  responsible,  to  the  extent  of 
being  a  member  of  it,  for  what  took  place.    It 


may  refresh  his  own  memory,  and  be  giving 
some  information  to  other  members,  if  I 
read  an  extract  from  the  Financial  Statement 
of  Sir  Julius  VogeUn  that  year,  he  being  then 
Premier  and  Treasurer.  He  was  dealing  with 
the  Abolition  proposals,  and  I  remember  —  I 
heard  him  —  that  he  seemed  to  be  speaking 
with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility,  which  I 
think  he  has  since  forgotten.     He  said, — 

*'  We  propose,  then,  to  constitute  districts, — 
we  shall  call  them  *  counties,' — and  wo  aim  at 
separating  them  from  road  districts,  towns, 
and  colony  in  regard  to  their  duties  and 
finance.  With  the  finance  I  have  chiefly  to 
do,  and  the  essence  of  our  plan  is  that  the 
counties,  the  road  districts,  and.  the  towns  will 
not  be  able  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  colony, 
whilst  their  own  revenue  will  bo  sufficient  to 
enable  tliem  to  perform  the  work  assigned  to 
them." 

Here,  I  recollect,  the  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  almost  with  solemnity : — 

"Mr.  O'Rorke,  I  dreaded  doing  away  with 
the  provinces,  because  I  thought  we  should 
have  to  sit  here  in  judgment  on  local  works, 
and  that  gradually  we  should  find  creeping 
upon  us  the  demoralising  system  of  mutual 
compromise  called  by  the  Americans  '  log- 
rolling.' But  we  have  avoided  this  difficulty. 
If  our  system  be  carried  out,  the  name  of  any 
particular  road  or  bridge — of  any  work,  indeed, 
but  the  buildings  for  the  Government  services 
and  the  main  railways  of  the  country — should 
rarely  be  heard  in  this  House  ;  at  least,  not  for 
purposes  of  supplication,  though  it  might  be  as 
the  subject  for  congratulation  al  the  triumph 
of  the  form  of  local  government  that  could 
give  to  the  country  the  works  it  required 
without  the  necessity  of  parliamentary  inter- 
vention." 

Well,  a  short  time  afterwards  it  suited  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  go  to  England  to  fill 
an  office  of  honour  and  profit,  and  some  years 
afterwards  it  suited  him  to  return  to  the  colony, 
and  also  to  fill  an  ofiice  of  the  highest  honour 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  give.  But 
how  did  he  redeem  his  pledge  that  the  credit  of 
the  colony  should  never  be  pledged  for  local 
works,  and  that  such  things  as  roads  and 
bridges  should  never  be  heard  of  in  this  House  ? 
Why,  he  passed  an  Act  under  which  the  credit 
of  the  colony  was  pledged  every  year  to  the 
amount  of  £200,000;  and  he  did  his  very 
utmost  to  make  the  matter  of  roads  and 
bridges  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
this  House,  and  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the 
colony  to  the  utmost  amount  of  its  ability. 
That  is  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  ful- 
filled his  pledge.  Now,  I  have  hotter  hopes 
than  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont.  In  1876,  though  a  member  of  the 
Ministry,  ho  was,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
young  politician ;  but  now  he  is  a  great  deal 
older  and,  I  hope,  a  great  deal  wiser.  I  have 
not  given  up  all  hopes  of  him,  and,  though 
this  pledge  is  not  alluded  to  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  I  shall  still  expect  that  during  the 
recess  the  honourable  member  will  consider 
some  such  scheme.    I  might  freely  tell  him  he 
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is  bound  to  do  bo  as  a  matter  of  honour  and 
a  matter  of  duty,  and  there  can  be  no  evasion. 
If  he  does  evade  it,  I  must  class  him  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North ; 
but  I  hope  better  things  of  him,  and  I  know 
the  House  and  his  colleagues  are  both  able  and 
willing  to  assist  him  in  this  great  work,  for  it  is 
a  great  work.  I  have  no  wish  now  to  go  back 
to  those  times,  those  unliappy  times,  when  our 
old  Constitution  was  destroyed.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  say  it  was  a  matter  of  grief  and 
sorrow  to  many  of  us,  myself  among  the  rest- 
but  I  do  hope  that  a  feeling  of  the  responsi- 
bility the  honourable  gentleman  incurs  as  the 
head  of  the  Ministry  will  induce  him  to  do  his 
very  utmost  to  repair  the  wrong  then  done.  I 
think.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  I  need  say  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  any  longer. 

Major  STEWARD. —The  Budget  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  the  work  of  a  past 
master  in  the  art  of  manipulating  figures,  of 
one  who  possesses,  in  a  marked  degree,  the 
capacity  described  as  the  ars  celcire  artem. 
But,  in  so  far  as  the  Statement  is  a  record  of  the 
post  and  a  picture  of  the  present,  it  is  couched 
in  language  sufficiently  clear  to  be,  I  think,  easy 
of  comprehension  even  by  those  members  who, 
like  myself,  may  be  classed  as  lay  members  of 
the  House,  as  distinguished  from  those  mem- 
bers with  whom  finance  is  almost  a  political 
profession.  A  Ad,  Sir,  to  my  mind,  at  the  very 
outset  there  are  two  salient  features  of  the 
Statement  which  cannot  escape  the  notice  of 
the  veriest  tiro.  The  one  is,  that  within  tho 
last  three  years  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony 
has  increased  by  the  amount  of  four  and  a  half 
millions,  though,  it  is  true,  our  annual  burden 
has  not  increased  correspondingly,  partly  owing 
to  the  loan-conversion  operations.  But  there  is 
the  fact  of  the  addition  to  the  debt  at  the  rate 
of  a  million  and  a  half  a  year.  The  other  fact 
which  strikes  one  is  the  ugly  fact  that,  whereas 
there  was  a  deficit  at  the  commencement  of  this 
financial  year  of  £92,000— :or,  as  I  think  it  is  very 
fairly  put  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  in- 
cluding the  deficit  of  £54,000  on  the  Land  Fund, 
a  total  deficit  of  £146,000  —  there  is  also 
a  calculated  deficit  for  the  year  1887-88  of 
£389,000 ;  these  figures  together  making,  for  the 
two  years,  a  total  deficit  of  £535,000.  Now, 
that  deficit  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  by  the 
amount  of  £71,000,  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tions which  the  Government  think  they  can 
make  during  the  balance  of  the  present  financial 
year,  and  also  by  some  £65,000,  the  amount 
which  they  calculate  to  derive  from  increased 
property-tax.  The  fact  then  remains  that 
there  is  the  sum  of  £399,000,  or,  in  round  num- 
bers, £400,000,  to  deal  with.  Now,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  proposes  to  deal  ynHd^  tkaiit  dofioit 
very  much  in  the  same  way  that  private  indi- 
viduals deal  with  inconvenient  liabilities — that 
is  to  say,  by  having  recourse  to  paper,  on  tho 
Micawber  principle,  with  a  "Thank  God,  that's 
done  with  1 "  We  are  to  have  this  paid  of!  by 
instalments  apparently  of  £40,000  a  year,  out 
of  the  amount  derived  from  interest  upon  in- 
vestments of  accrued  Sinking  Fund.  Though 
Dr.  Hodgkinson 


I  should  very  much  have  preferred  to  see 
the  Treasurer  able  to  devise  some  schenwi 
whereby  it  might  be  possible  to  do  awaj 
with  the  necessity  for  having  recourse  to 
such  an  expedient  as  this,  I  freely  admit  the 
difficulty  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  I  do 
not  see  how  it  was  possible  for  him  to  im- 
pose taxation  or  to  reduce  expenditure  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  make  up  for  so  large  a 
deficit  as  that.  The  point  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  the  worst  feature  of  the  case  Ir  this : 
that,  in  looking  forward — and  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  look  forward  a  little — we  shall  find 
that  this  is  only,  after  all,  a  stop-gap  finance, 
for  unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken  we  shall 
have  at  the  end  of  another  year  another  deficit 
to  deal  with.  Taking  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  figures,  and  assuming  that  the 
revenue  for  1888-89,  of  which  year  we  aro 
really  entering  on  the  threshold,  which  will  be 
entered  upon  before  we  again  meet  in  this 
House  —  taking  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  figures,  there  will  be,  supposing  the  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  to  be  the  same  for  that 
year  as  for  the  year  now  nearly'  ended, 
again  a  deficit  of  £389,000,  less,  of  course, 
£300,000,  the  amount  of  retrenchment  which 
the  Government  propose  to  effect  during  the 
whole  year.  That  leaves  a  sum  of  £89,000, 
which  is  only  reducible  by  the  sum  of  £65,000, 
the  increased  property-tax  for  the  year.  In 
other  words,  there  will  be  an  apparent  deficit 
of  £24,000.  Then,  if  the  loans  proposed  are 
floated  early  in  the  year,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  there  will  be'  an  additional  amount  of 
interest,  which  may  probably  be  put  down  at 
£50,000. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  no  I 

Major  STEWARD.  — It  appears  to  me  to 
be  so,  at  any  rate.  That,  added  to  the 
£24,000,  would  give  us  £74,000.  I  note  also 
that  there  has  been  a  steady  declension  for 
some  years  past  in  the  Customs  revenue.  If 
that  declension  goes  on  at  the  present  increas- 
ing ratio,  then,  at  a  very  modest  estimate,  we 
may  put  the  deficit  at  the  end  of  next  year  as 
somewhere  between  £100,000  and  £150,000. 
That  is  not  by  any  means  a  pleasing  prospect, 
and  I  do  not  draw  attention  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  worst  of  the  case,  but  to 
show  that,  however  satisf(u;torily  we  may  ap- 
pear, by  such  means  as  we  have  before  us,  to 
bo  securing  an  equilibrium  of  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure, it  is  a  very  small  part  of  statesman- 
ship to  provide  for  this.  The  major  part  of 
the  duty  of  a  statesman  is  to  devise  such 
measures  as  will  restore  to  us  a  period  of 
steady  progress  and  prosperity — such  measures 
as,  instead  of  perpetuating  the  present  state  of 
things,  with  the  inevitable  deficit,  shall  bring 
about  the  much  more  pleasant  result  of  a  sur- 
plus. That  there  is  a  partial  recognition  in 
the  Statement  that  such  further  measures  as 
these  are  necessary,  I  freely  and  cordially 
admit;  but  it  is  only  a  partial  recognition, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  does  not  at  all  meet 
the  needs  of  the  situation.  Retrenchment  is 
the  cry  of  the  hour,  and,  unquestionably,  it 
is  not  only  the  desire  of  the  country,  but  it 
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is  an  absolute  neoessity  for  the  oonntry; 
bat  if  we  would  see  a  return  of  progress 
and  prosperity  in  this  country  we  must  seek 
to  ohange  the  condition  of  things  in  a  manner 
which  cannot  be  affected  by  any  measure  of 
retrenchment  at  all.  Before  I  say  anything 
more  upon  that,  I  may  say — though  I  con- 
gratulate the  Ministry  upon  having  attempted 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  country  with  re- 
gard to  retrenchment — that  they  cannot  claim 
the  sole  credit  of  being  its  advocates  in  this 
House,  nor  can  they  lay  the  flattering  unction 
to  their  souls  that  they  alone  would  have 
carried  out  such  a  policy ;  for  whoever  had  been 
called  upon  to  occupy  those  benches  must  of 
necessity  have  undertaken  this  branch  of  the 
duties  which  lie  before  any  set  of  gentlemen 
who  have  to  administer  the  affairs  of  State  at 
this  juncture.  The  total  amount  of  their  re- 
ductions is  certainly  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
most  vigorous  and  the  most  rigorous  advocate 
of  retrenchment ;  and,  while  I  do  not  quarrel 
with  the  amount  at  all,  while  I  do  not  think 
they  have  gone  at  all  too  far  as  regards  the 
total  amount  by  which  they  seek  to  reduce 
the  expenditure  of  the  country,  I  must  say 
that  I  am  not  able  to  concur  with  them 
in  all  the  items  of  retrenchment  which 
they  propose  precisely  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  propose  them.  With  regard  to 
the  proposed  reductions  in  the  salaries  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  of  Minis- 
ters, I  concur  that  such  reductions  must  be 
made ;  but,  as  regards  the  reductions  proposed 
in  Ministers'  own  salaries,  I  venture  to  think 
that  they  have  gone  too  far,  and  that  they 
would  have  been  wiser  to  have  reduced  the 
salary  of  the  Premier  by  £500,  that  is  to  say,  to 
£1,250,  and  the  salaries  of  the  other  Ministers  to 
£1,000.  I  think  that  Ministers  have  erred,  no 
doubt  with  a  good  motive,  in  cutting  down  their 
salaries  by  so  largo  an  amount  as  they  have 
done,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  bo  conducive, 
eventually,  to  the  good  government  of  the 
country.  With  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the 
honorarium  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  I 
entirely  concur  that,  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  colony,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
shoujd  agree  to  this  course;  for,  as  we  shall 
have  to  call  upon  persons  of  all  classes  through- 
out the  country  to  submit  to  the  unpleasant 
effects  of  retrenchment,  I  think  it  necessarily 
follows  that  we  must  ourselves  set  an  example. 
Still,  I  do  not  admit  that  the  honorarium 
itself  would  be,  in  the  normal  circumstances  of 
the  colony,  at  all  too  much  to  be  paid  to  the 
members  of  this  House ;  and  I  venture  to  throw 
out  the  suggestion,  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  will  take  note  of  it,  and  see 
whether  it  is  not  practicable,  that  it  would  be 
better,  instead  of  repealing  the  Parliamentary 
Privileges  Act,  to  pass  an  Act  suspending  its 
operation  for  the  term  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment ;  so  that,  if  matters  revert  to  what  I  will 
call  our  normal  condition  of  prosperity,  the  old 
Act  can  resume  its  operation.  As  regards  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  members  of  the 
House  to  seventy,  I  shall  vote  with  Ministers. 
I  voted  with  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 


ber for  Moeraki,  who  moved  the  reduction  last 
session  to  seventy-one;  and  I  have  stated  to 
my  constituents  that  I  would  support  the  same 
proposal  if  it  came  forward  again.  The  pro- 
posal of  Ministers  is  so  much  like  that  for 
which  I  voted  last  session  that  I  shall  give  my 
vote  with  them  upon  the  matter.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  reductions  will  not  bring  about  a 
difficulty  greater  than  any  of  us  at  one  time 
anticipated — tbat  is,  I  fear  we  shall  find  the 
constituencies  unwieldy,  and  that  the  change 
will  not  operate  so  well  as  many  people  in  the 
country  think.  At  present  the  general  feeling 
in  the  country  is  that  wo  should  make  this 
reduction ;  and  in  obedience  to  that,  and  as  my 
opinion  has  so  far  coincided  with  those  of 
other  members  who  advocate  the  reduction,  I 
shall  support  it ;  but  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
find,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  movement 
setting  in  in  an  opposite  direction,  and  strong 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  this  House  for  in- 
creased representation  of  the  people.  If  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  be  reduced,  I  think  it  is  reasonable 
that  the  number  of  members  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  should  also  bo  reduced.  The 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  spoke  very 
eloquently  on  this  subject  just  now;  but  I 
think  he  took  a  somewhat  mistaken  view  of 
what  might  happen  in  another  place.  He 
seems  to  think  that,  whatever  method  were 
adopted  of  reducing  that  Chamber,  the  fact 
that  the  services  of  a  number  of  Councillors 
were  dispensed  with  would  necessarily  justify 
the  inference  that  they  wero  regarded  as  no 
longer  fit  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  see  the  thing  in  that  light  at  all ; 
but  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  will  never 
do  to  absolutely  fix  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
by  statute  so  that  it  cannot  by  any  possibility 
be  increased.  I  think,  if  this  House  should 
reduce  its  own  number  of  members  to  seventy, 
and  the  number  of  members  of  the  other  House 
be  reduced  to  thirty-five,  it  should  always  be 
competent — by  resolution  of  this  House,  I  would 
suggest — to  add  a  certain  number  of  members 
to  the  other  House  for  such  time  as  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  House  should  name ;  and,  further, 
there  must  be  power  retained,  in  the  event  of 
the  services  of  any  particular  gentleman  being 
required  in  the  Cabinet,  of  calling  that  gentle- 
man to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  of  his 
remaining  a  member  of  the  Council  so  long  as 
he  remains  a  member  of  the  Cabinet ;  but 
when  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment he  should  also  cease  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council  if  the  number  of  mem- 
bers should  be  in  excess  of  thirty-five.  With 
such  safeguards  as  those  I  apprehend  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  the  matter ; 
but  in  the  absence  of  those  safeguards  it  is 
absolutely  clear  that  we  should  be  handing 
over  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
a  power  which  would  be  disastrous  to  the 
interests  of  the  people.  I  differ  from  a 
great  many  honourable  members  who  are  on 
this  si.!e  of  the  House,  and  I  agree  with  Minis-, 
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ters  in  the  ox3mion  that,  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  we  are  not  able  to  bear  the 
large  charge  which  is  imposed  upon  the  con- 
solidated revenue  by  the  cost  of  education.  I 
^hink  that  the  growing  charge,  which  is  now 
over  half  a  million,  is  more  than  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  is  able  to  boar  ;  and  I  have  said 
before,  not  only  in  this  House  but  on  public 
platforms,  and  I  think  that  my  constituents 
■agree  with  me,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  go 
back  to  the  statutory  capitation  allowance ;  and 
I  think  we  might  also  raise  the  school-age  to 
six,  provided  that  means  are  taken  to  secure 
that  country  schools  shall  not  suffer  thereby. 
I  go  a  step  farther  than  that,  for  I  do  not  seo 
that  it  is  absolutely  incumbent  on  the  Stato 
to  provide  education  free  or  at  the  cost  of  tho 
State  beyond,  say,  the  Fourth  Standard.  In 
the  case  of  those  who  are  able  to  pay,  I  think 
■that  in  the  higher  standards  a  small  fee  might 
reasonably  be  charged,  always  provided  that 
ample  opportunity  be  afforded  to  those  children 
whose  parents  are  not  able  to  pay  that  fee  to 
secure  for  themselves  free  education  by  means 
of  scholarships.  Therefore  I  think  that  very 
considerable  retrenchment  might  be  made  in 
this  vote  over  and  above  that  which  is  proposed. 
I  also  think  there  is  too  much  machinery,  and 
consequently  too  much  expense,  in  connection 
with  the  Education  Department ;  and,  for  my 
part,  1  should  have  been  quite  willing  to  favour- 
ably entertain  a  proposal  by  Ministers  for  the 
abolition  of  Education  Boards,  because  I  am 
satisfied  the  system  would  work  well  under  the 
School  Committees  and  Inspectors.  If  that 
could  be  brought  about  it  would,  I  believe, 
■effect  a  saving  of  £10,000  a  year  at  least.  Under 
the  present  system  there  arc  frequent  clashings 
between  Conmiittees  and  Boards  ;  and  I  think 
some  provisions  are  necessary  in  order  to  more 
distinctly  define  the  powers  of  the  Committees 
and  the  powers  of  the  Boards,  or  else  some 
radical  change  such  as  I  have  named  must  be 
made.  In  regard  to  travelling- allowances,  it 
was  startling  to  me,  I  confess,  to  hear  that 
the  travelling  -  expenses  of  the  public  service 
amounted  to  some  £57,000.  But  I  think  that 
must  be  regarded  as  simply  a  figure  of  speech 
— a  mere  paper  calculation — a  large  proportion 
of  the  money  being  taken  out  of  one  pocket 
and  paid  into  the  other.  I  presume  that 
much — perhaps  most — of  this  money  is  paid 
into  tho  Railway  Department,  which  gets  the 
benefit  of  it ;  so  that  what  is  charged  to  one 
side  of  the  ledger  is  credited  on  the  other.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  institute  a  system 
of  "  passes."  Still,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
expenses  have  been  greater  than  they  ought  to 
have  been ;  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Ministers 
intend  to  take  up  this  matter,  with  a  view  to 
effect  economy.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  find 
that  a  reform  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
late  Government  is  to  be  adopted  and  carried 
on  by  the  present  Government,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Board  to  deal  with  appointments  to 
tiie  Civil  Service ;  for  I  agree  that  these  ap- 
pointments and  promotions  should  not  rest 
altogether  with  tho  Ministry  of  the  day.  As 
to  the  Bailway  Board,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we 
Major  Steward 


have  ample  ground  in  the  experience  of  Victoria 
— whose  example,  I  see,  is  being  followed  by 
New  South  Wales— for  the  belief  that  were  our 
railways  under  the  management  of  a  Board 
they  would  be  conducted  more  in  the  interests 
of  the  jpublic  convenience,  and  with  better 
financial  results,  than  hitherto.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  of  this  colony  should  be 
confided  to  one  Board.  The  railways  of  the 
South  Island  are  so  distinct  from  those  of  the 
North  Island  that  it  seems  to  me  they  mast  be 
managed  by  a  different  Board,  and  that  there 
should  be  two  Boards  for  the  North  Island  so 
long  as  there  is  no  communication  between 
its  two  systems  of  railways.  Certainly  we  shall 
have  no  satisfactory  management  if  we  have 
only  one  Board  sitting  here  for  both  Islands. 
In  reference  to  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Bating  Act,  the  repeal  of  this  will  enable  us  to 
effect  a  saving  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue 
of  some  £42,000  a  year ;  and  I  am  glad  that, 
while  that  is  being  done,  an  effort  is  being  made 
to  do  away  with  any  necessity  for  the  excep- 
tional treatment  of  Native  lands  by  bringing 
about,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  an  equalisation  of 
the  races,  both  as  regards  responsibilities  and 
privileges.  And,  Sir,  I  am  much  pleased  to  see 
that  a  Native  member  has,  this  session,  placed 
upon  the  Order  Paper — and  I  hope  he  will 
proceed  with  it — a  resolution  affirming  the 
desirability  of  some  such  course  as  this.  But 
there  is  another  matter.  Sir,  which  I  should 
have  liked  to  see  Ministers  take  up,  but  re- 
garding which  tho  Financial  Statement  is  alto- 
gether silent.  I  refer  to  the  ocean  mail  ser- 
vices. In  my  opinion,  in  these  times  we  are 
altogether  too  luxurious  in  this  matter ;  and  if 
we  only  showed  the  earnestness  of  our  desire 
for  retrenchment  by  a  willingness  to  practise 
some  self-denial,  we  should  find  a  way  by  which 
at  least  £25,000  could  be  saved  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— How  would  you  effect 
the  saving  ? 

Major  STEWARD.— Wo  could  save  it  by 
abolishing  the  San  Francisco  service.  That 
would  save  £20,000.  Of  course  it  is  true  that 
the  postages  pay  for  the  cost ;  but  I  believe 
nearly  as  many  letters  would  be  sent  if  there 
were  only  the  direct  service,  and  if  so  we 
should  receive  as  large  an  amount  of  post- 
ages while  largely  reducing  our  payments. 
Now,  in  connection  with  Defence  I  see  there 
is  a  proposed  saving  of  £46,000.  In  the 
absence  of  any  particulars  as  to  where  the 
reductions  are  to  be  made  it  is  impossible  &>r 
one  to  say  what  one's  views  are  in  regard  to 
that  matter.  And  this  brings  me  to  one  fea- 
ture o\  the  Statement  which  I  think  is  exceed- 
ingly unsatisfactory  —  namely,  its  vagueness 
with  regard  to  these  reductions.  I  shall  have 
more  to  say  about  that  by-and-by.  In  the 
meantime  I  will  go  back  to  this  saving  of 
£46,000.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  is  to  be 
on  the  Police,  or  on  the  Volunteers,  or  on  the 
Permanent  Force,  or  on  all  these.  In  regazd 
to  Defence,  I  may  say  that  I  think  our  aim 
should  be  to  train  up  our  whole  population  in 
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the  use  of  the  rifle.  I  think  our  young  men 
should  be  trained  in  rifle-shooting,  not  merely 
at  a  stationary  target  and  at  fixed  ranges,  but 
so  that  they  could  be  sharpshooters,  find- 
ing their  own  ranges,  and  able  to  hit  moviug 
objects.  Our  experience  of  what  skilled  marks- 
men can  do  in  South  Africa  cost  us  dear. 
There  we  were  taught  by  a  few  Boers  be- 
yond the  Transvaal  how  safe  we  should  be, 
in  the  case  of  attack,  if  we  had  men  able 
to  use  rifles  as  they  used  them.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  heavy  guns  for  our  chief 
ports  this  is  all  we  should  require  to  enable 
us  to  take  care  of  ourselves.  As  to  how  this 
£46,000  is  to  be  made  up,  I  suppose  I  must 
wait  for  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Defence  when  the  estimates  come  on.  In 
the  meantime,  I  cannot  help  saying  that  it 
is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  that  we  should  be 
asked  to  accept  the  proposals  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  globOy  and  to  agree  to  lump  sums  of 
reduction  which  they  will  bo  free  to  apply  how- 
soever and  wheresoever  they  please ;  besides 
a  further  lump  sum  of  £72,000  which  we 
do  not  know  how  to  allocate,  or  whether  it 
applies  to  this  department  or  that  department, 
or  whether  it  is  to  be  spread  over  all  depart- 
ments. And  I  think  the  House  is  entitled  not 
only  to  a  f&ir  assurance  of  Ministers'  intentions, 
but  they  should  be  as  far  as  possible  taken  into 
the  confidence  of  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
and  it  should  bo  shown,  as  plainly  as  they  are 
capable  of  showing  it,  what  it  is  they  propose 
to  do  in  the  way  of  retrenchment.  Now,  I  feel 
that  wo  need  at  present  not  only  measures  of 
economy,  but  measures  calculated  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  colony.  I  have  admitted 
that  there  is  some  recognition  of  this  in  the 
Statement  itself,  but  it  is  only  a  partial  one,  and 
that  partial  recognition  is  in  connection  with 
the  settlement  of  the  land.  I  am  exceedingly 
glad  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  Government 
upon  their  proposal  to  do  away  with  vexatious 
restrictions  by  giving  to  intending  settlers  a 
free  choice  as  to  the  tenure  of  the  land.  If  they 
succeed  in  doing  that  with  the  assistance  of 
the  House  they  will  do  much  towards  dissipat- 
ing the  present  depression  under  which  we  are 
labouring.  But  they  will  not  go  nearly  far 
enough  in  so  doing:  this  is  only  one  part  of 
their  work.  And  now  we  come  to  a  matter 
which  has  been  altogether  neglected — I  mean 
the  promotion  and  development  of  local  indus- 
tries. These  are  just  mentioned  in  the  State- 
ment, and  no  more.  But  I  am  satisfied  of  this  : 
that  if  we  are  to  have  progress  and  prosperity  in 
this  country  we  must  not  only  have  settlement 
going  on  upon  the  land,  but  we  must  have  em- 
ployment provided  for  the  people  in  the  fac- 
tories in  the  towns.  This  was  a  matter  that 
was  most  prominently  brought  before  the  elec- 
torates during  the  recent  election  campaign ; 
and  if  there  was  one  subject  on  which  the  public 
mind  was  distinctly  expressed  it  was  this  sub- 
ject of  local  industries ;  and  I  hold  that  neither 
this  House  nor  the  Government  will  be  doing 
their  duty  if  they  leave  untouched  a  question 
of  so  much  importance  as  this.  What  the 
country  ezpeots  is,  not   that   there   shall  be 


increased  taxation  wrung  out  of  the  people^ 
but  that  there  shall  be  a  wise  revision  of  the 
tariff ;  and  that  wise  revision  needs  to  be  made. 
I  think  it  is  quite  possible  by  judiciously  altering 
the  incidence  of  our  Customs  duties — making 
them  higher  on  articles  which  can  be  produced 
within  the  colony — to  secure  a  large  extension 
of  the  industries  of  the  colony  without  increas- 
ing the  burdens  of  what  are  called  the  'V  strug- 
gling "  classes ;  for  the  increase  of  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  higher  import  duties  on  those 
articles  can  be  compensated  for  by  decreases  on 
other  articles  which  cannot  be  manufactured 
in  the  colony  but  must  be  imported.  I  may  be 
told  that  it  may,  nevertheless,  be  necessary  to 
raise  further  revenue,  because  if  we  import 
less  we  shall  get  less  revenue ;  but  any  de- 
ficit such  as  that  should  be  made  up  by  in- 
creased taxation  on  luxuries,  upon  articles  that 
are  not  required  for  the  consumption  of  the 
struggling  classes,  but  for  which  the  wealthy 
could  afford  to  pay  more.  If  the  tariff  were 
revised  in  that  way  there  need  be  placed  no 
additional  burdens  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
poor,  but  there  would  be  an  immense  impetus 
given  to  manufactures,  and  employment  would 
be  found  for  an  immense  number  of  persons 
who  are  now  seeking  it  in  vain.  I  am  per- 
suaded of  this  :  that,  patch  up,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  may  seek  to  do,  the  deficits 
from  year  to  year, — patch  up,  as  he  may,  by 
however  cleverly  constructed  Financial  State- 
ments, the  ugly  gap  between  revenue  and 
expenditure, — unless  ho  takes  measures  which 
will  secure  prosperity  to  the  country,  and  so 
naturally  bring  about  a  surplus,  he  will  find 
that  all  his  efforts  will  only  result  like  the 
labours  of  Sisyphus,  and  that  the  stone  will 
always  be  rolling  down  the  mountain,  until 
at  last  it  falls  upon  him  and  crushes  him. 
Then ,  as  to  the  loan  proposals,  I  freely  admit 
it  is  impossible  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  get  on  without  some  amount  of  borrowed 
money ;  but  is  it  not  a  curious  commentary 
on  party  government  in  this  colony  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
should  have  climbed  to  office  very  largely  on 
the  strength  of  their  having  denounced  the  sup- 
posed borrowing  proclivities  of  my  honourable 
friend  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  and  of  his 
Government,  and  that  when  they  have  got 
into  office  they  should  immediately  discover 
the  necessities  of  the  situation,  and  not  only 
propose  to  borrow,  but  to  "out-Herod  Herod " ? 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  honourable,  gentle- 
man thinks  it  complimentary  to  him  or  not, 
but  it  has  been  stated  in  this  debate,  and  in 
newspapers  supposed  to  be  his  supporters,  that 
the  Treasurer  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  lesser 
evil  —  that  he  should  bo  accepted  as  the 
head  of  the  Government  faute  de  mieux.  I 
imagine  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  him 
had  he  been  able  to  see  his  friends  taking 
up  a  wholly  different  position,  and  champion- 
ing him  as  the  leader  of  the  Government 
solely  on  his  own  merits,  and  not  on  the  sup- 
posed demerits  of  those  against  whom  he  was 
pitted.  But,  in  my  opinion,  party  govern- 
ment, not  oxdy  in  this  country  but  at  Home 
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and  elsewhere,  in  fact  wherever  parliamentary 
institutions  exist,  is  fast  proving  itself  to  be 
*<  played  out.*'  It  seems  to  me  to  have  ceased 
to  be  in  accord  with  the  conditions  of  the 
times, — to  be  fast  becoming  an  anachronism. 
Why,  even  at  Home  we  have  at  this  moment 
the  spectacle  of  a  Conservative  Ministry  kept 
in  office  by  the  support  of  a  section  of  the 
Liberal  party ;  and  over  in  Victoria  we  have  the 
spectacle  of  a  strong  Gk)vemment  being  only 
possible  under  a  Coalition.  Even  if  we  come 
back  to  New  Zealand  itself,  what  do  we  find  ? 
What  was  the  late  Government  but  a  Coalition  ? 
And  even,  in  a  sense,  the  present  Government 
may  be  so  regarded.  If,  then,  a  Coalition  be 
necessary,  is  not  that  at  once  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  neither  party  can  govern  the  country 
by  itself ;  and,  if  that  be  so,  is  not  that  a  con- 
fession that  the  system  of  party  government  is 
a  failure  ?  I  must  confess  that  I  should  very 
much  prefer  to  see  the  members  of  the  Ministry 
selected  as  those  who  are  considered,  out  of  the 
whole  House,  to  be  the  best  qualified  to  occupy 
the  position,  wholly  irrespective  of  party  lines — 
chosen  as  you  yourself,  Sir,  are  chosen,  because 
of  special  qualifications  for  the  office  which 
they  are  called  upon  to  fill ;  and  if  Ministers 
were  so  chosen  at  the  commencement  of  a  new 
Parliament,  when  members  come  up  fresh  from 
the  mind  of  the  country,  and  if  they  were 
then  to  hold  office  for  the  life  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, being,  perhaps,  removable,  either  sepa- 
rately or  collectively,  by,  say,  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  House,  we  should  get  rid  of 
all  that  intriguing  for  power  and  position 
which  takes  up  so  much  of  the  time  of  this 
House.  Then  matters  would  be  considered 
on  their  merits,  and  not  in  connection  with 
some  involved  question  of  confidence  or  of 
no  confidence  in  the  Ministry.  Then  the 
wisdom  of  this  House  would  be  brought  to 
bear  simply  on  the  issue  before  it,  and  not 
upon  any  issue  concealed  behind  the  ques- 
tion. If  that  could  be  done,  I  feel  satisfied 
that  we  should  have  infinitely  better  legislation 
than  we  have  now,  and  should  waste  very  little 
time  indeed,  for  those  who  were  actually  the 
best  men  in  the  House,  and  most  fitted  to  hold 
office,  would  be  placed  in  power.  Under  such 
a  system  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  my 
honourable  friends  now  on  those  benches  would 
continue  to  occupy  their  seats;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  the  whole  of  them  would  be  there, 
because  I  do  not  regard  them  as  the  six  best 
men  that  we  could  select  from  the  House  for 
the  position.  If  we  could  get  rid  of  this  system 
of  party,  with  its  strict  selection  from  either  one 
side  of  the  House  or  the  other,  and  all  sorts  of 
other  restrictions  brought  about  by  the  bring- 
ing-in  of  territorial  distinctions,  under  which  a 
good  man  is  thrown  out  because  he  comes  from 
a  particular  place,  and  an  indifferent  one  is  put 
in  because  he  comes  from  another  place,  it 
would  tend  greatly  to  improve  our  Legislature. 
I  think  our  system  of  party  government  has 
become  an  absurdity.  I  do  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  House  longer;  but  I  wish  to  say 
with  respect  to  this  Financial  Statement  gene- 
rally that  I  have  not  so  much  fault  to  find 
Major  Steward 


with  it  for  what  it  contains  as  for  what  it  does 
not  contain.  There  are  points  in  it  with  which 
I  do  not  agree,  but,  to  my  mind,  its  chief  fault 
is  that  it  contains  no  provision  for  a  revision  of 
the  tariff,  which  is  a  matter  of  prime  neces- 
sity ;  while  it  proposes  other  things  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  forward  in  the 
present  crisis.  Nevertheless,  so  far  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  necessary  exigencies  of 
party  as  it  exists  in  this  House,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  give  what  assistance  I  can  to  enable 
the  Government  to  carry  out  those  portions  of 
their  policy  of  which  I  have  been  able  to  inti- 
mate my  approval. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  have  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  several  speeches  which 
have  been  made  on  both  sides  of  the  House  on 
this  question,  and  I  am  still  more  pleased  with 
the  courteous  manner  in  which  the  debate  has 
been  carried  on.  I  am,  however,  one  of  those 
specially  sent  to  the  House  to  see,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  the  accounts  of  the  colony  are 
balanced.  For  years  past  that  has  not  been 
done.  We  are  met  at  once  with  this  fact :  that 
the  value  of  the  stock  of  the  colony  is  decreas- 
ing, that  our  indebtedness  and  annual  defi- 
ciency are  not  diminishing,  and  that  our  rail- 
ways and  other  institutions  are  not  working 
satisfactorily.  The  late  Colonial  Treasurer 
blames  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  for  not 
arranging  the  revenue  in  a  way  to  pay  off  the 
deficiency  of  last  year.  I  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  late  Colonial  Tresbsurer  to  the 
fact  that  when  he  went  into  office  he  found 
a  deficiency  left  over  by  his  predecessor  of 
£152,112;  and  how  did  he  treat  that?  That 
deficiency  was  caused  through  the  revenue  for 
the  previous  year  not  coming  up  to  what  was 
expected.  At  the  present  time  I  anticipate 
that,  unless  we  have  heavy  additional  taxa- 
tion, it  is  quite  impossible  to  provide  for  the 
deficiency ;  but  such  was  not  the  case  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  came  into  power.  He  stated  then 
that  the  affairs  of  the  colony  were  not  in 
a  state  of  danger,  that  the  finances  were 
sufficiently  buoyant  and  elastic  to  meet  the 
most  exacting  financier,  and  that,  withont 
increasing  the  taxation  on  the  people,  the 
people  of  the  colony  were  warranted  in  con- 
cluding that  the  natural  resources  of  New 
Zealand  would  be  developed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  The  revenue  of  the  colony,  which  was 
£3,493,000  in  1883-84,  increased  the  next  year 
to  £8,817,000.  Our  railway  receipts  increased 
by  something  like  £97,000,  and  the  receipts 
from  leases  by  £40,000.  Altogether,  even 
allowing  that  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  gave 
up  something  like  £123,000  by  way  of  conces- 
sion in  the  property-tax,  still  over  and  above 
the  revenue  of  the  previous  year  there  was  an 
amount  of  about  £300,000.  Therefore  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  the  ability  if  he  had 
had  the  wish  to  pay  off  the  deficit  left  by  the 
previous  Administration ;  but  did  he  do  it  ?  No ; 
he  floated  deficiency  bills  for  £150,000,  and  only 
charged  £2,112  against  the  consolidated  reve- 
nue. He  also  promised  that  he  would  pay  off 
these  deficiency  bills ;  but  we  find  that  in  1886» 
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when  they  became  due,  he  said,  '*  Why  should 
we  not  follow  the  example  of  other  colonies 
and  hold  them  in  saspense  ? "  I  ask  him, 
what  is  the  difierence  between  funding  our 
deficiency  bills  and  holding  them  in  suspense  ? 
And  he  did  hold  them  in  suspense  by  floating 
bills  for  another  five  years.  A  prominent 
member  of  the  late  Grovemment,  in  speaking 
at  a  township,  said,  on  an  occasion  when  I 
was  present,  that  when  that  Government 
went  into  office  they  had  to  face  the  dofl- 
oiency  left  by  the  previous  Government,  and 
that  it  was  at  a  time  when  they  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  meeting  it,  but  that  they  faced  it, 
and  came  out  with  a  balance  of  £19,000.  But 
how  did  they  face  it?  Simply,  as  I  say,  by 
floating  bills.  Then  we  come  to  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  he  told  us  distinctly 
that  the  House  does  not  understand  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Land  Act.  I  understand  this,  at 
all  events :  that  when  that  Ministry  came  into 
office  the  Land  Fund  had  a  credit  of  £80,000, 
and  that  when  they  left  office  it  had  a  debit 
of  £54,000.  I  should  also  like  to  refer  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
treated  our  debentures.  In  replying  to  the 
present  Minister  of  Education,  he  said  that 
that  Minister  had  failed  to  point  out  that  the 
bonds  of  New  South  Wales  were  always  at  a 
higher  rate  than  the  bonds  of  New  Zealand. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  Ad- 
ministration took  office — I  am  not  saying  that 
they  are  responsible  for  the  falling-ofl  in  the 
value  of  our  securities,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  when  they  took  office  our  bonds  were  as 
high  as  from  100  to  101,  and  those  of  New 
South  Wales  were  at  105  to  106 ;  while,  now, 
ours  have  gone  down  to  from  98  to  99,  while 
those  of  New  South  Wales  are  quoted  at  110 J 
to  111^.  I  refer  to  the  inscribed  stock  of  the 
two  colonics.  The  late  Colonial  Treasurer 
pointed  otit,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  it,  that 
in  1835  our  loans  realised  the  highest  value 
of  any  of  the  loans  of  the  Australasian  Colo- 
nies. I  ask  him  to  consider  the  position 
of  our  bonds  in  the  market  now.  They 
are  not  much  batter  than  the  3^  per  cent, 
loan  of  Victoria,  and  they  are  10  per  cent, 
lower  than  the  loans  of  other  colonies.  I 
shall  now  refer  to  our  railways;  and  I  may 
say,  in  connection  with  this,  that  it  was 
pointed  out  three  years  ago,  when  the  late 
Government  took  office,  that  the  results  of  our 
railways  were  not  what  they  should  be,  owing 
to  what  the  late  Treasurer  called  "the  dozing 
policy."  Therefore  I  do  not  think  it  is  unfair 
to  compare  their  last  year's  results  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  railways  with  the  results  that  were 
obtained  during  the  lost  year  of  Major  Atkin- 
son's management  of  the  railways.  In  1883-84 
the  returns  from  our  railways,  when  we  had 
something  like  1,396  miles  open,  amounted  to — 


Date. 


Miles. 


Year  1883-84 
^     1886-87 


1,896 
1,727 


Bevenue. 


£ 
961,304 
998,768 


Expen- 
diture. 


£ 
666,990 
699,072 


In  1837,  with  an  increased  mileage  of  something 
like  331  miles,  the  result  was  not  bo  satisfac- 
tory as  it  was  in  1884.  The  increase  in  the 
expenditure  was  far  in  excess  of  the  increase 
in  the  revenue.  I  have  listened  to  the  remarks 
that  fell  from  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure, 
though  I  cannot  approve  of  his  advocacy  of  the 
sale  of  the  railways.  I  consider  that  would  be 
improper,  because  I  think  it  would  place  too 
much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  company 
or  companies  that  might  obtain  the  railways, 
who  would  have  power  to  increase  the  tariff 
upon  the  goods  of  farmers  beyond  those  rates 
which  are  charged  now,  which  the  farmers 
find  a  difficulty  in  paying,  and  beyond  which 
the  farmers  could  not  pay.  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  although  it  would  not  pay  the  farmers  to 
cart  as  against  the  railway-line,  still,  if  in- 
creased rates  were  put  upon  them,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  robbing  them  of  all  their 
profit.  Therefore  I  should  not  approve  of  the 
sale  of  the  railways.  With  reference  to  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waimate  as  to  education,  I  consider 
they  were  sound.  I  believe  that  economy  can 
be  exercised  in  connection  with  our  education 
system ;  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  wit- 
nessing the  manner  in  which  the  Government 
intend  to  carry  out  economy  in  that  direction. 
The  honourable  gentleman  also  referred  to  the 
necessity  that  existed  for  a  reconstruction  of 
our  ocean-going  mail  services.  I  agree  that  we 
are  too  luxurious  in  our  demands ;  and  I  con- 
sider, in  connection  with  our  mails,  that  the 
Government^  should  so  judiciously  assist  the 
natural  producers  of  the  colony  as  to  help 
them  to  place  their  surplus  produce  upon  the 
markets  of  the  world  on  favourable  terms.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  two  services  connect- 
ing us  with  Great  Britain — one  by  America  and 
the  other  direct.  The  line  by  way  of  America 
is  a  costly  one,  and  only  connects  us  with  a 
country  which,  owing  to  its  prohibitive  tariff,  is 
almost  entirely  closed  to  our  commerce.  I 
think  that  the  Government  might  well  consider 
the  question  of  dispensing  with  that  line  at  the 
termination  of  the  present  contract,  and  devot- 
ing the  whole  of  our  attention  to  the  direct 
services  connecting  us  with  England,  with  the 
object  of  obtaining  competition  when  in  all 
probability  a  reduction  in  freights  would  occur. 
We  hear  much  clamouring  from  the  Protec- 
tionists for  protection  to  local  industries,  but 
I  think  that  the  farmers  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand some  assistance  too.  We  do  not  ask  that 
bonuses  should  be  given,  or  that  export  bonuses 
should  be  granted ;  but  I  do  say  that  it  is 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment whether  something  should  not  be  done 
in  order  to  lessen  the  cost  of  freight  from  here 
to  the  markets  of  the  world.  We  have  mar- 
kets, but  the  freightage  is  so  high,  and  the 
commissions  at  the  other  end  bring  the  charges 
up  to  so  great  an  amount,  that  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  any  adequate  return  being  received 
for  the  goods  that  we  send  Home.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Thorndon  said  there  was  a 
probability  of  the  other  colonies,  especially  of 
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one  of  oui  best  customers  for  oertain  articles, 
patting  further  taxation  upon  our  produce, 
which  would  prevent  us  exporting  to  them. 
Thati  I  am  sorry  to  say,  seems  to  be  the  case ; 
and  I  think  it  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  see  whether  we  cannot  esta- 
blish free- trade  with  the  other  colonies.  I  may 
say  that  I  came  to  this  House  unpledged  to  any 
Government ;  but,  as  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  Financial  Statement  are,  X  think,  likely 
to  reassure  the  colony,  and  likely  to  establish 
our  finance  on  a  satisfactory  basis  if  carried 
out  as  foreshadowed,  I  purpose  supporting  the 
Government  in  the  main  principles  of  their 
policy.  But,  as  to  the  question  of  borrowing,  I 
think  that,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  dis- 
aster will  come  to  the  colony  by  discontinuing 
to  borrow,  it  would  bo  wrong  to  support  that 
borrowing.  The  property-tax  I  approve  of.  I 
think  it  is  better  and  fairer  to  increase  the  tax 
all  round  from  thirteen-sixteenth s  of  a  penny 
to  a  penny  than  to  place  on  the  people  a  partial 
tax  tnat  would  have  the  efEect  of  frightening 
capital  away,  and  preventing  capital  coming 
to  the  colony.  I  think  that  the  property-tax  is 
a  fair  tax.  It  reaches  every  class  of  property 
in  the  colony,  and  the  exemption  is  sufficiently 
high  to  remove  any  cause  of  complaints  from 
those  who  have  but  a  little  property.  I  know 
that  persons  in  the  towns  think  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  a  land-  and  income-tax  ;  but 
that  v.-ould  not  suit  the  people  in  the  country 
districts.  The  property-tax  reaches  every  form 
of  property  in  New  Zealand  except  the  absen- 
tees. As  to  income,  if  a  man  has  a  large  income 
and  saves  his  money,  he  is  taxed  upon  it ;  and, 
if  he  does  not  save,  then  he  pays  through  the 
Customs  revenue,  and  contiibutes  more  to  the 
revenue  than  he  would  if  he  saved  his  money. 
I  hear  an  honourable  gentleman  say  "  No," 
but  I  am  certain  that  that  is  a  fact  which  can- 
not be  fairly  disputed.  1  think,  therefore,  that 
the  property- tax  is  a  preferable  tax  to  such  a 
class  tax  as  a  land-  and  income-tax.  For  that 
reason  I  support  the  property-tax.  I  hold  my- 
self perfectly  independent  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment in  measures  which  I  think  correct. 
I  have  come  here  to  support  principles  and 
measures,  not  men. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  am  exceedingly  sorry.  Sir, 
not  to  be  able  to  agree  with  the  Government's 
financial  proposals,  because  it  is  an  old  friend 
in  a  very  flimsy  disguise.  Any  one  turning  to 
the  records  of  the  House  or  of  Hansard  can 
find  a  facsimile  of  this  very  Statement  under 
similar  circumstances ;  and  what  has  astounded 
me  more  than  anything  I  have  heard  on  pre- 
vious occasions  has  been  to  hear  supporters  of 
the  Government  deliberately  state  that  this  is 
the  second  time  in  the  history  of  the  colony 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  been  called 
upon  to  save  this  colony  from  total  destruction. 
Now,  1  say  this  without  fear  of  contradiction : 
that,  unless  this  Statement  is  very  much 
amended  by  this  House,  and  if  it  remains  the 
policy  upon  which  those  gentlemen  are  going 
to  exist  for  the  next  two  or  three  years,  I  will 
stake  my  political  reputation  that  at  the  end  of 
that  period  there  will  be  a  deficit,  as  there  was 
Mr.  T,  Mackenzie 


on  an  occcksion  some  time  ago,  when  the  same 
gentleman  had  charge  of  affairs,  of  between 
£200,000  or  £800,000,  more  or  less,  but  it  is 
very  likely  to  be  a  great  deal  more.  It  appeals 
to  me  impossible  for  the  Grovemment  to  canj 
on  the  affairs  of  this  country  upon  this  basis 
without  resorting  to  other  means  of  taxation 
than  those  which  they  propose  by  this  docu- 
ment. The  most  important  matter  has  been 
omitted  from  this  Statement.  I  think  the 
great  bulk  of  the  members  of  this  House  have 
said  upon  the  hustings  that  they  were  in  favour 
of  a  revision  of  thu  tariff  in  the  direction  of 
giving  work  to  the  people. '  Now,  there  is  no 
mention  in  this  Statement  of  that  question, 
excepting  of  a  very  vague  character,  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  x>ossible  the  Government,  after 
the  recess,  may  next  session  revise  the  tariff 
in  some  direction  or  another.  I  am  astonished 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  after  his  public 
statements  at  Hawera  and  other  places, 
pledging  himself  distinctly  to  deal  with  the 
matter  on  the  first  opportunity,  should  evade, 
or  try  to  evade,  an  important  duty  of  this 
kind;  and  I  trust  that,  notwithstanding  his 
surroundings,  the  honourable  gentleman  will, 
before  the  end  of  the  session,  indicate  in  what 
direction  he  intends  to  deal  with  this  important 
matter  of  the  tariff.  Now,  we  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  reductions  that  aro  to  be 
made.  The  Defence  Department  is  to  be  very 
greatly  reduced ;  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Government  if  they  think  they  are  going  to 
reduce  the  defence  expenditure  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major-General  Schaw  to  go  round 
and  report  upon  the  defences  of  the  colony  at  a 
large  cost.  To  my  mind,  that  was  entirely  un- 
necessary, seeing  the  talent  we  have,  not  only 
in  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  but  in  other 
gentlemen  in  the  colony.  I  say  this  is  simply 
a  waste  of  money,  and,  if  this  is  the  kind  of 
reductions  that  are  going  to  be  brought  about, 
I  can  clearly  see  what  the  deficit  will  bo  at  the 
end  of  a  couple  of  years  if  those  honourable 
gentlemen  occupy  the  benches.  There  is  an- 
other matter  regarding  which  I  totally  disagree 
with  the  Financial  Statement.  The  incidence 
upon  which  taxation  is  based  is,  to  my  mind, 
radically  wrong ;  it  is  simply  the  old  principle 
readopted  again  of  placing  the  burdens  upon 
those  who  cannot  afford  to  bear  them.  What 
are  the  property-tax  proposals  ?  Why,  to  have 
a  uniform  rate.  It  is  a  recognised  fact  that 
you  cannot  have  a  fair  system  of  taxation 
unless  you  graduate  the  taxation,  and  make 
each  man  pay  in  proportion  to  his  means. 
Then,  we  are  told  there  is  great  depression  in 
the  country :  but  it  is  only  amongst  the  masses 
of  the  people.  Why,  what  do  the  property- tax 
returns  prove?  They  prove  that  gentlemen 
owning  from  £200,000  to  £800,000  have  largely 
increased  in  number  within  the  last  three 
years. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— There  were  the  statements 
to  prove  it.  The  property-tax  returns  proved 
that  the  owners  of  property  owning  from 
£200,000  and  upwards  had  considerably  in- 
creased in  number. 
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An  Hon.  Member. — ^Where  are  they  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  if  you  will  kindly  send 
down  and  get  me  the  return  I  will  show  you. 
That  clearly  proves  to  me  that  some  honour- 
able members  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  look 
at  these  documents.  I  assert,  and  I  can 
prove  ^,  that  owners  of  property  from  £200,000 
have  increased  in  numbers,  and  then  you  can 
go  down  the  scale  till  you  get  to  £5,000  or 
£3,000 ;  but  it  is  when  3'ou  get  to  the  lower 
grades  that  you  will  find  the  number  gradually 
diminishing,  and  that  they  are  losing  what  they 
have  got.  That,  to  my  mind,  clearly  proves 
that  the  gentlemen  holding  the  larger  amounts 
of  property  are  growing  in  number,  and  that 
they  do  not  pay  what  they  ought  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.  I  am  very  sorry  the 
honoorable  member  for  Dunodin  East  doubts 
the  statement  which  I  have  made  from  these 
returns.  Of  course,  he  being  a  new  member,  I 
must  make  a  little  allowemce  for  him ;  but  if  it 
had  boon  from  any  other  source  I  certainly 
should  hsiwe  complained — at  least  I  should  have 
drawn  your  attention.  Sir,  a  little  more  seri- 
ously to  it.  Another  matter  which  I  do  not 
concor  with  is  this :  We  had  a  statement 
made  the  other  night  by  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Ministry  that  since  he  got 
a  peep  behind  the  scenes  he  was  astonished 
at  what  was  going  on,  and  that  if  he  had 
not  been  sent  for  he  did  not  know  where 
the  country  would  have  drifted  to.  Now,  I  do 
not  think  statements  like  that  should  come 
from  any  one  holding  a  responsible  position, 
for  I  do  not  think  the  late  Government  have 
done  anything  they  ought  to  be  ashamed  of ; 
but,  if  they  have,  I  am  sorry  for  them.  I  trust 
we  shall  have  no  more  statements  of  that  kind, 
and  that  the  bandying  of  Words,  especially 
between  Ministers  and  ex-Ministers,  will  be 
avoided.  Then,  we  have  had  a  great  many 
statements  made  by  honourable  members  com- 
paring this  colony  with  Victoria  and  America. 
Now,  Sir,  I  feel  satisfied  that  any  honourable 
gentleman  taking  a  practical  common-sense 
view  of  these  matters  will  see  that,  owing  to 
geographical  configuration  and  other  circum- 
stanc&s,  there  is  no  earthly  comparison  between 
this  country  and  Victoria  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  railways,  or  even  as  to  the  conducting 
of  government.  In  Victoria  you  have  a  largo 
population  in  a  very  limited  area.  You  have 
lai^e  inland  mining  centres,  and  also  large 
inland  m.anufacturing  centres ;  and  if  railways 
will  not  pay  under  circumstances  of  that  kind 
they  will  not  pay  at  all.  What  we  want  in  this 
colony  is  to  have  our  railways  peopled.  I  feel 
satisfied,  and  I  have  said  so  before,  that  we 
are  over-railroaded,  that  we  want  to  make  the 
railways  pay,  and  that  the  way  to  do  so  is  to 
settle  people  upon  the  land  through  which 
they  run.  We  should  not  blame  the  manage- 
ment for  little  faults  which  they  cannot  help. 
The  management  cannot  make  a  line  pay 
unless  the  trade  is  there — it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  manufacture  a  traffic ;  and  I  trust  that, 
in  dealing  with  this  railway  question,  we  shall 
not  have  places  like  Victoria  and  America 
quoted  as  illustrations  of  what  we  ought  to 
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do.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  disagree  with  the 
Government  further  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  They  propose,  as  I  understand,  im- 
porting two  or  three  experts  from  America  to 
carry  on  the  railways  of  this  colony.  Now,  I 
believe  that  is  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction, 
and  that,  at  any  rate,  if  we  want  a  Board  of 
Management,  we  ought  to  have  young  men 
trained  in  the  colony  to  take  up  those  positions 
which  the  Government  may  require  for  carry- 
ing on  the  service  of  the  country.  Then,  there 
is  another  question  with  reference  to  the  Bail- 
way  Boards  of  Management  proposed  by  the 
Government.  I  shall  want  to  know  something 
about  their  constitution,  how  they  are  going 
to  be  formed,  and  what  duties  they  will  have  to 
discharge ;  because,  while  I  agree  with  some  of 
the  proposals  made  by  the  Government,  so  far 
as  they  have  explained  them — that  is,  not  to 
touch  the  wages  of  working-men  or  the  under- 
paid servants  of  the  colony — I  understand  that 
this  Board  is  going  to  be  a  buffer  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people ;  and  it  will  be  used, 
in  my  opinion,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
wages  of  those  men  whose  wages  Ministers  say 
they  do  not  intend  to  reduce.  Now,  respecting 
retrenchment,  there  are  some  matters  that  are 
not  touched  upon  at  all,  and  one  is  the  enor- 
mous sums  spent  in  the  Law  Department.  I 
intend  to  ask  a  question  to-morrow  bearing 
upon  a  return  which  has  been  placed  before  us. 
and  from  which  it  seems  to  me  that  large  sums 
are  received  by  individuals  for  duties  which,  no 
doubt,  may  be  very  onerous,  but  which,  con- 
sidering the  time  required  for  the  service,  seem 
to  be  extravagantly  paid  for.  If  we  are  going 
to  have  retrenchment  I  think  we  should  have  it 
in  that  direction.  If  that  is  a  sample  of  what 
goes  on  throughout  the  colony,  then  there  must 
be  an  opening  there  to  save  a  largo  sum  of 
money  to  the  country.  And  there  id  another 
question  in  this  Statement — that  is,  what  the 
Government  have  called  the  simplifying  of  the 
land -laws.  Now,  to  my  mind,  the  present 
land -laws  are  simple  enough.  A  man  can 
have  land  under  any  tenure  he  thinks  proper : 
he  can  buy  it  for  cash;  he  can  have  it  on 
deferred  payment  or  perpetual  lease.  What 
I  iinderstand  to  be  their  proposal  is  to  sell  the 
whole  of  the  land  for  cash — to  realise  that 
valuable  asset  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  spend 
the  proceeds.  And  the  loan  proposals  are  to  be 
very  much  modified.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  correct  or  not,  but  I  understand  that  a 
great  many  honourable  members  are  prepared 
to  allow  the  railway  works  to  stand  over  for  two 
or  three  years  until  our  finance  is  put  into 
something  like  equilibrium.  If  that  is  so,  the 
Government  may  possibly  save  in  that  direo- 
tiorit  With  reference  to  seaborne  mails,  I  find 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  very  large  saving 
there :  I  think,  in  the  aggregate,  it  amounts  to 
£84,000  or  £86,000.  Now,  I  think  that,  without 
doing  great  injury  to  any  part  of  the  colony, 
a  large  amount  of  that  might  be  saved ;  and  I 
trust  that  this  will  be  the  direction  in  which 
the  reductions  will  be  attempted  to  be  made, 
because  these  are  reductions  which  will  not 
injure  the  community.     It  might  mean  the 
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delaying  of  a  letter  for  two  or  three  da3r8,  but 
that  is  not  a  matter  of  importance ;  but,  if  you 
reduce  the  wages  of  those  who  have  barely 
sufficient  to  keep  them,  it  will  tend  to  pau- 
perise the  colony.  What  is  the  result,  in  this 
city,  with  regard  to  low  salaries  ?  I  am  told 
that  you  cannot  get  a  decent  house  under  £60 
or  £65  a  year.  If  that  amount  is  taken  from 
one  who  is  receiving  £200  a  year,  what  has  he 
got  left  to  keep  his  wife  and,  possibly,  five  or 
six  children  upon?  I  hope  the  Government 
will  consider  these  oases  when  they  are  making 
reductions.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
why  people  congregate  in  the  towns  and  do  not 
go  into  the  country.  I  can  give  one  good  and 
substantial  reason  why  they  do  not.  They  may 
be  told,  in  plain  English,  that  the  employer 
admits  that  they  are  very  serviceable,  but 
when  the  question  is  put  to  them,  "  Have  you 
got  a  wife  and  child?"  if  the  man  ajiswers 
in  the  affirmative,  he  is  told,  "  We  do  not  want 
you  ;  we  have  got  no  room."  Is  that  the  way 
to  encourage  settlement  in  the  country  ?  These 
large  proprietors  should  find  decent  accommo- 
dation for  those  whom  they  employ.  As  far 
as  the  place  I  come  from  is  concerned,  I  say 
this :  that,  until  the  financial  institutions  are 
prepared  to  face  their  losses,  and  put  a  fair 
statement  before  the  shareholders  showing 
the  present  actual  value  of  the  land,  and 
what  it  is  mortgaged  for,  and  until  they 
realise  that  fa^t,  this  country  never  can  be 
opened  up  by  settlement.  I  know  thousands 
of  acres  upon  which  £9  an  acre  has  been  lent 
in  the  past,  and  the  mortgagees  cannot  realise 
at  the  present  day  more  than  £4  an  acre. 
They  will  not  take  that.  They  say,  *•  Give  us 
the  amount  of  the  mortgage,  and  you  can  have 
any  number  of  years  in  which  to  pay  for  the 
land  so  long  as  you  pay  the  interest."  But 
the  interest  cripples  the  mortgagers,  and  ic  is 
impossible  the  country  can  be  settled  under 
circumstajices  of  that  kind.  I  trust  the  Go- 
vernment, in  dealing  with  this  matter,  will 
endeavour,  by  some  legitimate  means,  to  have 
these  lands  opened  up  and  profitably  occupied. 
As  to  dealing  with  Native  land,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  proposal  of  the  Government  is 
of  rather  an  invidious  character.  It  compels 
one  portion  of  the  Maori  race  to  pay  rates 
and  taxes,  and  to  exorcise  all  other  privileges ; 
yet  in  other  parts  of  the  country  they  shut 
them  of!  from  paying  rates,  and  create  what  I 
consider  a  class  distinction  amongst  the  Na- 
tive race.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  as  to  the  funded  debt  or  stock  busi- 
ness, which  has  already  been  fully  referred  to. 
All  I  know  is  that  the  newspapers  report  that 
there  has  been  a  considerable  fall  in  the  value 
of  New  Zealand  securities  since  the  ^reient 
Gk)vemment  took  possession  of  the  Ministerial 
benches.  Now,  i  hope  for  the  future  we  shall 
not  hear  any  of  that  kind  of  thing  bandied 
from  one  part  of  the  House  to  the  other,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  it  matters  much  to  those 
at  Home  who  sits  on  those  benches,  so  long  as 
they  get  satisfactory  security  for  their  money. 
The  Minister  of  Education  smiles.  Does  he 
believe  that,  because  he  is  sitting  on  those 
Mr.  Taylor 


benches,  that  will  improve  the  price  of  stock 
on  the  London  money-market  ?  I  think  not ; 
and  I  trust  that  in  the  future  this  kind  of 
argument  will  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  I 
now  simply  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  trust  that 
before  we  part  we  shall  have  a  distinct  state- 
ment from  the  Government  as  to  the  actual 
policy  it  is  intended  to  cany  through.  I  say 
this  Statement  is  simply  a  feeler,  because  we 
have  had  indications  already  from  the  candid- 
friend  point  of  view  how  these  proposals  aie 
going  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  evident  to  any 
one  carefully  noticing  the  demeanour  of  those 
candid  friends  what  they  are  likely  to  do  when 
this  Statement  is  brought  down  in  a  difierent 
form  from  that  now  before  us.  They  will  vote 
for  it  when  it  suits  their  views.  We  have  had 
distinct  intimation  from  two  or  three  that 
these  proposals  must  be  modified;  and  the 
sooner  they  are  in  the  shape  which  the  (Govern- 
ment intend  to  stand  or  fall  by,  the  better. 
We  shall  then  know  how  to  deal  with  them, 
get  through  the  business,  and  leave  for  our 
homes. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— With  regard  to  the  i«e- 
sent  Ministry  and  the  late  Ministry,  it  seems  to 
me,  from  what  has  been  said  to-night,  that  it  is 
a  case  of  the  pot  calling  the  kettle  black.  Of 
course  we  all  know  the  meaning  of  that.  The 
main  point  is  to  have  a  good  Government  on 
those  benches,  and  now  is  our  time  to  get  that, 
and  not  only  a  good  Government  for  the  white 
people  but  a  good  Government  for  the  Maoris. 
If  the  Europeans  cannot  appoint  a  good  Go- 
vernment, then  I  must  ask  that  the  Maori  people 
should  be  allowed  to  do  it.  With  regard  to  re- 
trenchment, several  months  ago  I  stated  in 
Auckland  that,  if  the  country  wants  retrench- 
ment, they  should  have  a  Iklaori  Government 
in.  We  could  have  a  Maori  Governor  for  £2,000 
a  year,  a  Maori  Premier  for  £800,  and  six  Maori 
members  of  the  Government  for  £400  a  year 
each.  That  would  be  altogether  £5,200.  Now, 
the  Premier's  Statement  allows  £10,800.  If  a 
Maori  Government  can  save  the  country  £5,000. 
then  you  ought  to  have  a  Maori  Government ; 
and,  if  you  do  not  like  this,  then  you  do  not 
want  retrenchment  at  all.  I  say  let  the  Maoris 
have  a  Government  of  their  own.  Let  them 
administer  their  own  affairs.  You  have  been 
trying  to  govern  both  races  since  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi,  with  the  result  that  you  are  now 
£105,000,000  in  debt ;  and  now  you  are  crying 
out  for  retrenchment.  I  say,  let  us  have 
the  management  of  our  own  affairs  for  the 
future.  I  think  we  Maoris  can  manage  our 
own  roads,  bridges,  and  everything  else. 
Now,  with  regard  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  the 
majority  of  this  House  is  all  against  him. 
I  have  often  told  the  people  I  have  addressed 
that  they  are  foolish  to  find  fault  with  Sir 
Julius  Vogel.  I  think  they  ought  rather  to 
praise  him,  because  it  is  his  immigration  and 
public -works  policy  which  has  made  New 
Zealand  what  it  is  now.  He  may  have  made 
mistakes,  like  other  Ministers ;  but,  as  I  have 
said,  to  condemn  him  for  that  is  merely  the 
kettle  calling  the  pot  black.  But  for  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  and  Sir  Donald  McLean  the  country 
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ifonld  not  have  been  what  it  is  now.  As  to 
fazther  borrowing,  I  say,  borrow  more  money, 
ao  as  to  let  the  pablio  works  go  on.  I  tell  the 
Natives  that  without  railways  there  is  no  in- 
crease of  population,  and  without  populacion 
ttiere  is  no  revenue.  I  have  heard  some  honour- 
able members  say  in  this  House  we  have  too 
many  railways ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  that. 
When  I  was  in  England  I  saw  they  had  rail- 
ways on  the  tops  of  the  houses  and  under  the 
ground — railways  almost  everywhere :  they  did 
not  think  they  could  have  too  many.  Let  us 
carry  out  our  railways  and  other  public  works 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  get  a  good  Grovem- 
ment  on  those  benches,  and  then  the  country 
will  go  ahead  just  like  other  countries  in  the 
world.  As  to  education,  I  have  already  said 
that  the  money  being  spent  on  Maori  education 
might  just  as  well  be  thrown  into  the  sea. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  for  the  money,  no 
results  in  the  way  of  education,  not  a  single 
educated  Native  child  from  the  schools,  though 
the  Act  has  been  in  operation  for  twenty  years. 
The  money  is  quite  wasted.  I  have  a  Bill  with 
reference  to  that  subject  which  is  now  before 
the  House,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  passed.  I 
think  the  two  races  should  work  together  hand 
in  hand,  and  then  we  should  soon  solve  the 
difficulty  under  which  we  are  at  present  labour- 
ing. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  10th  November,  1887. 


Vfi  Take  Ngatata. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

WI  TAKO  NGATATA. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  honour- 
able members  will  no  doubt  have  become  aware 
that  one  of  our  fellow-members  has  died  within 
the  last  few  hours — he  died  on  Tuesday  night. 
They  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  man  who 
has  passed  away  from  us  was  a  chief  of  New  Zea- 
land of  a  very  distinguished  character,  and  that 
he  has  for  many  years  been  a  very  firm  friend 
of  the  Europeans,  and  has  also  been  a  good 
subject  of  Her  Majesty.  For  seventeen  years 
he  has  sat  in  this  Council,  and  I  am  sure  that 
his  presence  among  us  has  been  appreciated 
by  every  member.  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  least  we  can  do  is  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  Council  out  of  respect  to 
his  memory.  I  therefore  move,  That  this  Coun- 
cil do  now  adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  wish  to  say  that 
I  find  it  impossible  to  avoid  taking  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words 
with  reference  to  the  distinguished  chief  who 
has  passed  away.    Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me 


to  consider  the  disappearance  of  a  man  like 
Wi  Tako  Ngatata  from  our  midst  without 
giving  expression  to  the  boundless  feeling  of 
admiration  I  entertain  for  men  of  his  type. 
I  say,  Sir,  that  if  we  have  not  sufficient  great- 
ness of  soul  to  set  the  proper  value  on  the 
services  rendered  to  this  colony  by  men  like 
VVi  Tako  Ngatata  we  have  not  been  worthy  of 
the  services  which  they  have  rendered, — ^we  are 
not  worthy  of  the  security  which  we  enjoy,  and 
owe  so  largely  to  their  services.  There  was 
a  time  when  Wi  Tako  held  the  balance  of 
power  between  the  Maori  King  Potatau  and 
the  English  Queen  ;  a  time  during  the  war 
when  he  had  two  thousand  armed  men  under 
his  control,  and  had  he  thrown  his  tomahawk 
to  the  right  or  left,  and  lent  his  influence  to 
the  Maori  King,  I  do  not  know  what  would 
have  become  of  this  settlement.  I  say  we  have 
lost  in  him  one  of  the  greatest  Natives  this 
country,  rich  in  great  men,  has  ever  borne. 
What  sacrifices  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
make  for  the  benefit  of  th^  Europeans!  He 
imperilled  by  his  loyalty  to  us  the  whole  of  his 
influence  with  the  Native  race.  Every  one 
must  know  how  the  spirit  of  nationality  with 
a  volcanic  throb  moved  the  Maori  people  at 
that  time.  Who  is  there  that  can  fail  to  see 
the  greatness  of  soul  which  actuated  Wiremu 
Tamihana  when  he  conceived  the  idea  of  a 
Maori  nationality,  and  who,  realising  this,  can 
fail  to  admit  the  nicety  of  the  balance  of  power 
between  the  races  that  existed  at  that  time? 
It  was  then  Wi  Tako,  failing  to  be  carried  away 
by  the  pa.8sing  impulse  of  the  moment,  hold- 
ing the  scales  between  the  two  races,  gave 
us  the  full  advantage  of  his  sympathy  and, 
ultimately,  of  his  support.  I  have  heard  the 
late  Dr.  Featherston  say  of  him,  "  Wi  Tako 
is  the  cleverest  man,  black  or  white,  in 
the  country.'*  That  was  his  estimate  of  the 
man's  skill,  and  his  appreciation  of  Wi  Tako's 
power  of  controlling  the  wild  races  he  held  in 
the  leash.  I  know  that  forty  years  ago,  at  a 
time  when  Native  troubles  were  balanced  with 
the  greatest  nicety  in  the  Hutt,  Wi  Tako  was 
always  found  protecting  the  right  of  the  Euro- 
pean. His  word  was  as  trusty  as  ever  his  toma- 
hawk had  been,  and,  as  was  well  said  of  him,  he 
had  no  two  tongues — ^what  he  promished  he  per- 
formed. I  have  seen  many  aspects  of  the  late 
war :  I  have  seen  the  Arawa,  the  Waikato,  the 
Ngatiawa,  theiNgatimaniapoto,  the  Ngatiporou, 
the  Ngatipukeko,  the  Ngatiruanui,  and  all  the 
warlike  tribes  engaged  either  on  one  side  or 
the  other ;  and  I  remember  to-day  with  glowing 
admiration  the  chivalry,  valour,  and  magnani- 
mity of  this  great  race  of  people,  who  are  dying 
out  from  our  midst,  leaving  but  the  memory  of 
their  achievements  behind  tiiem. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eighteen  minutea 
to  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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h6use  of  eepresentatives. 

Thursday,  20th  November,  1S87. 


Third  Beadings— H.  W.  Farnall— A.  McC.  Hftmilton 
—  Education  —  Crown  Prosecutors  —  Preserved 
Potatoes  and  Starch— School  of  Mines— Govern- 
ment House— Feti  Taihuka  and  Others— Children 
under  Six  attending  School— Kurow  Bun— San 
Francisco  Mail  Service— Martin's  Bay  and  Okarito 
Land— Mines  Bill— Bailway  Employes*  Holiday- 
Absentees— Ohinemuri  Leases— Crown  and  Na- 
tive Lands  Bating  and  Subsidies— Settlements— 
Mangamahoe  Polling-place— Wellington  Patent 
Slip— North  Island  Trunk  Bailway— Expenditure 
on  Work  for  Unemployed— Advertising— Onehu- 
nga  Cemetery  Beserve  BUI— Education  Beserves 
Settlement  Bill— Contagious  Diseases  Act  Bepeal 
Bill— Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill— Election  of  Go- 
vernor Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Akaroa  Borough  •Council  Reserves  Vesting 
and  Reclamation  Bill,  Gisborne  High  School 
Bill,  Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill. 

H.  W.  FARNALL. 

The  Public  Petitions  Committee  reported 
that  they  had  no  recommendation  to  make  in 
the  case  of  H.  W.  Famall,  who  prayed  for  a 
refund  of  the  £10  electoral  deposit  forfeited  by 
him. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved,  That  the  report  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  that,  as  the  Committee  had 
no  recommendation  to  make,  he  must  ask  the 
House  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  con- 
sidered the  clause  which  had  crept  into  the 
Electoral  Act  compelling  all  candidates  to  put 
down  a  certain  sum  of  money  before  they  could 
be  nominated  was  an  attack  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  the  country.  It  was  put  in  for  the 
convenience  of  certain  members  of  the  House 
who  were  afraid  that  they  might  meet  with  a 
little  opposition ;  but  at  the  bottom  it  was  an 
attack  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  men- 
tioned when  the  clause  was  under  considera- 
tion the  case  of  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen 
America  had  produced, — Samuel  Adams,  a  man 
who  was  now  ranked  as  one  of  the  fathers  of  the 
country, — and  pointed  out  that  Samuel  Adams, 
when  he  was  returned  to  Congress,  was  abso- 
lutely penniless.  Had  this  law  been  in  force  in 
America  the  man  who  afterwards  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  men  and  one  of  Uie  founders 
of  the  United  States  must  have  gone  round, 
hat  in  hand,  to  beg  a  subscription  from  parties 
who  were  better  off  than  himself,  but  were 
infinitely  below  him  in  ability  and  patriotism. 
He  asked  the  House  to  consider  not  so  much 
the  case  now  before  it,  because  the  petitioner 
might  or  might  not  be  able  to  aSotd  the 
loss.  The  petitioner  had  deposited  the  £10 
when  nominated,  had  withdrawn  some  time 
before  the  polling,  had  put  the  country  to  no 
additional  expense,  and  now  asked  for  a  return 
of  the  money.    That  was  the  position  of  the 


personal  question ;  but  he  would  ask  the  House 
to  go  outside  it,  for  this  was  a  great  pablio 
question.  He  considered  the  clause  a  disgrace 
to  the  Statute  Book,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
erased  from  it  the  better.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  anything  he  could  do  at  the  present 
time  would  get  it  erased,  but  he  could  impress 
upon  honourable  members'  minds  what  the  real 
position  was.  If  they  enforced  this  penalty 
they  would  perhaps  impose  suffering  unde- 
servedly upon  some.  It  might  be  that  a  can- 
didate had  been  urged  to  come  forward  who 
did  not  himself  care  about  coming  forward. 
In  this  case  of  Mr.  Farnall  ho  believed  that 
that  was  so—that  Mr.  Farnall  was  urged  by  a 
great  number  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  come  for- 
«7ard,  and  he  did  so,  and  then,  finding  there 
was  no  prospect  of  winning,  and  that  he  would 
merely  aid  in  keeping  out  one  whom  he  desired 
to  see  in,  and  not  wishing  to  split  votes,  he 
withdrew,  and  did  not  go  to  the  poll.  Had 
Mr.  Famall  gone  to  the  poll  he  would  have 
registered  sufficient  votes  to  have  saved  his  £10. 
He  would  move  an  amendment,  though  he  had 
not  much  hope  of  its  being  carried ;  but  the 
petition  had  been  presented  by  him,  and  he  felt 
that  he  had  a  public  duty  to  perform.  The 
action  of  the  Committee  was  obviously  only 
formal,  and  so  far  right.  He  could  not  see, 
indeed,  that  the  Committee  could  have  re- 
ported otherwise.  But  ho  would  move,  That 
the  petition  be  taken  into  consideration  this 
day  week. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  second  the  amend- 
ment as  a  matter  of  form,  but  he  hoped  the 
honourable  member  would  withdraw  it.  The 
matter  was  put  as  plainly  as  it  possibly  could 
be.  If  a  candidate  was  nominated  and  a  poll 
was  demanded  he  must  make  the  deposit  of 
£10 ;  but  he  might  come  up  to  the  nomination, 
make  a  speech  at  the  nomination,  and  then 
withdraw  from  the  contest.  It  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  TumbuU)  that  it  was  a  reasonable  thing 
for  the  Government  of  the  country  to  expect 
that  a  man  should  show  some  bo7ui  fides.  In 
the  case  of  country  elections  extending  over 
great  distances  there  would  bo  probably  eight 
or  ten  polling-places,  perhaps  twenty.  The 
country  might  be  put  to  a  great  deaJ  of  expense 
indeed  simply  for  the  sake  of  an  election.  If 
any  man  had  any  particular  grievance  or  sub- 
ject to  bring  before  the  public,  and  he  was 
given  up  to  the  nomination-day  to  bring  that 
grievance  forward,  it  was  a  very  fair  allowance. 
The  matter  was  very  carefully  considered  by 
the  House,  and  it  would  bring  the  House  now 
into  contempt  if  it  agreed  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
on  the  very  first  occasion  that  the  law  was 
put  into  operation.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
member  for  Pamell  would  withdraw  his  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  WHYTE  said  that,  from  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  had  stated,  it 
appeared  that  this  petition  had  been  directed 
to  the  wrong  quarter.  It  appeared  that  Mr. 
Famall  retired  from  the  contest  in  order  to 
secure  the  election  of  the  honourable  membec 
fox  Auckland  North.    Therefore  he  thought  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.]         A,  McC.  Hamilton.         [HOUSE.] 


A»  McC.  Hamilton. 


293 


petition  ought  to  be  sent  to  thab  gentleman, 
who,  with  his  usual  liberality,  would  no  doubt 
settle  it,  if,  indeed,  it  had  not  already  been 
settled  by  his  Committee. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  thought  that  the  Petitions 
Committee  could  hardly  have  come  to  any 
other  report  than  they  did,  seeing  that  the 
returning  of  this  £10  was  not  provided  for  in 
the  Act,  and  the  Returning  Officer  had  simply 
complied  with  the  Act  in  retaining  it.  Ho 
himself  should  very  much  like  to  see  this  pro- 
vision struck  out  of  the  Statute  Book. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  report  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A.  McC.  HAMILTON. 

The  Public  Petitions  Committee  reported 
reconomending  that  the  petitioner,  A.  McC. 
Hamilton,  be  allowed  a  further  sum  of  £50 
for  injuries  sustained  while  acting  as  porter 
on  the  Southland  Railway. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved  that,  The  report  do  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Government 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  did  not  know  what  the 
proper  step  would  be — whether  to  move  that 
the  report  he  referred  back  to  the  Committee, 
or  that  it  be  not  agreed  to.  In  the  year  1885 
this  case  had  been  fully  debated  in  the  House. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  that  occa- 
sion was,  that  the  petitioner  had  no  further 
claim  on  the  Government.  The  petitioner  had 
been  paid  for  the  time  he  was  ill,  and  had 
received  reduced  payment  for  a  longer  period, 
besides  getting  £50.  He  received  this  sum 
in  full  of  all  demands,  and  had  given  a  receipt 
for  it.  Besides  this,  the  Government  offered 
him  a  situation  at  82s.  a  week,  which  he 
declined.  He  believed  that  the  petitioner  was 
in  very  good  circumstances.  If  sufter  a  lapse  of 
eight  years  Uiey  were  now  going  to  review  a 
decision  that  had  been  fully  debated  before, 
the  effect  would  be  to  open  the  door  very 
widely  to  petitions  of  this  kind,  because  very 
probably  every  person  who  had  been  injured, 
whether  he  had  given  a  receipt  in  full  or  not, 
would  come  to  the  House  and  make  a  still 
further  claim ;  and  this  would  be  taken  as  a 
precedent.  It  was  not  a  question  of  £50,  but 
whether  a  precedent  was  to  be  established. 
Great  evils  would  result  from  this  if  further 
sums  were  voted  after  the  lapse  of  so  many 
years,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
might  have  escaped  the  memory  of  honourable 
members.  He  therefore  begged  to  move.  That 
the  report  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  for 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  PISH  would  like  to  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee, in  considering  the  petition  that  morn- 
ing, gave  due  and  attentive  consideration  to  all 
the  points  that  were  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru.  They  recognised  fully  the 
weight  of  those  ideas.  At  the  same  time  they 
came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  as  an 
act  of  mercy  this  additional  £50  should  be 
given  to  this  man.  The  facts  of  the  case  as 
narrated  to  the  Committee  that  morning,  and 


which  he  believed  were  indisputable,  were 
these :  This  man  was  working  as  porter  on  tho 
Southland  Railway.  By  some  means  he  met 
with  an  accident  while  a  train  was  being 
shunted.  The  suggestion  was  that  the  acci- 
dent happened  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  but 
was  attributable  largely  to  the  negligence  of 
the  driver  of  the  train.  The  result  of  this  acci> 
dent  was  that  the  petitioner  lost  his  leg.  He 
W8ks  for  two  years  in  the  hospital,  and  was 
advised  by  the  railway  authorities  in  South- 
land, instead  of  going  to  law,  rather  to  trust 
his  case  to  the  sympathy  and  justice  of 
the  Government.  He  received  while  in  the 
hospital  half -pay, — and  little  enough  it  was 
under  the  circumstances, — and  after  he  came 
out,  or  before,  he  presented  a  petition  to  the 
House.  The  case  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  the  Committee,  in  their  wisdom, 
very  unjustly  and  very  unfairly,  he  (Mr.  Fish) 
thought,  recommended  the  miserable  sum  of  £50 
as  full  compensation  for  this  unfortunate  man 
losing  his  leg.  The  man  was  in  very  distressed 
circumstances  when  this  was  offered  to  him, 
and  ho  signed  a  receipt  in  full.  He  alleged 
now  that  he  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  he 
was  signing  in  full  of  all  demands,  but  it  was 
quite  possible  he  might  have  known.  Still,  he 
might  have  taken  the  money  because  of  the 
dire  necessity  he  was  in.  He  (Mr.  Fish)  con- 
tended as  a  matter  of  justice,  even  although 
this  man  might  have  leceived  the  money  and 
given  a  receipt  which  put  him  out  of  Court, 
still  that  should  not  prevent  the  highest  Court 
of  justice  in  the  land  from  giving  further  redress 
if  it  seemed  to  the  House  meet  to  do  so.  The 
second  Committee  never  went  into  the  merits  of 
the  case  at  all.  They  simply  went  on  the  prin- 
ciple— which  he  was  not  going  to  deny  as  a  rule 
was  correct — that,  one  Committee  having  dealt 
with  a  subject,  there  was  no  necessity  to  deal 
with  it  again.  The  case  had  come  before  him 
for  the  first  time  that  morning,  and  he  was 
struck  with  the  absolute  insufficiency  of  the 
money  that  had  been  paid  to  this  man ; 
and,  although  a  long  period  had  elapsed,  if 
honourable  members  thought  that  in  fairness 
and  justice  £50  was  not  enough  compensa- 
tion, then  they  would  vote  for  this  further 
amount.  It  transpired  before  the  Committee 
that  this  unfortunate  man  had  had  to  pay  £70 
for  the  purchase  of  a  cork  or  wooden  leg; 
and  it  was  further  stated  that  his  leg  was 
continually  breaking  out  afresh,  and  his  life 
could  not  be  at  all  a  happy  one.  Under  tho 
circumstances  he  (Mr.  Fish)  asked  the  House 
to  vote  this  money  as  a  matter  of  justice.  He 
appealed  to  their  kindly  feehngs  as  much  as 
anything  else,  because  he  could  not  appeal  to 
the  principle  of  the  thing.  He  appealed  to 
them  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  mercy  to  vote 
this  further  amount.  It  was  true  that  the 
Government  had  offered  tho  man  a  situation 
as  gatekeeper  at  Gore  at  d2s.  a  week;  and 
the  reason  he  did  not  take  it  was  that  it 
would  have  been  insufficient  to  keep  his  large 
family  on  —  he  had  ten  or  eleven  children. 
Whatever  the  man's  financial  position  now 
might  be,  it  did  not  affect  the  principle  of 
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the  question,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  too 
muoh  even  at  this  late  period  to  ask  the  House 
to  assent  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the'  Committee  would  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  would  like  to  correct  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  as  to  one  point. 
The  petitioner  had  not  been  offered  82s.  a  week 
as  well  as  the  £50 ;  but,  according  to  the  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  he  was  given  his 
choice,  and  he  took  the  £50,  as  he  had  a  large 
family  and  did  not  see  his  way  to  keep  them 
on  82s.  a  week.  The  Committee  had  been 
largely  guided  by  the  fact  that  the  man's  arti- 
ficial leg  cost  £70,  whereas  all  the  compensation 
he  got  was  £50. 

Mr.  COWAN  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
because,  while  no  doubt  the  principle  on  which 
he  stood  was  the  right  one  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances, in  this  csbse  the  circumstances  were 
of  exceptional  urgency.  He  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  petitioner,  and  could  assure 
the  House  that  his  claims  were  very  urgent; 
and,  although  they  had  been  already  investi- 
gated, and  a  receipt  in  full  had  been  received 
from  him,  still,  iinder  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  it  was  nothing  but  right 
that  some  additional  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  no  one  could  do  otherwise 
than  sympathize  with  this  unfortunate  man : 
at  the  same  time  he  hoped  that  members  of 
Committees,  especially  new  members,  would 
recognise  the  great  danger  of  departing  from 
the  salutary  rule  hitherto  followed  that,  when 
a  Committee  had  reported  in  favour  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  being  given,  and  when  the  petitioner 
had  elected  to  accept  it  and  had  signed  a  re- 
ceipt in  full,  that  receipt  should  be  looked  upon 
as  a  complete  discharge,  and  the  matter  should 
not  be  reopened.  There  were  hundreds  of 
petitioners  in  a  similar  position.  True,  they 
might  not  have  'broken  their  legs  and  got  cork 
legs  which  did  not  answer  expectations,  but 
they  might  have  invested  their  money  in  some 
business,  and  lost  it;  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  that  would  give  a  petitioner  as  good  a  right 
to  ask  for  more  as  in  this  case.  "La.  all  these 
cases  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  should 
remember  that  it  owed  a  duty  to  the  public  of 
the  colony,  as  well  as  to  petitioners  ;  and  they 
should  carefully  guard  the  public  purse,  and 
not  be  led  by  their  mere  sympathy,  when  there 
were  peculiarly  unfortunate  details  in  a  case, 
into  taking  a  course  which  they  otherwise 
would  not  adopt.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  should  not  look 
upon  the  colony  as  liable  to  satisfy  every  demand 
made  on  it  by  misfortune,  and  the  colony 
should  not  be  made  an  institution  for  relieving 
distress.  That  being  so,  the  Committee  should 
not  set  aside  the  reports  of  their  predecessors 
in  favour  of  a  certain  sum  being  paid,  especially 
after  that  sum  had  been  paid  and  a  receipt 
given.  If  the  rule  now  proposed  to  be  broken 
were  not  adhered  to  there  would  be  no  finality, 
but  they  would  have  petitioners,  whose  cases 
Mr.  Fish 


were  supposed  to  have  been  disposed  of  perhaps 
twenty-five  years  ago,  sending  in  petitions  shov- 
ing that  misfortunes  had  happened  to  them 
since,  and  seeking  to  get  more  money.  Ha 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  forget  that 
danger,  but,  when  reconsidering  this  matter, 
that  they  would  look  up  the  cases  in  which 
similar  reports  had  been  mode,  in  which  re- 
ceipts had  been  given,  notwithstanding  which 
the  petitioners  had  afterwards  applied  for  more 
compensation,  and  in  which  the  same  answer 
as  was  now  objected  to  had  been  given  to  them 
— that  an  offer  had  been  made  to  them  and 
accepted,  they  having  signed  a  receipt  in  fall, 
and  that  therefore  they  had  no  further  claims 
against  the  colony. 

Mr.  WAED  said  there  was  one  point  in  the 
matter  which  he  wished  to  bring  under  notice. 
It  was  the  signing  of  the  receipt  which  really 
caused  the  petitioner  to  consider  he  was  labour- 
ing under  additional  injustice;  and  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  thought  so  too.  The  petitioner  had  stated 
to  himself,  and  also  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  when  in  Invercargill,  that 
when  the  receipt  was  sent  to  him  and  he  was 
asked  to  sign  it  he  was  quite  unaware  that  by 
doing  so  he  was  giving  a  final  discharge  of  all 
further  claims  on  the  colony.  This  man,  when 
the  accident  happened,  msbde  several  applica- 
tions to  his  superior  officers  for  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  circumstances  of  the  accident; 
but  they  put  the  matter  ofE  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  last  requested  him  to  let  the  matter 
stand  over,  on  the  ground  that  by  keeping  quiet 
he  would  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  had  been 
offered  the  alternative  of  employment  at  82b. 
a  week,  on  which  to  keep  himself  and  his  large 
family,  or  a  lump  sum  of  £50,  and  when  that 
offer  reached  him  he  was  in  such  vety  bad 
circumstances  that  he  was  only  too  glad  to 
take  the  £50.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  had  no  doubt 
whatever,  from  the  man's  own  statement,  that 
he  was  quite  imaware  that  he  was  binding 
himself  against  preferring  ajiy  further  claim. 
His  new  leg  alone  had  cost  him  £70 — far  more 
than  the  £50 — ^and,  in  such  circumstances  as 
those  of  this  case,  to  offer  a  man  with  a  large 
family  82s.  a  week  was  really  an  insult  to  him. 
He  hoped  the  Petitions  Committee  would  not 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth,  that  when  a  Com- 
mittee had  once  reported  on  a  matter  any 
new  Committee  reporting  on  the  same  case 
should  be  guided  by  their  predecessors,  and  not 
reopen  the  case,  no  matter  what  the  facts 
might  be.  He  thought  that  would  be  very  im- 
proper as  a  rigid  rule.  He  hoped,  if  the  matter 
were  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  that  they 
would  bring  up  a  report  similar  to  that  they 
had  now  presented. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  wished  to  explain  that  all  he 
had  said  was  this :  that  he  hoped  members  of 
Committees — especially  new  members — would 
net  lose  sight  of  the  weight  that  ought  to  be  at- 
tached to  a  receipt  given  in  full  of  all  de- 
mands. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  report  referred 
back  to  the  Conmiittee. 
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EDUCATION. 

Mr.  LAWBY  wished  to  state  that  he  found 
his  name  given  in  the  division-list  in  Mansard 
as  having  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the 
hononrahle  member  for  Komara  on  the  motion 
to  appoint  a  Committee  in  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion system.  He  was  not  in  the  House  on 
that  occasion,  and  therefore  could  not  have 
▼oted.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  his  name 
was  given  in  error  for  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Linwood  (Mr.  Loughrey). 

Mr.  LOUGHREY  said  he  hod  voted  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  in  that  case  it  would  be 
competent  to  move  that  the  division-list  on  the 
question  of  appointing  a  Committee  on  edu- 
cation, and  the  amendment  thereto,  on  the  2nd 
November,  be  corrected  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House  by  substituting  the  name  of  Mr.  Lough- 
rey for  the  name  of  Mr.  Lawry.  It  would  not 
be  possible  to  make  the  correction  in  Hansard^ 
as  the  number  containing  the  debate — No.  2 — 
was  already  printed  off.  The  editor  of  Hansard 
should  note  the  correction  in  the  errata  of  the 
volume  of  Hansard, 

Mr.  LAWRY  moved,  That  the  division-list  be 
corrected  in  the  Journals. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CROWN  PROSECUTORS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government,  What 
are  the  terms  of  engagement  of  the  gentlemen 
employed  by  the  Government  as  Crown  Pro- 
secutors throughout  the  colony?  He  found 
from  a  return  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  that  a  sum  of  no  less  than  £550 
had  been  paid  to  one  of  the  Crown  Prosecutors. 
He  found  also  that  a  sum  of  £186  had  been 
paid  another  Crown  Prosecutor,  and  £45  to  a 
third  Crown  Prosecutor,  making  a  total  of  £781. 
These  fees  were  for  conducting  a  case  which 
that  return  referred  to.  He  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  agree  with  him  that  that  seemed  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  for  these  gentlemen's 
services  in  one  case.  He  trusted  that  some  en- 
gagement would  bo  mc^e  with  these  gentlemen 
whereby  they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  such 
large  sums  of  money  for  such  small  services 
rendered,  and,  moreover,  he  thought  that  if  the 
Government  could  see  their  way  to  encourage 
the  young  New-Zealanders  who  were  engaged 
in  the  legal  profession  by  distributing  such  fees 
it  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  Crown  Prosecutors 
were  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  held  office  during  pleasure.  They  were 
paid  by  fees  under  regulations  published  in  the 
Gazette.  Those  regulations  were  too  long  for 
him  to  read ;  but  he  had  a  copy  with  him,  and 
would  be  glad  to  present  it  to  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

PRESERVED  POTATOES  AND  STARCH 

Mr.  PifARSON  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  steps  to  obtain  information  re- 
specting the  manufacture  of  preserved  potatoes 
and  of  starch  from  potatoes  or  damaged  or 


other  grain,  and  whether  such  industries  could 
be  profitably  introduced  in  the  colony ;  also, 
whether  they  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
offering  a  bonus  for  the  encouragement  of  such 
industries  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  that  some  steps  had  been 
taken  by  the  late  Government  with  reference 
to  this  subject.  The  present  Government  re- 
cognised the  advisaoleness  of  making  further 
inquiries  with  regard  to  this  important  in- 
dustry. They  would  do  so,  and  when  the  in- 
formabion  was  obtained  they  would  place  it  at 
the  disposal  of  the  House.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  offering  a  bonus  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  such  an  industry,  the  Government 
would  keep  it,  along  with  other  matters,  for 
consideration  in  the  future. 

SCHOOL  OP  MINES. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
continue  the  usual  annual  monetary  assistance 
towards  promoting  and  strengthening  the  vari- 
ous schools  of  mines  now  in  operation  through- 
out the  colony,  and  to  aid  other  similar  schools 
that  hereafter  may  be  established  ?  Believing 
as  he  did  that  these  schools  had  done  a  great 
deal  of  good  to  the  mining  industry,  and  were 
likely  to  do  much  more,  he  would  be  glad  to 
know  that  the  Government  would  carry  out  the 
suggestion  made  in  this  question. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  that  under 
existing  circumstances  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  grant  assistance  to  every  small 
school  that  might  be  established  in  any  part  of 
the  colony.  It  was  considered  that  two  schools 
— one  at  the  Thames  for  the  North  Island,  and 
one  at  Reefton  for  the  Middle  Island — should 
be  sufficient  for  all  immediate  requirements. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Am  I  to  understand  from 
that  that  the  other  schools  will  not  be  sub- 
sidised ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  that  that  was 
the  tenor  of  his  answer. 

GOVERNMENT  HOUSE. 

Mr.  0*CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will,  in  connection  with  their 
proposed  retrenchment  measures,  consider  a 
scheme  under  which  the  Minister's  house  in 
Tinakori  Road  may  become  the  gubernatoriaJ 
residence,  the  present  Government  House  uti- 
lised as  a  museum  or  other  public  inRtitute, 
and  the  surrounding  street-frontages  disposed 
of  for  building-purposes?  If  the  suggestion 
made  in  this  instance  were  carried  out  there 
would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  very  valuable  piece  of  land  in  the  heart 
of  Wellington,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  present  gubernatorial  residence  was  more 
adapted  for  a  public  institution  than  for  a  resi- 
dence of  the  Governor. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  he  saw  the 
same  suggestion  as  that  contained  in  the  ques- 
tion in  the  column  of  Cigarettes  '  'in  a  local 
paper  the  other  day.  The  Government  had  no 
intention  of  making  such  a  proposal  to  the 
House. 
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PETI  TAIHUKA  AND  OTHERS. 

lilr.  CARROLL  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  have  acted  in  any  way  on  the 
report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  dated 
the  10th  August,  1686,  on  Petitions  82  and  87, 
of  Peti  Tailiuka  and  others  ?  Some  time  ago 
the  Native  Land  Court  adjudicated  upon  the 
title  of  the  block  referred  to  in  this  question. 
The  Court  ascertained  tlmt  there  were  several 
persons  entitled  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Court 
book  as  owners  of  the  block,  and  an  opportunity 
was  given  to  the  Natives  to  furnish  a  list  of 
the  names  of  the  said  owners.  The  Natives 
went  out  and  held  a  meeting,  and,  besides  a 
'  general  list,  a  list  of  twelve  persons  was  drawn 
up  by  his  predecessor,  and  the  Natives  whose 
names  appeared  therein  were  supposed  to  act 
as  truFtees.  Tins  list  was  handed  in  to  the 
Court ;  the  Court  had  no  power  under  the  law 
to  refuse  it,  and  virtually  conferred  the  absolute 
ownership  of  the  block  upon  these  twelve  men, 
depriving  the  bulk  of  the  owners  of  their  rights. 
The  people,  when  they  understood  it,  felt  this 
was  a  grievance.  They  petitioned  the  House, 
and  the  petition  wei^t  heforo  the  Native  AlTr«ir3 
Couimittce  in  ISSO.  The  report  of  that  Com- 
mittee upon  the  petition  was  as  follows : — 

"  That  the  petitionov?  seem  to  have  sot  forth 
the  facts  of  the  case  with  fair  accuracy,  and  a 
priinn  facie  case  for  inquiry  seems  to  have  been 
established.  Nothing  can  be  done,  as  far  as 
the  Committee  can  sec,  without  special  legisla- 
tion. It  is  recommended  that  tlie  Government 
excminc  cnrcfnlly  into  the  matter,  as  at  this 
stage  of  the  session  it  is  impossible  to  get  such 
full  evii^.cnce  as  would  warrant  a  decisive  report 
from  this  Committee.  If  legislation  bo  finally 
considcror]  dtsirable,  it  ought  to  be  initiated 
before  there  bo  further  dealing  with  the  land." 

He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Government 
had  taken  any  steps,  or  intended  to  take  any 
steps,  in  connection  with  the  matter.  He  could 
assirre  the  Native  Minister  that  there  had  been 
dealings  with  this  land  since  the  awaj*d  of  the 
Couit. 

Mr.  l^riTCHELSON  replied  that  the  report 
of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  was  referred 
by  the  Native  Department  to  the  Chief  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court,  who  suggested  that 
some  of  the  petitioners  should  make  applica- 
tion for  partition  under  sections  23  and  41  of 
••  The  Native  Land  Act,  188G."  A  letter  was 
accordingly  written  by  direction  of  the  late 
Native  Minister  to  Peti  Taihuka  on  the  28rd 
October,  188G  ;  but  it  appeared  that  no  action 
was  taken  upon  the  advice  tendered. 

CHILDREN  UNDER  SIX  ATTENDING 
SCHOOL. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  he  will  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  as  to  whether  Education 
Boards  or  School  Committees  can  exclude 
children  under  the  age  of  six  years  from  at- 
tendmg  the  State  schools  without  amending 
"  The  Education  Act,  1877  "  ? 

^Ir.  riSHER  said  the  Government  had 
already  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Grown  Law 


Officers  on  this  point,  and  that  opinion,  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  nod  power  to 
do  all  they  proposed  to  do  without  introducing 
an  amending  Act. 

KUROW  RUN. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  give  effect  to  the  prayer  of  petitioners 
from  Kurow  relating  to  survey  and  pale  of  land 
on  Kurow  Run  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  was  that  no  interval  should 
elapse  between  the  occupation  of  the  country 
by  the  outgoing  and  the  incoming  tenants  of 
the  Kurow  Run.  The  Government  was  well 
aware  of  the  importance  of  this  on  account  of 
rabbits  and  other  circumstances,  and  would 
take  care  that  no  break  in  the  occupation  of 
the  country  took  place.  The  petition  was  only 
received  by  the  last  mail. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Govermnent,  If  it  is 
their  intention,  on  expiry  of  the  present  con- 
tract, to  discontinue  tlio  annual  subsidy  paid 
for  tlie  Son  Francisco  mail  service  ?  He  had 
promised  to  have  this  matter  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government,  with  a  view  of  having 
the  San  Francisco  mail  service  abolished.  In 
the  absence  of  details  in  tlie  Financial  State- 
ment it  was  somewhat  doubtful  what  was  to 
be  done  in*reference  to  this  matter,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  know  whether  it  was  intended  to 
discontinue  the  service.  He  was  aware  that  it 
was  said  that  the  San  Francisco  service  was 
self-supporting.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  were 
abolished,  no  doubt  the  letters  would  bo  con- 
veyed by  other  routes,  and  the  colony  would 
thus  gain  the  same  amount  of  postal  revenue. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  would  be  a  saving 
of  £25,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  WAIiD  said,  if  any  advantage  was  gained 
by  this  service,  he  thought  it  was  America,  and 
not  New  Zealand,  which  derived  that  benefit. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  matter  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government,  but  they 
had  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
likely  to  propose  the  discontinuance  of  the 
service.  There  was  a  very  great  mistake  in  the 
minds  of  many  persons  that  a  large  ivaving 
would  be  effected  by  the  discontinuance  of  the 
San  Francisco  service.  He  heard  some  honour- 
able gentleman  interject  that  there  would  be 
a  saving  of  some  .4:25,000,  and  that  gentleman 
apparently  spoke  with  some  knowledge ;  but, 
according  to  the  return  before  him  (^lajor 
Atkin.son),  the  verv  utmost  that  could  be  saved 
would  be  from  £'2,000  to  £4,000.  He  would, 
before  the  end  of  the  session,  be  able  to  lay  the 
whole  matter  before  the  House,  because,  if,  as 
was  probable,  the  Government  should  ask  for 
the  continuance  of  the  service,  they  should 
have  to  bring  up  the  whole  matter,  and  it  could 
then  bo  properly  discussed  upon  full  informa- 
tion. He  hoped  honourable  members  would 
not  go  away  under  the  impression  that  a  large 
saving  could  be  made  by  the  discontinuance  of 
the  service. 
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MARTIN'S  BAY  AND  OKARITO  LAND. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  make  provision  on  the 
estimates  for  the  further  prosecution  and  com- 
pletion of  the  road  to  open  up  land  for  sale 
sitaatc  between  ^fartin's  Bay  and  Okarito  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  this  was  a 
matter  ou  which  no  decision  had  yet  been  come 
to.  It  would  be  dealt  with  when  the  subject 
was  considered  by  the  Government. 

MINES  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
this  session  to  introduce  a  Mines  Act  18dG 
Amendment  Bill  ?  The  Government  proposed 
to  give  large  areas  of  land  to  a  company  in 
mining  districts.  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
that  there  should  be  some  amendment  in  the 
mining  law,  providing  that  whore  lands  were 
sold  in  mining  districts  no  riparian  rights 
shoald  be  given ;  otherwise  the  colony  would 
be  flooded  with  claims  for  compensation  for 
loeses  sustained  through  tailings  being  depo- 
sited in  the  rivers  ajid  watercourses.  With  the 
view  of  preventing  contingencies  of  that  kind 
lie  woTiKl  like  to  know  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  introduce  an  amend- 
ment of  the  minin^^  law  this  session ;  and,  if  so, 
ivhrthcr  they  would  make  a  provision  dealing 
witli  this  nparinn- right  question. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  that  there 
were  many  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Mines  Act  which  required  amendment,  and  it 
was  the  intention  of  theGoverament  to  intro- 
duce an  amending  Bill  this  session,  and  he 
would  take  note  of  the  point  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYi^:S'  HOLIDAY. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Government,  (1) 
Whether  there  are  any  fixed  holidays  for 
railway  employes  in  the  colony;  (2)  whether 
siich  employes  are  paid  wages  during  sach 
holidays,  and  whether  there  is  any  distinction 
made  between  manapfers  and  foremen  and  ordi- 
nary workmen  in  that  respect  ?  He  had  been 
induced  to  place  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  owing  to  a  communication  which  had 
reached  him  from  a  number  of  railway 
employ^,  who  complained  that  they  were 
obliged  to  accept  a  holiday  at  the  present  time 
of  the  year,  when  there  were  no  clieap  railway- 
fares  or  cheap  steamer-rates,  whereas  if  a 
holiday  were  granted  at  Christmas  they  would 
be  able  to  make  more  of  their  money.  With 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  the 
complaint  had  been  made  to  him  that  the 
managers  and  foremen  received  salaries  during 
the  holidays,  and  that  the  workmen  did  not. 

Mr.  MitCHELSON  said  the  fixed  holidays 
were  Christmas  Day,  New  Year's  Day,  Good  Fri- 
day, and  the  Queen's  Birthday,  or  three  days 
in  lien  of  the  ssuoae  if  more  convenient.  No 
distinction  was  made  between  managers,  fore- 
men<,  and  ordinary  workmen  in  regard  to  these 
holidays.  Guards,  porters,  tally-clerks,  and 
station  hands,  who  work  all  hours  without  pay 
for  overtime,  were  allowed  one  week's  holiday 


per  annum  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  holidays. 
Managers  and  foremen  who  receive  no  pay  for 
overtime  would  be  paid  for  days  on  which  the 
shops  would  be  closed  for  occasional  holidays 
other  than  the  departmental  holidays. 

Mr.  DODSON  asked  whether,  when  Christ- 
mas Day  fell  on  a  Sunday,  the  holiday  would 
be  given  on  the  following  day. 

l^Ir.  MITCHELSON  said  that  was  the  rule 
of  the  department. 

ABSENTEES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBULL,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  value  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  belonging  to  the  1,140  persons 
described  in  the  papers  attached  to  the  Finan- 
cial  Statement  of  May  last,  page  24,  Return 
No.  8,  as  "  absentees,"  and,  if  possible,  whether 
the  absence  is  of  a  temporary  or  permanent 
nature. 

OHTNEMURI  LEASES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C  ADM  AN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a 
return  showing — (1)  the  number  of  persons  who 
have  taken  up  agricultural  leases  in  Ohinemuri 
County,  (2)  the  number  of  acres  taken  up  by 
the  aforementioned  persons,  (3)  amount  of  rent 
per  acre  already  paid  or  now  due,  (4)  estimated 
value  per  acre  as  assessed  by  any  officer  lately 
appointed  by  the  Government  or  Waste  Lands 
Board  to  value  the  aforesaid  land. 

CROWN  AND  NATIVE  LANDS  RATING 

AND  SUBSIDIES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'CONOR,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  districts  affected  by — (1)  the 
repeal  of  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating 
Act,  (2)  the  discontinuance  of  subsidies  on 
local  rates,  and  (3)  the  discontinuance  of  sub- 
sidies for  the  maintenance  of  main  roads  ;  such 
return  to  show  the  amounts  of  saving  in  each 
case,  and  upon  whom  will  fall  the  burden  thus 
taken  from  the  Colonial  Exchequer. 

SETTLEMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  return 
showing  the  total  number  of  persons  settled  on 
the  lands  of  the  colony  under  each  different 
system  from  the  30th  lilarch  last  to  the  30th 
September,  including  the  number  of  persons 
who  during  that  period  have  balloted  for  land 
under  the  special-settlement  system. 

MANGAMAHOE  POLLING-PLACE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BEETHAM,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  Registration 
and  Returning  Officers  of  the  Woodville  Elec- 
toral District,  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  others  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
polling-place  at  Mangamahoe. 

WELLINGTON  PATENT  SLIP. 
On  the  motion  of  ^Tr.  !MOSS,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  show- 
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ing  the  total  sum  paid  to  the  Wellington  Patent 
sup  Company  as  guaranteed  interest,  and  the 
payments  made  in  each  year  respectively. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MARCHANT,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  particulars  of  the  sum  of 
£384,742  already  expended  on  account  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway ;  and  show- 
ing, further,  in  what  manner  the  additional 
liability  of  £187,474  on  account  of  the  same 
line  has  been  incurred. 

EXPENDITURE  ON  WORK  FOR  UN- 
EMPLOYED. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GOLD  IE,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  £20,000 
voted  for  the  year  1836-87  under  the  head  of 
subsidies  to  local  bodies  for  providing  work  for 
unemployed,  and  contingencies,  and  any  other 
sum  that  may  have  been  expended  since  the 
31st  March  last. 

ADVERTISING. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
showing  the  amount  paid  by  the  Government 
during  the  year  enduig  the  30th  September, 
1887,  for  advertising  by  the  several  depart- 
ments, as  classified  for  the  annual  estimates, 
the  papers  to  which  such  amounts  have  been 
paid,  and  the  fund  to  which  the  cost  of  such 
advertising  has  been  charged. 

ONEHUNGA  CEMETERY  RESERVES 
BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — Borough  Council  may  buy  land 
for  cemetery,  and  pledge  part  of  rents  of  re- 
serve as  security ;  land  so  purchased  to  vest  in 
Corporation  of  Onehunga  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of 
Onehunga  and  the  County  of  Eden." 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Majority  against,  1. 
Amendment  negatived. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, the  Chaikman  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   BESUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES  SETTLEMENT 
BILL. 
Major  STEWARD.— The  Bill  which  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  propose  to  the  House  for 
second  reading  is  contained  within  a  very 
short  compass,  but  will,  if  carried,  be  the 
means  of  assisting  settlement  very  largely,  espe- 
cially in  the  South  Island,  in  which  there  are 
a  great  number  of  educational  reserves.  Per- 
haps the  House  will  permit  me,  in  the  very 
few  words  which  I  shall  address  to  it,  to  bring 
before  its  notice  the  largo  area  of  these  reserves 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  I  have  com- 
piled, from  the  papers  presented  to  the  House 
in  1885-86,  a  short  tabulated  statement,  which 
will  show  the  acreages  and  different  classes  of 
reserves  in  the  various  provincial  districts : — 


Provincial  District. 

Primary. 

Secondary. 
Acres. 

University. 
Acres. 

Museum. 

Total. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Otago 

381,488 

108,043 

207,844 

11,000 

708.375 

Canterbury 

45,119 

17,996 

108,603 

171,718 

Auckland  .. 

54,121 

17,953 

80,354 

102,428 

Wellington 

21,076 

28,661 

4,000 

63,737 

Hawke's  Bay 

38,983 

10,691 

49,674 

Taranaki    .. 

8,590 

3,244 

10,000 

21,834 

Westland  .. 

14,543 

4,325 

30 

18.898 

Nelson 

6,646 

1,888 

, , 

7,434 

Marlborough 

824 

264 

•• 

1.088 

Total 

670,290 

193,065 

360.831 

1] 

1,000 

1,135,186 

Now,  the  bodies  which  administer  these  re- 
serves have  no  special  interest  in  furthering  the 
cause  of  settlement ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  very 
great  complaint,  at  any  rate  in  Canterbury. 


with  which  I  have  considerable  acquaintance, 
that  these  reserves  are  in  many  cases  let  in 
large  blocks — one  I  know  contains  an  area  of 
three  square  miles  of  good  agricultural  conntzy 
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— ^whilst  there  is,  at  the  same  time,  an  earnest 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  get  small 
holdings.  Gould  these  reserves  be  let  in  smaller 
aceas  tihe  bodies  in  whom  they  are  vested  would 
zeoeive  more  revenue,  while  the  cause  of  settle- 
ment would  be  promoted.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people  that 
these  reserves,  which  were  set  aside  from  the 
people's  estate,  are  not  made  the  means  of  for- 
waraing  settlement,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bodies  for  which  they  were  set  apart  as  of 
the  people  themselves.  That  was  recognised 
when  the  Land  Act  of  1875  was  passed,  and  if 
honourable  members  turn  to  clauses  237  to  246 
they  vnll  see  that  power  is  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council  to  require  from  time  to  time 
that  any  endowment  reserves — and  these  come 
within  the  category — shall  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Lajid  Act.  But  there  was  a  proviso  to 
claoses  239  and  240  which  required  the  consent 
,or  request  of  the  person  or  body  in  whom  the 
reserve  was  vested.  It  has  been  found  that 
that  has  operated  to  prevent  anything  being 
achieved  under  the  Act;  and  if  honourable 
members  will  turn  to  E.-2  of  the  Appendix  to 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  1887  they  will 
find  the  correspondence  between  the  Minister 
of  Liands  and  the  Governors  of  the  Canterbury 
College  with  reference  to  a  reserve  at  Maki- 
kihi,  the  leases  of  which  fell  in  in  April  of  this 
year,  and  for  which  there  were  many  applica- 
tions to  take  it  up  in  small  areas.  Although 
the  Governors  were  appealed  to  to  cut  up  the 
reserve  and  lease  it  in  smaller  areas,  and  were 
shown  in  the  letter  from  the  Minister  that  the 
revenue  of  the  College  would  be  improved, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  cause  of  settlement 
would  be  furthered,  they,  unfortunately,  did  not 
see  their  way  to  accede  to  that  vezy  reasonable 
request.  The  consequence  was  that  very  great 
disappointment  was  felt  by  the  people  there. 
I  think  the  House  will  agree  with  me  that 
power  should  be  given  to  the  Governor  in 
Council,  when  it  is  found  that  reserves  like  this 
can  be  devoted  to  settlement  for  the  benefit  of 
all  parties  concerned,  to  require  that  the  land 
shall  be  so  dealt  with.  I  htul  hoped  that  when 
the  Government  Land  Bill  came  down  we 
should  find  some  proposal  of  this  sort  in  it,  and, 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  that  was  so,  and  that  I 
might  not  be  attempting  legislation  as  a  private 
member  if  the  Government  would  move  in  the 
same  direction,  I  put  a  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  asking  the  Minister  of  Lands  whether  the 
Government  would  take  the  step  I  now  propose. 
From  the  tone  of  his  remarks,  I  conclude  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  agrees  with 
me  in  my  views,  and  that  it  is  exceedingly  likely 
we  shall  see  a  proposal  in  this  direction  in  the 
Government  Land  Bill.  All  I  have  to  say  is 
that,  if  such  a  proposal  does  appear  in  the 
Grovemment  Land  Bill,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  me  to  proceed  with  the  present  Bill  beyond 
this  stage;  but,  so  far,  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing  what  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be.  If  they  should  approve  of  the 
principle  of  my  Bill,  I  trust  they  will  allow 
me  to  pass  it  through  this  stage,  and  it  will 
then,  in  the  usual  course,  go  to  the  Waste 


Lands  Committee,  where  it  can  be  discussed  ; 
and,  if  it  is  thought  that  it  should  proceed,  it 
can  so  proceed ;  but,  if  the  Government  thmk 
proper  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  with 
a  Bill  of  their  own,  I  shall  give  way.  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  say  anything  further 
on  the  subject.  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 

Mr.  WALKER  said, — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Government  mean  to  give  any  intimation  of 
their  views  on  this  Bill.  It  is  a  very  important 
question  indeed  for  certain  parts  of  the  colony. 
I  feel  that  these  reserves  have  a  great  debt  to 
pay  towards  the  localities  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Not  only  has  settlement  been  re- 
tarded by  the  fact  of  these  blocks  being  reserved,, 
of  course  for  public  purposes ;  but  the  localities 
have  been  very  much  hampered  and  burdened 
by  the  fact  that  the  Crown  has  got  nothing  in 
exchange  for  the  value  of  the  land,  and  the 
public  bodies  have  had  no  percentage  to  assist 
them  in  making  roads.  And  therefore  it  is  a 
very  important  question  which  has  been  opened 
up  by  this  measure,  and  I  think  that,  when 
measures  of  this  kind  are  brought  before  the 
House  —  even  though  the  Government  have 
a  Bill  in  the  process  of  conception  —  still 
it  is  a  duty  they  owe  to  the  House  to  say 
whether  or  not  they  accept  the  principles  of 
this  Bill,  and  what  they  propose  to  do  with 
reference  to  it.  I  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to 
force  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or  ask 
them  to  place  before  the  House  their  views 
before  they  are  matured  ;  but,  at  all  events,  I 
think  the  House  has  a  right  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  whether  they  are  prepared  to  make 
a  statement  in  regard  to  the  principles  of  a 
Bill  of  this  nature.  That  is  all  I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  is  why  I  have  got  up  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to  ask  them  to  be 
so  good  as  to  say  something,  at  all  events,  on 
the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  say  that,  though  the  Land  Bill  has  not 
yet  been  finally  considered  by  the  Government, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  it  will  contain 
provisions  of  a  sunilar  character  to  this  Bill, 
which,  in  ordinary  course,  will  now  be  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Bill  referred  to  the  Wfiiste  Lands  Committee. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  ACT  REPEAL 
BILL. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— I  have  the  honour  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  entitled  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases  Act  Repeal  Bill.  I  think  it 
unnecessary  to  make  any  long  statement  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  will  only  say  this: 
The  Contagious  Diseases  Act  was  passed  in 
this  colony  by  simply  adopting  an  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  so  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  were  but  little  known  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  this 
House  that,  after  an  experience  of  many  years, 
the  British  Legislature,  whose  Act  we  adopted, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  pass  through  Doth 
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Houses  of  the  Imperial  ParliameDt  an  Act  to  re- 
peol  the  ContagiouB  Diseases  Act  which  they  had 
passed  and  which  we  have  adopted.  They  saw 
that  the  effect  of  that  Act  was  bad  to  the  nation 
at  large,  while  the  benefits  produced,  they  were 
satisfied,  were  almost  nil ;  and  therefore  they 
passed  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament  the 
repeal  of  the  very  measure  which  we  had 
adopted  in  this  country.  Such  a  view  having 
been  taken  by  the  greatest  Legislature  in  the 
world  of  their  own  enactment,  1  feel  I  am  quite 
justified  in  asking  this  House  to  follow  the 
example  of  that  groat  Legislature  and,  in  the 
same  manner,  to  repeal  the  Act  which  they 
thought  ought  not  to  bo  on  the  Statute  Book, 
and  pass  a  mea.«;ure  repealing  the  Act  on  our 
Statute  Book.  What  I  ask  this  House  to  agree 
to  to-night  is  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  its 
second  reading,  in  order  that  the  House  may 
further  consider  the  subject. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  have  much  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  motion  for  che  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.  I  believe  that  such  an  Act  as  the 
one  referred  to  is  not  required.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  British 
Parliament  has  repealed  that  Act — that  it  was 
not  required ;  and,  moreover,  I  am  under  the 
impression  thaat  a  similar  ordine-uco  has  been 
repealed  in  France.  The  French  nation  is  not 
known  for  any  very  high  or  correct  morality, 
and  therefore  if  they  think  it  necessary  to  re- 
peal it  their  action  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  think  we  should  repeal  the  Act,  and  no  longer 
allow  such  a  disgrace  to  any  civilised  country 
to  remain  on  our  Statute  Book.  Such  a  mea- 
sure opens  the  door  to  immorality  to  those  who 
are  viciously  inclined.  I  heartily  support  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  FULTON.-— I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
this  matter,  but  I  feel  that  it  is  right  that 
those  of  us  who  have  the  courage  of  our 
opinions  should  stand  up  and  speak  out  our 
minds.  This  is  a  matter  which  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Home  Legislature  and 
of  Homo  society  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
the  outcome  is  such  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  has  spoken  of.  It  is  a 
decision  which  has  not  been  arrived  at  sud- 
denly. Public  opinion  had  been  tending  in 
the  direction  of  the  repeal  of  these  Acts  for 
a  great  many  ;« •  ais,  and  from  time  to  time 
the  divisions  w..lcli  took  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  favour  of  repeal  increased, 
until  at  last  such  an  outrage  was  enacted 
at  Homo  as  to  call  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  at  once ;  and  that  was  done.  Now,  why 
should  we  keep  on  our  Statute  Book  a  law 
of  this  sort?  I  am  told  that  it  is  only  in 
force  in  one  part  of  the  colony.  The  object 
with  which  it  was  enacted,  in  that  case,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  an  exceedingly  unworthy  one.  It 
was  hoped  that  a  naval  station  would  be  formed 
in  one  of  the  ports  of  this  colony,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  safe  for  those  who  are 
viciously  inclined  this  Act  was  adopted  in  Auck- 
land. During  the  last  discussion  which  took 
place  on  this  subject  it  was  argued  by  many 
persons  that,  if  this  law  is  to  obtain,  similar 
disabilities  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  exist  in  re- 
Sir  G,  Grey 


gard  to  the  male  sex  to  those  imposed  on 
the  female  sex — that  it  was  a  most  unjust  and 
unfair  law.  Many  honourable  members  who 
were  not  prepared  for  the  rei)eal  of  the  Bill  were 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  Bill  which  would  remove 
that  inequality  and  injustice,  and  I  wondered  at 
the  time  whether  any  one  would  bring  forward 
a  measure  for  that  purpose.  But  no  one  who 
advocated  that  course  has  made  such  an  at- 
tempt, and  therefore  all  we  who  feel  strongly  on 
the  subject  can  do  is  to  support  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  in  his  attempt 
to  bring  about  some  modicum  of  justice  to  thkt 
portion  of  the  human  race  who  are  not  repre- 
sented in  this  House,  and  who  are  deserving  of 
our  consideration,  sympathy,  and  support-  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  repeal  of 
this  Act. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  wish  simply  to  add  that  the 
Bill  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  and  have  intro- 
duced into  the  House  is  a  copy  of  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  Great 
Britain;  so  that  the  House,  in  following  the 
course  I  have  proposed,  will  be  following  the 
course  adopted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time.*' 
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Second  reading  negatived. 

GOLD  DUTY  REDUCTION  BILL. 
^Ir.  SEDDON. — Sir,  in  rising  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  me  to  place  before  the  House  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  why  we  should  pass  the 
Bill ;  and,  seeing  that  there  has  been  in  other 
respects  an  increased  taxation,  and  that  less 
revenues  are  to  be  given  to  the  local  bodies. 
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shall  require,  no  doabt,  to  make  out  a  very 
stzong  case  before  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  now  before  it.  I 
believe  I  shall  make  out  such  a  case  that  the 
House  will  feel  itself  justified  in  supporting 
this  measure.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
relief  to  the  ordinary  miner  to  the  extent  of 
taking  ofi  6d.  per  ounce  duty.  The  gold  duty 
at  the  present  time  is  2s.  per  ounce.  That 
was  fixed  in  1870,  and  there  has  been  no  re- 
duction to  give  relief  to  the  miner  since  that 
year.  The  average  earnings  of  the  miners 
at  that  time  were  fully  double  what  they 
are  to-day,  and  the  yield  of  gold  was  fully 
twice  as  much  as  it  is  to-day.  I  also  propose, 
in  this  Bill',  to  give  relief  to  those  who  invest 
in  mining ;  and  I  would  put  it  to  the  House 
that  there  is  no  other  class  of  investment  in 
the  colony  that  is  taxed  to  the  extent  of  2^  per 
cent.,  the  same  as  money  that  is  invested  in 
mining  has  to  return;  and  mining  companies 
jiay  the  property- tax  and  all  other  taxation 
that  is  imposed  upon  incorporated  companies. 
I  have  said  that  the  earnings  of  the  miner  now 
are  very  much  less  than  they  wore  at  the  time 
when  the  duty  was  fixed  at  23.  per  ounce.  By 
the  return  contained  in  the  Goldfields  Report 
of  last  year  honourable  members  will  find  as 
follows :  that  we  had  during  the  year  11,782 
persons  employed  in  connection  with  the  min- 
ing industry  in  the  colony.  During  the  pre- 
vious year  only  11,178  were  employed,  and  the 
earnings  of  the  miner  last  year  averaged  only 
£80  12s.  7d.  per  man.  I  put  it  to  honourable 
members,  is  it  fair  or  reasonable  that  men  who 
are  only  earning  something  like  £80  per  year, 
and  who  have,  in  many  instances,  large  families 
to  support,  should  for  local  purposes  be  taxed  to 
the  extent  of  fully  2^  per  cent,  of  their  gross 
earnings  ?  Honourable  members,  by  reference 
to  page  5  of  the  Mines  Eeport  of  last  year,  will 
find  the  following,  which  I  believe  in  itself  will 
convince  every  member  that  he  will  be  only 
doing  his  duty  if  he  supports  the  Bill  now  before 
us.  At  the  end  of  March  last  year  the  num- 
ber of  men  engaged  in  mining  was  11,728  ;  and 
the  amount  of  gold  duty  and  other  goldfields 
revenue  paid  in  the  year  was  £40,651,  equal 
to  £3  9s.  per  head  upon  every  man  who  was 
engaged  in  mining.  I  may  ask  the  House  to 
think  of  this  for  a  moment :  Suppose  the  whole 
male  adult  population  of  the  colony  should  pay 
a  poll-tax  for  local  governing  purposes  of  £8  9s., 
there  could  not  be  any  question,  then,  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  no  trouble  in 
making  both  ends  meet :  at  any  rate,  he  would 
have  no  trouble  so  far  as  local  bodies  are  con- 
cerned, because  they  would  have  a  very  large 
surplus  revenue.  Is  it  fair  to  place  upon  this 
class  of  colonists  the  whole  maintenance  of  the 
roads  and  other  works  in  mining  districts,  and 
to  say  that  the  miner  who  only  earns  £80  shall 
contribute  to  the  local  bodies  £8  9s.  of  taxation  ? 
What  I  have  claimed  all  along  is  this :  that  if 
it  is  necessary  to  continue  the  taxation  all  the 
peisons  in  the  district  should  pay  equally.  By 
a  comparative  statement  compiled  from  the 
New  Zealand  Blue  Books  I  proved  very  con- 
clusively to  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  when  I^e- 


mier,  that  the  amount  paid  by  the  miner  was 
equal  to  a  five-shillings- in- the-pound  rate  if 
placed  upon  the  ratepayers  in  the  same  mining 
district.  Seeing  that  by  the  Counties  Act 
we  have  said  that  nothing  more  than  three 
farthings  in  the  poimd  shall  be  imposed,  and 
the  miner  has  to  pay  what  is  equal  to  63.  in 
the  pound,  I  say  it  is  time  that  this  injustice 
should  be  remedied.  I  say  that  some  en- 
couragement should  be  given  to  those  who  are 
following  the  industry  at  present.  They  have^ 
time  after  time,  through  their  members  in  this 
House,  asked  that  the  House  would  give  them 
this  relief ;  and  I  will  say  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  the  last  three  Parlia- 
ments have  said  that  relief  shall  be  given.  It 
has  only  been  in  another  place  where  that 
relief  has  been  refused,  and  that  on  two  occa- 
sions by  only  one  vote.  But  seeing  that  the 
last  three  Parliaments  have  decided  on  this 
reduction — and  a  much  larger  reduction,  be- 
cause it  was  a  reduction  of  Is.  per  ounce  per 
annum,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  the  duty 
was  to  bo  totally  abolished—and  seeing  that 
under  existing  circumstances  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  attempt  to  take  ofi  more  than  is 
proposed  by  this  Bill,  namely,  a  fourth  of  the 
total  amount  now  levied,  I  hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  this  measure.  In  my  opinion,  what 
will  do  most  to  lift  New  Zealand  from  its 
present  deplorable  condition  is  the  mineral 
wealth  of  the  colony.  No  doubt  if  attention 
had  been  paid  to  the  proper  encouragement  of 
this  industry  we  should  have  had  a  much 
larger  population  in  the  mining  districts — 
people  consuming  a  large  amount  of  goods  that 
are  now  exported  from  the  colony — and  that 
general  prosperity  would  have  obtained.  It 
is  with  a  view  of  giving  this  encouragement 
that  we  are  pleading  for  justice  for  the  mining 
population.  A  man  who  labours  under  an  in- 
justice, who  is  taxed  as  the  gold-miner  is 
taxed,  becomes  disheartened.  He  leaves  min- 
ing and  goes  to  the  largo  centres  and  takes  his 
chance  amongst  his  fellows  ;  but  if  encourage- 
ment and  proper  sympathy  were  given  to  the 
mining  population  there  would  bo  many  more 
following  the  industry  than  is  now  the  case. 
With  the  object  of  pressing  that  viev/  on  the 
House,  of  showing  that  they  have  our  sympathy, 
and  that  we  thinJc  they  are  entitled  to  justice, 
I  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  House  divided. 
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Majority  for,  5. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ELECTION  OF  GOVERNOR  BILL. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — In  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Election  of  Governor  Bill,  honourable 
members  are  entitled  to  some  explanation  of 
the  position  I  now  occupy.  You  remember, 
Sir,  that  on  the  first  business-day  of  the  session 
I  tabled  the  following  question :  "  If  the  Go- 
vernment will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Constitution  Act,  whereby  future  Governors  of 
New  Zealand  may  be  elected  by  the  colo- 
nists ?  "    The  Premier  replied  that — 

"  There  was  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  Assembly  had  power  to  pass 
a  law  under  which  the  Governor  of  the  colony 
might  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  colony. 
Inquiries  were  being  made  in  the  matter,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  full  information  he  would  take 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  to  the  House  what 
their  decision  was." 

Immediately  after  that  question  was  put 
and  replied  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move  for  leave  to  introduce  the  present 
Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  waited  upon 
me  and  asked  me  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill. 
I  respectfully  declined,  and  up  to  this  after- 
noon I  was  not  aware  that  I  should  be  pressed 
upon  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill.  In  my  ques- 
tion I  stated  that  if  the  Government  did  not 
take  action  I  should  be  compelled  to  do  so, 
and  I  suppose  at  that  suggestion  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  thought  he 
would  ask  me  to  take  my  present  position.  I  feel 
it  an  honour  that  I  should  be  in  my  present 
position.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  should  insist  upon 
what  is  asked  for  in  this  Bill— namely,  the 
power  of  electing  their  own  Governor.  This 
question  has  been  before  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  for  many  years  past.  It  was  before 
the  Legislative  Council  seventeen  years  ago. 
In  Hansard,  Vol.  XXIV.,  in  a  speech  by  Sir 
Robert  Stout  in  1877,  we  find  the  following 
quotation  from  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Sewell 
in  1870  :— 

"  I  am  not  proposing  for  a  moment  that  we 


should  set  up  the  banner  of  independence  in 
defiance  of  the  Mother-country;  but  the  Im- 
perial Government  has  invited  us  to  consider 
this  question  of  separation— has  told  ns  that  if 
we  wish  for  it  she  will  concede  it ;  and,  speak- 
ing as  an  individual,  I  should,  under  existing 
circumstances,  prefer  assuming  the  risks  and 
responsibilities,  the  privileges  and  immunities, 
of  a  free  State  to  continuing  in  our  present 
precarious  position  of  semi-dependence." 
Then,  Sir  Robert  Stout  proceeds  to  say, — 
"The  speech  from  which  I  quote  brought 
very  clearly  before  the  Legislative  Council  that 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  the  colony  had  to 
face  was  how  to  have  its  Governor  appointed, 
and  Mr.  Sewell  said  it  was  a  question  which 
they  must  solve  one  of  those  days.  He  said, 
*We  are  not  going  to  escape  the  evil  day. 
though  we  may  postpone  it.  The  day  will 
inevitably  come  upon  us.'  I  may  say  that  the 
Legislative  Council  is  supposed  to  be  the  most 
conservative  part  of  our  New  Zealand  Consti- 
tution, and  yet  in  that  Council  I  also  find  that 
a  gentleman  who  was  lately  Premier  of  the 
colony,  Mr.  Waterhouse,  goes  the  length  that 
Mr.  Sewell  went,  and  almost  as  far  as  to  urge 
that  New  Zealand  should  be  independent  en- 
tirely of  the  Imperial  Government.  I  have 
mentioned  this  not  so  much  because  of  its 
bearing  on  this  motion  as  to  show  that  some  of 
the  men  who  have  been  reckoned  the  ablest 
men  in  New  Zealand,  and  who  have  held  high 
official  positions  in  this  colony,  have  not  been 
afraid  to  face  this  question  in  its  widest  and 
broadest  aspect.  But  this  motion  does  not 
necessarily  go  the  length — in  fact,  I  will  say  it 
does  not  go  the  length  at  all — pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Sewell  and  Mr.  Waterhouse.  All  that  this 
motion  asks  is  that  an  Executive  Officer  in 
this  colony  should  be  elected  by  the  people, 
and,  being  elected  by  the  people,  should  be 
responsible  to  the  people.  I  cannot  see  that 
this  can  affect  our  relations  with  England  in 
any  degree  whatever.  What  effect  can  the 
mere  fact  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  appointing  an  English  nobleman  or 
an  English  citizen  have  in  binding  the  colony 
closer  to  the  Imperial  Government  ?  I  cannot 
think  that  a  man's  loyalty  is  taken  away  when 
he  has  additional  powers  cast  upon  him.  If 
so,  we  should  have  found  that  the  colony  which 
looked  upon  the  political  privileges  it  enjoyed 
with  the  greatest  respect  would  have  been  the 
most  disloyal.  But  I  apprehend  that  in  this 
colony,  where  there  has  been  the  greatest 
amount  of  political  feeling,  and  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  conserve  political  privileges,  the 
people  are  just  as  \oyeA  as  those  who  have  not 
cared  for  political  privileges  at  all.  Therefore 
I  cannot  see  in  what  respect  the  mere  fact  of 
the  people  having  the  election  of  their  own 
Grovemor  can  alter  the  relations  between  the 
Imperial  Government  and  the  colony.  I  now 
come  to  another  aspect  of  the  question,  and  I 
may  say  that  there  has  been,  and  is  now,  a 
strong  party  in  England  who  desire  that  the 
colonial  Governors  should  be  elected  out  of  a 
particular  class  in  England.  That  came  out 
very  clearly  in  a  discussion  that  took  place  in 
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England  at  the  time  when  Earl  Belmore  was 
appointed  Goyemor  of  New  South  Wales. 
JumoBt  all  the  Toiy  Press  in  England,  and 
some  even  of  what  might  be  termed  the  Whig 
Presa,  came  out  with  the  doctrine  that  the 
only  man  fit  to  be  Governor  of  a  colony  was 
one  of  the  English  aristocracy.  To  such  an  ex- 
tent did  this  discussion  go  on  that  I  find  in  the 
Saturday  Bemew  of  the  5th  October,  1867,  that 
it  thought  fit  to  pen  this  sentence :  *  Indeed, 
it  seems  absurd  to  bo  called  on  to  notice  the  cool 
pxoposal  that  unless  a  man  is  born  in  the 
purple  he  is  disqualified  from  representing  the 
Sovereign  in  our  colonial  dependencies/  So 
that  this  doctrine  was  put  up  in  England,  and 
I  believe  has  been  held  in  England,  and  is  now 
held  in  England  by  many  people — that  the 
only  person  fit  to  be  a  colonial  Governor  is  one 
who  nas  been  bom  in  the  purple ;  and  the 
reason  for  it  perhaps  may  be  found  in  the  cool 
assumption  made  in  England  that  it  is  only 
those  who  have  been  bom  in  the  purple  who 
can  set  an  example  to  the  colonists.  That  is, 
in  fact,  the  ground  upon  which  it  is  put ;  for 
the  reason  stated  in  the  Saturday  Review  why 
it  was  contended  that  a  Governor  should  be 
appointed  from  the  English  aristocracy  was 
that '  he  upholds  the  standard  of  decorum,  cour- 
tesy, and  good  breeding  among  the  unpolished 
storekeepers  of  Australian  towns.  His  house 
and  his  establishment  are  the  models  on  which 
every  respectable  and  prosperous  colonist  aspires 
to  regulate  his  own  house  and  establishment.'" 

And  so  on.  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  these  passages,  and  I 
think  the  subject  is  one  that  ought  to  receive 
the  serious  attention  of  every  member  of  this 
House.  It  is  a  subject  which  has  been  under 
discussion  for  many  years  past,  and  I  trust 
that  now  honourable  members  will  allow  the 
Bill  to  go  into  Committee.  The  Bill  itself  is 
a  ^cry  simple  one.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that,  if  thb  power  were  given,  this  colony  has 
gentlemen  who  would  discharge  the  duties  to 
the  satisfaction  not  only  of  the  colony  itself  but 
of  tho  Empire  of  which  it  forms  a  part.  We 
have  men  in  this  colony  who  have  shown  their 
fitness  peculiarly.  Indeed,  we  have  one  who 
represents  us  in  London  at  the  present  time. 
Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell,  who  no  one  could  say 
would  not  be  a  worthy  representative  of  this 
colony.  And  wo  have  had  a  gentleman  in  this 
Assembly,  Sir  Frederick  Weld,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  be  the  Governor  of  another  colony, 
and  I  am  sure  there  are  many  gentlemen  in 
New  Zealand  at  tho  present  time  who,  if  they 
were  elected,  would  show  their  ability  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  Governor  quite  as  well  as 
any  gentlemen  who  have  filled  the  position 
hiUierto.  I  therefore  trust  that  honourable 
gentlemen  will  see  their  way  to  pass  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  when  it  gets  into  Com- 
mittee of  course  any  matters  of  detail  that 
require  altering  can  receive  attention. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  should  like  to  get  a  lead 
from  the  Government  benches  on  a  question  of 
such  large  importance  as  this  is  before  speak- 
ing ;  bat,  as  we  do  not  get  it,  I  have  only  to  say 
this :  that  the  way  in  which  Bills  are  allowed 


to  pass  their  second  readings  without  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment seems  to  me  an  abnegation  of  their 
proper  position  and  functions.  The  measure 
now  proposed  is  one  of  an  enormous,  I  may  say 
revolutionary,  character ;  and  surely  the  least 
the  House  has  a  right  to  expect  is  that  the 
Govemment  should  give  an  indication  of  its 
opinion  on  the  subject.  However,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  suggest  to  the  Govemment  the  course 
which  they  should  pursue,  and  probably  they 
will  not  consider  any  advice  I  give  them  to  be 
of  a  disinterested  character;  but,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  that  the  proposal 
would  answer  well,  nor  do  I  think  it  is  a  pro- 
posal which  this  House  has  any  right  to  enter- 
tain. Whether,  technically  or  otherwise,  we 
could  get  behind  the  Constitution  Act  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
whole  of  our  Constitution  depends  on  the  fact 
that  we  have  a  Parliament  and  a  Government 
acting  in  unison  with  a  representative  of  Her 
^lajesty,  and  it  is  altogether  foreign  to  the 
principle  of  the  British  Constitution  that  an 
elective  officer  should  be  considered  the 
Queen's  nominee.  I  suppose  that  there  is 
no  honourable  gentleman  in  this  House  who 
could  for  a  moment  suppose  that,  if  this 
Bill  were  passed  and  sent  Home  for  the 
Queen's  assent,  it  would  not  be  disallowed ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  the  question  would  be 
raised  as  to  what  was  our  desire  in  passing 
such  a  measure.  It  would  be  asked,  Is  it  the 
desire  of  the  colony  to  become  a  separate 
nationality,  or,  to  put  it  in  another  form,  a 
republic? — because  there  is  no  question  that 
this  proposal  goes  in  the  direction  of  making 
the  colony  a  republic.  For  example,  we  know 
that  the  power  of  clemency  is  a  power  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown,  and  is  not  given  by  legisla- 
tion ;  and  this  Bill  proposes  to  give  this  power 
to  an  elected  Governor.  As  regards  the  work- 
ing of  the  measure  I  would  say  a  very  few 
words.  It  appears  to  me  that  in  so  small  a 
community  as  this  the  evils  of  an  elected 
Governor  would  be  magnified  rather  than  re- 
duced. Again,  it  would  be  difficult  to  know 
which  would  more  thoroughly  represent  the 
people  of  the  country,  an  elected  Governor 
or  the  representatives  elected  to  the  elective 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  need  scarcely, 
I  think,  recall  to  many  honourable  members' 
minds  that  a  system  of  this  kind  has  been 
tried  before  in  the  provinces,  where  the  Super- 
intendents were  elected,  and  where  also  they 
had  a  system  of  Advisers,  after  the  consti- 
tutional principle.  I  need  scarcely  remind 
honourable  members  how  often  there  was  a 
friction  upon  that  very  point,  as  to  whether 
tho  Superintendent  or  the  elected  members 
of  his  Executive  more  rightly  represented  the 
opinions  of  the  province.  In  fact,  we  know 
it  was  only  by  a  very  nice  system  of  giving 
and  taking  that  difficulties  were  avoided  in 
many  cases,  whilst  in  some  it  was  notorious 
that  these  difiiculties  led  to  a  very  emascu- 
lated system  of  govemment.  The  candidates 
for  the  Superintendency  were  expected  to  an- 
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nounce  their  polioy  before  election,  and  it  is 
hard  to  see  how  candidates  for  the  Governor- 
ahip  could  fail  to  do  the  Bame.  We  have 
only  to  look  to  the  case  of  the  Presidents  of 
the  United  States  to  see  that  the  principle 
of  election  would  not  turn  wholly,  or  even  per- 
haps mainly,  upon  the  personal  qualities  of 
the  candidates,  but  on  their  political  opinions. 
Well,  now,  would  it  be  possible  for  a  Go- 
vernor elected  on  strong  political  principles, 
and  pledged  to  give  effect  to  them,  to  hold 
that  delicate  even  balance  between  contending 
parties  in  the  Legislature  which  is  one  of  the 
nicest  and  most  important  points  in  our  politi- 
cal system  ?  In  fact,  it  seems  to  me  that,  if 
any  honourable  member  gives  the  subject  a 
moment's  consideration,  he  will  see  that  to  elect 
our  Governors  would  not  only  wholly  change 
our  present  system,  whereby  the  Governor  acts 
with  the  advice  of  his  Executive,  but  that  the 
alteration  would  be  felt  in  every  branch  of  tlio 
Government,  and  in  every  condition  under  which 
our  laws  have  hitherto  been  made.  I  started 
by  saying  I  could  not  see  how  the  Government, 
could  reconcile  it  with  their  duty  to  allow  Bills 
of  this  kind  to  pass  without  any  expression  of 
their  opinion  on  it.  The  other  night  a  very 
important  Bill,  the  subject  of  which  has  been 
much  discussed  throughout  the  country,  was 
allowed  to  pass  with  scarcely  a  remark ;  but 
honourable  members  were  told  in  the  lobby  not 
to  mind  about  the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time, 
because  it  was  arranged  that  the  Bill  should  be 
altered  when  it  went  to  the  Lands  Committee. 
However  much  it  may  be  desirable  to  expedite 
business,  or  to  patch  over  difficulties  and  dif- 
ferences of  opinion,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  House  itself  is  the  proper  place  where 
the  policy  of  large  measures  should  be  dis- 
cussed. Sir,  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  this  question,  I  have  the  honour  to  move, 
as  an  amendment.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  FISHER.— 1  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  puts  himself  in  an  altogether  false 
position  when  he  takes  upon  himself  to  rebuke 
the  Government  for  not  having  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  Bill,  and  then  entirely  answers 
his  whole  contention  by  saying  that  he  is  sure 
the  Bill  would  not  receive  the  Royal  assent; 
and  he  therefore  moves  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  Now,  surely 
there  can  be,  even  in  the  mind  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  very  little  ground  for 
complaint  when  he  has  such  a  poor  opinion  of 
the  Bill  and  of  its  object.  I  shall  not  speak  in 
any  sense  disrespectfully  of  the  Bill.  I  believe 
I  am  correct  in  saying  that  its  father  is  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,  and 
I  would  not  say  one  disrespectful  word  of  any 
Bill  or  any  motion  brought  forward  by  that 
honourable  gentleman,  because  he  is  a  gentle- 
man for  whom  I  entertain  too  high  a  respect. 
But,  speaking  of  the  Bill  itself,  I  must  say 
that  I  regard  the  question  of  which  it  treats  as 
a  very  large  question ;  suid  I  ought  also  to  say 
that  the  Premier  himself  would  have  been  here 
to  speak  upon  the  question  had  he  known  it 
would  have  come  on  for  discussion  at  this  par- 
Sir  /.  Vogel 


ticular  time.  The  Premier  is  unavoidably  ab- 
sent, and  that  is  the  answer  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  rebuke.  I  can  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  there  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  abnegate  its  func- 
tions in  this  House.  When  there  comes  up  for 
discussion  any  question  within  the  region  of 
practical  politics  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  discover  that  the  Government  has  an 
opinion,  and  will  understand  how  to  express  it. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  an  elective  Go- 
vernor, I  hope  the  slender  cord  that  binds  us 
to  the  Mother-count-y  will  not  be  snapped  by 
the  passing  of  such  u.  Bill  as  this.  I  was  not 
bom  in  the  purple,  but  I  have  the  highest 
respect  for  all  constituted  authority.  I  say  a 
Bill  of  this  character  emanating  from  New 
Zealand,  which  has,  I  think,  been  in  the  past 
one  of  the  most  loyal  of  all  the  British  posses- 
sions, would  be  viewed  as  not  reflecting  any 
very  groat  honour  on  the  colony  or  on  its 
Parliament.  I  hope  I  am  not  speaking  dis- 
respectfully of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill  by  referring  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  as  being  its 
author.  He  himself  has  brought  the  Bill  under 
the  notice  of  the  House  on  some  previous  occa- 
sions, and  it  is  a  question  which  has  always 
received  the  fairest  and  fullest  consideration. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
cited  the  case  of  our  provincial  institutions. 
The  illustration  was,  for  his  case,  a  somewhat 
unfortunate  one.  What  was  the  course  of 
events  with  regard  to  some  of  the  provincial 
institutions?  I  myself  have  seen  the  Councils 
themselves,  the  elected  representatives  of  tho 
people,  coming  into  direct  conflict  with  the 
Superintendent,  he  being  also  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people  and  having  an  equally  po- 
tential voice.  We  have  often  witnessed  an 
amount  of  friction  resulting  in  a  complete 
deadlock  in  the  Provincial  Councils  of  tho 
country,  and  if  this  Bill  were  passed  there 
would  be  the  possibility  of  the  coming  of  a 
time  when  we  should  see  the  Parliament  of 
Nev/  Zealand  brought  into  direct  conflict  with 
t!ie  Governor.  That,  I  hope,  we  shall  strenu- 
ously endeavour  to  avoid.  But,  beyond  that,  I 
have  my  loyalty  to  the  Crown  of  England  to 
look  to,  and  I  regard  that  as  being  superior  to 
anv  principle  that  may  be  embodied  in  such  & 
Bill  as  this  is.  I  say  again  that  I  was  not 
born  in  the  purple,  but  I  have  a  great  respect 
for  all  constituted  authority,  and  I  hope  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand  will  not  pass  such 
a  Bill  as  this. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  rise  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not 
apprehend  that  there  would  be  danger  to  the 
community,  or  disloyalty  to  Great  Britain,  if 
this  Bill  should  become  law  to-morrow.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
has  proclaimed  himself  an  ultra-loyal  subject 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  I  suppose  there  is 
no  honourable  gentleman  in  this  House  who 
cannot  with  equal  justice  say  the  same.  We 
are  all  loyal  subjects;  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  use  our  privileges  in  the 
way  we  think  fit.    I  do  not  apprehend  that  the 
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election  of  a  Qovemor  by  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  will  tend  to  create  a  feeling  of  dis- 
loyaltj  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  he  would  not  do 
anything  which  would  cut  the  slender  thread 
that  binds  this  colony  to  Great  Britain,  and  he 
looks,  on  the  election  of  a  Governor  by  the 
people  as  being  the  means  of  breaking  that 
slender  thread.  I  have  no  desire  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  to  break  the  slender  thread  that 
binds  OS  to  the  Mother- country ;  but  I  have 
sach  a  strong  feeling  of  New  Zealand  national 
life  in  me  that  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
the  oolonies  will  federate  and  become  one  great 
republic.  I  left  Englimd  at  ten  years  of  age ; 
but,  with  all  the  reverence  I  have  for  the  great 
and  glorious  traditions  of  the  Mother-country, 
what  do  I  care,  except  sentimentally,  for  it? 
When  my  children  grow  up,  what  will  they 
care  for  England  except  in  the  same  way  as  I 
do,  and  that  more  indefinitely  than  I  do  now  ? 
The  true  policy  of  all  New-Zealanders  should 
be  to  make  a  nation  of  New  Zealand,  and  we 
should  train  up  our  children  to  think  that  they 
are  naembers  of  a  great  nation,  ruled  and 
governed  by  themselves  and  in  themselves. 
Aeferenoe  has  been  made  to  the  Superinten- 
dents. I  say  that  an  elected  Governor  is 
analogous  to  a  Superintendent,  and  we  have 
tried  the  system  of  Superintendents  being 
elected  by  the  people  and  governing  in  the 
various  provinces  of  this  country ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  those  gentlemen  performed  the 
duties  of  their  office  generally,  if  not  wholly, 
with  great  credit  to  themselves  and  great  good 
to  the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  said  that  it  might  be 
possible  that  the  Governor  might  come  into 
conflict  with  the  people,  as  had  been  the 
case  sometimes  with  regard  to  Superinten- 
dents ;  but  I  know  of  no  very  glaring  instance 
where  the  Superintendent  of  a  province  came 
into  actual  conflict  with  the  people  of  that 
province.  But,  even  if  it  had  been  so,  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Governor  of  the  colony  would,  in  my 
opinion,  stand  on  an  entirely  different  footing. 
He  would  not  be  elected  by  one  province,  but 
by  the  whole  colony  ;  and  I  think  there  could 
be  no  greater  reward  or  nobler  aim  on  the  part 
of  the  politicians  of  this  country  than  to  strive 
to  attain  the  ^igh  position  of  Governor,  if  we 
elected  our  own  Governor.  I  could  point  to  one 
gentleman  in  this  House  who  could  be  elected 
to  that  position,  and  in  whom  the  people  of 
the  colony  would  have  every  confidence.  The 
▼ery  principle  of  a  nominee  Governor  or  a 
nominee  anything  is,  in  my  opinion,  hateful  to 
a  liberal  mind.  I  wish  to  speak  with  no  dis- 
respect to  the  present  Governor,  but  very  often 
we  have  foisted  on  us  men  who  are  utterly 
unsuited  to  the  position,  who  are  utterly  out  of 
joint  with  the  aspirations  of  the  people.  We 
have  seen  it  in  this  country.  I  do  not  wish  to 
mention  names,  but  I  could  mention  a  name 
if  I  tiiought  fit.  We  should  resist  in  the 
strongest  manner  being  made  the  nursing- 
groimds  of  the  impecunious  younger  sons  of 
peers,  or  of  needy  peets  themselves.  We  have 
seen  lately  a  case  in  the  English  papers  of  a 
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late  Governor  of  one  of  these  colonies,  who, 
while  occupying  that  position  ajid  receiving 
the  colonists'  money  to  the  extent  of  £10,000 
or  £12,000  a  year,  was  evidently  in  a  state  of 
insolvency.  Instead  of  feeling  alarmed  at  the 
thought  of  the  election  of  a  Governor  by  the 
people  we  ought  to  hail  it  with  pride.  Even 
if  the  Bill  be  not  carried  to-night,  I  trust  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  be.  I  pre- 
dict that  when  that  time  arrives  we  shall  see 
that  the  fears  of  the  Minister  of  Education  are 
groundless.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  Bill,  and  I  only  wish  I  could  have  done 
so  in  more  eloquent  terms. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.  — This  Bill  means  to 
abolish  the  New  Zealand  Constitution  Act. 
The  71st  clause  of  that  Act  guarantees  that 
the  Natives  shall  govern  themselves.  I  shall 
support  the  Bill  provided  the  following  words 
are  inserted  in  clause  2,  after  the  words  "  New 
Zealand  " — namely,  *'  whether  Maori  or  Euro- 
pean." Of  course,  if  this  Bill  is  passed  we 
shall  lose  the  privilege  granted  to  us  by  the 
71st  clause  in  the  New  Zealand  Constitution 
Act. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — Sir,  I  think  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  speech  in  which  he 
introduced  this  Bill  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  I  may  state,  at  the  outset,  that 
I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  and 
its  object ;  and  I  am  so  not  only  on  the  ques- 
tion of  policy,  but  I  submit  that,  as  a  mere,  so 
to  speak,  financial  question,  this  colony  would 
be  a  very  considerable  loser  if  it  adopted  this 
principle.  We  are  at  present  dependent  on  the 
Home-country  for  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  capital.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Home- 
country,  and  there  is  no  question  whatever 
that  if  we  severed  the  link,  sentimental  as 
it  may  be  with  some  of  us,  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  Home-country  we  should  impair 
the  confidence  of  the  capitalists  in  England 
in  the  stability  of  this  colony.  I  agree  very 
much  with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  and  feel  very 
much  indebted  to  him  for  the  very  excellent 
manner  in  which  he  presented  his  objections  to 
this  measure  to  the  consideration  of  the  House ; 
and  I  am  very  doubtful  indeed  whether  the 
Bill  is  one  which  the  House  would  be  com- 
petent to  pass.  I  have  not  looked  into  the 
Bill  carefully,  but  I  should  think  it  is  a  matter 
open  to  serious  question.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  colony  has  arrived  at  that  stage  at  which 
so  radical  a  change  should  be  advocated  by  the 
Legislature  ;  and,  although  there  may  be  some- 
thing in  what  the  Minister  of  Education  states,, 
that  there  is  no  importance  to  be  attached  to 
the  Bill  if  it  is  likely  to  be  disallowed  by  the 
Queen,  still  I  think  that  is  a  very  dangerous 
principle  to  lay  down.  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  pass  Bills  here,  if  we  do  not  approve 
of  them,  on  the  mere  chance  of  their  being 
disallowed  by  the  Queen.  An  honourable 
member  says  it  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  l^orth  who  advocated  that 
doctrine ;  but  I  think  the  Minister  of  Eduoa> 
tion  adopted  it,   and,  if  he  did  adopt  it,  I 
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think  it  is  a  vory  dangerous  doctrine.  I  also 
think  the  Government  are  very  much  to 
blame  for  not  taking  some  decided  stand 
in  an  important  measure  of  this  kind.  It 
was  only  after  they  were  almost  browbeaten 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristohurch 
North  that  one  of  them  gave  us  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  in  this  matter,  and  then  the 
lead  given  to  us  by  the  Gk>vernment  was  of  a 
very  undecided  kind.  We  know  why  it  is  so. 
Those  honourable  members  are  apparently 
afraid  of  offending  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central ;  but  I  am  quite  certain  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
will  not  respect  any  one  who  does  not  give 
expression  to  his  opinions  freely  in  this  House. 
And  that  is  why  I  rise  to  speak  my  mind  on  the 
subject.  I  should  be  very  glad,  if  I  could,  to 
give  my  support  to  the  Bill ;  but,  for  the  con- 
siderations which  I  have  advanced,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  decided  injury  to  this  colony  in 
many  ways  to  accept  such  a  Bill  as  this,  and 
therefore  I  oppose  it,  although  I  should  like 
to  support  it  out  of  respect  for  the  honourable 
memoer  for  Auckland  Central. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  hope  the  House 
will  show  its  good  sense  by  agreeing  to  this 
Bill,  and  so  indicating  that  we  are  determined 
to  carry  out  democratic  opinions  in  this  com- 
munity. The  election  of  a  Governor  is  a  step 
which  I  hold  to  be  one  of  the  most  impor> 
tant  that  we  can  possibly  take.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  wo  owe  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  the  English  capitalists,  and  gave  that  as  a 
refiison  why  we  should  not  pass  this  Bill ;  but 
I  believe  that  many  other  lands  owe  much 
more  money  to  England  than  we  do,  and  they 
are  not  governed  by  a  representative  of  the 
British  Crown.  The  Minister  of  Education 
says  that  this  Bill,  if  passed,  would  sever  the 
la^t  slender  thread  that  binds  us  to  the  Mother- 
country.  But  I  maintain  it  will  do  nothing  of 
the  kind.  I  say  it  will  have  the  efiect  of  bind- 
ing us  more  closely  to  the  Mother-country.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  for  several  years  in  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  must  know  more  about  its  require- 
ments and  history,  and  therefore  be  better  able 
to  administer  its  affairs,  than  a  gentleman  who 
is  a  stranger  to  the  colony,  and  who  probably 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  does  not  even 
know  the  geographical  position  of  the  colony 
he  is  to  govern.  1  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  if  we  were  to  have  an  elected  Governor 
the  government  of  the  country  would  be  car- 
ried on  more  satisfactorily  and  on  a  more  sen- 
sible basis  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  We 
should,  at  any  rate,  be  likely  to  have  a 
Governor  who  has  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  working  of  the  whole  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  who  would  be  in  a  position  to  check 
or  rather  to  guide  the  IMinisters  and  show  them 
how  to  work  the  departments  on  a  better 
system  than  they  are  being  worked  at  the 
present  time.  I  think,  myself,  that  it  would 
be  an  excellent  thing  to  carry  the  Bill,  and  I 
hope  that  its  second  reading  will  be  agreed  to, 
and  that  the  Bill  will  become  law. 
Mr,  W,  A  Stewart 


Dr.  HODGEINSON.— I  shall  support  tbe 
second  reading  of  this  Bill :  at  the  same  time  I 
feel  a  great  amount  of  diffidence  in  maJdng  a 
speech  of  any  length,  knowing  that  the  honoiir> 
able  member  for  Auckland  Central  will  speak 
soon  on  this  question,  and  will  put  the  matter 
before  the  House  in  a  most  comprehensive 
manner.  But  I  think  it  right  to  have  the 
courage  of  my  opinions,  and  to  stand  np  in 
support  of  the  proposition,  more  particulariy  as 
some  ten  years  ago  I  gave  support  to  a  proposal 
going  in  the  same  direction.  I  support  it  be- 
cause, among  other  reasons,  I  regard  it  as 
leading  up  to  what  I  wish  to  see  in  this  colony 
— an  elective  Executive.  I  think  that  an 
elective  Governor  is  almost  sure  to  lead  to 
an  elective  Executive,  and  I  consider  that  the 
blessings  we  should  derive  from  having  an 
elective  Executive  would  be  so  great  that  we 
must  not  lose  any  opportunity  of  attaining  that 
most  desirable  object.  I  have  really  been  snz^ 
prised  to  hear  such,  if  I  might  say  it  withoat 
using  unparliamentary  language,  childish  ob- 
jections raised  to  this  proposal  as  have  been 
raised  by  some  of  the  leading  members  of  this 
House.  The  very  idea  that  the  connection  of 
this  colony  with  England  depends  upon  the 
ajipointment  as  Governors  of  decayed  noble- 
men who  come  out  hereto  repair  their  fortunes 
is  to  me  utterly  ridiculous.  To  suppose  that 
the  connection  of  this  country  with  England 
depends  upon  anything  of  that  kind,  or  npon. 
the  outward  display  of  carriages  and  grooms, 
and  parties,  and  balls,  and  things  of  that  sort 
— why,  it  is  utterly  absuid  to  entertain  sach  an 
idea.  I  say  that  the  connection  of  the  colony 
with  the  Mother-country  depends  upon  the 
love  and  attachment  of  the  colonists  to  the 
Mother-country,  and  that,  if  that  is  not  the 
basis  of  the  connection,  we  cannot  expect  ti)e 
connection  to  last  very  long.  We  must  con- 
sider, too,  that  the  state  of  things  which  now 
exists  removes  any  necessity  which  previously 
existed  for  the  appointment  of  a  Governor  by  the 
Home  authorities,  as  our  Agent-General  now 
holds  very  much  the  position  of  an  ambassador. 
I  may  say  also  that  honourable  gentlemen  who 
speak  of  an  elective  Governor  as  something 
very  startling,  and  likely  to  alarm  capitalists  in 
the  Old  Country,  must  have  forgotten  history  if 
they  do  not  know  that  it  is  no  novelty.  The 
same  thing  was  in  force  years  ago.  Why, 
Charles  II.,  despotic  and  corrupt  as  he  was,  gave 
a  charter  to  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  fldlow- 
ing  the  people  there  to  elect  their  own  Governor, 
and  giving  them  such  a  democratic  ConFtita- 
tion  that  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  amend  that 
Constitution  for  fifty  years.  Surely  in  these 
days  of  increased  enlightenment  and  libeial- 
ism  it  would  be  quite  safe  to  adopt  a  similar 
system.  Not  only  in  Rhode  Island  but  in 
several  other  of  the  American  colonies  the 
system  was  in  operation  for  years  and  years ; 
and  none  were  more  loyal  to  the  British 
Crown  than  those.  And  in  those  days  there 
were  Governors  whose  names  will  live  in  his> 
tory.  I  should  like  to  know  which  of  the  Go- 
vernors we   have   had  will  live   la  history! 
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Many  ol  those  gentlemen  who  ruled  oyer  the 
American  colonies  are  men  whose  names  will 
never  be  forgotten — such  as  Hopkins,  Hooker, 
and  Boger  Williams,  the  great  champion  of 
popular  rights,  the  first  legislator  in  the  world 
who  established  a  State  in  which  liberty  of 
conscience  was  conceded,  or  as  he  termed  it, 
"  Bool  liberty."  I  should  like  to  know  when  we 
are  likely  to  have  Qovemors,  under  the  present 
system,  whose  names  will  be  remembered  with 
such  honour  and  distinction.  As  to  breaking 
our  coni^ection  with  England,  it  is  purely  an 
imaginary  danger.  The  i>eople  in  England 
who  have  invested  their  money  in  New  Zea- 
land are  much  more  concerned  in  the  way  in 
which  party  government  has  been  carried  on 
than  in  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Governor.  I  know  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers object  to  an  elective  Governorship  because 
they  think  it  is  not  compatible  with  our  sys- 
tem of  Besponsible  Government ;  but  I  conceive 
that  to  be  one  of  its  greatest  merits.  This  sys- 
tem of  Besponsible  Government,  as  it  has  been 
worked,  has  been  most  disastrous.  I  am  not  at 
all  surprised  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North  should  raise  such  an  objec- 
tion. If  we  had  had  an  elective  Governor  and  an 
elective  Executive  he  would  never  have  played 
the  part  he  has  played  in  this  colony,  and  the 
colony  would  never  have  been  in  the  disastrous 
state  that  it  is  now  in ;  so  that  the  objection 
which  he  took  is,  to  my  mind,  the  strongest  rea- 
son in  favour  of  this  system.  The  greatest  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  system  is  that  it  affords 
the  English  Ministers  a  certain  amount  of  patron- 
age. It  is  a  very  convenient  thing  for  them, 
but  in.  other  respects  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
of  any  advantage.  As  for  the  constitutional 
part  of  the  question,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  will 
satisfy  the  House  that  under  the  Constitution 
Act  we  have  power  to  elect  our  own  Governor, 
and  that  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Queen  will  be 
advised  to  disallow  this  Act.  Can  we  imogme, 
in  these  days,  that  the  Queen  would  act  in  a 
less  liberal  manner  towards  the  colonists  than 
Charles  II.,  who,  as  I  have  said,  granted  a 
charter  to  enable  colonists  to  elect  their  own 
Governors  ?  There  are  many  other  advantages 
which  would  arise  from  a  change  of  system, 
but  I  will  leave  these  to  bo  enlarged  upon  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  really  the 
father  of  this  Bill ;  and,  having  shown  my  will- 
ingness to  take  my  share  of  responsibility  in 
favour  of  this  cjiange,  I  shall  say  no  more. 

Mr.  BBUCE.— I  feel  that  I  can  add  very 
little  upon  this  subject,  the  objections  to  the 
Bill  having  been  so  well  stated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North ;  but  I 
would  just  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House — I 
am  not  going  to  speak  at  any  length  —  the 
opinions  held  on  the  subject  by  one  who  was,  I 
believe,  a  highly-respected  Governor  of  this 
colony,  a  peer  of  the  realm.  I  recollect  read- 
ing an  address  of  his  shortly  after  my  settle- 
ment in  the  colony,  to  the  following  effecc. 
He  said,  "  I  say  this :  that,  sitting  in  my  place 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  I  would  unhesitatingly 
vote  against  the  retention  of  any  colony  which 


would  refuse  to  accept  Her  Majesty's  repre- 
sentative." I  think  that  will  show  the  feeling 
would  be  such  on  this  matter  that  we  should 
perhaps  lose  the  privileges  and  advantages  we 
possess  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  Empire, 
if  it  was  possible  for  us  to  successfully  move  in 
this  direction.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  said,  if  I  remember  aright, 
alluding  to  a  statement  that  had  previously 
been  made,  that  this  is  a  proposal  which,  i£ 
carried,  would  probably  sever  the  slender  link 
which  still  binds  us  to  Great  Britain,  and  also 
lead  to  the  disintegration  of  the  Empire.  That 
is  a  very  large  subject  to  raise  on  a  question  of 
this  kind ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  believe  that 
the  teachings  of  both  science  and  history  point 
steadily  in  the  direction  of  ultimate  disintegra- 
tion ;  but  it  is  not  for  us  to  hasten  that  day, 
and  I  am  sure  I  represent  the  feeling  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  colony  when  I 
say  that  we  wish  to  remain  as  long  as  possible 
an  integral  portion  of  the  British  Empire. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  I  thought  for  a  moment 
that  the  fact  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
claiming  their  undoubted  right  under  the  Con- 
stitution Act  to  elect  their  own  Governor  meant 
the  separating  of  us  from  the  Home-country 
and  our  beloved  Queen,  I  should  be  very  sorry 
that  we  should  take  such  a  course,  for  I  claim 
for  myself  to  be  a  New-Zealander  and  as  loyal 
a  subject  as  any  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  people  at  Home  would 
ever  take  that  view  of  our  action.  It  would 
be  taken  in  a  very  different  light  from  that 
of  a  late  Governor  and  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  whom  an  honourable  gentle- 
man has  referred  to,  and  who,  I  think,  laid 
himself  open  to  the  assertion  that  he  has  very 
strong  Tory  leanings. 

Mr.  BBUCE.— I  alluded  to  the  Marquis  of 
Normanby. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Marquis  of  Normanby  ? 
I  do  not  know  that  he  was  ever  put  down  as  a 
Liberal  or  Badical. 

Mr.  BBUCE.— Why,  he  was  one  of  ^Ir.  Glad- 
stone's Whips. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — ^Well,  my  experience  is  that 
he  had  very  strong  Tory  leanings,  and  we  must 
agree  to  differ  upon  that  point.  Here  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  we  have  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  who  was  a 
Tory  at  Home,  and  who  here  is  claimed  as  a 
most  decided  Liberal.  Perhaps  it  was  the  case 
that  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  was  a  Liberal 
at  Home  and  a  Tory  when  he  came  out  here. 
I  wish  the  House  to  look  upon  this  question 
from  a  purely  common-sense  and  practical 
point  of  view,  and  also  from  a  financial  point 
of  view,  for  I  think  all  three  should  be  con- 
sidered. History  tells  us  that  in  the  early  days 
of  the  colonisation  of  America  there  were  people 
then  guiding  the  British  nation  who  held  it  to 
be  criminal  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  of 
America  that  they  should  manufacture  so 
much  as  a  horseshoe  or  a  hobnail.  If  such  an 
argument  as  chat  were  used,  that  it  was  wrong 
on  the  port  of  the  people  of  the  colony  to 
manufacture  articles  necessary  for  themselves. 
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the  people  using  such  an  argument  might  also 
apply  it  to  the  case  of  a  colony  which  chose  to 
elect  its  own  GoYemor,  and  might  say  that  the 
colony  could  no  longer  he  recognised  as  an  in- 
tegral portion  of  the  British  Empire.  I  believe 
this  colony  is  capable  of  electing  a  person 
quite  competent  to  represent  British  interests 
here  and  at  the  same  time  to  conserve  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  a 
slur  on  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  say  they 
are  not  capable  of  electing  their  own  Governor. 
If  that  were  the  case  it  would  go  to  prove  that 
New  Zealand  and  its  people  are  degenerating. 
We  were  competent  for  many  years  to  elect  our 
Superintendents,  who  held  delegated  powers  of 
the  Governor  from  time  to  time,  and  who  never 
abused  their  power ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  New  Zealand  now  if  we  had 
those  Superintendents  to  elect.  If,  I  say,  we 
could  elect  Superintendents  for  each  provincial 
district,  surely  we  could  elect  without  any 
danger  one  Superintendent  to  supervise  the 
whole.  It  seems  to  me  that  honourable  mem- 
bers are  endeavouring  to  prove  that  New  Zea- 
land and  its  people  are  degenerating.  Then, 
as  regards  the  argument  used  that,  because  we 
borrow  money  from  English  capitalists,  we 
should  not  elect  our  Governor,  but  should  have 
a  representative  of  the  Government  of  England 
as  Governor  of  New  Zealand,  I  say  it  is  a  per- 
fect fallacy.  What  connection  is  there  between 
finance  and  the  election  or  nomination  of  the 
Governor  of  New  Zealand?  My  honourable 
friend  who  uses  that  argument  knows  full  well 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  connection.  The 
only  way  finance  comes  in  is  this :  that,  if  one 
of  the  blue  blood  at  Home,  or  some  connection 
of  his  who  has  rendered  good  service  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  power  for  the  time  being,  whose 
exchequer  is  in  a  low  state,  wants  assist- 
ance, he  is  sent  to  a  colony  to  recuperate. 
There  are  many  cases  of  that  kind  on  record  ; 
but  I  think,  now  that  the  Government  are  pro- 
posing to  reduce  the  Governor's  salary,  the  day 
for  recuperating  at  the  expense  of  New  Zealand 
is  gone  by.  What  will  be  said  by  honourable 
gentlemen  as  to  the  election  by  the  United 
States  of  their  President  ?  Compare  a  colony 
like  New  Zealand  proceeding  to  elect  its 
Governor  with  the  United  States  electing  a 
President.  I  say  that  everything  goes  to  prove 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  safe  to  do  so,  seeing 
all  the  safeguards  which  are  provided  for  the 
people.  I  shall  support  this  measure,  and  in 
doing  so  I  may  say  that  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  it  is  placed  in  an 
unfortunate  position  is  this  respect :  that  the 
gentleman  who  represents  Her  Majesty  in  New 
Zealand  at  thepresent  time  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  democratic  Governors  that  we  have 
ever  had.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  is  in  touch 
with  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  if  we  had 
always  hod  Governors  like  him  here  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  would  never  ask  to  elect  their 
Governor.  The  bringing-in  of  this  Bill  at  the 
present  time  does  not  cast  any  reflection  on 
him ;  and  I  am  sure  that  in  reading  this  debate, 
if  he  takes  the  trouble  to  read  the  newspapers, 
he  will  not  tokke  it  as  any  reflection  on  him  or 
Mr.Seddon 


his  administration.  But  I  do  know  tlmt  in  the 
past  we  have  had  Governors  with*  very  strong 
Tory  proclivities,  and  when  the  Government  of 
the  ds^  had  the  same  leanings  preference  waa 
given  to  them  to  the  detriment  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  Knowing  that  to  be  the  case, 
and  that  it  has  prevented  the  people  doine 
what  was  just  to  New  Zealand,  I  think  we  shall 
not  be  wrong  in  supporting  tiiis  measure.  X 
am  sorry  that  on  this  occasion  I  shall  have  to 
vote  against  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
foi;  Ghristchurch  North  ;  but,  as  matters  atand 
now,  I  cannot,  without  casting  a  slur  on  the 
people  and  on  this  House,  vote  against  the  BilL 

Mr.  IiANGE. — The    honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  asked  us  to  approach 
this  question  from  a  common-sense  point  of 
view,  and  also  from  a  financial  point  of  view. 
I  ask  him  for  a  moment  to  look  at  it  from  a 
political  point  of  view.    Let  us  take,  as  an  ex- 
eonple,  what  has  been  the  government  of  Eng- 
land for  the  last  two  hundred  years;  and  I 
think  we  shall  confe  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
thanks  of  the  people  of  the  country  are  due 
to  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  who  pat  the 
supreme  prize  of  power  outside  political  parties 
altogether.    I  think  the  high  position  England 
holds  to-day  is  very  much  due  to  the  wisdom 
of  our  forefathers,  who  conferred  such  a  Legis- 
lature upon  her.    What  has  been  the  effect  of 
it?     During  the  last  two  hundred  years  we 
have  seen  other  countries,  where  there  is  no 
stable  Government  such  as  we  have,  convulsed 
from  time  to  time  by  revolutions  which  have 
shaken  them  to  their  foundation  ;  yet  during 
the  whole  of  that  period  England  has  never 
suffered  from  revolution  or  anything  of  the 
kind.    Let  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  revo- 
lution means  to  a  civilised  country,  or,  rather, 
I  should  say,  what  absence  of  revolution  means. 
It  means  the  continuous  exercise  of  human 
ingenuity  in  every  possible  form.     Scientific 
researches   are  allowed  to   proceed  in   every 
direction  without  let  or  hindrance.    It  meana 
accumulation  of  capital,  and  it  means  the  on- 
deviating  application  of  skill  to  the  soil,  there- 
by receiving  the  greatest  possible  results  from 
the  soil;  and,  more  than  that,  it  means   an 
established  state  of  order,  which  I  hold  to  be 
the  only  parent  of  political  rights  and  pablic 
liberty.    I  say  we  owe  all  that  to  the  Throne  in 
England ;  and  I  hold  that  a  Governor  holds  ex- 
actly the  same  position  in  a  colony  that  the 
Queen  does  in  the  Mother-country.    The  posi- 
tion is  exactly  the  same.    Honourable  mezn- 
bers  may  say  that  it  is  not,  but  really  and 
practically  it  is  exactly  the  same ;  and  if  we 
once  bring  the  Governor  within  the  political 
atmosphere — which  we  must  do  if  we  elect  him 
— we  shall  do  a  very  serious  injury  indeed  to 
the  colony.    In  fact,  we  shall  throw  away  all 
those  advantages  which  England  has  reaped 
during  the  last  two  hundred  years,  and  which 
we  owe  entirely  to  the  form  of  government  esta- 
blished there. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.—I  shall  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  believe  in 
these  highfalutin*  expressions  of  loyalty,  becanae 
my  impression  is  that  we  should  be  as  well,  and 
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more  eoonomloaJly,  goyerned  by  a  President  as 
\rj  Uie  Queen.  If  I  wanted  anything  to  prove 
the  folly  of  this  Bill  I  should  find  it  in  what  was 
■aid  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace. 
That  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  if  we 
had  had  an  elected  Governor  we  should  have 
had  no  public-works  acheme.  What  are  we  to 
deduce  £rom  that  ?  That  if  we  had  an  elected 
Ooveznor  he  would  oppose  the  expressed  wishes 
of  the  people.  Why,  we  should  be  in  a  ceaseless 
state  of  conflict  with  our  Governor.  If  any 
questions  were  raised  in  this  House  and  were 
▼atoed  by  the  Governor  we  should  at  once  come 
in  conflict  with  him,  and  the  whole  population 
ol  the  country  would  be  thrown  into  the  utmost 
state  of  excitement.  It  would  be  a  grave  mis- 
take for  us  to  do  anything  which  would  bring 
about  anch  a  state  of  things.  I  regret  the 
Premier  is  not  present ;  but  I  believe  that  if  he 
had  known  that  the  other  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper  would  be  passed  through  so  quickly,  he 
would  have  been  here ;  and  I  still  hope  that  we 
shall  hear  his  views,  for  I  am  sure  that  he  must 
have  Tery  strong  views  on  this  important  ques- 
tion. I  shall  vote  against  the  measure,  and 
opposition  to  it  is  fully  justified  by  the  fact 
that,  if  this  House  carried  measures  at  the 
desire  of  the  people,  and  those  measures  were 
vetoed  by  the  Governor,  we  should  be  brought 
into  continual  conflict  with  him. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing in  regard  to  this  question  had  not  the 
honourable  member  for  Kangitikei  given  me  a 
teoct  on  which  to  base  my  remarks.  He  told  us 
that  the  teaching  of  science  and  history  tends 
to  disintegration.  I  base  my  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  Bill  upon  an  entirely  different  read- 
ing of  the  teachings  of  science.  It  is  true 
that  science  teaches  this  disintegration,  but  it 
teaches  us  also  of  building-up  and  of  growth,  and 
lor  that  reason  I  intend  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  These  are  the  grounds 
I  take :  I  believe  the  day  is  coming  when  the 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand  will  be 
united ;  and  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
not  only  all  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New 
Zealand,  but  the  whole  English-speaking  race, 
wiU  be  united.  Then  we  shall  be  in  a  position 
to  elect  our  Governor.  Till  that  day  does  come 
I  do  not  think  we  are  in  a  position  to  elect 
him ;  and  I  feel  that  we  do  need  the  maternal 
interest  and  care  of  the  Mother-country,  and 
I  shall  oppose  the  Bill,  because  if  it  were  carried 
it  would  have  some  effect  in  taking  that  mater- 
nal cajre  and  interest  from  us.  It  has  been 
stated  by  one  honourable  member  who  has 
spoken  to-night  as  a  reason  for  this  Bill  that 
the  Governor  of  one  of  the  colonies — he  did  not 
name  a  particular  Governor— had  been,  or  was, 
in  a  state  of  insolvency.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  any  argument  against  the  Bill,  because  if  he 
were  to  read  what  is  going  on  he  would  see 
that  a  Premier  of  a  colony  is  also  in  a  state  of 
insolvency,  and  if  the  argument  is  good  in  one 
case  it  is  good  in  another.  I  did  not  intend, 
as  I  say,  to  speak  on  this  Bill  at  all,  and  shoald 
not  have  risen  hod  it  not  been  for  the  text 
afforded  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikeL 


Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  shall  oppose  this  Bill, 
and  for  more  than  one  reason.  Even  if  it  were 
a  good  Bill  in  principle,  I  should  oppose  it,  be- 
cause I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  needed.  I  take  it 
that  no  radical  constitutional  change  should  be 
attempted  by  this  House  until  some  decided  ex- 
pression of  opinion  is  given  outside,  and  I  think 
honourable  members  will  admit  that  this  ques- 
tion has  not  been  ventilated  in  the  country. 
Although  I  agree  with  the  last  speaker  that  the 
time  will  come  when  wo  must  act  for  ourselves, 
either  in  conjunction  with  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies or  with  the  English-speaking  race,  still  I 
think  that,  until  by  Uie  pressure  of  outside  cir- 
cumstances we  are  forced  into  that  position, 
we  should  do  nothing  to  hasten  it.  It  has  been 
well  said  that  England  enjoys  all  the  benefits 
of  a  republic  without  its  evils,  and  this  because 
the  nominal  head  is  not  elective  as  in  America. 
As  with  England  so  with  us.  I  ask,  who 
rules  the  destinies  of  this  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time?  Is  it  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  is  sitting  on  my  left  ?  What  is  our 
Governor  here  ?  Is  he  not  a  mere  name,  or  at 
most  a  sort  of  political  non-conductor?  His 
chief  function  is  to  prevent  friction.  And  if 
we  are  to  preserve  the  free  movement  of  the 
wheels  of  Government  we  must  see  that  the 
man  appointed  as  Governor  is  not  surrounded 
by  the  elements  of  a  political  atmosphere.  If 
we  have  him  appointed  within  the  circle  of  the 
political  atmosphere  he  will  be  a  party  man, 
and  nothing  could  be  worse  than  that. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  did  not  intend  to  take 
part  in  this  debate,  but,  like  my  honourable 
friend  opposite,  a  gentleman  sitting  near  me 
has  given  me  a  text  on  which  I  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  descant  very  briefly.  The  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  asked  us  to  look  at  this 
question  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  look  at  it  from  any  so  low 
point  of  view  as  that,  though,  if  we  were  to 
do  so,  I  would  submit  that,  ixQm  a  financial 
point  of  view,  an  elective  Governor  would  be 
very  much  more  expensive  than  a  nominated 
Gk>vemor,  inasmuch  as  if  an  election  took  place 
triennially  for  the  Governorship  there  would 
be  more  money  spent  over  the  election  than 
three  years'  salary  of  a  nominated  Governor 
amounts  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  would  do  the  people 
good. 

Major  STEWARD.— What  I  rose  to  speak 
about  was  an  observation  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  made,  that  if  we  had  an 
elective  Governor  we  should  have  a  chance  of 
getting  what  I  agree  is  a  very  desirable  thing — 
that  is,  an  elected  Executive.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  argument  lies  entirely  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  ;  because  if  we  were  to  go  upon 
the  American  model,  it  would  appear  that,  if 
we  had  an  elective  Governor,  we  should  have 
an  Executive  nominated  by  him,  and  therefore, 
instead  of  an  elective  Governor  tending  to  secure 
the  object  which  my  honourable  friend  has  in 
common  with  me,  it  would  be  the  very  course 
to  defeat  it.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  seems  to  think  that  those  who  oppose 
the  proposal  for  an  elective  Govecnor  insinuate 
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that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  are  not  quali- 
fied to  elect  a  chief  officer  6f  State.  Now, 
Sir,  I  can  see  no  logic  in  that  argument  what- 
ever. As  well  might  he  say  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  England  infers  that  the  people  of 
England  are  not  to  he  trusted  to  select  a  Presi- 
dent, or  whoever  might  occupy  the  highest 
office  of  State.  It  is  not  at  all  for  reasons 
of  that  sort  that  the  Constitution  of  which  we 
are  so  proud  has  been  so  long  maintained,  and 
so  much  cherished  by  the  people.  It  is  because 
of  the  advantages  we  have  derived  from  a  dif- 
ferent system  of  things ;  and  it  will  be  a  very 
long  day,  I  think,  before  any  movement  gains 
sufficient  force  to  induce  the  people  to  take 
a  similar  step  to  this  and  do  away  with  the 
privileges  we  nave  now,  and  adopt  the  system 
of  presidential  elections  with  all  their  faults. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  One  generation  may 
do  it. 

Major  STEWARD.— We  shall  not  live  to  see 
that,  and  in  my  opinion  it  will  take  much  more 
than  one  generation  to  efiect  it.  Doubtless 
this  Bill  is    brought    forward   with  the  best 

r>8sible  motives.  But  it  is  abundantly  clear, 
think,  that  the  argument  brought  forward  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central 
that  no  such  step  as  this  should  be  taken  until 
there  has  been  a  strong  expression  of  opinion 
outside  the  House  is  amply  sufficient,  were 
there  no  other,  to  justify  us  in  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Some  of  the  arguments  used 
would  apply  if  this  were  a  Bill  to  elect 
a  Sovereign,  not,  as  it  is,  merely  a  Bill  to 
elect  a  Governor.  Now,  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  line  which  has  been  taken  up 
by  several  honourable  members  this  evening. 
They  argue  that  the  system  of  electing  a  Go- 
vernor is  disloyal,  and  that  it  would  make  it 
appear  as  if  we  had  a  desire  to  throw  over  the 
Mother-country.  I  deny  that  it  will  have  that 
effect.  I  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  colonists  will  ask  themselves  what 
there  is  in  them  which  requires  that  they 
should  be  treated  as  an  inferior  race  to  their 
countr3mien  at  Home.  They  will  ask,  Why 
should  we  have  a  miniature  Sovereign? — for 
no  Governor  nowadays  is  anything  more. 
He  has  no  real  power  except  in  the  case  of 
a  dissolution  or  some  emergency  of  that  kind. 
He  stands  as  what  is  called  the  representative 
of  the  Queen.  Why  should  we  colonists  require 
a  representative  of  the  Queen  ?  We  have  a  flag : 
that  is  the  true  representative  of  the  Queen. 
We  have  also  history,  language,  literature, 
and  the  strongest  ties  with  the  Old  Country. 
Do  we  want  some  gentleman  sent  out  by  the 
Colonial  Office,  whose  despatches  are  frequently 
snubbed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  come 
to  us  and  represent  the  majesty  of  the 
British  Empire?  The  system  places  us  in  a 
position  of  inferiority.  It  encourages  a  class- 
feeling  which  ought  not  to  exist  in  a  country 
such  as  that  in  which  we  live.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive for  one  moment  that  the  absence  or 
presence  of  a  Governor  makes  the  slightest 
difference  in  the  feeling  of  loyal  attachment 
which,  I  believe,  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  but  of  every  thousand  people  feel  to- 
Major  Steward 


wards  the  country  from  which  we  sprang. 
There  is  no  question  of  Separation  at  all— 
no  more  than  there  was  when  they  took  away 
the  troops.  It  was  then  said,  '*Thi8  is  the 
last  link  which  connects  us  to  the  Empire,  and 
now  that  is  gone  we  shall  have  Separation.'' 
Surely  we  need  not  wstnt  anything  more  than 
t^e  ^preat  and  glorious  flag  we  have  over  us. 
Look  at  the  political  results  that  would  occur. 
That  is  ti^e  great  point.  Had  we  an  elective 
Governor  we  should  at  once  get  rid  of  Bespon- 
sible  Government.  We  should  have  no  Minis- 
ters in  this  House  voting  in  a  compact  body  for 
confidence  in  themselves,  which  is  a  regular 
thing,  of  course,  under  Besponsible  Govern- 
ment. There  are  always  six  or  seven  gentle- 
men bound  to  vote  that  the  country  has  perfect 
confidence  in  Uismselves.  That  is  Besponsible 
Government.  I  myself  have  long  regaled  Be- 
sponsible Government  here  as  a  failure.  It  vi 
a  system  which  has  not  succeeded  in  any 
country  throughout  the  world  but  England, 
and  there  they  have  men  of  leisure,  men  of 
patriotic  feeling,  men  trained  to  it,  devoting 
their  whole  lives  to  it.  Here  we  have  no  large 
class  of  that  kind,  and  the  system  of  Bespon* 
sible  Government  is  entirely  unsuited  to  us. 
I  do  not  say,  as  some  do,  that  party  government 
is  unsuited  to  us,  because  the  simple  truth  is, 
wo  have  had  no  parties  in  New  Zealand  for 
many  years  past. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Yes. 

Mrw  MOSS.— No ;  we  have  had  factions.  Tell 
me  what  principle  there  has  been.  How  can 
parties  exist  without  some  definite  principles  or 
policy  ?  I  am  not  speaking  of  principle  in  the 
sense  of  moral  right  or  wrong,  but  of  policy. 
Bailways,  roads,  works— these  have  been  the 
bonds  which  have  held  factions  together  here. 
Parties  have  centred  round  the  estimates  for 
public  works.  That  is  the  purpose  for  which 
parties  have  been  formed  for  years  past  in  this 
country,  ever  since  this  wretched  system  of 
borrowing  and  scrambling  for  expenditure  was 
commenced.  We  shall  one  day  perhaps  have 
parliamentary  government  again;  but  it  will 
be  because  we  have  come  to  the  end  of  our 
tether  in  the  matter  of  borrowing;  but  to 
speak  of  our  having  been  governed  by  party  for 
years  back  seems  to  me  to  indicate  a  misap- 
prehension of  terms.  Now,  I  imagine  that  a 
system  of  government  approaches  perfection 
the  more  closely  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in 
which  it  separates  the  executive,  the  legislative, 
and  the  judicial  functions  from  each  other. 
Here  we  cannot  separate,  under  our  present 
system,  the  executive  and  the  legislative  func- 
tions. Our  Executive  sit  here  as  legislators* 
and  that  renders  inevitable  the  anomalies 
which  we  have  often  observed  when  votes  of 
confidence  have  been  discussed.  Under  the 
system  of  an  elective  Gbvemor  those  ano> 
malies  would  not  exist.  Honourable  gentle- 
men must  carry  the  idea  a  little  farther.  It 
is  not  merely  to  elect  a  Governor,  put  him 
in  the  Governor's  house,  and  surround  him 
with  State  and  make  him  imagine  that  he  is  it 
king.  The  Governor  elected  would  reaJly  be 
the  Executive :  he  would  naturally  appoint  his 
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own  secretaries;  and  probably  two  or  three 
seeretaries  would  be  found  sufficient  to  do  the 
whole  work  of  the  country.  There  are  sixty 
million  people  in  the  United  States,  and  there 
the  President,  with,  I  believe,  fewer  Ministers 
than  we  have  in  Kew  Zealand,  does  the  execu- 
tive work  of  the  country;  but  not  one  of  those 
gentlemen  has  a  seat  in  the  House.  I  do 
not  believe  there  are  seven  Ministers  in  the 
United  States  for  the  sixty  millions  of  people, 
and  those  Ministers  do  not  sit  in  the  House. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Legislature ; 
tiiey  are  the  officers  of  the  President.  Of 
course  he  does  not  appoint  them  without  their 
being  subsequently  approved  by  the  Senate. 
If  you  are  to  elect  your  Governor  you  must 
have  some  new  system  of  similar  check  over 
his  appointment  and  over  his  use  of  the  veto. 
You  would  then  get  rid  of  Responsible  Govern- 
ment. The  mere  election  of  the  Governor  is  a 
trifle  in  itself,  but  it  would  lead  to  the  greatest 
simplicity  and  the  greatest  economy  in  your 
mode  of  government.  Such  a  change  would 
make  an  enormous  difference.  We  should  then 
have  no  more  fights  in  this  House  to  put  a 
Government  in  or  to  put  a  Government  out. 
Did  ever  any  one  hear  of  a  Ministry  being  dis- 
placed in  the  United  States?  Did  any  one 
ever  hear  of  a  Ministry  being  displaced  in  any 
country  with  an  elected  head  ?  Ko  ;  all  this  is 
settled  once  every  four  years. 

An  Hon.  Member. — France. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  politics  of  France  change 
from  year  to  year.  But  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that  France  is  a  case  in  point.  The  President 
there  nominates  the  Executive  as  in  the  United 
States,  but  the  members  of  the  Executive 
have  seats  in  the  French  Legislature,  while  in 
America  they  have  not.  Just  imagine  the  way 
in  which  we  should  attend  to  the  business  of 
Uus  country  if  there  were  no  changing  of 
Ministers.  The  idea  may  seem  strange  at 
first,  but  we  should  get  used  to  it  after- 
wards. Lnagine,  for  example,  if  a  motion 
were  brought  down  asking  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  seriously  consider  the  question 
of  immediately  revising  the  tariS.  Supposing 
such  a  question  as  that  were  brought  down,  ib 
would  be  considered  in  this  House  on  its  merits. 
You  would  have  no  Government  to  possibly  get 
up  and  say,  "  This  is  a  question  of  confidence 
or  no-confidence,  and  you  shall  not  consider 
the  real  issue,  but  a  false  one  as  to  whether 
yoa  will  keep  us  on  these  benches  or  put  in 
others  to  take  our  place."  Do  we  not  see  that 
this  is  constantly  crossing  us  in  our  system  of 
Responsible  Government,  so  that  we  cannot  get 
questions  discussed  and  considered  on  their 
merits  and  in  regard  to  the  effect  they  will 
have  on  the  welfare  of  the  country  ? 

An  Hon.  ^Iembeb. — ^Tliat  is  because  of  a 
wont  of  honesty  on  the  part  of  honourable 
members. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  do  not  thmk  that  it  is  be- 
cause of  the  want  of  honesty.  Members  might 
honestly  think  that  by  displacing  a  Govern- 
ment, on  such  a  question  being  raised,  while 
they  were  doing  good  in  one  sense  they  would 
be  opening  the  door  to  greater  harm  in  another. 


I  have  pointed  out  what  has  struck  me  during 
the  debate  as  a  great  mistake.  No  one  wants 
to  elect  a  Sovereign ;  no  one  in  New  Zealand 
dreams  of  living  under  anything  but  the  British 
flag  and  the  British  Throne.  I  have  never  met 
any  person  who  even  thought  of  such  a  change, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  hard  to  find  one.  The 
Bill  proposes  that  we  should  have  an  elective 
head  of  the  Executive,  and,  of  course,  that 
would  be  only  the  beginning  of  a  very  great 
change,  and  that  change  would  be  accompanied 
by  other  checks  and  by  provisions  which  would 
give  ample  safeguards  against  abuse  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive.  As  has  been  said,  we 
are  not  without  experience.  We  have  had  ex- 
perience of  elective  Superintendents,  and  the 
one  great  drawback  in  the  provincial  system 
was  the  imitation  of  Responsible  Government 
set  up  in  it ;  just  as,  I  firmly  believe,  the  imita- 
tion of  Responsible  Government  we  have  in  this 
House  acts  as  a  great  drawback,  because  it  is 
foreign  to  our  condition,  it  is  only  an  imitation 
of  the  real  Responsible  Government  in  Eng- 
land. There  it  works  well :  here  it  is  a  dead 
failure,  and  I  believe  it  always  must  be.  One 
of  the  first  steps  towards  a  change  will  be  to 
provide  an  elected  Executive  without  seats  in 
the  House,  and  that  can  only  be  done  by 
having  an  elective  Governor. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  to  apologize  to 
the  House  for  not  being  in  my  place  when  this 
Bill  came  on.  I  was  absent  on  very  important 
business  which  I  had  been  charged  with,  and, 
I  confess,  I  did  think  that  I  should  be  able  to 
get  a  holiday  during  private  members'  busi- 
ness. I  thought  that  the  Bill  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Kumara,  as  usual, 
would  take  up  the  rest  of  the  evening.  Sir, 
I  caimot  but  re'gret  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  is  really  the  father  of  this  Bill  should 
have  thought  it  advisable,  in  a  special  session 
like  this,  to  come  down  and  take  up  the  time 
of  Parliament  with  the  consideration  of  this 
great  question.  It  is  a  question  which,  I  sub- 
mit, ought  to  come  before  us  as  the  question  of 
the  session,  if  we  are  going  to  deal  with  it,  and 
it  should  not  have  been  dragged  in  by  a  private 
member,  however  eminent,  in  a  session  when, 
I  submit,  we  have  already  more  work  than  we 
can  possibly  do,  and  which  work  the  country  has 
sent  us  here  in  a  special  manner  to  perform. 
I  venture  to  think  that  every  half- hour  we  are 
now  employed  on  this  Bill  is  a  waste  of  time, 
and  a  neglect  of  the  duty  which  the  country 
sent  us  here  to  perform.  Not  that  this  is  not 
a  great  and  vital  question :  I  say  it  is ;  but  I 
say  that  the  fault  of  Parliament  is  that  we 
are  never  content  with  doing  the  work  of  the 
day  on  the  day,  but  we  always  want  to  crowd 
into  one  session  or  one  day  more  legislation 
than  can  be  done  in  several  sessions  or  several 
days.  I  venture  to  think  that  that  is  at  the 
root  of  our  bad  legislation  and  of  our  careless 
legislation,  and  that  it  is  also  at  the  root  of 
many  of  the  difficulties  the  country  is  groaning 
under  at  the  present  time.  Exactly  the  same 
spirit  has  followed  us  in  our  public  works  :  we 
have  determined  to  do  in  one  year  what  ought 
to  have  taken  five,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  the 
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difficulties  under  which  we  are  suffering.  Now, 
with  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  it  is  before  us, 
we  are  bound  to  say  something  about  it.  I 
feel  very  strongly  as  to  nationality.  I  feel 
very  proud  of  being  a  New  -  Zealander,  for, 
although  not  bom  here,  I  have  been  longer 
in  the  country  than  most  New  •  Zealanders 
who  have  been  bom  here.  I  wa«  here  before 
the    Constitution,   so    that  I   think  I  have  a 

Eretty  good  claim  to  call  New  Zealand  my 
ome.  Well,  I  say,  let  us  then  look  at  it  as 
it  afiects  New  Zealand,  and  then  let  us  look 
at  it  as  it  affects  our  relation  to  the  Empire. 
What  is  the  proposition  ?  What  is  introduced 
to  us  is  a  complete  change  of  our  Con- 
stitution and  of  our  mode  of  conducting  our 
public  business.  I  submit  that  is  the  true 
meaning  of  it,  as  some  honourable  members 
have  toJken  upon  themselves  to  point  out ;  but 
we  were  not  told  so  in  the  speech  bringing  it 
down.  Wo  ought  to  have  had  resolutions  tra- 
versing tlie  whole  question,  and  to  have  had 
them  before  the  country.  The  election  of  a 
Governor  means  an  entire  revolution  in  the 
whole  mode  of  conducting  our  business,  and 
it  means  taking  us  out  as  it  were  from  British 
oommunities  generally  and  placing  us  in  the 
same  class  as  the  American  Republic.  That  is 
what  is  before  us,  and  I  shall  in  a  moment  or 
two  show  how,  I  think,  that  would  affect  us 
with  the  nation.  But  have  we  had  one  argu- 
ment advanced  that  should  induce  us  to  adopt 
the  American  system  of  government  by  an 
Executive  outside  of  Parliament?  Have  we 
had  a  single  aigument  advanced  that  should 
induce  us  to  suddenly  change  ?  No ;  nothing 
but  what,  if  I  may  do  it  without  disrespect, 
X  would  say  is  the  croaking  of  a  few  honour- 
able members.  I  submit  that  Besponsible 
Government  has  been  a  great  success.  You 
have  to  pay  for  the  liberty  and  the  know- 
ledge you  have;  there  is  no  royal  road; 
and  I  say  that  Besponsible  Government  has 
been  a  great  success  in  the  British  colonies 
throughout  the  world.  Whore  are  the  colonies 
that  have  risen  to  such  a  height  in  so  short 
a  time?  Where  are  the  colonies  that  have 
had  greater  freedom  or  have  minded  their  busi- 
ness better  or  in  a  more  satisfactory  way  ?  My 
wonder  is  not  that  we  have  done  so  badly,  as 
some  honourable  gentlemen  are  always  saying 
we  have  done,  but  that  we  have  done  as  we'll  as 
we  have.  And  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Pamell  talks  about  America  as  a  precedent, 
and  tells  us  that  her  five  Secretaries  do  the 
work  for  sixty  millions  of  people,  he  knows 
that  they  do  none  of  the  work  of  those  people 
in  the  sense  that  Ministers  in  a  Besponsible 
Government  do,  because  all  the  State  work  is 
done  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Well,  how, 
let  us  ask,  has  the  American  nation  advanced, 
and  is  it  so  much  better  in  its  morals  and 
general  character  than  the  British  nation  ?  Is 
it  so  markedly  better  than  we  that  we  should 
be  induced  to  make  this  change  in  the  British 
Empire  ?  I  atdmit  that  the  American  Constitu- 
tion ha3  answered  very  well  in  America.  For 
myself,  I  think  that  they  might  have  had  a 
better  form  of  government.  But,  while  we 
Major  Atkinson 


admit  that  it  has  answered  very  well  for  them^ 
nobody  can  deny  that  the  responsible  form  of 
govemment  has  answered  admirably  for  Eng- 
land. It  has  made. her  one  of  the  greatest 
nations  on  the  earth,  and  she  is  now  one  of  Hae 
freest  nations .  And,  notwithstanding  the  gnat 
freedom  there  is  in  America,  there  is  greater 
freedom  in  England  and  in  the  colonies,  for  we 
are  relieved,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  and  always 
have  been  relieved,  of  the  tyranny  of  the 
majorities.  And  now  when  we  are  told  that 
we  are  going  to  get  rid  of  this  curse  of  paztj 
govemment,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
holds  up  the  picture  of  a  Liegislatore  not  fight- 
ing as  to  who  should  be  in  the  Government, 
not  fighting  on  psurty  lines 

Mr.  MOSS. — If  the  honourable  gentleman 
refers  to  me,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  He  is 
not  correctly  interpreting  what  I  said.  I  said 
we  should  still  have  party  govemment,  bat 
that  the  object  of  party  govemment  would 
not  be  either  to  get  on  those  seats  or  to  stay 
on  them.    It  would  have  other  objects. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  doubt  they  would 
have  their  objects — the  object  of  keeping  all 
the  Civil  servants  in,  and  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  party  inside  this  House  and  giving 
them  effect  here.  You  will  find  that  in  Ame- 
rica the  party  fights  are  fifty  times  more  in- 
tense than  they  have  ever  been  in  this  Honse. 
The  great  difficulty  is  this :  that  in  America 
they  are  not  fighting  for  the  Govemment  of 
the  day.  That  is  fought  out  among  the  people 
in  the  country,  who  cannot  be  as  competent  as 
the  Legislature  itself  to  exercise  that  calm 
judgment  which  is  required  in  seeing  who  shall 
be  the  Government  of  the  day.  Then,  it  is 
said  that  they  have  a  stable  form  of  govem- 
ment under  the  American  form  of  Constitution ; 
but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  looks  into  the 
subject  he  will  find  that  Besponsible  Govern- 
ments have  lived  as  long  as  American  Govern- 
ments. It  is  quite  true  you  may  have  two  or 
three  changes  in  a  week,  and,  if  they  are  all 
added  together,  no  doubt  you  can  make  a  case 
that  Governments  do  not  stand  long ;  but  then 
they  are  shaken  in  the  bag  until  you  get  the 
right  ones  to  the  top.  History  shows  that 
Besponsible  Governments  in  the  colonies  and 
Mother-country  are  as  stable  and  able  to  cany 
their  policy  as  the  American  Executive  Govem- 
ment. I  say  that  it  is  infinitely  better  in  a 
new  country  to  have  the  power,  without  the 
turmoil  of  a  general  election,  to  determine  for 
the  people,  by  their  proper  representatives, 
whether  the  policy  that  is  being  carried  out  is 
a  policy  fit  for  the  country  at  the  time.  And 
we  have  that  power.  We  can  determine  im- 
mediately if  a  Ministry  have  lost  their  popu- 
larity— that  is  to  say,  if  they  are  pursuing  a 
policy  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  members  of  this  House,  is  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  Instead  of  having 
to  wait  for  three  years  to  turn  them  out,  we 
can  do  it  at  once.  We  see  often  that  the 
President  of  America  and  the  Legislatnrs 
are  of  different  parties,  and  that  the  people 
remain  in  this  position :  that  they  have  re- 
tumed  one  body  to  attempt  to  do  sometfaittg 
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vith  regard  to  which,  the  Preeidtot  is  deter- 
mined to  beat  them.  And  so  you  have  a  con- 
flict which  yoa  cannot  get  over  until  the 
general  election  comes  again.  I  say  that  those 
gentlemen  who  are  in  favour  of  this  change 
have  given  no  reason  for  it  whatever,  so  far  as 
we  are  locally  concerned.  I  say,  further,  that 
another  general  election  for  the  Government 
of  this  colony,  every  three,  four,  or  five  years — 
I  do  not  know  how  long  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  propose  they  should  be  elected  for, 
but  as  he  is  in  favour  of  triennial  Parliaments 
\%  would  no  doubt  be  for  three  years — I  say 
such  an  election  would  be  an  unfortunate  curse 
to  this  country.  The  waste  of  time,  the  waste 
of  labour,  and  the  ill  spirit  that  would  be  dis- 
seminated throughout  the  land  would  be  very 
great.  We  know  that  in  America  the  feelings 
which  the  Presidential  elections  give  rise  to  are 
most  intense,  and  here  we  should  divide  neigh- 
boor  against  neighbour  in  a  way  which,  in  my 
opinion,  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  morsd 
atmosphere  of  this  colony.  Surely  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  propose  such  a 
ehange  must  show  us  some  advantage  in  it. 
Does  America  compare  favourably  with  this 
colony  in  its  Government  ? 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.—Yes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then,  if  it  does,  let  the 
honourable  gentleman  give  us  some  evidence. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— We  have  thirty-four 
millions  of  debt.  If  America  had  mismanaged 
as  you  have,  it  would  have  had  three  thousand 
millions  of  debt. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  can  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  if  we  liked  to  sell  the 
estates  of  the  colony  which  belong  to  us  we 
could  get  out  of  debt  to-morrow.  If  we  were 
foolish  enough  to  abandon  our  railways  to  great 
companies  they  would  give  us  the  whole  of  our 
national  debt  for  them.— ("  Oh,  oh  I"). — I  know 
better,  and  a  very  good  bargain  they  would 
make. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  am  exceedingly  glad 
to  hear  it,  and  shall  move  that  they  be  sold. 

Major  ATKINSON.— And  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  came  up  here  the  very  next 
session  after  voting  for  their  sale,  he  would  vote 
for  a  proposal  to  buy  them  back  for  double  the 
money. 

An  Hon.  Meiebeb. — ^His  constituents  would 
not  send  him  back. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  his  constituents 
would  not  send  him  back  if  he  did  not  vote  for 
the  repurchase  of  the  railways.  Now,  it  is  all 
fery  well  to  say  that  the  English  Government 
is  expensive,  and  that  the  American  is  cheaper. 
It  is  so  apparently,  but  not  in  reality.  It  has 
been  well  said  that  there  are  two  forms  of  Go- 
vernment, the  American  and  the  Bnglish,  and 
that  they  are  just  as  expensive  one  as  the  other, 
in  this  way :  The  Americans  employ  one  man 
to  do  the  work,  and  get  what  perquisites  he 
can — and  thev  are  often  very  heavy — and  the 
English  employ  one  man  to  do  the  work  and 
two  to  see  that  he  does  it  honestly.  That 
make»  it  appear  to  be  much  more  expensive 
than  the  American;  but  if  anybody  looks  at 


the  enormous  amount  of  lobbying  that  is  per- 
petually going  on  in  the  Legislature 

An  Hon.  Member. — Swindling  1 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  do  not  use  such 
terms  here ;  but  if  honourable  members  look 
into  the  matter  they  will  find  that  what  I  have 
said  is  the  fact.  Under  the  English  system  it 
is  rendered  impossible  for  our  public  servants 
to  act  dishonestly.  I  say  nothing  of  their 
morality;  I  hope  they  will  always  be  proof 
against  temptation;  but  the  safeguajrds  that 
are  imposed  under  the  English  system  make 
that  system  appear  more  costly  than  the 
American.  Before  we  are  asked  to  debate 
this  great  change  we  ought  to  have  reasons 
given  to  us  and  to  the  country,  and  we  ought 
to  have  it  discussed  at  a  time  when  we 
feel  that  it  is  a  serious  question.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  is  not  a  single  man, 
except  the  honourable  gentleman  himself,  who 
is  now  looking  upon  this  as  a  serious  and  prac- 
tical question  which  we  are  going  to  deal  with 
in  a  practical  way.  We  cannot  possibly  do  it. 
We  know  the  business  we  have  been  sent  here 
to  do,  and  one  feels  that  we  ought  to  be  at  it 
instead  of  discussing  this  matter.  So  much 
for  how  it  will  altect  us.  Let  us  have  a  word 
or  two  now  with  regard  to  our  position  in  the 
nation.  It  has  been  said  by  some  honourable 
gentlemen  that  they  are  proud  of  New  Zea- 
land :  and  so  am  I.  They  say  they  hope  New 
Zealand  is  going  to  rise  to  be  a  great  nation. 
I  have  no  such  hope ;  but  I  hope  and  believe 
that  we  are  going  to  bo  an  important  part  of  a 
great  nation.  That  is  the  difference.  I  am 
proud  of  being  an  Englishmsm  as  well  as  a 
New-Zealander-  but,  if  I  had  to  choose  be- 
tween the  two,  I  should  choose  to  be  an  Eng- 
lishman rather  than  a  New-Zealander.  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  disintegration  of  the  colonies. 
I  believe  they  are  going  to  rise  as  great  por- 
tions of  a  great  nation ;  that  they  are  going  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  science  and  expand  ;  that 
they  are  not  going  to  disintegrate,  but  are  going 
to  draw  together  as  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth 
are  doing  at  the  present  time.  I  cannot  believe 
for  one  moment  that  we  are  going  to  separate ; 
and  I  believe  that  every  one  of  us  should  do* 
his  utmost  to  prevent  anything  that  might 
lead  to  separation  ;  and,  although  I  quite  con- 
ceive that  we  might  have  an  elected  Governor 
and  might  not  thereby  have  separation,  still  I 
say  that  if  we  adopted  such  a  proposal  we 
should  be  departing  from  the  custom  common 
to  the  English  race,  and  no  one  can  tell  what 
that  would  lead  to.  It  has  been  our  habit  to 
receive  the  Governor  and  have  what  we  call 
Responsible  Government.  We  are  told  that  we 
elected  the  Superintendents.  Yes,  we  did; 
but  what  did  this  House  do?  After  some 
twenty  years'  experience  it  said  they  were  a 
failure,  and  should  be  abolished. 

Mr.  MOSS.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Did  the  House  say  so 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  M  0  S  S. — ^T4io  honourable  gentleman 
knows  the  enormous  bribes  that  were  given  to 
the  various  districts  to  do  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  No ;   the  honourable 
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geotleman  may  know ;  I  do  not;.  I  know  this 
as  a  patent  fact :  that  this  House,  after  twenty 
years'  experience,  decided  that  they  must  be 
abolished. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— And  they  have  been  sorry 
for  it  ever  since. 

Major  ATKINSON.—So  I  have  heard,  but  I 
never  found  any  men  when  they  got  on  these 
benches  to  say  so  if  they  knew  anything  about 
the  government  of  the  country.  What  did  we 
find  the  Superintendents  doing  ?  We  find  that 
in  almost  every  case  they  got  an  Executive, 
Government  differences  arose  between  them, 
and  in  one  casa-the  Superintendent  shut  the 
offices  up  for  twelve  months,  and  spent  the 
money  as  he  liked,  and  this  House  had  to  pass 
an  Act  to  whitewash  him.  We  know  very  well 
that  there  was  perpetual  conflict  between  a 
Superintendent  and  his  Council  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  wo  know  that  if  by  any  chance 
a  President  in  America  has  not  got  a  majority 
in  both  Houses  perpetual  conflict  exists  there 
also.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  party  loses 
its  majority,  and  then  perpetual  conflict  endues. 
Now,  I  say,  before  we  are  asked  to  take  the 
lead  in  altering  what  has  been  the  universal 
custom  in  the  colonies,  and  under  which,  I  sub- 
mit, they  have  made  great  progress  —  before 
asking  us  to  change  this  custom,  good  and 
sufficient  reason  must  be  shown.  It  is  no 
reason  to  say  that  people  are  fit  for  this  change. 
There  are  plenty  of  men  in  this  colony  perhaps 
fitter  to  legislate  than  we  are,  but  they  do  not 
come.  We  are  here  to  do  it,  and  it  is  no  slur 
upon  us  to  say  that  we  are  not  prepared  to 
change  a  custom  which  has  been  universal  with 
our  race  up  to  the  present  time.  Before  we 
are  asked  to  effect  such  a  change  good  reason 
should  be  shown,  seeing  the  desire  there  is 
amongst  us  to  remain  a  part  of  the  Empire, 
and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  that  bind  us  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Financial  bonds. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Those  bonds  are  strong 
in  one  sense,  but  not  strong  enough  to  bind  us 
in  the  sense  I  imply.  We  must  have  some- 
thing better  and  deeper  than  financial  bonds 
do  that.  No  doubt,  as  an  Empire,  we  are 
in  a  low  state  of  organization  now.  We  know 
that  there  are  some  animals  which  in  their 
earlier  stages  are  almost  two  distinct  parts; 
but  as  their  organization  becomes  more  per- 
fect the  parts  become  one  —  it  is  a  perfect 
organism.  I  have  no  doubt  that  is  what  we 
are  gradually  growing  to  in  tlie  case  of  the 
Empii-e  j  and  I  say  that,  merely  on  this  ground, 
unless  we  have  overwhelming  evidence  that  we 
shall  have  a  special  advantage  in  other  direc- 
tions, we  shall  be  very  unwise  indeed  to  make 
such  an  alteration  as  is  now  proposed.  I  say 
especially  is  that  the  case  when  there  has  not 
been  a  single  argument  adduced  why  we  should 
make  the  alteration.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
about  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  how  nice  it 
would  be  for  a  mother  to  be  able  to  look  at  her 
child  and  say,  "  He  may  come  to  be  Governor." 
No  doubt  many  women  would  like  to  be  able 
to  look  at  their  children  in  that  way ;  but 
I  venture  to  think  that  a  mother's  ambition  in 
Major  Atkinson 


that  way  can  be  very  well  satisfied  now  Ijj  her 
saying  her  child  may  come  to  be  Premier  of 
New  Zealand.  Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  see 
this  Bill  not  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  siif  months,  but  withdrawn.  I  know 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
has  very  strong  feelings  about  it,  and  I  have  no 
wish  at  all  to  say  anything  against  the  Bill 
that  would  hurt  the  honourable  gentleman*g 
feelings,  knowing  as  I  do  that  he  thinks  this 
a  matter  of  great  constitutional  importance; 
but  I  cannot  believe  that,  in  present  circam- 
stances  and  after  the  arguments  that  have  been 
adduced,  the  House  can  entertain  this  Bill ;  and 
if  it  is  not  withdrawn  I,  for  one,  shall  feel  com- 
pelled to  vote  for  its  rejection. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Sir,  our  position  in  reference 
to  this  measure  has  been  greatly  misunder- 
stood by  the  House.  It  is  upon  that  point  I 
wish  first  to  speak.  We  are  told  that  we  have 
been  asking  for  something  which  we  ought  not 
to  ask  for.  We  are  told  tliat  to  a  certainty  if 
we  passed  this  measure  it  would  be  disallowed 
at  Homo.  Several  speakers  have  asserted  that ; 
and  on  what  grounds  ?  There  have  been  lione 
whatever  which  they  could  state.  Why,  the 
Imperial  Parliament  has  passed  an  Act  by 
which  power  has  been  given  to  us  to  enact  this 
measure.  The  very  first  duty  which  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  ought  to  have  performed  was  fto 
pass  a  law  saying  how  their  Governor  was  fto 
be  appointed — nominated  by  the  Crown  if  they 
liked  :  elected  by  the  people  if  they  liked.  Bat 
that  they  never  did  ;  and  does  this  House  be- 
lieve that  if  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain 
thought  that  we  might  desire  to  choose  the 
form  in  which  our  Governor  should  be  ap- 
pointed and  confided  to  us  the  power  of  so 
doing — if,  as  I  know,  many  of  them  did  be- 
lieve we  should  wish  to  elect  our  Governor,  do 
you  think  they  would  have  led  us  into  a  trap 
and  given  us  power  to  make  a  law  of  that  kind 
with  the  intention  of  disallowing  it  after  it 
went  Home  ?  No ;  it  is  impossible  that  they 
could  have  entertained  any  thought  of  the  kind, 
or  that  any  Ministry,  if  we  passed  an  Act  of  the 
sort,  would  dare  to  disallow  it.  I  have  heard 
that  some  honourable  members  in  this  House 
are  unwilling  to  lead  in  any  great  measure 
in  front  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  that 
this  is  one  reason  why  this  measure  should 
be  rejected  by  the  House.  I  do  not  think 
the  House  will  reject  it  for  such  a  reason 
at  all.  I  think,  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
wish  to  lead  in  all  that  is  right,  and  noble,  and 
good,  and  would  not  hesitate  if  the  thing  was 
just  and  .right  to  lead  in  the  very  van  with  a 
measure  of  this  sort.  Then,  I  say,  further,  that 
if  we  passed  this  Bill,  and  if  it  were  disallowed 
when  it  got  Home,  I  feel  firmly  convinced  that 
it  would  rouse  almost  every  British  colony, 
which  would  pass  a  similar  measure  for 
itself,  and  insist  on  the  admission  of  a  right 
to  all  which  had  been  denied  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  one.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken  told  us  repeatedly  that  which 
greatly  surprised  me :  he  said  that  this  form 
of  nominating  a  Governor  was  the  ancient 
practice  of  our  nation,  which  has  ever  prevailed, 
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and  he  asked,  Should  we  be  the  firsb  to  break 
through  the  ancient  practice?  It  never  was 
the  ancient  practice  of  the  Empire.  The 
ancient  practice  of  the  Empire  was  to  elect  its 
Qovemon.  That  was  done  in  the  American 
States — the  first  great  colonies  founded.  That 
18  a  matter  of  history.  Not  only  that,  but  re- 
cently we  have  had  a  company  in  Great  Britain 
appointing  the  Governor-General  of  India  and 
the  Governors  of  Presidencies.  Not  a  word 
was  raised  against  a  proceeding  of  that  kind. 
Did  that  sever  India  from  Great  Britain  ?  Not 
at  all,  but  it  joined  firmly  to  Great  Britain  our 
great  Indian  possessions.  Then,  now,  let  us 
look  at  the  matter  in  every  aspect  you  please. 
We  are  told  that  New  Zealand  has  risen  to 
great  prosperity  under  the  present  system.  I 
say  that  what  founded  the  prosperity  of  New 
Zealand  was  the  provincial  system,  when  every 
part  of  these  Islands  administered  its  local 
affairs  in  the  manner  it  thought  best  suited  to 
its  own  interests.  It  was  upon  that  founda- 
tion that  our  prosperity  was  built;  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  on  one  side  of 
the  House,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North  on  the  other  side  of  it  now, 
were  the  two  conspiixitors  against  that  system 
— ^they  who  now  oppose  this  Bill.  I  wondered 
when  I  saw  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
standing  up  and  asserting  what  he  did  in  re- 
ference to  the  prosperity  of  New  Zealand,  and, 
aiter  remembering  what  he  had  done,  I  said  to 
myself,  "  What  audacity  ! "  and  I  wondered  to 
what  lengths  his  audacity  would  carry  him. 
And  then  I  thought  of  the  other  night  when, 
without  our  ever  having  chosen  him  as  our 
Dictator,  he  told  us  he  was  a  Dictator,  that  he 
would  allow  us  no  voice  upon  the  manner  in 
which  our  funds  should  be  expended,  that  he 
would  give  no  explanations  upon  any  subjects 
which  nearly  concerned  the  interests  of  every 
individual  in  the  colony,  and  as  to  which  none 
of  ns  dare  again  face  our  constituents  without 
understanding  and  being  able  to  explain  those 
subjects  to  them.  Is  it  better  to  have  on 
elected  Governor,  or  an  elected  Dictator  who 
takes  that  stand  in  this  House  ?  I  appeal  to 
the  present,  and  what  is  passing  around  us. 
Honourable  members  all  know  that  I  mean 
nothing  in  reference  to  the  gentleman  who 
now  adLministers  the  government  of  this  colony. 
I  respect  him  in  the  highest  degree;  and  I 
should  even  have  hesitated  to  propose  this 
measure  if  I  did  not  know  that  he  would  truly 
interpret  my  motives  in  bringiug  this  forward. 
But  I  felt  the  other  night,  when  I  heard  that 
declaration  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont,  that  we  did  indeed  need  an  elected 
Governor — we  did  indeed  need  pome  friend 
elected  by  the  entire  population  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  that  we  ought  to  look  for  some  rock  of 
refuge ;  and  when  I  looked  around  I  could  not 
find  it  in  this  House  as  it  is  now  constituted, 
and  I  thought  to  myself  that  some  change  is 
truly  necessary:  and  I  believe  the  change  I 
propose  is  the  best  change  that  can  be  proposed. 
I  felt  that  in  everything:  and  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  sits  in  front  of  me  has  aided  me 
extremely  by  a  remark  he  made.    He  pointed 


out  that  the  present  Governor  of  New  Zealand 
was  nothing  but  a  name — a  fiction — and  I  felt 
it  was  true.  But  what  would  an  elected  Go- 
vernor be?  He  would  not  be  a  name  and  a 
fiction.  An  elected  Governor  would  be  held  in 
honour  and  veneration  by  the  whole  colony, 
and  would  be  looked  up  to  by  foreign  people 
outside  the  colony  as  a  man  chosen  by  a  great 
community.  Not  only  that,  but  to  the  whole 
colony  he  would  represent  a  possible  event.  I 
say  l^at  to  be  Premier  of  New  Zealand  is 
not  the  proper  limit  of  the  ambition  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  but  to  be  chosen  the 
ruler  of  the  country  for  a  time  —  chosen  by 
the  people  of  New  Zealand :  that  is  a  great, 
a  noble,  and  a  worthy  ambition,  which  might 
fall  to  the  lot  of  each  man.  That  is  some- 
thing which  would  arouse  every  family  in 
New  Zealand.  And  then  to  tell  me  that,  when 
a  mother  looks  at  her  child,  to  be  able  to 
think  that  he  may  be  a  future  Premier  of 
New  Zealand  should  well  satisfy  her  I  That 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a  sufficient  satis- 
faction. If,  indeed,  the  Premier  was  to  be 
dictator  and  absolute  ruler  for  the  time,  that 
might  be  thought  to  some  a  satisfaction ;  but  if 
he  was  not  a  chosen  dictator,  but  one  who  was 
imposing  himself  upon  the  country,  then,  in- 
deed, it  ought  not  to  be  an  object  of  ambition 
to  a  mother  to  see  her  son  Premier,  but  rather 
she  should  wish  to  see  him  scorn  to  hold  such  a 
position.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  told  that  I  have  no 
business  to  occupy  the  House  upon  this  subject. 
I  say  that  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  subjects ;  that 
this  time  of  our  distress  is  the  very  epoch  in 
which  it  should  be  brought  forward.  Now 
for  the  first  time  the  life  of  the  country  has 
been  stirred  into  political  action  more  than  I 
have  ever  seen  it.  Now  for  the  first  time 
a  man  has  a  chance  of  having  some  atten- 
tion given  to  any  proposal  which  he  makes ; 
and  why  was  such  an  opportunity  to  be  neg- 
lected? Now  for  the  first  time  we  have 
assembled  in  the  House  a  greater  amount  of 
the  youth  of  the  country  than  I  have  ever  pre- 
viously seen  here.  Is  not  that  a  time  and  a 
great  opportunity  for  bringing  sueh  a  thing 
forward  ?.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  have  chosen 
the  precise  moment  which  I  ought  to  have 
chosen  in  order  to  obtain  attention  to  the 
plan  which  I  wish  to  put  forward.  In  every 
way  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty.  Why 
should  I  not  propose  that  which  I  think  is  for 
the  good  of  the  country  ?  Honourable  gentle- 
men say  that  there  is  no  wish  in  the  country 
for  such  a  thing.  There  must  be  some  here 
present  in  the  House  who  have  heard  me 
speak  in  public  on  this  subject;  and  I  ask 
any  who  have  so  heard  me,  did  I  ever  pro- 
mise to  move  this  thing  without  raising  a 
storm  of  enthusiasm  in  those  meetings  ?  Such 
was  the  invariable  result,  and  I  do  not  won- 
der at  it.  What  pleasure  can  the  people 
have  in  knowing  that  the  Permanent  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment probably  nominates  every  Governor  in 
tlie  British  Empire?  This  is  the  custom  of 
the  Colonial  Office.  Why  should  we  allow 
other  persons  to  choose  our  Governors  ?    I  say, 
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leb  ns  keep  the  choice  in  our  own  hands. 
Then,  I  say  it  almost  with  repugnance,  but  it 
undoubtedly  is  a  fact,  that  we,  by  submitting 
to  tiiis  system,  are  enabling  the  Government  in 
England  to  influence— I  will  not  say  to  bribe, 
but  to  influence— votes  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment at  Home.  The  appointment  of  Gover- 
nors at  the  present  time  is  almost  the  only  way 
in  which  they  can  give  great  offices  to  those 
who  support  t^em  at  certain  times ;  and  I  think 
out  of  pity  to  our  own  countr3rmen  we  ought 
to  put  an  end  to  a  system  of  that  kind,  and  in 
no  way  can  we  put  an  end  to  it  that  I  can  see 
except  by  electmg  our  own  Governors.  And 
will  any  person  tell  me  that  he  believes  that 
the  effect  of  such  a  system  being  established 
would  not  in  every  part  of  New  Zealand  rouse 
men  to  a  just  and  legitimate  ambition  ?  How 
much  of  goodness  would  it  call  into  ezistenoe  1 
how  much  of  self-denial !  how  much  of  public 
service !  how  much  of  devotion  to  the  wishes 
ot  their  fellow-men  !  How  much  would  it  im- 
prove the  character  of  almost  every  part  of  New 
Zealand  if  it  were  known  that  such  a  great  prize 
was  open  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  country ! 
Is  it  no  small  thing  to  attain  an  end  of  that 
kind?  Is  it  no  small  thing  to  have  a  voice 
in  choosing  to  whom  you  will  submit  your  life, 
your  fortune,  everything  that  men  hold  dear  ? 
And  then  to  tell  us  that  the  colonies  have  suc- 
oeeded  better  than  any  other  nation  in  the 
world  I  I  am  sure  that  every  one  who  will  con- 
sider the  advance  that  the  United  States  have 
made  will  admit  that  they  have  surpassed  the 
advance  made  by  any  other  portion  of  the 
himian  race.  They  have  advanced  under  such 
a  system  as  I  speak  of:  choosing  their  own 
ruler.  I  believe  that  we  should  advance  far 
more  rapidly  under  that  system  than  under  the 
system  we  have  hitherto  adopted.  The  Bill 
contains,  I  think,  all  the  necessiury  provisions 
for  the  election  of  a  Governor ;  everything  that 
can  be  done  in  that  way  has  been  presented  to 
the  public.  It  could  pass  into  law  with  the 
greatest  facility.  I  believe  that  honourable 
gentlemen  will  yet  be  surprised  to-night  to  see 
many  will  go  into  the  lobbies  rather  than  reject 
the  measure  now  presented  here.  It  is  the  ^rst 
time  a  chance  has  been  given  to  them  of  going 
into  the  lobbies  on  a  measure  of  this  sort.  We 
shall  see  how  they  take  it.  We  shall  see  what 
effect  it  will  have  upon  the  House.  I  believe 
myself  that  the  effect  will  be  much  greater  than 
has  been  believed.  I  think  that  the  House  will 
feel  that  the  measure  has  not  been  fairly  treated 
by  the  Government.  There  were  various  ways 
of  meeting  it.  There  were  various  arguments 
which  might  have  been  adduced  against  it,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  was  fair  to  represent  me  as 
one  interfering  with  the  time  of  the  House  and 
the  business  of  the  nation — ^as  damaging  the 
session.  This  is  really,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
question  that  ever  came  before  this  House. 
For  my  part,  I  have  heard  no  single  argument 
adduced  against  it  that  has  produced  the  least 
effect  upon  my  own  mind.  We  have  been  told 
to  consider  our  position  as  a  nation — that  that 
is  an  argument  against  it.  We  are  told  that 
New  Zealand  can  never  become  a  nation.  I 
Sir  O.  Qrey 


believe  it  may  yet  become  one  of  the  greatest 
nations  in  the  world.  It  is  almost  as  laige 
as  England.  In  its  commencement  it  has 
had  everything  to  make  a  nation  —  wacs, 
tumults,  sufferings,  such  as  hardly  any  oliber 
people  has  undergone ;  troubles  of  which,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  has  borne  a 
most  honourable  part  himself.  We  have  had 
ever3rthing  that  can  discipline  men  to  make 
them  the  founders  of  a  nation.  It  has  soil, 
climate,  position — all  that  can  tend  to  make  it 
hereafter  a  really  considerable  nation.  And 
then  we  are  told  that  the  peoples  of  the  earth 
are  all  drawing  together;  and  the  meaning  of 
that  is,  we  are  to  look  on  the  Germans  and  the 
French,  I  suppose,  and  the  Italians,  all  coming 
into  separate  nations.  A  great  and  wonderful 
sight  1  But  what  is  that  to  the  sight  that  vro 
have  seen  here?  What  is  that  to  the  si^tit 
presented  in  the  Paciflo  Ocean  which  sur- 
rounds us  at  the  present  moment,  and  this 
great  nation  around  that  ocean,  which  leads 
us  on?  It  is  the  Anglo-Saxon  nation — the 
one  great  nation  that  is  drawing  from  all 
parts  of  the  earth  to  the  Paciflc  Ocean — it  is 
the  Anglo-Saxon  nation  which  is  turning  that 
ocean  into  a  great  inland  sea.  Was  ever  so 
great  a  nation  collected  together  before  ?  And 
what  is  the  prevailing  influence  now  amongst 
the  mass  of  that  Anglo-Saxon  nation?  They 
are  not  in  favour  of  such  a  federation  as  many 
honourable  gentlemen  spoke  of  to-night.  By 
no  means  do  they  look  to  that.  They  say  it  is 
perfect  independence  for  every  branch  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  forming  this  one  great  com- 
munity, not  federation  on  too  large  a  scale, 
that  they  look  upon  as  likely  to  lead  to  bad 
results,  but  to  a  thorough  understanding  be- 
tween every  portion  of  that  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
and  a  settlemei^t  of  all  differences  by  arbltra- 
tion  and  by  the  will  of  the  majority  fairly  ascer- 
tained. And  I  say  that  that  is  the  independence 
which  I  recommend  the  House  to  adopt :  inde- 
pendence upon  our  part  in  choosing  our  own 
Governor,  and  standing  forth  a  perfect  miit 
ourselves.  I  say  that  is  the  very  position  in 
which  it  is  wished  that  every  part  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  should  come ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
try  to  attain  that  position,  and  to  bear  an 
honourable  and  a  foremost  part  in  the  great 
and  mighty  movement  that  is  going  on.  What 
are  all  other  nations  to  us?  If  we,  that 
Anglo-Saxon  people,  stand  apart,  what  care  we 
for  Germany  or  for  France,  or  their  perpetual 
wars,  or  large  armaments  ?  We  need  no  vast 
armies,  no  combats  or  contests  about  bordezB 
and  about  redistribution  of  territory.  We  have 
no  nations  with  foreign  languages  to  breed 
ridicule  one  against  the  othet,  so  that  bad 
feeling  grows  up  between  them.  One  tongae, 
one  set  of  laws,  one  set  of  aspirations! 
Why,  what  hopes  are  before  us  1  Why  should 
we  hesitate  to  make  the  first  steps  which 
would  lead  us  into  a  great  confederacy  of  that 
kind,  and  now  in  this  part  of  the  world  to  say 
that  we  claim  to  be  made  a  perfect  unit — ^not 
striving  to  separate  ourselves  from  England, 
remaining  attached  to  it  in  heart  and  soul,  sad 
with  all  sympathy,  but  wishing  to  choose  who 
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our  mlor  shall  be  from  amongst  ourselves,  sub- 
mitting our  laws  still  to  the  English  Parliament 
lor  ItB  consideration,  sending  Siem  all  Home, 
not  desiring  even  legislative  independence  at 
the  present  time,  aslang  solely  to  choose  who 
shall  administer  the  government  of  the  State, 
whom  we  shall  look  upon  as  our  great  man  in 
this  country,  and  to  let  that  great  man  be  the 
one  who  has  shown  his  worthiness  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  whose  name  may  hereafter  be 
known  in  every  part  of  it,  and  whom  all  men 
may  look  up  to  as  their  own  chosen  representa- 
tive, and  with  pride  say,  "  I  helped  to  put  that 
individual  in  the  high  position  he  occupies.  I 
will  strive  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  duties 
well,  and  when  I  replace  him  I  will  strive 
still  to  get  as  good  a  man  as  himself  to  put 
in  the  position  he  occupies."  What  is  there 
unseemly,  what  is  there  wrong,  what  is  there 
unworthy  in  our  indulging  aspirations  of  that 
kind?  I  ought  to  answer  another  objection 
that  has  been  made.  We  are  told,  as  a  proof 
of  the  evils  of  the  provincial  system,  that  no 
Government  has  attempted  to  restore  the  pro- 
vinces. Why,  what  a  tiro  in  politics  any 
person  must  be  who  puts  that  forward  as  any 
solid  argument !  Did  any  nation  ever  make  a 
retrograde  step?  Can  any  one  show  me  an 
abandoned  form  of  government  ever  gone  back 
to  ?    It  is  an  impossibility. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — France  has  gone  back 
from  the  Empire  to  the  Bepublio. 

Sir  G.  GREY.—For  how  long  ?  Show  me  a 
persistent  instance  of  the  kind.  France  is  still 
in  agitation.  I  might  as  well  be  told  that  there 
were  to  be  no  earthquakes  upon  earth  as  that 
there  were  to  be  no  disturbances  in  France  for 
a  time.  And  no  form  of  stable  government  is 
yet  set  up  in  France.  Look  at  New  Zealand. 
Did  the  man  who  destroyed  the  provinces  set  up 
any  plan  of  government  which  he  had  prepared 
to  take  their  place  ?  All  he  did  was  to  leave  us 
masettled,  as  we  are  at  the  present  moment. 
What  form  of  local  government  has  he  given 
ns?  What  solid  government  has  taken  the 
place  of  that  which  was  in  existence  ?  I  say 
that  we  ourselves  have  been  in  a  state  of  change 
ever  since,  and  now  I  try  to  lead  you  into  a 
firm,  new  territory.  Let  us  commence  in  this 
manner :  I  led  you  into  the  provincial  system, 
and  it  was  a  perfect  success.  That  was  de- 
stroyed. Now  let  me  lead  you  into  another 
perfect  success.  Let  us  put  our  whole  system 
npon  a  new  basis  such  as  I  suggest,  and  I  say 
that  it  will  lead  you  into  greater  prosperity. 
We  have  never  Imown  what  may  be  called 
settled  government  since  the  provinces  were 
destroyed.  There  are  Boad  Boards,  and  County 
Councils,  and  Land  Boards,  and  Education 
Bockrds,  and  every  form  of  government  that 
can  be  conceived ;  but  nothing  stable  and 
nothing  certain.  Why,  you  have  not  a  Civil 
Service  as  it  should  be.  It  is  split  and  shattered 
in  every  direction.  There  is  no  connection  in 
it,  no  fairness  in  it.  I  say  none.  You  have, 
first  of  all,  great  offices  down  there  and  a  so- 
called  Civil  Service;  and  then  outside  you 
have  a  great  exoresoenoe,  your  Insurance  De- 
partment ;  and  then  yon  have  your  legislative 


Department,  all  administered  by  separate  per- 
sons, all  unfair  to  the  whole  scheme.  Why,  if 
you  had  one  great  Civil  Service  under  such  a 
system  as  I  speak  of,  you  would  have  fair  and 
far  lower  salaries  in  your  Insurance  Depart- 
ment. You  would  afford  fair  openings  to  your 
Civil  servants,  conferring  a  great  boon  upon 
them,  instead  of  men  being  shoved  into  the 
offices  in  a  most  unfair  manner,  and  at  larger 
salaries  than  they  ought  to  receive.  Then, 
again,  you  have  your  Legislative  Department. 
If  the  offices  in  this  House  were  open  to  the 
Civil  Service  what  great  chances  you  would 
give  to  men,  and  how  you  would  bring  the 
Civil  Service  into  touch  with  the  country! 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  do  that,  instead  of 
robbing  them  of  fair  chances  of  success  ?  So  I 
could  follow  the  matter  through  in^  all  depart- 
ments. Then,  under  such  a  system  as  I  speak 
of  you  could  train  men  for  the  public  service. 
Why,  if  you  have  Responsible  Government,  have 
have  you  hesitated  to  carry  out  the  English 
system  of  paid  Under-Secretaries  as  heads  of 
departments — members  of  this  House,  training 
themselves  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Civil  Service 
of  the  country,  and  letting  the  Government  have 
a  fair  chance  of  winning  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  the  country  by  civility  in  answers 
to  correspondence,  and  by  removing  causes  of 
complaint  ?  There  is  no  control  over  the  style 
of  letters  written ;  there  is  no  control  over  the 
time  in  which  complaints  shall  be  answered 
and  attended  to ;  there  is  none  of  that  watch- 
ful care  which  would  take  place  if  you  had 
Under-Secretaries  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ments sitting  in  this  House,  and  who  knew  that 
the  welfare  of  their  friends  in  the  House  de- 
pended upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Civil 
Service  was  conducted.  That  would  bring  the 
whole  of  the  Government  into  contact  and 
touch  with  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  But 
what  proposal  is  there  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  time  to  make  any  arrange- 
ment of  that  sort  ?  I  say  to  the  House,  look  to 
these  matters.  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  I 
ask  honourable  members  not  to  ignore  these 
questions ;  not  to  shelve  this  measure ;  not  to 
say  that  it  is  of  no  value,  and  that  they  will 
not  entertain  it ;  but  fairly  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  express  their  opinions  as  to 
whether  their  countiymen  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  choose  their  own  Governors.  If  they 
do  say  that,  they  will  confer  a  boon  on  New 
Zealand,  and  open  a  legitimate  object  of 
ambition  to  every  mem,  and  we  shall  take 
the  first  step  towards  establishing  a  form  of 
government  upon  a  stable  basis,  such  as  we 
formerly  had,  and  no  longer  drift  from  point  to 
point,  the  Government  depending  for  its  exist- 
ence upon  conceding  privileges  to  certain  dis- 
tricts in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Lot  the 
Gbvemment  rest  upon  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  not  only  upon  voices  from  isolated 
portions  taken  from  it.  I  ask  you  to  join  in 
passing  a  great  and  good  measure,  in  leading 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  this  portion  of  the 
world  in  the  course  which  they  are  pursuing. 
Let  us  not  be  afraid.  Let  us  lead  in  what  is 
great  and  what  is  good,  and  what  is  for  the 
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welfare  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies,  secaring 
for  ourselves  the  power  of  choosing  who  our 
Grovernor  shall  be. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  charged  me  with  not  treating  him 
fairly ;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  brought  forwsbrd  this  Sill  did 
me  the  honour  of  coming  to  mo,  before  it  was 
brought  on,  and  asking  me  what  course  the 
Government  intended  to  pursue.  I  said,  speak- 
ing for  the  Grovernment,  that  he  had  better 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  and  make 
his  speech,  but  that  I  would  suggest  that  he 
should  then  ask  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  Bill, 
as  I  thought  th^t  would  be  the  proper  course, 
and  I  thought  that  the  House  woul^  consent 
to  that. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No,  no. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  only  saying  what 
I  think,  and  I  say  it  because  I  understood  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  found  fault  with  me  for  a  want  of 
courtesy. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  found  no  fault  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  except  as  to  his  speech. 
The  House  must  not  misunderstand  the  mat- 
ter. I  am  not  the  honourable  member  by 
whom  this  motion  was  made  and  to  whom  the 
Premier  alludes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man m  charge  of  the  Bill  told  me  that  he  was 
going  to  consult  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  thought  he  would  be  informed  of 
what  had  taken  place. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central— to  whose  eloquent  language 
all  of  us  must  have  listened  with  pleasure, 
although  we  may  greatly  dissent  from  the 
opinions  he  has  expressed — told  us  that  he  had 
brought  this  question  forward  on  many  occa- 
sions, and  had  never  done  so  without  having 
aroused  a  storm  of  enthusiasm  in  its  favour. 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  mistaken  as  to  the  character  of  the 
feeling  which  his  speeches  on  this  subject  have 
evoked.  No  doubt  his  glowing  eloquence  so 
roused  tjhe  imaginations  and  touched  the  feel- 
ings of  his  hearers  on  some  of  the  occasions  on 
which  he  has  discussed  this  question  as  to 
induce  them  to  greet  him  with  enthusiastic 
cheers,  but  that  is  not  the  kind  of  enthusiasm 
which  will  carry  a  measure  of  this  sort  into 
practical  effect.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
result  upon  those  occasions  has  been  this : 
that,  although  he  has  pleased  the  ears  of  his 
audience,  he  has  not  convinced  their  reason. 
Sir,  his  words  are  eloquent  words,  but  they 
ore  not  words  of  wisdom.  I  am  glad,  there- 
fore, that  we  have  had  an  adjournment, 
and  that  the  young  members  who  have  not 
become,  I  may  say,  hardened  to  the  seduc- 
tive language  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
may  have  had  a  little  time  to  recover  from  the 
feelings  which  his  language  may  have  evoked. 
I  have  notes  of  a  few  of  tifie  points  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  made .  He  asserted — ^the 
subject  is  not  perhaps  immediately  connected 
with  this  question;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  allowed  to  bring  it  forward  as  an 
Sir  O,  Qrey 


argument — that  Provincialism  was  the  foondft- 
tion  of  the  prosperity  of  New  Zealand,  and 
gloried  in  the  fact  that  he,  as  Governor  of  tha 
colony,  had  led  the  colony  into  it.  He  made  a 
slight  mistake.  He  let  the  colony  into  Pro- 
vincialism. I  assert  that  it  is  the  undoubted 
opinion  of  the  ablest  and  wisest  and  most 
patriotic  men  who  have  helped  to  govern  this 
colony  in  times  past,  who  helped  to  govern 
New  Zealand  at  the  time  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Constitution  Act,  that  the  manner  in 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  introdaced 
the  Constitution  Act,  and  brought  the  provinces 
into  existence  before  the  General  Assembly  had 
an  opportunity  of  regulating  their  powers  and 
finances,  caused  much  of  the  trouble  which 
occurred  subsequently,  and  that,  in  doing  that, 
he  did  not  do  a  great  good  but  a  great  wrong 
to  the  colony.  I  regret  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace,  who  is  very  enthusiastic 
on  the  opposite  side  of  this  question,  should 
express  his  disapproval ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  older  politicians 
of  New  Zealand  will  agree  that  the  hononr- 
able  member  for  Auckland  Central  did  in- 
finite mischief  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
introduced  the  Constitution  Act.  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  under  provincial  institutioDB 
this  colony  developed  very  rapidly  and  became 
a  great  country.  That  is  perfectly  true ;  but 
it  wsbs  not  chiefly  due  to  the  existence  of 
provincial  institutions.  It  was  to  the  enter- 
prise, energy,  and  thrift  of  the  early  settlers 
that  this  colony  owes  the  position  it  has  at- 
tained. And  I  go  further  and  say— ^dthough 
I  shall  hurt  the  susceptibilities  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wallace  —  that 
there  is  another  system  which  has  developed 
the  resources  of  this  country,  increased  its 
population,  and  increased  its  wealth ;  and  that 
IS  the  public  works  policy — a  system,  thou^ 
not  carried  out  wisely  or  well,  to  which  we 
are  greatly  indebted.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man then  went  on  to  contend  that  the  General 
Assembly  by  abolishing  provincial  institutions 
had  landed  us  in  our  present  difficulties,  led 
by  the  honourable  members  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  —  that  Ministers  had  struck  a 
great  blow  at  local  institutions.  But  in  the 
very  next  breath  he  mentions  Itoad  Boards, 
Education  Boards,  County  Councils,  and 
others.  What,  I  ask,  are  these  institutions 
but  the  essence  of  local  government?  They 
bring  government  home  to  our  own  doors. 
They  enable  people,  without  leaving  their 
homes,  to  attend  to  local  wants,  of  which 
they  must  necessarily  be  the  best  judges ;  ami 
I  venture  to  think  that  they  are  better  institu- 
tions than  the  Provincial  Governments  would 
or  could  have  been  if  they  had  existed  to  the 
present  day.  What  is  it  that  educates  our 
people  in  the  art  of  self-government?  Is  it 
not  their  taking  part  in  these  local  institu- 
tions ?  It  is  this  which  trains  them  to 
manage  local  affairs  first,  and  qualifies  them. 
for  acting  on  a  larger  stage  thereafter.  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  went  on  to  com- 
plain of  certain  ill-deeds  of  which  this  Govern- 
ment had  been  guilty,  and,  amongst  others. 
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he  said,  in  alluding  to  the  great  huilding  across 
the  road,  in  ^hich  there  is  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  Civil  servants,  that  the  patronage 
el  this  colony  had  been  greatly  misused, 
and  that  strangers  had  been  brought  in  and 
placed  in  high  positions  at  large  salaries  over 
the  heads  of  old  Civil  servants.  We  all  know 
to  what  particular  appointment  he  alluded. 
He  alluded  to  the  present  head  of  the  Insurance 
Department.  Will  the  young  members  of  this 
House  believe  that  this  appointment  was  made 
by  the  Government  of  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  was  the  head !  I  ask 
honourable  members  to  bear  these  things  in 
mind.  Then  he  told  ns  that  the  Premier  has 
imposed  himself  as  a  Dictator  upon  the  House, 
and  in  the  same  breath  he  told  us  that  never 
at  any  time  had  there  been  throughout  the 
country  more  earnest  political  agitation  than 
now  exists.  Now,  the  result  of  that  great  fer- 
mentation of  the  public  mind  is,  that  we  are 
hero  as  representatives,  and  as  a  further  result 
my  honourable  friend  the  Premier  is  on  the 
Qovemment  bench:  the  honourable  member 
ior  Auckland  Central  helped  to  put  him  there. 
He  complains  that  the  Premier  has  imposed 
himself  on  the  House ;  but  the  fact  is  that,  if 
anybody  imposed  him  on  the  House,  it  was  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central.  I 
will  notice  one  other  point  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech.  He  is  very  clever  at  find- 
ing faults,  and  he  found  fault  with  the  present 
system  of  appointing  Governors  of  colonies. 
He  said  it  was  perfectly  notorious  that  they 
were  appointed  by  the  Under-Secretaries  in  the 
Colonial  Office.  He  ought  to  know,  of  course, 
hecause  he  was  appointed  himself  several  times. 
But  then  he  went  on  to  say  that  these  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  the  English  Government 
as  rewards  for  services  in  Parliament.  If  that 
be  the  case,  surely  they  cannot  be  made  by  the 
Under-Secretaries.  I  now  come  to  the  real 
question  at  issue  this  evening.  The  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  the  Governor  of  a  colony 
at  present  is  only  a  name,  but  that  an  elected 
Governor  would  be  more  than  a  name.  I  agree 
with  bim.  It  is  also  true  that  the  election  of 
Governor  cannot  be  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  a  novelty,  for  under  the  American 
colonial  Constitutions,  as  they  existed  two 
hundred  years  ago,  Governors  were  elected ;  but 
things  were  very  diHerent  from  what  they  are 
now.  There  was  a  different  sort  of  govern- 
ment and  a  very  different  franchise.  That  is 
not  the  question.  The  question  is,  whether, 
in  the  present  day,  with  our  franchise  and  our 
circumstances,  the  system  of  elective  Governors 
would  give  us  more  freedom  and  more  prosperity 
than  government  by  my  honourable  friends  on 
the  Govemmont  benches.  In  the  old  days  to 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
alluded  the  Governor  governed.  They  had 
no  universal  suffrage,  they  had  no  triennial 
Parliaments  then.  I  do  not  say  that  abso- 
lute authority,  but  very  large  authority  rested 
in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  in  those  days; 
no  S3r8tem  of  government  could  work  without 
great  friction  that  does  not  leave  authority 
either  in  the  hands  of  Responsible  Ministers  or 


in  the  hands  of  the  Governor.  I  indorse  one  ex- 
pression which  has  been  used  more  than  once, 
and  which  I  cannot  help  repeating :  if  we  want 
real  control  of  the  Government  by  the  people 
we  should  be  committing  a  suicidal  act  if  we 
were  to  elect  our  Governors.  The  people  now, 
through  their  representatives  in  Parliament, 
have  not  only  the  power  of  appointing  those 
who  are  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  colony, 
but,  if  they  find,  after  any  trial  they  like,  that 
those  gentlemen  are  not  administering  our 
affairs  in  the  way  they  ought  to  administer 
them,  or  as  the  people  expected  them  to  ad- 
minister them,  the  people  are  not  bound  to 
keep  them  in  ofi&ce  for  three  or  four  years,  with 
the  power  of  continuing  to  maladminister  their 
affairs  for  that  time  ;  they  can  get  rid  of  them 
in  three  or  four  weeks. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— -That  all  depends  on  the 
Governor. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Of  course  it  does ;  but  can 
the  honourable  gentleman  point  to  a  single 
occasion  in  this  colony  where  the  Governor  has 
refused  to  change  the  Government  when  the 
people  desired  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Major  ATKINSON.— When  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  1879. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Governor  granted 
a  dissolution  then. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Yes ;  but  on  most  insulting 
terms. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  will  not  dispute  on  what 
terms;  he  granted  the  dissolution,  and  the 
people  got  rid  of  the  Government  of  whom 
they  did  not  approve.  The  people  got  tired  of 
their  administration,  and  got  rid  of  them,  and 
they  have  never  been  in  office  since.  The  pro- 
position before  us  reminds  me  very  much  of 
the  fable  of  the  frogs  who  were  dissatisfied 
because  the  king  given  to  them  wa&a  log.  They 
asked  for  something  more  ornamental  and 
active,  and  they  got  a  stork  as  king.  I  think 
the  disastrous  result  of  that  political  revolution 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  us.  With  regard  to 
the  Bill  itself  now  before  us,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  listened  attentively  to  every  speech  on 
the  subject,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one 
single  word  worth  calling  an  argument  has 
been  brought  forward  in  favour  of  the  proposal. 
We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again — and 
it  is  the  only  thing  at  all  in  the  shape  of  an 
argiunent — that  this  scheme  would  open  the 
highest  position  in  the  colony  to  those  who 
have  not  been  bom  in  the  purple.  New  Zealand 
is  the  last  place  where  such  an  argument  should 
be  brought  forward.  I  can  mention  two  colo- 
nists who  have  risen  to  be  Governors.  One  of 
them  commenced  life  as  a  cadet  on  a  sheep- 
station  next  to  me,  and  rose  to  be  Governor 
of  Western  Australia;  another  New  Zealand 
colonist  is  now  Governor  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments. It  is  net  at  all  necessary  that  a  man 
should  be  bom  in  the  purple  to  be  appointed 
Governor  now.  It  is  true  that  sometimes  noble- 
men have  been  appointed,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  good  practice ;  but  in  five  cases  out  of 
six  it  is  men  who  have  worked  their  way  up 
from  the  lowest  position  in  the  service  who  now 
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hold  that  office.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  was  not  bom  in  the  purple ; 
Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  commenced  life  as  an 
ensign  in  a  marching  regiment ;  and  our  pre- 
sent Governor  has  worked  his  way  up  from  a 
junior  position  in  his  profession.  The  only 
Governor  we  have  had  who  was  bom  in  the 
purple  was  the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  was  purple  of  a  very  thin 
character. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Sir  George  Bowen  ? 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Sir  George  Bowen  was  a 
schoolmaster.  I  have  heard  no  reason  in 
favour  of  the  proposed  change.  I  think,  on  the 
contrary,  there  are  abundant  arguments  against 
it.  One  is,  if  we  are  to  retain  our  present 
system  of  Besponsible  Government — and  I  have 
not  heard  any  gentleman  attempt  to  show  how 
any  other  system  would  work  in  the  colony — if 
we  are  to  retain  that  system  it  is  most  desirable 
that  the  head  of  the  Government  should  be  a 
man  outside  of  party,  that  he  should  not  be 
dependent  on  pstrty,  but  should  be  able  to 
hold  the  balance  fairly  between  parties  on  all 
occasions.  I  think  that  our  Governors  have 
done  that.  If  he  is  to  be  an  elective  Governor 
he  must  of  necessity  be  a  party  man,  he 
must  owe  his  election  to  party  organization. 
He  would  have  great  powers,  and  these  powers 
might  bo  used,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony 
as  a  whole,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  to  which  he  is  indebted 
for  his  elevation.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  happened 
to  be  in  the  States  during  the  last  Presidential 
election:  if  the  honourable  member  could 
have  been  there  and  have  seen  the  extent  to 
which  that  event  absorbed  the  public  mind,  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  which  it  caused 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — My  honourable  friend  knows 
very  little  about  it.  As  a  feature  of  the  system 
I  may  mention  that  I  was  shown  over  the  City 
of  Washington  by  a  Civil  servant.  During  our 
conversation  I  said,  "  I  am  told  that  the  Civil 
servants  are  bound  to  contribute  to  the  election 
expenses  of  the  party  in  power."  He  said,  *'  We 
have  been  called  on  three  times  to  subscribe  to 
the  election  expenses  of  the  party  in  power." 
I  asked,  **  If  you  refuse,  what  may  happen?  " 
He  said,  **  If  the  party  in  power  return  to 
office  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  an  excuse 
is  found  for  getting  rid  of  us."  Those  are  the 
results  of  an  elective  President  in  the  United 
States.  We  know  that  in  our  case  the  Go- 
yemor  endeavours  to  hold  the  balance  fairly 
between  both  parties ;  but  if  he  were  an  elected 
Governor  he  must  endeavour  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longed. I  say  that  there  cannot  be  the  least 
possible  doubt  that  an  elected  Governor  would 
exercise  his  power  on  all  possible  occasions 
in  the  interest  of  his  party.  The  experience  we 
have  had  of  the  provincial  system  of  govern- 
ment must  satisfy  anybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  matter  that  not  only  one 
but  nearly  every  Provincial  Government  was 
brought  nearly  to  a  dead-lock  by  the  existence 
of  such  a  system  as  is  now  suggested  should 
Sir  J.  Hall 


be  adopted  in  reference  to  the  Governor.  One 
speaker  has  said  that  this  is  proposed  with  no 
feeling  of  disloyalty  to  the  Empire ;  and  I  quite 
believe  it.  I,  nevertheless,  say  that  it  would 
certainly  weaken  our  connection  with  tb» 
Mother-country.  Some  reasons  have  alreedj 
been  given  for  this.  I  will  give  another.  The 
Governor  of  the  colony  is  not  only  called  upoii 
to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  but  to 
protect  Imperial  interests  as  well.  It  migbt 
happen  that  the  Imperial  Government  might 
be  involved  in  difficulty  by  imprudent  action  an. 
the  part  of  the  Governor  of  this  colony,  and 
that  serious  international  difficulties  might 
arise  from  this  cause — for  instance,  dealing 
improperly  with  foreign  men-of-war  coming  to 
our  harbours  to  recruit.  So  long  as  the  Im- 
perial Government  retain  the  appointment  of 
the  Governor  they  can  guard  against  such  diffi- 
culties ;  and  if  the  Governor  disregarded  his 
instructions  he  would  very  soon  be  removed 
by  the  Imperial  Government.  If  we  had  an 
elected  Governor  the  Imperial  Government 
would  have  no  control  over  an  officer  who 
might  involve  them  in  national  difficulties* 
and  it  would  soon  become  a  question  with 
them  whether  they  would  retain  their  conneo- 
tion  with  the  colony.  But  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  longer.  I  will  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, I  believe  it  is  a  wise  custom  of  our  laee, 
and  one  which  has  helped  to  the  successful 
working  of  free  institutions  in  the  Mother^ 
country,  that  English  people  are  not  ready 
to  discard  time-honoured  institutions  unless 
they  are  convinced  that  they  are  no  longer 
needed.  I  ask  this  House  to  act  upon  that 
principle,  and  not  to  rush  into  proposals  for 
which  no  good  reasons  have  been  shown,  and 
not  to  interfere  with  institutions  which  so  far 
have  worked  exceedingly  well. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment,  as  I  am  told  it  will  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  my  friends  to 
take  a  vote — ^Aye  or  No— on  the  Bill  itself. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TANNER.  — I  should  not  yentura  to 
make  any  remarks  on  this  subject  had  it  not 
been  for  the  statement  of  the  Premier,  that 
there  was  no  time  to  do  any  more  busi- 
ness to-night.  That,  however,  would  not  have 
drawn  me  out  had  it  not  been  for  a  remark 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  reference  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell,  which 
shows  that  there  is  an  apparent  conflict  of 
opinion  between  the  honourable  member  who 
has  brought  forward  this  Bill  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Parnell,  who  has  so  strongly 
supported  it.  The  honourable  member  men- 
tioned the  system  of  America.  I  was  there 
some  time  ago,  and  I  inquired  into  the  Civil 
Service  system  in  operation  there.  Seeing  that 
the  cost  of  living  was  great,  I  inquired  how 
the  Civil  servants  mauG^ed  to  live  so  com- 
fortably as  they  appeared  to  do  on  such  small 
salaries.  This  question  was  addressed  to  ia 
relative  of  General  Sherman,  who  was  stay- 
ing at  the  Palace  Hotel.  He  said,  "Civil 
servants  only  look  upon  their  saJiaries  as 
something  nominal ;  they  make  them  up  by 
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bribery  and  cozraption."  He  also  said  thU 
was  resorted  to  by  every  member  of  the  Civil 
Service,  from  the  President  to  the  post-boy. 
He  gave  an  instance  of  it.  The  President  is 
really  the  Executive  Minister  of  the  country. 
He  is  the  one  who  receives  tenders,  and,  if  a 
large  work  is  to  be  done,  the  tenderers,  when 
they  send  in  their  tenders,  accompany  them 
with  a  cheque.  The  President  puts  these 
cheques  in  his  pocket,  and,  as  a  rule,  gives  the 
contract  to  the  tenderer  who  gives  him  the 
largest  cheque.  Now,  is  that  the  system  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  wants  to 
see  introduced  here  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Does  the  President  send 
the  other  cheques  back  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.  — No,  he  pockets  them.  I 
asked  how  the  disappointed  tenderers  took 
this  sort  of  treatment,  and  he  said  they  made 
no  remonstrance,  that  it  was  an  understood 
thing,  and  they  made  no  objection,  because,  if 
they  did,  they  stood  no  chance  of  getting  any 
other  contract.  The  President's  salary  was 
about  £7,000;  but  he  expected  to  make  it, 
before  he  went  out  of  office,  up  to  £25,000. 
That  was  the  result  of  the  system  which  ran 
through  the  Civil  Service  of  America.  If  a 
system  of  that  kind  were  introduced  here,  cor- 
ruption would  creep  in.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  puts  our  Besponsible  Governmont 
to  ridicule,  and  he  spoke  of  it  as  being  a  great 
injury  to  the  country.  Now,  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  system  of  Besponsible  Government, 
although  it  has  its  evils,  is  a  check  on  any 
impropriety  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
placed  in  office.  I  admit  that  sometimes 
there  may  be  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
Ministers  to  indulge  in  unauthorised  expendi- 
ture. At  the  same  time,  there  is  a  safeguard  in 
the  shajM  of  the  Opposition,  who  are  always 
watching  carefully  to  prevent  a  Ministry  from 
doing  anything  beyond  what  Parliament  autho- 
rises them  to  do,  and  see  that  they  carry  out  the 
will  of  Parliament.  The  President  carries  out 
his  own  will,  and  has  his  own  way,  and  is  not 
responsible  to  the  Legislature.  I  for  one  do 
not  desire  to  see  a  change  in  that  direction. 
There  is  a  conflict  of  opinion  between  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  this  Bill 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Parnell,  who 
said  that  the  President  or  elected  Governor 
would  have  the  entire  management  and  control, 
and  that  Bills  would  be  passed  by  the  House, 
and  receive  his  assent,  which  would  be  final. 
But,  Sir,  what  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  tell  us  ?  He  told  us  that  it 
would  not  have  that  effect  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Parnell  said  it  would  have. 
He  told  us  that  if  a  Bill  had  received  the  assent 
of  an  elective  Governor  it  would  still  have  to 
go  to  England  to  receive  the  assent  of  the 
Queen.  Now,  which  is  right  ?  If  it  is  the  case 
Uiat  Bills  would-have  to  go  Home  to  receive  the 
assent  of  the  Queen,  then  what  becomes  of  our 
national  unity  that  was  spoken  of  ?  I  cannot 
see  that  we  should  be  a  separate  nation  if 
our  Bills  had  to  go  Home  for  the  assent  of  the 
Queen.  If  the  honourable  member's  proposal 
is  that  we  should  adopt  the  American  system, 
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that  would  not  require  us  to  send  Bills  Home 
for  Her  Majesty's  assent.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  conflict  of  opinion  upon  the  subject.  Now, 
Provincialism  has  been  condemned  by  some 
honourable  members.  Why  was  it  condemned  ? 
It  was  because  of  evils  that  were  inherent 
in  it ;  and  some  of  those  evils  I  will  men- 
tion. There  was  the  evil  of  having  nine 
small  colonies  within  New  Zealand ;  and  I 
remember  seeing  on  one  occasion,  in  one  of  the 
Provincial  Councils  down  south,  a  fortnight's 
time  wasted  in  a  fight  between  the  "  ins " 
and  "outs."  There  was  also  a  paid  Executive ; 
and  then  it  was  an  evil  that  all  these  small 
bodies  should  have  legislative  functions,  as  well 
as  the  representative  body  of  the  colony.  For 
these  reasons  Provincialism  was  got  rid  of,  and 
will  never  return.  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
last  speaker,  who  spoke  so  much  in  favour  of  our 
present  system  of  local  government,  and  of  the 
number  of  small  bodies  that  brought  the  people, 
as  he  remarked,  in  touch  with  local  govern- 
ment. I  think  that  we  have  too  many  of  these 
bodies.  This  is  not  the  time  to  go  into  that 
question,  but  I  will  just  mention  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards  bs  one  of  them.  What  is  the 
system  of  appointment  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  ?  Some  of  the  members  are  appointed 
by  the  Government,  and  I  have  known  in- 
stances where  two  or  three  members  have  been 
appointed  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  whose 
chief  qualification  seemed  to  be  that  they  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  the  subject.  I  say  it  would 
be  far  better  if  we  had  an  extended  system  of 
local  government,  and  not  so  many  of  these 
small  bodies.  I  will  say  no  more,  excepting 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought 
this  proposal  forward  has  in  his  eloquent  speech 
given  us  food  for  thought ;  but,  as  it  is  clear  to 
my  mind  that  honourable  members  round  are 
not  quite  satisfied  as  to  what  an  elective  Gover- 
nor really  would  be  under  the  Bill,  it  would  be 
better  that  the  mover  of  the  resolution  should 
take  the  advice  of  the  Premier  and,  having 
had  the  discussion,  withdraw  the  Bill.  If  he 
does  not  do  so  I  hope  honourable  members  will 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ANDERSON.— Sir,  from  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
the  House  was  led  to  believe  that  the  infiu- 
ence  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  was  leading  the  young  members  of 
the  House  astray.  Now,  I  would  disabuse  the 
honourable  gentleman's  mind  of  that  impres- 
sion altogether.  He  seems  to  think  that  we 
are  here  to  be  led  any  way  by  any  one  who 
appeals  to  us ;  but  in  that  he  is  quite  mistaken. 
The  Young  New  Zealand  party,  if  I  may  term 
them  such,  came  here  for  a  definite  purpose;  ' 
we  have  that  purpose  in  view,  and,  if  I,  a  young 
politician,  may  use  the  words  of  an  old  poli- 
tician, we  mean  to  keep  it  *'  steadily  in  view." 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  who  represents 
Selwyn  is  afraid  of  the  influence  upon  the  young 
members  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  he  is  making  a  great  mistake. 
We  know  the  power  we  hold  in  the  House :  we 
hold  the  balance  of  power;  we  are  the  New 
Zealand  party ;  and  a  veteran  in  the  service 
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such  as  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
should  have  known  better  than  to  have  raised 
the  back  hair  of  such  a  party ;  for  I  can  asstu'e 
him  that  such  tactics  are  not  likely  to  have 
a  very  good  effect,  and  the  argument  used  by 
him  will  not  have  the  slightest  effect  one  way 
or  the  other  upon  our  decision  on  this  Bill. 
With  regard  to  this  question  of  an  elective 
Governor,  and  how  it  will  affect  the  Constitu- 
tion of  New  Zealfibnd,  I  am  not  sufficiently 
experienced  in  politics  to  enter  into  it  till  I 
have  heard  the  matter  thoroughly  sifted ;  but 
I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  near  future  we 
shall  be  exercising  the  privilege  of  electing  our 
own  Governor.  For  the  present,  I  believe  the 
Bill  is  premature  ;  but  I  think  it  is  well 
that  every  session  we  should  have  a  little  talk 
over  the  matter,  and  that  the  action  taken  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
will  not  do  any  harm.  Although  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  occupies  the  position  of 
Premier  may  think  this  is  a  waste  of  time, 
I  do  not  think  it  is  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House,  because  we  young  members  are  get- 
ting enlightened.  I  dare  say  it  is  "  cauld  kail  *' 
to  honourable  members  who  have  been  in  the 
House  on  former  occasions,  but  to  us  it  is  not 
so ;  and  it  is  also  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
country.  I  may  say  that  I  got  up  simply  to 
correct  the  wrong  impression  I  thought  likely 
to  be  created  by  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  do  not  expect  to  be  able  to 
say  anything  very  good  upon  this  occasion,  for 
I  do  not  exactly  know  how  the  matter  stands ; 
but  I  cannot  say  anything  much  worse  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa,  who  has 
taught  me  one  thing,  that  I  have  been  con- 
tracting in  the  wrong  part  of  the  world.  I  look 
upon  New  Zealand  as  being  the  youngest  child, 
and  we  certainly  must  have  been  petted  more 
than  any  of  the  other  dependencies  of  the 
Crown,  in  consequence  of  being  the  youngest 
child  and  being  farthest  from  home.  I  suppose, 
too,  that  we  must  be  the  worst  to  misbehave 
ourselves,  and  to  think  that  we  know  a  great  deal 
more  than  all  the  older  colonies,  if  we  are  to 
be  the  one  to  start  to  elect  gur  own  Governor. 
There  are  one  or  two  questions  I  should  like  to 
put  to  the  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton. 
The  first  is,  whether  the  Governor  who  is  to  be 
elected  is  to  be  resident  in  New  Zealand,  or 
whether  he  may  be  a  resident  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions.  The  second  tbing  I 
should  like  to  ask  is,  whether,  if  we  elect  a 
Governor,  he  is  to  be  elected  by  ballot  or  by  the 
property-holders  of  the  country.  It  seems  to 
me  very  important  that  we  should  know  that, 
because  it  would  make  a  great  deal  of  difference, 
in  my  opinion,  as  to  whether  we  should  vote  for 
an  elective  Governor.  But  the  matter  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  serious  one,  if  we  are  not 
taking  it  in  a  really  serious  mood  to-night. 
We  have  been  told  several  things  to-night  which 
I  was  not  acquainted  with  before.  When 
people  quarrel  it  is  said  we  know  how  they 
were  put  together.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  told  us  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  placed  our  pre- 
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sent  respected  Premier  on  those  benches.  All 
I  can  say  is,  that  I  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central'  knew  better. 
However,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  will  not  say  any 
more  about  it.  I  have  heard  the  public-wotks 
policy  of  New  Zealand  very  severely  criticiied 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallaee,  and 
that  criticism  was  levelled  at  the  honom- 
able  member  for  Christchurch  North.  Now, 
I  should  like,  once  for  all,  to  say  that  I  believe 
the  public- works  policy  of  New  Zealand,  afi  laid 
down  in  1881,  to  make  the  railways  throughout 
the  colony,  was  one  of  the  grandest  ideas  Uiat 
ever  could  have  been  thought  of,  not  only  for 
tliat  time,  but  for  the  future  of  New  ZeaUtnd. 
The  only  point  in  respect  to  which  the  honoiir- 
able  gentleman  made  a  mistake  —  and  many 
more  clever  men  have  made  mistakes  —  was 
that  the  love  of  power  led  him  to  pander  to  the 
people  who  represented  different  districts,  and 
to  consent  to  make  railways  that  never  shoold 
have  been  made.  Still,  the  first  idea  of  the 
public-works  policy  of  New  Zealand  was  a  grand 
one,  and  it  emanated  from  a  brain  such  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  has  no  idea 
of.  Still,  a  great  mistake  was  made  when  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
could  not  wait  the  turn  of  events ;  but  now,  ss 
well  as  then,  his  ideas  are  great  and  grand.  If 
this  goes  to  a  vote  I  shall  at  present,  probably, 
vote  against  the  Bill,  though  I  believe  if  we 
live  another  ten  years  we  shall  live  under  the 
rule  of  an  elected  Governor,  and  probably  shall 
not  then  quarrel  as  much  as  we  do  now  over 
the  crumbs.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
sits  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  bench^  has 
appeared  to  me  for  many  years  as  a  gentleman 
who  is  a  very  clever  politician,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  he  has  nad  great  chances.  When  I  came 
to  New  Zealand  first  I  thought  it  was  one  of 
the  grandest  countries  and  one  of  the  freest 
countries  I  ever  knew.  It  is  a  grand  country 
at  present ;  but  no  one  in  debt  can  be  free,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  those  who  have  had  the 
government  of  New  Zealand  and  have  had  a 
good  chance  in  their  hands  did  not  do  better 
than  *to  bring  it  at  the  present  day  almost 
to  the  derision  of  the  world,  since  we  are 
unable  to  pay  our  way.  I  have  heard  many 
curious  things  to-night,  and  I  could  hardly 
help  expressing  my  opinion,  because  I  think 
it  necessary  for  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
sit  on  the  Treasury  benches  to  know  what 
our  opinions  are.  I  will  say  no  more ;  but  I 
rather  hope  this  Bill  will  not  go  to  a  division 
to-night,  because  I  think  it  is  premature,  though 
I  cannot  think  the  time  taken  up  in  its  discus- 
sion has  been  altogether  wasted. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  merely  wish  to  state  in  a  very 
few  words  my  reasons  for  giving  the  vote  which 
I  intend  to  give.  I  have  had  some  little  diffi- 
culty in  making  up  my  mind  exactly  as  to  how 
I  should  vote  on  this  occasion,  because  I  ap- 
prove of  the  broad  principle  that  we  must  Ionmc 
forward  at  no  distant  date  to  having  an  elected 
Governor ;  we  cannot  do  otherwise.  I  also  feel 
that  the  time  is  hardly  ripe  yet  for  taking  steps 
in  that  direction.  In  the  first  place,  I  may  say 
that,  although  approving  of  the  principle  of  ^o. 
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•elective  QoYemor,  I  quite  disapprove  of  the 

r>vi8ioiis  of  the  Bill  as  now  before  us,  because 
think  that  when  we  do  have  an  elective 
•Governor  he  should  not  be  subjected  to  all 
the  drudgezy  of  an  appeal  direct  to  the  people. 
There  should  be  some  intermediate  stage — some- 
thing on  the  same  principle  as  the  election  of 
President  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  quite 
•out  of  place  that  a  gentleman  aspiring  to  this 
high  office  should  have  to  conduct  an  election 
campaign  throughout  the  whole  colony,  at  great 
•cost,  great  wear  and  tear,  and  loss  of  dignity, 
in  order  to  secure  his  election.  There  should 
be  some  provision  for  the  election  of  delegates, 
who,  in  turn,  should  elect  the  Governor.  But 
I  do  not  think  the  time  has  yet  arrived  when 
'we  can  carry  this  into  effect.  We  must  wait 
nntil  there  are  more  native -bom  men  to  the 
fore — ^men  who  have  no  other  interest  in  life 
but  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  imbued 
with  that  great  spirit  of  national  life  we  have 
heard  of  this  evening.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  this  would  have  been  a  grand  opportunity 
for  the  recently  -  formed  Young  New  Zealand 
party  to  have  asserted  itself.  It  is  strong  in 
numbers,  and  very  strong  in  its  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  colony ;  but  I  regret  to  say  it  is  not 
yet  strong  in  its  organization  or  discipline. 
I  may  let  the  House  into  a  little  secret.  X 
thought  that  we  might  have  had  a  caucus  this 
•evening  of  the  Young  New  Zealand  party,  and 
made  some  arrangement  to  give  aDlockvote 
in  order  to  assert  ourselves,  and  show  to  the 
House  and  the  country  that  we  were  a  party, 
and  were  determined  to  exercise  some  influence 
in  our  country's  affairs.  When  I  asked  our 
whip  to  call  our  party  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arranging  for  a  vote  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  he  said,  "  No,  Sir ;  I  certainly  will 
not.  I  am  going  to  vote  against  it  myself." 
Every  young  New-Zealander  whose  life  is 
bound  up  in  the  colony,  whose  whole  in- 
terests are  in  the  colony,  cannot  but  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  we  shall  complete 
our  national  system  by  having  an  elected  Go- 
vernor, as  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  has  said.  I  do  not  think  any- 
itnng  of  the  argimients  which  have  been  used 
against  the  measure.  The  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation made  a  strong  point  by  saying  that 
ihe  proposal  would  dissolve  the  slender  thread 
which  now  binds  us  to  the  Mother-country.  I 
do  not  agree  with  that  at  all.  Another  honour- 
able gentleman  said  it  would  interfere  with  our 
facilities  for  borrowing  in  the  Home  market.  I 
do  not  think  it  will :  but  if  it  did  so  interfere  it 
would  be  a  strong  argument  in  its  favour.  The 
election  of  a  Governor  from  among  ourselves 
would  tend  rather  to  foster  the  national  life  we 
all  desire  to  see,  and  give  us  a  greater  pride 
in  this  our  native  land.  I  should  have  much 
preferred  it  if  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  brought  forward  this  Bill  had  contented 
himself  with  projposing  a  resolution  affirm- 
ing the  desirability  of  the  Governor  being 
elected,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  discus- 
sion, and  give  rise  to  public  feeling  on  the 
subject ;  because  I  think  it  is  too  soon  yet  to 
take  any  definite  action.    Although  I  object  to 


the  Bill  as  it  stands,  I  cannot,  for  the  sake  of 
consistency ,vote  against  its  second  reading,  and 
if  it  should  go  into  Committee,  which  I  hope  it 
will,  the  provisions  can  be  so  altered  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated  that  the  candidates 
shall  not  have  to  appeal  to  the  people  direct. 
Of  course  this  is  not  the  place  to  make  sug- 
gestions as  to  details,  and  no  doubt  if  the  BUI 
goes  into  Committee  there  will  be  many  sug- 
gestions to  consider.  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  vote  for  the  second  reading,  if  for  no 
other  purpose  at  the  present  time  than  that  of 
affirming  the  principle  that  we  should  elect  the 
Governor  from  among  ourselves. 

Mr.  BUXTON.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  respecting  this  very  important  matter. 
I  have  a  strong  feeling  of  sympathy  in  this 
matter,  which  I  should  like  to  explain.  I  think, 
as  I  have  altered  my  mind  considerably  since 
this  debate  has  been  going  on,  and  have  listened 
with  very  great  interest  to  the  various  speakers 
and  the  various  statements  that  have  been 
made,  I  might  be  termed  a  new-bom  babe.  I 
have  changed  considerably.  However,  I  should 
like  to  make  a  very  few  remarks,  and  show 
my  sympathy  in  these  few  remarks.  To  my 
mind,  we  have  been  quite  long  enough  listening 
to  these  various  explanations  and  statements ; 
and,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  has  been  termed  the  father  of  this 
movement,  I  should  like  to  give  him  a  higher 
and  more  venerable  title,  and  call  him  the 
grandfather  of  the  movement.  My  honourable 
&iend  the  member  for  Lyttelton  is  the  father 
of  the  movement,  and  a  great  many  of  us  are 
the  children  of  the  movement.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
because  I  have  not  the  slightest  hope  that  it 
will  ever  go  into  Committee.  If  I  had,  per- 
haps I  should  not  vote  for  it.  However,  I  feel 
great  sympathy  for  these  children  and  their 
parent  and  their  grandfather,  and  shall  sup- 
port the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  purpose  opposing 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  consider 
it  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  honour- 
able the  mover  of  this  measure,  in  advocat- 
ing the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  electing 
the  Governor,  stated  in  his  speeches  during  his 
candidature  that  one  of  the  chief  reasons  in 
favour  of  this  Bill  was  that  we  could  regulate 
the  Governor's  allowance  and  get  as  good  a 
man  at  about  one-third  of  the  present  cost. 
I  oppose  the  Bill  because  I  do  not  think  you 
would  get  the  most  eminent  men  into  tiiat 
position.  Our  most  eminent  men,  owing  to 
having  decided  opinions  upon  various  subjects, 
have  created  personal  enemies ;  and  therefore 
if  they  were  brought  forward  for  this  position 
they  might  be  rejected  by  the  influence  of 
parties.  I  believe  that  is  found  to  be  the  case 
in  the  United  States,  where  numbers  of  Presi- 
dents have  been  elected  rather  for  eminence  in 
some  other  walk  of  life  than  in  politics ;  those 
candidates  who  were  eminent  in  politics  having 
perhaps  strong  enemies,  and  consequently  being 
unpopular  on  that  account.  I  believe  also  that 
in  America  the  whole  countiy  is  in  a  continual 
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state  of  unsettledness  owing  to  the  Presidential 
elections,  and  that  questions  of  great  import- 
ance are  frequently  decided  more  with  a  view 
to  their  ultimate  influence  on  the  election  than 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case.  At  the  present 
time,  if  various  individuals  connected  with 
this  House  require  to  apply  to  the  Governor 
they  are  met  by  a  man  who  is  quite  unbiassed ; 
but  if  the  Governor  is  elected  by  party  influ- 
ence is  it  not  natural  that  that  party  influence 
should  sway  him  during  some  emergency  and 
incline  him  towards  the  party  whose  influence 

f laced  him  there  ?  I  believe  it  would  do  so. 
think  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  upset  the 
present  arrangement.  We  cannot  at  the  pre- 
sent time  hazard  any  of  these  theoretical  ex- 
periments. I  shall  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  fail  to  understand  why  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  should  support  a 
motion  of  this  sort  and  say  that  he  will  oppose 
it  if  it  goes  further.  I  disapprove  of  the  prin- 
ciple, and  it  is  evident  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  does  so  also. 

Mr.  WAED. — I  did  not  intend  to  speak  upon 
this  matter,  but  have  been  requested  to  do  so 
by  a  very  prominent  member  of  the  Young 
New  Zealand  party,  and  I  rise  with  the  more 
pleasure  inasmuch  as  the  leader  of  the  Young 
New  Zealand  party,  the  honourable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  has  indicated  his  views  very 
clearly  and  distinctly.  He  stated  that  the 
whip  of  the  Young  New  Zealand  party  was 
requested  to  call  the  party  together  in  order 
that  they  might  be  asked  to  vote  in  one  direc- 
tion. I  regret  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha,  whom  we  are  glad  to  count  as 
one  of  our  party,  has  so  soon  seceded  from 
what  I  conceived  to  be  his  party  duty  on 
this  occasion.  I  have  listened  with  very  great 
pleasure  to  the  arguments  for  and  against  the 
Bill,  and  I  desire  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  are  British  subjects  in  this  colony  quite 
as  loyal  to  the  Imperial  interests  as  any  man 
you  can  import  from  the  Old  Country ;  and  I, 
for  one,  believe  that,  if  we  elected  the  Governor 
in  this  colony,  and  the  name  of  the  person  se- 
lected was  sent  Home  to  the  Queen,  no  person 
would  be  more  ready  to  acquiesce  and  coficur 
in  the  selection  than  Her  Most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty. I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that 
the  statements  about  severing  the  cord  that 
connects  this  country  with  the  Mother-coun- 
try are  due  more  to  sentiment  than  to  reality ; 
and,  in  my  opinion.  New  Zealand  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  for  bringing  this  matter 
under  our  notice.  It  will  be  a  considerable 
time  before  the  law  proposed  in  this  Bill 
could  be  brought  into  operation,  but  I  think 
the  earlier  it  is  brought  under  discussion  the 
better.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
BUI. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  am  surprised  to  find  that 
the  Young  New  Zealand  party  have  been  led, 
perhaps  by  their  being  so  young  and  not  or- 
ganized, into  what  I  believe  to  be  a  trap.  I, 
for  one,  was  bom  in  this  country.  I  feel  a 
deep  sense  of  responsibility  resting  on  me.  I 
ieel  that  the  Young  New  Zealand  party  to- 
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night  are  assisting  to  cany  on  a  huge  faroe. 
It  is  nothing  less  than  a  huge  farce,  while  we 
are  assembled  here  in  the  present  crisis  in  this 
country,  to  be  trifling  away  our  time  in  this 
way.  We  have  wasted  a  whole  evening  over 
this  matter,  when  business  of  much  greater 
importance  is  demanding  attention.  I  feel 
that  we  are  here  as  representatives  of  the 
people,  sent  especially  to  deal  vrith  the  great- 
question  of  retrenchment ;  and  here  the  whole 
evening,  with  a  great  financial  debate  waiting 
for  us,  we  have  been  discussing  this  useless 
question.  Now,  I  do  appeal  to  the  Young 
New  Zealand  party  to  rise  to  the  occasion^ 
and  not  be  led  into  this  trap,  but  let  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  or  the 
honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  see  that,  if 
they  choose  to  come  here  and  draw  a  red- 
herring  across  the  scent,  at  any  rate  the  Young 
New  Zealand  party  are  not  going  to  be  **  had." 
I  am  not  going  to  occupy  time  in  talking 
about  this  question,  but  will  just  allude  to 
one  fact.  Just  imagine  for  one  moment,  if 
honourable  members  are  serious,  how  much  it 
would  cost  for  a  man  to  contest  this  election. 
Why,  would  not  our  great  financial  institutions 
be  the  power  that  would  return  these  men? 
We  should  be  governed  by  the  great  financial 
institutions,  and  I  should  look  with  dread  upon 
such  a  prospect  as  that.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
House  is  not  serious  in  discussing  this  matter, 
for  I  have  seen  the  by-play  that  has  been  going 
on  all  night.  It  has  been  a  nice  little  game  all 
the  evening  to  distract  attention  from  other 
things,  and  to  prevent  the  financial  debate 
coming  on.  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  let  the 
country  know  that  we  are  not  going  to  be  made 
fools  of. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  did  not  intend  to  speak^ 
but  I  am  compelled  to  do  so  owing  to  the  great 
pain  I  have  been  caused  by  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands.  I 
say  no  more  interesting  or  profitable  discussion 
could  take  place  than  this;  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  has  nsed 
logic  of  a  character  which  none  of  those  who 
have  spoken  against  this  measure  has  touched 
in  any  degree  at  all.  When  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  tells  us  that 
we  are  wasting  time,  and  should  be  dealing 
with  the  Financial  Statement,  that  honourable 
gentleman  knows  that  we  have  to  deal  vrith  an 
amended  Financial  Statement,  and  that  when 
it  comes  down  we  shall  have  a  proper  policy 
before  the  country.  He  knows  very  well  that 
there  is  such  a  Statement  being  concocted  at 
the  present  time ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  great 
piece  of  audatcity  for  an  honourable  gentleman 
like  him  to  talk  in  the  way  he  has  just  done. 
The  young  New-Zealanders,  in  my  opinion, 
have  shown  what  they  intend  to  do — that 
they  intend  to  be  a  party  in  this  House,  and 
to  assist  in  controlling  the  legislation  of  the 
country.  Though  not  bom  in  this  countiy 
myself,  I  have  been  in  it  ahnoet  as  long  as  any 
member  of  the  Young  New  Zealand  party ;  and 
I  am  surprised  at  a  young  New-Zealander  like 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
trying  to  prevent  his  fellow  young  New-Zea- 
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Jandfizs  from  yentilatiiig  their  opinions  on  loige 
questions  like  this.  I  have  heard  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  eleot  oar  Gk>vemor.  It  is 
simply  an  absurdity  to  say  that  we  have  no 
men  in  New  Zealand  fit  for  the  position.  If  I 
had  the  selection  of  one  I  should  select  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Young  New  Zealand 
pctfty,  who,  I  am  quite  sure,  would  be  able  to 
perform  the  duties  in  a  respectable  and  decent 
manner.  Sir,  it  was  only  to  protest  against 
-the  language  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  that  I  rose  at  all,  and  I  cer- 
tainly must  protest  against  the  tose  and  style 
and  red-herring  business  of  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  am  sure  the  House  must 
be   glad  to  see  the  honourable  member  for 
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•on  a  proper  and  thoroughly  economical  basis, 
and  to  insist  on  rigid  retrenchment.  I  think 
that  business  should  have  our  full  attention 
before  anything  else,  and  I  think  that,  and  the 
business  relevant  to  it,  will  fully  occupy  our 
time  until  honourable  members  will  be  very 
desirous  of  getting  away. 
The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  29. 
Anderson  Grimmond        Beeves,  B.H.J. 

Ballance  Guinness  Seddon   * 

Buxton  Hodgkinson       Smith 

Oadman  Kelly  Taylor 

<k>wan  Lawry  Thompson,  T. 

Duncan  Monk  Ward 

Feldwick  Moss  Withy. 

Fish  O'Conor  Tellers. 

Ooldie  Parata  Joyce 

*Grey  Perceval  Mills. 


Works,  If  he  will  allow  refreshment-cars  to 
run  on  the  railway-lines,  and  on  what  terms  ? 
If  that  were  done  it  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience to  people  on  the  longer  journeys,  and 
the  exceeding  usefulness  of  it  would  be  felt  by 
large  numbers  of  the  travelling  public. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
recognised  the  convenience  it  would  be  to  the 
general  public,  but  at  the  present  time  they 
were  pledged  to  those  who  had  leases  of  the 
refreshment-rooms  on  the  lines  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  and  until  those  leases  had  expired 
nothing  could  be  done.  He  would  promise, 
however,  that  in  view  of  the  expiry  of  the 
leases  the  matter  would  be  considered. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  say  that,  when  the  present 
leases  terminated,  they  should  not  be  renewed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  was  unable  to  promise 
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that.    All  he  could  say  was  that  the  matter 
would  be  carefully  considered. 

METAL-EXTRAGTION. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  the  Government  will  place  a  mode- 
rate sum  on  the  estimates,  say  £500,  to  enable 
one  of  our  University  Professors,  in  company 
with  the  Inspecting  Engineer  of  Mines,  to  visit 
America  during  the  recess  for  a  few  months, 
with  the  view  of  acquiring  authentic  and  prac< 
tical  knowledge  of  the  best  method  to  be  prac- 
tised here  to  extract  completely  valuable  metals 
from  our  rich  refractory  ores,  unlimited  quan- 
tities of  which  abound  along  the  Hauraki  Gulf? 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  do  something  of  that  kind,  for  certain  refrac- 
tory ores  in  the  colony  could  not  be  dealt  with 
with  the  knowledge  we  at  present  possessed. 
He  hoped  some  arrangement  could  be  made  by 
which,  say,  the  two  gentlemen  named  could  be 
sent  to  America  and  to  Germany  with  this 
view,  and  he  believed  the  knowledge  gained 
would  be  of  everlasting  benefit  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment  recognised  the  importance  of  getting 
reliable  information  on  the  subject  of  treating 
refractory  ores ;  and  the  question  of  sending 
experts  to  America  or  elsewhere  would  be  con- 
sidered later  on.  In  the  meantime  he  might 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  one  Uni- 
versity Professor  had  already  left  the  colony  at 
his  own  expense  for  this  purpose. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  give  not  only  con- 
sideration, but  favourable  consideration,  to  the 
question;  and,  to  put  myself  in  order,  I  will 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  The 
question,  I  take  leave  to  think,  is  one  of  vast 
importajice — of  all  the  greater  importance 
because,  when  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  is  being  principally  directed  to 
questions  merely  relating  to  savings  of  ex- 
penditure, these  other  great  questions,  largely 
affecting  the  condition  of  the  population, 
may  not  receive  their  due  amount  of  con- 
sideration. I  think  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say,  now  that  we  are  no  longer  colleagues, 
that  I  believe  the  colony  owes  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  asked  this  question  a 
great  debt  of  gratitude;  for  it  is  an  unques- 
tionable fact  that  the  speciality  he  gave  to 
the  mining  portfolio  has  led  to  a  remarkable 
development  of  mining  enterprise  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other ;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  sad  thing  if  this  hopeful  prospect, 
which  may  lead  to  untold  prosperity,  should  be 
checked  by  a  want  of  appreciation  on  the  part 
of  the  present  Government.  There  are,  besides 
the  ordinary  alluvial  mining,  three  great  classes 
of  mining  throughout  the  colony  which  I 
believe  require  to  be  greatly  encouraged :  one 
is  the  river  mining  in  the  Otago  District,  and 
that  I  am  glad  to  think  has  already  received 
recognition  from  private  enterprise.  On  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  there  is  a  vast 
amount  of  mineral  wealth  which  has  not  even, 
I  believe,  yet  been  attempted  to  be  used.  In- 
deed it  has  been  wasted,  thrown  away  owing  to 
Mr.  MitcJielson 


the  want  of  knowledge  of  how  to  deal  with  the 
various  ores.  I  feel  also  that  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  appreciation  of  the  extraordi- 
nary wealth  which  is  to  be  had  by  collecting  it 
on  the  sea-beach  of  a  vast  stretch  of  country  on 
the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island.  Then,  at 
the  Thames,  and,  I  may  say,  on  nearly  all  the 
lands  bordering  on  the  Hauraki  Gulf,  there  are 
ores  of  various  descriptions  which  are  not  now 
collected,  and  the  value  of  which  indeed  is 
hardly  known  to  those  who  might  collect  them, 
and  I  think  it  is  highly  important  that  mea- 
sures should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  proper 
value  of  these  ores,  and  to  get  the  fall  benefit 
of  our  possession  of  them.  I  believe  that  it  is 
a  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  administer  the 
Government  to  continue  the  exertions  which 
the  late  Minister  of  Mines  made,  with  the  view 
of  enabling  people  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
various  minerals  of  the  country,  and  to  pat 
them  to  profitable  use.  I  should  remark  that 
we  to  some  extent  are  under  a  disadvantage  in 
this  colony  from  the  fact  that  those  who  seek 
to  obtain  English  capital  for  mining  purposes 
are  in  nearly  all  cases  those  who  have  mines  to 
dispose  of,  and  who  therefore  are,  to  a  certain 
extent,  both  sellers  and  buyers.  I  do  not 
know  if  honourable  members  have  noticed  that 
there  is  a  vast  amount  of  English  capital  put 
into  foreign  mining  enterprises.  I  attribute 
that  to  the  fact  that,  in  nearly  all  foreign 
countries,  England  has  stationed  Consular 
Agents,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  niBke  perice- 
cal reports  on  the  various  enterprises  of  the 
country  in  which  they  live,  including  espe- 
cially mining  enterprises.  These  reports  Kod 
descriptions  are  of  an  independent  nature. 
It  seems  to  me  that  one  direction  in  which  it 
is  desirable  that  the  Government  should  move 
is  to  see  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  introduce 
some  sort  of  official  reporters,  of  a  thoroughly 
independent  character,  from  Great  Britain. 
itself,  and  probably  from  the  west  coast  of 
the  United  States — the  Pacific  slope.  I  wiU 
not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  this  ques- 
tion at  greater  length  at  present;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  it  might  be  desirable 
that  a  special  Committee  should  be  appointed, 
apart  from  the  ordinary  Goldfields  Committee,, 
to  consider  carefully  what  steps  might  be  taken 
to  give  encouragement  to  large  and  profitable 
gold-mining.  I  notice  there  is  a  resolution  on 
the  Order  Paper  in  the  way  of  ofiering  rewards 
for  gold-discovery;  and  I  express  the  opinion 
that  that  resolution  is  well  chosen,  because  I 
would  point  out  that  it  simply  means  a  pay- 
ment not  exceeding  2^  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  any  gold  obtained  from  the  new  discovery 
within  three  years — that  is,  2^  per  cent,  on 
fifty  thousand  pounds*  worth  of  gold.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction.  But  other  things 
need  to  be  done ;  and  I  now  merely  wish  to 
express  this  opinion  emphatically:  that  one 
of  the  great  aims  of  the  Government  should  be 
to  give  reasonable  and  proper  encouragement 
to  developing  mining  enterprise  throughout 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  R.  REEVES. — In  seconding  the  motion 
for  adjournment  I  would  point  out,  as  I  have 
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done  on  previous  occasions,  the  very  great  im- 
portance of  putting  and  keeping  the  Mining 
Department  in  a  proper  position.  I  am  aware 
of  the  vast  importance  of  this  question  of 
treating  minerals,  from  a  very  considerahle  ex- 
perience on  the  West  Coast  and  other  places, 
and  I  know,  as  I  stated  in  putting  a  question 
to  the  Minister  of  Mines  the  other  day,  that  in 
the  District  of  Inangahua  it  is  found  hy  the 
present  processes  ahsolutely  impossible  to  save 
more  than  two-thirds  of  tiie  gold :  one-third,  we 
know  hy  scientific  authority,  is  absolutely  lost. 
In  my  question  to  the  Minister  of  Mines  the 
other  day  I  asked  if  he  could  see  his  way  to 
putting  £5,000  on  the  estimates  as  a  reward  for 
the  discovery  of  the  best  method  of  treating 
ores.  I  have  read  in  the  papers  that  in  some 
of  the  other  colonies  there  is  a  process  called 
the  hydrochlorine  process,  which  saves  97  per 
cent,  of  the  gold.  If  we  could  save  that  amoimt 
in  New  Zealand  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  that 
could  possibly  be  imagined.  I  feel  certain, 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Mines  Department,  that 
he  will  not  only  give  this  matter  his  most  care- 
ful attention,  but  that  he  will  bring  to  bear  on 
the  conduct  of  the  department  generally  an 
enlightened  mind  and  enlightened  ideas,  and 
that  he  will  take  into  most  earnest  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  what  can  be  done  not  only 
for  the  fostering  of  mining  for  gold,  but  for  all 
other  minerals  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — While  I  yield  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  to  see  the  mining  industries  throughout 
the  colony  advanced,  I  hope  the  Minister  of 
Mines  will  not  be  led  into  giving  a  hasty  decision 
on  this  question,  for  this  reason  :  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  what  is  suggested  is  going  in  the 
right  direction  for  conserving  the  mining  indus- 
tries. The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
has  mentioned  the  chlorine  process  in  use  at 
Mount  Morgan ;  but  the  very  fact  of  his  having 
mentioned  it  is  proof  to  my  own  mind  that 
what  is  now  proposed  is  not  in  the  direction  in 
which  we  should  go.  I  maintain  that  if  we 
send  two  who  are,  practically  speaking,  inex- 
perienced men  —  not  experts — to  the  United 
States  or  elsewhere,  to  gather  information,  they 
will  come  back  very  little  wiser  thsin  they  went 
away.  If  we  really  want  to  serve  the  mining 
industries  of  the  colony  we  should  do  as  Vic- 
toria did,  and  get  a  Newberry  of  our  own,  a 
thorough  metallurgical  expert,  who  will  be  able 
to  go  round  to  the  different  districts  and  find 
ont  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  ores  in 
each,  and  the  most  suitable  way  of  treating  each 
ore,  and,  where  he  finds  an  unsuitable  method 
in  use,  to  recommend  a  better.  Is  not  that  the 
way  in  which  Mount  Morgan  has  been  made 
so  successful?  Mr.  Cosmo  Newberry  found 
that  the  ordinary  chlorine  process  would  not 
answer  at  Mount  Morgan,  and  he  proceeded 
scientifically,  and  discovered  what  would  be  a 
snitable  process,  and  he  found  that  a  modified 
chlorine  process  was  the  best  suited  for  the 
ores  of  Mount  Morgan.  If  we  really  want  to 
tackle  the  difiiuulties  coimected  with  the  mining 
industries,  it  is  imperative  that   we    should 


obtain  from  America  or  England,  or  Germany, 
a  thorough  metallurgical  expert,  of  great  scien- 
tific attainments,  and  with  suitable  practical 
experience,  who  could  come  here  and  overcome 
the  difficulties  that  occur.  I  do  trust  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  spending  £500  in  the 
way  suggested — that  is,  to  send  men  out  of  the 
colony  to  get  information — will  bring  to  the 
colony  a  thorough  metallurgical  expert,  who 
will  be  able  to  do  us  some  good. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  has  no  doubt  dealt  with  one 
side  of  the  question  in  a  manner  with  which 
I  thoroughly  concur ;  but  as  to  the  other  side, 
of  what  use  would  be  a  scientific  gentleman  in 
pointing  out  to  those  in  New  Zealand,  who  are 
following  mining  pursuits  by  way  of  what  is 
known  as  the  hydraulic  sluicing  process,  the 
best  practical  methods  of  saving  gold  under 
that  process?  Of  what  use  would  that  be? 
Why,  we  do  know  this :  that  on  the  Pacific  Slope 
of  America  they. have  hydraulic  sluicing  on  a 
far  larger  scale  than  we  have  in  any  part  of 
New  Zealand.  So  far  as  New  Zealand  is  con- 
cerned, we  are,  in  respect  of  the  process  of  gold- 
working,  losing,  I  believe,  fully  one-third  of  tiie 
gold  that  is  produced  and  should  be  retained, 
and  it  is  simply  for  want  of  appliances  or  want 
of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  those  engaged 
in  the  occupation.  I  say  that  if  a  visit  were  to 
take  place,  say,  from  the  Inspector  of  Mines,  he 
could  go  to  where  these  workings  are  carried  on, 
and  obtain  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  work- 
ings, and  bring  with  him  plans  and  drawings 
showing  how  the  work  is  conducted  and  the 
process  they  have  for  saving  their  gold.  That 
is  what  is  wanted  in  respect  to  this  class  of 
working.  I  will  say  this :  that  had  we  a  few 
years  ago,  when  the  Government  decided  to 
construct  the  Waimea  Water-race,  sent  an  ex- 
pert to  America  at  that  time  to  see  how  they 
constructed  their  water-races,  that  would  have 
resulted  in  a  saving  to  this  colony  of  £40,000. 
The  race — which  in  America  would  have  cost, 
and  which  it  was  reported  should  only  have 
cost,  £40,000— cost  the  colony  £120,000.  By 
the  process  used  in  America  in  constructing 
races  with  a  light  iron  piping,  put  together 
on  the  ground,  instead  of  the  heavy  cast-iron 
siphons  used  in  the  construction  of  water- 
races  in  this  colony,  we  should  have  saved  fully 
£40,000.  That  would  apply  to  many  works 
which  are  now  being  carried  on  by  the  miners. 
The  miners  here  are  behind,  and  they  cannot 
|)os3ibly  go  to  America  and  elsewhere  to  be  en- 
lightened. The  only  way  we  can  obtain  the 
object  we  desire,  in  my  opinion,  is  by  allowing 
an  expert  to  go  to  America,  and  bring  back 
such  mformation  as  would  be  valuable  to  us. 
It  is  pointed  out  to  me  that  it  means  an  ex- 
pense, an  ever-recurring  expense  ;  and  we  shall 
be  told  that,  on  the  score  of  economy,  the 
colony  cannot  afford  to  pay  £400  or  £500  to 
send  two  experts  to  America.  One  of  these 
exports  might  go  into  one  branch  of  industry 
and  the  other  into  another  branch,  and  I  am 
satisfied  we  should  get  good  value  for  our  money. 
The  other  plan  means  that  there  will  have  to 
be  some    establishment  where  the  scientists 
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could   carry  out  their  operations.    We  have 
already  a  Professor — a  very  good  man  indeed. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Why  do  we  not  make  more 
use  of  him  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Because  of  the  selfishness 
of  the  people  of  Otago.  It  is  not  the  fault 
of  this  House  that  more  use  is  not  made 
of  Professor  Ulrich.  That  gentleman  is  equal 
to  Mr.  Newberry  in  the  matter  of  science.  I 
am  sure  the  Minister  of  Mines  would  do  well 
to  reconsider  this  matter.  For  these  reasons  I 
shall  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words,  and  to  point  to  circumstances  which 
show  how  useful  a  travelling  conunission  of 
this  sort  may  be  to  a  colony.  Members,  no 
doubt,  have  read  of  the  Commission  sent  by  the 
Victorian  Government  to  California  to  study 
the  irrigation  system  as  applied  to  farming  and 
small  settlers,  and  I  believe  that  no  money  was 
ever  better  spent  by  a  colony  than  was  the 
cost  of  that  Commission.  It  is  alreeidy  bearing 
fruit  in  that  colony.  Small  settlements  of 
varied  and  suitable  descriptions  are  being  pro- 
secuted. A  large  ajnount  of  foreign  capital  has 
been  introduced  into  the  colony  to  prosecute 
the  enterprise,  and  I  believe  that  the  colony 
will  reap  a  thousandfold  the  amount  expended 
by  its  sagacity  and  foresight ;  and  I  think  chat 
the  direction  indicated  in  the  question  to  which 
we  have  just  had  a  reply,  points  to  similar 
results  as  regards  the  mining  industry,  if  the 
department  will  only  follow  it  out.  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  say  that  I  heartily  support  the 
object  of  this  question. 

Colonel  FBASER. — I  hope  when  the  Minister 
of  Mines  goes  into  this  question  he  will  go  into 
the  matter  thoroughly.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
from  the  experience  of  all  gold-miners  in  this 
country,  the  loss  of  gold  is  nearly  86  per  cent., 
both  in  the  treatment  of  the  refractory  ores  by 
the  prdinary  process  and  by  the  present  hydrau- 
lic process,  and  that  if  the  Government  sent 
experts  to  America  and  Germany  they  would  do 
a  great  deal  to  advance  the  mining  industry 
here.  At  the  Thames,  in  connection  with  the 
School  of  Mines  there,  the  miners  have  now 
raised  sufficient  money,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Government,  to  put  up  a  test  plant,  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  all  the  systems  and  to  deal 
with  the  respective  ores.  I  think  if  the  gentle- 
man who  is  at  the  School  of  Mines,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, could  get  the  assistance  of  Professor 
Ulrich  it  would  be  a  great  step  towards  settling 
this  much- vexed  question  of  the  treatment  of 
our  refractory  ores.  With  regard  to  the  Mount 
Morgan  principle,  the  Newberry  process  did  not 
do  all  that  was  required ;  because,  under  the 
treatment  by  stampers  and  the  water  process, 
the  quicksilver  was  found  to  carry  away  a  large 
proportion  of  the  light  gold,  the  same  as  it  does 
on  our  goldfields.  The  system  of  Mount  Mor- 
gan has  been  altered  to  that  of  treating  by  dry 
rollers.  The  quartz  is  crushed  by  dry  rollers, 
and  then  treated  by  the  chlorine  process,  known 
Cbs  the  Newberry- Vaughan  process,  and  the 
result  of  that  treatment  is  of  such  a  successful 
character  that  they  now  save  98  per  cent,  of 
the  gold.  If  we  could  only  succeed  in  doing 
Mr,  Seddon 


the  same  with  our  refractory  ores,  that  would 
be  carrying  on  retrenchment  in  the  right 
direction. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  very  much  regret  that  the 
Government  have  not  thought  this  opportanity 
one  desirable  to  take  advantage  of  in  order  to 
relieve  the  mind  of  the  country  as  to  the  sub- 
ject of  mining.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  wide- 
spread  impression  that  not  only  have  the 
Government  not  taken  much  interest  in  the 
question,  but  there  is  an  impression  that  they 
have  been  inclined  to  look  upon  it  almost  as  ft 
pursuit  something  in  the  nature  of  gambling. 
And  we  know  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  took  the  tronble* 
three  years  and  a  half  ago,  to  go  down  to  Otago 
and  lecture  the  people  of  Dunedin  on  the  im- 
morality and  improvidence  of  investing  their 
money  in  mining  undertakings.  I  am  quite 
sure  of  this :  that  the  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  thronghont  the 
colony  that  the  enormous  mineral  weaith  which 
remains  in  New  Zealand  should  be  collected  is 
80  strong  that  the  hand  of  the  Government  will 
be  forced,  and  that  they  will  be  made  to  pay 
attention  to  the  subject,  whether  they  are 
inclined  to  do  so  or  not.  I  think  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East  were  somewhat  ungenerous.  He  said  it 
was  desirable  that  we  should  get  a  mining 
expert  here,  and  he  cleverly  tried  to  make  that 
a  sort  of  sneer  against  the  efforts  made  by 
the  late  Minister  of  Mines  in  the  direction  of 
spreading  a  knowledge  of  mining. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — He  spoke  about  the  present 
system  costing  £3,000.  What  was  the  fact? 
When  my  colleague  came  into  office  there  was 
not  even  a  suspicion  of  our  enormous  mineral 
wealth  and  of  the  losses  which  result  through 
want  of  knowledge  of  metallurgy.  He  made  it 
his  business  to  engage  the  services  of  a  gentle- 
man who  possessed  the  most  scientific  know- 
ledge and  was  most  enthusiastic  on  the  subject. 
I  think  the  honourable  members  from  the 
mining  districts  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
the  result  of  that  action  was  to  develop  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  mineral  wealth 
of  the  colony  is  enormously  larger  than  was 
before  suspected,  and  that  owing  to  the  imper- 
fect process  of  treatment  an  enormous  amount 
of  gold  was  being  wasted.  That  arose  throng 
the  honourable  gentleman  first  directing  his 
attention  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  metallurgy 
throughout  the  colony  by  such  means  as  he 
had  at  his  hand,  and  he  showed  his  desire,  to 
spread  that  knowledge  and  to  bring  to  the 
country  a  greater  amount  of  scientific  and 
prsictical  assistance  than  it  now  possesses.  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  looks  upon  it  too  much  from  a 
purely  scientific  point  of  view. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  doubt  whether  the  pre- 
sence of  a  Government  officer  such  as  he 
suggests  is  all,  at  any  rate,  that  is  required. 
Supposing  the  assistance  of  a  scientific  man 
was  obtained  he  would  very  likely  be  able  to 
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tell  us  all  about  the  theory,  and  yet  want  suf- 
ficient ordinaiy  knowledge. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  I  said  not  only  a  man  of 
scientific  but  also  of  practical  attainments. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL. — ^Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man means  a  person  who  perhaps  has  been 
confined  practically  to  one  class  of  work,  and 
the  knowledge  he  may  have  attained  by  ex- 
perience in  regard  to  that  one  class  will  not 
serve  him  in  others.  It  is  the  case  that  in 
these  large  works  the  labours  are  so  divided 
that  very  few  good  all  -  round  men  are  to  be 
found.  In  my  opinion  what  is  more  wanted  is 
a  proper  circiilation  of  the  knowledge  of  what 
the  colony  possesses,  with  the  view  of  offering 
adequate  inducement  to  private  enterprise  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  The  late  Sir  Julius  von 
Haast  told  me  after  he  returned  from  England 
that  he  had  met  two  of  the  largest  proprietors 
of  metallurgical  works  in  Germany,  who  said 
that  if  they  found  that  the  ores  in  the  colony 
were  sufficiently  worth  working  they  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  erecting  works,  and 
simply  charging  for  the  reduction  of  the  ores, 
leaving  mining  operations  to  be  conducted 
separately.  That  is  really  what  I  believe  is 
required  in  the  country.  Good  will  have  been 
occasioned  by  this  discussion  if  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  impressing  the  minds  of  Minis- 
ters with  the  importance  of  the  subject.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  know  tjiat  one  who  has  so 
much  the  ear  of  the  Government,  who  shares 
with  another  gentleman  the  honour  of  being 
the  fifth  wheel  of  the  coach,  is  so  favourably 
impiessed  with  the  subject;  and  he  may  do 
more  with  private  representations  than  I  could 
do  with  the  most  impassioned  appeal.  I  beg  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  adjournment. 

Motion  negatived. 

PAINT. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether,  with  a  view  of  encouraging 
local  industries,  he  will  give  instructions  to  the 
officers  in  his  department  to  use  colonially- 
manufactured  paint  in  preference  to  imported 
paint,  wherever  practicable  ?  He  might  say 
that  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Nelson  there 
were  several  paint-works,  and  so  far  as  he  was 
informed  they  produced  most  excellent  paint, 
not  only  in  one  colour,  as  had  hitherto  been  the 
case,  but  in  six  or  seven  different  colours,  and 
by  those  who  had  used  them  he  was  informed 
that  they  were  not  merely  equal  to  but  superior 
to  the  imported  paints.  He  might  add  that  he 
understood  that  there  were  paint- works  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  where  an  inferior  article 
was  turned  out,  and  he  hoped  that  all  colonial 
paints  would  not  be  condemned  because  some 
were  not  good. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  instructions 
have  already  been  given  to  use  colonial-made 
paint  wherever  practicable,  and  provision  for 
the  same  was  made  in  all  the  Government  speci- 
fications, especially  for  the  hsematite,  which, 
he  understood,  was  the  paint  referred  in  the 
question,  this  paint  being  invariably  used  by 
the  Public  Works  Department  and  the  Bailway 
Department. 


SEACLIPP  ASYLUM. 

Dr.  FITOHETT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  their  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  unsafe  condition  of  the  Seaclifi  Asylum 
building,  and  whether  they  purpose  taking  any 
steps  to  remedy  the  same  ?  He  asked  the 
question  as  the  result  of  his  own  personal  in- 
spection of  the  place  about  a  month  ago,  when 
it  seemed  to  his  unprofessional  eye  that  one 
wing  of  the  building  was  in  a  state  of  collapse. 
There  were,  he  supposed,  six  or  seven  hundred 
people  in  the  building ;  and  the  external  and 
internal  walls  were  not  merely  cracked,  but 
were  bulging  in  all  directions. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  replied  that  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  matter.  Before  the  ques- 
tion had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper  the 
Besident  Engineer  had  stated  that  there  were 
slight  cracks  in  one  or  two  new  places,  but 
nothing  of  a  very  alarming  character.  Dr. 
MacGregor,  who  was  at  present  in  Otago,  had 
been  telegraphed  to  since  then,  and  he  had 
stated  in  reply  that  the  foundations  in  some 
parts  needed  looking  to,  and  the  Government 
had  given  instructions  for  this  to  be  done. 

PLATELAYERS. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  allow  plate- 
layers to  work  fifteen  minutes  longer  for  four 
days  in  the  week,  so  that  they  may  leave  ofi 
work  an  hour  earlier  on  Saturdays?  It  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much  on  this 
matter,  as  the  case  of  the  platelayers  had 
already  been  pretty  well  ventilated  in  the 
House,  but  it  would  bo  very  acceptable  to  a 
large  number  of  persons  if  the  Minister  could 
see  his  way  to  grant  this  concession. 

Mr.  LIITCHELSON  said  that  this  subject 
was  first  brought  under  his  notice  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei,  and  in  reply 
to  him  he  promised  to  give  the  matter  carefi^ 
consideration.  A  few  days  later  it  was  again 
brought  under  his  notice  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara,  and  now  by  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  asked  the  question.  The 
Government  had  carefully  considered  the  mat- 
ter, and  had  decided  to  grant  the  concession 
asked  for,  and  immediate  steps  would  be  taken 
to  give  effect  to  it. 

MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Postmaster -General, 
What  notice  (if  any)  has  to  be  given  to  the 
contractors  for  the  San  Francisco  service  and 
direct  steam  service  to  terminate  either  con- 
tract? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  notice  would 
have  to  be  given,  as  both  contracts  expired  at 
an  early  date  ;  but  no  notice  had  been  given  as 
yet,  as  he  proposed  to  deal  with  the  question 
before  the  House  rose. 

T.  W.  LEWIS,  JUN. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Native  Minister,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  Mr.  Lewis,  jun.,  had  received 
another  appointment  before  he  left  the  Govern- 
ment service,  and  were  the  officials  aware  of  it  ? 

Mr.    MITCHELSON    replied    that    Mr. 
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Lewis  had  not  received  another  appoint- 
ment prior  to  his  leaving  the  Government  ser- 
vice. That  being  so,  the  officials  could  not 
have  been  aware  of  any  such  appointment. 
He  might,  however,  say  that  Mr.  Lewis  had 
received  the  offer  of  an  appointment  at  Napier 
prior  to  his  leaving  the  Service ;  but  at  the  time 
of  leaving  his  health  was  in  such  a  precarious 
stat-e  that  it  was  not  known  whether  he  could 
avail  himself  of  the  offer.  The  late  Native 
Minister  and  the  officials  of  the  department 
knew  that  an  appointment  had  been  offered 
to  Mr.  Lewis,  which  appointment  Mr.  Lewis 
had  since  accepted. 

NEWTON  FLOGGING  CASE. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
cation, — (1.)  What  has  been  the  result  of  the 
investigation  by  the  local  authorities  into  the 
case  of  the  little  girl  flogged  at  school  at 
Newton,  Auckland  ?  (2.)  Does  the  Minister  or 
the  Government  propose  to  take  any  further 
steps  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  seen  the  report  of 
the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Newton  School 
Committee. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— No. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  it  appeared  from  that 
report  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
greatly  exaggerated.  Still,  the  key  to  the  whole 
question  was  involved  in  another  question — 
that  was,  as  to  the  right  of  the  schoolmasters 
to  instruct  subordinates  to  cane  children  who 
failed  to  bring  quarter  -  money  or  a  note  of 
explanation  from  the  parent.  It  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  child  that  he  or  she  did  not  bring 
the  note.  It  might  be  due  to  the  unwillingness 
or  inability  of  the  parent  to  write  or  send.  He 
should  like  to  show  the  honourable  gentleman 
the  report,  but  he  might  say  that  he  had  given 
instructions  to  obtain  a  separate  report  from 
the  Education  Board.  Though  the  circum- 
stances had  been  exaggerated  he  thought  there 
existed  no  right  in  the  schoolmaster  to  issue 
instructions  for  the  caning  of  a  child. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  lay  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  had  only  the  news- 
paper report  at  present. 

RAILWAY  PASSENGERS'  TICKETS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOYCE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  number  of  annual,  half-yearly,  and 
quarterly  first-  and  second-class  railway  pa,8- 
senger-tickets  issued  by  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment during  the  twelve  months  ended  the  30th 
June  last,  and  available  for  the  following  lines 
(terminal  results  only  required) :  Auckland  and 
Onehunga,  Wellington  and  Pitone,  Christ- 
church  and  LyttelLon,  Dunedin  and  Port  Chal- 
mers. 

MARSDEN  POLLING- PLACES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  THOMPSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Go- 
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vemment  and  the  Registration  Officer  or  any 
otber  person  in  the  Marsden  Electoral  District 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  polling-plaoes 
at  Kairara,  Waimata,  Graham's  Fern,  and 
Awakino. 

ABSENTEES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  of  all  persons  owning  more 
than  two  thousand  acres  of  Icuid  in  New  Zealand, 
and  who  are  not  known  to  have  resided  in  the 
colony  at  any  time  during  the  last  twelve 
months. 

WI  TAKO  NGATATA. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  — Mr.  Speaker,  before 
proceeding  with  the  Orders  of  the  Day  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
loss  that  this  colony  and  its  Parliament  have 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Wi  Tako,  who  held  a 
seat  in  the  Legislative  Council,  and  who  has, 
ever  since  the  foundation  of  the  colony,  been 
one  of  its  most  loyal  and  faithful  supporters. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  colony,  when  Native 
disturbances  were  rife,  Wi  Tako  rendered  good 
service.  I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  am  informed 
by  those  who  did  know  him  that  he  was  a  man 
of  upright  and  sterling  character.  I  am  sore 
that  every  member  in  this  House  will  sympa- 
thize with  the  relatives  in  the  loss  that  they 
have  sustained.  The  relatives  have  expressed 
a  desire  that  all  members  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  that  can  make  it  convenient  to 
do  so  should  attend  the  funeral ;  and  I  now,  on 
their  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
invite  honourable  members  who  can  do  so  to 
attend  the  funeral.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  conveyance  of  members  to  and 
from  the  Hutt,  so  that  as  little  delay  as  possible 
will  be  caused ;  and,  if  the  funeral  should  be 
arranged  for  a  day  on  which  the  House  is  sit- 
ting, I  shall  move  for  an  adjournment,  in  order 
that  honourable  members  may  attend  it. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  FISH  said, — Sir,  after  the  many  able 
and  eloquent  speeches  that  have  been  made 
from  both  sides  of  the  House  on  the  Financial 
Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  is  with 
feelings  of  diffidence  that  I  rise  to  contribute 
my  quota  towards  the  debate,  feeling  as  I  do 
my  utter  inability  to  at  all  express  myself  in 
terms  equal  to  those  that  have  been  used  by 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 
I  trust,  however,  that  the  House  will  bear  with 
me,  and  that  I  shall  not  weary  it  in  giving 
utterance  to  the  few  thoughts  I  have  on  this 
subject,  though  I  may  have  to  speak  at  some 
length.  Before  criticising  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  I  desire  to  refer  very  briefly  to 
one  or  two  things  that  fell  from  various 
sj^eakers.  First,  with  regard  to  the  late  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  he  suggested  during  his 
speech,  as  a  very  excellent  thing  in  the  way 
of  a  new  departure,  that  Ministers  should  re- 
side in  different  parts  of  the  colony.     That 
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suggestion  was,  I  thought^  ridiculed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  succeeded  him, 
in  his  speech ;  but,  Sir,  I  desire  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  to  have  Ministers  residing  in  difEerent 
centres  of  population  during,  at  any  rate,  a 
portion  of  the  recess.  There  are  numbers 
of  things  that  crop  up  from  day  to  day 
of  considerable  importance  to  different  locali- 
ties, which  are  not  and  cannot  be  so  quickly 
attended  to  now  as  would  be  the  case  if  Minis- 
ters were  residing  on  the  spot.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  also  stated  his  conviction 
tiiat  there  never  was  a  time  in  the  history 
of  this  country  when  it  was  more  needed  that 
we  should  have  a  strong  Grovemment  in  power. 
That  is  a  sentiment  with  which  I  thoroughly 
and  heartily  concur.  I  believe  that  it  is  neces- 
sary— more  necessary  now  than  ever — that  the 
Government  of  this  country  should  have  a  con- 
siderable majority  at  its  back,  so  that  it  might 
be  able  to  propound  its  measures  without  fear 
that  an  occasional  defection  of  one  or  two  of 
its  party  would  ruin  its  policy.  And  I  have 
expressed  my  opinion  privately  before,  and  now 
I  express  it  publicly,  that  my  idea  was,  and  is, 
that  a  coalition  Government  would  have  been 
the  best  Government  we  could  have  had  at 
the  present  time.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Education  was  pleased  to  designate  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  as  the  weakest  he  had  ever  heard  that 
honourable  gentleman  make.  Well,  all  that  I 
can  say  is  that,  having  had  considerable 
experience  in  listening  to  public  speakers,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
did  make  the  most  miserably  weak  speech 
he  ever  made,  then  those  who  have  heard  him 
on  other  occasions  must  have  heard  him  make 
some  exceedingly  powerful  ones.  Now,  I  do 
not  know  how  it  was — perhaps  from  want  of 
proper  appreciation  on  my  part — but  the  very 
thought  that  flashed  through  the  vivid  imagina- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Education  with  regard  to 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North  passed  through  my  mind  with 
reference  to  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation. I  had  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
that  honourable  gentleman  speak  before,  but 
I  was  so  impressed  with  the  weakness  of  the 
oratory,  the  shallowness  of  the  argument,  and 
the  utter  want  of  logic  in  his  statements  that 
I  was  compelled  to  ask  my  next-door  neighbour 
— ^who  was  in  the  last  Parliament — "Is  the 
honourable  gentleman  speaking  at  his  best?" 
and  the  reply  was,  "  No.  I  have  never  heard 
him  speak  worse."  "  Very  well,  then,"  I 
said ;  "  I  may,  upon  another  occasion,  hear 
something  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
worth  listening  to."  Sir,  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation is  fond  of  telling  us  from  time  to  time 
that  he  was  not  bom  in  the  purple ;  that  he  is  a 
democrat — in  fact,  almost  a  demagogue.  Well, 
I  have  never  heard  any  one  accuse  the  honour- 
able gentleman  of  being  bom  in  the  purple,  or 
of  not  being  a  democrat  and  a  demagogue.  Then 
why  this  damnable  iteration  that  he  is  not  so- 
and-so  ?  But  there  is  one  thing,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  saying  so. 


which  almost  gives  the  lie  direct  to  the  idea 
that  he  is  so  very  democratic  and  so  much  of  a 
demagogue  as  he  likes  to  make  people  believe  he 
is,  and  that  is,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
interlards  his  speeches  with  a  number  of  Latin 
and  Greek  quotations.  It  has  always  struck 
me  as  being — ^I  trust  I  am  not  using  unparlia- 
mentary language  in  saying  so — an  evidence 
of  priggishness  for  any  gentleman  of  superior 
education  and  ability,  when  he  knows  that  he 
is  addressing  an  audience  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  whom  are  unacquainted  with  those 
languages,  to  use  quotations  from  Greek  and 
Latin.  I  said  to  myself,  "  Those  phrases 
sound  very  nice ;  but  really  I  cajmot  say  whe- 
ther the  honourable  gentleman  is  pronouncing 
them  rightly  or  giving  them  correctly ; "  and 
I  may  say  that,  on  mentioning  this  idiosyncrasy 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  a  gentleman 
outside  who  I  knew  was  a  thorough  Latin 
scholar,  Jie  said,  "Oh,  he  did  not  even  pro- 
nounce them  correctly ; "  and  he  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  he  was  almost  afraid  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  know  what  he 
was  saying.  With  regard  to  this  practice. 
Sir,  I  really  think  that  in  the  future  it  would 
be  much  better  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man gave  us  English,  real  English.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  rather  unhappy, 
I  think,  in  one  allusion  which  he  made  to 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  He  twitted  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  that  honourable  gentleman  was 
a  member  with  what  he  conceived  to  be,  and 
stated  to  be,  large  unauthorised  expenditure  in 
connection  with  village  settlements.  If  he  had 
been  a  private  member  of  this  House  it  might 
have  been,  for  the  purpose  of  argument,  a  per- 
fectly fair  thing  to  twit  the  late  Treasurer 
with  this  alleged  wrong ;  but  he  was  peculiarly 
unfortunate,  in  the  position  he  now  occupies,  in 
making  such  an  allusion.  If  he  reads  history 
and  keeps  himself  acquainted  with  it,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  he  does,  he  must  know  that  his  pre- 
sent colleague,  the  Premier,  in  1883-84  actually 
imported  from  England  railway  material  of  a 
value  of  £250,000  or  £260,000  without  the  autho- 
rity of  this  House,  and  when  he  reported  it  to 
the  House  he  said  it  was  a  matter  hardly  worth 
speaking  about.  The  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  savoured,  to  me,  of  being  some- 
thing audacious  when  he  ventured  to  twit  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  with  this  alleged  un- 
authorised expenditure  on  village  settlements — 
an  expenditure, mark  you,  not  "unauthorised" 
in  the  sense  in  which  he  used  the  word,  for  it 
was  part  of  the  outcome  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  and  was,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly 
justified.  But,  at  any  rate,  if  these  remarks 
were  not  applicable  to  the  village-settlement 
expenditure  they  were  to  what  happened  under 
the  present  Premier  in  1883.  I  was  very  much 
delighted  by  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Thomdon ;  and  I  must  say  I  was 
astonished,  at  the  same  time,  because  I  had 
always  understood  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  rather  a  Tory  in  his  principles,  and  I  was 
induced  to  think  that  from  his  always  supporting 
in  this  House  the  party  that  is  known  by  that 
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title,  for  want  of  a  better  name.  Bat  he  gave 
utterance  to  sentiments  that  would  do  credit  to 
the  most  ultra-liberal  in  this  House :  they  were 
worthy  of  a  democrat,  and  I  hail  with  delight 
the  views  expressed  by  that  honourable  gentle- 
men, and  look  forward  to  the  time — and  it  can- 
not be  far  distant — when  he  must  of  necessity 
come  over  to  this  side  of  the  House.  I  can 
easily  imderstajid,  holding  the  views  which  he 
does,  how  unoohgenial  he  must  find  the  company 
with  which  he  is  at  present  associated.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  amongst  other  things, 
said  he  trusted  the  Government,  in  their  legisla- 
tion, would  devise  measures  which  would  place 
upon  any  incoming  Ministry  strong  manacles. 
I  do  not  know  whether  an  incoming  Ministry 
would  require  to  be  manacled  very  strongly ; 
but  it  ran  through  my  mind,  at  the  time  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  these  remarks, 
that  it  was  very  necessary  that,  if  not  man- 
aded,  the  present  Premier  should,  at  any  rate, 
be  very  strongly  hobbled.  From  th^  manner 
in  which  he  deals  with  the  finances  of  this 
oountry  he  would  require  a  very  strong  power 
indeed  to  restrain  his  impetuosity.  The  honour- 
able member  said,  very  rightly,  also,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  that  a  private  member,  directly 
he  alters  his  mind  upon  a  particular  subject 
or  on  the  virtues  of  a  particular  Ministry,  and 
chooses  to  sever  his  connection  with  it,  is  at 
once  subjected  to  all  sorts  of  opprobrious  epi- 
thets, but  when  a  Minister  performs  a  similar 
'*  move  "  nothing  is  said  about  it.  When  he  said 
that,  he  must  have  had  in  his  mind  the  flagrant 
alterations  in  political  action  indulged  in  by 
the  present  hea!d  of  the  Government.  There  is 
another  thing  of  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke,  and  with  which  I  thoroughly  agree, 
and  that  is  his  determination  to  vote  against 
the  creation  of  any  more  of  these  small  har- 
bours ;  and  I  think  his  remarks  were  particularly 
in  point  when  we  have  before  us  the  fact  that 
the  Premier  has  introduced  a  Bill  to  authorise 
the  construction  of  another  of  these  harbours 
at  a  small  place  called  Opunake.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  advocated  that  a  tax  should  be 
placed  on  absentee  landlords,  and  in  that  he 
has  my  hearty  sympathy.  I  think  I  could 
suggest  a  means  whereby  that  could  be  brought 
about  without  passing  an  Absentees  Act,  which 
might  possibly  operate  prejudicially  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  in  the  Home  money- 
market.  If  the  Government  said  that  the 
property-tax  should  be  raised  to  l^d.,  and  that 
a  discount  of  one-eighth  of  a  penny  should  be 
allowed  to  all  persons  making  a  declaration 
that  they  had  resided  for  six  months  in  the 
colony  prior  to  the  imposition  of  the  tax,  that 
could  be  very  simply  done.  A  declaration 
could  be  attached  to  the  tax-paper,  which  could 
be  signed.  By  that  means  the  Government 
could  reach  those  gentlemen  who  draw  revenue 
from  the  country  and  stay  at  Home  to  spend 
it.  I  have  said  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Thorndon  should  be  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  I  repeat  it ;  and  when  listening  to 
his  remarks  he  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Major  in 
the  comic  opera  of  "Patience,"  who,  when  he 
began  to  learn  sesthetics,  lifted  himself  on  one 
Mr.  Fish 


leg  and  said,  '<  I  do  not  like  it,  but  I  do  it" 
That  is  to  say,  the  honourable  gentieman  is 
going  to  vote  for  the  Government,  bat  he  does 
not  like  to  do  it.  Sir,  the  Government  have 
taken  a  three  weeks*  recess  to  incubate  a 
policy.  Those  who  have  read  ^sop's  Fables 
must  remember  that  of  the  mountain  which 
was  in  labour  and  brought  forth  a  mouse.  In 
the  same  way  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  incubating  for  three  weeks, 
and  has  brought  forth  such  a  miserable  littie 
mouse  that,  in  very  pity  to  itself,  it  oaght  to  be 
extinguished  as  speedily  as  possible.  That 
which  the  Government  calls  a  policy  is,  to  my 
mind,  nothing  but  a  thing  of  shreds  and 
patches.  But  I  shall  deal  with  it  later  on.  The 
country  has  recently  asked  for  bread — has  de> 
manded  bread,  in  the  most  piteous  tones,  and 
the  Government  have  given  it — what?  Thef 
have  given  it  a  very  hard  stone.  I  think  the 
Premier  may  fairly  be  congratulated  on  the 
apparent  clearness  with  which  he  referred  to 
the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  I 
think  he  may  also  be  congratulated  on  the  fact 
that  there  was  an  absence  in  his  Statement  of 
that  bitterness  with  regard  to  his  predeceasois 
which  has  been  so  unusual  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  similar  occasions.  But  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  this  is  due  to  any  coorteoinB 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  want 
of  captious  criticism  of  his  predecessors  lies  in 
the  fact  that  he  really  had  nothing  to  adversely 
criticize.  In  criticizing  the  Government  policy 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  go  over,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  same  ground  as  others.  Nevertheless, 
I  think  it  is  desirable  that,  on  an  occasion 
of  this  kind,  every  member  should  give  his 
opinion  on  the  various  points  of  the  policy  as 
laid  before  the  House.  With  some  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  honourable  gentleman  I  agree. 
not  wholly,  but  still  to  a  certain  extent  I 
agree  with  them.  The  first  thing  that  strOces 
me  is  part  of  their  proposals  with  regard  to 
Maori  lands.  On  page  6  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  among  other  things  I  find  these 
words : — 

*'  In  the  opinion  of  the  Government  there  are 
largo  districts  in  the  colony  within  which  many 
Maoris  are  living  where  the  same  laws  can  be 
applied  with  advantage  to  the  Natives  and 
Europeans  alike.  We  shall  therefore,  in  re- 
pealing, as  we  propose  to  repeal,  the  Crown  sjid 
Native  Lands  Bating  Act,  ask  for  authority  to 
declare  districts  in  which  the  law  will  apply 
equally  to  individuals  of  both  races.  Tlie 
Maori,  on  the  one  hand,  will  be  liable  to  pej 
rates  and  taxes  as  his  fellow  -  subject  of  the 
European  race  is,  and,  on  the  other,  he  will  be 
permitted  to  deal  with  his  lands  as  freely  as  a 
European  after  the  Grown  title  has  been  ob- 
tained." 

I  think  that  portion  of  the  honourable  gentle* 
man's  policy  requires  the  closest  scrutiny,  and 
I  shall  give  to  it  the  closest  scrutiny,  because  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived,  and  will  not  arrive  for  some  time 
to  come,  when  the  Natives  can  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  Europeans.     I  believe 
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that,  whilst  it  may  be  true  that  there  are  some 
Boattered  over  the  colony  who  may  be  trusted 
to  be  treated  the  some  as  Europeans,  still  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Natives  who  will  be  affected 
oy  a  measure  of  this  kind  are  not  yet  ready  for 
such  a  law  being  passed  in  reference  to  them. 
I  fear  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
this  respect,  if  carried  out,  would  result  in 
nothing  more  or  less  than  the  confiscation  of 
the  lands  of  the  Maoris.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
talk  of  the  equality  of  the  races,  but  every  re- 
flecting man  must  admit  that  the  Maori  race, 
intelligent  as  they  are,  still  want  the  protect- 
ing hand  of  the  European,  or  the  result  will  be 
of  great  detriment  to  them.  The  repeal  of  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act  meets 
with  my  hearty  approval ;  but  it  brings  to  my 
mind  the  fact  that  all  the  legislation  of  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
Yenunent  in  the  past  has  been  entirely  of  a 
tentative  character.  He  passes  an  Act,  and, 
figuratively  speaking,  he  has  to  repeal  it  to- 
morrow. I  deduce  from  that  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  more  showy  in  his  political 
action  than  he  is  deep  and  earnest.  He  does 
not  give  that  attention  to  the  work  that  he 
brings  before  the  House  which  he  should  do. 
The  consequence  is  that  his  measures  are  only 
tentative,  and  result  in  nothing  but  disaster 
from  the  time  they  are  put  on  the  Statute  Book 
until  they  are  wiped  off  again.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  in  referring  to  the  tariff  of  the 
colony,  tells  us  that  he  does  not  intend  to  in- 
terfere with  that  question  until  next  session. 
And,  Sir,  he  says — and  his  colleague  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  echoes  what  he  says — that 
they  are  not  doing  so  because  it  will  have  a 
greater  effect  in  settling  the  mind  of  the  coun- 
tzy  than  anything  else.  Why,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  very  reverse  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  policy.  If  he  has, 
as  he  says,  an  intention  to  revise  the  tariff 
next  year,  does  it  not  put  the  traders  of  all 
classes  on  the  tenterhooks  of  expectation  as  to 
what  is  to  be  the  alteration  that  he  is  going 
to  make  ?  If  you  look  at  his  Statement,  in 
one  portion  you  see  that  he  means  to  intro- 
duce changes  to  protect  native  industries; 
but  if  you  look  at  it  in  another  way  you 
can  see  that  the  honourable  gentleman  means 
to  do  nothing  of  the  kind ;  and  this  insincerity 
that  is  observable  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Statement  is  far  worse  to  the  country 
and  the  trading  community  than  if  he  were 
to  say  straightforwardly,  as  he  should  do, 
whether  the  alterations  in  the  tariff  will  be 
of  a  protective  character,  or  whether  they 
are  to  be  merely  alterations  for  revenue  pur- 
poses, or  are  to  be  made  on  a  free -trade 
oasis.  If  he  had  done  that  he  would  have  got 
credit,  deservedly,  for  sincerity ;  and  that  would 
have  had  the  effect  of  settlixig  men's  minds 
as  to  what  the  Government  intended  to  do 
in  tiie  way  of  amending  the  tariff.  I  shall 
have  something  to  say  on  this  very  impor- 
tant question  later  on.  Now  we  come  to 
the  honourable  member's  proposals  for  the 
future,  and  I  think  that  it  is  in  these  pro- 
posals that  many  honourable  members  will  find 


the  most  dissatisfaction.  In  fact,  I  beg  leave 
to  express  my  opinion  that  there  are  not  ten 
members  in  the  House  but  who  must,  if  they 
spoke  their  mind,  both  speak  and  vote  against 
the  honourable  member's  proposals,  or  some  of 
them.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  country  is  lavish. 
Well,  Sir,  that  expression  might  have  been  left 
out.  Everybody  knows  it.  It  is  an  accepted  fact 
that  any  honourable  gentleman  sitting  on  those 
benches  must  carry  out  retrenchment.  The 
question  we  have  to  consider  is,  whether  the 
fiklterations  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  are  satisfactory  or  not.  I  shall  refer 
to  this  subject  still  further  on.  With  regard 
to  that  portion  of  the  Statement  which  refers 
to  immigration,  on  page  7  the  honourable 
gentleman  says,  and  says  verv  truly,  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  largely  depends  upon 
the  settlement  on  its  lands  of  a  thriving  popu- 
lation. We  are  quite  agreed  on  that.  But  we 
are  not  told  in  this  Statement,  except  in  a  very 
hazy  manner,  in  what  direction  the  honour- 
able gentleman  means  to  carry  out  this  policy. 
I  have  heard  that  the  principle  upon  which 
the  new  Land  Bill  is  to  be  framed  is,  that  there 
are  three  modes  of  selling  land — ^namely,  by 
means  of  cash  sales,  deferred  pa3anent,  and 
perpetual  lease ;  and  that,  in  the  event  of  two 
or  more  parties  being  applicants  for  any  par- 
ticular block  of  land  under  these  three  systems, 
it  is  tho  intention  of  the  Government  to  resort  to 
that  pernicious  system  of  sale  by  auction — that 
these  lands  are  to  be  put  up  for  sale  or  disposal 
by  public  auction ;  and  that  the  condition  on 
which  the  land  is  to  be  selected  is  that  it  shall 
be  before  survey.  If  either  of  these  principles 
are  embodied  in  the  Bill  that  the  Minister  of 
Education  intends  to  bring  down,  I  may  say 
that  both  of  them  will  meet  with  my  strong 
and  hearty  opposition.  I  believe  there  has 
been  no  greater  curse^to  the  community  than 
that  of  the  auction  principle.  If  you  want  the 
settlement  of  the  land,  and  if  you  want  to 
make  that  settlement  prosperous,  I  say  the 
value  of  the  land  is  the  very  lowest  considera- 
tion that  ought  to  have  any  weight  with 
the  Government ;  and,  indeed,  the  weight  and 
consideration  should  be  that  no  man  who 
wishes  to  settle  on  the  land  should  be  asked  to 
pay  one  farthing  more  to  the  State  than  what 
that  land  is  absolutely  worth,  and  it  should  be 
sold  to  him  at  a  price  which  will  enable  him 
to  obtain  from  it  a  remunerative  return.  The 
curse  of  this  countiy  hea  been  the  enormous 
price  to  which  land  has  been  run  up  by  com- 
petition at  auction.  We  all  know  that.  Then, 
we  are  told  something  about  an  idea  of  making 
"pensioner  settlements."  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  is  intended  under  that  expres- 
sion ;  but,  from  what  little  I  do  know,  I  am 
very  much  inclined  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  one  which  will  not  work  well  at  all.  Sir, 
another  proposal  of  the  Government  is  that 
they  shall  create  Railway  Boards ;  and  they  say 
there  is  general  dissatisfaction  expressed  witn 
the  management  of  the  railways  at  present. 
They  justify  their  proposal  to  establish  Rail- 
way Bosods  by  the  fact,  as  they  allege,  that 
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the  system  in  Victoria  is  becoming  an  assured 
success.  Now,  I  am  very  much  inclined  to 
think — and  indeed  any  one  who  reads  constantly 
the  Victorian  papers  must  come  to  the  same 
conclusion — that  it  is  just  now  that  the  Vic- 
torian public  are  beginning  to  feel  dissatisfac- 
tion with  that  Board.  It  is  beyond  dispute  that 
more  accidents  and  more  exposures  of  incapable 
management  have  been  made  public  in  respect 
to  the  railways  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  than  was  the  case  before.  Then,  the 
circumstances  in  Victoria  are  entirely  different 
from  the  circumstances  which  exist  here.  In 
Victoria  you  have  one  large  centre,  into  which 
all  the  railway-lines  converge.  You  have  not 
to  compete  with  water-carriage,  as  we  have 
here ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  freights  on  goods 
on  the  Victorian  railways  are  higher,  I  believe, 
than  in  this  colony,  and  consequently  the 
Government  are  able  to  get  a  profit  from  the 
working  of  their  railways  which  it  is  quite  im- 

g>ssible  for  us  to  expect  to  get  in  this  country, 
ut  I  do  not  think  that  a  profit  to  defray 
the  interest  which  is  payable  on  the  loan  out 
of  which  the  railways  are  constructed  should 
be  the  chief  desideratum  in  this  country. 
We  know  that  settlers  save  thousands  by 
a  cheaper  carriage,  and  that  is  the  profit 
which  the  count^  gets,  although  the  Go- 
vernment may  possibly  sustain  a  loss  in 
their  accounts.  Another  point  to  which  I 
desire  to  draw  attention  is  this :  that,  if  the 
idea  of  the  Government  is  to  have  one  Kail- 
way  Board  for  the  whole  of  this  colony,  I 
say  at  once  that  will  not  work  well.  If  Bail- 
way  Boards  are  established  at  all  I  think  it 
will  be  demanded  by  the  countrv  that  there 
shall  be  a  Board  for  the  South  and  a  Board  for 
the  North  Island.  At  any  rate,  I  am  anything 
but  satisfied  that  a  Railway  Board  would  be  a 
change  for  the  better  on  the  present  system ; 
and  I  take  leave  to  reserve  my  right  to  vote 
on  that  question  as  I  think  when  it  comes  on. 
It  may  be  said  there  is  dissatisfaction  with 
the  management  of  the  railway.  I  am  quite 
free  to  admit  that  that  is  true.  It  is  true 
because  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  railway 
system  a  man  who  is  impracticable,  and  con- 
sequently incompetent.  I  refer  to  the  Manager 
of  the  Railways,  Mr.  Maxwell.  It  is  beyond 
doubt,  if  you  are  to  gather  anything  from  what 
is  said  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country,  that  that  gentleman  is  not  one  of 
those  who  are  the  right  men  in  the  right  place  ; 
and  if  the  head  of  a  department  is  a  man  of 
that  kind,  so  you  will  find  the  lesser  lights  to 
be.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
great  amount  of  incompetency  throughout 
the  Service.  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  in  any 
way  on  the  honourable  gentleman  who  lately 
occupied  the  position  of  Minister  for  Public 
Works ;  but  I  cannot  help  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion, from  my  own  personal  Imowledge, 
that  if  a  practical  man  visited  the  various 
centres  of  the  colony  he  would  be  able  to  make 
alterations  which  would  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  afiect  the  efficiency  of  the  Service,  but 
would  rather,  on  the  other  hand,  promote  it, 
and  be  the  means  of  saving  thousands  of  pounds 
Mr.  Fish 


to  the  colony.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expzeas- 
ing  my  opinion  in  that  direction.  Now,  let  us 
consider  for  a  few  moments  the  proposed  reduc- 
tions of  the  Government.  First,  Sir,  we  come 
to  the  proposed  reduction  in  the  Governor's 
salary.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Gk)vemmeQt  has  been  accused, 
and  rightly  so,  off  being  a  very  chameleon,  and 
there  is  ample  verification  of  that  accusation  in 
his  action  m  regard  to  the  Governor's  salaiy. 
In  Vol.  Xlill.  of  Hansard,  page  64,  the  follow- 
ing question  and  answer  appear : — 

"  Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  the  Government  will,  during  the 
S resent  session,  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
livil  List,  with  the  object  of  reducing  the 
amount  of  salary  now  paid  to  the  Governor  of 
New  Zealand  ? 

"  Major  Atkinson  said  the  Government  had 
had  the  matter  under  their  consideration,  bat 
they  had  come  to  the  determination  not  to  alter 
the  amount  of  the  Governor's  salaiy.  They 
found  that  the  salary  was  not  more  than  the 
average  of  the  salaries  paid  to  the  Governors  of 
Australian  Colonies.  The  salary  of  the  Governor 
of  Victoria  was  £10,000 ;  of  New  South  Wales, 
£7,000 ;  of  Queensland,  £5,000  ;  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, £5,000 ;  and  of  Tasmania,  £5,000.  Tas- 
mania and  South  Australia  were  the  only  two 
colonies  which  paid  less  than  this  colony,  and 
under  these  circumstances  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  propose  an  alteration  of  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  salary." 

That  is  not  so  long  ago,  and  it  does  seem 
peculiar  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
now  yield  to  what  I  call  the  panic  idea  of 
extreme  retrenchment.  I  shall  support  the 
reduction  of  the  Governor's  salaiy.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  Ministerial  salaries,  I  have 
the  strongest  possible  objection  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  I  say  that,  whilst 
these  salaries  might  have  been  reduced  some- 
what, it  is  a  contemptible  policy  to  reduce 
them  as  they  propose  to  do.  But  I  take  leave 
to  express  my  opinion  that  the  country  does 
not  want  Ministers  to  work  unless  they  get 
fair  pay ;  and  will  any  honourable  gentleman 
venture  to  tell  me  that  Ministers  who  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  country  are 
not  to  be  paid  larger  salaries  than  an  ordinary 
insurance  clerk  of  good  position  ?  I  maintain 
that  £800  for  members  of  the  Goverimient  is  too 
little,  considering  what  they  have  to  do  for  the 
money ;  and  to  give  the  Premier  only  £1,000  per 
annum  is,  to  my  mind,  ridiculous.  It  is  said 
by  some  that  there  should  be  no  entertaining. 
That  is  not  my  idea.  If  distinguished  visitors 
come  to  this  colony,  Russian  or  French  men- 
of-war,  or  things  of  that  kind,  it  is  incumbent 
on  the  Premier  of  this  country  that  those 
gentlemen  should  be  hospitably  entertained, 
and  entertained  in  such  a  way  as  will  do  no 
discredit  to  this  colony.  And,  Sir,  I  ask  you  or 
any  member  of  this  House,  can  the  Premier  of 
the  country,  with  a  miserable  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  afford  to  lay  out  a  single  shiUing  ia 
the  direction  I  have  indicated  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb,— Yes. 
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Mr.  FISH.— Well,  I  Bhould  like  him  to  try 
it.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  that  observation  can  spend  very 
much.  I  will,  in  this  case,  quote  the  Premier, 
to  show  how  inconsistent  he  is,  and  will  hurl 
back  to  him  the  very  words  he  made  use  of  on 
a  Bimilar  occasion  some  years  ago  in  reference 
to  this  very  question.  This  was  when  the  Grey 
Government  introduced  something  very  similar 
to  what  he  is  now  introducing,  and  at  a  time 
when  things  in  this  colony  were  as  bad,  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  saying,  as  they  are  now. 
These  were  the  Premier's  words  on  that  occa- 
sion.   Major  Atkinson  said, — 

'*  The  proposal  is  a  mere  afiectation  of 
economy.  It  may  be  all  very  well  for  a 
gentleman  who  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension  of 
£1,000  a  year  from  the  public  funds,  and  who 
has  an  ample  private  fortune  besides,  to  make 
such  a  propossJ ;  but  I  will  say  this  with  abso- 
lute certainty :  that  no  gentleman  can  occupy 
the  position  of  Minister  in  this  town  upon 
£1,000  a  year;  and  I  speak  from  some  ex- 
perience on  the  matter.  The  same  testimony, 
I  am  sure,  will  be  received  from  any  gentle- 
man who  may  have  occupied  the  position  of  a 
Minister.  If  it  is  desirable  that  Ministers 
should  live  in  cheap  lodgings  and  be  separated 
from  their  families,  or  that  they  should  be 
men  of  large  and  independent  means,  then  I 
can  understand  the  proposal;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  unwise  economy  to  ask  public  men  to 
occupy  such  positions  at  pecuniary  loss  to 
themselves.  There  are  very  few  in  this  House 
who  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House  who 
can  occupy  such  positions  except  at  great  per- 
sonal inconvenience.  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
on  those  benches  one  gentleman  who  is  not 
sacrificing  a  great  deal  of  personal  comfort  in 
order  to  serve  the  country.  Unless  we  desire  to 
confine  the  Ministerial  benches  to  gentlemen  of 
one  class,  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  obtain 
gentlemen  to  act  as  Ministers  if  the  salaries  are 
reduced  in  this  way.  The  choice  at  present  is 
rather  limited.  There  is  now  considerable  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  gentlemen  to  occupy  the 
position  of  Ministers.  A  very  large  number  of 
gentlemen  are  not  in  a  position  to  do  it ;  and 
when  Ministries  are  being  formed  those  gentle- 
men constantly  refuse  to  accept  office  from 
various  motives,  but  chiefly  because  they  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  independent  to  be  able  to  leave 
their  businesses  to  undertake  the  work  of  the 
country.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  not,  in  a 
fit  of  false  economy,  rush  into  this  reduction  of 
salaries  as  proposed  by  Ministers." 

This  was  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
on  the  occasion  to  which  I  refer.  I  hurl  back 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  his  words,  that 
it  is  a  mere  miserable  affectation  of  economy, 
a  mere  bid  for  cheap  popularity  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  now  guilty  of.  He 
is  proposing  now  what  he  opposed  in  such 
trenchant  terms  on  the  occasion  I  refer  to.  Of 
course,  it  is  the  difference  between  tweedledum 
and  tweedledee.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  then  no  particular  object  to  gain ;  now  he 
has  a  desire  to  stick  to  office  on  the  ground  of 
compelling  the  people  to  say,   **Look  what 


they  do  to  themselves  t  there  is  self-abnegation  I 
there  is  a  pattern  1  **  In  my  opinion,  cheap 
services  are  nasty  services ;  and  I  never  knew 
a  community  to  prosper  that  grudges  to  pay 
gentlemen  fairly  for  the  labour  they  give  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  If  it  is  permitted  to 
move  that  this  portion  of  the  Government's 
proposals  be  struck  out  I  shall  do  so ;  and  I 
ask  every  Liberal  member  of  this  House  to  join 
with  me  there,  because  I  say  it  is  distinctly  in 
the  interests  of  the  Liberal  party  that  men 
of  small  means  should  be  able  to  occupy 
seats  on  those  benches.  If  you  restrict  the 
salaries  they  receive  you  imdoubtedly  will 
throw  the  government  of  the  country  into  the 
hands  of  wealthy  men.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  wealthy  men  would  not  be  as  able  to  carry 
out  the  duties  of  Government  and  to  work  well 
in  the  interests  of  the  community ;  but,  whilst 
I  am  free  to  admit  that  that  may  be  so,  still  I 
think  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  this 
colony  are  of  opinion  that  their  representatives 
should  have  a  chance  of  occupying  those  seats, 
instead  of  restricting  them,  by  the  lowness  of  the 
salary,  to  the  class  of  men  to  whom  I  refer.  What 
do  we  come  to  next?  Travelling-allowances. 
Of  course  I  am  free  to  admit  that  possibly  the 
travelling -allowances  in  the  past  have  been 
rather  heavy ;  but  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proposes  to  limit  the  travelling-allowances 
of  Ministers  to  £1  10s.  a  day — not  so  much  as 
many  commercial  travellers  get — I  think  it  is 
going  down  to  such  a  contemptible  pitch  of 
meanness  that  it  positively  disgusts  me  alto- 
gether, and  will,  I  am  sure,  when  the  people 
know  it,  disgust  them  equally  with  myself. 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, I  agree  with  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  That  is  to  say,  I  think  the  Pre- 
mier should  be  provided  with  a  residence, 
and  that  it  should  be  kept  up  for  him. 
But,  Sir,  whilst  the  Government  propose  that 
the  other  Ministers  should  not  nave  Minis- 
terial residences,  they  also  propose  to  give 
them  a  house-allowance  of  £200.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  almost  the  same  as 
giving  them  Ministerial  residences,  because  in 
all  probability  the  interest  upon  the  capi- 
tal value  of  the  residences  would  not  amount 
to  as  much  as  £200  per  annum.  Well,  it 
fixes  the  expenses,  it  is  true ;  and  that,  I 
admit,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  am 
in  favour  of  all  the  residences  except  the  Pre- 
mier's being  abolished.  But,  Sir,  if  we  are 
to  do  away  with  the  Ministerial  residences,  it 
would  be  far  better  to  say  that  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  are  what  they  really  are,  £1,000.  As 
it  is  now,  it  goes  forth  to  the  public  that  the 
Ministers  are  getting  £800.  Nothing  of  the 
kind;  it  is  a  &am;  they  are  getting  £1,000, 
because  they  receive  £200  for  house-allowance. 
Now  we  come  to  the  Legislative  expenditure. 
It  is  a  moot  question  as  to  whether  there  should 
be  any  difference  made  in  the  honoraria  padd 
to  Legislative  Councillors  and  that  paid  to 
members  of  this  House.  It  is  a  matter  open 
to  considerable  argument  whether  there  should 
be  any  difference  at  all.  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  my  feeling  lies  in  the  direction  of  a  dif- 
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ferenoe  being  made  between  the  two.  But,  Sir, 
when  I  come  to  consider  the  attempt  that  is 
now  to  be  made  to  reduce  the  honorarium 
of  members  of  this  House  to  £150,  I  am 
quite  opposed  to  it.  I  would  like  to  tell  the 
liberal  members  of  this  House  that  it  is  a  sui- 
cidal policy  to  go  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  Government.  For  my  part,  the  hono- 
rarium business  is  a  thing  which  I  despise.  It 
should  be  called  payment  of  members.  lam 
thoroughly  in  favour  of  that ;  and  if  you  recog- 
nise it  as  that,  how  can  it  be  said  that  £150 
a  year  is  any  payment  for  your  services  ?  All  I 
cfim  say  is  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  people 
were  appealed  to  and  had  the  matter  properly 
explained,  they  would  by  an  immense  majority 
declare  that  a  sum  less  than  200  guineas  a  year 
should  not  be  paid  to  their  representatives.  I 
know  that  during  my  election-canvass  I  boldly 
spoke  to  the  people.  My  constituency  is  essen- 
tially a  working-man's  constituency.    I  said, — 

**  Gentlemen,  if  you  insist  on  your  members 
reducing  the  honorarium  below  what  it  is  now 
you  will  find  that  men  whose  sympathies  are  in 
communion  with  yours,  whose  thoughts  go  in 
the  same  direction,  men  who  can  interpret 
your  wishes  and  wants,  and  put  them  before 
the  country  and  the  House  in  an  intelligent 
manner — you  will  not  have  these  men  to  repre- 
sent you." 

On  every  occasion  I  told  them  that  I  was 
applauded  to  the  echo,  and  I  came  to  vote 
against  this  reduction  with  the  full  consent, 
knowledge,  and  approbation  of  the  very  large 
constituency  which  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent. I  am  in  favour  of  retrenchment.  Some 
will  say,  **  Yes ;  when  it  does  not  touch  yourself." 
Now,  that  is  all  nonsense.  I  may  be  here  to- 
day and  may  be  away  to-morrow ;  therefore  I 
speak  of  it  as  a  principle.  It  is  a  great  prin- 
ciple, because  it  gives  to  the  working  -  people 
of  this  colony  the  opportunity  of  return- 
ing '  men  they  k^ow,  men  they  can  trust, 
men  who  will  fairly  represent  their  wishes, 
aims,  and  aspirations.;  and  under  other 
circumstances  they  could  not  obtain  this 
representation.  Therefore  there  is  a  great  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  question  of  payment 
beyond  the  mere  paltry  consideration  of 
whether  we  ourselves  should  get  £50  more  or 
less.  I  trust  there  is  no  man  in  this  House,  and 
especially  no  wealthy  man,  who  will  vote  for 
this  reduction  of  honorarium.  But  I  agree  with 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  when  he  says  that 
he  looks  upon  the  word  "  honorarium"  as  a  sham, 
and  that  we  should  adopt  payment  of  members. 
I  will  go  further.  If  the  finances  of  this  colony 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition  I  should  gladly 
vote  for  the  increase  of  the  sum  to  £300,  as  in 
the  sister  colony  of  Victoria.  With  regard  to 
the  reduction  of  members,  I  shall  not  support 
the  Grovemment  proposal  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber to  seventy.  I  will  support  a  slight  re- 
duction, but  not  a  reduction  to  that  extent. 
Now,  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  honour- 
able members  that,  if  you  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  this  House  to  the  extent 
proposed  by  the  Government,  you  necessarily 
widen  the  area  of  the  electorates,  and  so 
Mr.  Fish 


do  you  first  of  all  increase  the  expenses  of  the 
election  campaign.  There  is  much  to  be  said 
on  both  sides  of  this  question,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  detain  the  House  upon  it 
now,  because  there  will  be  another  opportu- 
nity of  debating  it ;  but  I  am  free  to  say  that  I 
look  upon  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  number  of 
members  with  considerable  suspicion.  I  us 
extremely  doubtful  that  it  will  have  that  good 
effect  which  some  people  anticipate.  I  am 
aware  that  there  may  be  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
country  for  it  at  the  present  time,  but  I  also 
think  this:  that  if  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  were  delayed  for  another  session  thne 
would  be  quite  a  different  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  electorates.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I 
think  so.  And  you  must  consider  that  the 
configuration  of  this  colony  is  such  that  U 
renders  it  necessary  you  should  have  more 
members  to  represent  the  community  thaa 
proportionately  obtains  in  more  densely-iwpii- 
lated  countries.  Then,  at  any  rate,  this  is  a 
thing  you  may  deduce :  that,  if  you  extend  the 
area  of  your  electorates  and  cut  down  the 
number  of  your  members,  it  stands  to  reason 
you  should,  as  a  natural  sequence,  increase  the 
honorarium,  and  not  reduce  it,  because  un- 
doubtedly the  expenses  of  candidates  for  elec- 
tion would  be  increased.  I  shall  be  told,  very 
likely,  that  there  is  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act, 
and  that  under  it  the  expenses  of  candidates 
must  be  limited  to  a  very  moderate  amount ; 
but  I  think  I  need  hardly  ask  any  honourable 
gentleman  now  here  whether  he  can  lay  his 
hand  on  his  heart  and  say  honestly  that  he 
kept  his  election  expenses  within  the  amount 
prescribed  by  that  Act.  If  there  be  such  a  one 
I  should  like  to  see  him,  because  I  should  look 
upon  him  as  a  curiosity.  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
revert  briefly  to  the  members  of  this  House 
in  relation  to  the  honorarium.  Let  honour- 
able members  consider  first  of  all  the  cost 
of  election.  Let  them  consider  the  expenses 
that  members  are  put  to  for  travelling  in 
some  cases, -the  cost  of  postages  and  telegrams. 
Let  them  remember  the  many  subscriptions  a 
member  is  called  on  to  give  to  public  charities 
and  other  things  during  the  recess.  Let  it 
also  be  remembered  the  time  he  has  to  give 
during  the  recess  to  the  wants  of  his  consti- 
tuents. He  is  at  their  beck  and  call,  figura- 
tively speaking,  duriug  the  whole  of  the  period 
from  the  prorogation  till  the  reassembling  of 
the  House.  Let  these  things  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  I  take  leave  to  say  that 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  House  who  could 
sincerely  say  that  the  honorarium  should  be 
reduced.  Sir,  the  next  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  one  which  I  am  perfectly  astounded 
that  any  Government  professing  anything  in 
the  shape  of  Liberal  opinions  should  venture  to 
recommend  for  adoption  by  this  House.  I 
refer  to  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  accept  the  necessity — or  the 
propriety,  possibly— of  reduction  of  the  number ; 
but  when  it  is  proposed  that  no  additions  sbeJl 
be  msMde  to  those  numbers  then  I  think  the 
Government  make  a  proposition  the  adoption 
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of  which  woald  be  positively  injurious  to  the 
welfaze  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
make  the  Upper  House  the  stronger  of  the 
two,  the  ruling  body.  We  know  that  the 
power  we  have  now  in  regard  to  making  mem- 
bers is  held  in  England  in  regard  to  making 
peers,  and  we  know  also  that  there  has  been 
no  necessity  there  —  or  a  very  rare  necessity 
— to  nse  the  power  of  making  peers  in  an  ex- 
ceptional manner;  in  fact,  I  believe  on  one 
occasion  when  it  was  tried  it  almost  caused  a 
revolution  in  the  Old  Country.  Whatever  the 
majority  of  the  House  may  decide  as  regards 
the  other  proposals  of  the  Qovemment,  I  trust 
that  for  the  credit  and  liberalism  of  the  House 
there  will  be  a  very  large  majority  against 
them  on  this  particular  proposition.  If  we  are 
prepcuDed  to  barter  away  our  liberties  in  this 
way,  if  we  are  prepared  to  give  up  the  rights 
of  the  people  as  we  are  asked  by  this  pro- 
position to  do,  then  I  say  we  ought  to  alter 
the  name  we  give  ourselves  from  Liberals  into 
rank  Tories,  Tor  it  is  nothing  but  toryism  of 
the  worst  description  which  is  embodied  in 
this  proposal.  We  come  now  to  the  question 
of  Civil  Service  reduction.  The  Government 
has  not  been  kind  enough  to  tell  us  very  much 
about  this — they  have  left  us  up  to  the  present 
time  to  grope  in  the  dark ;  and  I  suppose  we 
should  look  upon  it  as  a  part  of  liberal-minded 
politics  that  we  should  be  so  kept  in  the 
dark.  When  the  honourable  gentlemen  pro- 
pose to  enlighten  us  on  this  important  subject 
I  do  not  know,  but  I  suppose  the  time  will 
come.  At  any  rate,  we  have  an  indication,  I 
think,  from  the  Gcvemment  proposals  that 
they  mean  to  reduce  all  salaries  which  are 
above  £150.  Now,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think 
every  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  and  that 
every  man  should  be  paid  not  only  a  fair,  but  even 
a  good  salary,  so  long  as  he  gives  a  commen- 
surate amoimt  of  time  for  that  salary,  and  does 
his  work  well.  But,  if  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  those  imfortunate  Civil 
servants  who  have  salaries  ranging  from  £150 
to  £250,  I  will  give  to  that  proposal  my  most 
vigorous  opposition.  I  say  that  no  man  with  a 
family  of  children,  occupying  the  position  of  a 
clerk  in  the  Civil  Service,  can  afford  to  have 
anything  taken  from  a  salary  of  £160  or  £180. 
That  is  a  mean,  poverty-stricken  economy — that 
is  not  the  way  economy  ^ould  be  made.  True 
economy  should  be  made,  and  is  to  be  made,  in 
the  amalgamation  of  offices,  and  in  knocking 
off  the  useless  dead  branches  of  the  tree,  and  not 
in  reducing  by  a  miserable  amount  paltry  sala- 
ries of  £180  a  year  or  so.  I  trust  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  do  not  contemplate  such  a 
policy  as  this.  It  is  a  cruel  policy,  which  will 
rebound,  like  the  boomerang  of  the  Australian, 
upon  those  proposing  it,  and  it  will  do  the 
oolony  more  harm  than  good.  This  is  a  sham, 
illiberal  kind  of  economy,  and  is  not  the  kind 
of  economy  the  people  want.  The  people  want 
retzenchment,  no  doubt — they  demand  it  with 
no  uncertain  sound — but  it  is  a  retrenchment 
such  as  wise  men  would  effect  in  the  conduct 
of  their,  own  affairs,  and  not  such  as  is  about 
to  be  proposed  by  the  honourable  geaUemea  on 
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the  Government  benches.  High  salaries  should 
be  reduced.  There  are  not  very  many  of  the 
public  servants  receiving  high  salaries,  but 
there  are  some  few  which  could  stand  the 
pruning-knife  going  in  pretty  deep ;  but  small 
salaries  of  the  kind  I  buave  alluded  to  shoxild 
not  be  touched.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  told  us,  and  it  is  indicated  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  that  the  wages  of  the 
working-men  in  the  public  service  are  not  to  be 
reduced.  Notwithstanding  these  assertions,  I 
say  and  reiterate  in  this  House  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  now,  through  their  agents,  re- 
ducing the  pay  of  working-men,  and  I  say  there 
never  was  a  more  mistaken  policy  proposed  by 
any  Government  in  this  world.  I  nold  that  a 
country's  prosperity  to  a  large  extent  is  governed 
by  the  amount  of  wages  paid  to  the  working- 
classes,  and  if  you  have  the  working-classes  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  a  poor  rate  of  pay  nothing 
is  more  disastrous  to  the  welfare  of  that  coun- 
try. I  will  read  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  feel- 
ing of  the  country  with  regard  to  this  question, 
as  reported  by  one  of  the  Dunedin  papeis, 
which  says, — 

'*  Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  result  of 
the  retrenchment  which  the  Ck>vernment  has 
set  itself  to  effect,  so  far  as  it  has  yet  gone  the 
savings  are  being  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
lower  grades  of  the  public  service.  And  so,  no 
doubt,  it  will  be  throughout — ^the  ill-paid  and 
friendless  workers  will  be  sacrificed,  and  the 
well-paid  upper  crust  of  the  service,  if  not 
carefully  guarded,  will  at  least  be  touched  as 
lightly  as  possible  by  the  pruning-knife.  It  has 
always  been  so,  and  we  have  but  little  hope 
that  a  different  course  will  be  followed  hy  the 
present  Administration.  A  great  show  of  heroic 
self-abnegation  is  made  in  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  Ministers'  salaries  and  members'  hono- 
raria, and  under  cover  of  this  much  injustice 
may  be  permitted  and  hardship  inflicted  upon 
the  large  body  of  public  servants.  Mr.  Fi^, 
the  energetic  memSer  for  Dunedin  South,  ap- 
parently views  the  position  in  this  light,  and 
has  put  some  questions  in  the  House  going  to 
show  that  already  the  labouring  and  artisan 
classes  in  Gbvemment  employ  are  being  singled 
out  OR  victims  of  retrenchment.  In  another 
column  will  be  found  a  circumstantial  state- 
ment of  how  the  railway  employes  in  Dxmedin 
are  being  treated,  and  from  other  and  indepen- 
dent sources  wo  have  heard  similar  details. 
It  may  suit  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to 
disclaim  any  knowledge  of  these  reductions 
and  dismissals  in  the  Bailwav  Department, 
but  it  is  quite  certain  that  they  are  taking 
place.  Apart  from  the  question  of  underman- 
ning  the  railway  maintenance  force — which  is 
a  very  grave  point  indeed  —  it  is  the  merest 
cheeseparing  economy  to  discharge  numbers  of 
useful  men  who  receive  5a.  or  6s.  per  day,  and 
reduce  others  by  Ss.  or  4s.  per  week,  while 
the  highly-paid  and  not  overworked  superior 
officials  suffer  very  little  diminution  in  number 
or  salary.  If,  instead  of  depriving  of  their 
daily  bread  numbers  of  old  and  trustworthy 
servants  who  have  spent  their  best  days  in  the 
employ,  the  a^ny  of  railway  officials  who  draw 
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handsome  salaries,  and  are  in  many  cases 
more  ornamental  than  useful,  were  reduced 
and  retrenched,  then  appreciable  saving  would 
be  effected  without  injury  to  the  department 
or  danger  to  the  travelling  public.  If  the  same 
pernicious  system  indicated  by  Mr.  Fish  is 
adopted  to  effect  savings  in  other  departments 
— ^and  it  looks  like  it  when  the  Government  de- 
cline to  place  details  before  the  House — ^then 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  distress  will  be 
intensified,  and  the  bad  times  through  which 
we  are  now  passing  accounted  nothing  to  what 
may  be  looked  for  in  the  near  future." 

I  believe  every  word  of  that  article  to  be  true, 
and  it  predicts  as  surely  as  that  we  are  here  at 
this  moment  exactly  what  will  be  the  result  of 
that  thing  called  a  policy — what  the  members 
of  the  (Government  designate  a  policy.  A  policy, 
forsooth  1  a  policy  to  discharge  two  hundred  or 
five  hundred,  or  one  thousand  or  two  thousand 
working-men — a  policy,  the  aim  of  which  is  to 
reduce  by  6d.  a  day  the  wages  of  men  getting 
68. — a  policy  to  throw  the  labour-market  into 
j£Ure  confusion  by  throwing  a  large  number  of 
men  out  of  work  on  the  streets  of  our  towns  1 
That  is  what  the  honourable  gentlemen  call 
a  policy.  Oh,  shame  on  such  a  policy  1  If 
the  honourable  gentlemen  have  no  more  brains 
among  them  than  are  enough  to  evolve  the 
thing  they  have  given  us,  and  which  they  call 
a  policy,  then  I  think  it  would  be  a  gracious 
act  on  their  part  to  give  themselves  the  happy 
despatch  and  retire,  leaving  the  government 
of  the  country  to  more  competent  hands. 
Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  question  of  education, 
and  here  I  presume  to  differ  from  some  honour- 
able members  on  my  own  side  of  the  House. 
I  favour  the  Government  proposal  to  raise  the 
school-age  from  five  to  six,  for  I  am  of  opinion 
that  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
six  are  better  playing  about  in  the  o^en 
air  and  recreating  themselves  than  being 
cooped  up  within  the  walls  of  a  school. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  appears  to  me — and  I  do 
not  speak  without  experience,  for  I  have  child- 
ren of  my  own  of  that  age— that  the  system  we 
are  pursuing  in  that  respect  is  simply  making 
a  nursery  of  our  common  schools.  Apart  from 
the  question  of  expense,  I  say  it  is  injurious  to 
the  physical  and  menial  development  of  a 
child  when  it  is  sent  to  school  too  young. 
If  you  destroy  the  physical  sjrstem  by  pre- 
maturely forcing  the  other,  you  do  a  great 
wrong  to  the  child.  I  agree  in  so  far  as  it  goes 
with  the  proposal  to  increase  the  school-age, 
but  I  think  that  further  alterations  might  with 
advantage  be  made  even  in  our  primary  schools.- 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  standards  could  with 
advantage  be  reduced  to  four,  and  that  by 
a  judicious  alteration  of  the  syllabus  the 
children  of  the  colony  would  receive  an  educa- 
tion quite  sufficient,  at  any  rate,  for  nine-tenths 
of  the  community.  In  order  to  provide  to  some 
extent  for  what  I  would  take  away— in  order  to 
provide  for  particularly  bright  children  —  I 
would  increase  the  number  of  scholarships. 
Then,  why  should  the  honourable  gentleman 
stop  where  he  has  stopped  ?  Why  has  he  not 
said  anything  in  reference  to  seoondaiy  edu- 
Mr.  Fish 


cation  ?  The  two  systems  at  the  present  time 
overlap  each  other.  If  you  send  a  boy  to  the 
primary  schools  and  ho  exhausts  the  teaching 
there,  and  he  is  sent  to  a  high  school,  he  is 
often  put  back  several  forms.  The  one  sys- 
tem should  fit  into  the  other  harmoniously, 
and  not  with  a  loss  of  teaching -power. 
In  Otago,  at  any  rate,  in  order  to  reduce  the 
charge  per  head  of  the  cost  of  education,  we 
have  practically  ruined  these  institutions — that 
is  to  say,  instead  of  the  high  schools  being  what 
they  should  be,  they  are  simply  nothing  more 
than  primary  schools  of  an  extended  character. 
What  I  mean  is  this :  that  they  have,  by  taking 
away  the  entrance  examination  from  the  high 
schools,  admitted  children  of  six  or  sevezi 
years  of  age,  and  they  are  teaching  these 
children,  who  could  be  wught  in  the  cominon 
schools  at  a  cost  of  £4  per  head,  in  the  se- 
condary schools  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of  £16. 
This  is  a  system  which  wants  uprooting.  This 
is  a  system  which  must  come  to  an  end.  If 
the  Minister  of  Education  will  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  this  phase  of  the  subject  I  feci  sore 
he  will  do  a  considerable  amount  of  good.  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  might  easily 
have  abolished  Education  Boards.  If  the 
powers  of  Committees  were  extended  the 
Education  Boards,  with  their  expensive  staffs, 
might  be  swept  away.  I  am  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  a  Centralist,  but  if  there  is  one 
department  of  the  State  which  might  with  ad- 
vantage be  governed  from  a  central  point  I 
think  it  is  this  one.  Now  I  come  to  &e  esti- 
mates of  expenditure.  How  are  Uiey  to  he 
submitted?  If  you  can  understand  words,  I 
think  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  Premier 
has  told  us  distinctly  that  the  details  of  the 
expenditure  will  not  be  submitted  to  the 
House.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
telling  the  Premier  last  evening  in  indignant 
tones  of  remonstrance  that  this  House  would 
not  submit  to  such  dictatorship  as  that.  I 
cannot  conceive  for  a  moment  how  any  Govern- 
ment could  seriously  propose  to  a  House  of 
enlightened  men  representing  enlightened  con- 
stituencies— how  they  could  say  to  them,  "  Oh ! 
we  are  going  to  reduce*the  estimates  so  much 
and  so  much,  but  we  will  not  tell  you  how  we 
are  going  to  do  it.  We  will  simply  submit  them 
to  you  and  you  must  swallow  them  in  that 
way— in  the  lump." 

An  Hon.  !Mescbeb. — ^We  are  not  going  to 
submit  to  that. 

Mr.  FISH. — ^I  sincerely  trust  the  honourable 
member  is  right,  and  that  we  shall  not  submit 
to  it.  As  I  said,  I  would  rather  stay  here  six 
months  than  submit  to  anything  of  that  kind. 
We  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  to  our 
constituents  if  we  did  not  keep  the  right 
of  voting  on  the  details  of  the  proposed  re- 
trenchment. We  have  a  right  to  donand 
from  the  Gk>vernment  their  detailed  pro- 
posals, and  I  hold  that  he  who  says  that,  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  session,  he 
would  give  way  on  such  a  point  as  this,  is  a 
traitor  to  the  trust  imposed  upon  him.  ^Iliis  is 
the  communication  we  have  received  from  the 
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Premier ;  but  whenever  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion  gets  up  we  get  another  kind  of  story  from 
him.  He  says,  "These  details  will  be  given 
in  doe  time.  We  will  give  them  in  the  proper 
course."  Whom  are  we  to  believe?  Is  the 
Premier  the  head  of  the  Government  ?  Are  we 
to  believe  him  ?  Or  is  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion at  the  head  of  the  Government  ?  I  must 
confess  that  the  first  time  I  heard  the  Minister 
of  Education  speaking  on  those  benches,  judg- 
ing from  the  use  he  made  of  the  personal  pro- 
noun, I  should  have  said,  if  my  eyes  had  been 
shut,  that  he  was  the  Premier  of  the  country. 
I  think  a  point  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  known, 
and  we  ought  to  know  which  statement  is 
correct. 

An  Hon.    Membeb.  —  Take   the   Premier's 
statement. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  take  the  Premier's  statement, 
and  if  he  is  correct  he  tells  us,  with  an  audacity 
worthy  of  himself,  that  he  will  not  give  us  any 
details.  With  regard  to  the  subsidies  to  the 
local  bodies:  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with 
the  Government  in  this  matter.  I  have  long 
held  the  opinion  that  subsidising  local  bodies 
from  the  consolidated  revenue  was  a  grave 
mistake.  I  believe  the  carrying -out  of  that 
principle  has  been  the  cause  of  more  ex- 
travagance and  lavish  expenditure  in  the 
country  than  any  other  system.  The  sooner 
locaJ  bodies  are  made  to  know  that  they  must 
depend  on  their  resources  the  sooner  we  shall 
get  amongst  local  bodies  a  discreet  and  econo- 
mical system  of  expenditure ;  but  when  we 
have  led  the  people  to  believe  that  this  system 
will  bo  tolerably  continuous,  I  think,  in  taking 
away  those  subsidies,  great  care  ought  to  be 
exercised  in  regard  to  particular  circumstances 
and  particular  localities.  Amongst  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proposed  savings  is  £100,000 
or  JB170,000  from  subsidies  to  local  bodies.  I 
want  to  point  out  that  that  is  no  saving  at  all. 
He  reduces  his  estimate  by  this  amount  of 
£170,000.  Where  does  he  take  that  from? 
From  the  local  bodies.  Assuming  that  the  sub- 
sidies given  to  local  bodies  were  correct  before, 
and  further  assuming  that  the  money  was  judi- 
ciously spent,  then  it  follows  that  this  same 
amount  of  tajcation  must  be  made  up  by  the 
local  bodies  themselves.  Thus  the  Parlia- 
mentary conjuror,  in  the  person  of  the  Premier, 
flings  up  the  balls  and  tosses  them  about,  and 
says,  **Hey,  presto!  That  is  off  the  con- 
solidated revenue ;  "  and  it  is  put  on  the  un- 
fortunate local  body.  That  is  no  policy.  How- 
ever, that  is  no  doubt  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  calls  a  clever  manipulation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  When  we  are  dis- 
cussing the  retrenchment  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment it  is  well  to  understand  and  recognise 
that  this  important  item  out  of  the  £300,000, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  says  is  a  saving, 
is  not  a  saving  at  all ;  it  is  simply  a  shifting  of 
the  resx)onsibility  from  the  consolidated  revenue 
to  the  local  bodies.  Now  we  come  to  the 
public  works  and  borrowing  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  without  doubt  this  is  the 
most  important  |part  of  the  Budget  proposals, 
and  the  part  which  deserves  the  greatest  con- 


sideration, because  in  dealing  with  that  you 
deal  with  that  which  must  of  necessity,  for 
good  or  for  evil,  have  a  serious  effect  on  the 
fortunes  of  the  country.  The  country  is  sup- 
posed to  have  spoken  out  on  one  or  two  things — 
it  is  supposed  to  have  spoken  out  on  the  ques- 
tion of  retrenchment,  and  on  the  question  of  Pro- 
tection or  Free- trade,  as  the  case  may  be ;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  tell  us  that  it 
has  not  spoken  out  on  the  question  of  borrowing. 
But  I  am  under  the  impression  that  one  of  tiie 
chief  causes  of  complaint  against  the  late 
Grovemment  was  its  borrowing  proclivities. 
That  was  the  curse  of  the  countoy.  That  was 
why  the  country  was  taught  by  a  section  of  the 
Press  to  fear  those  honourable  gentlemen. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Press  knew  nothing 
about  it. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  am  sorry  to  say  the  majority 
of  the  Press  of  the  country,  in  my  opinion  at 
any  rate,  do  not  represent  the  feelings  of  the 
people.  Now,  what  do  the  Government  propose 
to  do  ?  To  borrow  practically  two  and  a  half 
millions.  That  is  to  say,  they  are  going  to 
place  the  two-million  loan  on  the  market  next 
year,  and  they  are  going  to  float  or  make  use  of 
Ave  hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  defi- 
ciency bills  to  cover  the  present  deficit.  I 
should  like  to  allude  to  the  policy  of  the  late 
Government,  and  I  shall  show,  as  I  think,  very 
successfully,  how  this  colony  has  been  hum- 
bugged with  regard  to  this  matter  by  the 
Press  which  represents  the  gentlemen  who  at 
present  sit  on  those  benches.  The  colony  has 
been  absolutely  humbugged,  and  the  consti- 
tuencies have  been  induced  by  false  repre- 
sentations to  return  men  to  this  House  whom 
they  never  would  have  returned  otherwise ;  and 
the  result  of  these  misrepresentations  has  been 
that  we  find  the  gentlemen  sitting  on  those 
benches  are  committing  now  the  very  sins,  and 
to  a  much  larger  extent,  which  the  members  who 
preceded  them  on  those  benches  were  turned 
out  of  office  for  a  supposed  intention  to  commit. 
Can  there  be  a  greater  travesty  of  our  institu- 
tions ?  There  are  members  in  this  House  who, 
to  my  knowledge,  were  returned  to  carry  out  a 
policy  of  retrenchment  and  non-borrowing. 
What  are  they  going  to  do  at  this  juncture? 
The  time  has  come  when  those  gentlemen 
will  be  proved.  X  mean  the  men  who 
are  absolutely  pledged  to  prevent  extrava- 
gance in  the  future.  Primd  facie^  some  of 
them  seem  to  be  supporters  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  their 
sincerity  will  be  put  to  the  test,  and  when 
men  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  be 
elected  on  their  professions  of  economy  and 
non  -  borrowing  will  have  to  justify  them- 
selves and  show  the  wisdom  of  the  consti- 
tuencies that  returned  them.  I  trust  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer, 
some  of  whom  are  at  present  in  the  House, 
and  some  absent,  will  be  found  worthy  of  the 
constituents  who  returned  them,  and  will  fulfil 
their  election  -  pledges,  no  matter  whether 
the  present  Premier  retains  his  seat  on  those 
bencnes,  or  whether  some  other  gentleman 
takes  his  placd.    What  does  it  matter  to  this 
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House  ?  I  will  put  it  to  the  House  in  this  way : 
there  can  be  only  six  men  sitting  on  those 
benches  there  are  ninety-four  members  in 
the  House ;  consequently  to  eighty-eight  mem- 
bers it  cannot  matter  personally  who  are  on 
those  benches,  because  we  know  that  the 
majority  of  us  cannot  ffet  there.  Therefore 
I  say  that  after  a  general  election,  such  as  has 
just  taken  place,  every  member  should  follow 
strictly  the  course  which  he  pledged  himself  to 
at  the  elections.  Is  it  in  consonance  with  their 
pledges  to  support  the  honourable  member  for 
£gmont  irrespective  of  whether  following  him 
involves  the  sacrifice  of  those  principles 
which  were  professed  at  the  hustings?  If 
those  gentlemen  do  not  fulfil  their  pledges 
I  trust  that  at  the  day  of  reckoning  they 
will  find  how  gentlemen  are  treated  who 
are  false  to  their  election  -  pledges.  There 
must  be  no  equivocation  on  the  port  of  these 
gentlemen.  There  is  no  equivocation  in  con- 
nection with  the  Government  proposals,  and 
those  who  pledged  themselves  to  a  non-borrowing 
policy  cannot  have  any  difficult  in  finding 
the  true  path.  It  is  laid  with  the  softest  of 
grass,  there  are  no  stones  in  the  way,  and  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  members  that 
I  have  spoken  of  will  have  the  courage  to 
act  up  to  their  convictions,  and  as  men  give 
effect  to  the  principles  which  they  advocated 
during  the  recent  elections,  Well,  as  I  have 
said,  the  Government  propose  to  borrow  by  way 
of  deficiency  bills  or  debentures — I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  they  are  called — a  sum  of  half  a 
million  of  money.  This  is  to  cover  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  this  House, 
is  not  that  a  most  immoral  proposal  ?  If  you 
have  overrun  the  constable,  what  ought  you  to 
do  ?  You  ought  at  once,  in  my  opinion,  to  boldly 
face  the  position,  and  put  on  taxation  to  cover 
your  deficit.  The  honourable  gentleman  might 
as  well  say  to  this  House,  "  My  proposal  is  to 
borrow  one  million  for  the  North  island  Trunk 
Bailway,  and  a  million  and  a  half  besides." 
That  is  really  what  he  is  doing.  He  might  as 
well  say  that  as  to  say,  **1  am  going  to 
borrow  a  million  for  one  thing,  and  a  million 
for  another  thing,  and  carry  the  deficit  for- 
ward." That  is  not  the  way  to  raise  our 
credit.  It  has  been  said  over  and  over  again 
that  the  policy  of  the  gentlemen  who  lately 
occupied  those  benches  had  rendered  our  loans 
doubtful  of  sale,  and  had  reduced  the  price  of 
our  bonds.  Does  the  Premier  mean  to  tell  this 
House]  that  the  effect  upon  the  Home  money- 
market  in  regard  to  our  bonds  has  not  been 
exactlv  the  same  as  a  result  of  his  proposals  ? 
Does'  he  mean  to  tell  me  that  the  expressed 
intention  to  borrow  two  millions  and  carry 
forward  the  deficit  already  existing  by  means 
of  Treasury  bills  did  not  affect  the  London 
market  at  once?  And  does  he  mean  to  tell 
me  that  it  did  not  cause  the  fall  in  New 
Zealand  securities  that  took  place  imme- 
diately after  that  policy  was  telegraphed 
Home  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  that ;  and  I 
predicate  this :  that  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  allowed  to  float  that  two-million  loan 
next  year,  if  it  is  floated  at  all-'it  will  be  floated 
Mr.  FUh 


at  such  a  price  as  to  be  most  disastrous  to  this 
colony.  The  borrowing  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment are,  to  my  mind,  wildly  extrava- 
gant; they  are  reckless,  absolutely  reckless^ 
and  are  not  only  in  defiance  ol  the  ex- 
pressed feeling  of  the  country,  but  are  also 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  I  know  that  mem- 
bers who  are  the  most  vigorous  supporters  of 
the  Ministry  in  this  House  do  not  approve  of 
the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  Government. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that 
gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  the  late  Parliament  on  aocoont  of 
their  borrowing  proclivities  can  vote  for  those 
gentlemen  who  now  occupy  the  Government 
benches,  and  propose  a  borrowing  policy  such 
as  that  now  before  the  House.  It  seems  to  me 
marvellous  that  such  things  can  be.  Now,  I 
say  with  regard  to  tbe  deficit  that  it  ought 
to  have  been  met  by  taxation.  As  to  what 
form  that  additional  taxation  should  take,  I 
will  express  my  opinion  presently.  But  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  that  it  would 
have  been  far  better  to  have  met  the  deficit 
by  taxation  than  to  have  adopted  the  dis- 
honest course  that  the  Government  are  taking 
by  shifting  their  responsibilities  as  they  pro- 
pose. We  know  exactly  what  will  be  the  final 
result :  we  know  as  certainly  as  that  we  sit  and 
stand  here  that  that  £500,000  will  be  treated 
as  other  deficits  have  been  treated  by  the 
honourable  member  who  is  now  Premier  of 
the  country.  It  will  be  funded,  and  be- 
come  a  portion  of  the  national  debt.  This 
will  not  be  the  first  time  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  have  been  guilty  of  this 
legerdemain.  It  is  an  old  trick  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's,  and  to  those  who  do  not 
know  his  former  policy  I  venture  to  say,  if  thej 
bear  it  in  mind,  they  will  find  what  I  say  to  be 
true  —  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
mains in  offioe  this  £500,000  will  become  part 
of  the  national  debt.  Would  it  not  have  been 
wiser,  would  it  not  have  given  us  a  better 
standing  in  the  English  money-market,  lo 
say  that  this  deficiency  must  be  made  np 
out  of  revenue  than  to  adopt  a  subterfuge  of 
a  miserable  character  to  get  rid  of  the  deficit  ? 
I  feel  perfectly  persuaded  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  proposed  a  lesser  borrowing  policy, 
and  if  they  had  faced  this  difficulty  by  showing^ 
our  ability  to  pay  this  extra  taxation — because. 
while  I  admit  that  things  are  bad  and  dull,  I 
do  not  admit  that  the  colony  could  not  bear 
this  stredn — their  proposals  would  have  been, 
more  satisfactory  to  the  colony,  and  would  haye 
given  us  a  better  standing  in  the  English 
money-market.  I  contend,  myself,  that  if  the 
Government  had  proposed  to  borrow  half  & 
million  it  would  have  been  ample  for  the  colony 
at  the  present  time.  At  any  rate,  I  go  so  fsur 
as  to  say,  whether  it  was  ample  or  not,  it  was 
necessary  to  restrict  our  borrowing  to  that 
amount  on  prudential  grounds.  I  believe,  if  we 
did  so  we  might,  in  a  year  or  two,  have  gone 
into  the  money-market  with  a  greater  chance 
of  being  more  successful.  Would  it  not  have 
been  better  that  the  North  Main  Iiine  had  T 
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suspended  for  a  year  ?  That  is  not  a  work,  so 
far  as  I  oan  understand,  that  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  to  carry  forward ;  and  if  it  could 
have  been  done  —  and  I  ^link  there  is  no 
donbt  that  it  could  have  been,  without  much 
loss  —  I  think  it  would  have  been  wise  to 
suspend  that  work  for  at  least  a  year.  No- 
body would  have  been  injured  by  its  suspen- 
aan.  I  say  that  on  all  grounds,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  it  would  have  been 
wise  to  adopt  a  policy  of  this  kind.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  cannot  rise  to  such  a 
thing  as  this.  The  first  consideration  that 
strikes  him  is,  if  we  propose  to  stop  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Auckland  line  we  shall  have  the 
Auckland  phalanx  against  us.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  always  had  his  way  barred,  not 
by  considerations  of  whether  a  policy  was  good 
for  the  country  or  not,  but  by  the  consideration 
of  how  many  of  his  supporters  he  woald  offend 
by  carrying  out  such-and-such  a  policy.  That 
has  been  characteristic  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  years  past,  and  many  honour- 
able members  of  this  House  know  and  must 
admit  it.  I  contend  that  this  line  might  well 
have  been  suspended  for  the  time  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  and  when  we  take  into  consideration 
this  fact,  that  there  are  a  number  of  Auckland 
people  anxious  at  this  moment  for  the  devia- 
tion of  the  route  of  that  railway,  we  can 
see  it  would  have  been  the  very  time  to  stop 
the  work.  The  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  said,  there  is  an  influential  body  of  rei)re- 
sentativesof  Auckland  and  Tarauaki  who  think 
that  we  have  made  a  mistake  in  taking  the 
midland  route,  and  therefore  we  will  allow  the 
work  to  stand  over  for  twelve  months  in  order 
that  we  may  look  into  the  fresh  evidence 
l>rought  forwajrd  with  regard  to  the  route,  and 
see  whether  the  new  proposition  is  correct  or 
not.  I  do  not  think  ^at  even  the  Auckland 
members  would  have  objected  to  that,  and  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  eased  the  honourable 
;gentleman  of  the  necessity  for  going  into  the 
money-market  to  such  an  extent  as  he  pro- 
poses to  go,  Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the 
public  works  of  the  colony  generally,  I  think 
it  would  have  been  far  better  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  restricted  himself  to  carrying 
on  the  other  railway-lines  to  just  the  nearest 
points  which  would  have  made  them  available 
for  traffic ;  and  that  would  have  prevented  him 
from  having  to  ask  the  House  to  assent  to  such 
large  borrowing -powers  being  granted.  This 
would  have  resulted  in  very  little  loss  or  hard- 
ship to  the  colony — in  fact,  not  more  than  will 
happen  under  the  present  proposals. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Otago  Central,  too? 

Mr.  FISH.— Yes;  even  the  Otago  Central. 
I  hold  that  we  must  all  suffer  alike.  Though 
I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am 
advocating  the  total  cessation  of  public  works, 
I  do  advocate  that  they  should  be  carried 
Kxu  less  hastily,  and  that  we  should  go  into  the 
English  money-market  for  as  little  money  as 
possible.  The  honourable  gentleman  himself 
suggests  three  courses.  Kow,  what  is  the 
second  course  he  indicates  in  his  Financial 
^Statement?    He  says,— 


*<  We  will  now  consider  the  second  course — 
shall  we  use  the  money  allocated  to  one  work 
temporarily  or  permanently  upon  another 
work?  If  the  House  should  so  determine,  it 
will  be  possible  with  the  money  at  our  disposal 
to  find  the  funds  to  carry  on  necessary  works  to 
a  moderate  extent  by  borrowing  from  one  ac- 
count in  aid  of  the  funds  exhausted  in 
another." 

Now,  from  the  way  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  put  that,  one  would  almost  think  he 
intended  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  tiiis  was  a 
policy  utterly  unknown  to  him.  Why,  this  is  a 
policy  the  honourable  gentleman  has  carried  on 
for  years.  I  recollect  that  of  the  Three- 
million  Loan  £300,000  was  allocated  to  the 
Otago  Central.  And  what  did  the  honourable 
gentleman  do  then  ?  Why,  he  spent  the  best 
part  of  that  money  on  roads  and  bridges  norUi 
of  Auckland,  and  to  build  expensive  bridges 
about  the  country.  There  was  no  compulsion 
then  on  the  honourable  gentleman  to  divert  the 
money  from  the  one  purpose  to  the  other,  but 
he  did  so.    Then  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

**  And  by  doing  this,  and  limiting  our  public 
works  expenditure  to  an  average  of  £70,000  a 
month  for  the  next  fifteen  months— which,  I  am 
informed,  it  can  be  gradually  worked  down  to — 
as  compared  with  an  average  of  £97,000  a 
month — which  it  has  been  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  namely  from  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber 1886,  to  the  end  of  September,  1887— it  will 
be  possible  to  find  the  means  of  carrying  on  our 
public  works  until  the  end  of  December,  1888." 

This  session,  at  any  rate,  could  have  been  got 
over  well  enough,  and  the  proposal  for  borrow- 
ing need  not  have  come  up  until  next  session. 
I  do  not  see  that  the  country  would  have 
suffered  very  much  by  that.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  continues, — 

**  Difficulties  would,  however,  probably  arise  if 
we  postponed  taking  authority  to  borrow  until 
next  session,  in  the  event  of  any  serious  dis- 
turbance of  the  English  money-market,  for  by 
the  end  of  December,  1888,  even  if  Parliament 
does  give  authority  to  use  the  balances  as  above 
suggested,  we  shall  have  run  very  close  with 
the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  it  would  then  be 
necessary  either  to  cease  altogether  to  under- 
take anything  further,  or  else  to  obtain  a  loan 
upon  the  best  terms  we  could.  In  order  to 
understand  our  real  position,  in  fact,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  Committee  and  the  country  should 
clearly  recognise  that  by  the  end  of  December, 
1888,  in  the  absence  of  any  further  loan,  and 
even  if  transfers  from  one  fund  to  another  are 
authorised,  the  total  cash  to  the  credit  of  all  the 
loan  accounts  will  be  only  about  £870,000,  and 
we  should  have  liabilities  already  incurred,  and 
rapidly  accruing  due,  to  about  an  equal  amount ; 
and,  besides  this,  the  works  in  hand  would  be 
scarcely  any  of  them  complete  or  in  a  profit- 
able state,  as  the  borrowing  from  one  fund  to 
the  other,  in  order  to  keep  things  going,  would 
necessarily  leave  every  fund  short  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  intended." 

Now,  I  contend  that  it  matters  not  whether 
every  other  fund  was  short  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  originally  intended,  if  by  leaving 
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it  short,  we  could  have  averted  a  difficulty  such 
as  is  indicated,  of  going  into  the  London  money- 
market  at  the  present  time.  The  Premier 
then  goes  on  to  say, — 

'*The  second  of  our  alternative  courses  is 
therefore  a  possible  one,  if  Parliament  sees  fit 
to  adopt  it,  though,  after  much  considera/fcion, 
the  Gk>vemment  do  not  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending it ;  because  while  breaking  down  the 
safeguards  which  the  House  has  set  up  against 
spending  the  money  provided  for  one  work 
upon  another  work,  it  would  nevertheless  fail 
to  place  us  in  a  satisfactory  position  in  other 
respects.  The  Government  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  colony  does  not  want  such  a 
policy,  if  it  can  be  called  a  policy,  as  is  in- 
volved in  merely  saying  *that  we  will  not 
borrow  this  year— let  us  wait  for  a  year.*  '* 

Now,  with  the  greatest  respect  to  the 
opinions  of  the  Premier  in  the  light  of  the 
authority  he  is  upon  the  matter,  I  say  I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  very  wise  policy  to  have 
said,  '*  We  will  wait  another  year  before  we  bor- 
row more."  That  is  exactly  what  the  country 
asks  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do,  and  it  is 
exactly  what,  with  a  reckless  defiance  of 
public  opinion,  the  honourable  gentleman  tells 
this  House  he  is  not  prepared  to  do.  The 
Statement  further  says, — 

"What,  in  our  opinion,  the  colony  wants, 
and  wants  imperatively,  is  a  total  change  of 
policy  as  to  borrowing  altogether.  We  want 
so  to  shape  our  public  works  expenditure  as  to 
be  able  to  cease  borrowing  entirely  at  an  early 
date.  We  want  first  and  at  once  to  reduce 
this  expenditure,  to  reduce  it  largely,  and  to 
reduce  it  at  a  constantly-increasing  rate,  so  as 
practically  and  within  a  short  time  to  reach 
the  vanishing-point.  We  think  it  quite  pos- 
sible to  reach  this  desirable  end,  but  not  by 
the  second  of  the  proposed  courses." 

Now,  Sir,  I  admire  the  sentiment  contained 
in  that.  I  approve,  of  the  second  of  the 
courses  suggested  ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man does  not  show  the  slightest  disposition  in 
any  part  of  the  Statement,  or  in  what  he  calls 
his  policy,  to  carry  out  the  admirable  sugges- 
tion contained  in  number  two,  or  the  middle 
course.  I  am  free  to  express  the  opinion  that 
it  would  have  been  wise,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  exist,  to  have  adopted  that 
second  proposal,  possibly  attaching  to  it 
the  borrowing  of  half  a  million,  but  no  more. 
I  referred  just  now  to  the  members  from  the 
part  of  the  colony  from  which  I  come  who 
were  supposed  to  be  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  I  may  say  here  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  them  have  expressed  in  more  or 
less  strong  terms  their  positive  intention 
to  vote  against  any  extension  of  the  bor- 
rowing-policy at  present.  As  I  said  before, 
I  wait  with  considerable  anxiety  to  see  how 
those  honourable  gentlemen  are  going  to  act 
in  the  redemption  of  their  election -pledges. 
It  would  be  unwise  and  unjust  for  me  to  think, 
and  I  do  not  think,  that  they  will  vote  adversely 
to  their  pledges  ;  but  I  trust  they  will  not  rely 
upon  the  promises  of  the  Premier,  even  though 
he  should  tell  them  something  which  is  not 
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contained  in  the  Statement.  One  need  not  go 
outside  the  Statement  to  know  what  the 
intention  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
whatever  the  proclivities  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  might  be  in  the  direction  of  borrow- 
ing, the  proclivities  of  the  present  Colonial 
Treasurer  are  equally  strong  in  that  direction ;. 
and,  speaking  personally,  I  would  rather  leave 
the  borrowing  of  loajis  to  the  gigantic  brain  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
than  I  would  leave  it  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  the  honour  of  representing  Bgmont. 
I  believe  that  the  former  would  float  the  loan 
better  than  the  latter  honourable  gentleman^ 
and  would  see  that  it  was  better  expended. 
As  I  have  said,  I  feel  sure  that  the  honourable 
gentlemen  whom  I  have  referred  to  as  being  the 
representatives  of  Otago  will  vote  against  this 
proposal,  and  will  make  an  attempt — the  first 
attempt  for  a  considerable  number  of  years — to 
act  together  in  the  same  mind.  In  the  past  it 
has  been  the  misfortune  of  the  place  that  I 
come  from  that  we  are  generally  divided  in  our 
political  opinions,  and  split  into  two  political 
parties.  Thus  we  find  one-half  of  our  memben 
voting  one  way  and  the  other  half  the  other. 
Owing  to  the  unfortunate  division  that  thus 
takes  place,  we  find  that  the  interests  of  the 
part  of  the  colony  I  come  from  sufier  mate- 
rially. I  trust,  however,  that  the  members  re- 
presenting Otago  will  now  say  that,  so  far 
as  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government 
are  concerned,  they  will  vote  together,  or, 
at  any  rate,  that  we  shall  see  a  larger  nnm- 
ber  of  them  voting  together  than  W9  have 
seen  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  The 
Premier  has  expressed  himself  as  extremely 
anxious  for  retrenchment.  I  can  point  out  to 
him  one  very  important  service  in  connection 
with  the  government  of  this  colony  in  which  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  can  be  saved,  and 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  refer  to  in  any 
shape  or  form  in  his  financial  proposals.  I 
may  premise  by  saying  that  the  saving  cannot 
take  place  at  once ;  and  when  I  say  that  it  is  in 
connection  with  the  mail  service  of  the  colony 
it  will  at  once  be  understood  what  I  mean. 
Although  the  savings  in  connection  with  this 
service  cannot  be  made  at  once,  still,  they  can 
be  made  in  the  immediate  future ;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  honest  in  his  desire 
for  retrenchment  he  would  not  have  omitted 
this  branch  of  the  service  as  a  subject  for  re- 
trenchment. The  House  will  be  astonished 
when  they  hear  what  the  cost  of  the  mail 
service  is  at  the  present  time.  I  shall  give 
them  a  digest  of  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  last  year  with  regard  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco and  other  mail  services. 

Qross  totals  paid- 
San  Francisco  service,  including  in- 


terprovincial  services 
Direct  steam  service ... 
Colombo  -  Brindisi  -  Victorian    packet 

service 
Suez  -  Brindisi  -  New  "  South"  Wales 

packet  service 


£       B.d- 

30,414    1   6 
88.709    3   9- 

1,724    1    6 

6B5  16U 

de61,4S3   3   8 
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Ijess  reeaipts—  £  s.  d. 
San    Ftanciflco    (profit, 

je2,496 13s.  Sd.)  ...  92,910  14  8 
Direct  service  (loes, 

£U,070  9b.  8d.)           ...  17,688  14  1 

Colombo-Brindisi          ...  1,025   6  5 

Saes-Brindiai 356  11  9 


S0,9S1    6  11 


Net  loss 


...  £10,a01  16    9 


With  regard  to  the  profit  on  the  San  Francisco 
mail  service,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Glutha  was  unwise 
enough  to  say  the  other  night  that  the  San 
Francisco  mail  service  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the 
colony. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE. —  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  What  I  said  was  that,  if 
the  mail  service  were  confined  to  the  direct 
▼easels,  it  would  be  a  great  economy.  I  know 
quite  well  that  it  is  the  case  that  there  is  a 
profit  on  the  San  Francisco  mail  service ;  but 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  that,  if  we  were  to  give 
that  service  over  to  another  company,  the 
profit  would  not  be  greater. 

Mr.  FISH. — Of  course  I  accept  the  state- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  I  may 
say  that  I  took  his  words  down  at  the  time,  and 
they  were  that  the  San  Francisco  mail  service 
was  a  loss  to  the  coimtry ;  and  in  confirmation 
of  that  I  may  state  that  immediately  after  he 
sat  down  I  told  him  of  the  great  error  into 
which  he  had  fallen,  and  recommended  him 
to  read  up  the  subject  more  carefully  before  he 
ventured  again  to  give  an  opinion.  However,  I 
accept  his  denial,  and  will  show  him  presently 
how  very  unfortunate  even  his  latter  statement 
is.  I  have  shown  that  the  receipts  from  the 
direct  service  are  £17,638  14s.  Id.,  showing  a 
loss  to  the  colony  of  no  less  than  £11,070  9s.  8d. 
How  my  honourable  friend  can  make  that 
tally  wiUi  the  statement  that  that  would  be  a 
more  profitable  service  I  cannot  understand. 
The  direct  service  has  cost  the  colony  no  less 
than  £28,709  88.  9d.,  and  honourable  members 
will  be  surprised  when  I  tell  them  that  out  of 
that  sum  the  contract  amount  which  was  to  be 
paid  was  only  something  over  £12,000  a  year. 
The  contract  was  entered  into  by  the  preceding 
Grovemment;  but  it  was  gone  into  in  such 
an  extravagant  manner  that  the  company 
actually  got  in  the  shape  of  bonuses  no  less  a 
snm  than  £12,806  13s.  4d.  a  year— within  £39 
of  the  contract  price  for  carrying  the  mails. 
In  other  words  the  bonuses  were  within  £39  of 
the  whole  sum  the  company  should  have  re- 
ceived from  the  colony,  and  which  this  House 
expected  that  it  would  receive.  I  have  looked 
into  Hansard  for  that  year,  and  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Government  did  not  pay  more  at- 
tention to  the  very  good  advice  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  gave  when 
he  was  criticising  the  contract.  He  then  pre- 
dicted in  very  clear  terms  the  very  result  wliioh 
has  now  come  about ;  but  the  Government  paid 
no  heed  to  what  he  said.  They  listened  to  the 
wiles  of  the  friends  of  the  Shipping  Company 
and  others,  and  refused  to  consider  the  very 
proper  advice  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  gave  them.  So  that  a  contract 
which  ought  to  be  costing   the  colony,  and 


which  was  expected  to  cost  the  colony,  only 
£12,000  or  £13,000,  is  costing  us  nearly 
£29,000,  nearly  half  of  which  is  made  up  of 
bonuses  for  which  we  never  should  have  be- 
come liable  if  the  Government  who  had  the 
dealing  with  the  matter  had  dealt  with  it  in 
a  proper  and  businesslike  manner.  I  desire  to 
point  out  also  that,  while  all  the  people  are 
crying  out  for  retrenchment,  that  retrench* 
ment  should  permeate  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. If  we  ask  the  working-men  to 
submit  to  a  reduction  of  their  pay,  or  to  dis- 
missal right  and  left,  then  I  say  we  have  a  right 
to  say  to  the  mercantile  classes,  **  You  must 
be  prepared  to  give  up  some  of  the  luxuries 
which  you  now  possess."  In  the  present  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  colony  we  cannot  afford 
to  pay  for  two  mail  services.  I  confess  that 
when  I  first  looked  into  this  question  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  it  would  pay  the 
colony  better  to  do  away  with  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service,  and  retain  the  direct  service; 
but  the  investigations  which  I  have  made  prove 
to  me  conclusively  that  it  would  be  better  on 
all  grounds  to  do  away  with  the  direct  service. 
I  say  that  with  the  Saji  Francisco  service,  as- 
sisted by  the  Brindisi  and  Suez  service,  we 
shall  have  all  that  we  want  at  present,  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  ask  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity to  give  up  this  fortnightly  service.  If  we 
were  to  do  away  with  the  direct  service,  and 
confine  ourselves  to  the  San  Francisco  service 
and  those  by  Brindisi  and  Suez,  we  should  save 
at  least  £30,000  a  year;  and  I  will  show 
presently  how  we  can  do  it.  Another  saving 
can  be  made  in  regard  to  our  mail-communica- 
tion— that  is,  if  you  choose  to  do  it.  There  ifl 
about  £9,000  per  annum  paid  now  to  the  inter- 
provincial  service  in  connection  with  the  ocean 
mail  service.  If  we  were  to  adopt  this  plan — 
and  again  I  ask,  as  it  is  an  age  of  economy  and 
retrenchment,  why  not  ? — if  we  were  to  adopt 
this  plan,  say  the  mail  comes  in  to-day,  in- 
stead of  having  one  of  the  Union  Company's 
steamers  waiting  for  that  mail  to  take  it  south 
or  north,  let  it  be  taken  by  the  boat  which 
is  next  leaving,  either  that  day  or  the  day 
afterwards,  in  the  ordinary  course.  There  would 
be  no  loss  to  the  convenience  of  the  people  if 
such  a  system  were  adopted,  as  they  could  wait 
for  their  letters  by  the  interprovincial  steamers 
in  the  ordinary  way.  If  this  were  done  we  ought 
to  save  at  least  £5,000  per  annum.  I  would 
point  out  another  way  in  which  the  mail  ser- 
vice of  this  country  could  be  carried  on  with 
profit  and  advantage  to  all  concerned.  We 
have,  at  the  present  time,  a  San  Francisco 
mail  service ;  a  direct  steam  service ;  and 
I  believe  there  has  been  another  service 
lately  introduced  called  the  Tyser  service. 
Why  not  have  a  plan  of  this  kind  ? — Have  no 
ocean  mail-going  service  at  all ;  make  no  con- 
tract, except  to  agree  to  pay  to  each  of  these 
services  so  much  per  pound  for  the  letters  they 
carry.  Let  the  correspondence  be  directed  to  go 
**  vid  San  Francisco,"  or  "  direct,"  or  "  via  Tyser 
line.-'  The  people  would  be  the  best  judges 
of  the  routes  tney  wished  to  select.  They 
would   thus  have   the  choice   of    three   ser- 
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vices,  and  thus  the  system  would  give  assist- 
ance to  each  of  the  services,  which  would  com- 
pete satisfactorily  with  each  other  for  the 
oeneiit  of  the  people.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  that  is  a  policy  which  might  have  been 
carried  out,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  very  simple 
one  indeed.  There  is  another  thing  I  may 
mention,  that  the  shipping  companies  pay 
nothing  to  the  colony  under  the  Property-tax 
Act.  I  also  want  to  show  what  I  believe  the 
•  results  to  this  colony  would  be,  so  far  as  I 
can  make  out,  of  carrying  into  effect  my  pro- 
position of  abolishing  the  direct  steam  service. 
The  difference  between  the  San  Francisco  ser- 
vice and  the  direct  service  is  this :  that  the  San 
fWicisco  service  is  a  contract  for  carrying  the 
mails  of  the  colony  for  a  lump  sum,  and  that  ser- 
vice would  have  carried  all  the  letters  brought 
by  the  direct  service  for  the  same  cost  as  we 
have  to  pay  now.  Therefore  the  expenditure 
would  have  been  thus :  San  Francisco  service, 
£80,414  Is.  6d. ;  Colombo-Brindisi,  £1,724  Is. 
6d. ;  Suez-Briudisi,  £585  16s.  lid.  The  re- 
ceipts would  be  as  follow,  and  I  take  these 
figures  from  the  reports :  San  Francisco,  £82,910 
148.  8d.;  direct,  £17,638 14s.  Id.;  Colombo-Brin- 
disi, £1,025  68.  5d.;  Suez-Brindisi,  £856  lis.  9d.: 
making  a  total  of  receipts  of  £50,918  6s.  lid., 
which  would  put  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
mail  service  of  £19,000.  If  we  add  to  this  the 
savings  that  could  be  made  by  adopting  the  idea 
with  regard  to  the  interprovincial  mail  service, 
you  would  save  another  £5,000,  and,  altogether, 
I  believe  there  could  be  made  a  total  saving  in 
the  service  of  £80,000.  And  all  this,  I  claim, 
could  be  done  without  impairing  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  at  all,  or  causing  the  slightest 
inconvenience  worth  mentioning  to  the  mer- 
cantile community.  Here  is  a  saving  of  some 
£80,000,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
thought  it  worth  his  while  to  include  in  his  re- 
trenchment scheme  proposals  so  important  as 
these.  What  do  we  care  whether  the  direct 
service  loses  £28,000  a  year  or  not  by  the 
colony  giving  up  that  service  ?  That  is  not  our 
consideration.  Our  consideration  is  to  prevent 
the  infliction  of  a  hardship  on  the  people ;  and 
if  it  is  necessary  to  retrench,  and  we  can  re- 
trench without  doing  any  injury  to  ourselves, 
surely  we  should  do  it  in  that  case,  where 
it  only  affects  corporations,  and  not  indi- 
viduals. This  policy  of  the  Government  has 
been  called  **  a  great  policy."  I  have  observed 
that  the  Press  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
designate  this  a  great  policy— a  policy  that  is 
worthy  of  the  author — the  Premier — and  one 
that  has  tended  to  increase  and  solidify  his 
fame  as  a  financier.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  would  be  impertinence  on  my  part  to  express 
an  opinion  that  those  scribes  of  the  Press  are 
unable  to  judge,  and  that  I  can  judge  better. 
But,  still,  I  do.  I  do  think  they  are  thoroughly 
incapable  of  judging;  and  they  arc  not  judging 
of  the  merits  of  the  policy,  but  are  so  judging 
because  Major  Atkinson  is  the  man  who  inau- 
gurated it,  and  the  party  who  support  him. 
And  I  say,  again,  there  are  many  papers  in  the 
colony  that  support,  not  the  people,  but  the 
moneycyoracy  of  the  country,  those  whose  sole 
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aim  is  to  get  rich  upon  the  service  and  work  of 
the  masses.  It  is  a  policy  1 — "  a  thing  of  ahreds 
and  patches,"  as  I  designated  it  at  the  opening 
of  my  remarks.  Of  what  docs  this  wonderful 
"  policy  "  consist  ?  Let  me  read  a  few  items.  I 
take  them  to  comprise  eight,  and  they  axe — 
first,  dismissal  of  a  large  number  of  working- 
men,  and  thus  intensifying  the  present  dis- 
tress ;  secondly,  reduction  of  salaries  of  under- 
paid Civil  servants;  thirdly,  practical  with- 
drawal of  subsidies  to  local  bodies;  fourthly, 
carrying  forward  the  deficit  by  means  of  deben- 
tures, thus  only  postponing  the  day  of  reekaning 
or  increasing  the  national  debt ;  fifthly,  bonow- 
ing  two  and  a  half  millions ;  sixthly,  dishanding 
country  Volunteers  ;  seventhly,  further  tazi&g 
property;  eighthly,  reducing  the  education  vote. 
These  are  the  eight  planks  in  the  financial 
programme  of  this  policy-making  Oovemment, 
who  have  been  incubating  for  three  weeks, 
and  brought  forth  this  most  miserable  and  ridi- 
culous mouse.  This  is  a  policy  which  a  child 
might  make  and  carry  out.  It  is  just  a  system 
of  saving  £40  here  and  £50  there,  and  borrowing 
from  the  other  side  two  millions.  The  thing  is 
as  easy  to  do  as  possible.  The  proper  policy  to 
make  is  a  policy  that  would  lift  the  colony  out 
of  the  depression  from  which  it  is  suffering, 
and  not  one  that  proposes  to  discharge  men  and 
reduce  the  salaries  of  underpaid  officers.  This 
policy  of  the  Gk}vemment  is  simply  a  policy  of 
cutting  down.  That  is  all  it  is.  I  want  to 
know  this :  Upon  what  grounds  were  the  lata 
Government  ejected  from  office?  Upon  what 
grounds  were  the  constituencies  asked  to  re- 
turn members  to  this  House  to  oppose  them 
and  prevent  their  resuming  office?  Why,  it  was 
to  prevent  their  doing  that  very  thing  which 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  occupy  thoee 
benches  are  now  trying  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power  to  do.  It  was  to  prevent  them 
borrowing  largely,  it  was  to  prevent  them  going 
in  for  a  scheme  which  must  land  the  colony  in 
greater  and  direr  distress  than  it  is  in  at  the 
present  moment.  The  colony  and  the  people 
have  been  deluded,  and  they  have  been  de- 
luded by  those  who  ought  to  have  been  their 
guardians — the  false  and  wicked  Press  of  this 
country.  What  was  the  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment ?  It  was  this  :  to  borrow  moderately, 
to  extend  the  borrowing  over  a  series  of  years, 
to  meet  the  deficit  that  existed  by  a  system 
of  taxation  through  the  Customs  which,  while 
showing  our  ability  to  bear  our  burdens,  would 
at  the  same  time  foster  and  encourage  those 
local  industries  of  the  country  without  wliich 
this  country  must  sink  into  a  state  of 
almost  complete  oblivion.  That  was  their 
policy,  combined  with  a  judicious  system  of 
retrenchment,  and  also  a  judicious  policy  of 
public  works.  Let  me  read  what  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government  was.  I  am  not 
here  as  an  apologist  for  them,  and  I  am 
only  constrained  to  make  these  remarks  be- 
cause I  cannot  help  seeing  what  I  do  when  I 
recognise  the  miserable  sham  that  wo  have  got 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  If  they  repre- 
sented the  country  I  would  not  make  thi 
remarks ;  but,  when  I  recognise  that  they  i 
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prepared  to  oany  oat  a  policy  more  ertcava- 
gant  than  that  of  the  laAt  Oovemment,  I  can- 
not help  expressing  my  indignation  at  their 
monatroos  proposals.  I  will  read  what  the 
policy  of  tke  late  Government  was.  The 
late  Pzemier,  Sir  Robert  Stoat,  on  the  2nd 
Jnly,  at  the  Princess  Theatre,  Dunedin,  gave 
ntterance  to  these  words  vdth  regard  to  public 
works  and  railways.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man asked, — 

**  How  were  they  to  proceed  with  the  public 
works  ?  There  were  some  people  who  spoke  as 
if  there  were  to  be  no  more  roads,  no  more 
lands  opened  for  settlement,  no  new  buildings, 
no  more  telegraph-lines,  and  no  new  railways 
constructed.  He  might  say  he  was,  and  had 
been  all  his  life,  as  much  opposed  to  borrowing 
as  any  one  in  the  meeting.  But  he  could  tell 
them  that,  however  anxious  he  was  to  see  bor- 
rowing cease — ^and  he  hoped  borrowing  would 
cease  in  a  few  years,  and  would  teU  them 
now,  as  he  had  stated  in  his  speech  in  Inver- 
cargill,  that  they  must  begin  cutting  down  the 
borrowing — still  it  was  impossible  all  at  once 
to  stop  road-making,  the  erection  of  schools 
and  otiier  public  buildings,  the  construction  of 
telegraph-lines  and  other  things  connected 
with  that  department,  or  even  to  stop  railways 
being  completed.  He  would  tell  them  what  he 
thought  the  policy  should  be,  and  would  first 
of  all  deal  with  roads,  public  buildings,  and 
things  outside  of  railways.  He  thought  they 
must  reduce  expenditure  as  much  as  possible, 
and  say  to  the  people  of  the  country  that  they 
could  not  afford  to  spend  so  much  money  in  aU 
these  things.  The  (rovemment  believed  it 
would  be  unfair  to  the  future — to  those  who 
came  after  us — that  the  colony  should  go  on 
borrowing  money  and  not  repay  it ;  and  it  was 
therefore  proposed,  in  reference  to  opening  up 
land  for  settlement,  to  the  erection  of  public 
buildings  or  expenditure  upon  telegraph  lines, 
that  a  new  plan  should  be  adopted.  The 
scheme  was  this :  that  they  should  extend  the 
liability  over,  say,  twenty-iive  years,  and  that 
by  that  time  it  should  be  wiped  out  by  a 
system  of  deferred  annuities.  He  had  not 
time  to  elaborate  the  scheme,  but  it  would 
necessarily  imply  that,  instead  of  paying  only 
4  per  cent,  interest  on  the  money  used  for  the 
purpose,  some  2  per  cent,  more  would  have  to 
be  paid,  and  by  forming  a  deferred  annuity 
they  would  be  able  to  wipe  off  the  debt  in 
something  like  twenty-five  years.  Before  the 
present  Government  took  office  there  was  in 
force  what  was  called  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,  which  provided  that  looal 
bodies  might  borrow  from  the  Government  and 
only  pay  back  one-fourth  of  the  amount  bor- 
rowed, BO  that  the  Government  gave  three- 
fourths  of  it  away.  The  present  Government 
said  that  scheme  was  extravagant,  and  the 
Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  was 
repealed;  and  because  of  that  they  had 
to  give  loans  to  local  bodies,  mainly  those 
in  outlying  districts.  The  amount  so  lent 
was  limited  to  £200,000  for  one  year,  and 
provision  wus  made  for  the  money  to  be 
repaid    in     twenty-five    years,     so     that    it 


would  not  remain  a  permanent  debt  of  the 
colony.  It  was  not  fair  to  those  who  are  to 
come  after  us  that  they  should  be  burdened 
with  debt  for  roads  and  bridges  and  public  build- 
ings— especially  wooden  buildings — and  there- 
fore the  scheme  he  had  mentioned  had  been 
adopted,  and  that  was  the  scheme  under  which 
they  proposed  to  deal  with  roads  and  bridges  and 
public  buildings.  He  now  wished  to  say  a  word 
or  two  about  the  railways.  There  was  a  great 
misconception  about  the  railways  that  were 
spoken  of  as  being  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion— that  if  they  were  completed  the  cost  would 
be  a  very  large  burden  on  the  colony ;  but  that 
was  not  the  case.  A  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  sat  last  year  and  took  the  evidence 
of  experts  as  to  what  would  be  required  to  com- 
plete all  the  lines  that  really  required  comple- 
tion, in  his  (Sir  R.  Stout's)  opinion,  for  the  next 
twenty  years.  These  lines  were  :  The  extension 
of  the  Auckland  Railway  northwards,  the  join- 
ing of  the  Palmerston-Woodville  and  the  Haka- 
teramea  and  Woodville  Railways,  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Otago  Central  to  Lake  Hawea,  the 
extension  of  the  Seawaxd  Bush  line  for  a  few 
miles  further,  the  double  line  at  Auckland,  and 
several  other  lines.  From  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  it  would 
be  seen  that  if  they  constructed  the  whole  of 
them  the  total  expenditure  would  be  only  about 
two  millions,  and  it  was  computed  by  most  able 
men  that  even  with  the  present  rates  of  railway 
carriage  they  could  expect  a  return  of  about  2 
per  cent,  on  the  outlay  of  these  lines ;  so  that 
if  the  whole  two  millions  were  borrowed  and 
expended  on  the  construction  of  these  lines 
it  would  only  mean  a  cost  to  the  colony  of 
£40,000  a  year  extra.  Now,  he  did  not  advo- 
cate that  all  these  lines  should  be  constructed 
at  once,  but  he  thought,  if  they  passed  an  Act 
saying  they  proposed  that  this  two  millions 
should  be  spread  over  seven  or  eight  years,  and 
the  London  money-lender  knew  that  this  was 
to  be  the  limit  of  our  future  borrowing,  and  the 
money-lender  also  knew — which  he  would  know 
— that  the  colony  would  get  at  least  2  per  cent, 
from  this  expenditure,  he  thought  that  the 
raising  of  the  money  for  the  purpose  would 
be  practically  no  burden  to  the  colony  at  all, 
and  that  it  would  aid  in  the  development  and 
the  settlement  of  the  colony.  It  was  nonsense 
to  say  that  lines  were  to  be  left  half-constructed, 
as  many  of  them  were  at  present,  for  it  would 
not  pay  to  do  so.  The  colony  could  well  afford 
in  seven  or  eight  years'  time  to  pay  something 
like  £40,000  a  year,  and  the  expenditure  would 
give  far  more  indirect  advantages  than  the 
expenditure  of  three  times  that  amount.  If 
this  scheme — ^this  moderate  scheme  of  borrowing 
— were  adopted,  and  this  moderate  public-works 
policy  carried  out,  there  would  be  no  injury 
whatever  done,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  colony 
would  reap  enormous  advantages  from  it  in  the 
settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land.  He 
thought  if  they  took  this  moderate  policy  of 
public  works,  and  spread  the  expenditure  over 
a  series  of  years,  they  would  be  inflicting  no 
burden  on  the  colony,  but  would  be  conferring 
a  lasting  boon  upon  it — a  boon  to  settlement 
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not  only  here  bnt  in  many  parts  of  the  North 
Island — and  would  be  also  giving  fresh  hope  and 
fresh  life  to  those  settlers  who  were  going  forth 
to  conquer  the  wilderness.  In  doing  this  they 
would  be  inflicting  no  injury  upon  themselves, 
because,  as  he  has  shown,  at  the  outside,  if  they 
borrowed  all  at  once  it  would  only  cost  £40,000 
a  year ;  and  it  would  not  cost  that,  for  it  would 
be  spread  over  several  years,  and  along  with  it 
they  would  have  settlement  going  on,  popula- 
tion increasing,  the  products  of  the  colony 
increasing,  and  hundreds — nay,  thousands — of 
families  permanently  benefited  and  obtaining 
happy  homes  in  this  colony." 

He  perorates  with  this  noble  sentiment,  a 
sentiment  which  is  that  of  a  statesman : — 

"We  should  not  be  down-hearted  and  be 
down-spirited,  going  about  with  long  faces,  as 
if  there  was  to  be  no  future,  and  doing  our  best 
to  intensify  the  depression.  What  we  needed 
in  times  like  these  was  to  have  courage,  hope, 
and  thrift,  and  if  we  had  these  three  things  he 
had  no  doubt  the  colony  would  go  through 
trying  times  as  it  had  done  in  the  past,  and  we 
should,  in  the  future,  be  a  greater  and  a  better 
colony  than  ever  we  had  been  in  the  past." 

I  say  there  is  a  policy  propounded,  a  states- 
manlike utterance  which  we  fail  utterly  to  find 
in  this  thing  called  a  policy  that  is  foisted,  or 
attempted  to  be  foisted,  on  the  public  by  the 
Premier.  There  is  a  paper  in  Dunedin  Imown 
as  the  Otago  Daily  Times 

An  Hon.  Member. — Query  ? 

Mr.  FISH. — Well,  it  is  not  much  known  out- 
side Dunedin,  or,  if  it  is,  it  is  only  known  as  a 
newspaper  which  is  not  worthy  of  belief ;  but 
that  paper  is  there  ;  it  is  an  existing  fact ;  and 
it  is  a  paper  which  supports  the  Premier  and  the 
party  which  is  backing  him  up.  Now,  in  answer 
to  the  speech  of  the  late  Premier  which  I  have 
just  read,  I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  lead- 
ing article  in  this  celebrated  paper.  Honour- 
able members  will  see  the  point  of  my  argument 
and  the  reason  I  read  it  when  I  tell  them  pre- 
sently what  this  paper  is  doing  now.  It  is  a 
leader  of  public  opinion.  It  is  one  of  those 
organs  that  ought  to  be  honest,  but  it  is  not. 
This  paper  is  a  fair  representative  of  the  class 
to  which  it  belongs,  and  I  will  show  how  it 
carries  out  its  professions.  Here  is  the  ex- 
tract : — 

*(  We  must  confess  ourselves  astounded  that 
recent  events  should  have  taught  the  Govern- 
ment so  little  as  to  permit  of  their  placing 
before  the  colony  a  scheme  so  downright 
ruinous  as  that  foreshadowed  by  the  Premier. 
Can  any  one  who  knows  that  some  eight  mil- 
lions have  been  borrowed  whilst  the  Otago 
Central  has  been  reaching  Sutton  Stream, 
believe  that  another  two  millions  can  be  dis- 
tributed so  as  to  take  it  to  Lake  Hawea?  " 

I  may  remark  here,  as  an  interjection,  that 
it  is  true  three  millions  have  been  borrowed 
whilst  the  Otago  Central  has  been  starving ; 
but  who'  is  the  gentleman  who  has  done  that  ? 
Who  is  the  gentleman  who  has  diverted  money 
after  being  ear -marked?  Who  has  taken 
money  from  this  line  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  this  Government ;  and  he 
Mr,  Fish 


will  do  the  same  again.    The  article  goes  on, — 

*'  This  revival  of  the  public  works  policy  u 
the  desperate  stroke  of  a  Government  whidh 
feels  that  it  is  no  longer  worth  while  to  appeal 
to  the  j>rudent  element  in  the  country,  and 
throws  itself  upon  the  support  of  the  ignoiaoi 
and  careless.  The  people  have  ceased  to  bo- 
lie  ve  in  the  Premier's  fine  phrases  of  '  tapering 
off,'  and  therefore  he  is  giving  the  Treasnrec  a 
chance  to  see  whether  he  can  win  more  sappoft 
by  a  thinly-disguised  revival  of  his  schemes. 
This  must  put  an  end  to  the  doubts  of  those 
who  hoped  against  hope  for  the  reclamation  of 
the  Government.    Tliey  are  past  praying  for." 

On  the  6th  September  the  same  veracioos 
journal  gave  utterance  to  the  following  predic- 
tion of  the  future  : — 

"  Mr.  Leonard  Harper,  as  a  strong  supporter 
of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  is  not  likely  to  make  the 
worst  of  the  position  which  his  chief  has  done 
so  much  to  bring  about.  Yet,  as  the  result  of 
his  recent  visit  to  London,  he  takes  the  first 
opportunity  on  his  return  to  the  colony  to  de- 
clare that,  if  the  New  Zealand  Government 
applies  for  a  fresh  loan  within  the  next  year  or 
two,  it  will  get  *  a  slap  in  the  face.*  MmistnrB 
can  therefore  no  longer  rely  upon  carrying  thnr 
railways  to  '  nearest  payable  points/  and  the 
North  Island  demand  for  absolutely  *  neces- 
sary '  roads  and  buildings  must  remain  unsatis- 
fied. At  the  present  rate  of  public  works  ex- 
penditure another  million  loan  would  be  necea- 
sary  next  year,  or  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan  would  have  been  put  on  the  maxket  and 
pressed  into  the  general  service.  It  is  useless 
to  think  of  floating  either  the  North  Island 
Trunk  or  any  other  loan  next  year,  smd  there 
will  be  considerable  difficulty  the  year  after." 

Now,  this  is  the  honourable  gentleman*s 
special  pet  organ  in  the  South.  This  is  the 
organ  that  takes  every  opportunity,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  to  vamp  up  the  honourable 
gentleman's  financial  ability  and  his  ability  to 
direct  the  affairs  of  this  colony,  and  to  mn 
do\vn  the  late  Gk>veinment.  This  was  its  opin- 
ion :  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  float  even 
the  North  Island  line  loan,  let  alone  any  other, 
next  year  or  indeed  the  year  after.  And  yet. 
Sir,  would  it  be  believed  that  this  paper,  after 
having  seen  the  proposals  of  Uie  Government 
for  borrowing,  has  actually  said  it  is  the  policy 
of  a  statesman,  a  policy  they  could  fairly  sup- 
port  ?  And  this  is  your  Press  of  the  colony ! 
Why,  Sir,  a  considerable  section  of  the  Press 
has  become  a  thing  of  ridicule,  a  thing  of 
contempt  to  all  thinking  men;  and  it  has 
come  tp  this:  that,  if  a  person  asks  yon  if 
you  have  seen  an  article  in  these  papers,  the 
first  thing  you  say  is,  "It  must  be  an  un- 
truth." Sir,  I  think  I  may  fairly  say  that  tiie 
utterances  of  the  late  Premier  of  this  colony, 
as  I  have  read  them  to  you,  did  show  a  thorough 
breadth,  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  position 
of  the  colony,  and  a  determination  to  nae 
the  position  in  the  most  judicious  way  it  was 
possible  to  use  it.  It  was,  I  think,  the  indi- 
cation of  the  policy  of  a  statesman;  and« 
if  we  put  that  policy  in  comparison  with 
the  miserable  thing  in  this  Financial  State- 
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ment,  I  do  not  think  there  are  twenty 
gentlemen  in  this  House  who  can  honestly 
say  but  that  the  policy  indicated  by  the  late 
Premier  is  to  this  other  "  like  Hyperion  to  a 
satyr."  Something  has  been  said  during  the 
course  of  this  debate  about  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  and  the  policy 
he  inaugurated  in  1870.  It  has  become  the 
fashion  now  amongst  a  certain  class  of  people 
to  deride  and  run  down  that  honourable  gentle- 
man in  a  way  that,  to  my  mind,  is  very  con- 
temptible. I  was  glad  last  night  to  hear  the 
chivalrous  remarks  mode  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon  with  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North.  I  say 
distinctly  that  the  policy  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Christcharch  North  inaugurated 
in  1870  was  a  policy  which  the  biggest  states- 
man, aye,  not  only  here,  but  in  a  far  bigger 
place  might  have  been  proud  of.  It  was  a  policy 
which  lifted  a  depressed  colony  by  one  leap 
and  one  bound  into  a  state  of  prosperity.  It 
fostered  trade,  expedited  settlement,  and  did 
wonders  for  the  country.  There  are  hundreds 
who  now  join  in  deriding  that  man  who  have 
fed,  fattened,  and  grown  rich  on  the  plums 
which  have  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's hands  in  the  shape  of  his  policy.  It  is 
these  men,  grown  rich,  who  now  revile  and 
abuse  him  because  he  has  nothing  more  to 
give.  Men  who  revel  in  riches  the  re- 
sult of  that  policy  are  the  first  to  deride  him 
and  hound  him  down.  What  did  the  Pre- 
mier's special  journal,  to  which  I  alluded  just 
now,  do  in  1884,  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  returned  from  Eng- 
land ?  The  honourable  gentleman  returned 
without  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  colony 
that  he  should  do  so,  and  he  apparently  de- 
sired to  re-enter  public  life.  I  myself  could 
see  no  reason  why  he  should  do  so  again.  He 
had  left  the  colony  for  a  number  of  years,  and  I 
oould  not  see  why  he  might  not  have  stopped 
away,  without  any  harm  being  done  to  the 
country.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
turned, and  we  find  these  so-called  leaders  of 
gnblic  opinion,  like  the  Otago  Daily  Times^ 
olding  up  the  honourable  gentleman  with  the 
very  highest  and  most  fulsome  adulation  as  a 
man  who  was  going  to  lift  the  colony  out  of 
its  depression,  who  was  going  to  do  wonders, 
and  oring  back  prosperity  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  We  were  told  to  vote  for  him ;  and  we 
did  so,  and  the  result  was,  that  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Government.  What  has  that 
honourable  gentleman  done  since  then  to  de- 
serve all  the  opprobrium  that  the  Press  and 
individuals  now  heap  upon  him  ?  Did  any  one 
9zpect  the  honourable  gentleman,  out  of  the 
fullness  of  his  own  powers,  to  bring  back  pro- 
sperity by  leaps  and  bounds,  to  work  miracles, 
and  to  turn  shillings  into  sovereigns  ?  Nobody 
ever  expected  it,  and  the  Press  which  lauded 
him  to  the  skies  never  expected  it  from  him. 
But  what  the  Press  did  expect  was  this :  that 
he  would  be  true  to  the  conservative  proclivities 
which  it  was  thought  formerly  influenced  him ; 


ing  those  on  the  poor.  They  said,  '*  This  is  the 
man  to  do  it ;  he  will  carry  it  out."  But  what 
did  the  honourable  gentleman  do  ?  He  came  to 
this  House  and  pursued  a  truly  Liberal  policy, 
allying  himself  with  the  only  true  Liberal  party 
which  exists  in  this  colony  at  the  present  time. 
And  because  he  did  not  effect  those  changes 
in  favour  of  the  wealthy,  all  those  who  own 
land,  all  those  Conservative  journals  which  are 
only  published  in  the  interest  of  rich  organiza- 
tions, companies,  and  money-rings,  now  turn 
round  and  hound  the  honourable  member  down. 
I  say  if  the  honourable  gentleman  ever  stood 
well  in  the  estimation  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  country  in  his  life  he  stands  far 
higher  now  for  his  policy  of  the  last  three  years 
than  ever  he  did  before.  I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  I  should  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  a  man 
who  has  played  a  great  part  in  the  politics  of 
the  country,  who  has  left  his  mark  on  the 
sands  of  time,  and  whose  name  will  go  down 
to  posterity  as  that  of  a  great  statesman  in 
the  colony's  history.  I  saw  no  reason  why 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  come  back 
into  this  House  as  he  did,  but  I  see  no  reason 
now  for  hounding  him  down  as  so  many  do.  It 
is  repugnant  to  my  feelings  as  an  Englishman, 
and  I  always  like  to  defend  any  one  who  is  un- 
justly attacked.  Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  very  much  longer.  I  have  no  doubt 
wearied  the  House  considerably,  but  I  have 
endeavoured,  in  my  humble  way,  to  fairly  criti- 
cize the  policy  put  before  us.  I  am  here  for 
that  purpose,  and  if  I  have  taken  up  time 
unduly  I  must  crave  pardon  for  it.  It  was  not 
done  with  a  desire  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House  and  country,  but  with  a  desire  to  do  the 
best  I  can,  in  my  small  insignificant  way,  to  give 
a  fair  and  intelligent  opinion  on  the  policy  put 
before  us  at  the  present  period.  I  may  be  par- 
doned if  I  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  think  the 
policy  of  any  Ministry  who  desire  to  have  the 
support  of  the  Liberal  party  should  be  this :  I 
think  that,  first  of  all,  the  deficit  should  be  met 
by  a  manly  resort  to  taxation,  and  that  through 
the  Customs.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  that  this  country  has  pronounced  upon 
in  a  most  authoritative  manner  it  is  for  a  policy 
of  Protection ;  and  I  say  no  policy  can  be  sound, 
no  policy  will  finally  lift  the  country  out  of  the 
depression  under  which  it  is  suffering,  that  does 
not  embrace  a  judicious  system  of  protection. 
The  Premier  has  missed  on  this  occasion  a 
great  opportunity  of  making  himself  famous, 
and  of  doing  a  vast  good;  and,  although  he 
has  denied  the  Protectionists  in  this  House  an 
opportunity  of  giving  an  expression  to  their 
opinions  in  dealing  with  this  Budget,  I  trust 
that  they  are  sufficiently  strong,  and  suffi- 
ciently mindful  of  their  promises  on  the 
hustings,  to  insist  that  this  great  question,  this 
greatest  of  all  questions,  shall  be  discussed 
m  this  House  before  we  return  to  our  homes. 
I  will  be  one  to  assist  them  in  doing  it,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  wait  here  until  that*  is  done. 
We  shall  be  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
us  if  we  do  not  give  a  certain  sound  on  this 


that  he  would  go  on  making  the  rich  richer,    principle    of   Protection,  which    the   present 
lessening  the  burdens  on  the  rich  and  increas- 1  Government    have   so   determinedly   and    so 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


348 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement 


[Nov.  11 


studiously  ignored.  I  think  we  should  abolish 
the  property-tax,  and  we  should  institute 
income-  and  land-taxes,  both  on  a  graduated 
soale.  That  is  the  true  Liberal  policy  we 
must  have.  Both  taxes  must  be  always  gra- 
duated, and  for  this  simple  reason:  Why 
should  not  a  man  pay  in  proportion  to  what 
he  has?  If  I  have  £1,000  a  year,  and  can 
afford  to  pay  Id.  in  the  pound  on  it,  then  if 
I  have  £2,000  I  can  much  better  afford  to  pay 
2d.  in  the  pound  on  that  than  I  could  Id.  on 
£1,000 ;  and  if  I  have  £10,000  I  can  still  better 
afford  to  pay  4d.  in  the  pound  on  that  than  I 
could  2d.  in  the  pound  on  £2,000.  The  thing 
will  not  stand  argument.  Why  should  not  the 
wealthy  bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the  taxation 
of  the  country  ?  What  do  we  want  our  gaols, 
our  Courts,  and  our  police  for  ?  They  are  not 
for  the  protection  of  the  poor  man,  who  has 
nothing  to  lose,  but  of  the  property  of  the 
wealthy.  The  State  is  put  to  all  this  and 
otiier  charges  to  protect  wealthy  people,  and 
I  say  that,  in  accordance  with  "the  blessings 
God  has  given  them  in  the  matter  of  worldly 
wealth,  they  should  pay  back  with  an  ungrudg- 
ing hand  some  of  the  great  benefits  they  have 
received  from  the  State,  in  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  and  other  things.  This  would  be 
only  right,  equitable,  and  just.  With  regard 
to  the  possession  of  land  and  the  land-tax  the 
same  remarks  apply,  and  those  owning  land 
beyond  a  certain  number  of  acres  should  pay 
a  land-tax  on  a  graduated  scale,  and  then 
you  may  compel  large  landholders  to  sell.  I 
do  not  care  if  you  call  it  a  bursting-up  policy, 
or  by  what  name  you  may  call  it;  it  is  a 
policy  of  progress,  a  policy  of  settlement,  and 
a  policy  of  justice.  I  would  let  a  man  hold 
fifty  thousand  acres  if  he  likes — I  would  put 
no  bar  on  that;  but  I  would  say  to  him, 
«<This  land  is  capable  of  carrying  so  many 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  of  yielding 
so  much  produce;  and  therefore  those  who 
might  live  on  it  would  be  capable  of  contri- 
buting so  much  to  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
If  you  choose  to  deprive  the  State  of  the 
benefit  of  that,  you  must  pay  a  tax  to  the 
State  somewhat  conmiensurate  with  what  you 
deprive  it  of  by  not  allowing  the  land  to  be 
settled.'*  If  you  adopt  a  poUcy  like  this,  this 
Liberal  policy,  you  will  find  settlement  quickly 
coming  to  yoiu-  shores.  When  in  the  North 
the  other  day  I  saw  miles  on  miles  of  the  finest 
country  occupied  by  only  four  or  five  indi- 
viduals. I  found  on  some  of  these  vast  estates 
that  only  some  ten  or  twelve  men,  women,  and 
children  were  employed.  I  heard  that  one  of 
the  magnates  of  the  land  owning  property  in 
that  direction  draws  £8,000  per  annum  from 
it,  and  has  lived  in  England  for  the  last  twelve 
years;  and  that  he  spends  nothing  here  that 
he  can  possibly  prevent,  but  sends  his  money 
back  to  the  colony  to  invest  at  7  to  9  per  cent., 
while  he  remains  at  Home,  living  on  the  fat 
of  the  land,  and  contributing  nothing  like 
what  he  should  to  the  support  of  the  colony. 
la  it  any  wonder  that  the  mass  of  the  people 
are  becoming  indignant  at  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  asking  that  it  shall  be  changed, 
Mr,  Fish 


and  that  they  say  they  will  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  dismissed  by  thousands,  and  their 
wages  reduced?  I  say  let  them  assert  their 
right,  and  let  them  show  the  strength  of 
their  position  by  demanding  from  the  Legisla- 
ture justice  and  equity  in  taxation,  and  a  fair 
day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha,  the  other  night,  had 
the  temerity  to  say,  in  connection  with  the 
property-tax,  that  it  was  a  fair  tax  because  it 
touches  every  one.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  have  known  anything  about 
what  he  was  talking.  We  all  know  that  it  is 
not,  but  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  illiberal  of 
taxes,  and  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  iniquitous, 
to  my  mind,  for  it  has  the  effect  of  driving 
capital  out  of  the  country,  and  so  of  making 
every  one  poorer.  Let  me  give  an  illustration : 
Supposing  a  man  comes  to  the  country  with 
£10,000,  and  desires  to  invest  it  in  some  manu- 
factory. Say,  he  starts  the  making  of  window- 
glass  ;  he  may  know  that  after  the  first  two  or 
three  years  the  business  will  pay  handsomely, 
but  that  in  those  years  he  may  possibly  wodc 
at  a  small  loss.  He  lays  out  £5,000  or 
£6,000  in  plant  and  machinery  and  build- 
ings, employing  twenty  or  thirty  hands, 
and  he  goes  on  for  a  year  or  two  making  no 
profit,  but  very  likely  a  small  loss.  Yet  the 
State  taxes  the  money  thus  lying  unproduc- 
tive, while  the  owner  is  trying  to  build  up  a 
manufacturing  industry,  and  to  find  employ- 
ment for  a  large  number  of  men.  Can  a  tax 
like  this  bo  right  ?  I  entreat  honourable  gentle- 
men to  give  attention  to  these  things,  to  turn 
their  minds  to  them.  Do  not  say  they  ace 
claptrap  and  the  talk  of  demagogues,  but  give 
your  serious  attention  to  them ;  and  I  predict 
that,  if  you  do,  you  must  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  tax  such  as  this  is  iniquitous, — that 
it  is  unfair,  unjust,  and  a  drag  on  the  country. 
Sir,  I  say  this,  in  conclusion:  I  say  that  ^e 
Premier,  if  he  had  the  ability  and  the  desire  to 
propound  a  policy  such  as  I  have  indicated, 
would  have  been  followed  by  a  vezy  large  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  I,  for  one,  should  have 
gladly  followed  him,  and  I  know  there  are 
many  other  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  would  have  followed  him ;  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  done  more  to  hand 
his  name  down  covered  with  honour  and  the 
blessings  of  posterity  thtm  he  is  ever  likely  to 
do  in  the  most  modified  degree  by  a  policy 
such  as  that  he  has  now  inaugurated. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  do  not  propose  to  follow 
the  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat 
down  in  all  his  long  arguments,  which  were 
many  and  various;  but  I  have  taken  a  few 
notes  of  his  remarks,  and  will  first  reply  to 
them.  He  has  said  that  the  new  Ministry  is 
not  a  strong  Ministry,  and  that  the  only  way  to 
make  a  strong  Ministry  is  by  a  coalition.  The 
honourable  member  said,  I  understand,  that  he 
would  not  have  the  temerity  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
benches  ore  not  well  able  to  perform  the  duties 
they  have  undertaken  ;  but  the  suggestion  that 
there  should  be  a  Coalition  Ministry  at  such  a 
time  as  this  seems  to  me  a  frivolous  suggestaon. 
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Yoa  might  as  well  talk  of  mixing  fire  and 
water  as  of  making  a  coalition  of  the  parties 
on  the  two  sides  of  this  House.  Their  policies 
are  radically  opposed  to  each  other:  it  is 
simply  impossible.  It  is  not  complimentary, 
I  think,  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  to  suggest  that 
they  could  reverse  the  policy  they  have  given 
for&  as  theirs  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
with  those  whose  policy  is  directly  opposite. 
They  are  not  in  a  position  to  do  so,  and  to 
suggest  a  Coalition  Ministry  is,  I  think,  most 
uncomplimentary  to  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite.  The  honourable  member  also  referred 
to  some  unauthorised  expenditure  which,  he 
said,  the  Premier  was  responsible  for  on  some 
former  occasion,  and  ho  said  this  as  a  sort  of 
palliation  for  the  unauthorised  expenditure  of 
the  late  Minister  of  Lands.  This  is  a  sort 
of  tu  quoque  argument.  It  is,  at  all  events, 
only  this :  that  the  late  Minister  was  no  worse 
than  the  present.  He  also  complained  that 
this  count]^  demanded  from  the  Ministry  bread 
and  that  tifie  Ministry  had  only  given  a  stone. 
Certainly  it  is  a  very  hard  stone  for  them  to 
crack.  It  is  the  Ministry  who  will  have  to 
crack  this  stone.  It  is  a  very  difficult  task  they 
have  given  themselves,  and  I  think  they  are 
entitled  to  the  support  and  sympathy  of  this 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  criticized 
the  past  management  of  the  late  Government, 
and  he  criticized  the  proposed  management 
of  the  present  Government.  He  compared 
the  one  with  the  other,  and  his  condemna- 
tion of  the  present  Government  and  of  their 
proposals  would  just  as  well  apply  to  the 
past  Government,  which  he  supported.  On 
those  questions,  such  as  railways,  education, 
and  local  government,  all  that  the  honourable 
member  said  of  the  proposals  of  the  present 
Government  would  equally  apply  to  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government.  Therefore  on  those 
points  he  does  not  seem  to  have  paid  his 
party  at  all  a  high  compliment,  and,  by  the 
same  style  of  reasoning,  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  done  the  present  Ministry  any  harm. 
I  congratulate  the  Premier  on  the  policy  he 
has  brought  forward.  I  say  it  is  a  policy  that 
has  been  approved  from  end  to  end  of  this 
oount]^.  It  has  been  approved  by  the  Press  on 
both  sides  of  politics,  and  it  was  the  policy  de- 
manded by  this  country  at  the  late  elections. 
It  is  essentially  a  policy  of  retrenchment ;  but 
there  are  many  other  things  in  the  policy  which 
also  recommend  themselves  not  only  to  the 
House  but  to  the  country.  If  the  policy  has 
not  gone  so  far  as  we  could  have  wished,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at.  Honourable  members 
are  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  any  Minis- 
try to  bring  down  a  policy  in  every  way  such  as 
the^  could  have  desired.  We  know  that  the 
desires  of  honourable  members  are  many  and 
Tarious.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  policy  of 
the  present  Ministry  is  not  only  a  good  step 
bat  is  a  lon^  stride  in  the  right  direction.  It  is 
a  policy  which  is  worthy  of  our  support.  It  has 
merits  of  its  own,  and  I  say  those  merits  will 
stand  out  in  a  very  much  stronger  light  when 
we  compare  the  policy  of  the  present  with  that 


of  the  late  Government.  I  shall  confine  myself 
chiefly,  in  my  remarks,  to  those  points  which 
have  been  attacked  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite,  and  I  will  first  speak  on  a  ques- 
tion that  particularly  affects  the  Natives.  We 
see  here  a  distinct  depiurture  from  the  policy  of 
the  last  Government.  Under  the  head  of 
**  Maori  Lands  "  we  see  that  the  Maori,  on  the 
one  hand,  will  be  made  liable  to  pay  rates 
like  his  fellow-subjects  of  the  European  race. 
That  is  quite  a  new  policy,  and  I  congratu- 
late the  honourable  gentlemen  on  having  the 
courage  to  bring  it  forward.  The  time  has 
come  now  when  the  Native  race  should  bear 
the  same  responsibilities  as  their  European 
brethren :  and  they  demand  it.  We  see  this 
by  a  resolution  brought  down  by  a  leading 
member  representing  the  Native  race,  and  we 
have  heard  their  demand  that  they  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  ourselves.  The 
way  to  do  this  is  to  allow  them  to  individualise 
their  titles.  That,  I  say,  is  the  chief  thing 
to  be  done.  To  individualise  all  titles  would 
be  the  most  civilising  agent  that  we  could 
possibly  have.  What  is  the  present  and  what 
has  been  the  past  state  of  the  Maoris  ?  It  has 
been,  that  they  have  lived  togethier  in  a  state  of 
communism ;  and  the  result  of  that  has  been 
that  they  have  not  risen :  and  they  cannot  rise 
in  that  state.  The  industrious  portion  of  the 
Natives  cultivate  the  land,  and  those  who  are 
lazy  live  upon  the  proceeds  of  their  industrious 
friends'  labour.  There  is  no  inducement  to 
improvement  in  a  system  of  that  kind.  If  you 
want  to  elevate  the  Native  race  the  first  thing 
to  do  is  to  give  them  every  opportunity  of 
individualising  their  titles.  You  cannot  call 
upon  them  to  bear  their  responsibilities  as 
Natives  unless  you  allow  them  to  do  so.  I 
say  the  Government  will  have  to  pay  special 
attention  to  that.  The  method  to  adopt  is  to 
establish  a  Native  Land  Court  in  every  district 
where  the  title  to  land  has  not  been  ascer- 
tained. That  is  an  important  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government;  and  I  will  show, 
too,  that  if  this  policy  of  individualising  titles 
is  carried  out  it  will  lead  to  a  policy  of  the 
settlement  of  the  land.  The  Native  demands, 
before  he  shall  bear  responsibilities,  that  he 
shall  have  a  Crown  grant  for  his  own  piece  of 
land ;  and  he  is  not  afraid,  then,  to  bear  his 
share  of  the  burden.  That  is  all  he  asks. 
There  is  one  argument  which  has  been  used 
against  giving  the  Natives  the  control  of  their 
own  lands — namely,  the  fear  of  the  land  being 
taken  from  them  by  sjseculators.  It  is  where 
they  are  holding  land  in  large  quantities  and 
in  leurge  communities  that  they  are  most 
liable  to  have  their  land  purchased  by  moneyed 
people  and  companies.  When  the  titles  to 
their  lands  are  individualised,  and  each  man 
has  got  his  Crown  grant,  he  will  then  be  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  men  of  small  means, 
who  will  have  as  good  a  chance  of  dealing 
with  him  as  men  of  luge  means  will  have.  I 
say  the  poor  man  will  have  a  better  chance, 
because  the  wealthy  man  will  not  bay  small 
blocks.  The  Natives  and  Europeans  are  so 
well  known  to  each  othec  that  it  will  faoili- 
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tate  Betilement  in  a  very  great  degree.  When 
the  Natives  have  their  Grown  grants,  and  are 
taxed,  they  must  either  lease  or  sell  their  land 
or  cultivate  it.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Government  have  put  in  certam  restrictions, 
with  which  I  concur;  but  the  way  in  which 
these  restrictions  shall  be  best  applied  is  a 
matter  which  the  Government  are  going  to  take 
into  their  consideration  during  the  recess.  I 
would  suggest  that  there  are  two  ways  in  which 
they  might  be  applied.  Before  the  individual- 
isation  of  title  takes  pl8M:e  a  certain  portion 
of  the  block  should  be  restricted  from  aliena- 
tion, and  that  portion  should  be  retained  for 
the  benefit  of  the  tribe  or  hapu  as  a  whole. 
That  is  one  way,  and  a  way  the  Natives  pre- 
fer. Under  such  a  system  we  should  have  no 
fear  of  the  Natives  pauperising  themselves 
by  disposing  of  their  land.  They  would  thus 
be  sufficiently  protected.  Let  us  compare  the 
proposals  of  the  present  Ministiry  with  those 
of  the  late  Native  Minister.  His  policy  was 
condensed  into  the  form  of  the  Native  Lands 
Administration  Act.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man took  a  great  deal  of  care  and  a  great  deal 
of  pains  in  ascertaining  what  he  considered  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  Native  land ;  and 
what  has  been  the  result?  The  result  has  been 
nil.  The  Natives  have  refused  to  take  any 
action  under  it.  Settlement  has  been  abso- 
lutely stopped,  so  far  as  Native  land  is  con- 
cerned; and  the  Natives  have  demanded  the 
repeal  of  the  Act.  That  plan  has  not  been 
acceptable  to  either  Natives  or  Europeans.  It 
has  been  condemned  by  both.  I  mention  that 
in  comparison  with  the  proposals  of  the  present 
Government,  which,  I  say,  are  in  the  direction 
of  the  settlement  of  the  Native  difficulty  and 
the  settlement  of  Native  land.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  was  not  at  all 
in  accord  with  his  late  colleague  on  this  point. 
The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  disavowed  any  sym- 
pathy for  the  Native  Lands  Administration  Act. 
I  believe  that  that  honourable  gentleman  really 
desired  to  see  the  settlement  of  the  Native 
lands,  and  I  think  he  was  far-seeing  enough 
to  understand  that  the  system  proposed  by  his 
colleague  would  not  be  at  all  likely  to  achieve 
the  ends  he  desired.  That  is  not  the  only 
subject  upon  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  North  disagreed  with  his 
colleagues.  He  disagreed  with  many  of  his 
colleagues  on  many  subjects,  and  they  all  dis- 
agreed with  each  other.  There  was  only  one 
thing  in  which  those  honourable  gentlemen 
did  agree,  and  that  was  to  differ.  I  now  come 
to  the  question  of  the  tariff.  The  Premier  has 
declared  that  he  will  not  revise  the  tariff ;  and 
I  hope  he  will  be  firm  in  his  resolution,  not- 
withstanding that  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  have  said  all  that  they  can  say  to 
induce  the  Premier  to  alter  his  resolution. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
North  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  say  that  the  Premier  is  bound  to  raise  the 
tariff  for  revenue  purposes.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  now  say  that  the  tariff  must  be 
raised  for  revenue  purposes;  but  when  those 
honourable  gentlemen  were  appealing  to  the 
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constituencies  during  the  elections  they  did 
not  talk  about  raising  the  tariff  for  revenue 
purposes ;  they  spoke  of  their  proposals  in  much 
more  pleasing  terms— of  raising  the  tariff  for 
the  protection  of  local  industries.  That  was  a 
much  more  attractive  way  of  putting  it.  They 
dared  not  state  to  the  people  the  real  reason 
why  the  tariff  was  to  be  raised.  There  was 
this  deficit  to  meet,  and,  in  whatever  guise 
those  honourable  gentlemen  spoke  of  it,  the  tax 
was  only  meant  to  provide  for  the  deficit. 
Therefore  the  £185,000  to  be  raised  on  Cus- 
toms was  to  be  used  in  paying  off  the  deficit. 
It  was  very  convenient  to  call  it  raising  the 
tariff  for  protection  of  local  industries;  but 
there  was  about  £120,000  out  of  that  amount 
that  would  have  been  raised  on  articles  that 
could  not  be  made  in  this  country,  and  con- 
sequently it  could  not  be,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers would  see  at  once,  for  the  purpose  that 
it  was  declared  to  be  for — that  is,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  local  industries.  Honour- 
able members  opposite  agree  with  the  principle 
of  retrenchment  just  as  much  as  honourable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  do.  But 
they  also  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  wish 
for  Protection.  Now,  we  know  that  retrench- 
ment is  pressed  by  the  present  Ministry  in 
order  to  obviate  taxation.  Protection  means 
increased  taxation;  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
that,  if  members  would  only  look  into  the 
question.  Why,  Sir,  the  Protection  that  was 
proposed  to  the  extent  of  £185,000  on  Customs, 
what  was  that  but  increased  taxation?  The 
proposals  of  the  present  Ministry  simply  avoid 
that.  They  defeated  the  late  Government  on 
that  question.  They  want  to  save  taxation, 
and  that  is  why  they  objected  to  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government,  who  desired  to  raise  it 
upon  Customs  revenue.  There  was  a  large 
amount  of  that  £185,000  —  1  think  about 
£111,000 — that  was  to  be  raised  from  articles 
which  had  never  before  been  taxed.  The 
policy  of  the  late  Government  was  precisely 
the  reverse  of  that  which  we  should  expect  from 
those  who  have  come  from  the  Old  Country. 
It  is  the  reverse  of  the  policy  of  England.  In 
England  about  fifty  years  ago  about  450 
articles  were  taxed ;  at  the  present  time  they 
have  about  fourteen  or  seventeen.  We  reverse 
that  policy.  We  will  not  take  guidance  from 
those  who  have  gone  before  us.  Surely  the  policy 
of  England  is  one  we  might  wisely  copy.  Are 
we  wiser  than  our  forefathers?  Are  we  sup- 
posed to  be  able  to  devise  a  better  policy  in 
a  matter  of  this  sort  than  the  Old  Countiy, 
with  all  its  experience  ?  I  say  that  is  what  we 
have  done.  We  have  reversed  the  policy  of  the 
Old  Country.  Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  we 
only  raised  taxation  on  about  fifteen  or  sixteoi 
articles,  while  now  we  raise  taxation  on  about 
450.  Then,  as  to  the  protection  of  local  indus- 
tries, do  honourable  members  know  Uie  number 
of  local  industries  already  established  in  this 
country  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  a  great  many 
honourable  members  who  talk  about  protecting 
local  industries  in  this  colony  have  not  thou^t 
out  this  question,  and  have  not  informed 
themselves  upon  it ;  but  I  will  teU  them  that 
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there  are  more  local  industries  in  this  colony 
already  in  proportion  to  population  thaji  in  the 
Old  Country.  Therefore  I  say  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  our  population,  we  have  done  very  well. 
I  forget  the  exact  number,  but  there  are  a 
very  large  number  of  local  industries  already 
in  existence ;  and  that  seems  to  show  that  our 
present  protective  tariff  is  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  them,  and  that  to  increase  it  in  the 
slightest  degree  would  only  be  an  evil  to  those 
least  able  to  bear  increased  taxation.  This 
leads  me  to  the  question  of  direct  and  indirect 
taxation.  Direct  taxation,  as  we  know,  is  borne 
by  those  who  are  best  able  to  bear  it,  and 
indirect  taxation  by  those  who  are  least  able  to 
bear  it.  I  desire  to  see  that  any  taxation  that 
it  is  necessary  to  raise  is  raised  in  the  form  of 
direct  taxation ;  and  whether  it  is  under  the 
property-tax  or  under  a  land-  and  income-tax 
18  not  of  so  much  importance  as  it  is  to  see 
that  the  taxation  is  raised  by  direct  means.  I 
am  one  of  those  who,  like  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  spoke  last,  are  in  favour  of  a  land-  and 
income-tax  in  preference  to  a  property-tax.  I 
say  that  a  property-tax  is  not  a  very  fair  sys- 
tem of  taxation.  It  is  a  tax  upon  industry. 
which  I  believe  those  who  think  upon  the  sub- 
ject must  admit.  We  will  take  the  case  of 
two  men  who  have  taken  up  sections  of  land : 
one  improves  and  the  other  does  not  improve. 
The  man  who  improves  his  land  by  his  own  toil 
finds  that  he  is  very  soon  taxed  upon  the  re- 
sults of  his  own  labour.  The  local  bodies  tax 
upon  the  same  system,  with  the  exception  that 
they  allow  no  exemption.  When  they  think  of 
this  the  small  settlers  at  once  indicate  that 
they  do  not  think  this  a  fair  system,  and  they 
would  prefer  a  land-tax  without  any  exemp- 
tions. That  is  a  perfectly  fair  tax,  if  the  value 
of  improvements  is  taken  ofi.  That  puts  every 
one,  the  improving  and  the  non-improving  set- 
tler, upon  the  same  basis,  so  that  those  who  pur- 
chase land  for  speculative  purposes  and  do  not 
improve  it  have  to  pay  the  same  amount  as 
those  who  improve  their  land.  That  reconciles 
the  man  of  small  means  to  the  acceptance  of 
a  land-tax.  I  am  one  of  those,  too,  who  think 
that  a  land-tax,  if  raised,  should  be  used  in  a 
di£Ferent  way  from  that  in  which  the  property- 
tax  is  used.  The  property-taxis  collected  by  the 
General  Qevemment,  and  has  been  returned  in 
the  shape  of  subsidies,  in  some  way  or  another, 
to  the  local  bodies.  I  say  that  is  a  mistake. 
If  we  had  a  system  of  land-tax  and  an  income- 
tax  the  land-tax  should  be  paid  into  the  Land 
Fund,  and  used,  as  is  the  Land  Fund,  for  open- 
ing np  settlement  and  for  the  progress  of  public 
works ;  and  for  revenue  purposes  the  income- 
tax  is  a  fair  tax.  It  may  be  said  that  the  pro- 
perty-tax is  both  a  land-tax  and  an  income-tax. 
So  it  is,  in  a  sense ;  but,  as  I  have  shown,  the 
propers-tax  is  not  altogether  a  fair  system. 
Then,  we  know  that  the  property-tax  is  a  tax 
upon  commerce ;  that  those  who  hold  large 
quantities  of  goods — merchants  and  others — 
have  to  pay  the  property-tax  upon  them :  but 
they  add  this  to  the  price  of  the  goods,  and 
consequently  the  tax  falls  upon  the  consumer. 
That  IB  another  evil  of  that  tax.    Another  is 


this  :  We  are  in  a  new  country,  the  resources  of 
which  we  have  to  develop,  and  therefore  it  is 
necessary  that  money  should  be  obtained  at 
low  rates  of  interest.  But  what  is  the  effect  of 
the  property-tax?  That  those  persons  who 
have  money  to  lend  put  on  an  additional  ^ 
per  cent,  to  pay  the  property-tax,  and  those 
who  borrow  have  to  pay  this.  So,  for  these 
reasons,  I  think  the  property-tax  must  be  con- 
demned as  an  unfair  tax,  because  it  is 
a  one-sided  tax.  And  I  do  not  entirely  dis- 
agree with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  a  graduated  tax  is  fair. 
There  is  this  sound  principle  in  that  pro- 
posal :  that  those  who  have  much  should  pay 
more  than  those  who  have  little.  I  say  that 
is  fair;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a 
favourite  system.  Now  I  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  land- settlement.  Here  I  will  quote 
again  from  the  Financial  Statement : — 

"  But  we  must  also  promote  the  settlement 
and  occupation  of  the  lands  of  the  country,  by 
rendering  them  attractive  to  persons  willing 
and  able  to  cultivate  them,  and  to  develop 
their  many  and  varied  resources  with  their  own 
skill  and  capital." 

Now,  that,  I  say,  is  the  proper  system  for 
land-settlement,  and  I  congratulate  the  Gro- 
vemment  on  their  proposals  under  this  head. 
Let  us  compare  this  with  the  proposed  land- 
settlement  under  the  late  Government — the 
village-settlement  scheme,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  That  is  a  scheme  of  settle- 
ment of  land  in  small  patches,  and  it  is  a  sys- 
tem that  never  allows  those  who  are  put  upon 
the  land  to  acquire  it  for  their  own.  And 
it  is  a  system  of  this  kind :  that  the  Govern- 
ment borrow  money  to  pay  persons  to  go  upon 
the  land  and  settle  upon  it.  Now,  I  ask  if  that 
is  a  system  of  colonisation.  To  pay  people  to 
go  upon  the  land !  what  effect  will  a  system 
of  that  sort  have  upon  people  outside  ?  People 
who  are  desiring  to  emigrate,  and  who  are 
looking  after  a  home  of  their  own — if  they  saw 
that  a  system  obtained  where  the  Government 
of  the  country  were  paying  people  to  go  on  the 
land  and  cultivate  it,  do  you  think  that  they 
would  come  here?  Is  that  a  good  system? 
Compare  that  with  a  system  such  as  the  pre- 
sent Government  propose,  under  which  people 
are  to  be  induced  to  cultivate  the  land  and 
develop  its  many  and  varied  resources  "  with 
their  own  skill  and  capital."  That  is  the 
point.  We  must  promote  land  -  settlement, 
but  we  must  induce  people  to  come  to  the 
country  and  bring  capital  with  them.  We 
want  people  to  come  here  with  capital,  and 
to  pay  thesd  people  to  work  whom  the  late 
Government  were  paying  to  go  upon  the  land. 
It  is  much  better  that  these  people  should  be 
paid  to  work  by  others  than  be  paid  to  go 
upon  the  land.  It  is  impossible  that  the 
country  could  have  stood  a  system  of  that  sort, 
borrowing  money  to  pay  people  to  go  on  the 
land.  The  dominant  idea  of  what  is  stated 
here  by  the  Government  is,  that  the  bond  fide 
settler  shall  get  possession  of  and  be  able  to 
cultivate  his  land  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
What  has  been  the  policy  of  the  past  Govern- 
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ment — the  policy  of  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
and  the  late  Premier?  Their  views  upon  the 
land  question  are  well  known  in  this  ooun- 
try.  They  declare  that  they  think  it  wrong 
that  any  man  should  own  an  acre  of  land ;  and 
their  land-acquisition  schemes,  and  their  land- 
nationalisation  views — **  fads,"  as  some  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  for  they  are  **  fads  " — ^were 
well  known.  This  goes  in  precisely  an  opposite 
direction.  The  idea  of  those  gentlemen  is  that 
the  State  should  be  the  landlord.  Was  such  a 
policy  as  that  likely  to  attract  men  of  small 
means,  or  men  of  capital,  into  a  country  of  this 
kind?  I  want  to  point  out  that  the  whole 
land-policy  of  the  late  Government  is  distinctly 
opposed  to  and  injurious  to  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  and  that  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  is  in  the  right  direction. 
The  next  subject  I  come  to  is  the  mining  in- 
dustry. I  remember  quoting  very  largely  upon 
this  subject  from  the  speeches  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Wakatipu.  He 
was  said  to  be  the  Minister  of  Mines,  at  first ; 
but  he  is  not ;  and  I  was  not  at  all  surprised 
to  find  that  he  retired  from  that  position.  I 
quoted  very  largely  from  his  speech,  show- 
ing the  great  reductions  that  could  be  made 
under  this  head.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  intends  to  make  large 
reductions  in  the  Mines  Department,  and  am 
prepared  to  find  that  he  will  carry  out  the 
policy  he  enunciated  on  that  point.  The 
next  subject  for  our  consideration  is  that  of 
Railway  Boards.  I  congratulate  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  proposal  of  a  policy  of 
this  kind.  This  was  hinted  at — ^yea,  more  than 
hinted  at — by  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works ;  but  this  was  one  of  the  questions  upon 
which  he  could  not  get  his  colleagues  to  agree 
with  him,  and  he  was  not  able  to  carry  it  out. 
The  present  Ministry,  however,  have  boldly 
grappled  with  this  question,  and  have  declared 
that  in  their  estimation  it  is  the  best  system. 
Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  opposed  this 
very  strongly.  I  very  much  regret  that  when 
that  gentleman  propounded  the  public-works 
policy  he  did  not  adopt  this  system  of  Railway 
Boards,  for  it  would  have  saved  him  a  very 
great  deal  of  that  pressure  of  which  he  him- 
self complained,  and  which  he  foresaw.  If 
a  Railway  Board  had  been  established  at 
the  same  time  as  the  public -works  policy 
was  initiated,  we  should  have  had  none 
of  those  political  railways  which  have  been 
made,  at  such  a  great  cost  to  the  country, 
and  we  should  have  saved  enough  money  to 
complete  the  lines  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment propose  to  go  on  with.  Sir,  it  may  be 
in  the  recollection  of  honourable  gentlemen 
that  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  pro- 
posed the  public-works  policy  some  years  ago 
ne  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  railway  should 
be  formed  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  it 
would  pay  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction, 
and  that  he  would  also  provide  that,  in  the 
case  of  there  being  any  deficiency,  the  land 
through  which  the  railway  ran  should  bear 
that  deficiency.  Now,  Sir,  how  greatly  has 
the  honourable  gentleman  changed  his  mind 
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since  then!  What  is  it  that  he  now  advo- 
cates? He  says  that  the  Government  of  a 
country  should  not  expect  railways  to  pay; 
and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  if  the  railways  only 
return  2^  per  cent.,  or  even  2  per  cent.,  we 
should  be  satisfied,  because  of  the  indirect 
advantages  which  accrue.  But  I  ask,  how  is  it 
possible,  in  a  country  like  this,  to  go  on  bar- 
rowing  money  at  5  per  oent.,  and  making  rail- 
ways with  it  that  for  many  years  can  qbHj 
return  2^  per  cent.  ?  Everybody  knows  that  a 
system  of  that  kind  must  absolutely  scop;  it 
is  impossible  to  cany  it  on.  The  honouraUe 
gentleman,  when  he  initiated  the  scheme,  saw 
that  that  was  so,  and  he  declared  that  no  woik 
should  be  undertaken  unless  it  was  shown  that 
it  would  pay  interest  on  the  cost  of  constructaoo. 
But  now  he  takes  a  difierent  view  from  that: 
he  has  retrograded  instead  of  having  made  pio- 
gress  with  regard  to  that  policy.  I  believe  that 
it  would  have  been  a  good  thing  to  have  had 
Railway  Boards,  independent  of  politioal  in- 
fluence, for  the  management  of  the  railways, 
and  also  to  have  had  a  Board  of  experts  to 
examine  proposed  lines  of  railway  and  report 
upon  them  oa  to  the  value  of  the  land  and 
the  necessity  for  the  line.  If  we  had  had  a 
Board  of  experts  of  that  kind  we  should  not 
have  had,  as  we  have,  a  great  many  railways 
made  through  such  poor  country  that  the  lines 
will  never  yield  anything  like  3  per  cent,  upon 
their  construction.  Sir,  the  honourable  mem- 
bers upon  the  Government  benches  have  very 
bravely  grappled  with  another  important  qnes- 
tion,  the  reduction  in  the  services.  Every  one 
wUl  admit  the  necessity  of  such  a  thing.  Our 
Civil  Service  is  enormously  overgrown,  and  it 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  late  Ministry,  or  of  the 
Ministry  before  them,  but  it  has  been  the  isMlt 
of  all  Ministries.  Each  Ministry  has  been 
more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  its  sup- 
porters, and  by  appointments  throughout  a 
term  of  years  an  enormous  Civil  Service  has 
been  built  up  into  a  great  army,  and  it  was 
said  by  a  late  statesman  that  one  man  out  of 
every  thirteen  you  met  was  a  Civil  servant. 
The  cost  of  governing  this  country  is  enormous 
in  proportion  to  our  population.  About  two 
ana  a  half  millions  of  money  are  expended 
annually  to  govern  about  half  a  million  of 
people.  Why,  Sir,  that  is  about  three  times 
as  much  per  head  as  it  costs  to  govern  Eng- 
land, with  her  leurge  emny  and  navy.  It  is 
altogether  out  of  proportion,  and  it  is  high 
time  that  the  Ministry  did  grapple  with  tiie 
question.  I  know  it  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
deal  with,  and,  while  we  all  admit  the  neces- 
sity of  it,  we  must  allow  that  the  Ministry 
have  undertaken  to  perform  a  very  difficult 
task.  Now,  the  last  speaker  and  the  membeis 
of  the  late  Ministry  referred  to  the  redaction 
of  the  salaries  of  Ministers  and  of  the  hofna- 
rarium  with  disapprobation.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  sneered  at  the  efiorts  of  the  Minis- 
ters as  disclosed  in  the  proposal  to  reduce  the 
salaries  of  Ministers.  Now,  the  Press  throu^^- 
.  out  the  colony  and,  I  venture  to  say,  the  cai^- 
dates  throughout  the  colony,  when  they  weie 
speaking  to  the  electocs,  have  aaid  that  n^ 
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trenohment  should  begin  from  the  head  down- 
wards ;  and  if  those  honourable  gentlemen  had 
not  proposed  to  reduce  their  own  salaries  they 
would  at  once  have  been  met  with  the  asser- 
tion that  they  were  willing  to  reduce  every  one 
but  themselves.  But,  because  they  have  been 
manly  and  self-denying  enough  to  bring  down  a 
propoecJ  to  reduce  their  own  salaries,  they  are 
pointed  at  with  scorn  and  sneered  at.  I  say 
that  is  a  most  unmanly  proceeding.  As  the 
Premier  said,  there  must  be  self-sacrifice  under 
this  system  of  retrenchment ;  and  the  Minis- 
ters have  shown  that  they  are  willing  to  bear 
their  share  of  the  sacrifice.  I  say  that  they  are 
entitled  to  every  credit  for  their  proposal,  in- 
stead of  the  blame  that  has  been  heaped  upon 
them.  But  I  am  not  all  surprised  that  the  last 
speaker  should  have  supported  the  late  Minis- 
try, because  ho  stated  that  he  was  altogether 
opposed  to  reducing  the  salaries  of  Ministers, 
and  to  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium,  and 
that  he  only  regretted  the  latter  could  not  be 
raised.  I  am  not,  I  say,  at  all  surprised  at  him 
for  supporting  the  late  Ministry,  because  they 
held  precisely  the  samo  views.  They  had  no 
idea  of  retrenching  their  own  salaries,  and  their 
expenditure  was  lavish  enough  ;  and  with  that 
the  last  speaker  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  in  ac- 
cord. The  lionourablo  member  for  Wanganui 
opposed  the  suggested  reduction  of  the  hono- 
rarium, on  the  ground  that  to  reduce  it  was  op- 
posed to  the  true  principle  of  democracy.  Now, 
Sir,  if  there  is  one  country  that  more  than 
another  claims  to  bo  democratic  it  surely  is 
America  ;  and  yet  in  America  members  are  not 
paid  any  honorarium,  though  they  are  paid  a 
certain  amount  for  travelling  expenses.  Some 
honourable  members  say  they  have  £1,000  a 
year,  others  say  $1,000 :  I  do  not  think  they  are 
very  clear  what  it  is ;  but  I  admit  they  have 
something  ;  but  it  is  an  allowance,  not  honora- 
rium. Sir,  one  honourable  member  has  said 
that  the  reduction  in  the  honorarium  was  not 
fair  to  any  working-man  who  considered  him- 
self to  have  sufficient  ability  to  stand  as  a 
candidate.  Now,  I  say  that  the  honorarium 
might  be  still  further  reduced  and  yet  be  suffi- 
cient. Will  any  one  assent  that  a  working- 
man  would  not  be  amply  paid  for  attending 
Parliament  for  three  months  in  the  year  if  he 
got  £100  ?  Why,  Sir,  a  working-man,  I  should 
say,  would  jump  at  such  an  o£fer  as  that.  I 
have  never  seen  one  who  would  not.  If  he  came 
to  this  House  and  got  £100  for  doing  so  he 
would  have  nine  months  of  the  year  to  work  for 
himself,  and  surely  that  would  be  a  very  com- 
fortable thing  for  him.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  you  increase  the  honorarium  you  will  not  get 
any  more  working-men ;  but  I  will  tell  you 
what  you  may  get :  you  may  get  a  class  of  pro- 
fessional politicians — men  who  are  too  lazy  to 
work.  You  may  get  that  class  of  men  into  the 
House,  if  you  raise  the  honorarium ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  that  is  not  the  class  of  men 
this  House  requires.  You  do  not  want  lazy 
men,  who  will  not  work,  but  who  would  only 
talk ;  and  you  do  not  want  such  an  hono- 
rarium as  would  offer  encouragement  to  men 
to  give  up  work  and  come  here  because  it 
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would  be  easier  for  them.  You  do  not 
want  to  offer  the  honorarium  to  a  man  as 
a  means  of  living.  It  is  simply  intended  as 
compensation  for  the  expense  of  coming  here 
and  for  the  time  of  attending  Parliament. 
I  say  the  proposal  of  the  present  Government 
to  give  £150  is  a  very  liberal  proposal  indeed. 
Sir,  the  next  subject  is  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance. That  is  the  subject  of  education, 
and  here,  at  once,  I  say  I  am  not  in  accord 
with  the  Government ;  and  I  say,  further,  that 
neither  the  present  Government  nor  the  past 
Government  have  grappled  with  this  subject  as 
it  ought  to  have  been  grappled  with.  The  pre- 
sent Government  propose  to  reduce  the  capita- 
tion grant  to  £3  15s.,  and  to  raise  the  school- 
age  to  six.  I  will  first  refer  to  the  proposal 
to  reduce  the  capitation  grant,  and  I  may 
say,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  no  worse  on  this  point  than  were  the 
late  Government.  The  late  Government  pro- 
posed not  only  to  reduce  the  capitation,  but 
also  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  teachers. 
When  I  speak  of  the  late  Government  doing  so 
I  speak  more  particularly  of  the  late  Premier, 
and  I  say  that  no  greater  blow  could  be  struck 
at  our  system  of  education  than  the  speech 
which  he  made  on  the  subject,  I  believe  at 
Naseby,  in  which  ho  said  that  there  was  a 
necessity  for  retrenchment  in  the  education 
expenditure,  and  that  it  should  take  the  form 
of  reduction  of  capitation  grant  and  salaries  of 
teachers.  In  my  opinion,  the  proposals  of  the 
present  as  well  as  those  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment only  tend  to  increase  the  difficulty  under 
which  we  labour  in  regard  to  education.  What 
is  the  difficulty?  It  is  want  of  funds,  and,  in- 
stead of  increasing  the  difficulty,  as  is  proposed 
to  bo  done,  by  reducing  the  capitation  grant, 
I  should  apply  a  very  different  remedy.  I  re- 
member, when  I  was  a  member  of  an  Education 
Board,  and  when  this  question  of  reduction  of 
capitation  allowance  came  up,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  return  this  answer  to  the  School 
Committees,  and  to  all  applicants  for  funds: 
that  there  were  no  funds.  I  also  remember 
making  the  remark  that  the  Education  Boards 
were  in  the  samo  position  as  the  Israelites  were 
in  when  they  were  ordered  by  the  Egyptians 
to  make  bricks  without  straw.  Of  course  the 
Boards  were  in  a  very  unenviable  position, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  wipe  them  out  alto- 
gether than  that  they  should  be  left  stranded 
on  the  sands  of  impecuniosity.  And  yet  it 
is  proposed  that  this  difficulty  should  bo  in- 
creased! I  am  aware  that  the  Government 
have  proposed  to  raise  the  school-age  to  six, 
and  make  a  saving  in  that  way.  A  saving 
of  that  kind  might  be  made ;  but  there  should 
be  no  attempt  to  reduce  the  capitation  grant  or 
the  salaries  of  teachers,  for  that  must  be  most 
injurious  to  our  national  system  of  education. 
In  these  times  of  crying  out  for  retrenchment 
we  must  take  great  care  that  we  do  not  rush 
into  the  opposite  extreme,  or  we  shall  have 
to  complain  that  retrenchment  is  gone  mad. 
We  must  look  for  the  remedy  outside  retrench- 
ment for  this  difficulty  in  regard  to  educa- 
tion.   We  talk  of  retrenching  the  vote  for  this 
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purpose,  when  our  population  is  increasing 
largely,  and  when  the  number  of  children 
-we  have  to  provide  for  is  also  increasing! 
This  is  a  very  serious  question.  I  do  not 
know  whether  honourable  members  are  aware 
that  there  is  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
children  in  the  colony  who  are  still  not  being 
educated.  If  we  look  at  the  census  returns 
and  compare  them  with  the  returns  from  the 
schools  we  shall  find  that  there  are  31,000 
children  of  school-age  not  returned  as  attend- 
ing any  school.  Allowing  about  11,000  as 
attending  the  Roman  Catholic  or  other  de- 
nominational schools,  wo  find  20,000  left  who 
are  not  attending  any  school,  or,  in  other 
words,  not  receiving  any  education.  That  is  a 
subject  for  serious  consideration,  and  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  to  raise  the  school - 
ago  does  not  go  far  enough.  I  say  it  should  bo 
raised  to  seven,  and  if  raised  to  that  it  would 
give  a  Raving  of  about  i^0,000;  and  then  you 
would  have  some  funds  with  which  to  meet  this 
difficulty.  You  could  build  schools,  and  use 
some  of  those  which  would  be  less  used  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  education  to  those  cliildren 
who  are  now  receiving  no  education.  Twenty 
thousand  children  not  receiving  education 
is  too  large  a  proportion ;  and  this  money 
wnich  is  now  being  wasted  on  infants  be- 
tween five  and  seven  years  of  age  would 
be  much  better  utilised  in  giving  educa- 
tion to  those  children  who  are  not  getting  any 
education  at  all  now.  Honourable  members 
should  reflect  on  this  question,  and  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  what  is  the  best  remedy. 
The  fact  is,  that  our  schools  are  not  suffi- 
ciently large  to  take  in  all  the  children  of 
school-age.  The  Committees,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  dare  not  put  the  compulsory  clauses 
in  force,  because  the  buildings  are  not  large 
enough  to  take  the  children  in.  I  know  cases 
in  my  own  district  where  the  children  only 
attend  school  on  fine  days,  and  then  are  edu- 
cated outside,  because  the  buildings  are  not 
large  enough.  What  was  the  boast  of  our 
national  system  of  education  ?  That  it  was 
cheaper  to  pay  money  to  educate  the  children 
than  it  would  be  to  pay  for  police  and  gaols, 
which  would  be  the  natural  result  if  the  child- 
ren were  not  educated.  We  are  not  carrying 
out  that  boasted  intention  in  its  proper  form 
when  wo  find  that  twenty  thousand  children  of 
school-age  are  not  receiving  any  education.  It 
is  time  for  honourable  members  to  say  whether 
retrenchment  of  this  kind  is  proper  or  not.  I 
say  it  is  not.  It  is  not  in  the  right  direction  ; 
and  I  contend  that  there  is  another  by  which 
we  could  get  money  for  this  purpose.  One  of 
the  directions  from  which  I  should  propose  that 
we  should  get  this  money  is  the  secondary- 
education  reserves.  This  country  has  no  busi- 
ness with  anything  else  than  providing  for  a 
State  system  of  education,  and  that  system  is 
our  primary  system,  and  not  secondary  educa- 
tion. That  system  is  not  under  the  Educa- 
tion Boards,  but  is  ruled  by  irresponsible  go- 
vernors ;  and  this  colony  is  not  in  a  position  to 
do  more  than  provide  for  primary  education, 
and  that  is  what  we  should  devote  ourselves 
Mr.  Tanner 


to.  I  know  some  think  and  say  that  we  are 
not  able  to  touch  the  secondary  reserves; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  that  is  not  correct. 
There  may  be  some  of  the  reserves  that  are 
in  such  a  position  that  you  cannot  touch  them ; 
but  I  say,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  the  duty 
of  any  Government  to  look  into  this  question 
and  see  whether  there  are  not  somo  reserves 
which  might  be  utilised  for  this  purpose.  I  do 
not  propose  to  do  away  with  the  secondary 
schools.  Those  which  are  established  on  re- 
serves which  cannot  be  alienated  might  still 
be  made  use  of ;  but  those  who  desire  to  make 
use  of  them  should  pay  the  difference  between 
the  cost  of  maintaining  them  and  the  value  of 
the  reserves  taken  away  for  primary  education. 
They  are  class  schools,  with  State  aid ;  and 
those  who  use  them  should  pay  more  for  their 
use,  and  some  of  the  reserves  be  set  free  for 
primary  education.  I  say,  then,  that,  by  raising 
the  school -age  to  seven,  and  by  taking  the 
secondary  reserves,  we  might  get  £100,000  a 
year.  That  is  the  way  to  meet  the  difficulty, 
and  not  to  reduce  the  capitation  grant.  You 
would  also  then  get  over  the  difficulty  of  so 
many  children  not  getting  any  education  at  all. 
You  would  also  enable  the  School  Committees 
to  put  the  compulsory  clauses  in  force;  and  not 
only  that,  but  I  believe  the  Education  Boards 
would  be  able  to  establish  technical  evening 
classes  in  the  centres  of  population,  so  that 
youths,  when  they  have  gone  through  their 
education,  would  have  something  to  go  on  with. 
The  evening  technical  classes  would  be  an  at- 
traction to  them ;  and  how  much  better  for 
them  it  would  be  to  attend  these  classes  free 
than  to  be  wasting  their  time  in  the  streets ! 
Further  than  that,  wa  should  have  funds  to 
establish  a  central  university,  instead  of  having, 
as  at  present,  about  twenty-eight  secondary 
schools,  which  are  not  free,  and  which  a  work- 
ing-man*s  son  cannot  attend  unless  he  gets  a 
scholarship.  How  much  better  to  have  one 
university  free,  so  that  boys  with  ability  could 
go  to  the  classes  and  finish  their  education ! 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  re- 
ferred to  the  cost  of  secondary  education.  I 
may  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  total 
acreage  of  secondary-school  reserves  is  287,249 
acres,  valued  at  £454,000.  The  total  receipts 
per  head  are  about  £24,  and  the  expenses 
£26  per  annum.  Of  course  we  know  that  fees 
are  paid  by  the  parents  of  children  attending 
these  schools ;  but  what  the  institutions  get 
from  the  reserves  and  from  subsidies  is  about 
£14  or  £16  per  hecwi.  And,  now,  let  us  consider 
the  education  which  is  given  in  these  secondare* 
schools,  and  I  ask  whether  it  is  a  system  which 
should  be  called  a  State  system.  Is  it  an  eda- 
cation  which  the  State  is  at  all  warranted  in 
paying  for  —  the  system  of  education  prevail- 
ing at  the  secondary  schools.  In  the  highest 
form  the  syllabus  is  as  follows:  Latin,  Latin 
composition,  Greek,  French,  Euclid,  sblgebra» 
trigonometry,  statics,  dynamics,  optics,  hydro- 
statics, and  chemistry.  Is  that,  I  ask,  a  system 
that  this  country  is  warranted  in  supporting 
with  its  funds?  This  is  a  system  of  education 
which  is  all  very  well  for  private  schools ;  and 
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those  who  wish  their  children  to  be  educated 
in  that  style  should  pay  for  their  education ; 
but  I  say  that  all  the  State  is  concerned  about, 
and  should  be  concerned  about,  is  the  giving  of 
a  nscf  al  system  of  education,  such  as  our  pri- 
mary schools  supply ;  and  we  should  devote  our- 
selves and  our  funds  to  that.  The  next  subject 
I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  is  the 
proposed  repeal  of  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Rating  Act.  Sir,  that  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

Sir.  TANNER. — An  honourable  gentleman 
says  "  No  ;'*  but  he  is  not  alone  in  that  par- 
ticular. The  late  Minister  of  Lands  also  says 
"No."  Ho  strongly  deprecated  the  idea  of 
getting  rid  of  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Rating  Act;  and  he  gave  his  reasons  for  it, 
stating  that  it  increases  taxation,  and  that  it 
increases  taxation  to  the  local  bodies. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

^Ir.  TANNER.— Sir,  the  honourable  member 
who  says  "  Hear,  hear,"  does  not  recognise,  per- 
haps, that  giving  subsidies  increases  taxation 
— Uiat  the  money  given  under  the  Crown  and 
Native  Lands  Rating  Act  is  money  that  has 
come  from  the  revenue.  Well,  if  it  has  come 
from  the  revenue,  that  revenue  has  to  be  sup- 
plemented by  some  other  means  of  taxation. 
Where  does  our  property-tax  go  to,  and  our 
other  taxes,  and  the  Customs  revenue  ?  It  all 
goes  into  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  if  any 
money  is  paid  out  of  that  Fund  it  has  to  be  re- 
placed by  borrowed  money.  If  it  is  paid  out  of 
loan  wo  have  to  repay  it.  Some  honourable 
members  talk  as  if  money  dropped  from  the 
clouds.  Every  penny  we  got  from  the  country, 
under  any  heading  whatever,  must  be  provided 
for  by  taxation.  So  that  I  would  ask  honour- 
able members  whether  it  is  not  much  more 
reasonable,  instead  of  getting  money  from  the 
country  under  certain  headings  to  which  all 
contribute,  that  the  local  bodies  should  be  left 
to  raise  and  expend  the  money  themselves.  If 
they  are  allowed  to  raise  it  they  would  expend 
it  much  more  wisely.  I  say  that  is  the  proper 
system.  The  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  is  labouring  under  a  delusion  when  he 
attacks  the  Grovemment  and  says  that  by  re- 
pealing that  Act  we  are  throwing  more  taxa- 
tion on  the  local  bodies.  If  the  Government 
^ve  subsidies,  I  repeat,  they  have  to  be  raised 
by  taxation 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — How  could  local  bodies 
get  rates  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— They  could  get  rates  from 
the  lands  when  these  lands  are  dealt  with  under 
any  system  of  land-settlement.  What  is  the 
present  state  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  ? 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  told  us,  in  his 
late  Statement,  that  there  are  thirty-one  mil- 
lion acres  of  wastelands  of  the  Crown, and  that 
these  represent  £13,000,000.  If  that  is  correct, 
how  is  it  that  there  is  this  vast  area  unsettled? 
I  say  any  Government  coming  into  power 
should  look  into  this  question  of  land-settle- 
ment and  devise  some  scheme  which  would 
bring  these  lands  into  occupation.  But  if,  in 
the  meantime,  the  Government  is  going  to  pay 


these  subsidies,  there  is  no  special  way  of 
getting  hold  of  the  money  unless  you  borrow 
it  and  have  to  pay  taxation  for  it.  It  is  quite 
useless  to  suppose  you  could  get  the  money 
from  the  Government  and  not  pay  taxation  for 
it.  You  have  to  pay  for  it  in  some  shape  or 
other.  That  system  of  subsidies  to  local  bodies 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a  vicious  system.  The  Go- 
vernment propose  to  appropriate  a  fraction  of 
the  property-tax  to  the  local  bodies.  I  am  very 
sorry  to  see  that  they  propose  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind.  I  would  much  rather  see  the  sys- 
tem of  local  government  extended.  In  many 
districts  it  would  be  far  better  if  there  were 
one  county  where  there  are  three  at  present. 
We  would  suppose  that  the  Chairman  of  every 
Road  Board  would  be  a  member  of  the  enlarged 
County  Council.  You  would  have  then,  in  a 
district  like  my  own,  one  County  Council 
with  about  fifteen  members,  who  would  be  the 
Chairmen  of  all  the  Road  Boards  in  the 
district.  That  would  be  a  proper  body  to 
undertake  the  work  of  local  government. 
Its  members  would  have  a  knowledge  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  they  would  under- 
take the  duties  of  members  of  Waste  Lands 
Boards  in  a  much  more  intelligent  manner. 
The  Waste  Lands  Boards  at  present  sit  in  the 
centres  of  population,  and  some  of  those  mem- 
bers who  are  appointed  to  them  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  waste  lands  in  their  district. 
There  are  also  Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid, 
Education,  and  other  small  Boards  which 
would  be  very  much  better  administered  by  a 
large  Board  of  this  kind,  because  all  are  inter- 
ested throughout  the  district  in  the  various 
questions  that  these  Boards  deal  with.  If  you 
had  an  extended  system  of  local  government  of 
that  kind  you  would  not  require  any  system  of 
land-tax  at  all  beyond  that  which  would  bo 
locally  raised.  If  we  had  a  large  local  body  it 
would  have  control  over  the  Sheep  Inspectors, 
and  the  central  department  here  in  Welling- 
ton would  be  done  away  with.  However,  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  going 
into  all  these  matters.  On  the  subject  of  re- 
ductions I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
The  Ministry,  under  this  heading,  have  shown 
us  certain  sums  which  they  propose  to  save  on 
the  various  departments.  Now,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui,  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  honourable  member  who  spoke 
last  have  attacked  the  present  Government  very 
strongly  on  this  point.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position made  use  of  a  very  remarkable  expres- 
sion when  he  stated  that  the  Government  were 
bound  to  come  down  with  the  details  of  their 
proposal, — that  the  House  was  not  going  to 
accept  these  lump  sums,  but  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  come  down  with  a  detailed  pro- 
posal, and  that  he  would  be  very  anxious  to 
assist  them.  And  he  said  the  members  were 
cowards  if  they  shrank  from  the  ta.sk  of 
assisting  the  Government  in  working  out  these 
details.  Now,  does  any  one  suppose  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  sincere  when  he  said  he 
was  desirous  of  assisting  the  Government  in 
working  out  the  details  of  their  system  ?  If 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  not  sincere  in 
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his  remarks,  then  I  say  it  is  a  perversion  of 
politics.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  it  could  be  fairly 
called  professional  politics,  and,  if  that  is  so,  'we 
ought  to  consider  whether  we  should  not  add 
another  clause  to  our  Litany :  "  From  all  pro- 
fessional politicians,  good  Lord,  deliver  us." 
The  honourable  member  evidently  thinks  that 
if  the  details  of  the  proposals  were  brought 
before  the  House  there  would  be  so  many 
more  points  to  harass  the  Government  upon. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Then,  does  the  honourable 
member  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
sincere  in  his  desire  to  assist  the  Government  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Yes. 

Mr.  TANNER,— The  honourable  member 
must  be  a  very  new  politician  then.  I  noticed 
from  the  tone  of  his  voice  that  it  was  not  with 
any  friendly  desire  to  assist  the  Government 
that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  made  that 
profession.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
followed  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  said  he 
thought  these  details  should  be' brought  down, 
and  that  if  he  had  to  remain  here  six  months 
he  was  prepared  to  do  so,  and  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  working  out  the  details.  But  what 
is  a  Government  appointed  for?  Is  it  not 
appointed  expressly  for  this  purpose  of  work- 
ing out  these  details?  If  we  are  to  form 
ourselves  into  a  Committee  of  Ministers,  and 
stop  here  for  six  months  to  go  into  every 
detail  of  their  policy,  then  I  say  we  ought  to 
vote  ourselves  Ministers'  salaries,  because  I  am 
not  prepared  to  remain  here  for  six  months  and 
perform  the  work  of  a  Minister  unless  I  am 
paid  for  doing  the  work  of  a  Minister.  That 
cry  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition,  insisting  on 
the  Government  bringing  down  their  proposals 
in  detail,  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
the  apple  of  discord  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
There  is  no  sincerity  in  their  professions  at  all. 
I  say  we  expect  the  Government  to  work  out 
the  details  for  us.  The  Government  have  indi- 
cated that  they  are  prepared  to  make  certain 
reductions  in  certain  departments,  and  I 
say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
carry  out  the  details  themselves;  and  they 
can  only  do  it  by  degrees.  It  must  be  a 
matter  of  time  to  work  out  these  details. 
The  Government  say  themselves  that  they  can- 
not at  once  carry  every  detail  of  their  policy 
into  effect.  They  must  have  some  time  to  do 
it.  It  will  be  time  enough  when  we  meet  six 
months  hence  to  know  how  the  Government 
have  worked  out  the  details.  It  is  all  nonsense 
to  talk  of  honourable  members  staying  here  to 
help  the  Government  to  work  out  the  details. 
The  Government  are  the  proper  persons  to  do 
that.  On  the  question  of  loans,  as  was  men- 
tioned by  the  last  speaker,  I  agree  to  a  certain 
extent  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  is  a  pity 
that  the  Government  should  have  found  it 
necessary  to  bring  down  a  proposal  for  raising 
another  million  loan.  We  can  understand  the 
position  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway- 
line —  that  a  large  amount  of  money  has 
already  been  expended  upon  it,  upon  which  the 
country  is  paying  a  large  amount  of  interest. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  loan  should 
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be  raised — that  is,  if  we  can  raise  it  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest  than  that  for  which  we  are  pay- 
ing now  for  private  advances.  But  there  aie 
other  proposals  of  the  Government  xmder  this 
head.  I  will  only  refer  to  the  second ;  and  the 
second  was  that  we  might  attach  some  of  the 
cash  to  the  credit  of  unexpended  items,  either 
in  No.  1  or  No.  2  Account ;  and  continue  the 
work.  Now,  in  reference  to  that,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  said  that 
it  was  a  matter  that  made  him  blush,  the 
audacious  proposal  of  the  Premier  to  take  the 
money  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  But 
the  Premier  did  not  propose  to  take  it.  He 
suggested  three  courses  that  might  be  adopted, 
but  he  did  not  recommend  it  as  one  of  tiie 
courses.  It  struck  me,  when  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  it  moAe  him  blush,  that  he 
might  have  forgotten  at  that  time — but  it  will 
be  in  the  recollection  of  honourable  members 
— that  it  was  not  long  ago  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  proposed  to  take  that  himselL 
I  recollect  it  quite  well,  when  he  threatened  to 
take  some  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan 
for  certain  purposes.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  he  blushed  then  at  his  own  pro- 
posal. He  heard  the  honourablo  member 
for  Dunedin  South  make  this  very  proposal; 
ho  said  he  considered  that  the  Government 
ought  to  take  the  money  of  this  No.  2  Account 
and  go  on  with  other  works.  Why,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
should  blush  also  at  the  audacious  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South.  I 
remember,  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
proposed  to  take  this  sum,  that  it  was  spoken 
against  so  strongly  that  he  left  it  alone.  Bat 
what  did  he  do  then?  Why,  Sir,  he  inunor- 
talised  himself  by  making  use  of  that  remark 
which  is  so  often  quoted,  and  which  was  quoted 
to-night.  When  the  House  met  the  next  time, 
he  said  that  this  North  Island  Trunk  Loan 
must  be  car-marked,  so  that  no  one  else 
should  attempt  the  act  of  felony  which  he 
attempted  himself.  That  term  of  "  ear-inazk- 
ing "  the  loan  arose  in  that  way,  and  that  it 
should  have  arisen  in  that  way  must  be  parti- 
cularly amusing  to  honourable  members  who 
remember  the  subject  as  well  as  I  do.  Bat 
even  in  this  proposal  to  raise  the  loan  the 
present  Government  are  no  worse,  but  better, 
than  the  late  Government.  They  proposed 
to  raise  two  millions  also. — (No.) — The  late 
Premier  proposed  that  in  his  sj^eech  doim 
south.  He  said  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  raise  two  millions.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  says  that  the  Government 
are  only  doing  what  the  late  Government  in- 
tended to  do,  but  did  not.  I  mean  to  say  that 
in  those  points  where  the  policies  of  the  two 
Governments  were  at  all  alike  the  poHcy  of 
the  present  Government  is  much  hetter  than 
the  policy  of  the  late  Government,  and  in  ali 
other  points  inflnitelv  superior.  It  may  be 
said  that  my  remarks  nave  been  more  condem- 
natory of  the  past  Government  than  com- 
mendatory of  the  present.  But  if  it  is  so,  it  ia 
because  I  am  impressed  very  greatly  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  disaster  we  have  escaped. 
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Tho  effect  of  the  policy  of  the  late  Government 
was  a  very  disastrous  one  for  this  country.  We 
know,  and  numbers  of  members  know,  that 
capital  was  diverted  from  this  country;  that 
men  of  means  refused  to  settle  in  it;  that 
when  they  came  here  seeking  for  investments 
they  were  afraid  of  the  policy  of  the  last  Go- 
vernment; they  were  afraid  of  the  borrowing 
policy  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer ;  and  they 
were  also  afraid  of  the  land  fads  of  other  mem- 
bers of  that  Ministry.  1  say,  Sir,  as  to  the 
notions  those  honourable  gentlemen  had,  their 
tendency  was  not  to  instil  confidence  in  land  as 
an  investment;  and  I  am  not  surprised  that 
people  were  frightened  at  tho  proposals  of  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  must  be  in  tho  recol- 
lection of  honourable  members  that  about  two 
years  ago  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  proposed 
such  a  gigantic  scheme  as  to  raise  ten  millions. 
This  I  remember  perfectly  well.  It  was  thrown 
out  as  a  feeler.  The  money  was  not  to  be 
raised  all  at  once,  but  throughout  a  term  of 
years.  This  was  proposed,  but  was  condemned 
by  tho  Press  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other.  The  honourable  gentleman's  idea,  it  is 
well  known,  is  this :  that  borrowing  is  the  pan- 
acea for  all  our  ills ;  that  if  you  are  depressed 
you  should  borrow  money,  and  as  long  as  it 
lasts  it  will  relieve  that  depression.  It  would 
have  been  very  pleasant  to  get  ten  millions  to 
spend  at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  year,  and  this 
would  no  doubt  have  relieved  the  Repression 
for  the  time ;  but  after  that  the  deluge.  But 
it  was  because  the  country  refused  to  have  a 
delugo  of  debt  that  they  resisted  the  proposals 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and,  seeing  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  their  being  carried, 
he  dropped  his  proposals.  Then,  again,  in  his 
Financial  Statement  he  made  use  of  tho  fol- 
lowing remarkable  words:  "I  must  impress 
upon  honourable  members  the  necessity  of  find- 
ing means  to  meet  tho  expenditure."  That, 
Sir,  is  precisely  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the 
old  adage  that  you  must  cut  your  coat  accord- 
ing to  your  cloth.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  determined  to  spend- money  if  he  could,  and 
all  he  insisted  on  was  that  honourable  mem- 
bers must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  expenditure 
— ^must  find  means  to  meet  it.  That  shows 
not  only  hero  but  outside  that  the  tendency 
of  that  honourable  gentleman  is  to  borrow 
money  and  expend  it.  I  say  that  has  helped 
to  frighten  away  people  with  capital,  because 
they  looked  upon  it  that  the  danger  to  this 
country  was  so  great  that  they  feared  the  con- 
sequences. I  give  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  credit  for  believing  that  both 
their  land  policy  and  their  borrowing  policy 
were  for  the  good  of  the  country ;  but  it  was 
not  so  regarded  in  this  country,  nor  was  it  so 
considered  outside  this  country.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Duncdin  South  said  that  it 
did  not  matter  a  bit  who  sat  on  those  Treasury 
benches.  Now,  Sir,  I  say  that,  as  regarded 
both  by  tho  other  colonies  and  the  Home- 
country,  the  persoiinel  of  the  Ministry  is  of  as 
much  importance  as  the  policy  of  the  Ministry. 
I  say  that  those  who  think  otherwise  have  for- 
gotten the  cry  that  is  still  ringing  in  my  ears, 


a  cry  heard  throughout  this  country  during 
the  last  election,  a  cry  echoed  from  the  Austra- 
lian Colonies  and  from  England,  **  Any  one  but 
Vogel."  It  is  of  no  use  for  honourable  members 
to  shut  their  eyes  to  that  fact.  I  do  not  wish, 
in  making  thac  remark,  to  say  anything  unkind 
of  the-honourable  gentleman.  I  admire  his  great 
financial  ability  as  much  as  any  one.  I  have  a 
strong  feeling  of  sympathy  with  it  too.  There 
is  nothing  more  pleasant  than  to  borrow  money 
to  make  improvements  and  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  country ;  but  if  the  result  of  that 
is  that  you  do  not  get  sufficient  return  to  pay 
your  way  it  is  inevitable  that  disaster  will 
follow.  This  country  is  much  too  young  and 
too  poor  for  the  proper  development  of  that 
honourable  gentleman's  great  financial  abilities. 
It  is  because  his  financial  abilities  are  so  great 
and  his  schemes  so  large  that  he  is  a  danger 
to  this  country.  That  honourable  gentleman 
should  seek  wider  fields.  He  should  go  to  a 
country  like  America,  which  a  few  years  ago 
had  a  revenue  so  great  that  they  did  not  Imow 
what  to  do  with  it.  That  country  would  have 
afforded  a  far  better  scope  for  that  honourable 
gentleman's  great  talents.  Why,  Sir,  Niagara 
would  be  a  toy  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 
hands.  He  would  soon  be  floating  gigantic 
companies  to  utilise  its  power  to  light  the 
New  World  with  electricity.  There  is  a  coun- 
try whore  a  mind  of  his  capacity  would  havo 
free  scope:  but  there  is  no  scope  for  it  here. 
The  time  may  come,  and  I  trust  it  will, 
when,  under  the  good  management  of  the 
present  Ministry,  this  country  may  recover  its 
credit ;  and  should  it  ever  get  in  a  position  to 
have  an  overflowing  exchequer,  a  revenue  like 
America's,  so  large  that  we  do  not  know  what 
to  do  with  it,  and  should  we  be  then  puffed  up 
with  pride,  I  would  welcome  the  late  ColoniiJ 
Treasurer  back  again  to  those  benches  to  give 
us  another  lesson  in  humility — but,  Sir,  not  till 
then.  There  was  one  remark  which  I  took 
notice  of  in  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans.  When  that  honour- 
able gentleman  was  speaking  in  reference  to 
the  present  Ministry  he  spoke  of  them  Gbs  the 
Continuous  Ministry;  and  he  meant  it,  if  he 
meant  anything  at  all,  as  a  mild — I  will  call  it 
a  mild  epithet  of  opprobrium.  But  I  venture 
to  tell  him  and  other  honourable  members  that 
this  is  the  highest  compliment  that  could  be 
paid  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  and  those  who  were  with 
him.  The  same  term  can  be  applied  to  the 
late  Ministry.  They  can  be  called  a  con- 
tinuous Ministry,  but  in  a  very  different  sense. 
The  Hall-Atkinson  Ministry  were  continuous 
by  the  will  of  the  House:  the  Stout -Vogel 
Ministry  were  continuous  by  their  own  will ; 
and  that  is  tho  great  difference.  I  venture 
to  say  that  any  ono  of  those  half-dozen  mo- 
tions carried  against  the  Stout- Vogel  l^linis- 
try  would  have  been  sufficient  to  drive  these 
honourable  members  from  their  seats.  Some 
wiseacres  have  said  that  man  sprung  from 
the  mollusc.  Well,  if  there  is  anything  that 
would  lend  colour  to  such  a  theory  as  that, 
it  is  the  conduct  of  the  late  Ministry  on  those 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


358 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Stat&inent. 


[Not.  11 


benches :  and  one  need  not  seek  far  for  their 
probable  ancestors  —  they  must  have  been 
closely  allied  to  the  limpet  family  by  the 
way  they  stuck  to  those  seats.  Were  it  not 
{or  the  circumstance  that  the  Premier  lost 
his  election,  which  absolutely  necessitated  the 
resignation  of  the  late  Ministry,  they  would 
have  been  found  even  at  this  time  glued  to 
those  benches,  notwithstanding  that  a  large 
majority  was  returned  against  them  in  the 
late  elections.  Sir,  I  congratulate  the  Minis- 
try upon  the  courage  they  have  shown  in 
undertaking  so  difficult  a  task,  and  I  say 
they  are  entitled  to  all  the  support  we  can 
give  them.  They  are  entitled  to  our  sym- 
pathy, for  they  have  a  most  difficult  and 
painful  task  to  carry  out;  and  now  is  the 
time  that  we  should  give  them  that  loyal 
support  which  the  Premier  asked  for  when  he 
first  consented  to  undertake  the  task  of  form- 
ing a  Ministry.  It  has  been  tbe  misfortune 
of  New  Zealand  Governments  hitherto  not 
to  have  been  able  to  command  sufficiently 
large  majorities  to  carry  out  any  independent 
system  of  reform ;  but  I  trust  that  on  this 
occasion  wo  shall  be  able  to  give  the  present 
Ministry  such  a  support  as  will  enable  them 
to  fulfil  this  task,  and  I  call  upon  honourable 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  put 
aside  all  party  feeling  on  this  question,  and  I 
say  that  honourable  members  having  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  at  heart  will  do  so,  what- 
ever side  of  the  House  they  may  be  on.  I  say 
this:  that  the  country  demands  now  that  every 
man  should  do  his  duty,  and  put  aside  all 
party  feelings  and  prejudices,  and  give  the 
present  Ministry  such  a  large  mesksure  of  sup- 
port as  will  enable  them  to  do  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  to  this  country. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Sir.  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  has  intimated — so 
I  gather  from  his  remarks — that  he  rather  con- 
demns the  late  Government  than  approves  the 
present.  It  is  not  that  he  loves  this  more,  but 
that  he  loves  that  less.  Hence  it  is,  I  pre- 
sume, that,  instead  of  dealing  exhaustively 
with  the  various  great  points  of  policy  in- 
volved in  the  Financial  Statement,  he  has 
contented  himself  with  giving  very  interesting, 
but  not  very  relevant,  essays  on  Native  lands, 
Maori  schools,  the  syllabus,  and  other  subjects 
interesting  in  themselves,  but  scarcely  now  be- 
fore the  House.  But,  before  dealing  myself  with 
the  Financial  Statement,  I  must  express  my  per- 
sonal protest  against  the  terms  in  which  he  re- 
ferred to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  was 
courteous,  but  the  spirit  that  moved  him  I  do 
not  think  any  member  of  the  HouBe  could  fail 
to  perceive.  Now,  I  hold  that  this  colony  owes 
to  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude that  it  can  never  adequately  repay  ;  and 
I  say  this :  that  when  we  consider  the  way  that 
honourable  gentleman,  by  his  iron  will  and  his 
strong  intellect,  has  conquered  pain  and  sick- 
ness, and  held  so  keen  and  able  a  grasp  of  the 
afiairs  of  the  colony  as  he  has,  he  should  receive 
the  respect  and  the  sympathy  of  all  sides  of  the 
House.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  to  abuse  him 
now,  but,  as  I  said  in  Dunedin  before  my  con- 
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Btituents,  the  chief  crime  with   which  he  is 
really  charged  is  that  he  did  not  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  abolish   the   depression.     I   hold  that  in 
framing  the  public-works  policy,  which  is  bo 
much  reviled  to-day,  he  has  done  more  for  the 
good  of  New  Zealand  than  any  other  states- 
man ;  and  I  say  this,  and  I  say  it  with  the 
most  profound  conviction :  that,  if  that  pohcy 
had  beon  carried  out  on  the  lines  he  laid  doim» 
the  colony  would  not  now  be  where  it  is.    It 
was  a  policy  eminently  wise  and  statesmanlike, 
and,  if  it  has  not  resulted  in  that  measure  of 
success  which  it  deserved,  the  fault  does  not  lie 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  framed  it, 
but  with  those  who  subsequently  marred  it. 
Sir,  it  will  have  been  noticed  that  almost  all 
the  speakers  on  the  Government  side  in  this 
debate  have  spoken  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 
Each  poses  as  the   "candid  friend."      It  is 
written,  "Faithful  arc  the  wounds  of  a  friend," 
and  this  may  possibly  console  the  Government 
somewhat,  for  assuredly  they  have  been  more 
buffeted  by  their  friends  than  by  their  enemies 
in  the  course  of  this  debate.    Indeed,  if  the 
Opposition  were  to  leave  them  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  their  own  friends  they  would  soon, 
I  think,  be  wounded  unto  dea&.    The  only 
honourable  member  who  has  spoken  on  the 
Government  side  really  as  a  party  man  has 
been  the  one  Minister  who  has  so  far  spoken 
in  this  debate,  and  therefore  I  propose  to  say 
a  few  words  about  him.     Permit  me,  how'- 
ever,  to  premise  that   I  do  not  at  all  con- 
cur  with   the    sentiments   exprassed   by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  as  to 
the  classical  references  wherewith  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of   Education   has  adorned  his 
speech.    If  the  honourable  gentleman  has  a 
keen  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  classics, 
why  should  he  not  pluck   some  rare  flower 
from  the  gardens  of  Greece  or  of  Rome,  and 
wear  it,  so  to  speak,  in  the  button-hole  of  his 
discourse  ?    At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think 
he  ought  to  take  undue  advantage  of  us.    He 
ought  not  to  take  us  too  deep.     This  I  am 
disposed  to  fear  he  did  when  he  told  us  that 
we  should  follow  the  example  of  Hercules,  and 
put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel.    I  have  read, 
as  I  suppose  all  of  us  have,  of  the  twelve  labours 
of  Hercules,  but  I  cannot  remember  that  either 
a  shoulder  or  a  wheel  enters  conspicuously  into 
any  of  them.    I  do  not  know  if  the  honourable 
member,  in  his  researches  in  the  archives  of 
the  Education  Department,  has  discovered  a 
thirteenth  labour;  but,  if  he  has  been  availing 
himself  of  such  sources  of  information  as  are 
afforded  by  old  examination-papers,  I  beg  to 
remind  him  that  they  are  likely  to  be  more 
original  than  trustworthy.    But,  leaving  tbe 
classics  of  the  honourable  member,  let  me  refer 
briefly,  first,  to  what  he  is  not  supposed  to 
understand,  and,  secondly,  to  what  he  is  sup- 
posed to  understand.    He  is  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, and  therefore  is  not  supposed  to  know 
anything  about  the  tariff.    I  suppose  that  is 
why  he  commits  himself  so  egregiously  in  his 
solitary  remark  about  the  tariff.    He  declares 
that  in  his  opinion  the  non-revision  of  the  tariff 
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this  session  would  be  a  great  gain  to  the 
country  by  giving  stability  to  trade.  Well,  Sir, 
I  look  at  the  Financial  Statement,  and  I  read 
what  the  Premier  said  on  the  same  subject. 
He  says, — 

**  Until  this  question  is  settled  with  some 
sort  of  permanence  the  trade  of  the  colony 
will,  in  addition  to  its  present  unavoidable 
difficulties,  continue  to  be  disturbed  and  irri- 
tated by  what  can  and  ought  to  be  avoided, 
the  uncertainty  from  year  to  year  —  I  might 
say,  for  a  portion  of  the  year,  from  month  to 
month — as  to  what  our  tariff  is  to  be." 

Tho  two  utterances  are  so  directly  in  oppo- 
sition one  to  the  other  that  I  think  it  would 
be  well  if  the  Premier  would  insist  that  his 
Ministers  pass  on  examination  in  the  Financial 
Statement  before  addressing  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  it.  But,  if  the  Minister  of  Education 
is  not  supposed  to  know  anything  about  the 
tariff,  he  is  supposed  to  know  something  about 
education ;  and  education,  particularly  our 
national  secular  system,  is  a  matter  I  have  a 
yery  great  deal  of  interest  in,  and  therefore  I 
am  disposed  to  watch  the  honom*able  gentle- 
man in  the  administration  of  his  department 
with  a  somewhat  critical  eye.  And  in  this 
connection  I  would  contrast  the  attitude  he 
and  his  Government  have  assumed  towards 
education  with  the  attitude  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. He  declared  that  there  was  no  difference 
between  his  proposal  to  reduce  the  capitation 
by  5s.  in  a  lump  and  the  intention  of  tho  late 
Government  to  reduce  it  by  a  shilling  a  year. 
To  be  more  correct,  I  believe  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  reducing  it  by  a  penny  a  month; 
yet  the  honourablo  gentleman  cannot  see  any 
difference. 

Mr.  FISHER. — They  originally  proposed  to 
reduce  it  by  5s.  in  a  lump. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  do  not  know  what  they 
proposed,  but  I  am  reminding  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  what  they  did.  They  were  actu- 
ally reducing  the  capitation  by  a  penny  a 
month,  and  the  Government  now  propose  to 
take  off  5s.  in  a  lump.  Surely  the  honourable 
gentleman  con  see  the  difference  between  the 
two !  I  take  the  conduct  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  be  a  cautious,  intelligent  policy ;  but 
I  take  the  proposal  of  the  present  Government 
to  be  a  wild,  reckless,  slash-in-the-dark  policy. 
We  distribute  very  large  sums  in  capitation  for 
the  support  of  our  system,  and  we  cannot  with 
safety  largely  lessen  that  sum  suddenly.  We 
have  to  guard  the  system  against  danger,  and 
its  working  is  so  nicely  balanced  on  tho  money 
devoted  to  it  that  any  sudden  large  lessening 
of  tho  money  is  dangerous.  It  is  exactly  like 
turning  a  press  with  a  screw.  We  do  net  know 
the  exact  amount  of  the  strain,  or  tho  exact 
extent  of  pressure  that  can  be  borne ;  and 
therefore  the  turns  of  the  screw  must  be  very 
slow.  When  we  find  the  present  Minister  of 
Education  so  strangely  reckless  in  his  state- 
ments OS  to  what  is  to  be  done  in  regard  to 
education,  it  augurs  ill  for  the  continued  good 
working  of  the  system.  Sir,  as  to  the  reduction 
the  Ministry  propose  to  effect  in  the  education 
vote,  £60,000,  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  a 


previous  speaker — and  I  desire  to  emphasize 
it  here  —  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  say  what  amount  they  will 
save  by  their  proposals.  Their  proposals  are  to 
raise  the  age  to  six  years,  and  to  reduce  the 
capitation  by  5s.  A  moment's  consideration 
will  show  that  you  cannot  name  the  amount  to 
bo  saved  by  either  ( f  those  methods,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  are  not  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  department  any  statistics  to  show 
how  many  children  there  ai-e  now  attending  the 
schools  who  are  between  tho  ages  of  five  and 
six.  Such  being  the  case,  we  have  a  very 
suggestive  comment  indeed  on  what  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  referred  to  nn  tho  exhaustive 
and  detailed  inquiries  which  he  had  made  into 
his  department,  and  which  the  Government 
had  mode  iuto  all  departments  affected  by  the 
reductions.  Then  again.  Sir,  we  had  figures 
submitted  to  us  by  the  Minister  of  Education — 
and  I  am  dwelling  at  a  little  length  on  this  sub- 
ject because  I  feel  its  importance.  He  wished 
to  show  that  our  system  is  too  costly.  To  do 
this  he  took  the  amount  of  the  education  vote, 
and  divided  it  into  the  annual  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  said  that  was  a  fair  gauge  of 
the  cost  of  our  system  when  comparing  it  with 
that  of  other  countries.  He  said  that  we  spent 
per  £100  something  like  £11,  whereas  they  spent 
£7  for  every  £100  of  their  revenue  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  that  therefore  our  system  was  more 
costly  than  theirs.  That  fallacy  was  exploded 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui. 
But  I  will  give  an  illustration  to  show  how 
atrociously  absurd  is  tho  Minister's  logic.  Ac- 
cording to  him,  if  we  spend  four  millions,  and, 
out  of  that,  £11  in  £100  represents  educa 
tion,  then  by  spending  eight  millions  a  year 
the  cost  of  education  is  reduced  to  one-half. 
It  is  only  £5  lOs.  in  £100.  Sir,  when  the 
Minister  addresses  the  House  on  so  impor- 
tant a  subject  as  this,  and  supports  his 
position  by  an  argument  such  as  this,  he 
arouses  grave  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  all 
well-wishers  to  our  educational  system  as 
to  whether  that  system  is  in  safe  hands.  I 
take  it  that  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  have 
no  information  at  all  showing  how  they  can 
save  the  £60,000  means  that  this  saving  is  only 
a  figment  of  their  own  imagination.  The  proof 
that  that  particular  item  of  reduction  is  a  fraud 
throws  suspicion  on  every  other  item  of  reduc- 
tion in  the  Government  proposals.  We  have 
convicted  them  of  having  made  a  sheer  guess 
in  that  particular  item,  and  I  say  we  are  fairly 
entitled  to  look  with  suspicion  on  every  other 
item ;  and  I  shall  show  later  on  that  some  of 
the  other  items  are  not  a  whit  more  thought 
out  than  is  the  present  one.  Before  I  leave 
the  subject  of  education  let  me  ask,  how  do  the 
Government  propose  to  keep  open  the  country 
schools  ?  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  show  how  they  can  do  that.  The  ques- 
tion arises,  Are  our  teachers  overpaid  ? — because, 
if  they  are  not,  the  salaries  cannot  be  cut  down, 
and,  if  the  salaries  cannot  be  cut  down,  these 
country  schools  must  be  maintained  by  special 
votes  from  this  House.  To  show  that  our 
teachers  are  not  overpaid,  I  will  read  to  honour- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


360 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Nov.  11 


able  members  the  following  figures  :  There  are 
1,804  teachern  employed  in  New  Zealand,  ex- 
clusive of  sewing-mistresses  and  pupil- teachers. 
Of  these,  5o7,  or  30-8  per  cent.,  receive  less  than 
£100  ;  9G8,  or  53G  per  cent.,  between  £100  and 
£200;  215,  or  11-0  per  cent.,  between  £200  and 
£300 ;  48,  or  2  8  per  cent.,  between  £300  and 
£400 ;  16,  or  -9  per  cent.,  between  £400  and  £483. 
I  take  it  that,  seeing  these  are  the  people  who 
are  to  teach  our  children,  and  give  them,  in 
many  instances,  the  only  instruction  they  will 
get  in  life,  salaries  like  those  are  not  too  larjg^e. 
Leaving  the  Minister  of  Education,  and  coming 
to  the  Financial  Statement  as  a  whole,  honour- 
able members  will  remember  the  very  great 
expectancy  with  which  it  was  awaited.  We 
remember  how  the  Pr-imier  wont  about — not 
to  speak  it  profanely— like  a  cook,  catering  to 
every  political  palate  in  the  House,  and  how 
when  at  last  he  got  his  Ministry  together,  he 
shut  them  all  up  and  prepared  his  policy.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  legend  of  the  blackbirds 
and  the  pie.  He  got  his  birds,  and  spent  a  fort- 
night in  making  and  baking  his  pie ;  and  then  he 
came  down  and  the. Ministerial  pie  was  opened 
and  the  birds  began  to  sing.  And  what  was  the 
song  they  sang  ?  It  was  this  :  Two  millions  of 
loan,  £400,000  of  deficioncy  bills,  over  £170,000 
of  special  class  taxation,  no  revision  of  the 
tariff,  no  help  to  the  industries  that  have  been 
struggling  against  pauper- produced  goods  from 
foreign  countries,  idle  hands  to  continue  idle 
for  lack  of  work,  all  the  evils  to  bo  intensified 
and  heightened  by  a  sudden  stoppage  of  the 
expenditure  of  public  money,  and  the  working- 
men  to  either  leave  the  country  or  stay  here 
and  stew  in  their  own  grease.  That  was  a 
pretty  dish  to  set  before  tiie  king  I  And  that 
IS  what  this  Government  asks  the  House  and 
the  country  to  accept.  That  is  what  these 
Ministerial  blackbirds  are  chii-ping  so  cheer- 
fully now.  One  thing  I  know,  that  it  will  not 
be  a  popular  melody  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dunedin  Central  or  in  Otago ;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  in  the  country  as  a  whole.  I 
have  shown  that  the  proposed  retrenchment 
in  coimcction  with  the  education  vote  is  a 
fraud,  and  I  propose  to  show  that  the  other 
items  of  retrenchment  are  very  little  better. 
The  first  thing  that  casts  suspicion  on  the 
sincerity  of  the  Government  proposals  of  re- 
trenchment is  the  extraordinary  reticence  of 
the  Government  themselves  on  the  subject. 
I  have  said  before,  and  other  honourable 
members  have  said  it  also,  that  retrench- 
ment is  no  party  matter  in  this  House.  It 
is  a  matter  on  which  every  member  of  the 
House  is  pledged.  The  honourable  member 
who  spoke  last  gave  us  to  understand  that 
the  reason  why  the  Premier  declined  to  give 
details  was  that  the  Opposition  would  take 
a  party  advantage  of  it.  Nothing  falser  was 
ever  uttered.  The  Premier  can  give  his 
fullest  confidence  to  the  House.  He  should 
let  us  know  every  detail  of  the  retrenchment 
proposed,  because  upon  that  point  no  party 
question  can  possibly  enter.  But  the  Premier 
may  pcsibly  preserve  this  reticence  for  the 
reason  given  by  another  honourable  member 
Dr,  Fitchett 


— ^namely,  that  he  has  no  details  to  give. 
Indeed,  we  have  his  own  direct  admission 
that  he  has  no  details  to  give.  I  have  said 
that  that  is  the  first  reason  that  makes  me 
suspect  the  integrity  of  these  retrenchment 
proposals.  The  second  is  that  the  figures 
themselves  look  uncommonly  fishy.  X  will 
take  Table  10  in  his  own  Statement.  Yea 
have  here  a  series  of  figures,  making  a  total 
of  £300,000.  I  have  referred  to  the  item  of 
£60,000  as  being  a  manifest  fiction  evolved  from 
^linisters*  own  inner  consciousnea^.  Take  the 
£20,000  for  railways.  That,  again,  is  a  manifest 
fiction.  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  total 
vote  for  railways  can  be  reduced  by  £20,000, 
seeing  that  the  amount  to  be  expended  must 
depend  on  the  work  done,  and  that  cannot  be 
known  now.  I  find  that  £4G,000  is  to  be  saved 
in  the  item  of  Defence.  The  Premier  the  other 
day,  when  asked  by  an  honourable  member 
whether  he  proposed  to  interfere  with  the 
capitation  allowance  of  Volunteers,  intimated 
that  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Defence,  and  did  not  intend  to  do  so 
until  General  Schaw  had  sent  iu  his  report.  Is 
not  that  snfRcicnt  to  show  that  this  item  is  a 
pure  guess?  Then  we  come  to  the  largest  item 
of  retrenchment  in  the  whole  list — .€74,050 — 
and  1  note  the  painful  particularity  of  the 
odd  £50.  This  item  is  marked  **  Not  allo- 
cated." If  the  Government  have  not  even 
attempted  to  allocate  tlic  amount,  how  can 
tiicy  expect  us  to  believe  that  the  items 
making  up  this  total  have  been  determined? 
Nobody,  Sir,  looking  at  the  total  of  £300,000 
at  the  end  of  the  figures  can  fail  to  como 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  total  was  put  down 
first  and  the  other  figures  filled  in  afterwards. 
The  Premier  says,  '*  You  must  trust  us  abso- 
lutely. Leave  it  all  to  us."  When  the  pro- 
posals are  shown  to  be  figments  of  their  own 
fancy,  utterly  void  of  reasoning  or  method, 
are  we  to  give  oiu"selves  unreservedlv  into  the 
honourable  gentleman's  hands?  His  cry  in 
the  olden  times  was,  *'  Learn  to  labour  and 
to  wait : "  now  it  is,  "  Learn  to  trust  me 
and  to  wait."  An  honourable  gentleman  near 
me  is  right  when  ho  says,  "  We  know  him 
too  well."  Confidence  is  a  plant  of  very 
slow  growth,  and  it  is  particularly  slow  in 
this  particular  case.  Where  we  are  asked  to 
commit  our-sclves  so  unreservedly  as  in  this 
instance  we  want  to  know  some  reason  for  it. 
Are  the  economical  antecedents  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  such  as  to  warrant  us  in  put- 
ting this  confidence  in  him  ?  If  my  informa- 
tion is  right,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
spent,  per  annum,  more  borrowed  money  than 
any  other  ^linistcr.  This  is  scarcely  reassurmg. 
His  estimates  of  1R82  were  over  £100,000  more 
than  the  Stout  -  Vogcl  estimates  three  years 
later ;  and  yet  the  Hou.«?e  is  to  surrender  its 
rights  and  give  the  public  purse  into  his  hands. 
A  more  unconstitutional  proposition  was  never 
submitted  to  the  House ;  and  I  do  not  marvel 
that  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  support 
the  Government  have  so  studiously  avoided 
touching  this  aspect  of  the  matter.  Recurring 
to  the  honesty  of  the  retrenchment  proposals. 
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if  liononrable  members  will  look  at  the  table 
I  have  referred  to  they  cannot  fail  to  be  struck 
with  one  most  suspicious  fact,  and  that  is  this : 
that,  though  the  Premier  says  he  will  reduce  the 
estimates  by  £300,000,  and  though  it  is  his  aim 
to  show  as  great  a  reduction  as  possible,  he  al- 
together omits  to  notice  that  he  makes  no  allow- 
ance for  the  natural  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  de- 
partments, including  Railways,  Education,  &c. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  right,  but  I  think 
this  was  mentioned  by  a  previous  speaker;  but, 
whether  it  was  mentioned  or  not,  it  is  well 
worthy  of  being  emphasized.  The  Premier, 
with  his  new  evangel  of  retrenchment,  would 
of  course  claim  credit  for  as  much  retrench- 
ment as  he  could,  but  the  heiglit  of  his  imagina- 
tion has  not  gone  beyond  £300,000.  I  am  not 
sufficiently  conversant  with  the  finance  of  the 
colony  to  say  what  is  the  average  natural  in- 
crease in  each  department,  but  I  think  I  shall 
not  be  far  out  when  I  say  that  the  total  natural 
increase  is  £100,000  per  annum.  Now,  when  we 
show  that  the  Premier  has  omitted  all  reference 
to  the  natural  increa.se  we  must  infer  that  ho 
has  forgotten  it ;  and  if  he  has  forgotten  so 
large  an  item — one  making  the  gross  retrench- 
ment £400,000  instead  of  £300,000— wo  establish 
conchisivoiy  that  his  retrenchment  proposals 
are  little  less  than  a  sham.  Another  signifi- 
cant fact  is  suggested  by  this  interesting  table. 
It  is  this :  that,  though  he  claims  he  will  re- 
duce certain  votes  by  certain  sums,  he  does 
not  pretend  to  reduce  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
Department,  Stamps,  Deeds,  or  Post  and  Tele- 
graphs. Now,  it  is  a  coincidence — possibly  an 
accident,  possibly  not — that  the  bulk  of  these 
votes  represent  the  departments  administered 
by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  been  denounced  as  the 
apostle  of  extravagance.  I  take  it.  Sir,  that 
the  Premier,  with  his  new  evangel  of  economy, 
would  have  gleaned  in  this  field  if  in  any ; 
and  the  fact  of  his  not  proposing  any  reduc- 
tions in  these  departments  suggests  that  he  is 
afraid  to  pretend  to  retrench  there,  because  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  able  to  criti- 
cize, being  conversant  with  the  particulars  of 
the  departmental  expenditure.  It  appears  to 
me  that  all  these  considerations  do  establish  to 
the  satisfaction  of  any  impartial  investigator  of 
these  figures  and  the  Financial  Statement  that 
the  retrenchment  proposals  of  the  Government, 
covering  the  gross  sum  of  £300,000,  represent 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  —  guess ;  and, 
if  so,  it  is  the  height  of  audacity  on  the  part  of 
the  Premier  to  come  down  to  the  House  with 
such  proposals  and  ask  the  House  to  give 
itself  unreservedly  into  his  hand.  Now,  I  have 
dealt  with  the  proposals  for  retrenchment  in 
a  general  way ;  but  I  propose  to  take  the  few 
details  that  are  given,  and  by  them  to  test 
not  alono  the  sincerity  of  the  Government, 
but  their  intelligence  and  their  statesman- 
ship. The  proposals  involve  great  questions 
of  policy;  and  where  the  Government  ask 
for  the  confidence  of  the  House — particularly 
the  very  large  measure  of  confidence  they  de- 
mand— it  is  very  pertinent  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  examine  the  measure  of  states- 


manship shown  in  their  policy  of  retrench- 
ment. They  propose  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
on  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  how  do  they 
propose  to  do  it?  By  reducing  and  limiting 
tho  number  of  members  and  continuing  the 
life  tenure  of  office.  Could  there  be  a  more 
unique  and  complete  method  of  killing  repre- 
sentative institutions  than  that  ?  Could  there 
be  a  more  clever  device — a  more  ingeniously- 
constructed  device — for  converting  our  demo- 
cracy into  an  oligarchy  than  that  ?  It  is  un- 
necessary to  dwell  on  it,  because  it  appeals  to 
the  common-sense  of  every  man  who  considers 
tho  point.  Why  not  leave  the  Council  on  its 
present  basis,  but  limit  tho  tenure  of  office  to 
five  or  seven  years  ?  To  carry  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  would  be  to  transfer  all  power 
from  this  House  to  that;  and  I  ask  whether 
a  Government  which,  in  cold  blood,  could 
bring  do^vn  such  a  proposal  is  entitled  to  the 
confidence  of  the  House.  Then,  I  will  tcJce 
at  hazard  another  element  of  reduction  in- 
volving a  large  principle  of  policy.  Take 
Defence.  The  Government  propose  to  retrench 
to  the  extent  of  £40,000  in  Defence.  Now, 
Sir,  what  does  that  mean?  Our  defence 
at  the  present  runs  on  two  lines :  one  is  the 
military  line — the  regime  of  cocked  hats  and 
aides-de-camp — and  the  other  the  Volunteer 
line :  and  is  it  not  preposterous  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  ask  us  to  give  them  the  power 
to  abolish  the  one  or  tho  other  without  our 
having  a  voice  in  the  very  important  question 
whether  the  defence  of  this  colony  is  in  future 
to  be  a  purely  military  or  a  Volunteer  one? 
Is  not  that  essentially  a  matter  which  the 
House  should  consider?  And  yet  the  Govern- 
ment coolly  proposes  to  deny  us  the  power  to 
consider  it.  Does  such  conduct  entitle  the 
Government  to  the  confidence  of  the  House? 
I  submit,  Sir,  that  the  Government,  if  they 
had  done  their  duty,  would  have  brought  down 
to  this  House  a  series  of  proposals  and  a  series 
of  resolutions  setting  out  these  great  points  of 
policy,  and  thereby  enabling  the  House  by 
vote  to  decide  upon  which  lines  their  re- 
trenchment should  run.  Even  thoiigh  they 
may  not  be  able  to  say  this  particular  salary 
shall  be  reduced  by  this  particular  sum,  yet 
at  all  events  we  were  entitled  to  know  the  lines 
upon  which  they  mean  to  carry  out  their  re- 
trenchment. And  yet  it  has  apparently  not 
entered  into  tho  heart  of  the  Government  to 
think  of  giving  this  House  the  option  of  exer- 
cising such  a  judgment  as  that.  Now,  take 
another  item  of  retrenchment ; — and  I  take  this 
as  testing  the  sincerity  of  tbeir  proposals — take 
the  Governor's  salarv*.  They  propose  to  retain 
the  salary,  but  to  cut  off  the  allowances.  If 
they  were  really  in  earnest  they  would  have 
done  just  the  reverse,  for  the  salary  is  a  thing 
you  can  reduce,  allowances  are  things  you  can- 
not. Take  a  thousand  pounds  frdm  the  salary 
and  it  is  taken  off  —  there  is  an  end  of  it ;  but 
when  you  come  to  such  an  indefinite  thing  as 
allowances  it  may  be  well  for  the  Government 
to  say.  We  will  curtail  them ;  but  to  abolish 
them  is  simply  impracticable.  To  say.  We  will 
abolish    allowances  in    globo  and  retain  the 
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salary  in  its  integrity,  proves  that  they  have 
not  considered  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  have  not  said  so. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— If  I  understand  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  aright  they  propose  to  retain 
the  salary  and  abolish  the  allowances. 

Major  ATKINSON. — Including  allowances. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Then,  if  they  are  going 
to  make  the  salary  and  allowances  one  gross 
amount,  I  submit  the  whole  thing  is  so  nebu- 
lous that  it  has  no  meaning.  The  salary  must 
be  a  fixed  sum.  We  cannot  say,  We  will  pay 
you  £5,000  a  year  if  you  visit,  say,  Christchurch, 
but  so  much  less  if  you  do  not,  because  if  you 
stay  in  Wellington  you  will  not  wont  so  much. 
If  the  Government  proposals  hod  been  intelli- 
gently devised  and  properly  ordered  they  would 
have  made  the  salary  a  fixed  quantity  and  left 
the  allowances  in  suspense.  We  may  pretend 
to  abolish  the  allowances,  but  we  cannot  do  it 
in  fact,  for  the  Governor  would  become  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  Wellington  official.  If  ho 
is  to  go  about  the  colony,  as  in  the  exercise  of 
his  duty  ho  must,  it  means  that  application 
must  be  made  to  the  House  for  special  grants. 
Then,  as  to  Ministerial  salaries.  The  Ministers 
have  not  been  long  enough  in  office  to  enable 
us  to  get  at  the  worth  of  their  services,  so  that 
I  suppose  it  is  fair  to  accept  their  own  estimate 
of  themselves.  It  is  a  low  one,  and  we  do  not 
dispute  it.  They  gain  a  certain  amount  of  kudos ^ 
and  at  a  very  cheap  rate  when  we  consider 
the  instability  of  Ministerial  life.  And  not 
cJone  do  they  gain  the  crown  of  martyrdom  very 
cheaply,  but,  if  I  can  forecast  the  near  future, 
they  are  having  the  grim  satisfaction  of  really 
reducing  the  salaries  less  of  themselves  than 
of  their  successors.  But  I  would  ask,  in  all 
soberness,  is  it  fitting  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer should  be  paid  less  than  a  branch-bank 
majiager  ?  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  lead 
honourable  members  to  conclude  that  the  Go- 
vernment proposals  are  of  so  crude  a  nature, 
and  so  ill  devised,  that  they  are  not  entitled  to 
serious  consideration  from  us,  and,  at  all  events, 
that  they  do  not  warrant  so  extraordinary 
a  demand  as  that  made  by  the  Premier, 
that  wo  are  to  vote  these  sums  in  gloho,  and 
leave  him  to  bring  abovit  the  retrenchment  as 
he  may  think  fit.  I  have  dwelt  at  length  on 
this,  because  retrenchment  is  the  thing  the 
country  demands,  and  that  this  House  is  earnest 
and  eager  to  efiect.  Leaving  retrenchment 
and  coming  to  the  loan  proposals,  I  have  not 
much  to  say,  but  what  I  say  I  feel  very  strongly. 
To  my  mind  they  are  distinctly  unsatisfactory. 
If  there  was  one  emphatic  verdict  given  at 
the  last  election  it  was  this:  that  borrowing 
should  be  stopped,  or,  if  not  stopped,  it 
should  be  resorted  to  to  as  slight  an  extent 
as  was  possible;  that  every  other  resource 
should  be  exhausted  before  borrowing  should 
be  resorted  to.  And  that  verdict  has  been 
fortified  to  an  enormous  extent  by  events  that 
have  happened  since.  I  take  it  that  the  very 
fact  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  being  unable 
to  pay  a  dividend  at  its  last  meeting  is  itself  a 
sufficient  reason  to  make  us  exceedingly  loth 
to  approach  the  London  money-market  at  the 
Dr.  Fitchttt 


present  time.  And,  Sir,  is  it  necessaiy  to 
borrow  this  sum  ?  I  think  it  is  not.  Why, 
honourable  members  who  are  supporting  the 
Government  are  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
Government  loan  proposals  as  are  honourable 
members  on  tho  other  side  of  the  House.  I 
take  it  that  the  reason  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  go  to  the  London  money-market  to  bor- 
row two  millions  of  money  is  simply  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  touching  the  tarilt.  I  woald 
fain  not  alone  avoid  borrowing,  but  avoid 
also  increased  taxation ;  but  of  the  two  evils  I 
think  increased  taxation  is  the  least.  Our 
credit  at  Home  will  be  injured  in  many  ways. 
It  will  be  injured  by  the  fact  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  not  paying  its  dividend — people 
at  a  distance  do  not  draw  very  nice  distinctions 
—  and  it  will  be  more  injured  still  when  it 
is  known  that  wc  are  making  no  attempt  U> 
raise  revenue  to  meet  our  own  deficit,  but  are 
floating  our  deficit  on  by  a  series  of  "  kites." 
If  the  Government  were  earnestly  desirous  of 
doing  the  best  for  the  colony,  they  would  do  ail 
in  their  power  to  exhaust  every  other  resource 
before  going  on  to  the  London  market,  and  it 
is  perfectly  manifest  that  tho  Government  are 
going  on  to  the  loan  market  simply  to  avoid 
raising  the  tariff.  Why  are  they  doing  that? 
Why  is  the  Premier  so  steadily  resolved  to  avoid 
touching  the  tarifi?  It  is  lest  the  Ministerial 
menagerie  of  Protectionists  and  anti-Protec- 
tionists, of  Atkinsonians  and  anti-Atkinsonians, 
should  break  loose  and  rend  him.  That  is  the 
reason  why.  Sir,  I  feel  strongl)'  on  this  tarifi 
question.  I  hold  that,  if  there  is  one  thing  that 
would  minimise  the  evils  that  must  follow  on  a 
retrenchment  policy,  it  is  altering  the  tariff 
so  as  to  stimulate  our  languishing  industries. 
I  know  the  Free-traders  do  not  hold  this  view, 
and  I  am  not  now  addressing  them,  but  the 
Protectionists  who  do  hold  this  view.  The 
Premier  is  a  Protectionist,  and  therefore  he 
holds  this  view. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  say  •*  No  "? 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  was,  not  is,  a  Pro- 
tectionist. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Perhaps  there  is  a  subtle 
distinction  to  be  drawn  between  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  and  the  Premier.  If  so,  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acute  to  recognise  it.  I 
think,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  is  to  be 
interpreted  by  his  speeches,  there  can  be  no 
more  pronounced  Protectionist  inside  this 
House.  I  say  his  opinions  as  to  Protection 
and  the  great  advantages  that  follow  a  policy . 
of  Protection  are  as  pronounced  as  those  c^ 
any  honourable  member  here,  and  I  could 
quote  his  speeches  to  show  that.  Office  is  an 
honour,  and  a  thing  to  be  desired  ;  but  I  think 
there  is  a  point  when  office  may  become  a 
disgrace.  Though  I  recognise  the  abilities  of 
the  Premier — for  no  one  appreciates  his  great 
talents  and  his  administrative  abilities  more 
than  I  do — ^yet.  Sir,  I  say  that,  when  a  man 
can  swallow  his  opinions  on  so  important  a 
point  as  that,  and,  for  the  sake  of  retaining 
office,  hold  in  his  hands,  but  refuse  to  use,  the 
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power  to  relieye  the  terrible  distress  imd  misery 
that  exist — that  do  exist,  and  will  be  heightened 
by  his  own  policy  of  retrenchment — well,  Sir, 
that  man  I  do  not  envy.  I  say  that,  taking 
the  proposals  as  a  whole — taking  the  strangely 
crude  and  nebulous  nature  of  their  retrench- 
ment proposals — taking  their  gross  want  of 
statesmanlike  forethought  in  going  to  the  Lon- 
don loan-market  at  the  present  time 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  no  such  pro- 
posal at  all. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— lean  only  take  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  as  it  is  before  us,  and  there  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  take  power 
at  once  to  float  the  loan.  If  the  Government 
propose  to  depart  from  that,  well,  they  show 
their  wisdom ;  but  I  can  only  deal  with  what 
is  before  the  House.  I  say,  taking  the  crude 
nature  of  the  retrenchment  proposals,  and  the 
lack  of  wisdom  of  the  Government  in  going  on 
the  loan-market  at  a  time  when  they  should 
iK>t  do  so,  and  taking  the  utterly  inconsistent 
attitude  of  the  Premier  in  the  matter  of  Pro- 
tection, all  these  considerations  combined 
satisfy  me  that  the  Government  is  not  en- 
titled to  the  confidence  of  the  House. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday^  15th  November,  1887. 


Third  Beading— Babbit-pest— Dairy-produce— Legis- 
lative Council. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Phoenix  Assurance  Company  of  London  Bill. 

RABBIT-PEST. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS, 
it  was  ordered.  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  ten  members,  to  inquire 
into  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  the 
rabbit-pest ;  with  power  to  confer  and  sit 
together  with  any  similar  Committee  which 
may  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  agree  to  a  joint  or  separate 
report;  the  Committee  to  have  power  to 
call  for  persons,  papers,  and  records  ;  three 
to  be  a  quorum :  the  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Peter,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
and  the  mover. 

DAIRY-PRODUCE. 

The    Hon.   Mr.   MENZIES.  —  Sir,    in    the 

Speech  which  His  Excellency  the  Governor 

addressed  to  this  Council  a  short  time  ago 

ocourred    one    sentence   which    arrested   my 


attention,  and  which,  to  refresh  the  memories- 
of  honourable  members,  I  will  repeat : — 

**  My  Ministers  also  recognise  the  difficultiea 
under  which  some  small  holders  of  land  from 
the  Crown  are  struggling,  and  they  will  con- 
sider what  can  be  done  to  afford  them  reason- 
able relief." 

Now,  I  think  it  is  desirable  some  such  mea- 
sure of  relief  should  be  given  to  an  industry 
which  I  will  endeavour  to  show  to  this  Council 
is  of  great  importance  to  the  country.  I  find,, 
on  looking  over  the  statistics  referring  to  the 
subject,  that  the  number  of  small  holdings  had 
increased  from  18,760  in  1877  to  24,187  in  1881  „ 
and  to  31,768  in  1886.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  these  consists  of  freehold  holdings,  varying, 
from  50  to  350  acres.  I  have  no  recent  statis- 
tics to  hhow  mo  the  exact  proportion,  but  it  is- 
a  question  which  I  have  had  occasion  in  former 
years  to  make  inquiry  into,  and,  judging  from 
the  statistics  of  other  countries  I  then  looked 
into,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a- 
large  proportion  of  the  holdings  are  of  the  area 
I  speak  of.  I  may  refer  to  some  statistics 
which  were  quoted  in  this  Council  during  a 
debate  on  the  land  question  in  1874,  and  it 
appeared  from  the  Victorian  statistics,  which 
gave  detailed  information  upon  these  points,, 
that  then  properties  from  50  to  100  acres 
formed  the  bulk  of  the  land  under  occu- 
pation and  under  cultivation  ;  and  it  appeared 
that  in  1861  the  holdings  from  50  to  100  acres 
extended  over  187,000  acres  of  the  land  under 
occupation,  of  which  79,000  acres  were  under 
cultivation ;  and  in  1871  480,000  acres  were 
held  and  occupied  in  properties  of  this  size,  of 
which  125,000  acres  were  under  cultivation. 
The  statistics  of  holdings  from  100  to  200  acres 
showed  that  352,000  acres  of  land  were  occu- 
pied in  properties  of  this  size,  of  which  187,000 
acres  were  under  cultivation ;  and  of  proper- 
ties from  200  to  850  acres,  345,000  acrea 
were  occupied  in  1861  and  963,000  acres  in 
1871,  of  which  latter  area  165,000  acres  were 
under  cultivation.  These  statistics  correspond 
with  similar  statistics  which  had  been  referred 
to  here  two  or  three  years  before  this.  It  will 
be  assumed  from  this  that  a  somewhat  similar 
state  of  things  exists .  here.  It  was  found 
also  that  in  some  of  the  States  of  America — in 
Virginia,  for  example —  the  great  bulk  of  the 
land  occupied  and  under  cultivation  consists- 
of  properties  varying  from  100  to  350  acres; 
and  at  the  time  this  quotation  was  made 
the  statistics  in  New  Zealand  furnished 
information  which  corresponded  with  tho 
other  information  derived  in  this  way.  I 
assume  that  a  great  part  of  the  land  held  in 
New  Zealand  is  held  under  similar  conditions 
— held  by  farmers  who  depend  for  their  living, 
upon  what  they  can  obtam  from  the  soil ;  so 
that  a  large  proportion  depend  in  this  way 
upon  what  they  can  obtain  from  the  soil; 
and  it  is  of  importance,  in  the  present  state 
of  depression,  especially  among  those  who 
have  to  make  a  living  from  the  produce  of 
the  land,  to  ascertain  if  anything  can  be  dis- 
covered which  would  prove  of  benefit  to  them, 
by  directing  their  attention  to  new  channela 
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of  industry  or  giving  them  information  as  to 
now  markets  in  which  the  produce  they  raise 
may  find  a  ready  sale.  In  1885,  as  a  further 
illustration  of  the  importance  (if  this  question, 
I  find  the  value  of  the  crops  of  grain — ^wheat 
and  oats  principally,  wheat  heing  valued  at  8s. 
and  oats  at  Is.  6d. — was  set  down  at  two 
millions  of  money.  In  1686  the  season  was  less 
favourable  and  the  production  was  considerably 
less,  and  the  value  in  that  year  was  placed  at 
only  a  million  and  a  quarter.  Now,  during  the 
first  year  the  exports  were  £402,000,  and  in  1886 
£414,000,  but  prices  had  fallen  so  materially 
that,  except  in  cases  of  land  of  exceptionally 
good  quality,  it  was  not  found  profitable  to  go 
on  with  the  cultivation  of  land  for  grain-growing 
purposes,  and  the  population  had  to  turn  their 
attention  to  other  sources  of  earning  a  liveli- 
hood ;  and  one  of  these  was  the  establishment 
of  cheese-factories,  which  were  started  a  year 
or  two  ago  in  every  direction  in  the  South 
Island.  I  believe  it  was  done  to  some  extent 
in  the  North  Island,  but  in  the  South  Island 
these  factories  were  sown  broadcast  over  the 
country.  For  a  time  the  supply  of  milk  to 
these  factories  was  found  far  more  profitable 
than  any  other  farming  operation,  and  it  was 
found  two  years  ago  that  the  system  of  dairy- 
farming  had  been  extremely  profitable  to  small 
farmers.  It  was  proved  that  small  farmers 
could  make  by  dairy-farming  a  return  of  from 
JS6  to  £7  per  acre  by  cow-keeping.  It  w^as  f oun d , 
however,  first  of  all,  that  the  market  began 
to  get  glutted,  and  recently  —  during  the  last 
six  or  eight  months  —  the  dairy-factories  have 
found  no  market  at  all  for  dairy-produce.  The 
consequence  is — though,  as  yet,  none  of  them 
have  been  shut  up,  so  far  as  I  am  aware — the 
profit  on  the  industry  which  used  to  go  to  the 
small  farmers  has  disappeared  altogether.  And 
in  these  circumstances  ic  becomes  all  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  class  to  endea- 
vour to  ascertain  whether,  by  turning  their 
attention  to  any  other  industry  or  by  looking 
out  for  any  other  market  for  any  part  of  their 
produce,  a  restoration  of  prosperity  may  not 
accrue.  Now,  in  connection  with  this  there  is 
no  doubt  that  those  dairy-factories  would  be 
found  to  pay  better  if  the  managers  paid  more 
attention  to  the  making  of  their  produce.  I 
remember  readinj^  an  account  of  anew  mode  of 
preparing  milk,  \.hich  may  probably  give  them 
a  more  extensive  market  than  they  have  had 
yet  for  the  productions  they  export.  If  the 
Council  will  excuse  me  I  will  read  a  short  ex- 
tract from  a  paper  I  came  across  in  Chambers's 
Journal  some  short  time  ago.  [Extract  read.] 
Now,  Sir,  this  seems  to  fitfford  some  opening 
for  those  who  take  to  dairy- farming,  because  I 
do  conceive  that  if  the  milk  was  prepared  in  an 
agreeable  form  the  market  opened  out  would 
bo  almost  unlimited,  especially  when  it  is 
stated  that  the  city  of  London  alone  consumes 
more  fluid  under  the  name  of  milk  than  all  the 
oows  in  the  country  could  produce.  So  that 
there  is  a  very  good  opening  there  at  least  for 
a  very  considerable  quantity  of  the  article.  It 
may  be  said  that  I  might  have  referred  to  this 
in  the  form  of  a  question;  but  I  think  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Mensies 


subject  is  one  which  is  so  important  that  it 
deserves  some  further  consideration,  than  ii 
could  receive  merely  from  a  question  and  a 
reply ;  and  I  trust  that,  having  brought  the 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council, 
the  Government  will  communicate  with  the 
Agent-General,  and  ascertain  whether  by  in- 
quiry at  Home  he  can  inform  the  Government 
whether  some  larger  market  might  not  be 
opened  for  dairy-produce  under  the  fonn  I 
have  referred  to  or  any  other.  I  move  the 
resolution  standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
it  is  expedient  that  the  Government  should 
obtain  and  circulate  further  information  on  the 
form  in  which  dairy-produce  is  most  likely  to 
meet  with  a  ready  market  in  the  United  King- 
dom."— {Hon.  Mr.  Merusies.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment quite  recognise  the  importance  of  the 
subject  which  is  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  the  mover  in  this  motion;  and  I 
may  say  that  from  recent  information  of  a  not 
altogether  official  character  there  seems  to  be 
good  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  good 
market  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  dairy-pro- 
duce. But  it  would  seem  that  there  are  two 
points  which  require  to  be  particularly  at- 
tended to :  one  is  that  the  produce  of  this  charac- 
ter must  be  of  a  superior  quality ;  another 
is  that  it  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
imiform  in  quality.  That,  indeed,  is  hinted  at 
in  the  report  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
which  was  laid  before  Parliament  last  session 
— dated  the  7th  April,  I  believe ;  and  more 
recent  information  certainly  confirms  that  view, 
and  gives  rise  to  a  considerable  hope  that,  if 
we  follow  the  right  course  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
paration of  these  articles  of  produce,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  to  find  a  good  market  for 
them.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  send  to  England  for  an  expert  in 
these  particular  branches  of  industry,  whose 
instruction  would  enable  our  dairy-farmers  to 
adopt  the  best  methods  of  preparing  dairy- 
produce.  It  seems  doubtful,  however,  whether 
we  cannot  amongst  those  in  the  colony  find 
all  that  is  required  in  that  direction.  I  may 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  will  undertake  for 
the  Government  that  they  will  give  every  at- 
tention to  this  motion,  and  I  trust  that  the 
result  will  be  satisfactory  to  my  honourable 
friend  who  has  moved  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  am  veiy 
glad  to  hear  the  statement  of  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Stevens ;  but  I  think  if  any  good  is 
to  be  obtained  from  this  discussion  we  must  go 
a  little  further  than  he  has  indicated,  or  than 
has  been  indicated  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Menzies.  The  question  is  one  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  colony.  If  we  can  increase 
our  dairy-produce,  and  obtain  a  suitable  market 
for  that  dairy-produce,  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  in  a  very  short  time  indeed  the  cloud 
of  depression  now  hanging  over  the  colony  will 
pass  away.  I  have  myself  stated  that  I  be- 
lieve that  the  attempt  to  foster  these  small 
farms  at  the  present  time  will  be  a  failure; 
but  simply  for  this  reason :  that  at  the  present 
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time  there  is  no  market  for  the  daiiy-produce 
which  is  obtained  from  these  farms.  If,  how- 
ever, you  can  open  up  large  markets  for  the 
dairy-produce  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  bene- 
fits which  would  be  derived  from  this  industry 
would  be  greater  than  the  benefits  derived 
from  the  gold-discoveries  originally,  and  would 
lead  to  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  small 
farms,  and  to  a  great  development  of  the  in- 
dustry on  a  profitable  basis,  which  would  in- 
sure prosperity  to  the  colony.  Honourable 
members  are  perhaps  not  aware  of  the  extent 
of  the  market  which  is  open  for  us  in  England 
alone.  I  find  that  the  consumption  of  butter 
in  England  is  close  on  100,000  tons  per  annum, 
of  the  gross  value  of  nine  millions  sterling. 
The  amount  of  cheese  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  is  over  120,000  tons,  of  the  value  of 
eight  millions.  Hero,  in  the  two  articles  of 
batter  and  cheese,  there  is  a  market  open 
to  us,  if  it  were  only  available  for  us,  of  no 
le.ss  than  seventeen  millions  sterling.  It 
must  be  quite  clear  to  honourable  members 
that  if  we  can  get  hold  of  that  market  the 
dair^'  industry  of  the  colony  will  throw  into 
the  shade  the  sheep  and  pastoral  interest  and 
the  mining  industry  of  the  colony.  The  ques- 
tion is,  How  are  we  to  obtain  a  hold  of  this 
market  ?  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has  referred 
to  one  great  drawback,  which  is  fatal  at  the 
present  time  to  the  development  of  this  in- 
dustry— ^namely,  the  fact  that  so  little  good 
batter  is  produced  in  the  colony,  and  that  the 
butter  produced  is  of  so  uneven  quality  as  to 
render  it  difficult  to  get  a  large  quantity  together 
of  uniform  goodness.  If  we  are  to  remedy  these 
defects  the  first  thing  v/e  shall  have  to  do  is  to 
see  what  is  their  cause.  I  believe  the  cause  of 
the  defects  to  be  that  largo  numbers  of  per- 
sons have  entered  into  this  industry  without 
thoroughly  understanding  it.  Persons  in  order 
to  succeed  in  any  trade'  must  be  masters  of  it. 
Thore  are  large  numbers  of  dairy  -  farmers 
who  are  not  capable  of  making  really  good 
butter.  Then,  again,  there  is  the  question  of 
the  amount  of  capital  required  for  building  good 
dairies.  There  should  be  a  dairy  connected 
with  each  farm  conducted  on  proper  prin- 
ciples ;  and  such  costs  money.  Unfortunately, 
the  number  of  really  good  dairies  is  very  small 
indeed.  It  is  a  fact  that,  while  we  have  so 
much  capability  of  producing  really  good  butter, 
we  do  not  produce  a  sufficient  amount  of  good 
quality  for  the  inhabitants  themselves.  A 
statement  was  made  in  Wellington  the  other 
day  on  authority,  which  I  believe  to  be  true, 
to  this  effect :  that  at  the  very  time  we  are 
seeing  how  we  can  get  hold  of  the  English 
market  we  do  not  produce  butter  able  to  pre- 
vent the  competition  of  English  butter  in  our 
market.  It  appears  that  the  ships  making  the 
round  voyage  from  England  to  New  Zealand 
and  back  again  actually  bring  their  butter 
from  England  with  them.  They  have  learnt 
by  experience  that  in  New  Zealand  they  can- 
not get  butter  which  will  keep  throughout  the 
voyage.  That  is  a  great  drawback,  and  one 
which  should  certainly  be  remedied.  Then, 
there  is  another  diffiotUty  as  regards  the  send- 


ing of  fresh  butter  Home  to  England.  From 
what  cause  it  arises  I  cannot  say,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent to  any  person  who  has  made  a  voyage  to 
England  by  one  of  the  direct  steamers  that 
the  butter,  although  kept  in  the  freezing- 
chambers,  undergoes  some  chemical  change 
which  causes  it  to  turn  bad  in  a  very  few  days 
indeed.  The  question  that  we  should  apply 
ourselves  to  is  to  ascertain  the  reason  why 
that  is  so.  Suet  can  be  carried  Home  in  good 
condition,  and  the  component  parts  of  suet  are 
similar  to  those  of  milk,  and  one  cannot  but 
believe  that  some  remedy  could  be  discovered 
to  prevent  butter  going  bad,  even  in  a  frozen 
state.  It  is  worthy  of  inquiry  whether  the 
mode  adopted  of  preserving  butter — a  mode 
which  has  been  followed  for  the  past  hundred 
years— is  the  best — that  is,  simply  using  salt.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  appliances  of  chemistry 
are  so  thoroughly  used  up  that  no  other  mode 
of  preservation  can  be  utilised.  Wo  have  a 
chemical  stafi  in  the  colony,  and  I  think  the 
attention  of  the  chemical  staff  might  with 
advantage  be  directed  to  this  point:  whether 
there  is  any  mode  of  preserving  butter  better 
than  that  which  is  ordinarily  adopted.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  ]^Ienzies  would  have 
done  better  if  he  had  grappled  with  this  diffi- 
culty more  directly.  I  think  if  he  had  applied 
for  a  Select  Conmiittee  on  the  subject,  over 
which  I  am  sure  no  person  more  competent 
than  himself  could  preside,  he  as  Chairman  of 
that  Committee  would,  by  his  energy  and  his 
knowledge,  have  done  the  cause  he  desires  to 
benefit  far  more  service  than  he  can  do  by  the 
course  he  has  adopted.  I  believe  more  good 
would  result  from  a  thorough  inquiry  into  the 
subject,  under  the  auspices  of  a  gentleman  like 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  than  is  likely  to  result 
from  the  carrying  of  this  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Government  will  do  all  that  tliey 
can,  in  the  way  of  securing  information  with 
regard  to  these  industries.  About  twenty-eight 
years  ago,  when  I  landed  in  New  Zealand,  the 
one  thing  which  struck  me  most  was  the  ex- 
cellent quality  of  the  butter.  There  was  with 
me  a  gentleman  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  manufacture  of  butter  in  Australia, 
and  he  said  he  had  never  tasted  finer  butter 
than  was  made  at  that  time  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dunedin.  This  is  an  industry  which, 
like  every  other  industry,  requires  capital  in 
order  to  carry  it  out  properly,  and  capital  is 
being  applied  to  it  now  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony.  At  Longbeach  special  cattle  are  kept 
for  dairy-purposes— they  keep  Guernsey,  Jersey, 
and  Ayrshire  cattle  there ;  so  that  the  quaUty 
of  the  milk  used  is  similar  to  that  used  in 
the  Home-country.  Then,  in  place  of  the  old 
system  of  allowing  the  milk  to  get  a  little 
sour  before  the  cream  rises,  machinery  such  as 
the  Lavaleye  S^arator  is  used  for  extracting 
the  oream  from  the  milk  fresh  from  the  cow. 
The  result  is,  that  15  per  cent,  more  butter 
is  got,  and  that  2d.  per  pound  more  is  obtained 
for  the  butter  in  the  market.  I  have  heard 
that  on  the  testimony  of  the  owner  of  the 
property,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
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intelligent  men  connected  with  agriculture  in  I 
the  colony.  Another  point  is  cheese-making. 
•The  first  to  enter  into  cheese-making  sys- 
tematically were  the  Americans.  They  esta- 
blished manufactories  for  the  express  purpose  of 
making  cheese,  the  manufacturers  themselves 
having  no  cattle ;  but  they  paid  a  certain  price 
for  the  milk,  and  made  cheese,  and  had  a 
profit  on  the  manufacture.  I  went  to  see 
one  of  the  new  dairies  which  my  honourable 
friend  has  referred  to,  and  I  found  there  an 
American  who  had  been  brought  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  this  establishment.  All  the 
lower  part  of  the  building  was  filled  with 
cheese  of  most  excellent  quality  waiting  for  a 
market.  Here  wo  have  experts  who  are  capable 
of  giving  instruction  to  those  who  may  be 
beginning  the  industry.  But  the  question 
which  meets  the  producers  of  these  articles  is 
the  difficulty  of  finding  a  market.  Although 
the  markets  in  Australia  are  extensive,  yet 
they  are  a  mere  bagatelle  when  one  comes 
to  consider  the  large  quantities  of  cheese  and 
butter  which  can  be  produced  by  all  the 
farmers  in  this  colony.  The  markets  of  Syd- 
ney and  Queensland  were  available  to  us,  but 
it  was  soon  found  that  the  cheese  there  be- 
came as  cheap  as  it  was  here.  Then  the 
difficulty  of  sending  cheese  and  butter  Home 
was  the  next  point.  We  are  only  at  the 
beginning  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  the 
making  of  this  class  of  produce ;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  the  freezing  process,  which  is  so  im- 
portant in  regard  to  our  meat  industry,  will 
solve  this  problem ;  also,  I  believe  that  butter 
and  cheese  can  be  carried  Home  without  de- 
teriorating in  the  least  in  the  cool  chambers 
adjoining  the  freezing- chamber.  I  observe 
from  the  newspapers  that  shipments  of  both 
butter  and  cheese  have  reached  England  in 
perfectly  good  order.  With  regard  to  abso- 
lutely fresh  butter,  there  may  be  some  difficulty 
about  that ;  but  I  maintain  that  these  cool-air 
chambers  will  solve  the  problem.  I  think  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Menzics  has  done  the  State  good  ser- 
vice in  bringing  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Council,  and,  if  ho  went  a  little  further  and 
asked  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject,  the  report  of  that  Committee  might 
be  of  service  all  over  the  colony.  We  should 
not  confine  ourselves  to  England  alone  for  a 
market.  There  are  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  and 
other  large  continental  cities  where  we  might 
take  large  quantities  of  our  produce.  I  beg  to 
support  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— This  subject  may 
appear  rather  trivial  to  take  up  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  Council ;  but  I  agree  with  the 
previous  speaker  that  no  more  important  sub- 
ject could  occupy  our  attention  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  a  subject  which  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  previous  Governments.  The  Go- 
vernment over  which  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  presided  devoted  a  considerable 
amount  of  attention  to  this  very  subject ;  and 
the  colony,  I  think,  is  indebted  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  personally  for  the  care  and  at- 
tention with  which  he  dealt  with  the  subject 
at  that  time,  and  for  publishing  the  result  of 
H<m.  Mr.  Holmes 


his  inquiries.  There  was  an  expert  whose  ser- 
vices were  obtained  by  the  Government,  and 
whose  experience  was  at  the  time  freely  given 
to  the  colony.  I  may  say  that  New  Zealand 
is  not  the  only  country  in  the  world  where  in- 
struction in  the  art  of  butter-making  is  neces- 
sary. England  itself  has  been  fast  losing  the 
command  of  the  best  market  for  butter  in  the 
world  —  that  is,  the  London  market.  The 
farmers  of  England  seem  to  have  lost  the  art 
of  making  good  butter.  Whether  it  is  that 
the  farmers'  daughters  now  pay  more  attention 
to  cultivating  the  finer  arts  than  to  the  more 
necessary  ones  I  do  not  know ;  but  the  fact 
remains  that  the  London  market  for  the  bntter 
which  is  sold  at  the  highest  price  is  com- 
manded by  the  dairy-farmers  of  Britt&ny  and 
Normandy.  I  read  a  few  months  ago  an  ac- 
count of  an  interview  which  was  had  by  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  London  papers 
with  a  man  named  Hudson,  who  is  called  the 
"  butter  king."  And  in  talking  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  paper  as  to  the  reasons  why  a 
good  market  for  the  best  of  butter  has  been 
lost  by  the  English  farmer,  and  still  more  so 
by  the  Irish  farmer,  who  at  one  time  excelled 
in  the  business,  this  man  declared  that  one  of 
the  main  reasons  for  the  loss  of  the  business 
was  that  the  butter  was  made  from  cream 
which  had  been  allowed  to  remain  a  long  time 
before  it  was  put  into  the  churn.  The  ma- 
chinery which  was  alluded  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes,  if  adopted,  would  obviato  the  need  for 
that,  because  there  would  not  be  the  slightest 
difficulty,  if  that  machinery  were  "used,  in 
obtaining  butter  after  every  milking.  That 
further  instruction  in  this  matter  is  very  much 
needed  indeed  by  the  farmers  of  New  Zealand  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt ;  and  I  think  that 
if  the  Hon.  Mr.  !Menzies  were  to  propose  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  make  in- 
quiries into  this  matter,  and  ascertain  amongst 
other  things  the  present  state  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  best  butter — for  the  manufacture 
of  this  article  has  made  considerable  advances 
recently ;  in  fact,  within  the  last  two  yeais 
more  oidvance  has  been  ma,de  than  in  the  pre- 
vious twenty  years  —  he  would  be  doing  good 
service  to  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLE AN.  —  Instead  of  this 
'being  a  trifling  matter  I  think  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  subjects  that  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Council.  Dairy-farming 
has  got  to  a  state  in  which  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  find  some  outlet  for  the  produce ; 
and  when  w^e  find  down  our  quarter  that  the 
storekeepers  are  only  giving  the  settlers  3d.  per 
pound  for  butter,  and  saying  they  cannot  con- 
tinue even  at  that,  it  is  necessary  we  should  try 
to  find  some  outlet  for  the  produce  raised  by 
these  small  farmers,  and  so  help  them  to  make 
a  profit.  Of  course  the  Government  can  collect 
and  diffuse  useful  information.  We  must  profit 
by  the  experience  of  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  want  of 
profiting  from  previous  experience  that  has  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  cause  of  dairy-factories 
not  having  been  successful  in  New  Zealand. 
As  for  getting  a  Committee  of  inquiry  into  this 
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matter,  as  has  been  snggestod,  I  do  not  think 
that  would  do  very  well  just  now,  because  the 
whole  of  the  dairy-factories  are  in  operation, 
and  the  very  men  whom  the  Committee  would 
be  summoning  to  give  information  they  could 
not  get  at  the  present  time,  and  it  would  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  go  into  the  matter 
thoroughly,  to  have  some  of  those  experts  here. 
There  is  one  thing  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  has  corrected.  Ho  recently  said  in  a 
speech — I  think  on  the  Address  in  Reply — that 
it  was  now  seen  that  small  farms  would  not 
pay.  He  meant  to  qualify  it :  but  that  state- 
ment, unqualified,  went  forth  to  the  country.  I 
was  going  to  correct  the  statement  at  the  time, 
but  did  not  think  fit  to  rise  to  speak,  not 
having  much  to  say.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  statement  has  been 
made  a  good  deal  of  use  of.  I  hold,  myself, 
that  small  farms  in  these  times  are  just  the 
thing  to  pay.  Take  the  case  of  these  small 
dairy-farmers,  working  from  daylight  till  dark  ; 
yet,  even  working  like  that,  they  are  not  earn- 
ing 3s.  6d.  a  day.  They  have  hitherto  been 
able  to  sell  a  little  butter,  a  few  cattle,  and 
some  grain,  poultry,  eggs,  &c.,  and  by  this 
means  have  been  able  to  make  fair  wages  on 
their  farms.  Now  see  what  farmers  on  a  large 
scale  are  doing.  In  Southland  during  the  past 
year  the  farmers  were  not  able  to  get  more 
than  Is.  a  bushel  net  for  oats.  I  saw  a  case  of 
a  man  who  got  Tjd.  f.o.b.  at  the  Bluff.  At 
present  prices  the  returns  cannot  pay  the  largo 
farmers.  Say  you  allow  6a.  a  day,  the  man 
finding  himself,  it  would  take  1,600  bushels  of 
oats  to  pay  him,  and  fifty-odd  acres  to  grow  it 
upon :  so  how  is  the  farmer  to  pay  even  this  rate 
of  wages?  It  is  on  the  smaller  settlers  looking 
for  their  own  wages  that  the  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try a  great  deal  depends  ;  and  if  we  could  only 
get  a  market  for  their  produce,  and  get  it  away 
for  them,  wo  should  be  doing  inestimable  good 
to  the  country.  What  is  the  fact  in  regard 
to  these  dairy -factories?  They  were  paying 
very  well,  having  all  Australia  for  a  market, 
and  they  were  making  very  creditable  cheese. 
When  they  got  into  full  operation,  and  the 
cheapness  of  the  article  was  bringing  it  into 
general  consumption,  what  was  done  in  Aus- 
tralia ?  They  immediately  put  a  duty  of  4d.  a 
pound  on  it,  and  the  result  was  that  in  some 
cases  the  dairy- factories  here  only  netted  about 
2d.  a  pound  as  the  result  of  sending  their  cheese 
to  Australia.  That  is  Protection  with  a  ven- 
geance. Those  markets  are  now  shut  to  our 
farmers,  and  we  are  endeavouring  to  find  a 
market  in  England.  Cheese,  so  far  as  it  has  gone 
forward,  has  averaged  about  6d.  a  pound  there, 
and  that  was  probably  not  in  particularly  good 
condition.  Knowledge  should  be  diffused  as  to 
the  best  method  of  packing  cheese.  Some 
people  pack  the  cheese  too  closely ;  in  other 
cases,  where  ventilation  is  attended  to,  the 
cheese  arrives  in  fairly  good  condition.  A  large 
amount  of  the  cheese  manufactured  bore  will 
not  carry.  Some  people  have  been  sending  it 
Home,  and  it  has  been  a  great  failure;  but 
these  people  are  mostly  to  blame  themselves  in 
not  looking  after  what  ancccssful  people  are 


doing,  and  profiting  by  their  experience.  My 
honourable  friend  also  tal||Bd  about  milk  being 
preserved.  There  is  a  process  of  preserving 
milk,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  come 
into  general  use.  They  have  been  preserving 
milk  in  Melbourne,  and  the  milk  will  keep  for 
a  month  or  six  weeks.  The  machinery  used  in 
this  process  is  expensive.  There  are  energetic 
people  at  Port  Chalmers  who  are  getting  a 
factory  there,  and  they  will  have  this  machihery. 
Let  us  hope  they  will  be  successful.  A  great 
deal  of  milk  may  bo  used  for  shipping  and 
other  things,  and  a  considerable  market  may 
be  got  for  it.  In  fact,  every  one  is  trying  ex- 
periments now  to  see  how  best  he  can  get  his 
produce  to  market.  With  regard  to  butter 
manufactured  in  this  way,  it  is  never  handled, 
and  it  will  be  of  even  quality.  As  for  butter 
made  by  small  settlers,  it  is  of  different  classes, 
and  the  bad  is  put  with  the  good,  and  the  whole 
is  often  spoiled.  This  butter  is  often  found  to 
be  good  one  day,  and  a  week  hence  it  is  per- 
haps all  wrong  when  the  purchaser  comes  to 
use  it.  My  opinion  is  that  good  results  can 
only  be  obtained  by  co-operation  and  by  the 
dairy-factory  system.  If  we  could  only  got  a 
market  in  England,  no  doubt  it  wotild,  even  at 
present  prices,  result  in  the  settlers  being  well 
off,  and  it  would  remove  a  great  deal  of  the 
depression  from  them.  A  large  number  of  mis- 
takes have  been  made  by  dairy-factories,  and 
no  doubt  some  of  them  are  coming  to  grief.  In 
some  cases  the  manufacturers  have  not  profited 
by  the  mistakes  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
them ;  and  it  is  like  all  other  things — no  matter 
what  protection  you  may  afford  you  cannot 
protect  bad  management.  But  it  is  only  from 
good  management  that  good  will  result;  and, 
although  a  large  amount  of  money,  no  doubt, 
is  lost  in  dairy-factories,  this  is  owing  largely  to 
bad  management. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WALKER.  — I  cordially 
indorse  the  suggestion  that  has  been  made  by 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse,  that  a 
Committee  should  be  appointed  on  this  sub- 
ject. While  I  recognise  the  full  value  of  dairy- 
factories,  I  perceive  one  or  two  faults  arising 
from  the  system  on  which  they  are  now  worked. 
The  first  is  the  gradual  deterioration  of  cattle 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  factories.  Owing 
to  the  treatment  of  the  cows  the  calves  be- 
come starved.  I  pass  through  districts  where 
I  see  calves— yearling  heifers — which  are  abso- 
lutely starved.  The  starved  heifer  would  never 
make  a  good  cow,  and  a  bad  cow  would  never 
give  good  butter;  and  that  is  one  cause  why 
butter  is  so  bad.  Another  fault  is  the  feeding 
of  those  wretched  pigs.  The  smell  arising  from 
them  must  have  a  very  evil  effect  on  the  cattle. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  smell  which  comes 
from  the  piggeries  is  very  injurious  to  the  milk. 
These  are  some  of  the  questions  that  might  be 
ventilated  if  a  Committee  were  formed,  and  I 
hope  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  will  see  his  way  to 
propose  it. 

The  Hon.  iMr.  MENZIES.— I  have  listened 
to  this  discussion  with  great  pleasure  and  at- 
tention, and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  I  have 
initiated  a  discussion  on  such  a  subject.    I  caa 
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see  that  the  Council  is  fully  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject.  Tncre  is  nothing 
for  me  to  reply  to  inthe  way  of  objection.  One 
point,  which  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  referred  to,  deserves  careful  and 
general  attention,  and  that  is  the  injury  which 
must  necessarily  result  to  the  milk  brought  to 
the  factories  and  the  butter  produced  there 
when  such  abominable  stenches  are  allowed  to 
be  caused  by  the  number  of  pigs  kept.  I  may 
point  out  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
feeding  the  pigs  at  a  distance  from  the  fac- 
tory. No  doubt  the  injury  done  to  the 
butter  especially — probably  to  the  cheese — as 

S reduced  in  the  factories.  That,  however,  is  a 
etail  which  I  have  no  doubt  the  managers  will 
by-and-by  endeavour  to  remedy.  The  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  butter  and  cheese  produced 
at  these  factories  has  been  referred  to.  In  the 
South  cheese  is  manufactured  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  while  during  the  winter  months 
butter  is  manufactured.  It  is  manufactured 
with  the  aid  of  the  machines  to  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  has  alluded  —  the  cream- 
separators — and  the  result  is  that  the  butter  is 
of  t^c  best  quality  and  quite  uniform.  Then  the 
question  would  be  how  to  transmit  the  butter 
of  such  quality  as  would  attach  to  the  Dun- 
edin  and  Chris tchurch  markets  a  much  higher 
price  than  other  kinds  could  obtain,  and  how 
to  send  that  butter  Home  without  sustain- 
ing any  injury..  In  regard  to  the  cheese, 
the  artist  now  managing  the  factory  at  Gore 
W9.S  some  two  years  ago  mane.giug  another 
factory,  and  the  character  of  the  cheese  and 
other  produce  manufactured  under  that  man- 
ager's direction  was  properly  recognised  in 
Bellamy's,  where  some  saonplcs  of  that  cheese 
were  considered  to  be  far  and  away  ahead  of 
the  best  cheese  ever  before  placed  on  the  table. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  LIr. 
Waterhouso  in  reference  to  the  uncertainty  of 
preserving  butter  for  a  long  voyage.  No  doubt 
certain  changes  may  occur— probably  chemical 
changes — which  lessen  its  marketable  value  ; 
but  it  can  bo  preserved,  and  in  such  a  form  as 
to  command  a  ready  market,  under  the  new 
process,  by  which  honourable  members  will  bear 
in  mind  it  is  preserved  fresh  by  a  large  ad- 
mixture of  sugar.  The  process  is  by  no  means 
an  expensive  one.  Looking  over  the  account 
which  I  quoted,  I  find  the  principal  expense 
would  be  the  motive -power.  The  machinery 
required  at  the  dairy-factories  for  this  purpose 
would  not  be  expensive.  It  consists  chiefly  of 
a  largo  copper  evaporating-apparatus.  Subse- 
quently, after  the  evaporation,  when  the  cheese 
is  desiccated,  it  requires  to  be  broken  up  by  some 
motive-power.  In  some  countries  they  have 
steam-power,  and  in  some  cases  water-power  is 
used  ;  but  that  power  will  entail  no  expense  in 
securing  it.  I  am  glad  the  Council  recognise 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  inquiries  which  will  be  insti- 
tuted will  be  made  public,  and  that  the  com- 
mimity  will  know  where  they  can  look  for  a 
market  for  their  dairy-produce.  That  is  really 
the  question  now.  Anything  I  can  do  to  assist 
in  promoting  any  inquiry  which  other  honour- 
Hon,  Mr,  Meneies 


able  members  may  tliink  it  would  be  better  to 
promote  by  a  Committee,  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  do. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
The  adjourned  debate  was  resumed  on  the 
question,  *'  (1.)  That,  in  the  event  of  a  reduction 
being  made  in  the  number  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  should  be  reduced  to  one- 
half  of  the  number  of  members  of  the  Honss, 
and  that  the  same  proportion  should  thereafter 
bo  maintained.  (2.)  That  it  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  to  consider  and  report  as  to 
the  best  plan  by  which  the  reduction  can  be 
effected  :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shephard,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and 
the  mover ;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papei-s ;  five  to  be  a  quorum :  to  report  in  one 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— Sir,  at  the 
time  this  debate  was  adjourned  I  got  on  my 
feet  to  replace  the  question  as  far  as  I  could  in 
the  position  in  which  it  stands  on  the  Order 
Paper,  after  the  brilliant  and  incisive  speech  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man— and  I  will  quote,  not  from  my  own  notes, 
but  from  the  slip  of  Hansard^  though  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  has  already  been  asterisked  or 
not — said  that  if  this  motion  were  carried  there 
would  require  to  be  an  alteration  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Chamber,  otherwise  most  grievous 
results  would  accrue  in  the  case  of  a  collision 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
My  honourable  friend  has  put  aside  the  fact 
that  the  motion  only  asks  for  a  Committee.  It 
is  true  that  it  maJces  a  sta.tement  that  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Council  should 
be  reduced:  still,  the  main  point  is,  that  the 
question  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 
?tTy  honourable  friend  seemed,  if  I  understood 
him  rightly,  to  practically  affirm  that  any  mode 
of  limiting  the  number  of  members  uf  this 
Council  was  inevitably  cursed  with  that  dif- 
ficulty. I  think  my  honourable  friend  is  some- 
what rash  in  that  assertion,  and  that  he  has 
not  given  sufficient  attention  to  what  has  been 
proposed  in  former  years.  Though  no  proposi- 
tion has  very  definitely  come  before  the  House, 
the  subject  has  been  discussed,  and  discussed, 
I  think,  to  some  purpose.  As  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  honourable  the  mover  was  indifferent 
to  this  possible  conflict  of  the  Chambers,  the 
fact  is,  he  has  on  several  occasions  brought 
down  proposals  of  various  kinds,  and  this  shows 
that  it  was  in  his  mind  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance ;  but  his  main  argument  was  based  on 
the  practical  economy  which  he  showed  would 
be  produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
My  honourable  friend  was  not  quite  fair  in 
applying  to  him  the  old  and  immortal  tale  of 
Charles  Lamb  of  the  Chinaman  and  the  roast 
pig.  The  proposal  as  it  stands  on  the  Paper 
affirms  the  proposition  that  the  numbers  of  the 
Council  shall  be  reduced  in  proportion  as  tho 
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other  HoQBe  mary  diminish  its  nnmbera,  and 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  give 
effect  to  that  proposal.  I  think  that  not  suffi- 
cient attention  has  been  given  to  what  has  been 
done  before  in  discussions  in  Select  Committees. 
This  obvious  necessity  of  avoiding  deadlocks 
between  the  two  Chambezs  was  never  lost  sight 
of  in  this  Council.  The  mode  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  secure  that  there  should  be  har- 
mony between  the  two  bodies  was  what  my 
honourable  friend  referred  to — a  joint  vote  of 
the  two  Chambers,  the  Lower  Chamber  usually 
overruling  the  will  of  the  Upper  Chamber. 
That  aJone  is  a  sufficient  security,  and  it  is 
one  which  has,  at  all  events,  the  sanction  of 
experience.  It  may  be  very  well  applied  in 
our  case,  but  it  would  be  very  much  more  to 
the  purpose  that  our  scheme  of  appointing  our 
members  should  be  modified  to  such  an  extent 
that  there  would  be  no  probability — there  is 
very  little  probability  now — of  anything  like  a 
collision  arising  between  the  two  Chambers. 
Hy  own  impression  is  that  the  best  plan  is  the 
one  which  nas  already  been  discussed  in  this 
Council — the  election  of  members  of  Council 
by  the  combined  votes  of  both  Chambers. 
My  honourable  friend  seems  to  assume — and 
that  has  always  been  the  assumption,  I  think, 
ol  those  who  oppose  the  movement — that  there 
is  nothing  to  amend  in  this  Council ;  that  we 
have  nothing  to  do  in  the  way  of  modifying 
the  present  Council. 

An  Hon.  Mjsmbbb. — Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— My  honourable 
friend  says,  '*  Hear,  hear."  I  am  exceedingly 
glad  to  find  that  there  are  some  members  who 
admit  that  view.  The  subject  is  a  delicate 
one,  and  I  shall  not  venture  on  a  criticism  of 
my  honourable  colleagues.  But  I  may  be 
allowed  to  criticize  myself.  I  take  myself  to 
be  a  fair  average  member  as  to  intelligence, 
knowledge  of  affairs,  and  industry — better  than 
some  honourable  members,  and  far  below  the 
best.  Well,  Sir,  I  feel  that  I  should  be  stimu- 
lated to  more  usefulness  if  I  knew  I  must  look 
for  continuance  of  my  membership  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  whole  Assembly.  There  is  a  great 
deal  which  you  can  improve  quite  easily  in  the 
walls  of  this  Council ;  and  I  think  the  mode  in 
which  the  proposal  of  my  honourable  friend 
must  be  carried  out  would  be  to  shorten  the 
term  of  office.  With  the  election  by  both 
Houses  combined,  and  if  the  political  feeling 
before  the  election  runs  high,  it  appears  to  me 
we  should  get  members  at  least  equal  to — ave, 
more  than — the  average  of  this  honourable 
Council.  Does  any  one  in  this  Council  venture 
to  say  that  the  present  mode  of  appointment 
18  satisfactory  ?  We  all  know  it  is  not  so.  If 
party  feeling  has  entered  the  Council,  it  has 
come  to  us  by  this  means.  Certainly  there 
has  been  an  opening  for  a  great  deal  of  harm. 
I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  power  has  been 
generally  properly  used;  and  there  are  on 
these  benches  a  great  number  of  gentlemen 
who  would  adorn  any  Legislature  in  the  world ; 
but  I  believe  there  have  been  cases  in  which  the 
power  which  is  in  the  Government  to  appoint 
ad  libitum  has  been  abused;  and  it  may  be 
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abused  again.  And  I  am  quite  certain  of  this 
that  the  election  of  members  of  this  Council  for 
a  limited  time  would  gain  them  a  great  deal 
more  sympathy  out-of-doors.  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  going  into  details  in  this  matter,  and  I 
do  not  want  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Council,  but  I  would  suggest  to  the  honourable 
the  mover  that  members  should  be  selected  for 
the  Committee  who  would  be  disposed  to  carry 
the  object  of  the  resolution  into  effect.  His  list 
contains  many  opponents.  There  is  one  other 
point  that  ought  to  be  referred  to.  When  first 
the  proposition  was  before  the  Coimcil,  or^ 
rather,  when  it  was  understood  that  some  re- 
duction would  be  made,  honourable  members 
had  an  unpleasant  idea  that  the  result  of  this 
would  be  that  the  popular  members  would  vote 
out  the  unpopular  members.  There  is  no 
ground  for  such  anxiety.  "The  bUnd  Fury 
with  the  abhorred  shears  "  is  busy  among  us» 
and  will  reduce  our  numbers  sufficiently,  and 
without  partiality,  before  the  proposed  change 
in  our  constitution  can  tckke  effect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  do  not  think 
the  Council  is  in  a  proper  position  to  dispose 
of  the  question  at  tne  present  time.  It  has 
already  been  stated  that  it  will  be  three  years 
before  such  a  proposition  as  this  could  be 
cfiuxied  into  effect — that  is,  on  the  expiration  of 
the  present  Parliament ;  and  therefore  it  is  not 
necessary  to  take  action  in  the  matter  in  the 
meantime.  The  motion  affirms  a  principle 
which  I  have  yet  to  learn  there  is  a  majority 
in  this  Council  in  favour  of.  I  do  not  believe, 
myself,  that  it  Would  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
the  colony  to  have  the  number  of  membera 
definitely  fixed  so  that  it  shall  never  exceed 
one-half  the  number  of  members  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  therefore  think 
we  can  do  without  the  orst  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion this  session.  This  will  give  honourable 
members  time  to  consider  it ;  and  if  it  is  thought 
advisable,  a  couple  of  sessions  hence,  to  take  up- 
and  consider  the  subject,  it  can  then  be  done. 
As  to  the  second  part  of  the  motion,  that 
also  is,  in  my  opinion,  unnecessary,  or,  if  a 
Committee  is  appointed  at  all,  it  should  embrace 
other  purposes  than  the  one  for  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  appoint  it.  I  think  the  second  part 
ought  to  run  something  in  this  way :  '*  That 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
what  change,  if  any,  should  be  given  effect  to 
in  connection  with  altering  the  constitution 
of  this  Council."  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessaiy— and  will  have  to 
be  done  before  long — to  alter  the  constitution 
of  the  Council.  I  think  no  additional  membera 
should  be  nominated  to  this  Council  without  the 
coocurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
If  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  finds  it- 
necessary  to  make  additions  to  the  number  of 
members  in  the  Council,  they  should  do  so  by 
resolution,  and  then  the  Qovemment  would 
give  effect  to  their  wishes.  Then,  there  is  an- 
other point.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to  nominate 
members  to  this  Council  who  have  not  served  i^ 
certain  number  of  years  consecutively  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  There  might 
arise,  in  some  special  cases,  the  necessity  for 
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appointing  some  one  who  had  not  bo  sat ;  bat  it 
should  only  be  in  special  cases  that  that  should 
be  done.  Then,  the  Committee  should  also 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of  hono- 
rarium. It  will  not  do  to  ignore  this  question 
altogether.  It  would  be  far  better  that  it  came 
from  ourselves  than  that  it  should  be  forced 
upon  us,  so  to  speak,  by  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  It  may  rightly  be  said  that 
they  cannot  actually  force  it  upon  us;  but 
still  a  certain  amount  of  pressure  might  be 
brought  to  bear,  which  I  think  is  not  ad- 
visable. Then,  there  is  another  question, 
and  that  is,  whether  members  residing  within 
five  miles  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  should 
receive  any  honorarium  at  all.  I  hold  that 
the  honorarium  is  intended  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  members  who  have  to  come  from  a 
distance.  These  are  put  to  a  very  considerable 
expense,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  paid ; 
and  I  have  always  stated  as  a  member  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  now  I 
state  it  here,  that  in  devoting  two  or  three 
months  in  the  year  to  public  business  I  do  not 
expect  to  be  called  upon,  in  addition,  to  be  put 
to  the  personal  expense  of  £100  or  £150,  or 
whatever  it  may  be.  I  think  the  honorarium 
is  absolutely  necessary — that  there  should  be 
an  honorarium.  The  amount  of  such  I  am  not 
going  to  say  anything  about,  in  the  meantime : 
it  ought  to  be  sufficient,  at  any  rate,  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  members  who  come  here  from  a 
distance.  But  I  have  a  veiy  strong  opinion 
that  members  whose  residences  are  withm  five 
miles  of  Parliament  Buildings  should  not  draw 
any  honorarium  at  all.  These  are  some  of  the 
things  that  the  Committee  should  consider.  In 
appointing  such  a  Committee  I  think  it  would 
be  advisable  to  make  a  change  in  the  names 
which  I  see  appearing  on  the  Order  Paper.  I 
consider  there  are  too  many  of  one  side  of  the 
Council.  With  the  exception  of  two  members 
the  whole  of  them  are  supporters  of  the  pre- 
sent Grovernment,  I  think.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  say  that  there  should  be  no  parties  in  the 
Council.  I  quite  agree  that  there  should  not 
be ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  cannot  ignore  the 
fact  that  parties  do  exist  in  the  Council  just  as 
much  as  they  do  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature. 

Hon.  MsMBEBS. — No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  **No,'*  but  I  have  had  sufficient 
experience,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that 
parties  do  exist.  I  think  the  resolution  might 
be  modified  so  as  to  include  members  of  both 
sides  of  the  Council.  There  is  one  matter  the 
Committee  might  also  take  into  consideration 
—  namely,  whether  it  is  advisable  that  the 
various  districts  in  the  colony  should  be  repre- 
sented in  this  Council  in  proportion  to  their 
representation  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  My  own  impression  is  that  it 
should  be  so.  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  ad- 
visable that  the  representation  of  the  various 
provincial  districts  should  not  be  in  proportion 
to  the  representation  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  I  do  not  know  whether  an 
amendment  is  to  be  proposed ;  but  if  there  is 
Hon.  Mr,  Beynolda 


to  be  no  amendment  I  shall  certainlj  toooA 
my  vote  against  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think  by  an 
amendment  this  motion  could  be  made  to  read 
so  as  to  take  away  the  difficulty  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  has  referred  to.  The  motion 
certainly  contains  a  statement  which  I  think  it 
is  desirable  should  be  struck  out.  The  Govern- 
ment have  asked  for  a  Committee,  and  I  think 
they  should  get  their  Committee :  not  that  I 
believe  that  a  great  deal  is  necessary,  because, 
taking  the  average  for  the  last  few  years,  owing 
to  deaths  and  resignations,  I  am  told  that  the 
Council  is  reduced  by  six  members  per  anniiTn. 
I  have  not  gone  into  the  matter  myself,  bat 
that  is  what  was  told  to  me.  Seeing  that  the 
proposal  made  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  is  not  to  come  into  force  for  three 
years,  I  think  it  should  be  the  same  in  our 
case  ;  but  if  the  average  of  deaths  and  resigna- 
tions was  kept  up  there  would  be  no  necesatj 
for  balloting  out.  It  would  more  likely  be 
necessary,  I  think,  to  appoint  fresh  membezE. 
Therefore  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  great 
necessity  for  reduction  at  the  present  time. 
The  country  has  been  so  decidedly  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  number  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  should  be  ze> 
duced,  that  we  must  take  it  for  granted  a 
reduction  will  be  made.  The  country  was 
unanimously  in  favour  of  that. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — When  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— At  the  late  elec- 
tion. I  think  that  was  a  test-question  all  over 
the  colony,  especially  down  our  way,  in  Otogo, 
where  it  was  made  a  most  important  issue.  I 
doubt  if  even  a  popular  member  would  have 
been  returned  if  he  had  not  agreed  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  members  in  tho  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  propose  to  amend 
the  motion  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  That  the 
number  of  members  of  this  Council  should  be 
reduced  to  half  the  number  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  that,  as  near  as 
possible,  the  same  proportion  should  thezesiter 
be  maintained,  &c.  That  would  take  away, 
I  think,  the  objection  which  my  honourable 
friend  has  to  the  motion,  and  it  would  not  be 
committing  the  Council  to  any  statement  which 
it  is,  I  think,  objectionable  it  should  be  com- 
mitted to.  I  would  ask  if  the  honourable 
member  would  accept  that  amendment  to  his 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Might  I  ask  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean  if  a  motion  to  this  effect 
would  suit  his  views  better:  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  by  ballot  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  number  of  members  of  this  Council  should 
be  reduced  to  half  the  number  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  if  so,  as  to 
the  best  plan  by  which  this  could  be  effected  ? 
I  may  say  that  I  do  not  move  this  as  an  amend- 
ment, but  I  simply  recommend  it  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  as  possibly  expressing  his  views 
better. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes 
past  four  o'clock  p.m.    . 
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HOUSE    OF   EEPEESBNTATrVES. 

Tuesday,  15th  November,  1887. 


Second  Beading —Customs  Tariff— Mount  Albert 
Railway-crossing— Cartage  at  Railway-stations— 
Telephone  on  West  Coast  — Truck  System  — 
Greymouth-Hokitika  Railway  —  Smuagling  To- 
bacco—Municipal Conference— Sir  Julius  Vogel's 
Attendants — Adjournment-  Government  Busi- 
ness.   

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PRAYEBS. 

SECOND  READING. 
Christchurch    Property  Trust    (Canterbury) 
Bill. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF. 

On  the  report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  D.  Hipkins  and 
others  being  laid  on  the  Table, 

Mr.  MOSS  said, — I  should  scarcely  be  doing 
my  duty  to  those  who  signed  this  petition — 
1,026 — many  of  them  well-known  citizens  of 
Auckland,  on  a  very  large  and  important  ques- 
tion regarding  which  they  feel  very  deeply, 
if  I  allowed  the  matter  to  be  quietly  shelved. 
That  petition,  on  coming  into  the  House,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things  goes  to  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee.  The  Committee,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  made  the  only  report  which  they 
could  make.  They  could  not  interfere  in  a 
matter  of  policy  of  this  kind;  but  still,  by  their 
report  that  very  important  petition  is  going  to 
be  shelved,  for  that  is  what  referring  it  to  the 
Government  means.  Now,  I  think,  really 
when  1,025  citizens  residing  in  one  place  send 
a  petition,  it  might  fairly  call  for  more  con- 
siderate treatment.  I  am  aware  it  is  treated 
according  to  the  Standing  Orders,  but  I  think 
the  subject  justifies  me  in  trespassing  on  the 
House,  though  I  do  so  very  reluctantly.  I  hope 
the  House  will  bear  with  me  if  I  ask  them  to 
support  me.  What  I  want  is  this :  I  want  the 
petition  to  be  considered  by  the  House,  and  I 
believe  the  only  way  I  can  do  that  is  by  moving 
that  the  report  be  brought  up  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House ;  and  to  secure  its  considera- 
tion, I  move  that  it  be  made  the  first  order  of 
the  day  for  Thursday.  There  are  no  private  Bills 
of  great  consequence  for  that  day.  I  see  my 
friend  the  honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan 
has  a  Bill  down  for  that  day,  and  I  am  sure  he 
will  agree  that  the  revision  of  the  tarifi  is  of 
more  importance  than  his  Bill.  Other  honour- 
able members  whose  names  I  see  on  the  Order 
Paper  will  feel,  I  am  sure,  that  the  importance 
of  the  subject  warrants  me  in  asking  that  the 
report  and  petition  be  considered  by  the  House. 
The  petition  is  short,  and  reads  as  follows : — 

*'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners, 
the  non-revision  of  the  tariff  during  the  present 
session  will  beget  an  amoimt  of  uncertainty  in 
commercial  and  industrial  circles  that  must 
cripple  legitimate  trade,  foster  illegitimate 
speculations,  and  greatly  intensify  the  existing 
depression.  Your  petitioners  therefore  pray 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  considera- 


tion and  revise  the  Customs  tariff  during  the 
present  session  of  Parliament." 

That,  Sir,  is  the  petition ;  and  I  think  it  of 
such  importance  that  the  House  will  excuse 
me  for  trespassing  upon  them  in  rather  an 
unusual  way.  I  therefore  move,  That  the 
report  and  the  petition  now  laid  upon  the 
table  be  brought  up  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  that  it  be  made  the  first  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  should  like  to  make  an  ex- 
planation upon  this  matter.  I  received  a  note 
from  the  North  regarding  the  petition  that  had 
been  sent  down,  and,  feeling  an  interest  in  the 
m&tter,  I  consulted  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  West,  and  arranged  with  him  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  should  call 
a  meeting  of  those  interested  in  the  question  of 
Profection,  to  devise  means  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  this  matter  prominently  before  the 
House.  At  the  meeting  which  was  held,  how- 
ever, it  was  very  evident  that  any  attempt  made 
to  secure  a  revision  of  the  tariff  would  be 
used  for  other  purposes  than  those  which  we 
wanted,  and  it  also  became  evident  that  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  time,  within  the  period 
it  is  expected  this  House  can  sit,  to  give  proper 
and  careful  consideration  to  the  tariff  so  as 
to  bring  it  down  revised  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony,  as  well  as  to  give  carefully- 
considered  help  to  local  industry.  Though  I 
am  strongly  in  favour  of  helping  local  indus- 
tries, for  these  reasons  I  am  also  strongly  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  for  this  House, 
after  the  promise  the  caucus  received  from  the 
Premier,  to  inflict  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  revising  the  tariff  during  the  pre- 
sent session.  I  understand  a  promise  has  been 
given  that  the  recess  shall  be  of  comparatively 
short  duration,  during  which  interval  the  tariff 
is  to  receive  careful  consideration,  and  that  a 
new  Tariff  Bill  shall  bo  one  of  the  first  mea- 
sures to  be  laid  before  the  House  at  its  next 
sitting. 

Mr.  PISH.  —  I  cajmot  allow  the  remarks 
made  by  the  last  speaker  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged. When  he  says  that  it  was  evident 
to  him  that  at  the  meeting  of  Protectionists 
referred  to  the  question  of  Protection  would 
be  made  a  stalking-horse  for  other  purposes, 
I  must,  with  all  deference  to  him,  flatly  con- 
tradict that  statement.  It  could  only  have 
been  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  mind, 
or  in  the  minds  of  two  or  three  honourable 
gentlemen  like  him,  that  such  a  consideration 
could  have  obtained,  and  it  could  not  have 
been  based  on  what  was  stated  at  that  meet- 
ing. I  think  I  shall  be  borne  out  when  I  say 
that  the  remarks  of  the  speakers  at  the  meet- 
ing were  to  the  effect  that  they  did  not 
desire  to  make  a  party  question  of  Protec- 
tion with  regard  to  the  Government  in  any 
degree  at  all.  All  that  was  wanted  was  to 
show  the  sincerity  of  their  election  pledges, 
pledges  solemnly  made  to  their  constituents 
on  this  question,  and  to  prove  that  they  were 
willing  to  promise  to  even  support  the  present 
Government,  and  to  extend  their  stay  in  this 
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city  lor  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  the 
revision  of  the  tarifE  this  session.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  may  salve  his  conscience  and 
attempt  to  satisfy  his  constituents  by  what  he 
has  said,  and  his  constituents  may  be  satisfied ; 
but  it  -would  not  salve  my  conscience,  nor 
should  I  expect  it  to  satisfy  my  constituents. 
And  if  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  con- 
stituents are  satisfied  with  such  a  promise  as 
the  Premier  has  given,  all  that  I  can  say  is 
that  neither  he  nor  his  constituents  are  true 
Protectionists  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  I 
have  risen  to  make  these  few  remarks  so  as  to 
let  it  be  understood  that  the  honourable  gei^tle- 
man  is  not  justified  on  party  grounds  in  break- 
ing his  pledge  with  regard  to  Protection,  or  in 
shelving  the  question  by  anything  said  at  that 
meeting.  There  were  other  gentlemen  there 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  can  corroborate  what  I 
have  said. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— As  I  was  one  who 
attended  the  caucus,  I  can  bear  out  what  the 
honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
says,  and  can  say,  in  respect  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata — that  he  has  not  at  all 
fairly  represented  the  matter  to  the  House. 
The  caucus  or  Protection  committee  agreed  to 
throw  aside  party  questions  altogether,  and  to 
wait  on  the  Premier  with  a  promise  of  sup- 
port if  he  would  bring  in  a  measure  in  the 
direction  of  Protection  this  session.  It  is  a 
very  singular  thing  that  four  Auckland  men 
should  always  be  a  stumblingblock,  somehow  ; 
but  nevertheless  it  is  so ;  and  I  ask  the  Auck- 
land gentlemen  how  they  can  possibly  expect 
the  Premier  to  bring  in  a  protective  policy 
either  this  session  or  next  session,  or  in  any 
session  afterwards.  Sir,  the  Premier  himself 
and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  are  the 
only  members  who  sit  on  those  benches  who 
are  Protectionists.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  the  member  for  the  Lakes,  spoke  on 
the  17th  of  August  and  said,  *'  In  the  interests 
of  the  working-man,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  at  large,  there  should  be  no  more  Pro- 
tection." That  is  what  that  honourable  mem- 
ber said ;  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  in 
addressing  his  constituents  at  Mataura,  said, 
**He  was  not  a  Protectionist.  If  increased 
taxation  was  required,  he  would  favour  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  tea  and  sugar."  That  is  his 
extent  of  Protection — an  increase  of  duty  on  tea 
and  sugar.  Now,  the  present  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  at  Mount  Eden,  on  the  25th  July 
last,  oame  out  as  a  thorough  Protectionist. 
He  said, — 

"  On  this  subject  he  was  in  favour  of  prevent- 
ing an  increase  of  the  gross  taxation,  but  by  a 
xearrangement  of  the  tarifE  would  assist  to  the 
utmost  the  fostering  of  local  industries  already 
established,  and  the  establishing  of  many 
others.  Many  industries  were  now  stagnant 
for  want  of  such  help,  and  so  many  people  were 
out  of  employment  that  some  assistance  was 
required.  If  elected,  he  would  promise  to  sup- 
port local  industries  in  every  possible  way." 

What  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  four  Auck- 
land members  is,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  them  to  expect  that  a  Ministry  constituted 
Mr.Fith 


as  it  is  at  present  can  bring  in  any  protective 
policy  or  tariff.  They  cannot  do  it,  and  I  defy 
them  to  say  they  can.  They  are  able  gentie- 
men,  whom  I  thoroughly  esteem  individually 
and  collectively ;  but,  in  the  interests  of  the 
country,  I  maintain  that  they  are  not  at  heart 
in  favour  of  Protection,  and  that  we  shall  never 
get  it  from  them. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— My  opinion  is  that  a  red- 
herring  is  already  drawn  across  the  scent.    I 
feel  exceedingly  sorry  that  this  motion  has 
been  made  before  we  have  finished  the  financial 
debate ;  because  I  am  convinced  of  this  :  that 
it  is  an  absolute  and  positive  necessity  that 
before  we  leave  this  session  there  should  be  a 
revision  of  the  tariff.    In  the  present  state  of 
things,    what   have  we?    Simply  a  Ministry 
coming  down  to  this  House  and  laying  before 
us  only  a  policy  of  retrenchment.     Now,  the 
first  duty  of   the  Government  was    to    con- 
sider what  it  was  necessary  to  do  in    order 
to  make  up  for  the  revenue  that  we   have 
lost  in  the  shape  of  Customs.    Let  ua   con- 
sider how    this  question    of    the   revision   of 
the  tariff  affects  us.    Let  us  consider  what  is 
the  present  condition  of  the  country,  what  has 
caused  this  great  depression,  what  has  caused 
this  extraordinary  change  in  the  finances  of 
the  country.    We  shall  find  that  it  is  solely 
through  the  great  falling-off  in  the  Gustoxas 
revenue  during  the  past  year.    And  it 'is  not 
only  a  question  of  the  Customs  revenue  faUing 
off,  but  it  has  also  involved  the  question  of 
stamps  and  railways.    Now,  I  will  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  consider  for  a  short  time  tlie 
extraordinary  amount  by  which  the  Customs 
have  fallen  off.    We  imported  during  the  year 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds' 
worth  less  of  goods,  and  it  is  well  to  con> 
sider    and    look    at    that    question.      Fizst, 
let  us  see  what  was  the  cause  of  this  lai:ge 
falling-off.    Let  us  inquire  in  what  brancbes 
this  great  falling-off   in  the  Customs  duties 
took  place,  and  then  the  question  which  ^will 
force  itself  on  this  House  is  that,  certain  gr«at 
changes  having  taken  place  in  the  habits  of  the 
people,  it  is  a  necessity  that  we  should  revise 
the  tariff,  and  place  duties  on  some  things  to 
compensate  for  what  we  have  lost.     If   tiie 
habits  of  the  people  have  changed,  it  is  ne- 
cessary,  but  before  we  separate,  to  revise  the 
tariff — ^not  in  the  way  of  any  hostile  motion, 
but  because  it  is  forced  upon  us — ^to  revise  that 
tariff   in   such  a  way  as  will   give  us  that 
revenue  of  which  we  have  been  so  suddenly 
deprived.     If    you    look    through    the    tarifE 
you  will  find  that  the  falling-ofi  has  not  been 
owing  so  much  to  the  labouring-classes  as  to 
the  intermediate  and  property-classes,  and  in 
order  to  make  up  for  what  has  been  lost  to  the 
revenue  we  are  goiug  to  lay  additional  burdens 
on  those  who  are  making  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  make  both  ends  meet.    The  Customs 
revenue  appears  to  have  fallen  off  prinoipallv 
in  articles  of  luxury.    For  instance,  the  orink 
bill  is  reduced  by  £75,000 ;  25  per  cent,  leas  of 
bottled  ale  has  been  imported  in  one  year. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^I  rise  to  a  point  of  ordee.     X 
want  to  know  whether  it  is  competent  to  dis> 
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CUSS  the  general  question  on  the  motion  I  have 
sahmitted. 

Mr.  SPEAE:EB.->The  honourable  member 
for  Timaru  is  quite  in  order.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  has  invited 
discossion  on  the  subject.      • 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— That  was  my  idea  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  moved  the  mo- 
tion that  it  be  brought  on  upon  such-and- 
such  a  day.  I  think  it  is  quite  within  the 
province  of  the  House  to  consider  it  at  once, 
and  I  was  showing  reasons  why  I  thought 
a  revision  of  the  tarifi  should  take  place. 
iEven  in  the  drink  bill  alone  there  has  been 
a  £alling-o£E  of  £75,000.  And  if  you  look 
through  the  whole  of  the  lines  in  which  a  fall- 
iag-oQ  has  taken  place  you  will  find  that  it  is 
in  luxuries.  Take  fancy  goods,  confectionery, 
chocolate,  drapery,  to  a  very  large  extent :  m 
fact,  you  will  find  that  the  great  falling-ofi  has 
been  in  the  classes  I  have  described.  There  has 
also  been  one  most  important  reduction,  and 
one  which  I  think  the  attention  of  the  House 
should  be  called  to — that  is,  that  in  our  own 
manufactures  we  have  saved  £150,000  during 
the  last  year.  The  value  of  the  coal  we  have 
imported  has  been  £24,000  less  —  of  leather, 
£30,000  less;  of  boots  and  shoes,  agricultural 
implements,  &o.,  £28,000  less;  the  whole 
reduction  in  value  amounting  to  over 
£150,000.  That  is  certainly  a  fact.  My 
argument  is  that,  if  these  articles,  which 
are  of  general  use,  and  yield  so  much  to 
the  colony,  have  fallen  ofi  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, it  should  be  the  duty  of  this  House, 
before  it  separates,  if  it  should  sit  until  the 
middle  of  next  year,  to  settle  this  question  as 
to  how  means  may  be  devised  to  raise  a  fair 
revenue  from  the  Customs  in  the  place  of  that 
which  has  fallen  ofi.  It  is  most  unjust  to 
property  that,  because  your  Customs  reve- 
nue hais  fallen  ofi,  you  should  run  to  pro- 
perty to  make  good  what  you  have  lost. 
It  means  that  in  the  course  of  time  we 
shall  have  no  indirect  taxation  —  which  I 
should  like  to  see — and  that  all  the  burdens 
will  be  laid  on  property.  We  are  laying  a 
very  large  burden  on  property,  and  allow- 
ing Customs  duties  to  drift  out  of  sight ;  and 
unless  we  revise  the  tarifi  it  will  be  direct 
taxation  instead  of  indirect  taxation.  There 
never  was  a  time  when  the  tarifi  required  more 
careful  consideration  than  at  the  present  time, 
and  consideration  not  only  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  but  of  every  member  of  this 
House.  Sir,  I  feel  that  every  honourable 
member  has  a  responsibility  in  this  matter 
equal  with  the  Government.  If  there  was  any 
•occasion  on  which  the  House  should  go  into 
full  deliberation  on  the  question  that  occasion 
has  now  arrived.  The  banks  have  withdrawn 
a  million  pounds  out  of  circulation.  That  you 
may  all  see  by  looking  at  the  bank  returns. 
There  is  no  desire  to  restrict  trade  on  the  part 
of  the  banks,  nor  any  want  of  confidence  in  the 
people  generally;  but  the  non-importation  of 
these  goods  has  caused  an  extraordinary  efiect, 
and,  if  anything  could  warrant  a  Premier  in 
saying,  We  shall  propose  to  cover  the  deficit 


by  deficiency  bills,'*  he  would  be  at  perfect 
liberty  to  do  so  because  of  the  extraowinary 
emergency.  It  is  far  better  for  the  Government 
to  take  that  step,  until  we  come  to  what  I 
may  call  our  normal  condition.  One  revision 
of  the  tarifi  will  be  sufiicient.  We  shall,  of 
course,  consider  what  would  be  fair  to  com- 
pensate for  that  which,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
the  temperance  of  the  people  has  cut  off 
the  revenue  through  the  Customs.  We  should 
see  at  once  what  should  be  done  by  going 
through  all  the  articles  in  the  tariff.  We  could 
then  determine  on  what  particular  items  the 
duties  should  be  increased  in  order  to  make 
up  for  what  we  have  lost.  We  should  so  ar- 
range the  tariff  as  not  to  put  the  burden  on  one 
particular  class ;  we  should  make  the  whole 
population  throughout  the  colony  take  their 
own  share.  I  am  not  arguing  it  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Protection  or  Free-trade;  but  the  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  is  indispensable  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  and  the  sooner  the 
House  considers  it  and  settles  the  question  so 
much  the  better  for  the  colony.  I  do  not  look 
upon  this  as  a  hostile  motion ;  but  I  am  speak- 
ing on  the  question  in  order  to  show  the  neces- 
sity for  dealing  with  it.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
Government  will  not  oppose  this  motion.  I 
hope  they  will  look  on  it  not  as  a  question  that 
affects  their  position  on  those  benches,  but  as 
one  which  E&ects  the  whole  welfare  of  the 
country.  However,  as  I  see  it  is  against  the 
wish  of  the  House  that  this  discussion  should 
be  kept  up,  I  shall  leave  any  further  remarks 
until  Thursday  next,  when  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  allowed  to  come  up  again. 

Mr.  TANNER.— The  proposal  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Pamell  is  thrown  as  a  small 
bombshell  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  that 
honourable  gentleman  is  evidently  aJarmed  at 
the  effects  it  has  produced.  It  seems  as  though 
it  were  going  to  develop  into  an  attack  on  the 
Government. 

Hon.  Members. — ^No. 

Mr.  TANNER.  —  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers are  sincere  in  what  they  say.  But  it  has 
struck  me  that  this  is  scarcely  a  subject  for  a 
petition.  It  involves  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  are  told  that  this  is  a  petition  from 
a  certain  number  of  gentlemen  in  Auckland, 
and  therefore  of  so  much  importance  that  we 
ought  to  consider  it  in  the  House.  Why  should 
it  receive  any  exceptional  treatment  ? 

Mr.  MOSS.— The  largeness  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Then,  let  me  ask,  if  you 
are  to  make  any  exception  in  this  matter,  if 
an  association  calling  themselves  the  Politi- 
cal Association  send  petitions  here  on  other 
questions  of  Government  policy,  should  we 
have  to  discuss  them  in  the  same  way  as 
this  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  we  should  be 
assuming  the  functions  of  Government  if  we 
adopted  such  a  course.  This  question  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  would 
be  referred  to  the  Government  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  —  It  appears  that  the 
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honourable  member  for  Waitemata  has  pledged 
himself  to  support  a  Protection  policy. 

Mr.  MONK.— No;  no  pledge. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— WeU,  he  promised. 
That  is  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  MONK.— No ;  I  am  so  without  pledge. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man Yoluntarily  stated  then  that  he  would 
support  a  policy  of  Protection,  and  the  yery 
first  opportunity  he  has  of  expressing  his 
views  he  goes  right  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Mr.  MONK. — No ;  true  as  ever. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  say  Yes ;  because,  with- 
out rhyme  or  reason,  he  says  it  would  be 
against  the  Government  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion now,  and  therefore  he  will  agree  to  its 
postponement.  Why  should  we  not  consider 
it  now  ?  Possibly  the  House  might  vote  in  such 
a  way  as  to  support  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MONK. — The  honourable  gentleman  has 
misrepresented  me.  The  misrepresentation 
lies  in  this  way :  My  sympathy  is  with  the 
movement;  but  sufficient  promise  has  been 
made  to  the  association,  or  to  the  meeting  con- 
vened in  the  interests  of  Protection,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  should  satisfy  us '  for  the  time 
being. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  improved  his  posi- 
tion at  all.  It  is  probable  that  he  has  been 
elected  in  consequence  of  his  statement  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  Protection.  Now  he  says  he 
is  satisfied  that  the  Government  will  not  intro- 
duce it  this  session.  I  do  not  see  how  any  harm 
can  result  from  supporting  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell,  because  the 
House  might  be  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  Go- 
vernment, that  the  question  should  stand  over 
until  next  session.  Now  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wants  to  preclude  an  opportunity  of 
coming  to  a  decision  on  the  subject ;  and  I  say 
that  is  not  a  proper  course  for  him  to  pursue. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — I  think  it  is  only  fair  for  me, 
as  one  of  the  Auckland  members  alluded  to, 
that  I  should  say  that,  whilst  I  came  here 
pledged  to  Protection,  still  I  am  also  pledged 
to  two  other  things,  one  being  retrencnment, 
and  the  other  being  to  keep  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
out  of  office.  I  went  to  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Protection  party  here,  and  understood  then 
that  this  was  not  to  be  made  a  no-confidence 
question ;  but  I  very  soon  gathered  from  the 
resolution  which  was  submitted  to  the  meeting 
that  that  was  the  object,  and  therefore  I  could 
not  support  it,  because,  although  we  want 
Protection  as  soon  as  possible,  we  want  re- 
trenchment first.  We  understand  that  when 
the  Government  come  to  consider  this  question 
of  Protection  and  deal  with  it  they  will  not  only 
advocate  giving  protection  to  local  industries, 
but  they  may  also  have  to  frame  their  tariff 
for  revenue  purposes ;  and  until  we  know  what 
retrenchment  they  are  going  to  make  we  can- 
not tell  what  they  will  require  in  the  nature  of 
a  tariff.  We  know  also  that  revisions  of  the 
tariff  have  taken  place  in  the  past,  but  they 
have  been  made  so  hurriedly,  and  with  so 
little  consideration,  that  they  have  failed  to 
Mr.  Levestam 


produce  proper  effects.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  go  thoroughly  into  the  question,  and 
then,  if  they  do  not  come  down  with  a  proper 
protective  tariff,  I  shall  be  quite  prepared  to 
join  with  other  Protectionists  in  the  House  to 
turn  them  out.  In  the  meantime  we  want 
retrenchment,  and  shall,  in  all  probability,  ask 
for  further  retrenchment  next  session.  I  say 
that  this  is  being  made  a  party  question  now» 
and  therefore  I  am  not  prepared  to  support  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  one  who  attended  the 
caucuses  regularly  in  regard  to  this  question, 
I  must  complain  of  the  way  in  which  the  last 
speaker  has  put  the  position  to  the  House ; 
il  is  not  fair  to  those  members  who  worked 
with  him.  As  for  the  question  of  party, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  says  was  in- 
troduced, I  beg  to  say  that  there  was  no  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  caucus  to 
press  any  matter  which  would  at  all  hamper 
the  Government.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  one  of  those  who  strongly  supported  the 
motion  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  Premier,  and  now  he  says  that 
he  withdrew  on  the  question  of  party  being 
introduced.  I  say  he  did  not  withdraw  until 
he  had,  by  his  action  in  the  caucus,  given 
effect  to  the  wish  of  himself  and  other  Auck- 
land members,  and  that  was  to  extract  a  pledge 
from  the  Government  on  the  subject.  If  any 
one  has  a  right  to  complain  it  is  the  other 
members  of  the  caucus.  He  was  satisfied 
when  he  had  extracted  a  promise  from  the  Go- 
vernment that  they  would  revise  the  tariff  next 
session;  but  the  majority  of  the  committee 
desired  that  it  should  be  done  this  session.  So 
the  honourable  gentleman  very  illiberally  got 
all  he  wanted,  and  then  withdrew,  but  not 
before;  and  in  that  he  acted  most  selfishly, 
and  I,  with  others,  have  reason  to  complain. 
As  so  much  has  been  said  as  to  what  took 
place  at  that  caucus,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
keep  it  a  secret  any  longer,  and  I  will  give 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  an  op- 
portunity of  answering  one  question.  He  said 
that  the  flknswer  of  the  Premier  was  satisfactory 
to  the  caucus.  Well,  a  deputation  was  formed 
to  wait  upon  the  Premier,  and  that  gentleman 
was  telephoned  to  and  asked  whether  he  could 
see  the  deputation.  A  reply  came  back, "  Yes," 
and  the  committee  appointed  by  the  caucus 
wended  their  way  down  to  the  Premier's  room 
in  the  Government  Buildings.  There  was  a 
slight  delay  because  the  Premier  was  giving 
an  audience  to  another  gentleman,  and  the 
deputation  was  kept  out  in  the  cold  in  the 
antechamber.  From  what  was  told  me  by  one 
of  the  deputation,  curiosity  prompted  me  to 
leave  the  anteroom  flknd  to  go  into  the  pas- 
sage. The  honourable  gentleman  who  came 
out  of  the  Premier's  door  into  the  passage 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata, 
and  the  look  with  which  he  met  me  con- 
vinced me  that  he  had  been  acting  the  part 
of  talebearer — he  had  gone  from  the  caucus 
and  told  the  Premier  all  we  had  done,  and  had 
then  got  an  answer  which  he  considers  satis- 
factory to  the  caucus.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  now  say  that  he  did  not  tell 
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the  Premier  what  took  place  at  the  cauous,  I 
will  withdraw  these  remarks  and  express  re- 
gret for  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  MONK.— All  I  wish  to  say  is,  that  if 
eyexy  one  aoted  as  loyally  to  that  meeting  as  I 
did  tiiere  would  be  no  trouble.  I  should  desire 
that  the  Premier  would  state  all  that  took 
place  at  that  meeting,  and  then  I  am  sure 
that  the  caucus  would  be  satisfied  that  my 
interview  was  not  improper  as  a  member  of 
that  meeting  itself,  and  that  I  was  also  acting 
in  the  interests  of  the  country  and  of  Protec- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man pleads  guilty  to  being  a  talebearer.  I  do 
not  think  Waitemata  will  be  very  proud  of  its 
representative.  I  believe  he  was  seconder  of 
the  motion  appointing  the  deputation,  and  yet 
he  ventured  to  take  upon  himself  the  fimctions 
of  both  deputation  and  caucus.  He  says  that 
he  was  entirely  satisfied  with  what  the  Premier 
told  him,  and  then  he  says  that  he  acted  lovally 
to  the  caucus  and  in  the  interest  of  the  colony, 
and  that  the  Premier  is  at  liberty  to  say  what 
took  place.  That  means  that  he  impressed  on 
the  l^emier  the  desirability  of  giving  a  distinct 
pledge  that  a  revision  of  the  tariff  should  take 
place,  otherwise  the  Auckland  members  would 
vote  against  the  Qovemment;  also,  that  it 
would  do  next  session ;  if  not  the  Premier 
must  take  the  consequences,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata  would  loyally 
stick  to  the  caucus  and  aid  in  forcing  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  this  session.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  is  the  case.  I  do  not  wish  to  debate 
the  main  question  now.  As  the  motion  stands 
it  is  that  the  subject  shall  be  discussed  at  a 
fixed  period,  and,  such  being  the  case,  it  is  only 
a  waste  of  time  to  go  further  this  afternoon.  I 
trust,  therefore,  the  question  will  be  put  to  the 
vote ;  and  no  doubt  when  the  main  question 
comes  up  the  Government  will  take  up  a  pro- 
per position  and  let  the  House  know  what  they 
wiUdo. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.  — I  am  amused  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  has  taken.  In  the 
first  place  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
invites  the  House  to  discuss  the  question  of 
Protection,  and  then  immediately  afterwards 
deprecates  any  discussion  of  it.  Then  he  is 
foUowed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru, 
who  goes  right  into  the  question,  and  then  says 
he  does  not  want  to  talk  about  it.  Well,  I  am 
one  of  those  innocent  young  members  of  the 
House  who  could  not  think  that  Protection 
vrould  be  used  as  a  stalking-horse  this  ses- 
sion ;  but  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua  has  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  for  he  has 
admitted  that  this  caucus  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much  was  intended  for  political  pur- 
poses, and  would  have  been  so  used  but  for  the 
fact  of  the  four  Auckland  members  being  a 
stumbling-block  in  the  way,  and  preventing  the 
originators  of  the  movement  working  their 
wicked  will.  If  it  is  the  case  that  the  four 
Auckland  members  have  saved  the  colony  from 
this  question  of  Protection  being  forced  on  now 
daring  this  session,  I  hail  their  action  with 
plechsure.    If  they  are  to  suffer^— if ,  like  Marcus 


Gurtius,  they  have  thrown  themselves  into  the 
yawning  chasm,  as  did  the  famous  four  in  1879 
— they  will  have  deserved  well  of  their  country. 
Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— As  a  combination  of 
Auckland  members  has  been  alluded  to,  I  wish 
to  say  at  once  that  I  was  no  party  to  any  com- 
bination. I  consulted  with  no  Auckland  mem- 
bers on  the  subject,  and  I  went  to  the  meeting 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  to  give  assistance  to  local  industries.  I 
was  also  desirous  that  the  question  should  be 
dealt  with,  if  possible,  this  session ;  but  I  had 
not  been  many  min  ates  at  the  meeting  when 
an  honourable  gentleman  now  present  moved  a 
resolution,  and  in  doing  so  used  one  word  which 
opened  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  more  was  in- 
tended than  appeared  on  the  face  of  that  reso- 
lution. That  word  was.  We  shall  "  insist "  upon 
the  views  of  this  meeting,  as  set  forth  in  the 
resolution,  being  given  effect  to  immediately. 
On  that  resolution  being  moved  I  took  occasion 
to  remark  that,  although  I  was  as  desirous  as 
any  member  present  to  assist  local  industries,  I 
would  not  be  made  use  of  to  take  part  in  any- 
thing that  might  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
a  no-confidence  motion.  I  think  I  made  my 
position  very  clear  before  the  meeting ;  and  I 
am  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South,  who  entirely  coin- 
cided with  my  remarks  at  the  meeting.  Whe- 
ther he  had  any  other  object  in  view  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  At  all  events,  I  put  it  in 
homely  words  that  I  was  not  to  be  *'  had."  I 
said  I  was  not  sent  here  to  support  that  ques- 
tion alone ;  that  there  was  a  graver  question  be 
fore  us — that  of  retrenchment  and  putting  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony  on  a  satisfac- 
tory basis.  I  know  that  is  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant question ;  and  any  Gk)vemment  who  will 
give  effect  to  a  policy  in  that  direction  will  de- 
serve the  support  of  the  country,  and  will  get 
my  support.  I  was  one  of  the  deputation  who 
waited  on  the  Premier,  and,  so  far  from  any 
pledge  being  given  to  the  Auckland  or  any  other 
members,  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
never  had  any  conversation  with  the  Premier 
or  any  member  of  the  Ministry  on  the  subject ; 
and  I  feel  convinced  that,  if  the  present  Minis- 
try were  turned  out  of  office  to-morrow,  no 
Government  that  took  their  place  could  give 
practical  effect  to  a  revision  of  the  tariff  in  the 
short  time  now  at  our  disposal.  I  may  also 
say  that,  when  an  honourable  member  present 
was  making  a  note  of  the  Premier's  reply,  I 
asked  the  Premier  whether,  in  revising  the 
tariff,  it  was  his  intention  to  do  so  in  the  direc- 
tion of  giving  assistance  to  local  industries. 
He  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Now,  I  take  it 
that  that  is  probably  as  much  as  we  can  ex- 
pect just  now.  I  really  do  regret  that  the  Minis- 
try cannot  see  their  way  cleaj:  to  revising  the 
tariff,  and  so  giving  further  assistance  to  local 
industries,  tlus  session;  but  I  feel  certain, 
after  the  experience  we  have  had  in  this  House 
of  the  two  abortive  attempts  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, that  any  hasty  attempt  made  by 
the  present  Government  to  revise  the  tariff 
would  receive  the  same  treatment  as  was  given 
to  the  tariff  proposals  of  the  late  Ministry. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say,  in  personal  explana- 
tion, that  I  understood  the  Premier's  answer 
T^as,  that  he  would  bring  down  a  tarifiE  which, 
he  believed,  would  be  acceptable  both  to  Free- 
traders and  to  Protectionists. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— That  is  correct  so  far 
as  it  goes.  I  am  not  here  to  take  up  the  cudgels 
for  the  Premier  or  to  explain  what  he  said.  He 
is  much  better  able  to  do  that  than  I  am.  I 
merely  give  my  view  of  what  passed.  The  Pre- 
mier also  said  that  in  a]l  these  matters  there 
must  be  a  great  deal  of  give-and-take  by  all 
parties,  and  it  was  in  that  sense  that  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  the  tarifiE  he  would  propose 
would  be  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  both  parties. 
He  also  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  myself, 
that  in  revising  the  tarifiE  the  alterations  should 
be  in  the  direction  of  assisting  local  industries. 
What  made  me  more  suspicious  thaji  anything 
«lse  of  the  action  that  was  intended  by  mem- 
bers at  the  meeting  was  that,  when  I  took  ex- 
ception to  the  words  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West  in  his  motion,  and 
the  objectionable  words  were  struck  out,  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  moved  that 
the  motion  be  dropped  altogether,  —  simply 
because  the  sting  bad  been  taken  from  it  and 
it  was  therefore  useless.  I  repeat  that  I 
am  just  as  anxious  as  any  member  of  this 
House  to  see  a  fair  measure  of  Protection 
given  to  our  local  industries.  I  am  not  at  all 
desirous  of  being  classed  as  a  supporter  of  the 
Government.  I  will  support  them  when  I 
think  they  are  doing  what  is  right ;  but  until 
this  question  is  finally  settled  I  will  not  be 
classed  as  a  supporter  of  theirs,  and,  if  they  do 
not  redeem  their  promise  to  give  assistance  to 
local  industries  as  the  Premier  has  indicated, 
they  will  have  no  stronger  opponent  than  I 
shall  be. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  *  referred  to  the  Government  for  con- 
sideration '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
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Thompson,  T. 

Kelly 

Kerr 

Lance 

Lamach 

Levestam 
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Parata  Stewart,  W.  D.  Walker 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J.Taiwhanga         Ward. 
Bichardson,  E.  Taylor  TeUers. 

Seddon  Tumbull  Moss 

Smith  Vogel  Reeves,  W.  P 

Steward,  W.  J. 

PA.IBS. 

For.  Against, 

Guinness  Stuart-Mentesth 

McKenzie,  J.  Fulton 

Perceval.  Hall. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

MOUNT  ALBEBT  BAILWAY-CROSSING. 

Mr.  LAWBY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
case  recently  heard  in  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate's Court,  Auckland,  against  &  person 
charged  with  a  breach  of  the  railway  regula- 
tions by  crossing  the  railway-line  at  or  near 
Mount  Albert  when  a  train  was  approaching,  in 
the  decision  of  which  case  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate said,  '*  There  was  no  doubt  the  crossing 
was  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  should  be 
altered  and  improved  ;"  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  it 
is  found  to  be  so,  will  the  Government,  withont 
delay,  cause  the  dangers  indicated  to  be  re- 
moved? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  subject 
of  this  question  was  first  brought  under  his 
notice  by  the  honourable  member  himself, 
since  which  he  had  looked  up  the  account  of 
the  case  as  it  appeared  in  the  Auckland  papers, 
and  in  that  report  noticed  that  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
solicitor  who  generally  acts  for  the  Railway 
Department,  stated  that  he  himself  intended  to 
bring  the  matter  under  his  QAi,  Mitcbelson's) 
notice.  This  Mr.  Cooper  had  not  yet  done.  He 
(Mr.  Mitchelson)  had,  however,  received  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Manager  at  Auckland,  stating 
that  had  an  accident  occurred  the  fault  would 
have  entirely  rested  upon  the  person  who  was 
accused,  as  he  had  not  taken  the  necessary 
precautions.  The  crossing  referred  to  was  not 
a  very  safe  one,  but  the  cost  of  a  bridge  at  this 
crossing  would  amount  to  £1,500,  and  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  incur 
such  an  expenditure  without  making  farther 
inquiries. 

CABTAGE  AT  BAIL  WAY- STATIONS. 
Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  to  be  rescinded  an 
order  made  by  the  Bailway  Department  com- 
pelling consignees  who  remove  their  own  goods 
from  the  railway-stations  throughout  the  colony 
to  pay  a  cartage  rate  for  work  which  the  de- 
partment does  not  perform  ?  He  put  this  ques- 
tion in  consequence  of  a  promise  which  he  had 
given  to  a  large  number  of  men  whose  liveli- 
hood depended  on  the  rescinding  of  tiiis  order, 
and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  Minister  would 
give  a  definite  answer  as  to  whether  it  was  in 
his  power  to  rescind  the  order,  or  whether  the 
persons  interested  would  have  to  wait  until 
the  completion  of  the  present  contract  to  take 
further  action.  He  might  add  that  he  trusted 
that,  if  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Wozks 
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WBfi  in  office  when  the  contiact  expired,  he 
would  see  that  changes  were  made  in  any 
future  contract,  for  the  present  one  was  very 
tmf  air.  He  would  draw  special  attention  to  the 
clause  under  which  an  incoming  contractor 
was  bound  to  take  over  the  "  rubbishy  "  plant 
which  might  have  been  used  by  the  preceding 
contractor: — 

*'  The  contractor  shall  take  over  plfiuit  and 
stock  of  outgoing  contractor  at  valuation,  one 
valuator  each  to  be  appointed  by  outgoing  and 
incoming  contractors.  The  valuators  shall  to- 
gether appoint  an  umpire.  The  decision  of 
such  umpire  shall  be  binding  on  all  parties.'* 

He  would  also  call  attention  to  clause  7, 
which  provided, — 

*'  Consignees  may  cart  and  deliver  their  own 
goods  and  parcels,  and  the  contractor  will  be 
paid  only  for  the  goods  and  parcels  actually 
carried  by  him." 

That  was  a  misleading  provision;  for  what 
was  the  use  of  telling  these  people  that  they 
might  cart  their  own  goods,  if  they  had  to  pay 
for  it? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  intention  at  present  of  rescinding 
the  order  complained  of,  for  that  would  in- 
volve a  breach  of  contract,  as  the  existing  con- 
tracts had  still  two  years  to  run.  He  might 
add  that  before  the  present  arrangement  was 
entered  into  there  was  a  great  amount  of  in- 
convenience experienced  owing  to  the  blocking 
of  the  goods-sheds;  but  since  it  had  been 
entered  into  satisfaction  had  been  given  to 
merchants  and  others,  the  only  persons  who 
were  not  satisfied  being  carriers  and  small 
traders.  He  might  say  that  he  quite  agreed 
that  the  regulation  under  which  the  incoming 
contractor  was  required  to  purchase  the  plant 
of  the  outgoing  contractor  was  a  mistake,  and 
if  he  had  anything  to  do  with  a  fresh  contract 
he  would  take  steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  condition,  as  under  existing  conditions 
it  practically  meant  giving  to  the  present  con- 
tractors a  monopoly. 

TELEPHONE  ON  WEST  COAST. 
Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEE  VES  asked  the  Commissioner 
of  Telegraphs,  If  he  will  have  telephone  com- 
munication established  at  the  following  places, 
— viz.,  junction  of  Little  Grey,  junction  of  Boat- 
man's and  Main  Buller  and  Beef  ton  Boad  at 
Cronaden,  junction  of  Liangahua  and  Buller 
Bivers,  junction  of  Main  Buller  Boad  and  road 
to  Owen  Beefs,  Addison's  Flat,  Mokihinui,  and 
Cape  Foulwind  ?  As  to  the  first  place  on  the 
list,  he  would  remark  that  telephonic  com- 
munication with  it  was  very  desirable,  as  from 
this  point  information  could  be  sent  of  the 
rising  of  the  river,  thus  enabling  precautions 
to  be  tckken  against  the  C9ming  of  floods.  With 
regard  to  the  second  request,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  a  telephone  at  the  point  indicated 
would  pay  well,  and  the  Government  could 
have  a  guarantee.  As  to  the  third,  that  would 
answer  the  same  pui^ose  as  the  first,  by  giving 
communication  to  a  point  from  which  news  of 
a  coming  flood  in  the  Buller  could  be  sent. 
As  to  the  others,  he  could  say  that  the  requests 


were  reasonable,  and  that,  from  his  knowledge, 
he  believed  that  telephones  at  the  points 
mentioned  would  pay  handsomely. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  prepared  to  -comply  with  the 
request  as  to  Nos.  1,  2,  and  8 ;  but  as  to  the 
4th,  at  the  junction  of  the  Main  Buller  Boad 
and  the  Owen  Boad,  the  Government  did  not 
see  their  way  at  present.  lb  would  cost  £620, 
and  the  revenue  was  only  estimated  at  £55. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  pointed  out  that  it  was 
not  at  the  junction  of  the  Owen  Boad,  but  at  the 
junction  of  Owen  Beefs  Boad ;  and  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  locality  he  did  not  think  it 
could  cost  that. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  the  esti- 
mate. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  said  there  must  be 
some  mistake. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  if  thare  was  any  error 
he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  the  subject.  As  to  Addison's  Flat,  it 
was  estimated  that  the  cost  would  be  £400, 
and  the  Government  could  not  see  their  way 
to  grant  that.  A  telephone  at  Mokihinui 
would  cost  £825,  and  the  revenue  was  only 
estimated  at  £15.  He  could  nob  agree  to  that. 
As  to  Cape  Foulwind,  the  cost  of  granting  the 
request  would  be  £80,  and  the  revenue  would 
be  £35.  The  request  in  respect  of  that  would 
be  granted.  He  might  remark  that,  in  the 
cases  where  the  department  did  not  see  its 
way  to  grant  the  request,  it  would  do  so  if  a 
guarantee  were  given. 

TBUCK  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will,  during  the  present  session, 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  truck  system  ? 
In  1886,  in  consequence  of  evils  which  resulted 
from  the  truck  system  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony,  especially  in  connection  with  the  tim- 
ber trade,  a  Bill  was  introduced  to  deal  with 
the  matter ;  but  it  was  found  that  bhe  measure 
scarcely  met  the  difiiculty,  and  it  was  with- 
drawn, and,  as  there  were  still  complaints  in 
many  directions,  he  wished  to  know  if  the 
Government  would  introduce  a  Bill  to  further 
deal  \^th  the  evil ;  and,  as  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  was  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  grievances  of  the  workmen,  he  need  not 
say  more  as  to  what  was  required. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  was  quite  aware 
of  the  strong  feeling  existing  in  various  parts 
of  the  colony  against  the  truck  system,  but  he 
regretbed  to  say  that  want  of  time  would  pre- 
venb  the  Government  dealing  with  the  matter 
this  session. 

GBEYMOUTH-HOKITIKA  BAIL  WAY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (for  Mr.  Guinness)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  Whether  the  Qo- 
vemmenb  intend  to  place  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  on  the  public -works  estimates  this 
session  to  proceed  with  the  completion  of  the 
Greymouth-Hokitika  Bail  way  ?  The  Minister 
must  know  that  a  large  amount  of  money  had 
been  spent  on  this  work ;  but  the  work  was  now 
at  a  standstill,  with  the  result  that  the  money 
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rit  was  not  earning  interest,  and  that»  in 
meantime,  Hokitika  was  cut  off  from  com- 
mmiication  with  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
They  were  to  have  no  harhour,  and  at  the 
present  rate  of  progress  it  would  take  another 
nfty  years  to  finish  the  railway. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  ask  the  House  to  vote  the 
balance  of  the  loaji  allocated  to  this  work,  and 
the  Public  Works  Statement  would  disclose 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  set  apart  for  this  line  out  of  the 
proposed  loan. 

SMUGGLING  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  If  he  will  take  special  means  to  pre- 
vent the  large  amount  of  smuggling  which  is 
said  to  be  carried  on  in  tobacco,  cigars,  &c.,  daily 
in  Wellington  ajid  the  other  large  centres  of 
the  colony,  which,  if  true,  must  be  a  very  great 
loss  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony  ?  Statements 
had  been  made  to  himself  and  others  that  per- 
sons carrying  on  business  were  daily  subjected 
to  temptation  in  the  shape  of  being  asked  to 
deal  with  contraband  goods,  goods  that  had 
never  seen  the  Customhouse,  or,  at  any  rate, 
had  never  been  through  it — a  state  of  affairs 
which  should  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment. 
As  they  knew,  human  nature  was  weak,  and  it 
was  very  unfair  that  the  gentlemen  carrying  on 
this  business  should  be  tempted  in  this  direc- 
tion, seeing  the  very  large  profit  that  was  to  be 
made  by  dealing  in  articles  which  had  not  paid 
duty.  He  had  heard  this  complaint  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  might  say,  moreover, 
that  it  was  done  in  open  daylight  in  this  city,  if 
the  gentlemen  he  referred  to  spoke  truly  in  say- 
ing that  they  had  articles  offered  to  them,  such 
as  tobacco  and  cigars,  which  had  not  gone 
through  the  Customhouse.  Seeing  that  he  was 
desirous  to  assist  the  Government  in  all  ways 
to  avoid  any  deficit,  he  trusted  they  would 
endeavour  to  prevent  anything  like  what  he 
had  indicated  being  carried  on  in  future. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  it  was  quite  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  a  large  amount  of  smuggling  was 
dally  taking  place.  There  was  no  evidence  what- 
ever of  this.  Petty  smuggling  of  tobacco  and 
cigars  and  fancy  goods  from  direct  steamers 
and  China  tea  steamers  did  exist.  In  connec- 
tion with  this,  he  made  the  following  quotation 
from  the  last-received  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs  for  the  United  Kingdom : — 

"  Tobacco  is  still,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
the  principal  article  on  which  payment  of  duty 
is  evaded;  and  the  seamen  and  the  persons 
employed  in  the  engine-rooms  and  parts  con- 
nected with  the  machinery  of  the  large  steam- 
vessels  in  trade  with  ports  in  the  north  of 
Europe  and  in  America,  where  tobacco  can  easily 
be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate,  have  during  the 
past  year  been  the  chief  offenders.*' 

This  was  exactly  what  took  place  here.  Cheap 
cigars  were  bought  at  Teneriffe,  and  the  men 
saved  up  tobacco  issued  to  them  during  the 
voyage,  and  attempts  were  made  to  bring  that 
ashore.  These  practices  were  very  difficult  to 
detect ;  but,  to  show  that  a  great  amount  of 
Mr.Seddon 


vigilance  was  exercised,  he  might  mentian  that 
twenty-eight  arrests  for  petty  smuggling  of  this 
kind  had  been  made  by  Customs  officers,  and  in 
some  cases  by  the  police,  since  the  boginning  of 
1885 ;  and  it  was  believed  that  the  watchfulness 
known  to  exist  kept  the  practice  within  small 
bounds.  The  large  shipping  companies  had 
been  commimicated  with  recently,  and  had 
promised  to  assist  the  Customs  in  every  way. 
They  had  made  a  rule  that  persons  in  their 
employment  detected  in  smuggling  were  in- 
stantly to  be  dismissed.  Strict  attention  was 
paid  to  the  examination  of  passengers'  luggage, 
and  in  August  last  the  attention  of  officers  was 
called  to  a  practice  that  has  of  late  years  arisen 
through  facilities  given  by  the  direct  steamers : 
he  referred  to  parcels  brought  out  by  passengeo 
for  persons  in  New  Zealand.  These  often  con- 
tained goods  of  considerable  value,  and  special 
vigilance  was  now  exercised  to  see  that  persons 
importing  goods  into  the  country  in  this  way  did 
not  escape  payment  of  duty.  A  box  of  tobacco 
might  be  stolen  from  a  case  either  in  the  ship 
or  in  the  sheds,  and  offered  for  sale  at  a  low 
price.  He  had  good  reason  for  believing  that 
this  was  done  not  long  ago  in  Wellington.  He 
might  state,  however,  that  the  revenue  did  not 
suffer  in  such  a  case,  as  the  duty  would  be 
recovered  from  the  ship. 

MUNICIPAL  CONFERENCE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  it  is  intended  to  introduce  a  Bill  this 
session  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  recent  Municipal  Conference  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  suggested 
amendments  had  been  brought  under  his 
notice  by  the  Municipal  Conference,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  he  had  undertaken 
that  they  should  bo  considered,  and  such  of 
them  as  the  Government  could  support  would 
be  given  effect  to  this  session  if  there  was  time. 
Some  of  them,  he  thought,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  ;  but,  in  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic business,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  state  positively  that  they  would  give 
effect  to  them. 

SIR  JULIUS  VOGEL'S  ATTENDANTS. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government. 
If  it  is  true  that  the  services  of  two  public 
servants  have  been  retained  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
since  the  resignation  of  the  late  Ministry  to  tiie 
present  date,  and  at  the  public  cost  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  until  lately 
there  had  been  two  persons,  one  a  messenger 
and  one  an  Armed  Constabulary  man,  in  the 
employment  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  He  might 
state  that  upon  the  late  Government  going  out 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  represented  to  him,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Armed  Constabulary  man,  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  personal  convenience  if 
he  could  be  allowed  to  retain  his  services  for 
a  short  time,  and  that  he  (Sir  Julius  Vogel) 
would  pay  his  cost.  To  that  the  Government 
assented.  With  regard  to  the  messenger.  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  retained  him  ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
present  Government  required  his  services  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  sent  him  back. 
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Sir  J.  yOGEL.~Six»  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  about  this.  First  in  regard  to 
the  Armed  Constabulary  man.  The  honour- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
has  explained  that  I  have  to  pay  for  his  ser- 
vices, whatever  he  draws  from  the  Treasuiy. 
As  regards  the  messenger,  the  matter  stands  in 
this  way :  The  messenger  continued  to  come  to 
me  after  the  Government  took  office,  and  I 
aeked  him  how  it  was.  He  said  he  had  re- 
ceived no  other  orders.  I  asked  him  two  or 
three  times,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary  asking  me  whether  I  wished 
to  retain  the  officer's  services ;  upon  which  I 
wrote  back  saying  "  No/'  and  recommending 
him  very  highly  as  a  very  efficient  officer.  That, 
Sir,  is  what  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
messenger.  And,  as  regards  the  messenger, 
I  may  say  this :  that  the  question  was  simply 
whether  it  was  convenient  to  the  Grovem- 
ment  to  allow  him  to  remain  on  in  the  House 
or  in  the  Gk)verQment  Buildings.  A  member 
like  myself  requires  somewhat  more  than  the 
ordinary  assistance  given  to  members,  and  to 
summon  messengers  when  he  requires  them. 
Other  members  have  been  ill  in  the  House  be- 
fore now — I  think  there  are  two  cases,  at  least 
— and  my  only  difficulty  is  lest,  in  monopolizing 
the  assistance  of  any  messenger  of  the  House,  I 
may  be  putting  other  honourable  members  to 
inconvenience.  I  should  desire,  before  I  con- 
clude, to  ask  how  it  is  that  such  a  question 
as  this  is  allowed  to  be  on  the  Order  Paper. 
IThere  was  a  time  when  such  a  question  would 
not  have  been  allowed.  I  say  that,  both  as  re- 
gards this  question  and  as  regards  the  remarks 
made  in  the  House,  I  am  not  on  a  very  fair  foot- 
ing ;  and  my  friends  tell  me  so.  I  am  hard  of 
hearing,  and  sometimes  I  suffer  in  consequence. 
However,  Sir,  it  is  a  relief  to  me  to  know,  now 
that  I  am  not  in  the  Government,  that  I  shall 
not  allow  the  personal  abuse  which  has  been 
used  against  me  on  former  occasions  to  be 
addressed  to  me  now.  I  have  a  few  words  to 
say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden ; 
and  I  am  willing  to  make  every  allowance 
for  the  obvious  fact  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber is  unfortunate  in  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
world,  of  men,  or  of  manners. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.-~It  is  quite  impossible  that 
I  can  allow  any  honourable  member  to  charge 
another  member  of  this  House  with  want  of 
manners.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  see  the  impropriety  of  using  that  language 
towards  honourable  members. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— -Well,  Sir,  I  am  going  to 
speak  very  plainly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Do  you  persist  in  using 
those  words? — because,  if  you  will  not  withdraw 
them,  I  shall  have  to  submit  the  case  to  the 
House.  I  have  already  stated  that  there  is 
nothing  more  essential  to  the  proper  conducting 
of  business  than  that  there  should  be  proper 
conduct  oh  the  part  of  honourable  members 
towards  each  other. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to 
tell  me  which  word  you  object  to  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— To  the  charging  a  member 
of  the  House  with  want  of  manners. 


Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — The  last  term?  I  will 
VTithdraw  the  words,  and  will  say — the  obvious 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  usages  amongst  per- 
sons who  have  been  accustomed  to  mix  in 
good  society. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  I  said  just  now,  I  think 
you  trespass  too  much  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  in  using  the  language  you  are  address- 
ing to  it ;  and  if  you  persist 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  shall  be  very  much  worse 
before    I   have    done.    Usages   of   society,    I 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  not  desist  from  the  language  he  is 
using  towards  the  House  it  will  be  my  duty, 
for  the  first  time,  to  exercise  the  authority  I 
have  by  naming  that  gentleman.  I  shall  re- 
luctantly do  it ;  but  it  will  be  my  dutv  to  do 
it,  and  I  shall  not  flinch.  I  trust  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  perceive  that  he  is  pro- 
ceeding in  a  course  wnich  the  House  will  not 
tolerate. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Well,  Sir,  I  say  "  usages  of 
society,"  because  I  do  not  wish 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  wish  also  to  know  what 
right  you  claim  to  proceed  now  with  the  attack 
you  are  evidently  making  on  the  honourable 
member.  I  am  quite  willing,  if  any  reflec- 
tion was  made  upon  you,  that  you  should  have 
full  liberty  to  vindicate  yourself ;  but,  having 
vindicated  yourself,  there  must  be  moderation 
used  towards  other  members. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  the  words  "  usages  of 
society  "  are  wrong,  I  withdraw  them.  I  am 
willing  to  ask  the  House,  why  my  infirmity, 
the  act  of  God,  should  be  brought  before  the 
House  because  messengers  have  to  give  me  more 
attention,  when,  Sir,  time  after  time  mes- 
sengers have  to  give  attention  to  members  for 
the  act  of  the  devil — the  lust  of  liquor  ? 

Hon.  Membebs. — Order,  order  t 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Sir  Julius  Vogel,  the  lan- 
guage you  are  using  towards  this  House  is  so 
disrespectful  that  I  may  not  address  you  as  a 
member  for  a  district,  and  I  now  najne  you 
as  violating  the  good  taste  due  by  honourable 
members  towards  this  House.  You  may  now 
make  what  explanations  you  think  proper,  and 
withdraw  while  the  House  deals  with  the  case. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the 
House  will  ask  me  to  withdraw  what  I  have 
said,  and  I  do  not  think  you  could  have  under- 
stood me  when  you  asked  me  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  named  you  for  in- 
fringing the  rules  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Before  I  withdraw  I  have  a 
right  to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  indicated  that  you 
will  make  such  explanation  as  you  may  think 
proper  of  the  language  you  have  used;  after 
which  you  will  withdraw  until  the  House  de- 
cides what  it  will  do  in  the  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then,  Sir,  I  say  this,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  do  it ;  but  this  question  which  now 
appears  on  the  Order  Paper  refers  to  the  fact 
that  I  require  something  more  than  ordinary 
assistance.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  notorious  that  for 
years  past  there  are  members  who  are  habitu- 
ally given  to  be  seen  in  drink,  who  are  known 
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to  be  drunkards,  who  themselves  require  a  great 
deal  more  extra  assistance  from  messengers 
than  myself;  and  that  is  not  brought  before  the 
House.  Sir,  is  it  right  for  the  infijrmity — which 
is,  I  say,  the  act  of  God— from  which  I  suffer 
to  be  brought  before  the  House  in  this  manner, 
when  we  do  not  inquire  what  is  the  extra  as- 
sistance rendered  to  members,  or  as  to  the 
danger  which  this  great  building  runs  through 
the  House  being  occupied  by  members  who  are 
notoriously  from  time  to  time  given  to  drink  to 
excess  till  they  become  helpless  drunkards  for 
the  time  being  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what 
I  am  asked  to.  explain.  I  say  I  have  a  right  to 
make  that  statement, — that,  if  questions  of  this 
kind  are  allowed,  I  have  a  right  to  ask  other 
questions.  I  say  this :  that  one  of  the  high 
officers  of  this  House  was  elected  upon  his 
being  boxmd  to  take  the  pledge,  and  that  he 
gave  his  resignation  into  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  Ministers. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  are  not  making  an 
explanation  at  all.  I  cannot  allow  you  to  go 
any  further ;  and,  if  you  persist  in  attacking 
other  honourable  members  in  this  way,  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  say  I  cannot  hear  you  any  more. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  of  straoigers  being  in 
the  gallery. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — My  attention  having  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  of  strangers  being  in  the 
gallery,  it  will  be  necessary  now  tbat  they 
should  withdraw  from  the  gallery  while  these 
proceedings  are  going  on.  The  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  will  direct  the  removal  of  strangers,  in- 
cluding the  Hansard  steiff. 

Strangers  withdrew. 

Strangers  were  readmitted  at  half-past  nine 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On  the  question.  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,— Do  I  rightly  understand 
that  the  Premier  consents  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  ? — because  I  think  he  must 
admit  the  force  of  the  argument  used  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru,  in  asking  that 
the  adjournment  should  apply  to  this  question 
of  taking  away  the  private  members'  day.  Does 
the  Premier  consent?  I  think  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  House  that,  when  the  Premier 
said  he  would  consent  to  the  adjournment,  it 
was  immediately  after  the  debate  that  the 
House  was  to  adjourn.  Honourable  members 
were  of  that  impression. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  Sir ;  I  cannot  say  I 
assented  to  the  adjournment  of  the  House  be- 
fore the  motion  I  have  given  notice  of  should 
be  considered.  I  shall  be  very  happy,  then,  to 
agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  It  is 
merely  settling  that  Government  business  shall 
have  precedence  to-morrow,  which,  I  under- 
stand, the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  willing  to 
grant. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  expected  better  from 

the  Premier,  imder  the  circumstances  of  the 

case.    It  appears  to  me  as  though,  having  a 

powerful  opponent  debarred  from  his  privilege, 

Svr  J.  Vogel 


and  the  people  of  Christchurch  North  being 
at  present  imrepresented,  the  Premier  wishes 
to  force,  by  a  tyrannical  majority,  the 
taking-away  of  private  members'  days,  which 
I  reckon  one  of  the  most  important  matters 
that  can  be  dealt  with  this  session.  It  is 
grossly  unfair  to  any  honourable  member,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, if,  Sir,  knowing  that  tiie  leader 
of  the  Opposition  cannot  be  present  in  the 
House,  the  Premier  will  endeavour  to  force 
the  House  to  deal  with  this  question.  And, 
Sir,  I  will  say  this:  that  the  clear  and  dis- 
tinct understanding  with  honourable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  on  that  side 
of  the  House  also,  was  that  there  was  to  be 
no  business  transacted  until  this  question  of 
privilege  had  first  been  dealt  with.  And  I  say 
that  the  Premier  is  not  doing  justice  to  himseLL 
With  a  question  of  such  large  importance  as 
the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  the  question 
of  your  ruling  hanging  in  the  balance,  I  say 
it  is  not  fair  that  we  should  go  on  with  the 
ordinary  business,  and  to  do  so  is,  to  my  mind, 
under  the  circumstances,  very  wrong  indeed. 
I  shall  consider  myself  perfectly  justified  in 
using  all  the  forms  of  the  House  to  prevent 
any  business  being  transacted  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Sir,  it  is  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  Premier  that  will  force  those  from 
him  that  wish  to  be  with  him.  Honourable 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  may  smile, 
but  many  young  members  believe  in  fair-play. 
Is  it  fair-play  to  tie  a  man's  hands  and  feet 
and  then  slap  him  in  the  face  ?  The  Premier 
knows  that  l^e  leader  of  the  Opposition  cannot 
be  in  his  place  to  vote  on  this  question. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  member  is  assuming  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  is  now  debarred  from  taking  his  seat 
in  this  House.  Now,  that  has  not  been  ruled* 
May  I  ask,  Sir,  is  that  the  case,  or  is  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  at 
liberty  to  enter  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  just  given  instruc- 
tions to  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  is  not  to 
be  debarred  from  taking  his  seat  in  the  House, 
inasmuch  as  the  consideration  of  his  case  has 
been  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  put  it  in  this  way :  Would 
any  honourable  member  think  it  was  right  or 
proper  for  him  to  sit  in  his  place  and  to  trans- 
act public  business  with  a  charge  such  as 
that  hanging  over  the  honourable  gentleman? 
I  say  &e  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
would  not,  in  good  taste,  do  such  a  thing.  It 
would  be  bad  taste  for  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  to  take  his  place,  and 
we  have  no  right  to  force  him  to  do  that  which 
is  wrong — that  is,  to  take  a  part  in  our  pro- 
ceedings before  this  question  of  privilege  has 
been  definitely  settled.  The  Premier  knows 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  cannot  possibly 
take  his  place  in  this  House  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  to  force  the  House  to  go  on  with 
business  is  a  grievous  wrong,  and  I  shall  divide 
the  House  on  the  point.    A  gross  breach  of  faith 
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has  been  committed,  because  the  Premier  said, 
in  as  plain  English  as  he  conld  say  it,  that  he 
would  consent  to  the  adjonmment  o!  the  House 
the  moment  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  was 
carried.  He  said  so,  most  decidedly  ;  I  have 
had  it  given  to  me  on  the  best  authority — and 
that  is  the  honourable  the  mover  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate — that  the  Premier  agreed 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  House  when  speak- 
ing to  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — As  my  name  has  been 
brought  into  this  matter,  I  wish  to  explain 
that  my  impression  at  the  time  was  that  the 
Premier  decidedly  did  consent  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  immediately  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate;  but  I  am  quite 
eonvinced  now  that  what  was  in  the  Premier's 
mind  was  that  he  would  not  go  on  with  the 
financial  debate.  That  was  the  burden  of  my 
obieotion— to  go  on  with  the  financial  debate. 
I  nave  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  what  he 
said  left  that  impression  on  my  mind,  which  is 
quite  consistent  with  his  own  meaning — that 
he  would  not  go  on  with  the  financial  debate 
now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— On  the  point  of  order,  I 
might  ask,  could  a  motion  such  as  that  men- 
tioned by  the  Premier — ^No.  1 — be  proceeded 
with  ?  Should  we  not  have  to  proceed  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— BeJDg  a  Government  day, 
the  Government  have  a  right  to  arrange  the 
business  as  they  think  proper,  under  Standing 
Order  69. 

Mr.  SBDDON.-— I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the 
information,  because  it  ran  in  my  mind  that 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  would  have  to  be  called 
on  at  half-past  seven.  A  number  of  honour- 
able members  voted  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  particularly  the  honourable  member  for 
St.  Albans  and  other  honourable  members  here, 
onder  tiie  impression  that  no  other  business 
would  be  transacted,  and  that  the  House  would 
at  once  adjourn.  And  the  Premier  himself 
has  not  made  it  clear  to  the  contrary.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Pl3rmouth,  who 
moved  the  adjournment,  tells  the  House  dis- 
tinctly that  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
no  fturther  business  would  be  done ;  and  I 
believe  that  had  not  that  been  the  understand- 
ing the  motion  to  adjourn  the  House  would 
have  been  carried.  But  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  himself  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  so  that  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  could  be  put,  and  if  it  had  been 
put  it  would  have  carried.  I  object  to  any 
other  business  being  proceeded  with  ;  and,  the 
question  not  having  been  dealt  with,  I  say  we 
have  no  right  to  proceed  with  any  other  busi- 
ness, more  especially  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber accused  of  contempt  cannot  possibly  be  in 
hia  place.  I  support  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  and  trust  that  the  majority  will  see  fair- 
play  in  this  matter  and  support  it. 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  against,  15. 

GOVEBNMENT  BUSINESS. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  beg  to  move,  That 
Government  business  take  precedence  to-mor- 
row. It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  use  many 
arguments  in  support  of  this  motion.  It  is,  I 
know,  a  very  general  feeling  among  honourable 
members  that,  looking  at  the  importance  of 
the  business  which  the  House  has  authorised 
the  Government  to  get  through  by  Christmas,  it- 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  take  all 
the  time  we  possibly  can  to  transact  our  busi- 
ness. I  am  very  sorry  to  interfere  with  private 
members'  business  in  any  way ;  but  I  think 
honourable  members  must  see  that  if  much 
more  time  is  taken  up  as  has  been  done  to-day, 
and  if  private  members  introduce  Bills  which 
give  rise  to  long  discussions,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  us  to  oarry  them  through  this  session* 
The  questions  we  have  in  hand  are  of  great 
importance,  and  will  certainlv  take  up  all  the 
time  we  have  at  our  disposal  between  this  and 
Christmas,  and  I  do  not  think  the  House  will 
be  disposed  to  sit  after  that. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Premier  to  state  whether  this  motion  ia 
intended  to  apply  to  other  Wednesdays  besides 
to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  not  gone  further 
than  to-morrow,  because  I  do  not  wish  to 
interfere  with  private  members'  business ;  but, 
if  we  continue  to  spend  any  more  days  as  this 
day  has  been  spent,  we  shall  have  to  ask  for  all 
the  working-days  of  the  week,  as  is  customary 
in  the  House  of  Commons  towacds  the  end  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


382 


Oovemment 


[HOUSE.] 


Biisiness. 


[Nov.  15 


the  session.  I  shaJl,  however,  abstain  from 
doing  so  as  long  as  possible,  and  will  endeavour 
to  assist  private  members  as  much  as  I  can. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— There  is  one  private 
member's  Bill  which  is  of  very  great  import- 
ance to  country  settlers.  I  refer  to  the  Fair 
Rents  Bill,  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Premier  can  give  any  assurance  as 
to  whether  there  will  be  a  chance  of  that  Bill 
passing  this  session  or  not. 

Mr.  DODSON.— I  would  ask  whether  the 
Premier  would  not  give  us  Monday  night  for 
private  members'  business,  if  he  takes  to- 
morrow. The  business  for  to-morrow  might 
then  be  set  down  for  that  evening. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  impossible,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  Government  business,  to 
a^e  to  the  House  sitting  on  Monday.  Our 
tune  has  been  taken  up  very  largely  of  late  on 
important  Committees,  and  our  Bills  are  not 
very  well  forward,  and  we  must  have  them 
ready  so  that  when  the  financial  debate  is 
concluded  the  House  can  take  them  up.  With 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki,  the  Government  cure  of 
opinion  that  the  measure  to  which  he  referred 
is  one  of  very  great  importance.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  has  intro- 
duced it,  and  if  he  had  not  done  so  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  dealt  with  the  question. 
I  may  say  now  that,  if  we  cannot  deal  with  it 
this  session,  we  will  have  a  clause  introduced 
into  the  Land  Bill  to  suspend  all  operations 
with  settlers,  so  as  to  enable  the  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  next  session.  If  there  is  time  this 
session  we  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  get  it 
through. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— After  the  assurance  of  the 
Premier  that  he  will  assist  private  members  as 
far  as  possible  in  the  furtherance  of  their  busi- 
ness, I  shall  not  object  to  the  carrying  of  the 
motion.  I  may  say  that  I  have  a  Bill  of  con- 
siderable importance  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
to-morrow,  one  which  affects  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  this  country ;  and  I  have  also  a  Bill 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  Thursday  night  of  minor 
importance,  and  I  should  like  to  add  to  the 
words  of  the  Premier's  motion,  "that  the 
Chinese  Influx  Prevention  Bill  take  the  position 
of  the  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  Bill." 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  cannot  interfere  with 
the  regulation  of  the  Order  Paper. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  assist  the  honourable  gentleman  in  getting 
his  Bill  on,  and,  by  doing  so,  heap  coals  of  fire 
upon  his  head. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  the  House  is  dispos- 
ing of  this  matter  too  lightly.  It  has  been 
acknowledged  at  Home  that  nearly  all  great 
measures  have  been  originated  by  private  mem- 
bers, and  the  Government  here  have  laid  down 
the  rule  that  no  great  measure  shall  come  from 
anybody  but  themselves.  In  point  of  fact,  no 
other  Premier  who  has  sat  on  those  benches 
during  all  the  time  that  I  have  been  in  this 
House  has  been  so  unjust  to  private  members 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  now  leads 
the .  Government.  His  reasoning  has  always 
Major  Atkinson 


been  that  the  initiation  of  all  great  meaenres 
should  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  yet  they  bring  no  great  measures  for- 
ward. That  is  the  usual  practice  in  this 
House.  But  honourable  members  must  bear 
this  in  mind:  that  the  only  way  by  which 
private  members  can  make  themselves  known 
to  the  people  of  the  country  is  by  bringing  for- 
ward great  measures.  The  other  night  the 
Premier  told  me  that,  if  measures  of  greater 
importance  than  those  of  the  Government  were 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  private  members'  days, 
then  private  members  should  take  their  seats 
on  the  Government  benches  and  turn  those 
honourable  gentlemen  off  :  that  we  should 
"  occupy  his  place,"  was  the  way  in  which  he 
put  it.  That  shows  exactly  the  feeling  which 
operates  on  his  mind.  I  would  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen,  when  that  great  and  impor- 
tant question  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade  was  brought  before  the  English  Parlia- 
ment by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  had  the  Government 
of  that  day  any  measures  of  greater  im- 
portance? and  the  answer  from  all  sides 
must  be,  "No,  they  had  not."  Did  they 
take  this  attitude  with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilber- 
force :  that,  because  his  measure  was  greater 
than  any  they  had  to  bring  forward,  he  was 
lowering  their  position,  and  should  therefore 
take  their  place?  No  jealousy  of  that  kind 
entered  their  minds.  And  even  now  in  the 
last  session  of  the  Bntish  Parliament  nearly 
every  measure  of  importance  has  been  carried 
by  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  so  much  so  that  the  ses- 
sion has  been  called  "Bradlaugh's  session;'* 
but  there  was  no  jealousy  on  that  account, 
and  he  at  once  stepped  into  a  position  of  im- 
portance. I  would  ask  honourable  members, 
what  opportunity  is  there  for  gentlemen  in 
this  House  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their 
duties  as  legislators?  The  provincial  institu- 
tions which  trained  statesmen  in  New  Zea- 
land have  been  done  away  with ;  there  are 
no  Under-Secretaries  in  this  House  trained 
in  public  business;  and  the  one  chance  open 
to  honourable  members  is  to  bring  forward 
measures  that  may  entitle  them  to  the  gra- 
titude of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  If 
they  are  not  allowed  opportunities  of  that 
kind  I  say  there  is  no  hope  whatever  for 
them  of  acquiring  the  regard  of  their  coun- 
trymen. I  apprehend  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
almost  every  avenue  is  to  be  closed  by  de- 
grees against  us.  In  many  respects  we  have 
not  the  privileges  which  the  law  gives  us. 
Speakers  in  this  House  have  even  ruled  that 
they  can  make  laws,  that  they  can  alter  the 
Constitution  Act — that  is,  they  can  shut  out 
private  members  from  rights  they  had  under 
the  law.  I  allude  to  the  question  of  land: 
we  are  absolutely  prohibited,  by  the  ruling  of 
Speakers,  from  bringing  forward  any  measures 
relating  to  the  lands  of  the  colony  without 
the  consent  of  the  Government  previously  ob- 
tained. Delays  in  that  way  are  thrown  before 
us,  and  we  are  cut  ofi  from  the  career  of  use- 
fulness which  Parliament  has  opened  to  us, 
and  which  the  Constitution  Act  secured  for  us. 
Honourable  gentlemen  sit  down  quietly  under 
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that  deprivation  and  nnder  other  deprivations 
which  limit  our  powers  fax  below  those  which 
are  enjoyed  by  other  Legislatures.  It  is  only 
recently  that  I  saw  a  statement  by  one  of 
the  most  eminent  men  in  England,  that  he 
was  surprised  at  the  rulings  to  which  some 
of  our  colonial  Parliaments  submitted  them- 
selves. There  was  an  impression  of  surprise  in 
his  mind  on  that  account.  Now  it  is  proposed 
to  take  away  private  members'  days ;  and,  if 
the  House  submits  to  that,  I  say  all  hope  is 
shut  against  us.  How  many  days  have  we  sat 
already  ?  Twelve ;  and  yet  it  is  already  decided 
that  the  close  of  the  session  is  so  near  that  the 
days  set  apart  for  private  members'  business  are 
to  be  taken  away  from  us.  Of  course  we  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  submit  to  the  power  of  a 
majority:  that  we  are  compelled  to  do;  and 
that  majority  may  be  guilty  of  as  absolute 
tyranny  as  can  possibly  be  exercised.  I  say 
distinctly  that  the  Premier  has  exercised  this 
power,  always  when  he  has  been  in  office,  to 
quite  an  unwarrantable  extent.  I  have  sub- 
mitted always  with  diffidence  to  what  was  done. 
The  majority  has  compelled  me  to  yield ;  I  was 
unable  to  help  myself.  But  yet  I  have  felt  it 
would  be  a  great  wrong  to  tskke  away  from 
members  the  power  to  go  on  with  Bills  that 
may  have  occupied  them  months  or  years  in 
preparation.  And  then  to  say  that  a  clause 
shall  be  put  in  the  Land  Bill  to  do  away  with 
a  really  remedial  measure !  And,  when  I  heard 
the  House  cheer  that,  I  really  could  hardly  be- 
lieve it.  Why,  if  the  Government  intended  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  of  this  kind,  how  is  it 
they  have  not  done  it  ?  Why  is  it  they  have 
allowed  it  to  be  brought  forward  by  a  private 
member,  when  they  could  do  it  themselves? 
There  could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  doing 
it ;  and  now,  when  it  is  before  the  House,  why 
should  we  have  no  guarantee  that  the  House 
may  be  allowed  to  consider  it  ?  I  do  not  ask 
that  it  should  be  put  through ;  but  we  have  a 
right  to  a  positive  guarantee  that  measures  of 
that  importance  shall  be  fairly  considered  in 
the  House,  and  that  we  shall  not  be  sent  about 
our  business  in  too  sudden  a  way.  How  many 
days  did  the  Government  take  before  they 
brought  forward  any  measures  ?  How  is  it  the 
English  Government  go  on  with  business  in 
the  House  on  Mondays  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  do  not  do  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  beg  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  pardon;  they  do:  and  why  can 
it  not  be  done  here?  With  the  assistance 
Ministers  have  in  the  offices  they  have  perfect 
power  to  do  it  if  they  like.  After  all,  supposing 
they  take  private  members'  days,  how  many 
days  will  that  save  in  the  length  of  the  session  ? 
Only  some  four  or  five,  or,  possibly,  six ;  and  I 
say  that,  to  end  the  session  so  much  sooner, 
the  Government  have  no  right  to  deprive  us 
of  the  privilege  such  as  we  have,  the  only 
privilege  we  have,  of  serving  our  countrymen 
well  and  wisely.  Is  it  right  to  take  away  that 
in  order  that  honourable  gentlemen  may  get 
home  six  days  earlier  ?  I  have  heard  honour- 
able gentlemen  say  that  they  will  stop,  they 
danot  care  to  what  time,  they  do  not  care  how 


long  they  stop  here ;  and  that  goes  forth  to 
their  constituents,  and  it  is  believed  that 
they  are  honest  in  saying  it;  and  the  very 
next  moment  they  are  told,  "You  must  get 
away  early ;  I  want  you  to  get  away  early, 
to  get  rid  of  you,  you  who  pester  my  life  out, 
you  who  continue  to  threaten  our  expulsion 
from  our  seats."  When  we  are  told,  "  You  are 
to  be  allowed,  like  good  boys,  to  go  away,"  I 
ask  myself,  how  can  honourable  members  who 
at  once  assent  to  such  a  proceeding  say 
they  are  prepared  to  stay  here  any  length  of 
time?  Do  not  let  honourable  members  de- 
ceive themselves,  and  be  beguiled  into  giving 
up  the  privileges  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  every 
one  of  us.  Let  those  honourable  members 
who  are  really  too  indolent  to  bring  forward 
measures  of  their  own  to  do  good  to  the  coun- 
try at  least  assist  their  fellow-members  who 
have  that  ambition;  and  do  not  allow  the 
labours  of  months  or  years  to  be  utterly 
thrown  away  for  the  convenience  of  a  Minis- 
ter who  simply  wants  to  get  rid  of  people  who 
threaten  his  tenure  of  office,  and  who  wants 
a  few  months'  peace  with  Parliament  not  in 
session.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentlemen  will 
be  merciful  to  those  who  have  spent  months, 
or,  as  in  my  case,  years,  in  dealing  with 
subjects,  and  not  allow  the  result  of  our 
labours  as  expressed  in  Bills  before  the 
House  to  be  rendered  completely  nugatory — 
in  fact,  to  die  unknown — and  all  merely  to 
save  honourable  members  from  staying  in 
Wellington  four,  five,  or  six  days  longer.  I 
do  think  we  ought  not  to  allow  such  things  to 
take  place,  and  I  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the 
most  vicious  attacks  on  the  liberties  of  the 
country  that  could  possibly  be  made.  I  do 
hope  honourable  gentlemen  will  awake  to  a 
sense  of  their  responsibilities  when  this  pro- 
posal is  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  them.  I 
nave  been  told  that  what  cannot  be  called 
absolutely  fair  means  are  resorted  to  as  to 
propositions  of  this  sort.  I  will  not  say  there 
is  any  intention  of  unfairness ;  but  when  a  mo- 
tion of  this  kind  is  to  be  made  I  am  told  that 
a  whip  or  whips  go  round  and  ask  members 
separately,  and  get  promise  after  promise, 
and  men  are  beguiled  mto  promising  to  sup- 
port the  Government  in  taking  the  private 
members'  days,  without  any  full  and  collec- 
tive knowledge  of  what  mischief  they  are  doing. 
Thus,  by  promises  being  obtained  from  mem- 
bers separately,  they  come  to  find  that  they 
have  abandoned  their  fellow-members,  that  they 
have  cut  the  ground  from  under  their  feet  and 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  do  that  good 
work  for  the  country  which  they  might  be  able 
and  are  prepared  to  do  by  (means  of  measures 
which  they  have  before  the  House.  I  have 
even  heard  that  in  some  cases  such  things  are 
said  as  this :  "  If  you  help  the  Government  in 
this,  your  local  Bill  shall  be  promoted,  or  your 
district  shall  be  left  untouched."  I  believe 
that  has  absolutely  been  done,  and  I  think 
a  course  of  that  kind  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  intimids^tion.  To  one  member  it  is 
guaranteed  that  if  he  does  what  is  wished  his 
interest  shall  be  .protected ;  but  it  means  that 
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those  ^ho  do  not  assent  to  what  is  asked 
shall  have  no  hope.  I  say  that  is  utterly 
TnTong,  Sir;  I  simply  have  to  submit  myself 
to  my  fate,  and  to  wait  for  years  to  see  cer- 
tain ends  obtained,  to  wait  long  and  see  wasted 
the  work  of  a  period  such  as  I  speak  of  and 
efforts  such  as  I  have  made.  All  that  I  have 
done  to  assist  the  people  of  this  country  is 
taken  away  by  a  measure  of  this  kind.  I  sub- 
mit in  peace;  but  whenever  the  question  is 
raised  I  will  fight  it  to  the  last,  and  I  am 
certain  that  at  last  a  strong  feeling  will  arise 
in  the  country  which  will  say  that  private 
members'  days  shall  not  be  interfered  with, 
and  that  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  which 
i^s  House  enjoys,  and  which  honourable  mem- 
bers ought  to  guard  most  jealously  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  shall  not 
be  struck  away  from  under  our  feet.  I  do  hope 
honourable  gentlemen  will  support  me  on  this 
occasion  in  resisting  what  I  am  convinced  is 
a  great  wrong  to  us  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  TUENBULL.— While  agreeing  entirely 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  in  what  he  has  said,  yet  upon  this  oc- 
casion I  shall  be  found  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment; and  I  do  so  with  this  understanding: 
that  the  Premier  stated  distinctly  that  this  is 
the  only  Wednesday  the  Government  are  going 
to  take. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  No ;  I  did  not  say 
that. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  he  only  asked  for 
next  Wednesday.  I  think  it  is  quite  right  that 
honourable  members  should  be  fully  prepared 
to  stay  here  whatever  time  may  be  neces- 
sary to  do  the  business  of  the  country;  but 
particularly  support  this  motion  at  the  present 
time  because  we  all  know  there  is  a  very 
deep  depression  existing  all  over  the  coimtry, 
and  we  know  too,  from  a  paper  laid  before  us 
last  session  by  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  that  there  are  works  to  the  extent  of 
£161,000  that  cannot  be  gone  on  with  until  the 
House  has  decided  on  what  shall  be  done 
generally  in  regard  to  public  works.  A  large 
number  of  important  works  are  held  in  sus- 
pense, and  must  be,  until  the  authority  of  this 
House  is  given  to  proceed  with  them ;  and  the 
condition  of  the  country  is  such  that  it  is  most 
urgent  that  they  should  be  gone  on  with  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  On  that  account, 
and  on  account  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
House,  I  very  much  regret  that  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  not  put  before  us  at  the 
same  time  as  the  Financial  Statement.  I 
trust  that  the  Public  Works  Statement  will  be 
brought  down  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  House  in  regard  to 
works  to  be  gone  on  with  will  soon  be  come  to, 
because  great  injury  is  being  done  to  the  whole 
community  by  dieir  being  kept  in  abeyance — 
the  injury  is  increasing  with  every  day  of  delay. 
For  that  reason,  I  support  the  taking  of  next 
Wednesday  for  Government  business,  with  the 
view  of  hastening  the  time  when  the  public- 
works  proposals  can  be  submitted,  and  the 
decision  of  the  House  taken,  so  that  by  the 
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works  being  proceeded  with  the  depiessian  in 
the  country  may  be  lessened.  But,  if  the  same 
motion  is  made  in  regard  to  follovnng  Wednes- 
days, I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  support  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  in 
the  objections  he  has  raised. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  am  going  to  support  the 
motion,  although  I  have  several  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper  which  are  just  as  dear  to  me  as 
other  honourable  members'  Bills  are  to  them, 
and  of  which  I  think  quite  as  much  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
thinks  of  his.  But  I  recognise  that,  while  we 
have  on  the  Order  Paper  some  dozen  Bills  of 
private  members,  each  member  most  expect 
to  sacrifice  sometiiing  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  country,  for  which  we  are  called  up  here 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  We  have  had  a  dis- 
solution, a  change  of  Ministry,  a  new  Govern- 
ment taking  office  and  submitting  theiz  poliey 
to  us,  and  it  is  imperative  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed as  quickly  as  possible  to  consider  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government,  and  de- 
cide whether  or  not  to  adopt  them,  to  have 
their  public-works  policy  submitted  to  us,  and 
to  decide  on  it,  and  to  do  something  to  meet 
the  very  peculiar  and  depressed  condition  in 
which  the  country  is  placed  at  the  present  time. 
I  hope  honourable  members  are  not  so  blind  to 
the  great  difficulties  pressing  on  us  as  to  wish 
to  defer  the  performance  of  those  duties  be- 
cause of  some  pet  measure  to  which  they  ace 
naturally  greatly  attached.  They  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  their  own  feelings  some- 
what. I  am  willing,  for  one,  to  sacnfioe  my 
labour  as  embodied  in  my  measures  to  go  en 
with  the  business ;  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  will  be  practical, 
and  will  consider  practically  that  the  work  we 
have  to  do  is  to  remove  to  some  extent  the  de- 
pression of  the  country,  to  put  its  finances  in  a 
sound  condition ;  and,  until  that  is  done,  to  put 
aside  other  questions,  no  doubt  very  important 
ones  under  ordinary  circumstances,  but  which 
should  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  at 
the  present  juncture.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  only  take  the  day  now  proposed,  but 
Gbny  other  private  members'  days  that  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  deal  efficiently  and 
quickly  with  the  financial  and  other  proposals 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  honourable  member  moved  this  motion,  but 
I  believe  the  reason  he  gave  for  asking  thieit  it 
should  be  passed  was  that  otherwise  we  should 
not  be  able  to  close  the  session  before  Christ- 
mas. Well,  I  protest  against  that  as  a  reason. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Financial  Statement, 
and  I  am  trying  to  find  an  eloquent  passage  in 
it  in  which  the  Premier  speaks  of  Uie  neces- 
sity of  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of  all  in  the 
colony  at  the  present  time,  and  paints  in  the 
blackest  terms  the  position  into  which  the 
colony  has — ^I  do  not  say  fallen ;  I  cannot,  in 
all  honesty,  say  "  fallen,"  but  into  which  the 
colony  has  been  plunged  by  the  able  statesmen 
who  have  ruled  it  for  the  past  ten  years.  If 
it  were  psurliamentary  to  use  the  woxd,  aind  if 
there  were  "  duffers  "  in  the  House,  which,  of 
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course,  there  are  not,  I  would  say  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  six  or  seven  of  the  greatest 
>« duffers"  among  us  to  have  managed  to  put 
the  colony  in  a  worse  position  than  it  is  in  at  the 
present  moment.  Sir,  I  want  to  know  where 
the  alleged  self-sacrifice  is  to  come  in.  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  consider  it  self- 
sacrifice  to  send  us  home,  while  he  stays  hero 
enjoying  £1,200  or  £1,500  a  year  ?  Is  it  self- 
sacrifice  to  cut  down  the  salaries  of  officials  ? 
Is  it  self-sacrifice  to  ask  rich  men  to  give  up 
a  few  pounds  of  honorarium  ?  All  this  seems 
to  me  like  the  sacrifice  of  others,  and  there  is 
no  self-sacrifice  in  the  whole  matter.  It  is  the 
purest  of  shams.  If  we  are  to  have  self-sacri- 
nee  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  we  can 
riiow  it,  and  that  is,  to  stay  here  and  do  the 
work  of  the  country  until  it  is  properly 
finished.  That  is  the  duty  which  I  maintain 
the  country  calls  upon  us  to  do  without  dis- 
tinction ;  and  to  talk  of  leaving  at  Christmas, 
to  my  mind,  is  almost  criminal — to  go  home 
and  leave  the  country  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  is.  That  there  should  be  an  adjourn- 
ment, commencing  about  the  middle  of  De- 
cember, I  quite  agree  ;  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  come  back  again.  Can 
any  one  give  a  reason  ?  Will  any  one  show  me 
another  Parliament  in  the  world  that  attempts 
to  do  its  work  in  the  time  in  which  we  attempt 
to  do  the  work  of  this  country  ?  The  Victorian 
Parliament  sits  six  or  seven  or  eight  months. 
Even  the  Imperial  Parliament,  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  local  works,  sits  for  seven 
months ;  and  I  notice  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  local  works,  sics  for  a  long  time.  Every 
Legislature  in  the  colonies,  every  Legislature 
in  the  world,  sits  for  a  longer  period  thsun  we 
sit  here.  If  you  want  to  have  short  sessions, 
simplify  your  system  of  government,  get  rid  of 
your  Public  Works  Statement,  and  remit  all 
the  work  that  can  be  locally  done  to  the  local 
bodies,  and  then  you  may  have  short  sessions. 
But  to  talk  of  self-sacrifice  is  the  purest  sham, 
if  we  only  mean  by  that  term  the  reduction 
of  the  session  to  a  period  of  two  months. 
There  is  no  honourable  member  amongst  us 
who  does  not  know  that  it  is  impossible  to  do 
the  work  properly  in  that  time.  I  have  no 
objection  at  all,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to 
the  Government  taking  as  many  days  as  they 
like,  if  they  do  not  inteHere  with  the  important 
work  which  some  private  members  have.  But 
I  protest  against  shams,  and,  above  all,  against 
the  great  sham  of  talking  about  self-sacrifice, 
when  we  are  not  prepared  to  carry  it  out  in 
the  only  efficient  way.  There  was  one  impor- 
tant Bill  introduced  in  the  early  days  of  this 
session — Sir  George  Grey's  Land  Settlement 
Bill.  Bespecting  that  Bill  the  Premier  himself 
said  that  the  agitation  of  the  question  in  the 
country  had  had  the  efiect  of  imsettling  men's 
minds,  therefore  it  was  thought  best  by  the 
Government  to  face  the  question.  And  the 
question  is  to  be  faced  by  taking  one  of  the  da3r8 
on  which  it  is  possible  to  consider  it !  Wednes- 
day is  taken  now ;  Thursday  will  be  taken  next 
ureek ;  and  every  opportunity  of  private  members' 
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business  coming  on  for  consideration  will  be 
gone.  I  know  I  am  rubbing  a  little  against 
the  grain  to-night;  but  I  am  telling  honour- 
able Jinembers  what  I  really  think.  I  know 
honourable  members  are  anxious  to  get  home ; 
yet  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  strong  opin- 
ion that,  if  we  do  our  duty  to  the  country,  we 
shall  adjourn  instead  of  proroguing,  and  we 
shall  be  back  here  again  at  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary or  early  in  February,  and  so  endeavour  to 
complete  the  work  which  we  have  to  do.  I 
have  before  me  the  pioture  of  what  is  going  to 
happen  if  we  do  not  follow  this  course.  We 
shall  meet  again  early  next  year,  and  then  we 
shall  have  to  discuss  a  new  Budget,  a  new 
Address  in  Beply,  new  measures  of  every  kind ; 
and  in  a  short  time  we  shall  again  hear  the 
cry,  **  It  is  time  to  go  home : "  and  we  shall 
face  the  work  next  year  no  more  than  we  are 
facing  it  now.  If  we  really  desire  to  show  a 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  we  cannot  do  better  than 
face  the  question  as  to  how  we  can  thoroughly 
and  efficiently  overtake  the  work  we  have  to 
do,  and  which  the  country  desires  of  us. 

Mr.  PISH. — I  have  every  sympathy  with  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  go  on  with  the 
business  as  rapidly  as  possible;  and  I  cannot 
but  recognise  that,  though  honourable  mem- 
bers may  say  they  are  prepared  to  stay  here  for 
an  indefinite  period,  as  soon  as  we  approach 
Christmas  a  majority  of  the  House  will  be 
in  favour  of  proroguing;  and,  that  being  the 
case,  I  feel  that  we  must  have  a  short  session, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment all  the  time  which  they  may  require  for 
getting  on  with  their  business.  At  the  same 
time,  I  feel  considerable  sympathy  with 
honourable  members  who  have  on  the  Order 
Paper  Bills  which  they  think  of  importance, 
although  I  myself  believe  that  there  in  a  great 
deal  too  much  private  legislation  in  this  House. 
I  do  not  think  honourable  members  ought  to 
burden  the  Order  Paper  with  so  many  Bills  as 
they  do.  There  are  a  number  of  Bills  brought 
in  session  after  session  by  private  members 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Government  or  not  at  all.  This  attempt  at 
legislation  on  the  part  of  private  members  is, 
in  a  majority  of  cases,  neither  satisfactory 
nor  desirable.  If  private  members  have  mea- 
sures which  they  want  to  see  carried  into 
law,  unless  the  Government  of  the  day  thinks 
they  ought  to  be  passed  I  hardly  think  private 
members  ought  to  have  so  much  latitude 
as  they  have.  The  House  ought  to  express  an 
opinion  in  some  way — ^and  I  think  some  way 
might  easily  be  found — as  to  whether  Bills  pre- 
sented by  private  members  are  such  as  should 
be  proceeded  with  or  not.  Session  after  session 
we  see  much  waste  of  time  owing  to  the  Bills 
put  on  the  Order  Paper  by  private  members, 
and  then  at  the  end  of  the  session  there  is  what 
is  called  "  a  massacre  of  the  innocents."  I  wsks 
about  to  suggest  whether  the  Government  could 
not  see  their  way  to  give  private  members  Mon- 
day evening  for  the  prosecution  of  their  Bills. 
If  that  could  be  arranged,  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  fall  in  with  the  views  of  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  have  Bills  on  the  Order 
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Paper.  I  think  some  of  those  Bills  may  be 
looked  upon  as  importAQt,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  them  discussed. 

Major  STEWARD.  — I  would  suggest  that 
the  Government  business  take  precedence  from 
half-past  seven  to-morrow.  From  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Order  Paper  it  is  not  improbable 
that  private  memberj  would  be  able  to  get 
through  the  whole  of  their  business  to-morrow 
afternoon ;  and,  if  that  were  so,  and  the  Go- 
vemment  would  simply  ask  for  precedence  at 
half-past  seven,  the  desires  of  all  parties  would 
be  served. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — I  intend  to  vote  with  the 
Government  on  this  occasion,  for  the  reasons 
given  by  some  honourable  members  who  have 
previously  spoken.  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  the 
policy  of  the  Government  fairly  before  the 
country,  so  that  we  can  deal  with  it.  A  num> 
her  of  these  private  Bills  could  stemd  over  with- 
out any  injury  to  any  one,  and  on  this  ground  I 
intend  to  support  the  Government.  There  is 
another  reason  also.  There  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  out  of  work  in  this  colony,  and  we 
want  to  know  what  the  Gk>venunent  are  going 
to  do  in  the  direction  of  aiding  them  to  get 
work,  and  we  cannot  know  that  until  we  get 
the  Public  Works  Statement  —  in  fact,  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government ;  and  then  we 
shall  bo  able  to  judge  fairly  as  to  whether  the 
Government  are  worthy  of  our  support  or  not. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  ideaof  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  in  regard  to 
ease  is  different  from  my  idea,  for  I  do  not  look 
forward  to  the  adjournment  of  this  Parliament 
for  three  or  four  months  as  bringing  to  mo  an 
easy  tinie.  So  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging, 
times  will  be  harder  for  the  Government  than 
they  are  at  present.  But  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
House  just  to  consider  this  :  What  is  really  the 
work  of  the  country  at  the  present  time  ?  No 
retrenchment  can  begin  at  all  in  any  form 
until  this  House  rises.  The  work  of  the  House 
is  to  say  what  retrenchment  shall  take  place, 
and  it  will  then  be  for  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  tells 
us  that  we  must  sacrifice  ourselves  by  staying 
here  and  coming  back  to  stay  longer,  what  he 
really  means  is  that  we  are  to  sacrifice  the 
country.  All  this  is  talk.  By  far  the  largest 
number  of  the  private  Bills,  or  the  Bills  of 
private  members,  are  Bills  that  can  very  well 
stand  over;  and  the  time  spent  on  these  is  sheer 
waste  of  time  and  of  much  public  money, 
especially  when  we  consider  that  it  prevents 
retrenchment  taking  place.  I  would  also  point 
out  this :  This  is  practically  a  special  session  ; 
it  is  not  an  ordinary  session;  it  is  an  extra- 
ordinary session  called  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, and  is,  I  submit,  really  called 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  coun- 
try's business  and  reforming  the  government. 
I  agree  with  many  of  the  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper ;  but  we  must,  if  we  are  sensible 
business  men,  if  we  have  really  come  to  do 
what  the  country  wishes  us  to  do,  put  these 
matters  aside  and  deal  with  the  pressing  needs 
of  the  country ;  and  I  ask  honourable  members 
Mr.  Fish 


whether  the  work  which  has  been  sketched  oirt 
by  the  Government  is  not  as  much  as  PacUi^ 
ment  can  get  through  in  the  time  at  it6^»> 
posaJ.  It  is  most  desirable,  in  the  poblie 
interests,  that  Parliament  should  rise  at  the 
earliest  date  it  can,  because  until  it  does  nae 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  begin  the  real  retreneh- 
ment  that  is  necessary,  all  the  eloquence  of 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Pacnell 
about  the  shams  of  self-sacrifice  to  the  contiacj 
notwithstanding.  I  say  that  to  come  here  in 
January  and  February  would  be  sacrificing  the 
country,  and  that  it  would  be  m airing  attempts 
at  business,  while  it  would  be  really  retaid- 
ing  the  business  of  the  coimtry.  I  should  h&ve 
thought  my  honourable  friend  had  been  long 
enough  in  Parliament  to  know  the  difference 
between  the  duty  of  Parliament  and  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  Government,  and,  if  he  does 
not,  I  can  only  say  the  sooner  the  Executive 
(xovemment  sets  to  work  to  do  its  duty  the 
sooner  the  country  will  get  relief,  and  the 
sooner  the  country  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
work  which  Parliament  has  done.  With 
regard  to  the  eloquence  of  the  honouraUe 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  one  might 
have  thought,  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
appealed  to  the  House,  that  he  himself  had 
important  measures  down  for  consideraticoi 
to-morrow ;  but  he  has  not  a  Bill  on  the  Order 
Paper ;  and  all  the  present  motion  asks  is  that 
we  should  take  to-morrow.  I  have  not  said 
that  we  shall  not  want  other  Wednesdays.  I 
am  afraid  we  shall  have  to  take  them  ;  but  be- 
fore the  honourable  gentleman,  with  bis  usual 
eloquence,  appealed  to  us  about  the  waste  of 
the  work  of  years  he  should  have  seen  whether 
he  had  any  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
he  should  have  waited  until  he  was  attacked 
before  speaking  as  he  did.  He  refers  to  the 
case  of  the  British  Parliament.  Why,  there  is 
only  one  day  in  the  week  there  in  which  the 
Bills  of  private  members  take  precedence,  and 
that  is  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  sessicm, 
for  very  soon  Government  orders  of  the  day  are 
set  down  and  take  rank  as  they  are  set  down; 
and  as  they  get  towards  the  end  of  the  session 
the  Government  take  that  away  also.  Sir,  I 
should  have  been  very  glad  indeed  to  sit  on 
Mondays.  I  shall  propose  to  sit  on  Mondays  as 
soon  as  the  Government  business  is  sufficiently 
forward  ;  but,  as  I  said  in  moving  the  motion, 
the  time  of  the  Government  has  been  taken  up 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  it. 
We  have  been  sitting  all  day  long,  and  until 
we  get  a  little  further  forward  wi&  the  busi- 
ness before  the  House  we  cannot  sit  on  Mon- 
days ;  but  we  shall  sit  on  Mondays  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  the  Government  are  anxious 
to  bring  the  sitting  of  Parliament  to  a  concla- 
sion  as  soon  as  possible,  not,  as  has  been  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  sitting  with  the  ribbons,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
motion,  and  I  shall  be,  as  I  have  said,  glad  to 
help  private  members  as  much  as  I  can ;  but 
it  seems  to  us  that  Government  business  is  the 
business  that  Parliament  should  now  do. 
The  House  divided. 
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Anderson 

Atkinson 

Bazton 

Beethom 

Braoe 

Bnchanon 

Oadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feigns 

Fisher 

Graham 

Grimmond 

Hall 

Hamlin 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Ballance 

Blake 

Buxton 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Pitohett 

Fraser 

Grey 

Hutchison 


Atbs,  48. 
Hodgkinson 
Izard 
Jackson 
Lance 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
Mills 
Moat 
Monk 
Oimond 
Pearson 
Pyke 

Noes,  26. 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Kerr 

Levestam 
Loughrey 
Moss 

O'Gallaghan 
Parata 
Bichardson,  E. 


Khodes 

Richardson,  G. 

Kussell 

Samuel 

Seymour 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taylor 

Thompson,  K. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Wilson 

Withy. 

tellers, 
Allen 
Tanner. 


Steward,  W.  J. 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Walker 

Ward. 

Tellers, 
Fish 
Reeves,  W.  P. 


For, 
Pulton 
Marchant 
Ross 
Whyte. 


Pairs. 


Against, 
McKonzie,  J. 
Vogel 
TumbuU 
Guinness. 


Majority  for,  28. 
The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  16th  November,  1887. 

Hon.  John  Johnston. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
alf-past  two  o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

HON.  JOHN  JOHNSTON. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  my  pain- 
ful duty  to  communicate  to  honourable  gentle- 
men the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  a 
very  old  and  highly-respected  member  of  this 
Council,  the  Hon.  John  Johnston. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  regret  very 
much  that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  within  so  few 
days  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  Council 
on  account  of  such  a  melancholy  event  as  the 
death  of  another  of  our  members.  Only  a  few 
days  ago  I  had  to  move  that  the  Council  do 
adjourn  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Wi  Tako  Ngatata,  one  of  our  members. 
Now  we  have  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
another  of  our  members,  the  Hon.  John 
Johnston.  All  those  who  knew  the  Hon. 
3Ir.  Johnston  and  have  watched  his  oazeer  in 


New  Zealand  for  many  years  will  acknowledge 
that,  as  a  man  of  business,  and  in  his  social 
relations,  he  was  a  man  who  was  very  much 
respected.  He  has  been  a  member  of  our 
Council  for  a  large  number  of  years,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  it  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
he  has  been  a  thoroughly-efficient  member.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  we  do 
usually  on  such  occasions,  to  adjourn  forth- 
with, without  transacting  any  business.  I 
therefore  move  the  adjournment  of  the  Coun- 
cU. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  16th  November,  1887, 

Bill  discharged— Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  Julias 
vogel. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars  Bill. 

PRIVILEGE :  WORDS  USED  BY  SIR 
JULIUS  VOGEL. 

Adjourned  debate  on  the  question,  ''That  the 
Hon.  Sir  J.  Vogel  be  called  upon  to  apologize 
for  the  words  used  when  Mr.  Speaker  'named' 
him,  and  that  he  be  admonished  by  Mr. 
Speaker  for  the  use  of  such  language ;  '*  and 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto,  **  To  omit  all 
the  words  of  the  question  after  the  first  word, 
'  That,'  and  to  insert  the  following  in  lieu 
thereof :  *  the  Hansard  report  of  the  words 
used  by  the  member  for  Cnristchurch  North, 
and  for  which  he  wsks  "  named "  by  the 
Speaker,  be  procured,  so  that  the  House  may 
deal  fairly  with  the  honourable  member  thus 
"named."'" 

Major  ATKmSON.—Before  you  call  on  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  I  beg  to  move.  That  the  House 
adjourn  till  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 
I  have  not  seen  my  way  clearly  what  recom- 
mendation to  make  to  the  House  with  regard 
to  this  question  of  privilege  now  before  us,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  consent  to  the  extension 
of  time.  I  think  it  probable  that  by  this  even- 
ing we  may  have  arrived  at  what  may  be  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  a  rather  difficult  ques- 
tion. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  stating  that  I  think  it  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted  that  during  the  debate  which  has 
lately  taken  place  on  ttus  question  of  privilege 
you,  Sir,  have  not  been  treated  with  that  re- 
spect which  it  is  becoming  for  the  House  always 
to  show  towards  the  Chair.  The  fact  is,  that 
this  has  not  been  the  case;  and,  unless  we 
show  that  respect  in  such  an  Assembly  as  this, 
we  shall  soon  lose  that  character  which  we 
once  possessed,  of  being  one  of  the  best-con- 
ducted  and  most  dignified  Assemblies  in  the 
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colonies.  There  is  another  matter  I  wish  to 
speak  to.  The  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den  has  been  very  ill  used  during  the  debate 
—  exceedingly  ill  used.  He  has  been  **  sat 
upon  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  should  like  to  draw  the 
lionourable  gentleman's  attention  to  this  cir- 
oumstance  :  that  on  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  it  is  not  competent  to  refer 
to  any  business  set  down  on  the  Order  Paper. 
That  can  come  on  in  its  proper  place. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  point  of  order,  if  you 
will  allow  me  to  state  it,  Sir,  is  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  referring  to  a  previous  de- 
bate. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— Very  well ;  I  will  take 
another  opportunity  of  making  my  remarks. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  should  like  to  ask  the 
question,  before  we  go  further,  with  all 
due  deference  and  respect,  when  the  question 
of  privilege  comes  on  at  half-past  seven,  will 
the  order  you.  Sir,  made  yesterday,  that  the 
galleries  be  cleared,  stand  good  ? — will  the  gal- 
leries be  cleared  and  the  Press  and  Hansard 
reporters  be  excluded,  as  in  the  previous  action 
taken  in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— My  order  clearing  the  gal- 
leries only  applied  to  yesterday.  Unless  the 
House  or  the  Speaker  may  think  proper  to  clear 
them  to-day  they  will  not  be  cleared. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  that  case,  I  shall  support 
the  adjournment,  and  shall  endeavour  as  far  as 
possible,  taking  into  consideration  yourself,  Sir, 
and  the  honourable  member  affected  by  the 
question,  and  consistently  with  what  is  duo  to 
the  House  and  to  that  honourable  gentleman, 
to  bring  about  an  arrangement.  I  would  say 
this  :  that  I  should  not  be  prepared,  myself,  to 
agree  to  the  adjournment  if  there  was  to  be  an 
understanding  that  the  Press  was  to  be  ex- 
cluded when  questions  of  privilege  are  discussed. 
I  should  want  no  further  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  great  danger  exists  by  their  exclusion  than 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  just  now  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace.  Sir,  in  the 
presence  of  the  gallery  the  honourable  member 
now  named  has  accused  honourable  members 
of  disrespect  to  you. 

Hon.  Members. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  may  observe  that  there 
is  no  reason,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  for  the  state- 
ment that  any  disrespect  was  shown  to  me. 
Nothing  approaching  disrespect  was  shown  to 
me  after  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  withdrew  yesterday. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  thank  you  for  being 
so  just  to  the  House  and  honourable  members 
in  making  that  explanation ;  but,  without  that, 
no  doubt  the  impression  would  have  gone 
abroad  that  the  House  had  become  **a  bear- 
garden," because  the  Press  and  the  public 
were  excluded.  That  would  be  the  conclu- 
sion drawn  from  what  the  honourable  member 
stated.  But  I  say,  on  broad  general  grounds, 
that,  when  the  Speaker's  ruling  is  under  re- 
vision, or  when  the  conduct  of  an  honourable 
member  is  under  discussion,  in  justice  to  both 
the  Speaker  and  to  the  honourable  member, 
And  so  that  we  may  have  history  as  in  other 
Dr,  Eodgkinson 


cases,  we  should  have  the  discussion  on  record. 
Constitutional  matters  and  rulings  in  evezy 
case  should  be  reported.  Here  is  one,  I  sup- 
pose, of  the  most  vital  cases  ever  tried,  or  that 
ever  will  be  tried,  and  there  is  nothing  what- 
ever to  show  a  single  word  of  it.  I  believe  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  House,  as  it  is,  I  am  sure,  tho 
general  wish  of  the  public  throughout  the 
colony,  that  fair-play  should  be  given,  and  it 
is  not  just  or  fair  to  turn  the  House  into  a 
Star  Chamber  and  to  exclude  the  Press  and  the 
public.  I  have  seen  words  in  the  public  print 
attributed  to  me  that  were  never  uttered  by 
me.  They  were  carried  out  by  people  at  the  time ; 
party  feeling  ran  high,  and  people  were  biassed, 
and  upon  the  words  a  different  meaning  was 
placed  in  transmission  from  one  to  the  other. 
They  are  garbled  and  misleading.  And,  Sir,  to 
prevent  that,  and  to  give  fair-play  to  all  con- 
cerned, I  trust  that  the  order  clearing  the 
galleries  will  not  be  again  given,  and  that 
whatever  conclusion  may  be  arrived  at  will  be 
done  before  the  Press  and  before  the  public  of 
the  colony,  so  as  to  allow  the  public  to  judge 
as  between  the  parties  concerned.  I  do  not 
need  to  say  more,  except  that  in  approaching 
this  subject  I  feel  that  it  is  a  serious  one,  that 
the  progress  of  business  is  retarded  by  it,  and 
that  it  would  be 'well  if  the  affair  could  be 
settled  with  due  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  should  like  to  know  what 
objection  there  is  to  take  questions  and  notices 
of  motion. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Sir,  it  seems  hardly 
proper,  with  so  important  a  question  for  con- 
sideration, that  this  House  should  go  to  other 
matters  of  business ;  and  I  think  we  shall  want 
the  whole  of  the  time  at  our  disposal  in  order 
to  arrange  this  matter  satisfactorily.  The  Go- 
vernment, of  course,  except  in  the  interests  of 
the  House,  have  no  desire  in  the  matter ;  but  it 
does  seem  to  the  Government  desirable  not  to 
proceed  with  any  business  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  FISH.  — I  entirely  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  CentraL  I 
see  not  the  slightest  necessity  myself  for  the 
whole  of  this  afternoon  being  wasted;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  Premier,  how  was 
it  that  he  did  not  carry  out  this  rule  last  night» 
when  he  introduced  the  question  of  taking  away 
the  private  members'  days  when  this  matter  was 
left  unsettled?  He  is  therefore  hardly  con- 
sistent when  he  says  what  he  said  just  now. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  terrible  waste  of  time 
to  adjourn  from  now  to  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
We  might  clear  the  Order  Paper  of  the  ques- 
tions on  it.  I  have  no  doubt  an  adjournment 
is  the  proper  thing,  and  do  not  object  to  it ;  but 
I  do  object  to  its  being  agreed  to  before  the 
questions  have  been  cleared  ofiE. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  it  is  all  very  well  for 
honourable  members  who  have  nothing  to  do 
in  the  interval  to  find  fault  with  time  being 
given  to  this  question ;  but  we  have  a  task  of 
very  great  difficulty  before  us,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  for  the  House  for  a  moment  to 
begrudge  the  proper  time  for  this  poxpose. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  hope  the 
adjonznment  will  be  consented  to,  because, 
ftfter  all,  the  preservation  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  this  House  should  take  precedence 
of  everything.  But  my  object  in  rising  just 
now  is  not  so  much  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  adjournment  as  to  ask  you,  as  a  point  of 
order,  whether  it  would  be  proper  and  compe- 
tent in  you.  Sir,  to  give  us  an  opinion,  with  a 
view  to  facilitating  the  business  of  the  House 
to-night — to  give  us  your  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  the  original  question 
pat  upon  the  Order  Paper.  I  understood  you 
to  say  yesterday  that  you  had  not  seen  it,  or  to 
imply  that  you  had  not  seen  it,  and  that  none 
of  the  officers  of  the  House  had  drawn  your 
attention  to  the  original  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-— I  had  seen  it,  but  my  at- 
tention had  not  been  drawn  to  it  particularly. 
I  had  seen  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  beg  your  par- 
don. Sir.  Then,  having  had  further  opportunity 
for  observing  its  nature  and  tendency,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  ask,  as  a  point  of  order,  whether 
you  could  now,  with  a  view  of  facilitating  the 
discussion  to-night,  give  us  your  opinion  upon 
it? 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— -I  may  state  that  the  first 
time  I  saw  the  question  was  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing. It  struck  me  as  being  a  peculiar  ques- 
tion, and  I  said  to  myself,  "  I  wonder  what  it 
refers  to.  Does  it  refer  to  clerks,  or  to  mes- 
sengers, or  to  constables?"  I  took  no  more 
notice  of  it  until  I  again  went  over  the  Order 
Paper  either  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  morn- 
ing ;  and  again  the  same  idea  occurred  to  me, 
"What  is  it  all  about?"  The  reason  that 
the  idea  occurred  to  me  was  this:  that  I 
was  not  aware  of  any  messengers  belonging 
to  this  House  having  been  taken  away  from 
attending  to  any  other  honourable  members ; 
nor  did  I  know  anything  about  constables; 
and  it  struck  me  as  a  peculiar  question, 
and  I  said  to  myself,  **  Probably  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  '* — whose  duty  it  is  to  draw  my 
attention  to  anything  he  considers  might  be 
regarded  as  ofiensive — *'  does  not  consider  the 
question  objectionable,  as  he  has  not  drawn  my 
attention  to  this.*'  Nor  did  any  member  of  the 
House  make  any  allusion  to  it  during  the  three 
or  four  days  it  was  on  the  Order  Paper.  Had 
I  known  tLhat  it  had  such  a  personal  reflection 
upon  a  member  of  the  House  as  it  appeared  it 
did  contain,  I  should  have  required  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  to  modify  the 
question,  so  that  it  would  not  contain  an  offen- 
sive reflection  upon  a  member  of  the  House. 
That  was  the  position  in  which  I  was.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  seeing  that  these  persons 
were  not  in  attendance  upon  a  member  of  this 
House,  another  honourable  member  was  not 
justified  in  framing  a  supposititious  case,  and 
putting  a  question  which  had  a  personal  reflec- 
tion upon  a  member  of  the  House.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  will  understand  that, 
had  I  known  exactly  what  the  gist  and  bearing 
f  the  question  was,  I  should  have  required  him 
ither  to  withdraw  it  altogether,  or  so  modify 
t  as  not  to  contain  the  personal  reflection 


and  offensive  insinuation  which  it  really  ap^ 
peared,  on  explanation,  to  have. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  understand, 
then.  Sir,  from  your  exj^lanation — or  rather  I 
wish  -tp  know  if  I  am  right  in  deducing  from 
your  eocplanation— that  now,  viewing  the  ques- 
tion as  it  was  originally  put  and  now  stands, 
it  was  what  you,  Sir,  would  term  an  offensive 
one. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  may  be  mis- 
taken, and  therefore  I  wish  to  make  it  clear. 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.  Sir,  for  the 
explanation,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  you  think 
now — understanding  the  gist  of  the  question  as 
it  was  originally  placed  and  now  remains  o& 
the  Order  Paper— I  understand  you  to  say  that 
in  your  opinion  it  was  an  offensive  one. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That,  when  explained,  ifc 
contains  a  personal  reflection  that  could  not 
have  been  considered  otherwise  than  of  on 
offensive  nature. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  was  stopped  when  he  was  raising  a 
question  of  this  kind.  Shall  we  now  be  allowed 
to  debate  what  has  passed  ?  Will  fair  oppor- 
tunity be  given  to  us  to  ask  questions  in  order 
that  you,  Sir,  may  answer  them  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  asked  me  a  question,  which  I 
have  explained. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  amounted,  absolutely,  to  a 
discussion  which  was  prohibited  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace.    He  was  stopped. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— He  was  stopped  seemg  that 
the  matter  must  come  up  at  its  proper  time, 
when  the  debate  will  be  resumed. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  was  defending  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden,  and  was  prevented  saying  any- 
thing in  defence  of  his  character.  Now  his 
character  is  assailed,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  was  stopped  when  he  was  about 
defending  it.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  should  not  have  been  stopped.  I 
think  some  honourable  member  can  introduce 
some  amendment  or  take  some  course  that  will 
enable  us  now  to  express  our  views  with  equal 
justice,  I  think,  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  as  an  accusation  has  been  made 
against  him,  and  a  very  severe  one. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  intended  no 
reflection  whatever  on  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden,  but  merely  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
with  a  view  to  our  guidance ;  and  I  quite  re- 
cognise that  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den may  have  made  a  mistake,  and  yet  that 
no  reflection  may  be  cast  upon  his  motieves. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
"  waste  time."  I  am  a  new  Maori  member  of 
this  House.  Since  we  commenced,  I  see  there 
has  been  nothing  done  yet.  Therefore  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time.  Yesterday 
I  had  two  important  Bills  on  the  Order  Pa^ 
in  the  interests  of  my  poor  people— the  Native 
Land  Court  Repeal  Bill  and  the  Maori  Relief 
Bill.  Yesterday  they  were  numbered  7  and  8 ; 
but  now  they  are  down  to  24,  and  I  suppose 
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before  the  end  of  the  week  they  will  be  down 
to  50  or  60.  I  am  here  for  the  protection  of 
the  poor  Maori  people  ;  and  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment and  this  House  will  look  to  the  Maori 
interests.  There  is  fighting  between  the  white 
people  enough.  Nothing  is  said  about  the 
poor  Maori.  Here  is  a  Bill  in  my  hand.  It 
seems  the  House  and  tho  Government  take  no 
interest  in  it.  It  is  a  great  wrong  for  us  to 
waste  public  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  with  respect 
to  the  point  of  order  directly  addressed  to  your- 
self, I  trust  the  House  and  yourself  will  accept 
the  question  I  put  in  a  proper  and  friendly 
spirit.  That  is  the  way  I  intend  it.  On  read- 
ing a  paragraph  which  appears  in  this  morning's 
paper  hashed  **A  Remarkable  Scene,"  I  find 
the  following  words : — 

**  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  with  regard  to 
the  member  for  Marsden,  and  I  am  willing  to 
make  every  allowance  for  his  want  of  know- 
ledge of  tiie  world,  of  men,  and  of  manners. 

"  The  Spxak£B  said  he  could  not  allow  this 
expression,  and  called  upon  Sir  Julius  to  with- 
draw it. 

"Sir  J.  YoGEL. — I  am  going  to  speak  very 
plainly 

"  The  Speaker. — Do  you  persist  in  using  those 
words  ?  You  must  withdraw  them.  As  I  have 
before  said,  nothing  is  more  essential  to  the 
proper  conduct  of  business  than  that  there 
should  be  proper  and  gentlemanly  conduct  and 
language  used  between  members." 

Now,  on  reflection  and  after  the  whole  thing 
is  over,  the  question  I  would  put  to  you.  Sir,  is, 
making  full  allowance  for  what  you  yourself 
have  admitted — the  question  itself  being  some- 
what briefly  answered — would  you  now  con- 
sider that  those  words — "  I  am  willing  to  make 
every  allowance  for  his  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  world,  of  men,  and  of  manners" — ^are  objec- 
tionable, and  would  you  say  they  were  unparlia- 
mentary and  should  be  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  BUGHANAN.^May  I  ask  if  that  is  a 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.--The  words  were  that  the 
member  referred  to  was  not  acquainted  with 
good  manners,  which  led  me  to  suppose  that  it 
meant  that  that  honourable  member  was  not  a 
gentleman ;  and  that  is  language  which  I  shall 
not  tolerate  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  as  you  understood 
the  words.    Then,  Sir,  follow  these  words 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— These  are  not  points  of 
order.  I  have  answered  the  question  put  to 
me  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  — As  my  name  has 
been  brought  up  prominently  before  the  House 
in  this  matter,  it  is  right  that  I  should  be 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words.  I  may  say  that 
in  putting  this  notice  on  the  Order  Paper  I 
had  not  the  slightest  idea  that  there  wsks  any- 
thing personal  in  the  question  in  reference  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North. 
My  object  in  putting  the  question  was  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
report  I  heard  about  the  streets  to  the  eflect 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  retained 
Mr.  Taiwhanga 


two  public  servants  in  his  employmeat  siiice 
he  resigned  as  a  Minister. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — I  rise  feo  a. 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  S  P  E  A  K  E  R.— Surely  the  honoarabla 
member  is  entitled  to  make  a  personBl  ex- 
planation ! 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  think  I  was  per- 
fectly justified  in  putting  that  question,  not 
only  in  justice  to  this  House,  but  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself ;  for,  if  these  re- 
ports were  true,  I  hold  that  every  member  ol 
this  House  was  affected  by  them,  and,  if  they 
were  not  true,  then  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  member  is  travelling  beyond  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  get  the  indulgence  ordinarily  ac- 
corded to  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WALKER.— He  said  all  this  yesterday. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— So  far  from  wishmg 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  the  honourable 
member,  I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing.  But, 
to  satisfy  myself  that  there  were  some  groonda 
for  these  reports,  I  made  inquiries 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Is  this  within  a  personal 
explanation  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member, 
having  been  reflected  upon,  is  entitled  to  make 
a  full  explanation. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  went  down  to  th» 
Government  Buildings  to  make  inquiries 
whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  these 
reports  or  not ;  and  the  result  of  those  in- 
quiries is  this : — 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.  — Is  the  honourable 
member  justified  in  explaining  what  stops  he 
has  taken  since  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentlemaii 
must  be  heard. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Honourable  members 
must  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that  because 
I  am  a  new  member  I  am  going  to  allow  other 
members  to  *'  sit  on  "  me.  If  they  think  so,  they 
make  a  great  mistake.  I  shall  defend  myaeif 
against  all  comers.  The  result  of  my  inquiries 
to-day  goes  to  show  this:  that  it  was  only  since 
this  notice  was  put  on  the  Order  Paper  that  any 
action  was  taken. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  must  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden  please  take  his  seat?  What  is 
the  x>oint  of  order  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  is  absent,  and  the  honour- 
able member  is  making  a  further  charge  against 
him  in  his  absence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — That  is  not  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  must  say  that 
it  shows  very  bad  taste  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  member 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  have  heard  yon. 
Sir,  time  after  time,  call  members  to  order  for 
imputing  bad  tasto  to  honourable  members  of 
this  House. 
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Ur.  SPEVAXSB.— Yon  must  not  impute  a 
wont  of  good  taste  to  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  am  much  obliged 
for  the  correction;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
wish  to  get  fair-play,  and  have  no  doubt  I  shall 
^t  fair-play  in  this  HoTise.  As  I  was  stating, 
it  was  only  since  the  notice  was  put  on  the 
Order  Paper  that  any  action  was  taken  to  send 
this  man  back  to  legitimate  occupation,  and  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  another  man  had 
to  be  put  on  to  do  his  duties.  And  I  am  also 
given  to  understand  that  the  Constabulary- 
man 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  allowed  you  to  ex- 
plain what  bears  upon  your  own  conduct ;  but 
you  must  not  go  on  to  say  anything  which  may 
reflect  upon  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
ohuroh  North;  and  these  remarks  can  be  far 
more  properly  mode,  if  necessary,  when  the 
matter  is  again  under  consideration.  As  far  as 
your  conduct  is  connected  with  the  matter  you 
are  at  liberty  to  explain. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  have  no  wish  to  go 
beyond  my  proper  limits,  but  I  wish  to  say  to 
the  House  tliat  I  had  some  grounds  for  the 
action  I  took;  and,  if  the  right  has  to  bo  taken 
from  private  members  to  raise  questions  of 
this  kind — involving  the  expenditure  of  public 
money — then,  I  say,  we  have  no  business  here. 
I  claim  as  a  right  to  be  allowed  to  look  into 
the  question  of  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  most  carefully;  and  I  maintain  that 
where  the  expenditure  of  public  money  is  in- 
volved there  should  be  no  secrecy.  The  con- 
duct of  every  member  of  this  House  is  above 
reproach,  or  it  should  be  so ;  and,  if  so,  where 
is  the  necessity  for  secrecy  ?  As  a  matter  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  public  money,  I 
thought  it  right  to  bring  it  before  the  House, 
but  it  must  not  be  thought  for  one  moment 
that  I  had  any  personal  motive  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  care  not  whether  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  is  in  oppo- 
sition or  is  a  member  of  the  Qovemmeut. 
That  makes  no  difference  to  me.  If  I 
notice  anything  approaching  to  extravagance 
or  the  improper  use  of  public  money  I  shall 
always  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  House.  Of  course  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  I  need  not  expect  to  be  able 
to  do  or  say  anything  that  will  please  some 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite ;  but  I  feel 
satisfied  that,  in  regard  to  any  action  I  may 
feel  compelled  to  take  in  reference  to  a  matter 
of  this  nature,  the  public  will  sustain  me  in  it ; 
and  I  do  not  admit  for  one  moment  that  I 
have  gone  beyond  my  rights  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Mr.  Speaker  says  you  have. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  do  not  wish  to  im- 
pugn anything  said  by  Mr.  Speaker;  but,  as 
for  giving  offence  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  North,  I  never  intended  or 
thought  of  such  a  thing.  I  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  reflecting  on  his  physical  in- 
firmities, and  I  am  sure  that  no  member  of  the 
House  would  ever  dream  of  such  a  thing.  I 
regret  very  much  that  this  storm  should  have 
arisen  out  of  nothing.     I  had  no  idea,  when 


I  put  my  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  that  it 
would  have  caused  such  an  unpleasant  scene  in 
the  House  as  took  place  yesterday ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  maintain  that  I  have  not  done 
anything  which  exceeded  my  rights  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  says  that,  though  a  new  member, 
he  will  not  be  *•  sat  iijon  "  by  this  House ;  but 
I  think  this  House  will  equally  refuse  to  allow 
any  member  to  insult  any  other  member,  whe- 
ther old  or  ypung.  You,  Sir,  stated  just  now 
that  the  question  put  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  be  considered  as  of  an  offensive 
nature  to  a  member  of  this  House.  Now,  that 
being  the  case,  although  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  he  had  no  idea  of  doing  wrong,  yet 
he  cannot  be  expected  to  plead  ignorance ;  and 
Sir,  after  your  ruling  that  this  question  must 
be  considered  ofiensive  to  this  House,  is  it  not 
incmnbent  on  him  to  apologize  to  the  House, 
or  to  the  honourable  member  reflected  on  ? 

Motion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  .—Sir,  before  you  call 
on  the  Orders  of  the  Day  I  have  to  request 
permission  to  say  two  or  three  words.  1  am 
requested  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  to  state,  in  refer- 
ence to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  this  afternoon,  that,  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  Government  took  ofl&oe, 
he  wrote  to  the  Premier,  asking  if  he  might 
retain  the  services  of  the  orderly  who  hod  been 
attending  him,  and  stating  that  he  would  re- 
pay to  the  Treasury  whatever  pay  the  orderly 
had  been  receiving.  The  Premier  courteously 
replied  in  the  afiirmative.  As  regards  the  mes- 
senger, some  two  weeks  since  the  Colonial 
Secretary  wrote  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  asking 
him  if  he  wished  to  retain  his  services.  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  wrote  back  in  the  negative,  some 
days  before  the  question  was  put  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  Premier  made  a  similar  statement 
to  the  House  last  night. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — In  reference  to  this.  Sir 
George  Whitmore,  head  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment, informed  me  and  other  honourable  mem- 
bers that  the  Premier  informed  him  to  this  ef- 
fect the  first  time  they  had  an  interview  on  the 
question  of  defence ;  and  in  the  memorandum 
that  was  senl,  as  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden,  he  distinctly  said  so,  and 
the  answer  was  sent  before  the  question  was 
put  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— In  explanation  of 
what  has  been  said,  what  I  most  distinctly 
stated  was  that  I  was  given  to  understand  that 
no  official  information  had  been  sent  to  the 
Defence  Office  up  to  the  time  of  the  question  > 
yesterday. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM. — By  whom  were  you  given 
to  understand  that? 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  went  to  the  Defence 
Office  this  morning  and  got  that  information, 
and  the  Defence  Minister  informed  me  that  no 
official  information  reached  that  office  of  this 
arrangement  before  yesterday. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Will  the  Minister 
of  Defence  mckke  an  explanation  as  to  that  ? 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— In  reference  to  the  me- 
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morandum  sent  by  Sir  George  Whifemore 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  all  I  can  aay  is, 
there  must  clearly  be  some  misunderstanding 
on  the  subject,  because  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  shortly 
after  I  assumed  office,  wrote  a  note  to  me 
and  asked  me  that,  if  it  was  not  a  public  in- 
convenience, he  should  be  allowed  to  retain 
for  a  short  time  the  services  of  theConstabulaiy- 
mon,  promising,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  for 
those  services  whatever  the  Government  were 
paying  that  man.  I  wrote  back  to  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  to  say  that  I  consented  to, that  arrange- 
ment, and  that  I  should  be  glad* if  I  could  do 
anything  else  for  his  convenience.  That  is  what 
took  place.  I  certainly  informed  Sir  George 
"Whitmore  of  it  as  Commander  of  the  Forces.  A 
short  time  after  that — the  exact  time  I  could 
not  say,  but  it  was  a  short  time  after  he  came 
to  see  me — I  .sent  the  letter  on,  after  telling  Sir 
George  Whitmore  of  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  think  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that,  after  the  explicit  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden,  the  Premier 
did  not  state  this  afternoon  what  he  has  stated 
now. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  did  not  hear  him 
make  the  statement. 

Mr.  WALKER. — T  am  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not ;  but,  unquestionably,  it  left 
on  the  minds  of  honourable  members,  even  the 
honourable  member's  friends,  that  he  had  been 
this  morning  to  the  Defence  Office  and  had  got 
some  recent  and  more  accurate  information. 
I  am  sorry  to  add  one  word  which  might  en- 
gender feeling  on  either  side  of  the  House ; 
but  I  cannot  help  saying  that  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  some  honourable  member  on  the 
Government  benches  did  not  state  that  the 
honourable  member  for  ^larsden  this  afternoon 
could  not  have  obtained  from  the  Defence 
Office  this  morning  what  he  stated  this  after- 
noon he  believed  he  had  obtained. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  look  at  it  in 
that  light,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able member  should  make  such  a  statement. 
I  made  an  explicit  statement  to  the  House 
yesterday  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I 
think  the  statement  of  the  Premier  is  a  suffi- 
cient statement  until  it  has  been  contradicted 
by  anybody.  The  honourable  member  for 
Marsden  made  to-day  a  general  st-atement.  I 
did  not  hear  it  all ;  but,  so  far  as  I  heard  it,  I 
understood  him  to  refer  to  the  Constabulary- 
man,  whom  I  referred  to.  Apparently  he  re- 
ferred to  the  messenger  who  remained  with  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
left  the  Government,  and  not  to  the  Constabu- 
lary-man at  all;  and  my  honourable  friend 
the  Minister  of  Defence  told  him  at  once  that 
he  was  making  a  mistake.     . 

Mr.  FISH.— Why  did  he  not  withdraw  his 
statement  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  why.  He 
might  have  had  some  other  information:  I 
cannot  tell  at  all.  But  I  do  not  think  this  sort 
of  thing  ought  to  go  on.  I  have  told  every- 
thing I  know  in  reference  to  the  matter,  ajid 
am  prepared  to  do  anything  ri^t  and  reason- 
able. 

Mr,  B.  Thompson 


Mr.  WALKER.— I  only  said  it  was  a  matter 
for  regret. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Well,  we  know  what 
regret  is. 

Mr.  WALKER.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  doubts  my  statement  when  I  say  that  it 
is  a  matter  for  regret,  I  still  repeat  my  state- 
ment— that  it  is  a  matter  for  regret. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  with  the  pennisaon 
of  the  House  and  the  honourable  gentleman  I 
would  say  that  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
arrange  so  that  this  matter  might  be  satisfac- 
torily settled,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned, 
between  you.  Sir,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  arrange  what  I 
bad  hoped  might  be  possible.  I  therefore 
propose  to  take  this  course,  and  I  think  it  is 
one  which  will  be  considered  moderate,  and 
will  satisfy  all  members  of  the  House,  and  at 
the  same  time  vindicate  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Speaker  and  the  dignity  of  this  House.  I  pro- 
pose to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion  of 
which  I  gave  notice.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  will  grant  me  that  or  not.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  sees  fit  to  do  that,  I  will  then 
ask  leave  to  move  the  following  motion :  That 
this  House  regrets  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  should  by  his  conduet 
have  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
"name"  him.  I  think  if  that  motion  were 
carried  the  whole  matter  would  be  disposed  of ; 
and  I  think.  Sir,  that  will  sufficiently  vindicate 
the  dignity  of  this  House,  and  I  think  also 
it  siiould  satisfy  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  and  also  his  friends — and  I 
think  ho  has  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
— and  I  think  the  honourable  member  should 
bo  quite  satisfied  with  the  course  proposed.  I 
hope  this  will  not  in  any  way  degenerate  into 
a  party  question,  and  I  hope  members  on  all 
sides  will  take  a  calm  view  of  the  matter.  I 
may  say  I  have  done  my  utmost  lo  bring  about 
a  reconciliation  in  the  matter,  and  I  suggest 
this  course  to  the  House  as  a  very  reasonable 
and  moderate  one,  and  one  which  may  be  satis- 
factory to  all  parties.  I  ask  leave,  therefore,  to 
withdraw  the  motion  standing  in  my  name. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Before  the  motion  is  with- 
drawn, the  amendment  will  also  have  to  be 
withdrawn.  Unless  the  honourable  member 
withdraws  his  amendment  I  oannot  allow  the 
motion  to  be  witlidrawn. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Might  we  have  the  motion 
read? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  motion  is  on  the  Order 
Paper. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  In  regard  to  the  course 
which  tho  honourable  gentleman  proposes,  I 
may  say  I  join  with  him  in  the  hope  that  if  it 
is  possible  to  effect  a  fair  settlement  of  this 
question,  and,  in  settling  it,  to  do  justice  to  aU 
concerned,  it  should  be  done.  Still,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  bp  fair  to  move  the  motion 
without  notice  having  been  given  in  the  usual 
way. 

Major  ATKINSON.— This  is  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  not  aware  of  it.  I 
understood  we  have  now  before  the  House  an 
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indictment  in  the  shape  of  a  motion  moved  by 
the  head  of  the  Government  and  the  leader  of 
the  House.  The  Premier  himself  admits  that 
he  has  made  a  mistake,  I  think. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No.  I  did  not  admit  it 
fttal). 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  understood  that  the 
homourablo  gentleman  admitted  that  the  ori- 
ginal motion  was  going  a  little  too  far,  and 
that  it  was  desirable  to  modify  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  strongly  recom- 
mend the  honourable  gentleman  not  to  follow 
that  line  of  argument.  If  this  is  to  be  accepted 
as  satisfactory  there  must  be  no  such  state- 
ment as  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  wish  to  irritate 
the  Premier,  but  I  have  my  duty  to  do ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  hold  views,  and  I  always 
have  expressed  and  I  always  will  express  my 
views  in  this  House.  If  my  temperament  will 
not  allow  me  to  make  statements  that  I  do 
not  believe  or  to  withhold  statements  that  I 
do  believe,  I  cannot  possibly  help  it ;  and  it 
would  nob  be  consistent  with  my  duty  to  this 
House  if  I  were  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Premier  will  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara ;  but  I  believe 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  would 
agree  to  bis  motion  to  a  certain  extent,  if  he 
would  take  out  the  words  "by  his  conduct." 
The  motion  would  be  quite  sufficient  without 
those  words.  I  say  it  is  sufficient  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Chriscchurch  North 
has  been  "  named  "  by  the  Speaker.  The  words  I 
have  mentioned  open  up  a  very  wide  question. 
If  the  Premier  would  strike  out  those  words  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  House 
will  accept  his  motion.  I  do  not  think,  myself, 
that  those  words  are  necessary.  They  would 
he  better  struck  out. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  invite  my  friends 
to  vote  against  the  amendment  and  against 
the  original  motion. 

The  words  of  Major  Atkinson's  motion  were 
then  struck  out. 

On  the  question.  That  the  words  of  Mr. 
Seddon's  amendment  be  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof, 

Major  ATKINSON.— May  I  ask  whether 
this  would  be  a  convenient  time  to  move  this 
amendment  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is.  That  the 
words  be  added  as  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara.  Somebody  who  has  not 
spoken  in  the  debate  is  at  liberty  to  move  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  beg  to  move.  That  this 
House  regrets  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North  should  by  his  conduct 
have  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
"  name  "  him. 

Mr.  BALLANGE.— It  appears  to  me  that 
the  amendment  is  very  much  stronger  in  the 
nature  of  a  censure  than  the  original  resolu- 
tion ;  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  saying  so. 
In  the  first  place,  the  original  resolution  refers 
to  words  which  the  honourable  member  for 


Ghristchurch  North  used  in  the  debate.  It  is 
quite  true  that  the  words  are  not  before  the 
House,  but  the  resolution  refers  to  words,  and 
the  question  turns  upon  what  those  words 
were.  .Now  the  amendment  traverses  the  con- 
duct of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
church North,  and  implies  that  his  conduct 
was  so  bad  that  the  Speaker  was  compelled  to 
"name"  him.  If  this  amendment  is  carried 
it  will  appear  on  the  Journals  of  the  House 
that,  under  the  Standing  Orders  referring  to 
such  matters,  the  conduct  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  of  so  disorderly  a  nature  that 
the  Speaker  was  compelled  to  "  name  "  him, 
whereas  under  the  original  motion  the  question 
was  as  to  what  words  he  used.  As  those  words 
were  not  before  the  House,  we  could  not  say 
that  they  were  disorderly,  and  therefore  I  re- 
peat that  this  amendment  is  far  more  severe 
than  the  original  motion.  No  member  of  the 
House  can  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North  was  dis- 
orderly, although  the  words  he  used  may  have 
been  unparliamentary.  I  am  drawing  the  dis- 
tinction between  conduct  and  words,  and  am 
not  prepared  to  defend  the  words.  Therefore 
I  think  the  amendment  is  not  only  more  severe 
than  the  original  resolution,  but  it  is  incorrect, 
in  implying  that  the  conduct  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  disorderly.  I  object  to  it, 
because  it  imputes  conduct  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  which  he  was  not  guilty. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — May  1  ask  the 
Premier  what  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North  he 
refers  to?  I  understood  that  it  was  words 
which  were  complained  of. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  conduct  to  which 
I  refer  was  when  Mr.  Speaker  "  named "  the 
honourable  member. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— What  is  that? 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  know  I  am  quite  incom- 
petent to  tell  him. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  he  cannot 
tell  me.  I  pointed  out>  last  evening  that  there 
ore  two  offences  which  a  member  of  this  House 
may  commit.  One  is  improper  conduct,  and 
the  other  is  the  use  of  unparliamentary 
language.  You,  Sir,  I  understood,  referred  to 
the  improper  conduct  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  North ;  but  the  Premiet 
brought  forward  a  motion  in  reference  to  what 
was  conceived  to  be  unparliamentary  language, 
and  with  regard  to  some  of  that  language  I 
think  we  are  all  agreed  that  it  was  out  of  place. 
But  what  is  now  proposed  is  that  we  should 
depart  from  the  question  of  the  unparliamentary 
language  used,  and  censure  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  for  his  con- 
duct ;  and  no  one  is  prepared  to  say  in  what 
respect  his  conduct  was  offensive  to  this  House, 
unless  the  use  of  unparliamentary  language  is 
disorderly  conduct.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man near  me  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  If  he  sa3r8 
that  the  use  of  unparliamentary  language  is 
the  same  as  disorderly  conduct  it  is  a  total  mis- 
interpretation of  our  Standing  Orders.    They 
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Mfer,  on  the  one  hand,  to  "what  is  popnlorly 
known  as  improper  conduct,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  unparliamentary  language.  Standing 
Order  136  says,— 

"  Any  member,  having  used  objectionable 
words,  and  not  explaining  or  retracting  the 
same,  or  offering  apologies  for  the  use  thereof 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  will  be  cen- 
sured, or  otherwise  dealt  with  as  the  House 
may  think  fit." 

That  was  the  rule  under  which  the  Premier 
moved  last  evening. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — Well,  then,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  know  under  what  rule  he 
moved.  Surely  in  a  matter  of  so  great  im- 
portance we  should  have  some  certainty  in  the 
proceedings.  I  submit  that  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion  could  refer  to  no  other 
rule  than  this  with  regard  to  unparliamentary 
language.  But  now  <^at  is  abandoned  by  the 
Premier,  and  what  he  complains  of  is  the  con- 
duct of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
cliurch  North.  That,  I  apprehend,  is  under 
Standing  Order  138,  which  says, — 

"  No  member  of  the  House  is  to  presume  to 
•make  any  noise  or  disturbance  whilst  any 
member  is  orderly  debating,  or  whilst  any  Bill, 
order,  or  other  matter  is  being  read  or  opened ; 
and  in  any  case  of  such  noise  or  disturbance 
Mr.  Speaker  is  to  call  upon  the  member  by 
name  making  such  disturbance ;  and  every 
such  person  will  incur  the  displeasure  and  cen- 
sure of  the  House." 

That  refers  to  conduct  oiitside  unparliamen- 
tary language.  The  matter  is  not  open  to  argu- 
ment ;  this  refers  to  conduct  outside  unparlia- 
mentary language,  and  I  ask  wherein  the 
conduct  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  is  censurable  in  this  respect. 
If  censurable  at  all,  it  is  for  using  unparlia- 
mentary language,  and  for  nothing  else.  But 
now  we  are  drifting  away  from  this  charge,  and 
the  Premier  is  attempting  to  fasten  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  charge  of  disorderly 
conduct,  which  must  be  making  "  any  noise  or 
disturbance."  Now,  has  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  been  guilty  of  any 
disorderly  conduct  whilst  any  other  member 
was  orderly  debating,  or  whilst  any  Bill,  order, 
or  other  matter  was  being  read  or  opened  ?  I 
apprehend  not.  I  appeal  to  honourable  mem- 
bers to  look  at  the  matter  from  a  dispassionate 
point  of  view,  and  to  say  wherein  the  conduct 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  has  been  disorderly.  I  could  under- 
stand the  original  position  taken  up  by  the 
Premier,  in  saying  that  the  language  was  un- 
parliamentary and  deserving  of  censure.  That 
is  an  understandable  charge;  but,  when  he 
withdraws  that  and  says  that  the  honourable 
member  has  been  guilty  of  disorderly  conduct, 
and  does  not  tell  us  what  that  conduct  is,  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  honourable  member  in 
the  House  can  say  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  was  guilty  of  dis- 
orderly conduct  under  the  Standing  Orders.  I 
appeal  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  tell  us 
Mr.  W.  D,  Stewart 


wherein  the  oondnet  of  the  honooxable  \ 
for  Christohuroh  North  was  diflotdedy. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  think— and  it  is  after  Urn 
reflection  allowed  to  us  by  the  adjoammeat  «C 
the  House — ^that  we  should  not  proceed  to  pMg 
a  resolution  of  censure  in  any  way  on  tha 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
without  something  definite  being  before  as. 
I  am  forced  to  that  conclusion  upon  caxefaUy 
considering  the  difference  between  conduct  and 
words.  If  it  is  the  conduct  o<  the  honouzable 
member  which  is  complained  of,  then  the  par- 
ticular conduct  should  be  stated  in  the  lesola- 
tion  proposed  by  the  Premier.  We  ought  to 
have  something  definite  as  to  the  condnct  eoift- 
plained  of.  I  feel,  in  sajing  this,  thai  I  am 
perhaps  going  beyond  the  rights  of  membeo 
in  considering  the  conduct  of  the  Chair.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  offence  oharged  againik» 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
is  the  having  used  certain  words,  and  that  no 
honourable  member  should  vote  for  censoring 
his  conduct  in  his  having  used  words  nnlo« 
that  member  was  not  only  in  the  House  at 
the  time  but  is  perfectly  certain  of  the  actual 
words  used.  Now,  if  that  rule  is  observed,  vacy 
many  members  of  this  House — I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  it  would  not  be  a  majority — will 
have  to  go  out  when  the  question  is  put.  I 
also  think  that  the  wording  of  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  might 
be  altered,  and  that  the  Government — ^who,  I 
recognise,  axe  anxious  to  come  to  an  amicable 
arrangement  of  the  matter — might  accept  a 
resolution  to  thi.^!  effect:  that  the  Hamtard 
report  of  the  words  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  and  for  which 
he  was  *'  named "  by  the  Speaker,  be  pro- 
cured, and  referred  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  his  conmient,  to  be  thereafter  returned 
to  the  House  so  that  the  House  may  deal 
with  the  honourable  member  thus  named. 
That  would  allow  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  to  see  his  ovm  words  as 
reported  in  Hansard^  and  he  could  then  for- 
nish  to  the  House  any  explanation  he  thought 
right.  May  lays  it  down  distinctly  that  every 
opportunity  should  bo  allowed  to  any  memb^ 
who  has  offended  against  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  reconsider  again  and  again  the  words 
used,  to  offer  a  proper  explanation  if  he  can  do 
so,  and,  if  not,  a  proper  expression  of  regret  for 
having  transgressed.  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment  will 
offer  some  such  opportunity  on  this  occasion. 
Through  you.  Sir,  having  ordered  the  Hantard 
reporters  to  withdraw  —  no  doubt  in  perfect 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  House — ^it  is 
impossible  to  have  a  correct  report  of  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  said 
before  he  withdrew  from  the  chamber.  Many 
say  that  he  expressed  his  extreme  regret  if  be 
had  used  improper  words ;  and,  if  so,  I  am  sure 
the  House  would  accept  that  expression  of  re- 
gret, and  would  not  be  disposed  to  pursue  this 
matter  further.  SpetJdng  plainly,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  do  so  on  the  subject,  I  think  there  are 
a  great  many  circumstances  which  would  lead 
us  not  to  insist  too  much — unduly — insisting,  in 
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iaot,  on  an  eztrame  observance  of  the  penal- 
ties for  the  offence  in  this  case.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  has  put  a  question 
whieh  you.  Sir,  have,  rightly  and  carefully, 
desonbed  as  one  which,  upon  full  examination 
of  the  whole  circumstances,  appears  to  you  to 
hare  been  to  a  certain  extent  offensive  to  a 
partioular  member  of  this  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North  certainly, 
after  tiie  question  was  put  and  answered, 
need  expressions  which  exceeded  those  ex- 
pKossions  which  one  honourable  member  should 
use  regarding  another  in  debate ;  but  I  would 
snfatmit  that  the  question  whether  the  first 
expression  for  which  he  was  checked  wSiS  im- 
proper or  not  was  a  very  fine  one,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  and,  if  a  fine  one,  perhans 
one  that  the  honourable  gentleman  may  be 
excused  for  having  been  mistaken  in.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  no  doubt  partly  through 
his  infirmity  of  not  hearing  plainly  —  be- 
cause one  cannot  possibly  have  sat  in  this 
House  without  having  been  painfully  conscious 
of  the  great  disadvantages  the  honourable 
gentleman  labours  under — did  not,  when  you 
oheoked  him,  conform  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  in  a  way  that  we  could  have  wished  him 
to  do ;  and  if,  as  I  have  no  doubt,  that  was  the 
cause  of  the  honourable  gentleman  not  obeying 
the  Chair  so  readily  as  he  would  have  done 
under  other  circumstances,  I  think  we  should 
not  deal  too  harshly  with  him.  I  therefore 
urge  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  be 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  actually 
are  the  words  which  were  attributed  to  him, 
and  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
perhaps  very  little  recollection  himself  now, 
and  that  he  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  giving  his  explanation  of  them,  and  of  assur- 
mg  the  House  that  he  regrets  having  used 
them.  I  trust  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  will  allow  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  question  that  oppor- 
tunity, especially  considering  the  high  position 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  occupied 
in  this  country,  and  not  place  a  stigma  upon 
him  unless  quite  unavoidable. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  quite  agree  with 
the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the  last 
speakers.  In  fact,  they  simply  reiterate  the 
remarks  which  I  made  myself  last  night ;  and 
it  is  in  consequence  of  those  remarks  which  I 
made  last  night  that  the  Premier  now  wishes 
to  alter  this  motion.  What  I  pointed  out  was 
— and  I  find  that  your  remarks,  Sir,  are  cor- 
rectly reported  in  the  Times — that  you  said 
this  :  **  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  the  language  you  are 
using  towards  this  House'* — not  *' conduct," 
observe,  but  "  the  language  you  are  using  to- 
wards this  House  " — **  is  so  disrespectful  that  I 
cannot  address  you  as  a  member  for  a  district, 
but  I  now  name  you  as  violating  the  good  taste 
due  from  one  member  to  another."  Those 
were  your  remarks,  Sir.  When  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  vTas  leaving  the  chamber  he  asked  under 
what  authority  you  named  him,  and  you  dis- 
tinctly stated  it  was  under  Standing  Order  138. 
Now,  I  would  point  out  to  you  that  Stand- 
ing Order  188  only  affects  the  conduct  of  mem- 


bers, and  therefore  that  Standing  Order  does 
not  apply.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  feel  that  you  were 
entirely  incorrect  in  what  you  did.  I  said  that 
last  niffht ;  and  the  fact  that  we  have  got  into 
this  debate  to-night,  and  the  fact  that  the  Pre- 
mier has  brought  down  this  motion,  bears  me 
out,  and  shows  that  I  took  the  correct  view. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  again  this  evening  that 
Sir  Julius  Vogertt  conduct  has  not  been  in 
question.  The  Standing  Order  has  already 
been  quoted,  but  I  will  read  it  once  more: 
**  No  member  of  the  House  is  to  presume  to 
make  any  noise  or  disturbance."  There  was  no 
interruption  of  the  debate;  there  was  no  dis- 
turbance at  that  time.  Then  the  Standing 
Order  goes  on :  '*  whilst  any  member  is  orderly 
debating,  or  whilst  any  Bill,  order,  or  other 
matter  is  being  read  or  opened.  In  case  of  such 
noise  or  disturbance  Mr.  Speaker  is  to  call 
upon  the  member  by  name  making*  such  dis- 
turbance." It  is  absolutely  absurd  to  say  that 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  interrupting,  or  making 
any  disturbance  at  all.  You  evidently  did  not 
consider  that  he  was  when  you  ** named"  him 
in  the  words  which  are  correctly  reported  in  the 
newspaper,  and  which  are  in  the  memory  of 
all.  Therefore  I  say,  with  all  respect,  that  in 
my  opinion  you  were  wrong.  I  also  would 
point  out,  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
dealing  with  an  honourable  member  for  lan- 
guage used  by  him,  that  May  lays  dovm  the 
particular  mode  of  procedure  m  that  case  very 
clearly.  And  here  the  Premier  was  wrong,  en- 
tirely wrong,  and  he  knows  it.  When  he 
moved  that  motion,  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
should  be  censured  for  using  certain  words, 
he  wSiS  proceeding  under  Standing  Order  186 ; 
but  the  procedure  under  that  Standing  Order 
against  members  for  having  used  unparliamen- 
tary language  is  that,  before  further  business 
goes  on,  the  words  must  be  taken  down.  May 
says  this  :  that  the  words  must  be  taken  down 
by  the  Clerk,  and  read  over  to  the  member; 
and  then,  if  he  admits  that  they  are  correctly 
taken  down,  the  course  is  clear.  If  he  disputes 
that  they  have  been  correctly  taken  down,  then 
the  House  hears  what  he  says  were  the  words, 
and  then  considers  itself  what  the  words  were. 
When  the  House  has  decided  on  that  point, 
then  the  member  is  called  upon  to  explain 
them,  and  apologize  for  the  use  of  them ;  and, 
if  he  does  not  apologize,  he  has  to  retire 
from  the  chamber  while  the  House  deaJs 
with  his  case.  That  is  the  procedure ;  but 
no  such  procedure  was  taken  in  this  case. 
The  Premier  now  finds  that  he  was  wrong, 
as  I  told  him  last  night;  and  he  now  comes 
down  and  endeavours  to  patch  matters  up 
by  wishing  to  alter  the  whole  procedure  in 
a  manner  to  the  prejudice  of  the  honourable 
member  who  is  now  out  of  the  House,  and 
knows  nothing  of  the  present  charge.  The 
procedure  is  clearly  laid  down,  and  we  should 
be  wrong  in  allowing  any  departure  from  it. 
The  truth  is  that  we  are  in  a  fix  about  this 
matter  because  the  proper  procedure  has  not 
been  adopted,  and  the  Premier  is  trying  to 
wri^Ie  out  of  it  by  taking  an  improper  course, 
and  all  because  he  would  not  listen  to  any 
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«argament  upon  the  matter  last  night.  It 
'Seems  to  me  impossible  for  as  to  deliberate 
upon  this  matter  as  we  ought  to  do  unless  we 
have  before  us  the  exact  words  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  is  accused 
of  having  used ;  and  of  course  it  is  to  get  rid 
of  the  incorrect  decision  as  to  the  method  of 
procedure  that  the  Premier  now  wishes  to 
amend  this  motion.  It  is  perfectly  clear  to 
my  mind  and  to  the  lalnds  of  honourable  mem- 
bers generally,  and  to  the  mind  of  the  public 
outside  the  House,  that  the  Premier  is  in  a  fix, 
•and  he  wishes  to  get  out  of  it ;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  should  let  him  get  out  of  it  by  break- 
ing through  the  rules  of  procedure.  If,  through 
his  negligence,  or  ignorance  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  he  has  got  into  a  difficulty  he  must 
get  out  of  it  as  best  ho  can.  Unless  we  have 
before  us  the  words  that  were  used  we  are  not 
in  a  position  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Mr.  BAKRON.— We  are  in  no  fix  at  all  if  we 
^ould  only  take  the  common-sense  view  of  the 
proceeding.  The  question  is  not  so  complicated 
as  honourable  members  will  endeavour  to  make 
it.  The  question  is,  whether  or  not  we  shall 
support  tne  ruling  of  the  Speaker:  it  is  the 
whole  of  the  question.  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
say,  without  going  into  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  is  one  which 
is  capable  of  being  traversed  or  not,  that  I 
should  hold  it  to  be  part  of  my  duty  to  support 
the  Speaker  though  I  believed  him  to  be  in  the 
wrong.  But  in  this  case  no  one  can  have  any 
doubt  that  the  Speaker  ruled  rightly  in  ac- 
oordance  with  his  judgment,  arrived  at  after 
olosely  observing  the  conduct  and  listening 
to  the  words  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Obristchurch  North.  But  I  say  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  considerations  which 
influenced  the  Speaker  in  forming  his  judg- 
ment, it  is  our  duty  loyally  to  support  the 
decision  which  ho  has  given,  and  it  is  our  duty 
now  to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  will  strengthen 
his  hands  in  maintaining  strict  order  in  debate 
■and  in  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
-and  at  the  same  time,  perhaps,  not  bear  too 
hardly  on  the  honourable  gentleman  whose 
oonduct  is  under  review.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  present  while  this  pro- 
tracted discussir^u  was  going  on,  his  own  good 
«ense  would  doubtless  have  weighed  with 
him,  and  he  would  have  been  able  to  save 
much  valuable  time  by  informing  the  Speaker 
that  he  had  been  carried  away  beyond  the 
lines  which  in  calmer  moments  he  would 
have  restrained  himself  from  crossing,  and  that 
he  was  very  sorry  that  he  had  been  so  carried 
away,  and  desired  to  make  such  apology  as 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  House  and  to  the 
Speaker.  If  he  had  been  present  during  this 
debate  I  am  sure  that  he  would  have  seen  that 
that  was  the  proper  course  to  follow.  But 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  should 
DOW  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Premier,  as  a  proper  and  fitting  way  of  settling 
the  whole  difficulty. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — My  apology 
ior  getting  up  at  this  moment  lies  in  this :  tlubt 
Mr.  FUzherbert 


it  appears  to  me  this  is  not  a  case  for  lav^os 
to  split  hairs  upon.  It  matters  very  little 
to  the  House  whether  it  was  the  hcmouialde 
gentleman's  conduct  or  whether  it  is  his.  lan- 
guage that  is  in  dispute.  At  the  present  time 
it  is  of  no  importance.  It  was  of  importance 
last  night,  I  grant,  because  we  had  then  a  mo- 
tion before  the  House  which  made  it  of  im- 
portance. But  it  is  not  of  importance  now, 
because  in  fairness  we  must  admit — whether 
our  sympathies  are,  as  I  confess  mine  to  be 
very  largely,  with  the  honourable  gentl^mm  | 
"named,"  or  not — that  at  one  period  of  the 
evening  his  language  was  not  such  aa,  in  a 
parliamentary  sense,  we  could  approve  oi 
When  I  spoke  about  "  splitting  hairs "  I 
was  alluding  more  particularly  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutfc, 
who  laid  it  down,  as  I  understood  him,  that 
you,  Sir,  were  wrong,  in  so  far  as  no  action 
could  have  been  taken  against  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  last  night  ex- 
cept by  motion  of  the  House  for  the  taking- 
down  of  the  offending  words.  Now,  there  is  a 
decision  upon  this  point  which  appears  to  me 
to  set  that  matter  entirely  at  rest — a  decision  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Brand's — and  it  is  to  this  effect:— 

*'  The  Chairman  of  Committees  having  re- 
ported an  honourable  member  to  Mr.  Speaker 
as  having  insulted  the  Chair,  saying  that  the 
action  taken  by  him  was  an  infamy  (viz.: 
naming  members) — 

"Objection  taken  that  the  words  were  not 
taken  down,  and  that  no  motion  was  made  that 
they  be  taken  down ;  that  the  Chairman  had 
acted  ultra  vires ,  not  having  any  instruction  or 
motion  from  the  Committee. 

"  Mr.  Speaker  pointed  out  that  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  acted  accoiding  to  his  duty.  He 
considered  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber irregular  and  disorderly,  and,  as  Chairman 
of  Committees,  he  was  bound  to  report  that 
conduct  to  the  Speaker,  so  that  the  House 
might  take  what  course  it  thought  proper  under 
the  circumstances ;  that  the  practice  of  taking 
down  words  objected  to  applies  only  when  tiie 
House  or  the  Committee  is  in  debate.  Upon 
this  occasion  the  honourable  member  was  not 
in  debate.  The  debate  had  been  closed,  and 
the  only  course  open  to  the  Chairman  was  to 
do  what  he  did."— Hansard,  Vol,  271,  pp.  127i- 
73.— Monday,  July  3, 1882. 

Now,  the  House  was  not  in  debate  when  this 
dispute  arose,  so  that  the  proceedings  of  last 
night,  so  far  as  that  point  was  concerned,  wen 
perfectly  regular.  In  saying  a  word  or  two  more 
about  this  matter,  I  fear  that  I  shall  have  to 
go  back  to  what  I  really  consider  the  root  of 
the  business ;  but  I  shall  do  so  as  briefly  as  I 
possibly  can.  I  think  that  we  cannot  overlook— 
although  I  admit  the  two  things  are  distinct— 
we  (cannot  overlook  entirely  the  original  ques- 
tion which  was  put  upon  the  Order  Paper,  and 
for  this  reason :  I  quoted  a  case  from  the  same 
authority,  Mr.  Speaker  Brand  —  an  authority 
we  cannot  disregard — ^last  night,  who  laid  it 
down  that  no  question  should  go  on  the  Order 
Paper  that  affected  the  character  of  an  honour- 
able member.     The  question  then  naturally 
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aiises,  Did  this  particular  question  affect  the 
character  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
ehnrch  North,  or  did  it  not?  I  cannot  but 
think  that  every  honourable  member  will  admit 
that  it  did  seriously  affect  his  character.  For, 
if  we  ask  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  question, 
I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was  this : 
Has  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
North  been  in  the  habit,  or  is  he  now  in  the 
habit,  of  defrauding  the  public  by  appropriating 
for  his  own  use  the  services  of  public  servants  ? 
That  was  the  meaning  of  the  question.  I 
wish  distinctly  to  acquit  the  honourable  iQem- 
ber  who  put  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
of  having  that  intention.  I  do  not  think 
for  an  instant  that  he  had  the  intention.  I 
think  he  did  not  see  its  real  drift,  and  I 
think  that  you,  Sir,  did  not  see  the  ques- 
tion in  that  aspect,  and  that  none  of  us  did — 
that  is  to  say,  we  did  not  give  it  sufficient 
attention — but,  upon  looking  closely  into  it, 
there  ocui  be  no  doubt  that  it  had  that  mean- 
ing. To  show  the  serious  character  of  such 
a  question,  we  have  only  to  reflect  that  it  is 
within  the  power  of  any  single  member  of  the 
House  to  traduce  the  character  of  any  other 
honourable  member  by  putting  a  question  on  the 
Order  Paper,  for  the  question  may  remain  there 
lor  several  days,  and  the  whole  mischief  may  be 
done  long  before  an  opportunity  is  afforded  for 
tendering  an  explanation ;  and,  even  when  that 
explanation  is  tendered — and  it  may  be  a  per- 
fectly satisfactory  one — it  does  not  necessarily 
remove  the  original  stain.  First  impressions 
are  always  difficult  to  remove.  It  is  quite 
competent  for  me  or  for  any  one  to  ask  a 
question  which  no  person  would  admit  was  a 
proper  one.  If  I  may  be  allowed  I  will  give  sku 
instance.  It  is  competent  for  any  member 
having  such  execrable  taste  to  ask  whether  it 
is  true  that  some  honourable  member  is  in 
the  habit  of  getting  intoxicated  with  liquor  at 
Bellamy's  at  the  public  expense.  No  one 
would  tolerate  such  a  question.  Yet  the 
difference  is  one  not  of  principle  but  of  de- 
gree ;  and  therefore  I  think  the  question  was 
originally  a  wrong  one,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  we  all  allowed  it  to  pass  unnoticed.  If 
that  be  the  case,  then  I  think  it  is  a  palliation 
of  the  offence  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North,  but  it  is  not  a  condona- 
tion. It  does  not  go  that  length.  I  think  that 
under  ordinary  circumstances  he  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  apologize  and  to  withdraw 
the  remarks  he  made.  But  we  have  it  on 
the  authority  of  the  two  evening  papers  — 
and,  as  one  of  them  is  very  hostile  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  may  presume  we 
may  accept  the  statements  as  being  tolerably 
correct,  seeing  that  they  agree  —  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  before  retiring  from  the 
chamber  spoke  the  following  words,  and  it  is 
for  the  House  to  consider  whether  it  is  anything 
in  the  nature  of  an  apology : — 

"  He  considered  he  had  a  right  to  complain. 
Sir  Julius  went  on  to  apologize  to  the  Speaker 
and  the  House  for  the  language  he  had  used, 
when  excited,  in  consequence  of  the  attack 
made  upon   him  in  connection  with  his  in- 


firmity. As  he  left  the  chamber  he  asked  for 
the  number  of  the  order  under  which  he  was 
named." 

So  that  it  is  clear  that  amidst  the  bustle, 
noise,  and  excitement  of  the  moment  the 
honourable  member  either  did  or  endeavoured 
to  make  some  kind  of  apology  to  you.  Sir,  and  to- 
the  House  for  the  very  improper  language  he 
appears  to  have  used.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  he  made  an  apology  as  he  was  leav- 
ing the  chamber  I  scarcely  see  that  he  can  be 
called  upon  to  make  an  apology  again.  If  h& 
did  it  without  being  asked,  all  the  more  to  his- 
credit.  If  he  has  not  done  so,  he  ought  to  be 
asked ;  and  if  he  has  done  so — and  I  maintain 
that  there  is  evidence  that  he  has — then,  I 
think,  in  all  fairness,  and  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
a  disagreeable  business,  that  apology  ought  to 
be  accepted.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  am 
entirely  satisfied  that,  even  as  regards  his  first 
remarks,  when  you.  Sir,  thought  fit  to  call  him 
to  order — I  am  certain,  from  the  researches  I 
have  made  into  similar  cases,  that  you  did  what 
was  perfectly  right.  I  find  that  the  English 
Speakers  have  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  to 
order  speakers  who  said  that  others  had  not 
behaved  in  a  gentlemanly  fashion,  and  so 
forth.  I  therefore  suggest  to  the  House,  as 
a  means  of  getting  rid  of  this  matter,  and 
of  not  necessarily  casting  on  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  the  whole 
of  the  stigma  or  responsibility  for  error — I 
would  suggest  that  something  to  this  effect  be 
passed :  That  this  House,  while  regretting  all 
the  circumstances  that  culminated  in  the 
naming  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
church North,  and  the  language  that  honour- 
able gentleman  was  betrayed  into  using,  ac- 
cepts the  apology  he  tendered  before  his 
withdrawal  from  the  Ghamber.  I  do  hope 
honourable  members  on  both  sides  will  accept 
it.  I  take  no  side  on  this  question  myself,  and 
only  wish  to  get  rid  of  an  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable and  rather  discreditable  question. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.—The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Gaversham  has  just  now  spoken  to  the 
same  effect  as  I  did  when  I  was  called  to  order 
at  a  previous  sitting,  so  that  I  will  briefly  say 
that  I  indorse  all  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said;  but,  Sir,  I  proceeded  to  say  that 
I  considered  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden  had  been  very  ill  used  by  this  House. 
A  great  deal  of  blame  has  been  cost  upon  him  : 
in  fact,  if  I  may  make  the  comparison,  he 
was  placed  in  a  pillory,  and  rotten  eggs  and 
all  sorts  of  garbage  were  thrown  at  him.  I 
say  this :  that  I  am  willing  to  stand  beside  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  take  my  share  of  all 
the  missiles  cast  at  him.  Every  honourable 
member  has  a  right  to  protect  the  public  pro- 
perty, and  the  question  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  was  in  that  direction.  If 
the  question  had  been  met  properly  it  might 
have  had  a  very  good  effect  in  removing 
suspicions  which  are  unhappily  abroad.  There 
is  no  doubt  that,  owing  to  the  prodigal  expendi- 
ture of  the  late  Ministry,  there  is  an  impres- 
sion in  the  public  mind  that  a  great  deal  of 
public  money  has  been  spent  in  a  way  in  which  it 
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ought  not  to  have  been  spenL  The  honourable 
member's  question  gave  an  opportunityi  to  a 
certain  extent,  of  removing  that  impression, 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  to  blame,  I  am  quite  willing 
to  share  any  blame  with  him. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  has  accused  honourable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  of  splitting 
hairs. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No,  no  ;  **  lawyers.'' 
Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  the  lawyers  must 
answer  for  themselves.  Speaking  now  not  as  a 
lawyer,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  who  have  spoken  have 
not  sought  to  split  hairs  at  all.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  Premier,  who  ought  to  have  led 
the  House,  tabled  a  motion  in  whioh  he  dis- 
tinctly referred  to  the  **  words."  That  has  now 
been  abandoned,  and  a  motion  or  amendment 
condemning  the  **  conduct "  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christohurch  North  has 
been  tabled.  But  the  same  principle  applies 
to  the  one  as  to  the  other,  and  all  that  is  asked 
is  that  the  particular  words  or  conduct  com- 
plained of  shall  be  set  out.  And  the  meaning 
of  that  is  this  :  that  the  honourable  member 
who  is  called  upon  to  explain,  or  who  is 
attacked,  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard ;  and  it  is  only  right  and  proper, 
and  in  accordance  with  precedent,  that  he 
should  know  what  exactly  his  indictment  is. 
To  reprehend  **  conduct "  merely,  does  not  in 
any  sense  give  him  the  opportunity  he  ought 
to  have.  If  it  be  words,  the  words  should  be 
quoted.  If  it  be  conduct  based  on  words,  then 
the  words  used  involving  the  misconduct  ought 
to  be  quoted.  The  decision  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida  referred  to  con- 
firms me  in  this.  In  that  case  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  reported  that  an  honourable 
member  had  insulted  the  Chair,  saying  the 
action  taken  by  the  Chair  was  **  an  infamy," 
quoting  the  words.  So  that,  if  conduct  be  the 
act  arraigned  here,  the  words  which  indicate 
misconduct  ought  to  be  quoted.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  unable  to  say  what  words  consti- 
tute the  misconduct  in  this  case.  He  is,  as 
an  honourable  member  beside  me  has  said, 
in  a  fix  ;  and  he  has  himself  to  blame  for 
that  fix.  He  tabled  a  motion,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, without  consideration,  and  without 
reference  to  the  Standing  Orders.  He  is  now 
endeavouring  to  get  out  of  the  false  position 
into  which  ho  has  led  the  House.  In  the  first 
instance  the  procedure  was  quite  clear:  the 
words  ought  to  have  been  taken  down;  but 
there  is  a  Standing  Order  that  if  the  words  are 
not  taken  down  before  another  honourable  mem- 
ber speaks  it  is  afterwards  too  late.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Oovernment 
ought  to  have  known  that,  and  to  have  led  the 
House  correctly.  He  misled  the  House ;  and 
it  is  owing  to  his  misconduct — ^using  the  term, 
of  course,  in  a  parliamentary  sense — that  the 
House  has  been  placed  in  this  difficulty.  I 
submit  that  the  amendment  is  really  begging 
the  question,  and  that,  in  whatever  way  the 
Dr,  Hodgkinson 


conduct  or  the  language  of  the  h<Mu>iiziUe 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  be  impeached, 
there  should  be  precision.  If  it  be  conduct 
that  is  objected  to,  it  must  be  deeoribed ;  if  it 
be  words  that  are  objected  to,  the  words  them- 
selves should  be  quoted. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.- 1  rise  on  aoooonl  of 
some  words  which  fell  from  the  honooiabie 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  That  hcmouiaUe 
member  said  there  was  a  difference  of  t^inkn 
among  gentlemen  here  as  to  whether  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  North 
did  or  did  not  express  regret  before  withdraw- 
ing from  the  House.  I  was  sitting  clou  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  North 
at  the  time,  and,  as  the  reporters  were  not 
present  here,  I  was  engaged  taking  a  rapid 
note  of  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchuroh  North  said.  He  oertainly  said 
this  :  that  when  he  came  down  hece  he  had 
meant  to  use  expressions  very  different  from 
those  he  did  use.  He  had  meant  to  say  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  would,  if 
he  went  into  personal  matters  of  the  kind  into 
which  ho  went  on  this  occasion,  fail  to  gain 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  this  House.  That 
was  what  he  meant  to  say,  but  he  had  been 
goaded  on  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  and  had 
been  led  into  using  language  very  differeat 
from  that  which  he  meant  to  use ;  that  if  he 
had  gone  too  far  he  would  withdraw  it ;  and  he 
said,  in  conclusion,  *'  If  I  have  exceeded  the 
limits  of  moderate  language  I  regret  it."  Un- 
doubtedly he  used  those  words ;  I  have  them 
in  the  notes  which  I  made  at  the  time ;  and, 
though  that  is  not  evidence  which  you.  Sic, 
can  officially  take  notice  of,  I  think  it  is  evi- 
dence which  some  members  of  this  House,  at 
any  rate,  will  accept  as  of  some  kind  of  value. 
Then,  I  would  say,  as  regards  this  squabUe 
about  words  and  language,  the  difference  be- 
tween conduct  and  language  I  do  not  altogether 
hold  with  the  legal  gentlemen  who  have  spoken* 
If  a  member  of  this  House  makes  use  of  im- 
proper language,  unquestionably  his  doing  so  is 
conduct ;  and  if  he  violates  good  taste,  as  you, 
Sir,  said  the  honourable  member  for  Chii^ 
church  North  did,  that  is  conduct  in  the  seDsa 
of  being  misconduct.  The  question  is  not  that 
at  all,  but  whether  he  was  guilty  of  comdact  or 
misconduct  such  as  is  provided  for  under  Stand- 
ing Order  138.  You  ordered  him  to  withdmr 
under  that  Order,  and  called  for  a  propoaitioa 
under  that  Standing  Order ;  and  conduct  to  be 
dealt  with  under  that  Standing  Order  is  limited 
to  disorderly  interruption  of  other  speaJsecs.  I 
take  it  that  is  the  real  gist  of  the  questios— 
whether  the  honourable  member  was  ordered 
to  withdraw  under  the  right  Standing  Order, 
and  whether  the  Premier  made  the  propoeitaoii 
under  the  right  Standing  Order.  And  I  submit 
it  was  altogether  wrong.  Moreover,  I  ask  your 
ruling  on  this  point :  There  is  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  passed  in  1695,  which 
affirms  that,  if  a  member  is  **  named  "  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  member  shall  be  deemed  thereby 
to  have  incurred  the  displeasure  and  censure  ol 
the  House.  Undoubtedly,  therefore,  that  is  a 
penalty,  and  a  very  severe  penalty.    I  ask  you 
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to  role  whether  that  is  or  is  not  so.  I  ask  you 
to  rale,  farther,  whether,  in  ease  that  is  a  pe- 
luJty,  you  did  not,  of  your  own  authority,  inflict 
a  penalty — and  possibly  a  very  severe  penalty — 
on  the  honourable,  member  for  Christchurch, 
without  this  House  having  any  hand  in  the 
matter,  and  without  the  House  having  any  op- 
portunity of  having  any  hand  in  the  matter — 
m  which  case  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  tried,  sentenced,  and  punished  without 
our  having  any  opportunity  of  dealing  with  him 
at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— On  the  point  of  order,  I 
think  that  my  **  naming  "  an  honourable  mem- 
ber does  not  carry  the  censuve  of  the  House. 
I  *'  named  "  the  honourable  member,  having 
first  warned  him,  in  order  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  retracting  or  explaining  what  had 
taken  place ;  but,  having  *^  named  "  an  honour- 
able member,  he  is  allowed  a  further  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining.  It  is  then  for  the  House 
to  deal  with  his  case,  and  its  pleasure  must  be 
expressed  by  resolution  of  tlie  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  member 
for  bt.  Albans  has,  as  far  as  recollection  and 
his  rough  notes  serve  him,  repeated  the  lan- 
guage which  he  says  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  used.  I  was  sitting  in 
my  seat  here,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans 
has  repeatedly  substantially  the  words  used  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North. 
Now,  I  wish  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether,  within 
the  rules  of  the  House,  it  is  possible  to  submit 
to  the  honourable  member  whether  he  would 
not  repeat  this  apology  in  proper  form  to  the 
House.  I  think  in  such  a  way  as  that  we 
should  get  over  the  whole  dilliculty  at  once. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  is  always  ready 
to  receive  an  apology  from  an  honourable  mem- 
ber. If  any  friends  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Chrislchurch  North  were,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  to  intimate  to  me  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  to  repeat  the  apology 
he  is  said  to  have  made,  I  should  hold  myself 
open  to  receive  it.  I  heard,  myself,  the  words 
bearing  out  what  has  been  said,  and  I  supposed 
that  the  apology  would  be  further  mc^e,  so 
that  it  could  be  such  as  the  House  could  ac- 
cept. If  it  is  intimated  to  the  Speaker  that 
the  honourable  member  who  is  obliged  to  with- 
draw wishes  to  make  an  apology,  he  is  allowed 
to  come  in  and  make  that  apology,  and  then 
no  censure  is  passed  ux)on  him :  the  amend- 
ment and  the  motion  fall. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Then,  Sir,  I  should  like 
to  say,  for  myself,  that,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  were  to  appear  in 
this  House,  or  otherwise  to  make  a  written 
communication  to  you,  in  language  such  as 
has  rightly,  I  think,  been  attributed  to  him 
by  the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans,  I 
think  this  House  should  accept  that  as  a  suf- 
ficient apology  for  any  transgression  by  that 
honourable  member  against  &e  rules  of  this 
House.  I  hope  that  this  conclusion  will,  in 
some  way  or  other,  through  the  medium  of  his 
friends,  be  arrived  at. 

Dr.   PITCHETT.  — Assuming  what  the 


honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  says  to  be 
true, — and  it  is  corroborated  by  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down, — I  ask  you.  Sir, 
whether  the  apology  of  which  we  have  this 
evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  purge  the  fault. 
I  made  the  suggestion  last  night  that  it  should 
be  so  accepted,  and  I  trust  it  now  will  be.  I 
think  it  is  very  unfair  to  ask  a  member  who 
may  be  in  fault,  and  who  has  apologized,  to 
repeat  his  apology.  If  he  is  to  repeat  it  once, 
why  not  twice  ?  And  I  ask  you,  Sir,  to  state 
whether,  if  the  House  be  satisified  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  did 
express  regret,  as  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans,  that  expression  of  re- 
gret is  not  sufficient  to  purge  his  fault. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  for  the  House  to  say 
whether  it  considers  it  was  a  sufficient  reason. 
Honourable  members  will  recollect  that  before 
that  was  made  I  had  "named*-  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  was  about  to  withdraw  from 
the  chamber.  It  is  for  the  House  to  say 
whether  that  is  sufficient  to  purge  the  fault  or 
not. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  explanation  of  the  vote  I  intend  to 
give  upon  this  occasion.  I  shall,  very  briefly, 
review  the  case  as  it  appears  to  me,  and  I  hope 
I  shall  approach  the  subject  in  an  impartial 
manner.  If  I  have  any  personal  bias  at  all  in 
regard  to  this  subject  I  am  not  conscious  of  its 
presence ;  and  I  would  go  a  little  further  and 
say  that  I  bolieve  I  approach  the  question  with 
every  disposition  to  be  as  lenient  as  possible 
towards  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North,  for  I  have  always  had  and  still 
have  a  strong  personal  liking  for  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  have  on  this  occasion 
considerable  sympathy  with  him  on  account  of 
that  physical  infirmity  regarding  which  he 
8<ppears  so  sensitive.  Having  said  so  much,  I 
might  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  yesterday  it 
appeared  to  the  Speaker  that  the  honourable 
member  was  so  far  guilty  of  a  transgression  of 
the  laws  which  ought  to  obtain  here  with  re- 
ference to  parliamentary  debates  that  he  felt 
it  necessary  to  interpose  his  authority.  And  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North,  I 
think  every  one  will  regret,  apparently  irritated 
by  what  he  may  have  thought  perhaps  undue 
interference,  so  far  lost  his  temper  as  to  be 
guilty  of  such  a  breach  of  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure as  to  warrant  the  SpeaJccr  in  taking 
the  extreme  course  which  he  took  upon  that 
occasion.  Now,  Sir,  the  Speaker  may  have 
been  guilty  of  a  technical  eiTor  —  apparently 
he  has  been  ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  place  very 
little  stress  upon  that.  I  am  not  a  lawyer, 
and  perhaps  through  my  not  having  had  a 
legal  training  I  am  not  sufficiently  able  to  split 
straws  with  other  honourable  members ;  but  I 
intend  to  support  the  action  of  the  Speaker 
upon  broad  and  general  grounds,  for  I  believe 
that  he  was  at  least  substantially  correct. 
The  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  has 
suggested  an  amendment  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  not  at  all  meet  the  case,  and  I  will  give 
my  reasons  for  it.  The  fact  remains  that  the 
Speaker  has  "  named  "  the  honourable  mem* 
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ber.  Now,  Sir,  in  this  clause  that  has  been 
so  often  quoted  I  see  that,  of  any  honour- 
able member  who  has  heen  named,  it  says: 
**snch  person  shall  incur  the  displeasure  and 
censure  of  the  House."  The  question  resolves 
itself  into  this:  Are  wo  to  uphold  the  ruling 
of  the  Speaker  upon  this  occasion  or  are  we 
not?  I  believe  that  if  we  do  not  uphold  the 
ruling  of  the  Speaker  we  shall  take  a  very  long 
stride  in  the  direction  of  loweriiig  the  tone  of 
the  debates  in  this  House.  This  is  not  a  party 
question.  No,  Sir ;  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  it  is 
not.  I  am  sure  a  large  majority  of  this  House 
are  not  treating  it  as  a  party  question ;  and 
I  say  this  in  reference  to  it:  that  I  should 
adopt  the  very  same  attitude  that  I  do  now 
if  the  Hon.  the  Premier  were  the  delinquent 
upon  this  occasion  instead  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North.  Yes,  Sir,  I 
would,  although  honourable  members  appear  to 
call  that  in  question.  I  believe  this  is  a  ques- 
'tion  of  very  great  magnitude  and  importance, 
when  taken  in  connection  with  the  bearing  it 
will  have  upon  future  deliberations  in  this 
Assembly.  I  believe  that  we  ought  to  adopt 
every  means  possible  to  maintain  our  debates 
at  their  hitherto  high  level ;  and  we  can  only  do 
this,  it  appears  to  me,  by  upholding  the  autho- 
rity of  its  Speaker,  and  it  is  manifest  that  his 
authority  can  only  have  our  support  as  its  basis. 
As  I  have  already  said  at  the  commencement 
of  my  remarks,  1  have  every  sympathy  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North ; 
but  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  only  doing  my  duty  in 
upholding  the  authority  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— May  I  be  per- 
mitted'to  explain  the  error  the  honourable 
member  has  fallen  into  in  speaking  just  now  ? 
The  honourable  member  objected  to  the  sug- 
gested amendment  on  the  ground  that  an 
honourable  member  was  **  named,"  and  that 
"naming"  demands  censure.  I  therefore  point 
out  that  the  censure  is  stated  when  it  says  the 
House  regrets  the  language  used  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North.  The 
Premier  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  that  all  knew 
what  the  word  "  regrets  "  means,  so  that  it  is 
clear  that  censure  is  implied  here. 

^Ir.  BRUCE. — If  allowed  to  add  a  few  words, 
I  would  say  it  appears  to  me  self-evident  that, 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
having  been  "  named,"  the  honourable  member 
is  now  under  the  displeasure  of  the  House,  and 
that  therefore,  for  reasons  which  have  been 
stated,  we  cannot  accept  the  apology  made 
yesterday. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  have  very  few  words  to 
say.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  absent 
from  the  House  when  the  difficulty  which 
took  place  last  night  commenced;  and  I  en- 
tered the  House  at  the  moment  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  was  about  to  be  ordered  to  leave  his 
seat.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  he  had  some  difficulty  in  getting 
down,  and  that  there  was  a  chair  near  the 
table  where  he  did  get  down;  that  he 
threw  himself  into  the  chair  and  rested 
there  for  some  time.  Well,  Sir,  I,  knowing 
Mr,  Bruce 


nothing  of  what  had  taken  place  except  that  I 
was  told  some  disturbance  had  arisen,  was  re- 
solved, as  far  as  possible,  to  acquaint  myself  I 
with  everything  that  was  going  on ;  and  per-  | 
haps,  Sir,  you  may  even  have  observed  Uiat  I 
went  up  and  took  a  seat  close  to  you  upon  the 
benches  usually  occupied  by  strangers  behind 
the  chair,  so  that  I  had  the  very  best  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  everything  that  took  place. 
The  impression  upon  my  mind  is  that  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  has,  in  his  I 
notes,  accurately  described  one  portion  of  what  ! 
took  place ;  but  perhaps  honourable  gentlemen 
who  paid  attention  Lo  what  was  passing  will 
recollect  something  fmther,  and  it  is  this :  that 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  stated,  in  very  moving  terms, 
his  feelings  generally  towards  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  mentioned  the  ex- 
traordinary character  of  the  attention  which 
he  had  received  from  them  during  long 
months  —  that  they  had  always  helped  him 
and  aided  him  if  he  wished  to  move,  and 
that  they  had  rendered  him  just  as  much 
assistance  as  any  messengers  of  the  House 
could  have  done ;  and  he  left  upon  my  mind 
the  impression  that  his  earnest  desire  was  to 
establish  the  fact  that  he  could  have  had  no 
desire  to  offend  members  in  this  House,  or 
to  say  anything  which  might  bring  upon  him 
the  displeasure  of  Parliament ;  and  I  certainly 
conceived  in  my  own  mind  that  he  said  aU 
that  a  person  could  say  to  obliterate  tiie 
recollection  of  any  language  that  he  mi^t 
previously  have  used.  I  think  I  should  bear 
that  testimony  to  the  favourable  impression 
made  on  my  mind,  and  it  has  created  a  bias 
in  his  favour  in  the  debate  which  is  at  present 
taking  place  which,  perhaps,  would  not  render 
me  quite  an  impartial  and  unprejudiced  judge, 
I  certainly  did  not  come  into  the  House  favour- 
ably disposed  towards  him ;  but  I  could  not 
help  feeling  a  pity  and  commiseration  which  I 
cannot  describe  when  I  heard  the  renaarks  he 
made  sitting  in  that  chair  before  he  left  the 
House.  I  think  it  right  to  say  that  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  honourable  member  for  St, 
Albans.  There  has  been  no  conmiunicati<m 
between  us.  I  listened  earnestly  to  what  he 
read,  and,  as  he  read,  the  circumstances  were 
fully  recalled  to  my  mind. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Would  the  leader  of  the 
House  be  satisfied  with  the  words  which  the  | 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albajis,  further 
corroborated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  has  stated  were  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North? 
Would  ho  be  satisfied  if  these  words  were  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  submitted  to  the  House 
as  being  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances and  of  the  words  used  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North  ?  I  think 
that,  if  the  Premier  will  accept  that  course,  he 
will  get  us  out  of  a  serious  difficulty,  and  do 
justice  to  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
church North .  Remove  the  motion  and  amend- 
ment, and  substitute  that,  and  I  think  the 
trouble  will  be  all  over.  I  think  it  is  tiie 
general  wish  of  the  House  that  that  oouzse 
should  be  adopted. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  tell  me  exactly  what  he  means  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
St.  Albane  has  certain  words  which  he  tells 
118  were  used  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Cfaristchuroh  North,  in  which  he  expresses  his 
regret  for  having  used  certain  words  which  led 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  "naming"  the 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North.  What  I  ask 
ifl,  will  the  Premier  agree  that  the  words  taken 
down  by  the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans 
be  recorded,  and  that  upon  those  words  the 
Honee  should  express  itself  satisfied?  We 
httve  the  words  corroborated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  as  well.  If  the 
Premier  accepts  that,  I  beUeye  all  trouble  will 
be  over. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — The  honourable  members 
for  Kaiapoi  and  Cheviot  have  also,  I  believe, 
beard  the  words  used,  and  are  prepared  to  give 
an  assurance  to  the  Houso  that  they  were  ex- 
actly the  same  as  those  given  to  us  by  the 
bonourable  member  for  St.  Albans.  Would  it 
be  wrong  of  the  House  to  accept  that  ?  I  can- 
not -think  that  it  would  be.  I  think  that  the 
House  may  well  be  satisfied  with  the  assurance 
of  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  E.  RICHABDSON.— I  was  about  to  rise  to 
confirm  the  statement  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  got  up  to  speak.  I 
might  remind  the  House  that  during  the  de- 
bate last  evening  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
bonourable  member  for  Christohurch  North 
bad  made  that  apology  on  leaving  the  House. 
I  had  the  words  which  he  used  before  me  last 
night,  but  I  have  not  got  them  now.  But,  sub- 
stantially, they  were  the  same  as  those  used  by 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  just 
now.  I  cannot  understand  why,  if  it  is  the 
general  wish,  those  words  should  not  be  taken 
as  an  explanation  and  sufficient  apology  for 
any  member  in  this  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  no  object,  no 
desire  to  interpose  obstacles — in  fact,  all  my 
desire  is  the  other  way,  and  I  have  made  every 
effort,  as  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  friends  will  tell  the 
House,  in  the  direction  of  having  this  matter 
satisfactorily  settled.  I  listened  with  great 
attention  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans,  and  if  I  could  have 
beard  the  words  in  the  same  sense  as  the 
bonourable  members  for  St.  Albans  and  Auck- 
land Central  heard  them 

Mr.  SEDDON. — And  the  honourable  member 
lor  Wairarapa. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  ;  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  heard  them 
in  the  same  sense.  I  heard  a  distinct  "if." 
There  was  no  submission  to  the  authority  of  the 
Chair,  nor  was  there  any,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
submission  to  the  authority  and  to  the  ofiended 
feeling  of  the  House.  I  have  been  placed  alto- 
gether in  a  very  difficult  position.  I  have  been 
subject  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara,  accusing  me  of  having  led 
the  House  into  a  difficulty  by  making  one  pro- 
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position  and  afterwards  submitting  another, 
and  not  having  the  words  taken  down  at  the 
time.  I  could  meet  that  argument  if  I  liked 
very  effectively,  but  I  do  not  care  to  do  so, 
because  I  have  taken  a  different  stand  all 
through.  When  I  moved  the  motion  last  night 
a  friend  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  came  across  to  me  and  said,. 
**  Would  you  accept  this,  instead  of  the  words 
in  the  motion?"  and  I  said,  "With  pleasure. 
I  will  accept  it  at  once."  Presently  another 
amendment  was  presented  by  a  strong  friend 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch 
North,  who  said,  "  Will  you  accept  this  ?  "  I 
said,  "  Yes ;  I  will  accept  anything  that  will 
show  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  sorry,, 
as  you  say  he  is."  I  shall  be  quite  prepared 
now  —  and  of  course  I  am  speaking  in  the 
interests  of  the  House— I  say  that  I  should  be 
quite  content  now,  if  any  honourable  gentleman 
would  get  up  in  his  place  and  say  he  has  Sir 
Julius  Vogel's  authority  for  saying  that  he  does 
regret  having  used  the  words  which  necessi- 
tated the  skction  that  the  Speaker  took.  Further 
than  that  I  do  not  consider  I  should  go,  being 
responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  this  House 
ana  for  seeing  t^e  Chair  supported.  I  am 
going  to  do  my  utmost  not  to  make  it  a  party 
question.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
Minister  of  Education.  I  regret  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  did  not  see  fit  to 
allow  me  to  move  that.  However,  let  that  go. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  House  will  not 
be  doing  its  duty,  will  not  be  protecting 
itself  against  further  disturbances  m  debate 
and  disorderly  conduct,  unless  it  has  an  explicit 
explanation  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
I  have  a  serious  doubt  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  submitted  himself  as  every 
honourable  gentleman  should.  I  further  say 
this :  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  resolution  if  I 
do  not  get  such  an  assurance  from  some  friend 
of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  By  all  means  let  honour- 
able gentlemen  act  as  they  like  in  this  matter. 
I  say,  do  not  be  led  by  me  in  the  matter. 
Although  I  say  I  have  tc^en,  and  been  forced 
to  take,  a  very  serious  responsibility  in  uphold* 
ing  the  authority  of  the  House,  I  wish  this 
matter  not  to  be  taken  as  a  party  question.  I. 
have  listened  with  the  utmost  care  to  what  has 
been  said,  and  I  failed  altogether  to  hear  that 
submission  due  to  this  House  and  the  Speaker, 
and  which,  I  say,  this  House,  if  it  is  jealous  of 
its  own  dignity  and  of  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, will  force  every  honourable  member  to- 
give.  I  do  hope  some  friend  of  Sir  Julius- 
Vogel  will  see  fit  to  make  that  statement  to- 
the  House,  and  then  the  whole  matter  will  end  ; 
and  I  shall  be  delighted  to  get  up  and  propose 
that  it  be  a  sufficient  apology  to  the  House. 
Otherwise,  without  any  party  feeling  at  all,  I 
must  ask  the  House  to  support  the  motion  of 
the  Minister  of  Education  in  order  to  support 
the  Chair  and  the  dignity  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  quite  evident  to  mC' 
that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  might  well  say,  "  Save  me- 
from  my  friends,"  if  what  the  Premier  has  now 
stated  is  true.  I  believe  that  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  St.  Albans  has  told  the  House 
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is  absolutely  true.  It  is  motions  of  this  kind 
that  have  caused  the  confusion  in  which  we 
are  now  placed.  Before  proceeding  on  the  point 
of  order,  I  would  put  this  to  you,  Sir:  The 
indictment  under  wnich  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  was  asked  to  ex- 
plain has  been  removed.  A  further  indictment 
is  now  before  the  Chair.  The  present  question 
before  the  Chair  is  a  question  of  conduct,  aoid 
Standing  Order  142  says  this:  "Every  mem- 
ber against  whom  any  charge  has  been  made, 
having  been  heard  in  his  place,  is  to  withdraw 
while  such  charge  is  under  debate."  Now, 
Sir,  I  ask  your  ruling.  The  charge  against  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
was  embodied  in  the  motion  of  the  Premier, 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  using  certain  words 
which  you  held  to  be  unparliamentary.  That 
was  the  charge  made  when  the  honourable 
member  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— With  all  due  respect  to  the 
difference  of  hearing,  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  wets  asked  to  withdraw 
the  words  he  used. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  asked 
if  he  wished  to  explain.  I  may  state  that  it 
was  not  only  the  matter  of  words,  as  I  stated 
last  night,  but  there  was  the  demeanour,  and 
there  was  also  that  defiance  of  the  Chair. 
When  I  called  him  to  order  for  using  certain 
words,  he  proceeded  to  say  he  would  show  me 
how  much  stronger  language  he  would  use.  It 
was  a  combination  of  language,  demeanour, 
and  defiance  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  will  not  take  the 
newspaper  reports  in  place  of  your  statement — 
I  think  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  Chair  if 
I  did  so ;  but  I  think  there  is  still  a  confusion. 
What  you  say  referred  to  that  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings when  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  used  the  words,  "  not  ac- 
customed to  the  usages  of  good  society."  Then 
he  said,  *'  I  shall  go  further  yet." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  point  of  order  being 
settled,  you  are  now  speaking  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  wish  to  do  that,  if 
you  will  kindly  refrain  for  a  moment.  The 
point  of  order  I  wish  to  raise  is,  whether  or  not 
the  charge  as  now  made  by  the  j)reBent  amend- 
ment of  the  Minister  of  Education  should  not 
be  referred  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  and  he  bo  asked,  if  he 
thinks  fit,  to  explain,  as  provided  by  Standing 
Order  142,  which  says,  **  Every  member  against 
whom  any  charge  has  been  made,  having  been 
heard  in  his  place,  is  to  withdraw  while  such 
charge  is  under  debate."  I  am  now  speaking 
in  the  interests  of  all  concerned.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  does  not 
know  now  what  he  is  charged  with.  He  had  a 
copy  of  the  motion  which  the  Premier  tabled, 
and  which  was  on  the  Order  Paper ;  but  is  it 
fair,  is  it  right  or  just,  that  any  member  of 
this  House  should  be  accused 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
is  spea]<ing  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  waive  the  point  of 
Mr.  Seddon 


order,  which  some  other  honourable  gentlemaB 
will  take  up.  I  ask,  is  it  fair  that  an  honour- 
able member  should  be  tried  by  the  House  upon 
a  charge  which  he  himself  has  never  soen  ?  Is 
it  fair  that  he  should  be  condemned  upon  a 
charge  that  has  never  been  read  to  him.  ?  No 
honourable  member  in  the  House  can  say  that 
the  honourable  member  who  is  charged  with 
bad  conduct  has  seen  the  charge  or  knows  one 
single  word  about  it.  Is  not  the  position  this: 
that  some  person  who  has  been  asked  to  plead 
before  a  jury  of  his  countrjrmen  on  a  charge  of 
forgery  suddenly  finds  that  charge  of  forgery 
withdrawn,  and  then  he  is,  without  even  being 
asked  how  he  pleads,  to  be  tried  for  an  en- 
tirely different  offence  ?  Sir,  this  is  no  laugh- 
ing matter,  and  those  members  who  are 
smiling  and  treating  this  serious  question  with 
levity  would  not  like  to  be  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion such  as  I  have  mentioned.  They  would 
at  once  say  that  the  rights  of  the  subject  had 
been  violated,  and  violated  to  a  very  great 
extent;  because  I  hold.  Sir,  that  the  ques 
tion  now  before  the  House  is  entirely  diiSer- 
ent  and  distinct  from  the  question  submitted 
to  the  House  last  night  by  the  Premier.  I 
would  ask  this :  The  House  has,  I  might  say, 
unanimously,  by  the  rejection  of  the  first 
motion  of  the  Premier,  said  that  the  honont- 
able  member  for  Christchurch  North  was  not 
guilty  of  using  unbecoming  langusge,  and 
should  not  be  censured  for  it.  The  motion  of 
the  Premier  was,  that  he  had  used  certain 
words  and  that  he  should  be  censored  for 
so  using  them.  Now,  the  House  has  said 
that  he  neither  used  the  words  nor  should  be 
censured.  The  House  said  that  by  negativing 
the  motion  of  the  Premier.  The  Premier  did 
not  dare  to  call  for  a  division.  Under  those 
circumstances,  I  say  that  it  is  only  fair  that 
an  opportunity  should  be  given  to  tiie  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  to  say 
whether  or  not  he  will  accept  the  position 
which  the  Premier  has  offered.  I  think  it 
only  right  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  say 
whether  he  will  or  will  not  do  that,  or  whether 
he  will  plead  to  the  charge  now  before  the 
House.  If  this  course  is  not  to  be  taken,  I 
ask  the  House  to  agree  with  me  in  saying 
that  the  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kaiapoi,  the  honourable  'member 
for  Wairarapa,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  is  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  facts  as  they  occurred.  Now, 
the  Premier  said  he  wishes  to  approach  this 
matter  in  an  unbiassed  manner;  but  I  ask 
him  to  place  himself  in  the  position  in  which 
he  was  last  night,  compared  with  what  oc- 
curred in  another  place  during  the  same  day» 
where  there  was  very  serious  friction  between 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
and  the  Premier,  and  there  was  strong  feeing 
between  those  gentlemen.  Whilst  the  Pre- 
mier was  saying  he  expected  to  hear  words 
of  regret  uttered  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  he  says  he  heard  one 
little  word  "  if "  used.  The  honourable  mem* 
her  for  St,  Albans 
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Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— May  I  be  allowed  to 
say  that  it  is  quite  trae  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  did  use  the 
word  •*  if,"  but  he  used  it  in  a  way  in  which 
it  is  often  made  use  of  by  gentlemen  making  a 
very  sincere  apology,  if  two  gentlemen  have  a 

?aarrel,  and  one,  wishing  to  give  way,  says,  "  If 
have  done  anything  I  ought  not  to  have  done 
I  am  sorry  for  it."  •     •     • 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  it  was  used  in  that  way, 
perhaps  the  Premier  will  admit  that  he  was 
slightly  bisbssed.  Under  the  circumstances, 
having  the  responsibility  of  the  guidance  of  the 
House,  and  having  the  matter  in  his  hands 
as  far  as  his  position  of  leader  of  the  House  is 
concerned,  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  dignity 
of  the  House  is  maintained,  and  it  might  have 
been  that  he  did  not  hear,  in  these  circum- 
stances, the  manner  in  which  this  expression  was 
used  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  I  think  the  Premier 
would  do  well  if  he  would  agree  to  an  adjourn- 
ment for  a  few  minutes,  until  we  see  whether 
any  compromise  such  as  he  has  now  mentioned 
might  be  arrived  at;  or  a  motion  might  be 
framed  in  the  terms  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  St.  Albans,  and  if  that  were 
accepted  as  satisfactory  by  the  House  I  think 
the  whole  difficulty  could  be  got  over.  I  am 
confident  it  will  not  improve  matters  if  this  is 
to  go  on  further.  It  is  better  to  end  it,  and  to 
take  the  words  uttered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  as  being  suffi- 
cient under  the  circumstcmces,  because  there 
con  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  under  grave 
provocation — which  you  yourself.  Sir,  have  said 
was  the  case  as  to  the  question  itself;  and 
especially.  Sir,  as,  with  all  due  respect  to  you, 
many  honourable  members  think  the  rulings 
that  have  been  given  in  this  matter  somewhat 
rigid — rulings  which  the  honourable  member 
had  to  and  did  obey.  I  am  nearly  sure  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North,  as 
tegards  certain  particular  words  used  in  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  honourable  gentlemen, 
would  withdraw  those  words  if  a  fair  and  proper 
opportunity  were  given  to  him. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Did  he  say  so  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  am  positive  he  would 
withdraw  the  statements  as  to  '*  the  work  of 
the  devil "  and  •*  lust  of  drink." 

Major  ATKINSON.— His  friends  have  told 
me  he  has  said  he  would  withdraw  nothing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  in  face  of  the  way  the 
resolution  was  moved  by  you  yesterday;  but 
that  has  now  been  withdrawn. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  have  been  assured  by 
several  of  his  friends  that  he  would  consent  to 
nothing  at  all,  and  it  was  only  in  that  last 
resort  that  I  moved  that  resolution. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  Premier  will  adjourn 
for  a  few  minutes  we  might  very  soon  settle 
that  question. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Has  not  the  House  adjourned 
twice  already  for  that  purpose  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  should  like,  before  sitting 
down,  to  have  the  assurance  of  the  Premier 
that  if  the  words  I  have  referred  to  were  with- 
drawn it  would  be  accepted  as  sufficient. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Like  other  honourable 


members,  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  at  the  posi- 
tion into  which  this  matter  has  drifted,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  think  the  Premier  has  done 
all  he  possibly  can  to  bring  the  matter  to  a 
reasonable  conclusion.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  that  the  resolution  which  he  has  sub- 
mitted is  one  which  the  whole  House  might 
accept  without  the  slightest  hesitation  if  the 
words  "  by  his  conduct "  were  omitted,  as  I 
have  already  suggested.  Every  one  who  has 
heard  the  discussion  throughout  admits  that 
from  the  very  commencement  we  have  been  all 
astray;  and  no  doubt  great  faults  have  been 
committed  on  every  side.  I  think,  with  the 
omission  I  mention,  every  member  might  ac- 
cept the  motion,  and  the  difficulty  would  bd 
settled.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the 
Premier's  efforts  wholly  unsuccessful,  and  I 
think  every  possible  attempt  should  be  made 
to  bring  this  unpleasant  business  to  a  fair 
conclusion.  I  object  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida — which  is 
longer  and  more  elaborate — because  it  refers  to 
the  language  used  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  and  from  it  people 
who  were  not  in  the  House  at  the  time  might 
infer  that  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North  used  violent  or  coarse  language. 
Unfortunately,  in  referring  to  charges  which 
had  been  made  against  him  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  charges  against  other  honour- 
able members,  in  which  I  can  by  no  means 
uphold  him ; — I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  and  a 
great  error  that  he  did  so.  If  the  words  I  have 
suggested  to  bo  omitted  were  omitted  from  the 
Premier's  motion  I  think  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  House  would  accept  it ;  and  I 
should  be  very  sorry  if  an  impression  got 
abroad  that  coarse  or  violent  language  was 
used  by  the  honourable  member  ,for  Christ- 
church North  on  that  occasion.  The  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  honourable  member  on 
that  occasion  we  may  not  be  able  to  approve, 
but  I  do  nob  think  that  in  his  language  there 
was  anything  that  was  censurable. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  understood  the  Premier  to 
say  just  now  that  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  came  here  and  re- 
peated the  apology  he  is  said  to  have  msula 
yesterday  he  would  be  very  glad  to  accept  that 
and  so  terminate  the  matter.  Now,  I  think,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
did  make  that  apology  yesterday,  it  would  be 
rather  humiliating  to  him  to  come  here  to-day 
and  make  it  again ;  and  I  ask  the  Premier,  if 
some  member  of  the  House  goes  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  and  asks 
him  to  give  an  assurajice  that  he  did  use  the 
words  yesterday  which  have  been  attributed  to 
him,  and  used  them  in  the  sense  of  offering  an 
apology,  will  the  Premier  accept  that,  instead 
of  asking  him  to  reiterate  the  apology  ?  I  hope 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  will  be  accepted.  I 
think  the  whole  business  is  of  such  a  character 
that  the  best  possible  course  to  pursue  is  to 
put  an  end  to  it  at  once ;  and  I  hope  the  Pre- 
mier will  see  his  way  clear  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the   honourable   memSer  for 
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Mount  Ida,  which,  I  am  sure,  meets  with  the 
approval  ol  the  majority  of  this  House,  and 
allow  the  matter  to  come  to  an  end.  In  the 
meantime,  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  get  an  assurance  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  that  he  yesterday 
used  the  words  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans  has  stated  he  did,  and  in 
the  sense  spoken  of  by  that  honourable  mem- 
Mr.  O'OALLAGHAN.— I  should  like  to  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  the  older  members  of 
the  House  the  action  taken  by  the  House  when 
Mr.  Buchanan,  the  then  member  for  Napier, 
was  in  a  somewhat  similar  position  to  that  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
at  the  present  time.  The  Hansard  report  of 
that  should  be  interesting  to  honourable  mem- 
bers at  this  juncture,  and  will  suggest  that  the 
same  course  should  be  taken  now  as  was  taken 
then.  Mr.  Buchanan  used  words  which  were 
offensive  to  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer,  who 
now  holds  the  same  office.  He  used  words  to 
the  effect  that  the  honourable  member  was 
**  the  tool  and  slave  of  a  certain  institution." 
The  words  were  taken  down,  and  the  honour- 
able member  vras  called  upon  by  Mr.  Speaker 
in  these  words  : — 

"The  honourable  member  for  Napier  has 
heard  the  words  taken  down  as  used  by  him. 
It  is  for  the  honourable  member  now  to  explain 
those  words,  or  to  retract  them,  or  to  apologize 
for  having  used  them.  He  can  adopt  one  of 
these  courses,  after  which  he  will  withdraw,  and 
the  House  will  deliberate  as  to  what  is  to  be 
done." 

Now,  Sir,  the  point  I  wish  to  bring  before  the 
House  is  this :  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier  was  called  upon  either  to  explain,  or  re- 
tract, or  apologize  for  the  words.  Sir,  he  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.  His  words  were  these,  in 
reply  to  the  demand  that  he  should  do  this : — 

*<  The  charge,  Sir,  is  a  matter  of  notoriety 
within  these  walls,  and  has  been  a  subject  of 
investigation  by  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
^hey  were  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  West.  I  merely  state  what  is  a  mat- 
ter of  notoriety." 

On  that  occasion  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier  refused  to  give  an  apology.  He  re- 
iterated the  statement  he  had  made,  and  said 
it  was  a  fact.  I  wish  to  contrast  the  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Napier  then  with 
that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North  now. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Will  you  read  a  little 
further? 

Mr.  O'OALLAGHAN.— I  am  going  to  do  so 
presently.  On  that  occasion,  I  say,  the  honour- 
able member  refused  to  apologize,  and  reiterated 
the  statement  he  had  made  before.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
did,  before  he  left  the  House,  apologize  in 
language  such  as  I  have  heard  you,  Sir,  ac- 
cept from  members  of  this  House  over  and  over 
again.  Some  honourable  members  may  pre- 
tend that  they  did  not  hear  his  words;  but 
I  heard  them  distinctly  myself.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  was  asked  to  withdraw, 
Mr.  Ward 


the  House  debated  the  question,  and  on  his. 
return  to  the  House  you,  Sir,  said, — 

**  The  House  desires  me  to  express  its  opinion 
that,  having  heard  from  me  that  I  consider  the 
language  used  by  you  was  unparliamentaxr 
and  such  as  ought  not  to  be  used,  yon  shoula 
withdraw  that  language,  and  so  saye  the  House 
from  coming  to  any  resolution  on  the  subject. 
.  •  .  If  you  can  see  your  way  to  withdraw 
those  words  the  House  and  myself  desire  to- 
take  no  further  action  in  the  matter.'* 

Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman,  even  alter 
that,  did  not  vrithdiaw  the  language  he  had 
used.    He  said, — 

"  Possibly  my  infirmity  prevented  me  fronii 
hearing  distinctly  what  you  said  before  I  left 
the  chamber.  So  far  as  you  express  the 
opinion  of  the  House  and  your  own  alao,  I  can 
only  say  that  I  have  been  brought  up  in  toe 
good  a  school  not  to  know  what  deference  is 
due  to  yourself.  Sir,  and  to  this  Assembly ;  and 
I  bow  to  your  decision." 

What  I  claim  is  this :  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  before  he 
left  the  House,  used  language  of  apology 
quite  as  strong  as,  if  not  stronger  than,  the 
words  I  have  read;  and  yet  this  apolo^ 
of  the  honourable  member  for  ChristchurSs 
North  is  to  be  forgotten  altogether,  and 
the  honourable  member  is  to  be  demeaned 
by  being  brought  into  the  House  and  a  fresh 
apology  demanded  of  him.  This  is  a  course  of 
action  which  ought  not  to  reconmiend  itself  to 
any  member  of  the  House  in  reference  to  an 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  held  an  excep- 
tionally high  position  in  this  House  for  many 
years,  also  at  Home  and  in  the  colony  in  con- 
nection with  politics.  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida.  I  regret  to  hear  that  the 
Government  will  still  press  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  Minister  of  Education.  Look- 
ing at  it  from  all  points  of  view,  I  do  not  think 
they  should  stand  to  it  so  strictly  for  what  they 
consider  due  to  you.  Sir,  and  the  House.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  has  quite  sufficiently  expressed  his  regret. 
It  was  almost  in  the  heat  of  the  debate  that  he 
made  the  apology,  and  therefore  I  think  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  demanded  of  him  that  he  should  make  a 
fresh  apology.  Surely  we  ought  not  to  press  him 
so  hard  when  we  see  so  many  were  in  fault  on 
that  occasion.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  is  at  least  deserving  of 
that  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PULTON.— Is  it  any  humiliation  to  a 
gentleman,  when  he  has  stated  that  which  is 
wrong  or  has  done  that  which  is  wrong,  to  apo- 
logize for  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Twice  ? 

Mr.  FULTON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Invercargill  says  that  it  is  humiliating  for  an 
honourable  member  to  express  again  words 
he  has  used  before.  I,  for  my  part,  cannot 
see  for  one  moment  that  there  is  any  great  in- 
dignity shown  to  a  person  who  has  expressed 
his  sorrow  at  wrong -doing  in  asking  him  to 
repeat  his  expression  for  the  second  time ;  and 
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I  think  the  honouiable  gentleman  inroald  do 
honooz  to  himself,  and  it  vrould  certainly 
^Kmdnoe  much  more  to  the  hononr  of  this 
House,  if  he  vroold  consent  at  once,  without 
being  so  very  reluctant  as  he  appears  to  be,  to 
•^ay  that  he  is  ready  to  apologize  and  is  sorry  for 
trhat  he  said.  But  I  regretted  to  hear  one 
honourable  gentleman  on  those  benches  over 
"there  refer  to  members  on  ''this  side  of  the 
House,'*  as  if  this  question  was  a  party  one. 
I  ask,  what  is  it  we  seek  to  secure  ?  Is  it  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  or  is  it  the  gaining 
of  a  party  vote?  1,  for  one,  deny  that  any 
such  motive  actuates  me ;  and  I  should  be  as 
ready  to  ask  for  an  apology  from  any  honour- 
■able  gentleman  sitting  on  these  benches  who 
had  done  wrong  as  I  am  in  the  case  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North. 
Kay,  I  should  be  more  ready,  because  I  sym- 
padiize  very  much  with  the  infirmity  of  that 
honourable  gentleman,  and  I  should  be  always 
ready  to  make  allowances  for  it.  Sir,  we  have 
had  a  great  many  opinions  expressed  about 
this  matter.  The  point  has  been  put  broadly 
-and  well,  I  think,  oy  the  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham,  that  surely  we,  as  common- 
sense  men  with  a  fair  amount  of  education, 
-can  know  what  is  proper  conduct.  Conduct 
.and  words  go  together—demeanour  too.  I  was 
not  present  when  the  words  were  used,  but  it 
may  be  that  these  words  are  simple  enough, 
perhaps  not  requiring  strong  censure,  or  any 
•censure,  from  the  Chair.  Ought  we  to  be 
the  judges  of  how  those  words,  coupled  with 
-eertain  demeanour,  are  to  be  judged  by  the 
Speaker?  Above  all  things,  the  honour  and 
^dignity  and  well-being  of  this  House  must  be 
maintained.  We  have  placed  the  Speaker  in 
the  chair  as  a  judge  between  us  as  to  what  is 
proper  conduct  and  language  ;  and  now  we  are 
agoing  to  draw  nice  and  legal  distinctions  be- 
tween these  words,  instead  of  using  that 
common-sense  and  that  proper  tone  of  thought 
and  mind  which  ought  to  characterize  gentle- 
men in  their  discussions  one  with  another.  I 
.am  sure,  as  far  as  I  am  able  I  have  sought  to 
moderate  the  tone  of  any  resolution  that  could 
be  proposed  to  this  House,  and  I  do  think  that 
the  resolution  which  is  proposed  now  is  of  an 
•exceedingly  moderate  character,  and  such  as 
honourable  gentlemen  who  wish  to  see  that  the 
•dignity  of  the  House  is  preserved  might  well 
■assume  would  put  an  end  to  this  very  unde- 
sirable discussion  and  this  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  spoke  just  now  says  there  is  nothing 
Jiumiliating  in  any  gentleman  having  to  apo- 
logize when  he  has  done  wrong.  I  admit  there 
is  not ;  but  I  say  it  is  rather  hard  for  a  gentle- 
man to  apologize  for  misconduct  which  has 
been  caused  by  the  misconduct  of  some  one  else. 
You  have  this  afternoon  stated  to  the  House, 
Sir,  that  the  question  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  must  be  distinctly  con- 
:sidered  as  offensive,  and  our  Standing  Orders 
provide  that  any  member  who  makes  use  of 
language  that  is  offensive  should  be  required  to 
withdraw  it  or  apologize.  Therefore  I  take  it  that 
4be  honourable  member  for  Marsden  ought  to 


have  apologiised,  in  the  first  instance ;  and  if  he 
had  apologized  nothing  of  this  kind  would  have 
occurred.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  tiie 
honoujrable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
would  have  been  satisfied  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  had  apologized  for  raising 
this  question.  And  if  you  had  insisted  on  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  apologizing, 
that  would  seem  to  be  the  first  step  to  have 
been  taken,  because,  so  far,  it  has  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  language  made  use  of  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  offensive,  and  ought 
to  be  withdrawn ;  but  neither  the  Premier  nor 
you.  Sir,  nor  anybody  else  insisted  on  that 
gentleman  conforming  to  the  Standing  Orders, 
and  doing  that  which  we  all  admit  any  gentle- 
man should  do — that  is,  if  he  has  used  offen- 
sive language  he  should  withdraw  it.  But 
the  moment  Sir  Julius  Vogel  says  a  thing 
which  he  ought  not  to  have  said,  and  which 
perhaps  he  would  not  have  said  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  been  goaded  on  by  the 
conduct  of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden, 
he  is  at  once  called  upon  to  apologize ;  and  I 
think  if  I  were  in  his  place  I  should  probably 
have  done  the  same  as  he  has ;  and  yet  he  is  to 
be  punished  for  the  misconduct  of  some  one 
else.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri 
goes  on  to  tell  us  that  he  would  be  as  ready  to 
exact  an  apology  from  any  member  on  that 
side  of  the  House  as  he  is  ready  to  exact  an 
apology  in  this  case ;  and  if  he  was  here  this 
afternoon  when  you  gave  your  ruling  as  to  the 
words  used  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  wh}r  did  he  not  insist  on  that  gentle- 
man apologizing,  if  he  is  so  ready  to  be  just  as 
he  says  he  is  ?  He  tells  us  that  we  are  men  of 
common -sense  and  gentlemen,  who  ought  to 
know  what  is  proper  conduct  and  proper  lan- 
guage. Well,  Sir,  it  appears,  notwithstanding 
the  assertion  of  that  nonourable  gentleman^ 
that  some  of  us,  at  all  events,  do  not  know  what 
proper  language  is,  otherwise  the  question  would 
not  have  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper.  I  wish 
to  submit  this  to  you.  Sir:  The  amendment 
is  now  before  the  House  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
has  been  guilty  of  misconduct.  Now,  Sir,  I 
take  it  that  your  duty  is  to  protect  everj  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and,  as  I  understand  that  you 
ruled  that  the  honourable  member  had  been 
guilty  of  improper  language,  you  could  not 
allow  such  a  motion  to  be  put  as  that  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  should  be  censured  by  this  House 
for  his  misconduct,  because,  if  he  had  been 
guilty  of  misconduct,  you,  as  Speaker,  would 
have  called  attention  to  it  and  done  youi 
duty. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  motion  proposed  by 
the  Minister  of  Education  is,  **That  this  House 
regrets  that  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  should,  by  his  conduct,  have  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  Mr.  Speaker  to  '  name  ' 
him."  It  does  not  say  there  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  misconduct. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Perhaps  not ;  but,  if  the 
House  assumes  that  he  has  heen  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct,  that  is  a  very  severe  censure  upon 
him,  and  I  ask  you  whether  you  will  allow  such 
ft  motion  to  be  put,  seeing  that  he  has  not  been 
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guilty  of  misconduct,  for,  if  he  had  been, 
you  would  have  objected  to  it  at  once.  If  the 
House  in  this  motion  regrets  that  owing  to 
his  conduct  you  should  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  **name"  him,  it  means  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  certain  conduct  which  he  ought 
not  to  have  been  guilty  of.  I  would  ask  that 
the  Minister  of  education  should  interpret 
what  is  meant  by  suoh  words  as  are  contained 
in  the  motion.  The  resolution  says  that  he 
has  been  guilty 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — There  is  nothing  about 
guilt  or  misconduct  in  this  resolution.  The 
honourable  member  can  read  it  himself  if  he 
has  not  correctly  caught  its  purport. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM,— "  This  House  regrets  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
should,  by  his  conduct,  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  the  Speaker  to  '  name '  him."  What 
does  that  mean?  It  means  that  his  conduct 
was  such  that  Mr.  Speaker  was  obliged  to 
"  name  "  him.  Surely  Mr.  Speaker  would  not 
**name  "  him  for  excellent  conduct,  and  there- 
fore it  must  have  been  for  misconduct.  I  do 
not  think  you  can  read  it  any  other  way. 
You  did  not  call  upon  him  to  withdraw  for 
misconduct,  and  therefore  I  ask  whether  this 
resolution  can  be  proposed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  resolution  is  in  order. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Then,  I  trust  the  House 
will  assert  that  the  honourable  member  was 
not  guilty  of  misconduct.  Yesterday,  by  the 
motion  brought  before  the  House,  he  was 
charged  with  using  unparliamentary  words, 
and,  when  that  fell  through,  something  else 
was  put  in  its  place.  Thab  shows  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  brought  for- 
ward this  motion  admit  that  the  fault  is  on  the 
other  side — namely,  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden;  and  it  is  that  honourable 
gentleman  who  should  apologize,  not  only  to 
this  House,  but  also  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  North.  I  feel  certain, 
from  what  fell  from  you,  Sir,  this  afternoon, 
that  if  the  whole  affair  had  to  occur  again  you 
would  call  upon  him  to  apologize  both  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North  and 
to  the  House,  and  if  that  had  been  done  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the  discussion 
which  has  been  going  on  ever  since. 

Mr.  Seddon's  amendment  negatived. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  words  of  Mr. 
Fisher's  amendment  be  added, 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said,— May  I  be 
permitted  to  explain  that  a  little  time  ago  I  sug- 
gested an  amendment  ?  That  amendment  was 
based  upon  what  I  conceived  to  be  an  apology 
tendered  last  night  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  North ;  but  since  then  some 
remarks  have  fallen  from  you.  Sir,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  your  duty,  which  lead  me  to  believe  that 
the  apology  was  not  of  such  a  complete  nature 
as  I  had  thought.  Therefore  I  gather  that  the 
honour  of  the  House  would  not  be  sufficiently 
conserved  if  that  apology  were  received ;  and  for 
that  reason,  and  that  alone,  I  do  not  wish  to 
move  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  say  nothing  now  from  the 
chair  to  sway  the  House  in  any  way  whatever. 
Mr,  Levestam 


It  is  for  the  House  itself  to  deal  wiih  tliic 
matter,  and  I  interfere  in  no  way.  If  tha 
House  thinks  proper  to  pass  over  what  hj« 
taken  place,  it  has  full  power  to  do  so.  I  have 
only  done  what  I  did  through  a  sense  of  duty. 
and  probably  I  should  have  been  charged  witii 
neglect  of  duty  if  I  had  acted  otherwise.  Ife  is 
for  the  House  itself  to  decide  the  matter,  and 
I  shall  not  feel  in  the  slightest  degree  SLggdeiwed 
at  whatever  decision  is  come  to. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- I  should  like  to 
say  that  in  no  sense  did  I  mean  to  imply  thai 
anything  you  said  was  intended  to  sway  tha 
House.  What  I  meant  was  that  the  remarks 
you  made  led  me  somewhat  to  doubt  the 
sufficiency  of  the  apology  tendered  last  night» 
and  upon  that  ground  I  shaJl  not  move  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  motion  now  before  the  House,  That  this 
House,  while  regretting  all  the  circumstances 
which  culminated  in  the  "naming"  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North« 
and  the  language  which  that  honourable  gentle- 
man used,  accepts  the  apology  he  tendered 
before  he  left  the  chamber.  I  think  I  need 
say  nothing  in  submitting  this  amendment  to 
the  House,  except  that  I  heard  the  honourable 
gentleman  distinctly  use  these  words  —  I  was 
sitting  near  him  at  the  time ;  and  not  only  did 
I  hear  them,  but  the  honourable  member  for 
St.  Albans  was  writing  them  down :  "  Under  the 
great  provocation  I  received  I  conceive  I  had 
a  right  to  complain ;  and  if  I  have  used  language 
which  exceeded  what  this  House  considers  it 
desirable  to  use  I  regret  it."  I  think  that  is  a 
sufficient  apology,  and  that  we  should  accept  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  kindly  withdraw  his  amendment, 
and  let  us  go  to  a  ^vision  on  the  question. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  of  Mr.  Fisher's  amendment  be 
added." 

Atbs,  45. 
Allen  Izard  Rhodes 

Atkinson  Jackson  Richardson,  Q. 

Bruce  Macarthur         Ross 

Buchanan         Mackenzie,  T.   Russell 
GarroU  Marchant  Seymour 

Go  wan  McGregor  S.-Menteath 

Dodson  Mills  Taipua 

Fergus  Mitchelson        Tanner 

Fisher  Moat  Thompson,  R. 

Goldie  Monk  Thompson,  T. 

Graham  Newman  Whyte 

Hall  O'Gonor  Withy. 

Hamlin  Ormond  Tellers, 

Hislop  Peacock  Barron 

Hobbs  Pearson  Fulton. 

Hodgkinson 

Nobs,  82. 
Ballance  Grimmond         Loughrey 

Blake  Hutchison         O'Gaiiag^an 

Buxton  Jones  Parata 

Duncan  Joyce  Reeves,  R.H.J. 

Feldwick  Kelly  Reeves.  W.  P. 

Fitchett  Kerr  Richardson,  £. 

Fitzherbert        Lamach  Seddon 

Grey  Levestam  Stewart,  W.  D. 
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Taiwhanga 

Taylor 

Tombull 


For, 
Anderson 
Beetham 
Lawry 
Wilson. 


Valentine 

Walker 

Ward. 

Paibs. 


Tellers, 
Fish 
Steward,  W.  J. 

Against. 
Fraser 
Perceval 
Lance 
Guinness. 


Majority  for,  18. 

On  the  question.  That  the  motion,  as  amended, 
be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  said,— Before  that 
qvesbion  is  put,  Sir,  I  have  an  amendment  to 
moTe— one  which  I  very  much  regret  having 
to  move.  I  will  simply  say  this :  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  has  a  greater  respect  for  the 
Ghair,  or  for  the  usages  of  the  House,  than  I  have. 
I  think  you  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  I 
have  not .  come  under  your  displeasure  yet, 
although  I  have  sat  under  you  in  this  House 
for  some  years.  I  contend  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  House,  if  the  country  is  to  be  served,  we 
must  obey  the  Standing  Orders,  and  we  must, 
in  every  case,  submit  to  the  dictum  of  the 
Speaker  where  the  Speaker  is  right.  I  will 
only  say,  as  to  the  matter  out  of  which  this 
mafortunate  affair  arose,  that  an  offensive  ques- 
tion was  put  on  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honour- 
able member  who  sits  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  "  Some  men,"  we  are  told, "  have  great- 
ness thrust  upon  them,  some  are  bom  to 
greatness,  and  some  achieve  greatness."  The 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  may  decide 
under  which  class  he  comes;  but  I  may  say 
this :  that  he  lay  down  in  obscurity  last  night — 
I  do  not  mean  anything  personal ;  but  he  lay 
down  in  political  obscurity,  and  rose  up  to  find 
himself  famous.  Every  one  who  heard  that 
honourable  gentleman  get  up  last  night  and  to- 
night and  explain  why  he  brought  this  matter 
forward  must  be  convinced  of  the  purity  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  intentions.  No 
one  will  for  a  moment  doubt  it.  No  one  will 
doubt  that  that  question  was  put  upon  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try,— in  the  interests  of  retrenchment.  No 
one  will  ever  think  for  one  moment  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  inspired  by 
any  member  of  the  Government  to  put  that 
question  on  the  Order  Paper.  For  my  own 
part,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government 
would  descend  to  do  such  a  thing.  I  know 
that  such  things  have  been  talked  of  in  former 
times.  I  have  heard  of  such  things,  in  former 
times,  as  "  political  jackals "  and  "  political 
scavengers."  I  hope  I  am  in  order  in  saying 
that.  Of  course  I  do  not  apply  it  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden.  I  can  re- 
member that  in  1879  we  had  what  was  then 
called  a  "  political  scavenger ; "  but  he  never 
came  back  to  this  House  again.  All  I  will  say 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  is  that 
the  constituency  of  Marsden  should  be  proud 
of  having  sent  him  here  to  represent  them.  I 
must  say  that  the  honourable  member,  in  his 
action,  has  been  guided  by  the  purest  of 
motives  —  tiiat  he  is  purity  personified;   he 


could  not  have  been  actuated  in  this  by  other 
honourable  members.  I  feel  certain  that  the 
whole  thing  was  evolved  from  his  fertile  brain. 
To  come  back  to  the  amendment  that  I  have 
here,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  move  it  with  ex- 
treme regret.  But,  looking  at  Standing  Order 
138, 1  find  this  written : — 

"No  member  of  the  House  is  to  presume 
to  make  any  noise  or  disturbance  whilst  any 
member  is  orderly  debating,  or  whilst  any  Bill, 
order,  or  other  matter  is  being  read  or  opened ; 
and  in  any  case  of  such  noise  or  disturbance 
Mr.  Speaker  is  to  call  upon  the  member  by 
name  making  such  disturbance ;  and  every  sucli 
person  will  incur  the  displeasure  and  censure 
of  the  House." 

Now,  it  is  my  duty  to  bring  forward  this 
amendment :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  Speaker  exceeded  the  powers  he 
possesses  in  naming  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  because 
Standing  Order  138,  under  which  he  acted,  was 
not  applicable  to  the  case.  I  think  most 
honourable  members  will  agree  with  me  in 
that. 

Sir  J.  HALL. —Is  it  competent  for  the 
honourable  member  to  move  a  motion  of  cen- 
sure on  the  Speaker  in  this  way  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  quite  competent  for 
the  House  to  review  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
on  any  point. 

Major  ATKINSON.— But  without  notice? 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  intended  to  raise  that 
point  of  order,  whether  the  honourable  mem- 
ber can  bring  that  motion  forward  without 
notice. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Properly,  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker  can  only  be  brought  under  review 
on  notice  being  given  of  the  intention  to  do  so ; 
but  I  should  be  glad  if  the  House  would  allow 
the  proposed  motion  to  be  dealt  with  now,  when 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  fresh  in 
honourable  members'  minds. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  out  of  principle.  It 
is  quite  evident  to  the  House  that  the  late 
vote  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  party 
vote.  Look  at  the  division -list  and  it  will 
prove  it.  The  Premier  has  used  his  majority 
the  same  as  in  1881  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn,  when  Premier,  used  his  majority. 
As  in  that  year  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gisborne,  who 
is  held  to  be  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
settlers,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  New- 
Zealanders,  was  adjudged  by  a  majority  led  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  to  be  guilty 
of  an  offence,  and,  according  to  all  authority  on 
parliamentary  and  constitutional  practice,  was 
declared  to  have  been  wrongly  adjudged,  so 
now,  by  a  tyrannical  majority,  the  power  has 
been  used,  and  will  be  used  again  and  again, 
so  long  as  the  Continuous  Ministry  have  power 
to  use  it,  to  crush  under  their  feet  all  those 
who  differ  from  them,  and  who  wish  to  do 
that  which  is  good  for  the  country.  But  I 
say  that  in  all  New  Zealand,  from  the  North 
Cape  to  Invercargill,  there  will  be  expressed 
an  opinion  upon  this  matter  just  as  the 
public  are  now  expressing  their  opinion,  by 
telegrams  and  by  newspaper  after  newspaper, 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
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North  was  treated  unfairly  yesterday  and 
wrongly  dealt  with.  To  piublio  opinion  1 
leave  these  gentlemen  who  are  swayed  and  led 
by  the  Premier  at  the  present  moment,  for  I 
am  positive  that  their  constituents,  and  New 
Zealand  as  a  whole,  do  believe  in  fair-play,  and 
will  say  that  you  are  doing  a  grievous  wrong. 
Look  at  the  division  -  list.  The  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida,  feeling  strong  party 
bias  as  to  the  Government,  could  not  find  that 
it  was  his  duty  in  justice  to  his  constituents  to 
remain  in  the  House  to  vote  for  the  motion. 
Contrast  his  conduct  with  that  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden.  Sir,  that  honour- 
able gentleman  hails  from  a  countiy  the  sons 
of  which  love  freedom ;  and  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  obtain  freedom  for  them  are 
treated  as  we  in  this  Houso  are  treated  to- 
night. I  would  not  wish  to  deprive  his  con- 
stituents of  their  right  of  representation,  but 
surely  any  other  member  of  the  House,  under 
similar  oircnm.stauoes,  would  have  recognised 
that  he  would  have  done  more  justice  to 
himself  and  his  constituents  by  leaving  the 
chamber  and  following  the  example  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  seeing 
that  he  himself  was  the  cause  of  all  this 
trouble.  I  will  not  say  anything  stronger 
than  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  refrained  from 
voting,  especially  seeing  that  you  yourself  have 
ruled  that  his  question  had  no  right  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and  that  it  was  offensive,  and 
that  had  your  attention  been  called  to  it  you 
would  have  removed  it.  It  is  like  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  accuser  and  judge  at  the  same 
time.  If  the  constituents  of  Marsden  believe 
in  that  kind  of  representation  they  are  wel- 
come to  it.  But  I  do  think  that  members  of 
this  House  who  wish  to  do  what  is  fair  and 
right  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would  have 
been  in  better  taste  had  the  honourable  mem- 
ber retired.  This  is  not  a  question  at  all  of 
upholding  the  authority  of  the  Chair,  but  it 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  persecution,  be- 
cause the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  is  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  because 
he  is  powerful  and  is  not  allowed  to  sink  into 
privacy  as  other  honourable  members  are. 
Even  as  regards  the  house  he  lives  in,  that  is 
stated  in  a  public  print  in  Wellington  to  be  a 
«« casino."  Is  that  fair  ?  Is  it  right  the  house 
he  lives  in,  for  which  he  has  offered  to  pay 
rent  to  the  Grovemment,  should  be  termed  a 
**  casino  "  ?  More  than  that,  in  this  House  ques- 
tions have  been  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  causing  extra  ex- 
pense to  the  country  by  house-allowances  being 
given  to  those  who  are  not  occupjring  the  Minis- 
terial residences.  Compare  that  with  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  did — ^with  his  generosity 
when  he  was  similarly  situated.  Why,  in  1884 
the  Premier  paid  house-rent  in  Wellington  for 
months  before  he  went  into  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dence. The  then  member  for  Geraldine  (Mr. 
Bolleston)  occupied  the  house  in  Molesworth 
Street  long  after  the  session ;  and  the  Minister 
who  occupied  the  house  which  was  afterwards 
occupied  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tole  remained  in  it 
Mr.Seddon 


long  after  the  session.  It  was  over  two  uonliiB, 
I  believe,  before  the  incoming  MinistetB  ^rani 
into  those  houses.  There  was  an  agreemeut 
between  themselves,  and  there  was  no  eztea 
cost  to  the  colony.  We,  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  then,  asked  no  questions ;  wa 
did  not  make  it  a  personal  matter.  None  of 
us  was  primed  by  Ministers  to  put  qnesUooxs ; 
none  of  us  went  to  Ministers  and  saw  pri- 
vate memoranda  to  Ministers,  which  I  say  no 
head  of  a  department  has  a  right  to  show  to 
members.  The  Minister  of  Justice,  in  the 
member  for  Marsden's  own  words,  showed  him 
a  memorandum  from  Sir  Gteoige  Whitmore. 
The  usual  rule  with  Ministers  is  this :  When 
questions  are  asked  in  the  House  those  ques- 
tions are  submitted  to  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  FEBGUS.^Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber allow  me  to  contradict  him  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Unless    the  honourable 
member  fur  Kumara  gives  way  the 
of  Justice  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  say  that  the  qv 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
was  submitted  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  to 
Sir  George  Whitmore  as  head  of  Defence,  and 
that  geni^eman  sent  his  memorandum  so  as  to 
guide  the  Minister  in  answering  the  question. 
The  honourable  member  for  Marsden  hae.  In 
his  place  in  the  House,  said  that  the  'M^«i«^a"^ 
of  Justice  showed  him  that  memorandum.  If 
the  Minister  has  not  shown  it  to  him,  the 
Clerk  has.    The  member  for  Marsden  has  in 

his  place 1  will  give  way  to  the  honourable 

gentleman  if  I  am  saying  what  is  wrong. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  is  colouring  what  I  said.  I  stated 
distinctly  that  I  called  at  the  Defence  Minis- 
ter's office  to  make  those  inquiries.  I  put  this 
question  to  him  :  "  Had  he  received  any  official 
intimation  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  having  offered  to 
pay  the  wages  of  this  Constabulary  -  man  ?  *' 
He  said,  "  Yes."  I  then  asked  him  "  When  ?  " 
He  said,  "Yesterday;"  and  he  pointed  to  a 
file  of  papers  on  the  subject. 

An  Hon.  Mrmbeb. — Did  you  not  read  the 
memorandum  ? 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.  — I  did  not  read  it 
He  simply  pointed  to  a  file,  and  said,  '*  There 
is  a  memorandum  on  the  file  which  I  received 
yesterday." 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  want  to  know  from  honour- 
able members  whether  I  have  coloured  the 
thing  one  jot. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Entirely. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  member  for  Marsden 
says  Yes.  I  say,  most  .unmistakably*  No. 
Take  the  Hansard  report  of  what  he  said  this 
afternoon.  The  Minister  of  Defence  was  not 
here.  The  Premier  felt  so  strongly  on  the 
subject  that  he  arose  in  his  place  and  gave  the 
explanation  that  I  now  give,  and  that  was  that 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  on  the  change  of  Gkyvemment, 
mentioned  this  fact  to  the  Premier,  and  said 
that  he  would  pay  this  Constabulary-man  for 
his  attendance  upon  him.  The  Premier  agreed 
to  it,  and  the  Premier  took  the  first  opportunity, 
when  interviewing  the  head  of  the  DefeDoe 
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Department,  to  aoqaaint  him  with  this  fact. 
OonseqaeiiUy  it  wan  only  when  the  question 
was  asked  that  Sir  Geoige  Whitmore,  the  head 
of  the  Defence  Force,  notified  this  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence,  but  the  azzangement  was  entered 
into,  as  the  Premier  has  told  the  House,  im- 
mediately after  the  change  of  Government.  I 
ask*  is  it  fair,  under  these  circumstances,  that, 
when  a  member  has  put  a  question,  and  when 
another  member  has  been  challenged  and  put 
into  an  inconvenient  position,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  has  been 
— ^when  a  member  has  been  treated  harshly  by 
a  jury  who,  I  will  only  say,  I  believe  are  pre- 
judiced against  him, — is  it  fair  that  Ministers 
should  take  the  action  they  have  taken,  or 
that  a  member  should  go  and  collect  evidence 
to  substantiate  his  own  position,  and  place 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  accused  in  a 
worse  position  than  he  was  in  when  the  trial 
commenced?  The  honourable  member  for 
Chzistchurch  Norbh  has  not  been  treated  fairly 
in  this  matter.  Holding,  as  I  say  he  should, 
the  position  of  a  private  member,  is  it  right, 
aimpiy  because  he  leads  the  Opposition,  or  be- 
cause he  is  a  master  of  finance — simply  because 
it  has  been  admitted  that  as  an  administrator 
he  has  no  equal  in  this  House  ? 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Who  is  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  The  proof  of  that  lies  in 
the  fact  that  the  departments  which  have  been 
under  his  control,  notwithstanding  that  he  has 
been  accused  of  extravagance,  have  been  found 
to  be  the  only  departments  which  the  Minis- 
ters cannot  see  their  way  to  touch.  It  is  only 
jnst  and  right  to  say  that.  When  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  was  on 
those  benches  no  member  in  opposition  went 
to  him  for  information  but  he  was  treated 
civilly,  and  had  the  information  given  to  him. 
There  was  no  question  of  party  at  all.  If  we 
had  a  regret  on  this  side  of  the  House  it  was 
that  ho  was  too  generous  to  his  opponents.  Is 
his  generosity  to  be  rewarded  in  the  maimer  in 
which  a  majority  of  this  House  desire  to  reward 
it  ?  Sir,  ere  long  a  revolution  in  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  the  colony  will  take  place. 
Tho  present  proceeding  simply  amounts  to 
party  persecution.  This  persecution  will  ulti- 
mately recoil  upon  those  who  are  guilty  of 
itb  The  treatment  by  the  Government  of  the 
overtures  which  have  been  made  by  this  side  of 
the  House  will  recoil  upon  themselves.  You  will 
not  be  raised,  Sir,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  this  country  by  the  cartying  of  the 
motion  that  is  now  proposed  by  the  Minister  of 
Biducation.  I  believe,  if  you  were  permitted  to 
aj^eak,  and  were  not  situated  as  you  are  there, 
with  your  tongue  tied,  you  would  have  said — 
as  the  generous  man  you  are  and  always  have 
beoi — you  would  have  said,  '*  The  thing  has 
gone  far  enough,  and  should  have  been  with- 
drawn long  ago."  I  believe  in  treating  an 
opponent  with  generosity  when  you  see  him 
helpless,  when  you  see  that  it  is  beyond  his 
control  to  be  here  to  defend  himself.  It  is  not 
too  late  to  withdraw  further  proceedings,  by 
nagafciving  both  the  amendment  and  the 


lution.  Let  us  aooept  what  was  stated  by  tha 
honourable  member  on  the  floor  of  the  Houae* 
and  have  no  more  of  this  unpleasant  proceed- 
ing. What  can  be  gained  by  proceeding  further 
with  this  ?  I  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  should  have  equally 
been  permitted  to  vote  on  this  occasion — to 
vote  himself  innocent — ^if  it  was  right  for  the 
member  for  Marsden  to  have  voted  for  the 
resolution  which  has  just  now  been  passed.  Is 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
not  to  be  permitted  to  give  his  reasons  why  thai 
motion  should  not  be  carried  ?  I  pause  for  an 
answer.  Will  this  motion  be  read  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— When  a  motion  is  carried, 
of  course  the  Speaker  will  communicate  it  at 
once  to  the  honourable  member  who  is  thereby 
afiected. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  pleased  at  all  events 
at  that  answer,  that  the  honourable  member 
particularly  affected  will  be  called  in,  and  that 
the  decision  will  be  read  to  him.  Then,  Sir,  what 
is  the  unfortunate  position  ?  He  may  wish  to 
traverse  that  motion,  but  the  forms  of  the 
House  will  prevent  him.  He  will  have  to  give 
notice  of  motion.  Will  those  who  have  ad- 
judged him  guilty  of  misconduct — because  that 
is  what  the  motion  means— will  they  to-night 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  traverse  what  has 
been  done  by  the  House?  Or  will  the  House 
proceed  to  other  business,  and  leave  him  stand- 
mg  with  a  stigma  upon  him  until  the  forms  of 
the  House  will  permit  him  to  bring  the  matter 
forward  on  another  day  ?  Will  the  House  do 
that,  or  will  they  give  him,  in  all  fairness,  an 
opportunity  of  traversing  this  motion  to-night? 
A  decision  has  been  hastily  come  to.  Todd, 
May,  and  the  whole  of  the  authorities  on 
parliamentary  practice  say  distinctly  that  the 
charge  made  must  be  read  over  to  the  member 
accused  of  misconduct,  whether  it  be  miscon- 
duct as  regards  words  or  misconduct  affecting 
a  position  similar  to  that  which  we  are  in 
now.  I  believe  the  Premier  will,  as  usual, 
say  "No."  There  is  a  majority  who  are  de- 
termined to  carry  anything  proposed  from  the 
Government  benches.  All  we  can  say  is  this : 
We  are  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  this  motion  is  carried, 
it  simply  means  that  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  may  be  disfranchised  on  the 
dictum  of  the  Speaker.  That  is  the  case  if  the 
Speaker  has  the  power  to  order  a  member  out 
of  the  House,  as  was  done  in  this  case.  The 
House  was  not  called  upon  to  rule  at  all.  This 
is  the  first  time  the  House  has  hastily  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  throw  away  its  rights 
and  privileges.  You,  Sir,  may  order  me  or 
any  other  honourable  member  to  leave  the 
chamber,  and  so  disfranchise  our  constitu- 
ents*; and  it  simply  means  that  your  posi- 
tion is  not  that  of  one  who  rules  accoi^ing 
to  the  Standing  Orders,  but  is  simply  that  of  a 
dictator.  And,  Sir,  what  did  the  Speaker  say 
to  the  King  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  ?  He 
said,  "  I  have  neither  eyes  to  see  nor  ears  to 
hear  except  as  the  House  directs  me ;  but  all  I 
see  or  all  I  know  is  through  the  House  itself." 
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I  say  there  is  no  member  in  this  House  safe  if 
the  position  now  taken  up  is  to  be  allowed  as 
a  precedent ;  and  I  trust  the  whole  House  will 
at  all  events  review  the  position  by  appointing 
a  Committee  to  look  up  precedents.  If  that  is 
done,  Sir,  then  we  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity ourselves  of  saying,  later  on,  that  the 
majority  have  done  wrong,  instead  of  leaving 
it  to  historians  to  say  so,  as  was  done  in  1879 
by  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  in  New  Zealand  when,  simply  because  of 
an  honourable  member  insisting  on  his  right 
to  move  for  reporting  progress,  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  ruled  that  he  would  not  take 
the  motion,  and  brought  him  before  the  Chair, 
and  said  that  he  had  been  disorderly.  That  is 
a  precedent,  and  if  honourable  members  will 
look  at  what  occurred  on  that  occasion  they 
will  see  that  you  youself ,  Sir,  asked  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  of  what  offence  the  honour- 
able member  for  Totara  had  been  guilty,  and 
the  answer  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  was 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  moving  amotion 
that  he  as  Chairman  had  ruled  that  he  would 
not  take.  You  yourself.  Sir,  on  the  occasion 
ruled  tliat  the  honourable  member  for  Totara 
should  know  of  what  he  was  accused,  so  that 
he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  answering  it, 
and  honourable  gentlemen  will  see  that  if  they 
will  look  in  Hansard.  Now,  what  is  the  posi- 
tion here  ?  Tbe  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  has  been  adjudged  guilty.  This 
having  been  put  to  him  by  this  House — which 
has  refused  to  allow  the  Hansard  report  of 
what  occurred  to  be  placed  before  us — without 
evidence,  and  without  doing  justice,  the  ma- 
jority supporting  the  Government  have  passed 
this  resolution.  I  shall  go  home  from  this 
Assembly  to-night  with  my  conscience  clear ; 
but  it  wUl  not  be  so  with  honourable  members 
who  have  voted  for  the  motion.  I  shall  in 
after- time  be  able  to  look  back  with  pleasure 
upon  our  proceedings  to-night,  so  far  as  my 
vote  and  what  I  have  done  are  concerned ;  but, 
Sir,  I  believe  the  majority  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  public  opinion  asserts  itself 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  New 
Zealand,  will  have  to  admit  that  they  have 
done  wrong;  and  I  say  that  they  have  done 
wrong  simply  upon  prejudiced  party  grounds. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON. —Will  you  rule,  Sir, 
whether  Sir  Julius  Vogel  has  a  right  to  be 
heard  as  to  this  charge  before  the  House  pro- 
nounces judgment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Sir  Julius  Vogel  cannot  be 
tent  for  till  some  resolution  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Supposing  the  resolu- 
tion was  made,  will  Sir  Julius  Vogel  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  House 
proceeds  to  judgment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Sir  Julius  Vogel  cannot  be 
heard  till  the  House  has  come  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  refer  you  to  Standing 
Order  142 :  "  Every  member  against  whom  any 
charge  has  been  made,  having  been  hoard  in 
his  place,  is  to  withdraw  while  such  charge  is 
under  debate."  Yesterday  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was 
called  to  order  by  yourself  for  some  words  used, 
and  that  the  words  used  were  the  gravamen  of 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  offence  is  clear  from  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  Premier.  Assuming  that  he  was  hosBtl 
in  reference  to  words,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
the  resolution  referring  to  the  words  has  been 
withdrawn  and  a  distinctly  different  one  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  dealing  with  his  oondncL 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  has  not  been  heard  on  that 
charge  at  all.  I  submit  he  must  be  heard  in 
justification,  if  he  has  any  justification,  befon 
the  House  proceeds  to  judge  one  way  or  tha 
other.  I  ask  your  ruling.  Sir,  assuming  the 
House  affirms  that  resolution  of  the  Minister 
of  Education,  will  Sir  Julius  Vogel  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  with  reference  to 
"  conduct  •'  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Whatever  resolution  the 
House  comes  to  will  be  communicated  to  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  as  soon  as  he  enters  the  House. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Not  before  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Not  before.  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  cannot  be  admitted  to  tiie  House  until 
the  House  comes  to  some  resolution  in  regard 
to  what  took  place  yesterday. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— My  point  is  this: 
that  his  attention  has  already  been  attracted 
to  certain  words.  The  resolution  of  the  Pre- 
mier clearly  indicated  that  the  charge  yes- 
terday was  the  use  of  those  words.  That  is 
now  altered ;  and  I  think  that  is  clear  be- 
cause the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Premier 
yesterday  has  been  negatived,  and  a  new  one 
is  now  before  the  House,  proposed  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  on  a  distinctly  dif- 
ferent issue,  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
Premier's  resolution  has  been  negatived.  By 
the  one  now  moved  Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  chaiged 
with  misconduct,  or  conduct  that  broaght 
down  a  reprimand  upon  him  from  yoursell 
Now,  I  submit  that  in  justice  he  must  be 
heard  as  to  conduct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  stated  twice 
that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  cannot  be  heard  until  the 
House  comes  to  some  determination  with  re- 
gard to  what  took  place  yesterday. 

Mr.  FISH. — Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  express,  and  I 
do  it  with  the  utmost  deference  and  respect  to 
you,  my  own  view  in  regard  to  your  action  in 
this  matter  yesterday.  I  think  there  can  bene 
doubt,  from  the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from 
the  leading  members  of  the  House,  that  your 
action  was  not  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Standing  Orders.  ^ly  own  common-sense  telk 
me  also,  looking  at  the  Standing  Orders,  that 
it  was  not,  and  therefore  really  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  is  wrongly 
arraigned.  I  do  not  think  that  the  honouiable 
gentleman  has  been  treated  by  this  House  in  as 
generous  a  manner  as  he  should  have  be^ 
having  in  view  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  case.  It  was  first  of  all  started  by  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden, 
which  you  yourself  have  said  to  be  a  very  offen- 
sive question.  The  next  phase  was  yourself 
interrupting  the  honourable  gentleman  on  two 
occasions.  And,  Sir,  I  desire  to  say  that,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  on  the  two  first  ocoasions  whea 
you  checked  the  honourable  gentleman  yoa 
were  not  justified  in  doing  so — that  the  Ian-  I 
guage  the  honourable  gentleman  used  on  Hum 
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two  occasions  "was  not  nnparliamentary ;  and 
I  am  quite  certain  that  I  speak  the  truth 
when  I  say  that  dozens  and  dozens,  nay,  hun- 
dreds of  times  in  this  House  I  have  heard 
woods  far  stronger  than  those  used  hy  the 
honoorahle  gentleman  which  have  met  with  no 
censure  from  yourself.  Very  well ;  if  that  he  so, 
— ^and  I  think  it  is, — and  if  it  be  also  true  that 
the  question  put  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden  was  offensive,  and  calculated  deeply 
to  wound  and  annoy  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  and  since  the  injury 
under  which  he  was  smarting  was  aggravated 
by  what  he  conceived  and  what  I  conceive 
to  be  your  unnecessary  interference  with  his 
speech  at  the  time  I  refer  to,  is  it  not  natural 
and  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  have  lost  his  temper,  as  in 
point  of  fact  he  did,  and  that  he  then  made  use 
of  words  which  I  conceive  to  be  a  breach  of 
privilege  ?  Up  to  that  point  when  he  used  those 
words  to  which  I  refer  you  did  not  act  with 
the  usual  discretion  and  judgment  which  so 
distinguishes  your  actions  on  other  occasions. 
Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  do  not  blame  the  Government 
for  the  course  they  have  taken.  The  Premier, 
I  think,  has  made  considerable  efforts  to  adopt 
a  conciliatory  course.  I  do  not  blame  him ; 
bat  what  I  do  blame  is  this:  The  Premier 
stated  to  his  party  that  he  did  not  wish  to  con- 
sider them  as  a  party  in  this  matter ;  that 
he  was  bound  to  propose  a  resolution  to  the 
House  as  the  head  of  the  Government ;  and  he 
distinctly  told  his  supporters  that  he  did  not 
wish  them  to  consider  him,  or  to  look  at  this 
in  the  light  of  a  party  question.  That,  Sir,  is 
what  I  understood  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  but  what  did  we  find  ?  We  found  every 
Government  supporter,  irrespective  of  his  own 
feelings  in  the  matter,  going  into  the  lobby 
and  voting  with  the  Government,  and,  with- 
out regard  to  justice  or  fair  play,  evidencing 
party  hatred  and  ill-feeling  towards  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North. 

Hon.  Mbubebs. — No,  no. 

BIr.  FISH.— Sir,  I  say,  Yes.  That  members 
did  so  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt.  There 
is  something  also  particularly  peculiar  in  the 
action  of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden. 
If  my  memory  serves  me  rightly,  he  does  show 
animus  somewhere,  and  I  fancy  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  have  been  mistaken,  not- 
withstanding what  he  has  said,  and  that  he 
was  influenced  in  some  way  or  other,  and  egged 
on  to  do  this  thing.  If  I  recollect  rightly, 
the  Premier  distinctly  told  us  in  his  place  yes- 
terday that  which  he  has  stated  to-day — that 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
had  the  use  of  an  Armed  Constabulary  man 
with  his  full  permission  and  consent,  and  that 
he  was  paying  for  that  man.  The  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  heard  that  statement; 
and  why  then  did  he  make  further  inquiries  in 
the  matter?  Why  not  accept  the  assurance  of 
his  chief — the  head  of  the  Government  ?  Sir, 
that  seems  peculiar.  What  do  we  find  the 
honourable  gentleman  doing  next?  We  find 
him  down  in  the  Defence  Minister's  office,  ask- 


ing questions  of  the  Defence  Minister  which 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  answered.  We 
find  him  asking  whether  the  Minister  of  Defence 
had  a  memorandum  in  his  office  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North* 
and  when  he  got  it. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  made  no  such  statement.  I  never 
asked  the  Defence  Minister  if  he  had  a  memo- 
randum from  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  he  was  in  actual  communica- 
tion with  the  Minister  of  Defence.  Certainly 
he  did  say  so. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  never  said  it. 

Mr.  PISH.— Well,  I  should  like  to  know,  am 
I  to  understand  that  yesterday  or  to-day  he  did 
not  interview  the  Minister  of  Defence  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Do  not  answer. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Yes;  I  interviewed 
the  Defence  Minister  to-day,  and  I  consider  I 
was  perfectly  justified  in  doing  so.  It  was 
thrown  in  my  face  yesterday  in  this  House  that 
when  I  wanted  information  I  should  go  pri- 
vately and  get  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  went  to-day  to 
obtain  information  privately,  and  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  blame  me  for  doing  so. 
It  seems  that,  no  matter  what  I  do  to  obtain 
information,  I  cannot  please  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite.  I  have  done  nothing  thus 
far  but  what  I  am  justified  in  doing  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

Mr.  FISH. — The  honourable  gentleman  con- 
firms every  word  I  said. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— No. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  am  much  obliged  for  the  ex- 
treme courtesy  which  actuated  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  say  to  the  honourable  member, 
"  Do  not  answer  him.*'  If  that  is  a  sample  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  courtesy  and  polite- 
ness, I  say,  God  save  us  from  it.  I  do  not  wish 
to  state  matters  wrongly,  but  I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  state  that  he  had  had 
an  interview  with  the  Defence  Minister.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  say  that  the  question  came  up 
if  he  had  received  a  memorandum,  and  that  the 
reply  of  tlie  Defence  Minister  was,  "  I  have  just 
got  the  return  on  the  file — I  got  it  yesterday." 
The  inference  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
wished  the  public  to  draw  from  that  was  that 
it  was  only  yesterday,  and  after  his  question 
had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper,  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
arranged  with  the  Government  to  pay  for  this 
man.  And  if  the  Defence  Minister's  words 
to  that  honourable  gentleman  meant  anything 
at  all,  they  ^ust  have  conveyed  to  him,  as 
apparently  they  did,  that  that  was  the  absolute 
fact. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  must  rise  again  to  a 
point  of  order.    I  never  did  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  cannot  understand  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  done.  He  says  at 
one  moment  that  he  saw  the  Defence  Minister, 
that  the  Defence  Minister  said  certain  things, 
and,  in  reply  to  his  inquiries  when  this  memo- 
randum came  into  his  possession,  the  reply 
was,  **  Yesterday."    That  is  what  the  honour- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ^" 


412 


Privikge. 


[HOUSE.] 


Priviiege. 


[Not.  IS 


able  gentleman,  stated.  He  does  not  deny  that, 
fiixrely? 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— No. 

Mr.  FISH. — Then  why  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  get  up  and  contradict  me  ?  Then  I 
say  that  what  he  wished  to  convey  te  the  pub- 
lic was  that  it  was  an  after-thought  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch  North  to 
pay  for  this  man;  and  the  Defence  Minister 
apparently  conveyed  to  his  mind  the  same  im- 
pression that  coming  in  to-da^  he  wished  to 
convey  to  the  public.  Now,  Sir,  it  appears  to 
me  that  is  very  unfair,  and  I  really  cannot 
understand  how  such  a  state  of  things  comes 
about.  The  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
says  he  is  blamed  for  going  to  the  Defence 
Minister.  By  no  means.  I  do  not  blame  him. 
But  I  say  it  is  a  pity  he  did  not  go  to  the 
Defence  Minister  before  he  put  his  question 
on  the  Paper.  It  is  quite  proper  for  a  member 
to  go  to  Ministers.  We  all  go  to  them,  and 
nol^y  for  one  moment  will  think  of  object- 
ing to  any  honourable  member  who  does  so ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have 
adopted  that  course  in  the  first  instance.  I 
will  only  say  that  I  find  since  the  adjournment 
that  the  memorandum  to  which  I  have  been 
referring  was  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Defence 
from  the  Under-Secretary.  I  was  referring  to 
the  wrong  document. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  simply  wish  to 
say  that  the  more  one  thinks  over  these  pro- 
ceedings the  more  convinced  one  becomes  of 
the  great  caution  which  should  be  exercised  in 
carrying  them  out.  Nothing  could  be  more 
convincing  of  the  great  danger  surrounding  the 
consequences  of  proceedings  of  this  kind  than 
this  very  important  fact :  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Ohristchurch  North  was  **  named  " 
yesterday  for  something,  and  asked  to  retire, 
and  the  Premier  was  asked  to  formulate  a 
charge  against  him.  He  formulated  a  charge 
imputing  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  North  unparliamentary  language. 
That  charge  has  been  abandoned.  Now,  no- 
thing could  convince  one  more  clearly  of  the 
fact  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ohrist- 
church North  could  not  have  understood  the 
charge  against  him  than  that  the  Premier 
himself  did  not  know  what  the  charge  was. 
He  apparently  was  charged,  as  I  understood 
from  you,  Sir,  with  misconduct  or  disorderly 
conduct,  and  the  Premier  charged  him  with 
unparliamentary  language.  Now,  the  pro- 
cedure for  these  two  charges — unparliamentary 
language  and  misconduct  —  and  the  punish- 
ments, are  entirely  different;  and  I  conceive 
that  even  in  an  ordinary  case  in  the  Police 
Oourt  Hhe  prisoner  has  always  an  opportunity  of 
answering  a  charge  before  he  is  condenmed. 
If  a  person  is  charged  even  with  the  most 
trifling  offence  and  brought  before  the  Oourt,  the 
oharge  is  read  over  to  him,  and  he  is  asked, 
before  he  is  condemned,  what  he  has  to  say 
in  answer  to  the  oharge  made  against  him. 
Now,  here  we  have  this,  as  a  matter  of  fact : 
that  the  charge  which  was  brought  against  the 
honourable  member  by  the  Premier  yesterday 
has  ,been  absolutely  and  totally  abandoned, 
Mr.  Fish 


and  a  new  charge  has  bean  prefezxed 
him,  and  he  has  not  been  heard  in  defence  o( 
that  charge.  I  say  with  consideri^e  oaa- 
fidenoe,  and  upon  broad  principles  of  jus- 
tice, that  it  would  be  unfair  to  condemn  tlie 
honourable  member  for  Ohristehozch  North 
without  giving  him  an  opportunity  ol  saying 
what  he  has  to  say  in  defence  of  the  new 
charge  which  haa  been  formulated  against  him. 
If  matters  of  this  kind  are  to  be  decked  in  thii 
haphazard  or  happy-go-lucky  way,  that,  if  one 
charge  does  not  suit,  another  is  to  be  proposed, 
then,  I  submit,  a  dangerous  practice  will  be 
adopted.  One  has  only  to  refer  to  the  authori- 
ties to  see  the  great  care,  the  almost  extzeme 
caution,  exercised  inprocciedings  of  this  kind  in 
various  deliberative  Assemblies.  I  will  just 
quote  one  or  two  instances  to  show  the  great 
care  that  has  been  exercised  in  this  matter.  I 
am  quoting  now  from  a  standard  work  on  tbs 
Oanadian  Legislature,  which  is,  of  course,  sap- 
ported  by  May  and  the  other  English  aatho- 
rities.  The  practice  is  fully  discussed  at  page 
870  of  Bourinot  on  Parliamentary  Procedun 
in  Oanada.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  North  has  no  opportunity  of 
answering  this  new  charge  alleged  to-night. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  stated  that  when  he 
intimated  his  desire  to  make  furtiier  expla- 
nation the  House  would  consent  to  its  being 
done. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— But  he  is  not  now 
before  the  House.  This  proceeding  assumes 
that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  out  of  the  House,  and 
that  none  of  us  is  under  the  slightest  obliga- 
tion to  go  to  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
say  anything  to  him.  I  myself  have  not  eom- 
municated  with  him  this  evening  on  the  sub- 
ject. Then,  on  the  question  of  taking  woids 
down,  this  work  says  that  the  words  must  be 
taken  down  at  the  time  they  are  uttered. 
We  are  not  agreed  upon  the  words  usi^  or 
upon  the  conduct.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  that 
no  two  members  in  this  House  will  agree  as  to 
what  misconduct  he  has  been  guilty  of.  One 
said  that  he  had  spoken  unparliamentszy 
words ;  another  said  that  his  manner  was  ob- 
jectionable ;  another,  that  he  set  your  ruling  at 
defiance,  and  so  forth.  The  offence  ol  using 
unparliamentary  language  is  a  totally  distinct 
offence  from  misconduct.  I  submit,  Sir,  wi& 
very  great  confidence,  that  we  are  proceeding 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Ohrist- 
church North  for  so-called  misconduct  which 
the  Premier  has  not  been  able  to  define,  which 
no  member  of  this  House  has  attempted  to 
define;  and  yet  the  motion  is  a  much  mens 
severe  one  than  if  he  were  called  on  to  give  an  ex- 

Slanation  of  what  he  did  do.  He  is  not  asked  to 
o  that.  But  he  is  said  to  be  gpiilty  of  something 
he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  explaining.  If 
parliamentary  procedure  means  that  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  is  to  be  condemned  unheard, 
without  any  charge  being  formulated,  if  he  is 
to  be  condemned  by  a  mere  vote  of  the  House 
irrespective  of  what  the  complaint  may  be, 
then,  I  say,  the  liberties  of  this  House  are  in- 
deed in  danger,  and  no  member  is  safe.  All 
that  has  apparently  to  be  done  is  to  "  name  *'  a 
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xoember,  and  then,  by  a  mere  majority,  the 
House  can  declare  him  guilty  of  anything 
under  the  sun,  v^ithout  telli^  him  what  that  is. 
I  do  submit,  Sir,  as  a  mere  matter  of  justice, 
goyemed  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  procedure,  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
should  know  what  the  conduct  is  of  which  we 
complain,  and  should  have  an  opportunity  here 
here  of  explaining  that  conduct  before  we  pass 
sentence  upon  him;  and  I  enter  my  protest 
against  the  sentence  which  is  about  to  be  pro- 
nounced, and  which  will  no  doubt  be  quoted 
in  future  as  a  precedent,  and  will  be  a  prece- 
dent of  a  very  dangerous  character. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
baa,  for  the  same  reason  as  that  laid  down  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West, 
because  I  think  every  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  here 
and  to  defend  his  own  case.  I  do  not  think, 
myself,  though  it  was  very  ably  pointed  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  that 
we  have  taken  into  consideration  the  unfortu- 
nate infirmities  under  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  labours.  I  al- 
lude especially  to  his  deafness,  and  I  conclude 
that,  when  making  these  assertions,  he  did  not 
bear  the  remarks  made  by  the  Speaker,  or  did 
not  comprehend  their  full  meaning ;  and  that, 
I  think,  will  be  perceived  very  plainly  if  you 
look  through  the  report — which,  as  far  as  I 
remember  the  circumstances,  was  a  very  cor- 
rect report  indeed— which  was  published  in  the 
^eto  Zealand  TtTnes  this  morning.  My  be- 
lief is  that  he  did  not  understand  or  did  not 
recognise  the  objections  raised  to  his  words  by 
the  Speaker.  When  the  remark  was  made 
that  tne  honourable  member  for  Marsden  was 
ignorant  both  of  men  and  manners,  I  could 
not  see,  myself,  that  that  was  an  allegation 
of  a  serious  character  against  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden.  It  might  have  compre- 
hended this :  ignorance  of  the  rules  and 
manners  of  this  House;  because  I  think 
every  honourable  member  should  exercise  that 
courtesy  to  another  that,  if  he  had  a  question 
to  ask  or  a  complaint  to  make,  he  would 
go  to  the  honourable  member  affected  first 
and  say,  "  I  am  going  to  ask  this  question  " — 
which  any  honourable  member  who  had  been 
long  enough  in  the  House  would  have  done — 
**  I  am  going  to  ask  this  question  concerning 
Tou."  That  was  the  course  that  ought  to  have 
been  recognised.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  referred  to  the 
bonourable  gentleman's  ignorance  of  the  cus- 
toms and  manners  of  this  House.  Possibly  the 
Speaker  spoke  in  a  louder  and  what  appeared 
a  more  severe  tone  than  if  he  had  been  speak- 
ing to  an  ordinary  member  of  this  House ;  and 
that  at  once  raised  a  sort  of  recrimination, 
unfortunately,  between  the  Speaker  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North. 
The  Premier  pointed  out  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  justify  the  charges.  Now  I  appre- 
hend it  was  just  the  thing  the  honourable 
member  did — he  was  endeavouring  to  justify 
himself  by  making  other  charges — which  I 


very  much  regret  indeed,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  every  member  regrets  it.  Still,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  an  offence  which  calls  for  the 
severe  censure  that  is  endeavoured  to  be  placed 
on  the  honourable  gentleman.  We  must  re- 
member his  great  services  to  the  country.  An 
honourable  member  last  night  referred  to  the 
average  abilities  of  honourable  members ;  but 
if  we  judge  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North  by  his  ability  we  must  judge  him 
by  the  very  highest  standard.  3nt,  though  he 
has  an  extraoiSinaiy  degree  of  ability,  I  do  not 
think  that  is  any  reason  why  he  should  be 
treated  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  severity. 
I  think  it  is  not  too  late  to  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  an  opportunity  of  entering  this 
House  and  defending  himself,  which,  I  am  sure, 
he  would  do  with  moderation  and  ability  ;  and 
it  would  place  the  House  in  a  higher  position  if 
we  allowed  him  to  enter  and  explain  anything 
that  was  wanting  in  the  apology  which  he  made 
when  leaving  the  House  yesterday.  I  do  not 
consider  m3rself  a  standard  of  judgment  of  what 
should  be  done  in  the  House  ;  but  I  think  the 
words  he  uttered  when  leaving  should  be  quite 
Sufficient  to  any  member  for  expressing  his 
regret  if  he  had  used  any  language  in  the  heat 
of  argument  that  he  was  afterwards  sorry  for. 
There  is  every  reason  why  this  business  should 
be  brought  to  an  end.  Its  being  prolonged  is 
costing  the  country  a  thousand  times  more  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  hoped 
to  save— it  is  a  case  of  "  saving  at  the  spigot 
and  letting  out  at  the  bung-hole."  I  told 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  that,  if  he 
had  any  doubt  about  this  matter,  he  could  go 
to  the  Treasurer  and  find  out  the  exact  facts ; 
but,  from  the  course  that  has  been  taken, 
I  cannot  divest  my  mind  of  a  strong  con- 
viction that  the  cause  of  all  this  is  some 
animus  existing  against  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  and  that  this  matter 
is  brought  forward  to  pour  the  greatest  con- 
tempt upon  him.  His  misfortune  is,  that  this 
question  was  allowed  to  ap^pear  for  days  and 
days  on  the  Paper  before  it  was  put,  and  it 
went  over  the  country  in  every  direction  that  a 
great  enormity  had  been  discovered, — ^that  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  was  employing  servants  at  the 
public  expense.  It  has  been  said  before  in  this 
House  that  if  you  give  a  lie  twenty-four  hours' 
start  you  can  never  overtake  it :  this  has  gone 
forth  over  the  country,  and  any  explanation 
which  the  honoumble  member  for  Christchurch 
North  could  make  would  take  a  long  time  be- 
fore it  could  reach  those  whom  it  was  wished 
to  reach.  Much  as  I  differ  often  from  the  Pre- 
mier, yet  I  was  glad  to  see  the  way  in  which  he 
tried  to  aprange  matters  satisfactorily  between 
the  House,  himself,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North ;  but  I  felt  humili- 
ated when  I  heard  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden  say,  in  effect,  that  he  had  gone  to  one  of 
the  Ministers  and  asked  if  the  statement  made 
by  the  Premier  was  true.  That  was  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  said  he  did, 
and  no  language  he  can  use  will  explain  that 
away.  He  heard  the  Premier  say,  yesterday, 
that  he  had  made  an  agreement   with   the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AU 


.Privilege. 


[HOUSE.] 


Privilege. 


[Nov.  16 


honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North — 
■an  agreement  honourable  to  both — but,  after 
hearing  that  statement  made  by  the  Premier 
of  the  colony  to  the  House,  he  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  go  to  one  of  the  subordinates  of  the 
Government  and  ask  him  if  the  statement  made 
by  the  Premier  was  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  never  asked  such  a 
question.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  mak- 
ing a  statement  which  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Then,  Sb,  what  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  mean  ?  He  told  us  that 
he  had  been  to  the  Defence  Office  to  find  out 
the  facts  of  the  case,  after  he  had  heard  the 
Premier  make  a  statement  of  the  facts  yester- 
day. The  honourable  member  cannot  get  out 
of  it  that  he  went  to  the  Defence  Office  and 
asked,  virtually,  if  the  statement  of  the  Premier 
was  correct  or  not^  In  doing  so  he  directly 
cast  an  imputation  on  the  Premier  in  regard 
to  a  statement  he  had  made  in  this  House. 
He  went  to  a  subordinate  Minister  and  asked 
him,  **I8  the  statement  made  by  your  chief 
correct  ?  " 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  say  I  did  not. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Very  well ;  but  there  the 
fact  remains,  that  the  honourable  member  went 
to  the  Defence  Office  this  morning.  I  have 
always  understood  that,  when  the  Premier  of 
the  colony,  from  his  place,  made  a  statement  of 
facts  to  the  House,  it  was  accepted;  and  I 
consider  that  any  member  who  by  indirect 
means  tries  to  throw  doubt  on  that  statement 
is  doing  great  injury  to  the  character  of  this 
House.  I  admit  that  the  Premier  has  made 
every  effort  he  possibly  could,  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  get  rid  of  this  unpleasant  business, 
and  the  circumstances  are  such  that  it  is  im- 
perative that  every  honourable  member  should 
do  aU  he  possibly  can  to  effect  a  peaceful  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty,  and  at  once.  I  hope  the 
House  will  endeavour  to  support  the  efforts  of 
the  Premier,  and,  if  by  any  means  the  resolu- 
tion now  before  the  House  can  be  softened 
80  as  to  be  made  acceptable  to  all  honour- 
able members,  I  hope  it  will  be  done.  I 
have  been  told  by  many  honourable  members 
that  they  regretted  my  proposal  to  strike  out 
the  words  '*  by  his  conduct "  was  not  adopted  ; 
but  I  have  taken  the  opinion  of  several  honour- 
able members,  who  told  me  that  with  the 
amendment  the  motion  would  be  useless,  for 
this  reason :  that  it  is  only  for  his  conduct 
that  a  member  can  be  "  named  "  in  the  House. 
But  I  do  earnestly  ask  honourable  members  to 
now  dispose  of  this  business  and  end  it — a  busi- 
ness which  has  not  been  at  all  creditable  to 
any  honourable  member  in  this  House,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest.  I  beg  of  honourable 
members,  if  they  have  any  regcurd  for  the 
honour  and  privileges  of  the  House,  to  en- 
deavour by  sill  means  possible  to  come  to  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty  immediately.  I  do 
beg  of  the  Premier,  if  it  be  possible,  to  allow  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North — as 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  has 
shown  it  is  the  proper  course  to  take — to  take 
some  course  by  which  the  honourable  member 
.  for  Christchurch  North  can  come  into  the 
Mr.  Tumbull 


House  and  state  to  the  House  the  circozD- 
stances  that  occurred;  and  I  have  no  doabt 
that  everything  then  would  be  settled  satis- 
factorily. I  again  earnestly  beg  honourable 
members  to  come  at  once  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
matter.  We  must  remember  that  this  is  not  a 
question  which  concerns  only  one  or  two 
individuals  here,  but  the  whole  honour  aad 
character  of  the  House  depends  on  our  conduct 
on  this  occasion.  If  Sir  Julius  Vogel  can  be 
allowed  to  come  into  the  House  and  ezplatn 
his  words  I  am  sure  there  will  be  an  im- 
mediate and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  stated  thai 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  at  liberty  to  come  in  and 
make  any  explanation  he  may  desire.  I  will  go 
further,  and,  as  put  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West — ^whom  I  thank  for  quoting 
the  latest  authority  on  the  subject— I  am  will- 
ing to  receive  through  any  friend  of  Sir  Julius 
Vogers  any  such  explanation  as  may  be  satis- 
factory to  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  is  with  very  great  pain 
that  I  have  listened  to  the  persistent  attacks 
which  have  been  made  on  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden.  I  have  sat  perfectly 
quiet,  but  I  do  not  wish  the  debate  to  close 
without  my  saying  that  I  myself  approve  of  hit 
conduct.  I  believe  that  he  was  actuated  hj 
the  best  motives,  and  I  think  the  sufierisgB 
he  has  had  to  undergo  in  this  his  first  au 
tempt  to  do  his  duty  in  an  independent  way 
may  give  him  much  fortitude  to  follow  a  simi- 
lar course  hereafter.  I  should  wish  him  to  lay 
some  truths  to  his  mind.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  told  him  he  had  en- 
tailed great  expense  on  the  country— that  he 
had  put  in  a  spigot  but  opened  the  bung-hole. 
But,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
should  remember  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
spigots  in  the  cask  of  the  Public  Treasury,  and 
they  are  always  running;  and  to  open  the 
bung-hole  for  a  moment  in  order  to  stop  the 
waste  of  public  money  is  a  most  meritorioos 
act.  Let  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
not  be  afraid  of  the  aspersions  that  have  been 
cast  upon  him.  It  was  a  most  unfortunate 
simile  for  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  to 
make.  I  dare  say  the  hearts  of  many  who  are 
drawing  from  the  spigots  rejoiced  when  they 
heard  that  argument  used;  it  must  have 
gladdened  many  a  heart.  But  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  will,  undeterred  by  the 
persecution  he  has  had  to  undergo,  rest  satis- 
fied with  the  approval  of  his  own  conscience, 
with  the  approval  of  his  constituents,  and  with 
the  approval,  I  believe,  of  the  larger  portion  of 
the  well-thinking  conmiunity  of  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand.  Let  him  rest  satisfied  with 
that,  and  fearlessly  bear  the  taunts  launched 
against  him  from  every  side.  He  will  find  a 
firm  body  of  supporters  rally  to  his  help.  Why 
should  he  be  oppressed  in  this  way?  What 
has  he  done  ? 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Who  oppressed  him  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.- You  did. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  should  like  to  hear  the 
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hcmoaiable  member  say  how  I  oppressed  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.  — Ask  the  echoes  of  this 
Hoase.  The  sounds  must  still  be  ringing 
round  this  House  of  the  attacks  levelled  against 
him.  Has  the  Premier  complained  of  the  in- 
sults of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  to 
him  ?  Is  he  not  the  best  judge  of  whether  the 
conduct  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in- 
sulting to  himself  or  not  ?  Has  the  Premier 
eaJJed  upon  anybody  else  to  stand  up  and  take 
his  part  and  defend  him  ? 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  —  The  Premier  himself 
will  tell  me  if  one  word  I  uttered  reflected  on 
himself  in  the  slightest  degree. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  on  the  Premier, 
but  on  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden.  I 
am  quite  satisfied  with  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's action.    He  did  not  insult  me. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— What  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  stated  was,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  had  offered  an  insult  to 
the  Premier ;  and  the  Premier  apparently  had 
the  egis  of  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru 
thrown  round  him,  though  he  had  never  asked 
for  it,  never  wished  for  it,  and  it  was  not 
required.  There  is  no  use  in  adding  much  to 
wlukt  I  have  said.  I  believe  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  has,  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  and  judgment,  only  done  what  he 
thought  was  his  bounden  duty.  I  believe  good 
viU  result  from  what  he  has  done.  I  con- 
gratulate him  upon  the  efforts  he  has  made  ;  I 
oongiatulate  him  upon  the  attacks  under  which 
he  has  had  to  suffer ;  and  I  may  tell  him  that, 
unpleasant  as  they  may  have  been  to  him,  I 
believe  they  will  do  him  good  by  giving  him 
courage,  and  teaching  him  to  buffer  adversity 
in  continuing  in  the  course  of  duty;  and  I 
believe  he  will  follow  in  that  course. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  should 
like  to  remark,  in  reference  to  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  has  said  in 
regard  to  my  persecutions  here  to-night,  I  can 
assure  you  that  I  do  not  feel  in  any  way  injured 
by  what  has  been  said.  In  fact,  I  have  been 
lather  more  amused  than  annoyed.  I  may  say 
that  during  the  short  time  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  I  have  been  the  object  of 
much  attention,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
froom  the  honourable  members  opposite.  I 
do  not  know  what  they  have  discovered  in  me 
since  I  took  my  seat  in  this  House ;  but  I  may 
say  that  on  several  occasions  several  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  gave  me  a  quiet  piece  of  advice ;  and 
there  is  scarcely  a  motion  which  I  have  put  on 
the  Order  Paper  since  I  have  been  in  the  House 
that  I  have  not  been  advised  upon  by  some 
of  the  members  opposite.  I  do  not  know  why 
they  should  take  such  a  fatherly  interest  in 
me.  Possibly  they  may  have  discovered  some- 
thing very  green  in  me — I  do  not  know  what  it 
is ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  feel  rather  flattered 
by  their  attentions;  and,  although  some  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  have  thought 
proper  to  use  pretty  strong  language  towards 
me  to-night,  yet  I  feel  satisfied  I  have  only 
done  my  duty.    Now,  Sir,  if  members  of  this 


House  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  in- 
quiring into  the  conduct  of  those  having  the 
charge  ol  the  expenditure. of  public  money  in 
this  country,  where  are  our  institutions? 
Are  we  to  understand  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  occupies  such 
a  lofty  position  in  this  country  that  his  actions 
are  to  oe  above  considering  ?  I  hold  that  no 
man  in  this  country  occupies  such  a  position. 
I  do  not  care  how  exalted  his  position,  I  hold 
that  he  should  be  open  to  criticism.  I  do  not 
want  to  enter  into  the  question  of  my  right  to 
put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper;  but  I 
contend  that,  as  that  question  was  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  Order  Paper  for  seven  days  and 
was  never  challenged,  it  is  not  fair  to  me  now 
to  raise  a  point  as  to  my  right  to  put  that  ques- 
tion. I  think  the  time  has  passed  for  that. 
Had  it  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  there  was 
anything  irregular  in  the  question  I  should 
have  been  happy  to  alter  it  to  suit  the  wishes 
of  the  House.  Nothing  of  the  kind,  how- 
ever, was  pointed  out  in  reference  to  it ;  and, 
having  done  what  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  do,  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  who 
have  been  so  attentive  to  me  since  I  came 
to  the  House,  and  so  willing  to  give  me  their 
advice,  have  set  upon  me  in  a  manner  which 
is  not  becoming  to  members  of  this  House ;  it 
is  certainly  not  becoming  to  gentlemen  who 
have  occupied  seats  in  this  House  for  a  ntmi- 
her  of  years  to  direct  their  attacks  in  such  a 
vigorous  manner  on  a  new  member  of  this 
House.  In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,*  I 
may  say  that,  if  I  wanted  any  incentive  to  go  on 
in  the  course  I  have  begun  in  this  House,  the 
words  of  the  honourable  member  would  induce 
me  to  do  so.  And  had  any  attempt  been  made 
to  prevent  me  from  obtaining  this  information 
when  I  put  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  it 
would  only  have  made  me  much  more  deter- 
mined to  obtain  that  information.  Nothing 
would  have  encouraged  me  to  obtain  this  in- 
formation so  much  as  if  any  attempt  had  been 
made  to  thwart  me  in  doing  so.  We  all  know 
very  well  that  during  the  last  election  one  of 
the  principal  questions  raised  was  the  question 
of  retrenchment,  and  we  also  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  very  fact  which  drove  the  Go- 
vernment represented  by  the  honourable  mem- 
for  Christchurch  North  from  the  Ministerial 
benches  was  the  impression  that  had  gained 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  people's  minds 
throughout  the  country  that  public  moneys 
were  spent  in  a  reckless  and  extravagant 
manner.  There  is  no  doubt  that  that  was  the 
question  before  the  electors,  and  you  need  not 
be  surprised,  Sir,  that  on  my  appearance  in 
this  House  I  should  be  anxious  to  direct  my 
attention  to  the  control  of  the  expenditure  of 
public  moneys.  For  the  extent  of  extravagance 
that  has  taken  place  I  have  no  wish  whatever 
to  cast  any  reflections  on  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  ;  and  I  think  that< 
if  the  honourable  members  opposite  were  to 
come  down  and  forget  their  party  feelings  they 
would  regret  the  language  which  they  have 
used  towards  me  to-night.    Before  I  sit  down 
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I  Bhoiild  like  to  refer  to  the  want  of  what 
I  would  call  business  tact  and  ability  dis- 
played by  members  of  this  House.  Sir,  no 
matter  how  important  or  unimportant  a  ques- 
tion maj  be  which  is  brought  before  this 
House,  it  is  looked  at  from  a  party  point 
of  view.  Here  we  are,  after  a  lapse  of  seven 
weeks,  and  there  is  nothing  but  a  tendency 
to  squabbling  and  wasting  the  time  of  the 
oountty ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  whole 
object  of  those  members  who  sit  on  the  oppo- 
site benches  is  to  decide  the  question  as  to 
who  shall  occupy  the  (Government  benches.  I 
should  like  to  state  to  the  House  that,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  there  is  not  a  member  of  this 
House  who  occupies  a  more  independent  posi- 
tion in  this  House  than  I  do  myself.  I  have 
not  been  sent  here  to  support  any  man  or  party, 
and  I  am  at  liberty  to  support  any  party  I 
choose  in  this  House,  and  I  am  bound  in  no 
way  to  any  man,  so  that  I  am  not  sent  down 
here  with  any  pledges ;  I  am  simply  sent  down 
here  to  do  everything  I  can  do  in  the  interests 
of  retrenchment,  and  to  try,  if  possible,  to  in- 
troduce a  more  economicaJ  system  of  govern- 
ment. That  I  have  been  trying  to  do ;  and  so 
long  as  the  Government  follow  out  the  scheme 
which  they  propose  to  carry  out,  and  which  I 
believe  is  for  the  good  of  the  country,  I  shall 
follow  that  Government.  But  there  is  one  thing 
I  shall  never  do,  and  that  is,  I  shall  never  be 
turned  to  the  light  or  the  left  by  any  language 
that  may  be  used  towards  me  by  any  honourable 
members  opposite.  It  will  have  no  influence 
whatever  upon  me,  and  the  same  course  I  de- 
termined to  follow  on  coming  here  I  intend  to 
follow  out — that  is,  to  use  my  own  judgment, 
and  to  do  my  best  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  not  to  follow  any  party  blindly.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  party  government  does  have 
a  tendency  to  blind  us.  Instead  of  feeling  sore, 
Sir,  in  any  way  from  what  has  passed  on  the 
part  of  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
I  can  assure  you  that  I  have  no  reason  to  regret 
anything  that  has  been  done  by  them.  Some 
of  the  remarks  may  have  been  unpleasant  to 
me ;  yet  I  feel  that  I  have  only  done  my  duty, 
and  I  consider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  honour- 
able member  in  this  House  to  follow  that  course 
of  action  which  he  believes  it  best  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  for  him  to  take. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Sir,  I  am  not  a  young  member 
of  the  House,  and  it  has  been  my  misfortune 
more  than  once  to  very  nearly  incur  your  cen- 
sure. I  -believe  that  on  one  occasion  I  had 
great  anxiety  in  watching  your  eye  to  see  how 
Ux  I  could  go,  and  I  believe  that  I  stopped 
just  in  time.  But  I  have  always  felt  that, 
whether  your  decisions  might  be  considered 
perfectly  right  or  not  by  those  whom  they 
affected,  you,  Sir,  have  acted,  during  the  time  I 
have  been  in  the  House,  with  the  most  rigid 
impartiality.  That,  Sir,  I  know  has  made  me 
always  bow  to  your  decisions  the  instant  I  saw 
olearly  what  those  decisions  were.  I  have 
questioned  them  more  than  once ;  but  I  have 
always  felt  that  they  were  given  in  a  just 
and  impartial  spirit ;  and  I  believe  that 
is  why,  at  the  present  moment,  we,  on  both 
Mr.  22.  Thompson 


sides  of  the  House,  should  be  so 
to  support  you  and  maintain  the  authority 
which  you  have  for  so  many  years  ably  wielded 
in  this  House.  But  there  is  a  peculiarity  in 
this  question  before  us  now.  I  was  not  present 
when  this  affair  took  place.  I  came  in  only  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchuroh  North 
was  making  an  explanation  and  retiring,  and  I 
heard  the  apology  he  was  then  making.  Bat  I 
want  to  know  how  many  honourable  memben 
who  are  here  present  to-night  were  present  oo 
that  occasion.  I  believe  it  was  a  very  thin 
House. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  MOSS. — It  was  an  afternoon  sitting,  and 
question-time  only.  At  all  events,  the  woids 
were  not  taken  down,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  guide  those  who  did  not  hear  them.  I 
think  on  this  occasion  it  would  only  be  fsir 
that  only  those  members  should  vote  on  the 
question  who  were  present  at  the  time.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  oan  ask  for  a  decision  of  tbs 
whole  House  when  the  whole  of  the  memhwi 
were  not  present.  I  feel  in  that  position  mv- 
self.  I  feel  that  the  facts  have  not  oeen  cleaoy 
stated.  We  are  called  on,  not  by  you,  Sir,  but 
by  the  Premier,  to  censure  a  gentleman  who 
has  occupied  and  still  occupies  a  high  positioii 
in  this  House.  That  will  go  forth  to  the  wodd 
as  a  censure  from  the  House,  and  it  is  only 
through  its  being  the  censure  of  the  Home 
that  it  will  have  weight.  The  decision  which 
may  be  come  to,  if  it  is  to  be  a  just  deci- 
sion, can  only  be  that  of  those  memben 
who  were  present  at  the  time,  and  not  the 
decision  of  the  House.  I  throw  that  out  as  a 
suggestion  worth  considering.  In  my  own  case 
I  shall  certainly  not  vote  at  all.  I  cannot 
censure  the  honourable  gentleman  without  evi- 
dence, nor  can  I,  by  acquitting  him  altogether* 
do  what  may  impair  the  authority  which  yoo, 
Sir,  have  so  long  and  so  ably  wielded. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.^I  think  that  what  has 
been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Usit- 
den  and  by  the  honourable  member  for  Inaogs- 
hua,  and  indorsed  by  the  honourable  membv 
for  Auckland  Central,  will  alter  this  debate 
altogether.  I  think  the  position  we  occapf 
has  been  changed  altogether,  and  that  we  an 
now  judging  a  man  on  a  second  charge— a 
charge  of  using  words  after  being  desired  to 
withdraw.  I  object  to  that  altogether,  unlea 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  allowed  to  come 
here  and  make  an  explanation  in  regard  to  it. 
I  was  not  in  the  House  when  he  made  the 
statement,  but  I  happened  to  come  in  when  he 
was  making  an  explanation,  and  I  heard  the 
explanation.  Now,  we  know  that  the  character 
of  the  question  asked  to  a  very  great  extent  ex- 
plains the  very  unfortunate  and  unhappy  posi- 
tion which  the  House  now  occupies.  We  Imow 
that  a  wasp  can  sting  an  emperor,  and  that  a 
live  donkey  can  kick  a  dead  lion ;  and  I  want 
to  know  whether  we  cannot  expunge  from  the 
records  of  the  House  the  question,  tiie  answer, 
and  all  the  proceedings  which  have  followed. 
It  has  been  done  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
I  find  from  May.    By  doing  that  we  should  re- 
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lieve  the  honoumble  member  for  Marsden  of  a 
▼ast  amount  of  well-deserved  odium. 

Hon.  Mbicbsbs. — ^No,  no. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— I  say  Yes ;  I  say  that, 
whatever  influenced  him  and  this  debate,  the 
expenditure  of  this  5s.  or  6s.  a  day  for  a  few 
days  or  even  weeks  will  not  (unount  to  the  cost 
of  the  debate  which  has  been  carried  on  here. 
If  we  expunge  these  proceedings,  it  will  remove 
from  him  a  large  amount  of  odium,  and  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  removing  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  the 
severe  criticism  which  has  been  passed  on 
what  he  said  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  will 
relieve  honourable  members  from  discharging 
a  very  unpleasaixt  duty ;  for  we  have,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  support  you.  Sir,  in  your  ruling, 
and  so  censure  a  gentleman  who  has  been  most 
unwarrantably  and  undeservedly  insulted,  or  we 
must,  on  the  other  hand,  reflect  to  some  extent 
on  your  ruling.  I  have  some  diffidence  in  sug- 
gesting it,  but  I  think  that  the  proper  course  to 
pursue  would  be  to  follow  that  laid  down  in 
May,  and  expunge  from  the  records  proceedings 
that  are  improper.  I  believe  that  would  be  the 
beet  thing,  and  let  us  and  the  colony  forget  the 
soene  which  has  been  enacted  in  this  House. 
If  that  is  not  agreed  to,  I  shall  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua. 

IMr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves's  amendment  nega- 
tived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  resolution — *That  this  House  regrets  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
should,  by  his  conduct,  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  Mr.  Speaker  to  "  name  "  him  '—be 
agreed  to." 

Ayes,  43. 
Allen  Hislop  Richardson,  G. 

Atkinson  Hobbs  Ross 

Barron  Hodgkinson       Russell 

Bruce  Jackson  Seymour 

Buchanan         Macarthur         S.-Menteath 
Garroll  Mackenzie,  T.   Taipua 

Cowan  Marchant  Tanner 

Dodson  McGregor  Thompson,  R. 

Fergus  Mills  Thompson,  T. 

Fisher  Mitchelson         Whyte 

Fulton  Moat  Withy. 

Goldie  Monk 

Graham  Ormond  Tellers, 

Hall  Pearson  Newman 

Hamlin  Rhodes  Peacock. 

Noes,  25. 
Ballance  Kerr  Taylor 

Buxton  Levestom  TumbuU 

Duncan  Loughrey  Valentine 

Peldwick  O'Callaghan      Walker 

Fitobett  Parata  Ward. 

Grimmond         Reeves,  R.H.J. 
Jones  Reeves,  W.  P.  Tellers, 

Joyce  Richardson,  E.  Hutchison 

Kelly  Stewart,  W.  D.  Seddon. 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Anderson  Fraser 

Beetham  Perceval 

VOL.  LVin.-«7. 


Izard  Fitzherbert 

Lawzy  Lance 

Pyke  Lamach 

Wilson.  Guinness. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Serjeant-at-Arms,  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North, 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  is  on  the  premises,  I  wish 
you  to  inform  hun  that  the  House  lias  come 
to  a  resolution  in  respect  to  him. 
Sir  Julius  Voobii  entered  the  Chamber. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  have  to  inform  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North, 
in  reference  to  his  having  been  *' named"  by 
the  Speaker  yesterday,  that  the  House  has 
come  to  this  resolution  :  **  That  this  House 
regrets  that  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North,  by  his  conduct,  should  have 
rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
*name'  him." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wi.sh  to  put  myself  in 
order  by  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House ;  but,  as  the  hour  is  late,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  reporting  at  this  time  is  so  great,  I 
should,  if  it  would  be  unobjectionable  to  you 
and  the  House,  prefer  to  take  that  course  to- 
morrow instead  of  to-day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  you  would  prefer  to 
defer  your  remarks  till  to-morrow,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  House  will  not  object. 

Major  ATKINSON.— So  for  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  we  shall  be  glad  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  any  opportimity  he 
may  desire.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  agree  to 
the  proposal  he  has  made. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Though  I  am  rather  fatigued, 
I  will  go  into  the  question  now.  I  will  com- 
mence by  saying  this :  that  I  hope  Jiothing  I 
shall  say  will  be  at  all  offensive  to  the  House 
or  to  yourself,  Sir ;  and  I  shall  be  glad,  if  you 
think  I  am  at  all  trenching  on  objectionable 
ground,  if  you  will  intimate  the  same  to  me, 
for  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  a  dispute 
with  honourable  members  or  with  yourself; 
nor  have  I  any  desire  but  to  show  you  all  the 
respect  you  are  entitled  to  as  the  Speaker  of 
this  House.  Now,  Sir,  the  position  of  the 
matter  is  this :  A  question  which  seemed  to  me 
of  a  pcrsonally-oflensive  character  having  been 
put  by  an  honourable  member,  I  wished  to 
administer  to  him  what  seemed  to  be,  in  com- 
parison with  his  conduct,  a  very  mild  rebuke. 
You  thought  these  words  were  out  of  order, 
and  when  I  tried  to  put  it  in  another  manner 
you  also  thought  that  was  out  of  order.  Then, 
Sir,  acting  under  an  irritation  not  unnatural, 
I  think,  because  I  must  candidly  say  that  I  am 
under  the  impression,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that 
for  three  years  I  have  been  very  much  per- 
secuted in  the  House — ^not  receiving  the  same 
amount  of  consideration  as  other  members :  but 
I  shall  not  lay  stress  on  this,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  enter  into  it  now ;  but  I  say,  acting 
under  the  influence  of  an  irritation  not  un- 
natural, with  such  feelings  I  went  into  other 
matters,  which,  as  I  said  yesterday,  and  I  say  it 
to-night,  I  had  no  idea  of  entering  into,  and 
which  I  am  willing  to  withdraw,  the  words  not 
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being  suitable  to  the  time  at  which  they  were 
made.  Well,  Sir,  I  will  toaoh  upon  that  matter 
no  further  than  to  say  this :  that  the  remarks 
were  not  correctly  reported  in  the  newspapers. 
They  did  not  bear  the  general  reference  to 
members  which  the  newspapers  have  given  to 
them.  I  do  not  wish  to  particularise  more, 
because  if  I  did  so  it  might  seem  as  if  I 
was  indirectly  repeating  them.  Therefore  we 
will  consider  that  those  words  are  withdrawn. 
Now,  I  may  remark  this :  that  if  the  words 
had  been  taken  down  so  far  as  I  had  pro- 
ceeded with  them  I  am  quite  convinced  that 
there  are  not  half  a  dozen  members  in  the 
House  who  could  possibly  have  seen  any 
ground  for  taking  exception  to  them.  But 
you  stopped  me,  happily  or  not,  before  I  had 
come  to  any  conclusion.  I  might  have  wound 
up  by  saying  that  such  intemperance  was  to  be 
regretted,  or  so  on.  But  you  stopped  me,  and 
I  suppose  I  ought  to  be  thankful  to  you  for 
having  stopped  me,  from  using  words  to  which 
the  House  might  take  exception.  But  had  the 
sentence  been  completed  and  the  words  been 
taken  down  perhaps  there  would  not  have 
been  so  much  trouble.  Then,  something  very 
like  a  squabble  ensued  between  myself  and 
you,  and  if  I  was  wanting  in  respect  to  you  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
irritation  of  the  moment.  I  must  further 
remark — and  I  wish  to  put  it  to  you  as  plainly 
as  possible — that  it  was  a  question  entirley 
conj^ed  to  yourself  and  myself.  You  had  not 
any  support  whatever  from  any  member  of  the 
House ;  but  after  I  retired  you  adopted  a  course 
which,  Sir,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  was 
exceedingly  unconstitutional  in  requesting  the 
Premier  to  get  up  and  move  a  resolution.  I 
believe,  trusting  to  what  I  have  heard,  that 
he  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  I 
should  be  asked  to  apologize,  and  that  I  should 
be  admonished.  The  Minister  of  Education 
•  would  perhaps  be  able  to  explain  what  that 
means.  At  any  rate,  that  is  what  I  hear ;  and 
after  a  variety  of  messages  had  been  sent  to  me 
during  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours,  asking 
me  to  make  some  compromise,  the  Government 
came  down  with  a  resolution  which  you  have 
just  read  to  me.  How  far  that  resolution  is 
satisfactory  to  you  I  ajn  not  able  to  say.  To 
my  mind,  comparing  it  with  the  resolution 
originally  proposed  by  the  Government,  it  is  so 
mild  in  its  character,  and  so  doubtful  in  its 
interpretation,  that  really  I  feel  it  contains 
very  little  that  I  have  reason  to  complain  of 
or  regret.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  mean- 
ing— knowing  the  difficulty  the  Government 
have  been  in,  having  had  to  adjourn  the  House 
to  consider  the  matter — that  the  words  setting 
forth  that  it  was  necessary  to  "name"  me 
should  have  been  supplemented  by  the  words, 
understood  but  not  expressed,  "in  order  to 
get  the  Speaker  out  of  a  difficulty  into  which 
he  had  landed  himself."  No  doubt  the  words 
are  quite  capable  of  that  construction.  I  will 
tell  you  why, — I  hope,  not  disrespectfully.  But 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  action  you 
took  yesterday  was  a  mistaken  one.  You  could 
have  asked  that  the  words  be  taken  down  at 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


the  time,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  yon 
had  a  right  to  do  that  unless  there  was  an  ex- 
press direction  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  that 
effect.  Still,  you  might  have  asked  that  (he 
words  be  taken  down,  and  they  could  have  been 
taken  down  immediately.  But,  having  failed  to 
do  that,  it  is  possible  that  you  have  an  inhecent 
right  to  "name  "  honourable  members.  As  to 
that  I  will  express  no  opinion.  I  believe  thit 
in  the  House  of  Commons  the  Speaker  does 
possess  such  an  inherent  right ;  but  it  may  be 
that  you  have  no  such  inherent  right,  because 
the  Standing  Orders  specify  the  circumstances 
under  which  you  may  "  name  "  members.  But 
one  thing  is  certain :  whether  you  have  such  aa 
inherent  right  or  not,  you  abandoned  your  in- 
herent right,  because  you  twice  informed  me 
that  the  action  taken  was  taken  under  the 
138th  Standing  Order.  Now,  the  188th  Stand- 
ing Order  has  no  connection  whatever  wiiJi 
what  had  taken  place.  The  138th  Standing 
Order  says,  "No  member  of  the  House  is  to 
presume  to  make  any  noise  or  distorbanoe 
whilst  any  member  is  orderly  debating,  or 
whilst  any  Bill,  order,  or  other  matter  is  beiog 
read  or  opened."  I  was  not  making  a  noise, 
nor  was  any  Bill  or  order  being  read,  nor 
was  any  debate  proceeding.  Gonsequentlj, 
this  Standing  Order  could  not  x>ossibly  refer  to 
my  action.  I  was  moving  a  resolution  that  the 
House  should  adjourn.  I  have  taken  the  best 
legal  opinion  in  the  colony  upon  the  subject, 
and  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  138th  Standing  Order  to  justify  the 
action  you  took.  It  is  beyond  all  doubt  that 
when  a  penal  clause  has  to  be  construed  it  has 
to  be  construed  very  strictly.  Therefore,  you 
having  stated  that  y^ou  wore  acting  under  the 
138th  Standing  Order,  and  not  being  entitled  to 
do  so,  obviously  you  committed  an  error.  I  will 
give  an  example  to  show  that  that  is  so.  The 
Speaker  of  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament 
has  lately  been  cast  in  £2,000  damages.  The 
cause  of  action  was  that  he  had  suspended  a 
member  for  twenty-four  hours,  whereas  he  was 
only  entitled  to  suspend  him  for  the  rest  of  the 
sitting.  He  exceeded  his  authority,  and,  upon 
action  being  brought,  he  was  ordered  by  the 
Supreme  Court — such  being  the  severity  wi& 
which  the  Courts  look  upon  such  things — ^topay 
£2,000  damages.  The  case  was  referred  Home  to 
the  Privy  Council,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Cooit 
of  New  South  Wales  confirmed.  There  is  there- 
fore not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  action 
you  took  yesterday  was  beyond  your  authori^, 
and  that,  supposing  for  a  moment  I  did  nse 
language  which  entitled  me  to  the  censure  of 
the  House,  you.  Sir,  took  the  wrong  action  to 
bring  my  conduct  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  The  question,  therefore,  which 
honourable  members  seem  to  have  had  to 
decide  was,  whether  they  would  rather  sacrifice 
the  faithful  carrying-out  of  the  laws  which  con- 
stitute the  government  of  this  Assembly,  or 
whether,  in  order  to  support  you,  they  should 
overlook  the  irregularity  which  you  had  com- 
mitted. Now,  Sir,  it  would  be  disrespectful  of 
me  to  attempt  to  traverse  a  decision  which  the 
House  has  come  to,  and  therefore  I  merely  say 
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ihat  it  seems  to  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoase, 
more  desirable  to  protect  you  from  the  error 
which  yon  made  taan  to  regard  as  of  sacred 
importance  the  maintenance  of  the  Standing 
Orders  and  laws  which  regulate  this  Assembly. 
And,  Sir,  in  order  to  do  that,  I  suppose,  in  order 
to  get  honourable  members  to  agree  to  a 
resolution  in  any  shape,  the  resolution  has  been 
80  attenuated  as  to  mean,  as  I  have  said,  very 
little,  read  by  and  compared  with  the  resolu- 
:tion  originally  brought  down;  and  it  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  triumphant  vindication  of  the 
opinion  of  the  House  that  you  were  techni- 
cally wrong  in  the  course  you  took,  or  that 
I  have  done  nothing  which  would  entitle 
the  House  to  ask  me  for  an  apology.  Now, 
Sir,  I  have  been  asked  to-day  to  make  a 
great  many  compromises ;  but  I  have  said  this  : 
that  I  considered  I  had  more  reason  to  com- 
plain than  the*Hou8e,  because  I  considered 
that  I  was  treated  very  unfairly;  and  that,  with 
all  respect  to  yourself  and  to  the  House,  is  the 
opinion  under  which  I  labour — a  sense  of  in- 
justice of  a  very  extreme  character.  I  have 
been  driven  from  the  House  by  your  order,  and 
I  am  advised,  legally,  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  resist  it  by  force,  but  that  I 
may  consider  the  action  you  took  was  illegal 
.to  turn  me  out  of  the  House,  and  that  you  are 
responsible  for  that  action.  Sir,  I  have  been 
kept  all  day  here  in  the  House  in  the  position 
of  being  told  that  I  might  be  wanted  at  some 
uncertain  hour;  and  it  has  come  to  midnight 
before  you  have  been  good  enough  to  send  me 
a  message  that  I  might  como  in.  Then,  the 
country  has  been  told  by  the  Order  Paper  to- 
day that  there  was  a  discussion  about  asking 
me  to  apologize  and  about  admonishing  me.  I 
think  that  the  sense  of  injustice  under  which  I 
labour  is  not  a  strained  one ;  I  consider  that 
I  have  been  treated  in  a  most  injurious  man- 
jier.  To  make  matters  worse,  the  honourable 
member  at  .the  head  of  the  Government,  I 
think,  under  a  mistake  which  he  should  not 
have  committed,  represented  that  I  had  made 
allegations  against  members  generally;  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  absolutely  brought  up 
a  case  in  which  I  had  had  a  controversy  with 
tho  Speaker  in  1876.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's legal  knowledge,  or  sense  of  fairness, 
did  not  lead  him  to  consider  how  highly 
improper  it  was,  when  this  case  was  under 
consideration,  that  he  should  attempt  to 
prejudice  me  by  bringing  up  another  case. 
That  is  the  position  in  which  I  stand ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  cannot  allow  the  matter 
to  drop  here  at  present.  The  first  resolution 
brought  down  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
«t  the  head  of  the  Government  refers  to 
the  words  I  had  uttered,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  the  House  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  absolutely  wrong  that  such  a 
resolution  should  be  put  to  the  House.  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  in  the  excitement  necessarily 
accompcmying  such  an  encounter  as  we  had 
yesterday,  you  overlooked  the  fact  at  the  time ; 
but  the  resolution  brought  down  is  obviously 
one- which  had  no  right  to  be  brought  before 
the  House,  for  there  is  nothing  more  certain 


than  that  Standing  Orders  and  all  practice 
require  that,  when  the  words  of  an  honourable 
member  are  to  be  discussed,  they  shall  be  taken 
down  without  delay.  A  resolution  is  now  car- 
ried which  on  its  face  bears  its  own  refutation. 
It  was  necessary,  it  says,  for  the  Speaker  to 
**  name  *'  me.  How  could  it  be  necessary  for  the 
Speaker  to  do  an  illegal  thing  ?  How  could  it 
be  necessary  for  him  to  *'name"  me  imder 
Standing  Order  138,  when  that  order  gives 
him  no  power  of  the  kind  in  such  a  case  as  that 
under  consideration  ?  Then,  as  I  have  said,  the 
question  comes,  whether  tiie  House  should  con- 
done the  illegality  in  order  to  give  you  satis- 
faction. As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not 
grudge  you  any  satisfaction  you  may  feel  on 
account  of  this  resolution  being  passed  ;  but  I 
feel  that  it  is  only  right  for  myself,  and  right 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  that  I  should 
take  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  several 
points  of  your  ruling  yesterday ;  and  I  shall  ask 
you  to  allow  me,  in  as  respectful  a  manner  as 
possible,  and  under  such  circumstances  as  will 
be  most  suitable  to  you,  to  challenge  your 
ruling  in  five  or  six  points.  I  shall  not  do  it 
to-night,  but  I  shall  propose  to  give  notice  to 
bring  on  a  discussion,  consulting  you  first  to 
know  how  you  would  like  it  brought  on — whe- 
ther on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply ;  but  I 
should  like  to  bring  on  each  point  separately. 
The  points  I  shall  challenge  are  these  :  I  shall 
challenge  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether  it 
concurs  or  not  in  your  ruling  that  the  expres- 
sion ••  want  of  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  men, 
and  of  manners  "  is  a  disorderly  expression.  I 
shall  also  ask  the  House  whether  it  concurs 
in  your  ruling  that  the  expression  "obvious 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  usages  amongst 
persons  who  have  been  accustomed  to  mix  in 
good  society" — whether  or  not  that  is  a  dis- 
orderly expression.  And,  before  I  go  any  fur- 
ther, I  may  say  I  have  omitted  to  mention 
one  thing  when  I  was  speaking  on  the  resolu- 
tion. You  are  reported  to  have  stated  in  the 
House  that  the  words  used  were  "  a  breach  of 
good  manners."  You  were  entirely  mistaken. 
I  had  my  notes,  and  referred  to  them  in 
speaking.  I  said  "  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
world,  of  n:en,  and  of  manners."  The  expression 
**  good  "  was  not  before  me.  I  only  mention 
this  because  considerable  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  word  "  good  :  "  I  did  not  use  it. 
Then,  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  allow  mo  to  pro- 
pose a  resolution  to  the  efiect  that  Standing 
Order  393  shall  be  amended  so  that  the  Speaker 
should  not,  without  the  wish  of  the  House  ex- 
pressed by  a  vote  without  debate,  have  the 
power  to  clear  the  House  of  strangers.  I  recog- 
nise the  Standing  Orders  give  you  the  power 
to  turn  strangers  out ;  but,  with  all  respect, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  think  the  discretion  you 
had  was  not  wisely  exercised.  I  shall  also  ask 
the  House  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  is 
irregular  to  allow  a  resolution  to  be  put  about 
words  uttered  by  an  honourable  member  unless 
those  words  are  taken  down  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Standing  Orders.  Another 
point  I  shall  raise  will  be  this:  that  you  ex- 
ceeded your  power  in  "naming"  me  yesterday. 
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Another  point  I  shall  also  raise  is  that  yon  ex- 
ceeded your  power  in  ordering  me  to  leave 
the  House.  I  am  quite  aware  that,  as  a  matter 
of  practice,  I  should  have  left  the  House  volun- 
tfiknly,  and  it  would  have  been  quite  within 
your  power  to  tell  me  that  it  was  the  general 
course  for  honourable  members  to  'adopt ;  but 
to  assume  the  right  of  keeping  the  House 
open  to  me  or  not  at  your  pleasure  is,  I  think, 
altogether  an  excessive  exercise  of  the  power. 
You,  for  instance,  told  me  to  go  out  in  the 
affcemoon.  You  sent  a  message  to  mo,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  to  say  that  I  could  come 
in.  You  did  not  give  me  any  information  on 
the  subject ;  but  a  little  while  ago  you  sent  me 
a  message  to  say  that  I  could  come  into  the 
House.  I  fancy  the  power  of  letting  members 
in  and  out  of  the  House  is  beyond  that 
which  it  is  legitimate  for  the  Speaker  tb  exer- 
cise. In  my  opinion  the  case  was  this :  As 
a  matter  of  good  taste,  I  should  have  kept 
out  of  the  House  whilst  my  own  conduct  ^as 
under  consideration ;  but  ordering  me  to  leave 
the  House  was,  I  think,  an  excessive  exercise 
of  power.  I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  from 
you,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  your  own 
opinion  on  the  subject.  I  hope  I  have  not  said 
anything  which  you  can  construe  into  personal 
disrespect,  because,  having  the  opinions  which 
I  have,  it  was  hard  to  express  them  without 
doing  so  in  language  which  one  must  regret  to 
have  to  use,  and  which  one  can  only  put  in 
as  mild  a  form  as  he  is  able  to  put  it.  But 
I  am  not  able  to  find  whether  or  not  you  think  I 
am  justified  in  asking  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  to  the  correctness  of  your  ruling — ^whether,  in 
fact,  you  will  permit  me  to  challenge  your  ruling 
upon  these  various  points.  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  is  well  understood,  in  all  cases 
of  the  kind,  that  the  Speaker's  decision  is  chal- 
lengeable ;  and  that  no  other  view  has  been 
taken.  Of  course,  Sir,  if  you  hold  another 
view  the  question  will  arise  then  whether  or 
not  members  have  the  right  to  challenge  the 
decisions  of  the  Speaker.  I  wish  to  be  clearly 
understood  that,  in  doing  so,  I  should  en- 
deavour to  consult,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my 
power,  your  feelings,  to  make  the  subject  as 
much  as  possible  one  referring  to  a  person 
occupying  your  seat  and  who  had  arrived  at  a 
similar  decision — that  is  to  say,  divested  of  all 
personal  signification.  And  I  think  if  the 
power  is  not  left  to  members  of  the  House 
to  challenge  in  a  respectful  manner  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Speaker  the  liberties  of  the 
House  might  be  very  seriously  invaded.  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  longer  at  present.  I 
wish,  before  I  conclude,  to  say  this :  that  the 
expressions  of  sympathy  which  I  have  received, 
not  only  from  honourable  members  on  the 
side  of  the  House  on  'which  I  sit,  but  from 
other  honourable  members,  as  to  the  very 
gross  insult  to  which  I  was  subjected  yes- 
terday, in  the  first  instance,  has  shown  me 
that,  although  party  feelings  lead  to  a  block 
vote,  they  do  not  altogether  obscure  the  genuine 
sympathies  of  honourable  members.  And  I 
"wish,  further,  to  say  that,  notwithstanding 
the  annoyance  which  this  matter  has  caused 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


me,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  a  great  cheek 
has  been  put  upon  the  inclination  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  to  proceed  more  savagely,  if  I  may 
use  the  expression,  by  the  feelings  of  their 
supporters,  who  were  inclined  to  go  only  the 
very  smallest  length  they  could  go  in  the  way 
of  supporting  your  authority  in  this  particular 
case.  I  regret  there  has  been  so  long  a  dekjr 
upon  the  question.  And  I  will  further  aay, 
in  addition  to  what  I  said  yesterday,  that  tiie 
general  kindness  and  attention  which  I  have 
received  from  honourable  members  on  all  sides 
of  the  House  during  the  last  three  years  have  I 
made  an  impression  upon  my  memory  which 
will  never  be  effaced.  I  move,  Sir,  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  | 
The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  twelve  | 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  17th  November,  1867, 


Second  Boodiug— Hon.  Wi  Tako  Ngat&ta— Otiiy- 

{>roduco— South  Island  Native  Beservee— Legu- 
ative  Cooncil. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaebb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Gisbome  High  School  Bill. 

HON.  WI  TAKO  NGATATA. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  a  Native  at  the 
Lower  Hutt,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Gomi- 
cil  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Hon.  Wi 
Tako  Ngatata  on  the  following  Sunday. 

DAIRY-PRODUCE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS, 
it  was  ordered.  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
mode  in  which  the  profitable  production  of 
dairy-produce  in  the  colony  can  be  best  pro- 
moted :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon. 
Captain  Morris,  the  Hon.  Mx.  McLean,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams, 
and  the  mover. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA,  it 
\7a8  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  tabled 
the  Council  a  return  of  the  rents  derived  from 
the  reserves  administered  by  the  Public  Trustee 
under  "  The  South  Island  Native  Reserves  Act, 
1888 ; "  together  with  a  list  of  the  persons  who 
receive  such  rents ;  also  the  balance  remaining 
at  the  end  of  each  year. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
ADJOUBNED  debatb. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN.— With  the  leave  of 
the  Council,  I  would  ask  leare  to  withdraw  my 
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amendment  in  favour  of  the  one  proposed  by 
the  Hon.  Mr..ManteU. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— In  regard 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell,  I  am  quite  willing  to  accept  it  in  sub- 
stitntion  of  the  motion- 1  have  mode. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAKTELL.— In  that  case, 
Sir,  there  is  nothing  left  for  me  but  to  move  this 
Amendment.  It,  at  any  rate,  gives  an  oppor- 
tunity to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
not  satisfied  themselves  with  what  they  have 
■already  said  to  the  Council  to  speak  again.  I 
have  just  this  to  say :  I  thought  the  preamble 
to  the  original  motion  introduced  by  the 
Attorney-General  was  an  ill-considered  one,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  It  would  be  better,  if  we 
think  that  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House  should  be  reduced,  or  if  we  think  it 
worth  while  to  consider  whether  or  not  the 
number  of  members  should  be  reduced,  to  pro- 
ceed independently  of  that  question— without 
reference  to  anything  that  may  take  place  else- 
where. To  propose  that  our  action  under  the 
resolutions  should  be  contingent  on  what  has 
happened  elsewhere  appears  to  me  to  be  rather 
subversive  of  ordinary  parliamentary  practice. 
I  think  it  would  be  equally  in  order  if  we  pro- 
posed that,  in  the  event  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativos  passing  an  Act  containing  suoh-and- 
euch  provisions,  the  Council  would  add  certain 
amendments  and  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
to  consider  them.  The  question  whether  or 
not  the  number  of  members  of  this  Council 
should  be  reduced  depends  in  no  manner  what- 
ever on  the  number  of  members  in  the  other 
House.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  I  believe  there  are  too  many  mem- 
bers in  the  Upper  House — rather  the  reverse  ; 
nor  am  I  prepared  to  say,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  a  reduction  of  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil would  be  an  advantage.  I  admit.  Sir,  that 
in  former  times,  when  the  number  of  members 
of  this  Council  was  less  than  at  present,  I  do 
think,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  that 
the  business  of  this  Council  was  more  sedu- 
lously attended  to  than  at  present.  In  those 
times  we  were  never  hurried  through  Bills  of 
importance  except  under  very  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances, but  invariably  referred  the  Bills 
to  a  Select  Committee,  thereby  insuring  the 
special  attention  of  members  to  and  their  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  Bills,  and  placing  the 
Council  in  a  better  position,  when  it  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  get  full  information  on 
the  subject.  And  I  think  our  practice  in  those 
days  was  better  than  that  which  obtains  now. 
It  is  true  we  are  assured  on  high  authority 
that  in  the  multitude  of  councillors  £here  is 
wisdom;  but  the  same  authority  does  not 
iniorm  us  that  by  increasing  the  multitude  of 
councillors  you  decrease  the  means  of  gain- 
ing access  to  that  wisdom.  It  by  no  means 
foUows  that  by  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers you  increase  the  wisdom ;  but  one  does 
know  that,  by  decreasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers, it  follows  that  you  increase  the  sense  of 
responsibility  attached  to  each  member.  Take 
the  case  of  the  library  question,  a  short  time 


ago,  as  an  illustration.  Tlie  Hecess  Committee 
which  was  appointed  consisted  of  about  twenty- 
two  members,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
only  about  a  fourth  part  were  got  to  assemble 
together,  and  a  most  important  question  went 
by 'default.  A  Conmaittee  was  appointed  to 
coiisider  the  subject  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Council  two  years  ago,  and  took  evidence  on 
the  matter.  It  may  be  that  the  Conunittee 
which  is  now  proposed  to  be  appointed  may 
report  in  favour  of  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  Council;  it  may  also 
suggest  a  mode  by  which  that  reduction  may 
be  effected.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  the 
mode  which  I  propose  is  of  the  simplest  pos- 
sible kind,  and  is  one  by  which  the  number  to 
which  it  is  to  be  limited  could  be  settled  in 
half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  That  is  the  question 
for  the  Committee  to  consider,  if  the  Council 
resolve  to  appoint  a  Committee.  Upon  the 
occasion  to  wnich  I  have  referred  we  took  the 
evidence  of  statesmen  of  various  political  per- 
suasions ;  and  all  that  is  now  in  print,  and  will 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  Committee.  On 
the  occasion  of  tiieir  report  being  discussed  I 
said  all  I  have  now  to  say  to  the  Council.  The 
opinion  I  then  uttered  as  regards  the  Council 
differs  in  no  respect  from  the  opinion  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  utter  now.  The  suggestion  that 
the  Committee  should  be  appointed  by  ballot 
is  one  which  is  contrary  to  the  precedent 
adopted  by  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whi taker 
in  1885,  when  a  Committee  for  a  somewhat 
similar  purpose  was  appointed  by  the  Council. 
Of  course  the  matter  can  be  more  fully  dis- 
cussed when  the  Committee  bring  up  their 
report.  It  would  be  better  to  defer  further 
observations  until  that  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT.—Before  this 
question  is  put,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
because  the  view  I  tsJce  of  this  matter  has  not 
been  enunciated  by  amy  other  member.  This 
motion,  I  take  it,  is  simply  the  following-up 
of  an  intimation  in  the  Financial  Statement 
that  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  invited 
to  submit  proposals  for  a  reduction  of  their 
number.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  for  accepting  this  invitation.  It  appears 
to  me  the  Constitution  Act  lays  down  very 
clearly  how  the  number  of  members  of  this 
Council  is  to  be  reduced,  and  how  it  is  to  be 
increased.  Members  are  appointed  for  life, 
and  their  number  is  increased  at  the  will  of 
Her  Majesty  or  Her  Majesty's  representative. 
They  are  reduced  not  only  by  death,  but  by 
resignation,  by  absence  for  a  given  time,  by  a 

Erofession  of  allegiance  to  a  foreign  Power,  by 
eing  attainted  of  treason  or  convicted  of 
felony.  These  are  the  only  constitutional  ways 
in  which  the  number  of  members  of  tWs 
Council  can  be  reduced,  and  a  reduction  in  any 
other  way  cannot  be  devised  without  trenching 
on  individual  rights.  But  there  is  an  idea  im- 
plied in  this  motion  that  members  are  to  hold 
their  seats  at  the  will  of  their  fellow-Coun- 
cillors. That  view  I  utterly  repudiate.  I  re- 
member a  similar  motion  to  this  was  made 
two  sessions  ago,  and  hearing  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Brett  say,  with  excusable  and  com- 
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mendable  warmth,  pointing  to  his  seat,  "I 
have  as  much  right  to  that  seat  as  Her  Majesty 
has  to  her  throne."  I  think  that  was  a  correct 
view  to  take,  and  if  it  was  correct  on  that  day 
it  is  correct  to-day.  It  is  said  that  private  in- 
terests must  give  way  to  the  general  good.  Of 
course  they  must,  but  it  must  be  shown  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  an  interference  with  private 
interests.  I  cannot  think  that  any  honourable 
member  would  hesitate  to  yield  his  seat  or  any- 
thing else  that  the  public  good  might  require. 
No  doubt,  as  we  are  told.  Parliament  may  seize 
and  appropriate  whatever  it  conceives  to  be 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  State ;  and,  if  a 
majority  of  both  Houses  should  deprive  honour- 
able members  of  their  seats,  it  is  of  no  use  for 
them  to  resent  or  resist  it.  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
**  power  "  of  Parliament,  but  to  the  righteous  ex- 
ercise of  that  power.  The  Government  seem  to 
have  come  to  this  Council  in  forma  pauperis, 
as  it  were,  and  bog  us  to  lighten  the  burdens 
of  a  sinking  State  by  throwing  overboard  our 
scats.  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  occasion 
for  such  an  abject  appeal  to  this  Council.  It 
was  proposed  a  few  years  ago  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  themselves  should  deter- 
mine by  ballot  which  honourable  members 
were  to  go  and  which  to  remain  at  their  posts. 
I  cannot  think  that  honourable  members 
should  bo  expected  to  engage  in  so  distaste- 
ful, so  degrading,  and  so  invidious  a  task  as 
this.  Nor  do  I  think  that  honourable  mem- 
bers should  be  subjected  to  the  mortification, 
to  the  indignity,  and  to  the  ignominy  of  being 
removed  by  such  means.  There  seem  to  be 
no  immediate  grounds  for  making  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  members  of  this  Council.  I 
had  the  honour  of  taking  a  seat  here  in  1888, 
and  I  find  that  if  no  honourable  members  had 
then  or  since  been  appointed  the  number  of 
members  of  this  Council  would  now  be  some- 
what below  that  magic  number,  thirty -five, 
which  we  wish  to  attain  to.  No  less  than 
thirteen  appointments  have  been  made  since, 
and  the  number  of  members  at  this  moment  is 
forty-seven  only.  It  is  said  that  the  proposal 
to  decide  the  matter  by  ballot  is  as  fair  for 
one  as  for  another.  There  are  a  large  number 
of  members  of  this  Council,  men  of  political 
note  and  mark,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  their 
being  left  out  by  the  ballot.  It  is  only  another 
instance  of  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  •*  With 
what  philosophy  we  bear  the  misfortunes  of 
others  1 "  It  is  said  that  the  other  House  will 
undergo  a  similar  reduction.  I  understand, 
however,  that  it  is  proposed  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
shall  retain  their  seats  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment which  the  Constitution  Act  allows.  The 
only  result,  therefore,  of  reducing  their  num- 
ber would  be  the  diminishing  of  the  chance  of 
being  elected  to  a  new  Parliament.    Another 

Sart  of  the  motion  advocates  not  only  the  re- 
uction  of  our  number  to  thirty-five,  but  that 
the  number  should  not  go  beyond  that.  We 
know  that  the  greatest  statesmen  and  wisest 
politicians  of  New  Zealand — many  of  them — 
disavow  such  an  idea.  They  think  it  would 
lead  to  the  injury  of  the  Constitution.  We 
Hon.  Mr^  Bamicoat 


cannot  suppose  that  if  this  limit  were  im- 
posed it  would  not  soon  be  removed,  looking  at 
the  prevailing  idea  of  some  of  our  greatest 
statesmen  and  politicians.  I  hope  there  is  no 
possibility  of  my  being  misunderstood  on  thit 
occasion.  I  think  it  would  be  highly  unbe- 
coming in  any  member  of  this  Council  to  refuse 
to  show  his  practical  sympathy  with  those  who 
may  be  called  on  to  suffer  on  account  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  State,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  veiy  unbecoming  in  any  member  of  this 
Council  not  to  acquiesce  cheerfully  in  any 
economical  arrangement  which  the  public  in- 
terest demands ;  but  it  is  another  thing  pre- 
maturely and  unnecessarily  to  relinquish  that 
post  of  honour  and  trust  which  the  Sovereign 
has  assigned  us,  more  especially  as  the  result 
aimed  at  by  the  motion — the  reduction  of  onr 
number  to  thirty-five — may  be  brought  aboat 
by  a  little  forbearance  for  a  little  while  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  —  I  regret 
that  the  Attorney-General,  in  bringing  forward 
this  motion,  rested  his  case  so  exclusively  on 
the  groimd  of  economy.  No  person  more  than 
myself  appreciates  economy  both  in  private 
and  in  public  life ;  but  I  do  not  think,  on  the 
ground  of  the  mere  saving  of  £4,000  or  £5,00D 
a  year,  we  should  be  justified  in  making  a  great 
constitutional  change  such  as  here  proposed^ 
unless  there  were  other  and  far  more  important 
reasons  to  influence  us  in  that  determination. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  Attorney-General  has 
other  and  more  important  reasons,  and  I  am 
sorry  he  did  not  bring  them  forward,  becaose 
I  am  satisfied  of  this :  that  no  person  in  this 
Council  could  have  urged  them  more  forcibly 
upon  the  attention  of  his  colleagues  than 
could  that  honourable  gentleman  himself.  The 
resolution  does  not  indicate  how  the  change 
which  is  contemplated  is  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  nor  has  the  Attorney-General  indicated 
his  own  views  upon  that  subject.  He  has  not 
done  so,  not  because  he  has  not  clear  and 
decisive  views  upon  that  matter,  but  becaose, 
I  presume,  he  has  deemed  it  unnecessary  at 
the  present  stage  of  the  proceedings.  The  only 
indication  that  wc  have  of  the  view  entertained 
upon  this  great  constitutional  change  by  the 
Attorney-General  is  that  contained  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  resolution,  which  clearly  indicates 
that  a  forcible  termination  of  the  career  of  some 
honourable  members  is  hereby  contemplated— 
that,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  at  any  rate, 
we  are  to  bo  called  upon  to  perform  the  "happy 
despatch."  I  think,  on  this  subject,  it  womd 
have  been  well  if  the  Attorney-General  had 
given  us  some  indication  of  the  reasons  that 
had  influenced  him  to  this  proceeding;  more 
especially  as  the  course  now  proposed  is  cer- 
tainly not  in  accordance  with  the  views  the 
honourable  gentleman  held  on  former  occasions, 
or  the  views  that  he  has  openly  advocated.  In 
1885  the  Attorney-General  said, — 

"The  princij^al  provisions  of  the  Bill"— it 
was  a  Bill  he  himself  introduced,  and  hononr- 
able  members,  I  dare  say,  will  remember  it— 
"are  these:  It  leaves  the  present  members 
as  they  are.    I  think  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  in  his 
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etidenoe,  acpzesBod  the  Bftme  idea  as  I  enter- 
tein,  that  it  woald  be  impossible  to  interfere 
with  the  sort  of  vested  rights  which  the  present 
membeis  of  this  Chamber  possess." 

I  think  it  would  have  been  well  for  the  At- 
toznej-General,  in  introducing  this  subject,  to 
have  indicated  to  us  what  were  the  reasons 
which  cause  a  change  of  opinion  on  his  part, 
if  a  change  of  opinion  there  be.  The  question 
submitted  for  our  consideration  by  this  reso- 
lution may  be  resolved  into  this :  Does  this 
Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  community  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  honourable  members  themselves? 
And,  secondly,  if  it  does  not  do  so,  how  con  we 
best  remedy  any  defects  in  its  mode  of  opera- 
tion ?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  answer  to  the 
first  question,  Does  this  Council  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  community?  is  best  shown 
by  the  action  of  public  men  and  of  public 
bodies  in  reference  to  it  upon  former  occasions. 
Three  distinct  Ministries  have  now  brought 
before  Parliament  a  Bill  for  the  modification 
of  the  constitution  of  this  Council.  The  first 
Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  which 
tlie  Attorney-General  was,  I  think,  Premier. 
He  was  associated  with  Major  Atkinson.  The 
second  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of 
which  Sir  Bobert  Stout  was  Premier,  and 
whose  representative  in  this  Council  was  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley.  The  third  attempt  is  in 
the  resolution  now  before  us,  which  is  brought 
forward  consequent  upon  a  statement  in  the 
Qovemor^s  Speech  to  the  effect  that  the  ques- 
tion was  to  be  submitted  to  our  consideration, 
and  which  is  now  brought  forward  by  a  Minis- 
try representing  none  of  the  old  parties  that 
have  hitherto  prevailed  in  the  colony,  but  a 
distinct  party,  constituted  more  especially  of 
what  is  recognised  as  **  new  blood,"  and  which  is 
supposed  to  represent  in  an  especial  manner  the 
desires  and  aspirations  of  the  colony.  There 
has  been,  then,  on  the  part  of  the  last  three 
Ministries  a  manifestation  of  opinion  that 
an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  this  Coun- 
cil is  desirable.  Then,  the  Council  itself 
has  expressed  a  somewhat  similar  opinion, 
seeing  that  so  recently  as  two  years  ago,  by  a 
majority  of  twenty-two  to  seventeen,  it  passed 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  introduced  with  a 
view  to  bring  about  a  radical  change  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Council.  And,  moreover, 
this  opinion  has  further  been  indorsed  by  the 
action  of  a  Committee  of  this  Council  which 
sat  in  1885.  This  Committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  then  Oo- 
¥emment,  and,  although  they  made  no  report 
to  the  Council  with  reference  to  the  Bill,  they 
submitted  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
agreed  to  by  themselves.  The  first  resolution 
was,  '*  That  it  is  expedient  and  desirable  that 
a  change  should  be  made  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Council."  So  it  is  evident  that  they  were 
of  opinion  that  such  a  change  was  desirable. 
Not  only  has  this  view  been  expressed  by  suc- 
cessive Ministries,  and  by  a  Conunittee  of  the 
Council  after  careful  inquiry,  but  it  has  been 
indorsed  by  the  views  of  representative  states- 
men in  the  colony.     To  those  views  I  shall 


refer  hereafter ;  I  will  content  myself  at  present 
with  simply  alluding  to  the  circumstance.  I 
have  shown  that,  so  far  as  we  can  follow  in- 
dications which  are  afforded  by  Ministerial  and 
other  action,  we  may  safely  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  there  is  a  widespread  desire  that 
there  should  be  some  change  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Council.  Then  there  is  the  question.  How 
far  has  theconstitutioi.  of  the  Council  been  satis- 
factory to  ourselves  ?  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  member  of  the  Council  for  eighteen . 
years,  and  I  can  look  back  with  great  pleasure 
and  a  good  deal  of  pride  at  being  a  member  of  a 
body  that  has  cfifected  so  many  important  and 
beneficial  changes  in  tho  legislation  that  has 
been  submitted  for  our  consideration.  If  there 
is  anything  in  the  past  on  which  I  cannot  pride 
myself  it  is  not  on  the  fact  of  anything  that 
we  have  done  amiss,  but  rather  on  the  fact  that 
we  have  not  in  ail  cases  fully,  I  think,  per- 
formed our  duty.  If  there  is  any  blame  which 
can  be  attached  to  the  Council  it  is  in  the 
fact  that  in  all  cases  perhaps  we  have  not 
shown  sufficient  backbone.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  view  is  borne  out  signally  by 
the  remark  of  one  from  whom  I  should  not  have 
expected  such  a  statement — that  is,  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  who,  in  his  evidence  before  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  states,  in  reference  to  the  Coun- 
cil itself,  "  All  that  the  Legislative  Council 
has  done  has  been  to  prevent  the  passing  of  cer- 
tain measures,  somewhat  as  the  House  of  Lords 
has  done;  but  it  has  never  originated  any 
policy,  in  the  same  wav  as  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives^  That  is  the  function  it  has  exer- 
cised in  the  past,  and  I  think  sometimes  there 
has  not  been  checking  enough."  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  Sir  Kobcrt  Stout  in  his  remark 
that  there  has  not  been  checking  enough,  and 
it  is  upon  that  ground  that  I,  as  a  member 
of  the  Council,  feel  that  some  alteration  in  the 
form  of  its  constitution  is  desirable.  Then  the 
question  arises.  How  can  we  best  remedy  the 
defects  in  our  constitution  ?  It  is  not,  I  think, 
for  us  to  consider  what  is,  theoretically,  the  best 
form  of  a  second  Chamber  that  could  be  ad- 
opted. Were  we  starting  de  7iovo,  that  would  be 
a  perfectly  legitimate  inquiry;  but  I  think,  as 
there  is  no  widespread  desire  for  a  radical 
change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Chamber,  we 
should  take  a  practical  view  of  this  subject, 
and  confine  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  to 
altering  the  constitution — if  alteration  i.s  de- 
sirable  —  simply  in  accordance  with  existing 
lines,  and  make  the  change  as  small  as  pos- 
sible. In  speaking  on  this  subject  I  shall  not 
say  what  I  consider  to  be  the  best  possible 
form  of  constitution  for  a  second  Chamber, 
or  what  would  be  theoretically  the  best 
cliange  to  be  effected  in  the  constitution  of 
tho  Council,  but  what,  under  tho  circum- 
stances of  the  •  case,  would  be  best  so  as  to 
meet  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity, or  any  feeling  on  our  own  part  that 
there  are  defects  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Council.  In  arriving  at  a  decision  upon  this 
subject  I  think  we  may  well  look  at  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  upon  the  matter  before 
a  Conunittee  of  the  Council  in  1885.    I  cannot 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


424 


Legislative 


[COUNCIL.] 


CoimcU, 


[Nov.  17 


help  thinking  that  this  evidence  haa  not  been 
read  so  extensively  as  it  deserves  to  be  read.  It 
appears  in  the  Journals  of  Proceedings  of  the 
legislative  Council ;  and,  unfortunately,  it  does 
60  happen,  I  think,  that  the  Journals  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  being  more 
copious,  containing  nearly  all  the  useful  matter 
lend  on  the  table  of  Parliament,  are  more  ex- 
tensively read  than  the  Journals  of  the  Council. 
I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  learned  from 
(hat  evidence,  and  I  will  refer  to  one  or  two 
points  in  it.  Sir  George  Grey  was  invited  to 
attend  as  a  witness  at  that  Committee,  and  he 
gave  important  evidence.  We  all  know  that  he 
18  not  an  advocate  of  a  second  Chamber ;  but 
he  states  that  he  recognises  that,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  an  immediate  change  in  accordance 
with  his  views ;  and  then  he  proceeds  to  say 
that  ho  does  not  attach  so  much  importance  to 
a  radical  change  in  that  direction  now  as  for- 
merly, if  only  effect  could  be  given  to  his  own 
views  in  another  direction.    He  says, — 

*'  But,  finding  that  there  is  no  chance  of 
carrying  the  public  with  me  in  that  view  at 
present,  apparently,  I  have  become  attached 
to  another  plan,  which  I  have  tried  for  several 
years  to  introduce.  That  pfan  would  render 
any  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Coun- 
cil unnecessary,  and  would  also  render  any 
additions  to  the  Council  unnecessaiy  when  new 
Ministries  came  in,  because  they  would  not 
require  a  majority  of  the  Council  to  carry  out 
their  policy.  The  plan  that  1  have  proposed  is 
this :  that  where  one  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
say,  for  two  sessions,  rejected  a  measure  which 
the  other  branch  had  passed,  &plibiscitc  of  the 
people  should  be  taken  as  to  whether  they 
would  have  the  law  in  question  or  not;  and 
their  decision  should  be  final.  1  believe  that 
would  obviate  every  possible  inconvenience,  and 
would  really  be  the  best  plan." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that,  if  that 
eoui-se  were  accepted,  there  would  be,  in  his 
opinion,  no  objection  to  be  taken  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Council  as  at  present ;  but  he 
further  adds  that,  in  that  case,  he  thinks  it 
would  be  desirable,  to  save  expense  to  the 
country,  and  to  save  inconvenience,  that  the 
number  of  members  should  be  limited.  It 
would  appear,  therefore,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
Sir  George  Grey,  the  sole  practicable  alteration 
at  the  present  moment  would  be  the  limitation 
of  the  number  of  members,  with  power,  in  ease 
any  difference  of  opinion  arose  between  the 
two  Chambers,  to  refer  the  point  in  dispute  to 
the  popular  vote.  I  think  I  have  seen  some- 
where, but  I  cannot  remember  just  at  present 
where,  that  this  view  was  combated  by  my 
honourable  friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitakcr,  who 
was  of  opinion  that,  if  recourse  to  a  pUbiscite 
was  adopted,  great  inconvenience  would  be 
occasioned  and  considerable  expense  entailed. 
That  is  an  objection,  in  theory,  to  the  pro- 
position ;  but  I  have  ong  since  learned  that 
theoretical  objections  should  be  received  very 
cautiously.  It  is  very  seldom  that  theoretical 
objections  are  justified  in  the  event  in  the  way 
that  is  contemplated.  There  is  something 
XZb».  Mr.  Waterhouse 


Btzonger  than  our  own  legislation,  then  it 
something  stronger  than  the  constitution  of  a 
Legislature,  and  that  remedies  all  defects  oi 
a  technical  character,  and  that  is  public  opm- 
ion.  Public  opinion  is  supreme,  and  would 
provide  a  remedy  in  this  case.  I  am  satisfied 
the  operation  would  be  of  an  exactly  contcaij 
character  to  what  Sir  George  Grey  contem- 
plates, and  that  there  wou4d  scarcely  ever  be 
the  reference  of  a  point  in  dispute  to  the  public, 
for  the  simple  reason  that,  if  a  Bill  had  been 
refused  one  session  and  were  brought  forward  a 
second  session,  before  any  reference  to  public 
opinion  was  made  there  would  be  such  an  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion  that  one  or  other  of 
the  Chambers  would  give  way,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  appealing  to  public  opinion  would  be 
obviated.  So  far  as  Sir  George  Grey's  views 
are  concerned,  I  will  say,  candidly,  that  wexe 
they  to  be  brought  into  operation  I  should  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  such  being  the  case ; 
but  I  believe  there  is  no  chance  of  those  views 
being  brought  into  operation,  and  I  regard  the 
question  as  raised  by  him — although,  as  I  say, 
I  have  no  personal  objection  to  the  scheme,  and 
should  be  in  favour  of  it  rather  than  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  Council — as  really  im- 
practicable :'  public  opinion  is'  not  ripe  for  it. 
The  recommendations  of  Sir  George  Grey  may, 
I  think,  be  left  out  of  the  question  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  except  so  far  as  they  are  an  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  that  this  Council  as  at 
present  constituted  is  not  open  to  so  great  an 
objection  as  has  been  said  by  some,  and  that, 
under  certain  circumstances,  a  limitation  of 
numbers  is  desirable.  Sir  Julius  Vogel  at- 
tended and  gave  evidence  likewise.  I  am 
pleased  to  read  the  evidence  he  gave.  He 
says  that  the  Council  works,  on  the  whole,  ex- 
ceedingly well,  and  that  it  would  bo  bard  to 
quote  any  specific  case  of  Cbny  specific  difference 
between  the  two  Houses  to  make  out  a  su£S- 
cient  case  for  the  necessity  of  an  alteration. 
He  says,  further,  that  he  can  hardly  call  to  his 
recollection  any  continual  opposition  to  any 
measure  of  a  popular  character  extending  over 
more  than  one  session.  It  is  satisfactoxy  to 
have  from  a  person  of  Sir  Julius  Vogers  posi- 
tion evidence  of  so  satisfactory  a  character;  bnt, 
at  the  same  time,  ho  does  go  on  to  say  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  Council  does  not  command 
so  much  confidence  as  it  ought  to  do,  and  he 
states  that  he  should  like  to  see  it  limited  in 
number,  and  he  advocated  a  limitation  in  num- 
bers more  in  proportion  to  the  numerical  popu- 
lation of  the  various  parts  of  the  country.  H« 
further  advocated  a  limitation  of  the  tenure  of 
office.  As  for  the  elective  principle,  he  states 
that  he  thinks  it  would  be  entirely  undesdrable. 
He  further  goes  on  to  say,  **  Ten  years  appetn 
to  me  a  sufficiently  long  period,  and  I  certainly 
suggest  that  some  such  course  should  be 
adopted."  So  that  it  will  be  seen  by  honour- 
able members  that  both  Sir  Julius  Vogel  and 
Sir  George  Grey  appear  to  have  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion — that  a  limitation  of  numben 
is  desirable ;  while,  in  the  case  of  Sir  JoUof 
Vogel,  he  proposes  that  the  limitation  of  time 
should  be  ten  years.    He  likewise,  in  that  evi- 
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dence,  said,  in  regard  to  the  tenure  of  the  pre- 
sent members,  that  in  his  opinion  that  should 
not  be  interfered  with.  Then,  the  next  witness 
was  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert  8tout.  As  honour- 
able members  are  all  aware,  that  honourable 
gentleman  is  of  opinion  that  one  legislative 
Chajnber  is  sufficient  for  all  the  requirements 
of  the  country.  At  the  same  time,  he  admits 
that  public  opinion  is  hot  sufficiiently  ripe  for 
such  a  change  at  the  present  time.  His  opin- 
ion is  that,  meanwhile,  the  second  Chamber 
should  remain  a  nominated  and  not  an  elective 
one,  and  likewise  that  the  members  of  the 
second  Chamber  should  be  limited  as  regards 
the  time  during  which  they  should  hold  their 
seats.  He  says,  "  I  think  there  is  a  danger  in 
limiting  the  number  if  the  tenure  is  for  life, 
but  not  so  much  danger  if  it  is  for  a  term.*' 
Sir,  a  good  deal  of  that  evidence  is  very  sugges- 
tive and  interesting,  but  I  will  not  refer  to  it 
further.  I  will  only  say,  in  regard  to  Sir  Eobert 
Stout's  ideas  on  the  subject  of  reforming  the 
Council,  that  I  approve  of  them  to  the  extent  I 
have  indicated.  Then,  the  Hon.  Major  Atkin- 
son gave  evidence.  His  evidence  was  that  he 
did  not  think  an  elective  Council  would  be  a 
good  thing :  he  thought  it  far  better  that  it 
should  be  nominated.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
further,  that  in  his  opinion  the  number  of 
members  should  be  limited  to  half  the  number 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  that  the  appointments  should  bo  for 
a  limited  time — say,  for  ten  years ;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  more  than  one-third  should  go 
out  together.  Here  are  four  of  the  leading 
statesmen  of  the  colony,  the  leaders  of  the 
various  political  parties  in  the  colony,  who, 
though  differing  in  some  of  their  views  on  the 
subject,  are  united  to  this  extent:  that  the 
Council  should,  in  their  opinion,  be  nominated 
rather  than  elected,  that  it  should  be  limited  in 
number  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  number 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  the  tenure  of  seats  should  be  limited  to 
ten  years.  The  only  other  person  to  whom  I 
ean  refer  as  a  leader  of  pai-ties  in  the  colony — 
whose  evidence  was  not  taken,  because  he  was 
the  Chairman  of  this  Committee — was  the  Hon. 
Sir  Frederick  Whilaker  himself.  We  know 
that  upon  this  subject  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  clear  and  decided  yiews,  and  that  he 
is  an  advocate  for  the  election  of  the  Chamber 
in  a  manner  that  he  has  indicated,  and  which 
he  has  brought  before  the  Council  on  a  former 
occcwion  in  the  form  of  a  Bill  which  is  based 
upon  election.  I  have  stated  that  I  go  a  long 
way  with  the  views  of  all  the  honourable  gentle- 
men whoso  evidence  was  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  anfl  I  go  a  long  way  with  my  honourable 
friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  and,  if  we  had 
to  consider  the  thing  de  novot  with  a  view  to 
getting  the  best  form  of  constitution,  I  should 
go  with  him  entirely,  for  I  think  it  would  be 
a  great  advantage  that  the  members  of  this 
Council  should  bo  elected.  I  know  that  it  will 
be  said  at  once  that,  if  elected,  they  would 
gradually  get  power  into  their  own  hands,  and 
they  would  become  a  danger  to  the  lower  branch 
of  tiie  Legislature.    Sir,  I  attach  no  value  what- 


ever to  this  view.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
there  is  one  thing  supreme,  there  is  one  thixig 
which  overrides  the  Legislature,  and  that  is 
public  opinion,  and  no  elective  Chamber  dar^ 
go  in  the  face  of  publio  opinion.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  elective  Upper  Chambers  I  may  state 
that  I  regard  myself  as  somewhat  of  an 
authority,  inasmuch  a§  I  think  that  I  am 
the  only  member  of  this  Council  who  has 
been  a  member  of  an  elected  Upper  Chamber, 
and  I  have  seen  the  working  of  that  principle. 
I  was  a  member  of  that  Parliament  that  first 
considered  the  form  of  the  institutions  that 
were  to  be  introduced  into  the  Australian 
Colonies,  more  especially  as  connected  with 
South  Australia,  and  at  that  time  I  held  the 
view — which  is  still  the  common  view — that  an 
elective  Upper  Chamber  might  be  dangerous 
to  the  interests  of  the  country.  This  was  before 
there  was  any  second  Chamber.  We  favoured 
the  experiment  of  a  nominated  Chamber  first, 
and  a  Bill  to  that  effect  was  passed ;  but  it  was 
disallowed  in  England :  and  the  result  was  that 
eventually  an  elective  Upper  House  was  con- 
stituted in  South  Australia,  and  about  the 
same  time  also  in  Victoria.  When  that  elec- 
tive House  was  first  constituted  the  members 
were  new  to  their  duties,  and  there  was  some 
little  friction  in  operation.  As  regards  money 
Bills,  there  was  ho  provision  that  money  Bills 
should  be  dealt  with  exclusively  by  the  Lower 
House,  but,  infercntially,  the  Upper  House 
possessed  the  sajno  privilege  with  regard  to 
money 'Bills  as  the  Lower  House,  and  there 
was  some  friction  in  regard  to  this.  There 
were  some  who  were  inclined  to  assert  the 
right  of  the  members  of  the  Upper  House  to 
consider  the  money  votes ;  but  the  majority 
held  a  different  view.  Publio  opinion  rallied 
round  them,  and  any  further  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  money  Bills  was  put  down  not  by 
legislation  but  by  the  force  of  publio  opinion. 
And  we  see  that  in  all  these  colonies,  while 
there  was  some  little  friction  in  introducing  the 
elective  system  in  the  first  instance,  gradually 
that  friction  has  died  away,  and  we  have  now 
— at  any  rate,  for  the  last  few  years — no  con- 
flicts between  the  two  Houses.  They  go  along 
smoothly  now,  for  they  are  both  overruled  by 
public  opinion.  Therefore  I  have  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  proposition  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker ;  but  I  believe  that  such  a 
radical  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  Coun- 
cil is  not  called  for  at  the  present  time,  and 
I  believe  any  Bill  based  upon  it  would  not 
pass.  I  am  inclined  only  to  advocate  practic- 
able legislation,  and  for  that  reason  I  personally 
feel  disposed  to  act  upon  different  lines  from 
those  suggested  by  my  honourable  friend  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  whose  right  to  be  heard 
on  th|s  subject  I  acknowledge  as  much  as 
any  member  of  the  Council  can  do.  My  view 
of  this  matter — and  I  think  it  is  as  well  that 
we  should  put  forth  our  views,  because  the 
more  they  are  considered  the  more  likely  we 
are  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions — is 
that,  in  approaching  this  question,  we  should 
proceed  on  existing  lines.  We  should  not  en- 
deavour to  introduce  any  forcible  or  radical 
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change  in  our  conBtitution.  I  think  we  may 
learn  something  from  what  has  been  done  in 
Canada  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  that 
U  we  are  to  alter  our  mode  of  constitution  the 
alteration  should  be  in  that  direction.  In 
Canada  there  are  seventy-eight  members  ap- 
pointed to  the  Upper  House,  or  **  Assembly," 
as  it  is  called  ;  and,  to  guard  against  the 
danger  of  a  collision,  there  is  a  power  given 
to  the  Government— I  think  this  is  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  vote  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legiriature,  and  -  certainly  with  the 
understanding  that  it  shall  not  bo  exercised 
during  session  —  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  by  four,  that  is  to  say,  to  raise 
the  number  of  members  from  seventy-eight 
to  eighty-two.  But,  the  number  having  been 
raised  beyond  the  limit  of  seventy-eight,  no 
further  [appointments  can  be  made  until  the 
number' has  receded  to  below  seventy-eight. 
There  are  therefore  four  appointments  to  come 
and  go  upon.  I  am  a  pretty  constant  reader 
of  the  papers,  and,  while  I  camiot  speak 
decidedly  as  to  whether  there  has  been  any 
case  of  difEerence  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  in  Canada,  no  such  circum- 
stance has  come  to  my  knowledge  ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  system  has  worked 
well  hitherto,  and  this  power  of  apx>ointing 
additional  members  has  never  been  resorted  to. 
My  impression  is,  as  regards  the  change  in  the 
constitution  of  this  Council,  we  shall  act  wisely 
in  taking  no  steps  towards  a  forcible  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  members  of  this  House. 
If  we  agree  to  this  motion,  and  a  Bill  is  passed 
this  session,  it  could  not  come  into  operation 
before  the  expiration  of  three  years.  It  would 
be  the  fourth  year  before  the  new  Parliament 
would  be  called  together ;  and  in  the  course  of 
four  years  who  can  doubt  that  great  changes, 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barnicoat  has  mentioned, 
would  occar,  in  the  natural  course  of  events, 
to  reduce  the  number  of  members?  Then, 
Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  well  that  the  appoint- 
ments should  be  made  for  a  limited  period 
of  ten  years.  It  would  be  well  to  introduce  a 
provision  that,  with  a  view  to  equalising  the 
balance  of  parties,  there  should  be  a  certain 
number — four,  as  in  Canada — that,  with  the 
vote  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
might  be  appointed  to  the  Council  with  a  view 
to  equalise  the  parties  there,  no  further  ap- 
pointments to  be  made  until  the  number  be 
reduced  to  within  its  normal  limits.  That 
would  not  involve  a  great  and  radical  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  Council,  but  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  very  much  strengthen 
the  Council.  It  would  give  to  it  what  I  think 
is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  country — a 
little  more  backbone.  I  do  not  advocate  it  at 
aU  in  the  interests  of  the  Council,  but  I  do 
advocate  it  in  the  interests  of  the  community, 
for  I  feel  that  what  little  blame  is  attachable  to 
the  Council  in  the  past  is  rather  owing  not  to 
what  it  has  done,  but  to  what  it  has  failed  to 
do.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  amendment  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  It  will  enable 
us  .to  go  carefully  through  the  matter ;  and 
Hon.  Mr,  Waterhouse 


I  think,  if  a  Committee  be  appointed^  it  mSL 
result  in  the  question  being  well  conndecad. 
One  thing  is  desirable,  I  think  :  that  whatersr 
action  is  taken  should  be  taken  speedily.  Al- 
though the  new  constitution,  if  I  may  so  caO 
it,  would  not  come  into  operation  for  thzee 
years,  the  passing  of  the  Bill  would  preient 
fresh  appointments;  and,  no  fresh  appoint- 
ments being  made,  there  would  be  no  difficultj 
in  giving  effect  to  the  proposed  alterations, 
without  inflicting  injustice  or  inoonvenienos 
on  members  of  tihis  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— I  labour  under 
the  disadvantage  of  not  having  been  in  my 
place  when  the  first  debate  took  place  on  ih« 
subject.  It  is  true  I  have  been  able  to  read  in 
Hansard  what  was  said  on  that  occasion,  but  it 
is  necessary  to  see  the  effect  that  the  speeches 
have  on  members  in  order  to  judge  of  them.  In 
that  way  you  may  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion as  to  what  the  feeling  of  this  Council  is 
upon  the  question.  From  what  I  have  been 
able  to  gather  from  inquiries,  I  think  the  feeUng 
of  this  Council  is  most  decidedly  against  this 
motion.  I  will  go  further  and  say  I  believe  Uie 
feeling  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  hu 
moved  in  this  matter  is  altogether  against  it 
too.  I  am  quite  certain,  if  he  had  any  par- 
ticular conviction  in  favour  of  it,  or  an  impfiot 
belief  in  it,  he  would  not  have  given  way  so 
readily  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell.  He  certainly 
looked  as  if  he  were  saying  to  himself,  **  Now.  I 
have  held  my  brief ;  I  have  gone  throng  the 
formality  of  stating  the  case,  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  the  case  in  somebody-else*s  hands.'* 
I  cannot  for  my  life  see  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  placed  himself  in  that  position  at 
all,  unless  he  desired  to  earn  a  little  popa- 
larity  for  the  Government  of  which  he  is  a 
member  by  placing  us  in  a  rather  unpopular 
position  if  we  rejected  the  motion,  which  I 
believe  we  certaixily  shall.  In  fact,  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  has  given  up  his  motion  already. 
As  to  the  Committee,  I  do  not  think  anything 
will  come  of  it.  Nothing  came  of  a  similar 
Committee  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  I  may 
say  I  think  it  is  our  own  fault  that  this  moti<« 
is  before  us  now.  I  shall  always  be  of  opinion 
that  we  suited  unwisely  in  sending  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  for  experts 
to  be  examined .  as  to  the  proper  manner 
of  altering  the  constitution  of  this  Conncil. 
If  they  wished  to  alter  the  constitution  of 
their  own  branch  of  the  Legislature,  would 
they  send  for  any  of  our  members  to  tell  them 
how  to  do  it?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  They  would 
think  for  themselves;  and  that  is  what  we 
should  have  done  where  we  were  solely  inter- 
ested. Experts  they  might  have  been  in  the 
game  of  politics,  but  not  the  men  to  advise 
us  about  altering  our  constitution.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  much  public  demand  for 
any  change  in  the  constitution  of  this  Council. 
I  believe  there  is  a  popular  feeling  against  the 
power  which  we  possess  of  throwing  out  time 
after  time  any  measure  which  has  passed  the 
other  House.  I  think  it  is  not  unnatural, 
but  highly  proper,  that  people  should  object 
to  such  a  power  being  placed  in  oar  haiid»- 
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that  IB,  the  powor  of  throwing  out,  soBsion 
after  session,  any  measure  which  has  passed 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  think 
this  power  should  be  strictly  limited  to  one 
session  only,  and,  if  the  Houses  did  not  agree, 
they  should  sit  together  as  one  body.  If  we 
were  in  a  minority  we  should  be  outvoted.  As 
the  Constitution  stands  at  present,  there  must 
be  some  check  on  this  Council.  We  are  a 
eheek  upon  the  hasty  legislation  of  the  other 
House,  and  the  other  House  must  have  a  check 
upon  us.  I  have  no  objection  to  see  the 
number  of  members  of  this  Council  reduced, 
always  providing  it  is  not  done  in  an  invidious 
manner;  and  I  think  it  would  be  rather  an 
ungracious  thing  that  men  who  have  come  here 
for  twenty  years,  perhaps,  should  be  balloted 
out,  as  if  they  were  wanted  no  longer.  If  a 
Bill  of  tiiis  character  is  passed,  this  should 
be  provided  for,  so  that  the  reduction  might 
be  effected  in  a  more  gracious  manner.  It 
might  be  provided  that  we  might  ballot  each 
other  out  so  that  no  more  than  thirty-five 
members  should  be  present  in  any  one  session. 
That  could  very  easily  be  done.  I  suppose,  in 
proposing  this  motion,  the  Government  wished 
to  pose  as  an  economical  Government ;  but  I 
think  this  would  be  miserable  and  wretched 
cheeseparing.  I  think  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's head  does  not  ache  until  he  sees  the 
number  in  the  other  House  reduced  to  seventy- 
five  he  will  be  very  safe.  The  representation 
in  the  other  Chamber  certainly  appears  absurd 
and  out  of  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
colony.  It  is  strange  that  we  should  require 
one  member  for  every  seven  thousand  of  the 
population.  In  the  United  States  they  have 
only  one  to  every  hundred  thousand  of  the 
population ;  but  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration how  scattered  is  the  population 
in  this  country,  and  we  must  remember  that 
the  State  Legislatures  have  the  manage- 
ment of  local  affairs.  If  we  went  back 
to  Provincialism  we  could  undoubtedly  do 
with  seventy-five  members;  but  we  are  not 
likely  to  go  back,  and,  considering  the  amount 
of  work  the  other  House  has  to  do,  they  cer- 
tainly could  not  get  through  their  work  with 
less.  The  question  of  honorarium  has  been 
touched  upon,  unnecessarily,  perhaps.  If 
honourable  members  refused  to  accept  hono- 
rarium the  first  to  cry  out  against  it  would  be 
the  people  of  the  colony  themselves.  They 
would  very  soon  find  themselves  under  class 
government,  more  so  than  in  the  Old  Country. 
That  the  honorarium  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  should  be  less  than  that  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  I  quite 
agree.  Members  of  the  other  House  are  put 
to  expenses  which  the  members  of  this  House 
are  not  put  to,  and  their  labours  are  much 
greater  than  ours.  In  regard  to  what  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  said  in  reference  to  our  not 
having  shown  sufficient  backbone,  I  think  on 
more  than  one  occasion  we  showed  considerable 
backbone,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  hard- 
headedness  as  well.  Notably  was  that  the 
when  this  Council  rejected,  session  after 
a,  that   Bill  which   legalised  marriage 


with  a  deceased  wife's  sister.  As  it  happened, 
that  Bill  only  affected  a  small  portion  of  the 
community ;  and,  on  the  strength  of  that,  this 
Cotmcil  took  upon  itself  to  throw  it  out  time 
after  time  ;  and  how  it  passed  at  all,  consider- 
ing that  it  is  not  yet  the  law  of  England,  I 
am  surprised.  In  regard  to  Sir  George  Grey's 
idea,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  practicable.  In  Switzerland  the  power 
in  question  is  very  wisely  left  to  the  people; 
and  all  money  questions  affecting  amounts 
of  10,000  francs— £400  sterling  —  after  being 
passed  by  both  Chambers,  are  left  to  the  people 
for  their  approval  or  otherwise,  and  the  people 
sometimes  take  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  overriding  the  decision  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. Whether  such  a  grave  responsibility 
would  ever  be  taken  by  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land I  do  not  know,  we  are  so  infatuated  with 
our  "  Queen,  Lords,  and  Commons,"  and  think 
there  is  nothing  in  the  world  to  beat  our  Con- 
stitution. We  have  only  to  elect  men  as  our 
representatives,  and  to  leave  everything  in 
their  hcunds ;  they  do  not  require  any  super- 
vision at  all;  they  will  do  everything  for  the 
best,  without  the  necessity  of  our  troubling 
ourselves  any  more  in  the  matter.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  motion  now  before  the  Council,  as 
well  as  against  any  amendment  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON  AH.— I  cannot  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  motion  was  in  any  way 
weak-hearted  in  bringing  it  forward.  I  rather 
think  he  deserves  credit  for  the  way  in  which 
he  has  stuck  to  this  subject  year  after  year, 
bringing  it  down  first  in  one  form  and  then  in 
another.  This  is  the  latest  form.  I  think  it 
is  well  that  he  has  accepted  the  amendment 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  and  left  the  whole 
matter  to  a  Committee  to  consider  it  fully.  I 
think  this  is  the  proper  course  to  take,  as  it 
enables  the  whole  question  to  be  gone  into 
thoroughly  and  carefully  by  a  Committee  of 
this  Council ;  and  when  it  is  reported  upon  it 
can  be  discussed  more  fairly  than  it  can  now. 
I  had  intended  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
it,  and  I  was  prepared  to  go  on  with  the 
discussion  on  the  original  question  ;  but,  now 
the  matter  is  referred  to  a  Committee,  I  think 
it  may  be  very  well  left  there  for  their  report  to 
be  brought  up,  and  then  we  can  discuss  the 
matter  with  that  interest  which  the  subject 
deserves.  I  will  therefore  postpone  making 
any  further  remarks  for  the  time  upon  it.  I 
will  only  say  this :  It  seems  to  me  the  difficulty 
is  one  which  might  very  easily  be  got  over.  It 
appears  to  me,  in  fact,  that  it  could  be  got  over 
without  this  Council  expressing  an  opinion  on 
the  matter  at  all.  It  appears  to  me  to  bo 
rather  a  question  for  the  Government  of  the 
day  than  for  the  Council,  as  it  rests  in  their 
hands  to  say  whether  further  appointments 
shall  be  made  at  all.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
number  of  members  of 'this  Council  could  be 
reduced  in  that  way  without  any  difficulty 
and  in  a  very  short  time — in  a  shorter  time 
than  it  could  be  effected  by  a  Bill.  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterr 
house  that  it  would  probably  be  four  yeas?- 
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before  any  such  Bill  would  take  cfiect,  and 
that  Nature  will  do  all  that  is  reqnired  within 
that  time.  With  reference  to  the  numbers, 
I  think  it  is  a  very  fair  proportion  that  the 
number  of  members  of  t)ie  Council  should  be 
•one-half  the  number  of  members  of  another 
place.  I  believe  that  the  Council  so  consti- 
tuted would  be  quite  as  able'tb  do  the  whole  of 
the  work  required  of  them,  and  would  do  it  in 
■a  manner  satisfactoiy  to  themselves  and  to  the 
country.  As  a  very  old  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil, after  nineteen  years'  experience  in  it,  I 
think  I  can  say  that  the  work  was  as  care- 
fully and  thoroughly  done  when  the  number 
of  members  was  very  much  smaller  than  it 
is  now.  I  do  not  think  that  is  any  reflection 
at  all  on  the  present  Council ;  but  I  feel  that 
when  our  number  is  more  reduced  there  is  a 
greater  amount  of  individual  responsibility  than 
there  is  when  there  is  a  large  nimiber  of  mem- 
bers. I  think  honourable  members  feel  the 
same  as  they  do  on  a  Committee,  that  a  more 
direct  responsibility  is  thrown  upon  each  in- 
dividual member,  and  therefore  every  subject 
receives  .more  careful  and  deliberate  thought 
than  when  there  is  a  larger  number  to  divide 
the  responsibility  amongst.  I  feel  that  it 
would  be  an  advantage  if  the  number  of  the 
Councillors  was  somewhat  smaller.  As  to  the 
pecuniary  aspect  of  tho  question,  I  think,  on  the 
whole,  that  ought  to  be  a  secondary  considera- 
tion. I  do  not  think  that  ought  to  be  a  primary 
consideration.  Efficiency  should  be  the  first 
consideration,  and  economy  the  second.  No 
doubt  if  the  number  of  members  were  reduced 
a  very  considerable  saving  would  take  place. 
Therefore,  looking  at  it  from  a  secondaiy  point 
of  view,  there  would  be  an  additional  advantage 
gained  in  that  way.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
whole  working  of  our  parliamentary  institutions 
might  be  very  materially  improved  if  honour- 
able members  would  only  give  their  minds 
to  it.  At  the  present  time  large  numbers  of 
members  have  been  called  together  here,  and 
we  meet  from  day  to  day  with  comparatively 
little  business  to  do.  I  do  not  think  this  is  in 
the  interests  of  economy,  and  if  both  Houses 
of  the  Legislature  were  to  give  this  matter  a 
little  closer  attention  I  believe  a  very  large  sum 
of  money  would  be  saved  to  the  colony.  The 
length  to  whicl)  the  sessions  are  protracted 
•causes  additicnol  expense  to  the  country.  If 
the  honorarium  which  is  given  to  the  members 
of  both  Houses  were  fixed  according  to  the 
length  of  the  session,  and  if  honourable  mem- 
bers were  to  concentrate  their  minds  on  the 
real  business  of  the  country,  a  large  economy 
joould  thereby  be  efiected.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers were  more  careful  in  asking  for  returns 
which  involve  a  large  expenditure  of  public 
money  and  time  a  large  saving  could  be  effected 
in  that  direction.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak 
at  the  present  time,  seeing  that  the  matter  is 
^oing  before  a  Committee.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  will  be  wisely  chosen  by  ballot,  and 
ihat  they  will  give  the  matter  the  most  full 
investigation,  and  will  bring  down  such  a 
•scheme  as  this  Council  will  approve  of.  I 
anight  just  say,  generally,  that  my  own  opinion 
Hon,  Mr,  Bonar 


is  that  the  present  system  of  our  Govemmetti 
and  the  present  constitution  of  this  Couneil 
cannot  be  veiy  niuch  improved  upon.  I  have 
met  with  no  scheme  yet  which  has  given  my 
own  mind  satisfaction  as  being  one  which  it 
would  be  desirable  to  change  our  present  system 
to.  All  that  is  required  to  make  this  as  oom- 
plete  a  system  as  that  of  any  Government  ii 
that  those  who  have  the  power  to  make  ap- 
pointments  to  this  Chamber  will  exercise  that 
power  with  wisdom  and  judgment ;  and  Uien,  I 
say,  we  cannot  improve  upon  our  present  con- 
stitution. I  shall  not  say  any  more  just  now, 
as  we  shall  have  another  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  matter. 

The  Hon.  l^ir.  HART.— I  shall  not  trouble 
the  Council  with  any  speech  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  will  simply  read  my  opinion  as  to 
how  the  object  now  sought  to  be  attained  should 
be  arrived  at.  I  have  put  it  in  the  fotm  of  a 
resolution :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Comi- 
cil,  it  is  desirable  that  no  further  appointment ' 
of  members  be  made  to  it  until,  by  means  of 
resignation,  absence  without  leave  for  two  ses- 
sions, or  death,  the  number  of  its  membeis  be 
reduced  to  thirty-five;  and  that,  after  such 
reduction  in  number,  no  appointment  of  s 
member  to  the  Council  in  excess  of  that  num- 
ber should  be  made  without  the  consent  of 
four-fifths  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  cannot  admit 
tha(  any  case  has  baen  mode  out  in  favour  of 
an  alteration  of  the  Legislative  Council.  It 
is  perfectly  natural  for  us  to  consider  whether 
the  constitution  of  the  Council  can  be  bene- 
ficially altered  or  not,  and,  although  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  has  been  any  agitation 
amongst  the  people  for  an  alteration  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  I  do  believe  that  the 
matter  has  been  sufficiently  discussed  to  make 
it  worth  our  while  to  i)ut  with  some  care  be- 
fore the  colony  what  is  the  position  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  what  has  been  its  his- 
tory in  the  past.  I  cannot  agree  that  any 
motive  of  economy,  such  as  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  has  put  forward,  would  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  us  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  exact  direction  of  his  original 
motion.  I  am  very  anxious  indeed  to  see 
economy  effected,  and  I  fully  believe  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  are  prepared  to  make 
whatever  sacrifices  may  be  necessaty,  of 
whatever  character  may  seem  to  be  expedient; 
but  I  cannot  admit  that  this  proposed  change 
in  the  Legislative  Council  has  its  origin  in 
any  growth  of  public  opinion,  as  I  understood 
the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  suggested. 
I  cannot  admit  that  there  has  been  any  such 
concentrated  attention  given  to  this  subject  as 
would  justify  us  in  considering  an  alteration 
necessary  owing  to  the  public  opinion  existing 
in  relation  to  the  matter.  I  believe,  on  the 
contrary,  that,  on  all  the  great  occasions  which 
have  marked  the  efforts  of  this  Council  to  fxo- 
mote-  the  public  welfare,  this  Council  has  in- 
variably had  the  support  of  public  opinion 
throughout  the  colony;  and  I  agree  entirely 
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with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  when  he  eays 
that  if  the  Counoil  has  erred  at  all  it  has 
erred  in  the  direction  of  neglecting  to  display, 
under  oar  somewhat  exceptional  circumstances, 
what  I  shall  call  a  greater  yirility.  I  maintain 
there  have  been  occasions  when  the  Council 
did  not  sufficiently  interpose  its  will.  And 
why?  Chiefly  because  there  is  no  colonial 
public  opinion,  and  colonists  generally  are  not 
as  familiar  with  our  affairs  in  Parliament  as 
they  ought  to  be.  Therefore  our  responsibili- 
ties were  the  greater.  Neither  the  daily  Press 
in  this  city,  nor  the  telegraphic  conveniences 
famished  by  the  enterprise  of  the  newspapers, 
sufficiently  inform  the  public  as  to  parlia- 
mentary business.  Therein  lies,  more  forcibly 
than  in  any  other  direction,  the  necessity  for 
the  Legislative  Counoil,  and  for  the  active  in- 
terposition of  its  power  of  delay.  I  say  it 
is  simply  wonderful  that  in  a  colony  of  this 
kind  so  little  should  really  be  known  by  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  as  to  the  working  of 
our  parliamentary  institutions,  and  as  to  the 
caoses  under  the  surface  which  lead  to  results 
which  puzzle  the  outside  public.  I  maintain 
that,  until  such  a  time  as  there  exists  a  more 
general  public  opinion  in  the  colony,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  Legislative  Council  should  ex- 
hibit greater  force,  greater  decision  of  character, 
greater  unwillingness  to  give  way,  than  it  has 
hitherto,  as  a  rule,  exhibited.  Of  course,  the 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Council,  as 
suggested,  at  least,  in  the  original  motion  of 
the  Attorney-General,  by  leading  to  the  fixture 
of  the  number  of  the  members  at  thirty-five, 
would  certainly  lead  to  that  end ;  but  it  would 
involve  us  in  this  evil :  It  would,  by  making 
it  a  patent  fact  that  we  might  if  we  so  chose 
be  independent  of  public  opinion,  render  us 
obnoxious  to  public  odium.  The  general  recog- 
nition all  over  the  colony  of  the  fact  that  we, 
as  a  branch  of  Parliament,  are  liable  to 
be  kept  in  order  by  numerous  additions  has 
afforded  to  those  who  are  not  intimate  with 
our  general  claims  to  confidence  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  we  shall  not  overstep  the  bounds 
of  prudence  in  our  resistance  to  popular  mea- 
sures. We  must  not  forget  that  amongst 
English  people  it  is  not  only  the  written  law 
that  influences  the  race,  but  it  is  the  un- 
written law,  the  sentiment  of  the  nation.  We 
may  theorize  as  we  like,  but  we  cannot  extri- 
cate ourselves  from  the  position  inherent  in 
our  civilisation,  that  which  is  part  and  parcel 
of  our  history,  that  which  has  taught  us  to 
look  vnth  respect  on  the  King,  the  Lords,  and 
the  Commons — the  monarchical  system,  which 
is  represented  as  having  done  such  wonders  for 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  been  the 
parent  of  freedom  all  the  world  over.  We  must 
be  very  careful  before  we  interfere  with  the 
sentiment  which  enshrines  the  glory  of  the 
past.  I  And  that  the  notions  entertained  by 
the  honourable  members  who  have  addressed 
themselves  to  this  subject  are  so  very  various 
as  to  manifest  something  which  I  should  almost 
be  inclined  to  term  crudity  of  thought.  It 
would  never  do  for  this  Council  to  allow  to 
pass  unchallenged,  or  for  the  Legislature  to 


aooept  and  embody  in  its  Constitution,  some^ 
of  the  propositions  which  have  been  recom- 
mended by  honourable  members  in  discuss- 
ing  the  subject.  My  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Reynolds  has  given  expression  to  the  opin- 
ion he  entertains  that,  in  future,  membera 
of  this  Council  should  be  appointed  only  by 
resolution  of  the  other  House,  and,  as  a  rule^ 
only  from  members  who  have  served  in  the 
other  House.  A  principle  of  that  kind  would 
be  destructive  of  all  the  best  ends  which  have 
to  be  subserved  by  a  second  Chamber.  The 
business  of  the  country  is  to  put  in  opera- 
tion a  system  by  which  it  can  draw  into  its- 
service  some  of  the  brightest  minds  in  the 
country,  some  of  the  clearest  thinkers,  some 
of  the  deepest  reasoners,  and  often  they  are 
of  the  most  sensitive  and  shrinking  natures. 
Day  by  day,  as  t^e  political  ordeal  of  elec- 
tion by  ballot  degenerates  in  character,  I  fear 
that  it  may  be,  as  it  has  been  in  America, 
more  and  more  difficult  to  induce  gentle- 
men of  the  stamp  I  have  described  to  expose 
themselves  to  the  rough  treatment  of  the  elec- 
toral contest  for  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives.  Therefore  we  should  by  some  means 
attract  to  the  Second  Chamber  the  best  intel- 
lectual lights  which  shine  in  the  colony.  If 
this  colony,  with  its  various  problems,  should 
fail  to  attract  into  its  Legislature  men  of  this 
character,  men  of  this  temper,  with  idealistic 
natures,  with  clear  views,  and  with  philan- 
thropic and  truly  sympathetic  tendencies — ^if 
we  should  fail  to  attract  these  men  we  should 
involve  the  country  in  very  serious  decadence. 
It  was  under  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this 
proposition  that  I  ventured  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago  to  submit  to  the  Council  a  scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  an  electoral  college  for  the 
purpose  of'  returning  members  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  The  theory  I  then  sought  to 
establish  was  that  we  should  take  advantage  of 
the  existence  of  the  Provincial  Councils,  the 
various  high-class  educational  bodies,  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  professors  of  universities, 
and  suchlike,  and  form  them  into  an  electoral 
college  for  the  purpose  of  returning  members 
to  the  Legislative  Council.  At  that  time  I  re- 
commended this  plan  to  the  Coupcil  as  a  mere 
theoretical  discussion.  I  was  influenced  in 
doing  so  by  the  conviction  that  in  course  of 
time  there  would  be  increased  pressure  brought 
to  bear  on  Ministers  to  follow,  not  their  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  of  the  members  of  this 
Council,  but  the  interests  of  their  political  fol- 
lowing. The  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
a  discussion  on  this  subject  lies  in  this  di- 
rection: I  should  say  that  the  Government 
seeks  to  have  its  hands  strengthened  in 
refusing  to  make  any  unnecessary  fresh  ap- 
pointments to  the  Council  ;  I  should  say 
that  the  Government  avails  itself  of  this 
opportunity  of  strengthening  its  own  hands 
against  pressure  from  without;  and  in  that 
matter  both  Houses  ought  to  assist  Ministers. 
My  sympathies  are  entirely  with  Ministers, 
and  with  the  difficulties  of  their  position.  It 
is  a  most  difficult  thing  for  men  in  office  to 
satisfy  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  their  fol- 
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lowers.  My  honourable  Mend  Iiuighs.  I  pre- 
sume he  has  not  been  in  office.  I  have  not, 
happily,  been  in  office,  but  I  have  seen  enough 
of  the  hurry  and  worry  attaching  to  the  con- 
scientious performance  of  tbeir  duties  by 
Ministers  to  have  no  kind  of  desire  to  be  a 
member  of  a  Government.  The  further  drift  of 
this  resolution  is  to  encourage,  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  unselfishness  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
the  distinct  inclination  which  exists  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  for  a  diminu- 
tion of  its  numbers.  I  maintain,  as  a  matter 
of  expediency,  that  the  diminution  of  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  Legislature  is  of  the 
very  first  importance.  Travelling  back  over 
the  twenty-seven  years*  experience  I  have  had 
in  the  colony,  I  must  say,  taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  the  Legislature  has  been 
simply  wonderful.  It  has  gone  through  some 
very  difficult  phases ;  it  has  made  some  very 
serious  mistakes ;  but  it  has  exhibited  a  great 
deal  of  integrity  of  purpose  and  a  great  deal  of 
rightmindedness — perhaps  too  much  energy; 
but  the  latter  is  almost  a  necessary  attendant 
on  the  aggregation  of  numbers  of  young  people 
in  a  young  country.  If,  Sir,  I  travel  back  to 
1860,  the  time  I  came  here,  and  consider  the 
period  from  that  time  to  this,  I  am  astonished 
at  the  galaxy  of  brilliant  men  who  have  sbone 
in  the  Legislature,  and  their  fairly  uniform 
unselfishness.  I  am  astonished  at  the  in- 
tellectual grasp  many  of  them  have  shown,  at 
their  manly  grip  of  leading  principles.  When 
I  look  back  to  the  terribly  difficult  time  when 
this  Legislature  had  to  deal  with  the  Native 
war,  when  I  think  of  the  boundless  liope  that 
must  have  actuated  the  men  who  grappled 
with  that  stupendous  difficulty,  when  I  recall 
the  first  scheme  of  the  Domett -Bell  Ministry 
for  the  construction  of  roads  all  over  the  coun- 
try for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  when  I 
think  of  the  sacrifices  of  public  money  that 
were  willingly  made,  when  I  think  of  the  hesi- 
tancy with  which  the  first  three-million  loan  was 
sought,  when  I  consider  how  inexperienced  men 
were  at  the  time  in  dealing  with  large  sums  of 
money — how  totally  inexperienced  they  were 
in  the  prosecution  of  war,  when  I  remember 
the  conflict  which  existed  between  the  then 
Governor  and  General  Cameron  and  the  attend- 
ant confusion,  when  I  consider  the  horrible 
waste,  the  chaotic  misery,  that  everywhere 
existed  in  our  military  affairs,  I  am  surprised 
that  men  should  have  had  courage  enough  to 
face  the  difficulties.  The  whole  character  of 
our  people  in  both  Chambers  has  been  typified 
by  energy  and  hope.  We  have  been  struggling 
all  the  time  with  difficulties  which  a  less 
sanguine  people  would  have  considered  not 
only  stupendous,  but  insurmountable.  It  was 
not  at  first  conceived  that  our  provincial 
institutions  would  become  so  strong  as  to 
practically  threaten  the  existence  of  the  cen- 
tral Government.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
business  of  the  Council  was  most  efficiently 
performed  when  its  numbers  were  smaller.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  the  average  capacity  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  was  at  that  period 
possibly  higher  than  now ;  but  I  do  not  know 
Hon,  Dr,  Grace 


that  it  could  bo  said  that  there  was  then  in 
the  Council  a  larger  number  of  able  m«n 
than  now.  The  introduction  of  the  public- 
works  scheme  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  proved  a 
fresh  difficulty.  In  its  conception  the  pubhe- 
works  scheme  had  a  great  deal  more  to  re- 
commend it  than  we  are  now  incUned  always 
to  remember.  The  North  Island  at  that  time 
was  nearly  ruined.  All  progress  in  the  Noi^ 
Island  was  checked;  and  the  underlying  ob- 
ject of  the  public-works  scheme  was,  by  the 
concentration  of  the  financial  forces  of  the 
colony  in  a  given  channel,  to  administer  the 
whole  of  the  resources  of  the  colony  in  the 
development  of  local  enterprises.  We  fell  away 
immediately,  I  admit,  from  the  glory  of  the 
project  by  neglecting  to  set  aside  land  for  the 
purpose  of  ultimately  paying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  these  railways ;  but  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  were  very  great.  In  some  of  the  northern 
provinces  the  land  revenue  —  and  there  was 
little  other  provincial  revenue — was  not  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  ordinary  current  expendi- 
ture. I  am  deliberately  of  opinion  that  we 
made  no  serious  mistake  in  our  public  business 
in  this  colony  until  we  consented  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  principle  of  manhood  sufirage 
and  trieimial  Parliaments.  The  increase  of 
the  number  of  members  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives thence  resulting  meant  necessarily 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  members  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  I  say  our  electoral  Acts, 
in  their  working,  have  proved  inefficient,  if  not 
absolutely  deleterious.  I  say  that  the  opera- 
tion of  manhood  suffrage  amongst  us  has  led 
to  the  fact  of  some  of  the  most  vital  interests 
of  the  colony  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
ordinary  floating  population,  which  has  no 
stake  in  the  country.  The  experience  we  have 
of  triennial  Parliaments  shows  that  ecush  suc- 
ceeding contest  is  more  expensive  than  its  pre- 
decessor. The  cost  of  carrying  on  an  electoral 
contest  in  this  colony  seems  to  be  increasing 
with  the  number  of  persons  on  the  electoral 
roll.  There  have  been  important  elections  in 
this  colony  decided  purely  and  simply  by  a 
floating  navvy  population, — men  who,  as  citi- 
zens in  the  true  sense  of  the  word — that  is, 
partakers  in  our  responsibility — ought  not  to 
have  been  allowed  to  vote  at  all.  I  maintain 
that  we  must  effect  economy  by  the  alteration 
of  our  electoral  laws.  If  it  were  possible  for  us 
to  go  back  from  triennial  Parliaments  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  us ;  but,  as  it  may  not  be, 
we  must  purify  our  electoral  system.  I  say  that 
the  country  generally  has  supported  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  hitherto  because,  when  the  coun- 
try has  had  time  to  think  and  reason,  it  has  seen 
that  the  Council  has  preserved  the  country's  in- 
terests rather  than  local  interests ;  and  if  the 
Council  had  offered  more  bitter  resistance  to 
certain  measures  than  it  has  it  would  stand  in 
the  estimation  of  public  opinion  higher  than'*it 
does  to-day.  This  "  alteration  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Council "  has  been  made  a  mere 
hackneyed  political  cry ;  and  'I  am  convinced 
there  is  no  real  desire  on  the  part  of  the  colony 
for  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council — I  think  there  is  no  widespread 
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desire ;  and  in  this  I  differ  from  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I  go  a  little  further 
than  that,  and  say  that  a  great  namber  of  the 
people  in  the  colony  do  not  know  the  difference 
between  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  say  that  absolutely.  Should  any  man  travel 
through  this  country  he  will  find  that  the  best 
people  in  it,  the  solidest  and  most  practical, 
do  not  know  the  difference,  and  do  not  care. 
They  simply  say,  "  That  man  belongs  to  the 
Legislature ;  but  whether  he  belongs  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  not  I  do  not  know." 
Therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  I  must 
protest  agaiust  the  contention  that  there  exists 
any  necessity  for  any  alteration  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Council.  I  must  protest 
against  the  asseveration  that  public  opinion  has 
called  for  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Council.  But  at  the  same  time  I  am  quite 
willing  that  the  matter  should  be  looked  into ; 
and,  for  myself,  I  am  prepared  personally  to 
make  any  sacrifice  to  advance  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  colony:  but  let  us  base  these 
sacrifices  on  a  consideration  of  the  subject  with 
a  clear  appreciation  of  the  principle  at  stake. 
If  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  we  should 
economize  all  over  the  colony,  and  if  it  can  be 
demonstrated  that  this  Council  can  help  in 
the  direction  of  economy  by  making  sacrifices, 
I  am  quite  certain  that  if  we  can  in  any  way, 
whether  by  diminution  of  numbers  or  economy 
in  other  directions,  every  member  will  be  pre- 
pared to  make  such  sacrifices  as  may  be 
needful. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  *•  That 
a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  nine  mem- 
bers, be  appointed  by  ballot  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
number  of  members  of  this  Council  should  bo 
reduced  to  one-half  of  the  number  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  ;  and,  if  so,  as  to  the 
best  plan  by  which  such  reduction  can  be 
effected ;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers  ;  five  to  be  a  quorum  ;  to  report  in  one 
week." 

Ayes,  20. 
Aclond  Mantel  1  Richmond 

Baillie  McLean  Stevens 

Bonar  ^lenzies  Swanson 

Dignan  Miller  Waterhouse 

Grace  ^Morris  W  hi  taker 

Holmes  Pharazyn  Williams. 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Pollen 

Noes,  17. 
Barnicoat  Lahmann  Shephard 

Brett  Martin  Taiaroa 

Buckley  Oliver  Walker 

Ohamberlin       Reeves  Wahawaha 

Praser  Reynolds  Wigley. 

Hart  Scotland 

Majority  for,  3. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
members  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  would  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 


The  ballot  resulted  in  the  election  of  th« 
following  honourable  gentlemen:  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker, 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzics,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rich- 
mond, the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  17th  November ^  1887, 


First  Beadings— Auckland  Oumfields— Colonial  In- 
dustries— Local  Bodies  taking  Native  Lands — 
Advances  on  Land— North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
—Show  of  Hands  at  Nominations— St.  Albans 
Constable  —  New  Plymouth  Bailway-sleepers  — 
Municipal  Expenditure— Dunedin  Mayoral  Elec- 
tion—Administration Act— Waiapu-Tolago  Bay 
Telegraph— Otaki  Natives— Education— Marltoto 
Gold  Find  — Waimea  Railway  Platelayer  —  Go- 
vernment Insurance  Funds  —  Defence  —  Land- 
lord's Right  of  Distress  —  Kaipar a  Pilot-station 

—  Hon.  Wi  Tako  Ngatata  —  T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.— 
Government  Buildings  occupied  by  OfllcialR  — 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  —  Point  Resolution 

—  R.  Wigmore  —  Property-tax  Official  Bonuses, 
&c.— Private  Schools  — Wauganui  Harbour  Bill 

—  Divorce  Bill  —  Educational  Vote  Bill  —  Otago 
Central  Railwav  Extension  and  ConBtruotion 
Bill— Representation  Bill—Bush-flring  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Sale  of  Reserves  Bill,  Wellington  Girls' 
High  School  Bill,  Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
Representation  of  Cities  and  Environs  Bill, 
Masterton  and  Greytowu  Town  Lands  Manage- 
ment Bill. 

AUCKLAND  GUMFIELDS. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  it  is  true  that  the  Auckland  Waste 
Lands  Board  propose  leasing  large  areas  of  the 
gumfields  north  of  Auckland  for  twenty-one 
years,  for  depasturing  purposes?  His  reason 
for  asking  the  question  was  that  he  found  that 
the  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Board  had  adver- 
tised for  lease  a  large  area  of  gumfields  north 
of  Auckland.  It  was  well  known  that  a  large 
number  of  gumdiggers  lived  on  these  fields  and 
got  their  living  from  them ;  and,  should  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  lease  these  lands,  these 
men  would  be  driven  from  them,  and,  no 
doubt,  the  result  would  be  that  they  would  re- 
bum  to  the  towns  and  join  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed.  He  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  not  allow  these  lands  to  be  leased  until 
inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  only 
just  received  intimation  from  Auckland  of  this 
matter.  He  might  inform  the  honourable 
member  that  only  two  areas  were  proposed  to 
be  leased,  one  of  264  acres  and  another  of  9,000 
acres,  the  latter  being  an  old  gumfield  which 
had  been  worked  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
He  had  also  ascertained  that  it  was  not  the 
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intention  of  the  Waste  Jjands  Board  to  lease 
large  areas  of  those  gumfields  after  this. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  would  like  to  remark 
that  he  had  intimation  by  telegram  that  peti- 
tions were  on  their  way  down  from  the  gum- 
diggers,  protesting  against  these  fields  being 
leased.  He  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  promise  not  to  deal  with  these  lands  till 
the  petitions  were  presented.  He  was  given  to 
understand,  from  the  telegrams  he  had  received, 
that  if  these  lands  were  leased  a  large  number 
of  men  would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
obtaining  a  living. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BIGHABDSON  said  he  would  see 
that  instructions  were  given  that  further  leases 
were  not  granted  until  these  petitions  had  been 
heard. 

Sir  G.  GRKY  asked  if  aijy  leases  had  been 
granted  already. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied,  not  re- 
cently. The  proposal  was  to  lease  two  further 
areas,  one  of  a  small  size  and  the  other  of 
a  moderate  size. 

COLONIAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  intend  to  move  for  the  reappointment 
of  the  Committee  on  Encouragement  to  Colo- 
nial Industries,  so  as  to  take  up  the  work  left 
unfinished  last  session  ?  In  asking  the  ques- 
tion he  merely  wished  to  refer  to  the  fact  that 
the  Committee  sat  last  session  for  some  weeks, 
and  had  a  considerable  amount  of  correspond- 
ence placed  before  it,  and  that  this  corres|}ond- 
ence  was  left  over  for  treatment  this  session. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  be  very  glad  to  propose  the  appointment 
of  such  a  Committee,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  kind  enough  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  subject  he  would  do  so. 

LOCAL  BODIES  TAKING  NATIVE  LANDS. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  make  inquiry  into  the  action  of  local 
bodies  who  have  been  taking  Native  lands  for 
roads  without  paying  any  compensation  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  if  the  honourable 
member  would  be  good  enough  to  specify  the 
localities  where  Native  lands  had  been  taken 
as  indicated  in  the  question  he  would  be  most 
willing  to  assist  the  honourable  gentleman  by 
instituting  the  necessary  inquiries. 

ADVANCES  ON  LAND. 
Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Premier,  If  the  Go- 
vernment will  themselves  introduce,  or  give 
facilities  for  the  introduction  of,  a  Bill  to  give 
public  advances  on  land,  of  a  similar  character 
to  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  late  Mr.  Mac- 
andrew  ?  He  would  point  out  to  the  Premier 
that  this  Bill  was  brought  in  by  the  late  Mr. 
Macandrew  in  1886,  and  that,  after  a  long  dis- 
cussion, it  passed  its  second  reading  by  a 
majority  of  thirteen.  He  understood  that  the 
late  Government  proposed  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
dealing  with  this  question,  and,' as  this  was  a 
subject  that  had  been  very  greatly  spoken  on 
during  the  recent  elections,  he  hoped  the  Go- 
Yemment  would  indicate  their  ideas  on  the 
Mr.  G,  F,  Richardson 


matter,  and  say  if  they  were  prepared  to  bring 
in  a  Bill,  or,  if  they  would  not  do  that,  whether 
they  would,  if  a  private  member  brought  in 
such  a  Bill,  give  him  facilities  for  dealing  with 
so  important  a  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  be  was  afraid, 
in  this  matter,  the  Government  could  neither 
promise  to  bring  in  a  Bill  nor  give  pciTate 
members  any  facilities  for  doing  so. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Minuter  for 
Public^  Works,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  tin 
Government  to  propose  any  alteration  in  the 
route  of  the  Main  North  Trunk  Railway-line  as 
originally  authorised  ?  The  reason  he  had  for 
asking  this  question  was  not  by  any  means  an 
attempt  to  forestall  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, but  simply  this  :  In  a  paper  that  was 
laid  before  the  House  just  before  honourable 
members  left  last  session,  under  the  descripticn 
of  works  not  authorised  but  requiring  to  be  pat 
in  hand  before  the  81st  September,  or  other 
works  would  be  delayed,  there  wore  the  follow-  | 
ing:  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway: 
station-building,  Te  Kuiti  section,  £800 ;  Porewa  | 
and  Hunterville  section,  £2,500.  Works  not  i 
advertised,  that  would  in  duo  course  be  pat  in 
hand  before  the  80th  September,  but  which  were 
to  be  held  over  to  bo  dealt  with  by  the  new  Par- 
liament :  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
—  Mokau  section,  £60,000;  Makohine  section, 
£50,000.  That  was  altogether  £120,000.  His 
object  in  putting  the  question  was  simply  to 
know  whether  there  was  any  probability  of 
these  works  being  put  in  hand,  for  he  felt,  as 
every  other  honourable  member  must  feel,  the  | 
necessity  that  exLsted  for  the  Government  pat-  i 
ting  these  contracts  in  hand,  so  that  employ-  I 
ment  might  be  found  for  workii^-people.  He 
had  no  other  idea,  and  did  not  wish  to  forestall 
any  poliey  of  the  Govenmient. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  such  intention.  The  intentions 
of  the  Government  with  respect  to  this  line 
would  be  made  known  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement.  He  might,  however,  say  that  n& 
further  contracts  would  be  let  until  such  time 
as  the  House  had  voted  the  necessary  sums. 

SHOW  OF  HANDS  AT  NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  U  they 
will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  amending  the 
Electoral  Act  in  order  to  abolish  the  show  of 
hands  at  the  nomination,  as  inconsistent  with 
the  ballot  ?  It  was  admitted  on  all  sides  that 
the  show  of  hands  at  the  nomination  was  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  ballot.  If  a  return  coold 
be  obtained  of  the  show  of  hands  at  the  last 
election  the  results  would  be  very  astonishing. 
Gentlemen  who  had  secured  very  large  majori- 
ties at  the  show  of  hands  were  nowhere  at  the 
poll.  The  explanation  of  that,  in  many  cases, 
was  very  simple.  Large  numbers  of  ipetsosa 
who  could  not  really  do  otherwise  were  forced 
to  attend  these  meetings,  and  to  hold  up  their 
hands.  Being  under  the  control  perhaps  of 
one  of  the  candidates,  they  could  not  refuse  to 
go  to  the  meetings,  and  most  of  them  wen 
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obliged  to  held  up  thoir  hands  although  their 
Tiews  were  in  an  entirely  opposite  direction. 
He  should  ho  very  glad  i£  some  measure  were 
brought  in  to  prevent  promises  also  to  candi- 
dates ;  hut  he  could  not  see  how  that  was 
practicahle.  Ho  believed  that  candidates  must 
learn  to  regard  a  promise  extracted  from  an 
elector  as  having  about  as  much  weight  as  the 
proverbial  "  obedient  servant "  at  the  end  of 
a  letter.  If  electors  chose  to  give  promises 
openly,  well  and  good;  but  if  promises  were 
extracted  by  persuasion  or  undue  influence  of 
any  kind,  they  ought  to  be  regarded  like  the 
"Not  at  home,*'  and  similar  conventional  fibs. 
Prince  Bismarck  was  once  asked  why  he  as- 
sembled troops  on  the  Austrian  frontier,  and  he 
was  asked,  Were  they  for  fighting  ?  His  reply 
to  the  Austrian  Ambassador  was,  "  No ;  and, 
if  they  were,  do  you  think  I  would  say  dif- 
ferently ?"  He  hoped  the  system  of  extorting 
promises  from  electors  would  bo  met  in  the 
same  way.  It  would  then  soon  fall  into  disuse. 
However,  so  far  as  the  sliow  of  hands  was  con- 
ccmed,  he  thought  legislation  could  abolish 
that.  This  would  save  x)eople  from  the  false 
position  they  were  often  placed  in  by  this 
show-of-hands  svstf*m. 

Major  ATKINSON  quite  agreed  that  the 
nominations  were  now  worse  than  useless. 
The  Government,  when  amending  the  law,  would 
propose  their  abolition. 

ST.  ALBANS  CONSTABLE. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  Wliethor  the  services  of  the  police- 
constable  now  stationed  at  St.  Albans  cannot 
be  Jisponscd  with  ?  He  might  state  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  Borough  Council  and,  he  be- 
lieved, of  the  people  of  St.  Albans  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  the  policeman  now 
stationed  there.  He  thought  that,  in  justice  to 
the  very  peaceable  and  law-abiding  people  who 
lived  there,  he  ougVit  to  state  that  the  desire 
to  dispense  with  the  guardian  of  the  public 
peace  was  not  due  to  any  wish  to  indulge  in 
scenes  of  riot  and  disorder.  They  were  so  law- 
abiding  that  the  policeman  there  had  nothing 
to  do,  and,  as  they  were  a  very  ecoiiomical 
people,  they  thought  they  had  no  right  to  a 
policeman  they  could  not  employ. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  if  the  reduction 
rc-ferrcd  to  any  other  olYicer  hut  a  policeman 
the  Government  would  probably  make  it  at 
once.  But,  looking  at  the  scones  that  had  oc- 
curred in  that  district 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Not  in  that  district. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  close  to  it.  He 
might  also  answer  another  question  at  the  same 
time,  and  state  now  that  the  Government  had 
no  intention  whatever  to  relinquish  the  reserve 
upon  which  the  police-station  was  built.  If  it 
were  decided  to  extend  che  beat  of  the  constable 
probably  the  police-constable  in  another  dis- 
trict would  be  withdrawn,  and  St.  Albans 
adopted  OS  the  main  station. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  RAILWAY- SLEEPERS. 

Mr.   MARCHANT    asked    the   Minister  for 

Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  give  instruc- 
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tions  for  the  use  of  heart-of -red-pine  sleepers 
on  the  Mountain  Road  portion  of  the  New 
Plymouth  Railway,  instead  of  importing  totara 
from  Manawatu  ?  In  asking  this  question,  he 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  what  seemed  to  be 
an  absurdity.  Totara  sleepers  were  being  im- 
ported from  the  Manawatu  district  for  railway 
purposes  when  there  was  an  abundance  of  good 
sound  red-pine  in  the  place.  This  timber  was 
very  durable,  and  the  splitting  of  it  would 
afford  work  to  a  good  many  of  the  poorer 
settlers.  Red-pine  lasted  for  a  good  long  time 
in  the  ground.  That  beuig  the  case,  he  could 
hardly  conceive  any  good  reason  why  totara 
should  be  used. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  regretted  that  he  could 
not  see  his  way  to  issue  the  instructions  asked 
for,  as,  from  his  expcrienco  and  knowledge  of 
the  various  New  Zealand  timbers,  he  did  not 
consider  that  he  would  be  justified  in  adopting 
such  a  course,  as  rimu  timber  was  not  suf- 
ficiently durable  ;*and,  although  rimu  sleepers 
might  last  a  few  years,  the  cost  of  replacing 
them  would  cost  moro  than  would  bo  saved  by 
using  tliem  :  besides,  the  bitterness  that  would 
be  engendered  between  the  Inspectors  and  the 
settlers  with  reference  to  the  question  of  pass- 
ing the  sleepers  would  be  very  great.  Ho  knew 
that  the  use  of  rimu  sleepers  would  greatly 
assist  the  country  settlers ;  yet  he  considered 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government,  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony,  to  use  only  those 
timbers  that  wore  knov\n  to  bo  of  a  durable 
character.  The  late  Government  had  a  large 
number  of  soft-wood  sleepers  creosoted  in  the 
South  Island,  and  some  of  these  would  shortly 
be  in  use  ;  and  if  the  results  were  satisfactory, 
the  experiment  of  creosoting  red-  and  white- 
pine  sleepers  would  be  extended,  so  that  some 
benefit  might  accrue  to  settlers  residing  in  bush 
districts. 

Mr.  I«IARCHANT  said  that  perhaps  he  might 
bo  allowed  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  great 
difference  in  the  cost  of  these  sleepers.  Rimu 
sleepers  were  Is.  or  Is.  8d.  each,  while  totara 
sleepers  were  3s.  6d.  each.  So  he  was  in- 
formed. 

MUNICIPAL  EXPENDITURE. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  the  Premier,  If  ho  pro- 
po:sos  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session  to  legalise 
certain  expenditure  by  municipal  bodies,  dis- 
allowed by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-Cienoral, 
not  because  of  its  being  improper,  but  becau:;e 
it  was  technically  unsanctioned  by  law  ?  The 
question  referred  to  a  matter  with  which  he 
had  no  doubt  the  Premier  was  familiar,  as 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject.  Briefly  stated,  the 
matter  stood  in  this  respect :  Lately  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General  had  been  given  the 
power  to  audit  municipal  accounts,  and  ho  had 
disallowed  a  large  number  of  items  of  expendi- 
ture, about  which  he  (Sir  J.  Vogel)  thought 
there  could  be  no  doubt  there  was  no  impro- 
priety— expenditure  which  the  law  could  not 
possibly  mean  to  forbid.  For  example,  muni- 
cipal bodies  received  the  licensing-fees,  but  no 
provision  was  made  for  paying  Clerks  to  the 
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liiconsing  Boards.  There  ^vere  other  items  of 
a  like  character  which  had  been  disallowed  by 
the  Auditor-General.  They  were  surcharged 
upon  the  municipal  bodies,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  legalise  the  expenditure,  that 
an  Act  should  bo  passed.  He  therefore  wished 
to  ask  the  Premier  if  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  in  such  a  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  already  an- 
swered this  question.  The  Government  pro- 
posed to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  legalise  that  part  of 
the  expenditure  which  the  Municipalities  had 
rightly  incurred,  and  to  make  provision,  under 
proper  restriction,  for  f;uch  expenditure. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  same  thing 
had  occurred  with  reference  to  Harbour  Boards. 
Would  the  honourable  gentleman  include  them 
in  the  Bill  also  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  hod  not  had  this 
subject  brought  under  his  notice  before. 

DUNEDIN  MAYORAL  ELECTION. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
— (1.)  If  it  is  true  that  the  Government  have 
altered  the  day  for  the  election  of  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Dunedin  from  that  provided  for  in  "  The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1886  ;"  and,  if  so, 
at  whose  request  was  such  alteration  made? 
(2.)  Under  what  Act  or  authority  have  the 
Government  power  to  make  such  alteration? 
He  had  placed  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  because  information  had  reached  him 
that  the  Government  hod  postponed  the  day  of 
election  of  Mayor  of  Dunedin,  and  that,  as  he 
was  given  to  understand,  without  any  wish  on 
the  pare  of  the  Council  of  that  city  for  such 
alteration.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  a 
most  extraordinary  thing  to  do.  In  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  it  was  laid  down  dis- 
tinctly that  the  election  for  Mayor  should  take 
place  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  month  of 
November.  It  did  seem  to  him  a  most  strange 
thing  that  the  Government  should,  without  the 
request  of  the  Council  of  the  city,  alter  the 
day.  Ho  had  also  been  informed  that  day 
from  Dunedin  that  there  were  considerable 
doubts  there  as  to  the  legality  of  this  action. 
The  second  part  of  his  question  was,  Under 
what  authority  had  the  Government  acted? 
He  presumed  the  answer  would  be,  ''Under 
clause  16,  in  Part  I.  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act ;"  but,  as  far  as  he  could  read  that,  it 
was,  to  say  the  least,  a  very  great  straining  of 
the  powers  given  to  the  Governor  in  Council. 
The  importance  of  the  question  was  very  great 
— he  said  nothing  now  about  propriety — but 
such  an  alteration  should  not  have  been  made 
until  a  resolution  of  the  City  Council  had  been 
passed  expressing  the  wish  of  the  citizens  that 
such  should  be  done. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  it  was  true  the  day  had 
been  altered,  on  account  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber being  a  holiday.  It  was  done  at  the  request, 
he  understood,  of  the  Council,  conmiunicated 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  but  he  understood 
now  that  it  was  done  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor.  But  it  vfojs  done  to  meet  the  con- 
venience of  the  citizens  of  Dunedin,  and  he 
thought  the  probability  was  that  it  would  be 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


found  to  meet  it.  The  election  would  be  held 
on  the  next  day.  It  had  not  been  befon 
suggested  to  him  that  there  was  any  doubt  as 
to  the  ability  of  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
postpone  the  day  under  section  16.  At  all 
events,  if  there  was,  ho  believed  it  could  be 
validated. 

ADMINISTRATION  ACT. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  Whetlier  be 
will  take  steps  this  or  next  session  to  amend 
clause  3  of  "  The  Administration  Act,  1885,'*  so 
as  to  make  it  retrospective  in  its  operation? 
He  had  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
in  consequence  of  a  circumstance  coming  under 
his  notice  which  showed  that  very  great  in- 
justice was  being  perpetrated  upon  a  poor  and     ; 
helpless  woman.    The  law  in  regard  to  the     i 
administration  of  intestate  estates,  until  1885,     ! 
was  that  half  of  the  deceased's  estate  should  go 
to  the  widow.     In  1885  Sir  Robert  Stout  intro> 
duced  and  passed  an  Act  which  made  the  whole 
of  the  deceased's  estate  go  to  the  widow  in  the 
event  of  there  being  no  children.    In  the  case 
to  which  he  referred,  tho  husband  was  drowned 
in  the  Otago  Harbour  some  eight  years  ago, 
and,  every  effort  having  been  made,  it  had  been 
proved  conclusively  that   he  had  left  no  Idn 
entitled  to  claim  a  part  of  his  estate ;  the  datfCs 
all  carefully  given  in  the  family  Bible  showed 
that  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  died  before 
him.     There  was  now  £270  in  the  hands  of 
the  Public  Trustee,  and  he  had  been  informed 
by  that  gentleman  that,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
unless  Parliament  intervened,  that  money  would 
become  the  property  of  the  State.    The  woman 
was  in  depressed  circumstances,  and,  as  it  was     j 
a  hard  case,  and,  perhaps,  not  a  singular  one, 
he  should  be  very  glad  if  the  honourable  gentle-     \ 
man  could  sec  his  way  to  propose  to  mtDwe  the     \ 
Act  retrospective  to  meet  such  cases ;  or,  if  he 
could  not  do   that,    if   he   would  pro}>ose  a     ' 
resolution  to  the  House  to  meet  this  particular     ! 
case,  after  satisfying  himself  that  the  facts  as 
he  (Mr.  Fish)  had  stated  them  were  correct. 

^lajor  ATKINSON  said  he  held  that  when     I 
a  man  died  intestate  the  wife  was  clearly  en-     | 
titled  to  receive  all  his   property;  they  had     | 
probably  earned  it  together,  and  it  was  only     | 
just  that  the  survivor  should  have  it.    That  was 
the  law  now,  and  had  been  since  1885.    Thej, 
however,  could   not   possibly   make    the  law 
retrospective ;  but  he  should  be  very  glad  to     i 
consider  how  to  meet  these  particular  cases— 
and  there  could  be  only  a  few  of  them— bj 
declaring  that,  after  the  money  hod  lain  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years,  if  a  rightful  claimant 
under  the  old  law  should  not  appear  it  should 
be  paid  over  to  the  widow.    He  should  be  vezy 
glad  to  consider  how  that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  FISH  was  very  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

WAIAPU-TOLAGO  BAY  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  CARROLL  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  tho  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  extending  telegraphic 
communication  on  the  East  Coast  by  opening  a 
telephone-station  at  Waiapu,  connecting  with 
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Tolago  Bay  ?  The  question  had  been  asked  in 
fozmer  sessions,  and  all  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  what  was  suggested  had  been  adduced  then. 
He  could  only  say  that  if  telegraphic  communi- 
cation was  extended  to  there  ib  would  be  confer- 
ring a  great  boon  upon  the  Maoris  as  well  as  the 
Europeans  along  the  East  Coast,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  theiz  way  to  make 
the  extension  at  an  early  date. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  that  at  the 
present  time  the  Government  would  not  be 
able  to  do  this.  They  would  be  glad  to  do  it 
if  possible,  but  the  district  was  very  sparsely 
inhabited  at  present,  and  the  line  would  cost 
not  less  than  £3,040,  the  country  being  rough. 
He  thought  probably  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  agree  with  him  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  finances  they  could  hardly  spend  so  much 
money  as  that  on  even  so  useful  an  object. 

OTAKI  NATIVES. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will  take  steps  to 
provide  medical  assistance  for  the  Otaki  Na- 
tives in  times  of  sickness?  What  he  asked 
was  that  the  Government  should  assist  the 
Natives  to  obtain  and  retain  the  services  of  a 
doctor  at  Otaki.  A  previous  Government,  in 
the  time  of  Sir  Donald  McLean,  had  assisted 
the  Natives  to  obtain  medical  assistance  there, 
and  he  thought  the  Government  should  now 
assist  the  Natives  in  this  respect,  seeing  they 
derive  no  advantages  from  Government  schools 
in  their  district.  In  lieu  of  having  a  Govern- 
ment school  for  their  children,  they  might,  at 
least,  have  assistance  in  getting  a  doctor :  at 
present,  they  had  neither.  It  was  of  no  use  the 
Government  supplying  medicines  to  the  people, 
who  were  not  qualified  to  administer  them ; 
and  if  unqualified  persons  prescribed  for  the 
Natives  they  might  do  more  harm  than  good. 
If  the  Government  placed  drugs  in  the  hands  of 
unqualified  persons  they  were  responsible  to  a 
certain  extent  for  any  evil  consequences  that 
might  arise.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  comply  with  this  request. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
regretted  that  there  was  no  medical  man  resi- 
dent in  the  Otaki  district.  The  clergyman  in 
charge  of  the  district  was  supplied  with  medi- 
cines at  the  cost  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose 
of  distributing  them  in  his  discretion  to  Natives 
who  might  require  them.  The  Government 
could  not  see  their  way  to  wholly  bear  the  cost 
of  providing  a  medical  man  for  that  district ; 
but  they  were  prepared  to  assist  to  the  extent 
of  £50  a  year  in  getting  one  if  the  Natives, 
with  the  assistance  of  their  European  friends 
residing  in  the  district,  could  arrange  with  a 
properly-qualified  medical  man  to  settle  there, 
they  of  course  giving  the  necessary  guarantee 
to  provide  whatever  sum  might  be  necessary 
in  addition  to  the  Government  subsidy  of  £50 
per  annum.  This  was  what  was  done  in  other 
districts,  and  it  was  as  far  as  the  Government 
could  go  at  present. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  GOLDIE  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 


tion, If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement 
made  by  the  Anglican  Bishop  of  Auckland,  as 
reported  in  the  Auckland  Evening  Star  of  the 
10th  instant,  that  the  Government  had  made  it 
known  in  Wellington  that  they  were  prepared 
to  make  considerable  concessions  to  those  who 
will  ask  for  a  tran8feren9e  of  education  to  re- 
ligious bodies?  If  Bishop  Gowie*s  statement 
is  true,  will  the  Government  inform  the  House 
of  the  nature  of  the  concessions  they  propose  to 
make,  and  when  such  concessions  will  be  given 
effect  to  ?  He  would  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  a  discussion  in  the  Auckland  Anglican 
Synod,  where  the  President  (Bishop  Cowie)  was 
stated  to  have  said, — 

**  He  believed  that  the  New  Zealand  Go- 
vernment was  perfectly  prepared  to  make  a 
confiiderable  concession  to  those  who  will  ask 
for  a  transference  of  education  from  the  State 
to  religious  bodies;  and  it  had  been  made 
known  in  Wellington,  he  believed,  that  the 
Government  are  perfectly  prepared  to  do  so." 

Mr.  FISHER  desired  to  thank  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  putting  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper.  There  was  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  the  statement  attributed  to  Bishop 
Gowie ;  and  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  made  that  state- 
ment without  any  reservation  or  qualification 
of  any  kind  whatever. 

MARITOTO  GOLD  FIND. 

^Ir.  CADMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  issuing  titles 
to  claims  at  the  new  find,  Maritoto,  Hikutaia  ? 
He  asked  this  because  there  had  been  a  certain 
amount  of  correspondence  in  the  newspapers 
on  the  subject;  and  he  had  received  several 
telegrams  referring  to  the  same  matter,  an 
example  of  which  he  would  read  :  "  Much  dis- 
satisfaction at  grievous  delay  in  Warden's  de- 
partment. Inquiry  urgently  necessary  as  to 
whether  cause  is  defects  of  new  Act  or  of  War- 
den, or  both.'*  As  the  Minister  of  Mines  had 
promised  to  introduce  an  amending  Mining 
Act  this  session,  now  was  the  time  to  remedy 
any  defects  there  might  be  as  regards  this 
matter,  and  therefore  he  asked  this  question. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  there  seemed 
to  be  some  misapprehension  in  this  matter. 
He  found,  as  the  result  of  inquiry,  that  a  pro- 
spector's license  was  granted  on  the  20th  of 
October,  and  all  other  applicants  commenced 
working  their  claims  shortly  after;  and  that 
there  was  only  one  application  for  a  small  area 
yet  unheard,  which  was  adjourned  at  the  ap- 
plicant's request.  There  were,  however,  some 
appeals  from  the  Warden's  decision,  to  be  dealt 
with  on  the  return  of  the  Judge  to  the  district. 

WAIMEA  RAILWAY  PLATELAYER. 
Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  is  aware  that  the  In- 
spector on  the  Waimea  Railway-lino  has  en- 
gaged a  youth  as  platelayer  at  4s.  6d.  per  day, 
and  so  depriving  the  experienced  labourers  of 
their  legitimate  work  at  6s.  6d.  per  day  ?  He 
asked  this  in  consequence  of  a  communication 
he  had  received.  The  question  went  in  the 
same  direction  as  one  asked  by  the  honourable 
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member  for  Dunedin  South  on  a  previous  day. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  some  way  or  other  had  un- 
settled the  minds  of  the  employ 6ii  on  the  rail- 
ways, and  they  were  now  most  anxious  to  know 
what  their  position  was  to  be  in  tlie  future. 
The  wages  of  platelayers  were  6s.  6d.  a  day, 
and  in  this  mstance  the  Government  had 
placed  a  man  on  to  do  the  work  at  4s.  6d.  a  day, 
and  this  had  caused  some  trouble  in  the  minds 
of  the  workmen.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  an  assurance 
that  the  Government  had  no  idea  of  reducing 
wages  to  the  extent  the  correspondence  he  had 
received  seemed  to  indicate.  He  would  read 
the  communication  he  referred  to : — 

"  Although  believing  retrenchment  is  a  very 
necessary  thing — in  fact,  absolutely  so — still  I 
could  not  help  writing  you  a  few  lines  on  a 
subject  where  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me 
it  is  carried  too  far.  Just  a  day  or  two  ago  a 
vacancy  occurred  among  the  platelayers  on  the 
Waimea  line,  and  I  myself  would  have  applied 
for  the  job  (I  have  served  about  three  years*  ap- 
prenticeship previously),  but  I  found  the  idea 
was  to  put  on  a  youth  at  4s.  Cd.  per  day.  Tlic 
Engineer,  tlirough  the  local  Inspector,  not  only 
was  successful  in  getting  a  candidate  for  the 
vacancy,  but  succeeded  in  filling  the  gap  with  a 
young  fellow  about  twenty-three — as  good  a  man 
as  ever  he  will  be.  The  wages  are  2s.  per  day 
below  the  other  men.  How  can  it  be  expected 
that  the  engineer  will  do  otherwise  than  weed 
out  all  the  old  hands  gradually  if  this  sort  of 
thing  is  successful?  And  it  will  establish  a 
precedent,  at  anv  rate." 

Ut.  MITCHELSON  said,  in  reply  to  this 
question,  that  the  platelayer  whose  sor\'ices 
had  been  dispensed  with  had,  prior  to  his 
leaving,  been  three  times  reported  by  the  in- 
spector as  doing  insufficient  work,  and  as  there- 
fore not  a  capable  man.  It  was  true  a  youth 
aged  eighteen  years  was  taken  on  in  his  place 
at  43.  Gd.  per  day.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  dismiss  men  and  replace 
them  by  boys ;  but  they  would,  in  cases  of  va- 
cancies occurring,  employ  youths  to  fill  them, 
but  not  more  than  one  youth  to  each  gang,  as 
they  considered  that  they  had  just  as  much 
right  to  find  employment  for  our  youth  as  for 
older  men,  so  long  as  men  were  not  purposely 
dismissed  in  order  to  fill  their  places  with 
youths. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House.  He  did  not  under- 
stand from  the  Minister  whether  the  sum  to  be 
paid  was  4s.  6d.  per  day.  There  was  no  denial 
of  that.  It  seemed  to  him  a  most  important 
consideration— one  into  which  they  must  look 
very  closely.  Possibly  the  man  discharged,  or 
whom  it  was  refused  to  take  on,  might  have 
eight  or  ten  dependent  upon  him ;  and  it  was  a 
most  unfair  system,  and  it  was  one  of  the  great 
causes  of  our  weakness — the  distress  of  the  un- 
employed— that,  instead  of  taking  on  men  with 
families,  supposing  they  were  equal  to  do  the 
work,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  took  on 
single  men.  The  consequence  was  that  those 
men  and  their  families  were  thrown  into  th^ 
Mr  Valentine 


towns,  and  a  large  amount  of  distress  and  want 
of  employment  had  ensued  from  it.  If  we  were 
going  to  introduce  that  system,  simply  taking 
on  youths  and  giving  them  a  lower  r&te  of 
pay,  it  would  tend  in  a  great  measnre  to  bring 
a  great  amount  of  distress  on  the  country,  and 
bo  injurious  in  very  many  ways.  He  could 
quite  understand  the  object  of  the  Government, 
that  they  wanted  to  get  the  work  done  cheaply; 
but  there  were  other  considerations  which  came 
in.  It  might  be  that  you  might  get  a  youth  for 
4s.  Gd.  a  day  to  do  the  work  of  a  man,  and 
there  was  a  saving  in  that  so  far;  but  the 
Charitable-aid  Boards  might  have  to  provide 
3s.  Gd.  a  day  to  provide  subsistence  for  the  per- 
son thrown  out  of  employment.  These  things 
should  be  token  into  consideration,  and,  from 
what  he  knew  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
he  thought  he  would  see  that  this  was  attended 
to.  In  the  meantime  he  thought  the  thanks  of 
the  House  were  due  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakaia  for  having  called  attention  bo  the 
matter. 

^Ir.  TAYLOB  had  great  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  motion,  because  he  believed  that  the 
policy  which  had  been  enunciated  by  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  simply  meant  using  the 
youths  of  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  reduc- 
ing wages  throughout  the  colony.  That  was 
quite  evident  to  him,  unless  there  was  to  be  a 
progressive  system  adopted,  so  as  to  secure  that 
these  youths,  insteod  of  remaining  at  4s.  6d. 
per  diem,  should  have  an  increase  of  pay  upon 
a  sliding  scale. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Certainly  they  will. 

^Ir.  TAYLOR  said  that  was  a  novel  idea. 
He  could  understand  that  if  these  youths  were 
apprentices:  there  would  then  be  some  sense 
in  it.  Ho  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  this:  that 
numbers  of  youths  were  being  employed  in  the 
workshops,  at  very  low  wages,  who  did  men's 
work ;  and  that  there  was  in  the  workshops  of 
the  colony  a  fear  that  these  young  men  of 
eighteen  or  nineteen  were  to  be  introduced  to 
toko  the  place  of  men  with  families,  sJid  ao 
reduce  the  wages.  Was  that  a  fair  thing  to 
do  ?  It  certainly  was  a  practice  that  he  would 
never  countenance  so  long  as  he  had  a  scat  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  was  much  obliged  to  the 
member  for  Timaru  for  drawing  attention  to 
the  matter  in  this  way,  and  showing  that  a 
great  injustice  was  likely  to  be  done  to  the 
heads  of  families  and  the  families  themselves 
by  the  action  which  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  intended  to  take.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  decidedly  that  this  youtli  vras 
only  eighteen,  but  his  information,  which  was. 
probably  as  good  as  that  of  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  was  that  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  However,  that  was  purely  a 
matter  of  statement.  A  more  serious  point 
was,  whether  the  railways  were  to  be  left  in 
charge,  so  far  as  platelaying  was  concerned^  of 
youths  at  4s.  6d.  a  day,  instead  of,  as  heretofore, 
in  the  hands  of  experienced  men.  That  was  a 
serious  matter,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
was  as  important  to  look  to  the  safety  of  the 
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poblio  as  for  economy  in  the  expenditure. 
What  seemed  to  disturb  the  mind  of  the  work- 
ing-men was  that  the  Government  were  going 
to  employ  youths  at  these  lower  wages  so  as  to 
vedace  the  wages  altogether,  and  gradually  to 
get  rid  of  the  men  to  whom  higher  wages  were 
paid.  That  seemed  to  bo  the  particular  point 
whicli  alarmed  the  men  at  the  present  time. 
He  hoped  that  tlie  Minister  for  Public  Works 
wonld  let  the  House  clearly  understand  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  filling  the  places  of 
workmen  with  youths  entirely.  He  had  given 
the  House  to  understand  that  he  had  taken  this 
conrse  to  give  the  young  men  a  chance,  but  he 
(Mr.  Valentine)  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  relieve  the  minds  of  honourable 
members  by  stating  how  far  ho  intended  to  go 
in  this  direction,  and  in  the  direction  of  replac- 
ing experienced  men  by  youths. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakaia  whether  he 
thought  he  was  more  likely  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  public  than  was  the  Minister 
lor  Public  Works  in  this  matter,  or  whether  he 
eonld  possibly  feel  himself  more  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  the  safety  of  the  public 
than  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  It  must 
be  quite  clear  that  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  saw  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  cose;  and  the  House  should  distinctly 
understand  chat  the  Government  had  no  inten- 
tion of  discharging  men  for  the  sake  of  employ- 
ing youths,  nor  would  youths  be  employed  in 
any  case  to  do  men's  work,  just  as  men  would 
nob  be  employed  to  do  youths'  work.  They 
were  not  a  benevolent  institution.  The  Go- 
vernment expected  full  work  out  of  every  man, 
and,  while  they  had  no  intention  of  employing 
youths  to  do  men's  work,  if  they  employed 
men  to  do  youths'  work  they  would  not  be 
doing  justice  to  the  country,  any  more  than 
thoy  would  be  doing  justice  to  the  men  if  they 
sought  to  carry  on  the  work  of  men  by  means 
of  boys  and  youths.  The  railways  had  to  be 
carried  on  not  as  a  charitable  institution, 
hut  as  a  commercial  undertaking,  and  those 
charged  with  the  great  responsibility  of  the 
safety  of  the  public  might  be  relied  on  not  to 
employ  youths  where  men  were  required. 

Mr.  WABD  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
whether  he  considered  that  platelaying  was 
essentially  the  work  of  youths  and  not  of  men. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No  ;  but  so  many  boys 
were  required  to  so  many  men.  That  was  the 
regulation.  It  was  so  in  all  employments,  and 
ho  repeated,  so  that  the  House  might  under- 
stand it  distinctly,  that  in  no  case  would  youths 
be  employed  where  men  should  be  employed. 
The  Government  would  not  employ  men  where 
men  should  not  be  employed,  nor  would  they 
dismiss  men  to  take  boys  on.  That  was  the 
line  on  which  the  Government  were  going.  The 
Government  were  just  as  much  the  friends  of 
the  working-man  as  anybody  else,  though  they 
did  not  pretend  to  be  the  fnends  of  the  work- 
ing-men ;  but  they  were  not  going  to  conduct 
the  department  simply  in  the  interest  of  the 
working-men,  as  against  the  interest  of  the 
public,  or  to  make  billets  for  any  one. 


Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  the  Premier  had  been 
doing  a  little  special  pleading.  He  did  not 
understand  the  honourable  gentlemcji  who  had 
started  this  question  to  ask  anything  about 
men  being  employed  to  do  boys'  work,  but 
whether  a  youth  had  been  taken  on  to  do  the 
work  of  a  man  of  a  more  mature  age.  The 
point  was  this,  as  raised  in  the  question  put  by 
the  honourable  gentleman :  Were  the  Govern- 
ment seeking  to  bring  down  the  rate  of  wages 
within  the  colony  by  putting  youths  into  the 
positions  which  men  had  occupied,  giving  them 
a  lower  rate  of  wages  ?  That  was  the  question. 
If  he  understood  the  Premier  aright  he  said  he 
was  the  friend  of  the  working-man. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  He  said  exactly  the  oppo- 
site. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  like  to  ask  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  a  right  to  contra- 
dict him  in  that  manner.  Even  if  he  had  been 
mistaken,  it  was  an  offensive  way  to  put  it — 
"  I  never  said  anything  of  the  sort."  He  should 
ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  rule  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  see  that  any 
unparliamentary  expression  had  been  used. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  should  be  glad  to 
put  it  in  any  way  the  honourable  gentleman 
desired.  He  had  no  wish  to  be  offensive.  The 
honourable  member  was  mistaken,  for  he  had 
said  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  saying. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  it  was  an  offensive  way  of  saying  a  person 
was  mistaken  to  say,  "  I  never  said  anything 
of  the  sort."  Well  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  he  was  not  going  to  be  the  working-man's 
friend 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  not  said  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — But  it  was  not  a  question 
of  the  working-man's  friend  at  all.  It  was 
this :  there  were  a  large  number  of  persons  in 
an  absolutely  destitute  condition,  not  through 
any  inability  to  work,  not  through  any  disin- 
clination to  work,  but  simply  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  employment ;  and  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  matter  that  had  been  raised 
was,  that  when  opportunity  occurred  of  giving 
employment  to  men  the  Government  should 
not  prefer  to  take  youths  on  because  they 
might  get  them  at  a  lower  rate  of  wages,  but 
should  give  employment  to  married  men  who 
were  destitute  and  wanted  employment.  That 
was  the  question,  and  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  given  an  indication  that  the  married 
men  would  be  preferred  he  would  have  com- 
manded the  approval  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  only  wished  to  call  the 
Premier's  attention  to  the  very  different  tone 
of  the  answer  given  to-day  from  that  of  the  an- 
swer given  some  little  time  ago  when  he  asked 
a  question  as  to  whether  the  Government  had 
any  design  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages.  He 
then  said  there  was  no  such  desire. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MOSS. — But  if  a  boy  or  youth  of  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  whom  the  Government  evi- 
dently regarded  as  a  mere  child— he  did  not 
know  how  they  were  aware  of  his  age,  but  he 
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supposed  they  had  some  means  of  telling — if 
this  child  was  to  do  a  mcui's  work,  why  should 
he  not  get  a  man's  pay  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  does  not  do  a  man's 
work. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  surely  platelaying  was  a 
man's  work.  It  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
to  have  boys  employed  at  such  work.  But  what 
struck  him  most  particularly  was  this:  The 
Premier  said,  "We  do  not  pretend  to  be  the 
working-man's  friend."  Who  did,  then,  in  that 
House  ? 

An  Hon.  ^Member. — You  do. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  did  not.  He  heard  "  Hear, 
hear,"  on  all  sides.  But  he  ^aid  no  ono  in 
that  House  pretended  to  be  exclusively  the 
working-man's  friend.  It  was  merely  a  jeering 
name  which  those  who  were  exclusively  the 
friends  of  a  wealthy  class  tried  to  fix  upon 
others.  He  did  not  do  so,  and  never  had  done 
so.  But  he  contended  that  the  meanest  of  his 
constituents  had  as  much  claim 

An  Hon.  Member. — " The  meanest!" 

Mr.  MOSS.— Well,  he  used  the  word  in  its 
old  and  true  sense — the  humblest  and  poorest 
of  his  constituents  had  as  much  claim  on 
his  attention  as  the  greatest  and  wealthiest 
among  them  ;  and  the  humblest  man  in  the 
country  had  as  much  claim  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Premier  as  any  one  in  that 
House.  The  duty  of  the  House  was  to  protect 
the  weak.  The  strong  could  look  after  them- 
selves, although  they  might  not  be  in  that 
House.  The  House  was  about  to  place  very 
large  sums  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
to  retrench  as  they  thought  fit.  They  were  to 
reduce  salaries  and  wages  as  they  chose,  and 
he  was  glad  to  get  an  answer  the  other  day  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  use  that  enormous  power 
prejudicially  to  those  who  were  living  on  wages ; 
but  he  was  very  much  disappointed  with  the 
tone  of  the  answer  given  by  the  Premier  to  this 
question.  If  boys  were  to  do  men's  work  thpy 
should  receive  men's  pay,  and  he  thought  that 
to  hand  over  large  masses  of  working-men 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  overseers  was  very 
wrong.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the  Premier  to 
say  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  re- 
sponsible, but  that  gentleman  had  to  depend  on 
the  information  sent  to  him  from  the  different 
districts.  This  put  enormous  power  in  the 
hands  of  overseers,  who  kept  down  the  expenses 
as  much  as  possible  in  order  to  keep  up  their 
own  salaries.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  whether  the  power  of 
appeal  to  an  impartial  Board  was  extended  as 
far  south  as  Wakaia.  A  promise  had  been 
given  that  it  should  be  extended  to  the  North, 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  it  should  be  ex- 
tended as  far  as  possible  all  over  the  colony. 
The  Government  were  very  large  employers  of 
labour.  Where  tliey  reduced  clerical  salaries 
it  was  only  the  individual  whose  salary  was 
reduced  who  was  affected,  but  where  they 
reduced  the  rate  of  wages  for  manual  labour  it 
meant  that  they  were  not  only  reducing  one 
man's  wages  but  the  rate  of  wages  throughout 
the  colony.  That  was  the  reason  why  he 
attached  so  much  importance  to  the  wages  of 
Mr,  Moss 


working-men,  because  the  effect  was  far-ieaeh- 
ing  and  the  precedent  became  an  excuse  of 
which  advantage  would  be  taken.  It  would 
lower  the  condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  the  colony;  and  if  they  were  not 
comfortable,  it  did  not  matter  what  statistics 
might  show,  the  country  could  not  be  pto- 
sperous.  They  were  the  means  of  creatiog 
business  and  circulating  money;  and  he  wag 
deeply  interested  in  the  matter,  despite  the 
sneers  of  those  who  thought  that  it  w«8  of 
little  importance.  He  was  much  disappointed 
with  the  tone  of  the  answer  given  by  the 
Premier.  i 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  who  was  right  in  this  matter— the 
Premier  or  the  Minister  for  Public  Works— 
becaujje  the  statements  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  were  somewhat  inconsistent.  The 
Premier  stated  that  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  allow  a  youth  to  do  a  man's  work,  or 
a  man  to  receive  a  youth's  pay,  but  that  tbef 
would  pay  a  fair  day's  wages  for  a  fair  day's 
work.  The  !&Iinister  for  Public  Works  an- 
nounced the  Government  policy  to  be  that 
they  would  not  dismiss  a  man  in  order  to  pat 
a  youth  in  his  place,  but  if  a  man  were  dis- 
missed for  misconduct,  or  other  reason,  a 
youth  would  be  put  in  his  place  ;  and  he  gave 
this  as  a  reason :  that  we  had  a  large  number 
of  youths  growing  up,  and  we  had  to  find  em- 
ployment for  them.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Premier  or  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  right.  It  was  a  grand  prospect 
which  the  Ministry  were  holding  out  to  the 
youth  of  the  colony,  that  they  should  be  em- 
ployed as  platelayers  at  4s.  6d.  a  day.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  when  before  his 
constituents,  held  out  a  somewhat  different 
prospect.  A  policy  of  Protection,  of  fosteiiiig 
colonial  industries,  was  to  give  profitable  em- 
ployment to  young  and  old.  So,  in  substance, 
said  the  Premier.  But  when  the  candidate 
became  the  Minister  the  programme  of  the 
future  was  not  Protection,  but  platelaying  at 
4s.  6d.  a  day.  He  hoped  the  youth  of  the 
colony  would  like  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  to  ask  one  question 
of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  :  Did  he  pro- 
pose to  employ  youths  as  platelayers  ?  Having 
had  some  experience  in  these  matters,  he  would 
say  that  the  platelayers  went  out  in  gangs  of 
four  or  two,  according  to  the  work  to  be  done, 
such  as  shifting  rails,  fixing  chairs,  and  so 
on;  but,  whatever  the  class  of  work  might 
be,  there  was  certainly  no  necessity  for  youths 
to  go  with  permanent -way  men  or  gangs  of 
platelayers.  He  would  like  to  know  &om  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  how  many  youths 
were  so  employed  on  our  railways ;  becanse 
it  might  happen  that  one  of  those  inexperi- 
enced youths  might  be  engaged  to  change  a 
rail,  and  might  neglect  to  fix  the  coupling- 
plates  or  to  secure  the  chair  properly,  and  the 
result  might  be  loss  of  life,  and  the  colony 
would  be  mulcted  in  heavy  damages.  There 
was  nothing  so  important  as  having  skilled 
permanent  men  on  our  railways.  He  would 
also  like  the  Minister   for  Public  Works  to 
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iiKjuire  into  another  matter.  If,  as  was  said, 
this  supposed  youtli,  who  he  thought  at  first 
was  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  hut 
who,  it  turned  out,  was  aged  twenty-three,  was 
doing  a  man's  work,  he  was  clearly  doing  it 
at  reduced  wages.  WouM  the  Minister  make 
inqairies  as  to  the  age  of  the  youth,  and  also  as 
to  whether  he  was  any  relation  of  the  overseer? 
He  was  quite  positive  that  this  was  not  a  class 
of  work  on  which  youths  could  he  employed : 
platelaying,  or  repairs  to  the  permanent-way, 
reqtiired  a  large  amount  of  experience.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  Minister  would  not  en- 
coarage  putting  youths  ou  that  class  of  work. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  would  like  to  direct 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Premier  was 
endeavouring  to  obscure  the  issue  before  the 
House.  A  vacancy  occurred  in  a  gang  of 
platelayers  because  some  man  was  not  doing 
ids  work  hard  enough  or  efficiently  enough  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  a  Government  officer, 
and  that  vacancy  had  been  ill  led  up  by  an 
inexperienced  youth.  Presumably  —  and  it 
was  more  favourable  to  the  Government  to 
assume  so  than  the  reverse  —  this  new  hand 
was  efficiently  filling  the  position,  and,  if  so,  he 
was  doing  it  at  4s.  6d.  a  day.  The  ago  of  the 
person  was  quite  immaterial ;  he  was  a  new 
band,  doing  the  work  that  an  old  hand  could 
not  do.  Therefore  the  work  was  being  done  at 
2s.  a  day  less.  It  resolved  itself  simply  into 
a  process  of  natural  selection,  when  the  men 
on  all  these  gangs  would  be  removed  and  re- 
placed by  others  at  less  wages. 

Mr.  FISH  regretted  that  he  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  j\Iinister  gave  an  answer  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakaia,  but,  from 
what  he  had  gathered  from  speeches  made  by 
honourable  members  since,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  there  was  a  deliberate  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  bring  down  per- 
manently the  rate  of  wages.  If  it  did  not  mean 
that,  he  did  not  know  what  it  meant ;  because, 
if  he  understood  the  question  aright,  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  an  efficient  person  now  to  do 
platelayers'  work  at  4s.  6d.  a  day  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment, having  a  chance  of  getting  a  person 
to  do  that,  at  once  struck  at  the  rate  of  wages. 
If  that  was  the  policy  of  the  Government,  he 
took  the  opportunity  of  entering  his  protest 
against  it.  He  had  received  letters  from  work- 
ing-men in  Dunedin  in  all  directions,  saying 
that,  no  matter  what  the  Government  might 
say,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  writers  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages. 
Of  course  he  could  not  disbelieve  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  those  benches  when  they 
made  statements,  but  it  was  astonishing  what 
a  strong  feeling  there  was  among  very  many 
men  that  such  was  their  intention.  If  so,  he 
must  protest  against  it,  for  we  should  never  be 
making  this  colony  prosperous,  or  be  doing  any 
good  to  ourselves  in  the  present  or  in  the  future, 
U  it  became  known  that  the  Government  were 
making  a  determined  attempt  to  bring  down 
wages  from  a  paltry  6s.  6d.  or  7s.  to  4s.  6d.  a 
day.  He  hoped  that  was  not  to  be  the  general 
policy  of  the  Government,  but  that  this  was 
merely  an  isolated  case. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  was  sure  that  the  presence  of 
honourable  members  in  the  House  showed  not 
only  that  they  had  sympathy  with  the  working- 
men,  but  that  working-men  had  sympathy  with 
them,  and  it  was  therefore  scarcely  necessary 
to  make  so ,  many  -professions  on  the  subject. 
There  were  a  number  of  local  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper — some  of  them  very  important— and  the 
country  had  much  ni  •  o  interest  in  them  than 
in  these  useless  professions  of  friendship  for  the 
working-man.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  they 
would  proceed  with  those  Bills  for  which  the 
country  was  waiting. 

Mr.  FERGUS  might,  perhaps,  bo  allowed  to 
give  an  opinion  on  this  subject.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Government  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  reducing  the  wages  of  working-men. 
As  a  working-man  himself,  and  as  one  who  had 
employed  a  great  many  working-men,  he  had 
always  found  it  the  best  way  to  pay  a  fair  day's 
wages  for  a  fair  dav's  work  ;  and  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  at  the  present 
time.  They  had  had  honourable  members 
talking  as  experts  about  platelaying,  and  about 
changing  rails  and  fixing  chairs,  and  about 
what  they  would  do,  and  what  ouglit  not  to  be 
done  ;  but  all  their  experience  was  out  of  date, 
and  what  they  proposed  was  never  dono  now. 
He  had  work  going  on  in  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies, and  had  a  number  of  men  employed  there, 
and  he  had  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  his  man- 
ager; and  he  might  say  that  they  wore  employ- 
ing not  only  3'ouths,  but  boys,  and  his  manager 
stated  that  there  was  not  a  gang  there  which 
had  not  a  boy  with  it.  On  such  railways  as 
the  Waimca  and  others  of  that  class  in  the 
South  it  was  well  to  have  youths  employed 
on  the  work.  They  could  then  be  taught 
the  work,  and  by-and-by  when  they  grew  ex- 
perienced they  would  receive  men's  wages,  and 
it  would  be  all  the  better  for  them.  There 
was  a  great  difierence  between  laying  down 
new  rails  and  simply  repairing  the  lines ;  and 
these  men  were  really  repairers.  If  anything 
went  to  prove  the  necessity  for  an  independent 
Board  to  manage  our  railways  it  was  the  dis- 
cussion which  had  taken  plaoe  that  afternoon. 
He  appealed  confidently  to  any  one  who  had 
worked  with  him — and  there  were  thousands  of 
men  in  New  Zealand  who  had  done  so— to  say 
that  he  would  not  be  one  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  working-men,  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  Government  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Minister  of  Defence 
just  now  said  that  he  had  in  his  hand  a  letter 
from  his  manager  in  Australia  referring  to  this 
question.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  be 
kind  enough  to  read  the  portion  of  the  letter 
referring  to  boys  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  what  ho  had  said 
was  that  he  had  a  letter  from  his  managei^ 
referring  to  ballasting  and  platelaying  on  the 
Heidelberg  line,  and  saying  how  it  progressed, 
and  that  he  knew  how  it  was  going  on ;  and 
that  there  were  boys,  absolutely  boys  of  four- 
teen years  of  age,  helping  the  platelayers  on 
that  line. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  the  Minister   of 
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Defer  Oi,  no  doubt  in  consequence  of   being 
taken  up  lately  with  military  affairs,  seemed 
to  attend  the  House  in  all  his  war-paint,  and 
'*bavo  at  them'*  all  round,  a)  though  they 
had  done  something  terrible.     The  Minister  of 
Defence  asked  why  they   should  not  employ 
boys,  and  said  they  should  employ  them.     Ho 
Agreed,  of  course,  that  they  Khould  ;  or  else  how 
could  they  train  the  boys  to  be  working-men  ? 
But  that  was  not  the  question.     The  case  was 
this :  that  the  Minister  told  them  that  in  the 
case  cf  a  gang  of  platelayers,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  experienced  men,  one  happened  to 
be  inexperienced,  and  unable  to  do  his  work  in 
a  proper  manner.     In  such  a  case,  surely  they 
would  expect  that  an  experienced  and  capable 
man   should  be   token  on,  so   that  the  work 
would    be  done   in    a    \^orkmanliko  manner; 
but  they  founil   that  that  was  not  done,  but 
that  instead,  jia  the   honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  had  said,  bhey  took  on  a  mere  inex- 
perienced lad.     What  he  had  risen  to  say  was 
that,  if  they  were  going  to  do  this  sort  of  thing, 
then  they  would  endanger  the  lives  of  the  pub- 
lic.    Ti^ere  was  no  doubt  that,  in  connecbion 
with  tlu'  railwavH,  from  the  driving  of  a  nail  to 
the  diiviM*»  of  an  enjriiie,  they  must  have  ex- 
perienced men,  so  that  the  safety  of  the  public 
would  not  bo  cndangvrcd.     He  ww;  sorry  to  say 
thcrt*  had  been  a  tendency  lately  to  so  cut  down 
the  fair  wages  of  the  railway  employes,  and  to 
so  overwork  them,  that  tlurtt  was  danger  that 
wo  hlionld  have  some  sorioiis  accident.     Ho  was 
not  hhinunc»  the   pr<  sent  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  for  ho  did  not  believe  the  Minister  had 
conirol  of  the  alTairs  of  the  railways.    He  knew 
from  his  experience  tliat  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  \Nas  little  likelv  to  do  anything  of  the 
sort ;  hr.t  tho  wliolc  thing  had  been  managed  by 
the  gentlenmii  who  was  at  the  head  of  tlie  Rail- 
way Department,  and  tho  numerous  Ministers 
for  Public  Works  for  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  had  always  been  under  his  control :  in 
fact,  as  an  honourable  gentleman  said,  they 
had  been  "  Maxwellisod."    He  had  no  doubt 
this  was  so  at  tho  present  time,  and  was  not 
blaming  the  present  Minister.     Seeing  that  tho 
Minister  was  placed  in  the  position  to  control, 
he  should  not  be  led  by  his  subordinate,  and 
allow  these  things  to  take  place,  but  should 
pay  careful  attention  to  these  matters,  and  see 
that  they  did  not  havo  inexperienced  youths 
placed  in  what  might  be  termed  positions  of 
trust,  in  looking  after  the  railway-line  which 
had  to  carry  tho  rolling-stock;  or  the  lives  of 
the  public  of  this  colony  would  be  endangered. 
That  was  the  point  which  tho  Minister  of  De- 
fence had  entirely  missed  when  he  got  up  and 
made  the  statement  as  to  there  being  plenty  of 
boys  engaged  in  platelaying  in  other  colonics. 
The  Premier  had  said  that  a  gang  of  platelayers 
required  a  boy  to  attend  to  them,  but  he  could 
say  that  in  his  district  he  knew  seven  or  eight 
gangs  of  platelayers  personally,  and  that  these 
gangs  were  composed  entirely  of  experienced 
men  with  experienced  gangers — there  was  not 
a  boy  in  any  of  tlio  gangs.     He  was  surprised 
to  luai  Ministers  say  that  it  was  a  proper  thing 
that  an  inexperienced  youth  should  be  put  into 
Jlfr.  Fltzhcrhert 


a  gang  of  platelayers  in  place  of  an  experienced 
man. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  would  put  it  in  this  way : 
There  was  a  difference  between  permanent- 
way  platelayers  and  platelayers  who  were  la}-- 
ing  down  a  new  line.  When  ihey  were  laying 
down  a  new  line  it  was  necessary  that  gangs 
should  have  boys,  because  they  had  fastenings 
and  fittings,  such  as  fish-plates  and  bolts,  and 
so  forth,  to  carrj',  to  keep  men  going  steadily 
at  work ;  and  even  platelayers  on  new  lines  did 
not  need  that  skill  that  jjermanenfc-way  men. 
required.  The  permanent- way  men  should  be 
the  best  and  most  experienced  that  could  bo 
obtained;  and  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
did  not  get  such  men  ho  was  doing  a  great 
injustice,  and  would  find  it  out  some  day,  and 
that  perhaps  very  soon.  This  was  work  that  a 
boy  could  not  efficiently  do.  They  had  often 
to  shift  the  rails,  and  that  was  -work  Uiat  re- 

?uircd  strength,  and  that  a  boy  could  not  do. 
t  was  liot  a  boy's  work.  He  would  maintain 
that  packing  the  sleepers  was  not  a  boy*s  work 
by  any  mcaiis ;  and  ho  knew  perhaps  as  much 
about  it  as  the  ^linister  of  Defence,  although 
t!io  Minister  had  had  so  mai  y  \r\Q\\  working  for 
him.  The  Minister  cf  Defence  knew  as  well  as 
ho  did  that  there  was  not  work  for  boys  in  tbc 
maintenance  of  permanent-wav. 

Mr.   R.  H.   J.   KEEVP^S   would   Ray   a  fow 
words  in  consequence  of  the  remark  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Defence  to  tho  effect  that  the 
discussion  just  now  proved  that  the  question  of 
handing  the  railways  over  to  a  Commission  was 
worthy   of  consideration  at  tho  hands  of  the 
House.    That  honourable  gentleman  must  be 
perfectly  well  aware  that,  though  a  Board  of 
Management  had  been  appointed  in  Victoria  and 
was  said  to  be  a  success,  since  tho  railways  had 
been  put  under  the  managemcut  of  a  Board 
there  had   been  moro  railway  accidents  than 
had  ever  been  known  before.      He  need  only 
refer  to  tho  late  serious  accident  at  W'indsor, 
near  INfelbourne,  when  many  valuable  lives  were 
sacrificed  ;   and   from  what  cause  ?      Because 
the  Board  had  endeavoured  to  economize,  and, 
in  their  endeavour  to  make  the  railways  pay, 
had  appointed  a  boy  to  do  the  service  that  a 
man  should  havo  done.     It  would  be  in   the 
recollection  of  honourable  members  that  such 
was  the  actual  state  of  things.    The  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  in  whose   hands  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  was,  was  absolutely  under 
the   control   of   the   General   Manager   of    the 
Railways, — that  he  was  Maxwellisod.     He  did 
not  say  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works 
was  to  blame,  because  he  had  only  been  a  short 
time  in  office,  but  ho  believed  that  Mr.  Maxwell 
was  the  ruling  power. 

An  Hon.  IiIember. — He  is  away. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  knew  he  was  aw*ay, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  stop  away.  He  felt 
this :  that  the  Minister,  as  head  of  railway 
affairs,  did  not  sufficiently  look  into  the  work- 
ing of  the  railways,  and  that  he  left  too  much 
to  tho  head  of  the  department.  He  would  give 
an  instance  or  two  in'  point.    He  knew  for  & 
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fact — and  this  vonid  show  what  the  railway 
management  was  like — that  a  certain  contractor 
wanted  to  send  two  empty  malt-tanks  up  to 
his  works  for  the  purpose  of  filling  them  with 
water.  This  man  was  told  that  if  ho  sent  them 
np  empty  lie  would  have  to  pay  12s.,  and  to 
put  them  on  and  take  them  off.  the  truck  him- 
self. He  thought  the  charge  was  excessive, 
and  spoke  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  a  little 
bit  better  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the 
Railway  Department  than  he  was;  and  his 
friend  said,  "  Take  it  out  of  Class  £  and  put  it 
under  Gloss  D ;  fill  them  with  oats,  and  you 
will  get  them  taken  up  for  half  tho  money, 
and  the  department  will  have  to  load  and  un- 
load tlie  trucks.'*  Well,  like  a  sensible  man, 
he  filled  tho  tanks  with  oats,  and  tho  Railway 
Department  took  them,  and  loaded  them  and 
unloaded  them  at  their  destination,  for  half 
the  amount  they  would  have  charged  for  taking 
the  empty  tanks.  That  was  the  system  of 
railway  management  wo  had  all  through  New 
Zealand  ;  and  he  would  say  that  one  of  the 
principal  things  tho  honourable  gentleman 
who,  as  Minister,  had  charge  of  the  department 
should  lay  his  mind  to  was  to  endeavour  to 
reform  tho  railway  tariff,  and  that,  he  believed, 
would  not  be  done  by  a  Railway  Board.  If  tho 
Minister  for  Public  Works  was  a  shrewd,  keen 
man  of  business,  and  took  the  thing  in  hand, 
he  was  sure  it  conid  be  put  straight.  He  would 
give  another  instance  of  railway  management, 
because  to  do  so  might,  ho  thought,  do  good. 
A  man  who  lived  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Nelson  wanted  to  get  a  quantity  of  timber 
for  the  purpose  of  building  stables  and  other 
things,  and  he  went  to  tho  Railway  Manager, 
Mr.  Aslicroft,  and  asked  what  the  cost  of  the 
conveyance  of  this  timber  would  be;  and  a 
price  was  given.  The  man  said  that  was 
absurd,  and  that  he  could  get  it  carted  for  less. 
Tho  Manager  said,  "  Well,  at  all  events,  write 
to  me  about  it,  and  I  will  forward  your  letter 
to  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  see  if  we  cannot  get  an 
alteration  made."  The  gentleman  referred  to 
wrote  to  Mr.  Ashcroft,  and  pointed  out  where 
the  absurdity  of  the  thing  lay.  That  was  for- 
warded to  lilr.  Maxwell,  and  by  Mr.  Maxwell, 
he  supposed,  to  tho  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
and  by  the  Minister  probably  to  some  ono  else. 
However,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  tho  man 
actually  got  his  stables  built  and  painted,  and 
then  he  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Maxwell, 
and  this  reply  offered  to  give  a  reduction  of 
Is.  9d.  on  the  whole  lot.  Such  was  the  system 
under  which  the  railways  were  managed.  He 
trusted  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
take  charge  of  his  department,  and  take  the 
thing  in  hand. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  tho  comic  feature  of  tho 
discussion  was  the  claim  set  up  by  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  to  a  monopoly  of  the  right 
to  protect  the  working-man.  Now,  really,  he 
could  assure  those  honourable  gentlemen  that 
the  working-man  was  not  such  a  fool  as  he 
looked.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
South  said  he  regarded  the  employment  of  this 
youth  as  an  attempt  to  permanently  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  working-men  of  the  country, 


and  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  also  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  permanently  reduce  the 
rate  of  wages.  Well,  now,  this  came  very 
funnily  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  whose 
Government  issued  from  the  Public  Works 
Department  a  circular  which  had  for  its  direct 
object  the  permanent  reduction  of  the  wages  of 
tho  working-men  in  the  employ  of  tho  Govern- 
ment to  6s.  a  day.  It  was  fortunate  for  the 
working-men  that  Parliament  happened  to  be 
sitting  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the  circular, 
for  some  honourable  members  were  in  a  posi- 
tion to  bring  the  circular  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  and  the  Government  themselves, 
afraid  of  the  indignation  they  had  raised,  very 
hurriedly  withdrew  it.  Yet  these  very  honour- 
able gentlemen  said  that  tho  mere  employ- 
ment of  this  one  lad  was  an  attempt  to  perma- 
nently reduce  the  wages  of  the  working-men  of 
this  country.  He  was  happy  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  that  he  understood  the  feelings  of 
the  working-men  just  as  well  as  some  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite;  and  he  was 
glad,  also,  to  be  in  a  position  to  say  that  the 
working-man  himself  was  as  well  able  to  take 
an  intelligent  view  of  this  and  other  questions 
as  were  those  gentlemen  who  pretended  to  re- 
present his  views  so  accurately.  Now,  what 
was  really  tho  position  ?  The  Government  had 
said  that  they  would  conduct  the  business  of 
the  Railway  Department  upon  the  lines  upon 
which  any  ordinary  business  was  conducted. 
They  were  not  going  to  supplant  the  working- 
men  of  tho  country  by  the  employment  of  boys, 
but  they  were  going  to  adopt  the  principle 
which  Lord  George  Hamilton  laid  down  in  re- 
gard to  tho  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
Admiralty  dockyards.  A  deputation  waited  on 
him  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  men  employed,  and  he  posed  them  with 
this  question  :  "  Do  you  wish  the  Government 
of  the  country  to  employ  more  men  than 
are  needed  to  do  tho  work  of  the  country?" 
What  answer  could  thoy  give  to  that  ques- 
tion? They  had  simply  none  to  give.  They 
had  to  recognise  that  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment lay  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the 
country  efficiently,  but  that  it  should  not 
cost  more  than  it  ought  to  cost.  Now,  he 
had  arrayed  against  him  during  the  late  elec- 
tion a  formidable  Protectionist  combination, 
and  he  and  those  working  with  him  in  the 
election  went  to  the  trouble  to  analyse  the 
motives  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  the  most 
prominent  Protectionists.  What  did  they  dis- 
cover? They  discovered  this:  that  the  most 
prominent  Protectionist  agitators  had  their 
workshops  and  foundries  full  of  boys.  Those 
were  tho  gentlemen  who  manifested  such  an 
absorbing  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  working- 
men  of  this  country.  The  hoUowness  of  their 
pretensions  was  speedily  discovered.  The  work- 
men formed  combinations  against  these  Pro- 
tectionist employers  of  boy-labour,  and  their 
feelings  wero  amply  testified  to  by  the  results 
of  the  polling  at  that  election.  A  newspaper 
was  established  in  the  interests  of  theso  poli- 
tical Protectionists.     There  were  leaders  of 
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political  parties  in  that  House  going  aboat 
and  telling  people  how  they  ought  to  vote  and 
what  they  ought  to  do.  What  was  the  answer? 
It  was  a  very  intelligent,  a  very  forcible,  and  a 
very  effective  answer,  and  one  that,  he  trusted, 
they  would  never  forget.  They  were  utterly 
routed.  In  this  case  the  simple  principle  was 
this:  Here  was  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
dismissed  through  misconduct.  A  youth — so 
it  was  represented,  and  if  he  was  incorrect  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakaia  could  correct 
him — was  placed  there  to  do  the  man's  work. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.— To  fill  a  vacancy. 

Mr.  FISHER  would  ask,  what  was  the 
position  in  this  case?  If  the  duties  performed 
required  the  place  to  be  filled  by  a  skilled 
workman  tlie  place  would  have  been  so  filled. 
But  the  work  was  not  of  a  skilled  nature,  and 
could  be  performed  by  a  youth,  and  a  youth 
had  been  put  in  the  place.  And  that  was  the 
gravamen  of  the  whole  charge.  The  Govern- 
ment were  making  no  attempt  to  reduce  the 
wages  of  this  country.  The  Government  had 
a  clear  position  in  this  matter.  They  had  the 
interests  of  the  working-men  as  much  at  heart 
as  any  honourable  member  who  sat  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House.  This  empty  pre- 
tension that  those  honourable  gentlemen  were 
the  special  advocates  of  the  working-men  of 
this  country  simply  counted  for  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  only  rose  to  make  one 
observation,  after  the  very  alarming  statement 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Education,  who  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  conduct  the  railways  on  business  prin- 
ciples— that  they  intended  to  apply  the  same 
business  principles  to  the  railways  as  private 
employers  did.  He  (Mr.  Reeves)  thought  that 
a  very  alarming  statement,  for  that  was  exactly 
what  the  working-men  did  not  want  to  have. 
The  Minister  of  Education  told  the  House 
just  now  that  private  employers  filled  their 
shops  with  boys,  and  that  they  conducted  their 
shops  on  business  principles.  He  hod  just 
previously  informed  honourable  members  that 
the  Government  were  going  to  manage  their 
railways  on  the  same  principles  as  those  private 
shops  were  conducted  on.  He  (Mr.  Reeves) 
trusted  that  statement  would  be  circulated 
from  one  end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other; 
and  then  the  working-man,  who,  as  the 
Minister  of  Education  had  said,  was  "not  such 
a  fool  as  he  looked,"  would  judge  for  himself 
whether  this  Government  had  the  interests  of 
the  working-man  at  heart  or  not.  The  working- 
man  might  in  some  respects  be  deceived,  but 
one  thing  he  easily  understood:  he  knew  the 
difference  between  6s.  6d.  and  4s.  6d. ;  and  he 
would  understand  whether  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation and  his  colleagues  proposed  to  reduce 
the  standard  of  wages  on  the  railways  by  any 
side-wind,  or  intended  to  turn  off  able-bodied 
men  and  to  have  a  cheap-and-nasty  system  of 
youth-labour. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  workshops  to  which 
he  referred  were  the  workshops  of  the  loud- 
mouthed Protectionists  who  led  the  Protec- 
tionist agitation  against  him  during  the  elec- 
tion« 

Mr,  Fisher 


Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  *'  loud-mouthed  Protection- 
ists." He  (Mr.  Levestam)  remembered  the 
honourable  gentleman  standing  up  in  a  public 
meeting  at  Wellington,  where  he  stated  that 
he  opposed  all  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
excepting  those  which  had  reference  to  Pro- 
tection. The  honourable  gentleman  could  not 
deny  that.  He  (Mr.  Levestam)  was  present  at 
the  meeting;  it  was  at  the  AthensBum.  The 
Minister  of  Education  went  on  to  tell  them 
about  those  people  who  "  clamoured  loudest 
for  Protection,"  and  that  "when  he  made  in- 
quiries he  found  that  their  shops  were  filled 
with  boys."  Why  were  they  filled  with  boys? 
Because,  for  the  want  of  Protection,  they  could 
not  employ  men.  Another  gentleman,  who  was 
one  of  the  honourable  gentleman*8  strongest 
supporters,  was  one  of  those,  as  he  called  them, 
"loud-mouthed  Protectionists."  He  was  now 
referring  to  a  gentleman  who  had  a  foundry  in 
Wellington,  and  he  understood  the  remarks  of 
the  Minister  of  Education  were  chiefly  in  con- 
nection with  the  iron  industry.  There  was 
another  thing :  that  in  these  shops  these  boys 
were  learning  a  trade,  and  would  become  use- 
ful citizens.  The  Minister  of  Education  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  when  a  boy  was  sent  to 
fetch  a  bolt  for  a  platelayer  he  was  learning 
anything  that  would  be  of  any  very  great  im- 
portance to  him.  He  (Mr.  Levestam)  did  not 
wish  to  prolong  this  debate.  When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  the  working-men  could 
look  out  for  themselves  he  (Mr.  Levestam) 
quite  agreed  with  him ;  and  they  had  shown  it, 
because  of  the  very  large  number  of  mcmbeis 
who  had  been  returned  to  that  House  who  were 
in  favour  of  Protection  and  encouragement 
to  local  industnes.  It  was  becoming  a  great 
question  in  this  colony.  What  were  we  to  do 
with  our  boys  ?  WUiat  they  did  want  was  their 
young  men  to  stay  in  the  country  and  learn 
trades  and  help  to  develop  the  industries  of  tbo 
country,  instead  of  seeing  shiploads  of  them 
going  away  to  other  countries  where  they 
could  find  employment. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  FUNDS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,— (1) 
Whether  it  has  been  decided  by  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  Department  to  refuse  to 
make  further  advances  by  way  of  loan  on 
mortgage,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  invest  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  said  department  in  de- 
ficiency bills  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest? 
(2.)  Whether  any  negotiations  relative  to  this 
matter  have  taken  place  between  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  Insurance  Department? 
He  asked  this  question  now  in  the  interests  of 
the  Insurance  Department.  A  rumour  had  got 
about,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  the  In- 
surance Department  had  refused  to  lend  any 
more  money  upon  mortgage  in  accordance 
with  a  circular  which  was  issued  some  time 
ago,  on  the  authority  of  law,  which  said,  "  They 
may  advance  half  the  surplus  in  loans  upon 
freehold  property."  If  this  rumour  was  un- 
founded the  sooner  it  was  stopped  the  better. 
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He  had  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who 
had  taken  a  very  large  interest  in  insarance 
matters  in  the  colony,  and  who  was  largely 
interested  in  the  Government  Life  Insurance 
Department ;  and  he  said, — 

"  Re  Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, I  presume  you,  like  myself,  are  interested 
in  this  branch  of  the  political  economy.  Well, 
if  so,  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  inaugurated  a  system  of  lending  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  association  on  a  term- 
basis  of  twelve,  fifteen,  twenty  years,  at  7 
per  cent.,  half-yearly  payments,  which  in- 
cludes principal  and  interest,  thereby  wiping 
out  both  in  a  given  time.  This  would  have 
made  the  surplus  funds  of  the  department 
very  remunerative,  and,  as  long  as  there  was 
only  50  per  cent,  lent  upon  a  searching  ex- 
amination by  a  competent  valuator,  it  would 
have  been  quite  impossible  for  the  associa- 
tion to  have  lost  anything.  Well,  I'm  told 
that  Major  Atkinson,  the  present  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  who  is  the  political  head  of  the 
Insurance  Department,  has  stopped  all  this, 
and  issued  instructions  that  no  more  loans  in 
that  direction  can  be  granted ;  at  the  same  time, 
I'm  informed  on  good  authority,  it  is  the  Trea- 
surer's intention  to  swallow  up  this  money  and 
give  deficiency  bills  for  it  at  5  per  cent.  Now, 
look  at  what  this  will  mean  to  the  assured  in 
the  office — just  a  loss  of  2  per  cent.  Let  us 
examine  what  2  per  cent,  will  mean  for  the 
quinquennium :  say,  £750,000  surplus  funds  at 
2  per  cent,  equals  £15,000  per  annum,  five  times 
this  £75,000,  and  this  sum  would  yield  in  re- 
versionary bonuses  in  the  five  years  nearly 
£225,000.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  giving 
7-por-cent.  deficiency  bills  for  the  amount  it 
would  be  less  matter,  although  I  believe  the 
security  obtained,  if  lent  out,  would  be  quite 
as  good  as  the  Treasury  bills,  as  long  as  the 
valuators  did  their  duty  and  only  half  the 
surplus  funds  wore  lent.  As  one  of  the  as- 
sured, I  have,  however,  no  objection  to  the 
Treasurer  swallowing  up  the  trust  funds  of 
the  Insurance  Department,  as  I  know  the 
colony  is  quite  good  enough  for  it;  and  who 
should  stand  by  the  colony  in  her  hour  of  need 
if  the  citizens  of  Now  Zealand  themselves 
will  not?  but  still,  I  think  it  is  too  bad  for 
those  whose  money  is  embarked  in  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  Branch  to  be  made  take 
6  per  cent,  for  their  surplus  funds  when  many 
of  themselves  will  give  7  per  cent.,  and  just  as 
good  security  as  the  deficiency  bills.  I  think, 
at  aU  events,  it  should  not  be  stopped  to  those 
who  are  insured  in  the  department,  and  who 
have  good  security  to  offer,  and  are  willing  to 
give  7  per  cent.  Had  the  system  been  honestly 
carried  out,  it  would  have  done  much  good 
towards  reducing  the  exorbitant  rates  demanded 
by  the  loan  companies  and  banks,  as  well  as 
insurers.  When  the  system  was  first  introduced 
the  money-lending  fraternity  were  very  wrothe ; 
having  been  withdrawn,  they  are  jubilant." 

That  was  his  reason  for  putting  the  question. 
It  was  stated  that  there  was  a  loss  to  those 
vho  were  insured,  and,  if  that  was  true,  it  was 


doing  the  Insurance  Department  an  injury,  and 
he  asked  the  question  in  order  to  set  the  matter 
at  rest.  He  trusted  the  Premier  would  accept 
the  question  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  asked. 
He  wished  to  put  the  Premier  right  before  the 
country,  and  the  department  right  before  the 
country,  and  therefore  asked  the  question 
standing  in  his  name. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  agreed  with  both 
objects.  He  was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  putting  himself  and  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment right  before  the  country.  He  could 
answer  No,  distinctly,  to  both  questions.  There 
had  been  no  negotiation  whatever  between  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment on  such  a  subject.  It  was  never  contem- 
plated by  the  head  of  that  department  or  him- 
self, and  the  rumour  must  have  originated  with 
the  enemy  outside.  He  should  very  much  like- 
to  know  who  the  honourable  gentleman's  in- 
formant was  in  the  matter.  It  might  be  in- 
teresting to  trace  how  the  evil  rumour  had 
started.  He  would  suggest  that,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  department,  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  take  a  great  interest,, 
the  honourable  gentlemen  might  assist  in 
tracing  this  unfounded  rumour  to  its  source.. 
Who  was  his  informant  ?  Rumours  prejudicial 
to  the  department  were  continually  being  set 
afioat.  He  might  say  that  there  was  no  inten- 
tion, either  on  the  part  of  the  late  or  of  the 
present  Colonial  Treasurer,  to  do  what  was  in- 
dicated in  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  gentleman  who  had 
sent  the  letter  to  him  was  very  friendly  to  the 
Government  Life  Insurance  Department,  and 
he  (Mr.  Seddon)  believed  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  the  department  that  the  writer  wished  the 
question  to  be  put. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Could  the  honourable 
gentleman  ask  his  friend  to  try  and  trace  it  a 
Uttle  further  back? 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  ask  him  where  he  got 
the  information. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  that  perhaps  the  Premier 
would  also  inform  the  House  whether  mem- 
bers of  the  House  were  employed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, or  were  allowed,  to  value  properties 
for  the  Life  Insureu[ice  Department.  As  certain 
rumours  were  afloat  he  thought  it  well  to  ask 
this  question  also.  He  had  thought  of  put- 
ting a  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  but  this 
opportunity  would  answer  the  purpose.  It  was 
reported  that  certain  members  of  the  House 
made  a  nice  little  perquisite  by  being  called 
upon  by  Ministers  to  value  properties  prior  to 
money  being  lent  on  them.  It  would  remove 
an  uneasy  feeling  if  the  Premier  could  assure 
the  House  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  done. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  not  aware  of 
it,  but  he  would  make  inquiries.  By  law  the 
property-tax  valuation  was  taken  as  the  basis 
of  valuation  by  the  Insurance  Department  when 
lending  money  on  security.  He  did  not  know 
if  there  was  any  further  valuation  made  ;  but 
he' would  make  inquiries,  and  would  answer 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  a  future  day  if  h& 
would  put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper. 
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DEFENCE. 

Major  STEWARD  askod  the  Defence  Minis- 
ter,  When  he  proposes  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  report  of  Major-Gen eral  Schaw  upon  the 
-defences  of  the  colony?  It  was  understood 
that  this  officer  had  prepared  a  very  valuable 
report,  and  it  was  also  stated  that  it  had  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  a 
fortnight.  As  the  House  would  no  doubt  soon 
have  to  discuss  the  question  of  defence,  and 
what  reduction  should  be  made  in  its  cost,  he 
presumed  this  report  would  throw  a  great  deal 
•of  light  on  the  subject  which  would  be  valuable 
to  honourable  members,  and  he  knew  a  number 
of  honourable  gentlemen  were  anxious  to  see  it 
-as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  report  was  not  com- 
pleted; but  as  soon  as  it  was,  and  was  in  a 
state  ready  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  he 
■should  be  very  glad  to  place  it  before  honour- 
■able  members. 

LANDLORD'S  RIGHT  OF  DISTRESS. 

Mr.  W.\RD  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  bring  in  a  measure  to  abolish  or 
modify  the  landlord's  right  of  distress  ?  When 
in  Invcrcargill  lately  a  deputation  of  business 
men  )iad  waited  on  him,  and  had  brought 
under  his  notice  the  fact  that  there  was  a  very 
unsatisfactoiy  state  of  affairs  at  present  in  rc- 
:gard  to  the  landlord's  right  of  distress.  At  the 
present  time,  if  a  tenant  got  in  arrears  with 
rent  the  landlord  could  seize  articles  on  his 
premises  of  which  the  tenant  had  been  in 
possession,  though  a  lien  was  held  over  those 
articles  by  the  man  from  whom  they  had  been 
bought,  if  the  person  holding  the  lien  was  not 
•able  to  efiect  a  prior  seizure.  A  recent  instance 
had  been  brought  under  his  notice  in  Inver- 
•cargill.  Two  contractors  bought  a  threshing- 
machine,  and  paid  25  per  cent,  of  its  price  in 
•cash,  giving  the  seller  a  bill  of  sale  to  secure 
the  remainder.  They  took  it  into  the  country, 
■and  after  a  time  it  was  seized  by  the  father  of 
the  two,  who  claimed  that  his  sous  owed  him 
£80  for  rent ;  and  the  seller  of  the  machine 
was  deprived  of  any  benefit  under  his  security, 
•and  lost  his  debt.  He  was  told  there  had  been 
a  number  of  more  or  less  similar  instances 
throughout  the  colony ;  and  he  know  there  had 
been  a  number  of  them  in  Southland.  This 
operated  verj-  s.  verely  on  persons  in  business, 
and  in  many  instances  prevented  honest  men 
from  obtaining  advances  in  money  or  goods  on 
security,  and  so  caused  injury  to  them.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
•clear  to  deal  with  the  matter.  The  deputation 
he  referred  to  was  anxious  that  he  should 
bring  in  a  Bill  as  a  private  member  ;  but,  per- 
-sonally,  he  was  averse  from  that  course,  as 
he  had  observed  that  so  much  time  was  lost 
to  no  purpose  by  private  members  attempting 
to  get  legislation  passed  on  such  subjects  as 
this. 

Mr.  IIISLOP  said  in  1885  Parliament  went 
-a  very  great  way  in  modifying  the  landlord's 
right  to  distrain  for  rent ;  and  now  the  land- 
lord had  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  right 
of  any  one  to  goods  except  the  right  acquired 


under  bill  of  sale:  those  obtftining  a  Hen 
under  bill  of  sale  were  the  only  ones  excladed 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1885.  The 
Government  had  not  had  time  to  consider 
whether  legislation  should  go  even  farthec 
than  that ;  but  he  should  be  very  glad  to  con- 
fer with  the  honourable  member  with  the  view 
of  introducing  additional  legislation  if  it  should 
be  thought  necessary.  At  the  same  time,  they 
must  remember  that  their  legislation  hitherto 
had  been  in  the  direction  of  discouraging  bills 
of  sale.  That  had  been  the  tendency  of  their 
legislation  for  the  past  few  years,  and  it  would 
be  a  matter  for  careful  consideration  whether 
they  should  reverse  that  tendency,  as  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  discouraging  bills  of  sals 
were  very  strong. 

KAIPARA  PILOT-STATION. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Postmaster-General* 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  con- 
nect the  pilot-station  at  Kaipara  Heads  with 
the  telegraph  system  of  the  colony  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  regretted  that  be 
could  not  recommend  the  work  to  be  done  at 
present,  as  the  cost  would  be  very  large — about 
£2,000 — and  the  expense  of  maintenance  would 
also  be  very  high,  as  it  would  have  to  be  mostly 
done  by  boat.  The  revenue,  ho  understood 
would  be  very  small;  so  the  Government  re- 
gretted that  they  did  not  see  their  way  to  do  it 
at  present. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  wished  to  observe,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Telegraph  Department,  that  this 
question  had  been  very  largely  considered,  and 
he  would  really  like  to  ask  him  to  give  it  far- 
ther consideration  before  he  finally  decided  on 
the  matter.  Although,  certainly,  the  line  would 
not  be  profitable  from  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  yet  from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view  it 
was  a  work  which,  he  believed,  was  decidedly 
necessary. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  look  further  into  the  matter ;  and  thezB 
could  be  no  doubt  that,  though  the  line  would 
not  bo  commercially  profitable,  it  would  be  of 
very  great  utility  in  case  of  shipping  accidents. 
He  would  certainly  look  further  into  the  mat- 
ter, but  at  present  he  could  not  see  his  way  to 
undertaking  the  work. 

HON.  WI  TAKO  NGATATA. 
Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  he  understood 
that  the  Government  had  decided  to  accord  a 
military  funeral  to  the  remains  of  the  late 
Hon.  Wi  Tako  Ngatata ;  but  he  was  informed 
that  only  fifty  of  the  permanent  force  were  to 
attend  as  a  firing-party.  Now,  as  the  deceased 
was  a  chief  of  very  high  rank,  and  one  who  had 
held  a  high  position  and  done  eminent  service 
to  the  colony,  he  thought  that,  if  they  gave  him 
a  military  funeral  at  all,  they  should  not  do  it 
in  a  half-hearted  way.  He  hoped  the  Defence 
Minister  would  see  his  way  to  direct  that  the 
whole  of  the  permanent  force  in  Wellington, 
as  well  as  the  Volunteers  of  the  city,  should 
attend  the  funeral,  as  the  cost  would  be  vary 
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small :  and  thus  do  honour  to  the  memory  o!  the 
deceased. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  ho  would  consult  with 
the  officials  of  the  department,  and  if  the 
matter  could  he  arranged  it  would  be. 

Major  ATKLSSON  said  he  had  received 
» letter  from  the  late  Wi  Tako's  son,  inviting 
him  and  members  of  the  House  to  the  funeral. 
He  had  replied  to  the  eHect  that  he  intended 
to  be  present,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt 
honourable  members  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  present. 

T.  W.  LEWIS,  JUN. 

Mr.  MONK  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  said  he  took  this  course  with  re- 
gret, and  he  hoped  that  honourable  members 
would  extend  their  indulgence  to  him  for  five 
minutes.  The  matter  which  he  wished  to  bring 
forward  would  show,  he  believed,  that  a  very 
grave  scandal  had  been  inflicted  upon  the  Civil 
Service,  and  such  as  was  calculated  to  lower 
the  moral  sense  of  its  officials,  and  also  to  lower 
them  in  the  esteem  of  the  public.  Ho  hod  also 
another  important  purpose  in  bringing;  it  be- 
fore the  House,  and  that  was  this :  Whenever 
official  abuses  were  discovered  it  was  obviously 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  prevent  their  recurrence ;  and,  as  he  under- 
stood they  proposed  to  amend  the  Civil  Service 
Hoform  Act,  he  hoped  some  provision  would  be 
put  in  the  Bill  whereby  it  would  be  impossible 
for  such  a  thing  as  he  had  under  notice  to  occur 
again.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  somewhat 
as  follow:  Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  was  a 
member  of  the  Civil  Service  attached  to  the 
Native  OQice,  of  which  his  father  was  chief. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  year  Mr.  Lewis  re- 
ceived the  offer  of  a  situation  the  remunera- 
tion of  which  was  superior  to  the  salary  he  was 
then  receiving  from  the  Government.  Of  this 
he  (Mr.  Monk)  would  only  say  that  he  was  sure 
there  was  not  a  member  of  the  House  but  who 
would  be  glad  and  rejoiced  to  know  that  an 
opportunity  was  offered  to  a  young  man  wliere- 
by  he  could  improve  his  position. 

Sir  G.  GKEY  asked  if  the  offer  was  from 
outride  the  Scn'ice. 

Mr.  MONK  replied  that  it  was.  But, although 
Mr.  Lewis  was  transferring  himself  from  the 
btation  he  then  held  to  enter  a  better  one,  it 
was  resolved  that  ho  should  obtain  the  same 
retiring-allowance  as  ho  would  have  been  en- 
titled to  if  his  services  had  been  dispensed  with 
in  the  ordinary  way.  A  claim  for  compensa- 
tion was  sent  in  to  the  office,  and  his  father,  in 
a  guileless  innocent  sort  of  a  way,  added  a 
memorandum  that  his  services  should  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  order  that  ho  might  go  to  a 
warmer  place.  Well,  it  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prising that  honourable  members  should  laugh, 
lieeing  that  it  was  a  sort  of  irony  to  say  that 
he  was  going  to  a  warmer  place,  for  there  wtvs 
a  widespread  belief  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  a  hotter  place  than  the  department 
and  the  surroundings  from  which  the  gentle- 
man was  retiring.  He  had  also  to  add  that  it 
was  believed  that  the  Minister  at  the  head  of 
the  department  was  aware  of  the  intrigue,  if 


he  might  so  express  it,  which  was  resorted 
to.  A  claim  was  sent  in  to  the  authorities 
for  a  retiring-allowance  of  £80 ;  but  it  was 
ultimately  reduced  to  £G4  by  the  Auditor- 
General,  and  this  amount  was  allov/od  by  the 
Minister,  although  he  was  aware — or  it  was  re- 
ported he  was — of  what  was  taking  place!  The 
whole  proceeding  must  be  regarded  as  degrad- 
ing to  the  honour  and  spirit  of  the  Service, 
and  detrimental  to  the  public  interests.  Let 
any  one  fancy  the  lifelong  influence  inflicted 
upon  the  susceptible  mind  of  the  youth,  as 
the  memory  of  that  transaction  would  keep 
fresh  within  him  the  consciousness  that  he  had 
no  moral  right  to  that  retiring  allowance,  but 
that  it  was  obtained  from  the  Treasury  solely 
by  an  artifice  of  speech — the  cunning  phraseo- 
logy in  which  officialism,  when  corrupt,  cazi 
mask  and  yet  legalize  its  intrigues.  No  doubt 
there  were  some  members  who  would  think  that 
he,  as  a  young  member,  had  gone  too  far  in 
taking  up  this  disagreeable  task  ;  but  he 
thouglit  he  had  some  reason  to  complain  that 
the  older  members  did  not  take  up  such  mat- 
ters, instead  of  leaving  them  to  the  inex- 
perienced members.  He  thought  ho  had  a 
right  to  call  attention  to  such  matters,  in  the 
hope  that,  by  so  doing,  he  might  prevent  them 
from  occurring  again. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  thought  that  the  Native 
Minister  would  have  given  some  explanation  of 
this,  as  the  charge  was  against  an  officer  of  his 
department. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  he  had  fully 
explained  the  whole  question  when  replying  to 
the  two  questions  that  had  been  placed  upon 
the  Order  Paper  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  had  lieard  his  replies. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  ho  had  heard  the  re- 
plies of  the  Native  Idiuister,  and,  so  far,  he 
thou^f^ht  the  replies  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
charge  was  now  distinctly  made  against  the 
Under- Secrotarj*  of  the  department  that  he, 
through  chicanery,  was  guilty  of  malversation, 
and  made  a  false  statement  witli  legard  to  his 
son,  v/lio  was  an  ofliccr  in  his  department — 
that  was  the  charge,  and  that  at  the  time  he 
(Mr.  Ballance)  was  conversant  with  this  mal- 
versation. All  ho  could  say  was  this:  that,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  there  was  not  the  least  founda- 
tion for  it  at  all — absolutely  none.  So  far  as 
he  recollected  the  facts,  a  report  came  in  from 
the  doctor  who  was  attending  this  young  man 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  liis  recovering 
his  health  in  Wellington,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  ho  should  go  to  a  waiTner  climate.  It 
was  quite  true  that  they  knew  that  a  situation 
had  been  offered  to  him,  but  it  was  not  known 
that  he  had  accepted  it,  or  that  he  could  accept 
it,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health.  Those  were 
the  facts  of  the  case.  With  r(?gard  to  the  com- 
putation of  the  allowance,  that  was  done  by 
the  Auditor-General  without  being  subject  to 
Ministerial  action,  and  he  (Mr.  Ballance)  knew 
nothing  about  it.  As  he  had  said,  all  that  he 
knew  was  that  this  young  man  was  very  ill 
indeed — dangerously  ill — and  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time  was  unable  to  perform  his 
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-duties.  He  (Mr.  Ballance)  challenged  inyesti- 
^ation.  Let  there  be  an  inqairy.  The  papers 
were  all  in  the  office.  Why  were  they  not 
called  for?  Why  wore  the  facts  not  chal- 
lenged when  the  Native  Minister  came  down 
with  an  explanation  of  the  simple  facts  of  the 
case  ?  He  would  like  to  ask  the  Native  Minis- 
ter whether  there  were  any  facts  to  justify  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  A 
i(entleman  was  attacked  who  could  not  reply, 
and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  really  thought 
there  was  anything  wrong  he  should  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  instead  of 
making  reckless  charges  in  this  way — charges 
without  any  foundation. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  been  able  to  gather  from^  the 
papers  he  had  given  to  the  House  in  answer  to 
the  questions  put  to  him  on  a  previous  day,  and 
80  far  as  he  could  see  there  was  nothing  to 
justify  the  charges  made.  With  reference  to  the 
computation  of  the  retiring-allowance  he  might 
say  that  a  difficulty  had  arisen.  The  claimant 
was  son  of  the  Under-Secretary  of  the  Native 
Department,  and  was  receiving  a  salary  of  £140 
4  year  from  that  department,  and  was  also 
receiving  £50  as  Private  Secretary  to  the  Native 
Minister;  and,  upon  the  question  being  sub- 
mitted to  the  Auditor-General  for  his  opinion, 
he  considered  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  not  entitled 
to  receive  any  retiring-allowance  in  respect  to 
the  £50  salary  paid  to  him  as  Private  Secretary. 
That  accounted  for  the  reduction  of  the  retiring 
allowance  from  £80  to  £64.  The  reason  why 
he  had  not  risen  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  sat  down  was  that  he  had 
already  given  all  the  information  in  his  posses- 
sion when  he  answered  the  questions  put  to 
him,  and  he  had  nothing  further  to  add  to  what 
he  then  stated. 

litr.  W.  D.  STEWABT  asked  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  saw  anything  improper 
in  the  payment. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  —  Nothing .  improper 
that  I  could  gather  from  the  papers. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  thought  that,  after 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Native  Minister,  the 
least  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata 
could  do  was  to  apologize  for  his  statements, 
and  for  the  charges  he  had  brought  against  a 
high  officer  in  the  Government  service. 

Mr.  SMITH  might  say  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  question  except  what  he  had  heard 
in  the  replies  of  the  Native  Minister  to  the 
questions  put  to  him  ;  and  why  this  matter 
should  be  brought  up  again  he  could  not  under- 
stand. He  did  know  that  the  young  man  — 
Mr.  Lewis — who  was  the  son  of  the  present 
Under-Secretary  of  the  Native  Department, 
came  into  his  district  immediately  after  he  left 
the  Service,  and  he  (Mr.  Smith)  could  say, 
from  personal  knowledge,  that  he  was  in  a  very 
delicate  state  of  health.  His  very  appearance 
showed  that  a  change  of  climate  was  necessary. 
Therefore  he  could  not  see  why  the  matter 
should  be  brought  up  for  a  third  time.  The  law 
allowed  him  this  £64,  and  surely  that  was  no 
reason  why  his  father's  name  should  be  dragged 
in  this  way  before  the  House. 
Jfr.  BcUlanee 


Mr.  PULTON  knew  nothing  about  this 
matter,  but  thought  it  was  a  very  serioiu 
question  that  charges  should  be  brought  before 
the  House  simply  on  a  motion  for  adjourameiit, 
and  without  anything  substantial  being  ad- 
duced. Charges,  especially  against  an  officer 
in  a  high  position,  ought  to  be  brouglit  forward 
only  on  notice  being  given,  and  then  the  qneo- 
tion  could  be  properly  inquired  into.  He 
thought  the  honourable  member  for  Waite- 
mata would  be  sorry  ho  had  taken  such  an 
opportunity  for  bringing  up  this  matter. 

Mr.  MONK  said  tiie  information  which  had 
been  afforded  led  him  to  think  that  there  vraa 
some  foundation  for  the  charge.  It  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  late  Native  Minister  that 
he  knew  this  young  man  was  going  to  anotha 
situation.  The  chief  reason  for  his  bringing 
the  matter  forward  was  that  he  thought  there 
should  be  some  provision  made  in  the  new 
Civil  Service  Reform  Amendment  Bill  that 
any  person  retiring  under  such  circumstances 
should  say  whether  he  was  going  to  another 
place  or  not.  He  did  not  think  the  public 
funds  were  in  such  a  flourishing  state  that  th^ 
could  afford  to  pay  retiring-allowances  in  such 
cases.  He  was  very  sorry  if  he  had  thrown  any 
slur  upon  the  gentleman  in  question,  bat  he 
could  assure  the  House  that  he  had  received 
letters  from  different  persons  on  this  matter 
who  ought  to  know  something  about  it,  and 
if  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  chajnge  he 
had  been  drawn  innocently  into  it.  There  was 
a  very  strong  feeling  amongst  a  considerable 
number  of  the  officers  of  tho  department  that 
there  had  been  intrigue  prosecuted  in  order  to 
obtain  a  retiring-allowance  for  this  young  man. 
Notwithstanding  what  had  been  said  that  after- 
noon, he  believed  that  such  a  feeling  was  very- 
strong  among  those  who  were  on  the  spot 
and  connected  with  the  department  at  the 
time  this  took  place.  Therefore  he  thought  he 
had  a  perfect  right,  on  the  insistance  of  those 
outside,  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  on 
the  subject.  It  was  a  privilege  of  those  outside 
the  House  that  they  should  be  able  to  come  to 
honourable  members,  and,  if  they  believed  that 
a  wrong  had  been  done,  through  them  to  place 
it  before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  makhag 
it  public ;  and  at  all  events  this  good  had  been 
done:  that  an  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
contradict  the  rumour ;  though  he  oould  assure 
the  House  again  that  a  belief  in  the  imputa- 
tion had  been  left  on  the  minds  of  those  who 
ought  to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  ask  if,  in 
iving  effect  to  the  regulations  respecting  the 
livil  Service,  it  was  necessary  to  inquire 
whether  a  retiring  officer  had  secured  employ- 
ment elsewhere  or  not.  He  failed  to  see  how 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  any  inqaizies 
which  would  be  of  any  effect. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  rule  was  clear 
that,  if  a  gentleman  retired  voluntarily  from 
the  Service,  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  compen- 
sation. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Government 
dispensed  with  the  office  through  no  fokult  of 
the  officer,  he  was  entitled  to  compensation. 
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^ir.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I!  he  retires  through 
illness? 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  would  have  to  be 
specially  considered,  and  would  require  on 
Order  in  Council  to  give  compensation. 

Mr.  LARNACH.  —  If  a  gentleman  retires 
from  the  Service,  it  is  no  bar  to  his  receiving 
compensation  that  he  takes  other  employment  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.—Clearly  not.  If,  how- 
over,  a  Civil  servant  went  to  the  head  of  a 
department  and  said,  *'I  wish  to  leave,"  the 
head  of  the  department  would  no  doubt  say  to 
him,  •*  I  am  very  sorry  it  is  so ;"  but  he  would 
receive  no  retiring  -  allowance.  Tbere  were 
coses  in  which  old  officers  had  retired  from  the 
service  on  account  of  ill-health,  in  which  special 
consideration  was  shown.  As  this  debate  hod 
taken  place,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  look 
into  the  matter  and  see  how  it  stood,  and 
would  inform  the  House  on  a  future  day. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wanted  to  get  at  the  regular 
rule ;  and  what  he  imaigined  was  this :  that 
when  an  officer  retired  voluntarily  from  the 
Service  lie  was  entitled  to  no  compensation, 
and  it  was  only  when  some  special  case  arose 
that  such  a  thing  was  ever  done.  It  would  bo 
objectionable  that  it  should  be  loft  to  the  head 
of  a  department  to  say  whether  compensation 
should  be  given  or  not  to  an  officer  in  his 
department  on  retirement  from  the  public  ser- 
vice to  promote  his  own  convenience,  perhaps 
to  injure  that  of  the  public;  for  very  unfair 
things  might  be  done  under  such  a  system.  He 
believed  that  the  Premier  hod  stated  the  case 
correctly — that  under  such  circumstances  an 
Order  in  Council  would  be  required.  There 
should  be  no  private  arrangement,  but  every- 
thing should  be  done  with  the  knovt  ledge  of 
the  Government.  There  should  be  a  general 
rule  under  which  a  man  with  no  friends  or 
relatives  should  have  the  same  chance  of  get- 
ting compensation  as  an  officer  of  great  personal 
influence. 

I^Iajor  ATKINSON  said  that,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  that  had  always  been  the  rule,  and  the 
beads  of  departments  looked  after  the  interest 
of  those  under  them,  whether  they  were  per- 
sons of  influence  or  not.  He  knew  that  he  had 
had  cases  of  that  kind  brought  before  him,  but 
he  could  not  recollect  the  exact  circumstances ; 
but,  as  far  as  his  memory  served  him,  nothing 
had  ever  been  done  except  in  Cabinet  and  by 
Order  in  Council. 

Sir  G.  GREY  considered  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  had  good  reason  for  what  he  had 
clone. 

Mr.  HOBBS  had  a  question  to  ask  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  It  was  not  clear  to  him 
whether  the  late  Native  Minister  was  aware 
that  this  young  man  was  offered  a  better 
salary  than  that  which  he  had  before  he  re- 
tired. 

The  subject  here  dropped. 

GOVERNMENT  BUILDINGS  OCCUPIED 
BY  OFFICIALS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBULL,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be    laid  before    this 


House  showing  the  number  of  Government 
buildings  in  the  colony  occupied  by  Govern- 
ment officials  for  which  no  consideration  as 
rent  is  paid  either  in  cash  or  as  part  of  their 
salary  (exclusive  of  the  police  and  schoolhouses). 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing — (1)  the  estimated  acreage  of 
the  Waimarino  and  other  blocks  on  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  now  being  pur- 
chased by  the  Government ;  (2)  the  number  of 
owners  on  the  certificate  of  title  for  each  of  the 
above  blocks ;  (8)  the  number  of  such  owners 
whose  shares  have  been  purchased  up  to  date ; 
(4)  the  estimated  acreage  represented  by  such 
shares ;  (5)  the  total  amount  of  payments  made 
to  the  owners  of  such  shares ;  (6)  the  names  of 
agents  employed  in  making  the  above  pur- 
chases ;  (7)  the  amounts  paid  to  each  of  such 
agents,  and  the  basis  upon  which  such  pay- 
ments have  been  made,  whether  acreage,  per- 
centage, or  otherwise. 

POINT  RESOLUTION. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  G.  GREY,  it  was 
ordered,  That  all  papers  connected  with  the 
taking  of  five  acres  of  land  for  alleged  battery 
purposes  at  Point  Resolution,  Auckland,  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

R.  WIGMORE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CADMAN,  a  return 
was  ordered  showing  in  detail  the  amount  of 
moneys   paid  to  R.   Wigmore,   J.P.,  Mercury 
Bay,  during  the  past  five  years. 

PROPERTY-TAX  OFFICIAL  BONUSES,  Ac. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GOLDIE,  a  return  was 
ordered  showing  the  amounts  received  in  excess 
of  salary  by  the  Property-tax  Commissioner  and 
the  Deputy  Property-tax  Commissioner,  either 
by  way  of  bonus  or  travelling-allowancps,  for 
the  two  years  ending  SOth  September,  1887. 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 
On  the  motion  oi  Mr.  IZARD,  it  was  ordered, 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  show- 
ing the  number  of  private  schools  which,  at  the 
end  of  last  year,  nad  from  twenty  to  thirty, 
from  thirty  to  forty,  from  forty  to  fifty,  and 
fifty  and  more  pupils  respectively,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  in  each  class  of  schools. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BILL. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Committee  in 
this  Bill  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  41. 
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Feldwick 
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Barron 

Fish 

Kerr 
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Bruce 

Grimmond 

Marchant 

Buxton 

Hobbs 

McGregor 

Cadman 

Jackson 

McKenzie,  J 
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Ormond  Smith  TumbuU 

Parata  Steward,  W.  J.  Walker 

Richardson,  E.  Stewart,  W.  D.  Ward. 
Robs  Taylor  Tellers, 

Samuel  Thompson,  R.    Hutchison 

Scddon  Thompson,  T.    Valentine. 

Noes,  22. 

Mills  Tanner 

Mitchelson  Whyte 

Pearson  Wilson 

Reeves,  W.  P.  Withy. 
Rhodes 

Russell  Tellers. 

Seymour  Fulton 

Newman. 


Allen 

Atkinson 

Buchanan 

Fisher 

Hall 

Izard 

Macarthur 

Mackenzie,  M.  S.-'Menteath 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Perceval  Fergus 

Vogel.  Richardson,  G.  F. 

Majority  for,  19. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  wished  to  state  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  this  Bill.  That  day 
lie  had  received  a  petition — which  he  would 
presently  read — accompanied  by  the  following 
letter  :— 

"  Wangonui,  16tli  November,  1887. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  herewith  a  petition 
from  the  ratepayers  of  the  County  of  Wanga- 
nui  against  the  Wanganui  Harbour  Rating 
Bill,  and  have  to  request,  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council,  that  you  will  kindly  present 
the  same.  If  you  can  see  your  way  to  sup- 
porting the  prayer  of  the  said  i)etition  you  will 
confer  a  great  favour  on  those  ratepayers  who 
have  signed  it,  and  bo  doing  good  service  to  our 
county  as  a  whole,  and  to  the  country  gene- 
rally. I  may  tell  you  that  if  wo  had  had  one 
more  day  in  which  to  get  signatures  we  should 
have  got  nearly  all  the  names  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  county,  with  the  exception  of 
those  who  are  ratepayers  in  virtue  of  holding 
quarter-acre  sections  in  the  several  small  town- 
ships within  the  county,  many  of  whom  reside  | 
in  the  Borough  of  Wanganui.  Of  the  farmers  | 
or  ordinary  settlers  not  more  than  half  a  dozen 
are  in  favour  of  the  Bill  now  before  your  House. 
If  the  Bill  is  carried  it  will  mean  that  from 
80  to  90  per  centum  of  the  rate  will  be  ex- 
torted from  those  who  are  opposed  to  it,  as  far 
as  our  county  is  concerned.  As  the  Bill  comes 
on  for  third  reading  to-morrow,  I  must  hurry 
this  away  at  onco. — I  have,  &c., 

"D.   G.   POLSON, 

"Chairman  of  County  Council. 
"J.G.Wilson,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Wellington." 
He  would  now  read  the  petition  which  had 
been  signed  by  107  ratepayers  of  the  County  of 
Wanganui.  [Petition  read.]  For  the  reasons 
set  forth  in  that  petition,  and  in  order  that 
there  might  be  further  time  for  consideration, 
he  should  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation    of  the  vote  which  he  had   just 


given,  and  as  to  his  action  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion in  regard  to  this  Bill.  He  did  not  record 
his  vote  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and, 
he  might  say,  mainly  for  two  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  he  had  some  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the 
measure  would  not  offer  any  very  violent  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  which  he  indicated  his 
intention  of  moving  when  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee ;  and  also— and  this  had  a  good  deal 
of  weight  with  him — the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  alleged  that  a  Inrgo  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers in  his  eloctoniie  were  in  favour  of  the 
measure.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Bruce)  thought  it  must 
bo  recognised  that  such  an  assertion  must 
have  had  very  great  weight  in  the  House.  He 
(Mr.  Bruce)  could  not  vote  for  the  measure, 
because  ho  believed  then  and  now  that  if  this 
money  were  rai.<%ed  and  spent  in  the  manner 
suggested  it  would  be  entirely  wasted,  and  that  ' 
that  would  be  placing  a  very  heavy  burden 
indeed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  taxpaj-ers  of  i 
the  Waitotara  Electorate,  for  which  they  would  | 
not  thank  them  ever  so  little  in  years  to  come, 
even  if  thej'  wanted  it  now.  For  these  reasons 
he  did  not  vote.  Since  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  he  had  been  informed  on  very  high 
authority  indeed  —  upon  the  authority  of  ft 
gentleman  resident  in  the  Waitotara  Elec- 
torate— that,  in  his  opinion,  four-fifths  of  the 
ratepayers  in  that  electorate  were  hostile  to 
this  measure.  —  (No.)  —  Honourable  members 
said  No ;  but  he  thought  he  could  go  a  long 
way  in  substantiation  of  the  statement.  The  ! 
County  Councils  of  Wanganui  and  Waitotam 
were  both  opposed  to  the  measure,  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  he  might  reasonably  supiH>^c  that  j 
the  County  Councils  represented  the  feelings  of 
the  ratcpavers  on  this  question. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara  said  No,  but  he  (^Ir.  Bruce) 
thought  that  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  such  was  the  case.  Ho  did  not  think 
any  reasonable  member  of  the  House  would 
deny  that  such  was  the  case ;  and  he  himself 
had  had  the  honour,  since  the  second  read- 
ing, of  presenting  a  petition  to  the  House,  i 
signed  by  fifty-four  ratepayers,  praying  that 
the  measure  might  not  i)ass  the  House.  Now, 
he  admitted  that  it  was  owing  to  his  action 
that  this  measure  did  not  pass  the  third  read- 
ing a  week  ago ;  and  his  reason  for  protesting 
against  the  passage  of  the  Bill  on  that  day  wsis 
this  :  He  had  been  advised  that  several  peti- 
tions were  in  the  course  of  signature  in  the 
Waitotara  Electorate  against  the  measure- 
two  from  the  Wanganui  and  Waitotara  County 
Councils,  and  two  more  from  the  ratepayers  of 
the  district.  Now,  these  petitions  did  not  come 
in  time,  and  he  believed  the  rea«;on  for  it  was 
that  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  promotion 
of  them  did  not  believe  they  would  arrive  here 
in  time  to  be  given  effect  to,  or  rather  to  have 
an  effect.  He  considered  that  he  was  perfectly 
justified  in  the  action  he  took  on  that  occasion, 
because  he  thought  it  was  perfectly  right  on  his 
part  that  the  other  side  of  the  case  should  be 
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presented,  and  evexy  possible  light  thiown  on  the 
measnie,  so  that  honourable  members  would  be 
enabled  to  give  an  intelligent  vote  jon  the  ques- 
tion. He  knew  perfectly  well  that  on  these  local 
questions  there  was  a  lamentable  amount  of 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  honourable  members 
generally.  Only  a  very  few,  who  were  directly 
interested,  appeared  to  know  anything  of  the 
merits  of  the  case.  So  that  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  the  action  he  took.  He  voted  for 
the  amendments  in  the  recent  division,  and  if 
a  division  was  called  for  on  the  third  reading 
he  certainly  must  vote  against  the  measure. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  felt  sure  that  so  much  ignor- 
ance prevailed  with  regard  to  this  measure 
that  a  debate  on  the  third  reading  would  be  of 
very  great  advantage.  He  felt  so  strongly  about 
this  question  of  Harbour  Board  loans  that  be- 
fore he  sat  down  he  should  move  that  this  Bill 
be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three  months. 
Wanganui  was  a  place  about  four  miles  up  the 
river,  and  already  something  like  £60,000  had 
been  spent  on  improvements  on  this  river,  with 
the  effect,  so  far,  of  loading  the  country  with  a 
considerable  amount  of^  debt,  of  taxing  a  num- 
ber of  people,  and  of  doing  no  good  whatever  to 
the  country.  Under  this  Bill  it  was  proposed 
to  spend  another  £40,000 — to  throw  it  into  the 
gutter,  with  the  same  utterly  useless  object, 
because  it  was  shown  that  the  silt  was  gradu- 
ually  increasing  at  the  bridge  across  the  river, 
and  that  the  river,  instead  of  being  bettered  by 
the  work,  was  absolutely  shallower.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  English  vessels  half-laden  used 
to  get  up  to  the  wharf,  but  now  it  was  only 
snaall  craft  that  could  got  so  far. 

The  hour  of  half- past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

DIVORCE  BILL. 
Mr.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Divorce  Extension  and  Amend- 
ment Bill  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  longer  than  I  can  avoid ;  but  I  feel  that 
the  question  is  one  of  such  great  importance, 
and  any  alteration  of  the  law  in  regard  to  it  is 
hkely  to  seriously  affect  the  happiness  of  so 
many  people,  that  it  would  not  be  right  for 
me  to  avoid  dealing  with  the  subject  some- 
what fully,  and'  treating  not  only  of  the  law 
as  it  at  present  stands,  and  the  amendments 
I  propose  to  introduce,  but  also  of  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  such  amendments,  and  what 
may  possibly  be  adduced  as  arguments  against 
them.  The  law  as  it  at  present  stands  is 
embodied  in  an  Act  passed  in  1867  and 
amended  in  1881.  By  that  law  a  husband  or 
wife  may  obtain  a  judicial  separation  on  ac- 
count of  infidelity ;  but  only  a  husband  can 
obtain  a  decree  of  dissolution  of  the  marriage 
for  it.  There  is  therefore  a  great  inequality 
in  the  position  of  the  two  parties  in  that 
respect.  I  think  the  law  now  in  force  pro- 
vides amply  for  making  provision  for  the  bene- 
fit of  children,  and  also  for  the  procedure  in 
matrimonial  causes ;  and  it  is  only,  therefore,  to 
the  extension  of  the  Act  and,  to  some  little  ex- 
tent, to  the  amendment  of  the  procedure  that  I 
have  directed  this  measure.    The  provisions  of 

VOL.  LVIIL-». 


Part  I.  of  the  Act  of  1867  are,  shortly,  to  this 
effect :  The  husband  may  petition  for  dissolu- 
tion of  marriage  in  case  of  the  infidelity  of  the 
wife.  A  wife  may  petition  for  dissolution  of 
marriage  only  if  the  infidelity  of  her  husband 
has  been  accompanied  by  the  commission  of 
some  one  or  more  of  a  list  of  offences  which  are 
mentioned  in  section  18  of  the  Act,  but  which 
I  cannot  read  under  present  circumstances; 
but  honourable  members  who  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  matter  may  see  them  on  referring  to 
the  section.  That  list  does  include  deser- 
tion, but  only  when  coupled  with  infidelity, 
so  that  at  the  present  time  a  man  may 
desert  his  wife  for  any  length  of  time  and 
it  does  not  give  her  the  right  to  petition  for 
dissolution  of  marriage.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  a  wife  deserting  her  husband — he, 
equally,  has  no  means  of  relief.  I  think  honour- 
able members  will  agree  with  me  that  that  is  a 
very  great  hardship  indeed,  and  I  am  sure  that 
every  honourable  member  has  known  cases  in 
which  this  hardship  is  and  has  been  for  many 
years  keenly  felt.  The  most  important  part  of 
the  measure  I  have  now  the  honour  to  introduce 
is  that  giving  the  power  to  either  husband 
or  TTife,  after  being  deserted  for  a  number  of 
years,  to  apply  for  a  divorce.  The  term  I  have 
suggested  here  is  three  years,  but  of  course  it 
will  be  open  for  the  House  in  Committee  to 
decide  what  the  period  shall  be,  as  it  may  think 
proper.  Sir,  I  will  first  deal  with  the  question 
of  desertion,  which  I  consider  to  be  the  most 
important,  and  state  what  I  believe  are  con- 
clusive reasons  why  we  should  adopt  this  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  law.  At  the  present 
time  neither  the  husband  nor  the  wife  can  get 
a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  desertion,  no  matter 
how  many  years  may  have  elapsed  since  the 
desertion  took  place.  If  a  man  leaves  his  wife 
and  the  country  and  is  never  heard  of  a^rain 
the  wife  has  no  remedy  as  to  divorce.  After 
seven  years  of  desertion  the  wife  deserted  may 
marry  again,  but,  if  afterwards  the  first  hus- 
band returns,  he  can  claim  his  wife  and  force 
her  to  return  to  him — can  cause  her  second 
marriage  to  be  no  marriage,  can  illegitimatise 
her  children  —  in  fact,  can  add  still  further 
to  the  enormous  injustice  he  has  already 
done  to  her  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
is  true  that  she  cannot  be  prosecuted  for 
bigamy  if  she  can  show  that  she  has  been 
deserted  for  seven  years  without  knowing 
whether  her  husband  is  alive  or  not.  But 
that  is  only  a  very  small  protection,  and 
she  is  in  as  bad  a  position  as  can  well  be 
imagined.  She  can  have  no  more  affection 
for  the  man  who  has  deserted  her,  she  can- 
not claim  the  children  of  her  new  marriage 
as  her  own,  she  must  part  from  a  man  who 
may  have  treated  her  as  a  husband  should  do, 
and  she  is  looked  down  upon  by  all  her  friends 
and  relations,  and  all  through  no  fault  of  her 
own,  but  simply  because  she  has  been  deserted 
by  a  worthless  husband.  Now,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  in  no  civilised  country  should  such  a 
state  of  things  be  allowed  to  continue  any 
longer  than  possible,  and  these  are  circum- 
Btances  which  urgently  call  fox  the  attention  of 
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the  Legislature.  Then,  again,  the  wife,  at  the 
present  time,  hoe  no  power  to  oh  tain  a  divorce 
for  her  husband's  adultery.  She  cannot  obtain 
a  divorce  although  her  husband  is  notoriously 
unfaithful  to  her,  although  he  may  even  bring 
his  infidelity  imder  her  notice  day  by  day  even 
within  her  very  house,  for  that  is  not  such 
*•  cruelty  "  as,  under  the  present  law,  would 
entitle  her  to  a  divorce.  I  can  scarcely  imagine 
a  more  cruel  or  unjust  state  of  the  law  than 
that,  and  I  think  that  any  woman  who  is  ex- 
posed to  such  cruel  treatment  is  entitled  to 
our  sympathy  and  our  aid,  and  should  have  a 
right  to  apply  to  the  Courts  of  the  country 
for  a  dissolution  of  that  tie  which  has  been 
so  shamefully  broken  by  her  husband,  and 
that  wo  should  extend  to  the  woman  the  same 
right  to  relief  as  is  now  extended  to  the  man. 
When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  by  any  means  say 
that  I  think,  in  all  cases,  women  would  seek 
such  relief.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  thou- 
sands of  cases  women  will  put  up  with  this 
great  wrong  without  ever  asking  for  relief  from 
the  Court.  The  very  superiority  of  her  affec- 
tions, her  love  for  her  children,  her  distaste  for 
publicity  and  notoriety,  will  often  restrain  her 
from  asking  for  the  relief  which  the  Court 
would  afiord  her.  But  I  do  think  the  remedy 
should  be  open  to  her ;  our  Courts  should  be 
open  to  her  to  go  and  ask  for  redress  for  one  of 
the  greatest  of  wrongs.  I  would  point  out  to 
the  House  this  feature  of  the  law  of  divorce : 
that  it  does  not  provide  punishment  for  the 
offence ;  its  object  is  to  afford  relief  to  the  party 
against  whom  the  offence  has  been  committed. 
It  is  therefore  a  principle  of  the  divorce  law 
that  a  petition  for  relief  must  be  lodged  by  the 
party  who  has  been  offended  against;  and, 
indeed,  nothing  could  be  more  unwise  or  hurt- 
ful to  society  than  to  allow  the  law  to  be  such 
that  the  offence  of  either  party  should  ipso  facto 
give  the  other  party  divorce.  That  is  not  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  nor  is  it  proposed  to 
make  it  so  by  this  Bill.  It  is  necessaiy  that 
the  party  offended  against  shall  make  a  distinct 
application  to  the  Court,  and  shall  show  the 
causes  for  which  divorce  is  desired ;  and  there 
are  long  proceedings  necessary  before  a  divorce 
can  be  granted.  Sufficient  time  is  allowed  the 
party  applying  to  consider  whether  he  or  she 
really  does  desire  the  dissolution  of  the  mar- 
riage, sufficient  time  to  consider  whether,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  better  to 
forgive  and  forget  the  past  and  condone  the 
offence  than  to  proceed  to  the  extreme  step 
of  obtaining  a  dissolution  of  marriage.  But  I 
do  think  that,  after  such  proceedings,  after  full 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
after  allowing  time  for  the  intervention  of  the 
friends  of  the  parties,  then,  if  the  party  who 
has  been  wronged  still  persists  in  seeking  the 
relief  of  the  Court,  it  should  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Court  to  afford  it.  Sir,  there  is  another 
clause  of  the  Bill  which  is  also  of  great  import- 
ance.   It  is  subsection  (2)  of  section  2  : — 

*'  That  the  respondent,  being  the  husband, 

has,  by  continued  habits  of  drunkenness  during 

two  years  and  upwards  before  the  presentation 

of  the  petition,  habitually  left  his  wife  without 

Mr,  Samuel 


the  means  of  support,  or  habitually  been  guilty 
of  cruelty  towards  her;  or  that  the  respon- 
dent, being  the  wife,  has,  by  such  habits  for  % 
like  period,  habitually  neglected  her  domestic 
duties  or  rendered  herself  unfit  to  discharge 
them.'* 

Now,  I  consider  that,  also,  would  be  a  veiy 
good  provision  indeed  to  add  to  our  divorce 
law.  It  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  every 
honourable  member  that  there  ore  in  every 
community,  however  small,  frequent  instances 
of  men  who,  through  falling  into  intemperate 
habits,  have  neglected  the  duties  cast  upon 
them,  in  which  they  have  failed  to  provide  for 
their  wives  and  families,  in  which  the  wivn 
have  had  to  toil  for  years  to  earn  not  only  food 
for  themselves  and  their  children,  but  also  for 
their  intemperate  husbands.  These  are  casa 
such  as  should  evoke  our  sympathy,  and  slso 
demand  our  redress.  I  think  it  should  never 
be  permitted  that  a  poor  woman  should  be 
forced  to  go  on  straggling  vear  after  year,  see- 
ing her  husband  sink  further  and  further  into 
intemperance,  she  slaving  yesur  after  year,  at 
the  expense  of  her  health,  to  provide  berielf 
and  her  children,  and  often  the  husband, 
with  food.  I  say  it  is  wrong  that,  after 
thus  sacrificing  herself  for  years,  she  ahoold 
have  no  means  of  relief  —  that  she  shoold 
have  no  moons  of  escape  from  her  miseiy.  I 
say  there  should  be  some  provision  for  giving 
her  the  possibility  of  terminating  her  wretched- 
ness and  wrong-suffering.  She  should  be  en- 
titled to  say,  **  I  have  tried  for  years  to  reclaim 
you — I  have  sacrificed  myself,  I  have  worked 
very  hard  for  bread,  I  have  seen  my  home 
broken  up  time  after  time,  and  all  thiDO^ 
your  intemperance ;  and  now  it  is  time  this  tie 
should  be  dissolved."  I  think  this  is  one  of 
the  greatest  boons  that  could  be  conferred  on 
unfortunate  suffering  fellow  -  creatures.  All 
honourable  members,  too,  have  probably  knotm 
less  frequent  cases  of  women  being  addicted  to 
intemperance,  and  where  unfortunate  men, 
honest,  sober,  and  hard-working,  have  had  their 
homes  made  wretched  to  them,  have  bad 
their  children  neglected,  and  themselves  forced 
into  temptation  and  misery,  all  through  having 
intemperate  wives.  I  think  they,  too,  should 
have  the  right  to  demand  relief,  and  this  BOl 
proposes  to  give  relief  to  men  who  have  drunken 
wives  as  well  as  to  women  who  have  drunken 
husbands.  Another  clause  of  this  Bill  is  one 
to  allow  either  husband  or  wife  to  present  a 
petition  for  dissolution  of  marriage  on  the 
ground — 

**  That  the  respondent  is,  and  for  not  less  than 
twelve  months  oefore  the  presentation  of  the 
petition  has  been,  imprisoned  for  some  crime, 
under  sentence,  or  a  commuted  sentence,  for  a 
term  of  seven  years  or  upwards ;  or,  being  a 
husband,  has,  by  frequent  convictions  for  crime, 
habitually  left  his  wife  without  the  means  of 
support." 

Kow,  that  is,  if  possible,  a  worse  offence  on 
the  part  of  a  man  than  that  of  mere  desertion. 
It  is  true  that  in  such  a  case  the  man  may  not 
desire  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife.  He  may 
be  affectionate  and  kindly  towacds  her,  and, 
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difteiing  in  this  from  a  case  of  desertion,  he 
may  not  wish  to  leave  her.  But  he  has  com- 
mitted an  offence  against  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try— he  has  incurred  the  penalty  which  means 
separation  from  her  for  years ;  and  the  same 
argument  which  I  have  used  with  regard  to 
desertion  applies,  I  think,  in  this  case.  No 
woman  should  be  allowed  to  be, — and  I  think 
no  honourable  member  will  differ  from  me  in 
this, — against  her  will,  separated  from  her  hus- 
band for  years  without  the  power  of  forming 
new  ties.  We  all  know  what  human  nature  is ; 
we  all  know  how  men  and  women  are  likely  to 
deteriorate  unless  they  have  the  comforts  and 
pleasures  of  married  life ;  and.  Sir,  I  think  we 
may,  without  unduly  interfering  with  those 
ties  which  are  the  surest  foundation  for  the 
well-being  of  the  nation,  allow  persons  who 
have  thus  been  deprived  of  the  society  and 
companionship  of  their  consorts  to  form  new 
ties;  and  therefore  I  propose  that  the  law 
shall  allow  persons  who  are  so  circumstanced 
to  have  recourse  to  the  Court  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  them  from  the  misfortune  under 
which  they  are  suffering.  Subsection  (4)  makes 
it  a  ground  of  petition — 

**  That  the  respondent  has,  within  six  months 
previously  to  the  presentation  of  the  petition, 
been  convicted  of  an  assault  upon  the  peti- 
tioner inflicting  actual  bodily  harm,  or  of  having 
attempted  to  murder  the  petitioner,  or  of  having 
assaulted  the  petitioner  with  intent  to  inflict 
grievous  bodily  harm,  or  that  the  respondent 
has  repeatedly,  during  such  period,  assaulted 
and  cruelly  beaten  the  petitioner." 

Now,  Sir,  that  also  seems  to  be  an  unanswer- 
able position.  That  a  man  and  woman  should 
be  tied  together  when  the  one  has  assaulted 
or  attempted  to  murder  the  other  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  most  outrageous  state  for  the  law  to 
be  in — to  be  unworthy  of  a  civilised  com- 
munity ;  and  I  do  trust  that  this  provision  will 
ceceive  the  sanction  of  the  House — if  this  Bill 
is  to  pass  at  all — for  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the 
most  important  provisions  of  the  Bill.  The 
6th  subsection  is  as  follows : — 

"That  the  respondent  is  incurably  insane, 
and  has  been  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum 
within  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  for  the 
space  of  not  less  than  three  years  continuously 
before  the  presentation  of  the  petition." 

That  also  follows  the  same  principle  that  a 
man  and  woman  should  not  be  for  a  long  time 
tied  to  each  other  under  circumstances  which 
have  none  of  the  advantages  of  married  life. 
And,  Sir,  speaking  -generally  as  to  the  leading 
principle  of  this  Bill,  I  would  submit  that  the 
evils  which  its  provisions  refer  to  are  of  such  a 
nature  that,  if  we  have  at  heart  the  well-being 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  we  must  take  notice  of 
and  endeavour  to  remove  them.  Not  only  on 
the  persons  themselves,  but  on  their  children, 
do  these  evils  entail  great  misery  and  suffer- 
ing, and  great  deterioration  of  character.  Can 
we  imagine  two  persons  living  together  quar- 
relling perpetually;  the  one  assaulting  the 
other,  and  then  being  dragged  before  the 
Court,  and  being  punished  by  imprisonment, 
only  to  return  once  more  to  his  wife  to  ill-use 


her— can  we  imagine,  I  ask,  children  growing 
up  imder  such  a  state  of  things  without  being 
injured  in  their  character,  without  being  de- 
moralised ?  I  think  it  is  impossible.  Do  we 
not  know  of  women,  perhaps  of  not  much 
strength  of  character,  deserted  by  their  hus- 
bands, or  whose  husbands  are  in  gaol,  being 
persecuted  and  solicited  perpetually  by  other 
men,  without  the  remedy,  the  strongest  remedy 
which  a  single  woman  has,  of  being  able  to 
say  to  the  man  who  professes  to  love  her,  "  If 
these  assertions  are  true,  if  these  vows  are 
real,  why  do  you  not  marry  me  ?  "  I  say,  can 
we  not  imagine  a  woman  being  persecuted  in 
that  way,  and  having  no  protection ;  and  can 
we  not  see  that  such  a  woman  deserves  the 
assistance  of  this  House  by  being  given  that 
which  is  her  natural  protection?  With  re- 
gard to  insanity,  it  has  been  urged,  and  may 
be  urged  by  many  at  the  present  time,  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  ill-treatment  may  be 
used  by  the  husband  towards  the  wife  or  by 
the  wife  towards  the  husband  in  order  to  induce 
that  insanity — that  a  long  course  of  ill-treat- 
ment may  result  in  insanity,  and  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  put  this  goal  before  a  man  or 
woman,  that  by  persecuting  his  or  her  partner 
he  or  she  may  get  rid  of  the  marriage- tie.  If 
that  is  urged  by  any  one,  is  not  this  a  con- 
clusive answer :  If  the  feelings  of  the  one  to 
the  other  are  so  strong  as  that,  if  the  wicked- 
ness of  one  is  so  strong,  is  it  not  better  that 
there  should  be  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage- 
tie,  and  that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to 
live  together  ?  If  the  feeling  is  so  strong  that 
one  would  so  calmly  and  coolly,  for  years,  as 
it  must  be,  endeavour  to  force  the  other  into 
madness,  will  not  that  same  spirit  also  induce 
an  attempt  to  murder?  and  is  it  not  better 
to  have  some  provision  for  the  dissolution  of 
the  marriage-tie  than  to  force  such  persons  to 
extremities  in  their  wickedness  ?  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  is  a  conclusive  answer  to  that 
objection.  There  is  another  objection  which 
may  be  raised — that  is,  that  such  legislation  as 
this  weakens  the  marriage-tie,  and  that  there- 
fore persons  will  be  more  ready  to  rush  into 
marriage  without  due  consideration  when  they 
know  that  it  will  be  easier  than  it  is  now  to 
sever  that  tie  at  some  future  time.  But  I 
must  confess  that  to  me  such  an  objection  ap- 
pears childish.  Can  we  suppose  that  persons 
marrying  would  think  of  such  a  thing  at  all,  or 
that,  if  they  did,  they  would  regard  as  "  easy  " 
conditions  under  which,  in  the  event  of  their 
taking  advantage  of  them,  they  must  banish 
themselves  from  their  country  and  their  friends 
for  a  space  of  at  least  three  yeajrs,  remainmg 
married  all  the  time  ?  It  seems  to  me  quite 
ridiculous.  I  cannot  for  an  instant  imagine 
that  that  could  possibly  induce  persons  to 
marry  who  would  not  marry  now.  Is  it 
possible  that  a  man  would  be  influenced  by 
the  consideration  of  a  remedy  which  involved 
his  leaving  his  home,  his  friends,  and  his  coun- 
try for  three  years? — is  it  possible  that  the 
knowledge  of  such  a  remedy  would  lessen  his 
sense  of  responsibility  in  entering  into  the 
marriage-tie  ?    Certainly  not.    It  seems  to  me 
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inconceivable.  Where  then,  I  ask  again,  can 
the  objection  be  to  the  proposal  that  I  bring 
forward  ?  If  there  are  religious  objections  I  do 
not  propose  to  deal  with  them  now.  But  I  will 
say  this :  that  I  believe  that  the  highest  duty  we 
have  in  this  world  is  to  endeavour  to  make  our 
fellow-creatures  as  happy  as  we  can,  and  that, 
if  we  see  misery,  it  is  our  duty  to  endeavour 
to  relieve  it.  That  is  the  highest  duty  in  a 
religious  sense,  as  in  other  senses,  and  I  can 
conceive  nothing  that  is  better,  in  any  sense 
of  the  word,  than  to  try  to  relieve  the  misfor- 
tunes which  we  see  around  us.  I  deny  at  once 
that  it  can  in  any  way  be  deemed  irreligious 
to  remedy,  or  to  lessen,  the  temptations  to 
wickedness  which  these  misfortunes  inevitably 
entail.  The  other  provisions  in  the  Bill  are 
not  of  so  important  a  nature,  as  they  neces- 
sarily follow  upon  the  other  changes  which  I 
propose.    The  Srd  clause  provides, — 

"  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  the  petitioner's 
own  habits  or  conduct  induced  or  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  wrong  complained  of,  the  peti- 
tion may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  be 
dismissed ;  but  in  all  other  cases,  if  the  Court 
is  satisfied  that  the  case  of  the  petitioner  is 
proved,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  to  pro- 
nounce a  decree  dissolving  the  marriage,  sub- 
ject, nevertheless,  to  such  provisions  for  the 
temporary  suspension  of  such  decree  as  it  re- 
spects both  or  one  of  the  parties  as  the  Court 
shall  under  the  circumstances  think  proper." 

Honourable  members  will  notice  that  the 
principle  of  the  divorce  law  is  to  allow  a  hus- 
band or  wife  to  present  a  petition,  but  that 
the  granting  of  the  petition  is  left  absolutely 
within  the  discretion  of  the  Court.  It  is  always 
for  the  Court  to  satisfy  itself  not  only  that  the 
grounds  of  the  petition  are  fully  proved,  but 
also  that  there  are  no  circumstances  in  the 
case  that  render  it  unfair  or  inequitable  that 
the  relief  sought  should  be  granted.  And,  if  the 
wrong  complained  of  has  been  either  induced, 
or  largely  contributed  to,  by  the  petitioner,  the 
Oourt  is,  by  this  section,  not  only  empowered, 
but  required,  to  refuse  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  Then,  by  the  law  as  it  at  present 
stands  notice  is  required  from  the  petitioner  for 
divorce  to  the  Attorney- General,  in  order  that 
he  may  intervene  if  there  appears  to  be  any 
collusion ;  and  by  the  law  very  full  and  com- 
plete power  is  given  for  preventing  any  immoral 
action  or  any  improper  use  being  made  of  this 
power  of  divorce.  It  will  only  be  necessary  for 
me  to  refer  honourable  members  to  the  sections 
in  the  Act  of  1867,  and  for  them  to  look  them 
up,  if  they  have  any  doubt  upon  the  subject ; 
but  I  should  say,  before  I  sit  down,  that  ample 
power  is  also  given  for  requiring  provision  to 
be  made  for  the  wife  if  necessair,  even  if  she 
be  guilty,  and  for  the  children  of  the  marriage. 
The  Court  has  the  whole  of  the  circumstances 
before  it,  and  can  take  cognisance  of  the  whole 
of  the  property  of  either  party,  and  can  make 
full  provision  for  the  wife  and  for  the  children, 
and  deal  between  the  parties  in  any  and  every 
respect  in  the  fullest  degree.  Therefore  no 
objection  can  be  made  on  that  score  to  enabling 
people  more  easily  and  readily  -to  obtain  di- 
Mr,  Samuel 


vorce  than  at  present,  because  due  pioriaan 
will  be  made  for  children,  as  it  is  made  now. 
The  4th  clause  merely  removes  a  teehnioiil 
difficulty  which  now  exists  in  the  Divofoe 
Court.  There  is  power  given  for  service  on 
the  Attorney-General ;  but  the  Act,  which  has 
substituted  to  a  great  extent  the  Solidkoi^ 
General  for  the  Attorney-General,  is  incom- 
plete, inasmuch  as,  whilst  it  is  clear  that 
the  Solicitor-General  may  "  do  and  perform  *' 
that  which  the  Attorney  -  General  may  "do 
and  perform,"  it  is  not  so  clear  that  he  may 
**  suffer ;"  and,  as  the  service  of  a  petition  upon 
him  is  not  an  act  of  "doing"  or  "perform- 
ing," but  rather  of  "  suffering,"  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  present  law  suffices  to  pennit 
service  upon  the  Solicitor-General  in  lien  of  the 
Attorney-General.  The  4th  clause  removes 
that  difficulty.    The  5th  clause  provides, — 

"  The  Court  may  in  any  suit,  at  any  stage 
thereof,  and  from  time  to  time,  make  an  oider 
forbidding  the  publication  of  the  evidence  there^ 
in,  either  as  to  the  whole  or  portiona  tiiereof. 
until  after  judgment  has  been  pronounced ;  and 
the  breach  of  any  such  order  may  be  dealt  with 
as  for  contempt  of  Court." 

Honourable  members  will  noto  that  this  pro- 
hibits publication  only  until  after  judgment 
has  boon  pronomiced.  It  does  not  in  any  waj 
make  the  proceedings  unduly  secret,  or  prevent 
the  light  of  day  shining  upon  them,  or  prevent 
people  finding  out  if  anything  improper  is  going 
on  in  the  Courts ;  but  the  Judge  may  order  that 
publication  shall  not  proceed  until  judgment  is 
pronounced,  so  as  to  prevent  those  demoralising 
publications  which  in  other  countries  have 
become  a  standing  disgrace.  The  only  other 
section  to  which  I  need  refer  is  really  mon 
declaratory  of  the  law  than  an  amendment  of  it 
Under  the  present  law  it  has  been  held — and 
I  believe  it  is  sound  law — that  no  person  can 
marry  legally  for  three  months  after  the  decree 
absolute  has  been  pronounced ;  but  I  have  known 
many  persons  who  have  married  within  the 
three  months,  and  their  marriages  are  therefoie 
illegal.  There  are,  I  am  certain,  many  persons 
throughout  New  Zealand  in  that  position,  vrfao 
have  been  led  into  the  mistake  through  the 
original  Act  not  being  sufficiently  explicit.  It 
is  therefore  better  that  we  should  have  it 
clearly  laid  down  here  that,  "Notwithstanding 
the  granting  of  a  decree  absolute  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  a  marriage,  neither  the  petitioner  nor 
respondent  shall  be  at  liberty  to  marry  again  for 
the  space  of  three  calendar  months  thereafter." 
Three  calendar  months  is  prescribed  by  the  Act 
of  1867  to  allow  an  opportunity  of  appeal,  and  it 
is  well  to  keep  this  provision  as  a  sa^guaid 
against  divorces  being  improperly  granted. 
The  7th  clause  only  incorporates  previous  Acts. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer,  but  I  ex- 
press the  hope  that  honourable  members  will 
apply  themselves  to  this  question  with  a  de- 
sire to  alleviate  the  sufferings  which  exist 
throughout  New  Zealand.  I  brought  this 
subject  forward  two  sessions  ago,  and  during 
the  last  three  years  I  have  always  ventilated 
it.  Copies  of  the  Bill  were  sent  throughont 
New  Zealand,  and  I  have  neyer  seen  it  on- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1887.] 


Divorce  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Divorce  BiU. 


458 


&i>voiirabIy  oommented  on  in  any  paper.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  received  hundreds  of 
letters  from  all  parts  of  New  Zealand  from  per- 
sons suffering  under  the  evils  which  this  Bill 
will  remedy.  The  evils  are  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  sufierers  cannot  send  up  petitions  to 
this  House  for  relief,  and  the  misfortunes  are 
so  secret  that  no  persons  sufieriog  will  disclose 
them  publicly  unless  with  the  certainty  of  relief 
being  granted.  I  ask  honourable  members  to 
believe  that  this  is  a  subject  of  very  great  im- 
portance— a  subject  in  which  very  many  people 
tiiJce  the  deepest  interest ;  and  that  many  who 
are  now  suffering  are  looking  to  this  House  for 
relief.  I  trust  the  Bill  will  be  road  a  second 
time;  and  if  it  goes  into  Committee  I  shall 
be  willing  to  assent  to  any  alterations  that  do 
not  affect  the  vital  principles.  I  hope  honour- 
able members  will  not  vote  for  the  Bill,  or  for 
any  alteration  of  it,  unless  they  believe  it  is  for 
the  good  of  their  fellow-creatures,  but,  if  they 
believe  it  is  for  the  good  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tores,  that  they  will  do  their  best  to  enable  the 
Bill  to  pass. 

Sir  J.  V06EL.— I  regret  to  say  that  I  shall 
have  to  offer  to  this  measure  the  strongest 
opposition.  I  am  sorry  to  do  so,  because  I 
know  the  honourable  member  has  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  this  matter,  and  is  very 
strongly  impressed  with  the  justice  of  the  mea- 
sure. I  presume  that  this  is  a  question  of  a 
non-political  character,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  taking  no  action  as  a  Government 
npon  it.  In  fact,  it  is  one  of  those  measures 
wnich  require  to  be  considered  essentially  on 
their  merits.  The  first  strong  objection  I  shall 
raise  to  the  Bill  is  that  it  will  still  more  greatly 
disturb  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  marriage- 
laws  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  a  matter  for  vezy  great  regret 
that  the  colonies,  when  they  were  granted  con- 
stitutional Governments,  were  not  restrained 
altogether  from  dealing  with  marriage-laws.  In 
fact,  it  seems  to  me  the  very  life  of  a  country 
depends  upon  the  monarch  for  the  time  being, 
whether  king  or  queen,  having  his  subjects 
throughout  his  dominions,  however  widely  apart 
they  may  be  bom,  under  the  same  marriage- 
laws,  in  order  that  the  question  of  those  sub- 
jects being  legitimately  or  illegitimately  bom 
should  be  the  same  throughout  the  empire. 
I  at  first  opposed  the  passage  of  the  De- 
ceased Wife's  Sister  Marriage  Act;  but  after 
a  time  I  withdrew  that  opposition,  because 
I  was  under  the  belief  that  the  central  Go- 
vernment of  the  Empire,  the  Parliament  of 
England,  would  be  forced  by  the  uniform  desire 
expressed  by  all  the  colonies  to  bring  that 
measure  into  existence.  If  I  had  deemed  it 
possible  that  so  many  years  would  intervene 
before  the  measure  would  be  authorised  by 
the  English  Legislature,  I  think  I  should 
have  maintained  the  opposition  which  in  the 
first  instance  I  gave  to  that  Bill.  I  men- 
tion this  because  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be 
charged  with  inconsistency  in  stating  that 
imiform  marriage -laws  are  desirable.  Sir,  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  has  the  slightest  idea  of 


the  misery  which  has  been  occasioned  and 
is  ocoaj^ioned  by  the  difference  in  the  law  in 
respect  to  meuriage  with  a  deceased  wife's 
sister.  A  woman  may  be  a  lawful  wife  in  one 
part  of  the  Empire,  and  be  living  in  immo- 
rality u^  another ;  and  now  that  the  different 
parts  of  the  Empire  are  being  brought  into 
such  rapid  communication  that  the  most 
distant  part  is  not  more  tlian  thirty-five 
or  forty  days  distant  from  the  Mother- 
country,  the  evil  would  become  greater,  for 
this  Bill  would  increase  the  risk  of  women 
being  lawful  wives  in  New  Zealand  and  not 
wives  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  espe- 
cially in  the  Mother -country.  I  have  said 
that  an  immense  amount  of  misery  has  been 
occasioned;  and  there  is  a  notorious  case 
of  a  very  high  official,  a  man  of  great  emi- 
nence, who  has  suffered  incalculable  misery, 
and  has  had,  in  fact,  to  give  up  a  very  high 
position,  because  when  in  England  his  wife 
was  not  receivable,  although  she  was  his  lawful 
wife  in  the  colony  from  which  he  came.  I 
protest  against  this  Bill,  not  only  on  behalf  of 
this  colony,  but  on  behalf  of  very  many  others, 
because,  if  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Marriage 
Bill  is  to  become  law  in  England,  it  will  be 
greatly  because,  the  Grown  having  sanctioned 
the  various  measures  passed  by  the  colonies  in 
that  direction,  the  Imperial  Parliament  will 
be  forced  into  passing  a  similar  Act  so  that 
there  may  be  uniformity  in  the  marriage-laws. 
That  is  a  very  strong  argument  which  is  used 
there,  and  I  believe  it  will  tell  ultimately  in 
bringing  about  the  adoption  of  a  Deceased 
Wife's  Sister  IMarriage  Bill  at  Home.  But, 
if  such  an  important  colony  as  this  sends 
Home  a  measure  like  the  one  before  us, 
which  would  be  the  widest  possible  departure 
from  the  recognised  and  ordinary  feelings 
with  regard  to  marriage  and  divorce,  it  would 
be  looked  upon  as  evidence  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  getting  anything  like  uniformity 
in  the  marriage-laws;  and  the  thousands 
of  people  in  this  colony  who  are  anxiously 
praying  for  and  looking  forward  to  the  pas- 
sage in  England  of  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister 
Marriage  Bill,  and  those  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  in  the  Mother-country  who  are  equally 
anxious  for  such  a  law,  would  find  its  passage 
frustrated  because  of  our  sending  Home  what 
would  look,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  say  so  without  disrespect,  such  a 
piece  of  wild  legislation.  Therefore,  on  general 
grounds,  I  object  to  this  Bill  altogether.  And 
now  I  will  take  up  some  of  its  various  points ; 
and  in  doing  so  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  will  not  think  me  on 
ungenerous  critic  because  I  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  pick  out  any  point  in  the  Bill 
which  I  am  able  to  support.  But  first  I  may 
say  that  the  question  of  regulating  matters  of 
this  kind  is  not  a  question  of  sentiment,  nor 
simply  a  question  of  morality.  The  laws  under 
which  we  live  sjre  not  laws  which  are  dictated 
solely  by  ethical  considerations.  No  one  more 
than  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth is  aware  that  no  man  can  go  into  a 
Court  of  law  with  the  Bible  for  the  book  on 
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Tvhioh  he  solely  relies  for  protection.  It  is 
otherwise  in  the  Courts  of  law  in  Turkey,  where 
the  Koran  is  not  only  the  moral  but  the  legal 
guide:  but  our  laws  are  laws  for  mutual 
protection  of  the  persons  who  live  under  them, 
and  morality  is  merely  looked  upon  as  a  ques- 
tion of  morality  so  long  as  it  does  not  interfere 
with  the  interest  of  the  State  or  the  interest  of 
human  beings  as  between  themselves.  That  is 
the  guiding  principle  on  which  the  laws  are 
founded.  It  is  necessary  to  recollect  that  in 
connection  with  the  future  remarks  I  have  to 
make.  Now,  until  very  recently  marriage  was 
looked  upon  not  only  as  a  civil  contract,  but  as 
a  sacred  one — a  contract  ratified  not  only  by 
the  laws  of  man  but  by  higher  laws.  The  view, 
however,  that  marriage  is  to  be  looked  upon 
as  simply  a  civil  contract  has  spread  during 
the  last  few  years,  and  therefore  it  is  only  to 
that  point  of  view  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
confine  the  remarks  I  have  to  make.  Still, 
whether  we  look  upon  it  as  a  civil  or  a  sacred 
contract,  one  thing  is  very  clear,  that  a  man 
and  woman  who  marry  do  so  for  better  or  for 
worse,  taking  their  chance  with  such  con- 
sideration as  they  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  give  before  entering  into  the  contract. 
Sir,  there  should  be  no  evasion  of  responsi- 
bility permitted.  If  marriage  is  unfortunate, 
and  the  husband  has  thrown  upon  him  respon- 
sibilities which  he  never  contemplated,  or  the 
wife  has  thrown  upon  her  not  only  responsibili- 
ties but  misfortunes  she  never  contemplated, 
there  should  be  no  evasion  of  responsibility 
except  upon  very  clear  grounds,  and  grounds 
especially  which  will  not  be  injurious  to  the 
community  as  a  whole.  I  venture.  Sir,  to  lay 
down  this  as  a  principle  to  guide  me  in  the 
remarks  which  I  am  about  to  make.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon 
what  I  suppose  will  be  patent  to  honourable 
members,  that,  wherever  the  marriage-tie  is 
weakly  dissolved,  not  only  is  there  a  liability 
to  give  a  reward,  so  to  speak,  to  immorality, 
but  absolutely  to  offer  it  encouragement. 
That  is  another  point  that  I  should  like  to 
start  with.  And  now  I  will  come  to  this  :  that 
in  modem  times  it  has  been  deemed  right — 
and  no  one,  I  am  sure,  in  this  House  will 
think  it  otherwise — it  has  been  deemed  right 
to  give  equally  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor  the 
same  facilities  for  dissolving  the  marriage-tie. 
It  is  within  my  recollection  when  divorces 
could  only  be  obtained  from  the  English  Par- 
liament by  special  and  private-Acts.  That  blot, 
as  I  think  it  was,  upon  the  equality  of  the 
community  has  been  removed,  and,  under  pro- 
visions which  are  deemed  the  least  onerous 
that  could,  in  safety  to  the  public,  be  allowed, 
divorces  are  permitted;  but  they  are  guarded 
very  strictly.  We  know  that  that  is  not  the 
case  in  some  countries.  It  is  said  that  there 
are  stations  in  America  upon  some  of  the 
railway-lines  where  you  can  see  it  written  up, 
"Divorces  obtained  while  the  train  is  stop- 
ping." We  have  never  attained  to  anything 
of  that  kind  in  the  Queen's  dominions,  and  I 
have  never  heard  that  British  people  desire 
anything  of  the  kind.  Now  let  us  take  the 
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first  point  the  honourable  member  suggests— 
desertion  for  three  years.  What  could  be  mora 
palpable  than  that  this  is  the  yery  easiest  pos- 
sible mode  for  complicity  or  conspiracy  between 
two  persons  who  desire  to  dissolve  the  maniags- 
tie !  I  was  not  here  during  the  time  when  tiie 
honourable  member  spoke.  I  should  be  sorry 
to  do  him  an  injustice,  and  perhaps  he  would 
not  mind  telling  me,  is  it  his  theory  that  it  is 
right,  when  a  husband  and  wife  are  tired  of  the 
marriage-tie,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
dissolve  it  ? 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— That  is  not  proposed  by  this 
Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber does  not  reduce  marriage  to  a  temporary 
connection.  I  did  not  like  to  attribute  that  to 
him. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— It  is  not  proposed  by  this 
Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Aye,  it  is  not  proposed  by 
this  Bill, — that  is  true ;  but  the  difi&cnlties  in 
the  way  of  obtaining  divorces  are  so  much  miti- 
gated that  I  think  I  may  not  unfairly  ask  the 
honourable  member  whether  the  basis  upon 
which  he  goes  is  that  this  is  an  ordinary  con- 
tract between  two  individuals,  which  should  be 
dissolved  if  both  of  them  desire  it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— No.  The  basis  on  which  I 
go  is  that  when  one  party  is  injured  by  another 
the  injured  one  should  not  be  the  sufferer. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  am  very  glad  now  I 
understand  this  point.  Then  we  are  to  under- 
stand that  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
consider  that  two  persons  who  are  married 
should  be  able  to  dissolve  the  tie  merely  be- 
cause it  ceases  to  be  a  congenial  one ;  and  if 
that  be  the  honourable  gentleman's  opinion  I 
am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  never  expressed  such  an 
opinion. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Because  the  opinion  would 
have  been  one  I  should  have  been  surprised  to 
hear  from  the  honourable  gentleman.  Then, 
I  would  point  out  that  logically  this  is  quite 
clear :  that,  if  he  does  not  consider  the  mar- 
risbge-tie  should  be  dissolvable  simply  because 
it  has  ceased  to  be  congenial,  the  law  should 
take  very  effectual  precautions  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  taking  advantage  of  the  divorce  laws 
merely  to  enable  them,  because  they  are  tired 
of  the  marriage-tie,  to  dissolve  it.  I  think  this 
Bill  totally  fails  in  that  respect :  that  throogh 
it  no  precaution  is  taken,  in  my  opinion,  to 
prevent  persons  who  do  not  desire  to  remain 
husband  and  wife  from  using  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  coliusively.  I  need  not  point  oat  to 
the  honourable  member  that  in  the  divorce 
laws  which  prevail  in  Great  Britain  the  greatest 
precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  persons  from 
going  to  a  Court  and  obtaining  a  divorce,  having 
coliusively  arranged  between  them  that  it 
would  be  desirable  the  marriage  should  cease 
to  exist.  That,  Sir,  is  the  foundation-principle 
to  be  observed ;  and  that  was  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty which  was  found  when  it  was  desired  to 
throw  open  relief  from  the  marriage-tie  to  the 
community  generally  under  a  general  law,  and 
the  dissolution  of  marriage  by  private  Acts 
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was  abolished.  The  greatest  difficulty  was 
found  in  the  way  of  preventing  collusioi),  be- 
cause— I  think  I  may  say  so,  since  the  honour- 
able member  does  not  espouse  that  view — 
because  of  the  immorality  there  would  be  in 
allowing  the  marriage  contract  to  be  of  a  tem- 
porary character.  Then,  take,  Sir,  the  first 
cause,  desertion.  What  would  be  easier  under 
the  Bill  of  the  honourable  member  than  for 
the  husband  to  leave  the  wife  for  three  years — 
that  is  the  time — the  wife  at  the  end  of  that 
period  obtaining  her  divorce  without  any  diffi- 
culty or  objection  ?  The  Bill  gives,  as  far  as  J 
can  see — I  speak  under  correction — no  protec- 
tion against  any  such  collusion.  Now,  then, 
the  next  cause  is  drunkenness.  There  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  the  matter  of  allowing 
the  wife  to  crave  a  divorce  because  of  the 
habitual  drunkenness  of  her  husbfimd,  and  it 
is  to  be  said  in  this  direction  that  a  wife 
who  is  not  allowed  so  to  do,  instead  of  being 
able  to  become  self-supporting,  can  be  made, 
by  a  profligate  and  drunken  husband,  td  minis- 
ter to  his  vicious  habits.  Therefore  there  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  that  direction,  and 
I  am  not  certain,  if  the  Bill  solely  dealt  with 
this,  that  I  would  altogether  oppose  it.  But 
even  then  we  should  recollect  this :  that  the 
State  must  look  for  its  own  protection.  I  pro- 
test altogether  against  the  idea  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  community  is  not  to 
be  considered,  and  that  it  is  merely  to  be  con- 
sidered a  question  as  to  the  hardship  between 
two  persons.  Even  as  regards  the  wife,  the 
community  has  a  right  to  ask  this  question : 
whether,  in  taking  from  the  husband  the  pro- 
tection which  the  wife  may  give  to  him  in  the 
way  of  trying  to  cure  him  of  his  vicious  propen- 
sities, and  of  preventing  the  extreme  evils  of 
drunkenness,  it  would  be  wise  for  the  commu- 
nity to  allow  the  wife,  merely  because  her  hus- 
band was  a  drunkard,  to  claim  exemption  from 
the  marriage- tie.  It  is  a  very  delicate  question. 
To  xny  mind,  the  question  is  not  the  happiness 
of  the  two  persons,  but  whether  under  the  *•  for 
better  or  worse "  it  is  better  for  the  com- 
munity not  to  allow  the  tie  to  be  abolished,  and 
to  say  that  drunkenness  alone  is  not  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  dissolving  the  marriage.  I 
know  that  women  suffer  frightfully,  terribly, 
from  the  drunkenness  of  their  natural  pro- 
tectors, and  I  should  be  inclined,  as  a  matter 
of  sentiment,  perhaps,  to  go  further  than,  I 
believe,  I  should  be  logically  justified  in  doing 
in  regard  to  that  particular  point.  But  now, 
when  I  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
whether  a  husband  should  be  ahle  to  claim  a 
divorce  because  his  wife  drinks,  I  think  that 
would  be  in  the  last  degree  undesirable,  be- 
cause, instead  of  the  husband  exercising,  as  he 
should  do,  his  very  large  influence  —  I  hope 
I  am  not  speaking  to  henpecked  husbands, 
and  that  all  will  admit  it  is  only  natural 
that  husbands  should  have  very  large  influence 
— I  say  the  community  has  a  right  to  ask  this 
question :  Whose  duty  is  it  to  try  to  restrain 
this  woman  from  going  from  bad  to  worse 
until  she  becomes  not  only  a  disgrace  to 
the  community,  but  a  danger  to  it?    For  we 


have  not,  as  a  community,  to  look  merely 
to  the  tastes  of  one  generation,  but  to 
the  welfare  of  future  generations.  If  we 
do  not  take  every  precaution  to  preserve  a 
woman  from  continuing  in  a  course  of  dissi- 
pation, we  may  not  overlook,  we  cannot  over- 
look, the  danger  of  the  hereditary  consequences 
which  may  follow—  Mie  hereditary  pauperism, 
the  hereditary  dissix^ation,  and  the  weakened 
future  people.  I  think  that  it  is  quite  out 
of  the  question  that  we  should  allow  that  a 
husband  should  have  the  right  to  divorce  his 
wife  merely  because  she  is  given  to  drink- 
ing habits.  I  think  that  the  State  should  say, 
Who  is  to  look  after  this  woman  ?  If  she  ceases 
to  be  your  wife,  is  she  to  become  a  State 
pauper?  Who  is  to  keep  her,  at  any  rate, 
within  some  bounds  of  moderation,  if  it  is  not 
the  husband  who  has  taken  her  for  better  or 
for  worse?  The  community  has  a  right  to 
look  for  an  answer  to  that  question.  I  am 
aware  it  seems  hard  to  say  so.  There  are 
many  husbands,  men  of  meritorious  character, 
men  who  command  the  respect  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  who  are  driven  almost  to  mad- 
ness and  to  dissipation  through  the  evil  career 
of  their  wives.  But  you  must  not  let  sym- 
pathy disturb  the  logical  conclusions  which 
you  have  to  consider  in  dealing  with  a  large 
question  of  this  kind.  I  will  now  come  to 
the  question  of  allowing  divorce  because  one 
or  other  of  the  parties  to  the  marriage-tio 
has  brought  himself  or  herself  within  the 
influence  of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a  very  difficult  question,  and  a  very 
complex  question,  especially  that  part  of  the 
question  which  would  allow  the  husband  to 
escape  responsibility  for  his  wife  because  she 
has  become  a  criminal.  We  know  that  the 
greatest  inducements,  the  greatest  incite- 
ments, to  crime  are,  unfortunately,  taken  in 
the  abstract,  produced  by  a  want  of  means  and 
of  money;  and  we  must  know  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  overlook  the  fa.ct  that  in  a  very 
great  number  of  cases  in  which  the  wife  be- 
comes amenable  to  the  criminal  laws  of  the 
country  it  is  largely  due  to  want  of  prudence 
and  to  want  of  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
husband.  And,  Sir,  again  I  say  the  commu- 
nity has  a  right  to  step  in  and  ask,  "  As  this 
woman  is  to  be  committed  for  two  or  three 
years — I  think 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Seven  years. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Is  the  State,  bccanso  she 
has  become  amenable  to  the  punishment  of 
seven  years,  which  means  practically  five  years* 
imprisonment — is  the  State  henceforth  to  take 
charge  of  this  woman  ?  Is  she  to  be  a  State 
pauper  ?  Is  it  to  bo  the  case  that  her  natural 
protector,  he  who  has  bound  himself  to  her  for 
a  lifelong  term,  has  ceased  to  be  responsible, 
and  that  the  State  has  to  look  after  her,  and 
that  she  is  to  be  allowed  to  go  from  bad  to 
worse,  and  be  a  curse  not  only  to  her  own 
generation  but  to  generations  to  come  ?  I  am 
putting  this  case,  I  know,  very  poorly.  It 
is  a  question  that  has  been  discussed  by 
the  most  eminent  lawyers  and  statesmen  not 
only  of  this  but  of  other  countries,  and,  as 
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far  OS  our  own  nationality  is  concerned,  it 
has  not  yet  been  considered  right  that  crime 
on  the  part  of  a  husband  or  a  wife  should 
relieve  the  other  party  to  the  contract  from 
his  or  her  reRponsibilities.  Here  again,  Sir, 
I  have  to  admit  that  there  may  be  intense 
suffering  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  is  not 
allowed  to  dissolve  the  majrriage-tie — probably, 
in  many  cases,  altogether  unmerited  suffering, 
and  probably,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the 
suffering  is  not  altogether  unmerited,  espe- 
cially where  the  wife  is  the  criminal ;  because 
in  such  cases  I  cannob  help  thinking — in  fact, 
in  a  very  large  number  of  such  cases — the 
husband  may  not  have  exercised  so  large  a 
restraining  power,  or  may  have  allowed  tempta- 
tions to  fall  in  the  way  of  his  wife  from  which 
it  may  have  been  in  his  power  to  have  saved 
her.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  assaults  on 
women,  and  I  believe  the  assaults  are  also  to 
be  mutual.  As  regards  the  assaults  by  a 
woman  upon  a  man,  surely,  Sir,  we  shall  not 
establish  the  idea  that,  if  a  man  is  unfortu- 
nate enough  not  to  be  able  to  protect  himself 
ftom  his  wife,  he  shall  have  a  right  to  claim 
a  divorce.  I  hardly  think  the  House  would 
listen  to  such  a  proposal.  Now,  as  regards  a 
wife,  I  may  say  this :  that  there  is  again  a  great 
deal  to  bo  said  in  the  way  of — well,  one's  in- 
clinations, one's  sentiments,  being  in  favour  of 
admitting  that,  where  a  woman  is  habitually 
ill-treated,  she  should  bo  allowed  to  obtain 
a  divorce.  And  that  is  one  of  the  questions 
that  have  been  most  largely  discussed  —  the 
question  whether  or  not  it  should  be  necessary 
for  the  woman,  before  she  can  claim  a  divorce, 
to  have  to  complain  not  only  of  adultery  on 
the  part  of  her  husband,  bat  of  cruelty.  The 
honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  vary  the  ex- 
isting law  by  saying  that  either  cruelty  or 
adultery  shall  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  dis- 
solving the  marriage-tie,  whereas  at  present 
both  must  be  proved  before  a  woman  can 
claim  such  a  release.  It  is  different.  Sir,  on  the 
side  of  the  man.  That  I  shall  come  to  directly. 
But  at  present  the  woman  has  to  show  that  her 
husband  has  not  only  committed  adulteiy,  but 
has  also  been  habitually  cruel  to  her.  As  I 
have  observed,  this  problem  has  been  argued 
out,  and  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
there  are  considered  to  be  insuperable  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  preventing  that  complicity, 
that  collusion,  to  which  I  have  so  often  re- 
ferred in  the  way  of  obtaining  divorce,  unless 
it  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the  adultery  has 
been  accompanied  by  cruelty,  or  the  cruelty 
by  adultery.  I  am  now  upon  the  cruelty  part, 
and,  whilst  my  inclination  leads  me  to  support 
the  contention  that  a  woman,  on  the  ground 
of  cruelty  alone,  should  be  allowed  to  obtain  a 
divorce,  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  it  would  open  the 
door  to  such  collusion  that  it  would  be  right 
for  us  to  resist  our  inclination,  and  not  permit 
such  an  innovation  on  our  present  law.  Sir,  as 
regards  the  question  of  adultery,  it  is  a  delicate 
question  to  deal  with,  and  I  shall  say  very  little 
about  it.  It  is  impossible  to  overlook  the  con- 
sideration a  which  weigh  with  the  world,  and 
therefore,  without  further  partioularising,  I 
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think  I  may  claim  from  the  House  the  recog- 
nition of  the  fact  that,  whereas  adultery  on  the 
part  of  the  woman  is  held  to  inflict  upon  her  a 
lifelong  stain,  from  which  she  can  never  re- 
cover, the  view  of  the  world  is  not  so  in  the 
case  of  the  man;  and  if  you  are  to  allow 
adultery  on  the  part  of  the  man  without  cruelty 
to  be  an  excuse  for  a  divorce,  hard  as  it  may 
seem  to  say  so,  is  it  possible  to  deny  that,  look- 
ing at  it  from  a  worldly  point  of  view— which 
we  are  bound  to  consider  in  common  with 
other  points  of  view — you  will  be  opeoiog 
the  door  to  divorce  being  obtained  by  ooUosion? 
Great  difficulties  and  dangers  would  attend 
such  an  innovation.  If  a  husband's  adaltenr 
could  be  made  the  sole  ground  for  obtaining 
a  divorce,  you  would  make  it  so  easy  by  collu- 
sion and  mutual  consent  to  obtain  a  divorce 
that  you  would  be  really  leading  up  to  the 
point  that  the  marriage-contract,  instead  of 
being  considered  lifelong  or  indissoluble,  would 
be  looked  upon  to  last  only  during  the  pleasore 
of  the  two  parties  who  entered  into  it.  That  is 
all  I  will  say  on  the  very  disagreeable  part  of 
the  subject  which  refers  to  the  question  of 
adultery.  Now,  Sir,  as  regards  insanity,  I  ^ 
not  know  whether  it  has  struck  honourable 
members  in  the  same  way  as  it  has  struck  me. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  member  is  a  horrible  one.  In  the 
first  instance,  having  always  regard  to  the  fact 
that  both  parties  may  desiro  to  diKsolve  Uie 
marriage-tie,  but  that  it  is  often  the  case  that 
one  party  is  particularly  anxious  to  do  so— re- 
membering that,  are  wo  to  be  blind,  Sir,  to  the 
danger — the  horrible  danger  there  would  be— 
of  opening  such  a  largo  inducement  to  fraudo- 
lent  means  being  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  person  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum? 
If  such  a  provision  as  this  w^cre  passed  I  am 
afraid  the  horrors  we  read  of  would  not  prove 
imaginary  altogether.  Wc  know  that  they  are 
not.  In  my  opinion,  the  temptation  to  in- 
carcerate persons  whom  it  is  desired  to  keep 
out  of  the  way  should  be  minimised,  and  it 
would  be  highly  dangerous  for  us  to  aidd  such 
another  inducement  as  this  one  would  com- 
prise. And  has  science  reached  to  such  u 
exact  condition  as  that  we  are  to  allow  it  to  be 
said  that  it  is  possible  to  determine  in  a  l&ige 
number  of  cases  that  insanity  is  incurable  ?  I 
look  upon  insanity  as  a  form  of  illness,  and,  if 
you  say  that  a  husband  may  relieve  himself 
of  his  wife,  or  a  wife  of  her  husband,  on  account 
of  a  husband's  or  wife's  hopeless  illness  — 
paralysis  for  example — you  will  open  the  door 
to  great  abuses  and  deprive  domestic  life  of  that 
beauty  which  it  frequently  possesses,  where  a 
wife  or  a  husband  devotes  his  or  her  life  to  tiie 
benefit  of  the  one  who  is  suffering  from  in- 
curable disease.  And  if  you  are  to  say  thai 
incurable  insanity  shall  be  an  excuse  for  di- 
vorce, why  not  also  say  any  incurable  disease? 
And  then.  I  Sksk,  what  is  to  become  of  the 
person  afflicted  with  incurable  insanity  after 
being  divorced?  Take  the  case  of  a  woman 
whose  husband  is,  perhaps,  tolerably  well  off, 
sufficiently  well  off  to  provide  hor  with  com- 
forts, even  with  luxuries  ?    Are  you  to  say  thit 
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she  is  to  cease  having  any  claim  upon  her  hns- 
bttnd,  and  that  she  is  to  become  for  the  rest  of 
her  life  a  State-pauper,  a  lunatic  pauper  ?  Is  it 
not  horrible  to  conceive  that  we  should  pro- 
pose any  law  of  this  kind?  This  is  no  new 
proposal.  There  have  been  times  when  society, 
so  to  speak,  has  been  electrified  by  the  hor- 
rible position  of  persons  tied  for  life  to  hope- 
less lunatics.  No  one  who  remembers  the 
sensation  created  when  that  magnificent  novel, 
"  Jane  Eyre,"  was  published  can  fail  to  re- 
collect the  powerful  effect  it  had  when  the 
question  ran  through  all  society,  Was  Mr. 
Bocbfort  very  much  to  blame  for  trying  to 
relieve  himself  from  a  horrible  connection  with 
a  woman  who  was  incurably  insane  7  And  the 
same  question  arose  not  more  than  three  or 
four  years  ago,  when,  under  somewhat  dis- 
similar circumstances,  a  peer  of  the  realm  had 
to  submit  to  the  knowledge  that  his  wife  was 
incurably  insane,  and  that,  although  he  did 
not  know  it,  she  was  insane  when  he  married 
her.  Notwithstanding  the  sympathy  that  was 
felt  for  him  and  the  influence  he  possessed, 
it  was  notorious  that  he  was  unable  to  ob- 
tain even  a  private  Act  to  dissolve  the  tie, 
although  it  was  beyond  all  question  that 
his  wife  was  incurably  insane.  Now,  if  we 
are  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind,  where  would  it 
lead  to  ?  It  would  certainly  encourage  un- 
necessary incarceration  in  lunatic  asylums, 
for.  Sir,  the  distinction  between  sanity  and 
insanity  is  in  some  cases  a  very  frail  one. 
Some  persons  in  past  ages  have  been  looked 
upon  as  insane  merely  because  they  were 
two  or  three  generations  ahead  of  their  time ; 
and  even  in  ordinary  society  one  often  hears 
a  person  called  a  lunatic,  or  "off  his  head," 
although  it  may  not  be  possible  to  obtain  suf- 
ficient evidence  to  put  him  into  an  asylum, 
and  although  frequently  that  same  person 
may  be  a  hundred  times  clearer  in  intellect 
than  those  who  thus  venture  to  criticize  him. 
And  let  me  ask,  what  would  be  the  effect  on 
a  poor  husband-  or  on  a  poor  wife-lunatic  who 
at  the  end  of  three  years  would  find  that  the 
husband  ceased  to  have  any  claim  upon  his 
wife,  or  the  wife  any  claim  upon  her  hus- 
band? Fancy,  Sir,  a  poor  lunatic,  having 
quite  sufficient  knowledge,  but,  because  of 
some  illusions,  confined  in  a  madhouse,  tak- 
ing interest  in  the  outside  world,  and  looking, 
above  all  things,  to  the  time  when  his  wife 
would  pay  him  periodical  visits  —  fancy  that 
poor  lunatic  told  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
**  You  have  ceased  to  hate  a  wife,  because  she 
has  obtained  a  divorce."  And  how  much  worse 
is  the  case  of  a  lunatic  wife  who,  having  the 
right  to  share  the  possessions  of  her  husband, 
at  the  end  of  three  years  is  told  that  hencefor- 
ward her  only  natural  protector  is  the  State ; 
that  she  has  become  a  lunatic — a  State  pauper ; 
or,  if  she  is  fortunate  enough  to  regain  her 
sanity,  that  she  has  no  right  to  return  to  the 
scenes  of  her  former  happiness,  that  she  has 
been  bereft  of  everything  which  can  make  life 
dear  to  her,  and  that  she  has  no  home  which 
she  can  call  her  own !  After  the  several  points 
I  have  mentioned,  it  becomes  almost  unneces- 


sary to  go  any  further ;  but  there  is  another 
great  fallacy  which  strikes  me  in  the  Bill,  and 
which  seems  to  show  that  the  whole  of  the 
Bill  has  been  drawn  without  sufficient  atten- 
tion to  practical  considerations,  but  rather 
with  a  view  to  what  I  may  call  theoretical 
ones.  1  allude  to  that  clause  which  says  the 
Judges  may  forbid  the  publication  of  reports 
of  proceedings  until  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
trial.  Now,  if  such  a  Bill  as  this  was  to  be 
passed,  one  whose  other  provisions  so  much 
facilitate  collusion,  it  would  bo  of  the  highest 
importance  that  every  day  the  proceedings 
should  be  published,  so  that  there  might  be 
an  opportunity  afforded  to  persons  who  were 
able  to  come  forward  and  give  evidence.  I 
am  sure  the  honourable  member  must  be 
aware  how  constantly  it  happens  that  dur- 
ing the  hearing  of  a  case  important  evidence 
crops  up;  and  by  the  pcbssing  of  this  special 
provision,  that  a  Judge  may  restrain  publica- 
tion during  a  trial,  a  new  facility  will  be  offered 
for  collusive  arrangements  being  made  in  the 
way  of  dissolving  marriage.  There  is  another 
provision,  as  to  which  I  would  make  a  remark. 
It  seems  to  me  the  time  has  come  when  the 
right  of  Judges  to  punish  for  contempt  of  Court 
should  be  abolished,  except  as  regards  any  im- 
mediate necessity  which  might  be  considered 
right  for  the  absolute  protection  of  the  business 
of  the  Court.  I  should  like  some  gentleman 
of  the  legal  profession  to  tell  us  that,  whilst 
a  Judge  may  be  allowed  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt of  Court  for  a  few  hours,  or  to  prevent 
persons  doing  anything  in  the  way  of  imped- 
ing the  business  of  the  Court,  yet  it  is  entirely 
foreign  to  all  our  modem  institutions  and  to 
the  way  in  which  justice  should  be  adminis- 
tered that  a  Judge,  acting  irresponsibly,  should, 
perhaps  in  a  fit  of  ill-temper — for  even  Judges, 
Sir,  are  not  exempt  from  the  ordinary  in- 
firmities of  humanKind;  we  know  that  very 
few  persons  are  able  always  to  render  them- 
selves independent  of  the  effects  of  hasty 
passions — I  say  the  time  has  come  when  the 
Judge  of  a  Court,  who  is  himself  the  com- 
plaining party,  should  not  also  be  Judge  and 
awarder  of  punishment.  Therefore  I  should 
be  loth  to  see  a  recognition  given  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  punishment  for  contempt  of  Court  in 
any  Act  that  we  pass.  Sir,  I  am  constrained 
to  say  that  my  desire  is  that  this  Bill  should 
not  be  read  a  second  time,  and,  while  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  discourteous  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  I  should  like  to  move  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months,  to 
enable  us  more  markedly  to  illustrate  our  feel- 
ings in  regard  to  it,  and  to  put  upon  record  that 
we  disapprove  of  it  in  a  more  emphatic  manner 
than  we  could  do  by  merely  voting  •*  Aye  "  or 
*'  No  "  on  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  "  now."  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  consider  it  objectionable  I 
should  prefer  moving  an  amendment. 

Mr.  S  A  M  U  E  L.  —  I  do  not  object  in  the 
slightest  degree. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.--Then,  Sir,  the  better  to  test 
the  question  whether  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  House,  I  move. 
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as  an  amendment,  That  it  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  if  the 
Bill  went  to  the  vote  without  my  saying  a  few 
words  on  it,  because  I  intend  to  vote  for  it,  as 
I  think  it  exceedingly  good  in  some  tespects, 
and  objectionable  in  others  ;  and  if  I  voted  for 
it  without  explanation  it  might  be  thought  I 
approved  of  the  whole  Bill.  The  statement 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  that  none  of  the  colonies  should 
have  the  power  of  legislating  on  such  subjects 
as  this,  seems  altogether  extraordinary.  I  think 
the  colonies  are  quite  in  the  van  of  progress  in 
social  legislation,  and  that  we  should  have  the 
right  to  legislate  on  anything  that  concerns  us 
within  our  own  borders.  I  look  upon  the  De- 
ceased Wife's  Sister  Bill  as  an  improvement  on 
the  ordinary  marriage-laws  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I  am  sure  that  on  many  subjects  we  have 
legislated  in  a  way  that  has  been  an  improve- 
ment on  the  state  of  the  law  in  England.  We 
have  manhood  suffrage,  triennial  Parliaments, 
free  secular  education,  and  a  variety  of  things 
that  but  recently  were  not  even  thought  of  in 
England,  where  they  are  now  in  many  things 
quite  a  century  behind  us.  If  we  find  the  laws 
relating  to  divorce  in  an  anomalous  state,  I 
conceive  of  no  reason  why  this  House  should 
not  proceed  to  amend  them.  If  I  thought  this 
Bill  would  tend  to  loosen  the  marriage-tie  and 
upset  the  foundations  of  society  I  should  vote 
against  it ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  there  are 
several  good  and  useful  clauses  in  it,  which 
ought  to  be  passed.  I  refer  especially  to  those 
which  give  the  right  of  divorce  in  cases  of  long 
sentence  for  crime  or  of  incurable  insanity.  The 
clause  which  allows  divorce  for  desertion  for 
three  years  is,  to  my  mind,  an  altogether  bad 
clause.  That  would  certainly  give  a  premium 
to  people  who  dislike  each  other  to  separate  for 
a  time  in  order  to  enable  them  to  be  divorced. 
That,  I  think,  would  be  a  loosening  of  the  mar- 
riage-tie, and  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  it. 
So  as  to  habitual  drunkenness.  In  my  younger 
days  X  thought  there  were  many  such  people 
as  incurable  drunkards ;  hut  since  then  I  have 
come  to  learn  that  almost  every  human  being 
who  is  addicted  to  drink  is  reclaim  able,  except, 
perhaps,  those  who  are  very  old,  and  whom 
many  years  of  gross  intemperance  have  en- 
feebled both  in  body  and  mind.  Therefore  I 
cannot  agree  that  one  party  to  a  marriage 
should  be  allowed  a  divorce  simply  because  the 
other  has  been  for  three  years,  or  for  some 
such  period,  a  habitual  drunkard.  That,  I 
think,  would  be  another  loosening  of  the  mar- 
riage-tie. But  I  think  it  is  thoroughly  justifi- 
able that  there  should  be  a  right  to  divorce  in 
the  case  of  a  long  sentence  of  imprisonment  for 
crime.  There  are  many  cases  of  great  hard- 
ship. Possibly,  in  a  case  in  which  two  young 
people  have  been  recently  married  the  man  is 
taken  away  and  put  in  gaol  for  twenty  years, 
or  for  life,  and  his  young  bride  is  left  penniless, 
possibly  with  one  or  more  children,  and  is 
obliged  to  fight  her  own  way  in  the  world. 
There  is  no  use  in  blinking  the  facts — ^we  may 
as  well  look  them  in  the  face.  If  the  young 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


woman  is  poor  and  unable  to  saiyport  heneU 
the  tendency,  at  all  events  in  the  towng^is  thai 
she  shall  have  some  person  to  act  as  her  pro- 
tector sooner  or  later,  or  else  she  genenlly 
lives  a  life  of  extreme  misery  and  indigence, 
and  her  children,  if  she  has  any,  are  brought  up 
in  a  wretched  manner  because  of  her  poverty. 
I  think,  where  a  man  or  a  woman  who  is  mai- 
ried  commits  so  serious  a  crime  that  he  or  she 
is  condemned  to  incarceration  for  a  long  penod 
as  a  punishment,  the  innocent  party  should  lu»e 
some  right  of  being  freed.  I  especially  support 
the  clause  allowing  of  divorce  in  cases  of  in- 
curable insanity — a  clause  which  I  suggested  to 
the  honourable  member  when  the  subject  was 
under  discussion  last  year.  It  may  be  all  veiy 
well  to  draw  wonderful  pictures  of  people  shut 
up  in  lunatic  asylums  by  their  friends  for  the 
sake  of  getting  at  their  property  or  getting 
divorced  from  them ;  but  it  is  better,  in  discuss- 
ing such  matters,  to  confine  ourselves  to  known 
facts,  and  there  are  plenty  of  sad  facts  in  sup- 
port of  this  clause.  Every  honourable  member 
must  know  that  there  are  numbers  of  married 
persons  shut  up  in  our  asylums  without  any 
hope  of  being  ever  fit  to  come  out  again.  What 
is  the  condition  of  a  woman  whose  husband  is 
confined  for  life  as  incurably  insane?  We 
know  that  in  many  instances  she  gets  another 
natural  protector,  and  the  marriage  is  practi- 
cally dissolved.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  I 
think,  that  in  the  case  of  those  incurably 
insane  the  State  should  have  more  power  of 
interference  than  it  has  now,  and  that  such 
persons  should  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
bringing  into  the  world  children  who  will  be 
epileptics,  paralysed,  or  idiots,  which,  all  medi- 
cal men  know,  are  the  offspring  of  idiot  parents. 
Now,  I  most  certainly  think  incurable  insanity 
should  be  allowed  as  a  reason  for  divorce.  As 
the  law  now  stands  there  is  this  very  great 
hardship  in  respect  of  married  people  who  are 
insane  :  If  a  married  man  or  woman  possessed 
of  property  is  put  into  an  asylum  the  husbcmd 
or  wife  who  remains  free  has  no  power  of  deal- 
ing with  the  property  belonging  t-o  the  insane 
person,  and  I  have  known  cases  of  extreme 
hardship  in  which  the  husband  has  been  con- 
fined as  insane  and  his  property  has  been  locked 
up  for  his  life,  and  the  wife  and  family  left 
destitute.  For  the  two  reasons  that  the  Bill 
makes  causes  of  divorce  —  imprisonment  for 
crime  and  incurable  insanity — 1  think  it  ought 
to  receive  the  support  of  the  House  and  that  it 
should  become  law.  I  hope,  however,  that  the 
other  clauses  will  be  expunged,  and  that  two  or 
three  other  clauses  will  be  put  in  more  clearly 
defining  incurable  insskuity,  and  the  way  in 
which  the  provision  would  operate,  and  also 
dealing  with  tho  property  of  those  who  are  pat 
in  lunatic  asylums. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.—I  approve  of  the  Bill. 
My  reason  is,  that  I  was  married  and  left 
my  wife  over  three  years  ago  for  drunkenness, 
and,  of  course,  I  greatly  suffered  through  it. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  some  members  of  the  House 
passed  remarks  about  my  wife;  but  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  her  drimkenness :  and  the 
Press  also,  nearly  all  over  New  Zealand,  passed 
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lemarks  abont  my  wife.  I  think  it  is  a  Tery 
wiong  thing  that  any  man  or  woman  should 
lose  his  or  her  good  character  throngh  the 
dronkenness  of  his  wife  or  her  husband.  I 
have  read  the  Bill  through  carefully,  and  I 
tiioronghly  approve  of  it.  I  hope  it  will  do  a 
great  deal  to  help  the  poor  man,  and  especially 
the  poor  Maori  like  myself. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  think 
there  are  two  good  clauses  in  it — those  refer- 
ring to  adultery  on  the  part  of  the  husband, 
and  where  the  husband  has  been  gailty  of 
assault  with  intent  to  murder.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  I  disapprove  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  it.  I  agree  almost  entirely 
with  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  North  with  regard  to 
the  inadvisability  of  weakening  the  marriage- 
tie.  I  think  this  Bill  a  dangerous  step  in  that 
direction ;  and,  if  it  became  law  in  its  present 
shape,  it  would  not  exalt  us  in  the  eyes  of  the 
civilised  world.  I  will  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  cannot  support  it  in 
Committee,  except  as  to  the  clauses  I  have  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  HISLOP.~It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  united  opinion  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  or,  rather,  no  opinion  which  they  wish  to 
impress  upon  the  House ;  but,  as  one  member 
of  the  Government,  I  ought  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it,  as  it  involves  a  matter  of  groat 
importance  to  the  social  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. I  intend  to  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  because  I  think  that,  having  once 
acknowledged  the  principle  that  the  marriage 
connection  may  be  dissolved,  we  are  landed 
upon  the  grounds  of  expediency,  and  must  con- 
sider, from  time  to  time,  what  our  experiences 
indicate  to  be  a  reasonable  ground  for  permit- 
ting the  dissolution  of  the  marriage- tie.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North  is 
the  only  member  who  has  spoken  against  the 
principle  of  this  Bill,  and  I  submit  to  the  House 
that  his  objections  were  altogether  fanciful. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— No. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — They  were  principally  fanci- 
ful. The  arguments  which  he  attempted  to 
draw  from  his  experience  as  to  marriage  with 
a  deceased  wife's  sister  were  purely  fanciful. 
The  points  that  he  advanced  were  not  argu- 
ments against  our  allowing  these  marriages, 
but  were  arguments  against  the  non-existence 
of  such  a  law  in  the  Old  Country.  The  Act 
which  we  passed  enabling  persons  to  contract 
relations  of  this  kind  carries  no  compulsion 
upon  them  to  do  so.  Persons  who  think  of 
entering  into  such  alliances  must  choose  be- 
tween the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  of 
such  alliances.  If  such  a  relation  will  prevent 
them  taking  up  a  position  in  Home  socict}',  that 
is  a  matter  purely  for  their  own  consideration. 
But  I  submit  that,  in  such  matters  as  these,  we 
ought  not  to  be  guided  by  the  opinions  or  con- 
veniences of  those  who  are  peripatetics,  but  by 
the  convenience  of  those  who  are  citizens  of 
the  colony ;  and,  if  we  find  that  their  conveni- 
ence is  served  by  the  law,  so  long  as  there  is 
nothing  radically  wrong  in  the  law  itself  it  is 


our  duty  to  maintain  it,  notwithstanding  any 
effect  it  may  have  on  those  who  are  travellers. 
I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  for 
I  have  no  doubt  that  those  who  support  it  or 
vote  against  it  will  be  guided  by  their  experience 
of  life  and  by  their  reading  more  than  by  any- 
thing they  may  hear  in  the  House.  But  I  must 
be  permitted  to  congratulate  both  speakers  on 
the  way  in  which  they  have  placed  their  cases 
before  the  House.  I  think  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  went  into  the  arguments  which  may  be  ad- 
duced in  support  of  it  with  a  lucidity  and  ful- 
ness which  placed  them  fully  before  the  House 
in  such  a  way  that  we  could  easily  grasp  them ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
North  brought  forward  all  the  arguments  which 
are  adduced  in  all  social  controversies  of  this 
kind,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  brought  them 
forward  was  more  impressive  than  that  which 
is  generally  seen  in  connection  with  tbis  matter 
in  the  House.  But  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  read  the  Bill  more  carefully  he  would 
have  found  that  it  makes  provision  for  many 
cases  which  he  stated  might  arise  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  marriage  connection.  Now,  Sir, 
vfith  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  chaige  of  it  to  give 
consideration  to  some  of  the  objections  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North — ^which,  I  submit,  were  not  objections 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  to  the  details 
of  it.  With  regard  to  the  arguments  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  Nortii 
used — I  hardly  like  to  call  them  arguments, 
but  the  statement  on  which  he  based  his  argu- 
ment against  the  passage  of  this  Bill  was  that 
it  would  loosen  the  msurriage-tie,  and  give 
facilities  for  colliTsion  to  persons  who  wished 
to  bring  about  a  dissolution  of  marriage.  I 
submit  that  that,  perhaps  in  a  less  degree,  but 
certainly  almost  to  the  same  extent,  would 
apply  to  the  present  state  of  the  law,  for  there 
now  exist  opportunities  for  collusion.  And  we 
know  that  against  every  Bill  which  has  been 
brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a 
dissolution  of  marriage  the  same  sort  of  argu- 
ment, the  same  sort  of  statements,  have  been 
put  forward,  yet  the  results  which  have  accrued 
have  been  nothing  like  what  those  who  opposed 
such  measures  have  prognosticated.  With  re- 
gard to  collusion,  I  would  submit  to  the  honour- 
able member  who  introduced  this  Bill  that  he 
ought  to  bring  down  a  provision  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  against  that  more  stringently  tnan 
is  done  at  the  present  time.  I  quite  sympathize 
with  those  who  do  not  consider  that  it  is  right 
that  the  person  against  whom  the  divorce  is 
granted  should  be  able  to  enter  upon  the  matri- 
monial condition  with  facility  again.  I  sub- 
mit that  respondents  ought  to  have  a  penalty 
placed  on  them.  Although  the  honourable 
gentleman  considers  that  there  should  be  no 
penalty  introduced  into  the  Divorce  Act,  I  sub- 
mit that  there  ought  to  be  punishment  of  that 
nature  by  which  the  respondent  should  not  bo 
permitted  to  enter  into  the  matrimonial  con- 
dition again,  for  which  he  or  she  has  shown 
unfitiiess,  until  the  lapse  of   a  considerable 
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space  of  time.  I  believe  that  under  such  a 
proviBion  as  that  collusion  would  be  rendered 
less  easy,  or  perhaps  altogether  avoided.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  the 
objection  urged  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  Nortli — that  the  non-publication 
might  a>ssist  those  who  were  guilty  of  collu- 
sion ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  seemed 
to  raise  the  objection  as  if  there  was  not 
only  exclusion  of  publication,  but  the  exclu- 
sion of  an  audience.  There  is  no  provision  of 
that  kind.  However,  the  objection  is  only  a 
Committee  one.  I  do  not  intend,  on  Sbccount  of 
the  quantity  of  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  to 
do  more  than  indicate  the  views  I  hold  on  the 
measure ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  shall  be  f(1ad, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  if  the  Bill  is  to 
go  into  Committee,  to  help  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  any  way  I  can  to  place  the  Bill 
in  such  a  condition  as  will  prevent  it  working 
any  of  the  mischief  of  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  has  spoken. 

III.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to 
reply  at  any  great  length ;  but  I  must  say  a 
few  words  after  the  very  full  and,  to  a  certain 
extent,  logical  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North.  The  honourable 
gentleman  takes  up  a  position  which  goes  to 
the  root  of  any  divorce  law  at  all.  That  is  to 
say,  his  remarks  and  his  objections  are  just 
as  applicable  to  the  law  of  divorce  as  now 
existing  as  they  are  to  the  changes  which  I 
propose.  The  whole  of  his  remarks  apply  to 
the  desirableness  of  keeping  tho  marriage- tie 
inviolate,  and  not  dissolving  it  on  any  ground 
whatever.  That  is  certainly  the  tenor  of  his 
remarks.  He  says  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
marriage  should  be  for  better  or  for  worse,  and 
that  it  should  endure  between  paxties,  and  that 
neither  should  be  able  to  escape  the  responsi- 
bility. If  that  were  so,  when  any  person  had 
entered  into  marriage,  never  mind  what  sin 
might  be  committed  by  either  party,  never 
mind  what  outrage  had  been  put  upon  one  of 
the  parties,  they  must  live  together  until  one 
of  them  dies.  I  cannot  imagine  anything  more 
cruel  than  such  a  law  as  that — no  more  dis- 
graceful law  could  exist  in  any  civilised  com- 
munity. Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  commented  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  prepared. 
He  says  it  has  j  »b  been  prepared  with  proper 
safeguards.  If  ilie  honourable  gentleman  had 
studied  the  subject  as  much  as  I  have  he  would 
not  have  made  that  remark.  This  Bill  is  not 
one  that  has  been  drafted  roughly.  It  is  not 
the  result  of  my  assiduity  or  industry  alone. 
It  is  a  Bill  which  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  for  three 
-consecutive  sessions.  It  is,  in  fact,  although 
not  in  words,  a  similar  measure  to  that  intro- 
duced into  the  New  South  Wales  Legislature 
by  Sir  Alfred  Stephen.  Three  years  ajgo,  a  few 
months  after  I  had  introduced  a  similar  mea- 
sure in  the  form  of  amendments  to  a  Bill  then 
before  this  House,  Sir  Alfred  Stephen  put  him- 
self in  communication  with  me.  He  had 
previously  prepared  a  Bill  containing  similar 
provisions,  and  this  Bill  has  been  carried  three 
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times  through  the  Legislative  AsaemUy  oi 
New  South  Wales.  That  Bill,  which  I  have 
now  here,  provides  for  divorce  in  every  one  of 
the  instances  in  which  this  Bill  provides  for 
divorce.  That  Bill  provides  no  other  sale- 
guards  than  this  Bill  provides  in  connection 
with  the  law  we  have  already  in  force  here  in 
relation  to  divorce  in  New  Zealand.  Moreover, 
the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  seemed  to 
imply  that  in  England  they  have  other  safe- 
guards than  we  have  here.  I  will  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  that  is  not  so.  Oor 
law  is  almost  precisely  identical  with  that  of 
Great  Britain. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^I  was  speaking  in  retoemce 
to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — One  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill — that  allowing  the  wife  to  have  the  same 
privilege  that  the  husband  has  in  the  case  of 
adultery — has  been  law  in  New  South  Wales  for 
years,  and  has  been  found  to  work  admirably. 
Moreover,  in  other  places  this  law  has  been 
in  force,  notably  in  Prussia,  where  there  an 
fifteen  grounds  for  divorce,  including  also  in- 
compatibility of  temper  and  desertion.  Now, 
we  kuow  that  in  the  United  States  the  law  of 
divorce  has  been  most  unwisely  extended,  and 
I  believe  it  has  produced,  in  many  cases,  veiy 
deleterious  results.  But  we  find  that  France 
has,  during  the  last  two  years,  taken  in 
these  matters  the  lines  proposed  by  this  Bill. 
I  know  the  safeguards  that  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided, and  I  say  that  all  necessary  safeguatds 
are  provided  for  in  this  Bill  and  in  the  Act  of 
1867,  and  I  may  instance,  as  one,  that  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  drawn  attention  to 
— namely,  the  imposing  on  a  person  who  has 
committed  the  ofience  a  penoJty  in  not  afford- 
ing the  same  relief  to  such  party  as  to  the 
one  offended  against.  By  this  .Bill  there  is 
power  given  to  the  Court  to  suspend  the  decree 
as  against  either  one  or  both  parties  for  such 
period  as  the  Court  may  think  fit,  so  that 
the  Court  may  not  give  the  same  reUef  to  the 
injurcr  as  to  the  injured.  As  to  the  question 
of  insanity,  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church North  was  not  in  the  House  when  I 
was  speaking ;  therefore  I  may  be  excused  for 
repeating  what  I  have  already  said  on  this 
point.  To  say  that  the  passing  of  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this  is  conducive  to  the  filling  of  our 
lunatic  asylums  is  to  say  that  which  is  not 
reasonable.  If  a  man's  wife  were  incurably  in- 
sane tho  best  thing  for  the  community  would 
be  to  put  them  apart  altogether.  It  seems  to 
me  beyond  the  bounds  of  imagination  that  a 
man  would  insidiously,  and  quietly,  and  coolly 
proceed  to  drive  his  wife  insane  in  order  that 
he  might  obtain  a  divorce.  Let  us  look  at  the 
thing  practically  as  to  what  he  would  have  to 
do  in  order  to  obtain  the  divorce.  He  would 
have  to  continue  his  attempts  to  drive  his  wile 
insane  for  a  considerable  time  so  that  he  might 
make  her  incurably  insane,  because  the  Bill 
provides  that  she  must  be  proved  to  be  in- 
curably insane  and  to  have  been'  in  a  lunatic 
asylum  for  not  less  than  three  years.  They 
must  be  public  asylums,  for  there  is  no  sadi 
thing  as  a  private  asylum  permitted  in  this 
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colony ;  and  the  Court  would  require  not  only 
proof  that  the  patient  had  been  in  an  asylum 
for  three  years,  but  evidence  from  the  doctors 
attending  the  asylum  that  she  was  incurably 
insane.  Ck>uld  there  be  a  greater  safeguard 
than  that?  And  if  a  man  has  a  wife  who  is 
incorably  insane,  should  he  bo  deprived  of  the 
assistance  of  some  one  who  would  take  care  of 
his  children  and  his  home?  Are  two  people, 
because  they  have  deserted  one  another,  or  is 
one,  because  the  other  is  insane,  to  be  con- 
demned to  lifelong  misery  ?  Surely  not.  The 
honourable  gentlemem  also  talked  about  the 
welfare  of  the  community  as  against  the  happi- 
ness of  the  individual.  He  admits  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  suffering,  but,  he  says,  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  first.  How  is  the  country  better 
for  causing  these  poor  creatures  to  live  in 
misery  and  often  in  vice  ?  I  say  the  misery  is 
likely  to  be  alleviated  by  passing  this  Bill.  To 
expose  these  poor  unfortunate  married  women 
to  temptations  to  vice  cannot  be  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  any  respect.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  also  stated  that  if 
this  Bill  were  passed  it  would  lead  to  the 
maintenance  of  lunatics  being  thrown  on  to 
the  State.  But  there  is  a  provision  in  the  Act 
for  the  Court  to  require  ample  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  wife.  1  ask  any  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  a  doubt  of  this  to  examine 
the  Act  of  1867.  There  is  also  a  provision  in 
the  Act  to  prevent  collusion.  The  divorce-law 
has  not  been  so  long  administered  in  New 
Zealand  without  a  protection  against  collusion 
being  provided  for.  In  the  2drd  section  of  the 
Divorce  Act  of  1867  it  is  expressly  provided, — 

'*  Upon  any  such  petition  for  the  dissolution 
of  a  marriage  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Court 
to  satisfy  itself,  so  far  as  it  reasonably  can,  not 
only  as  to  the  facts  alleged,  but  also  whether 
or  not  the  petitioner  has  been  in  any  manner 
accessory  to  or  conniving  at  the  adultery  or 
has  condoned  the  same,  and  shall  also  inquire 
into  any  counter-charge  which  may  be  made 
against  the  petitioner." 

In  regard  to  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
Judge  should  have  the  powers  contained  in  this 
Bill,  look  at  the  powers  they  have  now.  You 
must  have  some  tribunal  that  shall  have 
great  powers  in  these  matters.  You  must  con- 
fer on  some  tribunal  the  power  of  grsbnting 
relief,  as  well  as  of  providing  punishment. 
There  is  also,  among  other  provisions  in  the 
pnncipal  Act,  provision  for  trial  by  jury.  I  do 
trust  the  House  will  read  this  Bill  a  second 
time,  and  affirm  the  principle  which  the  Bill 
is  intended  to  carry  out  —  that  of  affording 
relief  to  poor  suffering  creatures,  and  not  con- 
tinuing them  in  their  misery  because  they  have 
suffered  a  great  misfortune  or  made  some  mis- 
take in  their  early  life. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  40. 
Ballance  Cowan  Fisher 

Barron  Duncan  Fitchett 

Cadman  Fergus  Fitzherbert 


Fulton 

Goldie 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Jackson 

Joyce 

Kerr 

liovestam 

McGregor 

Mitchelson 


Bruce 

Buxton 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Grimmond 


Moat 

Monk 

Moss 

Newman 

drmond 

Pearson 

Pyke 

Bhodes 

Richardson,  G. 

Steward,  W.J. 

S.-Mcnteath 


Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Thompson,  R» 

Thompson,  T. 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
March  ant 
Samuel. 


McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 


Noes,  17. 
O'Callaghan      Vogel 
Reeves,  W.  P.    Walker 
Richardson,  £.  Ward. 
Ross  Tellers. 

Smith  Perceval 


Turnbull. 


Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Seddon.  Hamlin. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EDUCATIONAL  VOTE  BILL. 
Major  STEWARD.— Sir,  in  rising  to  move- 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  may  remind 
honourable  members  that  this  is  not  the  first 
time  that  this  question  has  been  before  the 
House.  In  1882. 1883, 1884,  and  1885  the  pro- 
vision which  it  is  sought  to  enact  in  this  mea- 
sure was  passed  through  all  its  stages  in  this 
House  by  large  majorities ;  and  in  1886  the 
principle  was  again  affirmed  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  being  only  lost  in  Committee 
— not  on  this,  but  on  other  points — on  account 
of  a  misunderstanding  with  the  then  Minister 
of  Education.  The  provision  which  the  Bill 
contains  is  very  simple  and  easily  understood 
by  all.  I  merely  propose  to  do  away  with 
what  I  and  a  very  large  number  of  peoplo 
hold  to  be  a  blot  on  the  present  education 
system,  by  restricting  the  vote  to  be  given  at 
the  election  of  School  Committees  to  one  vote 
for  each  candidate  —  that  is  to  say,  that,  if 
a  person  do  not  approve  of  any  seven  persona 
who  are  nominated,  he  may  vote  for  a  less 
number  if  he  think  fit,  but  can  only  give  one 
vote  to  any  one  candidate.  The  provision 
which  enables  the  whole  seven  votes  to  be  re- 
corded for  one  candidate  forms  no  part  of  the 
Education  Bill  as  introduced  in  1877,  but  was 
foisted  into  the  Bill  in  another  place  under  the 
mistaken  impression  that  it  would  provide  for 
the  representation  of  a  particular  minority, 
ncunely,  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
who,  it  was  thought,  would  not  have  a  fair  op- 
portunity of  getting  representation  on  the  School 
Committees  without  it.  Although,  as  honour- 
able members  know,  it  has  had  many  years*^ 
trial,  it  is  found  that  it  has  not  been  availed  of 
by  those  for  whom  it  was  intended,  but  that  it 
has  been  availed  of  for  other  purposes,  and 
has  been  found  to  work  very  unsatisfactorily 
throughout  the  whole  country.  I  can  give  an 
example  of  what  has  happened  under  the  Act 
as  it  stands.    At  the  elections  in  April  last,  in 
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an  up-country  place  in  Otago,  an  individual 
came  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  School 
Committee  who  would  not  have  had  the 
slightest  possible  chance  of  being  elected  either 
to  represent  any  particular  creed  or  section  of 
the  general  public  or  by  the  householders  gene- 
rally; but  he  absolutely  secured  his  election 
by  going  to  a  Chinese  camp,  bringing  up  a 
lot  of  Chinese,  and  showing  them  how  to  vote 
for  him.  As  can  be  imagined,  this  was  done 
to  the  great  disgust  of  the  householders  of 
the  place.  A  system  which  renders  such  a 
thing  possible  carries  its  condemnation  on  the 
face  of  it.  In  1883  I  brought  before  this 
House  no  fewer  than  659  returns  from  differ- 
ent School  Committees  which  had  been  asked 
whether  they  approved  of  the  working  of  this 
cumulative  vote,  and  which,  by  a  majority  of 
something  like  five  to  one,  pronounced  strongly 
against  it.  They  said  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  retained  in  the  interests  of  the 
Catholics,  or  of  any  minority,  but  there  were 
great  reasons  why  it  should  be  done  away  with, 
because  it  worked  so  unsatisfactorily  where  it 
had  been  tried.  Then,  next  year  no  less  than 
sixty-seven  petitions  were  presented  to  this 
House  and  to  the  other  Chamber  asking  for  a 
repeal  of  the  cumulative  vote ;  and,  although 
the  Bill  has  been  passed  session  after  session 
by  this  House,  though  it  has  been  the  subject 
of  questions  addressed  to  candidates  at  the 
elections,  though  it  had  been  passed  in  two 
successive  Parliaments  and  in  five  successive 
sessions,  there  has  never  been  one  petition 
presented  against  it,  while  there  were  sixty- 
seven  presented  in  favour  of  it  on  one  occasion. 
In  moving  the  second  reading  I  do  not  intend 
to  go  into  all  the  arguments  which  I  could 
adduce,  because,  this  being  a  private  members' 
evening,  I  am  anxious  to  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  follows  me  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  before  the  House  an  important  Bill 
of  which  he  has  given  notice.  I  am  also 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  in  the  pages  of 
Hansard  for  the  last  five  years  will  be  found 
a  complete  history  of  this  agitation,  and,  I 
venture  to  think,  a  complete  answer  to  any 
argument  that  could  possibly  be  brought  for- 
ward in  favour  of  the  retention  of  this  cumula- 
tive vote.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  very  great 
interest  is  taken  throughout  the  Provincial 
Districts  of  Canterbury  and  Otago,  with  which 
I  am  best  acquainted.  There  I  find  many 
people,  Chairmen  of  School  Committees  and: 
others,  who  invariably  say  that  they  are  desirous 
to  see  this  blot  on  the  Statute  Book  removed. 
The  Bill  is  in  such  a  simple  compass  that  it 
cajinot  be  said  that  there  is  anything  secret  in 
it,  or  anything  aimed  against  the  present  edu- 
cation system.  There  is  one  plain  proposition, 
that  we  should  return  to  the  old  system  of 
single  voting  instead  of  cumulative  voting. 
One  word  before  I  sit  down.  Why  is  it  that 
this  cumulative  voting  is  retained  in  our  edu- 
cation system  although  it  does  not  obtain  in 
any  other  elections — municipal,  Road  Board, 
County  Council,  or  General  Assembly?  I  put 
it  to  honourable  members  whether  it  is  not  a 
very  singular  fact  that,  when  a  Bill  was  before 
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the  House  to  amalgamate  the  city  eleetoiates, 
no  one  ever  proposed  that  an  electorate  retom- 
ii3g,  say,  four  representatives  should  be  given, 
the  power  of  casting  its  votes,  on  the  cumula- 
tive principle,  in  favour  of  one  candidate.  If 
it  does  not  work  well  in  general  elections  it 
cannot  work  well  at  School  Committee  elec- 
tions. If  it  is  just  that  a  minority  should  have 
the  cumulative  vote  in  school  elections  it  seems 
to  me  they  should  have  the  power  of  casting 
their  votes  cumulatively  in  elections  for  the 
General  Assembly.  And  the  converse  is  also 
true:  if  it  is  not  wise  to  give  it  in  general 
elections  it  is  not  expedient  or  logical  to  give 
it  in  School  Committee  elections.  But  we  need 
not  go  into  that  argument.  I  think  a  large 
majority  of  this  House  who  are  connected  with 
School  Committees  will  themselves  have  had 
ample  experience  of  the  working  of  this  system, 
and  I  feel,  therefore,  the  utmost  confidence  in 
asking  them  to  vote  with  me  to-night  for  at 
once  removing  this  great  anomaly. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Ibeg  to  second  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  As  has 
been  well  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  it,  the  cumulative  vote  has 
completely  failed  to  effect  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  introduced.  I  have  had  some 
experience  in  the  matter,  and  it  enables  me  to 
judge  that  the  only  effect  the  system  has  had 
has  been,  in  almost  every  instance,  to  secure 
the  election  by  a  minority.  That  is  the  verj 
remarkable  result  of  the  cumulative  vote.  It 
is  supposed  to  protect  the  minority,  bat  it,  in 
fact,  puts  the  power  in  their  hands.  I  have 
seen  many  of  the  analyses  of  the  elections  of 
these  School  Committees,  and  the  result  is 
almost  always  the  election  of  those  who  have 
the  smallest  number  of  voters  although  the 
largest  number  of  votes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  measures  of  this  cha- 
racter which  have  been  introduced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  past  have  aJwayi 
lain  under  the  imputation  of  being  insidious 
attacks  on  our  education  system ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  this  is  a  very  short 
and  simple  Bill,  and  does  not  embody  any 
such  insidious  attack.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central  that 
this  Bill  will  provide  a  very  simple  form  of 
election  of  School  Committees,  and  one  that 
will  secure  the  full  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
inhabitants.  I  regret  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  not  included  a  definition  of  the 
word  "  householder ; "  but  I  suppose  he  will 
not  object  to  such  a  definition  being  inserted. 
He  did  suggest,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
**  householder  "  should  mean  a  resident  owner, 
lessee,  or  tenant  of  any  dwelling  in  the  school 
district.  That  is  a  desirable  safeguard,  and 
will  insure  that  the  householders  shall  have 
the  power  of  placing  those  among  themselves 
whom  they  choose  on  the  School  Committees. 
I  understand  by  his  silence  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  accedes  to  that  proposition. 

Major  STEWARD.  — I  shaU  be  gUd  to 
accept  the  proposition  from  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  he  makes  it,  for  then  there  will  be 
a  chance  of  carrying  it,  whereas  if  I  were  to 
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propose  it  myself  we  might  have  the  same 
difficulties  as  we  had  before,  and  my  Bill  might 
be  wrecked.  I  shall,  however,  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  eveiy  facility  forproposing  it. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Although  the  House  is  rather 
thin,  I  feel  very  sure,  from  the  indication  of 
feeling  throughout  it,  that  the  interpretation 
will  be  inserted.  The  Bill  is  so  simple  and  so 
desirable  that  I  shall  offer  no  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  do  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  this  evening,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  may  say  that  I  think,  while  we  are 
dealing  with  this  measure — which  will,  to  a 
certain  extent,  alter  the  present  machinery 
of  conducting  the  education  franchise — it  is 
only  right  to  say  that  the  machinery  for  the 
election  of  School  Committees  has  been  the 
weak  point  in  the  system  from  the  very  first.  I 
think  that  there  is  no  moro  important  function 
that  we,  as  citizens  of  a  free  and  growing  coun- 
try, have  to  exercise  than  the  election  of  those 
who  manage  our  education  system  to  its  very 
smallest  details.  I  have  therefore  always  re- 
gretted that  the  electoral  machinery  for  School 
Committees  harf  been  of  the  feeblest  though  of 
the  most  ingenious  nature,  and  has  fallen  short 
of  success  in  many  important  particulars.  For 
Instance,  elections  for  the  smallest  Boad  Board 
— and  how  small  some  Boad  Boards  are  I  need 
not  remind  honourable  gentlemen  —  require 
publicity,  and  that  candidates  shall  be  regu- 
larly nominated  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
electors  shall  know  whom  they  are  voting  for, 
and  at  what  time,  between  what  hours,  they 
shall  vote.  Under  our  present  Education  Act 
it  happens  that  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  of  an 
evening,  on  a  dark  and  wet  night,  those  come 
together  who  remember  it ;  and  when  they  turn 
up  in  the  room  it  may  be  a  packed  meeting  with 
Chinese  from  the  camp,  as  my  honourable 
friend  said,  and  these  electors  can  elect  a  Com- 
mittee, widiout  the  community  among  whom 
they  live,  and  whose  education  business  they 
are  conducting,  ever  knowing  about  it.  Now, 
I  say,  if  the  Boad  Board  elections  require  a 
certain  amount  of  publicity  and  of  advertising, 
we  ought,  with  respect  to  ourselves  and  our 
children,  at  all  events  to  use  the  same  precau- 
tion in  the  election  of  our  School  Committees. 
Therefore,  Sir,  if  this  Bill  is  read  a  second 
time,  which  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be,  I  shall 
endeavour,  with  the  help  of  friends,  to  draft 
such  a  clause  as  will,  at  all  events,  secure  that 
decent  publicity  is  given  to  the  nominations, 
and  that  nobody  can  be  taken  by  surprise,  and 
say  that  he  has  not  had  a  full  opportunity  of 
saying  Aye  or  No  as  to  the  fitness  of  those  who 
>  are  to  manage  the  School  Committee  business 
for  the  ensuing  year.  With  these  remarks,  I 
beg  to  state  that  I  shall  support  the  Bill  most 
cordially. 

Mr.  SIMITH.— I  should  just  like  to  say  that, 
whilst  supporting  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  I 
should  like  to  see  an  amendment  in  the  direc- 
tion mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton.  I  hope  that  the  clause  he  proposes 
to  insert  in  the  Bill  in  Committee  will  be 
drafted  so  that  we  shall  have  written  nomina- 
tions.   I  notice  that  at  nearly  all  the  School 


Committee  elections  persons  are  put  up  to  be 
elected  who  are  not  present,  and  who  have  not 
given  their  consent  to  stand.  I  think  the  least 
we  should  have  would  be  nominations  the  same 
as  for  Boad  Boards,  that  the  candidates  shall 
agree  to  stand  —  that  we  shall  have  it  under 
their  own  hands  that  they  are  willing  to  become 
candidates.  If  we  had  that,  no  doubt  the  elec- 
tions would  be  very  much  better  than  they  are 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  M  ABC  HAN  T.— I  am  going  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  principle  which  it  has 
got  in  it.  I  grant  you  that  cumulative  voting 
as  it  at  present  exists  is  open  to  abuse,  and 
is  no  doubt  abused  sometimes;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  affords  the  only  possible  safe- 
guard for  a  weak  minority  to  be  represented  at 
all,  and  if  this  Bill  is  passed  that  safeguard 
will  be  taken  away  altogether,  and  a  weak 
minority  will  have  no  chance  whatever  of  being 
represented  on  the  School  Committee.  I  do 
not  think  that  would  be  at  all  desirable.  In 
educational  matters  more  than  in  any  others 
I  think  it  is  desirable  that  all  shades  of  opinion 
should  be  represented  on  the  governing  body, 
and,  as  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands  affords 
the  only  safeguard  I  conceive  possible  to  secure 
such  representation,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
present  measure,  with  the  object  of  supporting 
the  cumulative  vote. 

Major  STEWABD.— Fortunately  I  have  little 
to  reply  to,  the  Bill  having  been  so  favourably 
received.  I  may,  however,  say,  with  reference 
to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Woodville — that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  nominations,  so  that  people  might 
know  who  was  proposed  to  be  elected,  and  pub- 
licity be  given  to  the  same — that  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  I  had  a  clause  of  that  kind  in 
my  Bill,  and  a  mode  whereby  the  thing  could 
be"  done  without  any  expense  at  all,  by  simply 
posting  the  notices  on  the  school-doors.  It 
was  found,  however,  that  the  endeavour  to 
carry  out  various  things  which  different  honour- 
able members  wanted  and  thought  necessary 
made  it  impossible  to  carry  the  Bill,  because 
some  objected  to  one  thing  and  some  to  another, 
and  they  joined  issue  on  the  last  occasion,  ancl 
for  the  first  time  prevented  the  Bill  from  going 
through  Committee.  I  take  it  that  there  will 
be  an  opportunity  to  draft  a  clause,  and,  if  so, 
the  honourable  member  will  find  no  objection 
on  my  part ;  but  I  think  I  have  done  wisely  in 
putting  in  the  Bill  simply  tlie  first  thing  that 
should  be  attempted.  If  we  succeed  in  carry- 
ing that,  I  think  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in 
carrying  the  other  suggestions,  if  they  can  be 
brought  down  in  a  workable  shape.  The  only 
objection  made  to  the  Bill  has  been  raised  by 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Taranaki, 
that  the  present  system  is  the  only  one  which 
provides  for  the  representation  of  weak  minori- 
ties. This  has  no  weight  at  all,  for  so  liberal 
is  public  sentiment  throughout  l^is  colony  that 
it  does  not  matter  whether  a  man  belongs  to  a 
particular  creed  or  not.  The  householders  do 
not  ask  any  questions  of  that  sort;  the  only 
question  they  ask  is,  whether  the  man  is  fitted 
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to  perform  the  duties  of  a  School-Committee- 
man,  and  the  question  of  nationality  or  creed 
never  enters  into  their  calculations. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.  —  There  are  other  con- 
siderations. 

Major  STEWARD.— My  honourable  friend 
says  there  are  other  considerations  ;  but  I 
would  point  out  that  we  do  not  prevent  "  plump- 
ing/' and  that  if  he  goes  into  a  calculation  as 
to  the  power  of  a  minority,  each  casting  a 
single  vote  for  one  particular  candidate,  as 
against  others  casting  one  vote  each  for  six  or 
seven  candidates,  he  will  see  that  plumping 
gives  a  strong  power  to  a  minority.  Therefore, 
Sir,  there  is  a  means  of  representing  a  minority 
even  under  the  system  of  single  votes.  I  think 
thete  is  nothing  further  to  reply  to,  and  I  trust 
the  House  will  carry  the  Bill  through  its  second 
reading  to-night,  and  that,  if  possible,  the  Go- 
vernment will  give  some  facility,  later  in  the 
session,  if  any  difficulty  should  arise,  to  enable 
it  to  go  through  Committee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  40. 

Anderson 

Levestam           Samuel 

Blake 

Loughrey           Smith 

Buxton 

lilcGregor           Taiwhanga 

Cadman 

McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 

Cowan 

Moat                  Taylor 

Duncan 

Monk                 Thompson,  R. 

Feldwick 

O'Callaghan      Walker 

Fisher 

Parata                Whyte 

Pish 

Pyke                  Wilson 

Fulton 

Reeves,  R.H.J.  Withy. 

Graham 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Hamlin 

Rhodes                      Tellers, 

Joyce 

Richardson,  G.  Fitchett 

Lance 

Ross                   Steward,  W.  J 

Noes,  16. 

Barron 

Lawry                TurnbuU 

Bruce 

O'Conor             Ward. 

Goldie 

Ormond 

Grimmond 

Perceval                    Tellers, 

Hobbs 

S.-Menteath       Marchant 

Izard 

Thompson,  T.    Newman. 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Allen 

Mitchelson 

Buchanan                   Seymour 

Hodgkinson                 Ballance 

Hutchison                    Fergus 

Kelly 

Peacock 

Macarthur                   Jackson 

Pearson 

Moss 

Valentine                     Hislop 

Vogel. 

Hall. 

Majority  for,  24. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — I  wish.  Sir,  to  make  an  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  the  vote  which  I  have 
given  on  this  Bill.  I  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
but  gave  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  a  pair  early  in 
the  evening.  I  forgot  that  I  had  done  so,  and 
remained  in  the  House  until  after  the  division 
was  called  for,  and  was  looked  in.  I  had  there- 
MoQor  Steward 


fore  to  go  into  the  *'  Noes  "  lobby  against  tiie 
measure,  and  that  is  why  I  have  to  give  this 
explanation. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  PYKE.  — Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  is 
about  the  eleventh  time  I  have  addressed  ths 
House  on  this  subject.  I  feel  like  the  pilgrim 
Christian  in  John  Banyan's  famous  ailegoiy, 
carrTing  a  heavy  burden  through  the  Slough 
of  Despond  to  the  foot  of  the  Gross,  and  I 
hope  that  I  shall  be  relieved  of  my  burden  to- 
night and  shall^cany  the  Bill  through,  so  that 
it  may  go  to  another  place  and  be  successfully 
brought  into  operation.  It  is  necessary,  in 
view  of  the  large  number  of  new  members  in 
the  House,  that  I  should  give  a  brief  succinct 
history  of  the  Bill.  I  promise  honourable 
members  that  they  will  have  no  cause  to  be 
impatient.  I  shall  be  very  brief,  because  I  feel 
that  my  case  is  so  good  a  one,  so  true  a  one, 
and  so  honest  a  one  that  I  am  bound  to  have 
the  Bill  carried,  if  not  unanimously,  by  tn 
enormous  majority.  In  1877  I  first  brouj^fc 
this  matter  before  the  House.  That  is  ten 
years  and  twelve  sessions  ago.  In  that  year  a 
Select  Committee  was  appointed  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  (now  Sir  Robert)  Stout  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  circumstcuices  surround- 
ing the  country  through  which  the  line  was  to 
pass.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee it  proceeded  to  take  evidence,  and  the 
witnesses  who  were  examined  were  those  who 
knew  the  country  thoroughly,  amongst  whom 
I  may  mention  one  or  two.  There  were  Mi. 
Donald  Reid,  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  John  Roberts 
(of  Murray,  Roberts,  and  Co.),  and  two  experts. 
Mr.  John  Thomson,  the  Surveyor-General,  and 
Mr.  McKerrow,  the  Assistant  Surveyor-General 
They  went  very  thoroughly  into  the  matter, 
and  all  the  proposed  routes  were  examined, 
there  being  no  less  than  five  then  before  the 
House.  After  examining  the  witnesses  and 
listening  to  all  the  arguments  that  could  be 
adduced,  the  Committee  imanimously  passed  a 
resolution,  which  I  will  read  to  the  House  :— 

"  The  line  via  Strath-Taieri  commands  the 
largest  quantity  of  Crown  lands  available  for 
settlement,  presents  the  fewest  engineering  dif- 
ficulties, passes  entirely  through  Crown  lands, 
and  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  the  near- 
est and  most  direct  line  to  the  interior.  It  has 
been  shown  in  evidence  that  this  line  will 
directly  open  1,200,000  acres  of  Crown  lands, 
of  which  it  is  variously  estimated  that  from 
400,000  to  500,000  acres  are  immediately 
adapted  for  agriculture.  In  addition,  it  afiords 
railway-communication  for  1,065,000  acres  of 
land  above  Cromwell,  which  is  the  natnial 
outlet  for  all  the  traffic  of  the  basin  of  the 
Clutha  River  and  the   Hawea    and  Wanab 

Lakes. 

•  *  «  «  • 

"The  Committee  recommend  the  constroo- 
tion  of  this  line  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  Government;  and,  failing  the  Govern- 
ment undertaking  its  construction,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  the  interest  of  settlement 
that  the  work  should  be  forthwith  proceeded 
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with,  either  by  the  counties  or  by  a  private 

oompany. 

«  *  •  •  « 

"And  your  Committee  further  recommend 
that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment during  the  present  session,  so  as  to  give 
^eot  to  their  report  without  delay  or  loss  of 
time,  which  in  tne  present  condition  of  the 
labour-market  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  be  injurious,  if  not  disastrous,  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country." 

The  advice  and  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  not  given  effect  to ;  and  how  dis- 
astrous and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  the  neglect  to  do  so  has  been,  let  the 
present  terrible  depression  of  the  values  of  all 
xinds  of  property  tell.  As  Chairman  of  that 
Committee  I  moved  the  adoption  of  that  re- 
port in  this  House.  I  was  opposed  by  the  then 
Government,  but  I  succeeded,  after  a  three 
nights'  debate,  in  carrying  it  by  a  majority  of 
sixteen.  The  report  was  adopted  by  that  ma- 
jority, and  the  Qovemment  was  supposed  to 
munediately  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
the  work.  Well,  Sir,  that  is  ten  years  ago.  Up 
to  the  present  time  less  than  £400,000  has  been 
expended,  eight  miles  have  been  built,  and  the 
permanent  -  way  made ;  but  that  is  all  that 
has  been  done.  In  fact,  the  funds  have  been 
wasted.  Nearly  £100,000  has  been  used  in  pro- 
viding work  for  the  so-called  "  unemployed  " — 
in  making  of  the  works  a  veritable  soup-kitchen, 
in  fact — and,  as  I  am  informed  by  competent 
authorities,  the  country  never  got  work  worth 
£20,000  for  the  money.  More  than  that,  out 
of  £1,050,000  voted  by  this  House  at  various 
times  for  making  this  railway,  only  some 
£375,000,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain, 
has  been  expended  on  it,  and  the  money  has 
been  spent  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  Well, 
Sir,  the  country  now  says  to  the  people  who 
have  petitioned  and  prayed  to  have  this  line 
made,  **  We  cannot  borrow  more  money  to  make 
it."  I  concur  in  that ;  the  country  cannot  bor- 
row more.  But  they  say,  at  the  same  time, 
*'  The  land  shall  not  be  sold  until  it  is  made." 
Now,  Sir,  that  is  very  hard.  I  have  here  in  my 
hand  a  report,  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House 
by  command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
signed  by  James'  McKerrow,  Surveyor- General, 
in  which  he  refers  to  the  land  along  the  line, 
and  he  says, — 

**  Nenthom,  Strath-Taieri,  and  Deep  Dale — 
80,000  acres  well-grassed  land,  from  600ft.  to 
2,Ci00ft.  altitude,  well  adapted  for  farms  from 
SOD  to  500  acres,  one  half  agricultural,  other 
half  pastoral.  This  country  has  been  shut  out 
from  Dunedin  and  the  coast  by  intervening 
hills.  On  the  opening  of  the  Otago  Central 
Bailway  it  will  only  be  forty  to  fifty  miles  to 
Dunedin  by  rail. 

"Upper  Taieri,  Maniototo  Plain— 150,000 
acres  open  grass-land,  at  present  held  in  runs 
which  can  be  resumed  for  settlement  on  twelve 
months*  notice  ;  altitude  of  plain,  900ft.  to 
2,000ft.;  cereal  and  root  crops  grow  well; 
10,000  acres  at  present  open  for  application  on 
settlement  conditions.    It  would  be  premature 
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to  open  more  land  until  Otago  Central  Bailway 
is  extended  to  the  plain. 

"Ida,  Manuhenkia,  and  Upper  Clutha  Val- 
ley— 250,000  acres;  similar  country  to  the 
above,  and  also  held  on  pastoral  lease ;  should 
not  be  opened  till  the  country  is  more  advanced. 
About  20,000  acres  is  now  Burveyed  and  open 
for  selection  on  settlement  conditions." 

Therefore,  Sir,  we  are  in  this  position :  Tha 
country  cannot  make  the  line,  and  they  will 
not  open  the  land  for  settlement  until  the  line 
is  made.  They  seduced  a  large  number  of 
settlers  into  taking  up  land  on  the  assurance 
that  the  line  should  be  made,  having  induced 
them  to  give  two-fold  and  three-fold  the  value 
of  the  land,  and  have  nearly  ruined  them  by  so 
doing.  And  surely  they  cannot  play  the  dog  in 
the  manger  and  say  to  them,  "  You  shall  not 
have  the  land  opened.  We  shall  not  make  the 
line  ourselves,  nor  will  we  suffer  anybody 
else  to  make  it."  That  is  truly  the  position 
that  we  are  placed  in.  I  shall  say  nothing 
about  past  promises  broken  or  good  faith 
destroyed,  but  I  say,  "Do  not  any  longer 
block  up  this  country  from  settlement."  Ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  given  by  men  who  are  • 
best  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  value 
and  extent  of  the  land,  the  Surveyor-General 
and  other  experts  estimate  that  there  are  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of  land — the 
largest  Crown  property  owned  by  the  Crown 
in  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Yes,  in  one  block  of  good  land. 
I  will  tell  you  what  the  land  is  presently ;  and 
that  land  cannot  be  dealt  with  because,  not 
being  connected  with  the  sea,  the  Government 
say  they  will  not  sell  the  land  until  the  line  is 
made.  If  the  Government  borrow  the  money 
to  make  it  the  interest  and  commission  will  be 
about  £30,000  per  annum.  Now,  we  have  here 
the  evidence  taken  last  session  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  as  to  the  value  of  that 
land  to  the  country  in  its  present  state — a 
Committee  which  should  never  have  been  al- 
lowed to  have  the  Bill  referred  to  it ;  but  I 
have  a  right  to  use  the  information  it  has  fur- 
nished. The  Surveyor-General  gives,  first  of 
all,  the  quantity  of  land  which  is  available 
upon  the  line  within  the  fifteen-miles  area  to- 
which  the  right  of  taking  land  is  limited.  He 
says, — 

"From  the  Taieri  Lake  to  Clyde  is  a  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles.  Of  Crown  lands  there 
are  1,030,000  acres.  Of  this  area  830,000  acres 
may  be  deemed  pastoral  and  200,000  acrea 
agricultural.  From  Clyde  to  Hawea,  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty  miles,  there  are  of  Crown  lands 
620,000  acres,  of  which  570,000  acres  may  be 
deemed  pastoral  and  50,000  agricultural  land. 
I  estimate  the  agricultural  land  at  £1  per  acre,, 
the  pastoral  land  from  Taieri  at  12s.  6d.  per 
acre,  and  that  between  Clyde  and  Hawea  at 
10s.  per  acre." 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  only  a  com- 
paratively small  portion  of  this  magnificent 
territory  is  required  to  build  the  railway  and 
bring  the  interior  of  Otago  into  direct  com- 
munication with  the  coast.    As  to  what  sort  of 
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land  it  is,  I  will  let  him  speak  for  himself.    He 
says, — 

**Oii  the  Grown  Terrace,  at  an  altitude  of 
1,800ft.,  they  have  grown  wheat,  for  severaJ 
seasons,  as  much  as  fifty  hushels  to  the  acre. 
Oats  they  have  grown — I  hardly  like  to  repeat 
the  quantity  to  the  acre,  hut,  according  to 
reports,  as  much  as  a  hundred  bushels  have 
been  grown  to  the  acre.  The  Grown  Terrace  is 
a  flat  piece  of  land,  of  a  virgin  soil.  It  has 
grown  crops  for  a  few  years,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  will  continue  to  do  so  unless  fertilisers  are 
added.  But,  coming  to  the  district  of  Sow- 
bum,  Maniototo  Plain,  a  digger  there  brought 
in  water  from  the  hills,  and  gave  the  land  a 
good  soak  to  start  the  crops.  I  never  saw  finer 
crops  of  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  than  he  pro- 
duced. The  elevation  was  about  1,000ft.  These 
crops  were  grown  on  land  that  you  would  de- 
cidedly call  Might.'  The  soil  consists  princi- 
pally of  mica-schist,  which,  where  it  is  decom- 
posed, is  well  adapted  for  growing  fruit.  The 
finest  fruit  in  Otago  is  grown  up  in  the  Glutha 
district." 

I  have  made  a  statement  to  the  House 
several  times,  and  I  have  always  heard  sup- 
pressed laughter  at  it,  that  land  there  has 
grown  grain-crops  for  twenty  years,  and  will 
still  continue  to  grow  them,  the  com  growing 
so  tall  that  the  tallest  man  in  the  House — ^and 
we  have  some  pretty  tali  ones  here  now — could 
not  be  seen  if  he  were  standing  in  the  midst  of 
it.    Here  is  evidence  on  that  point : — 

**  Mr.  Whyte.]  Gan  water  be  brought  on  to 
this  land  ? — Yes ;  at  the  bases  of  the  hills  the 
farmer  can  take  it  in  little  streamlets  from  the 
snow-fed  rivers.  I  might  say  that,  in  calculating 
the  future  capacity  of  the  country,  the  question 
is  not  so  much  the  nature  of  the  soil  as  the 
amount  of  available  water  and  the  facilities 
for  bringing  it  on  to  the  land. 

"  Mr.  Pyke.j  There  is  a  great  deal  of  lime 
there  ? — Yes. 

**  There  are  travertines  there,  which  have  the 
effect  of  an  open-air  hothouse  upon  growth  ? — 
Yes. 

«( The  effect  of  bringing  the  water  on  to  the 
land  was  to  stimulate  growth  7 — Yes. 

"You  know  the  neighbourhood  of  Black's; 
that,  I  believe,  has  been  under  cultivation  for 
fifteen  years  ? — Yes. 

"  They  have  grown  wheat  at  Black's  without 
manure  ? — Yes. 

"  Mr.  Cowan.]  With  the  aid  of  water  ? — 
With  the  aid  of  water. 

**  TJie  CJiairman.]  How  long  ? — For  nearly 
twenty  years." 

In  fact,  the  soil  is  inexhaustible.  People  are 
settled  on  the  lands  without  any  means  of 
communication  except  the  old  bush -roads, 
which  will  no  longer  serve  our  purposes  in  this 
age  of  rapid  progress.  They  ask  nothing  of  the 
country  except  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  rail- 
way. Why,  the  country  should  rejoice  at  the 
thing  being  proposed  to  it.  The  evidence  given 
by  the  Surveyor-General  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land  shows  that  the  amount  required  to  be 
given  under  this  Bill  is  worth  only  £5,000  a  year 
to  the  Grown.  That  represents,  at  5  per  cent., 
Mr.Pyk$ 


£100,000.  Now,  the  line  is  110  miles  long,  and 
will  cost  £750,000  to  make ;  and  if  the  colony 
raised  that  amount  it  would  involve  the  pay- 
ment every  year  of  £30,000  as  interest,  and  sot 
nearly  so  much  benefit  would  be  conferred  by 
the  making  of  the  line  as  will  be  if  it  is  made 
by  a  company.  I  think  no  man  who  has 
watched  what  "has  been  done  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  need  ask  the  cause  of  that 
Here  is  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  whidi 
has  made  eight  miles  of  railway  in  eight 
months,  while  it  has  taken  the  colony  eight 
years  to  make  eight  miles  of  the  Otago  CentnL 
Look  at  the  way  the  Manawatu  Railway  Com- 
pany is  settling  the  country — cutting  up  the 
land,  and  putting  on  large  numbers  of  people, 
where,  if  the  line  had  been  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment, there  would  not  now  have  been  a 
single  settler.  This  Bill  went  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  they  made  a  recommendation, 
too,  on  the  subject.  I  may  say  I  did  introduce 
a  Bill  in  1877,  which  passed  through  all  stsgei 
in  this  House,  and  went  up  to  the  Legislatiiv 
Council,  where  it  passed  its  second  reading 
and  went  into  Committee,  but  went  no  farther, 
for  reasons  that  I  need  not  now  enter  into,  ex- 
cept to  say  that  other  lines  utterly  unconnected 
with  this  line  were  mixed  up  with  it,  and  that 
this  caused  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  other 
House,  and  thereby  the  Bill  was  held  in  sos- 
pense  and  prevented  from  passing.  But  foe 
that,  this  Bill  would  have  been  passed  in  1877, 
and  the  line  would  now  have  been  made.  Now, 
this  is  what  was  said  by  the  Committee  which 
inquired  into  the  subject  in  the  Council : — 

"After  consideration  of  the  evidence  bofote 
them,  and  mature  deliberation,  your  Committee 
have  arrived  at  the  following  resolution :  That 
the  railway-lines  specified  there — the  Strath- 
Taieri  and  Clyde— are  desirable  public  works, 
which  would  greatly  promote  the  settlement  of 
the  country  and  the  development  of  its  re- 
sources;  that  the  Committee  approve  of  the 
principle  of  reserving  Grown  lands  for  the  eon- 
straction  of  railways,  provided  that  the  reserva- 
tion shall  be  in  each  case  of  an  extent  and 
character  sufficient  to  insure  that  no  charge 
for  the  construction  of  the  line  shall  ultimately 
fall  on  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony." 

WoU,  on  the  strength  of  that,  the  Bill  was 
passed  in  this  House  and  sent  up  to  them. 
What  did  that  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  I  have  a 
copy  of  it  here— the  Bill  of  1877— and  it  says,— 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  make 
reserves  out  of  tho  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in 
the  counties  of  Taieri,  Maniototo,  and  Vincent, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  areas  of  four 
hundred  thousand  acres." 

Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  at  that  date  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  approved  of  and  adopted 
the  principle  of  making  railways  by  grants  of 
land ;  and,  although  that  system  has  fsilen  into 
desuetude,  I  maintain  that  nothing  better  was 
ever  proposed.  In  making  our  roads,  do  we  not 
take  the  price  of  the  land  to  pay  for  the  roads? 
And  what  is  a  railway  ?  Surely  it  is  only  a 
better  sort  of  road.  The  same  principle  should 
be  applied  to  railways  as  to  roads,  and  if  we  do 
that  with  the  lands  at  our  disposal  we  can  do 
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leveral  very  greafc,.good,  and  desirable  things  at 
the  same  time  :  we  can  make  the  lands  in  the 
interior  of  the  Island  accessible  from  the  sea- 
coast,  we  can  settle  a  population  on  them,  we 
can  find  employment  for  the  unemployed,  and 
do  away  with  the  depression  which  now  hangs 
like  chaos  over  the  country.  I  will  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  longer  in  referring 
to  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  but 
I  will  just  state  one  or  two  points  I  have 
made  a  note  of  on  the  conditions  in  the  Bill, 
which  are  very  important.  In  the  first  place, 
unlike  the  concessions  in  the  case  of  the 
Ifanawatu  Bailway  Company,  nothing  more  is 
asked  for  in  this  Bill  than  the  grant  of  33  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  railway  in  land.  No 
works  constructed  by  the  Government  are  asked 
for,  and  there  is  no  request  for  power  to  go  out- 
side the  fifteen-mile  limit  for  land,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Midland  Bailway.  We  know  that 
there  is  far  more  than  enough  land  within 
that  limit.  Then,  the  Manawatu  Bailway  is 
fed  by  Government  lines,  but  the  railway 
proposed  by  this  Bill  will  act  as  a  feeder 
to  no  less  than  three  Government  lines.  If 
honourable  members  look  at  the  map  in  the 
lobby  they  will  see  that  the  points  at  which 
three  Government  lines  end  are  just  twenty- 
five  miles  from  the  Taieri  Lake.  There  are 
the  line  from  Dunedin  vid  Strath-Taieri,  the 
line  to  Palmerston  vi&  Shag  Valley,  and  the 
line  to  Oamaru  vid  Ngapara.  The  reason  why 
the  Taieri  Lake  is  selected  as  the  starting-point 
for  this  line  is  simply  this :  that  two  or  three 
sessions  ago  the  Government  said  they  would 
make  the  line  so  far  and  no  farther.  I  do 
not  desire  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment anything  they  desire  to  do  them- 
selves. I  would  much  rather  they  made  it  all 
themselves.  But,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  de- 
sirable, in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  to 
borrow  money  for  the  purpose,  I  say,  let  the 
House  do  justice  to  the  struggling  settlers  in 
■the  interior  of  Otago.  Give  them  power  to 
form  a  company  which  will  make  the  railway 
for  one-fifth  of  the  land  owned  by  the  Crown, 
which  that  line  will  greatly  enhance  in  value, 
and  we  shall  be  quite  satisfied  with  what  the 
country  has  done  for  us.  I  beg  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
•  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  shall  be  con- 
salting  tho  convenience  of  the  House  if  I  say  as 
little  as  possible  on  this  Bill ;  but  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  just  to  place  on  record  some 
'details  in  connection  with  this  line  in  addition 
to  the  figures  given  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Dunstan,  who  has  so  ably  and  lucidly 
explained  the  main  points  in  connection  with 
the  subject  to  the  House.  I  desire  to  place  on 
record  several  details,  so  that  they  may  be  in  a 
more  convenient  form  for  persons  in  the  coun- 
try who  wish  to  know  something  about  them. 
These  details  are  remarkable,  and  for  that 
reason  also  I  give  them  to  the  House.  I  think 
my  honourable  friend  stated  that  the  line  was 
originally  authorised  in  1877,  and  was  actually 
commenced  early  in  1879.  He  mentioned  that 
the  amount  which  has  been  spent  on  the  line 
is  about  £400,000;  but  he  did  not  give  the 


amounts  of  the  different  votes  for  the  lin0 
during  all  those  years,  and  I  now  wish  to  place 
them  in  parallel  columns  with  the  expenditure, 
BO  that  the  position  may  be  easily  and  readily 
seen.  The  following  are  the  amounts,  omitting 
shillings  and  pence,  which  have  been  voted 
as  compared  with  those  which  have  been 
expended : — 

YeBx,  Veto.  Expenditure. 

1878-79  ....  65,000  ....  1,939 

1879-^  ,...  120,800  ....  49,744 

1880-81  ....  68,000  ,...  52,479 

1881-82  ....  86,000  ....  21,148 

1882-83  ....  60,000  ....  24,894 

1883-84  ..,,  130,000  ....  11,8.30 

1884-85  ....  166,000  ....  29,352 

1885-^6  ....  126,600  ....  75,828 

1886-87  ....  140,000  ....  60,993 


£891,400 


£326,207 


And  on  the  31st  March,  1887 — according  to 
the  Public  Works  Statement  of  last  year— the 
liabilities  which  it  would  be  fair  and  proper  to 
include  were  £66,564.  This,  altogether,  makes  a 
total  amount  vobedof  £891,400 ;  while  £328,207 
has  been  spent,  and  the  liabilities  bring  it  to 
£394,761.  I  think  these  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves, showing,  as  they  do,  that  there  is 
nearly  half  a  million  of  money  due  to  the 
line.  Now,  my  honourable  friend  has  entered 
very  largely  into  the  matter,  and  I  shall  say 
nothing  more  than  this:  that  he  did  not  lay 
much  stress  upon  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  constructing  the  line  on  the  principle  of 
land-grants — that  it  is  really  the  only  way  by 
which  the  country  can  be  saved  from  a  very 
large  and  serious  amount  of  borrowing.  The 
country  has  been  committed  to  the  line :  of 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever.  It  is 
not  like  new  country  entirely  unsettled,  but, 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  it  is  dotted  over 
with  small  knots  of  settlers  ;  and  these  settlers 
have,  without  doubt,  in  some  hundreds  of 
cases,  been  induced  to  settle  there  on  the 
strength  of  the  line  being  completed :  they 
have  settled  there  with  every  hope  that  the  line, 
to  which  the  country  was  committed,  would 
be  made.  If  we  were  commencing  the  line 
afresh  and  out  of  loan,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
should  be  found  amongst  those  who  would 
say  that  the  colony  was  unequal  to  the  task ; 
but  so  much  money  has  been  spent,  nearly 
£400,000,  in  order  to  take  the  line  through 
the  very  worst  country  along  it — that  is,  the 
worst  from  a  construction  as  well  as  an  agri- 
cultural point  of  view — that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  to  prevent  the  amount  that  has 
been  already  spent  from  being  entirely  thrown 
away,  that  the  line  should  go  considerably 
further.  Now,  there  is  another  very  curious 
fact  in  connection  with  the  line  :  Since  it  was 
commenced  the  amount  of  money  borrowed 
by  the  colony  for  works  throughout  the 
country  has  been  exactly  £11,075,000.  If 
the  £2,000,000  that  is  now  proposed  to  be 
raised  is  authorised,  that  will   make  up  no 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


468 


Bush-firing  BilL 


.[HOUSE.]         Bush-firing  Bill         [Nov.  17 


less  a  sum  than  £18,075,000 ;  and,  as  the  pre- 
sent proposal  is  only,  with  this  money,  to 
carry  the  line  to  Middlemarsh — that  is,  some 
thirty-five  or  forty  miles— it  will  take  a  general 
expenditure  of  all  this  money  to  do  it.  Surely 
that  is  an  extraordinary  commentary  on  our 
metiiod  of  constructing  railways.  The  original 
length  of  the  line  was  182  miles,  and  £13,000,000 
of  money  will  have  been  borrowed  and  expended 
in  order  to  take  it  thirty-five  miles  1  1  think 
the  demands  now  made  in  respect  of  this  line 
are  exceedingly  moderate.  Under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  I  think  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  further  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
except  to  say  that  the  House  would  do  well  to 
support  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  will  get 
us,  in  the  best,  cheapest,  and  shortest  way,  out 
of  a  serious  difficulty. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Colonel  FRASER. — During  the  late  elections 
I  promised  my  constituents  that  unless  the 
Government  brought  down  a  Bill  reducing  the 
number  of  members  in  the  House  I  would 
undertake  to  do  so  myself.  Seeing  no  mention 
of  any  such  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  in  the  Governor's  Speech,  I  asked  for 
leave  to  introduce  this  Bill,  and  had  it  read  a 
first  time.  Since  then  the  Government  have 
intimated  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
this  purpose,  and,  as  I  consider  that  it  is  more 
proper  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Government  than  by  a  private  individual 
— although. the  number  they  propose  is  not 
such  as  I  should  like  to  see  the  House  re- 
duced to,  that  is  a  matter  I  can  have  tested  in 
Committee — to  save  expense  of  printing,  and 
not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  ask  for  leave  for  the  order 
to  be  discharged. 

Bill  discharged. 

BUSH-FIRING  BILL. 
Mr.  MARCHANT.— My  object  in  introducing 
this  Bill  is  to  place  upon  the  Statute  Book 
some  provision  in  regard  to  the  firing  of  felled 
bush.  At  present  wo  have  no  such  law  at  all, 
and  we  are  consequently  subject  to  the  English 
common-law  for  our  regulations  on  the  subject, 
and  the  English  common-law  is  not  at  all  ap- 
plicable to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony. 
Frequently  cases  of-  damage  owing  to  the 
firing  of  felled  bush  have  come  before  the  in- 
ferior Courts  ;  and  on  several  occasions,  to  my 
knowledge,  opinions  have  been  expressed  to 
this  efiect :  that  people  who  go  into  the  bush 
to  settle  must  of  necessity  make  fires,  and,  con- 
sequently, should  take  their  chance  of  a  reason- 
able amount  of  damage  from  that  source, 
always  supposing,  of  course,  that  there  is  no 
malice,  nor  recklessness,  nor  negligence  by 
those  who  set  the  fires  going.  Consequently, 
no  case  in  connection  with  the  firing  of  felled 
bush  has  ever  come  before  the  superior  Courts 
of  New  Zealand  till  quite  recently.  It  was  a 
few  months  ago  that  a  case  was  heard  at 
Wanganui  in  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court 
—the  case  of  Dougherty  versus  Smith — which 
Mr,  M,  J.  S,  Mackensie 


appears  in  the  law  reports.  A  settler  felled 
some  bush  and  firefl  it.  It  was  fired  at  a  veij 
suitable  time.  There  was  a  moderate  breeze, 
one  not  calculated  to  do  any  damage,  and  ih» 
fire  apparently  ran  over  the  felled  bush  with- 
out doing  any  hsurm  whatever.  Evening  came, 
the  wind  dropped,  and  the  fire  died  down,  and 
remained  smouldering  during  the  night.  la 
the  morning  the  vnnd  freshened,  and  towards 
mid-day  gathered  force  and  increased  to  a  strong 
gale.  The  effect  of  that,  of  course,  was  to  fan 
the  fire  and  to  drive  it  on  until  it  crossed  the 
boundaries  of  one  or  two  persons — ^fiying,  I  sup- 
pose, from  stump  to  stump.  It  crossed  some 
adjacent  properties  without  doing  any  serious 
damage,  until  it  eventually  reached  the  property 
of  a  Mr.  Smith,  and  there  it  caught  hold  of  some 
posts  and  rails,  which  it  burned.  The  owner 
brought  an  action  in  the  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  for  the  amount  of  damage,  and  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintif 
to  the  amount  of  £15  10s.  8d.  The  defendant 
appealed,  and  the  case  was  heard  before  Chief 
Justice  Prendergast.  It  was  argued  very  care- 
fully; the  English  authorities  were  quoted; 
but  one  thing  was  veiy  significant,  and  thst 
was  that  the  counsel  for  the  respondent— that 
is,  of  course,  the  plaintiff  in  the  lower  Conzt 
— admitted  that  the  question  seemed  not  to 
have  arisen  in  New  South  Wales,  as  bush-fires 
are  there  authorised  by  statute.  However,  the 
Chief  Justice,  on  the  authority  of  the  English 
text-books,  ruled  that,  although  this  fire  was 
started  under  favourable  circumstances,  al- 
though the  person  who  lit  it  wsis  not  at  all  re- 
sponsible— that  is,  morally  responsible — for  the 
damage,  still  he  was  legally  responsible,  and, 
since  he  lit  the  fire,  must  expect  to  take  the 
consequences  of  everything  that  happened. 
The  law  report  is  this  : — 

"  A  man  who,  without  negligence,  but  in- 
tentionally, sets  fire  to  felled  bush  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  his  land,  is  liable,  if  the 
fire  spreads  to  a  neighbouring  property,  for  the 
damage  it  does,  even  where  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  damage  is  a  gale  of  wind  which 
arises  aiter  the  lighting  of  the  fire." 

The  first  operative  clause  in  my  Bill  is  de- 
signed to  meet  such  a  case.    It  provides, — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  occupier  of  any 
land  on  which  bush  shall  have  been  or  shall  be 
felled,  or  for  any  person  on  his  behalf,  to  set 
fire  to  such  felled  bush  between  the  twentieth 
day  of  January  and  the  first  day  of  June  in  any 
year,  and  no  damages  for  injury  done  to  other 
persons  or  their  property  consequent  upon  the 
firing  of  such  felled  bush  shall  be  recoverable : 
Provided  always  that  the  person  firing  or 
causing  to  be  fired  such  felled  bush  shall  have 
published,  in  some  newspaper  generally  circulat- 
ing in  the  district  where  such  land  is  situated, 
a  notification,  at  least  seven  days  and  not  mote 
than  fourteen  days  prior  to  such  firing,  of  hii 
intention  to  fire  such  bush,  and  setting  forth 
the  number  of  the  section  and  the  name  of  the 
road  on  which  it  is  situated;  and  provided, 
further,  that  no  malice  or  gross  negligence 
in  connection  with  such  firing  shall  have  been 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.] 


Suih-firing  BiU, 


IHOTJSBO 


Bush-firing  'Bill. 


469 


proved  against  the  peison  or  persons  firing  such 
felled  hush." 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  it  will 
be  desirable  to  add  in  Committee  a  further 
provision  that  the  person  burning  ofE  should 
«erve  notice  personally  on  his  neighbours  of  his 
intention  to  fire  bush.  Of  course,  to  that  I 
«honld  quite  agree.    The  law  report  goes  on  to 

"  It  would  appear  that  the  defendant  would 
not  be  relieved  from  responsibility  even  if  it 
was  proved  that  the  gale  which  caused  the 
•damage  was  so  strong  and  of  such  rare  occur- 
rence that  it  could  not  reasonably  have  been 
foreseen." 

It  is  further  laid  down,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Chief  Justice, — 

<*  In  Addison  on  Torts  it  is  said  that  even 
where  a  fire  spreads  from  one  person's  land  to 
another's,  and  from  thence  to  a  third,  the 
second  person  is  liable  to  the  third  for  damage 
done." 

The  second  operative  clause  of  the  Bill  is 
designed  to  meet  that  case.    It  says, — 

"*  If  fire  not  kindled  by  himself  passes  over 
land  occupied  by  any  person,  such  occupier 
shall  not  be  liable  to  any  action  for  damage 
caused  thereby  to  any  other  person  simply  by 
reason  of  such  occupier's  failure  or  neglect  to 
extinguish  such  fire." 

I  think  it  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
it  is  desirable  there  should  be  some  provi- 
sion on  the  Statute  Book  of  this  country  to 
regulate  the  firing  of  felled  bush.  In  New 
South  Wales  there  is  a  law  to  that  effect.  It 
was  passed  in  1866,  and  I  think  it  is  very  good 
proof  of  the  desirableness  of  this  law  that  no 
case  heuB  arisen  in  the  superior  Courts  of  New 
South  Wales  on  the  subject  of  bush-fires.  That 
law  says, — 

**  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  occupier  of  any 
land  to  bum  any  wood  or  other  inflammable 
material  on  such  land  after  he  shall  have 
cleared  of  inflammable  substance  a  space  of 
land  around  the  wood  or  other  inflammable 
material  intended  to  be  ignited  of  not  less  than 
fifteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  after  he  shall  have 
given  to  the  occupiers  of  all  contiguous  land  a 
notice  in  writing,  at  least  twenty-fours  before 
burning  or  igniting  as  aforesaid,  of  the  time  at 
which  it  is  his  intention  so  to  bum  or  ignite." 

I  do  not  think  it  is  needful  for  me  to  say 
much  more  as  to  the  intent  of  the  Bill.  It  must 
be  evident  to  every  one,  now  that  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has  gone  forth,  that,  if  a 
man  lights  a  fire  in  the  bush  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  and  takes  every  care 
that  the  fire  shall  not  do  any  damage,  and  yet 
if,  from  some  cause  altogether  beyond  his  con- 
trol— such  as  a  heavy  gale  springing  up — that 
fire  does  spread  and  does  damage  to  property 
after  passing  over  the  land  of  two  or  three 
neighbours,  even,  perhaps,  running  over  stand- 
ing bush — if,  I  say,  under  such  circumstances 
a  man  is  to  be  responsible  for  damage,  settle- 
ment in  the  bush  will  be  almost  impossible. 
I  would  impress  upon  the  House  that  it  is  only 
common-sense  that  when  a  man  goes  into  the 
hush  to  settle,  since  he  himself  must  make  fires, 


he  should  expect  to  take  a  fair  risk  of  damage 
£comfire  started  by  others,  so  long  as  those  fires 
are  not  recklessly  or  negligently  made.  The 
provision  in  this  Bill  is  only  to  protect  a  man  if 
there  is  no  recklessness  or  gross  negligence  or 
malice,  and  I  think  such  a  provision  is  very 
reasonable.  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HONK. — I  have  no  desire  to  be  obstruc- 
tive to  this  measure  just  for  the  ssJce  of  ob- 
struction, for  I  feel  considerable  interest  in 
the  matter,  and  that  there  should  be  some 
good  law  introduced  with  regard  to  lighting 
fires,  especially  in  the  northern  end  of  this 
Island — where,  during  certain  months  of  the 
year,  the  danger  of  careless  or  negligent  light- 
ing   of  fires   is    very    great    to   neighbouring 
properties.    I  am  satined   that  the  country 
is  sadly  in  need  of  a  law  on  the  subject ;  but 
it  should  be  such  a  comprehensive  measure 
as  to  suit  the  different  circumstances  under 
which  accidents  are  liable  to  occur  through 
negligent    lighting    of    fires,    or,    during    the 
summer  months,  in  lighting  fires  for  clearing 
purposes.    I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  that  a  very 
large  amount  of  damage  is,  every  year,  in- 
flicted on  this  colony  through  fires  that  are 
lighted,  not  always  negligently,  but  under  the 
belief  that  in  so  doing  there  was  no  accident 
or  injury  to  neighbouring  properties  likely  to 
happen.    This  law  proposes  to  diminish,  so  to 
speak,  the  pressure  which  is  now  imposed  on 
persons  lighting  fires ;  and  yet  the   lighting 
of  fires  is  at  present  conducive  to  so  much 
injury  to    property    throughout    the    colony. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to   the  New  South 
Wales  Act.    Before  allusion  was  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  that  Act  I  had  made 
a  note  that  in  the  Act  he  cited  from  there  is 
this  provision :  that,  in  order  for  a  person  to  be 
free  from  liability,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him, 
at  enormous  expense,  to  clear  a  considerable 
ring  or  open  space  round  the  bush  he  desired 
to  bum  before  he  could  be  said  to  have  taken 
the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  fire 
spreading  to  his  neighbour's  property.    And  if 
this  were  insisted  upon  in  regard  to  our  bush- 
clearings  in  the  North  it  would  ruin  settlement. 
I  understand  that  some  alterations  are  to  be 
made  in  the  waste-land  laws  and  their  mancLge- 
ment.    I  believe  it  will  be  imperative  on  the 
Government  at  the  same  time  to  introduce  a 
law  which  will  enable  County  Councils  or  local 
bodies  to  act  as  conservators  of  the  forests, 
and  to  regulate  the  process  under  which  fires 
may  be  lighted.    This  Bill  only  provides  for 
the  firing  of  bush  that  has  been  felled.    Now,  a 
vast  number  of  fires  are  lit  every  summer,  and 
necessarily  so,  in  clearing  away  scrub,  swamp- 
growth,  and  other  waste  material  that  would 
not  come  under  the  category  of  bush-clearing. 
I  think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ought 
to  withdraw  this  Bill,  because  a  more  compre- 
hensive measure  is  necessary  in  the  interests 
of    the    settlers   of    the    colony.     Some   pro- 
vision will  be  necessary  under  which  firing 
during  the  summer  months  can  be  kept  under 
some    control,    especially  in  the   vicinity    of 
forests;  and  this  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with 
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Olearisgs  in  forests.  This  Bill  may  be  all  righfi 
for  the  little  district  represented  by  the  honoui- 
able  member  for  Toranaki. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  an  important  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  MONK. — It  is  an  important  district,  I 
ibdmit.  It  is  the  Goshen  of  the  North  Island, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  enjoying 
its  pleasant  pastures  thinks  that  there  is  no 
other  part  of  the  colony  where  a  measure  which 
may  be  exactly  suited  to  his  district  would  be 
altogether  unsuitable.  In  some  parts  there  are 
valuable  reserves  belonging  to  the  Government, 
and  valuable  forests  belonging  to  persons  en- 
gaged in  private  enterprise — forest  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  the  colony  to  conserve.  Sir,  if 
we  do  not  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
secure  our  mountains  and  hilltops,  and  retain 
their  forests,  we  shall  have  an  irregularity  of 
rain-visitation  which  will  be  inimical  to  hus- 
bandry in  the  North. 

An  Hon.  Member. — We  cannot  get  our  clear- 
ings dry  enough  to  burn. 

Mr.  MONK.  —  Ah  1  but  your  climate  is 
moister :  your  mountain-tops  are  clad  in  ever- 
lasting snow,  ours  with  the  beauty  of  forest- 
growth.  And  in  mentioning  this  the  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  to  call  my  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  law  that  will  suit  Taranaki  will 
not  suit  down  south ;  and  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
assure  him  that  the  law  which  will  suit  around 
Lake  Wakatipu  will  not  suit  that  part  of  the 
country  around  our  kauri-forests  in  the  North. 
I  should  like  the  honourable  member  for  Tara- 
naki to  assure  me  that  he  will*  withdraw  the 
Bill.  In  that  case,  I  shall  be  happy  to  form 
one  of  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  ask  them  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration  during  the  recess,  for  it  is  one 
of  vital  importfljice,  and  if  it  is  neglected  it 
will  bring  more  or  less  of  loss  on  the  colony 
this  summer;  and  the  further  and  longer 
it  is  postponed  the  more  serious  and  irre- 
parable will  be  the  injury  inflicted.  You  can 
have  very  little  idea,  Sir,  of  the  loss  that  is 
inflicted  on  the  colony  by  the  destruction  of 
forests — the  actual  money  loss,  the  actual  loss 
of  labour,  the  actual  loss  of  industry,  and  also 
the  loss  that  will  be  inflicted  on  the  beauty  of 
the  country.  That  which  is  often  destroyed  by 
a  careless  match  could  not  be  restored  for  the 
next  century,  if  ever,  indeed,  at  the  past  rate  of 
forestry  efforts  to  restore  that  which  we  are 
now  recklessly  wasting ;  and  yet  we  are  allow- 
ing that  loss  and  destruction  of  forests  to  go  on 
year  after  year  without  taking  any  notice  of  it  1 
I  notice  that  by  this  Bill  a  person  has  to  adver- 
tise in  the  papers  that  he  intends  to  "do  a 
bum,"  as  it  is  called.  I  should  like  to  know 
which  is  the  paper  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's district  in  which  these  advertisements 
should  be  inserted. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Taranalci  Herald. 

Mr.  MONK.— Well,  Sir,  they  must  have  a 
particularly  weather-wise  prophet  in  that  dis- 
trict, because  the  Bill  provides  that  a  person 
shall  give  notice,  say,  on  a  Monday  that  seven 
days  afterwards  a  particular  bush  is  going  to 
be  fired ;  and,  supposing  there  is  a  violent  storm, 
Mr,  Monk 


an  owner  is  at  liberty  to  set  fire  to  his  bush^ 
and  is  not  responsible  if  the  fire  travels  on  and 
destroys  all  the  homesteads  for  miles  around 
him.  The  remembrance  of  that  great  fizq 
which  not  long  ago  swept  away  so  much  and 
inflicted  so  great  destruction  in  the  Taranaki 
Dist^rict  must  impress  us  with  the  irreparable 
injury  that  might  be  inflicted  under  this  Bill. 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  pass  a  measure  like 
this,  for  the  reason  I  have  stated — that  the 
colony  is  in  need  of  some  more  comprehensivB 
measure  for  regulating  bush-fires.  There  are, 
as  I  said  before,  to  be  some  alterations  made  in 
the  present  forestry  regulations,  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Act,  and  in  the  forest-protecting  powen 
of  local  bodies ;  and  for  that  reason  I  think  it 
desirable  that  the  Government  should  be  re- 
quested to  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
secure  the  better  firing  of  forests,  and  the  keep- 
ing of  those  fires  under  control. 

Mr.  McGBEGOR.— I  wish  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  suggest  that  there 
is  no  need  for  adjournment,  but  that  this  Bill 
might  at  least  be  advanced  a  stage  at  this  sit- 
ting. No  other  business  can  come  on,  and  «e 
might  at  least,  by  sitting  a  few  minutes  more, 
pass  this  Bill  on  to  the  Committee  stage. 

Mr.  FERGUS.  — I  trust  the  House  will 
agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  be- 
cause the  subject  is  a  very  important  one. 
This  will  be  seen  by  any  one  who  has  read  the 
Bill,  which  provides  that,  if  a  man  fires  his 
bush,  and  the  fire  extends  to  his  neighbour's 
property  and  does  him  great  damage,  that 
neighbour  shall  have  no  redress  whatever  for 
the  damage  that  has  been  done  him. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.  — I  should  like  to  see  the 
debate  adjourned,  because  the  subject  of  this 
Bill  requires  more  attention  than  has  ap- 
parently been  given  to  it.  It  is  a  most  im- 
portant subject,  and  in  the  Taranaki  Distiiet 
particularly  the  settlers  have  suffered  a  toj 
great  deal  by  bush-fires.  At  the  same  time, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  we  have  always 
a  very  important  object  to  achieve — that  is, 
the  clearing  of  the  land  from  bush.  With 
confiicting  interests  on  a  most  important  ques- 
tion, it  is  imperative  that  any  legislation  on  the 
subject  should  bo  passed  with  the  greatest  caie 
and  deliberation,  as  it  is  very  easy  to  do  more 
harm  than  good.  I  hope  that,  in  order  to  give 
more  time  for  consideration  of  the  matter,  the 
debate  will  be  adjourned. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  18th  November,  1887. 


First  Beading— Third  Boading— Tax  on  Totalisatom 
— ^Legislative  CouncillorB'  Attendance. 

The  Hon.  the  Speak£b  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 
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FIRST  READING. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  Property  Trust 
BUI. 

THIRD  READING. 
Gisbome  High  School  Bill. 

TAX  ON  TOTALISATORS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— Sir,  in  order  to  bring 
about  a  change  in  public  opinion  on  any  sub- 
ject materially  affecting  the  well-being  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,   I  know  of    no  better 
method  than  that  of  initiating  a  discussion  on 
the  subject  in  this  Council.    A  subject  will  be 
discussed  with  more  fullness  and  freedom  in  this 
Oouncil  than  it  would  be  likely  to  be  in  a  cham- 
ber where  necessarily  the  opinions  of  honourable 
members  are  sometimes  expressed  in  relation 
to  their  influence  on  the  position  of  parties  in 
the  House.    Before  proceeding  to  the  subject 
of  my  motion,  I  wish  to  anticipate  an  objec- 
tion which  may  be  raised,  which  is,  that  subjects 
of  taxation  and  its  incidence  have  by  consent 
been  excluded  from  the  consideration  and  de- 
liberations of  this  Council,  on  the  ground,  pro- 
bably, of  their  being  more  properly  and  fittingly 
subjects  for  discussion  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature.     That,  in  ordinary  times,  I  em- 
phatically concur  in,  but  we  have  been  brought 
by  a  series  of  events  into  a  position  in  this 
colony    which    is    extraordinary,    and  which, 
from  the  disclosures  made  in  the  last  Financial 
Statement,  seems  to  me  to  call  upon  every 
public  man  and  every  public  body  to  try  and 
discover  a  method  by  which    the   revenue   of 
the  colony  may  be  extended,  to  prevent  the 
serious  consequences  which  are  indicated  in 
that    Financial    Statement    as    affecting    the 
members  of  the  Civil  Service  of  this  colony, 
to  whom  it  is  so  considerably  indebted  for  its 
good  government  and  progresss.    I  was  pre- 
sent. Sir,  on  a  very  interesting  occasion,  the 
closure  of  the  Exhibition  of  Arts  and  Manu- 
factures held  in  this  city  some  two  years  ago, 
and  I  heard  a  statement  made  by  the  then 
Premier,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  to  the  effect  that 
the   surplus  property  of    the  people  of   New 
Zealand  over  the  whole  liabilities  amounted  to 
twenty  millions  of  money ;  and  he  said,  "  Not 
a  bad  result  after  forty  years,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  six  hundred  thousand  men,  women,  and 
children."    That  statement   appeared   to  me 
at  the  time  to  be  defective,  though  I  could  not 
at  the  moment  detect  wherein.     Since,  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  it  was  defective  in  this: 
that  it  did  not  state  on  the  one  side  the  gross 
assets,  and  on  the  other  the  gross  liabilities; 
for  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  honourable  mem- 
bers that  if  tlie  £20,000,000  were  £20,000,000  of 
surplus  over  £5,000,000  of  liabilities,  supposing 
that  the  values  were  inflated  at  the  time  they 
were  ascertained,  such  values  could  bear  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  value  without  so  consi- 
derably affecting  the  main  value  of  the  surplus. 
But  if  that  £20,000,000  of  value  is  a  surplus  of 
value  over  £80,000,000  of  liabilities— one  writer 
makes  it  £97,000,000,  but   suppose    it  to  be 
£80,000,000  of  liabilities  arising  out  of  public. 
Municipal  Corporation,  harbour,  and  private 
indebtedness,  added    to  which    mi^st   be  the 


considerable  amount  of  annual  income  that 
is  drawn  from  this  colony  by  persons  resid- 
ing permanently  out  of  it — practically  it  can 
hardly  be  set  down  at  less  than  £80,000,000-^ 
it  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  surplus. 
Then,  if  there  was  at  the  time  the  estimate  was 
made  a  considerable  inflation  in  values,  when 
it  comes  to  be  the  case  that  these  fictitious 
values  come  to  their  proper  level  we  may  an- 
ticipate a  very  considerable  reduction  all  round 
in  the  estimated  value  of  property.  To  show 
that  there  has  been,  and  was,  up  to  that  tirao 
a  considerable  infiation  in  values,  I  think  I 
need  only  refer  to  a  short  passage  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land at  its  recent  public  meeting;  and  I  do 
not  suppose  that  those  connected  with  any 
institution  in  the  colony  have  had  wider  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  the  facts  relating  to  this 
subject,  and  better  means  of  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion on  it,  than  the  gentleman  I  refer  to^ 
He  says, — 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  that  for  some  years 
past,  owing  mainly  to  the  persistent  fall  in 
values  of  nearly  all  our  colonial  products,  we 
have  had  to  contend  with  a  state  of  commer- 
cial and  industrial  depression  of  general  pre- 
valence, and  intensified  in  this  colony  as  being 
the  sequel  to  a  period  which  we  now  aj:e  forced 
to  consider  as  inflated." 

The  unfortunate  thing  for  the  purchasers  of 
certain  lands  in  the  South  was  this:  that^ 
whereas  they  were  assisted  financially  by 
financing  bodies  in  the  purchase  of  that  land 
at  the  then  supposed  value  of  it,  when  the 
depreciation  came  the  land  became  worth 
less  than  the  advances  upon  it,  and  the  people 
were  pauperised.  One  of  the  great  causes  of 
the  depression  in  this  colony  has  been  the  fatal 
facility  with  which  financing  bodies  have  ad- 
vanced money  to  those  who  sought  it,  till  the 
amount  of  the  sums  charged  upon  the  securi- 
ties has  exceeded  the  actual  value  of  the  land. 
I  have  not  far  to  go  to  show  that  the  marginal 
values  beyond  the  amounts  advanced  on  mort- 
gages are  values  which  may  be  found  to  be 
fleeting  in  their  character.  I  shall  quote  a  few 
examples  briefly.  Ten  thousand  pounds  paid  on 
property  in  Hawke's  Bay,  with  £20,000  on  mort- 
gage, resulted  in  a  few  years  in  the  amount 
being  sunk  in  the  mortgage-money ;  £450  paid  in 
Wanganui,  leaving  £700  on  mortgage,  was  in  a 
few  years  sunk  in  the  mortgage-money ;  £1,500 
paid  on  a  property  in  Opawa,  leaving  £1,500  oa 
mortgage,  was  in  a  few  years  sunk  in  the  mort- 
gage-money ;  and  the  last  instance  I  shall 
quote  relates  to  a  property  in  the  Canterbury 
Province,  a  property  valued  by  its  late  owner 
at  £100,000,  quitted  by  his  representatives  for 
a  mortgage  of  £60,000.  Marginal  values  can 
hardly  be  quoted  as  real  values,  and  until  in 
this  colony  the  securities  are  realised  and 
the  real  values  are  ascertained  there  will 
be  no  sound  judgment  upon  its  condition; 
Property-tax  values  are  not  reliable,  simply 
on  the  principle  that  every  man  thinks  his 
own  goose  a  swan.  Notwithstanding  that  he 
I  has  to  pay  a  tax  upon  his  vanity,  he  puts 
I  down  his  property  at  what  he  considers  to 
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be  its  full  value,  and  sometimes  puts  down 
his  property  at  a  value  which  when  the  in- 
cumbrances upon  it  come  to  be  deducted,  is 
found  to  be  nil.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  property-tax  valuers  do  not  exercise  very 
considerable  care  in  not  overvaluing  property ; 
but  people  overvalue  their  property  them- 
selves, and  professional  valuers  do  the  same 
thing.  It  is  on  record  that  a  professional 
valuer  at  Taranaki  declared  that  a  property 
was  worth  £1,500,  but,  as  it  was  intended  to 
be  mortgaged  for  two  or  three  years,  he  put  SO 
per  cent,  additional  on  the  value.  An  instance 
has  come  to  my  own  knowledge  in  wliich  two 
respectable  men,  whose  statement  would  be 
taken  upon  any  matter  of  fact  without  ques- 
tion, expressed  their  opinion  on  the  value  of  a 
property  in  this  Island  as  being  worth  £6  an 
acre,  which,  wiicn  that  came  to  be  analysed, 
amounted  to  this :  dOs.  per  acre  was  going  to  be 
paid  for  the  property,  SOs.  per  acre  was  going 
to  be  expended  in  improvements,  and  when 
the  railway  passed  through  it  would  be  worth 
£6  an  acre.  For  the  last  three  years  there  has 
been  a  very  considerable  depressien  existing  in 
the  colony,  a  depression  so  considerable  that  it 
has  acted  upon  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  and, 
notwithstanding  that  something  like  £230,000 
of  previous  savmgs  for  Sinking  Fund  has  been 
treated  as  revenue,  yet  the  revenue  has  left 
ft  considerable  deficit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Finance  Minister  finds  it  necessary 
to  look  through  the  expenditure  of  the  colony, 
and  to  bring  about  a  reduction  in  the  salaries 
of  Civil  servants  over  £160.  A  Government 
which  carries  on  the  business  of  life  assurance 
along  with  other  functions  will  certainly  not 
have  failed  through  its  agents  in  influencing  as 
far  as  possible  the  Civil  servants,  now  that 
pensions  are  abolished,  to  make  provision  for 
those  who  may  be  left  behind  them  by  insuring 
their  lives.  It  may  be  that  the  sum  which 
may  be  taken  from  the  salaries  in  those  cases 
will  just  cover  the  amount  which  self-denial 
has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  set  aside  for  the 
payment  of  the  premiums  on  their  policies.  I 
think  that  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that 
in  the  earlier  days  of  the  insurance  business  of 
the  Government,  at  the  time  when  the  10-per- 
cent, reduction  was  made,  some  profits  accrued 
to  that  branch  of  its  business  by  premiums 
dropped  from  discontinuance  of  the  payment 
on  those  policies.  I  think,  looking  at  the  fact 
that  Government  officers  generally  live  pretty 
well  up  to  their  incomes,  hardship  may  result 
from  this.  It  behoves  us  to  see  whether  we 
cannot  discover  some  mode  of  addition  to  the 
revenue,  which  may,  to  some  extent,  avoid 
that  mischief.  It  will  probably  surprise  some 
honourable  members  who  have  not  given 
Attention  to  the  subject  to  hear  that  during 
the  last  three  years  of  depression  there  has 
been  passed  through  the  totalisator  in  this 
colony  in  the  season  1884-85  £470,602;  in 
1885-86  the  amount  was  £559,773;  and  in 
1886-87  it  was  £609,602;  or  an  average  of 
£610,000  for  each  of  the  three  years.  Now,  in 
these  times  of  depression,  if  it  was  their  own 
jnoney  which  these  persons  put  in  the  totali- 
Hon.  Mr,  Hart 


sator,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me, 
for  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  conviction 
that  if  every  just  debt  had  been  paid,  and  every 
just  obligation  fulfilled,  not  one-half  of  that 
money  would  have  found  its  way  into  the 
instrument.  The  profits  derived  from  the  use 
of  it  are  an  injury  to  the  community,  and  I 
contend  that  the  community  has  a  perfect  right 
to  recoup  itself.  It  has  been  pointed  out  ^ai 
the  totalisator  has  the  effect  of  driving  the 
bookmakers  of!  the  course.  In  France  they 
have  put  a  stop  to  bookmakers.  By  the  use 
of  the  totalisator  they  make  a  commission 
of  5  per  cent.  In  New  Zealand  it  is  10  per 
cent.  Out  of  the  5  per  cent,  in  France,  2  per 
cent,  is  applied  to  charitable  institutions.  But 
the  2  per  cent,  there  would  be  4  per  cent  in 
New  Zealand,  because  the  deduction  or  com- 
mission is  10  per  cent,  instead  of  5  per  cent, 
and  a  duty  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
totalisator  would  yield  £20,000.  If  it  were  put 
to  the  common-sense  of  the  people  of  Kew 
Zealand  whether  they  would  prefer  that  the 
£20,000  should  be  tskken  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  totalisator,  or  that  to  that  extent  the 
Civil  servants  should  be  mulcted  owing  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case  at  the  present  time, 
I  think  their  judgment  would  be  in  favour  of 
the  one  thing  rather  than  of  the  other.  It  may 
be  suggested  that  the  old  taxes  on  tea  and  sugu 
should  be  reimposed;  and  there  would  be  justice 
in  it,  for,  if  taxation  without  representation  is 
tyranny,  representation  without  taxation  is  the 
same ;  and  a  man  who  claims  to  exercise  the 
privilege  of  a  freeman  to  vote  for  a  representa- 
tive in  Parliament,  which  representative  will  be 
empowered  to  tax  others,  should  not  be  entitled 
to  exercise  that  privilege  without  being  taxed 
himself,  and  contributing  it  in  the  only  mode  in 
which  he  can  contribute  if  he  does  not  indolge 
in  or  spend  his  money  on  spirits  or  excisaUe 
commodities.  There  is  another  objection  which 
was  put  forward  on  a  former  occasion,  and  may 
be  put  forward  on  this  occasion,  and  that  is, 
that  it  is  unbecoming  in  the  State  to  tax  or  de- 
rive  a  profit  from  the  use  of  a  gambling-instru- 
ment. Upon  that  subject.  Sir,  some  pertinent 
remarks  are  made  by  Sir  George  Trevelyan  in 
his  work  entitled  "The  Competition-wallah," 
page  62.  He  is  speaking  of  the  tax  upon  opium. 
He  says, — 

"  Some  say  that  it  is  criminal  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  recognise  the  vice.  But  taxing  is  not 
the  same  as  recognising,  and  recognising  is  not 
the  same  as  approving.  There  is  an  excise  on 
brandy,  and  not  on  butchers'  meat.  Does  this 
imply  that  the  Cabinet  recognises  the  fact  of 
Britons  being  grog:gy,  while  it  refuses  to  Uke 
cognisance  of  their  carnivorous  propensities? 
It  is  certainly  a  new  and  somewhat  startling 
doctrine  that  taxation  is  a  form  of  encourage- 
ment— that  protection  is  afforded  to  a  traffic  by 
loading  it  with  a  strapping  duty.*' 

He  also  says  if  it  were  not  for  the  duty  on 
opium  in  India  the  Chinese  would  be  poisoned 
by  the  amount  of  opium  exported  from  that 
country.  But  there  is  another  answer  to  that  j 
objection  that  the  State  is  sanctioning  gambling 
— that  by  putting  a  tax  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
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totalisator  the  State  sauctionB  the  use  of  it. 
The  State,  which  profits  by  the  sale  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  in  publichouses  to  persons,  male 
and  female,  until  they  become  so  intoxicated 
that  they  can  neither  stand  nor  sit,  and  are 
compelled  to  be  placed  for  safe  custody  in  the 
hands  of  the  police,  should  not  be  mealy- 
mouthed  about  sharing  l^e  profits  of  a 
gambling-instrument.  If  sections  167  and  168 
of  the  Liicensing  Act  of  1881  were  extended  in 
their  operation,  and  a  Magistrate,  on  a  case 
of  drunkenness  coming  before  him,  and  proof 
being  adduced  of  the  publichouse  that  sup- 
plied the  offender  with  drink  which  caused 
him  to  appear  before  the  Magistrate,  issued 
an  order  upon  the  publican  requiring  him  not 
to  supply  that  man  any  more  for  twelve  months, 
failing  which  a  penalty  would  be  imposed,  his 
servants  would  be  more  cautious  in  supplying 
drink  to  that  extent.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
existence  of  evil  in  the  one  case  is  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  existence  of  evil  in  another  case. 
But  the  evil  in  the  one  case  is  actual  and 
remediable,  and  the  evil  in  the  other  case  is 
imaginary,  and  the  benefit  certain.  I  will 
venture  to  mention  a  circumstance  which 
occurred  to  me  lately.  I  visited  Wanganui  at 
the  end  of  last  year,  and,  not  having  seen  the 
place  for  twenty  years,  I  was  pleased  to  see  the 
improvements  which  had  been  made  in  that 
town.  On  looking  into  the  evening  paper  on  a 
Saturday  evening,  I  found  in  it  four  columns  of 
advertisements  of  race-meetings.  On  seeing 
these,  it  occurred  to  my  mind  that  somebody 
must  pay  for  all  these.  Racing  is  not  pro- 
ductive in  the  sense  of  recouping  those  who 
indulge  in  it,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  there 
had  never  been  any  horse-racing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wanganui,  nor  any  fatal  facilities 
for  financing  afforded  by  monetary  institutions, 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  people  of 
WaJiganui  would  be  better  now  than  they  are. 
I  therefore  think  the  State  is  justified  in  re- 
couping itself  for  the  injury  which  is  done  by 
an  excessive  indulgence  in  that  pursuit,  by 
putting  a  tax  on  the  totalisator.  I  think  it  is 
justifiable,  and  at  this  time  necessary,  in  view 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  under  these  circumstances  I 
move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That, 
in  view  of  the  financial  position  of  this  colony, 
wuad  of  the  necessity  for  general  retrenchment 
disclosed  in  the  late  Financial  Statement  of 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  this  Council 
is  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  of  the  colony 
should  be  aided  by  a  tax  on  the  proceeds  arising 
from  the  use  of  the  totalisator  at  race-meet- 
ings."— (Hon,  Mr,  Hart.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Before  that 
question  is  put,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  must 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  had  no  idea  when  I  came  down  to  the 
Council  that,  in  reference  to  this  motion,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  make  so  long  and 
discursive  a  speech  upon  the  totalisator.  I  do 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  at  all 
desirable  that  the  resolution  should  be  passed, 
and  I  think  so  for  more  reasons  than  one. 


In  the  first  place,  it  is  suggested  that,  in  view 
of  the  necessity  for  general  retrenchment  and 
the  financial  position  of  the  country,  the  to- 
talisator is  a  very  convenient  instrument  by 
which  to  raise  money  for  revenue  purposes.  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  proceeds  do  arise  from 
the  totalisator;  but  I  understand  that  my 
honourable  friend  wished  that  all  money  that 
goes  into  the  totalisator  should  be  taxed  to  the 
extent  of  4  per  cent,  for  charitable-aid  purposes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— My  meaning  of  "  pro- 
ceeds "  is  the  commission  which  arises  to  the 
club  on  the  profits  made  by  the  totalisator — 10 
per  cent. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  am  stUl 
quite  unable  to  understand  what  my  honoul:- 
able  friend  means  to  tax.  He  mentions  the 
amount  passing  through  the  totalisator,  and 
taxing  that  at  4  per  cent.  He  told  us  that  the 
amount  would  be  £20,000.  Now,  Sir,  there  can 
be  no  proceeds  from  the  totalisator.  The  tax 
that  he  proposes  is  on  the  money  that  is  put 
into  the  totalisator,  and  it  is  to  bo  at  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— No.  I  hope  I  may 
correct  the  impression  that  has  arisen.  I  state 
again  that  out  of  the  money  passing  through 
the  totalisator  10  per  cent,  is  deducted  for  its 
use,  and  it  is  the  sum  paid  for  its  use  that  I 
propose  to  tax. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— The  ques- 
tion, really,  that  the  Council  has  to  decide  is, 
whether  or  not  it  will  agree  to  my  honourable 
friend's  motion.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the 
question,  nor  do  I  understand  the  matter,  as 
I  have  already  stated.  As  to  the  question 
whether  we  should  tax  the  totalisator,  it  is  a 
question  whether  we  should  commence  what 
has  never  been  the  case  in  any  English  com- 
munity, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  and  that  is  the 
taxation  of  gambling,  for  betting  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  gambling.  Many  years  ago  we  used  to 
have  lotteries,  and  that  encouraged  gambling 
and  a  pursuit  of  the  mode  of  getting  money  by 
chance ;  but  all  that  has  been  abolished,  and 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  exists  any  English- 
speaking  community — there  may  be  in  America, 
but  I  do  not  know — where  there  is  any  tax  on 
gambling.  If  we  begin  this  sort  of  thing  we 
should  proceed  to  taxing  and  licensing  gam- 
bling-houses; but  I  think  we  should  stop  short 
of  this,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  think 
we  should  not  accede  to  the  motion  of  my 
honourable  friend.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  think  the 
Council,  as  a  whole,  must  admit  that  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
introduced  this  question  is  a  very  able  one, 
though,  in  many  instances,  I  do  not  think  we 
could  agree  with  what  he  said.  No  doubt,  a 
great  deal  of  good  could  be  done  by  adopting  the 
motion.  Looking  over  a  paper  dated  the  18th 
August,  1887,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  I  find 
a  detailed  list  of  all  the  money  which  passed 
through  the  totalisator  in  New  Zealand  during 
the  year  at  the  various  race-meetings ;  and  the 
total  was  £509,602.  The  various  clubs  under 
whose  auspices  these  races  take  place  charge 
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for  permitting  the  use  of  the  totalisator  10  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  sum.  That  would  bring  the 
commission  last  year  to  about  £51,000.  The 
working  expenses  on  that,  at  2  per  cent.,  would 
reduce  the  amount  by  about  £10,000,  leaving 
£41,000  amongst  the  clubs  to  assist  them  in 
giving  fair  and  proper  prizes,  so  that  good  cattle 
may  run.  1  am  of  opinion  that  a  tax  should 
be  imposed  by  the  colony,  but  I  consider  that 
the  proper  and  most  righteous  course  would 
be  that,  after  deducting  the  2  per  cent,  for 
working-expenses,  another  2  per  cent,  should 
be  deducted  for  charitable  purposes.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  our  charities  are  in- 
creasing at  a  very  serious  rate,  owing  to  the 
depression,  and  the  burdens  borne  by  the 
people  are  greater.  Therefore  1  think,  if  a 
deduction  were  made  of  2  per  cent,  for  chari- 
table purposes,  leaving  the  clubs  6  per  cent., 
this  would  be  a  desirable  course  to  pursue. 
There  is  not  only  the  exact  money  of  10  per. 
cent,  which  is  deducted  for  the  use  of  the 
totalisator,  but  there  are  odd  moneys  which 
are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  man  who  issues 
the  tickets — sundry  threepences  and  fourpences 
— which  are  not  given  to  the  holders  of  the 
successful  tickets,  as  the  man  has  not  the 
"  change."  This  amounts  to  a  large  sum.  I 
do  not  think  the  clubs  would  object  if  a  law 
were  passed  to  enable  local  bodies  to  deduct 
the  2  per  cent,  from  the  sum  received  by  the 
clubs  after  paying  working  expenses.  This 
would  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  as  1  have 
said,  and  it  would  hurt  no  one.  In  reference 
to  other  matters  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject, I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
say  anything.  I  do  certainly  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  that  the  colony 
should  not  put  a  tax  on  gambling.  We  have 
heard  quite  enough  of  that  on  the  Continent. 
To  impose  the  tax  for  charitable  purposes  would 
do  no  harm. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— I  will  just  recall  the 
attention  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  the 
words  of  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  who  says, 
*'  Taxing  is  not  the  same  thing  as  recognizing  ; 
and  recognizing  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
approving.'*  With  regard  to  the  other  matter, 
I  think  charity  should  begin  at  home,  and  by 
this  tax  we  should  rcheve  those  who  require  it. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  *'  That 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  18. 
Hart  Shephard 

Holmes  Shrimski 

Johnson  Swanson 

Martin  Taiaroa 

Miller  Waterhouse 

Bey  n  olds  Williams. 

Noes,  16. 
Oliver  Stevens 

Peter  Walker 

Pharazyn  Whitaker 

Reeves  Wigley. 

Richmond 
Scotland 
Majority  for,  2. 
Moticn  agreed  to. 

Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 


Acland 

Bamicoat 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Fraser 

Grace 


Bonar 

Brett 

Dignan 

Lahmann 

McLean 

Menzies 


LEGISLATIVE     COUNCILLORS' 
ATTENDANCE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  tli« 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  a  retom 
upon  this  subject  was  placed  upon  the  Order 
Paper  of  the  Council  a  few  days  ago ;  but,  on 
looking  over  it,  he  observed  it  was  not  quite 
accurate  in  reference  to  the  number  of  days  of 
attendance  of  honourable  members,  and  iraa 
therefore  likely  to  convey  a  wrong  impression. 
For  that  reason  he  desired  a  correct  return  oa 
the  subject. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "That  a 
return  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Legislative 
Council  showing  the  names  of  all  membexs  ct 
the  Council  in  the  first  session  of  1887 ;  ths 
number  of  days  of  attendance  of,  the  amount  of 
honorarium  paid  to,  and  the  amount  deducted 
from,  each  member;  with  such  explanatorj 
remarks  as  may  be  necessary."  —  {Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minatei 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF  EEPEESENTATIYES. 
Friday^  18th  November,  1887. 


First  BeadingB  —  Third  Beading— Joseph  Hogu- 
Official  I'ublications— General  Manager  of  Bail- 
way  b  —  Permaneut  Force  at  Point  Halswell  — 
Clubs— Medical  Men's  Fees— Fore6t-tree-plaak> 
ing— Tax  on  Amusements— License-fees— Bavess- 
bourne  Postage  — 8pringfleld-\Vest  CkMist  Maili 
—Bay  of  Plenty  Land— Customs  Tariff- Bank- 
ruptcy Act— Government  Bills  — Free  Bailway 
passes — Sumner  Bailway — Property-tax  Exemp- 
tion —  Masterton-Mangamahoe  Telephone — Is- 
land Freight  on  Coal— Land  Bill— Midland  Rail- 
way — Unemployed — Hammond  Fencing-claim 
Compensation  Bill— Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past  tno 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Brokers  and  Real  Estate  Agents  Bill,  Minei 
Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 

Wesleyan  Llethodist  Church  Property  Tmal 
Bill. 

JOSEPH  HOGAN. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  brought  up  the  report  <A 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petiticm 
of  Joseph  Hogan,  and  moved,  That  the  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Captain  RUSSELL  v^ished  to  say  a  iem 
words  on  this  subject,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  the  case.  Hogan  was  a  man 
who  in  the  early  days  had  served  through  s 
great  number  of  engagements  with  the  colonial 
forces,  and  during  the  memorable  fight  atTa 
Ngutu-o-te-manu  he  was  severely  wounded,  a 
ball  being  embedded  in  the  muscles  of  the  1^ 
just  below  the  knee.  In  consequence  of  this 
he  was  unable  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  tbt 
ordinary  manner;  and  he  (Captain  Russell) 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  that  the  colon; 
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■honld  not,  in  some  way  or  other,  endeavour 
fco  bestow  those  small,  almost  sinecure  offices 
a  number  of  which  existed  on  men  who  had 
risked  their  lives  and  been  wounded  in  the 
■ervice  of  the  colony,  aud  who  were  therefore 
precluded  from  earning  their  living  in  the 
ordinary  avenues  of  life.  He  hoped  the  De- 
fence Minister,  or  the  Ministers  generally, 
would  take  such  cases  as  this  into  considera- 
tion,  and  see  whether  something  could  not  be 
done  for  the  benefit  of  those  old  soldiers ;  for, 
although  he  by  no  means  wished  to  see  a 
pension  fund  established,  he  thought  there 
should  be  some  means  of  providing  employ- 
ment, as  messengers  or  otherwise,  whereby 
those  who  had  been  wounded  or  disabled  in 
the  defence  of  their  country  should  be  able  to 
earn  their  living  in  the  employment  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  said  it  was  quite  possible  the 
Committee  might  have  come  to  a  different  de- 
cision from  what  it  had  done  on  this  case ;  but, 
taking  all  the  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, they  had  arrived  at  the  decision  he  had 
now  laid  on  the  table  for  this  reason :  that 
the  man's  record  was  a  bad  one.  He  had 
been  severely  reprimanded  for  drunkenness  on 
several  occasions,  and  had  been  lined  for  dis- 
orderly conduct  once,  and  at  last,  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  occasion,  had  been  dismissed  for 
drunkenness.  It  was  on  that  ground,  he 
thought,  that  the  Committee  had  arrived  at 
the  decision  it  had  reported. 

OFFICIAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  HiSLOF  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of 
the  persons  entitled  to  receive  copies  of  official 
publications. 

Major  STEWARD  moved, That  the  return  be 
referred  to  the  Printing  Committee.  His  ob- 
ject in  having  moved  for  it  was  this :  that  he 
had  reason  to  believe  that  large  numbers  of 
publications  were  supplied  from  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  to  all  sorts  of  persons 
throughout  the  colony,  and  he  thought  the 
number  thus  circulated  gratuitously  might  be 
▼ery  largely  reduced,  and  consequently  a  con- 
Biderable  saving  effected.  It  was  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  order  of  reference  to  the  Printing 
Committee  to  deal  with  the  return,  and  ho 
therefore  moved  specially  for  the  permission  of 
the  House  to  the  Committee  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation on  the  subject,  after  having  the 
return  referred  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GENERAL  MANAGER  OF  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
contemplated  by  the  Financial  Statement  to 
dispense  with  the  services  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  the 
General  Manager  of  Railways,  who  is  now  on  a 
trip  to  Europe  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  quite  clear 
that,  if  Parliament  saw  fit  to  pass  the  Railway 
Management  Bill  of  the  Government,  the  pre- 
sent Manager  would  not  continue  to  manage 
the  railways  except  as  a  subordinate;  but, 
further  than  that,  he  was  not  able  to  make 
any  statement. 


PERMANENT  FORGE  AT  POINT  HALS- 

WELL. 
Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, If  he  will  restore  to  the  men  stationed 
at  Point  Hals  well  the  recently- withdrawn  pri- 
vilege of  returning  to  their  homes  in  the  even- 
ing? The  question  did  not  refer  only  to 
married*  men,  but  he  would  like  to  see  the 
privilege  extended  to  single  men  who  had 
friends  living  in  the  town. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  no  privilege  had  been 
withdrawn.  Major  Gascoigne  allowed  men  to 
be  absent  from  Saturday  night  till  Monday 
morning  to  come  to  town  ;  and  also,  in  urgent 
cases,  during  the  week.  The  men  got  quite  as 
much  leave  as  was  granted  to  any  military 
force  throughout  the  world,  and  he  thought 
it  extremely  undesirable  that  there  should  be 
any  further  interference  in  the  matter.  Most 
of  the  men  lived  at  Point  Halswell,  and  had 
their  homes  there.  Only  a  few  married  men 
had  their  homes  in  town ;  and  he  understood 
that  these  were  treated  as  exceptional  cases  in 
regard  to  leave. 

CLUBS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  amend  the  defective  clauses  of  **  The 
Licensing  Act,  1881,"  in  the  direction  of 
making  it  compulsory  for  clubs  to  pay  the 
annual  license-fee  mentioned  in  the  Act  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  bring  in  any  Bill  this 
session  to  amend  the  Licensing  Act. 

MEDICAL  MEN'S  FEES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
take  steps,  by  Bill  or  otherwise,  to  regulate 
and  lessen  the  fees  now  charged  by  medical 
men,  so  as  to  make  them  more  within  reach  of 
the  poorer  portion  of  colonists  ?  He  felt  pretty 
sure  the  Government  would  say  they  had  not 
any  power  to  interfere  in  this  matter;  but  a 
question  was  the  only  way  he  had  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  House,  as  a  motion  could  not 
be  brought  on.  He  thought  there  were  several 
ways  in  which  something  might  be  done  in 
this  matter.  For  instance,  in  the  appointment 
of  vaccinators  and  hospital  doctors  some  agree- 
ment could  be  made  as  to  outside  practice 
and  fees  charged ;  and  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  Government  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
appointment  of  medical  officers  there  might  be 
some  prescribed  scale  of  fees  for  attendance  in 
the  case  of  poor  persons.  Only  a  few  days  ago 
a  Wellington  jury  returned  a  severe  rider  blam- 
ing the  parents  in  a  case  in  which  the  evidence 
of  the  mother  was  that  she  had  refrained  from 
getting  a  doctor  for  the  assistance  of  her  dying 
child  because  of  the  expense,  and  he  believed 
that  in  many  cases  the  excessive  charges  of 
doctors  precluded  persons  from  getting  medical 
assistance  in  time  to  save  life.  He  trusted 
that,  on  consideration,  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  suggesting  something  to  effect 
a  remedy  in  this  state  of  things. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  knew,  personally, 
that  it  was  a  custom  among  many  medical  men 
to  not  only  receive  and  treat  poor  persons  gra^ 
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tuitously  in  their  own  Bnrgeries  during  certain 
hours,  but  aJso  to  visit  them  without  making 
any  charge  at  all,  if  their  circumstances  did 
not  admit  of  payment.  The  interference  of 
the  Qovernment  in  the  way  proposed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  practically  impos- 
sible. The  governing  bodies  of  the  hospitals 
and  oharitable-aid  institutions  were  the  proper 
bodies  to  make  arrangements  with  medical 
men  for  the  treatment  of  very  poor  persons 
who  were  evidently  destitute,  and  ho  hardly 
thought  the  matter  was  one  which  in  any  way 
justified  the  interference  of  the  House ;  because 
medical  men,  as  a  rule,  he  believed,  did  a  very 
large  amount  of  gratuitous  work. 

FOREST-TREE-PLANTING. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  Government  intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
satisfy  claims  still  outstanding  which  have  been 
made  under  the  provisions  of  "  The  Forest- tree- 
planting  Encouragement  Act,  1871,"  and  Acts 
amending  same  ?  Most  of  the  Grown  land  in 
Canterbury  had  been  reserved  from  sale,  and 
although  the  late  Government  had  promised  to 
meet  these  claims  they  had  not  yet  been  met. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment was  aware  tliat  there  was  a  large  number 
of  these  land-orders  outstanding,  which  could 
not  be  exercised  owing  to  the  reservation  of 
land  mainly  on  account  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way ;  but  in  the  amended  Land  Bill  provision 
would  be  made  under  which  claims  to  land  on 
this  account  could  be  met  outside  that  area. 

TAX  ON  AMUSEMENTS. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  ^ill  take  into  consideration  the  advisa- 
bility of  following  the  French  system  of  col- 
lecting a  small  tax  in  stamps  on  all  tickets 
sold  for  theatrical  and  other  amusements ; 
also  the  advisability  of  collecting  a  tax  on 
the  receipts  of  totalisators,  the  proceeds  to 
be  appropriated  for  charitable-aid  purposes? 
He  hsbd  asked  the  question  last  session ;  but 
the  answer  he  received  was  not  satisfactory, 
and,  as  he  thought  the  necessity  for  increased 
taxation  was  still  more  apparent  this  session 
than  the  last,  he  asked  the  question  again, 
hoping  to  get  a  more  favourable  ajiswer  from 
the  present  Ministry.  The  system  of  imposing 
a  tax  on  tickets  for  amusements  was  in  force 
in  France  and  other  European  countries — it 
had  been  in  existence  there  a  long  time — so 
tJiere  was  a  precedent  for  what  he  proposed, 
and  he  had  heard  that  theatrical  companies 
in  no  way  suffered  by  the  system.  As  to  the 
totalisator,  many  people  wished  that  it  should 
not  be  allowed  at  all ;  but  if  it  were  allowed  he 
thought  there  was  no  reason  why  those  using 
it  should  not  contribute  a  small  tax  for  chari- 
table-aid purposes.  He  sincerely  trusted  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to  give  favour- 
able answers  to  both  parts  of  his  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say  that  he 
could  not  give  a  very  favourable  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  he 
Gould  say  that  he  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and,  if  fresh  taxation  were  found 
Mcyor  Atkituon 


to  be  necessary  next  year,  as  it  might  be,  bt 
should  be  glad  to  consider  this  matter ;  but  he 
might  say  he  had  great  aversion  from  having 
anything  to  do  with  drawing  revenue  from  the 
totalisator,  for  he  rather  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  Legislature  would  repeal  Uie 
statute  legalising  that  instrument.  He  did  not 
see  any  reason  why  people  should  not  be  able 
to  enjoy  a  day's  sport  apart  from  the  use  of 
this  instrument.  At  any  rate,  in  the  mean- 
time he  did  not  propose  to  get  revenue  out  of 
an  instrument  which  he  was  doubtful  if  they 
were  justified  in  legalising. 

LICENSE-FEES. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will,  next  session,  bring  in  a  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  Bill,  to  which  shall  be  paid  all 
license-fees  received  by  the  local  authorities; 
such  Board  to  have  power  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  from  such  licensing-fees  amongst  the 
several  local  bodies  upon  a  population-basis? 
A  very  large  number  of  local  bodies  throughout 
the  colony  considered  that  the  present  law 
dealing  with  these  license -fees  was  very  in- 
equitable, and  he,  for  his  part,  having  some- 
thing to  do  with  Borough  Councils,  held  that 
view.  The  Borough  of  Sydenham,  containing 
a  population  of  ten  thousand  people,  derived 
not  a  single  sixpence  from  these  fees.  He 
noticed  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ku- 
mara,  in  his  Auctioneers  Bill,  proposed  to  deal 
with  auctioneers*  fees  after  the  manner  indi- 
cated in  this  question ;  but  that  was  only  one 
item,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  propose  amendments  of  the 
present  law,  so  that  all  local  bodies  should 
get  a  share  of  all  these  license-fees  in  pro- 
portion to  their  population,  which  tended  to 
create  these  fees.  Before  he  sat  down  he 
should  like  to  say  that  he  noticed,  from  a  re- 
port which  he  had  received  of  the  proceedingi 
of  the  Municipal  Conference,  that  several  of 
the  recommendations  which  were  by  no  means 
carried  unanimously  were  stated  to  have  been 
carried  unanimously.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  Premier  would  not  take  that  report 
as  pure  gospel. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  , 
could  not  make  the  promise  desired,  although 
he  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  to  a 
large  extent  as  to  the  injustice  of  the  present 
system.  He  could  not  go  further  than  to  make 
a  statement  of  this  kind  at  the  present  time. 

RAVENSBOURNE  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  will  extend  the  penny-post  system        | 
to  Ravensboume  in  common  with  the  other        I 
boroughs  around  Dunedin  ?    He  thought  that        I 
if  this  concession  were  granted  it  would  be  of 
advantage  not  only  to  the  people  concerned, 
but  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not  give 
a  positive  answer  upon  the  question,  but  ha 
might  say  that  the  matter  was  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  he  had  recommendations 
of  a  favourable  character.    He  trusted,  ther^ 
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fore,  that  he  might  be  able  to  aocede  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  request. 

SPRINGFIELD-WEST  COAST  MAILS. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  asked  the  Postmaster- 
Oeneral,  If  a  contract  for  conveyance  of  mails 
between  Springfield  and  West  Coast  has  been 
accepted;  and,  if  not,  why  not?  He  might 
say  that  if  a  tenderer  were  successful  he  would 
have  to  put  upon  the  road  a  plant  that  would 
cost  perhaps  £2,000.  The  ordinary  course  was 
to  oaU  for  tenders  in  September,  the  time 
allowed  for  tendering  to  close  in  the  early 
part  of  October,  so  that  the  result  might 
be  known  in  time  to  give  the  incoming  con- 
tractor time  to  make  preparations ;  but  here  it 
was  the  middle  of  November,  and  up  to  the 
previous  day,  at  any  rate,  no  tender  had  been 
accepted,  so  that  the  contractor  would  only 
have  four  or  five  weeks  during  which  to  get  his 
plant  on  the  road. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  tenders  were 
not  received  until  last  week.  The  cause  of  no 
tenders  having  been  yet  accepted  was  that  a 
considerable  claim  had  been  made  by  the  pre- 
sent contractor  against  the  Grovemment  for 
negligence  in  not  repairing  the  road  after  the 
recent  floods,  and  it  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  whether  they  should 
not  give  an  extension  of  time  as  the  cheapest 
way  out  of  the  difficulty.  That  would  be 
decided  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  then 
he  should  be  able  to  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  a  tender  had  been  accepted,  or  what 
arrangement  had  been  made. 

BAY  OP  PLENTY  LAND. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
reduce  the  upset  price  of  Crown  lands  under 
the  different  systems  now  in  operation,  so  that 
land  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty  and  other  districts 
may  be  made  available  for  selection  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  The  district  that  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  suffered  very  materially  from  the 
high  value  put  upon  the  land,  the  upset  price 
being  £1  per  acre  for  cash,  £1  per  Acre  plus 
one-fourth  for  deferred-payment  land,  and  the 
same  for  land  let  on  perpetual  lease.  A  few 
years  ago  the  land  was  valued  at  10s.  per  acre. 
At  that  price  settlement  progressed;  but  at 
present  prices  little  or  no  land  was  sold,  be- 
cause the  land  was  nothing  like  value  for  10s. 
per  acre.  He  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  endeavour  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  land 
available  for  settlement,  as  suggested  in  his 
question. 

Mr.  G.  P.  BIGHABDSON  said  the  price  now 
pat  on  the  land  was  fixed  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  and  the  Government  had  no  intention 
of  reducing  its  value  beyond  what  the  Waste 
Lands  Boa^  was  now  empowered  to  value  it 
at.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  turn 
to  Appendix  A  of  the  Land  Act  he  would  find 
that  the  Board  had  power  to  fix  the  value  of 
first-class  land  in  the  Auckland  District  at  15s. 
per  acre,  second-class  land  at  10s.  per  acre,  and 
third-class  land  at  5s.  per  acre :  so  that  the 


present  price  was  attributable  to  the  Land 
Board's  action,  and  not  to  the  state  of  the  law. 

CUSTOMS  TABIPP. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If,  with  a 
view  to  the  more  complete  revision  of  the  tariff 
promised  in  the  Financial  Statement,  they  will 
appoint  a  Eoyal  Commission  to  collect  informa- 
tion and  to  report  as  to  the  changes  in  the  tariff 
best  calculated  to  encourage  local  industries,  by 
securing  for  their  products  the  supply  of  the 
local  market  in  all  cases  where  that  supply 
may  be  capable,  or  readily  made  capable,  of 
fully  meeting  the  local  demand  ?  He  did  not 
suppose  that  the  Government  would  have  any 
difficulty  in  answering  this  question;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  was  perhaps  desirable  that 
he  should  explain  why  he  put  it  on  the  Paper. 
Ministers  yesterday  promised  that  a  Select 
Committee  should  be  appointed  to  continue 
the  researches  of  the  Committee  of  last  ses- 
sion. Now,  there  was  very  little  doubt  that 
that  Committee  would  be  a  mixed  one,  and  it 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  indicate  any  clear 
policy.  It  must  take  some  time  in  deciding 
whether  it  was  to  look  at  the  question  from 
a  Free-trade  or  a  Protectionist  point  of  view. 
The  Government,  it  struck  him,  was  in  a  happy 
position — an  unusually  happy  position — be- 
cause they  had  expressed  themselves  as  being 
entirely  impartial  in  this  matter,  and  intend* 
ing  at  an  early  opportunity  to  bring  down 
a  tariff  equally  acceptable  to  Free-traders  and 
Protectionists.  This  seemed,  therefore,  an 
admirable  opportunity  for  getting  the  whole 
question  fairly  and  fully  investigated.  If  a 
Committee  was  to  be  appointed  to  represent  the 
Free-trade  side  of  the  question,  there  should  be 
a  Commission  appointed  to  ascertain  the  facts 
which  would  help  to  a  solution  of  the  question 
from  a  Protectionist  point  of  view;  and  then 
when  the  subject  came  up  the  House  would 
have  both  sides  of  the  question  before  it,  and 
would  be  able  to  deal  with  it.  He  might  be 
allowed  to  add  that  the  researches  of  a  similar 
Committee  or  Commission  were  found  exceed- 
ingly useful  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
There  a  Commission  of  nine  members  was 
appointed.  It  began  its  duties  on  the  6th 
July,  1882,  and,  traversing  the  whole  of  that 
immense  country,  accumulated  evidence  which 
was  very  voluminous,  and  could  be  seen  on 
the  shelves  of  the  library  of  the  House.  It 
managed  to  complete  in  less  than  five  months 
the  whole  of  its  inquiry.  Now,  if  nine  mem- 
bers were  appointed  here,  great  advantage 
might  result.  They  need  not  be  members  of 
the  House.  ,A  better,  plan  would  be  to  select 
them  from  the  members  of  the  industrial  asso- 
ciations. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh  t 

Mr.  MOSS,— Why  not  ?  Their  avowed  object 
would  be  to  bring  evidence  on  the  Protectionist 
side  of  the  question  before  the  House.  The 
House  was  now- considering  the  Free-trade  side 
of  the  question:  why  should  it  not  consider 
the  other  side  ?  They  were  happy  in  having  a 
Government  that  professed  to  be  perfectly  im- 
partial— ^in  fact,  to  have  no  opinion  at  all  on 
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the  subject;  Let  there  be  nine  gentlemen  not 
connected  with  the  House,  necessarily.  Three 
of  the  nine  could  go  together,  each  party 
making  their  inquiries  in  di^erent  centres — not 
only  in  the  towns,  but  in  the  country,  because 
he  wanted  this  to  be  an  inquiry  in  the  interests 
of  all  parts  of  the  country — and  then  meet 
in  Wellington.  He  was  sure  they  could,  in 
six  weeks  from  the  present  time,  or,  at  the 
furthest,  in  two  months,  accumulate  a  mass 
of  the  most  useful  information.  He  thought 
the  Government  would  see  that,  as  they  had 
not  made  up  their  own  minds  as  to  which  side 
of  this  very  important  question  they  intended 
to  adopt,  it  would  assist  them  very  materially, 
and  certainly  it  would  assist  the  House  very 
materially,  to  have  the  matured  report  of  such 
&  Committee  as  he  had  suggested ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion  without  delay. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  intention  at  the  present  time  of  appointing 
such  a  Commission.  They  believed  that,  with 
the  information  they  could  acquhre,  they  would 
be  able  not  only  to  make  up  their  own  minds 
in  the  matter,  if  their  minds  were  not  made  up 
already,  but  they  would  also  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  House  with  a  reasonable  tariff. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  why,  then,  the  other  Com- 
mittee had  be^n  agreed  to  on  the  previous 
day. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  there  was  no 
harm  in  the  House  having  the  Committee  to 
make  further  inquiry.  What  information  they 
could  collect  might  or  might  not  be  useful ; 
but  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  obtain  sufficient  information.  If 
the  Government  found  they  could  not  obtain 
sufficient  information  without  a  Hoyal  Commis- 
sion they  would  take  the  responsibility  upon 
themselves  of  appointing  one ;  but,  as  he  had 
said,  he  believed  they  would  be  able  to  do 
without  making  such  an  appointment. 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether,  after  consideration,  he  is  satisfied 
that  an  amendment  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
should  take  place  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
introduce  a  Bill  this  session?  He  might  re- 
mind the  House  that  he  had  asked  a  question 
as  to  amending  the  Bankruptcy  Act  earlier  in 
the  session,  and  that,  in  reply,  the  Minister  of 
Justice  had  said  that  ho  had  received  several 
suggested  amendments,  that  he  had  them 
under  consideration,  and  that  he  would  see 
whether  a  Bill  could  be  introduced  this  session. 

Mr.  FERGUS  was  rather  afraid  that  it  would 
not  bo  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  intro- 
duce any  amendment  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
this  session,  seeing  the  considerable  quantity  of 
other  important  matters  with  which  the  House 
had  to  deal.  Since  the  honourable  gentleman 
put  his  first  question  relating  to  this  subject  on 
the  Order  Paper  something  like  a  score  of  sug- 
gested alterations  had  been  received.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take  these 
into  consideration  during  the  recess,  with  a 
view,  if  it  were  deemed  necessary,  a.s  he  be- 
Mr,  Hoss 


lieved  it  would  be,  of  bringing  in  an  amending 
Bill  next  year. 

GOVERNMENT  BILLS. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL— in  asking  the  Premier,  When 
the  Government  propose  to  circulate  the  Bills 
on  the  Order  Paper  which  have  been  read  a 
first  time  ? — said, — Sir,  a  largo  number  of  the 
members  of  this  House  are  intensely  annoyed 
— if  I  may  use  so  strong  a  phrase — at  finding, 
day  after  day,  that  the  Bills  comprising  the 
policy  of  the  Government  are  not  circulated. 
Hence  the  reason  of  my  question. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Sir,  I  am  very  sony 
indeed  if  a  large  number  of  members  are  muci 
annoyed,  and  I  hope  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two  to  get  down  some  of  the  Bills,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  more  others  of  them ;  bat 
I  shall  take  care  to  have  plenty  of  Government 
business  before  the  House  always,  Sir,  so  that 
members  shall  have  plenty  of  time  to  consida 
the  policy  of  the  Government. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Before  proceeding  further 
with  the  business,  I  will  make  a  few  remarki 
on  the  honourable  member's  answer. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Do  you  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  shall  conclude  with  a 
motion.  It  appears  to  me  from  the  answer  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  is  pursuing 
the  old  tactics  which  he  adopted  in  former 
years,  and  which  were  so  justly  condemned  bj 
the  colony.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  position  of  affairs.  After  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  sent  for  with  a  view  to  asking 
him  to  form  a  Government,  he  made  it  knoim 
that  the  sole  strength  upon  which  he  had  to 
rely  for  a  majority  of  this  House  was  the 
personal  hostility  entertained  towards  me 
by  a  large  number  of  members.  That,  Sir, 
was  the  strength  with  which  he  started ;  and, 
by  dexterous  management,  he  contrived  to 
obtain  consent  to  his  temporarily  leading  the 
House  and  forming  a  Government  until  the 
Financial  Statement  was  brought  down.  We 
gave  the  honourable  member  a  liberal  timo 
to  bring  down  a  Statement,  and  a  consider- 
able time  has  passed  since  then ;  and  I  con- 
tend that,  taking  the  Financial  Statement 
into  account,  we  scarcely  know  anything 
more  of  the  real  intentions  of  the  Government 
than  we  did  during  the  late  elections  from  the 
speeches  made  by  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  occupy  these  benches.  Sir,  the  idea  has 
occurred  to  me  within  the  last  day  or  two,  scp* 
posing  an  honourable  member  had  to  address  a 
meeting  of  his  constituents,  and  at  the  end  tt 
his  observations  was  to  be  subjected  to  the 
usual  process  of  questioning,  what  posiUoa 
would  he  be  in  to  answer?  I  will  suppose, 
for  example,  that  the  apocryphal  member  in 
question  was  asked  to  tell  his  constituents  what 
were  the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  reganl 
to  retrenchment.  Sir,  could  he  say  that  they 
were  at  all  more  substantial  than  the  promises 
which  were  made  by  almost  every  member  | 
of  this  House,  that  he  would  be  in  favour 
of  large  and  radical  retrenchment  ?    Could  ht      : 
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point  to  particulars  of  such  retrenchment  from 
information  he  has  received  during  the  session  ? 
I  answer  No,  he  could  not,  unless  he  was  in 
possession  of  information  more  than  memhers 
generally  are  allowed  to  have  who  are  not  in  the 
inner  confidence,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  of 
the  Government.  He  would  say  that  he  had 
heard  a  great  number  of  rumours  and  counter- 
rumours.  For  example,  he  would  say  that  the 
Financial  Statement  indicated  a  saving  on 
education  next  year  of  some  £80,000 — that  is 
to  Bay,  some  £60,000  less  than  the  present 
year — and,  as  the  usual  increase  for  a  year 
is  £20,000,  there  would  be  a  reduction  of 
£80,000  or  thereabouts  next  year.  Of  that 
sum,  £20,000  would  be  accounted  for  by  the 
5s.  additional  to  the  statutory  capitation  allow- 
ance. Opinions  differ  as  to  what  saving  the 
limitation  of  the  school-age  to  six  years  would 
produce.  My  opinion  is  that  it  would  amount 
to  very  little  over  £20,000;  but,  taking  it  at 
£30,000,  we  have  thus  £50,000  explained,  and 
£30,000  entirely  unexplained ;  and  we  have  the 
sword  held  over  the  institution  which,  I  venture 
to  say,  is  most  cherished  throughout  the  colony, 
-without  any  knowledge  of  in  what  direction  or 
in  what  way  the  honourable  members  who 
occupy  places  in  the  Government  propose  to 
effect  this  large  amount  of  reduction.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  country  will  insist  that 
honourable  members  should  determine  what 
should  be  the  nature  of  any  alterations, 
whether  they  are  to  be  effected  by  Act  or  by 
Orders  in  Council,  before  they  should  be  allowed 
to  have  effect  given  to  them.  Then,  Sir,  we 
have  a  large  amount  taken  off  the  Survey,  with 
no  explanation  of  what  is  the  meaning  of  it — 
whether  its  meaning  is  that  settlement  is  to  be 
reduced,  or  that  the  local  offices,  which  afford 
Accommodation  to  local  purchasers,  are  to  be 
abolished.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  how  such 
a  lump  sum  is  to  be  taken  off  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment. Then,  Sir,  as  regards  Native  lands,  the 
extent  of  our  knowledge  is  little  beyond  this : 
that  it  is  proposed  to  give  up  the  pre-emp- 
tive  power  possessed  by  the  Grown;  and  the 
expectation  certainly  dwells  in  the  minds  of  a 
large  section  of  the  community,  represented  in 
this  House  more  or  less,  that  thero  will  be  a 
fresh  orgie  of  land-sharking  as  a  consequence  of 
the  legislation  which  the  Government  propose 
to  carry  through.  That  is  about  the  most  de- 
finite information  the  supposititious  member 
icould  give  to  his  inquiring  constituents.  Then, 
Sir,  as  regards  the  Land  Bill,  the  information 
which  could  bo  given  would  be  of  this  nature: 
that  there  has  been  circulated  in  some  news- 
papers at  a  distance,  one  in  Otago — I  am  not 
aware  whether  it  has  been  done  elsewhere — 
an  authorised  abstract  of  the  proposed  Land 
Bill,  containing  some  extraordinary  features, 
such  as  conditional  Grown  grants  and  the 
abolition  of  village  settlements.  That  in- 
formation has  been  given  to  newspapers  at  a 
distance,  and  honourable  members  can  merely 
attach  what  weight  they  like  to  the  rumours. 
As  for  anything  definite  upon  the  subject  they 
would  be  unable  to  express  themselves.  Then, 
we  are  told  that  a  proposal  will  be  submitted 


for  a  new  loan  for  a  million  of  money,  without 
an  intention  to  sufficiently  increase  the  revenue 
to  make  it— I  will  put  it  in  plain  terms — either 
fair  or  honest  for  this  colony  to  go  upon  the 
market  again.  When  we  went  upon  the  market 
last  time  we  had  a  certain  revenue  which  we 
gave  as  security  to  the  persons  from  whom 
we  borrowed;  and,  seeing  that  the  revenue 
has  fallen  off,  we  are  not  entitled  to  go  upon 
the  market  again  without  making  provision 
to  increase  the  revenue.  Then,  Sir,  the 
member  will  be  able  to  say  that  he  could 
gather  from  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment chat  it  is  intended  that  the  deficit  of 
last  year,  the  deficit  of  this  year,  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  expenditure  next  year 
shall  be  devolved  on  borrowed  money;  that 
the  Government  have  determined  not  to 
revise  the  Gustoms  tariff,  although  they  can- 
not be  unconscious  that  the  country  from  one 
end  to  the  other  demands  it,— although  they 
cannot  be  unconscious  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  tariff  not  being  revised,  population  is  being 
driven  away;  industries  are  being  very  largely 
prejudiced  and  ruined,  and  encouragement  is 
being  given  to  unhealthy  speculation  of  all 
kinds — speculation  having  for  its  object  either 
to  make  money  out  of  the  Government  or  out 
of  the  consumers.  Then,  Sir,  we  can  gather 
indirectly— and  that  is  all — that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  next  year  throw  enormous  additional 
burdens  upon  the  local  bodies.  Then,  we  have 
that  proposal,  which  seems  to  me  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  liberty  and  freedom  which 
we  demand  from  the  Crown  to  members  of  this 
House  in  the  power  over  the  purse — we  are 
asked  to  vote  the  estimates  in  block  votes  for 
services,  as  we  are  in  the  habit  of  making 
temporary  provision  during  the  session.  That 
proposal,  to  my  mind,  is  eminently  disgraceful, 

and  one  which  the  honourable  member 

It  is  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  Sir,  that 
whenever  I  am  speaking  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  a  cough  ;  while  the  honourable  gentle- 
man next  to  him  has  the  extraordinary  fortune 
to  have  at  his  command  the  most  valuable 
cough-mixture  in  existence,  for  when  he  gets 
up  we  do  not  hear  the  cough.  I  shall  wait 
till  this  paroxysm  is  over.  Well,  Sir,  I  con- 
tend that  the  Government  is  too  weak  to  have 
the  courage  to  bring  down  its  proposals  be- 
fore honourable  members  and  the  country,  so 
that  they  can  be  well  understood ;  and  we  are 
now  reverting  to  that  old  system  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  has  always  adopted,  of  carrying 
on  the  government  by  intrigues  outside  the 
House,  by  double-barrelled  promises,  on  his 
part,  to  please  honourable  members  of  different 
opinions  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and 
which  makes  them  hope  that  they  will  be  ful- 
filled. The  chajices  of  the  Government  are 
that  the  various  members  who  are  being  led 
by  false  hopes,  not  to  say  deceived,  will  not 
awaken  to  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  until  it  will 
be  too  late  to  call  the  Government  to  account. 
I  will  give  one  example.  I  will  refer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,  who 
has  a  Bill  which  he    dearly  cherishes,    and 
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which  I  supported  two  years  ago — the  Land 
Acquisition  Bill.  That  Bill  passed  without 
discussion.  "Why  ?  Because  the  cry  was  sent 
round  through  the  lobbies,  *'  Oh,  there  is  no 
object  in  opposing  it ;  it  will  be  disposed  of  in 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee."  It  was  even 
told,  as  a  good  joke,  that  it  was  intended  to  in- 
troduce an  amendment  in  this  Bill  by  which 
all  action  under  it  would  be  restrained  without 
fresh  application  to  Parliament,  so  that  the 
Government  thought  it  quite  safe  to  allow  the 
Bill  to  pass  without  displeasing  such  of  their 
supporters  as  had  undertaken  before  the  electors 
to  oppose  such  a  measure.  I  shall  deal  with 
blocks  of  members  as  far  as  possible,  so  as  not 
to  be  personal.  Take  the  Wellington  members 
as  against  those  of  most  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  It  is  well  known  that  they  are  assured 
that  the  Grovemment  will  not  deal  hardly  with 
the  Civil  servants,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
will  gain  by  the  so-called  retrenchment.  That 
is  a  most  satisfactory  assurance  to  the  mem- 
bers for  this  district,  whilst  the  other  honour- 
able members  are  given  to  understand  that 
retrenchments  are  to  be  of  a  large  and  radical 
character,  which  will  materially  lessen  the  cost 
of  the  government  of  the  colony.  Then,  take 
the  Wellington  and  Auckland  members  on  the 
question  of  the  route  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Bailway.  On  the  one  side,  the  Auckland  papers 
consider  the  assurance  most  satisfactory  as  to 
a  reconsideration  of  the  question  of  the  route, 
whilst  here  in  Wellington  there  is  an  equal 
feeling  of  satisfaction  that  the  Government 
have  no  idea  of  reconsidering  it.  Yesterday 
we  had  a  question  put  with  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  denominational  system  of 
education.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
presides  over  the  Education  Department  said 
there  was  not  the  smallest  truth  in  the  state- 
ment; and  I  must  compliment  him  on  the 
firm  and  unequivocal  stand  he  took  on  the 
question.  But  how  is  it  that  the  gentleman 
who  was  responsible  for  that  statement  —  a 
gentleman  than  whom  there  is  no  one  in 
the  colony  more  calculated  to  command  con- 
fidence and  esteem  —  could  have  felt  himself 
authorised  to  make  such  a  statement  ex- 
cept by  this  very  fact  which  I  have  pointed 
out,  of  the  way  in  which  the  Government, 
whether  by  themselves  or  others,  allow  state- 
ments to  go  forth  calculated,  so  to  say,  to 
tickle  the  palates  of  honourable  members  who 
are  supporting  them  ?  Sir,  I  should  like  to  ask 
this  question  now.  I  have  given  a  very  un- 
satisfactory catechism,  unsatisfactory  from  the 
point  of  view  that  the  gentlemen  objecting  to 
it  are  not  able  to  answer  it.  I  would  ask 
honourable  members,  do  they  see  the  smallest 
prospect  of  the  various  measures  in  which  they 
are  interested,  the  various  measures  of  policy 
which  the  Government  have  indicated,  being 
carried  through  ?  Are  they  able  to  say  that 
the  Government  have  any  strength  whatever, 
except  the  strength  which  may  remain  to 
them  by  the  adoption  of  the  old  tactics  of  the 
head  of  the  Government  keeping  back  his  in- 
tentions to  so  late  a  moment  that  there  is  no 
time  to  review  them  ?  There  is,  we  are  told, 
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one  very  laige  measure  propoeed  in  the  way  of 
altering  the  basis  of  representation.  The  dis- 
tricts are  to  be  made  much  larger ;  less  pay  is 
to  be  given  to  members ;  and  the  introductioii 
of  the  Hare  system  of  the  representation  of 
minorities  is  intrusted  to  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Ponsonby.  That  is  another 
proof  that  the  Grovemment  dare  not  come  down 
with  their  complete  proposal,  which  would  be 
put  obviously  before  the  House  as  a  determined 
effort  in  the  way  of  reducing  the  broad  basis  of 
the  franchise  which  is  at  present  enjoyed  in 
favour  of  one  that  would  give  lazger  control  to 
vested  interests.  There  are  other  instances,  too 
numerous  to  mention,  of  the  determination  of 
the  Government  to  conceal  their  policy  to  tiie 
last  moment.  I  shall  now  refer  to  the  question 
which  I  believe  represents  a  large  portion  of 
the  strength  of  the  Government,  and  that  is 
the  way  in  which  they  hang  before  honourable  | 
members  personal  hostility  to  myself.  In  doing 
this  I  feel  somewhat  bashful,  because  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  no  higher  compliment  codd 
be  paid  to  one  single  individual  in  the  colony 
than  to  put  him  into  a  position  of  such  enor- 
mouB  power  as  is  comprised  in  the  fact  that 
the  Government  can  only  carty  on  by  parading 
before  honourable  members  the  notion  that 
whatever  evil  there  may  be  in  the  Government 
should  be  endured  to  suppress  that  individual 
But  I  do  not  believe  that  the  feeling  is  gennine 
in  the  colony ;  and  I  am  going  to  make  a  pro- 
posal to  test  it.  There  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Waipawa,  there  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  West  (Mr.  Goldie),  and 
there  is  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land North  (Mr.  T.  Thompson).  I  have  not 
a  word  to  say  against  any  of  these  honourable 
gentlemen,  but  they  have  paraded  before  the 
House  the  fact  that  they  were  sent  here  to 
oppose  me.  They  have,  in  fact,  said  that,  not> 
withstanding  the  countxr  demands  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  they  are  afraid  to  go  on  with  it 
I  do  not  know  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Waipawa  said  that ;  but  the  honourable 
members  for  Auckland  West  and  Auckland 
North,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace, who  is  not  here  just  now,  ezpcessly  indi- 
cated they  cared  very  little  for  the  interests  of 
the  country  so  long  as  they  showed  personal 
hostility  to  myself.  Now,  I  am  going  to  make 
them  a  proposition,  and  I  will  leave  to  them 
the  choice  of  whether  they  will  take  the  chal- 
lenge up  or  not.  I  make  it  a  condition, 
however,  that  I  first  consult  my  friends  in 
Christchurch,  but  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  that  they  will  agree.  I  tell  those 
honourable  gentlemen  that  if  any  one  of  them 
likes  to  resign  his  seat  at  the  end  of  the  session 
I  will  resign  mine,  and  stand  against  any  one 
of  those  honourable  gentlemen  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, and  so  test  this  question.  I  include  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  challenge,  and  will  test  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  it  is  the  great  object  of  the 
country  to  keep  me  out,  by  standing  against  him 
for  Egmont  after  the  session  is  over.  Now,  I 
am  not  making  this  challenge  without  having 
thought  over  it. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— You  might  take  the  Minister 
of  Bducation  in  as  tvell. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  accept  the  challenge. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  made  the  same  proposition 
to  one  of  these  honourable  gentlemen  the  other 
day,  and  his  answer  was,  **  I  have  had  enough 
of  elections ;  I  have  no  doubt  you  could  beat 
me  if  you  went  there . "  That  was  an  honourable 
gentleman  for  whom  I  had  a  great  liking,  and 
probably  his  expressed  opposition  to  me  was 
merely  a  fa^on  de  parler.  But  it  is  time  we 
found  out,  are  we  living  under  personal  govern- 
ment or  constitutional  government?  As  re- 
gards the  honourable  member  for  Wallace,  his 
district  is  too  large  for  me  to  travel  over, 
so  I  shall  condemn  him — and  to  one  of  his 
conscientious  turn  of  mind  it  is  the  greatest 
possible  punishment  I  could  possibly  con- 
ceive— to  this  punishment:  that  I  shall  con- 
tinually force  him  either  to  vote  with  me 
or  to  vote  against  his  own  conscience.  Sir, 
I  contend  that  the  Government  is  essen- 
tially  too  weak  to  govern  the  colony  at  any 
time,  much  less  at  a  time  when  there  are 
such  large  and  serious  measures  of  importance 
that  require  to  be  carried.  The  head  of  the 
Government  hardly  dares  to  get  up  and  speak ; 
ho  has  not  spoken  during  the  financial  debate. 
I  feel  great  pleasure  in  seeing  the  attitude 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Sast  has  taken  up,  and  I  believe  he  is  the  only 
member  of  the  Government  who  has  gained 
ground  with  the  House  during  the  session. 
He  has  spoken  his  mind  firmly  and  fear- 
lessly, and  I  congratulate  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  very  great  progress  he  has 
made  in  the  estimation  of  the  House ;  because 
he  alone,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  has  the  courage 
to  speak  his  mind,  and  to  that  extent  com- 
mit the  Government.  There  are  some  Minis- 
ters on  those  benches  I  do  not  include  in  my 
remarks,  because  they  arc  not  in  the  habit  of 
addressing  the  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  East,  however,  need  not 
prate  about  questions  of  ancestors.  He  told  us 
m  great  distress  that  he  was  not  bom  in  the 
purple,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  repeat 
that  assurance  twice  over.  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
total  indifference  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  whether  he  was  bom  in  purple  velvet 
or  in  whitey-brown  paper.  The  House  will 
judge  him  by  himself,  and  by  his  own  actions. 

The  rank  is  but  the  guinea  stamp, 
A  man's  a  man  for  at  that. 

I  -will  give  him  a  few  lines  that  will  perha^ 
make  him  happier  in  future,  and  render  it 
unnecessary  to  bring  up  these  references  to 
ancestors  again.  He  probably  knows  Tenny- 
son's "  Lady  Clara  Vere  de  Vere :" — 

Ijady  Clara  Yere  de  Vere,  from  yon  blue  heavens 

above  as  bent, 
The  grand  old  gardener  and  his  wife  smile  at  the 

Claims  of  long  descent. 
Howe'er  it  be,  it  seems  to  me  'tis  only  noble  to  be 

good. 
Kind  hearts  are  more  than  coronets,  and  simple 

fail^  than  Norman  blood. 

The  honourable  gentleman  and  other  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  paraded  that  they  ore 
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working-men.  Who  here  has  not  been  a  work- 
ing-man ?  I  have  many  a  time  known.  Sir,  in 
my  life  that  if  I  did  not  work  very  hard  I 
should  have  to  go  without  a  meal  for  the  day. 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  it.  With  reference 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  East, 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  compliment  the  honour- 
able gentleman  on  the  possession  of  a  more 
moderate  manner  and  tone  than  he  has  been 
previously  credited  with.  But,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
has  developed  all  the  very  worst  faults  that  he 
has  shown  in  previous  years.  His  sole  idea  of 
government  seems  to  be  to  control  the  House 
by  intrigues  and  promises  made  outside  of  it» 
and  by  delaying  the  business  to  the  utmost 
possible  extent,  so  that  when  members  have 
packed  up  their  portmanteaux  and  engaged  their 
passages  they  will  be  unable  to  come  back  and 
review  the  business  he  brings  down.  Why,  Sir, 
he  has  not  even  thanked  the  mover  and  se- 
conder of  the  Address  in  Beply  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne — ^an  omission  which  I  have 
never  known  before.  '  If  in  days  gone  by 
such  an  acknowledgment  was  due  on  every 
occasion  to  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Ad- 
dress in  Keply,  how  much  more  was  it  neces- 
sary to  thank  them  on  an  occasion  when  they 
so  distinguished  themselves  I  Then,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata  a  few  days 
ago  made  a  piteous  appeal  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  rise  in  his  place  here  and  clear 
him  from  the  imputation  of  being  a  talebearer  ; 
but  did  the  honourable  gentleman  rise  in  vin- 
dication of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
temata? A  feeling  of  ordinary  justice  would 
have  made  any  man  in  the  Houso  ri&o  in  re- 
sponse to  such  an  appeal  as  was  made  to  him 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata: 
but  not  so  with  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  He  smothered 
his  feelings  of  pity,  if  he  had  any,  and  kept  his 
seat.  We  have  not  heard  the  last  of  that  de- 
putation which  occasioned  the  reflection  on  the 
honourable  member.  I  saw  a  gentleman  red- 
handed,  so  to  speak,  from  the  deputation,  and 
obtained  from  him  a  written  account  of  the 
proceedings.  There  was  one  notable  incident 
which,  I  think,  should  be  placed  upon  record. 
Said  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West,  "  We  have  fifty-one  or  fifty-three  "—I 
forget  which  —  "members  ready  to  support 
you,  Sir,  if  you  will  come  down  with  a  Protec- 
tion policy."  Then  said  the  Premier,  in  reply, 
**  Will  they  support  me  on  everything  else  ?  '*^ 
"  Ah  I  "  said  Mr.  Goldie,  *•  I  did  not  ask  them 
that  question."  Then  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont — the  honourable  gentle-^ 
man  at  the  head  of  the  Government  — 
"I  am  not  to  be  had."  Now,  Sir,  I  ask 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  follow  him, 
who  are  his  supporters,  whether  the  evidence 
is  not  suificient  to  hang  a  man  upon,  that 
he  was  ready  to  thmw  them  all  over  with- 
out the  slightest  remorse  if  he  was  sure  the 
fifty-three  were  ready  to  support  him.  Sir,  I 
tell  his  followers  that  they  will  gradually  wakea 
one  b;^  one,  perhaps  in  half-dozens,  to  the  way 
inwmch  he  is  endeavoaring  toxuake  fbolsof 
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thexD,  to  the  way  in  which  he  is  endeavouring 
to  make  them  bear  his  burden,  and  go  no 
further.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
unfaithful  to  his  friends  in  1884 ;  he  was  un- 
faithful to  them  when  he  formed  the  present 
Government ;  and  every  member  who  ever 
trusts  the  honourable  gentleman  will  find  that 
his  faith  is  misplaced.  I  tell  those  honourable 
gentlemen  that  he  will  continue  unfaithful  to 
his  party,  if  there  is  such  a  party  at  the  end  of 
the  session.  If  such  a  party  exists  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  it  will  be  known  throughout  the 
coimtry  as  '*  the  stupid  party.'*  That,  Sir,  is  not 
unparliamentary  ;  there  is,  we  know,  a  stupid 
party  in  England,  and  I  am  afraid  that,  if  any 
party  remains  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
when  the  session  is  over,  it  will  be  known  as 
"the  stupid  party."  Sir,  I  shall  raise  my  face 
constantly  on  every  occasion  and  insist  upon  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  imparted  to  this  House,  insist  that 
the  retrenchment  which  is  to  be  carried  out 
should  be  carried  out  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  insist  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  shall  not  delay  the 
readjustment  of  the  tariff.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn :  but  half-a-dozen  words 
before  I  conclude.  It  is  of  no  good  telling  me 
about  delay,  for  until  we  have  the  policy  of  the 
Government  down  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  is  simply  beating 
the  air.  The  discussion  now  going  on  over  the 
Financial  Statement  is  colourless ;  it  has  no 
reality  because  members  are  discussing  what 
they  suppose  to  be  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment without  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
those  intentions  are.  I  beg  to  move,  That  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  do  not  intend  to  follow  altogether 
the  line  taken  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North ;  but  there  is  one  parti- 
cular matter  that  I  would  like  a  little  infor- 
mation upon  from  the  Government,  if  they  will 
kindly  oblige  by  giving  it.  I  allude.  Sir,  to  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  in  dealing  with 
Native  lands,  and  in  dealing  with  those  lands 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act.  By 
the  Government  proposals,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Pinancial  Statement,  they  say  that  they  in- 
tend to  give  every  facility  for  individualising 
the  titles ;  that  they  will  pass  a  law  so  as  to 
make  those  lands  liable  to  be  rated  by  the  local 
bodies.  Well,  Sir,  I  put  this  to  the  Govern- 
ment :  that  it  must  t&ke  some  time  before  the 
Natives  can  have  the  titles  to  their  land  indi- 
viduaJised,  and,  what  is  more  than  that,  the 
Natives  have  no  power,  until  that  is  done,  of 
raising  moneys  upon  those  lands  so  as  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  calls  made  upon  them  by 
the  local  bodies.  Now,  the  amount  that  will 
be  required  on  the  present  valuation  in  the 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Auckland  Districts  would 
be  something  like  £6,000  per  annum.  Well, 
that  is  at  the  present  valuation  made  by  the 
Crown  itself ;  but,  if  the  local  bodies  were  to 
make  this  valuation,  it  is  quite  possible  the 
■amount  to  be  levied  would  be  increased.  Now, 
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is  it  possible  that  the  Natives  of  this  district 
could  suddenly,  without  any  time  being  al- 
lowed— because  the  Act  would  be  rep^ed  by 
March  next,  and  no  time  would  be  given  to  in- 
dividualise the  titles — is  tlicre  any  possibility 
of  their  being  able  to  mortgage  the  lands  to 
raise  the  money  to  meet  the  taxes  ?  They  will 
be  amenable  to  the  Rating  Act,  and  the  lands 
would  be  sold  and  taken  from  them  to  pay  these 
rates.  I  do  say  that  is  a  very  large  question- 
one  that  has  to  be  met  from  another  stand- 
point. On  these  same  lands  there  are  already 
charges  made  against  them  for  rates  advanced 
by  the  Government.  The  Government  would  re- 
quire the  first  mortgage  before  the  Maoris  could 
raise  any  moneys  upon  these  same  lands,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  Maoris  cannot  deal  with  the 
lands,  the  titles  not  being  individualised,  and 
therefore  we  should  have  the  very  Happy  state 
of  afEairs  given  eilect  to  that  existed  in  the 
Hawke's  Bay  District  some  years  ago.  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  when  I  heard  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waipawa  say  it  was  with 
satisfaction  that  he  read  the  propo-sals  of  the 
Gk)vcrnment,  that  he  thoroughly  concurred, 
and  that  it  was  a  good  proof  of  the  only  means 
of  colonising  the  Native  districts.  Well,  if 
confiscation  of  Maori  lands  and  the  forcing  of 
the  unfortunate  Native  race  to  deal  in  these 
lands  at  less  than  their  value  or  give  them 
to  the  land-sharks — if  that  is  to  be  the  colo- 
nisation that  is  to  ensue  we  have  a  right  to 
pause  and  to  demand  the  details  of  the  policy 
from  the  Government.  It  should  not  be 
left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
We  should  not  be  asked  to  vote  on  the 
Statement  when  we  have  not  these  details 
before  us.  There  is  another  point  in  refer- 
ence to  this ;  and  I  would  put  this  to  those 
who  represent  the  Native  race  in  this  House. 
The  Government  say  they  will  exempt  certain 
districts  from  the  operation  of  the  intended 
amendments.  What  does  that  mean?  It 
means  that,  where  those  who  support  the  Go- 
vernment go  to  the  Government  and  ask  them 
that  their  districts  shall  be  exempted  from 
paying  rates  for  local  purposes,  then  the  Go- 
vernment will  say  they  will  exempt  them. ;  but 
as  to  other  districts,  the  member  for  which  in 
this  House  may  not  be  a  supporter  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  is  insisting  upon  the  Govern- 
ment doing  what  is  right,  not  only  to  the 
Native  race,  but  to  the  whole  population  of 
the  colony  —  if  the  member  happens  to  be  on 
the  opposition  side  of  the  House,  why,  his 
district  would  bo  proclaimed;  the  Act  would 
be  applied  to  his  district,  the  rates  would  be 
levied,  there  would  be  no  money  to  pay  them, 
and  the  Natives  would  be  deprived  of  these 
lands  —  the  lands  would  be  confiscated.  On 
that  point  there  is  some  reason  in  what  has 
been  put  forth  by  the  honourable  member  far 
Christchurch  North  in  saying  that  we  should 
have  some  further  details.  | 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  will  have  the  full 
details  when  the  Bill  comes  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  understand  the  Premier 
wishes  to  do  what  is  right;  but  we  require 
further  information  beyond  that  contained  in 
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the  Financial  Statement.  We  have  the  as- 
snrance  of  the  Premier  that  the  infonnation 
will  be  furnished ;  but  in  the  meantime  we  are 
consenting  to  the  principles  of  policy  set  forth 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  and  the  details  we 
have  not  got.  Under  the  disability  which  the 
Natives  rest  under  it  is  a  moral  impossibility 
to  give  effect  to  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment without  doing  great  injustice  to  the 
Native  race.  That  is  my  reason  for  supporting 
the  motion  for  adjournment,  and  I  would  ask 
the  Government:  to  give  us  some  further  in- 
formation as  to  when  they  will  bring  down 
these  details.  As  regards  the  question  of  pub- 
llo  works  and  also  the  question  of  education, 
I  must  say  this :  that  there  is  very  serious 
dissatisfaction.  As  regards  the  Civil  servants, 
I  think  I  am  perfectly  within  the  mark  when 
I  say  there  has  been  no  time  in  the  history 
of  New  Zealand  when  there  was  such  an 
amount  of  dissatisfaction  and  anxiety  as  exists 
at  the  present  time;  and  I  think  it  is  high 
time,  in  the  interests  of  the  Service,  that 
something  more  definite  was  known  than  is 
known  at  the  present  time.  I  say,  and  will 
say  it  so  long  as  I  am  able  to  do  so,  that  it 
is  against  representative  government,  it  is  un- 
constitutional, to  ask  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  give  the  Government  lump  votes  on  the 
estimates,  and  not  to  know — we,  who  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  people—at  the  time  we  agree 
to  such  proposals,  in  what  way  the  retrench- 
ment is  to  take  place.  I  am  not  one  prepared 
to  allow  the  liberties  of  the  members  of  this 
House  to  be  taken  from  them.  If  the  majority 
of  this  House  is  prepared  to  do  that,  well  and 
good.  All  I  can  do  in  the  interest  of  freedom 
is  to  protest. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  would  remind  the  House 
that  I  have  made  a  speech  in  which  the  conduct 
and  attitude  of  the  Government  have  been  ar- 
raigned. Now,  Sir,  no  reply  has  been  made  to 
my  remarks,  though  any  honourable  member 
has  the  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  state  of  the  business,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  being  conducted ;  and 
therefore  the  legitimate  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
is,  that  the  Government  are  not  ready  with  a 
reply.  Now,  the  question  that  arises  is,  to 
my  mind,  What  is  the  best  way  of  avoiding 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  House  ?  It  is  quite 
clear  that  a  discussion  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment, in  the  absence  of  a  large  knowledge  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Government,  is  a  discus- 
sion which  cannot  be  carried  on  to  advantage, 
because  of  its  having  to  be  again  and  again  re- 
newed on  every  occasion  when  it  is  proposed  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and  on  other  occa- 
sions when,  of  course,  it  will  be  open  to  review 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  Is  the  honour- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
prepared  to  make  any  arrangement  by  which 
to  bring  down  his  policy  Bills  before  we  con- 
clude the  discussion  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment? Or  does  he  suppose  we  can  attach 
much  importance  to  that  discussion  in  the 
absence  of  that  information  which  honourable 
members  claim  ?  I  shall  not  press  the  Govern- 
ment ;  I  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  they  are 


unable  to  make  any  reply  to  the  veiy  strong 
indictment  which  I  venture  to  think  I  have 
raised  against  them ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
well  worth  the  consideration  of  honourable 
members  whether  the  discussion  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  should  be  prolonged  until  those 
measures  are  brought  down,  throwing  the  re-- 
sponsibility  on  the  Government  for  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House.  The  Government  have  had 
ample  opportunities  for  bringing  down  those 
measures,  and  some  of  them  must  be  in  exist- 
ence, since  they  have  given  them  to  the  news> 
papers,  or  allowed  abstracts  to  be  taken  of 
them.  Whether,  I  say,  it  would  save  time  most 
to  prolong  the  debate  on  the  Statement  until 
these  measures  are  brought  down,  or  to  renew 
it  as  a  separate  discussion  when  we  have  those 
measures  in  our  hands,  is  a  question  for  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  venture  to  think  honourable 
members  in  this  House  will  not  allow  a  piece- 
meal discussion  on  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  carried  on  without  being  in  posses- 
sion of  their  full  intentions  so  far  as  they  are 
able  to  indicate  them. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

FREE  RAILWAY-PASSES. 

Mr.  PEARSON  (for  Mr.  Buchanan)  asked 
the  Government,  Whether  they  will  abolish  free 
railway-masses  to  members  of  both  Houses,  ex- 
cept durmg  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  and  for 
one  week  prior  to  and  after  each  session  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  do  what  the  question 
suggested. 

SUMNER  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  PERCEVAL  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  the  Government  will 
give  immediate  effect  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  that  the 
Sunmer  Railway  be  put  in  hand,  as  the  best 
means  of  providing  suitable  work  for  the  un- 
employed of  Christchurch  and  suburbs?  It 
was  necessary  he  should  point  out  how  urgent 
this  matter  was.  The  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  a  certain  section 
of  railway  near  Christchurch  should  be  put  in 
hand  as  fast  as  possible,  as  the  best  means  of 
providing  work  for  the  unemployed  of  Christ- 
church and  the  surrounding  districts,  and  he 
asked  the  Government  whether  they  could  see 
their  way  to  give  immediate  effect  to  that  re- 
commendation. He  had  received  various  tele- 
grams and  letters  from  Christchurch,  pointing 
out  the  extreme  urgency  of  this  matter,  and 
that  something  must  be  done  to  provide  work 
for  the  unemployed.  He  believed  that  the 
Mayor  of  •Christchurch  had  that  day  tele- 
graphed to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
asking  him  to  establish  suitable  relief-works 
near  Christchurch.  Now,  he  was  well  aware 
that  the  Government  had  sought  to  do  some- 
thing to  provide  work  for  the  unemployed ;  but 
the  provision  they  had  made  was  utterly  in- 
adequate. They  had  sent  down  instructions  to 
put  on  a  certain  number  of  men  at  stonebreak- 
ing;  but  he  was  informed — and  he  saw  the 
statement  was  corroborated  in  the  papers — ^that 
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there  was  no  stone  to  break,  and  no  place  in 
which  to  break  it,  and  so  that  work  was  not 
available.  The  other  available  work  was  road- 
making  in  the  Clarence  district— the  Kaikoura 
Boad ;  but  the  men  positively  declined  to  accept 
that  work,  and  they  seemed  to  have  very  good 
reason  for  doing  so.  When  he  said  they  de- 
clined he  should  explain  that  a  certain  number 
had  gone  to  it,  but  the  reports  they  had  sent 
down  had  prevented  other  men  from  going  up 
there.  He  would  read  a  letter  which  had  been 
forwarded  to  him  in  which  some  of  the  reasons 
were  stated : — 

**  In  the  meantime  Mr.  March,  the  Immi- 
gration Officer  here,  has  received  orders  to  send 
forty-five  men  to  Kaikoura.  Now,  Sir,  intelli- 
gence has  just  arrived  from  the  men  who  were 
sent  some  time  back  by  the  Government  up 
there,  that  they  are  just  as  near  starvation  as 
when  they  were  in  Christchurch  agitating.  In 
fact,  a  great  many  of  them  are  sick  of  it,  and 
would  be  glad  if  they  had  the  means  to  get 
back  again.  So  you  see  such  works  as  are 
opened  at  Kaikoura  will  not  only  be  a  loss  to 
the  Government,  but  will  not  solve  the  problem 
of  the  *  unemployed '  difficulty.  It  was  agreed 
unanimously  this  morning  that  I  should  write 
to  you,  and  send  to  you,  as  best  I  could,  the 
feeling  of  the  meeting.  The  men  will  not  go  to 
such  works  as  the  Kaikoura-Clarence  works; 
and  I  think  they  are  right :  it  is  all  a  complete 
farce.  They  are  assuming  a  determined  atti- 
tude. It  was  hinted  this  morning  that  they 
would  assemble  at  the  Square  with  their  work- 
ing implements  and  demand  work  or  bread ; 
but  we  impressed  on  them  to  wait  for  three  or 
four  days  until  they  see  if  the  Governor's' pro- 
mise would  be  fulfilled." 

Major  ATKINSON.— From  whom  is  that  ? 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— The  writer  is  0.  H. 
Savage. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Is  he  one  of  the  work- 
men ? 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— Yes.    He  writes  further : 

**  I  think  the  men  are  resolved  not  to  stand 
it  much  longer.  One  quarter  of  the  poor  fel- 
lows are  starving.  .  .  .  We  waited  on  the 
Charitable  Aid  Board  yesterday  afternoon 
to  place  before  them  the  advisability  of  con- 
verting the  Immigration  Barracks  at  Adding- 
ton  into  a  home  for  those  that  have  none,  and 
no  less  than  seven  poor  fellows,  who  slept  in 
the  Park  for  some  nights,  applied  for  relief; 
they  got  some  food,  and  were  told  nothing 
else  could  be  done  for  them,  so  I  expect  they 
have  to  sleep  outside  still.  .  .  .  They  want 
thirty  more  men  for  Kaikoura,  and  we  resolve 
not  to  attempt  going  under  the  present  circum- 
stances  The    Grovemment   have 

given  some  instructions  about  stone-breaking, 
ut  the  Public  Works  officials  say  they  have 
neither  the  stones  nor  the  ground  to  break 
them  on.  .  .  .  Now,  Sir,  as  one  of  the 
unemployed,  we  are  told  we  need  not  starve 
while   there   is   a   Charitable   Aid  Board  in 

Christchurch There   are   several 

oases  of  poor,  starving  men  sleeping  in  the 
Park,  and  when  they  apply  at  the  Gnaritable 
Aid  Board  they  only  leoeive  rations,  aooording 
Mr.  Perceval 


to  the  above  scale,  and  have  to  seek  for  a  place 
to  cook  it.  Hence  our  action  in  the  matter. 
Now,  Sir,  the  majority  of  the  men  down  here 
would  sooner  die  of  starvation  than  go  to  Kai- 
koura. Accounts  of  well-authenticated  news 
received  from  there." 

He  saw  a  letter  in  the  Ghxistchuroh  iVe» 
from  Councillor  Hosking,  in  which  ho  com- 
menced by  saying, — 

**The  *  unemployed'  refuse  to  go  to  Kai- 
koura to  the  relief-works.  At  the  first  blush  this  j 
looks  like  rank  rebellion,  and  those  refusing  I 
deserve  to  starve.  But,  Sir,  there  is  another 
view  of  the  question  I  am  afraid  has  never  been 
considered  by  those  in  authority.  I  know  a 
case.  The  facts  are  as  follows :  A  man  wiUi  a 
wife  and  five  children  went  to  the  relief-works 
at  Kaikoura  and  worked  hard.  The  earnings 
were  4s.  O^d.  per  day,  or  £1  48.  dd.  per 
week.  Having  a  wife  and  five  children,  it 
takes  88.  a  week  to  provide  house  to  live  in; 
and,  the  very  poorest  way  the  family  could  live, 
it  took  26.  per  day  to  support  them ;  14s.  and  j 
8s.  are  £1  2s.  out  of  the  £1  4s.  8d.,  and  nothing 
to  provide  clothes,  boots,  <fec.,  or  the  husband's  | 
keep  at  the  relief-works,  which,  at,  saj.  Is.  per 
day,  is  7s.,  or  a  total  of  £1  9r.  per  week,  for  a 
bare  existence,  and  hardly  allows  the  XK>or  wife 
the  luxury  of  writing  to  her  husband  to  unbosom 
her  little  woes  and  sorrows,  or  the  father  to 
write  to  his  little  children  once  a  week,  for 
this  would  entail  an  expenditure  of  4d.  per  j 
week,  an  expenditure  not  warranted  or  possible  j 
when  the  earnings  are  already  4s.  9d.  per  week 
below  the  actual  expenses  to  keep  life  in  the  | 
body.  This  is  not  an  extreme  case,  for,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  the  average  earnings  at  the 
works  are  4s.  per  day.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  an- 
other and  very  serious  question.  Is  it  right  for 
the  State  to  separate  a  man  from  his  family? 
How  many  dozens  of  oases  are  there  where, 
the  father  surrounded  by  his  family,  peace,  | 
happiness,  and  contentment  reigned;  but,  br 
force  of  circumstances,  the  father  is  separated 
from  his  wife  and  children ;  the  father,  in  his 
isolation,  seeks  comfort  and  consolation  in  the 
publichouse ;  the  wife,  in  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness, seeing  her  children  starving,  resorts  to 
not  always  honourable  means  to  stop  their 
craving  for  food.  The  result:  their  lives  a 
reproach,  their  hopes  blasted,  their  end 
misery." 

He  pointed  out  that  the  men  were  justified, 
in  his  opinion,  in  refusing  to  go  to  snoh  wod; 
by  saying,— 

"I  venture  again  to  say  the  men  in  the 
square  are  more  to  be  pitied  than  blamed  for 
refusing  to  go  to  the  Kaikoura.  An  invest^ 
tion  of  the  wages  drawn,  the  amonnte  paid 
back  to  the  Charitable  Aid  Board  for  food 
supplied,  the  amounts  remitted  to  the  wives  for 
their  support,  and  the  rents  paid,  will  prove  t» 
the  most  obtuse  that  it  is  worse  than  osele* 
for  heads  of  families  to  seek  to  support  childien 
at  this  work  without  very  large  help  frcon  the 
Charitable  Aid  Boaid." 

Now,  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  went 
into  the  matter  very  carefully,  and  took  ovi- 
denoe  on  the  subject.    It  waa  pointed  out  l» 
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the  Committee  that  what  was  wanted  was  work 
handy  to  Ghristchurch,  at  which  the  men  could 
labour  without  leaving  their  homes  altogether, 
hut  could  keep  with  their  families ;  but  to  have 
to  go  to  work  one  hundred  miles  distant,  such 
as  that  at  Kaikoura,  made  it  impossible  for 
them  to  communicate  properly  with  their 
families  or  to  provide  tnem  with  sufficient 
means  of  subsistence,  from  the  causes  he  had 
stated.  The  Committee  went  into  the  matter, 
and,  as  he  had  said,  it  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  Sumner  Bailway  was  the  best  pos- 
sible work  upon  which  the  men  could  be  em- 
ployed, and,  further,  that  it  would  be  a  remu- 
nerativQ  work — a  work  which  it  would  pay  the 
colony  to  make  —  and  that  it  was  better  to 
employ  the  men  on  this  than  on  a  road  which 
was  not  of  very  much  use.  He  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to  put  the 
work  in  hand,  for  the  distress  was  of  a  very 
serious  character. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  there  was  at  present  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
tress, and  that  many  deserving  men  were  out 
of  employment;  but  the  question  of  dealing 
with  these  men,  honourable  members  would 
see,  was  one  of  very  great  difficulty,  for  ex- 
perience had  shown  that  if  provision  was  made 
lor  the  unemployed  near  the  towns  there  was 
a  rush  of  people  to  towns  from  the  country — 
from  districts  where  there  really  was  employ- 
ment. That  was  the  difficulty  of  the  question, 
and  that  was  the  question  which  the  House 
must  face.  No  doubt  in  facing  it  the  House 
would  have  to  inflict  some  hardship  upon  fami- 
lies, and,  though  he  regretted  it,  he  did  not  see 
how  the  difficulty  was  to  be  got  over.  It  seemed 
to  him  that,  if  they  once  began  large  works  near 
the  towns,  and  paid  the  wages  that  were  ordi- 
narily paid,  there  would  be  a  rush  to  the  towns 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  was  not 
impossible  that  they  might  have  persons  coming 
from  the  other  colonies  to  the  relief-works. 
Now,  the  Grovernment  had  found  work  on  this 
road  at  Kaikoura  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  referred  to,  and  this  was  the  infor- 
mation that  had  been  received  from  the  Labour 
Bureau — composed,  he  believed,  of  gentlemen 
appointed  by  the  late  Government,  and  who, 
he  understood,  might  be  quite  relied  on.  This 
-was  what  they  said : — 

**  Bureau  find  there  is  still  room  for  fifteen 
more  men  at  Kaikoura-Clarence  Boad,  and 
would  reconunend  that  the  complement  be  in- 
creased there  to  160.  To  show  suitability  of 
this  employment,  which  men  dispute,  Bureau 
find  men  there  have  been  able  to  send  their 
wives  and  families  from  £3  to  £4  per  month. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  put  on  at 
stonebreaking  on  Monday  next  all  cases  of 
emergency.  The  Bureau  think  that,  consider- 
ing the  present  dearth  of  emplo3anent,  it  might 
be  advisable  to  get  workiug-plan  of  a  section 
of  proposed  Sumner  Bailway  pushed  forward. 
It  is  difficult  to  estimate  number  of  men  that 
are  really  destitute,  but  fully  160  are  really  out 
of  employment." 

Now,  the  Government  had  at  one  time  con- 
templated the  commencement  of  this  Sumner 


Railway.  They  thought  that  possibly  it  was 
the  right  thing  to  do,  being  anxious  not  to 
separate  families ;  but  upon  further  considera- 
tion they  decided,  for  the  reasons  which  he 
had  explained,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  it 
would  be  wise ;  and,  in  fact,  on  looking  further 
into  the  matter,  they  found  that  this  work  had 
never  been  authorised  by  Parliament,  so  that, 
without  a  special  Act,  they  would  be  breaking 
the  law  if  they  commenced  the  work. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  asked  if  stonebreaking  on 
the  Clarence  Road  was  authorised. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  vote  for  the 
unemployed  authorised  that ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  commence  a  railway  under 
that  authority.  He  was  going  to  say  that  the 
Government  were  giving  anxious  consideration 
to  this  matter,  but  they  were  not  at  the  present 
time  prepared  to  begin  this  railway  ;  but  they 
would  find  stonebreaking  or  other  suitable 
work  wherever  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  Al- 
though he  sympathized  thoroughly  with  men 
separated  from  their  families,  yet  if  work  was 
found  for  men  in  the  country  they  must  make 
up  their  minds  to  go  there.  Every  one  had  to 
put  up  with  inconveniences  sometimes,  and 
men  must  be  reasonable  in  the  matter;  and 
the  House  must  do  nothing  which  would  create 
a  rush  to  particular  parts  of  the  colony  by  per- 
sons who  wished  to  live  in  the  towns  rather 
than  in  the  country.  He  must  say  that  those 
men  who  were  bond  fide  out  of  employment 
and  wished  for  work  were  not  the  men  who 
objected  to  go  where  they  were  wanted.  Those 
who  objected  were  mostly  men  who  liked  the 
towns,  the  conveniences  of  the  towns,  and 
wished  to  live  there ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House,  in  dealing  with  this  matter,  to  see 
that  it  did  not  increase  pauperism.  He  would 
only  say  again  that  the  Government  would  do 
their  utmost  to  alleviate  distress,  and  to  do  it 
in  a  way  which  would  separate  families  as  little 
as  possible. 

Mr.  LANCE  wished  to  say  that  he  had  re- 
cently visited  the  works  at  Kaikoura,  and  had 
looked  into  the  position  of  the  men  at  work 
there.  He  had  visited  them  on  several  occa- 
sions. On  the  last  occasion  when  he  did  so, 
very  recently,  he  found  that  there  were  ninety- 
seven  men  employed  on  the  works.  He  looked 
into  the  matter  very  carefully,  the  condition  of 
the  men,  the  wages  they  were  earning,  and  so  on ; 
and  he  might  say  that,  although  the  conditions 
of  the  men  were  as  various  as  the  conditions  of 
men  could  be,  he  never  knew  men  living  to- 
gether as  a  more  happy  family.  Some  of  them 
were  magnificent  men,  navvies  fit  to  undertake 
any  railway -work  in  the  world;  and  these 
were  working  alongside  artisans  of  all  kinds; 
but  all  were  contented:  and  he  never  saw 
works  more  efficiently  or  more  economically 
carried  on ;  and  the  reason  was  that  the  work 
was  done  by  the  tape,  by  measurement.  He 
saw  one  **  cutting  "  there  throughout  which  the 
ground  was  of  exactly  the  same  character,  and 
the  pay  was  the  same.  At  one  end  were  men 
earning  2s.  6d.  a  day ;  at  the  other  end  were 
men  earning  7s.  6d.  a  day ;  yet  they  were  all 
contented,  because  they  were  paid  according  to 
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wliat  they  earned.  That  was  what  he  wanted 
to  impress  upon  the  House.  He  personally 
conversed  with  the  men,  and  never  heard  a 
word  of  complaint  from  them ;  and  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  officer  in  charge  that  if  he  adver- 
tised or  gave  notice  that  he  could  place  five 
hundred  men  on  the  works  he  would  have  them 
there  within  a  fortnight. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
Premier  and  the  last  speaker  were  entirely  at 
variance  in  what  they  said.  It  was  impossible 
to  come  to  any  conclusion  upon  the  subject 
when  the  testimony  was  so  entirely  opposite. 
The  Premier  said  that  if  they  gave  work  near 
to  towns  every  one  would  leave  work  in 
the  country  and  flock  into  the  towns.  The 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  said  that  at 
Kaikoura,  at  that  distance  from  the  town,  the 
men  were  most  coi\tentod.  Then  they  would 
not  flock  to  the  towns.  They  were  perfectly 
contented  and  happy !  The  honourable  gentle- 
man drew  such  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  place 
that  it  was  a  wonder  he  did  not  stop  there 
himself. 

Mr.  LANCE  said  that  perhaps  he  would  be 
happier  there  than  here. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  not.  It  was  not  easy 
to  judge  from  thoir  position  what  the  happi- 
ness of  these  men  was.  At  any  rate,  the  House 
had  most  diverse  testimony.  The  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  said  these  men  were  happy 
and  contented.  The  Premier  said  that  they 
were  able  to  send  £8  or  £4  per  month  to  their 
wives  and  families  in  town.  He  replied  to 
that  that  £3  a  month  was  not  enough  to  enable 
the  family  in  town  to  live.  It  was  nothing  less 
than  starving,  or  living  in  wretchedness  and 
misery  ;  and  it  was  the  Premier's  business  not 
to  let  the  House  go  until  it  had  made  provi- 
sion to  meet  this  great  distress.  Ho  had  the 
power  of  doing  it  if  he  liked.  If  the  Premier 
was  incapable  of  relieving  this  want  there  were 
men  in  the  House  who  could  do  it;  and  let  him 
make  way  for  them.  Undoubtedly  there  was 
distress  at  the  present  time.  He  had  wit- 
nessed it  in  Wellington.  He  had  seen  people 
living  in  houses  almost  as  bad  as  any  to  be 
seen  in  the  East  End  of  London.  He  had 
seen  great  want,  where  men  had  been  outi  of 
work  for  a  long  period  of  time ;  and  it  was  the 
business  of  Parliament  to  make  provision  for 
relieving  that  want,  instead  of  passing  it  over 
in  the  way  the  Premier  did. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  exceeding  the  limits 
allowed  when  an  honourable  gentleman  was 
speaking  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  Tho 
observations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
nothing  to  do  with  tho  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  charging 
him  with  dereliction  of  duty,  and  he  would  have 
no  right  of  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  tho  discussion  had  got 
beyond  the  limits  contemplated ;  but  the  Pre- 
mier would  be  given  an  opportunity  of  reply. 
The  proper  course  would  have  been  to  allow  a 
Bill  to  be  introduced,  and  then  it  would  be 
again  competent  for  an  honourable  member  to 
jnove  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
Mr,  Lance 


Sir  G.  GREY  said  he  would  adopt  that 
course. 

TAX  ON  BACHELORS  AND  SPINSTERS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  in  order  to  maintain  the  great  bene- 
ficial results  flowing  from  the  edncational 
system  of  New  Zealand,  move  this  Parliament 
for  authority  to  impose  an  annual  tax  of  £1 
per  head — for  three  years  only — upon  the  adult 
male  population  of  the  colony ;  also  a  smn  of 
£2  per  head  on  bachelors  over  thirty  years  of 
age  ;  and  also  the  sum  of  £5  per  head  upon  all 
bachelors  and  spinsters  over  thirty  years  of  age 
who  are  worth  property  of  the  value  of  £500 
and  upwards?  He  should  a^k  the  indulgence 
of  honourable  gentlemen  if  he  took  a  little 
time  in  explaining  why  he  put  this  question. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  colony's  great  educa- 
tion system  was  about  to  be  destroyed.  In  the 
Financial  Statement  he  found  tho  following : — 

"  But  I  vail  say  a  few  words  upon  our  educa- 
tion system,  in  regard  to  which,  whilo  admit- 
ting that'  it  has  given  great  satisfaction  from 
the  purely  education  point  of  view,  specialists 
agree  that,  relative  to  population  and  revenue, 
the  system  is  too  costly." 

That,  of  course,  was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion; 
but  he  wished  to  point  out  that,  in  patting  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper,  he  had  the  an- 
thority,  for  his  proposal,  of  some  of  the  wisest 
men  in  the  English-speaking  world— namely, 
statesmen  of  America.  In  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia there  was  in  force  a  proposal  similar  to 
that  contained  in  his  (|[uestion.  But  it  was  a 
matter  of  comparative  mdififcrence  to  him  how 
the  Government  raised  tho  tax,  so  long  as  the 
education  system  was  maintained  free  as  it 
was  at  the  present  time.  In  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia the  school  fees  were  raised  in  tho  follow- 
ing manner : — 

**  The  free  schools  are  sustained  from  the  in- 
come of  a  State  school  fund,  which  income 
must  be  used  for  paying  teachers;  from  the 
proceeds  of  an  annual  poll-tax  of  not  less  than 
two  dollars  on  each  male  between  twenty-one 
and  sixty  years  of  age ;  from  county  taxes,  not 
to  exceed  fifty  cents  on  one  hundred  dollas; 
and  from  optional  district  taxes,  not  to  be  more 
than  seventy  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  for  i 
building,  or  thirty  cents  on  one  hundred  doUas  j 
for  other  school  purposes  / '  j 

The  latter  part  of  the  question,  with  refer- 
ence to  bachelors  and  spinsters,  he  proposed  to 
omit.  When  he  framed  the  motion  he  was  not 
aware  that  several  honourable  members  were 
bachelors.  But,  with  regard  to  the  adult  male 
population  of  the  colony,  they  must  assist  in 
some  way  to  provide  taxes  in  order  to  support 
the  State  schools.  For  this  suggestion  there 
was  a  precedent  in  America,  where  there  was 
a  poll-tax  in  order  to  support  the  free  State 
schools.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would  treat 
the  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  the  State  schools  of  tho  colony 
would  not  be  interfered  with,  and  especially 
that  the  teachers'  salaries  would  not  be  re- 
duced. 
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Major  ATKINSON  said  he  hoped  that  the 
edaoation  system  would  in  no  way  sofier  by 
the  reductions  proposed  by  the  Government. 
That  was  his  hope  and  belief.  The  experience 
in  Auckland  with  regard  to  a  poll-tax  of  the 
nature  of  that  suggested  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  such  as  not  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  Government  to  enter  upon  a  tax 
of  that  description  in  the  colony.  Therefore 
the  Government  had  no  intention  of  proposing 
the  tax  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred. 

PROPERTY-TAX  EXE!^IPTION. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Govermnent,  Whether 
they  will  support  a  resolution  to  reduce,  say, 
for  three  years  the  exemption  of  £500  to  £100 
nnder  the  Property- tax  Assessment  Act,  so  that 
the  revenue  which  would  thus  accrue  to  the  Colo- 
nial Exchequer  may  be  credited  to  the  cause  of 
education,  and  that  no  reductions  either  in 
teachers'  salaries  or  in  the  practical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Education  Act  shall  be  made  for 
the  next  three  years  ?  With  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, he  would  refer  to  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  Illinois,  where  the  school  finances  were 
raised  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner.  There 
the  following  were  the  sources  of  school  reve- 
nue : — 

'*  In  Georgia  the  following  are  the  productive 
sources  of  school  revenue :  A  poU-tajc,  not  to 
exceed  one  dollar  on  each  voter;  a  tax  on 
shows  and  exhibitions,  and  one  on  dealers  in 
intoxicating  drinks,  bowie-knives,  or  firearms; 
the  net  proceeds  of  fees  for  inspecting  fer- 
tilisers and  from  the  hire  of  convicts  ;  and  the 
dividends  from  State  shares  in  one  railway  and 
from  one-half  the  rental  of  another. 

**  In  Illinois  the  school  finances  are  from  the 
following:  An  Act  of  May  3,  1873,  made  the 
annual  levy  for  State  schools  one  million  dol- 
lars, in  lieu  of  a  former  two-million  tax.  To 
this  are  added  3  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  public  lands,  less  one-sixth  part,  and 
the  interest  on  the  surplus  revenue  fund. 

**  Districts,  villages,  and  cities  may  add  to 
their  share  of  these  State  funds  the  proceeds  of 
local  taxes,  not  to  exceed  2  per  cent,  for  educa- 
tional purposes  and  3  per  cent,  for  buildings. 
They  may  also,  after  all  school  expenses  have 
been  paid,  use  any  surplus  funds  remaining 
from  such  sources  to  purchase  libraries  and 
school-apparatus." 

He  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  some 
portion  of  our  revenue  should  be  set  apart 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  education. 
If  there  was  any  necessity  for  increased  taxa- 
tion— which  he  doubted,  except  for  support 
to  local  industries — possibly  for  this  purpose 
the  colonists  would  not  object  to  reduce  the 
exemption  from  £500  to  £100  for  a  short 
period  only.  At  any  rate,  he  believed  that 
the  colonists,  whether  they  were  wealthy  or  of 
small  means,  would  all  put  their  shoulders  to 
the  wheel  to  assist  in  relieving  the  colony 
from  its  present  depression. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  that  he  was 
again  obliged  to  say  No  to  his  honourable  friend. 
The  Government  at  present  had  no  intention, 


for  any  purpose,  of  reducing  the  exemption  from 
£500  to  £100. 

MASTERTON-MANGA^IAHOE 
TELEPHONE. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
is  their  intention  to  complete  telephonic  com- 
munication between   ^lasterton,  Mauriceville» 
and  Mangamahoe  at  an  early  date  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  if  tlie  line 
was  not  begun  it  was  about  to  be  begun. 

INLAND  FREIGHT  ON  COAL. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic W^orks,  If  the  Government  will  g:rant  some 
concession  with  respect  to  coal  carried  by  the 
Railway  Department  for  lighting  purposes  in 
the  inland  towns  of  Now  Zealand  ?  Some  cor- 
respondence had  already  taken  place  between 
the  Borough  Council  of  Masterton  and  tho 
Minister  for  Public  Works  on  this  question  of 
the  reduction  of  rates  on  coal  carried  for  light- 
ing purposes  to  inland  towns ;  but  the  answer 
had  not  been  satisfactory.  Ho  had  noticed  a 
short  time  ago,  in  the  Gazette ^  that  some  re- 
ductions hod  been  made  on  tho  carriage  of 
wool ;  and  that  had  induced  him  to  put  this 
question  on  tho  Order  Paper,  to  see  if  tUey 
could  get  similar  concessions  with  regard  to  tlie 
carriage  of  coal.  He  would  be  glad  to  learn 
that  the  Government  would  allow  coal  to  be 
carried  to  inland  towns  at  a  lower  rate,  because^ 
although  not  a  Protectionist,  he  would  like  to 
see  native  coal  used  for  lighting  purposes  in- 
stead of  American  oil. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
Government  did  not  see  their  way  at  present  to 
make  the  reduction.  He  was  informed  that 
coal  was  now  carried  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  and» 
though  they  would  be  glad  to  encourage  the 
progress  of  local  industry  in  the  way  of  gas, 
still  they  did  not  think  they  were  justified  at 
present  in  reducing  the  rate  below  what  it  was. 
Regarding  what,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
said  about  seeing  an  alteration  in  the  rates  for 
wool  in  certain  places,  he  might  inform  the 
House  that  the  reason  for  that  was  that,  where 
the  rates  hod  been  reduced,  tliere  was  a  large 
amount  of  wool  being  carted,  and  the  depart- 
ment estimated  that  by  lowering  the  rates  they 
would  increase  the  revenue  by  between  £2,00(> 
and  £3,000. 

LAND  BILL. 

Leave  was  granted  to  Sir  George  Grey  to  in- 
troduce the  Land  Bill. 

:Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — You  cannot  debate  tho 
first  reading  of  a  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  point  of  order,  Sir,  is 
that  this  is  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  lands  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—I  have  not  seen  it ;  I  do 
not  know  the  intention  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  is  a  Bill,  Su:,  dealing  with 
the  lands  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  always  heard  it  ruled 
that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  lands  of  the  colony 
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has  to  be  introduced  by  permission  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  are  different  kinds 
of  Bills.  Some  Land  Bills  may  hierely  deal 
"with  the  price  of  land. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be  put 
right. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  the  Bill 
stopped  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  contend  that  by  law  we  are 
entitled  to  introduce  Bills  dealing  with  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  notwithstanding  any 
rulings  to  the  contrary.  There  is  no  power  to 
prevent  my  introducing  such  a  Bill,  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Not  knowing  the  nature  of 
the  Bill,  I  could  not  pass  an  opinion  on  it.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  me  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  Bill  I  will  give  one. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  have  alwa^-s  previously 
been  stopped  from  introducing  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  waste  lands  of  the  Grown  without  the 
consent  of  the  Governor  having  been  previously 
obtained ;  and  I  wished  to  establish  the  right 
to  introduce  such  a  Bill  without  such  consent 
having  been  previously  obtained,  which  I  have 
now  done. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  G.  GREY,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  a  return  be  laid  upon  the  table 
showing  the  names  of  the  tenants  of  the  Grown, 
and  the  extent  of  each  of  their  holdings,  who 
hold  land  in  any  portion  of  the  land  north 
of  the  Rakaia  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  up 
to  the  Midland  Railway  Company. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Sir  G.  GREIY. — I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  What  I  wish  to  impress 
on  the  House  is  this :  that  there  is  a  very  large 
amount  of  distress  prevailing  in  New  Zealand 
at  the  present  time.  For  instance,  I  am  in- 
formed that  in  the  City  of  Auckland  1,036 
individuals  are  at  the  present  moment  receiv- 
ing relief,  and  absolutely  require  that  relief. 
Then,  we  have  been  told  that  a  large  number 
of  persons  in  Christchurch  are  in  distress.  And 
what  I  submit  to  the  House  is  this :  that  none 
of  the  provisions  made  at  present  for  the  re- 
lief of  such  persons  are  at  all  adequate  or  likely 
to  put  an  end  to  that  state  of  things.  We 
have  been  told,  for  instance,  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  men  who  got  work  at  the  Kaikouras  and 
left  their  families  in  the  town,  they  are  unable 
to  remit  more  than  £8  or  £4  per  month  for  the 
support  of  their  families.  I  say  that  is  not  a 
sufficient  sum. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Lest  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  be  labouring  under  a  misap- 
prehension, I  may  explain  that  it  is  only  some 
of  these  men  who  can  remit  even  that  amount. 
I  am  afraid  that  a  great  many  of  them  cannot 
remit  so  much. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  am  satisfied  that  that  is 
not  a  sufficient  sum  to  maintain  their  families. 
I  am  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said 
that,  for  I  was  going  to  point  out  that  if  some 
of  these  men  can  only  earn  2s.  6d.  a  day  at  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


Kaikouras  while  others  are  earning  78.  it  is 
quite  evident  that  those  who  only  earn  26.  6d* 
are  men  whose  personal  strength  and  also, 
possibly,  their  previous  occupations  utterly  in- 
capacitate them  for  the  work  to  which  they 
are  put.  I  think  that  must  be  admitted  to  be 
the  case,  and  that  men  who  can  only  earn  156. 
a  week  can  transmit  very  little  to  their  wives 
and  families  in  the  towns.  The  whole  sjrstem 
appears  to  me  to  be  utterly  inadequate.  The 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  not  told  us  that  he  has  devised  a 
plan  for  putting  an  end  to  this  state  of  things, 
and  I  say  many  plans  can  be  adopted  which 
would  put  an  ultimate  end  to  it — that  is,  for  a 
period  probably  of  many  years.  I  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  before  we  part,  to 
take  measures  of  that  sort.  I  will  point  out 
that  if  we  settle  the  land  on  a  proper  and 
fair  system  wo  could  find  work  for  nearly  all 
the  people  on  such  a  basis  as  would  insure  per- 
manent relief  to  them  and  to  their  families. 
Such  a  plan  could  easily  be  sketched  out,  and 
as  easily  a.dopted,  for  it  has  been  done  in  other 
colonics  and  places.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  late  Government  to  do  it.  By  bad  regula- 
tions, I  think,  they  spoiled  the  thing ;  but, never- 
theless, it  was  in  some  respects  an  effort  in  the 
right  direction.  I  say,  again,  we  should  not 
separate,  whatever  happens,  before  proper  mea- 
sures are  taken  to  relieve  this  distress.  That 
is  the  point  I  wish  to  raise.  It  has  already 
been  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  South.  He  is  deserving  of  all 
thanks  for  having  brought  it  forward ;  and  in 
doing  something  for  the  relief  of  those  suffering 
people  he  will  have  my  support. 

Mr.  WARD. — In  rising  to  second  the  motion 
for  adjournment,  I  may  say  that  I  do  so  to 
enable  me  to  point  out  that  there  aro  a  very 
large  number  of  unemployed  in  Southland.  A 
few  days  ago  I  submitted  a  question  to  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  as  to  whether  he 
could  reduce  the  charge  on  firewood  brought  by 
railway  from  Seaward  Bush  to  Invercargill,  and 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  answer  wasof  a  negative 
character.  Since  then  I  have  received  a  lett^ 
from  a  settler  at  Seaward  Bush  in  whicli  he 
says,— 

"Ee  firewood:  If  the  Government  will  not 
reduce  the  general  freight,  will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  inquire  if  they  will  give  me  a  spe- 
cial freight  if  I  guarantee  one  thousand  track- 
loads  from  Seaward  Bush  to  Invercargill?  The 
price  now  is  7s.  6d.  If  it  was  made  5s.  I  would 
guarantee  that  quantity ;  but,  if  not,  the  thing 
must  remain  at  a  complete  standstill." 

I  simply  desire  to  say  that  if  the  Government 
see  their  way  to  reduce  the  freight  on  firewood 
to  5s.  it  will  give  employment  to  a  great  nnm- 
ber  of  people  at  Seaward  Bush;  and,  if  the 
Government  cannot  do  that,  there  is  no  donbt 
that  the  people  will  have  to  seek  support  from 
the  Government  in  some  other  direction.  I 
hope  this  important  matter  will  receive  some 
fair  consideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier if  I  rightly  understood  him  to  say  that 
,  the  Sumner  Railway  would  be  provided  for  in 
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tho  Pablic  Works  Statement,  as  there  was  no 
authority  to  carry  on  the  work  at  present. 

Major  ATKINSON.-~I  did  not  say  that.  I 
iai4  the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Goyemment,  and  that  we  had  not  yet  de- 
termined whether  it  was  desirable  to  carry  on 
the  work. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.—There  is,  then,  a  possibility 
of  its  being  considered  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— A  certainty. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Then,  I  have  only  to  repeat 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  South ;  and  I  may  add  that  from 
my  own  knowledge  I  can  say  that  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  unemployed  brought  before 
the  Government  does  not  represent  a  tenth 
part  of  the  people  who  have  nothing  to 
do.  There  are  hundreds  of  people  through- 
out the  colony  who  do  not  know  how  to 
get  their  daily  bread.  It  is  not  the  few  who 
come  before  the  public  in  so  prominent  a 
manner  who  are  suffering  Inost  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  There  are  a  great  many  more 
who,  rather  than  go  to  the  Charitable  Aid 
Board  for  work  to  support  them,  would 
spend  their  last  sixpence  and  part  with  every 
stick  of  furniture,  so  that  they  might  re- 
tain their  independence.  We  know  very  well 
that  there  is  nothing  more  demoralising  than 
this  charitable-aid  work  and  distribution.  The 
moment  a  man  begins  to  fall  back  on  that  re- 
sonroe  ho  loses  his  self-respect  to  a  very  large 
extent,  and  if  it  is  continued  very  long  it  be- 
comes a  chronic  disease  with  him :  and  that  we 
should  avoid.  I  hope  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  will  do  his  best,  if  the 
Government  will  not  do  it,  to  assist  in  bringing 
about  a  measure  to  relieve  the  great  distress 
under  which  the  colony  is  suffering.  If  we 
have  a  large  number  of  unemployed,  and  people 
in  the  other  colonies  know  that  the  rates  of 
pay  are  ]ow,  we  shall  never  get  a  population 
to  come  to  our  shores ;  but  if  the  colony  is  in 
such  a  state  that  a  man  can  make  a  fair  day's 
wages,  and  that  is  known  in  the  other  colonies, 
depend  upon  it  you  will  have  plenty  of  people 
ready  to  come  over  at  their  own  expense, 
instead  of  the  Government  wasting  money  in 
paying  people's  passages  out  to  the  colony. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  at  any  rate  give 
the  matter  their  serious  consideration,  and 
endeavour  to  find  work  at  which  good  men 
could  make  6s.  or  7s.  a  day. 

Mr.  FISH. — There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
what  the  last  speaker  said  being  true.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  fact  that  for  every  one  who  asks 
the  Government  for  assistance  there  are 
dozens  who  suffer  and  make  no  complaint.  It 
IS  also  a  fact  that  the  very  best  of  our  bone 
and  sinew  are  leaving  the  various  ports  of  the 
colony  by  dozens  and  dozens  every  w^k.  I 
have  information  from  Dunedin  that  the  steerage 
accommodation  of  the  steamers  is  filled  every 
week  with  artisans  who  are  leaving  our  shores 
to  seek  employment  elsewhere.  I  do  fear 
that  the  Government  do  not  realise  as  they 
should  do  the  vast  amount  of  distress  which 
exists  in  the  country  at  the  present  time,  nor 
do  they  recognise  as  they  should  that  the  ques- 


tion of  questions  is  to  devise  means  to  relieve 
the  distress  which  exists.  I  saw  in  one  of  the 
southern  papers,  the  other  day,  that  the  men 
employed  at  the  Hillside  workshops  had  to 
lose  a  week's  work.  There  must  be  something 
rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark  when  that  is 
the  case.  It  is  a  question  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  up  more  seriously  than  they 
do  at  present.  Although  I  do  not  wish  to  stalk 
out  again  unnecessarily  the  question  of  Protec- 
tion, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  retrenchment 
which  the  Government  are  carrying  out,  and 
are  going  to  carry  out,  will  result  in  even  worse 
distress  than  exists  at  present,  unless  some 
remedial  measures  are  adopted  at  the  same 
time.  I  trust  the  Government  are  not  treating 
this  serious  matter  with  levity,  but  that  they 
will  give  their  most  earnest  consideration  to  a 
proper  solution  of  the  problem. 

Mr.  JONES. — I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchiurch  South  as  to  tho  sad 
state  of  distress  which  exists  in  North  Canter- 
bury, and  I  extremely  regret  to  hear  from  the 
Premier  that  he  cannot  see  his  way  at  present 
to  place  some  of  these  men  on  the  works  of  the 
Sumner  Railway.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into 
the  whole  question  of  the  necessity  of  complet- 
ing the  whole  railway  to  Sumner;  but  there 
are  certain  portions  of  that  work  which  could 
very  well  be  done  by  the  unemployed.  I  am 
aware  that  there  are  portions  of  the  work 
which  might  very  well  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  those  mari-ied  men  who  cannot  possibly  be 
sent  to  the  Kaikouras  or  other  places.  These 
works  on  the  Sumner  line  are  so  near  the  city 
that  the  men  could  be  kept  with  their  families, 
and  could  go  to  their  work  in  the  morning  and 
return  home  at  night.  Amongst  the  various 
works  in  Canterbury  which  have  been  pointed 
out  as  desirable  and  remunerative  there  are 
none  which  fulfil  those  conditions  so  well  as 
those  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  Soutli.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  seriously  consider  this  matter, 
and,  quite  apart  from  the  construction  of 
the  railway,  vdW  put  some  of  these  men 
on  portions  of  the  work;  for  I  know  pretty 
well,  from  close  experience,  that  amongst 
these  men  are  some  to  whom  it  would  be  a. 
great  hardship  to  be  sent  to  the  Kaikouras. 
It  would  be  a  hardship  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  to  those  men  and  their  families,  to  send 
them  there.  There  is  other  work  in  Canterbury 
at  which  they  could  be  employed.  There  is  a 
piece  of  road  which  has  been  already  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Lands  and  Public 
Works  Departments  on  which  these  men  could 
be  employed — a  road  leading  into  a  valuable 
agricultural  and  mineral  country  in  the  Mal- 
vern Hills.  There  is  also  a  piece  of  work  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Government  has 
been  called  repeatedly  in  coimection  with  the 
outlet  of  the  River  Halswell.  All  these  are 
works  on  which  the  Government  could  very 
well  and  very  properly  afford  employment  to 
those  so  much  in  want  of  it.  In  connection 
with  this  "unemployed"  question  in  North 
Canterbury,  there  seems  to  be  a  great  deal 
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of  misapprehension  about  it.  It  so  happens 
that  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury 
the  outlets  for  the  employment  of  the  unem- 
ployed are  not  the  same  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  For  instance,  when  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  employment  in  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict men  can  go  upon  the  goldfields  and  the 
gumfields :  in  Taranaki  something  can  be 
earned  by  the  gathering  of  fungus:  in  Marl- 
borough they  have  the  rabbits,  and  they  have 
also  goldfields  at  Wakamarina :  in  Otago  they 
have  the  rabbits  and  goldfields  too.  Kow,  in 
Canterbury  there  is  literally  nothing  whatever 
for  the  unemployed  to  fall  back  upon  when  they 
have  no  regular  work.  Except  in  the  shear- 
ing-season and  harvest-time  there  is  no  great 
field  of  employment  for  the  unemployed  in  that 
large  district.  A  large  number  of  men  are  in- 
competent to  undertake  work  of  the  nature 
of  that  which  offers,  and  this  large  class  ex- 
perience great  difficulty  in  getting  employment 
of  a  suitable  kind.  They  are  perfectly  incap- 
able of  going  into  and  settling  in  the  country. 
They  are  people  who  have  been  brought  to 
Canterbury  with  the  funds  of  the  colony,  and 
therefore  the  colony  must  look  to  the  case  of 
these  men.  It  is  inevitable  that  the  funds  of 
the  colony  must  be  devoted  to  relieving  their 
condition.  Therefore  it  is  that  some  radical 
changes  in  our  policy  must  be  brought  about,* 
and  in  the  meantime  the  thing  is  to  find  em- 
ployment of  some  kind  for  those  who  are  so 
much  in  want  of  it.  Their  condition  can  be 
relieved  by  affording  employment  on  the  works 
I  have  already  specified,  t  do  hope  that  the 
Premier  will  see  his  way  to  reconsider  this 
question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  when  the  unemployed 
were  sent  from  Canterbury  to  the  West  Coast 
to  work  upon  the  Hokitika  Railway  I  paid 
some  attention  to  the  method  in  which  the 
work  was  carried  out,  and  I  found  this :  not 
that  there  was  the  contentment  that  is  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot 
because  some  were  making  only  2s.  6cl.  a  day 
while  others  were  making  7s.  '6d.,  but  there 
was  no  satisfaction ;  and  that  was  the  cause  of 
the  discontent.  Those  who  had  been  following 
public  works  —  the  trained  navvies  —  got  to- 
gether in  gangs,  and  made  9s.  a  day  at  the 
price  paid,  which  was  fixed  by  the  gangers. 
Now,  that  was  not  intended  at  all.  What  was 
intended  was,  that  there  should  be  two  or  three 
of  these  trained  navvies  with  two  or  three 
artisans  so  that  the  combined  earnings  of  those 
who  did  a  great  deal  and  those  who  did  a 
little  should,  altogether,  make  something  like 
6s.  a  day.  But  I  say  it  is  scarcely  fair, 
when  men  are  physically  incapable  of  doing 
the  same  amount  of  work  as  others,  that 
they  should  stan'^e  whilst  others  are  making 
good  wages.  That  is  not  carrying  out  the 
principle  which  the  State  intended  when  pro- 
viding work  for  the  unemployed.  What  was 
intended  was,  that  work  should  be  given  at  a 
price  at  which  the  men  should  not  make  less 
than  4s.  or  5s.  a  day,  but  that  they  should  not 
be  in  a  position  to  go  and  make  good  wages 
out  of  it,  for  that  was  not  work  for  the  unem- 
Mr.  Jones 


ployed  at  all.  You  might  just  as  well  giT» 
it  to  a  contractor,  and  let  them  work  for  him, 
or  put  the  work  under  the  contract  sjrBfeem. 
There  is  another  point  I  should  like  to  call  the 
Premier's  attention  to,  and  that  is  this:  that 
where  there  are  married  men  in  the  other 
colonies  there  is  a  system  followed  out  the 
same  as  that  with  regard  to  sailors.  The  wife 
remains  at  home,  and  an  order  is  given  to  the 
Public  Works  Department,  8ay,inChristchaTch, 
to  draw  a  portion  of  her  husband's  earning ; 
and  in  the  case  of  a  married  man,  where  it  is 
by  the  day  the  work  is  being  done,  a  little  extia 
per  diem  would  be  given  to  him,  so  that  that 
amount  can  be  earned  and  assist  the  family.  If 
this  .work  is  to  be  done  at  all  on  a  charitable 
basis  you  must  make  distinctions ;  and  what  I 
found  in  my  experience  was  that  no  distinctimi 
was  made,  and  the  result  was  as  stated  by  th<^ 
Premier.  I  assure  the  House  that  some  old 
minors,  accustomed  to  work  at  the  ordinacj 
contractors'  work,  joined  the  unemployed,  and 
made  good  wages  at  the  prico  offered  for  the 
clearing  and  forming  of  these  sections  of  rail- 
way. Ultimately,  the  unemployed  wore  driven 
away,  and  the  work  was  done  by  those  who  had 
been  working  for  contractors,  and  by  some  of  the 
miners.  That  is  what  happened  on  the  Hoki- 
tika-Greymouth  Railway,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  is  what  happened  in  this  work  which  has 
been  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot.  We  have  in  New  Zealand,  owing  to 
the  public-works  system  that  has  been  going 
on  for  years,  a  number  of  men  who  will  do 
nothing  else  but  follow  public  works,  and  are 
not  fit  for  anything  else.  If  public  works  are 
stopped,  the  result  is  that  they  go  to  the  large 
centres  of  population,  and  form  the  great  boUc 
of  the  unemployed.  The  great  remedy,  I 
think,  is  that  something  should  be  done  in  the 
way  of  commencing  public  works  which  would 
afford  legitimate  employment  for  this  class  of 
men.  That  is  the  ourden,  I  think,  of  the 
'whole  trouble ;  and,  whilst  admitting  that 
something  must  be  done,  still,  if  it  is  to  be  <» 
a  charitable -aid  basis,  I  do  not  think  that 
men  should  be  at  that  class  of  work  when  it  is 
found  out  that,  at  the  prices  given,  one  party 
can  make  ordinary  wages  of  7s.  6d.  and  an- 
other imfortunate  only  2s.  6d. :  7s.  6d.  is  a 
shilling  a  day  more  than  is  given  to  the  per- 
manent hands  on  the  railways,  and  therefore 
men  called  "unemployed"  would  be  making 
7s.  6d.  a  day,  whilst  the  permanent  hands 
are  working  for  4s.  6d.  a  day.  It  should  be 
a  case  of  "  give  and  take,"  and  trained  men 
ought  to  be  made  to  do  a  little  work  to  help 
those  who  are  physically  incapable  of  doing  so 
much.  The  picture  of  affairs  drawn  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  shows  me  that 
the  wark  at  Cheviot  is  evidently  mismanaged 
as  a  charitable-aid  work. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  cannot  help  saying  that  I 
feel  somewhat  amused  at  the  flippant  mannei 
in  which  some  honourable  members  vrished  to 
press  upon  the  Government  the  solution  of 
what  is  practically  one  of  the  greatest  social 
questions  of  the  day — the  employment  of  the 
unemployed.    We  have  heard  during  this  shcnt 
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debate  instances  of  the  great  difficulty  which 
this  or  any  other  Grovemment  would  meet  with 
in  dealing  with  this  question.  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  has  told  us  we 
ought  to  remain  here  until  we  settle  this  ques- 
tion. Were  we  to  do  so  we  should  remain  here 
all  our  lives,  and  then  it  would  not  be  settled. 
Cases  have  been  pointed  out  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  of  men  being  unable  to  make  more 
than  2s.  Gd.  a  day.  Perhaps  they  were  taken 
irom  the  towns,  or  were  physically  incapable  of 
performing  heavy  work.  I  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  if  he  were  Minister  to- 
morrow, how  would  he  deal  with  this  case  ?  The 
difficulties  are  almost  insuperable.  The  honour- 
able member  shakes  his  head.  I  have  a  pretty 
good  knowledge  of  the  unemployed  in  large 
oentres  of  population. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Christchurch  in  particular. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — Yes.  Not  a  very  unpleasant 
one,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned.  Now,  I  just 
wish  to  point  this  oat  also,  and  I  would  ask  the 
attention  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ku- 
mara more  than  of  any  other  member  of  tliis 
House,  as  he  has  taken  up  this  case  :  I  would 
ask  him  to  take  up  another  class,  the  class  he 
has  alluded  to  who  will  not  follow  anything  but 
public  works.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, if,  being  a  self-reliant  Englishman,  he 
could  get  no  employment  at  that  kind  of  work 
he  had  been  following,  would  he  go  into 
Christchurch  and  beg  for  work  from  the  Go- 
vernment, rather  than  take  the  first  job  ofier- 
ing?  Most  certainly  he  would  not.  I  think 
that  a  false  argument  which  ho  has  adopted ; 
and,  Sir,  I  would  point  out  to  him  that  the 
late  Premier,  Sir  Kobert  Stout,  showed  most 
forcibly  in  this  House  on  several  occasions  the 
great  difficulty  the  Government  had  to  meet' 
with  in  reference  to  this  very  class  of  men, 
because  we  found  from  experience  that  if 
work  was  furnished  for  them  in  the  vicinity 
of  towns  they  actually  left  good  wages  in 
the  country  to  have  the  privilege,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  them,  of  living  and  working  in  the 
towns.  There  is  another  of  the  difficulties 
we  have  to  meet.  There  are  always  a  great 
many  who  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  work. 
It  is"^  one  of  the  most  difficult  questions  that 
can  occupy  the  attention  of  any  Government. 
I  quite  admit  there  is  no  doubt,  as  has  been 
asserted  during  this  discussion,  that  there  are 
a  large  number  of  very  deserving  cases,  and 
it  must  not  be  imagined 'for  a  moment  that 
I  have  not  sympathy  with  those  cases.  I 
merely  wish  to  point  out  how  extremely  diffi- 
cult it  is  for  this  or  any  other  Government  to 
meet  with  and  grapple  with  such  a  great  and 
difficult  problem. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
many  moments.  1  wish  to  say  that  the  "  unem- 
ployed" question,  has  always  been  a  difficult 
one  in  the  difierent  colonies.  It  was  so  in  the 
provinces  in  the  old  times.  There  is  always  a 
period  of  the  year  when  the  number  of  the  un- 
employed is  larger  than  at  times  of  the  year 
when  the  harvest  is  collected  and  shearing  is 
proceeding.  It  appears  that  now  the  number  of 
miemployed  is  larger  than  ever,  and  that  there 


is  a  tendency  in  the  "  unemployed  "  season — 
if  I  may  so  term  it — to  extend  each  year,  until 
now  it  really  takes  up  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  There  has  been  a  large  reduction  in  the 
expenditure  on  public  works.  The  expenditure 
during  the  last  few  months  has  immensely  de- 
creased. That  is  one  cause  why  there  should 
be  an  abnormal  number  of  unemployed ;  and 
there  is  another  reason  in  the  fact  that,  owing 
to  the  depression  of  local  industries,  a  large 
number  of  persons  who  might,  under  a  different 
tariff,  be  profitably  employed,  mostly  have  not 
the  means  of  leaving  the  colony,  and  have 
thrown  themselves  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  employment.  The  contention 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Kangi- 
tikei  about  attracting  people  to  the  towns  is  a 
plausible  one,  but  it  really  has  very  little  force. 
The  earnings  the  unemployed  gain  by  the  work 
offered  to  them  are  not  sufficient  to  attract  them 
to  the  towns  if  legitimate  work  is  to  be  obtained 
at  ordinary  ruling  rates  in  the  country  districts. 
I  admit  it  is  a  difficult  question,  and  I  am  not 
inclined  to  preas  the  Government  to  too  hasty  a 
conclusion.  The  Government  say  it  is  outside 
their  sphere  to  interfere  in  this  question.  If  it 
is  to  bo  considered  that  we  are  to  be  indifferent 
to  the  population  of  the  country  and  their  wel- 
fare, and  are  not  to  take  care  that  those  who 
are  willing  to  work  are  able  to  find  employ- 
ment, ib  will  be  impossible  to  carr}'  on  the 
government  of  the  colony  on  its  old  lines.  As 
regards  the  particular  question  of  this  Sumner 
Railway,  I  have  to  say  this :  I  believe  that 
through  an  accident,  owing  to  the  similarity  of 
its  name  to  that  of  another  railway,  this  rail- 
way was  not  included  in  the  schedule  of  the 
last  loan.  The  last  loan  amounted  to  some 
£1,800,000  odd,  and  the  amount  allocated  to 
Canterbury  was  an  exceedingly  small  sum — 
£14,000 — because  of  the  sacrifice,  if  1  may  use 
the  expression,  which  it  was  supposed  the 
colony  would  make  in  allowing  tho  Midland 
Railway  to  proceed.  It  was  intended  to  include 
an  amount  for  the  Sumner  Railway,  and  it  is 
to  be  observed  in  reference  to  that  railway  that 
it  is  one  which  will  no  donbt  prove  a  profitable 
suburban  line.  I  think  there  is  no  weight  in 
the  argument  of  tho  honourable  member  that 
it  is  illegal  to  go  on  with  the  railway  although 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  have  recom- 
mended it.  It  would  be  easy,  if  Ministers  are 
doubtful  of  carrying  it  through  by  including  it 
in  the  public-works  proposals,  to  obtain  a  reso- 
lution on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  that 
the  House  approves  of  the  work.  Besides,  it 
comes  under  tho  category  of  expenditure  of  a 
miscellaneous  character  which  it  is  necessary 
to  make  for  works  for  the  unemployed.  I  think 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  Government 
should  not  go  on  with  this  work,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  they  would  give  further  consideration 
to  it,  and  take  a  resolution  up6n  the  question 
on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man hear  the  Premier  say,  or  has  some  one 
informed  him,  that  he  regarded  it  as  being  out- 
side the  sphere  of  government  to  interfere  with 
the  question  of  the  unemployed  ?  —  because 
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the  Premier  said  nothing  whatever  of  the  kind. 
The  question  of  dealing  with  the  unemployed 
is  acknowledged  by  every  person  who  nas 
studied  the  subject  at  all  to  be  an  exceedingly 
difficult  one.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  has  dwelt  upon  that  point,  so  I  need 
not  refer  to  it  further.  The  best  statesmen  in 
England  have  been  eDgaged  in  considering  this 
•question,  and  have  been  nonplussed  by  it. 
The  honourable  member  shifts  his  ground  and 
says  if  we  carried  out  a  policy  of  encouraging 
local  industries  we  should  by  that  means 
afford  employment  to  the  people,  and  that  the 
difficulty  would  thus  be  considerably  mitigated. 
The  honourable  gentleman  cannot  but  be  aware 
that  there  are  countries  which  possess  a  pro- 
tective tariff  and  which  yet  suffer  from  this 
same  difficulty.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman 
■aware  that  there  is  a  colony  across  the  seas, 
Victoria,  and  that  in  that  colony,  which  is  ex- 
oeedingly  protective,  the  "  unemployed"  diffi- 
•culty  is  experienced,  and  in  a  more  mtensified 
degree  than  it  has  been  felt  in  this  or  any  other 
•colony?  An  honourable  gentleman  says  No. 
Will  that  honourable  gentleman  read  the  his- 
tory of  that  colony?  Does  he  know  that  a 
•deputation  of  unemployed  waited  on  the  Pre- 
mier, Mr.  Deakin,  and  that  he  refused  to  enter- 
tain their  request  ? 

Mr.  MOSS. — If  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  read  further  on  I  think  he  will  find  that 
those  men  came  over  the  border  from  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  I  may  be  excused  the 
vulgarity  of  an  American  colloquialism,  I 
would  say  that  that  is  a  little  bit  too  thin. 
The  difficulty  is  one  which  exists  in  all  coun- 
tries, protective  or  otherwise.  I  am  surprised 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham, 
when  he  sympathized  with  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,  did 
not  at  the  same  time  sympathize  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  Premier,  who  spoke  in  a  strain 
which  showed  that  he  sympathized  with  these 
unfortunate  men  who  are  unable  to  obtain 
employment,  aud  also  with  those  who  desire  to 
afford  means  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  unemployed.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  another  thing.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
during  this  discussion,  made  light  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Govrmment  expending  funds  upon 
what  he  himscii  termed  an  illegal  purpose. 
The  expenditure  of  public  money  on  the  Sumner 
Bailway  might  be  termed  an  illegal  purpose. 
During  the  former  part  of  the  afternoon  the 
honourable  gentleman  laid  great  stress  on  the 
House  having  the  fullest  control  over  the  public 
purse.  If  money  were  spent  on  this  railway, 
money  not  authorised  by  Parliament,  I  am  sure 
he  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  tell  us  of  our 
departure  from  the  principle  that  the  House 
should  have  the  fullest  control  over  the  public 
purse.  The  Premier  explained  to-day  that,  so 
far  as  it  was  possible  to  afford  relief  to  the  un- 
•employed,  it  would  bo  our  aim  to  do  it ;  and  it 
was  unfair  to  say  that  the  Premier  considered 
the  sending  home  to  the  wives  of  these  men 
JBd  or  £4  a  month  was  quite  sufficient  for  them 
to  live  upon.  The  Premier  said  nothing  of  the 
Mr,  Fisher 


kind.  As  the  honourable  member  lor  Ancldaad 
Central  is  not  here,  I  shall  not  make  some  fair 
observations  I  intended  to  make  with  ZQgaxd  to 
the  extremely  unfair  way  in  which  he  repte- 
sents  the  views  of  thQ  Premier  with  regazd  to 
this  question.  It  is  not  fair  to  the  PreEmier, 
who  expressed  himself  so  plainly  and  fairly  and 
with  such  interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  un- 
fortunate people  who  are  compelled  agninut 
their  will  to  rank  amongst  the  unemployed — it 
is  not  fair  that  he  should  be  so  misrepresented 
in  this  House  by  the  honourable  member  ior 
Auckland  Central. 

Mr.  LANCE. — In  horse-racing  there  is  a 
means  devised  for  bringing  horses  together, 
good  horses  and  bad  horses  ;  and  that  process 


is  called  "handicapping."  That  is  a  process 
we  have  recourse  to  with  regard  to  brute  oeasts. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kumara  wishes  to  have  resort  to  » 
similar  practice  with  regard  to  human  beings. 
I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Government,  or  any 
Gk)vemment,  will  never  proceed  in  any  direc- 
tion towards  handicapping  human  beings. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— Reference  has  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  in  Auckland  there  is  an  ontlet 
for  the  unemployed  on  the  gumfields.  I  wish 
to  rid  the  House  of  the  idea  that  it  is  an 
unmixed  Paradise  for  those  who  are  compelled 
to  go  to  the  gumfields  to  obtain  a  living.  I 
understood  the  honourable  member  to  say  that 
in  Christchurch  a  number  of  men  were  em- 
ployed in  shearing  and  harvesting  for  three 
months  in  the  year,  and  for  nine  months  in  the 
year  were  employed  by  the  Government  as 
"  unemployed."  t  understood  the  late  Premier 
in  Christchurch  to  tell  a  deputation  of  the 
unemployed  that  he  considered  it  no  paft  of 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  find  work  for 
the  unemployed.  I  do  think  that,  on  a  big 
question  of  this  kind,  we  should  not  endea- 
vour to  embarrass  the  Government,  bat  we 
should  assist  the  Government  in  every  way. 
With  reference  to  the  gumfields,  many  of  the 
men  working  there  have  to  work  in  the  swamps 
and  wet,  and  live  in  shanties,  and  often  do  not 
earn  half  a  crown  a  day.  That  is  not  such  a 
wonderfully  good  outlet  as  is  thought  by  many. 
I  do  not  think  the  people  of  Christchnr^ 
would  agree  to  go  on  our  gumfields ;  and  I  can 
say  our  men  in  the  North  would  be  very  glad  if 
employment  were  found  for  them  all  the  year 
round. 

The  hour  of  half -past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half -past 
seven  o'clock. 

HAMMOND  FENCING-CLAIMS  COMPEN- 
SATION BILL. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill  be 
agreed  to,  » 

Mr.  BBUCE  said  he  hoped  the  amendments 
would  not  be  agreed  to ;  and,  as  he  thought 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  misapprehension  in 
the  minds  of  honourable  membexs  in  teferesfie 
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to  the  subject,  he  would  very  briefly  state  the 
laotB.  The  railway  was  taken  through  a  por- 
tion of  Mr.  Hammond's  land,  the  Government, 
as  usual  in  such  cases,  erecting  fences  on  each 
side  of  the  line.  But  the  Government  and  Mr. 
Hammond  were  unable  to  agree  in  reference  to 
liis  claim  for  compensation  for  the  land  taken, 
and  also  for  damages,  so  that  the  case  was 
brought  before  the  Compensation  Court.  On 
that  occasion  Mr.  Hammond's  counsel  raised 
the  point  as  to  on  whom  the  responsibility  of 
maintaining  the  fences  rested,  and  it  was  ruled 
by  the  Court  that  the  responsibility  did  not 
rest  with  the  Government;  and  upon  this  a 
claim  was  made.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
annual  cost  of  keeping  the  fences  in  repair 
would  be  £15  ;  and  the  Court  directed  that 
the  sum  of  £223  should  be  paid  into  the 
bands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Hammond  on  the  1st  November  of  this 
year  if  the  Government  had  not  previously 
passed  legislation  through  this  House  making 
itself  wholly  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  these  fences.  Now,  owing,  he 
supposed,  to  the  fortnight's  adjournment  aiter 
the  House  met,  it  was  perhaps  impossible  for 
the  Bill  to  be  passed  before  the  Ist  November 
— ^he  did  not  suppose  it  was  attributable  to 
negligence.  Hence  the  raisoji  d'etre  of  this 
measure.  The  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Council  were  entirely  technical  and 
immaterial  to  the  principle ;  but  he  wished  to 
pMoint  out  that  this  was  retrospective  legisla- 
tion, and  he  was  sure  honourable  members 
would  admit  that  that  was  at  all  times  dan- 
gerous in  principle.  But  this  was  legislation 
of  a  singularly  objectionable  character,  because 
it  directed  the  Public  Trustee  to  hold  moneys 
in  his  hand  which  he  had  been  directed  by 
the  Court  to  pay  to  Mr.  Hammond.  So  that, 
practically,  this  Legislature,  in  passing  such 
a  measure,  constituted  itself  into  a  Court  of 
Appeal  from  the  Compensation  Court.  If  this 
Legislature  took  upon  itself  to  divert  moneys 
from  the  destination  for  which  they  were  speci- 
fically intended  he  thought  it  would  go  far  in 
the  direction  of  shaking  public  confidence  in 
the  Trust  Office.  Without  detaining  the  House 
any  longer,  he  would  move.  That  the  amend- 
ments be  considered  that  day  three  months. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  seconded  the  amendment, 
and  thought  if  the  Government  would  look  into 
the  details  of  the  subject  more  carefully  they 
would  see  that  the  Bill  was  not  one  which  they 
should  ask  the  House  to  pass.  He  believed  the 
late  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  averse  from 
the  Bill.  At  all  events,  the  late  Government 
allowed  last  session  to  go  by  without  bringing 
the  Bill  down,  which  they  might  easily  have 
done.  This  money  was  to  have  been  paid  to 
Mr.  Hanunond  some  time  ago,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  previously  bound  itself  to  main- 
tain the  fences.  Although  there  had  been  a 
dissolution,  there  was  ample  time  to  have 
passed  a  Bill  within  the  year  allowed  by  the 
Court ;  and,  the  Bill  not  having  been  passed 
within  that  period,  it  became  retrospective  legis- 
lation of  a  decidedly  objectionable  character. 
He  hoped  the  Govemment  would  now  take  all 


the  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  agree 
to  the  amendment  disposing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  B.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Thorndon  was  entirely  wrong  in 
stating  that  he  had  been  averse  from  the  Bill. 
The  matter  had  not  been  brought  under  his 
notice  till  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  last  proro- 
gation, and,  thinking  the  new  Parliament  would 
meet  in  ample  time  to  pass  the  measure,  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  try  to  force  the 
Bill  during  the  last  day  or  two  of  the  session. 
He  believed,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  adjourn- 
ment which  took  place  to  enable  the  present 
Government  to  prepare  their  work  for  the 
House,  the  Bill  would  have  bean  brought  in  in 
time,  and  passed  without  a  single  word.  He 
was  solry  that  the  argument  as  to  retrospective 
legislation  should  be  used  in  this  case.  No  one 
objected  to  that  more  than  he  did  ;  but  in  this 
instance  he  could  not  see  that  any  harm  would 
come  of  it,  or  that  it  could  form  an  objection- 
able precedent.  The  delay  was  solely  due  to  a 
slight  omission  on  the  part  of  officers  of  the 
Govemment.  He  thought  there  was  no  reason 
whatever  for  rejecting  the  Bill  and  so  practi- 
cally paying  Mr.  Hammond  twice  over  for  the 
damage  he  had  sustained. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Thorndon  had  entirely  misrepre- 
sented the  nature  of  the  Bill.  The  recital 
showed  that  a  sum  of  money  had  been  paid 
into  Court  by  way  of  guarantee  that  the  Go- 
vemment would  take  upon  itself  the  responsi- 
bility of  keeping  the  fences  in  repair,  and  the 
amount  so  paid  was  taken  as  the  capitalised 
cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  fences  for  all 
time.  Therefore,  if  the  Government  bound 
itself  to  maintain  the  fences  in  perpetuity, 
there  could  be  no  possible  injustice  in  with- 
holding the  money  from  Mr.  Hammond — ^no 
injury  could  be  done  to  him  by  the  mere  fact 
of  the  delay  and  the  failure  to  pass  the  Act 
within  the  particular  time  prescribed.  No 
doubt  the  Act  should  have  been  passed  within 
the  time  named,  but  he  could  not  see  why  it 
should  be  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it 
had  not.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  so  exceed- 
ingly simple  that  the  injustice  that  would  be 
done  to  the  colony  if  it  were  not  passed  was 
most  obvious,  while  not  the  slightest  injury  in 
any  form  could  be  done  to  Mr.  Hammond  by 
its  being  passed  now  instead  of  a  few  days  ago. 
He  could  not  see  why  there  should  be  any 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  It  had  been  before  the 
House  now  for  nineteen  days,  and  it  had  not 
been  shown  that  Mr.  Hammond  objected  to  it 
in  the  slightest  degree;  and  it  might  be  that 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill,  instead  of  doing 
a  service,  might  be  doing  an  injury  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  who  had  not  petitioned  against  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  or  protested  in  any  way 
against  it.  The  Bill  was  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  retrospective  in  the  sense  that  it  would 
do  any  one  an  injury  that  he  would  not  be 
liable  to  if  it  were  not  passed.  There  was  no 
analog  whatever  between  this  case  and  that 
of  ordmary  retrospective  legislation.  It  was 
not  a  one-sided  Bill ;  it  imposed  an  obligation 
on  both  sides  —  on  the  Minister  for  Public 
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Works  to  maintain  the  fences  in  perpetuity, 
and  on  Mr.  Hammond  to  allow  the  money 
to  go  to  the  Government.  He  thought  it 
was  a  very  inconvenient  thing  that  the  prin- 
•ciple  of  any  Bill,  after  being  fully  discussed 
4it  earlier  stages,  should  bo  again  discussed 
on  the  motion  to  adopt  a  few  teclmical 
amendments  when  the  Bill  was  returned  from 
another  place ;  but  he  might  be  allowed  to 
point  out  that  in  another  place  this  Bill  had 
Deen  subjected  to  a  very  careful  scrutiny  by 
a  special  Select  Committee,  and  it  had  been 
passed  by  a  branch  of  the  Legislature  which 
was  always  most  sensitive  regarding  anything 
of  the  nature  of  retrospective  legislation.  The 
Bill  had  been  most  carefully  considered  by  the 
Select  Committee  elsewhere,  which  had  passed 
the  following  report : — 

"The  Committee  find  that  the  Bill  as 
amended  will  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
award,  and  inflict  wrong  upon  no  person ;  while 
its  rejection  would  practically  defeat  the 
award,  inasmuch  as  it  would  lead  to  ]Mr. 
Hanmiond's  receiving  compensation  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  fence  referred  to  in  the 
Bill  without  the  imposition  of  a  liability  upon 
him  to  maintain  the  fence." 

So  he  submitted  that,  inasmuch  as  no  harm 
would  be  done  to  Mr.  Hammond,  and  as  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  would  simply  carry  out  an 
arrangement  entered  into,  the  House  should 
'ac^icpt  the  amendments  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  that  when  this 
Bill  came  before  the  House  for  the  second 
reading  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  more  important  features  of  the  measure, 
but  he  did  not  vote  against  the  Bill.  Since 
then  he  had  made  inquiries  into  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  Bill  was  a  fair  one,  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  meet  with  further  opposition. 
The  facts  were  simply  these :  The  Govern- 
ment, in  the  ordinary  course  of  carrying  on  the 
railways  of  the  colony,  took  certain  lands,  and 
that,  of  course,  involved  the  fencing  of  each 
side  of  the  railway-line.  It  had  not  been  usual 
hitherto — and  he  had  had  experience  in  con- 
nection with  these  cases — to  raise  any  question 
in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  the  fences  on 
both  sides  of  the  line,  because  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  Government  would  keep  those 
fences  in  repair.  In  this  particular  instance, 
howeveri  for  some  reason  unknown  to  him, 
counsel  for  the  claimant  raised  the  question 
as  to  whether  there  was  a  legal  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
the  fences;  and  the  Court  adopted  a  course 
which,  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  ventured  to  say,  was 
very  unusual,  but  which  would  seem  to  have 
been  not  an  improper  one,  of  requiring  some 
legal  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  carry  out  the  understanding  between  the 
Government  and  the  claimant  whose  lands  were 
taken.  Apart  from  that  award,  and  apart  from 
this  Bill,  the  Government,  in  its  own  interest, 
must  maintain  the  fences.  Honourable  mem- 
bers would  know  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
Therefore  the  requirement  that  this  Bill  should 
Mr,  Hislop 


be  passed  within  twelve  months  was  merely  an 
extra  precaution  taken  by  the  Court  to  secme 
what  he  might  term  the  usual  understanding 
in  such  oases  —  an  understanding  which  had 
hitherto  always  been  acknowledged  through- 
out  the  colony.  The  Bill  therefore  merely  in- 
duced, so  to  speak,  into  legal  shape  the  obliga- 
tion under  which  the  Government  was ;  and,  if 
the  Bill  did  not  pass,  the  position  woald  be 
this :  that  the  money  would  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  and  the  Government  would  never- 
theless be  bound  to  maintain  the  fences,  be- 
cause LIr.  Hammond  might  sell  his  property 
and  leave  the  country,  and  there  would  be  no 
obligation  resting  upon  the  land  to  prevent  the 
fences  getting  into  a  state  of  disrepair.  He 
quite  appreciated  the  objection  that  this  was 
retrospective  legislation ;  but  it  was  not  what 
might  be  called  retrospective  legislation  in  the 
vicious  sense  of  the  term.  It  did  no  injury  to 
Mr.  Hammond,  even  if  the  money  were  with- 
drawn from  him ;  and,  unless  it  was  desired  to 
make  him  a  present  of  £226,  there  was  no 
reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  passed.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  the  time  for  passing  it 
had  gone  by,  and  no  doubt  a  day  was  as  bad  as 
a  year,  the  time  having  once  passed ;  but  no  one 
would  be  injured  by  the  Bill ;  it  would  merely 
reduce  to  a  legal  obligation  a  commonly-im- 
plied understanding,  which  was  fair  to  all 
parties,  and  therefore  he  hoped  it  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that  when  this  Bill  was  be- 
fore the  House  on  the  last  occasion  he  voted  for 
it,  but  under  an  entire  misapprehension  of  the 
facts.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  remarks  of 
the  two  last  speakers  partook  largely  of  the 
character  of  special  pleading.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  the 
House  to  go  outside  of  the  four  corners  of  the 
award.  The  Court  had  made  a  certain  award, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Government,  and  it  was 
for  the  Government  to  abide  by  the  award.  If 
retrospective  legislation  of  this  kind  were  re- 
sorted to,  where  was  it  to  end  ?  It  was  nothing 
to  the  point  to  say  that  Mr.  Hammond  suffered 
no  injustice.  The  Government  accepted  an 
award,  and  they  should  keep  to  the  terms  of 
the  award.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  said  that  Mr.  Hammond  might  leave 
the  country :  but,  if  he  did,  he  could  not  take  the 
lajad  with  him,  and  there  must  be  some  obliga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  land  to 
keep  the  fences  in  repair.  In  point  of  fact,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  whoever  had  the  land 
would  be  bound  to  keep  the  fences  in  repair  to 
prevent  his  own  stock  being  injured.  He  was 
strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  wise  to  intei> 
fere  in  this  matter.  If  the  colony  had  to  lose 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  Government,  let  it 
do  so  rather  than  try  to  upset  a  payment  made 
by  an  award  of  the  Court. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*  That 
the  amendments  be  agreed  to.*' 

Ayes,  56. 

Anderson  Beetham  Buxton 

Atkinson  Blake  Cowan 

Ballonce  Buchanan  Dodson 
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Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Graham 

Ouinxiess 

Hamlin 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hodgkmson 

Hutchison 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jones 

Allen 

Barron 

Bnice 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Kelly 


Joyce 

Lance 

Lamach 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McGregor 

McKenzic,  J. 

Moat 

Monk 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Pyke 

Bhodes 

Biohardson,  E. 

Richardson,  G. 

Nobs,  18. 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Moss 
Ormond 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
Seddon 


Boss 

Bussell 

Samuel 

Seymour 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

TurnbuU 

Valentine 

Walket 

Ward 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

S.-Menteath 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Fitchett 
Newman. 


Majority  for,  38. 


Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEIMENT. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  IZABD.— It  is  with  considerable  diffi- 
dence I  rise  to  address  the  House  this  evening, 
for  I  keenly  feel  my  own  inexperience,  and 
how  unlikely  it  is  that  I  can  add  anything  to 
what  has  been  said  so  much  better  by  other 
members  than  I  can  say  it.  I  have  been  sent 
here  to  support  a  policy  of  retrenchment,  and  I 
feel  that  I  may  be  sinning  against  that  ]X)licy 
by  needlessly  occupying  the  time  of  the  House. 
Sir,  ail  that  I  can  say  in  excuse  is  that  it  is 
my  first  offence,  and  that  a  first  offence  should 
be  treated  with  leniency.  I  am  not  a  party 
man  at  all.  I  was  not  sent  hero,  as  were  some 
honourable  members,  to  support  a  party.  I 
am  not  a  follower  either  of  the  Premier  or  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion I  beg  to  state  that  I  shall,  so  far  as  my 
abilities  go,  support  the  policy  that  the  Premier 
has  indicated,  and  I  say  it  on  this  ground :  that 
I  feel  the  Premier  and  his  colleagues  have  fear- 
lessly* and  honestly  endeavoured  to  introduce  a 
policy  of  retrenchment.  I  feel  that  they  have 
undertaken  their  duties  sincerely  desirous  of 
doing  that,  and  on  that  ground  I  support  them. 
All,  or  nearly  all,  honourable  members  came 
here  pledged  to  their  constituents  to  support 
retrenchment.  I  cannot  doubt  that,  whoever 
is  in  power,  that  policy  must  be  adopted, 
though  details  would  differ.  But,  though  I 
advocate  the  policy  which  is  enunciated  by  the 
Premier,  yet  I  say  at  once  that  I  do  not  agree 
with  it  in  all  its  details.  There  are  many 
different  items  in  the  policy  of  retrenchment, 
and  so  many  different  matters  have  to  be  con- 
sidered that  it  is  hardly  likely  that  any  single 
member  of  this  House  can  agree  in  every 
minute  detail  with  all  that  has  been  pro- 
pounded to  us.  Men's  minds  necessarily  differ, 
«nd  we  cannot  wonder  that  we  should  not  aJl 


be  able  to  agree  upon  this  matter :  in  fact,  it 
is  impossible  that  we  should  do  so.  Most 
of  us  would  agree,  perhaps,  with  some  par- 
ticular portion  of  what  is  proposed ;  but  we 
cannot  agree  with  all.  First  of  all.  Sir,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  that  portion  of  the  Premier's  programme 
which  has  been  commented  on  at  consider- 
able length  by  several  honourable  members. 
He  has  proposed,  as  I  understand,  that  the 
details  of  this  retrenchment  should  not  be 
brought  before  the  House,  but  should  be  left 
for  consideration  by  himself  and  his  colleagues. 
It  has  been  objected — and  I  know  the  objection 
has  a  very  great  deal  of  weight  in  it — that  this 
is  practically  taking  from  the  House  the  con- 
sideration of  how  the  money  of  the  colony  is  to 
be  spent.  In  my  opinion  it  requires  a  very 
strong  case  indeed  for  this  House  to  consent  to 
give  over  the  power  of  the  purse  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  conceive  that  an  occasion  of  that 
kind  has  arisen,  and  that,  if  all  these  various 
retrenchments  have  to  be  considered,  the  dif- 
ferent items  gone  into,  and  the  minutiae  of 
retrenchment  dealt  with,  it  is  impossible  that 
this  House  can  satisfactorily  deal  with  them. 
These  matters,  I  conceive,  must  bo  dealt  with 
by  the  Government  after  the  House  has  ceased 
to  sit ;  and  I  do  not  at  all  envy  the  task  of  the 
Premier  and  his  colleagues,  because  I  believe 
that  if  they  carry  out  the  retrenchment  they 
undertake  to  carry  out,  they  will  be  about 
the  best-abused  men  in  the  colony  when  they 
meet  the  House  after  the  recess.  I  venture  to 
predict  that,  if  they  fairly  and  honestly  carry 
out  that  retrenchment  they  tell  us  they  are 
prepared  to  do  there  will  be  such  a  storm 
raised  through  the  colony  by  the  time  we  re- 
turn here  for  the  next  session  that  they  will 
have  lost  a  large  portion  of  their  present  popu- 
larity. Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  education.  The  Pre- 
mier tells  us  that  he  proposes  to  save  on  this 
item  the  sum  of  £60,000.  He  has  told  us  that 
he  proposes  to  do  two  things — to  raise  the  in- 
ferior limit  of  school-age  from  five  to  six  years, 
and  to  reduce  the  capitation-grant.  Now,  I 
object  to  both  these  proposals.  I  object  to  the 
raising  of  the  school-age  altogether.  I  have 
taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  and  have  consulted  many  of  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  educa- 
tion, and  more  particularly  those  engaged  in 
the  Board  schools  here,  and  I  think  I  may 
say  there  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  it  is  inadvisable  to  raise  the  inferior  limit 
of  the  school-ago.  I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  State  to  educate  ail  its  children.  I  hold 
that  children  have  a  natural  right  to  be  edu- 
cated. I  think,  if  we  deprive  any  large  number 
of  children,  as  it  is  proposed  to  do,  of  the  edu- 
cation which  they  are  now  entitled  to  and  are 
receiving,  we  shall  bo  doing  them  an  absolute 
wrong.  Upon  this  ground  I  say  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  this  part  of  the  programme  of  the 
Ministry.  While  we  do  not  know  how  many 
children  there  are  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
six — the  statistics  on  this  point  are  defective — 
the  statistics  do  show  the  number  of  children 
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between  the  ages  of  five  and  seven,  and  they 
show  us  that  there  are  10,000  boys  and  more 
than  11,000  girls,  or,  in  fact,  that  there  are  more 
than  21,000  children  in  the  colony,  between 
those  ages.  If  we  assume  that  only  one-half  of 
these  are  between  the  ages  of  five  and  six,  the 
effect  of  the  proposal  will  be  that  10,500  child- 
ren who  are  now  receiving  that  education  which 
they  are  entitled  to  will  not  receive  it.  The 
next  point  I  object  to  is  this:  The  Premier 
proposes  that  the  capitation-grant  should  be 
reduced.  Now,  we  know  —  I  speak  from  in- 
formation I  have  received — that  the  capitation- 
grant  has  scarcely  been  found  sufiicient  to  meet 
the  wants  of  Education  Boards  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time — that  there  has  been  a  great  struggle 
to  make  that  amount  serve  the  purposes  of  the 
Boards.  In  fact,  what  has  happened  is  this : 
that  in  the  large  towns  it  has  been  found  pos- 
sible to  conduct  the  education  of  the  children 
with  less  than  the  amount  allowed,  and  that 
the  money  so  saved  has  been  employed  for  edu- 
cation in  connection  with  the  country  schools. 
That,  at  least,  has  been  the  practice  in  this  pro- 
vincial district :  whether  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice in  other  parts  of  the  colony  I  am  not  aware, 
but  I  think  it  is  highly  probable  that  such  is 
the  case.  Now,  let  us  just  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment what  this  means.  By  the  last  report  of 
the  Minister  of  Education  it  appears  that  there 
are  1,054  Board  schools  in  the  colony.  If  we 
assume  that  one-fourth  of  those  are  town 
schools,  that  will  leave  three-fourths,  or,  in 
other  words,  almost  eight  hundred  schools,  in 
the  country.  Now,  notvdthstanding  what  the 
Premier  proposes,  he  says  the  Government  will 
take  care  that  none  of  the  country  schools  arc 
allowed  to  be  dropped.  That  is  what  he  tells 
us.  Does  he  consider.  Sir,  that  the  public 
purse  will  have  to  be  applied  to  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  the  means  of  keeping  these  eight 
hundred  schools  going?  That  is  practically 
what  it  comes  to.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Central  told  us  that  it  was  hard  to  see 
how  much  money  could  be  saved  by  the  plan 
the  Premier  propounded.  I  do  not  agree  with 
that  honourable  gentleman  ;  I  do  not  think  it 
is  hard  to  see  how  much  money  will  be  saved, 
for  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  none 
will  be  saved.  But,  Sir,  though  I  disagree  with 
these  proposals,  still  I  think  that  a  great  saving 
could  be  effected  in  our  education.  I  believe 
that  our  education  system  may  be  reorganized, 
and  that,  by  a  proper  system  of  reorganiza- 
tion, and  by  making  the  parents  of  those 
children  in  the  higher  classes  contribute  some- 
thing to  education,  we  may  bring  about  this 
result:  that  the  education  obtained  in  our 
schools  shall  be  of  a  higher  stamp  than  it 
is  now,  and  that  the  expense  to  the  colony 
would  not  be  so  great.  That,  Sir,  is  what  I 
think.  I  am  not  going  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  long,  but  I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  more  words  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  I 
would  first  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  question  of  the  management  of  our  public 
schools,  for  I  think  a  great  deal  might  be 
saved  in  the  matter  of  management.  We  have 
praotically  in  all  our  schools  three  governing 
Mr,  Izard 


bodies.  We  have  the  Education  Departmeat* 
with  the  Minister  of  Education  and  a  staff 
of  secretaries  and  officers;  we  next  have  the 
Education  Boards ;  and,  thirdly,  we  have  the 
School  Gonmiittee  of  each  separate  school. 
What  I  think  on  this  point  is  that  we  axe  a 
little  bit  over-governed  and  over-managed  in 
the  matter  of  education.  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  these  three  governing  bodies  should  be 
retained.  I  believe  the  Education  Boards 
might  be  conveniently  dispensed  with,  and  that 
their  duties  might  be  discharged  either  by  the 
department  or  by  tho  School  GommitteeK.  I 
think,  myself,  that  the  School  Committees 
should  receive  more  power,  because  they  aze 
best  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  districte 
they  represent.  With  regard  to  the  qacstiofn 
of  attendance,  we  learn  from  the  report  of  thjo 
Minister  of  Education  that  there  are  something 
over  106,000  children  attending  our  primaiy 
schools,  of  whom  84,000  get  the  capitation  al- 
lowance. Oat  of  that  number  it  would  appear 
that  11,333  children  were  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Standards,  and  all  the  rest,  or  something  like 
94,000,  had  not  got  higher  than  the  Fourth 
Standard.  I  must  submit  that  the  children  in 
the  higher  standards  are  those  whom  their 
parents  do  not  require  to  take  away  for  service, 
and  therefore,  presumably,  they  are  more  well- 
to-do  than  the  other  portion  of  the  community. 
They  can  very  well  afford  to  give  something 
towards  the  education  of  their  children,  and 
I  think  if  a  moderate  amount  were  charged  for 
the  education  of  children  in  the  higher  stan- 
dards it  would  be  no  injury  at  all  to  the 
parents,  and  would  be,  also,  a  great  saving  to 
the  country.  I  hold,  moreover,  that  we  have 
a  right  to  deal  with  our  secondary  schools. 
Most  of  them  are  endowed  out  of  public  funds, 
and  I  think  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  say  that 
the  education  given  in  them  should  benefit  a 
larger  number  thsm  it  does  now.  There  are 
twenty-two  or  twenty-three  of  these  schools  in 
existence,  educating  no  more  than  two  thousand 
children,  and  their  aomual  income  reaches  over 
£58,000,  received  partly  from  endowments, 
partly  from  grants  from  this  House,  and  partly 
from  fees.  I  do  not  propose  to  weary  the 
House  with  more  details  on  this  point.  I  feel 
rather  strongly  upon  it,  and  I  hold  that  the 
secondary  schools  might  be  made  more  usefal, 
and  might,  in  tovnis,  take  up  the  education  in 
the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Standards  in  the  primary 
schools.  By  that  means  the  schoolrooms  in 
the  towns,  which  are  now  overcrowded,  and 
where  many  children  cannot  get  edncatioin, 
could  be  made  available  for  educating  a  largtf 
number  of  children  in  the  lower  standards.  I 
should  now  like  to  say  a  few  words  with  regaid 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Legislative  CoonciL 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  that  the  pro- 
position is  right  of  calling  upon  the  Legislative 
Council  to  commit  a  sort  of  "  happy  despatch  " 
by  reducing  their  number  by  one  half.  I  do  not 
think  such  a  plan  could  be  easily  carried  oat, 
or  be  very  effective ;  and  I  think  we  should  have 
been  told  by  the  Ministry,  when  they  proposed 
that  half  the  members  of  that  Chamber  should 
be  turned  out  by  the  other  half,  what  plan  thej 
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ihou^t  should  be  adopted  for  giving  effect  to 
that  proposition.  If  the  Legislative  Council 
weze  reduced  to  thirty-five  members  the  power 
of  that  body  would  be  very  much  increased. 
In  case  of  the  Council  disagreeing  wibh  the 
policy  of  this  House  and  a  deadlock  arising 
there  would  be  no  power  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  members  in  the  Council  and  so  put  a 
stop  to  the  deadlock.  There  are  one  or  two 
ways  in  which  that  could  be  done.  There  is 
the  plan  adopted  in  Scandinavia,  where  in 
cases  of  disagreement  the  two  Houses  sit  to- 
gether. Another  plan  is  that  power  might  be 
giyen  to  the  Governor,  on  the  recommendation 
of  this  House,  to  appoint  more  Legislative 
Oouncillors.  I  regret  that  the  Ministry,  when 
telling  us  they  proposed  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  Legislative  Councillors,  did  not  tell  us, 
further,  how  they  proposed  to  meet  the  case  of 
a  deadlock.  Again,  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  it  is 
proposed  to  reduce  their  honorarium.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  think  there  should  be  no 
honorarium  paid  to  members  of  that  body.  It 
is  an  opinion  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  the 
colony  that  we  should  look  upon  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  as  representing  to  a 
great  extent  the  wealth  of  the  colony.  They 
have  also  attained  a  very  honourable  posi- 
tion without  expense  to  themselves,  and  they 
should  not  be  entitled  to  any  honorarium 
at  all.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  reduction 
of  the  honorarium  of  members  of  tliis  House. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  borrowing,  I 
may  say  that  I  much  regret  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  proceed  with  further  bor- 
rowing; but,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  I 
shall  support  that  policy.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  House,  in  sanctioning  any  future 
loans,  will  take  care  that  they  are  ear-marked 
to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 
The  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  has 
raised  his  voice  againsb  the  great  number  of 
harbour  borrowing  Bills  now  before  the  House, 
and  I  also  beg  to  enter  my  protest  against 
them.  It  amounts  to  this:  that  we  are  put- 
ting  into  the  hands  of  local  bodies  the 
power  to  raise  money  and  spend  it  on  these 
works  without  any  supervision  by  this  House ; 
and  what  is  likely  to  happen  is  this :  that  the 
colony  will  finally  have  to  take  up  the  little 
bills  and  be  responsible  for  them.  There  is  a 
notice  of  motion  on  the  Order  Paper  to-day 
which  tends  very  much  to  show  the  direction 
in  which  the  wind  sets.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  has  a  little  notice  on 
the  Order  Paper  to-day  which,  to  my  mind,  is 
very  suggestive.  It  is  with  regard  to  the  New 
Plymouth  Harbour  Board,  and  he  is  going  to 
move,  '*  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  financial  position  of  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  whether  the  Board  is  likely  to  be 
able  to  continue  to  meet  its  annual  charges," 
and  80  forth.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  strongly 
suggestive  of  what  mi^t  occur  in  many  other 
cases ;  and  I  hope  this  House  will  set  its  face 
as  far  as  possible  against  these  Bills.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  can  be  no  case  in  which 
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it  would  be  wise  to  grant  borrowing  powers; 
but  as  a  general  principle  the  greatest  precau- 
tion should  be  exercised  before  any  such  loan 
is  sanctioned.  And  now  with  regard  to  the 
Civil  Service.  The  Premier  has  told  us  that 
he  does  not  propose  to  interfere  with  salaries  of 
Civil  servants  who  are  receiving  less  than  £150 
a  year;  but  I  say  that  there  are  incomes  of 
£200,  £250,  and  £800  earned  by  men  with  large 
families  and  with  many  mouths  dependent 
upon  them  which  should  not  be  cut  down.  The 
principle  should  be,  Get  good  men  and  pay  them 
good  salaries.  Eeorgajiize  your  departments, 
and  get  good  men ;  and  you  cannot  do  that  un- 
less you  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for  their  services. 
I  think  you  will  be  doing  actual  injustice  to 
many  most  excellent  and  worthy  Civil  Servants 
if  you  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  men  in  the 
lower  branches  of  the  Service.  As  for  those  in 
the  higher  branches,  I  do  not  raise  my  voice  in 
their  favour,  because  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  not  submit  to  reductions  as  well  as 
other  people  ;  but  I  do  raise  my  voice  on  behalf 
of  many  persons  in  the  Civil  Service  who 
cannot  bear  a  reduction  in  their  salaries.  On 
the  general  question  of  retrenchment  I  should 
like  to  say  that,  as  a  new  member,  it  strikes 
me  that  a  great  deal  of  retrenchment  might  be 
carried  out  by  this  House  itself  if  honourable 
members  would  show  a  little  more  self-abnega- 
tion. A  great  deal  might  be  saved  in  the  way 
of  useless  returns;  and  another  saving  might 
be  made  if  honourable  gentlemen  would  shorten 
their  speeches,  and  we  ought  not  to  have  a  re- 
currence of  what  took  place  lately  when  three 
honourable  gentlemen  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  nearly  a  whole  afternoon  and 
night.  I  make  the  suggestion  with  great  diffi- 
dence, as  a  new  member,  that  a  great  deal  of 
economy  might  be  practised  in  that  way  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  wish  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
and  in  doing  so  I  shall  be  as  concise  as  pos- 
sible consistently  with  giving  expression  to  my 
opinions.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  approaching 
the  discussion  of  the  Financial  Statement  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  steadily  in  view  what  was 
the  great  subject  in  prominence  before  the 
electors  of  the  country  at  the  late  election,  and 
which  should  occupy  the  chief  attention  of  this 
House  at  the  present  time,  and  to  see  how  far 
the  Statement  which  has  been  submitted  co 
us  is  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  views 
and  the  wishes  of  the  country  then  expressed. 
There  can  be  doubt  that  the  issue  put  to  us,  on 
which  the  late  Government  was  defeated,  and 
under  which  they  went  to  the  country,  was 
this:  that  no  fresh  taxation  should  be  put 
upon  the  people  of  the  country  until  an  eaznest 
and  sincere  effort  had  been  made  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds  of  the  colony. 
And  that  the  country  indorsed  the  action  of 
the  then  Opposition  I  think  must  be  apparent, 
from  the  fact  that  we  have  now  a  unanimous 
expression  of  opinion  from  all  sides  of  the 
House  that  severe  retrenchment  is  neces- 
sary, and  is  the  chief  thing  for  the  House  to 
consider.    Sir,  the  only  question  of  difficulty 
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which  remains  amongst  members  is  as  to  the 
judiciousness  or  otherwise  of  the  proposals 
which  have  been  made  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment for  giving  effect  to  the  intention.  Objec- 
tion has  been  taken  to  the  general  character, 
the  iudefiniteness,  of  some  of  the  proposed  re- 
ductions. In  so  far  as  wo  have  been  furnished 
with  the  detail8— and  I  speak  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Ministerial  and  Legislative  De- 
partments—  these  reductions  have  my  entire 
concurrence.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  by 
naming  the  several  items,  as  they  have  already 
been  spoken  of  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers ;  but  I  will  say  this  :  that  the  objection 
which  was  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bunedin  Central,  that  these  proposals  are 
of  a  nebulous  and  general  character,  to  my 
mind  has  but  little  force.  Do  we  not  recollect 
how  it  has  been  in  past  sessions,  that  mem- 
bers, earnestly  desirous  of  making  reductions, 
have  endeavoured  when  the  estimates  were 
going  through  Committee  of  Supply  to  make 
reductions  in  various  items?  and  with  what 
result  ?  That  those  unfortunate  members  of 
the  Civil  Service  whose  salaries  happened  to 
come  before  the  Committee  first  for  considera- 
tion were  sacrificed,  in  majiy  cases,  and  that, 
after  spending  a  large  amount  of  time  in  mak- 
ing some  trifiing  reductions,  the  result  was 
that  the  estimates  were  passed  through  whole- 
sale, with  very  little  consideration,  towards 
the  end  of  the  sitting.  Has  it  not  been 
recognised  in  the  past,  by  those  who  have  been 
desirous  of  making  any  real  retrenchment  on  the 
estimates  year  by  year  submitted  to  the  House, 
that  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  hope 
to  succeed  was  by  naming  a  lump  reduction 
which  should  be  made  on  the  total  sums  asked 
for,  and  asking  the  Government  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  giving  effect  to 
the  reduction  in  detail  in  such  a  way  as  was 
most  conducive  to  the  public  interest?  And 
what  is  the  case  now  ?  We  have  before  us  a 
reduction  not  forced  upon  the  Government  by 
the  House,  but  voluntarily  proposed  by  them 
in  the  policy  they  have  submitted  in  the  Fi- 
nancial Statement.  And  I  say  it  is  a  reason- 
able thing  that  we  should  give  them  a  certain 
amount  of  confidence  in  carrying  out  what 
must  be  a  very  difficult  and  very  unpleasant 
task.  Objections  have  been  made  also  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  savings  in  the  Edu- 
cation Department,  and  it  has  been  stated, 
in  regard  to  the  raising  of  the  school-age, 
that  the  Government  seems  to  have  acted 
in  some  indefinite  manner,  and  without 
giving  mature  consideration  as  to  where 
the  saving  can  properly  be  made.  It  has 
been  urged,  because  there  is  no  definite 
information  as  to  the  exact  number  of  pupils 
in  the  public  schools  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  six  years,  that  therefore  the  saving  as  put 
down  at  £60,000  can  only  be  guesswork.  But  I 
submit  that  out  of  the  21,000  pupils  in  our 
schools  below  seven  years  of  age  we  have  a 
right  to  assume  that  those  between  five  and  six 
years  old  are  as  numerous  as  those  between 
six  and  seven  until  the  contrary  is  proved. 
Hon.  Membsbs. — ^No. 
Mr.Piococh 


Mr.  PEACOCK.— Well,  I  think  so.  Looked 
at  upon  its  merits,  the  question  of  niaang  the 
school-age — that  is,  the  a^e  carrying capitatiooo, 
allowance — to  six,  must  on  reflection  by  honour- 
able members  seem  a  very  desirable  thing  to 
do;  for  if  we  look  at  those  countries  that  are 
supposed  to  be  in  the  van  of  educational  pro- 
gress, what  do  we  find  ?  That  the  actual  age  of 
the  beginning  of  the  school  career  is  six  years. 
In  countries  such  as  Scotland,  Switzerland,  and 
the  United  States  that  is  practically  the  age  at 
which  the  school  career  begins. 

An  Hon.  !Membeb. — Who  says  so  ? 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— Well,  I  could  easily  pio- 
duce  statistics.  I  am  not  speaking  withoni 
having  definite  information  on  the  sobjeci. 
and  have  no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  will  look  at  the  very  excel- 
lent compendium  of  information  supplied  by 
Dr.  Laishley,  he  will  find  important  infozm&- 
tion  bearing  upon  that  point.  Apart  altogether 
from  this  fact,  does  it  not  stand  to  reason  that 
many  of  those  very  young  children  one  sees  in 
the  preliminary  classes  of  our  primary  schools 
would  be  very  much  better  outside,  breathiDg 
the  fresh  air  and  developing  their  limbs  by 
physical  exercises,  than  cooped  up  in  the  close 
atmosphere  of  a  schoolroom  for  perhaps  five 
hours  a  day  ?  Whilst  I  approve  of  the  raising 
of  the  school-age  to  six  years,  I  am  not  at  ail 
sure  that  a  considerable  saving  might  not  be 
made  and  advantage  be  gained  by  a  change  at 
the  other  end  of  the  school  course.  I  am 
afraid  that  many  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  speak  upon  the  education  question 
leave  out  of  sight  this  fact:  that  this  system 
of  free,  secular,  and  compulsory  education,  as 
embodied  in  the  Act,  names  the  age  between 
seven  and  thirteen  as  the  essential  age  for 
education  which  should  be  compulsory.  It 
ought  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  the  great  majority  of  the  child- 
ren have  passed  out  of  school,  and  also  that 
if  the  parents  of  any  of  the  children  are  de- 
sirous that  their  children  should  go  on  to  ths 
secondary-school  course,  whether  through  their 
having  gained  a  scholarship  or  otherwise,  the 
education  they  have  obtained  at  thirteen  will 
enable  them  to  fit  in  better  and  derive  ths 
best  advantage  from  the  curriculum  that  pre- 
vails in  the  secondary  schools.  If  an  inspec- 
tion is  made  of  the  teaching  which  is  embraced 
in  the  Fourth  Standard — which,  I  wish  to  im- 
press upon  the  House,  is  the  education  attained 
at  the  age  children  generally  leave  school— it 
will  be  seen  that  the  children  who  have  passed 
that  standard  have  laid  a  foundation  which  will 
enable  them  to  go  on  to  such  perfection  after- 
wards as  they  may  desire — ^in  fact,  have  had 
placed  in  their  hands  the  tools  which  will 
enable  them  to  carve  out  their  own  destiny. 
Moreover,  in  considering  this  point  of  making 
a  change  at  the  other  end  of  the  school  coarse, 
I  quite  recognise  that  that  smaller  number 
of  parents  who  can  afford  to  let  their  children 
remain  at  school  instead  of  being  sent  to  work 
in  order  to  earn  a  living  might  very  well 
be  charged  a  moderate  fee.  I  do  not  fear  . 
that  the  poozer  children  would  be  placed  at  a 
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disadvantage,  bebaoBe  the  greater  part  would 
already  have  passed  out  of  school,  and  it  would 
ibe  very  easy  to  neutralise  any  such  tendency 
by  takiDg  care  that  liberal  provision  was  made 
in  the  way  of  soholarships,  so  that  those 
•children  who  hod  shown  additional  ability 
and  cleverness  should  be  able  to  go  through 
the  rest  of  the  tuition  given  in  the  primary 
schools  free  with  others  who  were  finishing  on 
the  commercial  side,  and  paying  the  fee,  or  to 
finish  their  education  by  means  of  scholarships 
in  the  secondary  schools.  If  a  system  like  that 
were  carried  on,  and  also  ample  scholarships 
provided,  between  the  secondary  schools  and 
the  University  we  should  then  have  a  very 
desirable  state  of  things,  when  any  one,  however 
poor,  would  be  able  to  go  through  the  whole 
coarse  of  our  education  entirely  free.  I  think, 
however,  that,  in  dealing  with  this  very  impor- 
tant question  of  education,  the  expressed  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  is  a  very  necessary  one 
— ^that  they  should  take  care  that  in  any  altera- 
tion which  is  made  due  consideration  is  given 
to  the  country  schools  to  see  that  they  do  not 
snfier  any  serious  injustice.  Before  leaving 
this  point,  I  would  say  that  it  seems  to  me  a 
saving  could  be  made  in  regard  to  our  training 
colleges  for  teachers.  I  have  not  heard  the 
point  mentioned,  but  in  the  Education  Report 
of  last  year  it  is  stated  that  upwards  of  £8,000 
a  year  is  paid  in  this  way.  Now,  I  consider 
that  in  our  leading  centres  of  population,  where 
we  have  our  tmiversities,  these  institutions 
should  bo  perfectly  able  to  give  that  instruc- 
tion and  knowledge  to  our  teachers  themselves 
that  are  necessary  ;  while  the  primary  schools 
will  be  the  best  field  that  can  be  got  for  attain- 
ing a  knowledge  of  practical  teaching.  I  shall 
not  pursue  this  subject  further,  seeing  that  the 
Government  have  not  thought  fit  to  indicate 
any  saving  in  that  direction;  but  I  should 
just  like  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  South 
■and  Suburbs,  that  I,  for  one,  cannot  see  that  it 
-would  be  advantageous  to  our  system  if  Edu- 
cation Bocurds  were  done  away  with.  I  think 
these  Boards  have  done  very  good  and  useful 
work  to  the  State  in  the  past.  Their  services 
«re  rendered  voluntarily  and  gratuitously,  and 
•efi&ciently  too,  in  many  coses ;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  mistake*  in  the  present  state  of  our 
system,  if  these  Boards  were  done  away  with. 
Coming  to  some  other  features  in  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  it  is  with  pleasure  I  see  that 
in  regard  to  their  land  proposals,  with  a  view 
to  the  settlement  of  the  country,  they  are 
likely  to  give  full  effect  to  the  various  systems 
of  land-tenure  which  we  have  in  our  Land 
Act.  I  consider  that  it  is  a  very  important 
thing  for  getting  the  country  well'settled  that 
the  people  who  are  intending  settlers  should 
be  able  to  secure  land  in  such  form  of  tenure 
as  they  think  best,  and  should  not  be  shut  up 
to  taking  their  land  in  any  one  form,  such  as 
leasing,  which  might  not  be  agreeable,  assum- 
ing that  they  have  a  natural  tendency  to  obtain 
possession  of  freeholds — a  sort  of  policy  which,  I 
think,  characterized  too  much  the  action  of  the 
late  Government.    I  think,  if  freedom  of  choice 


is  given  in  the  selection  of  the  land,  not  only 
will  the  settlement  of  the  country  be  increased, 
but  other  beneficial  results  will  fiow  from  it. 
And  one  of  these  will  be  this :  that  our  Land 
Fund,  which  for  the  last  three  years  has 
been  languishing,  going  behind  at  tne  rate  of 
£45,000  a  year,  being  unable  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure for  surveys,  roads,  <fec.,  will  likely 
have  a  credit  balance,  as  it  used  to  have 
in  former  days.  The  giving-over  of  our  rail- 
ways to  a  non-political  Board  is  a  proposal 
which  was  made  by  the  late  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  but  was  not  given  effect  to  by  him. 
We  have  it  now  revived;  and  I  believe  many 
members  of  this  House  were  in  the  same 
position  as  I  was  in  in  regard  to  that  proposal — 
namely,  that,  while  we  had  considerable  doubts 
as  to  its  being  likely  to  succeed,  we  were  watch- 
ing with  considerable  interest  the  result  of  the 
experiment  which  was  going  on  in  Victoria  of 
a  similar  Board ;  and  I  think  the  success  which 
has  attended  that  mode  of  administration  of 
the  railways  in  Victoria  is  sufficient  to  warrant 
us  in  giving  fair  consideration  to  the  proposal 
of  the  Government.  But  I  cannot  ignore,  for 
my  part,  the  objection  which  has  been  urged 
by  some  honourable  members,  that  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  in  the  conditions  of  the 
two  colonies ;  and  this  will  have  to  be  taken  into 
account.  In  fact,  I  do  not  see  that  this  Board 
is  likely  to  be  successful  unless  one  of  its  mem- 
bers is  resident  in  each  Island,  to  make  himself 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  varied  wants 
and  requirements  of  each,  and  that  at  inter- 
vals they  should  interchange  positions,  so  that 
ultimately  this  Board  of  CJommissioners  will 
each  have  not  only  a  general  knowledge  of 
our  railway  system,  but  also  that  specific  in- 
formation of  the  wants  of  particular  districts 
without  which  a  proper  judgment  could  not  be 
formed  in  this  important  matter.  That  there 
is  ample  room  for  improvement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways  and  in  the  fixing  of  our 
tariff  is  a  matter  no  one  can  doubt ;  but  before 
any  non-political  Board  such  as  this  is  in- 
trusted with  their  management  I  say  this 
House  will  have  to  decide  on  the  principles 
which  are  to  guide  them.  This  House  will 
have  to  decide  how  far  the  principle  of  seeing 
that  the  railways  are  managed  with  a  view  to 
getting  a  fair  amount  of  interest  on  the  money 
expended  in  their  building  shall  be  pursued; 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  how  far  the  principle  of 
sacrificing  immediate  gain  in  the  way  of  freight 
and  tariff  for  an  indirect  gain  in  the  prosperity 
and  settlement  of  the  country  shall  hold  sway. 
If  I  we're  to  express  an  opinion  on  this  point  it 
would  be  this  :  that  it  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  railway  policy  of  this  country,  in  borrowing 
the  money  it  did  for  the  building  of  the  rail- 
ways, that  they  should  be  made  to  pay  a  fair 
amount  of  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction. 
I  do  not  think  the  money  would  ever  have  been 
borrowed  but  for  such  an  intention  ;  and  I  do 
think  that  st  the  present  time  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  borrowing  or  spending  money  in 
that  way  without  giving  considerable  promi- 
nence and  weight  to  that  idea.  With  regard 
to  the  new  attitude  which  it  is  proposed  to  as- 
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suine  with  respect  to  Maori  lands,  I  may  say 
this :  that  there  was  no  subject  on  which  there 
was  greater  unanimity  of  opinion  expressed 
during  the  late  election,  especially  by  honour- 
able members  from  the  North  Island,  than 
on  this :  that  the  time  had  come  when  there 
should  be  an  assimilation  of  the  treatment 
of  both  races.  But,  while  that  is  the  case, 
and  while  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that,  if  the 
Maoris  in  certain  parts  of  the  colony  are  to  be 
subjected  to  the  same  taxes  and  responsibilities 
as  the  European  population,  they  should  also 
have,  in  a  similar  way,  the  right  to  freely  dis- 
pose of  their  lands,  still  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  this  is  a  matter  in  which  considerable 
danger  will  lurk,  and  that  it  should  be  treated 
with  very  great  caution  indeed,  considering  the 
amount  of  evil  we  have  seen  to  result  from 
free  dealing  with  Maori  lands  in  the  past,  and 
with  which  we  have  become  so  familiar.  The 
proposal  in  the  Statement  to  reduce  the  number 
of  members  of  this  House  to  sixty-six  Europeans 
is,  to  my  mind,  of  too  sweeping  a  character. 
I  know  there  is  a  great  divergence  of  opinion 
amongst  the  members  of  this  House  on  that 
subject.  For  my  part,  I  believe  a  very  con- 
siderable reduction  could  be  made  in  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  this  House  without  giving 
scope  for  that  objection — a  valid  objection,  in 
some  respects — that  the  sparsely-populated 
country  districts  may  be  made  so  large  and 
unwieldy  as  to  prevent  their  having  fair  treat- 
ment and  representation.  But,  with  regard  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  reduction  to  the  number  which  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  would  be  judicious. 
At  the  same  time,  while  I  consider  there  is 
ample  room  for  a  reduction,  I  think  it  would 
not  be  a  wise  course  to  limit  the  number  of 
Legislative  Counoillois  without  having  some 
proposal  whereby  there  would  be  combined 
sittings  of  both  Houses  in  cases  where  there 
was  a  large  amount  of  difference  of  opinion 
such  as  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  a  deadlock. 
I  believe  that  a  more  thorough  reform  of  the 
Council  should  take  place  than  that  which  is 
foreshadowed  in  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  that 
body  were  made  elective,  say,  for  ten  years. 
I  feel  satisfied,  if  that  were  the  case,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  being  the  elective  body,  or 
the  country  being  asked  to  elect  in  large  dis- 
tricts under  the  Hare  system,  that  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  I 
hope  the  veteran  statesman  who  now  occupies 
the  post  of  Attorney-General  in  the  Ministry, 
and  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  brou^^t  down  a 
measure  of  this  character,  will  fill  in  some  of 
the  details  I  have  mentioned  in  the  outline 
which  the  Government  have  indicated.  While 
I  agree  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  proposid 
which  the  Government  have  made  to  take  the 
£40,000  which  represents  the  profits  from  the 
investment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  I  at  the  same 
time  think  it  will  not  at  all  turn  out  that  the 
deficit  of  this  year  and  last  year,  amounting 
to  nearly  £400,000,  will  be  wiped  off  by  that 
means.  It  is  evident  it  will  take  something 
near  ten  years  to  do  so,  and,  confiidering  the 
Mr,  Peacock 


mutability  which  characterizes  the  Government 
benches,  and  the  various  policies  which  come 
from  that  quarter,  I  am  very  much  afraid  that 
this  deficit  of  £400,000,  when  it  is  once  k)tt 
sight  of  for  a  time,  will  veiy  likely  take  the 
same  course  which  other  deficits  have  taken 
and  will  become  a  funded  debt.  I  now  ccme 
to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  bar-  , 
rowing  proposals  of  the  Government.  And  ! 
here  I  will  say  this :  that  it  does  not  seem  ' 
to  me,  on  the  first  blush,  a  wise  thing,  in  | 
our  present  condition,  and  with  the  profes-  j 
sions  we  have  made  of  reducing  our  borrowing, 
to  make  a  proposal  to  go  on  the  London  money- 
market  to  borrow  two  millions  of  money.  I 
quite  recognise  the  fact  that  it  is  also  proposed 
to  put  a  restriction  on  the  borrowing  of  the 
colony  for  three  years ;  but  it  becomes  an  open 
question  as  to  what  effect  going  on  the  macket 
for  this  amount  will  have.  It  is  possible  it 
may  be  said  that  this  is  a  question  more  for 
exprts  to  judge  of;  but,  looked  at  from  the 
point  of  view  of  human  nature,  and  as  a  busi- 
ness-man would  look  at  it,  it  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  went  on  the  London  market  for  the  Kotth 
Island  Trunk  Loan  of  a  million  and,  say,  half  a 
million  additional,  without  any  restriction  as  to 
our  non-borrowing  in  the  future,  probably  that 
would  meet  with  greater  favour  than  if  we 
ask  for  the  larger  sum ;  and,  if  it  is  necessazy, 
at  a  later  period  we  might  ask  for  another 
half-million  of  money.  I  think  a  reasonable 
view  which  would  be  taken  of  it  by  inves- 
tors in  the  Old  Country  would  be  that,  sb 
we  had  professed  to  follow  a  tapering -d! 
policy,  the  smaller  amount  we  should  then 
be  borrowing  would  seem  the  natural  working- 
out  of  such  a  policy.  With  regard  to  & 
property-tax,  which  has  been  increased  to  a 
penny,  I  think  it  might  be  expecting  too  much 
from  the  Premier,  who  has  had  so  much  to  do 
with  the  introduction  of  that  tax,  for  him 
readily  to  make  a  change,  or  to  introduce  a 
land-  and  income-tax  in  its  stead.  In  saying 
so,  I  am  free  to  confess  I  can  see  in  the  pio- 
perty-tax  very  many  advantages,  and  I  can  see 
that  it  is  quite  as  free  from  serious  objectioni 
as  are  the  other  taxes  proposed  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  it.  While  that  is  the  case,  whether 
it  is  £rom  the  administration  being  faulty 
or  some  other  cause,  there  is  no  doubt  that  in 
the  country,  at  all  events  in  the  district  from 
which  I  come,  the  tax  has  become  ezceediody 
unpopular ;  and  I  think  we  might  very  fainy, 
when  it  is  attempted  by  any  responsible  par^, 
make  a  change  in  the  way  of  substituting  the 
other  two  taxes  I  have  named,  so  long  as  by 
making  such  an  experiment  we  shall  not  en- 
danger  our  finances.  It  would  not  be  right, 
in  reviewing  the  Financial  Statement,  to  omit 
what  I  consider  one  of  the  most  promineol 
points  in  it,  and  that  is  the  question  of  tiis 
revision  of  the  tariff.  I  know  that  there  an 
some  gentlemen  who  consider  that  this  step 
should  be  taken  by  the  Government  during  ths 
present  session ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  ajn  prepand 
to  take  this  stand :  that  the  Government  han 
undertaken  (k  great  and  important  duty  in  the 
question  of  reducing  oui  ei^>enditure,  and  Uiat, 
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if  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  carry  that  out, 
we  ^onld  be  endangering  the  doing  of  that  if 
we  insisted  too  strongly  on  getting  the  other. 
I  believe  if  we  were  to  try  to  force  the  hand 
of  tiie  Government  the  result  would  be  this : 
that  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  established 
that  severe  retrenchment  which  is  considered 
throughout  the  country  to  be  essential :  not  only 
diould  we  delay  the  inauguration  of  practiceJ 
financial  reform,  but,  by  not  giving  sufficient 
time  for  consideration  and  mature  deliberation 
of  the  tarifif,  we  should  fail  to  get  such  a  revi- 
sion as  would  be  permanent  and  suitable  for 
some  time  to  come.  I  meant  to  speak  with 
regard  to  mining,  but  I  will  simply  say  this : 
I  am  afraid  the  Minister  of  Mines  has  not  yet 
come  to  be  so  fully  alive  as  he  ought  to  be  to 
the  great  importance  of  vhe  development  of 
the  gold-mining  industry.  It  is  possible  that, 
with  a  little  more  knowledge  in  the  depart- 
ment which  he  now  administers,  he  may  take 
a  more  encouraging  view  in  regard  to  that 
matter.  I  have  indicated  some  points  on  which 
I  am  not  in  accord  with  the  Oovemment  policy. 
I  must  say  this :  that,  looked  at  as  a  whole, 
there  are  many  points  in  it  which  have  my 
entire  concurrence,  and  they  are  such  as  to 
warrant  my  giving  the  Government  a  general 
support. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Those  who  heard  the 
Financial  Statement  some  ten  days  ago  and 
who  followed  the  criticisms  both  without  the 
House  and  within  it  will  have  noted  the  wonder- 
ful dissimilarity  between  the  first  impressions 
created  by  the  Statement  and  those  which  deli- 
beration has  caused  members  of  the  House,  and 
even  critics  outside  the  House,  to  entertain  in 
xegurd  to  it.  The  reason,  I  think,  is  probably 
not  very  far  to  seek.  The  minds  of  the  people 
were  intent  upon  some  scheme  of  retrench- 
ment of  a  drastic  nature,  and  tbis  Statement 
seemed  to  catch  the  public  mind  in  that 
respect.  The  public  mind  was  caught  up 
and  for  the  time  was  satisfied  with  what  ap- 
peared to  be  sweeping  retrenchment.  People 
did  not  take  time  to  consider  whether  there 
was  really  any  good  basis  for  the  retrench- 
ment which  was  so  vaguely  but  confidently 
announced  in  the  Statement.  I  think  the 
procedure  in  this  case  sufficiently  indicates 
that  any  judgment  passed  on  the  Statement 
immediately  c^ter  it  was  delivered  was  likely  to 
be  somewhat  erroneous.  I  do  not  know  any 
member  of  this  House,  however  experienced, 
who  would  have  considered  that  he  was  justi- 
fied in  getting  up  within  an  hour  or  two  of  the 
delivery  of  the  Statement  and  either  approving 
it  or  condemning  it.  Indeed,  it  was  some  hours 
if  not  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  Statement 
before  the  tables,  extending  to  twice  the  length 
of  the  Statement  itself,  were  distributed,  and 
without  which  tables  it  was  not  possible  to 
miderstand  the  Statement  as  delivered  by  the 
Treasurer.  A  study  of  those  tables  could  not 
have  been  undertaken  under  some  days; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  a  study  of  those 
tables,  taken  with  the  Statement  itself,  shows 
that  the  Statement  is  quite  illusory  and  in 
fftct  deceptive.    It  is  no  policy  to  say  there  is 


to  be  retrenchment.  That  is  not  a  policy ;  that 
is  a  necessity ;  and  babies  in  finance  could  have 
announced,  as  this  Government  has  done,  that 
there  must  be  a  reduction  to  the  tune  of 
£800,000.  But  there  are  no  details  of  that,— 
not  even  in  the  tables  supplied  after  the  State- 
ment,— and  every  inquiry  that  has  since  been 
made  in  this  House  has  indicated  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  no  data  for  the  figures  which 
they  have  so  profusely  distributed  throughout 
the  Statement.  If  one  indication  more  than 
another  were  necessary  to  show  that  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  Financial  Statement  has 
induced  a  great  deal  of  doubt  and  disillusion 
it  is  the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  those 
honourable  members  who  are  understood  to 
support  the  Government.  In  the  go-as-you- 
please  sort  of  match  that  has  been  kept  up  by 
the  Government  supporters  criticism  has  been 
of  the  freest  kind,  and,  in  many  instances, 
very  damaging,  as  I  think,  to  the  Government. 
I  do  not  Imow  one  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  has  not  found  very  serious  fault 
with  important  parts  of  this  Statement.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  —  was  the 
most  unqualified  supporter  of  any  member  who 
has  spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and 
no  test  could  be  greater  than  that  which  he 
professed  himself  ready  to  apply  when  he  said 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Grovemment  in  asking  that  they  should  be 
allowed  a  free  hand  in  the  details  of  the 
retrenchment.  He  subscribed  to  this  passage 
in  the  Statement : — 

**  We  propose  to  take  one  vote  for  each  of 
the  classes  and  sums  mentioned  in  the  second 
column  of  the  Schedule  under  the  head  of 
'Annual  Appropriations,'  instead  of  following 
the  usual  course  of  taking  votes  for  the  several 
services  on  each  class." 

I  understand  the  honourable  gentleman  sub- 
scribes to  that  passage ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
there  is  no  passage  in  this  Statement  which 
the  Treasurer  would  not  have  rather  left  un- 
said and  unwritten  than  that  very  passage, 
which  strikes  at  the  rooc  of  the  privileges  of 
this  House — the  control  that  this  House  has 
always  had,  and,  I  believe,  will  continue  to 
maintain,  over  Supply.  Indeed,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Government  have  already  retired 
from  their  position  in  reference  to  this  an- 
nouncement, because,  although  we  heard  the 
Premier  passionately  assert  that  the  House 
must  show  every  confidence  in  him,  we  found, 
when  the  House  rose  against  such  a  proposition, 
the  Minister  of  Education  getting  up  and  con- 
tradicting him,  or,  rather,  unsaying  all  that  his 
chief  had  said ;  and  undoubtedly  no  majority 
in  this  House  is  servile  enough  to  adopt  such 
a  canon  of  government.  In  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
South  and  Suburbs,  so  far  as  I  could  hear 
them,  he  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
Government;  but  all  his  reasons  tended  the 
other  way.  He  gave  us  an  elaborate  disserta- 
tion on  education;  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Ponsonby  has  followed  in  his  we^e  on  the 
same  subject.    I  am  certainly  not  going  to 
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follow  them  in  the  figures  they  gave  of  the 
annual  cost.  What  I  say  is  that  there  are  no 
statistics  sufficiently  ascertained  on  which  this 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  saving  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  make  in  the  matter  of  education 
can  be  founded.  In  fact,  I  venture  to  say 
there  will  be  found  a  considerable  lack  of  child- 
ren between  the  ages  of  five  and  six  next  year, 
if  the  intentions  of  the  Government  are  carried 
out.  That,  however,  only  indicates  the  some- 
what tentative  and  restless  character  of  the 
scheme  of  retrenchment  the  present  Govern- 
ment intend  to  efiect.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  contrast  the 

? resent  Government  with  the  past  Government, 
had  trusted  that  we  should  have  no  recri- 
minations of  that  kind,  that  we  should  enter 
upon  a  new  task  and  should  address  our- 
selves to  the  work  which  is  before  us.  On 
that  point  I  would  remark  that  he  took  up  the 
old  ciy  that  we  must  have  retrenchment  before 
taxation.  And  I  ask  him,  what  is  the  position 
in  the  Financial  Statement  ?  It  is  this :  re- 
trenchment with  taxation ;  but  I  take  a  step 
further  and  say  it  is  retrenchment  with  taxa- 
tion before,  and  to  the  postponement  of,  the  pro- 
sperity necessary  to  support  the  retrenchment 
and  increased  taxation  which  are  sought  to  be 
thrown  upon  it.  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  criticisms 
made  by  the  last  two  speakers,  I  would  refer, 
first  of  all,  to  what  I  have  always  ventured  to 
think  is  a  somewhat  unconstitutional  reference 
in  the  Financial  Statement  to  certain  changes 
in  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Statement 
indicates  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  down  a  Bill  on  the  subject,  and  we  know 
that  in  another  place  a  resolution  was  pro- 

E)8ed  to  fix  the  number  of  members  of  the 
egislative  Council  at  one -half  that  of  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives.  Now,  Sir,  while  admitting  the  con- 
clusion of  those  who  have  thought  most  wisely 
on  the  subject,  that  a  bicameral  system  of 
Legislature  is  perhaps  the  best,  I  quite  dissent 
from  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ponsonby  when  he  indicated  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  should  be  appointed  on  some 
electoral  basis.  I  think  that  that  would  be 
disturbing  the  Constitution  which  we  have  now 
90  long  lived  under,  and  would  be  a  step  in  the 
wrong  direction.  The  power  of  this  House 
consists  in  its  being  a  representative  Chamber, 
and  that  power  would  be  weakened  and  limited 
and  lowered  if  the  other  Chamber  were  ap- 
pointed on  any  basis  of  election.  We  are  con- 
tent to  give  the  other  House  concessions  of 
dignity  and  importance,  but  only  as  aids  to 
cover  the  absence  of  that  ultimate  power  which 
reposes  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  The 
Legislative  Council  thus  stands  at  present  in 
undefined  importance  ;  but  were  we  to  give  the 
Council  an  elective  basis,  or  were  we  to  fix  its 
numbers,  we  should  put  it  beyond  that  control 
which,  in  some  crises  that  might  arise,  should 
exist,  and  make  it  practically  independent. 
The  subject  is  not  new ;  it  has  already 
been  discussed  by  older  countries.  I  think 
it  was  somewhere  in  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century  that  the  Peerage  Bill  was  intzo- 
Mr,  Hutchison 


duced  by  Lord  Sunderland  in  the  HouflA  of 
Lords,  and  withdrawn  by  the  King,  which  had 
the  same  object  as  that  indicated  in  the  re- 
solution proposed  in  another  place.  It  wu 
then  pointed  out  that  there  might  be  oettain 
difierences,  such  as  it  might  be  hoped  would 
never  occur  but  yet  were  not  impossible,  whoi 
opposition  might  harden  into  obstinacy,  sod 
obstinacy  deepen  with  prejudice,  until,  in  some 
crisis  of  antagonism  or  disagreement  between 
the  two  Houses,  there  would  be  no  solutiao 
but  some  convulsion  that  would  sweep  awaj 
many  cherished  institutions.  The  wisdom  of  the 
matter  comes  to  this :  that  the  Upper  Hoosb 
is  one  the  number  of  which  is  dependent  on 
this  House  through  the  Ministry  which  acti 
and  speaks  for  it;  and,  while  we  regard  ths 
Legislative  Council  with  feelings  of  high  re- 
spect, and  refer  to  it  as  perhaps  embraciag 
more  the  wealth  and  mind  of  the  coontiy 
than  does  this  democratic  Chamber,  still  ths 
IK>wer  must  remain  here,  as  the  House  directly 
representing  the  people,  to,  in  any  crisis  that 
might  occur,  appoint,  if  necessary,  a  number  ol 
members  to  swamp  the  other  Chamber.  So  mudi 
for  that.  There  is  another  subject  —  that  of 
Native  lands — which  the  honourable  memba 
for  Ponsonby  has  referred  to,  and  which  mi 
more  appropriately  dealt  with  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waipawa;  —  and  it  would 
seem  that  honourable  members  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  have  had  com- 
mitted to  their  charge  the  elucidation  and 
extension  of  certain  points  of  policy  contained 
in  the  Statement.  For  instance,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waipawa  was  good  enough  to 
explain  that  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
were  in  the  direction  of  allowing  individualisa- 
tion  of  Native  land.  I  can  find  no  indication 
of  that  in  the  Statement ;  but  no  doubt  iha 
honourable  gentleman  was  perfectly  justified  in 
forecasting  what  was  intended  by  the  Govern- 
ment; for  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
pawa is,  or  ought  to  be,  an  authority  on 
Native  matters.  But  I  think.  Sir,  speaking 
from  my  little  knowledge  of  Native  dealings 
in  land,  the  honourable  member  for  Ponsonby, 
while  striking  a  note  of  alarm  as  to  free-tnda 
in  Native  land,  did  not  realise  as  the  honocr- 
able  member  for  Waipawa  did  the  real  metn- 
ing  of  that  free-trade  under  individualisatjoa 
of  title.  I  venture  to  say  it  would  be,  on 
the  lines  thus  indicated  of  free-trade  in  land, 
a  very  grievous  error  indeed — one  that  could 
only  continue  between  the  end  of  one  session 
and  the  next.  The  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa  has  considerable  knowledge  of  deal- 
ings with  Native  lands.  In  the  report  of  his 
Honour  Mr.  Justice  Bichmond  with  reference 
to  certain  transactions  in  this  Island  theze 
are  statements  which  form  very  instructive 
reading ;  and,  when  the  time  comes  for  oonr 
sidering  the  Native  Lands  Bill  that  is  to  be 
introduced,  I  hope  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  the  report  of  the  evidence  that  was 
taken  and  the  remarks  of  his  Honour  the 
Judge  on  that  occasion.  They  will  derive  some 
amusement  from  the  perusal  of  these  reporti. 
They  will  see  how,  on  one  occasion,  a  gentleman 
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of  the  name  of  Tanner  and  another  of  the  name 
of  Hamlin  pursued  a  twenty-stone  Maori  up  a 
¥nllow-tree ;  how  the  Maori  remained  there  long 
enough  to  tire  his  pursuers,  and  then  got  down 
and  took  refuge  in  a  powder-magazine ;  and 
even  there  he  was  not  safe :  he  was  run  down 
at  last,  and  he  capitulated  merely  beoause  he 
was  tired  out.  There  is  no  sort  of  security  that 
in  the  free-trade  in  land  things  of  this  sort  will 
not  be  enacted  over  again.  In  fact,  there  is 
a  probability  that  they  will  not  only  be  re- 
peated, but  that  such  instances  will  be  multi- 
plied to  a  considerable  extent ;  because  at 
the  time  of  such  exciting  chases  as  that  on 
the  East  Goast  the  blocks  of  land  were  in  the 
names  of  some  ten  Natives,  although  wo  all 
know  that  these  ten  were  intended  to  be  trus- 
tees, and  represented  some  hundreds  of  others, 
many  of  whom  never  saw  any  part  of  the  con- 
aideration-money.  Now,  under  the  new  dispen- 
sation intended,  every  one  of  those  hundreds 
will  have  his  independent  title,  and  no  doubt 
when  the  time  comes  experienced  agents  and 
interpreters,  and  those  who  have  had  such 
considerable  experience  of  the  chase  for  sig- 
natories when  there  are  only  trustees,  will 
adapt  their  procedure  to  the  change,  and  trans- 
actions will  take  place  in  this  Island  such  as 
have  never  been  heard  of  before.  While  it 
is  desirable  that  the  present  somewhat  over- 
strung restriction  should  be  relaxed,  still  there 
is  danger  of  passing  to  the  other  extreme,  to 
which,  I  gather,  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  go ;  and  I  think  when  the  time  comes  for 
dealing  with  this  question  of  Native  lands  it 
will  behove  honourable  members  generally,  and 
those  from  the  Middle  Island  especially,  to  look 
carefully  into  the  matter,  and  see  that  they  are 
not  delivering  the  unfortunate  Natives  of  this 
Island  into  the  hands  of  worse  than  sharks. 
There  is  one  aspect  of  the  Financial  Statement 
that  I  wish  to  refer  to  as  bearing  upon  the  local 
bodies ;  and  the  gravity  of  the  announcements 
in  the  Statement  in  this  respect  is,  I  venture 
to  think,  not  realised.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  North,  experienced  as  he 
is  in  finance,  made  a  mistake,  I  believe,  in  the 
amount  of  reduction  to  be  made  in  the  oon- 
tributions  to  local  bodies.  In  the  Financial 
Statement  there  is  this  passage  dealing  with 
subsidies  to  local  bodies : — 

"  These  subsidies,  under  existing  arrange- 
ments, have  f^ways  been  regarded  by  every 
one  acquainted  with  our  real  linancial  position 
as  a  most  precarious  source  of  revenue  to  the 
local  bodies  ;  and  the  late  Government,  no 
doabt  with  much  regret,  proposed  to  Parlia- 
ment to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  subsidies 
paid  last  year  by  one-half  for  the  current 
year." 

Now,  the  amount  of  subsidies  payable  to 
local  bodies  under  "  The  Local  Bodies'  Finance 
and  Powers  Act,  1885,"  was  £150,000  a  year, 
half  of  which  came  from  consolidated  revenue 
and  half  from  the  loan  fund.  The  Statement 
then  goes  on  to  say,  *'  And  I,  Sir,  also  with 
much  regret,  have  now  to  make  a  similar  pro- 
posal on  behalf  of  the  present  Government." 
Asd  here  I  should  remark  that,  if  we  take  the 


Statement  literally,  it  would  indicate  that  the 
present  Government  are  prepared  to  contmue 
to  give  the  same  amount  of  assistance  to  the 
local  bodies  for  the  current  year  as  the  late 
Government  gave  for  last  year ;  but  I  think 
I  shall  show  that  that  will  not  be  done.  The 
Statement  then  goes  on,  **  We  hope  to  be  in 
a  position  to  continue  them  at  the  same  rate 
next  year  if  Parlian'.  ;it  shall  see  fit."  Now, 
as  I  have  stated,  the  amount  available  for 
local  bodies  under  the  Act  of  1885  was  £150,000 
a  year;  but,  owing  to  all  the  claims  by  local 
bodies  not  coming  forward  in  the  financial 
year,  it  had  been  found  that,  taking  one  year 
with  another,  the  amount  required  to  be  ad- 
vanced has  been  only  £110,000  a  year,  the 
balance  of  £40,000  being  carried  forward,  but 
still  a  liability.  Now,  the  honourable  member, 
for  Ghristchurch  North,  turning  to  page  12  of 
the  tables  accompanying  the  Financial  State- 
ment, looked  at  the  second  column  and  found 
there  that  in  the  revised  estimates  for  the 
current  year  £55,000  was  sot  dovm  on  this 
account ;  and  looking  at  the  next  column,  the 
revised  estimates  for  twelve  months  after  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  proposals  of  the  Govei*nment» 
he  found  the  amount  was  £32,000,  and  he  de- 
ducted the  £32,000  from  the  £55,000  and  found 
a  remainder  of  £23,000 ;  he  then  added  to  that 
£23,000  an  equal  amoimt,  assuming  that  the 
equivalent  of  the  £23,000  taken  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  would  be  taken  from  the  loan  fund, 
as  before,  and,  adding  the  two  together,  he 
made  the  total  £46,000  to  go  to  the  local  bodies 
in  the  current  year.  But  careful  examination  of 
these  tables  shows  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  North  fell  into  an  error.  The 
sum  stands  thus :  Last  year  £150,000  was  avail- 
able under  the  Local  Bodies*  Finance  Act,  and 
under  the  revised  estimates  for  this  year  only 
£32,000  is  available.  I  may  now  resume  my 
reading  of  this  passage :  '*  But  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  after  the  present  year  these  subsidies 
should  be  charged  wholly  upon  revenue."  So 
there  is  no  equivalent  of  this  £32,000  to  come 
from  loan;  there  is  only  this  amount  from 
the  consolidated  revenue,  the  difEerence  being 
£118,000.  That  is  the  difEerence  this  change 
will  mdan  to  the  local  bodies  of  the  colony.  Or, 
if  we  take  it  at  £110,000  as  being  the  amount 
accruing  for  payment  within  the  financial  year 
— that  is  not  the  true  amount,  which  is  £150,000 
OS  I  have  said — ^we  have  still  the  amount  of 
£78,000  suddenly  withdrawn  from  the  local 
bodies.  Then,  it  is  elsewhere  announced  that 
the  Grown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act  is  to 
be  repealed.  The  Government  have  been  pay- 
ing the  local  bodies  £34,000  as  rates  on  Grown 
lands  and  £10,000  on  Native  lands ;  so  there  is 
an  addition  of  £44,000  to  the  amount  by  which 
the  revenue  of  local  bodies  is  to  be  reduced;  or 
altogether  a  total  of  £162,000  to  be  suddenly 
withdrawn  from  the  local  bodies  of  this  colony. 
Sir,  what  does  this  mean  ?  The  Golonial 
Treasurer  refers  to  this  as  a  saving ;  but  it  is 
only  a  saving  to  the  Gonsolidated  Fund.  It  is 
a  direct  tax  upon  the  ratepayers  and  the  local 
bodies.  It  is  more:  it  is  a  land-tax  without 
one  redeeming  feature.    There  is  not  a  penny 
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of  exomption;  it  is  a  tax  which  must  be  levied 
by  increased  rates  upon  the  smallest  holddr  and 
tiller  of  the  land;  whether  he  is  making  any 
profit  in  the  year  or  not.  It  is  a  direct  first 
mortgage  on'  his  land,  taking  precedence  even 
of  the  registered  charges ;  and  in  that  sense  it  is 
a  class  tax  of  the  very  worst  description.  Yet 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  comes  down  before  the 
coimtry  and  launches  the  statement  that  this 
ifi  retrenchment.  Sir,  it  is  simply  taxing  a 
class  of  the  community,  and  taxing  it,  too, 
in  a  manner  so  as  to  hear  upon  those  who, 
if  not  the  bone  and  sinew,  are  certainly,  the 
lifeblood,  of  the  colony.  Nor  is  that  all  as  far 
as  it  affects  the  farmers  and  settlers  of  New 
Zealand.  This  proposal  to  increase  the  pro- 
perty-tax most  directly  and  increasingly  affects 
them.  We  are  told  that  £65,000  is  to  be  raised 
by  the  increase  of  the  property- tax.  Now,  that 
must  fall  most  heavily  upon  real  estate,  and 
certainly,  with  reference  to  this  property-tax, 
there  could  be  no  more  significant  distinction 
between  the  different  classes  of  property  referred 
to  as  real  and  personal.  The  only  property  in 
New  Zealand  that  really  pays  taxation  is  land. 
The  property-tax  is  a  most  delusive  tax ;  those 
running  the  warehouses,  stores,  and  premises  in 
the  big  cities  of  New  Zealand  have  always  bills 
current  and  floating  debts,  so  that  very  few  pay 
any  property-tax  at  all.  But  the  poor  farmer 
has  land  which  he  cannot  away  with,  even 
if  he  wished:  it  is  there  and  certain  to  be  found 
when  the  assessor  comes  round.  Now,  out  of 
the  27,826  property-tax  payers  in  the  colony, 
26,178  own  property  worth  under  £5,000,  and  if 
we  were  to  try  to  ascertain  the  average  value 
of  the  property  owned  by  these  it  would  pro- 
bably be  found  to  be  about  £3,000,  the  fair 
yearly  value  of  which  would  be  some  £200. 
Now,  these  25,000  out  of  the  whole  number  of 
27,000  are  the  taxpayers  on  which  this  increase 
of  the  property-tax  will  most  heavily  fall.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  other  2,000  will  pay 
more  in  the  aggregate  than  the  25,000;  but 
that  is  not  the  point.  They  are  better  able 
to  pay  it  than  those  whose  income  does  not 
exceed  about  £200  a  year.  Sir,  this  Finan- 
cial Statement  is  a  message  of  despair  to  the 
settlers  of  New  Zealand.  And  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done  in  place  of  what  is  taken  from  the 
local  bodies  ?  We  are  told,  forsooth,  that  Na- 
tive lands  are  going  to  pay  taxes.  What  does 
that  mean  ?  Already  Native  lands  are  taxed, 
80  far  as  local  bodies  are  concerned.  Every 
block  of  Native  land  within  five  miles  of  a  road 
open  to  horse  traffic  is  liable  to  be  rated  ;  only 
the  rates  at  present,  from  want  of  some  one 
who  can  be  made  to  pay  them,  are  '*  stuck  up," 
and  the  local  bodies  get  them  advanced  from 
the  Land  Fund.  Nevertheless,  the  amount  is 
paid  in  respect  of  these  Native  lands,  and  the 
total  affords  a  very  good  criterion  of  what  this 
boon  of  rating  Native  land  will  give  the  local 
bodies.  It  will  give  them,  nominally,  £10,000 
a  year,  as  against  £162,000  taken  from  them, 
which  must  be  made  up  by  a  special  class  tax 
on  land.  With  regard  to  this  subject  of  Native 
lands,  this  very  curious  passage  occurs  in  the 
Statement :  **  The  Maori,  on  the  one  hand,  will 
Mr,  Hutchison 


be  liable  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  as  his  fellow- 
subject  of  the  European  race  is."  Now,  it  be- 
hoves the  Native  members  present  to  consider 
what  this  means.  The  Natives  are  to  be  called 
on  not  only  to  pay  rates  on  their  pzoperfey 
directly  to  the  local  bodies,  but  they  are  to  pay 
taxes,  and  if  that  has  any  meaning  at  all  it 
means  that  they  are  going  to  be  made  to  pay 
property-tax.  The  Property-tax  Act  of  1S79 
exempts  all  Maoris;  bat  now  they  are  going 
to  be  put  on  an  equality  with  their  European 
brethren :  it  means  that  the  Maoris  will  for  the 
future  have  to  pay  property-tax.  Now,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  it  is  an  improper  step;  but  still 
the  Maori  members  ought  to  know  what  this 
Financial  Statement  means  to  their  people; 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  Maori  memben 
represent  the  matter  in  the  proper  quarter 
and  in  the  proper  way,  they  will  receiTc  an 
assurance,  as  other  members  have  reoeived  in 
other  circumstances,  that  it  does  not  mean 
anything  at  all,  and  that  if  it  does  not  suit  it 
can  be  altered.  But  here  is  the  propoeal  in 
the  meantime.  The  Maori  is  to  get  the  privi- 
lege of  being  able  to  sell  his  land  as  ho  chooses 
— which  is  another  way  of  saying  **  to  sell  as 
other  people  choose" — and  he  is  to  have  the 
privilege  of  paying  property-tax.  The  passage 
in  the  Statement  then  goes  on, — 

**  He  will  be  permitted  to  deal  with  bis 
lands  as  freely  as  a  European  after  the  Grown 
title  has  been  obtained,  except  to  this  extent: 
that  he  will  be  compelled  to  retain  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  land  for  the  maintenance  of 
himself  and  his  family." 

I  desire  to  point  out  what  this  means  to  the 
local  bodies.  Between  the  rivers  Turakina  and 
Patea,  on  the  West  Coast,  there  is  a  tract  of 
country  perhaps  as  illustrative  of  the  matter 
as  any  other  tract  in  the  country,  and  there 
I  say  that  under  this  provision  not  £5  in  rates 
will  be  collected  in  a  year ;  whereas  at  present 
the  amount  paid  by  the  Crown  in  respect  of 
Native  land  is  £500  a  year.  Under  this  pnrri- 
sion  I  do  not  believe  £5  will  be  collected  in  a 
year,  for  this  reason:  All  lands  the  Katives 
can  deal  with  they  have  leased  or  sold,  and 
consequently  these  lands  are  taxed  throu^ 
the  European  occupiers.  The  only  lands  the 
Natives  retain  are  their  pas  and  a  few  acres 
surrounding  them  where  they  live  and  cul- 
tivate small  patches,  mostly  in  maize  and 
potatoes.  But  these  lands  are  to  be  pro- 
tected, and  if  that  means  anything  it  means 
that  they  are  to  be  protected  against  rat»; 
for,  if  the  land  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
Maoris,  it  means  that  they  cannot  be  touched 
in  default  of  paying  the  rates.  The  result  will 
be  that  the  local  bodies  will  have  a  very  barren 
legacy  indeed  in  respect  to  this  solatium  in  lien 
of  the  direct  taxation  which  is  placed  upon 
them.  There  is  only  one  other  subject  I  will 
trouble  the  House  with  on  this  occasion- 
namely,  the  tariff.  The  honourable  member 
for  Ponsonby,  who  has  just  spoken  on  that  sab- 
ject,  and  other  Auckland  members  are  perfectly 
sincere  in  their  wish  to  have  this  matter  of  tiie 
Customs  tariff  dealt  with ;  but  I  think  they  an 
too  credulous  in  accepting  the  assurance  of  the 
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Premier  that  this  matter  will  be  dealt  with 
next  year — I  mean  in  the  direction  that  these 
honourable  members  expect ;  because,  if  there 
is  any  sense  at  all  in  the  assurance  they  have 
obtained,  it  is  an  assurance  that  the  tariff  will 
be  revised  in  the  interest  of  colonial  indus- 
tries, and  that  necessarily  some  of  the  items 
will  be  increased.  Yet  the  Premier  cannot  be 
faithful  to  these  members  if  he  is  also  true  to 
some  others  who  are  supporting  him.  He  is  in 
this  dilemma :  He  must  be  false— speaking,  of 
course,  in  a  strictly  Pickwickian  sense — to  one 
or  other  of  the  two  sections  of  his  supporters. 
I  will  give  an  instance  of  what  I  mean.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  a  supporter 
of  the  present  Ministry,  when  before  the  elec- 
tors, is  reported  thus : — 

"Mr.  Bruce  said  Major  Atkinson  was  not 
a  Free-trader ;  but  before  leaving  Wellington, 
being  anxious  to  know  exactly  .whom  he  was 
going  to  follow  if  returned,  he  put  it  to  Major 
Atkinson  :  *Now,'  he  said  to  the  latter,  *  I  can- 
not follow  you  on  the  Protectionist  ticket.  I 
must  have  a  promise  from  you  that  you  will 
not  be  in  favour  of  any  increase  of  duty.' 
Major  Atkinson  replied,  *  I  will  give  you  my 
promise.* " 

Now,  is  the  Colonial  Treasurer  going  to  keep 
his  promise  to  the  honourable  member  for 
liangitikei,  or  is  he  going  to  keep  his  promise 
to  the  honourable  members  from  Auckland? 
He  cannot  do  both.  At  present  he  is  staving 
off  the  inevitable,  which  is,  that  he  must  break 
faith  with  one  or  the  other.  For  that  reason 
I  think  honourable  members  from  the  North 
are  too  credulous.  It  is  possible  that  they  are 
perfectly  genuine  in  their  desire  not  to  make 
this  a  party  question  in  the  sense  that  they 
do  not  wish  to  displace  the  gentlemen  who  at 

? resent  occupy  the  Government  benches  ;  but 
ask  honourable  members  from  the  North  to 
consider  that  this  question  must  become  a 
party  question.  It  will  be  the  only  party  ques- 
tion for  some  time  to  come;  and  the  sooner 
they  come  to  the  conclusion  the  better,  though 
it  may  not  be  this  session,  that  they  must 
reconcile  themselves  to  the  fact  that  they  must 
take  their  side  irrespective  of  who  sit  on  those 
benches.  As  to  the  members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, I  am  sure  that  they  are  not  eager  or 
anxious  or  in  any  way  desirous  for  office,  but 
are  prepared  to  stand  aside  if  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say  upon  this  subject,  except  that 
I  am  sure  the  Premier,  whenever  he  may  be 
called  upon  to  explain  these  contradictions  in 
the  matter  of  his  views,  will  be  able  to  find  in 
some  of  his  previous  statements  justification 
for  what  he  has  said  on  either  side.  He  is  the 
chameleon  politician  of  New  Zealand.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  he  cannot  assume  any  posi- 
tion which  he  cannot  defend  by  some  reasons 
Sreviously  given.  Such  is  an  advantage,  no 
oubt ;  but  there  is  this  commentary  on  it : 
that  there  is  no  position  he  can  take  up  that 
will  not  necessitate  by  so  doing  the  abandon- 
ment of  some  other. 

Mr.  MAGABTHUB.— I  listened  with  great 
pleasure  and  attention  to  the  speech  delivered 


by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
North.  I  say  "  with  great  pleasure,"  for  this 
reason:  that  it  is  evident  to  me  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  very  much 
nusrepresented  in  the  past  throughout  the 
country.  That  honourable  gentleman  haa 
always  seemed  to  desire  borrowing,  and  has 
always  been  considered  rather  extravagant  in 
spending — in  fact,  he  has  always  been  inclined 
to  do  what,  in  private  life,  is  Imown  as  "  going 
the  pace ; "  but,  from  the  tone  of  his  address 
the  other  night,  it  is  evident  that  he  has  been 
misrepresented.  The  whole  scope  of  his  speech 
showed  him  to  be  a  man  essentially  economical 
and  opposed  to  borrowing.  Now,  this  is  a 
matter  which  requires  some  explanation,  and 
I  may  say  I  have  puzzled  myself  very  much 
to  ascertain  how  it  is  that  he  is  so  virtuous 
when  he  is  in  opposition,  and  yet,  when  in 
office,  gained  so  great  a  reputation  for  ex- 
travagance. I  think  it  must  be  evident  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  when  in  office,  was 
overborne  by  pressure  from  his  colleagues. 
He,  being  of  a  weak  and  impressionable  nature, 
must  have  been  overborne  and  led  away,  for 
his  naturally  economical  proclivities  would 
never  have  allowed  him,  if  left  to  himself,  to 
make  the  proposals  which  he  did  make  when 
in  power.  We  heard  a^i^ood  deal  in  1884  about 
"  Vogel  with  the  brake  on,"  and  the  Premier 
in  the  late  Government  was  supposed  to  be 
the  "  brake ;  "  but  I  think  it  is  now  quite 
evident  that  what  we  did  have  was  **  Vogel 
with  the  blinkers  on,"  and  that  he  was  led 
by  some  of  his  colleagues  into  a  course  of 
extravagance  which  he  would  never  have  fol- 
lowed of  his  own  motion.  There  is  another 
matter  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
seems  to  have  been  misrepresented.  He  has 
been  called  a  "democratic  Tory."  That  is 
the  term  which  his  late  colleague,  the  ex- 
Minister  of  Lands,  applied  to  him.  I  do  not 
know  what  kind  of  a  politician  a  democratic 
Tory  is,  but  I  suppose  that,  as  his  late  col- 
league, who  knows  him  so  well,  has  applied  the 
term,  it  is  applied  correctly.  And  the  honour- 
able member  for  St.  Albans  also  tells  us,  in 
musically  rhythmical  tones,  after  dwelling 
upon  a  number  of  democratic  things  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North  has 
done,  that  a  man  who  had  proved  himself  a 
Democrat  in  so  many  ways  was  Democrat 
enough  for  him — a  Democrat  of  the  Demo- 
crats, representing  the  democratic  side  of  a 
democratic  constituency.  It  appears  peculiar 
to  me  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  been  so  greatly  misrepresented  on  these 
two  points  throughout  the  country.  We  know 
that  when  he  came  into  office  in  1884  it  was 
supposed  that  he  came  here  rather  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  what  I  may  call  the  "  propertied 
classes" — ^banks,  companies,  and  other  institu- 
tions which  do  not  exactly  represent  the  wishes 
of  the  democratic  side  of  the  population  of  the 
colony.  He  had  a  few  things  on  hand  such 
as  the  district  railways  and  other  matters  of 
that  kind,  and  almost  his  very  first  action  on 
taking  office  was  to  reduce  the  property-tax  by 
one-half,  an  aotion  which  could  scarcely  bie 
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ealled  democratic.  No  doubt  there  were  many 
ehanges  in  1885-86,  and  they  cuhninated  last 
■ession  by  the  honourable  member  proposing  a 
graduated  property  -  tax,  a  policy  which  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  described  as 
democratic,  and  which,  I  think,  most  people 
will  agree  was  quite  foreign  to  the  supposed 
tendencies  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  North.  Beferring  more  particu- 
larly to  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech, 
I  fmd  that  he  told  the  House  that  he  had 
saved  to  the  colony  during  his  term  of  office 
something  like  £750,000  of  taxation  by  his 
operation  on  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  I  say 
that  his  operation  on  the  Sinking  Fund  in  1884 
prevented  us  from  facing  three  years  ago  the 
difficulty  that  we  have  to  face  now.  If  the  Go- 
vernment then  had  not  been  able  to  get  hold  of 
that  £250,000  per  annum  and  put  it  into  the 
revenue  we  should  have  been  brought  face  to 
to  face  with  the  question  of  retrenchment  long 
ago,  and  should  have  had  to  deal  with  the 
question  under  far  more  favourable  circum- 
stances than  are  now  surrounding  us.  But 
what  was  the  use  of  the  operation  ?  He  bor- 
rowed a  sum  equivalent  to  the  amount  formerly 
paid  on  account  of  the  colonial  debt,  and,  after 
borrowing  this  sum,  ho  spent  it.  That  is  not 
a  reduction  of  the  taxation,  and  there  was  no 
reduction  of  the  taxation  except  that  the 
property-tax  was,  as  I  have  said,  reduced  by 
one-half,  and  that  was  a  reduction  altogether 
in  the  interest  of  the  propertied  classes — the 
classes  to  which,  as  a  Tory-Democrat,  this 
honourable  gentleman  was  supposed  to  be 
opposed,  like  his  friend  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans.  There  was  a  great  deal 
covered  by  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  have  to  hurry  over  a  great  many 
of  the  points  on  which  I  might  lay  more  stress ; 
but  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  ex-Trea- 
surer's criticisms  of  the  Budget  proposals  of 
the  Government  are  altogether  fallacious. 
First  of  all  he  pointed  out  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed — but  let  me  read  his  words  :— 

"  Let  me  show  how  the  honourable  gentle- 
man deals  with  this  year's  expenditure.  In 
doing  BO  I  will  omit  the  Land  Fund  Account, 
for  it  involves  questions  of  special  policy.  Our 
estimates,  exclusive  of  Land  Fund  expendi- 
ture, were  £4,088,804:  he  adds  to  them,  for 
services  insufficiently  provided,  £75,908;  he 
then  deducts  from  them  on  our  behalf  or  his — 
it  is  difficult  to  say  which— £46,817 ;  then  he 
takes  off  reductions  on  his  own  account  amount- 
ing to  £56,000,  and  brings  out  the  result  of 
£4,062,895,  or  £26,409  less  than  our  original 
estimates." 

That  would  make  it  appear  that  all  that  the 
present  Govenmient  had  done  by  the  retrench- 
ment policy  was  to  reduce  the  expenditure  by 
£26,000  as  compared  with  the  original  estimate's 
of  the  Stout- Vogel  Government ;  but  he  forgets 
altogether  to  take  into  account  the  supple- 
mentary estimates,  amounting  to  £75,000, 
which,  if  added  to  the  amount  of  savings, 
would  make  it  over  £100,000  as  between  him 
and  the  present  Government.  Then  he  goes 
«i  to  say,  *'  I  will  convince  honourable  mem- 
Jiff.  MacaHhwr 


bera  that  we  would  have  made  Uiger  sairin^ 
this  year."  There  is  a  clever  juggle  here  which 
is  likely  to  impose  not  only  upon  new  membezSt 
but  upon  old  members,  unless  they  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  look  into  the  figures  pretty 
closely,  so  as  to  estimate  the  exact  staite  of 
the  case.  Before  going  through  the  figures  I 
will  describe  what  the  honourable  gentlemaji's 
operation  is.  We  will  suppose  a  business  is 
being  carried  on  at  an  annual  expenditure  of 
£200,000  a  year.  Of  that  £200,000,  £80.000  U 
spent  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  the 
balance  during  the  second  half.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  six  months  the  head  of  the  firm 
dismisses  the  manager  who  has  spent  the  inll 
£80,000,  and  takes  on  a  new  manager,  who  in 
the  next  six  months  in  ordinary  course  spends 
£120,000.  The  old  manager  states  his  ease 
thus :  "  If  you  had  left  me  in  office  I  should  have 
done  your  work  for  £160,000,  because,  see,  I 
have  carried  on  your  business  for  six  months 
for  £80,000 ;  and  I  would  have  done  the  isame 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  making  £160,000 
for  the  year,  as  against  £200,000  which  yon 
have  spent  owing  to  your  new  manager."  That 
is  precisely  the  case  put  forward  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North.  He  says* 
'*  When  we  left  office  we  had  only  spent  so  mnch, 
and  if  you  had  left  us  in  office  we  should  only 
have  spent  so  much  in  the  remaining  part  ol 
the  year" — showing,  as  he  says,  a  considerable 
saving  on  what  Government  propose  to  spend. 
He  allows  to  the  Government  half  the  amount 
of  the  supplementary  estimates— not  a  very 
large  concession  as  against  the  difierenoe  be^ 
tween  the  two  half-years'  expenditure.  Bat 
having  given  the  illustration,  I  will  now  give 
the  figures.    He  says, — 

"In  order  that  honourable  members  may 
judge  of  the  probabilities  of  the  year,  I  will  a^ 
their  attention  to  the  results  of  the  first  six 
months.  I  must,  however,  point  out  that 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year  there  is 
generallv  larger  expenditure.  This  is  partly 
caused  by  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
supplementary  expenditure  comes  in  for  pay- 
ment during  the  second  half,  and  that  there  is 
a  tendency  to  postpone  payments  the  first  half 
in  order  to  accumulate  the  large  item  for  in- 
terest payable  towards  the  end  of  October.  But 
I  shall  place  the  whole  supplementary  expen- 
diture to  the  second  half,  and  I  think  that  the 
margin  of  saving  which  the  whole  year  will  dis- 
close on  this  basis  will  be  recognised  as  much 
in  excess  of  the  amount  of  the  unequal  pay- 
ments between  the  two  half-years.  For  the  six 
months  ending  on  the  80th  September,  1887, 
we  saved  in  erpenditure  on  the  annual  appro- 
priations— exclusive  of  the  Land  Fund  and  not 
including  the  permanent  charges — as  compared 
with  the  six  months  ending  on  the  90th  Sep- 
tember of  the  previous  year,  no  less  a  sum  than 
£77,799." 

Well,  that  goes,  I  may  say,  for  very  little, 
because,  of  course,  what  they  saved  as  against 
1886  were  simply  non-recurrent  items,  which 
they  had  not  to  pay  in  1887 ;  and  they  saved 
also  on  the  first  six  months.  As  to  the  votes 
brought  down,  the  ex-Treasurer  says, — 
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'*  We  saved  also  for  the  fiist  six  months  of 
this  year  on  the  same  annual  appropriations — 
as  represented  by  the  votes  we  brought  down 
for  tne  year's  expenditure  —  no  less  than 
£93.866." 

I  noay  say  that  statement  is  also  inoorrect 
to  the  extent  of  about  £10,000,  because  the 
Totes  the  late  Government  brought  down  were 
reducible  by  the  amount  of  £20,000  which  they 
were  going  to  deduct  from  the  salaries  of  the 
Civil  Servants.  Half  of  that  amount  would 
belong  to  the  first  half  of  the  year,  as  the  whole 
saving  is  for  the  year;  so  that,  instead  of  its 
being  £96,866,  it  would  properly  be  £86,866. 
Then,  he  says, — 

**  This  was  not  a  saving  at  the  rate  per  year, 
bat  the  actual  saving  on  the  half-year's  expen- 
diture as  compared  with  half  the  votes,  so  that 
it  was  a  saving  at  the  rate  of  £186,782  per 
Annum.  But,  as  I  have  said,  the  first  half  is 
generally  the  less,  and  these  votes  did  not  re- 
present the  supplementary  expenditure." 

Now,  I  have  shown  the  fallacy  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  committed  in  doubling 
the  lesser  expenditure  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year  and  then  taking  it  as  the  expenditure  for 
the  whole  year  and  comparing  it  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  present  Government  for  the 
last  six  months,  when  they  had  to  incur  the 
larger  expenditure,  as  he  himself  admits  was 
the  case  last  year.  He  then  takes  what  he 
oalls  "another  view,"  and  adds  in  the  per- 
manent charges.    He  says, — 

••  I  will  therefore  take  another  view ;  but  I 
am  still  dealing  with  the  annual  appropriations 
exclusive  of  those  of  the  Land  Fund,  and  ex- 
olnsive  of  permanent  charges. 
**  Our  expenditure  for  the  half-year         £ 
was  £938,665,  which  represents 
for  the  whole  year    ..  ..    1,877,330 

Then  I  add  what  the  present 
Government  says  are  services 
insufficiently  provided,  which 
would  have  taken  the  shape  of 
supplementary  estimates       ..        41,908 

Leaving  the  proposed  expenditure 

of  the  late  Government  . .  1 ,  919 ,  288 

For  the  same  purposes,  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  present  Go- 
vernment (after  deducting  the 
amount  of  £56,000,  which  they 
say  they  propose  to  save  on 
these  appropriations)  amounts 

to 2,016,986 

Showing  a  less  expenditure  on  the 

part  of  the  late  Government  of  £97,747" 
Thieit  is  working  the  same  juggle  over  again. 
He  then  goes  on  to  criticize  a  portion  of  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  cannot  suppose  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  understand  the 
figures,  but,  if  he  does  understand  them,  he  is 
certainly  misrepresenting  them.    He  says, — 

**  Honourable  members  may  thus  see  that, 
without  the  further  savings  we  proposed,  we 
should  have  come  out  better  on  the  annual 
Appropriations  than  the  Grovemment  now  indi- 
cate tney  expect  to  do.  The  whole  thing  is  a 
trick,  worked  out  by  using  the  savings  almost 
iAVfyciably  made  on  the  votes." 


Now,  Sir,  that  last  expression,  which  is 
quoted  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
The  whole  thing  is  a  trick  on  his  part,  worked 
speech,  expresses  exactly  what  he  has  done, 
by  showing  the  savings  from  non-recurring 
votes  and  utilising  the  difEorence  between  the 
two  halves  of  the  year  in  order  to  make  his 
expenditure  seem  less.    He  says,  then, — 

"  I  will  now  take  a  view  of  the  whole  ex- 
penditure, including  permanent  charges — be- 
fore I  only  took  the  appropriations — ^but  exclu- 
sive still  of  the  Land  Fund. 
*'  Our  half-year's  expenditure  under  £ 

these  heads  up  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember was  £1,966,403,  equal 
for  a  year  to  ..  ..      3,932,806 

The  Gkmount  the  Government  say 
we  insufficiently  provided  for 
all  these  services  is  . .  . .  75,909 

Total  proposed  expenditure  of  the 

late  Government,  exclusive  of    

Land  Fund..  ..  ..    £4,008,715 

The  proposed  expenditure  of  the 
present  Government,  with  all 
economies  given  in,  is  . .      4,062,895 

Which  is  an  excess  over  the  late    

Government's  of       . .  . .         £53,680 

*'  Besides  that,  £75,909  is  added  to  the  last 
half-year,  making,  together  with  the  difference, 
close  on  £130,000  for  the  extra  expenditure  on 
the  second  half-year,  and  exclusive  of  the 
economies  we  had  in  view  with  the  consent  of 
Parliament ;  whilst  the  economies,  or  alleged 
or  promised  economies,  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  deducted  from  their  anticipated  ex- 
penditure." 

The  same  reasoning,  which  I  need  not  go 
over  again,  applies  to  this.  I  will  pass  on  to 
what  he  says  about  the  Premier  having  ex- 
aggerated the  character  of  the  deficit  of  this 
and  last  year : — 

"  Before  turning  to  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posed retrenchments,  I  may  again  say  the 
Treasurer  puts  an  exaggerated  character  on 
the  deficits  of  this  and  last  year.  The  deficit 
last  year  was  £92,293.  He  wishes  to  add  the 
deficit  of  the  Land  Fund  to  it,  but  he  is  going 
to  borrow  it,  as  indeed  we  proposed  to  do. 
Then  he  makes  oat  a  deficit  for  this  year  of 
£829,888,  although  in  the  same  breath  he  says 
it  is  to  be  less  by  £59,417,  which  he  proposes  to 
save." 

Any  one  who  goes  through  the  tables  will  see 
that  the  £329,888  of  the  original  account  and 
the  £59,417  make  up  the  total  deficit— £389,305 
— which  would  have  accrued  if  the  expenditure 
had  gone  on  under  the  system  pursued  by  the 
late  Gk)vomment.  Then,  on  page  14  of  the 
Financial  Statement  it  is  clearly  shown  how, 
by  the  increase  of  the  property-tax  and  the 
savings  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  this 
deficit  would  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of  £253,000. 
Then,  the  ex-Treasurer  adds,  in  reference  to 
the  saving, — 

**  Again,  he  says  there  is  to  be  a  deficit  of 
Land  Fund  of  £59,417,  although  he  declares 
he  will  make  it  £15,000  less." 
There  is  a   deficit  of  Land  Fund  to  thift 
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amount,  and  the  £15,000  is  accounted  for  in 
the  £71,000  of  savings  which  the  Government 
propose  to  make  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  Does  the  member  for  Christchurch 
North  want  to  count  the  £15,000  over  twice  ? 
Now,  the  whole  thing  is  a  juggle  of  figures,  an 
attempt  really  to  do  what  I  have  said — to  show 
less  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, simply  because  they  had  the  part  of  the 
year  in  which  it  is  cheaper  to  work.  It  is  really 
•amusing  to  note  the  perfect  horror  of  the  honour- 
able member  when  he  says  the  present  Premier 
proposes  to  make  up  the  deficit  by  borrowing,  a 
proposal  he  never  could  have  made.  Why,  what 
proposal  did  the  honourable  gentleman  make, 
I  think  it  was,  in  1886,  to  pay  off  the  deficit 
of  1883-84  ?  He  said  that  short-dated  deben- 
tures would  have  to  be  issued,  and  that  possibly 
they  might  be  paid  off  in  the  course  of  time. 
We  all  know  what  issuing  short-dated  deben- 
tures means — that  it  results  in  the  whole  debt 
being  funded,  and  that  the  £150,000  is  now  as 
much  a  part  of  our  permanent  debt  as  any 
other  part  of  our  stock  held  in  the  Old  Country. 
I  am  not  going  into  details  respecting  all  the 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  with  reference 
to  the  Governor's  salary  and  allowances,  and 
the  Ministerial  salaries  and  allowances ;  but  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
his  remarks  on  the  travelling  allowances.  One 
remark  he  made  was  that  he  had  always  been 
in  favour  of  reducing  the  travelling  allowances. 
Well,  that  expression  struck  me  very  forcibly 
when  uttered  by  the  ez-Tresisurer,  because,  if 
there  was  one  thing  characteristic  of  the  late 
Government  more  than  another,  it  was  the 
desire  to  be  extravagant  in  travelling  allow- 
ances ;  and,  if  they  did,  as  he  says,  limit 
travelling  allowances,  it  was  not  the  allowances 
of  Ministers  and  their  attendants,  for  these 
were  extended  to  a  degree  never  known  before 
in  the  history  of  New  Zealand.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  democratic  Tory,  poses  as 
a  Democrat  when  he  speaks  of  the  payment  of 
members,  and  would  rather  go  in  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  salary  of  members,  or  alter  the 
present  name  of  "  honorarium "  to  that  of 
"salary."  Well,  what  his  supporters  think  of 
that  I  do  not  know.  I  fancy  if  a  vote  were  taken 
80  shortly  after  the  elections  as  this  he  would 
find  very  few  su importers  of  the  proposal  to  in- 
crease the  amouut  paid  to  memoers,  call  it  by 
what  name  you  will,  because  the  general  cry 
throughout  the  country  was  that  the  hono- 
rarium should  be  reduced.  Whether  that  is  a 
democratic  idea  on  his  part  I  know  not,  but  I 
know  the  democratic  cry  during  the  elections 
was  that  members  should  consent  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  honorarium,  and  that  retrench- 
ment should  begin  there. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— That  was  the  general 
cry,  and  I  believe  that  nine  out  of  ten  members 
of  the  House  have  been  pledged  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  honorarium. 

Hon.  Members.— No. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR.— Well,  perhaps  not  quite 
nine  out  of  ten ;  but  those  honourable  members 
who  are  not  pledged  will  no  doubt  vote  for  it 
Mr,  Macarthwr 


on  conscientious  grounds,  believing  it  well  to 
set  the  example  themselves  before  retrenching 
other  people,  whether  their  constituents  have 
asked  them  to  do  it  or  not.    Now,  we  hear  a 
great  deal  from  the  ex-Colonial  Treasurer  and 
something  from  the  ex-Minister  of  Lands,  and 
also  from  their  supporters,  about  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  not  going  to  give  the  de- 
tails of  their  proposed  savings.    The  ex-Trea- 
surer's words  were  very  strong :  he  said  he  vras 
horrified  at  the  attempt  to  pass  votes  for  classes 
and  not  bring  down  details,  and  that  he,  and 
other  members  who  respected  constitutional 
usages,  would  resist  it  to  the  uttermost.    Well, 
Sir,  it  is  quite  refreshing  to  hear  of  this  consti- 
tutional virtue  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
part.    Those  gentlemen  who  were  members  of 
last  Parliament  can  remember  the  discussion 
we  had  towards  the  end  of  the  last  session  aboni 
the  expenditure  on  village  settlements,  which, 
I   think,   was   not    altogether   in  accordance 
with  constitutional    usage,    for   we    had   the 
authority  of  Parliament    there    exceeded  to 
the  amount  of  £62,000  ;  and  although,  as  has 
been  said,  that  has  been  condoned,  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  that  was  not  the 
only  breach  of  constitutional  usage,  the  usage 
they  are  so  strong  in  upholding  now  in  theiz 
anxiety  to  get  details  of  the  Government  re- 
trenchment.   I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
that  they  committed  other  and  more  serioiia 
errors  than  the  expenditure  of  that  £62,000 
on   village    settlements,    without   the   excnee 
offered  for  that,  that  it  was  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  settlement  on  the  land.    I  was  present 
and  took  part,  I  think,  in  the  debate  of  1886 
when  we  authorised  honourable  members  who 
now  sit  on    the    opposite  benches    to    spend 
£5,000  on  village  settlements.    It  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  was  not  fully  reported, 
but  my  distinct  recollection  is  that  we  allorwed 
that  expenditure  as  an  experiment.    That  is 
to  say,  it  was  estimated  that  there  would  re- 
quire to  be  an  expenditure  of  £70  a  family ;  and 
therefore  that  vote  of  £5,000  gave  authority  to 
settle  somewhere  about  seventy  families  on  tiie 
land.    But  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  took 
it  in  quite  another  light.     He  placed  regula- 
tions on  the  table — which  honourable  members 
could  have  seen  if  they  chose,  but  which  not 
many  honourable  members  did   see  —  whieh 
entailed  an  expenditure  of  £70  per  family; 
and  he  justified  himself  for  incurring  £62,000 
of  liabilities  on  the  ground  that  the  House, 
having  seen  the  expenditure  entailed  was  £70 
a  family,  thereby  authorised  the  Government 
to  incur  a  liability  that  the  Committee  or  ihs 
House  never  contemplated.    I  do  not  want  to  go 
over  that  old  ground  again,  but  I  merely  point 
it  out  as  one  of  their  sins  against  the  constitu- 
tional usage  which  they  now  wish  to  uphold. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  justified  himself 
before  his  constituents ;  they  have  re-elected  him 
to  this  House,  and  I  will  not  go  into  that  again. 
It  will,  however,  be  remembered  that  in  1886 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  brought  down 
the  public  works  estimates  in  a  somewhat  new 
form.    He  had  two  colunms,  one  column  lot 
the  money  that  could  be  spent  within  the  yeac 
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and  another  showing  the  amount  of  liabilities 
that  conld  be  incurred  that  year.  For  example, 
if  there  was  £100,000  in  the  first  column  the 
Govermnent  were  authorised  to  expend  that 
som  during  the  year,  and  if  there  was  £120,000 
in  the  second  column  the  Government  were 
authorised  to  incur  liabilities  to  the  amount  of 
the  difference  between  the  two  columns.  If 
the  House  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  moments 
—as  I  am  about  to  bring  very  serious  charges 
against  the  late  Government  —  I  will  read  a 
part  of  the  Public  Works  Statement  of  1886, 
page  19»  bearing  on  this  new  plan  of  having  two 
columns: — 

"By  this  means  the  House  will  see  more 
clearly  what  our  proposals  actually  are  for 
the  current  year;  and  there  is  also  what 
may  seem,  at  any  rate  to  some  honourable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to 
be  the  additional  advantage  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  more  strictly  tied  down  to  carry  out 
its  proposals  than  certain  Governments  have 
hitherto  been,  as  our  expenditure  on  any  class 
of  works  will  now  be  limited  by  the  actual 
amount  which  we  propose  to  expend  on  that 
class  for  the  current  year,  instead  of  being 
capable  of  being  extended  up  to  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  authority  granted  for  some 
classes,  and  a  lesser  proportion  of  other  classes, 
as  has  hitherto  been  the  case ;  that  is  to  say, 
in  fact  the  Government  could  gain  nothing 
under  the  system  which  I  now  propose  by  re- 
tarding any  one  class  of  works  with  the  view  of 
unduly  pushing  others,  as  they  will  be  limited 
on  each  class  by  the  amount  granted  for  actual 
eacpenditure  on  that  class  during  the  current 
year. 

«  «  «  «  • 

"  I  should  also,  however,  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that,  while  the  House  is  only  being  asked 
to  actually  vote  for  expenditure  this  year  the 
amount  given  in  the  first  of  the  columns  re- 
ferred to,  it  is  also  being  asked  to  authorise  the 
entering  into  further  contracts,  and  the  incur- 
ring of  further  liabilities  generally,  up  to  the 
difference  between  the  amounts  in  the  first 
column  and  those  in  the  second  column,  in 
order  to  keep  the  works  going  on  during  next 
year,  so  that  the  Government  would  be  autho- 
rised in  having  liabilities  at  the  end  of  this 
financial  year,  or  shortly  afterwards,  reaching 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the 
first  and  second  columns,  in  addition  to  ex- 
pending during  the  current  year  the  amount  in 
the  first  column. 

"Thus,  the  figures  in  the  second  column 
represent  the  fuU  measure  of  the  authorities 
which  would  be  given  to  the  Government  for 
all  purposes,  while  the  figures  in  the  first 
column  represent  the  portions  of  the  amounts 
80  authorised  which  the  Government  would  be 
warranted  in  expending  on  each  class  of  work 
during  the  current  year.  If  this  arrangement 
is  agreed  to,  it  should  also  be  placed  properly 
on  record ;  and  I  would  therefore  propose  that 
the  public  works  estimates,  after  revision  by 
the  House,  should  be  bound  up  with  the  appro- 
priations, as  is,  I  believe,  already  the  custom 
in  some  of  the  adjoining  colonies." 


I  need  not  say  that  that  was  done,  and  the 
Grovemment  were  supposed  to  be  strictly  tied 
down  to  carry  out  tne  will  of  Parliament  as 
expressed  in  the  Appropriation  Act,  so  that 
they  could  not  spend  money  for  other  purposea 
than  those  for  which  it  was  voted,  and  could 
not  spend  more  on  any  particular  purpose  than 
was  voted  for  it.  One  would  suppose  that  evezy 
precaution  that  Parliament  could  take  was> 
taken,  and  that  a  Ministry  which,  now  in  oppo- 
sition, so  highly  respects  constitutional  usage 
would  have  been  very  particular  not  to  go  be- 
yond the  authority  of  Parliament.  But  how 
did  that  Government  respect  their  own  arrange- 
ment ?  Looking  through  the  tables  I  find  this» 
leaving  out  the  village  -  settlement  question, 
which  has  already  been  threshed  out:  that 
for  Native  lands  we  voted,  in  1886,  £20,000 
which  the  Government  could  expend  during 
the  year,  and  they  were  allowed  to  incur 
liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £20,000— that  is  to 
say,  only  £20,000  in  all,  there  being  no  dif- 
ference between  the  amounts  in  the  two 
columns.  They  did  spend  £18,457,  but  they 
incurred  liabilities,  up  to  the  Slst  March  last^ 
to  the  extent  of  £120,144,  or  something  like 
£100,000  over  the  authority  given  to  them  by 
Parliament.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  some 
amount  of  defence  to  be  offered  for  this  ex- 
penditure, because  the  liabilities  for  Native 
lands  are  what  the  department  chooses  to  call 
"  contingent  liabilities :"  that  is  to  say,  the  de- 
partment does  not  look  upon  them  as  liabilities 
at  all,  because  they  do  not  refer  to  completed 
transactions.  That  is  a  very  questionable  argu- 
ment, because  it  seems  to  me  that  as  long  as 
the  transaction  exists  the  liability  exists,  and 
Parliament  should  authorise  what  is  to  be 
spent  in  connection  with  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  this  case  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment was  exceeded  to  the  extent  of  £100,000 ; 
and  the  position  is  not  very  much  better  now, 
because  on  the  SOth  September,  the  end  of  the 
six  months  last  past,  the  liabilities  amount  to 
£118,600.  Now,  as  I  say,  there  is  some  little 
amount  of  defence  for  this.  It  is  very  little, 
but  still  there  is  a  way  of  getting  out  of  it.  But 
now  I  come  to  another  department  over  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui  presided, 
and  in  connection  with  which  there  is  an  ex- 
penditure for  which  I  can  find  no  excuse  what- 
ever. In  the  matter  of  harbour  defence  the 
Government  exceeded  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment to  a  very  serious  extent.  There  is  a  very 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  we 
are  justified  in  incurrmg  this  expense  for  har- 
bour defence ;  but,  at  any  rate,  if  we  are  to 
carry  it  on,  the  House  should  have  full  con- 
trol over  it.  In  this  case  the  late  Govern- 
ment incurred  a  liability  of  £46,000  over  the 
authority  given  them  by  Parliament.  If  the 
Chairman  of  a  County  Council,  or  of  a  Bead 
Board,  or  a  Mayor  of  a  Borough  Council,  were 
to  expend  more  than  he  was  authorised  by  law 
to  spend,  the  Auditor-General  would  at  once 
surcharge  him— as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
some  local  bodies — and  he  would  have  to  find 
the  money  out  of  his  o^iii  pocket ;  but  the  late 
Ministzy  exceeded  the  authority  of  Parliament 
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by  thousands  of  pounds  and  they  get  off  scot- 
free,  just  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the  village 
settlements,  when,  beyond  a  rather  heated  de- 
bate in  this  House,  nothing  happened,  while  in 
the  country  it  was  glossed  over  and  was  scarcely 
thought  of  at  all.  Seventy  thousand  pounds 
was  expended  on  those  village  settlements, 
and  now  the  amount  has  to  be  made  up  out 
of  loan  or  possibly  out  of  taxation.  How- 
ever, let  me  state  the  facts  to  the  House  vnth 
reference  to  this  expenditure  on  defence.  In 
1886  we  voted  £120,000;  that  is  to  say,  the 
Government  could  spend  that  amount  within 
the  year;  and  they  could  incur  liabilities  to 
the  extent  of  £10,000  more,  making  £130,000 
in  all.  What  was  the  position  on  the  31st 
March  last  ?  They,  having  authority  to  spend 
and  incur  liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £180,000, 
had  absolutely  gone  to  the  extent  of  £216,915, 
or  something  like  £87,000  beyond  the  authority 
given  to  them.  That  is  a  very  much  worse  case 
than  that  of  the  village  settlements,  because 
in  the  latter  case  there  is  a  possibility  some 
good  may  come  of  it ;  but  in  this  case  there  is 
great  doubt  whether  any  advantage  will  result. 
As  I  have  said,  they  had  exceeded  their  autho- 
rity by  £87,000  on  the  31st  March ;  and  what 
is  the  position  now  ?  We  gave  them  authority 
to  spend  £53,000  to  pay  off  liabilities  pending 
the  election  of  the  new  Parliament;  and  on 
the  30th  September  we  were  in  this  position : 
that  the  expenditure  and  liabilities  for  the 
eighteen  months  ended  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber last  amounted  to  £229,181,  as  against  a 
total  authorisation  of  £183,000;  showing  that 
the  late  Government  exceeded  the  authority 
of  Parliament  in  this  cose  by  £46,181.  I  have 
gone  carefully  through  the  tables.  I  could 
scarcely  believe,  until  I  saw  the  tables,  that 
such  things  hod  been  done ;  and,  reading  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech  in  this  de- 
bate, in  which  he  expressed  his  horror  at  the 
breach  of  constitutional  usage  proposed  by  the 
present  Government  in  taking  the  power  of  the 
purse  out  of  the  authority  of  Parliament — read- 
ing, I  say,  that  speech  alongside  these  figures 
one  can  scarcely  believe  that  such  things  could 
be  done  by  such  virtuous  gentlemen.  Still,  I 
challenge  any  honourable  member  who  may  be 
doubtful  as  to  the  accusations  I  make  against 
the  late  Government  to  go  through  these 
figures  and  show  that  I  am  incorrect.  Again 
I  say  that,  if  such  a  thing  had  been  done  by  the 
Chairman  of  a  County  Council  or  a  Borough 
Council  or  a  Boad  Board,  he  would  have  had  to 
put  his  hands  in  his  pocket  and  pay  the  money 
up.  But,  when  it  is  done  to  the  extent  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  pounds  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment no  notice  is  taken  of  it.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  single  member  in  the  House  who  has 
looked  into  the  matter  but  myself.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui,  who  was  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  these  departments,  spoke  before  I  did,  for  I 
should  have  liked  to  hear  his  reply.  But  to 
what  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  Defence 
matter  there  is  no  reply — there  can  be  no 
answer.  X  have  given  him  the  benefit  of  all 
leniency  in  the  matter  of  the  Native  lands, 
Mr,  Macarthur 


because  some  reply  may  be  given  to  that ;  and, 
as  for  the  village- settlement,  that  question  has 
been  threshed  out.  But  this  £46,000  rematna 
to  his  discredit,  and  to  the  discredit  of  the  late 
Government,  who  now  cry  out  so  much  about 
constitutional  usage  and  keeping  the  pcywer 
of  the  purse  in  the  hands  of  Parliament. 
They  have  not  set  us  a  good  example  in  the 
matter,  and  what  they  are  now  asking  for  is 
merely  to  get  at  the  details  of  expenditure  in 
order  that  individual  members  may  be  in- 
fluenced against  the  Government  and  their 
policy  by  the  fact  of  retrenchment  being  car- 
ried out  in  their  districts.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  said  that  mem- 
bers of  this  House  were  not  sucli  cowards  and 
curs  that  they  would  refuse  to  have  retrench- 
ment carried  out  in  their  districts.  "  Cowards" 
and  "  curs  "  are  very  strong  words,  and  might, 
perhaps,  be  unparliamentary ;  but  my  experi- 
ence is  that,  when  the  estimates  come  down  in 
detail,  and  retrenchment  is  proposed  in  any 
particular  district,  the  member  for  that  district 
is  sure  to  oppose  it.  When  I  first  came  into 
Parliament  we  tried  hard  to  get  reductions 
made,  and  I  think  in  one  single  instance  we 
succeeded ;  and  we  spent  so  much  time  over 
that  one  reduction  that  I  believe  the  cost  of  it 
would  have  more  than  covered  the  paltry  sum 
we  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  item.  The  only 
way  to  get  retrenchment  is  by  doing  what  the 
Government  now  ask  us — that  is,  giving  them 
full  power  to  make  retrenchment  without  ask- 
ing for  details.  If  that  -power  is  exercised  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  country,  or  if  the 
Government  betray  the  trust  we  repose  in 
them,  their  life  will  be  a  very  short  one  next 
session ;  and  I,  for  one,  although  a  supporter 
of  the  present  Government,  will  be  the  first 
to  vote  against  them.  But  I  have  confidence 
that  they  will  obey  the  mandate  of  the  coun- 
try— that  they  will  carry  out  retrenchment  as 
tliey  have  promised,  and  that  they  will  not 
betray  our  trust.  If  they  are  not  competent  to 
be  recipients  of  that  power  they  should  not  be 
on  those  benches.  At  any  rate,  it  is  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  get  real  retrenchment. 
There  are  many  points,  I  admit,  in  the  Govern- 
ment policy  that  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  in.  I 
think  it  may  be  taJcen  for  granted  that  no  Go- 
vernment could  frame  a  policy  in  which  every 
member  of  the  House  or  of  the  party  could  pos- 
sibly agree.  Politics  are  a  sjrstem  of  com> 
promise,  and  every  one  has  to  yield  a  little  in 
order  to  get  as  much  good  as  he  can  in  the 
general  direction  in  which  his  views  tend; 
and,  although  I  differ  from  the  Gk>vemment  in 
many  points,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  let  that  go 
at  present,  in  order  that  the  general  system  of 
retrenchment  may  be  carried  out.  Therefore 
I  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  carp  at  any  of 
the  details  of  the  Statement  with  which  I  do 
not  agree.  Not  only  has  every  member  of  tiie 
party  little  matters  in  which  he  does  not  agree 
with  the  Government,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that 
in  the  Cabinet  some  compromise  has  had  to  be 
effected,  as  has  to  be  done  in  the  party  and  in  the 
House.  No  one  can  get  all  he  wants ;  we  con 
only  rely  on  getting  the  policy  of  the  Govenmient 
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to  run  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  direction  we 
wish.  Before  I  leave  this  question  of  the  ex- 
penditure, I  may  say  that  the  ex-Ministcr  of 
Lfluids  made  a  great  point  of  the  pastoral  reve- 
nue not  being  included  in  the  Land  Fund.  He 
justified  the  deficit  which  his  particular  policy 
has  created  in  the  Land  Fund  by  saying  that  if 
the  whole  of  the  pastoral  revenue  had  been  paid 
into  it  that  Fimd  would  have  been  in  credit. 
No  doubt  it  would,  as  the  pastoral  revenue 
amounts  to  nearly  £200,000  a  year.  But,  sup- 
posing this  £190,000  had  been  put  into  the  Land 
Fund,  what  would  the  ex-Treasurer  have  said  ? 
What  would  he  have  said  if  the  ex-Minister  of 
Lands  had  robbed  him  of  some  of  his  revenue 
in  order  to  swell  his  own  particular  Fund  ?  I 
think  we  should  have  found  that  there  would 
have  been  what  is  known  as  "arow'*  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  have  got  what  he  desired.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him  to  get  from  the 
ez-Treasurer  the  benefit  of  this  pastoral  reve- 
nue in  order  to  make  up  his  deficit  whilst  the 
ex-Treasurer  had  a  deficit  also  which  he  desired 
to  wipe  away  or  reduce  by  using  the  pastoral 
revenue.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui  also  referred  to  the  success  of  what 
is  called  the  "  one-policeman  policy ; "  and  I 
have  one  or  two  words  to  say  on  that  subject, 
because,  living  on  the  West  Coast  and  knowing 
something  about  the  Natives,  I  can  safely  say 
this :  that  the  "  one-policeman  policy  *'  would 
never  have  been  possible  but  for  the  vigorous 
policy  which  was  carried  out  by  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara.  That  was  what  made  the 
"  one-policeman  policy  "  possible ;  and  if  it  has 
been  a  success  at  all  it  has  been  due  to  that 
gentleman's  vigorous  administration  of  the 
Native  Department  before  1884.  But  it  is  well 
known  to  us  on  the  West  Coast  that,  when  one 
policeman  went  up  not  very  long  ago  to  make 
an  arrest  at  Parihaka,  he  had  fifty-five  bayo- 
nets behind  him ;  and  if  he  had  not  had  that 
support,  if  he  had  gone  there  by  himself,  the 
Natives  told  me  that  he  would  have  been 
grossly  insulted,  -and  perhaps  maimed  for  life. 
The  Natives  would  not  have  submitted  had  he 
not  had  the  bayonets  behind  him.  Mr.  John 
Bryce  had  a  "  three-policeman  policy "  at 
Pajihaka  at  the  time  he  arrested  Te  Whiti, 
but  he  had  bayonets  behind  him,  just  as  the 
one  policeman  of  the  member  for  Wanganui 
had  his  contingent  of  bayonets  behind  him. 
The  ex-Treasurer  tries  to  make  capital  out  of 
the  reduction  of  the  subsidies.  He  says  that 
£46,000  is  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the 
subsidy,  and  that  there  will  be  £80,000  taken 
from  roads  and  their  maintenance.  I  see 
nothing  of  that  in  the  Statement.  I  have  made 
inquiries  from  the  Treasurer  to  know  whether 
the  Government  intended  to  reduce  the  sub- 
sidies by  that  amount.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Financial  Statement  to  warrant  the  ex-Trea- 
surer's statement.  The  present  Treasurer  told 
me  the  Government  intended  nothing  of  the 
sort,  and  that  this  £46,000  is  only  put  into  the 
speech  of  the  ex-Treasurer  in  order  to  pre- 
jndice  the  local  bodies  against  the  present 
Government.    The  reduction  which  the  pre- 


sent Government  is  making  is  simply  the  re- 
duction that  was  proposed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  last  session.  The  Govern- 
ment are  forced  by  the  exigencies  of  finance 
to  propose  a  reduction  of  the  subsidy  from 
lOs.  to  5s.  in  the  pound ;  and  they  also  pro- 
pose the  abolition  of  the  Grown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act.  But  these  proposals  would 
have  come  into  force  had  the  late  Government 
remained  in  ofiice.  The  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Bating  Act  has  to  be  repealed  on  ac- 
count of  our  inability  to  pay  the  amount  due 
under  it.  Now,  it  was  said  by  the  ex-Trea- 
surer that  the  Government  is  very  weak,  not 
in  its  personnel^  but  in  the  number  of  the  party 
supporting  it.  I  have  had  a  little  experience 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  think  that 
if  the  Government  was  weak  we  should  have 
had  a  motion  of  no  confidence  down  long  be- 
fore now.  The  heads  of  the  Opposition  party 
would  have  been  very  carefully  counted,  and 
we  should  be  now  discussing  a  want-of-con- 
fidence  motion,  and  not  simply  the  Budget. 
The  charge  has  been  made  against  the  pre- 
sent Government  of  being  afraid  to  touch  the 
tariff.  Now,  I  may  say  at  once  that  I  am 
a  Free-trader.  Of  course  we  know  quite  well 
that  the  present  Government  is  rather  mixed 
upon  that  point.  The  Government  is  made 
up  of  Free-traders  and  Protectionists.  But 
we  Free-traders  do  know  this,  at  any  rate : 
that  we  have  some  hope  of  keeping  some- 
what near  the  present  tariff  if  we  support 
the  present  Government,  but  no  hope  at  all 
if  we  support  the  other  side.  We  know  that, 
whatever  predilections  the  present  Government 
may  have,  they  are  not  so  much  inclined 
to  tamper  with  the  tariff  as  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  would  be  if  they  got  into 
power.  We  cannot  revert  to  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  Free-trade,  although  I  believe  that 
if  we  could  do  so  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  country.  I  believe  that  direct  taxation  is 
the  only  thing  that  will  prevent  people  going 
in  for  borrowed  money  or  demanding  expendi- 
ture on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  will 
only  be  when  we  feel  that  the  expenditure  of 
money  means  a  direct  contribution  from  our 
own  pockets  that  we  shall  cease  to  continue  a 
policy  of  borrowing  and  reckless  expenditure. 
Thac,  however,  I  do  not  hope  to  see ;  but,  as 
I  said  before,  the  Free-traders  cajinot  look  with 
any  hope  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
They  can  only  look  to  the  present  Government. 
But  we  know  what  the  other  side  are  bidding 
for  now,  and  the  Free-traders  have  no  hope 
from  them.  If  we  voted  against  the  present 
Government  we  should  be  handed  over  to  those 
who  would  treat  us  very  much  worse.  I  hope 
to  see  the  time  and  the  Parliament  when  better 
counsels  will  prevail, — when  the  Free -trade 
element  will  be  greater  than,  it  is  at  present ; 
and  I  believe  that  as  the  people  of  this 
country  get  educated  to  their  true  interests 
the  Free-trade  element  will  gain  a  majority  in 
the  counsels  of  the  country.  However,  that, 
I  can  see,  is  not  the  case  in  this  House.  I 
can  see  that  the  Free-trade  clement  is  not  in  a 
majority  in  this  House.    But  we  are  as  strong 
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as,  or  stronger  than,  those  who  call  themselves 
Protectionists.  There  are  a  number  of  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  are  intermediate  between 
the  two  parties,  and  1  believe  of  those  who  are 
ill-informed  or  weak-kneed  on  the  subject  more 
will  go  with  the  Free-traders  than  with  the 
Protectionists.  That  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
reluctance  of  the  other  side  to  propose  a  vote 
of  **no  confidence."  They  had  a  trial  of 
strength  the  other  day,  and  were  defeated  by  an 
ample  majority.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words 
about  the  loan  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  will  then  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close. 
The  ex-Treasurer  says  he  is  horrified  at  the 
idea  of  touching  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Loan.  He  was  one  of  those  who  were  going 
to  ear-mark  that  loan  and  not  allow  it  to  be 
diverted.  He  diverted  £100,000  of  it  to  the 
buying  of  land  as  an  endowment  for  the  railway. 
There  was  also  diverted  from  that  loan  by  the 
late  Government  a  considerable  sum  which  is 
now  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  Wanganui  Biver : 
£49,000  was  thus  thrown  away.  The  amount 
does  not  very  much  matter,  but  it  is  serious 
enough,  at  any  rate,  to  enable  me  to  say  that 
the  Opposition  have  no  right  to  be  horrified  at 
any  proposal  for  touching  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Loan.  But  the  present  Government  did 
not  say  that  they  intended  to  divert  this  loan. 
All  the  Treasurer  did  was  to  say  that  there 
were  three  alternatives,  one  of  which  was  to 
take  from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan — 
which,  however,  he  did  not  propose  to  do :  so 
there  was  no  occasion  for  the  virtuous  horror 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  They 
did  divert  a  considerable  amount  of  it,  and 
they  need  not  therefore  feel  any  alarm  at 
the  mere  statement  that  it  might  be  done 
by  the  present  Government.  The  horror  ex- 
pressed by  the  ex-Treasurer  was  altogether 
out  of  place.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
opposed  to  the  guarantee  not  to  borrow  for 
three  yecurs.  Now,  the  whole  country  has  cried 
out  that  the  public -works  policy  should  be 
wound  up.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, but  they  did  not  carry  it  into  prac- 
tical effect.  No  doubt  the  ex-Treasurer  hopes 
to  get  back  on  those  benches,  and  therefore  he 
does  not  like  the  prospect,  in  case  of  suc- 
cess, of  being  prevented  from  following  out  his 
favourite  policy — that  of  borrowing.  There- 
fore it  is  he  objects  to  the  guarantee.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  the  guarantee  not  to  bor- 
row for  three  years  is  not  long  enough.  It 
ought  to  be  five  years,  so  that,  in  spite  of 
ourselves,  we  should  be  obliged  to  wind  up  our 
public-works  expenditure,  and  live  upon  our 
means  without  borrowing  money  at  all.  The 
reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  is  a  matter 
which  we  shall  deal  with  when  the  Bill  comes 
down,  and  we  shall  then,  no  doubt,  hear  a 
good  deal  about  constitutional  law  from  those 
honourable  members  who  cure  experts  in  such 
matters.  I  shall  delay  any  further  reference 
to  the  subject  until  the  Bill  is  brought  down. 
The  latter  part  of  the  ex-Treasurer's  speech  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon — that  part  of 
his  speech  where  he  bids  for  a  coalition  with 
the  present  Government.  He  calls  them  weak. 
Mr.  Macarthur 


He  says  they  have  no  support.  He  says  they 
could  be  easily  turned  out,  and  he  says  we  an 
accepting  the  present  Ministry  as  against  him- 
self— as  the  less  of  two  evils.  That  is  what  we 
are  always  doing.  We  never  can  get  a  GoTezn- 
ment  that  is  perfectly  good,  and  we  have  to 
take  one  that  we  do  not  wholly  agree  with  as 
against  one  with  which  we  disagree  altogether. 
There  is  nothing  in  that  argument.  If  there 
was  one  thing  more  than  another  that  gratified 
me  in  the  action  which  the  present  Premier 
took,  it  was  that  he  declared  distinctly  against 
any  coalition.  I  do  not  believe  in  these  coali- 
tion Governments,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
would  be  a  success  in  this  House.  Although 
parties  are  not  distinctly  defined  on  any  par- 
ticular lines — except,  perhaps,  on  Free-tnule 
and  Protection,  which  has  scarcely  come  into 
the  arena  of  our  politics  as  yet — although  parties 
are  defined  by  lines  I  cannot  possibly  describe, 
still  the  lines  are  there.  It  is  well  Imown  that 
there  is  a  line,  and  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  will  be  better  carried  on  if  that  line  is 
still  kept  between  the  two  parties  in  the  House. 
Whether  it  is  a  personal  line,  or  whether  it  is 
founded  on  the  measures  proposed,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  I  do  think  this  Govern- 
ment has  made  an  honest  attempt  in  the 
Financial  Statement  to  deal  with  the  demand 
of  the  country  that  expenditture  should  he  re- 
duced. They  have  made  an  honest  attempt, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  carp  and  cavil  at  the 
details,  although  I  may  not  agree  with  all  of 
them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  are  they? 

Mr.  MAC  ARTHUR.— They  are  not  down  yet, 
perhaps,  all  of  them ;  but  when  they  do  come 
down  I  shall  not  be  one  to  say  to  the  Govern- 
ment, "This  is  not  in  agreement  with  my 
ideas,  and  I  will  vote' against  you  on  that  ac- 
count." I  am  quite  willing  to  trust  them  with 
the  power,  believing  as  I  do  that  they  intend 
to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  will  give  us  what  we  have  not  had 
for  the  past  few  years — a  Government  of  eco- 
nomy. We  have  had  statements  as  to  economy 
being  an  income,  and  as  to  tapering  off,  but  we 
have  not  had  before  an  honest  attempt  to  caz^ 
out  an  economical  and  prudent  pohcy.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  any  Government  would 
carry  this  out,  but  we  have  had  bitter  expen- 
ence  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  for  the  past 
three  years,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  trust  them 
further. 

Mr.  LOUGHREY.— I  have  perused  with 
considerable  attention  the  Financial  State- 
ment, and  I  may  say  that  I  am  dissatisfied 
with  it  on  account  of  its  vagueness.  The  ooon- 
try  generally  was  under  'the  impression  that 
during  the  present  session  of  Parliament  the 
Government  in  power  would  bring  down  mea- 
sures calculated  to  relieve  the  serious  de- 
pression now  existing  in  the  colony;  bat, in- 
stead of  that,  the  Government  tell  the  Honss 
that  during  the  recess  they  will  give  the  matter 
very  serious  oonsideraticn,  and  hope  next  8es> 
sion  to  bring  down  proposal  which  will  re- 
lieve this  depression.  It  is  admitted  on  emy 
hand  that  business  of  all  kinds  is  in  a  veiy 
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depressed  state ;  and  the  country  is  looking  to 
the  present  Parliament  to  tiy  and  devise  some 
means  of  escape  from  its  difficulties.  Those 
who  have  considered  the  matter  carefully  and 
have  thought  out  the  position  in  which  the 
country  is  now  consider  that  hy  a  judicious 
revision  of  the  tariff,  hy  which  encouragement 
might  he  given  to  local  industries  and  employ- 
ment given  to  hoth  capital  and  labour,  great 
relief  might  be  obtained.  And  one  would  think 
that  in  the  present  straitened  circumstances  of 
the  colony  it  would  be  the  first  duty  of  the 
Government  to  devise  prompt  measures  to  re- 
lieve the  distress  now  existing  in  every  class 
of  the  community  in  consequence  of  ihis  de- 
pression ;  and  I  must  confess  I  am  astonished 
to  find  the  Government  consider  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  colony  is  now  struggling  of  so 
little  importance  that  measures  for  relief  can 
be  deferred  to  an  indefinite  period.  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the 
finances  of  the  colony  should  be  placed  on  a 
Bonnd  footing,  and  that  confidence  in  trade 
should  be  speedily  restored.  For  this  reason 
I  think  that  during  the  present  session  the 
House  should  insist  that  the  Government 
should  bring  down  a  revised  tariff.  The  Go- 
vernment have  also  stated  that  an  accession 
to  our  population  of  persons  possessed  of  suffi- 
cient means  and  knowledge  to  cultivate  the 
land  profitably  is  desirable,  and  I  agree  with 
them  in  this  ;  but  I  think  that  assistance 
should  first  be  given  to  those  who  are  at  pre- 
sent in  the  colony  who  have  the  skill  and  the 
necessary  capital  to  obtain  land.  Under  our 
present  land-laws  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a 
man  of  limited  means,  although  he  may  have 
the  highest  knowledge  and  information  about 
stock  and  agriculture,  to  obtain  land  under 
sufficiently  favourable  circumstances  to  culti- 
vate it  with  profit.  There  are  numbers  of 
people  of  this  class  in  the  colony  at  the  present 
time  who  are  only  too  anxious  to  settle  on  the 
land  if  opportunities  are  afforded  to  them. 
Take,  for  instcuice,  the  case  of  a  fairly  well-to-do 
farmer  who  has  sons  grown  up.  These  young 
men  have  been  educated  with  a  knowledge 
of  stock  and  farming.  What  is  the  farmer 
to  do  with  these  sons?  He  cannot  employ 
them  profitably  on  his  own  farm,  nor  can  he, 
in  all  cases,  give  each  of  them  a  farm.  What 
are  these  young  men  to  do  ?  Are  they  to 
resort  to  the  towns  to  seek  work,  where  the 
competition  for  employment  is  already  so  keen, 
or  should  facilities  be  given  to  them  to  settle 
on  the  land,  so  that  the  knowledge  of  stock 
and  farming  that  they  have  been  a  lifetime 
in  acquiring  may  be  used  with  advantage  to 
themselves  and  the  community  at  large?  I 
think  if  facilities  were  given  to  young  men  of 
this  class  to  settle  on  the  land  their  fathers 
would,  in  many  cases,  supply  them  with  suf- 
ficient means  to  cultivate  the  land,  and  thus 
the  country  would  be  occupied  by  a  class  of 
.  settlers  of  a  very  desirable  kind.  These  men 
would  make  the  most  of  the  land,  and,  whilst 
forming  a  home  for  themselves,  they  would 
benefit  the  country  generally.  Do  the  Govern- 
ment think  that  persons  having  the  requisite 
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means  and  knowledge  to  cultivate  the  land 
Will  come  here  without  having  first  made  care- 
ful inquiry  as  to  the  resources  of  the  colony ; 
and,  when  they  learn  that  there  are  numbers 
of  men  here  with  skill  and  capital  who  are  not 
enabled  to  take  up  land,  are  they  very  likely  to 
come  ?  If  the  Government  wish  to  induce  this 
class  of  settlers  to  come  to  the  colony,  they 
will  have  to  show  that  the  men  already  here 
who  have  sufficient  means  and  who  are  de- 
sirous of  occupying  the  land  are  settled  advan- 
^eously,  and  that  there  is  still  land  to  spare. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  any  Gevemment  which 
will  devise  an  easy  settlement  of  the  land  will 
confer  a  great  boon  on  the  class  of  men  with 
small  means  and  with  a  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture. But  in  this  case,  as  in  the  revision  of 
the  tariff,  the  Government  say.  Wait  till  next 
session,  and  a  scheme  will  be  proposed  that 
will  allow  of  easy  settlement  on  the  land ;  and 
this,  conjoined  with  the  revision  of  the  tariff, 
will  afford  relief  to  all  and  benefit  the  com- 
munity generally.  Have  the  Government  con- 
sidered what  will  be  the  consequence  of  this 
delay  ?  The  consequence  will  be  that,  instead 
of  inducing  settlers  to  come  here,  those  who 
are  already  in  the  colony  and  who  have  the 
means  will  go  elsewhere  to  seek  homes  and 
to  settle  in  other  colonies  wher3  some  induce- 
ment is  held  out  for  the  employment  of  capital 
and  labour;  and  before  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  brought  down  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  there  wUl  be  an  exodus  from  the 
colony  of  the  very  class  of  persons  that  it  is 
to  the  advantage  of  the  colony  should  be  re- 
tained. For  this  reason,  I  think. the  Govern- 
ment should  during  the  present  session  bring 
down  to  the  House  a  scheme  for  the  easy  settle- 
ment of  the  land,  and  also  a  revist-d  tariff^ 
by  which  the  capital  and  labour  already  in  the 
colony  may  be  advantageously  employed,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  they  will  do  this  without 
delay. 

Mr.  GBAHAM. — I  do  not  intend  to  say  very 
much  in  this  debate.  As  a  new  member,  I 
intended  when  I  came  here  to  listen  to  older 
members  than  myself,  thinking  probably  they 
would  say  something  which  would  induce  me 
to  alter  my  views  on  a  great  many  subjects  I 
wanted  a  little  information  on ;  but  I  have 
been  disappointed  with  a  good  many  of  the 
speeches  made  in  this  debate,  more  especially 
with  the  speeches  of  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. The  view  I  take  on  this  question  is  one 
which,  it  strikes  me,  would  be  taiken  by  anout> 
sider,  by  one  who  read  the  Financial  State- 
ment and  heard  the  speeches  made  in  this 
debate.  We  have  heard  from  all  sides  of  the 
House  that  retrenchment  is  no  party  cry,  that 
we  must  keep  our  expenditure  within  our  in- 
come, and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  That  has 
been  specially  insisted  on  by  members  of  the 
Opposition ;  but  what  do  we  find  ?  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  spoke  for 
two  hours,  and  he  traversed  the  Statement  very 
fully  and  very  completely,  I  suppose ;  but  the 
sole  impression  left  on  my  mind  with  reference 
to  that  speech  was  this ;  that  two  hours  had 
been  wasted  —  wasted,   I  think,  in   a    vain 
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effort  to  show  that  his  Statement  was  very 
much  superior  to  the  Budget  brought  down  by 
the  Treasurer,  considering  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Chnstchurch  North's  Budget 
had  been  contemptuously  dismissed  by  the  late 
Hoase,  and  that  the  verdict  of  the  House  had 
been  more  than  supplemented  by  the  country 
in  the  elections.  There  was  another  impres- 
sion left  on  my  mind,  and  that  was  this :  the 
honourable  gentleman's  holy  horror  at  the 
present  Treasurer's  proposals  for  borrowing. 
Considering  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  may  be  considered  the 
father  of  the  borrowing  policy,  it  struck  me  as 
being  very  odd  indeed.  I  do  not  know  what  his 
motive  was,  whether  it  was  jealousy  or  what, 
but  it  struck  mo  as  being  very  odd.  I  do  not 
think  I  ever  heard  a  more  striking  example  of 
Satan  reproving  sin  than  when  the  honourable 
member  spoke  in  the  way  in  which  ho  did  of 
the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  present  Budget. 
I  have  said  that  honourable  members  of  the 
Opposition  have  been  very  loud  in  insisting  that 
retrenchment  is  not  a  party  cry ;  but,  if  thoy 
mean  what  they  say,  why  do  they  not  see  that 
it  is  not  made  a  party  question,  and,  instead  of 
making  captious  and  trivial  objections,  prove 
to  the  House  and  the  country  that  they  are  in 
earnest?  Why  do  they  not,  il  they  see  any- 
thing wrong  in  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, prove  in  what  way  they  are  wrong ;  and, 
if  they  see  that  retrenchment  can  bo  effected 
in  other  directions  than  those  indicated,  why 
do  thoy  not  point  out  the  directions  in  which 
it  can  be  exercised?  With  the  exception  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Thorndon,  I  do 
not  think  I  have  heard  a  single  honourable 
member  during  the  course  of  this  debate  moke 
a  suggestion  which  would  be  of  the  slightest 
use  to  the  House  in  showing  where  reductions 
could  be  made.  WTiat  do  wo  find  has  been  the 
nature  of  the  criticisms  of  the  Budget?  It 
has  been  objected  bj*  several  honourable  mem- 
bers that  many  of  the  proposals  put  forward 
have  been  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  cheap^ 
popularity.  It  is  also  said  that  they  would 
interfere  with  democratic  principles.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  attitude  of  those  honourable 
members  who  make  such  objections  is  a  very 
peculiar  one.  They  claim  to  be  the  true  and 
only  friends  of  the  people,  and  seem  to  be 
jealous  of  any  one  interfering  with  their  rights. 
In  what  manner  do  they  show' they  have  the 
interests  of  the  people  at  heart?  When  any 
genuine  retrenchment,  such  as  the  reduction  of 
Ministerial  salaries,  or  reduction  of  payment 
of  members — retrenchment  which  is  self- ap- 
parent, and  which  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
people  —  is  proposed  there  is  immediately  a 
howl  set  up  against  it,  and  they  can  only  see 
in  the  proposals  a  desire  to  attain  a  cheap 
popularity.  Whatever  the  motives  of  the  Go- 
vernment may  have  been  in  making  these 
proposals,  I  say  they  have  made  them,  and  in 
80  doing  they  nave  shown  a  good  example  to 
the  country,  and  that  they  are  in  earnest  in 
what  they  do ;  and  I,  at  least,  am  willing  to  give 
them  credit  for  motives  of  self-sacrifice  which, 
I  am  afraid,  we  should  look  for  in  vain  from  the 
Mr,  Orahavi 


members  of  the  Opposition.  What  did  they 
propose  to  do  in  the  Budget  brought  down  last 
session  ?  They  proposed  to  put  extra  taxation 
on  the  people  of  £186,000,  which  they  said 
would  fall  lighter  on  the  people  than  the  in- 
creased property-tax  now  proposed  by  the 
Government.  I  do  not  think  this  is  so;  1 
think  the  reverse.  Indirect  taxation  throng 
the  Customs  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  more 
weakening  to  the  country  than  direct  taxation, 
although  perhaps  not  so  much  felt  at  the  time. 
The  chief  cry  brought  against  the  lilinistry  has 
been  that  there  is  a  want  of  detail  in  regard  to 
the  retrenchment  proposals.  Now,  I  oonsider 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  could  not  very 
well  have  been  otherwise.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  shown  the  direction  of  their  pohcy 
in  a  very  clear  manner.  They  have  shown  that 
they  intend  to  make  reductions,  and  they  have 
also  shown  the  items  in  which  they  can  say 
with  certainty  reductions  will  be  made— 
notably,  the  reduction  of  the  Governor's  salary 
and  of  Ministers'  salaries  to  the  lowest  point, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium  of  mem- 
bers. These  are  the  only  directions  in  which 
they  could  have  definitely  shown  their  ideas, 
and  we  have  seen  how  these  proposals  have 
been  received  by  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. The  greatest  saving  must  be  looked  for 
undoubtedly  in  the  introduction  of  a  new  and 
better  system  in  connection  with  the  Civil 
Service.  No  mere  reduction  of  the  salaries  of 
an  officer  here  and  there  will  be  at  all  sufficient 
to  meet  the  case.  If  the  reductions  that  could 
be  made  were  so  very  palpable  that  they  could 
have  been  given  in  detail  in  the  short  time — a 
fortnight — that  was  allowed  to  the  Government 
to  bring  in  their  Budget,  the  late  Government 
and  the  House  as  a  whole  were  guilty  of  the 
most  culpable  negligence  in  not  having  effected 
the  proposed  savings  long  ago.  But  it  is,  as 
I  have  said,  new  systems  which  are  wanted, 
and  these  could  not  possibly  be  attained  in  the 
short  time  which  the  Government  had  at  their 
disposal.  It  seems  to  me  perfectly  legitimate 
for  the  Government  to  ask  the  House  to  trust 
them  in  regard  to  the  details.  Even  if  the 
Government  had  all  the  details  worked  out  I 
should  think  that  it  would  have  been  very 
foolish  on  their  part  to  have  stated  them,  for  in 
that  ca.se  there  would  have  been  such  opposi- 
tion from  the  particular  districts  wliich  were 
affected  that  a  risk  would  have  been  run  of  no 
retrenchment  being  effected  at  all.  Nor  do  I 
hold  with  several  speakers  who  say  that  the 
Government  must  either  have  worked  out 
these  details,  which  they  should  have  given  to 
the  House,  or  have  merely  plumped  down  sums 
indiscriminately  under  various  headings  to 
make  up  a  total  of  £300,000.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central  referred  to  the 
reduction  of  £60,000  on  the  education  vote, 
and  stated  that  that  reduction  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  effected.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
quite  easy  of  explanation  that  the  Government 
may  know  that  a  department  costs  a  great 
deal  more  than  it  ought  to  cost,  and  that  re- 
trenchment might  be  made,  without  knowing 
exactly  where  the  details  come  in.    I  know, 
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ior  instance,  that  the  government  of  the  colony 
costs  something  like  £1 ,800,000.  I  do  not  know 
much  about  the  details,  but  I  know  ajid,  I  sup- 
pose, everybody  knows  that  this  is  too  large  a 
<cost  for  the  country  to  bear.  In  the  same  way 
the  Government  may  know  that  a  department 
costs  far  too  much  and  must  be  reduced,  with- 
out knowing  exactly  how  or  where,  or,  at  least, 
with  such  minuteness  of  detail  as  could  be 
shown  in  the  estimates.  If  the  Government 
"were  to  ask  the  heads  of  departments  where 
xoductions  could  be  made  they  would  say  it  was 
not  possible  to  dismiss  a  single  man  —  that 
"every  man  was  fully  employed.  It  would  take 
time  and  careful  consideration  to  see  exactly 
what  the  state  of  a  department  was.  I  have 
said  that  the  principal  saving  must  be  looked 
for  in  the  introduction  of  a  new  system,  and  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  Government  have  seen 
the  necessity,  and  propose  the  appointment,  of 
A  Civil  Service  Board  and  a  non-political  Rail- 
way Board.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  I  think  the 
first  consideration  of  the  Government  should 
be  to  run  their  railways  on  commercial  prin- 
ciples— that  is,  to  try  and  make  them  pay ;  and 
I  must  record  my  protest  against  the  theory 
propounded  by  several  honourable  members, 
that  this  should  be  a  secondary  consideration, 
and  that  the  benefit  of  getting  cheap  rates 
■for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  produce 
is  of  paramount  importance.  I  do  not  agree 
-with  this.  I  think  the  commercial  principle 
might  be  carried  a  great  deal  further,  in  regard 
to  other  matters.  I  am  glad  to  see  an  evidence 
of  this  in  the  Government  proposing  to  intro- 
duce the  Civil  Service  Board,  and  I  hope  this 
Board  will  be  the  means  of  effecting  a  very 
great  and  radical  change  in  the  management 
of  many  departments.  Because  it  seems  to 
mo  that  the  main  question  at  issue  is  this : 
not  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  Civil  ser- 
vants, or  the  dismissal  of  one  or  two  here  and 
there,  but  whether  the  work  that  they  do  is 
necessary  work  at  all.  Let  us  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  the  government  of  the  country 
could  be  tendered  for,  and  that  specifications 
of  the  work  to  be  done  could  be  drawn  out.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  contractor  could  be  found 
who  would  undertake  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  perform  the  work  just  as  well  as 
it  is  being  carried  out  at  present :  to  use  an 
Americanism,  he  would  run  the  whole  show 
just  as  well  as  it  is  done  now,  and  at  a  saving 
which  would  probably  astonish  most  people. 
This  may  be  a  very  low  view  to  take  of  govern- 
ment, but  I  mention  it  in  order  to  illustrate 
the  necessity  of  introducing  the  commercial 
principle  in  relation  to  other  matters  besides 
railways.  I  hope  the  Civil  Service  Board  will 
look  at  the  subject  in  this  way  and,  as  it  were, 
draw  out  specifications  of  the  work  to  be  done 
and  the  number  of  men  who  are  sufficient  to 
do  such  work.  Dealing  generally  with  the 
Budget,  while  I  accord  it  my  most  hearty 
support,  there  are  one  or  two  proposals  in  it 
which  I  do  not  approve  of.  I  refer  particularly 
to  the  proposed  repeal  of  the  Crown  and  Na- 
tive Lands  Bating  Act,  and  the  borrowing  pro- 
posals, which  I  think  excessive.    In  reference 


to  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act, 
I  have  always  looked  on  this  Act  as  a  means — 
as  it  no  doubt  was — of  doing  justice  to  certain 
districts  which  have  not  had  a  large  expen- 
diture of  public  moneys  in  any  direction,  and 
which  have  been  engaged  in  meting  and  main- 
taining public  roads  through  Crown  and  Native 
lands  at  a  very  heavy  cost.  It  would  be  well 
to  give  them  this  assistance.  But  I  have 
learned  a  good  deal  more  about  the  working 
of  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act 
since  I  came  to  Wellington  than  I  knew  before, 
and  I  see  that  this  Act,  from  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  manipulated  by  certain 
astute  and  perhaps  not  over-scrupulous  bodies, 
has  been  the  means  of  their  getting  a  much 
lajTger  share  of  the  expenditure  than  they  were 
entitled  to.  In  these  circumstances,  and  the 
evil  having  become  such  a  crying  one,  perhaps 
the  Government  see  no  other  way  of  getting  rid 
of  the  abuse  than  by  repealing  the  Act.  Still, 
I  hope  some  means  will  be  found  of  doing 
justice  to  the  districts  I  have  alluded  to.  In 
regard  to  the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment, I  suppose  that  nearly  all  of  us  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  our  constituents  that  we 
will  not  go  in  for  any  more  borrowing.  I  know 
I  made  such  a  pledge  on  the  hustings,  and  I 
said  I  was  opposed  to  borrowing  altogether ;  but 
I  see  that  the  late  Government  have  left  such  a 
legacy  of  deficiency  bills,  and  have  discounted 
the  future  to  such  an  extent  in  this  way,  and 
in  commencing  works  which  must  perforce  be 
finished,  that  it  seems  to  me  the  present  Go- 
vernment have  no  option  but  to  borrow  a 
certain  amount  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  these  deficiency  bills  and  completing 
these  works.  But,  having  an  object  in  borrow- 
ing for  these,  I  think  the  Government  should 
stop  there,  and  that  they  should  not  borrow 
for  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway ;  for  I 
certainly  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn  that  the  country  is  over-railed.  We 
must  take  into  consideration  this  fact :  that 
every  million  borrowed  adds  about  £2  per  head 
to  the  indebtedness  of  the  population  of  New 
Zealand,  and  the  people  at  Home  do  not  con- 
sider the  object  for  which  the  money  is  borrowed 
but  what  is  the  rate  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
people  as  a  whole ;  and  it  would  be  a  great 
pity,  if  for  no  other  consideration,  that  the  rate 
of  indebtedness  were  increased  by  £2  per  head, 
seeing  the  very  large  indebtedness  that'already 
exists.  If  it  is  found  necessary  to  go  on  vrith 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  at  all — which 
necessity  I  do  not,  for  one,  admit — some  other 
means  might  be  found  of  constructing  it  than 
the  country  going  into  the  money-market  and 
borrowing  for  that  purpose.  Sir,  I  shall  not 
detain  the  House  any  longer  on  this  occasion  ; 
but  I  will  just  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  think 
it  is  our  duty  not  to  let  our  attention  be  drawn 
away  by  any  side-issues  from  the  real  question 
of  retrenchment,  about  which  we  have  heard 
so  much,  but  that  we  ought  all  to  join  together 
to  assist  the  Government  to  carry  through  their 
great  work  ;  for  I  believe  their  proposals  show 
a  due  appreciation  on  their  part  of  the  urgency 
and  importance  of  retrenchment,  and  of  their 
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determination  to  effect  it  on  safe  and  cautious 
lines. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — Sir,  like  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Linwood,  I  shall  be  very  short 
in  my  remarks ;  and  I  think  I  had  better  at 
once  proceed  with  them  and  omit  all  prelimi- 
nary matter,  or  I  may  be  as  long  as  some 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  before 
me.  Comparing  the  estimates  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  last  year's  expenditure,  I  have  not 
heard  any  honourable  member  speak  of  the 
extra  £2,500  expended  in  connection  with  the 
Governor  last  year,  when  the  total  expendi- 
ture under  this  head  was  £10,500,  instead  of 
£8,000  as  it  has  usually  been ;  and  therefore 
we  can  reckon  that  the  proposed  reduction 
will  effect  a  saving  of  £5,000  as  compared  with 
last  year.  I  think  Ministers  have  reduced 
themselves  very  largely — and  surely  they  are 
better  judges  of  their  own  worth  than  we  are. 
As  to  the  honorarium,  I  am  one  of  those  who 
do  not  object  to  the  reduction  to  £150 ;  but  I 
do  think  that  the  reduction  made  in  this 
House  should  be  equal  to  the  reduction  made 
in  the  other ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  when  the 
Bill  is  sent  to  the  other  House  it  will  not  pass, 
on  account  of  the  inequality.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  should  be  glad  to  see  it  pass  with 
the  members  of  both  Houses  getting  only  £100 
each.  Under  the  three  heads  I  have  men- 
tioned the  Government  propose  a  total  saving 
of  £22,000  out  of  £49,000.  That  is  a  reduction 
of  about  45  per  cent.,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  a  Very  large  reduction.  The 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  estimates,  we  know, 
is  £70,000;  but  a  large  part  of  it  cannot  be 
touched,  as  it  is  fixed  by  Acts,  and  so  on  ;  and 
there  is  only  £49,000  in  which  reductions  can 
be  made.  As  to  the  representation  question, 
many  persons  object  to  the  proposed  reduction 
to  seventy.  I  have  no  objection  to  that,  and  I 
shall  probably  vote  for  it  when  the  question  is 
before  us ;  but  I  think  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
to  bring  the  matter  up  for  decision  now,  when 
the  time  that  will  be  devoted  to  the  question 
could  be  used  on  more  pressing  subjects.  There 
is  no  need  to  decide  the  question  for  the  next 
eighteen  months  or  two  years.  As  to  the  Civil 
Service  reductions,  I  think  that  can  be  very 
well  left  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment or  any  Government  that  may  be  in  power, 
because  it  is  quite  certain  that  we,  as  outsiders 
to  the  Service,  are  not  able  to  tell  where  reduc- 
tions can  be  made ;  and  if  these  large  reduc- 
tions are  to  be  made  in  other  departments  in 
these  cheap  times  I  do  not  see  that  the  reduc- 
tions proposed  in  the  Civil  Service  are  any  larger 
than  should  be  made.  As  to  the  property-tax, 
if  I  recollect  aright  we  paid  a  penny  in  1879-80, 
as  is  proposed  now.  I  do  not  see  that  those 
who  are  liable  to  property-tax  have  any  right  to 
complain  at  the  proposed  increase,  for  I  think 
when  hard  times  come  those  who  have  pro- 
perty should  be  prepared  to  contribute  from  it 
for  the  government  of  the  country.  But  I  do 
say  this :  that  the  system  of  valuation  for  the 
property-tax  is  most  unfair.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  the  thing  fully  to-night ;  but  it  is  a 
subject  that  I  do  know  something  about,  and  I 
Mr.  Oraham 


can  say  from  my  own  knowledge  that  it  is 
most  imfair,  and  I  do  trust  that  before  the 
next  valuation  is  made  steps  will  be  taken 
to  secure  the  removal  of  that  uniaimeas.  As 
to  the  proposal  to  get  immigrants  with  monej 
to  come  to  New  Zealand,  I  recollect  that 
every  Government  we  have  had  for  some  time 
past  has  proposed  to  do  that;  but  I  think 
if  I  wait  till  I  see  them  come  I  shall  be  voy 
much  older  than  I  am  now.  If  men  with 
money  would  not  come  when  times  were  good 
and  prices  high  and  everything  prosperooa,! 
do  not  think  they  are  very  likely  to  come  now 
when  everything  is  the  veiy  reverse  :  men  wh^ 
have  been  able  to  make  money  are  pretty  likely 
to  know  how  to  keep  it  in  such  times  as  then, 
and  I  do  not  think  we  are  very  likely  to  ge( 
much  of  it.  I  should  like  to  see  some  indaoe- 
ments  held  out  to  the  sons  of  farmers  in  the 
country  to  acquire  land  and  make  homes  of 
their  own,  rather  than  be  unable  to  find  sofi- 
cient  attraction  to  settle  here,  but  go  away  to 
other  countries.  Touching  on  the  question  of 
Defence,  I  think  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been 
spent  on  that  scare ;  but  it  was  the  scare  of 
the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  Gorem- 
mentare  not  to  blame  for  doing  what  they  were 
called  upon  to  do  to  meet  the  popular  demand. 
But  I  am  quite  sure,  if  we  saw  the  Hon.  the 
^linister  of  Defence  at  the  fort  out  at  the 
Heads  on  a  misty  morning,  and  if  a  Russian 
war-ship  came  along,  he  would  look  quite  fierce 
enough  to  frighten  them  away  if  he  looked 
as  he  looked  yesterday  when  talking  about  the 
boy-platelayer  on  the  Waimea  Plains.  Sir,  as 
far  as  I  have  gone,  I  do  not  see  that  I  have  any 
fault  to  find  with  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  come  here  to  raise  a  factions 
opposition  to  anything  that  might  be  proposed 
which  might,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  right 
I  do  not  care  whether  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  fixes  up  things  so  as  to  make 
our  income  meet  our  expenditure  or  whether 
it  is  done  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District.  So  long  as  the  coontxy 
is  governed  properly  and  we  get  along  all  right 
it  matters  little  to  me  whom  the  work  is  done 
by,  so  that  it  is  done.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  of  late  about  making  both  ends  meet ;  bn; 
it  seems  to  me  like  a  long  line — the  farther  i( 
goes  the  farther  the  ends  get  apart ;  and  if  wa 
do  not  get  them  to  meet  soon  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  like  the  case  of  Stiggins  and  his  vife, 
as  stated  in  the  old  lines, — 

Said  Stiggins  to  his  wife  one  day, 

"  We've  nothing  left  to  eat. 
If  things  go  on  in  thie  queer  way 

We  sha'n't  make  both  ends  meet.** 
The  dame  replied,  in  words  discreet, 

"  We're  not  so  badly  fed 
If  we  can  make  but  one  end  meat 

And  make  the  other  bread.** 

So  I  suppose  we  shall  have  to  make  one  end 
"  bread  "  if  we  cannot  make  both  ends  **  meet," 
and  I  am  afraid,  at  the  rate  we  are  going  ai 
now,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  that.  If  ow,  Sir, 
though  I  agree  with  the  Government  in  lo 
much,  there  are  some  of  their  proposals  in  which 
I  do  not  agree  with  them.  We  all  know  what 
we  are  returned  here  for,  though  some  of  os 
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seem  not  to  care  what  we  are  sent  here  for 
after  we  are  here.    But,  at  any  rate,  I  know 
what  I  have  promised  to  tzy  to  do  ;  and  what  I 
have  promised  I  shall  do  my  best  to  carry  out, 
whoever  may  like  it  or  dislike  it.    As  to  educa- 
tion, the  proposed  retrenchment  in  it  is  a  very 
sezions  question,  because  we  have  been  carry- 
ing oux  system  on  now  for  ten  years  and  have 
spent  some  six  millions  on  it ;  so  that,  looking 
at  it  in  a  commercial  sense  only,  the  question 
is  a  very  serious  one,  and  we  should  be  exceed- 
ingly careful  not  to  upset  any  part  of  what  so 
much  money  has  been  sunk  in.    Now,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  education  vote  by  some 
£60,000,  and  the  way  it  is  proposed  to  do  this 
has  been  stated  to  us.    As  to  stopping  the  capi- 
tation on  the  children  under  six,  I  have  taken 
some  trouble  to  get  the  figures,  and  I  find  that 
there  are  scarcely  six  thousand  under  that  age 
attending  the  schools,  though  there  are  some 
seventeen  thousand   in  the   schools  who  are 
hetween  the  ages  of  six  and  seven.    But  of 
the  six  thousand  under  six  many  must  be  left 
untouched,  because  they  are  attending  small 
country  schools,  and  if  you  took  them  away  it 
would  mean  shutting  up  the  schools  altogether ; 
so  that  I  do  not  think  you  can  save  more  than 
£10,000  on  capitation  now  paid  on  children 
under  six  years  of  age.    Then,  there  is  the  re- 
duction on  the  total  capitation,  and  you  could 
probably  save   some   £5,000  on   the   Seventh 
Standard,  and  a  little  more  on  the  teachers 
in  the  normal  schools,  the  Education  Boards, 
and    the    Inspectors,    but    not    very    much. 
But  you  cannot  reach  anything  like  £60,000 
without  deteriorating  your  system,  and  that  is 
a  risk  that  you  ought  to  take  any  means  to 
avoid.     When  the  system  was  started  in  1877 
there  were  41,700  children  attending  the  schools ; 
and  now  the  number  has  increased  by  41,500 — 
the  number  has  doubled,  except  for  200,  in  less 
than  ten  years.    There  is  a  continual  increase 
of   cost  of  £16,000  a  year  on  account  of  the 
natural    increase    in    the    number  attending. 
What  I  should  like  to  see  done  would  be  some- 
thing like  this :  to  reduce  the  expenditure  by 
some  £20,000  or  so  now,  and,  by  some  system 
of  a  graduated  scale  or  otherwise,  keep  it  from 
increasing  continually  as  it  does  now ;  in  fact, 
to  so  arrange  as  to  keep  the  expense  something 
below  what  it  is  now,  and  to  prevent  it  from 
rising  for  some  years.    But  to  take  off  £60,000 
from  the  education  expenditure  at  once  is  a 
dangerous  saving,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  at- 
tempted.  What  you  should  do  is  to  look  a  little 
farther  ahead,  and  keep  the  expenditure  from 
increasing,  because  if  it  continues  to  increase 
at  the  rate  it  has  done  for  some  years  there 
will  soon  be  no  possibility  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  bearing  the  strain  it  will  be  upon  them. 
By  reducing  the  capitation  largely  now  you  will 
tend  to  drive  your  best  teachers  to  look  for 
places  outside  the  country  for  employment; 
and  if  that  continued  you  would  soon  have  only 
the  dregs  of  your  present  teaching-power  left, 
and  your  education  system  would  be  a  sham. 
Sir,  I  feel  strongly  on  this  question.  I  feel  that, 
having  started  the  system  and  kept  it  going  so 
long,  and  spent  so  much  money  on  it,  we  should 


look  at  the  matter  partly  from  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  and  we  should  keep  it  going  on  a 
footing  bearing  a  proper  relation  to  what  we 
have  spent  on  it,  and  so  not  let  that  large 
outlay  be  prevented  from  giving  its  proper 
result ;  and,  holding  this  view,  I  do  think  it 
would  be  better  to  raise  a  little  more  money  by 
the  Customs  tarifi  to  keep  our  education  system 
going  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  what  it 
has  been  up  to  now,  rather  than  endanger  the 
system  by  a  large  and  sudden  reduction.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  we  have  now  a  large 
population  who  have  been  taught,  and  taught 
well,  at  the  public  expense,  and  in  a  few  years 
many  of  those  youths  who  have  been  educated 
under  our  system  will  be  sitting  here.  They 
will  have  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  judge 
from  their  own  experience  of  the  value  of  the 
system — they  will  be  able  to  compare  their 
experiences  and  their  opinions  based  on  these 
experiences:  they  will  be  in  a  position  to 
judge  whether  the  results  of  the  system  are 
in  proportion  to  the  cost,  or  if  its  working  could 
be  unproved  and  the  cost  reduced.  Sir,  let  us 
try,  somehow  or  another,  to  keep  the  system 
going  unimpaired ^until  a  generation  that  has 
passed  through  the  schools  comes  to  this 
House  ;  and  then,  if  it  needs  to  be  altered,  let 
it  be  altered  as  their  experience  suggests,  for 
they  will  be  better  able  to  judge  than  wo  are. 
The  next  subject  I  will  say  a  few  words  on  is 
that  of  the  tariff.  I  think  we  are  all,  or  nearly 
all,  agreed  that  it  is  necesdary  in  some  way  to 
alter  the  tariff  so  as  to  encourage  native  in- 
dustries. It  having  to  be  done  on  that  account, 
the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better ;  for  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  industries  do  not  get  in  full 
going  order  all  at  once  —  they  take  a  con- 
siderable period  in  becoming  established ;  and 
therefore  the  longer  you  put  off  giving  the 
impetus  by  the  tariff  to  start  them  the  longer 
it  will  be  before  you  experience  any  benefit. 
If  you  altered  the  tariff  at  once  it  would  be 
some  months  or  even  a  year  or  two  be- 
fore you  would  feel  the  good  of  it ;  and 
therefore,  as  I  have  said,  the  sooner  you  make 
the  alterations  the  better.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  want  to  force  the  Government 
in  any  way,  especially  when  I  believe  they  are 
trying  to  do  good;  but  this  is  one  very  im- 
portant subject  that  they  have  not  included  in 
their  proposals  for  legislation  this  session.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  am  competent  to  say  how 
the  tariff  ought  to  be  altered;  but  there  are 
various  changes  which  might  be  ma^le  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  encouraging  local  in- 
dustries. Speaking  generally,  I  think  the 
duties  might  be  lowered  on  articles  that  we 
cannot  possibly  produce  to  pay  in  the  country, 
and  increased  on  those  articles  with  which  we 
could  supply  ourselves  if  sufficient  encourage- 
ment were  given.  I  am  sure  that  every  man 
in  New  Zealand  would  sooner  contribute  to  the 
revenue  a  penny  or  two  a  week  more  through 
the  Customs,  and  so  help  to  build  up  indus- 
tries giving  employment  to  many,  and  provide 
the  means  to  keep  our  schools  going,  than 
see  the  education  system  injured  and  many 
children  excluded  from  the  schools.    To  lower 
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our  edacation  system  will  make  the  comitry 
discontented,  because  the  children  already 
educated  will  be  looked  upon  as  having  been 
better  educated  and  received  greater  benefits 
than  those  who  will  be  educated  henceforth. 
Sir,  wo  require  to  consider  the  thing  most  deli- 
berately and  to  form  our  judgment  with  the  ut- 
most core  before  doing  anytning  towards  over- 
turning the  position  of  oar  education  system.  I 
wish  to  state  my  views  plainly,  so  that  what  I 
mean  in  the  matter  may  be  fully  understood. 
Well,  Sir,  it  has  been  to  me  for  a  great  many 
years  a  difficult  question  as  to  what  is  the  Free- 
trade  and  what  is  tl:c  Protectionist  argument. 
I  recollect  a  great  many  years  ago  hearing  Sir 
Robert  Peel  make  a  speech  upon  the  subject, 
and  from  that  time  until  now  it  has  puzzled 
me  to  know  who  is  a  Free-trader  and  who  is  a 
Protectionist,  who  is  a  Conservative  and  who  is 
a  Liberal ;  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
after  sixty  years  of  thought,  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  is  that  the  Conservative  is  the 
man  wlio  is  in  power,  and  that  the  Liberal  is 
the  man  who  wants  to  get  there.  That  is  all 
the  difference  I  can  see,  and  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  my  definition  is  correct; 
and  wlicn  I  see  this  House,  and  when  I  see 
the  Premier  and  others,  I  think  that  neither 
party  know  whetlier  tliey  are  Protectionists  or 
whether  they  are  Free-traders ;  and  I  can  see 
that  the  opinions  which  I  have  held  for  many 
years  are  coming  true.  Now  a  few  words  on 
our  railways :  and  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
know  something  on  this  subject,  because  for 
some  years  I  was  employed  on  railways.  I 
think  the  Legislature  will  make  a  great  mistake 
if  it  allows  the  railways  to  be  handed  over  to 
a  non-political  Board.  Now,  it  will  not  be 
long  a  non-political  Board.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  be  a  non-political  Board.  It  may 
be  supposed  to  be  a  non-political  Board ;  but 
if  j'ou  can  find  three  gentlemen  in  New 
Zealand  who  are  non-political,  and  have  not 
some  leanings  to  some  leaders  or  principles, 
I  do  not  understand  what  I  am  talking  about. 
Where  are  you  going  to  get  them  from  ?  You 
have  had  some  Boards  already — you  have  had 
Government  Insurance  Boards,  Harbour  Boards, 
and  other  Boards;  and  have  you  not  had  to 
have  Commissions  to  sit  upon  them  for  the 
protection  of  the  country?  And  if  you  have 
this  Railway  Board  you  will  have  much  the 
same  experience.  Where  are  you  going  to  get 
three,  or  four,  or  five  men  in  tliis  country  who 
will  not  be  subject  to  pressure  from  banks,  loan 
agencies,  or  some  political  influence  or  the 
other  ?  You  cannot  do  it.  And  if  you  do  get 
the  Board,  what  is  it  going  to  do  for  you  ?  It 
will  just  have  to  begin  where  your  department 
began  in  1871,  and  which  must  surely  now  know 
better  what  is  required  than  any  Board  you 
can  get.  You  propose  to  send  to  America  or 
England  or  some  otlier  out-of-the-way  place  to 
get  a  manager  for  your  railways.  You  have 
sent  to  England  for  all  sorts  of  people,  includ- 
ing your  rulers;  and  what  have  these  men  done 
for  us?  Nine  times  out  of  ten  they  have  done 
a  little  worse  than  would  have  been  done  by 
persons  in  the  colony ;  and  you  will  have  the 
Mr,  Blake 


same  result  in  this  case,  probably.  Do  yon 
think  that  you  will  be  able  to  pay  a  man  a 
sufficient  salary  to  get  a  really  first-class  man 
to  manage  the  railways?  Why,  a  man  fit  to 
manage  your  railways  can  get  £2,000  or  £3,000 
a  year  at  Home  or  in  America,  and  you  cannot 
afford  to  pay  him  that.  You  will  get  a  man 
for  £700  or  £800  a  year,  and  he  will  simply 
be  some  understrapper  recommended  by  some 
one  at  Home,  and  you  will  think  that  you  have 
struck  a  patch.  So  you  will — a  patch  of  losses,, 
until  he  learns  his  business  at  the  expense  of 
the  colony.  That  is  what  you  will  do  by  im- 
porting a  man  to  manage  your  railways.  Your 
system  of  railways  is  right  enough  in  the  main, 
and  your  management  is  not  bad  on  the  whole» 
so  far  as  mere  management  goes.  Your  mis- 
take has  been  in  the  branch-lines.  Look  at 
your  railways.  Y'ou  have  only  got  about  a 
million's  worth  that  pay  really  well — those  are 
the  Greymouth,  Westport,  and  Napier  lines. 
They  cost  a  million  or  twelve  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  and  they  are  the  only  lines  that  pay 
really  well ; — I  suppose  they  pay  £4  17s.  6d.  per 
cent,  altogether.  Look  at  the  railways  in  the 
North  Island.  There  is  the  Auckland  section, 
what  docs  it  pay  ?  £1  8s.  per  cent.,  and  the  cost 
a  million  and  three-quarters.  Here  is  the  Wa> 
nganui  section ;  it  cost  nearly  a  million  and  a 
half;  and  what  did  it  pay  last  year?  Ten 
shillings  per  cent. ;  the  Wellington,  £2  5s. ;  the 
Nelson,  £1  Is.;  and  then  you  come  down  to  poor 
Picton,  which  pays  lid.  How  can  you  expect 
any  man,  no  matter  from  what  part  of  the 
world  you  may  bring  him,  to  make  those  rail- 
ways pay  3  or  4  per  cent.  ?  Going  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  South  Island,  the  main  trunk  line 
does  not  pay  badly  ;  but  political  pressure  waa 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  to  make 
branch-lines,  and  those  cut  down  the  net  re- 
turn on  the  whole  of  the  main  line  to  £2  13s. 
Taking  everything  into  consideration,  that  is 
not  a  bad  return  ;  but  it  would  be  much  better 
if  it  were  not  for  the  branch-lines.  And  what 
about  them  ?  Suppose  you  did  the  thing  as  you 
ought  to  do,  why,  if  you  attempted  to  make 
the  Eyreton  line  pay  you  would  lose  the  support 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley;  if  you 
attempted  to  make  the  White  Cliffs  line  pay  you 
would  lose  the  support  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn ;  if  you  attempted  to  make  the 
Little  River  line  pay  you  would  lose  the  sup- 
port of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  ;  if 
you  attempted  to  make  the  Invercargill-Kings- 
ton  line  pay  you  would  lose  the  support  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace;  and  so  on. 
Until  you  have  a  Government  strong  enough  to 
work  the  railways  as  they  should  be  worked — a 
Government  not  too  fond  of  power — you  will 
never  make  them  pay.  The  system  of  railways 
as  originally  proposed  would  have  paid.  What 
has  done  the  mischief  is  the  love  of  power  on 
the  nart  of  public  men,  and  the  pressure  that 
has  been  brought  to  bear  to  make  branch  rail- 
ways and  to  reduce  the  tariff.  That  is  how  it 
is  that  your  railways  do  not  pay.  As  to  this 
borrowing,  I  scarcely  know  wnat  I  am  to  say. 
I  am  against  it,  and  I  mean  to  do  what  I  can 
to  prevent  further  borrowing.    The  proposals  of 
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the  Government  on  this  point  remind  me  of  a 
story  told  of  an  Irishman  to  whom  there  went 
a  man  with  register  grates,  who  asked  him  to 
bay  one.  "  What  are  they  for  ?  "  asked  the 
man.  "  Oh,"  was  the  reply,  *•  it  will  save  you 
half  your  fuel."  "  Well,"  said  the  Irishman, "  I 
will  take  two,  and  save  the  lot. "  Your  proposals 
are  much  the  same.  You  are  going  to  stop 
borrowing  by  taking  two  millions  more.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  do  not  like  it ;  and,  though  I 
might  be  disposed  to  vote  for  borrowing  another 
haU>million  to  square  things  up  next  year,  I 
shall  always  object  to  having  further  large 
borrowiog,  and  will  oppose  it  as  long  as  I  am 
able  to  do  so.  My  abilities  may  be  small,  but 
my  experience  has  been  large,  and  I  am  con- 
.  vinced  that  there  is  no  good  likely  to  come  out 
ol  this  borrowing.  I  do  not  know  that  I  care 
to  say  much  more.  But  just  a  word  about  the 
mail  contracts  that  have  been  talked  about.  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  agree  that  it  is  time  we 
considered  whether  we  cannot  let  our  letters 
be  sent  by  any  ship  that  may  be  going,  without 
spending  money  in  the  way  of  subsidies.  If 
every  ship  that  went  out  carried  some  of  our 
letters,  I  think  that  would  be  often  enough, 
especially  as  we  have  the  cable  to  go  to  in  case 
of  anything  urgently  necessary.  At  this  late 
hour  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while  saying 
any  more.  You  will  know  something  of  what 
my  ideas  are.  I  only  wish  this  to  be  under- 
stood: that  I  shall  ofier  no  factious  opposi- 
tion to  any  Government  that  is  carrying  on 
the  government  of  the  country  in  what  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  reasonable  manner;  but  I  do 
ask  the  Premier  and  the  Government  to  try,  if 
they  possibly  con,  to  give  us  some  idea  of  how 
they  intend  to  reduce  the  expenditure  before 
we  go  away  from  this.  Many  of  us,  at  any 
rate,  are  as  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country  as  any  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  sit  on  the  Government  benches — as  anxious 
even  as  the  ^linister  of  Education.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  he  will  have  enough  to  do  if  he  does 
his  part  well ;  and  I  hope  that  he  will  see  his 
way  to  confine  his  speech  to  us  to  the  English 
language  instead  of  dipping  into  the  Grecian 
mytholog}*.  I  hope  we  shall  be  given  infor- 
mation as  to  what  is  intended  to  be  done, 
for  I  am  quite  sure  that  our  constituents  will 
be  dissatisfied  unless  we  get  information,  and 
you  will  not  be  satisfied  unless  you  receive  the 
support  of  the  country  in  what  you  are  doing. 
I  know,  for  instance,  that  the  last  speaker,  the 
honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast,  is  not 
very  well  satisfied  with  you  in  keeping  this 
information  back,  any  more  than  I  am.  I 
am,  in  fact,  as  great  a  supporter  of  you  as  he 
is,  or  of  any  one  who  will  do  this  thing  that  has 
to  be  done  in  a  reasonable  manner — that  is,  to 
bring  our  expenses  within  our  means.  All  of 
us  who  intend  to  live  in  New  Zealand  till  we 
die  look  upon  you  or  any  other  gentleman 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government  to  do 
these  things  as  they  ought  to  be  done  ;  yet  you 
must  acknowledge  to  me  and  to  this  House 
that,  unless  you  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  you  intend  to  do  these  things, 
we,  as  men,  should  not  be  satisfied.    We  want 


particularly  to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done  in 
reference  to  the  unemployed,  and  the  women 
and  children  who  are  starving  in  the  towns. 
They  must  have  relief,  and,  if  you  do  not  give 
it  to  them,  I  fear  that,  before  long,  they  will 
take  it,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  there  is  no 
man  in  the  country  who  will  say  that  they  ar» 
wrong  in  doing  that.  You  have  the  power  to 
do  it.  Do  it  as  soo..  as  possible,  because  it  is 
quite  useless  to  put  it  ofi  until  all  our  hearts 
are  filled  with  evil. 

Major  JACKSON.  — Although  I  had  the 
honour  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago  to 
sit  in  this  House,  still  I  may  practically  be 
called  a  now  member — that  is,  judging  by  my 
knowledge  of  the  rules  and  forms  of  this 
Assembly  now  in  force — and  should  I  during 
the  course  of  this  debate  make  use  of  any  ex- 
pression that  cannot  be  considered  strictly 
within  the  bounds  of  parliamentary  etiquette^ 
I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  not  think  it  due  to  any 
want  of  respect  or  courtesy  on  my  part  to 
yourself  or  the  House,  but  rather  debit  it  to 
my  ignorance,  lack  of  judgment  or  discretion, 
if  not  to  all  of  them  combined.  The  first 
matter  to  which  I  wish  to  address  myself  is 
the  following  item  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment : — 

**  Public  Works  Fund  Account. — This  account 
is  now  divided  into  three  separate  accounts — a 
separation  necessitated  by  the  legislation  of  the 
session  of  1886,  which  had  the  effect  of  what  has 
been  termed  'ear-marking'  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  and  the  loan  au- 
thorized in  1886  to  the  specific  purposes  set 
forth  in  the  two  Loan  Acts." 

Well,  Sir,  about  this  "  ear-marking"  we  have 
hecurd  a  great  deal.  It  seems  to  be  very  nice 
in  theory,  but  does  not  work  well  in  practice. 
We  find  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of 
this  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Kailway  Loan 
being  "  ear-marked  "  so  that  the  money  should 
not  be  diverted,  it  was  used  to  a  very  great 
extent  for  other  purposes :  a  large  slice 
drifted  down  the  Wanganui  River,  and  more 
was  lost  on  the  pumice  hills  and  plains.  It 
seems  that  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  "ear-marking"  the  loans,  but  also 
for  *•  herding  "  them.  We  know  that  if  you  buy 
cattle  and  put  them  on  your  land  you  must> 
if  your  land  is  unfenced,  "  herd  "  them  or  they 
will  stray,  and  that  "ear -marking"  merely 
will  not  keep  them  at  home.  And  if  wo  do 
not  want  to  have  our  loans  straying  of!  into 
places  where  they  are  not  intended  to  go  we 
must  not  only  "ear-mark"  but  "herd"  them. 
And  if  the  Controller  has  not  now  sufficient 
power  to  prevent  money  from  being  spent  not 
only  against  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  but  also 
against  the  implied  wish  of  Parliament,  he 
should  be  at  once  given  that  power ;  and  per- 
haps, to  prevent  inconvenience  to  contractors 
and  others,  it  would  be  well  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  consult  that  official  before  letting 
contracts  about  which  there  is  any  reason- 
able doubt  as  to  their  being  within  the  inten- 
tions of  Parliament.  The  expenditure  on  the 
Wemganui  River  was  partly  in  connection 
with  snagging  the  same  so  as  to  make  it  avail- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


520 


Find/ncial- 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Not.  18 


able  for  steamers ;  and,  as  usual  and  necessary, 
the  work  was  under  the  supervision  of  an  over- 
seer; and,  to  make  sure  the  work  should  be 
well  overlooked,  a  blind  man  was  appointed, 
and  he  literally  oversaw  the  work  completely, 
inasmuch  that  he  could  not  see  it  at  all.  Sir, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  this  contradicted ;  but 
I  am  afraid  it  is  a  true  bill,  being,  I  under- 
stand, capable  of  proof.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
honourable  members  to  say  "  Oh,  oh  I  *'  but  I 
am  not  usually  credited  with  making  false 
statements  and  barking  when  not  in  a  position 
to  bite.  Bef erring  to  the  Maori  lands,  the 
Statement  says, — 

"  The  apparently  insoluble  problem  of  dealing 
Vnth  the  Native  lajids  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
way  in  the  interest  of  the  Maoris  and  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country  has  occupied  pro- 
bably more  of  the  time  of  the  Government  and 
Legislature  of  the  colony  than  almost  any  other 
question.    .    .    . 

"  The  Maori,  on  the  one  hand,  will  be  liable 
to  pay  rates  and  taxes  as  his  fellow-subject  of 
the  European  race  is,  and,  on  the  other,  he  will 
be  permitted  to  deal  with  his  land  as  freely  as  a 
European  after  the  Crown  title  has  been  ob- 
tained, except  to  this  extent :  that  he  will  be 
compelled  to  retain  a  sufficient  amount  of  land 
for  the  maintenance  of  himself  and  his  family ; 
and  of  all  those  possessing  large  tracts  of 
country  it  will  be  required  that  the  land  shall 
be  sold  in  blocks  only  of  a  moderate  size." 

Well,  Sir,  I  believe  that  great  injustice 
has  been  done  to  Natives  and  to  Europeans 
in  times  past.  Natives  have  sold  lands  and 
Europeans  have  bought  them  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  law ;  but,  through  gome  altera- 
tion of  that  law,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
complete  the  titles,  though  both  parties  have 
been  acting  in  good  faith.  I  think  you  will 
find  that  a  great  deal  of  the  trouble  in  connec- 
tion with  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands  in 
the  past  happened  in  this  way:  Negotiations 
were  generally  commenced  and  money  paid 
before  the  land  was  through  the  Court,  those 
Natives  who  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
particular  block  being  usually  the  most  anxious 
to  do  business;  and  when  the  land  came  be- 
fore the  Native  Land  Court  heaven  and  earth 
were  moved  to  vest  titles  in  those  who  had 
taken  money,  and  often  to  the  injury  of  the 
real  owner,  whose  only  fault  was  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  sell.  Now,  I  think  the  better  course 
would  be  that  Native  land  should  be  brought 
before  the  Native  Land  Court  with  the  view  of 
having  it  all  held  under  Crown  grant.  The 
question  of  title  should  be  ascertained  in  a 
simple  and  equitable  manner,  the  Judges  not 
merely  giving  judgment  upon  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted, but  also  satisfjring  themselves  that  the 
interests  of  absentees  are  protected.  When 
the  ownership  of  the  land  is  determined,  the 
interests  of  the  minors  should  be  ascertained, 
their  share  cut  off  and  vested  in  trustees,  <md 
ample  reserves  made  for  all  the  possible  re- 
quirements of  the  tribe  or  hapu,  which  should 
be  made  inalienable,  the  balance  to  be  mdi- 
vidualised  and  disposed  of  as  the  owners  may 
deem  fit.  Natives  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
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have  the  titles  to  their  lands  asceor tained,  the 
Land  Court  should  be  empowered  to  take  action 
of  its  own  motion,  so  that  all  lands  may  be 
held  under  a  title.  Any  Native  holding  land 
under  Crown  grant  should,  in  respect  of  such 
land,  be  treated  exactly  as  a  European,  enjoy- 
ing the  same  privileges  and  subject  to  the  same 
liabilities.  Any  Native  objecting  to  paji  rates 
and  taxes  in  respect  of  land  to  which  he  has  a 
title  should  sell  to  Government  or  others  who 
would  not  so  object.  There  is  no  danger  of 
the  land  being  held  in  large  blocks  for  specu- 
lative purposes,  because,  being  granted  to  indi- 
vidual Natives,  it  would  necessarily  be  in  com- 
paratively small  areas,  and  settlers  would  be 
in  a  position  to  select  the  best  portions,  and 
no  doubt  would  give  a  better  price  for  the 
choice  pieces  than  any  land-shark  could  give 
for  the  block  as  a  whole.  A  great  deal  of 
the  land  held  by  Natives  in  the  Lower  Wsi- 
kato  is  under  Crown  grant,  much  of  it  being 
a  gift  from  the  Crown;  and  in  some  in- 
stances Natives  hold  the  choice  portions, 
such  as  river- frontages,  &c.  Natives  should 
not  escape  taxation  on  those  lands.  Then, 
Natives  have  taxes  remitted  in  other  ways: 
they  do  not  pay  any  tax  on  their  dogs,  which 
sometimes  roam  about  and  do  much  damage. 
If  Natives  keep  their  dogs  at  home,  well  sjod 
good, — they  need  not  pay  taxes  on  them ;  bat 
when  Natives  come  and  settle  in  European 
districts  their  dogs  should  be  taxed  the  same 
as  any  other  settler's.  I  do  not  say  this  shonld 
be  done  for  the  sake  of  raising  money,  for  I 
care  not  if  the  revenue  from  this  source  is 
applied  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  Na- 
tives; but  it  must  be  done,  so  that  the  dogs 
may  not  be  allowed  to  run  at  large,  without  it 
being  known  to  whom  they  belong.  It  is  not 
right  that  taxes  should  be  levied  on  Native 
land  until  the  title  has  been  ascertained  and 
it  is  known  to  whom  it  belongs,  becanse  if 
that  were  done  it  is  simply  a  question  of  slow 
bleeding  to  death,  for  when  it  is  settled  upon 
the  Natives  the  taxes  might  be  found  to  come 
to  as  much  as  the  land  is  worth.  As  I  have 
before  said,  steps  should  be  token  quickly  to 
have  titles  ascertained,  and  then  the  Natives 
might  pay  rates,  sell  their  lands,  or  do  what 
they  liked  with  them.  Now,  as  to  settlement, 
the  Statement  says, — 

*'  But  we  must  also  promote  the  settlement 
and  occupation  of  the  lands  of  the  colony  by 
rendering  them  attractive  to  persons  willing 
and  able  to  cultivate  them  and  to  develop  their 
many  and  varied  resources  with  their  own  skill 
and  capital." 

'*  There  is  no  surer  way  of  lifting  the  country 
out  of  its  present  difficulties  than  by  the  intzo- 
duction  of  considerable  numbers  of  persons 
possessed  of  sufficient  means  and  knowledge 
to  cultivate  the  land  profitably;  not  only  as 
ordinary  farmers,  but  as  fruit-growers,  and 
growers  of  plants  suitable  for  manufacture,  or 
to  supply  other  industries.  Our  efforts  at 
retrenchment  will  be  comparatively  unavailing 
to  restore  prosperity  unless  we  can  obtain  a 
considerable  accession  to  our  population  of 
persons  in  a  position  to  employ  labour.    We 
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think  the  time  for  this  veiy  favourable,  and,  if 
the  House  should  approve  of  the  course  we 
shall  propose  to  it  upon  this  subject,  we  hope 
to  see  at  no  distant  period  a  considerable 
accession  to  our  population  of  persons  of  the 
class  above  referred  to." 

That,  I  think,  is  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  country :  we  must  make  the  colony  more 
attractive  for  settlers  than  it  is  at  present. 
Before  we  can  expect  people  with  capital  to 
oome  and  settle  here  we  must  give  them  an 
assurance  that  they  can  get  good  titles,  so  that 
if  they  buy  land  they  may  know  they  are  not 
buying  litigation.  In  a  recent  case  there  was  a 
lawsuit  in  the  colony  in  connection  with  the 
validity  of  a  Grown  grant,  and,  though  there 
was  no  fault  on  the  part  of  the  person  who 
held  the  title,  still  he  had  to  defend  the  grant, 
issued  by  the  Queen,  and  upon  which  fees, 
&c.,  had  been  paid,  at  his  own  cost,  the  then 
Government  not  in  any  way  assisting,  as  it 
undoubtedly  should  have  done,  to  sustain 
the  title,  it  being  rumoured  its  sympathy  was 
quite  the  other  way.  That  is  a  case  which 
has  caused  a  great  deal  of  expense,  and 
also  done  an  incalculable  amoimt  of  damage, 
because  in  consequence  of  it  people  would 
not  invest  in  lands  in  the  colony  who  would 
otherwise  have  done  so.  One  institution  —  the 
Scotti-sh  Widows'  Fund,  I  think — was  sending 
out  funds  for  investment;  but  the  managers 
found  the  land -titles  were  not  secure,  and 
they  decided  they  would  not  make  investments 
in  this  colony.  I  think  there  should  be  a  Bill 
passed  making  titles  to  land  indisputable,  so 
that  any  person  who  buys  land  under  Grown 
grant  would  know  that  he  was  secure  ;  but,  of 
course,  that  should  not  protect  any  one  who 
had  acted  fraudulently,  in  which  case  pro- 
ceedings should  be  for  damages,  and  not 
against  the  title.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
colonial  and  English  capital  invested  in  Native 
lands  which  is  in  the  position  of  **  Mahomet's 
coffin : "  you  cannot  complete  the  titles  to 
the  land  and  you  cannot  get  the  money  back, 
and  that  in  connection  with  transactions  that 
have  been  entered  into  within  the  law;  and 
I  think  the  completion  of  such  transactions 
should  be  permitted.  If  the  Government 
is  determined  to  maintain  its  pre-emptive 
right,  then  it  should  take  over  interests 
that  have  been  legally  acquired,  or  it  should 
give  these  people  their  titles,  setting  free 
the  locked -up  capital  for  other  purposes. 
This  is  quite  necessary.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  frauds  perpetrated  on  the 
Natives ;  and  no  doubt  the  Natives  have  been 
imposed  on  in  many  instances ;  but,  then,  it  is 
equally  true  that  Europeans  have  also  suffered, 
and  some  one  who  will  look  after  the  interests 
of  Europeans  is  necessary. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  oh  1 

Major  JACKSON.— If  you  had  been  dealing 
with  Natives  you  would  know  all  about  it,  and 
also  know  that  what  I  advocate  is  necessary. 
I  think  that  a  Native  should  not  be  allowed 
to  profit  by  his  own  wrong-doing.  Many  of 
these  questions  are  not  settled,  and  a  com- 
petent man,  if  one  can  be  found,  should  be 


appointed  and  well  paid  to  undertake  this  work* 
He  should  be  a  man  capable  of  intelligently 
and  fairly  judging  between  both  parties,  and 
he  should  go  into  these  transactions  and  decide 
them  upon  their  merits.  He  should  see  that 
equity  is  done,  that  the  Natives  get  full  value 
for  the  land ;  but,  if  the  land  has  been  fairly 
sold  by  Natives  who,  at  the  time,  fully  under- 
stood what  they  were  doing,  those  who  have 
advanced  money  upon  it  should  get  the  value 
of  such  money,  and  have  these  trd.nsactions 
wound  up.  There  are  many  people  who  say 
they  will  not  send  money  to  New  Zealand  for 
investment,  for  when  it  is  put  into  land  here 
they  can  neither  get  the  land  nor  recover  their 
money.  Natives  do  not  always  understand  the 
nature  of  an  oath  or  the  responsibility  at- 
tached to  it.  I  can  give  an  instance  of  this. 
When  a  Native  dies  it  is  usual  for  others  to 
make  an  application  in  respect  to  his  land. 
In  one  case  a  Native  died,  and,  as  he  had  no 
relation,  they  could  not,  without  a  will,  deal 
with  his  land.  Eventually  a  will  was  produced, 
bat  not  only  was  that  will  dated  twelve  months 
after  the  man's  decease,  but  the  water-mark  in 
the  paper  was  two  years  after  his  death.  Of 
course  the  man  who  produced  this  will  did  not 
get  the  land ;  but  nothing  was  done  to  him, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  right  to 
punish  him.  Fair  warning  should  be  given 
to  the  Natives  respecting  the  consequence  of 
a  false  oath  :  they  should  be  told  that  if  they 
make  false  oaths  they  will  be  punished ;  but 
it  would  not  be  right  to  punish  them  without 
giving  them  warning,  because  many  of  them 
think  they  have  a  right  to  say  anything  they 
like  on  oath.  Men  have  trumped  up  cases  to 
get  the  land  belonging  to  others.  I  know  of 
one  instance  in  which  a  Native,  when  asked 
for  his  defence  for  doing  this,  said  that  the 
owner  of  the  land  was  "done  out  of  it"  for  this 
reason :  that  he  would  not  sell,  and  so  they 
had  to  put  in  some  one  else  as  owner  of  the 
land  who  would.  Nor  do  I  think  the  owner 
of  that  land  ever  got  justice.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  this  case — it  is  one  that  was  well 
known  at  the  time — and  it  shows  that  people 
ought  to  be  protected.  Another  cause  of  in- 
justice lies  in  this :  that  a  Native  cannot  ap- 
pear in  the  Land  Gourt  by  an  agent.  Now, 
there  is  a  large  tract  of  country  containing 
many  settlements  where  nothing  is  known  of 
European  or  Native  Land  Gourt  procedure, 
and  when  these  Natives  come  into  Gourt  they 
are  done  out  of  their  rights.  I  see  I  have  some 
notes  about  the  Taupo  Land  Gourt,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  say  much  about  it  now,  because 
there  is  a  case  coming  before  the  House,  and 
it  will  be  inquired  into.  The  evil  complained  of 
is  that  the  people  to  whom  the  lands  belong 
were  not  included  in  the  list  of  owners.  After 
the  decision  was  given,  these  people  went  on  to 
the  land  ostensibly  to  shoot  pigeons,  but  really 
to  make  good  their  title  to  the  land.  The  Na- 
tives, on  doing  that,  thought  they  had  done 
their  duty  and  established  their  right  to  the 
land.  They  applied  for  a  rehearing,  but  could 
not  get  it.  They  said  that  the  judgment  was 
illegal,  and  asked  for  a  case  to  be  stated  for  the 
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Supreme  Court  to  set  doubts  at  rest ;  but  they 
could  not  got  an  answer :  and  all  the  time  the 
Grovernment  was  buying  and  did  buy  the  land. 
The  Natives  say  they  have  recently  learned 
judgment  was  only  given  on  the  24th  September, 
long  after  the  price  for  the  land  had  been  paid, 
and  that  the  matter  ought  now  to  be  inquired 
into.  Now,  with  regard  to  settlement,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  nationalisation  of  the  land  is  a 
good  thing  at  all ;  it  is  the  fad  of  all  fads.  If 
the  Government  of  the  day  had  the  power  to 
buy  the  lands  of  individuals,  thoy  would  make 
that  power  an  engine  either  to  reward  their 
friends  or  punish  their  enemies,  as  the  case 
might  be.  One  man  might  have  a  piece  of 
land  he  did  not  wish  to  sell,  and  might  be 
forced  to  take  less  than  its  value  to  him  for  it ; 
while  another  having  land  he  wished  to  sell 
might  get  a  very  good  price  for  it.  Sir,  I 
notice  those  who  advocate  nationalisation 
have  no  land,  nor  do  they  require  any. 
It  is  an  unwise  step  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  nothing  but  leasing  land.  Is  it 
likely  that  people  will  come  from  the  Home- 
country  simply  to  lease  land  here?  Their 
desire  is  to  got  land  of  their  own ;  and  you 
ought  to  allow  people  to  take  up  land  on  any 
terms  which  they  think  best  for  themselves. 
If  a  man  has  a  little  money,  why  should 
he  not  get  every  encouragement  to  obtain 
his  freehold?  Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the 
planting  of  forest-trees.  I  believe  the  arrange- 
ment was  to  give  so  many  acres  of  land  for  a 
given  number  of  acres  which  had  been  planted 
with  forest-trees.  Supposing  any  one  wished 
to  take  up  waste  lands,  why  should  he  not  be 
allowed  to  do  so  on  condition  that  when  he  had 
planted  a  certain  and  agreed-upon  portion  of 
same  with  forest-trees,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  regulations,  he  should  be  given  a 
title  to  that  land  ?  We  have  a  quantity  of  land 
now  which  is  growing  nothing,  and  it  would 
pay  the  colony  to  give  that  land  away  to  the 
man  who  would  make  good  use  of  it.  Give  it, 
as  the  saying  is,  to  the  man  who  will  make  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  blade 
now  grows.  I  think,  too,  that  lands  might  be 
settled  in  conjunction  with  the  Government 
Insurance  Department.  This  is  not  my  own 
idea,  but  has  already  been  suggested,  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  late  Government.  Supposing 
a  man  requires  land  for  settlement,  and 
insures  his  life,  why  not  pat  him  in  posses- 
sion of  as  much  land  as  his  insurance  will 
cover?  If  he  dies  the  land  will  be  paid  for, 
and  his  family  will  have  some  property  to  sup- 
port them.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  the  system  to  explain  it 
fully ;  but  that  is  the  general  idea.  As  for  the 
railway  employes,  these  platelayers  and  others 
who  have  been  so  much  talked  about,  I  think  a 
plan  could  be  adopted  by  which  the  Grovern- 
ment would  be  able  to  employ  double  the 
number  of  men  thoy  now  employ,  and  at  no 
greater  cost.  It  could  be  done  m  this  way : 
Settlements  should  be  established  near  the 
places  at  which  these  people  are  employed; 
and  give  them  a  certain  quantity  of  land  under 
any  system  in  force  they  choose,  and  employ 
Major  Jackson 


them  at  half-time,  working  three  days  each 
week  for  the  Government  and  tliree  days  far 
themselves.  Give  them  good  land,  and  let  them 
know  that  they  can  make  a  freehold  of  it ;  and 
if  they  cannot  make  a  living  out  of  Uio  land, 
supplemented  by  the  three  days'  pay,  they  are 
not  worth  much  at  anything  else.  You  oouldf 
in  that  way,  employ  six  men  where  you  noiw 
employ  three;  and  in  case  of  accident  you 
would  know  at  once  where  to  get  good  trained 
men.  I  suppose,  too,  that  in  a  little  time  there 
will  be  additional  workshops  put  np.  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  not  be  erected  where  there 
is  good  land  to  spare  for  settlement,  which  you 
could  establish  by  giving  the  men  working  in 
the  shops  land  under  the  same  system  as  the 
others;  and  you  could  thus  employ  two  men 
for  every  one  now  employed,  and  these  men 
would  be  living  alongside  their  work.  The 
establishment  of  pensioner-settlements  woold 
be  a  good  thing,  for  you  would  in  that  way  get 
on  the  land  men  who  have  money,  and  able  to 
pay  their  own  way.  There  is  another  advantage 
in  having  these  working-men  on  the  land — their 
children  would  grow  up,  and  make  better 
settlers  than  any  you  could  import.  Now  with 
regard  to  the  railways.  It  is  said  m  the  Finan- 
cial Statement, — 

**  The  management  of  our  railways  from  the 
first  has  never  given  satisfaction  to  the  pablic 
It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  on  my  part  to  en- 
deavour to  explain  the  reasons  for  the  public 
dissatisfaction.  The  fact,  probably,  is  sufficient 
for  us  that  the  public  have  long  been  greatly 
dissatisfied  with  what  is  called  the  mismanage- 
ment of  our  railways." 

I  do  not  think  it  will  altogether  be  a  waste 
of  time  my  giving  some  reasons  why  I  am 
dissatisfied  with  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways. We  were  taught,  in  our  youth,  that  the 
greater  includes  the  lesser,  but  they  teach  a  very 
different  principle  in  connection  with  our  rail- 
ways. It  was  only  lately  that  it  cost  more  to 
take  one  ton  of  goods  from  Auckland  to  Otoro- 
hanga  by  the  railway  than  to  take  two  tons,  and  I 
know  that  you  can  now  get  two  tons  of  potatoes 
taken  on  that  line  for  less  than  yon  can  25cwt. 
With  regard  to  coal,  if  you  want  to  send  a 
truckload  of  coal  from  Huntly  to  Otahuhn  the 
best  way  is  to  send  it  right  into  Auckland  and 
then  re-book  it  back  to  Otahuhu,  and  you  will 
save  6d.  a  ton  on  the  freight.  If  any  one  can 
show  me  how  it  is  better  to  send  an  article  nine 
miles  beyond  its  destination  and  back  again 
for  less  money  than  sending  it  direct,  I  should 
like  to  know  how  it  is  done.  Then,  with 
regard  to  milk — which  is  the  life  of  country 
settlers,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  milk  is 
the  mainstay  of  the  small  settler — a  creamezy 
is  established  at  Tuakau.  The  railway 
charges  a  halfpemiy  a  gallon  to  send  the  milk 
to  that  establishment,  and  when  the  cream 
is  taken  ofE-  it  charges  another  halfpenny  a 
gallon  for  taking  the  milk  back  again — that 
is,  two-fifths  of  its  gross  value.  Perhaps  the 
railways  cannot  afford  to  do  it  cheaper  so  as  to 
make  it  pay ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  our  rail- 
ways should  be  looked  at  from  a  purely  com- 
mercial point  of  view;  I  consider  that  they 
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ate  intended  more  for  the  promotion  of  settle- 
ment in  the  country.  If  we  are  to  look  at 
them  merely  as  revenue-producing  machines, 
the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  them  altogether  the 
better.  We  do  not  expect  our  roads  to  recoup 
their  cost,  Euid  if  that  principle  is  eidopted 
with  regard  to  our  stone  roads  why  should  it 
not  be  applied  to  our  iron  roads  ?  Neither  do 
I  think  that  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  con- 
struction should  be  charged  locally,  any  more 
than  is  done  in  the  case  of  roads.  Then, 
with  respect  to  the  system. of  small  parcels, 
there  should  be  a  uniform  rate  no  matter  what 
the  distance  is.  Why  should  you  not  take 
these  small  parcels  one  hundred  miles  at  the 
same  rate  as  you  take  them  ten  miles,  so  long 
as  they  are  not  rebooked?  That  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  very  many  persons  up 
country.  With  regard  to  manure,  it  should 
be  taken  at  a  very  low  rate  by  the  railway,  and 
might  perhaps  with  advantage  be  taken  for 
nothing:  the  more  m/Lnure  you  take  up  country 
the  more  grain  you  will  have  to  bring  back. 
The  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  milk.  If 
it  were  carried  at  a  very  low  rate  it  would 
keep  these  creameries  running,  thus  enabling 
farmers  to  purchase  more  commodities  in  the 
towns,  and  that  would  bring  work  to  the  rail- 
ways. Sir,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not 
think  the  railways  were  made  altogether  for 
profit.  In  a  new  country  like  this  they  should 
be  made  to  open  up  the  country  and  encourage 
settlement.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about 
Vaile's  scheme  lately,  and  I  must  say  that  I 
should  like  to  see  it  get  a  fair  trial. 

An  Hon.  Member.— On  what  line  ? 

Major  JACKSON.— On  yours,  if  you  like. 
I  do  not  care  where,  so  that  it  gets  a  fair 
trial  under  the  supervision  of  those  who  will 
honestly  endeavour  to  make  it  a  success. 
We  should  like  it  tried  in  the  Waikato ; 
and  I  do  not  think  the  trial  would  involve 
much,  if  any,  loss.  I  understand  that  a  Com- 
mittee has  recommended  that  it  should  be 
tried,  and  certainly  the  country  would  not  lose 
much  if  it  were  to  get  a  trial,  and  great  good 
might  come  out  of  it.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Government  will  give  some  assistance 
towards  that  end.  I  believe  many  experts 
approve  of  it;  the  late  Native  Minister  is  in 
favour  of  it;  and  I  have  heard  that  the 
present  Premier  has  said  that  it  is  a  good 
scheme.  As  we  have  these  expressions  of 
approval  from  both  sides  of  the  House,  per- 
haps we  shall  have  a  trial  made.  I  know 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works  does  not 
agree  with  it,  but  I  believe  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  adopt.  And,  now  Sir,  I  will  turn  to 
the  question  of  Ministers'  salaries.  Some 
honourable  members  say  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  reduced,  that  the  salaries  are  not  too  high 
lor  the  work  Ministers  have  to  do,  and  that 
people  outside  get  much  higher  salaries  ;  but  I 
think,  if  Ministers  are  going  in  for  retrench- 
ment, they  are  doing  right  in  commencing 
with  themselves,  because  it  will  be  evidence  to 
the  country  that  they  mean  business.  As  for 
onr  own  honorarium,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
go  in  for  reducing  other  people's  salaries  and 


stick  to  our  own.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  members,  I  do  not 
think  that  would  be  an  unmixed  blessing.  At 
the  present  time  the  centres  of  population  have 
too  much  to  say  in  the  administration  of  the 
afiairs  of  the  country,  and  unless  the  elections 
take  place  on  a  proper  basis,  and  the  propor- 
tion between  the  country  and  the  towns  is 
readjusted,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  mem- 
bers would  be  a  great  evil.  Therefore,  if  the 
number  of  members  is  reduced,  I  hope  there 
will  be  an  alteration  in  the  proportion  between 
the  centres  of  population  and  the  country  dis- 
tricts. Well,  now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  land- 
purchases.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
them,  and,  to  my  mind,  the  proper  course  to 
pursue  would  be  to  send  some  competent  per- 
son to  inspect  the  land  before  it  is  purchased 
and  sec  if  it  is  worth  acquiring.  It  should  be 
classed  properly  before  buying,  for  it  is  not  of 
the  least  use  owning  land  that  is  valueless. 
You  will  always  find  persons  very  anxious  to 
sell  bad  land;  and  when  you  employ  persons 
to  buy  land  on  commission  you  may  depend 
upon  it  that  you  will  get  a  large  proportion  of 
bad  land.  Begarding  education,  I  read  from 
the  Financial  Statement  these  words : — 

"  The  reductions  proposed  in  the  departments 
generally  I  do  not  propose  here  to  refer  to  in 
detail.  These  will  be  dealt  with  in  Committee 
by  the  several  Ministers  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partments. But  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon 
our  education  system,  in  regard  to  which,  while 
admitting  that  it  has  given  great  satisfaction 
from  the  purely  educational  point  of  view, 
specialists  agree  that  relatively  to  population 
and  revenue  the  system  is  too  costly.  They 
difier  only  as  to  the  means  by  which  reductions 
may  bo  best  eSectcd." 

Sir,  these  are  my  views ;  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  country  generally,  irrespective  of  all 
questions  of  policy,  that  the  colony  cannot 
afiord  to  spend  on  education  the  amount  we 
have  had  to  pay  in  the  past  and  are  now  pay- 
ing. It  will  therefore  be  for  the  Government 
to  see  in  what  direction  a  reduction  can  be 
made  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the 
system.  For  myself,  I  should  not  like  to  see 
our  system  of  primary  education  touched  at 
all,  except  in  case  of  dire  necessity.  The 
higher  education  should  be  made  self-support- 
ing, and  those  who  wish  to  obtain  it  for  their 
children  should  provide  the  necessary  funds, 
because  they  can  afford  to  do  so.  I  believe 
there  is  a  very  small  proportion — ^some  ten  or 
twelve  thousand — of  children  who  remain  in 
the  primary  schools  after  thirteen  years  of 
age ;  and  the  parents  of  those  children  can  very 
well  afford  to  pay  for  their  advanced  educa- 
tion. But,  while  I  say  that  higher  education 
should  be  paid  for  by  the  parents,  care  should 
be  tcbkon  that  provision  is  made  so  that  ex- 
ceptionally clever  children  should,  by  means  of 
competitive  examination,  have  an  opportunity 
of  fitting  themselves  for  the  highest  positions 
in  the  colony — fitting  themselves  for  the  position 
we  ourselves  occupy  in  this  House.  Opportu- 
nities should  be  afforded  to  talented  children  to 
advance  to  the  secondary  schools  and,  through 
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them,  to  the  universities  free  of  cost  to  their 
parents.  With  regard  to  this  secondary  educa- 
tion, there  are  a  great  many  endowments  spread 
over  the  country,  both  North  and  South,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  one  part  of  the  country  should 
have  any  more  right  to  them  than  another. 
We  are  all  New-Zcalanders,  and  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  principle  on  which  the  people 
who  came  before  us  acted  when  they  sold  our 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage ;  and  those  who 
bought  are  just  as  bad  as  those  who  sold.  The 
money  derived  from  these  reserves  should  be 
funded,  and  devoted  to  primary  education,  to 
repairing  our  present  schools,  building  new 
ones,  and  other  necessary  expenses — because, 
as  I  have  already  said,  secondary  education 
should  be  self-supporting.  I  am  sure  my 
Democratic,  Liberal,  and  Radical  friends  from 
both  South  and  North  will  not  object  to  such  a 
course  as  that — namely,  to  put  all  on  an  equal 
footing.  Then,  as  to  this  further  reduction  in 
expenditure,  if,  after  having  made  all  the  reduc- 
tion you  can  make  in  the  higher  branches,  you 
find  you  have  to  go  further  and  make  a  saving 
in  primary  education,  I  would  rather  take  from 
both  ends  than  from  one  only.  Supposing  you 
made  the  school-age  from  six  to  thirteen,  that 
would  give  seven  years  in  which  a  child  would 
get  the  benefit  of  free  education.  !Many  think 
the  State  is  doing  all  that  is  necessary  in 
((rounding  children  well  in  the  three  lis,  and, 
if  a  child  can  work  an  ordinary  problem  in 
arithmetic  knowing  it  to  be  absolutely  cor- 
rect, and  write  from  dictation  fluently  and  with- 
out mistakes,  that  is  sufficient  education  for 
the  State  to  give  him.  Take  another  view  of 
the  question.  Supposing  we  have  any  poor 
men  in  the  country — and  it  will  not  be  disputed 
for  a  moment  that  we  have  —  their  children 
have  got  to  earn  their  livelihood  by  one  of  two 
ways  :  either  by  their  heads  or  hajids.  If  they 
are  to  earn  their  living  by  their  hands,  they 
probably  leave  school  before  they  are  fourteen ; 
and  what  is  the  good  of  cramming  them  with 
subjects  which  they  could  not  possibly  master 
until  they  had  been  many  years  at  school  ?  If, 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  to  succeed  by  the 
work  of  their  heads,  they  must  be  more 
clever  than  their  fellows,  in  which  case  further 
education  would  be  available.  In  my  opinion 
the  efforts  of  th^"  teachers  should  be  directed 
to  grounding  tlicm  thoroughly  well  in  the 
three  Rs.  Then,  in  regard  to  the  training- 
schools,  they  should  be  wiped  out  altogether. 
The  various  masters  should  train  their  pupil- 
teachers.  Those  people  who  take  to  teaching 
take  to  it  for  a  living  as  a  trade,  and  the 
State  ought  no  more  to  teach  them  that 
trade  than  it  ought  to  teach  a  blacksmith 
or  any  other  mechanic  his  trade.  These 
teachers  have  an  opportunity,  if  they  pass 
the  competitive  examinations,  of  getting  their 
education  from  one  standard  to  another ;  and 
I  think  that  should  be  sufficient.  With  re- 
gard to  the  reductions  in  the  Civil  Service,  I 
approve  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  do  it — that  is,  by  itself  deter- 
mining where  the  reductions  should  be.  I  do 
not  think  it  possible  to  agree  to  individual  re- 
Major  Jackson 


ductions  in  this  House.  I  think  it  must  be 
left  to  the  hesLds  of  departments  to  determiiM 
where  the  reductions  are  to  be  made.  If  a 
department  costs  too  much,  let  directions  be 
given  that  it  be  reduced  by  such  an  amount  as 
may  be  determined  upon,  and  leave  it  to  the 
heads  of  departments  to  make  the  reduction, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  see  that  the  work  is 
efficiently  carried  out.  In  the  past  the  trouble 
has  been  that,  after  a  change  of  Government, 
persons  have  gone  to  Ministers  and  indaced 
them  to  find  employment  for  their  friends. 
Now,  if  the  heads  of  departments  had  to  keep 
within  a  certain  expenditure,  there  would  hie 
no  openings  for  these  people;  and  Ministers 
could  not  give  them  employment,  because  the 
direct  appointment  would  not  be  in  their 
hands.  It  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry  to  determine  how  reductions  should 
be  made,  for  this  reason:  If  they  succeed,  in 
their  policy  they  will  get  credit  for  it,  and  if 
they  do  not  succeed  they  will  have  to  resign. 
The  House  is  responsible  to  the  country,  and 
the  Government  of  the  day  to  the  House.  If 
the  Government  succeeds  in  carrying  on  effi- 
ciently the  business  of  the  country,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  honestly  endeavours  to  keep  expen- 
diture within  revenue,  it  is  deserving  of  cor 
confidence ;  otherwise  it  is  not.  To  my  mind. 
Ministers  having  all  the  responsibility,  they 
should  be  allowed  absolute  control  of  all  ex- 
penditure; and,  after  a  reasonable  time  has 
elapsed,  their  success  can  be  judged  by  resnlts. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
loan-proposals  of  the  Government.  It  is  wise 
that  the  Government  should  determine  what 
loans  shall  be  raised  during  the  next  three  or 
four  years.  The  Government  advocate  bor- 
rowing an  additional  million,  and  I  do  not  see 
how  this  can  be  avoided.  It  is  better  to  borrow 
at  once  what  is  required  for  the  next  three  or 
four  years;  only  Parliament  must  distinctly 
pledge  the  colony  not  to  go  again  into  the 
money-market  for  that  or  some  other  stated 
period.  It  is  my  intention  to  support  this  Go- 
vernment so  long  as  I  consider  they  are  doing 
what  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  now  doing — 
honestly  endeavouring  to  bring  the  expendi- 
ture within  the  revenue ;  but  when  they  depart 
from  that  purpose  they  will  not  have  my  sup- 
port. There  are  other  reasons  of  a  negative 
character  which  I  might  advance  for  the  sap- 
port  that  I  am  now  giving  to  the  GovcmmezLt. 
In  the  first  place,  I  know  what  the  late  Govern- 
ment did,  but  I  only  know  what  these  people 
say  they  will  do.  However,  they  promise 
better  results  from  the  adoption  of  their  policy 
than  any  we  have  obtained  from  the  poficy  oi 
their  predecessors  in  office.  The  late  Adminis- 
tration took  great  credit  on  account  of  their 
Native  policy,  and,  in  proof  of  its  success, 
adduced  the  fact  of  the  four  Native  membeis, 
for  the  first  time,  voting  with  any  Goyemment 
on  a  confidence  vote.  It  may  be  that  I  am 
not  competent  to  judge;  nevertheless  I  will 
here  state  that,  admitting  when  they  assumed 
office  the  late  Ministry  inherited  the  confi- 
dence the  Natives  as  a  whole  had  in  the  euimi- 
nistration  of  their  affairs  as  conducted  by  Mr. 
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Bryce,  still  in  retajning  that  confidence  it  most 
miserably  failed.  We  find  when  the  ex-Native 
Minister  assumed  office  matters  were  in  a  most 
favourable  condition.  The  King  Natives  had 
agreed  to  the  railway  being  constructed  through 
their  hitherto  sealed  country,  and  to  their  land 
being  put  through  the  Court.  A  survey  at  the 
cost  of  the  Natives,  if  not  completed,  was  then 
well  in  hand  of  all  their  lands  for  Land  Court 
purposes,  and  which  was  the  more  valuable  to 
the  colony  because,  concurrently,  though  inde- 
pendantly  of  such  survey,  the  whole  of  the 
country  was  being  trigged,  and  that  not  only 
without  opposition  from  the  Natives,  but  with 
their  assistance.  It  is  quite  true  that  on  some 
occasions  the  trig,  stations  were  destroyed. 
That  was  not  because  they  objected  to  the 
work  proceeding,  but  invariably  because  objec- 
tion was  made  to  the  particular  section  of 
Natives  who  conducted  the  surveyor,  others 
fearing  that,  unless  they  made  some  objection 
at  the  commencement,  their  remaining  quiet 
would,  when  that  particular  land  came  before 
the  Court  for  settlement  of  title,  bo  evidence 
against  them  and  in  favour  of  those  who  as- 
sisted in  erecting  that  particular  trig,  pole; 
and  in  at  least  one  instance  a  trig,  pole  was 
pulled  down  several  times:  each  section  of 
Natives  who  considered  they  had  an  interest 
in  that  block,  one  after  the  other,  uprooted  it. 
Eventually  representatives  from  each  section 
Bfisisted  in  its  erection  where  it  now  stands. 
I  mention  this  to  show  that  the  opening  of 
the  country  was  not  objected  to,  and  that  the 
pulling-up  of  the  trig,  poles  was  entirely  due 
to  tribal  jealousy.  The  members  from  the 
North  well  know  that  the  opening  of  the  King- 
country  was  considered  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  several  attempts  to  open  that 
country  had  been  made  by  successive  Ministers 
without  any  results.  Sir,  I  did  intend  to  give 
a  short  account  as  to  how  the  task  was  accom- 
plished, and  to  whom  the  credit  is  due,  but, 
taking  into  account  the  late  hour  of  the  even- 
ing, I  will  merely  state  that  the  whole  credit  is 
due  to  Mr.  Bryce ;  and,  should  this  be  contra- 
dicted, I  will  on  some  other  occasion  make 
good  tiie  position  I  have  taken  up.  Sir,  it  ap- 
peajs  clear  to  me,  if  not  to  honourable  mem- 
bers, that  when  the  late  Government  assumed 
office  Native  matters  were  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  and  required  merely  to  bo  let  run 
in  the  grooves  Mr.  Bryce  left  them  in,  and 
were  not  in  any  way  dependent  upon  the 
personal  supervision  of  any  Native  Minister. 
And,  to  my  mind,  the  Native  Minister,  whoever 
he  may  be,  generally  does  more  harm  than 
good  by  leaving  his  office  to  attend  to  details 
of  business  which  could  be  arranged  by  the 
resident  Native  Agent,  subject,  of  course,  to 
instruction  he  might  from  time  to  time  receive. 
Natives,  like  Europeans,  will  not  readily  treat 
with  subordinates  when  they  think  better  terms 
can  be  made  with  principals.  It  is  generally 
considered  the  late  Native  Minister,  when  he  as- 
sumed office,  made  a  bad  beginning.  He  com- 
menced by  exciting  the  hopes  and  desires  of 
Natives,  making  matters  pleasant  by  promising 
most  of  their  requests ;  so  much  so  that  Tutua, 


an  intelligent  Native,  and  one  who  can  read 
character  as  correctly  as  most  people,  said  to 
another  Native,  "  Ask  him  for  Government 
House,  and  he  will  say  *  Yes ; '  **  and  when  the 
Minister  was  asked  to  place  the  *'  Hinemoa"  at 
the  disposal  of  Natives  for  fishing  purposes  he 
had  not  the  courage  to  say  *'  No,"  and  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  if  she  would  be  at  liberty 
on  the  day  or  days  required,  but  would  see  what 
could  be  done.  Sir,  to  my  mind,  the  interests 
of  the  colony  suffered  through  his  neglect  to 
secure  land  through  which  the  railway  was 
and  is  being  made.  The  land,  or  at  least  some 
land,  could  easily  have  been  obtained :  that  is, 
it  could  have  been  put  through  the  Court  and 
the  ownership  ascertained.  And,  subject  to 
necessary  reserves  being  made,  there  is  no 
reasonable  doubt  but  that  sufficient  for  settle- 
ment purposes  could  have  been  secured.  I 
understand  land  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Crown  at  or  near  Taupo  and  Wanganui.  If  re- 
ports are  to  be  credited,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
former  is  absolutely  worthless  for  settlement 
purposes,  and  to  which,  it  is  rumoured,  the  title 
is  defective.  About  the  land  near  Wanganui  I 
know  nothing,  but  it  should  be  really  first-class 
— the  cream  of  all  cream — judging  from  the 
enormous  commission  paid  on  its  purcha.se, 
one  agent  alone  receiving  for  some  six  or  seven 
months'  work  more  than  £2,500 ;  and  I  should 
like  to  know  out  of  what  vote  tiie  money  was 
taken  which  the  late  Government  paid  in  con- 
nection with  its  land  -  purchase  transactions, 
also  how  much  really  was  paid  in  cash  to 
Natives,  and  how  much  to  officials,  agents,  and 
others,  either  as  commission,  or  bonus,  or 
in  any  other  form.  It  is  also  rumoured  that 
some  purchases  were  commenced  under  in- 
structions given  by  the  late  Government 
since  it  was  defeated  last  session,  and  whilst 
the  elections  were  pending,  and  that  in  at 
least  one  instance  restrictions  were  taken  off 
lands  within  the  same  period,  so  that  other 
parties  might  purchase ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
these  things  were  done,  if  done  at  all,  purely 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  not  to 
facilitate  the  return  to  this  House  of  certain 
candidates  who  were  supposed  to  be  contesting 
seats  as  supporters  of  the  late  Government. 
Sir,  had  I  been  the  Minister  authorising  these 
transactions  I  should  most  certainly  have  en- 
deavoured, in  some  way  or  other,  when  Parlia- 
ment met,  to  satisfy  the  House  as  to  their 
urgency,  in  order  to  remove,  if  necessary,  any 
impression  that  might  exist  as  to  their  being 
entered  into  solely  in  the  public  interests. 
Restrictions  over  Native  lands,  as  to  their 
being  reserved,  inalienable,  or  otherwise,  are 
made  by  order  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  in 
open  Court,  and  should  only  be  removed  in 
a  similar  manner,  after  hearing  evidence  for 
and  against  such  removal,  and  not  at  the 
will  of  any  Minister,  and,  as  in  some  cases, 
I  believe,  without  consulting  those  most  inter- 
ested. To  my  mind,  it  would  be  to  the  inter- 
ests of  both  races,  and  materially  tend  to 
make  the  Native  Land  Court  thoroughly  im- 
partial, were  the  Native  Department,  as  such, 
abolished,  and  the  Courts  made  altogether  in- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


526 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Nov.  18 


dependent  of  the  Goveznment  of  the  day,  irre- 
epective  of  whosoever  might  occupy  those 
benches.  I  do  nob  see  why  we  require  different 
laws  for  the  two  races  in  this  country,  and  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  has  tabled  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject.  I  may,  however,  say 
that  I  am  not  interested  in  any  Native  land 
whatever,  except  in  one  piece,  and  which  was, 
in  some  measure,  thrust  upon  me.  The  late 
Native  Minister  promised  to  buy  this  piece  of 
land  from  the  Natives,  but  he  did  not  keep  his 
promise,  and  thus  it  came  to  me.  Although  I 
claim  that  I  have  a  right  to  buy  land  from  the 
Natives  so  long  as  I  buy  it  within  the  law,  yet 
whilst  I  am  a  niomber  of  this  House  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  will  I  be  interested  in  the 
acquisition  of  any  Native  land,  so  that  people 
cannot  say  that  I  abused  my  position  to  fur- 
ther my  own  ends.  Now  I  have  something 
to  say  about  the  Volunteers.  We  have  received 
intelligence  to-day  of  the  death  of  one  of 
our  old  officers,  —  Colonel  Lyon.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  say  anything  to  keep 
up  his  good  name.  He  was  a  gentleman  in 
every  way.  He  was  one  who  was  not  afraid 
to  do  his  duty.  It  was  said  that  in  action 
his  words  were,  "  Come  on,  boys  !  "  not  "  Go 
on!"  I  heard  that  some  time  ago,  when 
his  services  as  commander  of  the  Auckland 
District  were  dispensed  with,  the  Govern- 
ment offered  to  recommend  him  for  distinc- 
tion ;  but  I  have  not  heard  anything  since  as 
to  that  having  been  done.  I  think  it  is  a 
pity  that  it  was  not  carried  out.  It  would  be 
pleasant,  in  after-time,  for  his  children  to 
think  that  the  country  had  recognised  their 
father's  services,  and  I  hope  the  colony  will 
yet  give  his  widow  and  family  some  substan- 
tial evidence  of  its  appreciation  of  such  ser- 
vices. It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  country 
corps.  I  think  that  would  be  a  mistake.  You 
still  want  corps  m  the  frontier  settlements. 
You  can  never  tell  when  there  will  be  an 
outburst  of  fanaticism.  Nothing  but  **  might " 
will  keep  these  people  in  their  place.  One 
policeman  may  do  a  good  deal  if  he  is  well 
Backed  up,  but  not  by  himself.  I  think  that 
the  late  Government  did  more  than  any  other 
Government  to  break  up  the  Volunteer  move- 
ment. They  were  very  injudicious  in  their 
promotions.  When  the  interests  of  the  service 
necessitate  promotion  in  any  one  corps,  care 
should  be  taken  that  officers  in  otlier  corps 
shall  not  be  passed  over :  this  could  be  in- 
sured by  giving  such  officers  brevet -rank.  A 
great  many  people  felt  the  shoe  pinch  heavily, 
and  it  pinched  me  to  such  an  extent  that 
I  kicked  it  off  altogether.  Sir,  although  I 
may  think  what  I  like,  still  I  know  it  is 
not  always  safe  to  give  expression  to  those 
thoughts,  so  I  will  try  to  keep  within  ortho- 
dox limits,  and  say  that,  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  the  Hon.  the  then  Defence  Minis- 
ter made  a  statement  to  me  purporting  to 
be  a  fact,  which  did  not,  and  could  not,  bear 
that  interpretation  in  the  light  of  subse- 
quent inquiries.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  it  was  not  customary,  when  I  was 
Major  Jacksofi 


in  this  House  before,  for  members  in  asking 
questions  to  preface  them  with  long  ad- 
dresses. They  were  generally  content  with 
merely  asking  the  question.  It  is  very  ob- 
jectionable to  make  speeches  in  asking  qaes- 
tions,  and  it  is  a  practice  that  is  causing  a  great 
waste  of  time,  and  it  is  much  more  objection- 
able when  the  forms  of  the  House  are  made  use 
of  to  bring  on  a  lengthy  discussion  after  a 
question  has  been  answered.  Notably,  in  one 
instance  an  honourable  member  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  in  order  to  read  a 
huge  mass  of  correspondence  of  no  interest  to 
the  House.  Honourable  members  will  remem- 
ber that  an  animated  discussion  took  place 
when  a  question  was  asked  re  an  action  that 
was  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Wishing 
to  allude  to  what  was  then  said,  I  will  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  on  the 
matter.  It  was  hinted,  if  not  stated,  that  an 
amendment  was  moved  by  me  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  information  to  assist  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  that  action.  That  was  not  so.  I  moved 
for  that  information  because  I  was  requested 
to  do  so  by  my  constituents.  And  my  mind 
was  made  up  long  before  I  knew  the  action  was 
pending.  One  honourable  member  asked  for 
what  reason  the  late  Ministry  were  turned  out 
of  office.  It  would  have  been  very  much  more 
interesting  to  me  if  he  had  stated  on  what 
constitutional  principle  or  grounds  that  ^linis- 
try  held  office  so  long  as  it  did.  It  is  notorious 
that  many  honourable  members  who  voted  to 
keep  it  in  office  did  not  approve  of  its  jjolicy : 
in  fact,  it  was  stated  that,  whilst  keeping 
the  Ministry  in,  they  would  kick  its  policy 
out.  Another  honourable  gentleman — I  believe 
a  member  of  the  late  Administration — stated 
that  this  Government  had  adopted  the  policy  of 
the  late  one.  I  hope  not.  If  I  thought  that 
possible  I  certainly  should  not  be  found  in  the 
lobby  with  them  when  a  trial  of  strength  takes 
place.  Sir,  I  watched  q&  closely  as  I  could  the 
action  of  the  late  Ministry,  and  the  only  policy 
I  could  fairly  credit  them  with  was  the  policy 
of  retaining  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches 
at  all  hazards  and  against  all  comers.  Refer- 
ence was  made  the  other  evening  as  to  the  be- 
ginning of  all  life  ;  but,  without  opening  up  the 
question  as  to  how  the  human  race  became 
endowed  with  its  wonderful  reasoning  faculties, 
I  should,  if  compelled  to  give  an  opinion  as 
to  its  origin  —  leaving  out  that  so  beautifully 
described  in  the  history  of  the  Creation  — 
favour  the  mollusc  theory.  We  are  assured  by 
breeders  of  pedigree  stock  that  occasionally  the 
progeny  of  the  finest  animals  will  in  some  mea- 
sure resemble  the  rough  and  ill-bred  condition 
of  its  remote  ancestors.  And,  Sir,  no  doubt  the 
late  Ministry  developed  in  a  high  degree  the 
instincts  of  the  limpet,  by  clinging  so  long  and 
so  tenaciously  to  the  rock  of  office  as  it  did, 
successfully  evading  all  attempts  that  were 
made  at  removal  until  it  was  literally  torn 
away  by  the  rude  hands  of  the  electors  at  the 
ballot-box.  Sir,  it  is  no  answer  to  you,  to  me, 
or  to  this  House,  that  the  members  of  the  late 
Administration  followed  the  example  of  their 
predecessors.    Should  they  not   rather    have 
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profited  by  that  example,  instead  of  casting 
themselves  on  the  rock  on  which  those  same 
predecessors  allowed  themselves  to  drift  ?  Now, 
Sir,  I  must  crave  your  indulgence,  having  to 
allude  to  matters  personal  to  myself.  When  I 
addressed  the  electors  of  Waipa  at  Hamilton 
last  August — a  printed  copy  of  which  address 
was  posted  to  the  Hon.  the  then  Native 
Minister — I  expressed  myself  as  caring  less 
for  that  gentleman  than  for  some  of  his 
colleagues.  About  a  month  afterwards  my 
attention  was  drawn  to  a  copy  of  the  New 
Zealand  Herald  containing  what  purported  to 
be  an  extract  from  the  Wangaiiui  Herald^ 
headed,  "Mr.  Ballance  and  Major  Jackson: 
a  severe  Rejoinder,"  now  before  me,  and  to 
which  I  may  not  further  refer  other  than  to 
state  that  himdrcds  of  copies  of  this  extracted 
rejoinder  were  printed  at  the  expense  of  one 
of  my  opponents,  and  freely  circulated  through- 
out the  Electoral  District  of  Waipa,  resulting 
in  my  being  returned  with  a  majority  of  487. 
Sir,  I  myself  do  not  require  a  more  complete  jus- 
tification than  this.  I  should  not  have  alluded 
to  this  matter  at  all,  only  several  of  my  consti- 
tuents asked  me  to  give  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  an  opportunity  in  this  House 
to  make  good  these  statements  and  charges 
or  withdraw  them;  and  I  have  principally 
spoken  to  give  him  that  opportunity,  should  he 
think  it  necessary  or  desirable  to  avail  himself 
of  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  value  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree the  opinion  or  good-will  of  that  honourable 
gentleman,  or  of  any  one  else  who  could  think 
me  even  capable  of  conducting  myself  in  the 
manner  described  herein.  Nor  do  I  wish  to 
rotain  my  seat  in  this  House  unless  I  can  do 
so  with  honour  to  myself  and  whilst  enjoying 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  those  who  sent 
me  here ;  but.  Sir,  if  only  a  moiety  of  these 
charf^es,  or  statements,  or  whatever  they  can  bo 
called,  are  true,  then  I  shall  not  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  successfully  defend  the  one  or  merit  the 
other ;  and,  although  the  good  old  time  is  past 
and  gone  when  a  man  could  defend  his  honour 
and  character  at  the  risk  of  his  natural  life, 
fitill.  Sir,  I  do  not'now  object  to  do  so  at  the 
peril  of  my  political  life,  and,  following  tlio 
example  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  Will, 
in  the  event  of  the  honourable  member  for 
"Wanganui  or  any  one  else  substantiating  the 
charges  against  me  as  contained  herein,  resign 
my  scat  in  this  House,  conditionally  that  the 
honourable  member  will  act  similarly  if  I 
make  good  the  charge  or  charges  I  made 
against  him  at  Hamilton,  as  contained  in  the 
copy  of  the  printed  address  before  referred  to, 
and  to  which  this  extracted  rejoinder  refers. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Monday f  21st  November^  1887. 

First  Beadings— Third  Readings —Wanganm  Har- 
bour Bill  —  Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill  — 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Bill— Onehunga  Ceme- 
tery Reserve  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Praters. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  Par- 
liamentary Honorarium  and  Privileges  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Christchurch  Drainage  Board  Reserves  Sale 
and  Exchange  Bill,  Napier  Harbour  Board 
Endowment  Improvement  Bill,  New  Plymouth 
Recreation  and  Racecourse  Reserve  Bill, 
New  Plymouth  Borough  and  Harbour  Board 
Street  and  Reserve  Exchange  Bill,  Sumner 
Public  Works  Bill. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BILL, 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  had  hoped,  Irom  the  break 
which  had  occurred  in  the  debate,  that  there 
would  have  been  no  need  for  him  to  say  any 
more  on  this  subject;  but  matters  had  been 
arranged  so  that  this  Bill  should  come  on 
again,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  for  him 
to  speak  a  little  longer  in  reference  to  it.  An 
honourable  gentleman  near  him  had  inter- 
jected something  about  the  Young  New  Zea- 
land party,  but  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
member  that  before  the  session  was  over  he 
would  see  that,  although  the  party  might  not 
be  able  to  stop  this  particular  Bill,  they  would 
be  able  to  put  a  stop  to  most  of  the  local  Bills 
which  were  coming  before  the  House  for  har- 
bour purposes.  It  was  an  outrageous  thing 
tlrnt,  at  a  time  like  this — when  a  House  had 
been  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  drastic  re- 
trenchment, and  the  whole  of  the  people 
throughout  the  colony  were  demanding  that 
borrowing  should  be  largely  decreased,  and 
when  they  found  in  the  Financial  Statement 
itself  that  the  policy  of  the  country  ought 
to  be  to  taper  off  their  borrowing— the  House 
should  be  passing  ridiculous  Harbour  Board 
Bills,  enabling  the  raising  of  loans  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  works  which  were,  to  say 
the  least,  of  doubtful  utility.  There  were  Har- 
bour Board  and  other  local  loans  amounting 
to  six  millions  of  mouey  already ;  and  was  the 
House  to  stop  general  public  works,  at  a 
time  like  this,  and  yet  permit  additions  to 
this  enormous  debt  on  account  of  localities? 
If  they  turned  to  statistics  they  would  find  that 
the  interest  on  the  local  indebtedness  of  this 
colony  amounted  to  upwards  of  £860,000,  and 
they  would  see  that  for  the  last  ten  years  the 
Legislature  had  been  passing  Bills  rapidly 
heaping  up  the  indebtedness  on  this  account. 
Now  it  was  time  for  the  Legislature  to  con- 
sider, especially  at  a  time  when  it  was  con- 
sidered necessary  to  stop  borrowing  for  railways 
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and  such  important  works,  whether  it  was  not 
time  to  stop  borrowing  for  those  useless  works 
which  were  generally  provided  for  by  these 
local  Bills.  This  matter  was  of  the  more  im- 
portance because  all  these  Harbour  Boards 
were  now  in  the  position  of  being  on  the  very 
verge  of  repudiation.  He  believed  that  one  of 
them,  at  any  rate,  was  in  the  position  of  being 
unable  to  pay  its  debts ;  and  on  the  Order 
Paper  there  was  notice  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  to  consider  the  case  of  another 
which  was  about  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  wished  to  know  if  the  honour- 
able member  was  in  order  in  referring  to  a  pro- 
posal on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  propo- 
sitions on  the  Order  Paper,  but  that  he  might 
refer  to  the  circumstances  of  other  harbours 
by  way  of  illustration. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that,  as  the  cap  fitted 
his  honourable  friend,  there  was  no  need  for 
him  to  refer  to  the  matter  further,  for  the 
House  would  understand  the  particular  harbour 
to  which  he  was  alluding.  The  total  indebted- 
ness of  the  local  bodies  was  six  millions,  and 
on  this  they  were  paying  upwards  of  £360,000 
a  year  interest,  which  amounted  to  about  Id.  in 
the  pound  on  all  the  property  in  the  colony 
taxable  under  the  Property-tax  Act.  Upwaj^ds 
of  three  millions  had  been  expended  on  various 
harbours,  and  if  the  House  looked  into  the  mat- 
ter it  would  find  that  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  that  amoimt  had  simply  been  thrown 
into  the  sea,  that  it  had  produced  no  useful 
results  at  all,  and  that  for  all  time  the  people 
of  this  colony — the  unborn  millions — were  to  be 
taxed  on  account  of  this  reckless  expenditure 
for  works  which  would  be  of  no  value  at  all  to 
the  countiy  in  the  future.  And  what  was  the 
reason  for  this  expenditure  ?  Simply  this :  that 
the  people  in  particular  localities,  some  few 
shopkeepers,  might  get  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  borrowed  money  at  their  own 
doors ;  and  for  that  purpose  a  very  great  in- 
justice was  being  done  to  the  people  of  the 
colony.  And  it  was  rather  remarkable  how 
the  persons  who  promoted  these  borrowing 
Bills  went  to  work.  When  they  proposed  to 
have  a  loan  they  cut  and  carved  the  adjoining 
districts  about  till  they  had  secured  a  rating 
district  suited  to  their  fancy  and  their  pur- 
poses, taking  very  good  care  to  leave  out  of  it 
those  parts  which  were  thickly  populated  and 
where  they  thought  the  votes  would  be  against 
them,  but  retaining  in  it  as  much  as  they 
wanted  of  the  surrounding  country  which  would 
yield  them  suflScient  rates  without  much  op- 
position. And,  then,  nearly  all  the  harbours 
were  made  in  defiance  of  the  teachings  of  geo- 
logy. Take  this  particular  harbour :  If  the  per- 
sons who  had  projected  these  harbour  works  at 
Wanganui  would  read  Lyell's  works  on  geology 
they  would  find  that  it  was  simply  idle  to 
attempt  to  remove  a  bar  at  the  end  of  a  slug- 
gish river  where  you  have  a  large  amount  of 
shingle  or  sand  coming  on  to  it.  It  never  could 
be  removed  by  human  agency,  unless  it  was  in- 
tended to  continue  an  enormous  expenditure  of 
Dr,  Newman 


money.  The  Wemganui  River  had  been  sop- 
plied  by  Nature  with  training-walls,  in  the 
shape  of  banks,  for  centuries  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  man.  Many  years  ago  the  bar 
was  much  farther  up  the  river  than  it  was 
to-day;  but,  as  the  banks  had  been  ex- 
tended, so  the  bar  had  shifted  farther  down, 
and  however  far  the  walls  went  out  there  wonld 
be  the  bar,  and  so  this  expenditure  mnstbe 
useless.  He  would  point  out  too  that,  though 
these  were  local  works,  certainly  not  national 
works,  yet  on  their  account  additions  were 
being  made  to  the  burdens  that  had  to  be 
borne,  in  a  manner  which  was  very  unfair  to 
and  was  depressing  the  country  as  a  ivhole. 
Dunedin  had  to  pay  something  like  £40,000  a 
year,  and  all  it  had  to  show  for  the  expenditnze 
was  a  mud-channel.  Then  there  was  Ljttel- 
ton,  and  other  places,  which  had  heavy  burdens 
to  bear,  without  which  they  would  get  on  very 
much  better.  It  was  very  well  for  the  people 
in  the  localities  affected  to  advocate  the  ex- 
penditure, but  he  was  afraid  that  when  the  taxa- 
tion came  home  to  them  they  would  not  be  able 
to  pay  it,  and  then  discredit  would  be  throiwn 
on  the  colony.  Before  he  sat  down  he  should 
like  to  remark  that,  if  the  colony  was  going  to 
borrow  in  the  London  market,  there  was  nothing 
more  likely  to  damage  the  colony  in  the  eyes 
of  financiers  than  the  fact  of  the  House  per- 
mitting these  bodies  to  borrow  as  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing,  putting  a  strain 
upon  the  colony  which  it  was  unable  to  bear. 
These  being  his  views,  he  should  have  pleasure 
in  moving.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  three  months. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  not  going  into  a  debate 
as  to  the  position  of  harbours  and  harbour 
borrowing  generally,  but  he  would  answer  as 
briefly  as  possible,  keeping  in  view  the  laige 
number  of  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  some  of 
the  statements  made  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular question.  The  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  the  other  day  presented  a  petition 
from  some  ratepayers  in  the  County  of  Wai- 
totara,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
four-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  Waitotaza 
County  were  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE  would  like  to  explain  that  he 
did  not  say  that  on  his  own  authority.  He 
gave  it  as  on  the  authority  of  a  gentlemaji  resi- 
dent in  the  district. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  never  supposed  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  gave  it  on  bis  own 
authority ;  but  he  (Mr.  Ballance)  was  going  to 
show  that  the  statement  was  Incorrect.  The 
petition  which  the  honourable  gentleman  pre- 
sented contained  fifty-four  names  of  ratepayers, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  surely  could  not 
contend  that  fifty-four  ratepayers  represented 
four-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  in  that  county. 
The  total  number  of  ratepayers  in  the  county 
was  427,  and  out  of  427  they  could  only  get 
fifty-four  to  sign  a  petition.  Now,  before 
this  Bill  came  into  operation  the  whole  of 
the  ratepayers  must  be  consulted  on  a  poll; 
and  it  was  requisite  that  at  that  poll  three- 
fifths  of  the  ratepayers  according  to  the  pro- 
perty qualification  should  record  their  votes 
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before  the  loan  could  be  authorised.  The 
honourable  member  for  Foxton  presented 
a  petition  from  the  neighbouring  County  of 
Wanganui,  and  that  petition  contained  106 
nomeft ;  but  the  total  number  of  ratepayers  in 
ihe  Wanganui  County  was  850 ;  so  that,  if  a  poll 
weie  taken,  the  promoters  of  the  harbour  loan 
would  have  a  larger  number  than  two- thirds,  or 
three-fifths,  in  their  favour,  assuming  that  the 
-whole  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  county  voted. 
These  petitions  only  represented  a  small  mi- 
nority of  the  ratepayorF,  and,  so  far  as  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  were  <  jncemed,  the  promoters 
of  the  harbour  loan  had  a  right  to  assume  that 
the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  were  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  From  the  petitions  that  had  come 
to  the  House  they  had  a  clear  right  to  assume 
that.  He  would  then  say  this :  that  they  asked 
for  no  new  borrowing  power.  Parliament  had 
granted  the  Harbour  Board  power  to  borrow 
£100,000.  The  Board  had  exercised  its  borrow- 
ing-power to  the  extent  of  £70,000,  but  there  was 
no  rate  on  the  district  in  respect  of  that  loan. 
The  harbour  had  been  entirely  self-supporting 
out  of  its  dues,  and  it  was  now  paying  interest 
on  the  £70,000.  But  in  order  to  complete  the 
works  which  had  been  authorised,  and  which 
had  been  recommended  by  the  most  eminent 
engineers,  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  the 
£30,000;  and,  in  order  to  enable  the  Board 
to  borrow  the  £80,000,  it  asked  for  power  to 
impose  a  small  rate  on  the  district  with  the 
consent  of  the  ratepayers  residing  in  the  dis- 
trict. That  was  the  exact  position.  The 
Board  had  the  testimony  of  engineers  that  it 
was  absolutely  essential  that  this  £80,000 
should  be  expended  in  order  to  complete  the 
works  and  to  obtain  an  increased  depth  of 
water.  The  engineers  had  told  the  Board  that 
for  the  expenditure  of  £30,000  it  would  be  able 
to  get  18ft.  feet  of  water  upon  the  bar  at  high 
tide.  The  Board  had  now,  for  an  expenditure 
of  £70,000,  carried  out  extensive  works,  in- 
cluding a  sea-wall,  to  a  distance  of  900ft.,  and 
had  materially  increased  tlie  depth  of  water 
upon  the  bar,  which  now  stood  at  from  18ft. 
6m.  to  15ft.  The  expenditure  had  greatly  im- 
proved the  condition  of  the  harbour,  and  the 
Board  had  a  right  to  assume,  from  the  results 
which  had  accrued  from  the  expenditure  that 
had  taken  place,  that  the  expenditure  now 
recommended  by  the  engineers  would  give 
18ft.  It  was  the  opinion  of  almost  every  au- 
thority who  had  considered  the  question  that 
this  could  be  done,  and  for  the  reasonable  ex- 
penditure of  £30,000,  which  was  amply  suffi- 
cient to  do  the  work.  As  he  had  said,  no  rate 
had  been  imposed.  The  harbour  was  in  a  good 
position,  and  had  paid  its  way.  No  assistance 
whatever  was  a.sked  for,  but'  the  district  was 
prepared  to  pay  its  way  in  the  future;  and 
the  Bill  left  it  to  the  ratepayers  to  determine 
whedier  the  work  should  be  carried  out  or  not. 
He  thought  he  had  shown,  not  only  on  this 
occasion,  but  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
when  the  question  was  argued,  that  there  were 
no  reasonable  grounds  why  the  Bill  should  not 
be  passed. 
Mr.  BRUCE  did  not  intend  to  say  much, 

VOL.  liVIIL— 34. 


but  wished  to  put  himself  right  as  to  the  state- 
ment first  given  utterance  to  by  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  What  he  had 
said  on  a  previous  occasion  was,  that  he  had  it 
on  very  high  authority  indeed  that  four-fifths  of 
the  ratepayers  were  very  hostile  to  this  measure. 
That  statement  he  had  made  as  against  one 
given  expression  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wcbitotara,  and  had  said  that  it  was  per- 
fectly reasonable  for  him  to  assume  that  a 
majority  were  hostile  to  the  measure  because 
two  petitions  had  been  presented,  and  two  were 
to  have  been  presented  from  the  Waitotara 
and  Wanganui  County  Councils,  who,  he  had 
said,  presumably,  represented  the  feelings  of 
the  ratepayers.  He  had  promised  his  honour- 
able friend  on  this  occasion  that  he  would  give 
no  factious  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  he 
had  not  factiously  opposed  it ;  but,  for  reasons 
he  had  given  on  previous  occasions,  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  third  rea.ding  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Atbs,  87. 

Ballance 

Joyce                 Samuel 

Buxton 

Lance                 Seddon 

Cadman 

Tiamach             Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan 

Levestam           Stewart,  W.  D. 

Dodson 

Loughrey           Thompson,  T.^ 

Feldwick 

McKenzie,  J.     TumbuU 

Fish 

^loss                  Valentine 

Fitchett 

O'Conor             Walker 

Fitzherbert 

Ormond             Ward. 

Fraser 

Paiata 

Grimmond 

Beeves,  R.H.J.         Tellers, 

Guinness 

Richardson,  B.  Kelly. 

Jones 

Ross                   Marohant 

Noes,  86. 

Allen 

Hobbs                Reeves,  W.  P. 

Anderson 

Hodgkinson       Richardson,  G. 

Atkinson 

Izard                 Russell 

Barron 

Jackson             Seymour 

Blake 

Mackenzie,  M.  S.-Menteath 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T.    Tanner 

Buchanan 

McGregor           Whyto 

Carroll 

Mills                   Wilson 

Fergus 

Mitchelson         Withy. 

Fisher 

Peacock                    Tellers, 

Fulton 

Pearson              Monk 

Goldie 

Perceval            Newman. 

Hall 

Paibs. 

For,                             Against. 

Hutchison                  Macarthur 

Lawry 

Rhodes 

Vogel. 

Beetham. 

Majority  for,  1. 

Amendment 

;  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  1 

third  time. 

ONEHUNGA  WATER  RESERVES  BILL. 

IN  GOMMirrBE. 

Clause  2. — ^Reserve  to  vest  in  Corporation  for 
waterworks. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words :  **  in  trust  as  a  general  public 
reserve  for  water  purposes." 
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The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  58. 


Bichardson,  E. 

Bichardson,  G. 

Boss 

Bussell 

Seddon 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Taiwhanga 

Taxmer 

Thompson,  B. 

Tumbull 

Walker 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers, 
Peacock 
Thompson,  T. 


Tellers, 
Barron 
Samuel. 
Majority  for,  40. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

NOBTH  DUNEDIN  CEMETEBY  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Part  of  Town  Belt  of  Dunedin  set 
apart  for  public  oemetezy. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Jackson 

Anderson 

Jones 

Blake 

Levestam 

Bruce 

Loughrey 

Gowaa 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Dodson 

McGregor 

Feldwick 

McKenzie,  J. 

Fergus 

Mitchelson 

Fisher 

Moat 

Pish 

Monk 

Fitchett 

Moss 

Fraser 

Newman 

Fulton 

0*Callaghan 

Goldie 

O'Conor 

Grey 

Farata 

Grimmond 

Perceval 

Hobbs 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

Hodgkinson 

Bhodes 

Nobs,  18. 

Ballance 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buchanan 

Ormond 

Btixton 

O'Borke 

Fitzherbert 

Pearson 

Joyce 

Taylor 

Ballance 

Blake 

Buxton 

Oadman 

Oowan 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fitchett 

Guinness 

Jones 

Joyce 


Bruce 

Buchanan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fulton 

Goldie 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 


Ayes,  84. 
Kelly 
Larnach 
Levestam 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 

O'Callaghan 
Perceval 
Pyke 

Beeves,  W.  P. 
Bichardson,  E. 
Boss 
Samuel 

Noes,  26. 

Izard 

Jackson 

Macarthur 

Moat 

Monk 

Newman 

Ormond 

Peacock 

Pearson 


Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.D. 
Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Tumbull 
Valentine 
Walker 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
Fish. 


Bhodes 

Seymour 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Mackenzie,  T. 


For, 
Fraser 
Lance 
Loughrey 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Parata 


Paibs. 


J.  S. 


Against, 
Mitchelson 
Atkinson 
Anderson 
Beethfun 
Taiwhanga 


Seddon  Whyte 

Yogel.  Bussell. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Schedule. — Twenty-seven  acres  granted. 
Word  "  Twenty-seven  "  struck  out. 
Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  the  word  ••  five ' 
be  inserted. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Bruce 

Buchanan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 

Izajrd 

Macarthur 


Ayes,  80. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Bhodes 


Seymour 

S.-Menieath 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson.  T. 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers, 
Allen 
Fulton. 


Noes,  80. 

Ballance  Larnach  Steward,  W.  J. 

Barron  Levestam  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Blake  McKenzie,  J.    Tanner 

Buxton  Mills  Tumbull 

Cadman  O'Callaghan      Valentino 

Cowan  Perceval  Walker 

Duncan  Pyke  Ward. 

Feldwick  Bichardson,  E.  Tellers. 

Guinness  Boss  Fish 

Jones  Samuel  Fitchett. 

Joyce 

The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the 
«*  Noes." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

ONEHUNGA  CEMETEBY  BESERVE 
BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  PEACOCK  rose  to  move  for  its  zeoom- 
mittal,  for  this  purpose:  While  in  the  body 
of  the  Bill  an  amendment  had  been  pat  in 
the  proper  place  stating  that  this  reserve  had 
been  held  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  of  Eden 
as  well  as  for  the  burgesses  of  Onehonga,  in 
the  last  clause  but  one,  which  related  to  the 
cemetery  purchased,  he  wished  the  wofds  in- 
serted there,  "  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Borough  of  Onehunga  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Eden."  It  was  bol 
proper  the  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Eden 
should  have  a  right  in  the  cemetery  projiosed 
to  bo  purchased,  for  this  reason :  The  recrea- 
tion reserve  they  were  interested  in  was  aboat 
to  be  pledged — at  all  events,  half  the  rents 
were — with  a  view  of  enabling  the  new  cemetery 
to  be  purchased.  Ho  wished  the  Bill  recom- 
mitted, to  give  the  inhabitants  of  the  ooonty 
the  right  to  the  use  of  the  new  burying-gromia 
that  was  to  be  purchased  by  the  Borough  Coun- 
cil of  Onehunga. 

Amendment  for  recommittal  negatived,  and 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minntet 
to  one  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  22nd  November,  1887. 


First  Readings— Second  Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
faali-past  two  o'clock. 

PRAT£BS. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Ghristchurch  Drainage  Board  Beserves  Sale 
and  Exchange  Bill,  New  Plymouth  Recreation 
■and  Racecourse  Reserve  Bill,  New  Plymouth 
Borough  and  Harbour  Board  Street  and  Re- 
serve Exchange  Bill,  Wanganui  Harbour  Bill, 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Reserve  Bill,  Sumner 
Public  Works  Bill,  Slaughterhouses  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  Property  Trust 
Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  three  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  22nd  November,  1887. 


Customs  Tariff. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  Premier,  without  notice,  as  to  the  course  of 
business.  I  propose  to  move  resolutions  with 
reference  to  the  Customs  tariff.  I  think  they 
should  be  moved  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  whether 
he  'will  give  me  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
resolutions  on  after  the  debate  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  going  into  Supply  is  completed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— May  I  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
resolutions  ?  Are  they  traversing  the  policy  of 
the  Government? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  object  is  to  propose  an 
immediate  change  in  the  tariff. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  I  should  propose 
to  move  up  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
at  once,  to  enable  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
move  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  should  not  be  prepared  to 
move  them  until  next  week. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  I  do  not  know 
that  wo  can  do  any  business  until  next  week,  in 
that  case.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  see 
that  the  Government  cannot  sit  under  ^  no- 
confidence  motion  till  next  week,  going  on  with 
ordinary  business  in  the  meantime. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  I  shall  not  give  formal 
notice  of  them,  but  I  shall  state  the  course  that 
I  propose  to  pursue.     It  has  been  stated,  I  un- 


derstand, that  there  is  some  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  revising  the  Customs  tariff  this  session, 
because  time  will  not  admit  of  a  tariff  being 
properly  prepared.  But  I  think  I  may  say  that 
the  Opposition  generally — at  any  rate,  a  large 
number  of  honourable  gentlemen  on  this  side — 
think  that  this  matter  is  not  one  of  such  great 
difficulty,  and  at  our  request  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Dunedin  Central  has 
been  kind  enough  to  undertake  to  receive  com- 
munications from  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
guide  us  in  making  the  necessary  revision.  We 
shall  then  have  information  as  to  the  varied  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  can  proceed  with  the 
business  of  the  country.  I  shall  say  no  more 
about  it,  further  than  to  announce  my  intention, 
in  order  to  enable  the  people  interested  through- 
out the  country,  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  other,  to  send  their  communications  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central ;  and 
then  we  can  decide  the  nature  of  the  tariff  to 
be  submitted  to  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— If  you  will  allow  me, 
Sir.  I  cannot  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
position  at  all,  and  I  decline  wholly  to  do  more 
Government  business  until  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  time  to  prepare  his  tariff 
with  the  assistance  of  his  friend  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central.  Sir,  I  shall  im- 
mediately, as  soon  as  you  call  for  the  necessary 
papers,  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I 
cannot  consent  for  a  moment  to  proceed  with 
Government  business.  Of  course,  if  it  suits  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  if  members  of  the 
House  are  prepared  to  allow  the  time  of  the 
House  to  be  wasted,  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  carry  matters  over  till  after 
Christmas  ;  but,  if  I  understand  the  temper  of 
the  House,  it  will  not  submit  to  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. We  shall  adjourn  from  day  to  day, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be  respon- 
sible for  the  waste  of  time,  for  we  shall  demand 
that  he  shall  come  down  with  his  tariff  and 
try  conclusions  with  the  Government.  Then, 
if  the  House  supports  him,  of  course  he  will 
decide,  with  the  assistance  of  his  friends,  how 
long  the  House  shall  sit.  I  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  this  Government  is  not  going  tQ  sit 
here  under  a  threat  of  expulsion  £rom  office. 
I  will  consider  between  this  and  to-morrow, 
looking  at  the  extraordinary  course  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  pursued,  whether  it  is  right 
that  private  members  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  going  on  with  their  work  to-morrow 
and  next  day ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say, 
under  the  extraordinary  circumstances,  that  the 
Government  would  be  justified  in  conducting 
the  business  of  the  House  at  all  until  the 
House  has  compelled  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  bring  down  his  resolution.  I  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  position  he  has 
taken  up  is  a  very  absurd  one,  unless,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  it  is  with  a  view  of  taking  a 
holiday.  Before  I  came  to  the  House  I  heard 
that  the  Government  did  not  want  to  go  on 
with  Government  business  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
An  honourable  member   says  that  he  heard 
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direct  that  the  Premier  proposed  to  give  private 
members  to-day  and  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  other  day  that,  in  my  opinion, 
he  would  not  carry  a  single  measure  of  policy, 
except,  perhaps,  those  relating  to  reduction  of 
expenditure,  and  therefore  he  would  not  want 
any  of  them.  Because  I  threaten  him  with  an 
amendment  which  threatens  the  position  of 
the  Government  he  is  not  entitled  to  take  up 
the  position  that  he  has  taken  up.  Surely  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  aware  that  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  by  one  resolution  maintain 
that  position.  It  is  an  open  question  from  day 
to  day.  Now,  in  bringing  down  these  resolu- 
tions I  have  not  challenged  the  position  of  the 
Government.  I  think  it  desirable  to  take  some 
steps  to  amend  the  present  tariff,  and  the  Go- 
vernment may  deem  the  alterations  that  may 
be  proposed  sufficiently  good  to  support.  I  do 
not  want  office.  As  I  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues,  what  I  consider 
is  necessary  is  a  strong,  independent  Govern- 
ment —  strong  as  to  policy ;  and  he  may  be 
prepared  to  support  a  tariff  not  brought  down 
with  a  view  of  challenging  the  position  of  the 
Government.  I  am  in  hope  that  we  shall  get 
the  support  of  the  Government  before  it  goes 
through. 

Mr.  PULTON.— We  cannot  even  hear  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  says.  We  cannot 
hear  a  syllable. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  say  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution is  not  to  traverse  the  position  of  the 
Government.  I  am  not  seeking  office,  and,  if  I 
saw  the  way  to  carry  out  a  policy  which  I  be- 
lieved would  be  beneficial  to  the  country,  I  should 
do  what  I  could  to  support  the  Government, 
and  give  it  that  strength  it  clearly  has  not  now, 
because  of  its  representing  so  many  divided 
opinions.  Therefore  the  resolution  will  not  be 
brought  down  with  the  view  of  unseating  the 
Government.  On  the  contrary  I  should  be  only 
too  glad  if  the  Government  would  fairly  and 
dispassionately  look  at  the  tariff  ;  and,  after  thoy 
have  seen  it,  if  they  were  able  to  say,  "It  is  a 
good  work,  and  wo  will  support  it,"  no  one  would 
be  better  pleased  than  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  would  support  me,  and  myself.  There- 
fore it  is  not  brought  down  with  the  view  of 
unseating  the  Government.  I  think  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  was  discussed  at  every  election 
throughout  the  country,  and  a  large  number 
of  members  gave  an  assurance  upon  it,  and  it 
will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  country  if  the 
session  is  to  pass  without  a  discussion  upon 
it.  As  it  has  been  said  that  it  is  so  very  diffi- 
cult to  make  the  changes,  we  propose  to  show 
what  the  changes  are  that  we  consider  de- 
sirable ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  that  can 
be  any  excuse  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  deferring  Government  business.  Of  course, 
if  that  is  to  be  so,  when  I  got  up  and  said 
that  some  of  his  policy  Bills  would  not  go 
through  he  might  have  accepted  that  in  the 
same  way.  My  object  was  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  give  me  an  assurance  that, 
'when  I  was  prepared,  he  would  give  me  a  day. 
Sir  J.  Vog$l 


and  not  force  me  to  insist  upon  trying  to  evade 
the  forms  of  the  House  in  order  to  obtain  an 
opportunity  for  bringing  down  the  resolutions. 
I  think,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman 
will,  on  reflection,  see  that  there  is  no  reaaoxi 
whatever  why  he  should  not  go  on  with  the 
ordinary  business  and  wait  till  this  comes  down^ 
as  it  will  do.  As  to  the  question  of  delay  and 
so  on,  I  am  not  going  to  be  deterred  from  doing 
what  I  consider  to  be  my  duty  by  the  charge 
being  raised  against  me  of  obstruction.  I  know 
that  old  dodge  so  well  that  it  is  simply  «>.Tnnging 
I  know  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ha» 
already  given  out  that  we  were  obstructing  the 
business  and  trying  to  prolong  the  session. 
Well,  Sir,  I  laugh  at  the  idea.  To  say  that 
we  are  not  to  have  a  discussion  on  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  because  it  would  be  obstructing 
the  session  is  simply  ridiculous.  Why,  we  were 
all  of  us,  or  nearly  all  of  us,  elected  one  way  or 
the  other  upon  that  important  question,  as 
well  as  upon  others;  and.  Sir,  in  regard  to- 
the  other  questions  the  same  thing  applies. 
I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  hastening  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  session  in  the  smallest  degree 
where  I  think  it  unadvisable  to  so  hasten 
them.  I  must  point  out  to  honourable 
gentlemen  that  they  solicited  the  votes  of  the 
electors  throughout  the  country  without  de- 
claring that  they  had  only  two  months  at  their 
disposal ;  thoy  asked  the  votes  of  the  electors 
on  the  understanding  that  they  would  perform 
their  duties ;  and  so  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
why,  if  the  business  of  the  House  should  take 
a  longer  time  than  between  now  and  Christ- 
mas, we  should  not  sit  after  Christmas.  And 
taking-  private  members'  days  at  this  early 
period  of  the  session  is,  to  my  mind,  very 
objectionable,  and  is  limiting  the  discussions 
of  Parliament.  There  is  no  reason  for  our 
not  sitting  as  long  as  is  requisite.  It  is 
simply  a  custom  which  grew  up  out  of  the 
convenience  of  certain  members  who  were 
largely  interested  in  shearing  pursuits  and 
wished  to  get  away  at  a  particular  time.  But 
we  are  here  to  represent  men,  not  sheep,  and  to 
do  the  business  of  the  country.  If  the  country 
requires  it,  I  say  we  are  bound  to  go  on  with 
the  business  after  Christmas.  I  shall  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  every  facility  for  going 
through  the  business  quickly  where  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  done  quickly ;  but,  as  for  allowing 
the  charge  of  obstruction  to  prevent  my  bring- 
ing down  questions  which  I  think  the  House 
should  consider,  I  cannot  reconcile  such  a 
course  with  my  conscience.  Nor,  Sir,  shall  I  i 
bo  debarred  by  being  told  that  the  sitting  of 
the  House  costs  so  much,  and  so  on.  If  the 
House  is  not  worth  the  cost  of  its  daily  sit- 
tings, if  it  is  of  no  benefit  to  the  country,  it 
would  be  better  that  we  should  have  no  House 
at  all,  and  elect  the  honourable  gentleman 
Dictator:  and  I  do  not  suppose,  Sir,  that  he 
would  object  to  such  a  position.  But,  since  we 
live  under  a  constitutional  form  of  government, 
and  the  country  is  not,  shall  I  say  ?  sufficiently 
advanced  in  opinion  to  recognise  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  away  with  parliamentary  govern- 
ment, whilst  they  are  in  Parliament  members 
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'will  reconcile  to  their  consciences  the  course 
they  wish  to  pursue.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
for  the  honourable  member  to  try  to  raise  the 
cry  of  obstruction  to  such  a  question  as  this— 
«  question  which  affects  so  intimately  the  in- 
terests of  a  vast  number  of  persons  throughout 
the  country.  If  the  honourable  member  will 
go  to  Christchurch,  Dunedin,  or  Auckland,  and 
go  round  the  suburbs  and  see  the  intense  desire 
that  prevails  that  the  tariff  should  be  altered, 
lie  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  treat  it 
with  such  levity  as,  I  am  bound  to  say,  he  is  in- 
-clined  to  do.  There  is  a  higher  question  than 
that  of  who  shall  occupy  those  benches.  I 
•do  not  want  to  do  so,  but  the  question  I  bring 
forward  is  one  that  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  well-being  of  the  colony  and  of  the  colonists 
;at  the  present  moment,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  I  should  be  put  in  the  position,  because  I 
announce  my  intention  of  bringing  this  question 
forward,  of  stopping  other  business.  Other 
business  can  proceed.  I  trust  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  see  reason  to  withdraw  the 
hasty  decision  he  has  given,  or  else  that  he  will 
«dmit  that  he  wants  a  holiday  for  a  week. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  I  am  confident  the 
Premier  is  not  at  all  likely  to  recall  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  calls  his  hasty  decision. 
I  think  it  time  the  Government  came  to  a  de- 
cision as  to  what  they  ought  to  do  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the 
House  is  to  be  conducted  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session.  The  honourable  gentleman  says 
he  does  not  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
having  wasted  the  time  of  the  House.  I  say 
that  for  the  past  week  he  has  done  nothing 
else  than  waste  the  time  of  the  House,  and  I 
wish  he  had  done  nothing  worse  than  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish.  Sir,  that  the  honour- 
■able  gentleman^s  words  be  taken  down — that  I 
have  "  done  nothing  else  than  waste  the  time 
of  the  House."  If  that  is  not  an  ofiensive  ex- 
pression I  do  not  know  one. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  "  That  the 
words  that  have  just  been  mentioned  be  taken 
-down." 

Motion  negatived  on  the  voices. 

A  division  was  called  for,  but  not  persisted 
in. 

Mr.  FISHER. — ^Now,  Sir,  I  suppose  we  shall 
be  told  that  this  is  not  a  further  waste  of  time. 
Sir,  I  charge  the  honourable  gentleman  —  I 
say  this  to  him :  I  wish  that  during  the  past 
week  he  had  done  nothing  worse  than  waste 
the  time  of  this  House.  And  let  me  call  his 
-attention  to  this  fact:  Does  the  taxpayer  of 
the  country,  in  whose  interests  the  honourable 
gentleman  claims  to  speak,  understand  that 
every  day  wasted  in  this  House  costs  £400? 
and  does  the  taxpayer  understand,  further, 
that  every  day  wasted  ii^  preventing  us  carry- 
ing out  the  retrenchments  we  have  under- 
taken doubles  the  cost  to  the  country  ?  Sir,  I 
thought  that  we  had  given  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  friends  and  the  country  to 
understand  that  the  principal  business  of  the 
country  and  of  Parliament  this  session  is  to 
restore  the  finances  of  the  country :  and  that 
can  only  be  done  by  carrying  out  our  financial 


Proposals.  And  we  have  made  it  equally  clear, 
think,  that  the  revision  of  the  tarifi — and  I 
hope  the  Premier  will  not  be  moved  out  of  the 
position  he  has  taken  up — will  not  be  brought 
about  this  session  by  any  tactics  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  may  choose  to 
adopt.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  we  have  not  placed  our  proposals  before 
the  House.  Have  we  not  brought  down  our 
policy  Bills  ?  And  are  we  not,  so  soon  as  he 
will  allow  us  to  do  so,  perfectly  prepared  to 
discuss  them  ?  But,  first  of  all,  we  must  get 
rid  of  the  discussion  on  our  financial  proposcds. 
The  honourable  gentleman  now  assures  the 
House  that,  if  he  is  permitted  to  do  so,  he  will 
bring  down  a  tanfi  m  which  the  Government 
and  everybody  else  will  agree.  Why,  Sir,  is 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  an  expert  in 
the  manufacture  of  tariffs  ?  In  two  short 
years  he  has  brought  down  two  tariffs  of  his 
own  manufacture ;  and  what  was  the  answer  of 
Parliament  and  the  country  to  those  tariffs  ? 
Why,  they  ignominiously  rejected  both;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  now  tells  us  that 
he  is  prepared  with  a  third  tariff,  which  he 
wishes  us  now  to  discuss,  and  which  he  is 
sure  the  House  will  adopt.  But,  Sir,  that 
honourable  gentleman  has  played  with  tariffs 
and  has  played  with  the  country  too  long,  and 
the  country  at  this  particular  time  is  not  in 
the  mood  to  stand  any  more  of  his  tariff  ex- 
periments. Then,  what  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  when  he  talks  about  a  strong 
and  independent  Government?  Has  it  not 
been  demonstrated  to  the  country  that  this 
colony  can  be  governed  without  the  gentle- 
man's aid  or  assistance  ?  The  time  has  come 
when  the  affairs  of  the  country  must  be  ad- 
ministered by  men  who  have  a  real,  a  genuine, 
and  an  honest  desire  to  carry  out  what  the 
people  want.  And  have  not  the  people  said, 
at  the  elections,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  Government  have  not  carried 
out  what  the  people  of  this  country  desire? 
I  hope  the  Premier  will  stand  by  the  posi- 
tion which  he  has  taken  up  in  this  matter; 
and  when  the  proper  time  arrives  I  am  sure 
the  House  will  be  in  a  position  to  decide  the 
question  for  itself.  I  implore  the  House  not  to 
submit  to  any  further  waste  of  time,  such  as  it 
has  submitted  to  during  the  last  week  or  two. 
The  Government  themselves  have  clearly  laid 
it  down  that  they  do  not  propose  to  tinker  with 
the  tariff.  We  know  very  well  that  persons  in 
business  are  suffering  severely  from  the  un- 
settlemcnt  of  trade  and  uncertainty  of  what 
their  position  in  the  future  is  to  be.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  in  any  com- 
mercial business  he  would  have  understood 
what  that  feeling  of  uncertainty  meant;  and 
I  am  glad  to  believe  that  Parliament  has  made 
up  its  mind  not  to  interfere  with  the  tariff  or 
to  tinker  with  that  question  this  year.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  also  said  that  we 
were  a  Government  divided  in  opinion.  Did 
he  say  that,  or  did  I  misunderstand  him  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— What  I  said  was  this  :  that 
the  Government  were  weak,  because  they  re- 
presented such  divided  opinions. 
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Mr.  FISHER.  —  On  what  grounds  does  he 
make  this  statement  ?  Has  he  witnessed  in 
our  csise  any  of  those  lamentable  exhibitions 
which  we  witnessed  during  last  session  and 
the  session  before  upon  the  most  important 
policy  Bill  his  Government  brought  down — 
the  Representation  Bill  ?  We  saw  three  mem- 
bers of  his  Government  go  into  one  lobby  and 
three  into  the  other,  and  then  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  they  abandoned  it  altogether,  and 
left  a  private  member  to  carry  it  through.  And 
yet  he  talks  about  our  divided  counsels!  If 
he  continues  to  make  statements  of  that  kind 
he  will  receive  the  only  answer  he  can  expect 
to  receive.  We  are  not  going  to  sit  here  and 
listen  to  any  of  his  lectures  any  longer.  I 
hope  my  colleague  the  Premier  will  stand  to 
his  position  and  not  submit  to  any  more  of 
such  tactics  as  those  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  adopted  during  the  past  week. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  am  quite  sure  that  the  House 
is  not  in  a  temper  to  indulge  in  a  comedy  of 
this  kind.  This  has  come  to  all  of  us  by  sur- 
prise. I  see  the  Premier  laughs.  I  am  not  a 
tactician — I  was  going  to  say,  I  thank  Heaven. 
From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  position  into 
which  this  colony  has  been  brought  by  its  able 
tacticians  I  am  proud  not  to  be  one  myself. 
What  we  really  want  is  a  little  earnestness  and 
a  little  straightforwardness,  and  that  would  be 
worth  all  the  tactics.  Now,  I  believe  I  need 
not  tell  the  House  that  I  feel  very  strongly 
on  the  question  of  Protection,  and  I  am  as- 
tounded to  hear  the  Minister  of  Education 
speak  about  the  great  trouble  and  distress 
caused  by  the  uncertainty  that  prevails  as  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  this  re- 
spect, while  in  the  same  breath  he  tells  us  that 
the  Government  have  determined  to  put  ofi  the 
consideration  of  the  whole  question.  Where  is 
the  consistency  here  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man the  leader  of  the  Government  knows  very 
well  why  he  will  not  face  the  tariff.  He  knows 
that  his  Government  is  divided,  and  that  the 
party  at  his  back  are  equally  divided  on  the 
question,  and  he  is  merely  temporising  and  play- 
ing with  the  House.  That  is  the  true  position. 
I  am  not  in  the  confidence  of  the  Opposition  as 
an  Opposition ;  but  I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  seen  his  chance — which  I  con- 
sider a  great  mistake — to  bring  on  a  no-con- 
fidence debate.  I  am  quite  sure  the  House 
does  not  want  it.  A  great  many  of  us  have 
struggled  hard  for  some  days  past  to  prevent  it, 
and  have  used  every  possible  means  to  bring 
forward  the  tariff  question  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  could  not  be  constrained,  even  by  the 
most  acute  tacticians,  into  a  party  question. 
What  we  wanted  was  to  get  the  question  dis- 
cussed on  its  merits.  That  has  occupied  the 
minds  of  all  those  who  are  anxiously  in  favour 
of  a  change  in  the  tariff.  They  brought  it 
up,  and  were  satisfied  to  accept  the  position. 
I  object  altogether  to  its  being  made  a  ques- 
tion of  confidence  or  no  confidence.  I  ob- 
ject still  more  strongly  to  the  humiliating 
position  which  this  House  is  placed  in  by  the 
tactics  of  the  Government.  Let  us  consider 
what  position  we  are  in.    When  the  honourable 


gentleman  undertook  to  form  a  Govemment  it 
was  distinctly  understood  that  the  first  ques- 
tion to  be  dealt  with  was  retrenchment;  bnt 
it  was  not  for  one  moment  supposed  th&t  that 
was  to  be  the  only  question  during  the  sesraoiL 
It  was  never  for  one  moment  supposed  that» 
with  the  country  in  its  present  great  depression, 
we  were  to  sit  still  and  consider  retrenduneat 
as  the  remedy. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^It  was. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  Certainly  not.  I  myself  said 
distinctly  at  the  first  caucus  that  Protection 
was  the  question.  There  were  fiity-two  gentle- 
men at  the  meeting;  and  other  honourable 
gentlemen  there  said  the  same  thing.  We 
stated  that  retrenchment  was  the  first  thing* 
but  that  it  should  be  so  only  to  get  it  out  of 
the  way  as  quickly  as  possible,  that  we  might 
take  up  Protection.  Nor  did  we  dream  that  the 
form  it  should  take  would  be  simply  this :  that 
the  Government  would  come  down  and  propose 
a  block  vote  in  the  way  of  reduction,  and  then. 
tell  us  to  go  home  and  leave  them  to  carry  it  out 
afterwards — leave  in  their  hands  without  any 
control  the  reductions  which  they  thought  fit 
to  make  in  education,  reductions  in  the  defence 
of  the  country,  reductions  in  the  Mining  Depart- 
ment ernd  in  others,  in  the  subsidies  to  public 
bodies,  and  in  various  matters  of  policy  of  that 
kind.  We  never  dreamt  that  they  should  be  left 
to  make  the  reductions  as  they  thought  fit.  In 
proof  that  the  Government  themselves  did  not 
intend  that,  I  would  recall  to  the  recollection 
of  the  House  what  took  place  in  the  debate  on 
the  adjournment.  Practically,  the  Govern- 
ment cbsked  for  a  three  weeks*  adjoummeni ; 
and,  when  it  was  argued  that  that  was  .a  long 
time,  and  some  honourable  member  pointed 
out  that  their  predecessors  had  not  taken  so 
much,  the  Premier  distinctly  stated  th&t  the 
reason  he  asked  for  so  long  a  time  was  that  he 
would  have  to  alter  every  figure  in  the  esti- 
mates. These  were  the  exact  words  he  used, 
and  that  was  the  ground  upon  which  so  long 
an  adjournment  was  asked  for.  Now,  Sir,  I 
certainly  thought  that  three  weeks  was  not  an 
unreasonable  time  to  ask  for  under  these  cir- 
cumstances; and  it  was  imderstood  that  the 
Government  should  revise  the  estimates  in 
the  ordinary  way.  Instead  of  that,  the  House 
is  placed  in  this  position :  The  Government 
say,  "You  are  not  fit  to  be  consulted  in 
the  retrenchments  we  propose.  Go  home; 
leave  it  to  us  to  do.  We  will  undertake 
it.  Leave  us  alone,  and  walk  home.  Yon 
gentlemen  have  pot  the  patriotism,  you  have 
not  the  disinterestedness,  you  have  not  the 
sense,  to  discuss  the  retrenchments  we  propose. 
Make  us  dictators  for  the  time  being,  and  go 
home."  That  is  the  whole  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. As  to  their  great  measures  brought 
down,  where  are  they?  Is  it  a  policy  Bill 
which  proposes  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  three  years  hence,  or  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  at  the  same  | 
distant  date?  What  other  policy  Bills  are 
there  ?  I  feel  that  we  have  been  wasting  time 
indeed;  and  that  it  is  the  Government  alone 
who  are  responsible  for  it.    They  have  not  yet 
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brought  down  any  measures  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. They  have  treated  the  members  of 
the  House  as  nonentities — they  have  not  given 
iheir  confidence  in  any  way.  The  Government 
alone  are  responsible  for  the  condition  into 
which  tiie  House  has  drifted.  Now,  Sir,  I  will 
suggest  a  course  which  I  venture  to  think  the 
Government  should  pursue,  and  in  which,  I  am 
sure,  they  would  receive  the  support  of  many 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  not  ordinarily 
their  supporters.  Why  does  not  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
get  an  imprest  supply  voted,  and  adjourn  from 
the  end  of  the  month  till  next  January  or  even 
Febmazy  ?  That  will  give  him  ample  time  to 
revise  the  estimates  and  prepare  a  tariff,  and 
he  will  be  able  to  begin  to  effect  his  retrench- 
ments without  further  delay.  A  resolution  of 
the  House  might  be  passed  empowering  the  Go- 
yemment  to  carry  out  at  once  the  departmental 
retrenchment  they  propose.  There  need  be  no 
obstruction  to  the  Government  proposals  so  far 
as  retrenchment  is  concerned.  On  the  House 
resuming  in  February  a  definite  policy  might 
be  put  before  it.  I  am  sure  this  would  be  the 
best  course  to  puisue.  If  the  work  is  put  ofi  for  a 
new  session  in  April,  that  new  session  will  bring 
its  own  special  work,  its  own  tactics,  its  own 
Financial  Statement,  its  own  troubles,  its  own 
Address  in  Reply ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  we 
shall  then  see  the  same  muddle,  the  same  frit- 
tering-away  of  time,  that  we  witness  now,  and 
that  we  have,  in  fact,  witnessed  for  every  ses- 
sion for  years  past.  I  believe  the  last  Govern- 
ment sinned  less  in  that  respect  than  some  of 
their  predecessors  ;  but  generally  the  policy  of 
Governments  has  been  to  weary  out  the  House, 
to  give  honourable  members  something  to  talk 
of  for  some  weeks,  and  then,  when  they  were 
tired  out,  to  charge  them  with  delaying  the 
business  of  the  country,  to  bring  down  their 
estimates,  and  force  them  through,  oven  by 
keeping  the  House  sitting  till  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  That  has  been  the  deliberate 
policy  of  Governments,  especially  of  the  Go- 
vernments of  which  the  Premier  has  been 
a  member.  This  is  simply  a  resumption  of 
old  tactics — it  is  nothing  new  to  older  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  We  know  exactly  what 
is  coming ;  the  object  is  to  get  members  tired 
out,  then  to  force  all  the  business  through 
in  a  few  days  and  send  honourable  members 
away  home.  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
take  the  suggestion  I  have  made,  instead  of 
plunging  the  House  into  a  no-confidence 
debate.  The  proposal  to  do  so  is  a  most  gra- 
tuitous thing  on  the  part  of  the  Government ; 
for,  before  they  even  know  the  character  of  the 
motions  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Cbristchurch  North  is  going  to  propose,  or  the 
questions  ho  is  going  to  ask — they  may  be  only 
questions — the  Premier  moves  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  I  earnestly  urge  the  Govern- 
ment to  avoid  any  further  delay,  and  to  take 
such  an  adjournment  as  I  have  suggested. 
We  could  meet  here  again  in  February  with 
the  revised  estimates  and  the  tariff  clearly 
before  us.  I  should  support  the  Government 
most  heartily  in  a  course  of  that  kind,  and  I 


protest  against  the  House  being  now  plunged 
into  a  no-confidence  debate. 

Mr.  FISH. — Sir,  the  raising  of  this  subject 
to-day  is  as  much  a  surprise  to  me  as  it  is  to 
the  Premier;  nor  do  I  approve  of  the  posi- 
tion that  we  have  been  put  in.  I  have  been, 
and  am,  as  anxious  as  any  honourable  mem- 
ber that  the  business  of  the  country  should 
be  gone  on  with  expeditiously.  But  I  can- 
not allow  the  remarks  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  as  to  wn<^te  of  time  to  go  unchal- 
lenged. I  deny  moac  emphatically  that  any 
waste  of  time  this  session  is  chargeable  to  the 
Opposition.  It  must  be  patent  to  every  one 
that  the  Government  are  not  only  responsible 
for  a  delay  of  three  weeks  for  adjournment,  but 
that  since  we  have  had  the  result  of  that  three 
weeks'  adjournment  before  us,  and  the  debate 
on  the  Financial  Statement  has  been  proceed- 
ing, the  Government  have  made  no  effort  to 
shorten  the  debate,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
prolonged  it  as  much  as  possible.  The  Minister 
of  Education  says  that  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  not  touching  the  tariff  this  session 
will  settle  trade :  but,  as  a  trader,  I  deny  that 
entirely.  If  the  Government  had  said  dis- 
tinctly, "  We  are  going  to  pursue  a  free- trade 
policy  on  the  lines  of  the  present  tariff,"  or  if 
they  had  said,  **  We  shall  propose  a  protective 
tariff,'*  either  of  such  declarations  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  settling  trade.  Had  the 
Premier  told  the  recent  deputation  to  him- 
self, **  We  cannot  possibly  frame  a  new  tariff 
this  session  for  want  of  time,  but  next  session 
we  will  propose  a  tariff  in  the  direction  of  Pro- 
tection," I  should  have  been  one  to  accept  such 
a  declaration  loyally,  because  I  am  free  to 
confess— and  I  care  not  whether  I  please  or 
displease  my  party  in  saying  so — that  the  Gk>- 
vemment  must  have  sufficient  time  to  prepare 
a  tariff  which  can  be  expected  to  be  satisfactory 
to  the  country.  An  ID-digested  and  hastily- 
prepared  tariff  would  necessarily  do  injury  to 
trade.  If  the  Government  were  now  to  say, 
"  We  will  bring  down  a  tariff  next  session  of  a 
protective  character,"  I  should  be  one  to  say, 
*'  Let  us  dispose  of  the  business  of  this  session 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  end  it,  and  wait 
till  next  session  for  the  tariff."  But  they 
do  not  do  anything  of  the  kind  —  the  Pre- 
mier told  the  deputation  he  is  neither  a 
Protectionist  nor  a  Free-trader.  I  say,  Sir, 
that  it  is  deceiving  the  country.  A  man 
cannot  be  both  or  neither  —  he  must  be 
one  or  the  other.  Why  does  not  the  honour- 
able gentleman  declare  himself  honestly  and 
truly?  We  have  been  told  that  the  late  elec- 
tions were  decided  solely  on  the  question  of 
retrenchment.  I  deny  that  utterly.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  organs  which  support  the  present 
Government  tried  to  place  that  question  before 
the  country  as  the  leading  one,  but  I  and  many 
others  pointed  out  that  it  was  only  an  attempt 
to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the  scent  of  Pro- 
tection. If  the  country  pronounced  for  any- 
thing at  all  in  the  late  election  it  pronounced 
decidedly  and  most  emphatically  for  Protec- 
tion. I  am  free  to  admit  it  also  pronounced 
for  retrenchment ;  but  with  regard  to  Protec- 
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tion   the   sonnd  was   more   certain  than  for 
retrenchment,  because  every  one  who  thinks 
of  the  matter  at)  all  will  admit  that  the  re- 
trenchment which  is  necessary,  and  which  the 
Government  say  they  are  going  to  carry  out, 
will  be  a  curse  to  the  country  unless  some- 
thing is  done  to  protect  it  in  the  shape  of  a 
protective  tariff,  to  give  employment  to  those 
whom  retrenchment  will  deprive  of  employ- 
ment.   I  say  fearlessly  that  the  Premier  and 
those  with  him  are  frustrating  the  wish  of  the 
country,  and  deluding  the  country.    I  believe 
the  Government    have  no  intention    to    give 
effect  to  the  wish  of  the  country  next  session. 
We  shall,  next  session,  be  no  further  forward 
than  we  are  now,  but  we  shall  get  some  half- 
and-half  thing  like  the  declaration  of  the  Pre- 
mier to  the  deputation.     Sir,  that  is  not  the 
way  for  a  Government  to  treat  the  House  or 
the  country  on  a  subject  of  the  very  first  im- 
portance; and  I,  for  one,  am  greatly  dissatisfied 
with  it.    We  are  told  the  Government's  policy 
Bills  are   down  ;   but  where   are  they  ?    The 
policy  Bills  have  not  been  brought  down,  nor 
will  they  be  till  near  the  end  of  the  session, 
when  there  will  be  such  pressure  that  it  will  be 
physically  impossible  for  the  most  industrious 
member  to  give  proper  attention  to  any  of 
them.    Does  the  Minister  of  Education  meaji 
to  say  that  Bills  to  reduce  the  salary  of  future 
Governors  and  to  reduce   Ministerial  salaries 
and  the  honorarium  are  policy  Bills?    If  we 
are  to  be  told  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is   embodied   in   these   Bills  —  and  we 
have  been  told  so  by  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion —  then  I  say  it   is   indeed   a   wretched 
policy,   and  the   Government  have  no  policy 
worthy  of  the  name  to  bring  before  the  coun- 
try at  all.     I  shall  not,  for  party  purposes, 
be  led  into  supporting  any  motion  wliich  has 
for  its  object  the  wasting  of  time ;  I  care  not 
for  party  in  such  a  case  as  that;   but  I  will 
support  any  motion  which  is  brought  down 
directly  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the 
question  of  Protection.    Let  such  amendment 
be  brought  fairly  forward  on  its  own  account, 
and  if  the  Government  take  it  as  a  question  of 
no-confidence  I  cannot  help  it.    I  do  not  wish 
it,  but  if  they  do  it  is  their  affair.    I  should 
like  the  question  put  straight  to  the  House,  and 
the  vote  taken  on  it,  and  if  we  are  beaten  I 
shall  be  one  then  to  help  the  Government  to  get 
through  the  business  of  the  session,  and  end  it 
as  soon  as  possible.     Sir,  I  make  these  few  re- 
marks, not  with  any  desire  to  waste  time,  but 
with  a  desire  to  save  time  in  the  future.    I  am 
not  to  be  led  into  discussing  surprise  motions 
which  have  no  tangible  object ;  but  I  will  sup- 
port what  I  am  sent  here  to  support,  and  that 
is  Protection,  and,  if  I  cannot  get  that  after  a 
fair  trial,  then  I  will  do  my  best  to  get  the 
other  business  of  the  country  disposed  of  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Sir,  I  very  much  regret 
the  course  that  has  been  taken  in  bringing  for- 
ward what  I  consider  is  an  ill-timed  motion 
altogether.  In  my  opinion  any  such  motion 
as  that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  is  most  Ul-advised  at  the  present 
Mr.  Fish 


time;  for  this  reason:  The  condition  of  tike 
country  is  very  serious  indeed,  and  the  fiist 
duty  of  the  House  is  to  settle  the  finances  of 
the  country,  and  to  take  suoh  steps  as  will 
insure  the  pushing -on  of  public  works  vdth 
rapidity.  That  is  our  first  duty ;  and  I  say  il 
would  be  far  the  best  course  for  us  to  consider 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  these  re- 
spects, and  see  how  far  they  are  acceptaUe  to 
the  House,  and  to  see  what  retrenchment  we 
can  carry  out.  After  that  has  been  done,  then 
it  would  be  a  very  proper  thing  to  bring  this 
question  of  the  tariff  forward.  I  do  not  believe 
in  these  surprise  motions — it  is  plucking  the 
pear  before  it  is  ripe.  That  is  my  opinion,  how- 
ever ardent  young  members  like  an  hononrable 
gentleman  who  is  interjecting  may  be.  If  joa 
leave  the  pear  alone,  it  will  drop  into  your 
mouth  by-and-by ;  but  by  plucking  it  too  soon 
it  never  ripens  :  and  I  think  a  surprise  motion 
is  a  very  undesirable  thing.  I  say  it  is  our  first 
duty  to  consider  the  propositions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  see  how  far  retrenchment  can 
be  carried — how  far,  in  what  is  a  course  of 
stem  necessity,  we  can  go ;  and  then  it  will  be 
another  matter  of  stern  necessity,  if  we  wish  to 
keep  our  finances  in  a  sound  state,  to  deal  with 
the  Customs  tariff  before  leaving  for  our  homes. 
I  think  this  motion  is  most  unwise  at  the 
present  time,  till  we  see  how  far  the  Govern- 
ment's proposals  can  be  accepted  by  the  House. 
Like  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
South,  I  am  not  going  to  be  led  into  sapport- 
iug  any  surprise  motions,  which  I  consider  most 
ill-advised ;  and  I  do  not  see  what  other  step 
the  Premier  could  take  than  to  accept  this 
motion  as  one  of  no-confidence.  I  do  not  wish 
to  embitter  the  discussion,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchnrch 
North  should  be  accused  of  wasting  time — I  do 
not  consider  he  is  responsible  in  the  slightest 
degree  for  wasting  time.  But  I  consider  that, 
if  any  action  is  taken  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  as  this,  the  whole  party  should 
be  cognisant  of  it,  and  it  should  be  brought 
forward  as  a  joint  motion,  and  that  it  shonld 
not  be  an  affair  of  two  or  three  individuals.  As 
I  have  said,  I  think  our  first  duty  is  to  consider 
the  retrenchment  and  public  works  proposals 
of  the  Government;  and  therefore  I  should 
consider  it  my  duty  even  to  vote  against  such  a 
motion  as  has  been  suggested  if  it  is  brought 
forward  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  Government  on 
this  question.  The  Treasurer  may  laugh.  This 
is  a  cose  of — "  Who  will  tread  on  the  tail  of  my 
coat  ?  "  The  t.ail  of  tlie  Government's  coat  is 
trailing  all  over  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  the 
question  is  asked,  Who  will  tread  on  it  ?  The 
Treasurer  believes  that  this  is  a  question  on 
which  these  tactics  should  be  adopted.  Just 
when  he  gets  this  opportunity,  as  he  thinks, 
to  strike  at  his  foe  when  that  foe  is  labouring 
under  difficulties,  then  is  the  time  he  hits  oat 
and  shoots  his  bolt. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  he  who  has  shot 
me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  in  the  slightest.    I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.] 


Customs  Tariff. 


[HOUSE.] 


Customs  Tariff. 


537 


know  a  little  about  parliamentary  practioe,  and 
I  know  when  the  time  has  come  for  a  fight. 
I  think  the  smaller  man,  as  a  rule,  strikes  the 
taller  when  he  gets  him  on  lower  ground.  That 
is  not  so  in  this  case.  As  for  the  Minister  of 
Education,  I  remember  the  time  when  he  said 
to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  **  Gome  along, 
come  on ;  I  will  do  away  with  you  and  the  In- 
surance Department.  You  are  at  the  head  of 
that  department;  come  on;  I  am  prepared 
for  you."  The  challenge  was  accepted,  and 
the  result  was  that  the  Minister  of  Education 
was  landed  on  the  broad  of  his  back,  "heels 
up,  with  care,"  and  he  did  not  say  then, 
"Come  on,  come  on."  He  had  had  quite 
enough.  The  same  thing  happens  to-day.  He 
finds  that  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  has  placed 
himself  at  this  disadvantage  :  Having  spoken, 
he  could  not  answer  the  honourable  gentle- 
man; his  hands  were  tied.  Then,  the  Minister 
of  Education,  bearing  in  mind  the  fall  he  got 
over  the  Insurance  question,  says,  *'  Come  on, 
come  on.  We  will  stand  no  more  of  this;  we 
are  ready  for  you."  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
Ministers  taking  up  that  attitude,  and  I  would 
say  to  them,  *'Do  this;  come  on,  purge  the 
House,  do  your  duty  as  a  Government,  Do 
not  stand  what  has  been  going  on  during  the 
last  few  days  in  the  colony.  The  atmosphere 
is  reeking  with  that  which,  to  my  mind,  is  a 
standing  disgrace  to  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand.  Purge  the  House  of  what  is  being 
said  about  it,  which  certainly  is  not  true."  If 
the  Government  wish  to  lead  the  House  and  to 
do  their  dutv 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  is  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
had  better  read  the  Auckland  Bell  of  the  I6th. 
Then,  v/e  are  accused  of  wasting  time. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man say,  **  Hear,  hear  "  ? 

Hon.  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  chorus  of  Ministers  I— not 
zninistering  angels.  Have  not  the  Government 
expressed  a  wish  that  nothing  should  be  men- 
tioned of  what  occurred  last  week  ?  And  who 
was  the  first  to  mention  it  to-day  ?  The  Minis- 
ter of  Education.  I  understood  that  a  veil 
was  to  bo  drawn  over  that  unfortunate  occur- 
rence ;  but  now  the  Minister  of  Education  is  the 
first  to  mention  it  and  throw  it  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  Sir  Julius  Vog^l. 
I  say  it  is  most  unfair  for  the  Government  one 
day  to  say,  "  Draw  a  veil  over  it."  They  have 
not  done  tiieir  duty  to  the  country  and  to  this 
Parliament  in  not  having  challenged  that  which 
was  said  about  us.  Our  honour  is  in  their  cus- 
tody, and  the  Government,  as  the  custodians  of 
our  honour,  have  not  done  their  duty  to  the 
House.  The  Minister  of  Education  said  that 
the  discussion  on  the  financial  proposals  has 
dragged  on  wearily,  and  that  the  question  has 
not  had  that  attention  from  the  House  which 
it  should  have  had.  When  the  Statement  was 
being  fully  discussed,  who  drew  a  red-herring 
across  the  scent  ?  Who  was  it  that  threw  down 
ttQ  Midland  Railway  proposals,  thus  divert- 
ing   the    attention    of    honourable    members 


from  the  financisfl  proposals,  and  throwing 
the  House  into  chaos?  and  who  dealt  with 
the  question  afterwards  by  referring  it  to 
a  Select  Committee?  The  Premier  is  re- 
sponsible for  that.  When  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  the  Opposition  had  decided  to 
go  on  with  the  financial  proposals  and  deal 
with  them,  the  proposal  came  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  Midland  Bail  way  ques- 
tion ;  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  prevented  the 
financial  proposals  being  dealt  with  as  they 
otherwise  would  have  been  dealt  with,  and  should 
have  been  dealt  with.  So  far  as  what  occurred 
last  week  is  concerned,  I  say  we  are  in  no  way 
responsible  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  it  is 
no  waste  of  time  either  to  uphold  the  dignity 
of  the  Chair  or  to  see  that  the  members  of  this 
House  have  justice  done  to  them.  If  that  is 
waste  of  time  I,  for  one,  will  bo  prepared  to 
waste  a  great  deal  of  time,  to  see  that  justice 
is  done  to  every  member  of  this  House,  to 
the  Chair,  and  to  the  Parliament  of  New  Zea- 
land. The  Minister  of  Education  said  to  the 
House,  "  Wo  must  go  on.  There  wats  no  other 
subject  put  to  the  electors  but  this  question 
of  retrenchment."  I  join  issue  on  that  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  once,  and  I 
challenge  him  upon  his  own  utterances  during 
the  elections,  where  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment was  one  subject,  but  the  question  of  Pro- 
tection and  the  encouragement  of  local  indus- 
tries was  paramount.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  about  that ;  and  the  only  reason  why 
the  Government  have  not  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion of  encouraging  local  industries  arises  from 
the  fact  that  on  those  Government  benches 
there  are  a  majority  of  Free-traders.  Of  the 
forty-nine  supporters — because  those  are  all 
the  Government  have  really  got  to  depend 
upon  —  thirty-two  are  Free-traders,  and  the 
Government,  from  the  position  in  which  they 
are  placed,  dare  not  touch  this  question  of 
Protection ;  they  dare  not  do  justice  to  the 
industries  of  the  colony,  because,  if  they  did, 
they  would  risk  their  seats  on  the  Government 
benches.  Sooner  than  risk  their  seats  they  cling 
on  to  them  like  barnacles  to  a  ship's  bottom, 
and  say,  •*  Come  on,  we  are  prepared  to  fight 
you,"  and  all  because  Sir  Julius  Vogel  has  given 
notice  of  this  motion.  We  know  that  there 
are  a  number  of  men  in  the  House  who  say 
that  they  cannot  vote  for  anything  which  would 
bring  Sir  Julius  Vogel  back  to  office.  This  is 
the  only  opportunity  the  Government  have  of 
bringing  on  a  no-confidence  motion,  and  they 
say,  **  Come  on,  come  on ;  tread  on  the  tail  of 
my  coat."  Why  has  the  Government  not  put 
before  the  House  more  information  with  regard 
to  their  financial  proposals  ?  The  Minister  of 
Education  has  acted  with  a  rashness  that  some- 
times characterizes  a  schoolboy.  It  reminds  me 
of  the  following :  A  number  of  schoolboys  have 
decided  upon  bathing  in  the  pond.  The  most 
venturesome  takes  a  plunge  into  the  water,  and 
comes  back  shivering  with  the  cold,  and  says, 
"  Oh,  oh  I  it's  very  cold."  The  other  boys  then 
decline  to  take  a  plunge,  and  the  result  is 
that  all  dress  and  go  home.  So  in  this  case  in 
regard  to  the  financial  proposals.    The  Minis- 
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ter  of  Education  is  the  only  Minister,  the  only 
member  of  the  Government,  who  has  dared  to 
take  a  plunge,  and  the  cold  bath  he  received 
has  acted  as  a  warning  to  the  rest  of  the  Minis- 
ters, and  not  one  of  them  has  dared  to  say  a 
single  word  in  support  of  their  own  proposals ; 
but  they  have  had  a  number  of  candid  friends 
amongst  their  supporters,  who  have  told  us 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Government  are  un- 
satisfactory, but  that  for  other  reasons  they 
will  support  the  Government.  The  House  has 
not  been  treated  fairly  by  Ministers  upon  this 
question.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  lead  this  House,  and  to  give  further  expla- 
nations in  connection  with  these  financial  pro- 
posals. If  that  had  been  done  the  debate  might 
have  been  ended  long  ago.  The  Government 
are  responsible  for  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  discussion  of  these  proposals,  be- 
cause, if  the  Government  had  given  the  ex- 
planations they  should  have  given,  the  debate 
might  have  been  ended  a  week  ago.  In  the 
financial  debate  there  have  been  more  speakers 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House  than  on 
this  side.  Then,  where  does  the  obstruction 
come  in?  I  will  not  be  a  party  to  any  ob- 
struction. The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  does  not  intend,  by  this  motion, 
to  do  more  than  was  done  by  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell.  Why  did  not 
the  leader  of  the  House  rise  up  and  accept 
that?  There  was  a  distinct  challenge  there, 
and  the  Premier  did  not  accept  it  as  a  no-con- 
fidence motion,  and  it  was  debated  in  a  proper 
spirit,  a  resolution  was  come  to,  and  .there  was 
an  end  of  the  matter.  And,  here,  because  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
gives  notice  of  a  motion  on  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  that  is  at  once  seized  on  by  the 
Premier  and  made  a  no-confidence  motion. 
The  House  is  to  be  adjourned,  and  we  are  to  be 
plunged  into  this  debate.  The  Premier  and 
those  who  are  with  him  first  of  all  got  a  nimiber 
of  young  members  to  attend  a  caucus.  They 
first  caucused  them  :  that  is  one  way  of  roping 
the  young  colts.  Then  there  was  the  putting- 
on  of  the  bridle  and  the  putting-in  of  the  bit, 
and  after  that  comes  the  question  of  touching 
them  up  with  the  whip.  The  Premier  now 
wishes  to  get  these  honourable  gentlemen  into 
the  lobby  with  him  on  a  no- confidence  motion, 
and  then  chose  members  cannot  go  back  upon 
their  vote  for  the  rest  of  this  Parliament,  or,  if 
they  do,  they  must  stand  under  the  stigma  of 
bemg  called  political  rodents.  That  is  exactly 
what  the  Premier  is  trying  to  do  ;  but  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
knows  a  little  better  than  to  be  forced  into  that 
position.  We  remember  the  old  adage,  which 
it  is  well  to  remember  on  occasions  like  this, — 

He  who  fights  and  runs  away 
May  live  to  fight  another  day 

For  the  present  I  will  say  that  it  is  not  for  the 
other  side  to  select  the  subject  and  occasion  for 
a  fight.  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  be 
dragged  into  a  fight  on  a  question  of  this  sort. 
I  prefer  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country,  allowing  the  responsibility  for  the 
obstruction  of  business  to  rest  on  the  shoulders 
Mr.  Seddon 


of  the  Government  and  on  that  side  of  tihe 
House. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  this  occasion,  because  I  do  not  intend  to 
be  a  party  to  any  obstruction.  I  ask  honoar- 
able  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
consider  this:  There  are  very  lajrge  noxnbeiB 
of  men  throughout  this  colony  looking  to  Parlia- 
ment to  do  something  in  the  way  of  ameliorat- 
ing their  position.  I  want  to  see  the  policy  of 
the  Government  before  us  fairly  before  wo  deal 
with  this  matter,  and  I  think  that  the  presoit 
time  is  an  entirely  inopportune  one  for  moving 
this  resolution,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  thought  proper  to  take  ap  the 
position  they  have  taken.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  tactician  at  all ;  but  I  do  hope  that  we 
shall  have  no  more  adjournments.  Let  us  get 
on  with  the  business  of  the  country.  The 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  has  suggested 
to  the  Government  that  we  should  ad  jo  am  at 
the  end  of  this  month  for  a  couple  of  months, 
and  come  back  then  and  go  on  with  business ; 
but  where  should  we  be  then  ?  Why,  we  should 
have  the  same  complaint  made  by  the  GrOTem- 
ment — want  of  time  to  prepare  their  tarifiE  pro- 
posals. It  is  all  nonsense  to  say  that  honour- 
able members  are  to  be  dilly-dallying  about 
Wellington  week  after  week  and  month  after 
month  doing  nothing.  I  am  not  going  to  be  a 
party  to  anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  of  no  use, 
in  the  present  position  of  parties,  to  attempt  to 
force  the  Government  to  deal  with  the  tariff, 
unless  a  motion  to  that  effect  is  brought  for- 
ward to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House.  I  can 
understand  a  direct  motion  of  that  kind  being 
brought  forward  and  settled,  and  then,  if  the 
Government  cannot  be  put  out  this  session,  let 
them  go  on  till  next.  They  have  undertaken 
to  bring  down  a  revised  tarifi  next  session.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  that  I  shall  support 
them ;  but  let  them  go  on  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  this  session,  and  then« 
if  their  proposals  are  not  satisfactory  next 
session,  they  must  make  room  for  others.  I 
understand  that  there  are  other  honourable 
members  who  have  pledged  themselves  to  tom 
them  out,  and  I  will  join  with  those  honourable 
members.  Therefore  I  hope  we  shall  have  no 
more  of  this  shilly-shallying  with  the  business. 
There  are  too  many  people  throughout  the 
country  looking  to  see  what  we  are  going  to  do. 
I  get  letters  daily  asking,  **  What  are  you  doing 
in  Parliament  ?  What  public  works  are  to  be 
carried  out  ?  What  provision  are  you  making 
for  the  wants  of  the  people  ?  "  I  say,  then,  let 
the  Government  get  fairly  to  business.  I  am  not 
going  to  sit  here  listening  to  honourable  mem- 
bers trying  to  "  break  the  record  "  by  talk,  talk, 
talk,  everlastingly.  I  trust  some  arrangement 
will  be  made  by  which  we  shall  not  have  another 
adjounmient. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  as  to  what  fell  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru.  He  seemed  to  think 
that  this  resolution  had  been  brought  down 
by  a  little  cUque  of  the  party  without  his 
having  been  consulted,  and  that  it  looked  ts 
if  it  hiEbd  been  instigated  by  some  young  and 
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ardent  spirits.  I  may  say,  for  myself,  that  I 
was  quite  as  ignorant  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  that  this  resolution  was  to  be 
brought  forward ;  so  that,  if  that  is  his  com- 
plaint against  tiie  party,  he  has  very  little 
ground  to  go  upon.  I  am  not  now  saying  any- 
thing that  ought  to  be  distorted  into  a  reflection 
on  the  leader  of  our  party,  and  merely  wish  to 
point  out  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  resolution. 
1  can  well  understand  that,  when  such  a  motion 
is  brought  forward  by  an  honourable  member 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  it  should  be  accepted 
as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  that  the 
Government  should  decline  to  go  on  with  any 
other  business  until  it  is  settled ;  but  I  say  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
has  not  given  notice  of  such  a  motion,  euid  it  is 
very  singular  that  the  Government  should  talk 
of  stopping  the  business  of  the  country  as  they 
do.  The  next  thing  we  shall  have  is  that,  if 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  spoken  of  in 
Bellamy's,  or  in  the  lobbies,  as  having  said  that 
he  will  forward  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence, 
the  Premier  will  get  up  and  say  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  will  have  to  be  stopped  for 
a  week.  We  are  accused  of  being  anxious  to 
bring  forward  this  question  of  "  Protection"  in 
order  to  make  party  capital  out  of  it.  But  I 
may  say  that,  as  far  as  a  question  of  party 
tactics  is  concerned,  it  would  be  much  better 
for  us  if  the  Premier  were  to  succeed  in  keep- 
ing the  question  back  month  after  month ;  for 
I  can  assure  him  that  the  result  of  his  con- 
tinued delav  will  be  that  the  current  of  public 
opinion  will  set  in  against  him  with  a  strength 
that  he  has  very  little  notion  of  now. 

Mr.  BABBON. — It  seems  that  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  is  unfortunately  called  for ; 
but  the  form  it  should  take,  as  far  as  this 
debate  indicates,  would  appear  to  be  that  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  have  no  confidence 
in  their  leader.  This  debate  is  another  ex- 
ample of  what  has  unfortunately  occurred  on 
so  many  more  occasions  this  session  through 
the  inconsiderate  action  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  evidently,  without  thinking 
how  to  bring  it  about  properly,  has  precipitated 
a  crisis  of  this  kind.  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
saying — and  there  are  many  who  agree  with 
me — that  it  is  to  be  regretted  exceedingly  that 
this  session  should  so  far  have  been  almost 
wasted,  and  that  we  should  have  conducted 
our  business  in  so  injudicious  a  manner.  I 
will  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  we  shall 
take  a  lesson  from  the  unfortunate  position 
into  which  this  afternoon's  action  has  preci- 
pitated us,  and  proceed  in  a  more  businesslike 
way  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  country,  and 
not  act  as  if  everything  must  give  way  to  the 
desire  of  some  honourable  members  to  make 
egotistical  display  merely  for  their  own  exalta- 
tion. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— If  there  is  any  blame  for 
the  debate  this  afternoon  it  rests  with  the 
Government.  When  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  intimated 
that  he  would  on  a  future  occasion  move  a  cer- 
tain resolution,  the  Premier  at  once  jumped  up 
and  said  that  he  must  treat  it  as  a  vote  of  want 


of  confidence.  This  provoked  the  discussion; 
and  the  blame  rests  with  the  head  of  the 
Government.  As  to  the  intimation  which  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  given  of  what  he 
intends  to  do,  the  position  is  very  simple. 
The  Government  themselves  put  two  pro- 
minent statements  into  their  Financial  State- 
ment— one,  that  a  revision  of  the  tariff  is 
a  matter  of  necessity  and  that  the  country  is 
injured  by  every  day  that  that  is  delayed ;  and, 
further,  that  they  cannot  do  anything  with  it 
this  session ;  the  task  of  retrenchment  is  too 
heavy.  This  is  their  sole  reason  for  not  touch- 
ing the  tariff.  Now,  why  should  the  Premier 
take  it  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  that 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
believe  with  him  that  a  revision  is  necessary, 
and  who  are  not  absorbed  in  the  details  of 
retrenchment,  should  apply  themselves  to  help 
the  Government  in  the  matter?  Many  of  us 
hold  that  an  immediate  revision  on  protective 
lines  is  of  vital  importance.  For  my  own  part 
I  was  returned  to  this  House  to  bring  about  a 
protective  policy,  and,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  will 
endeavour  to  do  it,  and  no  party  considerations 
or  charges  of  obstruction  shall  afiect  me.  I 
say  that  censure  rests  upon  the  Government 
now  for  delaying  the  matter.  The  Opposition 
are  not  doing  this  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment, but  for  the  country's  good ;  and  I  do 
not  at  all  see  why  the  Grovemment  should  not 
accept  the  assistance  we  are  willing  to  give. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — The  honourable  member  for 
Sydenham  has  put  the  case  so  clearly  and 
fairly  before  the  House  that  I  need  not 
trouble  it  at  any  length.  I  approach  this  ques- 
tion as  one  who  for  many  years  has  been  in 
favour  of  what  are  called  protective  duties. 
My  opinions  upon  that  subject  are  not  opinions 
of  yesterday.  I  was  a  Protectionist  when 
many  honourable  members  who  now  appear 
in  that  capacity  were  ardent  Free-traders.  I 
imagine,  therefore,  that  my  sincerity  in  pro* 
posing  to  deal  with  this  matter  will  not  be 
questioned.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
stated  that  he  did  not  want  to  embarrass  the 
Government,  nor  did  he  want  to  get  on  the 
Government  benches  again.  Of  course  we 
know  that.  He  stated  that  he  only  wanted 
to  put  before  the  House  and  the  country  his 
opinion  on  this  question — namely,  that  the 
tariff  should  be  revised  immediately.  Well,  if 
that  is  all  he  wants,  he  can  do  it  without  pro- 
ceeding as  he  is  now  doing.  We  have  before 
us  a  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement  on 
which  any  question  can  be  gone  into,  and  the 
honourable  member  has  only  to  get  a  friend 
to  move  an  amendment,  and  he  can  then  put 
before  the  House  and  country  his  views  on  the 
tariff ;  so  that,  if  that  is  all  he  wants,  his  present 
proposal  is  unnecessary.  Then,  he  alleges  that 
the  tariff  was  the  great  question  at  the  elec- 
tions, and  that  it  ought  to  be  dealt  with  this 
session,  instead  of  being  deferred  as  the  Go- 
vernment propose.  When  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  speaks  he  speaks  with  an  autho- 
rity that  no  other  member  in  the  House, 
except  the  Premier,  can  speak  with ;  and  when 
the  Premier  states,  as  he  does,  that,  on  such  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6^ 


Customs  Tariff. 


[HOUSE.]         Customs  Tariff.         [Nov.  22 


resolution  being  given  notice  of  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  it  is  necessary  to  stop  all 
other  business,  it  must  be  clear  to  the  old 
members  of  the  House,  at  all  events,  that  such 
is  the  case.  Evidently  no  business  can  be 
properly  carried  on  by  the  Government  until 
a  question  which  affects  their  existence  is 
settled.  The  honourable  member  opposite  says 
that  the  Government  cannot  carry  through 
their  policy  measures,  that  they  have  treated 
the  tariff  with  levity,  that  his  conscience  com- 
pels him  to  bring  the  question  forward,  and 
that  he  believes  that  the  majority  of  the 
House  are  in  favour  of  immediate  revision.  I 
speak  under  correction,  but  I  believe  those 
were  the  expressions  used  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  He  asked  the  Premier  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  bring  his  resolutions  for- 
ward, and  said  that  it  was  a  question  which 
ought  to  be  settled.  Of  course  it  is  a  ques- 
tion that  ought  to  be  settled.  If  that  is 
the  opinion  of  the  lea,der  of  the  Opposition, 
speaking,  one  must  assume — although  to-day's 
debate  would  seem  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  the 
matter — speaking,  one  must  assume,  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  friends,  I  ask  any  old 
member  of  this  House  whether  that  question 
should  not  be  settled  before  any  other  business 
is  proceeded  with.  The  honourable  member's 
statement  means  that  the  Ministers  on  these 
benches  are  here  simply  on  sufferance,  and 
that  they  have  not  the  authority  in  the 
House  which  the  Government  should  have. 
My  honourable  friend  the  Premier  knows 
the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  the  question; 
but,  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  not 
prepared  to  avail  himself  of  any  opportunity 
which  my  honourable  friend  will  afford  him 
of  bringing  it  forward  at  once,  I  hope  the 
Premier  will  treat  the  threat  as  an  empty  one 
— as,  in  fact,  proof  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber knows  that  he  has  not  a  majority  to  sup- 
port him ;  and  then  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
no  further  obstruction  in  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — As  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, I  may  say  that,  at  the  wish  of  my 
friends,  I  withdraw  the  intimation  I  made  for 
the  present. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  may  say  at  once  I  am 
not  going  to  accept  that  withdrawal.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  quite  mistaken  if  he 
thinks  I  will  accept  such  a  withdrawal.  We 
should  at  once  have  him,  in  his  newspapers  and 
in  the  lobbies,  boasting  how  he  had  beaten  the 
Government  and  what  a  position  he  had  placed 
them  in.  I  am  going  to  have  this  question 
settled  at  once. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  show  the  honour- 
able gentleman  how.  I  challenge  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  if  he  is  sincere  in  what  he  tells 
us,  if  he  believes  that  there  is  a  majority  of  this 
House  who  desire  that  the  tariff  should  be  re- 
vised this  session,  I  am  quite  willing  now  at 
once  to  move,  by  a  friend — or  I  will  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  moving,  as  a  substantive  motion, 
if  he  likes.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  tariff  ought  to  be  revised  this  session.  He 
Sir  J,  Hall 


cannot  want  to  wait  a  week  until  his  friends 
receive  communications  from  the  various  Pro- 
tection societies,  I  suppose,  as  to  what  the  tariff 
shall  be,  or  because  he  is  not  prepared  to  move 
a  tariff  at  the  present  time  without  consulta- 
tion with  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Central,  and  before  he  has  had  time  to  com- 
municate with  some  of  his  friends  about  the 
country.  That  is  a  very  difficult  position  to  be 
placed  in :  the  position  of  ffrst  assistant  to  the 
Treasurer  in  the  manufacture  of  a  new  tariff. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  there  would  be  a  uni- 
versal howl  throughout  the  country  at  a  tariff 
which  those  honourable  gentlemen  would  be 
able  to  produce  in  a  week.  I  am  going  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  better  chance ;  I 
am  going  to  give  him  not  only  the  advantage 
of  having  one  of  his  late  colleagues  to  do  it, 
but  the  advantage  of  having  recourse  to  all  the 
offices  and  the  records  of  the  Government.  I 
invite  the  honourable  gentleman  at  once  to 
table  this  motion,  so  that  we  can  get  on  with 
the  business:  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  tariff  ought  to  be  revised  this  ses- 
sion. Now,  I  say  this,  and  I  am  going  to  pat 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  the  test,  and  then 
I  am  going  to  show  how  hollow  his  professions 
are  :  I  will  get  one  of  my  honourable  friends  to 
move.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
revision  of  the  tariff  should  not  be  proceeded 
with  this  session.  I  will  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  opportunity  of  choosing  which 
position  he  would  like.  No,  Sir ;  he  wants  a 
little  time  to  move  his  motion.  Now,  I  appeal 
to  my  innocent  friend  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  Central,  who  thinks  that  the  late 
Treasurer  meant  nothing.  But  what  he  did 
moan  was  to  get  him  into  his  net,  and  to  use 
him  for  his  convenience,  and  for  this  one  object : 
to  bring  the  Government  into  disrepute  with 
the  country.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
afraid  to  meet  the  position ;  and  yet  I  have 
appealed  to  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
assist  in  doing  the  business  of  the  countiy. 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  find  thsUi  we 
know  our  business  as  well  as  he  does.  Just  one 
word  as  to  what  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Pamell  said.  I  suppose  I  must 
not  call  him  a  virtuous  innocent,  but 

Mr.  MOSS.— All  I  have  to  say  is,  that  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  do  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— At  any  rate,  I  wiU  pomt 
out  to  him  what  an  extraordinary  position  he 
takes  up.  He  says,  "  Look  at  this  Govern- 
ment ;  they  give  us  no  information ;  they  will 
not  give  us  any  particulars." 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.—'*  They  give  no  parti- 
culars of  retrenchment.  This  is  outrageous,*' 
says  the  honourable  gentleman.  "  We,  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  ought  to  decide 
all  these  points."  And  yet  if  there  is  one  point 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  is  perpetually 
asserting  with  all  the  force  of  his  great 
eloquence  it  is  that  if  you  will  have  a  true 
Government  you  must  make  a  clear  line  be- 
tween Executive  and  Parliament!  And  yet 
every  clerk's  salary  is  decided  upon  here  !  He 
also  says,  "  You  refuse  to  give  us  further  in- 
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formation ;"  and  the  reply  of  the  Government 
is,  "  We  have  not  got  time  to  give  you  further 
iriormation." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
honourable  gentleman.  When  I  brought  all 
these  points  forward  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  me.  He  is 
now  referring  to  these  matters,  and  I  have  not 
an  opportunity  of  replying  to  him.  If  you, 
Sir,  will  grant  me  that  opportunity,  I  shall 
have  no  objection  to  hi's  going  into  the  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  afraid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  not  understood  what  I 
have  been  saying. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  have  heard  all  you  said. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  was  referring  to  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  said  this 
afternoon ;  but  I  know  the  honourable  gentle- 
man always  likes  two  speeches  on  a  question. 
He  has  already  had  two  speeches  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  and  now  he  would  like  a  third ; 
and  he  would  like  to  answer  me,  in  which  case 
I  should  take  care  to  answer  him.  I  was  re- 
ferring to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  had  said.  I  was  just  showing  his  con- 
sistency. I  was  showing  that  he  was  calling 
out  for  particulars,  and  saying  how  outrageous 
it  was  for  the  Government  to  withhold  par- 
ticulars. He  wished  the  House  to  meet  in 
February ;  so  that  the  only  difference  was, 
whether  the  House  should  meet  in  February  or 
April  —  a  difference  of  two  months,  —  and  he 
suggested  the  House  should  give  the  Govern- 
ment an  imprest  supply  in  the  meantime. 
The  Government  say  they  cannot  do  their  work 
by  February,  and,  when  I  say  that,  I  say  that 
we  know  what  we  are  talking  about. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  he  is  incorrect  in 
asserting  that.  I  said  it  would  take  two  or 
three  months  to  prepare  the  tariff.  When  I 
spoke  just  now  I  had  in  my  mind  that  he  could 
do  it  in  two  or  three  months,  and  I  had  no 
objection  to  vote  the  block  sum. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  may  suit  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  meet  in  February,  instead 
of  next  April ;  but  this  is  exactly  the  position  I 
was  laying  down  :  I  did  sav  that  two  or  three 
months — perhaps  I  said  three  or  four— would 
be  necessary  to  prepare  the  tariff,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  asks  me  to  reorganize 
the  whole  Civil  Service  as  well  as  prepare  the 
tariff  in  two  months. 

'Mi.  MOSS.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  I  will  let  the 
honourable  gentleman  alone,  except  that  I 
must  say  this :  that  his  recollection  of  the 
position  he  took  up  in  regard  to  Protection  and 
retrenchment  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  posi- 
tion I  understood  him  to  take  up — entirely  and 
absolutely  opposed.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  distinctly  declared  that  retrenchment 
must  have  precedence  of  the  other  question, 
and  his  party  was  prepared  to  give  it  up.  He 
knows,  however,  that  he  is  the  single  member 
of  a  party  he  has  followed  for  some  years,  and 
that  he  has  suffered  very  much  misery  in  this 
House. 


Mr.  MOSS. — ^I  did  not  hoar  the  honourable 
member. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  I  should 
deafen  the  House  if  I  raised  my  voice  higher. 
I  say  it  is  well  known  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  the  sole  member  of  a  party 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  so  in  plaintive  tones 
he  announced  the  misery  he  suffered  during  the 
whole  of  that  time.  I  am  only  going  to  warn 
him  of  this :  that  he  is  on  the  road  back  again 
to  the  party  of  a  single  member,  and  I  only 
caution  him  not  to  go  there  because  he  suffered 
so  very  much,  and  I  advise  him  to  join  one 
party  or  the  other.  As  it  is  quite  time  we 
should  get  to  business,  I  now  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  an  opi)ortunity  of 
moving  at  once  the  motion  I  have  referred  to, 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  tariff  should  be  revised  this 
session.  If  he  fails  to  take  advantage  of  that 
opportunity,  I  shall  get  a  friend  of  mine  to 
make  a  motion  at  half-past  seven  this  evening, 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  tariff  should  be  revised  this 
session.  I  shall  ask  the  House  at  half-past 
seven  to  look  at  the  position  the  Government 
have  taken  up;  and  I  will  have  that  motion 
brought  forward,  and  we  will  fight  it  out  and 
see  whether  our  policy  is  to  be  carried. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. There  is  a  little  discrepancy  in  the 
statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self as  to  what  occurred  on  the  occasion  to 
which  he  referred.  There  were  forty  or  fifty 
members  present  on  that  occasion,  and  they 
will  be  able  to  prove  that  what  occurred 
was  this:  I  distinctly  stated  that  there  were 
other  questions  which  some  of  us  had  at  heart 
even  more  than  retrenchment,  but  we  were 
willing  to  waive  them  until  the  question  of 
retrenchment  had  been  settled.  There  were 
members  present  on  that  occasion  who  may 
remember  that,  and  that  I  especially  mentioned 
Protection.  There  could  be  no  mistake  on  that 
point.  My  memory  is  perfectly  clear.  I  would 
like  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
on  that  occasion  what  he  proposed  was  this : 
If  the  caucus  was  willing  to  see  him  through 
the  session  he  would  undertake  to  bring  down 
no  measure  that  had  not  previously  received 
the  support  of  his  party. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Distinctly  I  say  Yes.  I  then 
got  up  and  protested  that  this  was  roping  us 
into  a  party  when  we  were  really  not  united  or 
as  a  party  in  any  sense  then  present.  That  is 
the  explanation.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  properly  understood  me. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  be  in  order  to 
proceed  to  say  this 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  must  not  go  beyond  a 
personal  explanation. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  allow  mo  another  opportunity 
to  reply  to  his  challenge. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  for  the  House  now 
to  adjourn,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
wishes  to  move  his  motion,  that  he  should  do  so 
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at  half-past  seyen  o'clock  to-night.    If  not 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—If  this  motion  is  carried 
the  House  must  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  because 
the  motion  is,  "  That  this  House  do  now  ad- 
journ/' and  that  means  till  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
permission  of  the  House  to  alter  the  motion 
to  one  for  adjourning  till  to-night. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  could  not  be  done 
now,  as  no  amendment  was  allowable  to  the 
niotion  **That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  debate  which  was 
concluded  by  the  mover's  reply.  Of  course,  if 
the  motion  were  negatived,  arrangements  might 
be  made  later  on  for  an  adjournment  till  half- 
past  seven  to-day.  The  present  motion,  if  car- 
ried, would  adjourn  the  House  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Negative  the  motion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  no ;  we  wUl  allow 
it  to  be  amended  if  you  like. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  answer  the  direct  challenge  which  has 
been  thrown  out  to  me.  I  shall  speak  as  briefly 
as  I  can,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
sires to  reply,  I  shall  be  ready  to  support  his 
claim  for  a  reply.  The  honourable  gentleman 
asks  me  to  move  a  resolution  setting  out  that 
the  tariff  should  be  revised  this  session.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  accept  that  challenge.  In  the 
first  place,  as  honourable  gentlemen  have  heard 
in  the  House  this  afternoon,  many  of  my  sup> 
porters  are  inclined  to  desire  that  the  question 
of  retrenchment  should  be  considered  first,  be- 
fore the  question  of  the  revision  of  the  tarlfi. 
In  the  next  place,  as  I  intimated  this  after- 
noon, I  am  not  prepared  to  move  that  the 
tarifi  should  be  revised  without  indicating 
the  nature  of  the  alterations  that  should  be 
made.  Therefore  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept 
the  challenge  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Now  with  regeird  to  the  other  challenge.  He 
says  that  he  can  find  an  accommodating  friend 
who  will  move  that  the  tariff  should  not  be 
altered  this  session.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
he  is  prepared  to  do  so,  because  I  confess  that 
it  would  be  a  very  great  convenience  to  us  to 
know  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  subject. 
I  think  that  the  tariff  should  be  altered  this 
session,  and  we  shall  be  prepared  to  indicate 
how  it  may  be  done ;  but  if  the  House  does  not 
desire  that  there  should  be  an  amendment,  and 
a  resolution  is  passed  on  the  subject,  it  will 
set  matters  at  rest,  and  we  need  not  pursue  the 
inquiries  we  have  commenced.  I  shall  accept 
thac  challenge  of  the  honourable  gentleman: 
at  any  rate,  a  proceeding  of  that  kind  would  be 
an  assistance,  and  I  am  thankful  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  offers  that  proposal.  If 
that  motion  were  carried  it  would,  at  any  rate, 
facilitate  the  business  of  the  House. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  60. 

Allen 

Buchanan 

Fulton 

Anderson 

Carroll 

Goldie 

Atkinson 

Cowan 

Graham 

Barron 

Dodson 

Hall 

Beetham 

Fergus 

Hamlin 

Bruce 

Fisher 

Hislop 

Major  Atkinson 

Hobbs 

Mitchelson 

Seymour 

Hodgkinson 

Moat 

Taiwhanga 

Izard 

Monk 

Thompson,  K. 

Jackson 

Newman 

Thompson,  T. 

Lawry 

Ormond 

Valentine 

Macarthur 

Peacock 

Whyte 

Mackenzie,  M 

Pearson 

Wilson 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Pyke 

Withy. 

Marchant 

Rhodes 

Tellers. 

McGregor 

Richardson 

,  G.  RusseU 

Mills 

Ross 

Tanner. 

Nobs,  32. 

Ballance 

Joyce 

Reeves,  R.H.  J. 

Blake 

Kelly 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Buxton 

Kerr 

Richardson,  E. 

Duncan 

liance 

Taylor 

Feldwick 

Lamach 

Tumbull 

Fish 

Levestam 

Vogel 

Fitchett 

Loughrey 

Walker 

Fitzherbert 

McKenzie, 

J.    Ward. 

Grimmond 

Moss 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Parata 

O'Callaghan 

Jones 

Perceval 
Paibs. 

Soddon. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Samuel 

Fraser 

Stuart-Menteath 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Taipua. 

Hutchison. 

Majority  for 

,18. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 

past  four  o'clock  p.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  23rd  November,  1887. 


First  Boadings. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chait  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Sheep  Bill,  North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Ex- 
tension Bill,  Onehunga  Water  Reserves  Bill, 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Amendment  and  En- 
dowment Improvement  Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
three  o*clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedn,esday,  23rd  November,  1867. 


First  Beadlngs— Aid  to  Catholic  Schools— Harbour 
Defence  —  Wliakarowarewa  School  Resenre  — 
Bonuses  to  Civil  Servants — Government  Railway 
Workshops  — Scab— Waihao  Half-caste  Grants- 
Ministerial  Residences— Otac[o  Central  Railway— 
State  Forests  Department--rublicDebt — Nelson 
Harbour  —  Temuka  Bridge  —  Cancerous  Cattle — 
Stamp  Daties  on  Native  Lands- Education— Bell 
Buoy  Light,  Nelson  —  Leith  Valley  Schoolhoosa 
Mails  — Railway  Freights— Old  Soldiers*  Land- 
claims- Firewood  for  Locomotives— Land  Boards 
and  School  Commissioners  —  Southland  Wool 
Freight— Railway  Employes— Coroners— Count 
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Post-offices— Local  Bills— Delayed  Telegrams- 
Main  Boads  in  Town  Districts— Xorimafco,  Maori 
Newspaper  —  Aackland  Unemployed  —  Glove 
Fights— Kaikorai  District  School— Advertising  on 
Railway  -  cars  —  Intestate  Estates  —  Perpetual 
Leases— Botorua  Natives— Newmaiket  Railway- 
crosBing- Education  Boards  and  School  Com- 
mittees—Springfield- West  Goast  Mails— Midland 
Bailway— Scab  in  Marlborough  and  Nelson- 
Schools  of  Mines  — New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board— Importation  of  Stock— JETansardBeports 
—  Midland  Bailway— Auctioneers  Bill  — Ceme- 
teries Bill— Coal  Import  Duty. 

Mr.   Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Committees  Bill,  Wellington  College 
and  Girls'  High  School  Bill. 

AID  TO  CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGREGOR,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  showing  the  total  number  of  signa- 
tures appended  to  petitions  to  this  House  from 
Catholics  petitioning  for  aid  to  their  schools. 

HARBOUR  DEFENCE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BALLANCE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  showing  the  expenditure,  in  detail,  on 
harbour  defences,  from  the  beginning,  and 
also  liabilities  outstanding  on  the  80th  Sep- 
tember, 1887. 

WHAKAREWAREWA  SCHOOL 

RESERVE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was  ordered, 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  the  report 

of  Mr.  Commissioner  Mackay  upon  the  Whaka- 

rewarewa  School  Reserve,  in  Motueka. 

BONUSES  TO  CIVIL  SERVANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  was  ordered. 
That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House  of 
all  bonuses  paid  to  Civil  servants  and  others, 
specifying  separately  the  departments,  the 
amounts,  and  names  of  the  recipients ;  the 
return  to  extend  over  the  period  from  the  Slst 
March,  1884,  to  30th  September,  1887. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr,  GOLDIE,  it  was  or- 
dered. That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  value  of  the  work  performed 
in  the  Government  railway  workshops  of  Hill- 
side, Addington,  Pi  tone,  and  Newmarket  for 
the  two  years  ending  Slst  March,  1887,  for  dis- 
tricts other  than  those  in  which  the  aforesaid 
workshops  are  situate. 

SCAB. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  cost  to  the  Government  of 
eradicating  scab,  specifying,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  cost  on  each  nm  and  in  each  district. 

WAIHAO  HALF-CASTE  GRANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  it  was 


ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  how  many  sections  of  the 
blocks  set  apart  for  half-caste  grants  near 
Waihao,  Waimate  Survey  District,  are  as  yet 
unallocated,  the  numbers  of  such  unallocated 
sections,  and  their  respective  areas. 

MINISTERIAL  RESIDENCES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GOLDIE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return,  in  continuation  of  the  return  presented 
last  year,  showing,  separately,  the  amount  ex- 
pended during  the  financial  year  ending  31st 
March,  1887 — (1)  Upon  repairs  and  mainten- 
ance, (2)  upon  additions,  (3)  upon  furniture 
and  furnishing,  for  each  of  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences, Wellington. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  "Mt,  FISH,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  (1)  what  length  of  time  (if  any)  the  fol- 
lowing contractors  for  works  on  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral Railway — ^viz.,  Messrs.  Mercer  and  Low, 
Gore  Brothers,  and  Matheson  Brothers— ex- 
ceeded their  contract-time  for  the  completion 
of  such  contracts  ;  (2)  the  amount  of  fines  im- 
posed for  such  default  in  esMih  case. 

STATE  FORESTS  DEPARTMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRUCE,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  showing  the  present  position  of  the  State 
Forests  Department ;  such  return  to  state  (1) 
the  total  amount  received  from  State  forests 
since  the  appointment  of  the  present  Chief 
Conservator ;  (2)  the  total  expenditure  for  the 
same  period ;  (8)  the  results  obtained ;  (4)  the 
earliest  date  at  which  the  department  may 
fairly  be  expected  to  become  self-supporting. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  HALL,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  (1)  particulars  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  colony  on  the  dOth  June,  1867 ;  (2) 
the  several  increases  and  decreases  of  such  debt 
between  that  date  and  the  Slst  March,  1887, 
whether  arising  from  new  loans  or  the  conver- 
sion of  old  loans,  or  from  the  paying-off  of  any 
loan,  and  showing  the  rate  of  mterest  and  sink- 
ing fund  payable  in  each  case,  and  the  annual 
charge  in  respect  thereof;  (3)  particulars  of 
the  public  debt  at  the  31st  March,  1887 ;  and 
(4)  a  statement  of  the  securities  in  which  the 
sinking  funds  of  the  several  loans  are  invested, 
including  outstanding  Treasury  and  deficiency 
bills  or  short-dated  debentures. 

NELSON  HARBOUR. 
Mr.  L  EVE  ST  AM  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  Whether  he  ha.s  decided  to  delay 
dredging  operations  inside  the  Nelson  Harbour ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the  grounds  for  his  de- 
cision? He  asked  this  question  because  he 
understood  that  the  Government  had  decided 
to  delay  the  dredging  operations  inside  Nelson 
Harbour.  It  appeared  they  wrote  in  May  last 
to  the  Harbourmaster  of  Nelson  as  follows : — 
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"I  have  to  request  that  you  will  let  me 
know  what  amount  of  dredging  you  consider 
necessary  at  the  inner  berths  of  the  wharf, 
and  also  whether  you  have  found,  as  yet,  any 
practical  difficulty  in  berthing  vessels  owing  to 
the  accumulation  of  silt." 

The  Harbourmaster  replied  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  necessary  dredging  operations  should 
be  commenced,  and  he  also  stated  that  ho 
found  some  practical  difficulty  in  berthing  ves- 
sels inside  the  wharf.  In  August  the  Govern- 
ment made  further  application  to  the  District 
Bailway  Manager  in  Nelson,  and  he  reported 
that,  in  his  opinion,  dredging  would  not  be 
zequired  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Now, 
although  that  gentleman  might  be  a  capital 
District  Bailway  Manager,  it  tippeared  to  him 
(Mr.  Levestam)  that  that  gentleman's  know- 
ledge of  the  requirements  of  the  harbour 
could  not  possibly  be  so  good  as  the  opinion 
of  the  Harbourmaster.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, that  in  this  case  the  Government  had 
preferred  the  opinion  of  the  District  Bail- 
way  Manager  to  that  of  the  Harbourmaster. 
He  did  not  state  this  from  his  own  knowledge, 
but  that  was  what  he  had  been  told ;  and  he 
should  therefore  like  the  ^linister  to  explain 
what  was  the  position  of  affairs.  He  might 
say  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  taken 
the  matter  up,  and  had  communicated  with  the 
Government  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  correspondence  read 
sufficiently  displayed  the  conflict  of  opinion 
between  the  officers  referred  to.  Further  in- 
quiry would  be  made,  and  if  the  dredging  was 
necessary  it  would  be  done. 

TEMUKA  BBIDGE. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  seeing  the  improbability  of 
the  Temuka-Oxford  Bailway  being  ever  con- 
structed, and  that  the  bridge  built  over  the 
Temuka  Biver  on  that  line  is  not  only  therefore 
useless,  but  injurious,  as  impeding  the  free 
course  of  the  river,  the  Govomment  are  wil- 
ling to  hand  over  the  bridge  to  the  Geraldine 
County  Council  for  the  purpose  of  removal  and 
its  probable  use  in  erecting  a  bridge  or  bridges 
elsewhere  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  this  bridge  was  not 
now  required  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended ;  therefore  the  Government 
had  no  objection  to  handing  it  over  to  the  local 
bodies,  provided  that  it  could  not  be  made  use 
of  in  its  present  position.  If  such  was  the 
case,  and  the  local  bodies  made  the  necessary 
application,  the  Government  would  give  effect 
to  it. 

CANCEBOUS  CATTLE. 

Mr.  :MABCHANT  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, If  the  Government  will  make  inquirj'  as 
to  whether  the  existence  of  cancerous  cattle  is 
dangerous  to  health  ;  and,  if  medical  men  are 
of  that  opinion,  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  deal 
with  the  question  ?  For  a  long  time  he  had 
been  of  opinion  that  deaths  from  cancer  were 
on  the  increase  in  the  colony.  He  had  there- 
fore gone  to  the  Begistrar-General's  Depart- 
Mr.  Levestam 


ment,  and  the  statistics  he  got  there  pointed  U> 
a  state  of  things  that  was  very  serious  indeed. 
In  1879  the  deaths  from  cancer  per  10,000  of 
the  population  were  2*63 ;  in  1880  they  amounted 
to  2-80;  1881,  2-69;  1882,  2-89;  1883,  2-99; 
1884,  8-46;  1885,  313  ;  1886,  3-68.  There  was 
therefore  an  increase  since  1879  of  40  per  cent. 
The  number  of  deaths  in  1886  was  214.  It  wag. 
the  opinion  of  some  medical  men  that  the 
existence  of  cancerous  cattle  was  dangerons^ 
and  that  cancer  in  human  cases  might  be 
traced  to,  or,  at  any  rate,  caused  by,  cancer  in 
cattle.  Of  course,  he  knew  nothing  as  to  that  ; 
but,  as  within  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  the 
deaths  from  cancer  in  this  country  had  in- 
creased 40  per  cent.,  he  thought  it  worth  while 
to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

^Ir.  HISLOP  said  the  matter  would  be  in- 
quired into  without  delay. 

STAMP  DUTIES  ON  NATIVE  LANDS. 

Mr.  PBATT  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  be  prepared  to  alter  the  Stamp  Oatj 
Act  in  the  direction  of  making  duties  on  Kati^B 
lauds  payable  yearly,  instead  of  in  a  lump  annip 
as  at  present?  With  regard  to  this  question, 
he  might  explain  that  on  the  18th  of  last  month 
a  number  of  honourable  gentlemen  waited  on 
the  Government  with  reference  to  this  matter^ 
which  was  a  very  important  one  and  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Government.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  when  Europeans  leased 
Native  lands  they  had  to  pay  down  the  whole 
of  the  duty  at  once.  The  present  law  acted 
prejudicially  in  two  ways :  it  prevented  people 
from  leasing  Native  lands,  and  the  Natives  got 
a  mu^h  lower  rental  than  they  would  otherwise 
get.  He  thought  the  present  law  was  a  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Natives  and  Koro- 
peans.  It  was  not  that  the  Maoris  objected  to 
the  principle  of  the  duty,  but  they  did  object 
that  it  should  be  paid  in  one  lump  sum.  These 
were  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  ask 
the  Government  whether  they  could  see  their 
way  to  make  some  alteration  in  the  law  faj 
which  payment  of  the  stamp  duty  would  not 
press  so  heavily.  He  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  could  not  arrange  to  have  this 
duty  paid  yearly.  If  the  Government  could  do 
this  he  was  quite  sure  that  it  would  act  very 
beneficially.  It  would  increase  the  settlement 
of  the  land,  and  be  beneficial  to  the  colony 
generally.  This  matter  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government  a  year  or  two  ago, 
and  the  Government  of  the  day  then  gave  a 
promise  that  they  would  consider  it.  The  pre- 
sent law  bore  very  heavily  indeed  upon  £aro- 
peans  and  Natives,  and  there  had  been  many 
complaints  with  regard  to  it.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  Government  would  give  this  matter 
favourable  consideration. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  question  was  no 
doubt  one  of  some  difficulty.  The  Government 
had  had  their  attention  drawn  to  it,  and  the 
matter  was  now  under  consideration.  Ho  was 
not  able  to  say  whether  the  Government  would 
be  able  to  amend  the  Act  or  not.  He  was 
rather  favourably  disposed  to  it  himself,  and,. 
without  being  in  any  way  committed  to  make 
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the  alteiation  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
sued,  he  would  assure  him  that  the  zoatter 
should  have  very  careful  consideration. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr.  JOHN  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  How 
18  it  intended  to  increase  the  school-age,  under 
the  Education  Act,  to  six  years,  and  yet  '*  make 
provision  so  that  no  country  school  shall  be 
closed  in  consequence  of  this  change  "? 

^ir.  FISHER  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
nmn  should  have  been  content  to  accept  the 
well-intended  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  on  the  pomt — namely,  that 
they  would  make  every  reasonable  efiort  to 
meet  the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  country 
schools.  As  had  been  already  said,  they  would 
endeavour  to  prevent  any  country  school  being 
closed  in  consequence  of  the  school-age  being 
zaised. 

BELL  BUOY  LIGHT,  NELSON. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  Whether  he  will  direct  that  a  light  be 
placed  on  the  Bell  buoy,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Kelson  Harbour?  Last  session  he  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  a  number  of  people  in- 
terested m  the  Nelson  Harbour,  asking  that  a 
light  should  be  put  on  this  buoy,  or  that  lead- 
ing-lights should  be  established.  He  had  since 
received  a  reply  from  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
saying  that  the  red  arc  at  the  lighthouse  should 
be  extended  so  as  to  guide  vessels ;  but  he  had 
since  learned  that  that  was  impracticable,  and 
he  had  further  learned  from  the  masters  of 
steamers  that  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
red  arc  would  be  of  no  use.  The  entrance  to 
the  harbour  was  very  narrow,  and  the  great 
danger  was  lest  vessels  should  run  on  Bell  Bock 
in  the  night-time.  The  Harbourmaster  now, 
when  fetching  a  vessel  into  port  at  nig^t,  sent 
a  boat's  crew  on  ahead  to  put  a  light  on  the 
buoy.  The  lamp  and  the  men  were  there,  so 
that  the  only  additional  expense  would  be  a 
few  gallons  of  oil  per  annum.  The  Government 
might  possibly  object  that  it  might  not  be  pos- 
sible to  light  the  lamp  in  all  weathers :  but,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  French  Pass,  it  might  be 
lit  whenever  practicable.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  be  able  to  tell  him  that  he  would 
adopt  that  course. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  harbour  authorities 
had  expressed  opinions  opposed  to  a  light  being 
put  on  the  Bell  buoy ;  but,  as  the  expense  of 
putting  it  there  would  not  be  great,  he  thought 
the  experiment  might  be  tried.  As  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said,  the  objection  was 
that  it  might  not  be  possible  to  show  the  light 
on  the  buoy  in  all  weathers,  and  it  was  un- 
desirable, as  a  rule,  to  put  a  light  where  it  could 
not  always  be  shown ;  but,  as  the  expense  would 
not  be  great,  it  might  be  tried  upon  the  con- 
ditions which  applied  to  the  light  in  the  French 
Pass.  The  question  of  continuing  the  light 
would  then  be  made  dependent  on  whether 
the  experiment  was  a  success  or  not. 

LEITH  VALLEY  SCHOOLHOUSE  MAILS. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Postmastez- 
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General,  Whether  he  will  direot  a  delivery  of 
letters  at  Leith  Valley  Schoolhouse,  as  such 
can  be  done  without  extra  expense?  There 
was  a  large  and  important  distnct  the  nearest 
point  of  which  to  the  letter-carrier's  round  was 
the  schoolhouse,  and,  if  the  postman  was 
directed  to  leave  the  letters  at  the  school,  the 
children  when  returning  home  could  tiJce  them 
up  the  valley  the  same  afternoon.  This  con- 
cession would  not  involve  any  extra  expense, 
but  would,  in  fact,  result  in  increasing  the  re- 
venue of  the  colony,  and  certainly  it  would  be  a 
very  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district.  He  felt  certain  that  if  the  Minister 
made  inquiries  he  would  find  that  that  would 
be  the  case,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleznan  would  be  able  to  grant  this  great 
convenience  to  that  important  part  of  the 
Dunedin  West  District. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  inquiry  had  been 
made  in  the  matter,  and  it  had  been  reported 
to  him  that  the  postman  would  have  to  go 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  his  route  to 
deliver  letters  at  the  schoolhouse,  and  so 
seriously  delay  the  delivery  in  other  parts  of  the 
district.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  told 
him,  however,  that  there  must  be  some  error  in 
this  information ;  and  therefore  further  inquiries 
would  be  made,  and  if  what  was  asked  for  could 
be  done  without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  rest 
of  the  district,  and  without  much  extra  expense, 
it  should  be  done. 

RAILWAY  FREIGHTS. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  T.  T. 
Ritchie  and  the  Greneral  Manager  of  Railways, 
showing  the  serious  loss  of  revenue  arii^iiig  from 
the  rates  of  freight  for  carrying  sheep,  wool,  and 
produce?  He  had  been  communicated  with 
by  a  gentleman  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
question  of  railway  freights,  especially  in  the 
carrying  of  sheep,  wool,  and  other  produce 
along  this  line,  and  that  gentleman  had  directed 
his  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers, which,  referring  to  the  Clutha  Leader 
as  its  authority,  said, —  / 

'*The  ChUha  Leader  understands  that  the 
negotiations  that  have  for  some  time  been  car- 
ried on  between  a  number  of  station-holders 
and  the  railway  authorities  with  reference  to 
the  wool  tariff  have  closed  without  any  satis- 
factory arrangement  having  been  arrived  at. 
The  railway  authorities  offered  to  cany  the 
wool  at  a  reduction  on  the  ordinary  rates,  but 
even  these  were  considerably  higher  than  the 
tenders  received  to  convey  the  wool  from  the 
stations  to  Dunedin  by  horse-wagons.  They 
have  therefore  resolved  to  adopt  the  latter. 
Amonffst  those  who  have  done  so  are  Mr.  Smith, 
Greenfield ;  Messrs.  Beggand  Mr.  R.  Paterson, 
Hillend.  There  may  be  others ;  but  the  loss  to 
the  railway  in  freight  for  wool  from  these  three 
stations  alone,  together  with  the  return  freight^ 
will  amount  to  about  £500.  All  will  agree  in 
regretting  that  the  country  should  incur  this 
loss.  No  one  can  blame  the  station-owners  for 
acoepUng  the  best  ofier,  and  fox  getting  their 
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produce  sent  to  port  at  the  lowest  rates. 
Neither  can  Mr.  Gtant  he  blamed,  for  he  has 
made  the  largest  concession  within  his  power 
to  make,  and  otherwise  has  done  everything  he 
could  to  secure  the  trade." 

He  understood  that  the  charge  had  hitherto 
been  so  high  as  to  induce  station-holders  to  get 
their  wool,  she^p,  and  other  produce  taken  to 
town  by  road.  He  hod  understood  from  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  on  the  previous  day 
that  a  new  arrangement  had  been  made  re- 
cently ;  and  possibly  that  might  have  got  over 
the  difficulty ;  but  he  was  informed  that  hither- 
to the  colony  had  suffered  great  loss  from  the 
high  railway  charges,  resulting  in  private  en- 
terprise competing,  and  taking  away  from  the 
railway  a  great  deal  of  the  revenue  it  would 
otherwise  get. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  his  attention 
was  only  drawn  to  the  correspondence  yesterday, 
when  a  copy  of  the  same  was  handed  to  him 
by  the  honourable  member  himself.  Notice  of 
tne  question  having  only  been  given  yesterday, 
there  had  not  been  much  time  to  look  into  it. 
The  correspondence  was  of  a  very  old  date, 
having  taken  place  last  year,  but  the  subject 
was  no  doubt  one  of  very  great  importance,  and 
worthy  of  every  consideration  being  given  to  it 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  The  wool 
rates  had  in  some  districts  been  slightly  re- 
duced, so  as  to  secure  clips  that  had  hitherto 
been  carried  by  wagons,  and  the  reduction 
had  given  satisfaction  to  the  majority  of  those 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  old  rates.  With 
reference  to  the  reduction  in  rate  for  the  car- 
riage of  sheep,  the  Government  could  not  at 
present  see  its  way  to  making  any  further 
reductions. 

OLD  SOLDIEBS'  LAND-CLAIMS. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  insert  a  clause  in  the 
Land  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  providing  that  all 
old  soldiers  or  sailors  who  left  Her  Majesty's 
service  for  the  purpose  of  settling  in  this  colony, 
or  who  arrived  in  the  colony  with  that  inten- 
tion subsequent  to  the  repeal  of  such  Acts  and 
warrants,  and  prior  to  the  Slst  December,  1872, 
and  all  men  who  have  from  time  to  time  become 
entitled  to  land-grants  for  service  in  the  colo- 
nial forces  under  any  of  the  Acts  and  war- 
rants relating  to  naval  and  military  settlers, 
who,  from  ignorance  or  other  causes,  failed  to 
avail  themselves  of  their  privileges,  should  be 
allowed  to  take  up  land,  similar  in  area  to  that 
they  were  entitled  to  under  the  regulations  for 
the  occupation  of  land,  under  the  provisions  of 
•»The  Land  Act,  1886,"  relating  to  the  occu- 
pation of  land  ?  He  meant  that  these  people 
should  be  liable  to  all  the  restrictions  on  those 
now  taking  up  land  under  the  land-laws. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  feared  the  com- 
plication in  these  cases  was  so  gre{\t  that  a 
single  clause  in  the  Land  Act  would  not  do  it, 
and  that,  in  fact,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
effect  it  in  the  Land  Act ;  but  he  hoped  this 
session  to  bring  down  a  separate  measure  to 

Erovide  for  these  cases.    As  the  House  knew, 
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the  last  Commission  on  this  subject ;  for  he 
believed  a  good  many  persons  were  excluded 
who  had  a  right  to  have  their  claims  leoog- 
nised.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  bring  down  a 
Bill,  and  certainly  there  must  be  some  further 
legislation  before  this  difficult  question  could 
be  finally  disposed  of. 

FIREWOOD  FOR  LOCOMOTIVES. 

Mr.  LIARCHANT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If,  after  full  consideration,  he 
can  see  his  way  to  order  the  use  of  firewood  in 
locomotives  on  one  or  more  of  the  Government 
railways  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that,  since  replying 
to  the  question  asked  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber upon  the  same  subject  a  fortnight  ago,  he 
had  made  inquiries,  and  had  found  that  there 
were  no  locomotives  used  on  the  Government 
railways  in  the  North  Island  that  were  sait- 
able  for  the  burning  of  wood.  There  were, 
however,  some  in  the  Middle  Island  ;  but  they 
were  of  a  class  not  adapted  for  service  on  the 
northern  lines.  There  was  also  the  question  of 
economy  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  be 
was  informed  that  it  was  nmch  more  economical 
to  bum  coaJ  than  wood.  It  should  also  be  home 
in  mind  that  no  coal  was  used  upon  the  railways 
other  than  that  produced  from  New  Zealand 
mines.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Go- 
vernment regretted  it  could  not  at  present  un- 
dertake the  cost  of  converting  the  locomotives 
now  in  use  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  burning 
of  wood.  The  question  would,  however,  receive 
further  consideration. 

LAND  BOARDS  AND  SCHOOL  CO^IMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  incorporate  in  his  Land 
Act  Amendment  Bill  a  clause  providing  for  the 
abolishment  of  Land  Boards  and  School  Com- 
missioners ?  He  was  induced  to  put  this  ques- 
tion by  the  difficulties  he  found  to  exist  in 
respect  to  these  bodies  dealing  or  treating  with 
settlers  in  the  way  of  affording  them  any  relief. 
It  seemed  that  they  were  so  hampered  by  law 
that  they  were  unable  to  give  persons  who  had 
taken  land  that  relief  which  the  Government 
might  give  them.  He  should  be  glad  to  receive 
an  assurance  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
he  would  be  prepared  either  to  abolish  these 
bodies,  or  to  extend  their  powers  so  that  they 
might  be  able  to  give  settlers  that  relief  which 
was  so  necessary  at  the  present  time.  The  Go- 
vernment, ho  was  glad  to  hear,  was  inclined  to 
afford  relief  or  assistance  to  settlers  who  needed 
it,  and  whom  they  had  power  to  assist ;  and  he 
was  positive  that  it  was  even  more  necessary 
that  the  School  Commissioners  and  Land  Boards 
should  be  put  in  a  position  to  afford  relief  to 
the  extent  the  Government  proposed  to  give  to 
the  Crown  tenant. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  it  would  be 
proposed  in  the  Land  Bill  to  abolish  Land 
Boards ;  but  the  position  of  the  School  Com- 
missioners was  not  in  any  way  affected  by  the 
provisions  of  that  measure. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  the  question  of  the 
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School  Conmiissioiiers  -was  the  most  important 
part  of  the  whole  case.  These  Commissioners 
had  a  very  large  area  of  land  under  their  con- 
trol, and  he  was  assured  that  their  tenants 
were  in  a  worse  position  than  any  other  set- 
tlers. He  believed  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  something  should  be  done  for  the  relief  of 
tenants  under  the  School  Commissioners. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment recognised  the  importance  of  the  matter 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  member,  and  the 
snbject  was  under  the  consideration  ojf  the  Go- 
vernment. But  anything  which  could  be  done 
in  that  direction  could  be  done  without  abolish- 
ing the  School  Commissioners.  Their  powers 
were  to  some  extent  regulated  by  an  Act  passed 
last  session,  entitled  the  Public  Bodies*  Lease- 
holds Act,  and  the  question  of  amending  that 
Act  was  being  considered. 

SOUTHLAND  WOOL  FREIGHT. 
Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Words,  If  he  will  favourably  consider  a  similar 
concession  pro  ratd  for  conveyance  of  wool  to 
the  port  of  Southland  to  that  provided  in  the 
Gaxette  of  the  10th  instant  from  Wairuna  and 
intermediate  stations  to  Dunedin  and  Port 
Chalmers  ?  He  observed  by  the  Gazette  issued 
on  the  10th  instant  that  concessions  were  to  be 
granted  in  the  case  of  wool  and  grain  carriage 
from  various  places  to  Dunedin  and  Port  Chal- 
mers. The  concessions  were  as  follow :  From 
Heriot,  Waipahi,  and  intermediate  stations,  9d. 
per  bale ;  Lawrence  and  Waitahuna,  6d.  per 
bale ;  Wairuna,  Stirling,  6d.  per  bale.  He 
congratulated  the  people  of  Dunedin  on  having 
got  those  concessions,  for  he  had  no  doubt  that 
it  was  vej-y  proper  thoy  should  be  granted ;  but 
he  had  taken  the  distances  from  these  places  to 
Dunedin,  and  also  to  the  BluS,  and  he  found 
they  were  as  follow : — 


Waipahi  to  Dunedin    . . 

. .    83  miles. 

^          Invercargill 

..     56     , 

Blufi 

..     73     , 

Lawrence  to  Invercargill 

..  109     , 

Bluff 

..  126     „ 

„            Dunedin  . . 

..     60     . 

Heriot  to  Dunedin 

..     99     „ 

^        Invercargill  .. 

..     72     . 

Bluff 

..     89     ^ 

Kingston  to  Invercargill 

..  104     . 

Bluff 

..  121     . 

Kow,  he  was  quite  unable  to  understand  why, 
if  it  was  necessary  that  a  concession  of  that 
kind  should  be  made  for  the  carriage  of  wool 
and  grain  to  Dunedin,  a  similar  concession 
ehonld  not  be  allowed  to  those  who  were  de- 
sirous of  sending  their  wool  to  the  Bluff  as  the 
port  of  shipment.  He  might  say  that  a  number 
of  the  people  living  in  the  distncts  affected  by 
this  concession  bad  hitherto  sent  their  wool  to 
the  Bluff ;  and  he  hoped  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  use  the  railway  tariff  for  the  purpose 
of  diverting  traffic  from  the  port  of  the  Bluff  to 
the  port  of  Dunedin.  While  he  was  referring 
to  l^e  subject  he  might  mention  that  a  large 
quantity  of  wool  was  sent  down  the  Kingston 
lane  from  very  considerable  distances,  some  of 


the  wool  coming  as  far  as  120  miles.  He 
would  like  to  see  similar  concessions  made 
upon  that  line.  He  presumed  he  would  leanx 
that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  make  these 
concessions  in  order  to  prevent  the  cartage  of 
wool  from  going  on  side  by  side  with  the  rail- 
way. He  did  not  know  whether  this  was  so 
or  not ;  but,  if  it  was  so,  he  could  only  say  that 
that  circumstance  pointed  to  this :  that  the 
whole  of  the  rates  for  wool  and  grain  on  the 
railways  were  too  high,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
whole  question  would  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Government.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped 
that,  in  the  meantime,  in  the  interests  of  the' 
people  of  Southland,  a  similar  concession 
would  be  granted  to  the  places  he  had  named 
in  reference  to  the  wool  railed  to  the  Bluff. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON,  in  reply  to  the  question, 
might  say  that  the  rates  quoted  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  were  adopted  after  full  con- 
sideration. The  parties  referred  to  were  be- 
ginning to  cart  their  wool  by  road,  and  the 
Government  thought  it  advisable,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  to  secure  the  carriage  of 
that  wool ;  so  that,  when  application  was  made 
for  the  reduction,  the  Government,  after  care- 
fully considering  the  matter,  agreed  to  make 
a  concession,  in  order  to  secure  the  carriage  of 
several  large  clips  which  they  otherwise  would 
have  lost.  As  the  application  had  been  made 
for  a  reduction  of  rates  to  Dunedin  and  Port 
Chalmers  only,  that  was  the  reason  why  those 
two  places  were  specifically  named.  The  ques- 
tion of  making  a  similar  reduction  to  Inver- 
cargill or  the  Bluff  had  not  been  raised,  for  the 
reason,  he  supposed,  that  it  was  more  con- 
venient to  ship  from  Dunedin  or  Port  Chalmers. 
In  reference  to  the  Kingston  line,  the  Govern- 
ment wore  advised  that  the  rates  were  as  low 
as  possible  there,  and  the  question  of  compe- 
tition had  not  arisen  on  that  line.  However, 
the  Government  were  at  all  times  prepared  to 
make  arrangements  to  prevent  the  loss  of 
traffic  when  such  was  brought  under  notice; 
and  they  had  made  the  reduction  in  the  case 
referred  to  in  the  question  because,  had  they 
not  done  so,  a  large  amount  of  revenue  would 
have  been  lost  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  last  year 
a  considerable  quantity  of  wool  was  cajrted 
along  roads  which  ran  parallel  with  the  rail- 
way to  Invercargill,  and  no  special  concession 
was  made  during  that  time  to  get  that  wool 
convc^'ed  by  rail.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety 
that  it  was  done.  He  had  received  a  letter 
stating  that  arrangements  were  now  being 
made  to  convey  wool  from  Switzers  to  Inver- 
cargill by  road  instead  of  by  rail.  This  all 
pointed  to  the  conclusion  that  the  rates 
charged  for  the  carriage  of  wool  by  rail  were 
too  high ;  for,  if  the  wagon  could  successfully 
compete  with  the  railways  in  some  parts  of  the 
colony,  there  was  very  good  reason  for  suppos- 
ing that  they  could  do  it  anywhere  where  the 
roads  were  good.  It  was  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance  to  the  country,  and  the  facts 
seemed  to  show  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  a 
loweriilg  of  the  rates  at  once,  instead  of  th6 
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'Goyenunent  maintaining  the  rates  until  tarmezs 
put  their  wagons  on  the  roads. 

Mr.  PYKE  said  that,  by  a  most  extraor- 
dinary coincidence,  not  five  minutes  ago  a  tele- 
J;ram  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  from  a 
arge  firm  in  another  part  of  the  country  in 
reference  to  this  subject — ^from  Lawrence,  in 
fact.  With  the  permission  of  the  House  he 
would  read  the  telegram.    It  was  as  follows : — 

**  All  up-country  wagons  propose  driving 
their  wool  direct  to  Dunedin  if  they  can  get 
back-loading,  which  they  offer  to  take  under 
railway  rates.  The  railway  wool -rates  are 
higher  than  the  wagons  charged  fourteen  years 
ago.  Get  further  concession  of  6d.  per  bale 
to  stop  this  absurd  competition." 

If  the  Government  did  not  reduce  the  rail- 
way rates  they  might  as  well  let  the  railways 
for  rabbit-runs.  The  railways  were  useless  (o 
up-country  settlers.  Not  ozily  were  wool  jaofii 
grain  being  carried  by  road  in  preference  totafi, 
but  also  merchandise  was  now  being  cail^ed 
in  quantities  from  Dunedin  to  towns  beyond 
Glutha  and  to  all  parts  of  Otago  by  wagon  along- 
side the  railways,  and  the  railway-trucks  were 
running  empty.  Private  carriers  could  do  this 
cheaper  than  the  railway,  or,  at  any  rate,  were 
doing  it.  He  hoped  that  the  Minister,  from 
whom  he  hoped  great  things,  would  look  into 
this  matter  now  he  was  free  from  the  influence 
of  the  obstructive  official  at  the  head  of  the 
department,  and  endeavour  to  place  the  de- 
pigment upon  a  proper  and  businesslike  foot- 


er. T.  MACKENZIE  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  trusted  there  would  be  a  reduction  in 
the  rates  generally.  He  had  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Sons,  Greenfield,  in  which 
they  said  that  they  had  accepted  tenders  from 
wagoners  to  convey  wool  to  Dunedin,  also  that 
other  landowners  in  that  vicinity  had  done  the 
same  thing,  the  reductions  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  not  being  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  prefer  the  railway. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  could  corroborate  the 
statements  made  by  the  honourable  members 
for  Awarua  and  Glutha.  He  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  wool  being  carried  by 
road  in  preference  to  railway.  That  the  car- 
riers could  do  it  had  been  demonstrated  before 
his  eyes.  He  referred  particularly  to  the  large 
quantity  of  wool  sent  in  from  Switzers  to  Inver- 
cargill  last  year  at  a  rate  considerably  below 
that  charged  on  the  railways.  There  was  no 
reason  whatever,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  why  the 
railway  should  not  carry  the  whole  of  the  wool. 
It  seemed  to  him  absurd  that  the  carriers 
should  be  able  to  compete  with  the  railway. 
Then,  as  to  the  carriage  of  sheep,  he  had  seen 
large  numbers  of  trucks,  empty,  being  drawn 
along  the  railway-line,  whilst  sheep  were  being 
driven  along  the  roadside.  There  must  be  some- 
thing wrong,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  over 
the  department  would  give  this  matter  very 
serious  consideration,  and  frame  a  tariff  which 
would  at  once  meet  the  just  demands  that 
were  being  made  upon  the  department. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  this  matter  of  the 
driving  of  sheep  in  preference  to  railage  of  jthem 
Mr.  Ward 


had  been  brought  under  his  attention  aonio 
twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago.  It  was  pointed 
out  to  him  that  empty  trucks  were  being  drawn 
along  the  line  and  passing  sheep  that  were  being 
driven,  simply  because  the  charge  was  so  ex* 
orbitant  that  the  people  could  not  afford  to 
send  them  by  rail.  One  case  that  he  had 
been  specially  referred  to  was  that  of  a  run  in 
Canterbury  from  which  sheep  oould  be  taken 
to  Timaru  at  considerably  less  cost  than  by  rail, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  country,  because  tmcka 
were  running  empty,  whereas  if  a  fair  price 
had  been  charged  the  trucks  would  have  been 
kept  well  occupied.  As  indicating  the  puUio 
feeling  in  reference  to  this  matter,  he  might 
again  direct  attention  to  the  quotation  he  had 
made  when  asking  a  question  that  af  temooD. 
He  thoqght  that  tiie  blame  rested  to  a  large  ex- 
tent on  cast-iron  rules  made  by  the  department» 
which  were  looked  upon  as  the  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  unalterable ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Worics 
would  direct  his  attention  to  the  practical  work- 
ing of  the  regulations  he  would  realise  that, 
until  some  alteration  was  made  amending  the 
rules  and  adapting  them  to  the  exigencies  of  dis- 
tricts, the  loss  of  revenue  to  the  colony  would  be 
very  large.  He  had  been  brought  into  contaet 
in  different  ways  with  the  difficulties  caused  by 
the  present  regulations,  and  the  correspondence 
he  had  seen  had  shovm  to  him  that  the  head  of 
the  department  was  not  very  conciliatory.  On 
the  contrary,  he  looked  upon  every  one  who 
attempted  to  point  out  alterations  as  unduly 
interfering  with  the  work  of  the  department 
Until  the  department  was  brought  into  gauge 
with  public  opinion,  and  was  administered  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  very  serious 
loss  would  year  by  year  take  place.  The  run- 
holders  and  others  would  much  prefer  to  sesod 
their  produce  by  railway  if  the  rates  were  only 
reasonably  fair,  because  it  would  pay  them  to 
give  the  railway  a  little  more  than  they  would 
have  to  give  to  the  carriers,  and  so  obviate  the 
necessity  of  entering  into  arrangements  which 
might  involve  them  in  some  complications.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  of  Railways  or  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  would  look  into  the  whole 
matter  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  said  that  Southland  and 
Otago  were  not  singular  in  respect  of  com- 
plaints about  the  charges  for  railing  stock. 
The  rich  district  lying  around  Hawera  and  the 
Waimate  Plains  produced  large  nmnbers  of 
sheep  and  cattle  lor  export ;  yet  the  farmers 
were  obliged  to  drive  their  cattle  and  sheep 
along  a  road  parallel  to  the  railvray-Hne,  cross- 
ing it  in  many  places  from  Hawera  to  Waitan^ 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  the  rates 
charged  by  tiie  Railway  Department  for  tracking 
the  animals.  Repeated  attempts  had  been  made 
by  the  farmers  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the 
rate,  and  always  the  answer  came  back  from  the 
department,  "  We  cannot  do  it ;  anything  lower 
than  what  we  are  charging  now  will  not  pay 
the  department."  That  might  be  so,  bat  the 
department  would  never  convince  the  ordinaiy 
oonunon-sense  farmer  that  it  would  pay  the 
department  better  to  leave  xoUing-stook  xottiag 
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ftk  the  BidingB  than  to  ran  it  np  and  down  the 
line  and  earn  reyenne.  It  was  precisely  the 
same  thing  with  regard  to  white-pine  timber. 
Enormous  q^uantities  o{  white-pine  timber  grew 
in  his  district.  The  settlers  there  were  com- 
pelled to  fell  that  timber,  in  compliance  with 
their  settlement  conditions.  If  the  rates  were 
xeasonable,   they   would   export   it   in   large 

Snantities.  But  the  department  would  not  re- 
nce  the  rate  on  the  timber.  The  answer 
always  was,  "Anything  lower  than  we  are 
ehaiging  now  would  result  in  loss."  They 
oonld  not  persuade  him  that  it  was  better  for 
the  department  to  allow  the  rolling-stock  to  rot 
than  to  have  it  running  along  the  lines.  He 
echoed  the  wish  expressed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West,  that  the  Ministry 
would  look  closely  into  this  question,  and  not 
be  led  by  the  permanent  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  thought  the  officers  of  the 
department  were  very  able,  very  careful,  and 
▼ery  intelligent ;  but  they  lost  sight  of  one  im- 
portant fact :  that  the  colony  had  been,  snd 
was  now,  constructing  railways  not  so  much  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  profit  out  of  them  as 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  settling  the 
lands  of  the  colony.  They  must  never  lose 
flight  of  this :  that  they  must  carry  some  goods 
at  a  positive  loss  occasionally,  in  order  to  aid 
settlement  and  encourage  industries.  He 
hoped  the  department  would  not  shirk  carry- 
ing goods  at  a  loss  in  those  cases  where  by 
doing  so  they  would  promote  the  settlement  of 
'Uie  land,  the  establishment  of  new  industries, 
and  the  encouragement  of  trade  of  a  different 
and  more  remunerative  character. 

Mr.  COWAN  said  this  discussion  no  doubt 
waa  consequent  upon  the  fact  that  Parliament 
expected  the  Government  to  obtain  a  certain 
percentage  on  the  cost  of  the  railways.  He 
believed  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
difficulty.  It  showed,  to  his  mind,  that  the 
only  way  out  of  the  trouble  would  be  the  pro- 
posal which  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  place  before  the  House  shortly :  that  the 
railways  should  be  put  under  the  management 
of  a  Board  outside  of  political  influence.  That 
would  be  the  cure  of  the  dissatisfaction  which 
was  abroad  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the 
other.  In  some  cases  the  rates  which  were 
being  imposed  by  the  department  were  greater 
than  the  country  settlers  could  afford  to  pay. 
He  thought  that  the  sooner  non-political  Boards 
for  the  management  of  the  railways  were  esta- 
blished the  sooner  they  might  expect  a  satisfac- 
tory solution  of  the  difficulty  und^r  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  did  not  know  what 
powers  the  Government  proposed  to  give  the 
Railway  Board,  supposing  the  proposal  were 
carried  out  to  hand  the  railways  over  to  a 
Board  of  Management.  If  the  Board  were 
given  the  power  to  charge  different  rates  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  for  the  same  service, 
then  the  complaints  they  now  heard  would  be 
heard  again  with  an  intensified  force.  He  was 
not  going  into  a  general  discussion  on  this 
question,  but  he  would  just  say  this :  Attempts 


bad  been  made  on  two  or  three  notable  occa- 
sions to  lower  the  freight  on  produce,  in  order 
to  enable  the  railways  to  regain  the  traffic 
which  had  been  lost  owing  to  the  competition 
on  t^  roads.  No  sooner  were  reductions  made 
in;th4  particular  localities  he  had  referred  to 
thWi  there  was  a  cry  raised  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  other  for  similar  reductions 
to  be  made  all  over  the  country.  Several  Go- 
vemmente  had  been  placed  in  the  position 
that  they  had  had  practically  to  give  way,  and 
the  effect  was  that  the  colony  lost  fully  £20,000 
per  annum.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  referred  to  a  particular  case  of 
the  carriage  of  sheep  in  a  part  of  Canterbury. 
He  (Mr.  E.  Richardson)  Imew  that  case,  be- 
cause the  correspondence  came  before  him. 
llie  case  was  most  carefully  inquired  into,  not 
only  in  the  department,  but  by  himself  i>er- 
sonallv  on  the  spot.  In  all  the  proposals  which 
came  before  him,  and  in  all  the  recommenda- 
tions made  in  the  correspondence,  one  great 
point  was  omitted  in  dealing  with  the  question 
of  the  cost  of  the  carriage  of  these  sheep — 
namely,  no  allowance  was  made  for  the  takmg 
of  the  empty  trucks  up  a  line  with  heavy 
inclines  to  bring  the  sheep  down,  or  for  collect- 
ing the  trucks  from  considerable  distances  north 
and  south,  and  also  returning  them  to  the  seve- 
ral districts  from  which  they  were  brought  after 
carrying  the  sheep  in  question.  That  was  the 
answer  to  the  particular  point  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  any  one  listening 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  would  think  that  the  rates  throughout 
the  colony  were  now  uniform. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  simply  said  that, 
whenever  any  difference  in  the  rates  was 
made,  immediately  pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  to  have  the  rates  equalised. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  on  many  of  the 
lines  in  the  North  Island  the  rates  were  25  per 
cent,  higher  than  the  general  rates  imposed 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  colony.  He  did  not 
see  why  the  department  should  refuse  to  make 
different  rates  where  particular  cases  demanded 
it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  as  the  House  was  con- 
sidering this  question,  he  might  as  well  ven- 
tilate his  grievance  in  connection  with  the 
railways.  It  was  a  little  amusing  to  hear  the 
late  Minister  for  Public  Works  talk  as  he  had 
done.  Three  and  a  half  years  ago  he  got  into 
the  House  largely  on  account  of  abusing  the 
railway  management.  When  he  came  into 
office  he  confessed  that  he  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  railway  difficulty,  and  he  proposed  to 
establish  a  Railway  Board.  Three  years  had 
come  and  gone,  and  the  Railway  Board  was  not 
yet  in  existence.  What  had  happened  ?  Very 
grievous  injury  and  wrong  had  oeen  done  to 
many  parts  of  the  colony,  and  particularly 
to  the  district  he  (Dr.  Newman)  represented. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  came  into 
office  the  first  thing  he  did  was— if  the  expres- 
sion was  parliamentary— for  political  purposes^ 
to  lower  the  grain  rates  in  Canterbury. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.*— No. 
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.  Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  grain  rates  wore 
lowered  in  Canterbury,  and  only— mark  the 
geographical  limit — as  far  south  as  the  Biver 
Waitaki;  and  because  there  were  twenty-four 
members  who  came  from  Otago  the  grain  rates 
were  lowered  south  of  the  Biver  Waita&i.  The 
Government  flatly  refused  to  lower  the  r^s'  in 
the  North  Island :  the  grain  rates  were  25  per 
cent,  higher  here  than  in  the  Canterbury  Pro- 
yincial  District.  If  Wellington  had  had  twenty 
representatives  instead  of  twelve  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would,  no  doubt,  have  lowered 
the  grain  rates  here  three  years  ago.  When  a 
deputation  went  to  the  Llinister  and  told  him 
that  the  Provincial  District  of  Wellington  was 
labouring  under  this  railway  grievance  the 
Minister  flatly  refused  to  lower  the  rates.  The 
farmers  of  the  Wellington  Provincial  District 
were  labouring  under  this  grievance  simply  be- 
cause the  district  had  not  the  population,  and 
representation  in  the  House,  which  certain 
other  provincial  districts  had.  He  was  glad 
that  the  late  Ministry  had  been  swept  away,  and 
he  hoped  that  before  the  House  dispersed  they 
would  have  non-political  Boards,  which  would 
not,  because  a  district  happened  to  be  largely 
represented  in  the  House,  lower  the  rates  in 
that  district  unfairly.  The  town  and  district 
of  Wellington  had  suffered  grievously  in  con- 
nection with  the  traffic  rates. 

Mr.  WILSON  thought  the  House  would  have 
done  wisely  if  it  had  accepted  his  recommenda- 
tion and  appointed  a  Bailway  Committee.  Such 
a  question  as  this  might  have  been  referred  to 
it.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Awarua  that  he  might  have  this  matter 
carefully  inquired  into  by  Uie  appointment  of  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  WABD  would  be  very  glad  to  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  suggestion. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  said  that  he  would,  in 
reply  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Awarua,  state  that  he  did  consider  the 
question  of  making  the  reduction  made  in  the 
wool-rates  applicable  to  the  whole  colony ;  but, 
after  carefully  going  into  the  question,  he 
found  that  by  so  doing  the  revenue  would  lose 
the  sum  of  £10,000  per  annum ;  and,  on  the 
ether  hand,  if  the  whole  of  the  wool  that  had 
in  previous  years  been  carried  by  wagons 
were  now  to  be  carried  by  rail,  a  gain  of  only 
£2,500  would  result,  clearly  showing  that  if  the 
reduction  had  been  made  generaJ  a  loss  of 
£7,500  would  have  been  the  result.  Differential 
rating,  no  matter  how  objectionable  it  may  be, 
must  of  necessity  exist  in  a  country  like  New 
Zealand,  where  there  were  so  many  difliculties 
to  contend  against,  unless  the  taxpayei's  were 
prepared  to  make  up  the  loss  of  revenue  in 
some  other  way. 

Mr.  WABD  said  railway  freights  generally 
in  this  colony  were  higher  than  they  were  in 
other  countries. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  also  take  into  consideration  the 
question  of  freights  on  grain  and  agricultural 
produce.  There  was  exported  last  year  77,380 
sacks  of  potatoes — of  this  not  ono-sixth  was 
carried  by  rail — besides  what  was  consumed 


in  the  town  and  district,  and  abont  ona-ttiiid 
more,  or  about  28,000  tons,  was  destroyed  or 
sold,  to  feed  pigs  or  cattle,  and  but  a  yery  small 
portion  of  that  was  carried  on  the  raOways ; 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  single  sack  that  ahoold 
go  into  Oamaru  except  by  railway,  because  the 
stations  in  that  district  were  so  convenient. 
As  it  was,  the  roads  in  that  district  were  cut  np 
to  a  terrible  extent  by  the  drays  carrying  this 
produce,  and  the  streets  of  the  tovm  were  some- 
times absolutely  blocked  by  them.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  take  that  into  considesEa- 
tion,  and  he  would  find  out  that  a  large  amount 
of  revenue  could  be  made  by  lowering  the 
freight  on  that  produce  and  on  grain  on  the 
short  distances  :  a  thing  much  wanted  at  the 
present  time. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

BAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  bo  correct  that  railway  servants, 
while  required,  under  the  regulations,  to  give  a 
fortnight's  notice  before  leaving  voluntarily, 
have  been  dismissed  in  Auckland  at  one  week's 
notice ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  not  just  that 
the  same  notice  should  be  required  on  both 
sides  ?  The  Trades  Association  of  Auckland  had 
telegraphed  to  him  stating  that  the  railway 
servants  were  required  to  give  a  fortnight's 
notice  if  they  wished  to  leave,  while  a  number 
had  been  dismissed  at  a  week's  notice.  The 
regulation  under  which  this  was  done  wai 
No.  13.  He  simply  vnshed  to  call  attention, 
at  the  request  of  the  association,  to  what  ap- 
peared to  be  an  unfair  arrangement.  He 
thought  the  Minister  would  see  that,  if  the 
statement  was  correct,  there  must  have  been 
some  oversight,  which  could  be  very  easily  rec- 
tified by  providing  that  there  should  be  a  week's 
or  a  fortnight's  notice  on  either  side. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  the  question  having 
been  given  notice  of  only  on  the  previous  day, 
he  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to  communioafce 
with  Auckland  in  regard  to  it.  He  might  say, 
however,  as  far  as  the  employ^  in  the  Govern- 
ment workshops  were  concerned,  the  arrange- 
ment was  that  they  were  entitled  to  give  uui 
receive  a  week's  notice.  There  was  no  differ- 
ence whatever  on  either  side.  He  would,  how* 
ever,  make  inquiries  into  the  case. 

COBONEBS. 
Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  he  will,  when  considering  what  reductians 
of  expenditure  can  ba  made  m  his  department^ 
consider  the  desirability  of  abolishing  Coro- 
ners and  Coroners'  fees  throughout  the  colony? 
He  asked  this  question  because,  having  gone 
through  the  estimates  of  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment, he  found  that,  if  what  he  proposed  were 
carried  out,  a  very  large  saving  might  be  made. 
He  would  suggest  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  he  might  utilise  the  services  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  perform  these  duties, 
for  which  at  the  present  time  very  large  sums 
were  paid.  He  wished  also  to  call  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  the  Besident  Magistrates  pec- 
forming  the  duties  of  these  offices  without  feeb 
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These  oi&oen  got  high  Balaries  for  other  duties, 
wad  he  thought  economy  in  this  direction 
would  he  economy  in  the  right  direction.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  present  Minister  of  Jus- 
tioe  would  set  an- example  to  the  other  depart- 
ments, by  bringing  about  such  a  reduction  of 
his  departmental  expenditure  as  would  entitle 
him  not  only  to  the  thanks  of  the  colony,  but 
to  the  goodwill  of  his  colleagues. 
•  Mr.  FEBGUS  said  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Coroner.  At  the  present  time  the  police  were 
instructed,  under  the  regulations,  that  when 
a  death  calling  for  inquiry  occurred  within 
twenty  miles  of  where  a  Coroner  was  he  should 
be  given  notice  of  it,  but  that  in  other  cases  the 
nearest  Justice  of  the  Peace  should  hold  the 
inquiry.  He  might  say  that  the  Government 
had  under  consideration  and  might  introduce 
this  session  a  Bill  to  considerably  reduce  the 
fees  now  paid  to  Coroners. 

COUNTBY  POST-OFFICES. 

Mr.  BBUCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  make  such  inquiries  as  to  ascertain  if 
tlie  custom  of  opening  small  country  post- offices 
between  the  hours  of  7  and  8  p.m.  is  really  a 
public  requirement ;  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  its  being  ascertained  that  it  is  in  some  in- 
stances unnecessary  in  the  public  interest,  they 
will  in  those  oases  discontinue  the  practice  ? 
He  would  merely  remark  that  there  was  a  very 
general  feeling  in  some  country  districts  that 
this  was  not  a  custom  necessitated  by  public 
requirements ;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  work  done  did  not  cover  the  cost  of  keeping 
those  post-offices  open.  He  had  received  a 
communication  from  a  gentleman  who  had  very 
good  opportunities  of  observing  the  working  of 
the  system,  and  who  had  made  himself  well 
acquainted  with  it,  and  that  gentleman  took  the 
same  view  of  the  matter  as  he  did.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  make  inquiries,  and  if 
they  found  that  the  case  was  as  he  supposed  it 
was,  and  as  this  gentleman  believed,  that  they 
would  close  these  offices  during  the  hours  speci- 
fied, because  the  work  could  only  be  harassing 
to  the  officers,  And  did  not  meet  any  legiti- 
mate public  requirement. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
there  were  many  country  post-offices  which  it 
was  not  desirable  to  keep  open  during  evening 
hours.  It  was  inconvenient  to  the  officers,  and 
of  no  practical  advantage  to  the  public.  He 
had  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  would 
take  steps  in  the  direction  indicated. 

LOCAL  BILLS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
will,  this  or  next  session,  take  steps  to  amend 
the  Standing  Orders  in  the  direction  of  afford- 
ing further  facilities  to  members  in  charge 
of  local  Bills  to  get  such  considered  by  the 
House? 

Major  ATKINSON  had  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  had  this  matter 
under  consideration,  with  a  view  to  propose 
some  alteration  in  regard  to  these  local  Bills. 
He  thought  it  was  very  desirable  that  a  change 


should  be  made,  as  local  Bills  certainly  ought 
to  have  more  consideration  given  to  them  than 
they  had  at  present.  He  would  be  very  hapny 
to  consider  the  matter,  and  do  what  he  could  in 
the  direction  indicated. 

DELAYED  TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  he  will  issue  instructions  to  the  Tele- 
graph Department  that  in  future  "delayed** 
telegrams  may  be  sent  as  "  collect "  messages ; 
and,  if  not,  why  not  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  would  not  be  able  to  da 
anything  in  this  direction.  It  had  not  been 
found  practicable  in  any  country.  Delayed 
telegrams  were  delivered  through  the  Post  Offioe» 
and  the  difficulty  in  collecting  the  charges  would 
entail  a  loss  to  the  revenue,  whereas  there  was 
a  profit  to  it  at  the  present  time. 

MAIN  ROADS  IN  TOWN  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  the  Government  will,  this 
session,  introduce  a  Bill  to  enable  County 
Councils  and  Town  District  Boards  to  agree  as 
to  the  maintenance  of  main  roads  within  town 
districts  used  as  county  roads  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  move  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated during  the  present  session.  When  a  Bill 
was  before  the  House  there  would  be  provision 
in  it  for  carrying  out  what  tlie  honourable 
member  desired. 

KOHTMAKO,  MAORI  NEWSPAPER. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  asked  the  Native  Minis- 
ter.  Whether  the  Government  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  pleicing  upon  the  supplementary 
estimates  a  larger  sum  than  £100  per  annum  in 
support  of  the  Korimdko^  Maori  newspaper  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  might  state  that  the 
late  Native  Minister,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui,  agreed,  in  January  last,  to  place 
£100  on  the  estimates  as  a  subsidy  to  this 
Maori  newspaper  on  condition  that  Govern- 
ment advertisements  should  appear  in  it  free ; 
but  in  July  the  honourable  gentleman  thought 
it  necessary  to  reduce  that  amount  to  £50. 
The  matter  had  been  brought  under  his  (Mr. 
Mitohelson's)  consideration,  and  he  considered 
that,  if  a  subsidy  were  given  to  the  newspaper 
for  one  year,  it  ought  to  be  carried  on  thereafter 
without  assistance.  The  £60  subsidy  would 
therefore  cease  at  the  end  of  the  present  year. 
But,  if  on  further  inquiry  he  found  that  the 
paper  could  not  carry  on  without  assistance,  he 
would  consider  whether  the  Government  could 
continue  to  subsidise  it. 

AUCKLAND  UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  GOLDIE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  What  action  he  proposes  to  take  to  give 
effect  to  the  petition  of  the  unemployed  of 
Auckland,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Go- 
vernment for  their  favourable  consideration  by 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee?  He  would 
like  to  say  that  there  was  an  absolute  need  to 
do  something  now  in  Auckland  to  provide  wozk 
for  the  unemployed.    He  had  a  letter  from  the 
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Believixig  Officer  there,  showing  thftt  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  were  in  receipt  of  relief  in 
Ithe  month  of  October  was  1,0S6.  The  number 
of  applicants  for  the  billet  of  night-watchman 
to  the  municipal  buildings,  for  which  a  salary 
of  £2  a  week  was  paid,  was  118.  From  the  6th 
April  last  to  the  drd  November  free  railway- 
passes  had  been  given  to  780  persons  to  enable 
them  to  go  up  country  and  seek  for  work. 
Last  year  the  (Government  obtained  a  vote  of 
£20,000  from  the  House  to  assist  local  bodies  in 
finding  work  for  the  unem]^loyed.  At  that  time 
the  Auckland  Oity  Council  had  a  bank-over- 
draft of  £80,000,  and  yet  that  body  had  spent 
between  £2,000  and  £8,000  in  finding  work  for 
these  unfortunate  persons.  Now,  out  of  the 
money  voted  by  the  House  for  this  purpose, 
£611  was  granted  to  Auckland,  of  which  £128 
was  expended  in  levelling  the  gravel-pit  and 
£488  in  forest-tree-planting,  which  would,  of 
course,  recoup  the  Government  their  expendi- 
ture afterwards.  Then,  there  was  £492  debited 
to  Auckland  for  railway-hires,  which  was  money 
that  the  Government  were  not  out  of  pocket  for 
at  all.  Whilst  Auckland  received  this  small 
amount  of  the  vote,  he  found  that  £13,847  was 
given  to  Canterbury,  and,  out  of  that,  £12,868 
was  spent  in  improvements  to  Hagley  Park. 
Then,  £6,774  was  given  to  Dunedin ;  sb  that 
Dunedin  and  Canterbury  had  absolutely  mono- 
polized the  whole  of  the  £20,000  voted  by 
Parliament  for  this  purpose.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  thought  it  was  only  right  that 
Auckland  should  obtain  some  relief. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  might  say  that  the' 
petition  on  this  subject  had  only  been  received 
by  the  Public  Works  Department  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  and  he  might  also  add  that  the  Go- 
vernment wore  making  inquiries,  and  were  now 
communicating  with  the  Mayor  of  Auckland 
with  the  view  of  establishing  a  labour  bureau 
there,  so  as  to  ascertain  what  works  could  be 
undertaken  which  would  not  only  provide 
employment  for  those  now  needing  it,  but  also 
be  of  some  service  to  the  country.  As  to  the 
amount  of  money  expended  in  Canterbury  and 
Otago  as  against  that  in  the  Auckland  District, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  those  places  had 
not  the  advantages  which  Auckland  possessed. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  in  Auckland  there 
were  very  large  and  extensive  gumficlds,  which 
were  capable  of  maintaining  some  thousands  of 
workmen ;  and  for  that  reason  Auckland  had 
not  required  so  large  an  amount  of  money  in 
order  to  support  the  unemployed  as  had  been 
required  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He 
thought  that,  in  comparing  the  amounts  ex- 
pended in  the  various  districts,  that  matter 
should  have  been  taken  into  consideration. 
He  might  say  thftt  the  Government  had  no 
intention  of  treating  the  Auckland  District 
in  any  other  manner  than  other  districts 
were  treated,  and  that,  as  soon  as  the  labour 
bureau  was  appointed  and  recommended  some 
work  of  utility  to  be  undertaken,  the  Govern- 
ment would  endeavour  to  provide  work  for  those 
now  needing  it  in  the  Auckland  District. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  said,  with  reference  to  the  re- 
marks referring  to  the  gumfields  of  Auckland 
Mr.  OoldU 


he  would  like  to  Bay  that  every  one  who  Ufvd  m 
Auckland  knew  perfectly  well  th%t  there  wm 
very  little  gum  near  Auckland  City,  and  thai  if 
people  wanted  to  work  at  gum-digging  lliey 
must  go  many  miles  away  from  their  homes, 
and  that  in  winter  it  was  impossible  to  get  it. 
He  had  received  letters  which  showed  that 
men  had  gone  out  for  a  whole  day,  and  bid 
brought  back  dlb.  weight  of  gum,  worth  about 
a  shillixig.  It  viras  therefore  a  mistake  to  think 
that  the  gumfields  of  Auckla^  could  find  woik 
for  the  unemployed  artisans  and  tradesmen. 

GLOVE  FIGHTS. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
character  of  many  so-called  "glove  fights;" 
and  whether  they  will  take  steps  to  put  an  end 
to  them? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  the  attenti(m  of  tiie 
Government  had  been  directed  to  these  *'  glove 
fights ;  "  and  he  was  informed  that  the  police 
had  no  power  to  interfere.  An  ordinary  *'  glove 
fight "  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  "  bcocing- 
matoh  '*  vnth  soft  gloves ;  and  he  was  told  that 
the  people  who  attended  them,  though  they 
might  be  a  little  rough,  were  not  disorderly  in 
their  conduct— that  there  was  nothing  at  aU  to 
call  for  the  interference  of  the  police. 

KAIKORAI  DISTRICT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  ROSS  asked  the  Minister  of  Education, 
Whether  he  has  received  a  petition  from  the 
parents  of  children  attending  the  KaikMsi 
District  School ;  and,  if  so,  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  in  respect  to  the  matters  oom- 
plamed  of  in  such  petition  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  had  received  the  petition 
referred  to,  and  also  a  deputation  of  memben 
of  the  House  who  were  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion. The  answer  he  had  to  make  was  the 
answer  that  had  been  made  generally,  whieh 
was  that  the  position  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion relatively  to  the  Boards  of  Education  was 
well  defined  by  the  Education  Act,  and  that  it 
was  quite  clear  that  in  all  matters  of  this  sort 
the  Board  was  the  superior  authority.  He  bad 
sent  an  answer  to  this  effect  already. 

ADVERTISING  ON  RAILWAY-CARS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will,  with  a  view  of  raising 
revenue,  adopt  the  system  in  vogue  on  the 
English,  American,  and  other  colonies*  rail- 
ways of  permitting  the  passenger-cars  on  tiie 
New  Zealand  railways  being  used,  on  pay- 
ment of  fixed  fees,  for  advertising  purposes? 
In  these  hard  times  he  thought  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  might  adopt  a  system  of  rais- 
ing the  wind  by  allowing  the  rail  way -cars  to  be 
used  as  they  were  used  in  America  and  the  Old 
Country  for  advertising  purposes,  and  the  same 
way  as  the  tramway-cars  were  used.  He  be- 
lieved that  by  so  doing  a  large  revenue  migbt 
be  raised,  without  any  injury  whatever  beii^ 
done  to  the  carriages.  The  question  ^-as  only 
one  of  having  regulations  defining  how  the 
advertisements  were  to  be  placed.  In  America, 
and  on  most  of  the  lines  at  Home,  the  adver-  ' 
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\  mostly  placed  in  frames,  and  if 
fhai  wae  done  no  injury  to  the  carriages  could 
leenlt.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  pre- 
paced  to  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  was  afraid  that  the  sng- 
gestion  coald  not  be  adopted.  The  thing  had 
Seen  tried  several  years  ago,  when  tenders  were 
inTited  for  the  use  of  the  railway-carriages 
for  advertising  purposes,  and  then.it  was  found 
not  to  be  a  success,  and  that  the  carriages  were 
injured,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions 
that  had  been  taken.  The  matter  should,  how- 
ever, be  further  considered,  for  no  doubt  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  revenue  might  be  raised 
by  using  the  railway-carriages  for  advertising 
purposes. 

INTESTATE  ESTATES. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  will,  this  session,  introduce  a  Bill  to  remove 
the  legal  restriction  which  at  the  present  time 
exists,  and  which  prevents  the  Public  Trustee 
from  finally  dealing  with  intestate  estates  until 
after  twelve  montbs  from  the  time  of  death  ? 
This  was  a  somewhat  vexed  question.  It  ap- 
TNsared  that  in  an  intestate  estate  the  Public 
Trustee  had  been  advised  that  he  would  not  be 
acting  legally  if  he  administered  the  estate  until 
after  the  expiiy  of  twelve  months,  and  that,  if 
any  creditor  found  that  he  had  parted  with  the 
assets  of  the  estate  before  that  time,  he  would 
be  held  personally  responsible,  and  would  have 
to  make  good  the  deficiency.  He  believed 
that  this  was  in  consequence  of  an  old  English 
law  on  the  subject,  and  thought  that  this  state 
of  afiairs  ought  not  to  exist,  because  it  created 
great  dissatisfaction.  He  thought  the  Govem- 
ment  might  take  steps  so  as  to  expedite  the 
winding-up  of  intestate  estates,  ana  therefore 
put  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  some  five  years 
ago,  when  in  office  before,  he  had  a  Bill  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  this  difficulty.  The  diffi- 
culty, however,  was  a  serious  one,  and  he  was 
afraid  he  could  not  promise  any  legislation 
respecting  it  this  year.  No  doubt  there  was 
something  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  It  was 
necessary  to  give  a  sufficient  time  ;  but,  under 
the  circumstances,  twelve  months  seemed  a 
great  deal  too  long,  and  he  thought  the  law 
ought  to  be  relaxed  so  as  to  allow  the  Trustee 
to  pay  accounts.  He  hoped  next  session  to  be 
able  to  brin^  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  would  point  out  that  this  was 
not  the  case  with  the  Public  Trustee  only,  but 
that  the  law  applied  to  every  trustee  through- 
out the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  so,  but  or- 
dinary trustees  did  not  get  any  blame  for  it, 
while  the  Public  Trustee  did. 

PERPETUAL  LEASES. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,— 
(1.)  Whether  he  will,  in  the  Land  Bill,  intro- 
duce a  clause  giving  the  right  to  lessees  now 
holding  perpetual  leases  in  mining  districts  to 
eonvert  those  leaseholds  into  freeholds?  (2.) 
Whether  the  Minister  will,  in  the  said  Bill,  in- 
flert  a  clause  having  for  its  object  tiie  repeal  of. 


the  provision  in  the  present  Land  Act  which 
prevents  leases  in  mining  districts  being  con- 
verted into  freeholds?  As  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  dealing  with  these  questions,  he 
thought  it  was  well  to  put  these  queries  to  him. 
On  the  goldfields  those  who  had  perpetual 
leases  were  complaining  because  they  had  not 
the  same  righc  as  existed  in  other  districts 
to  convert  their  leaseholds  into  freeholds.  He 
thought  the  State  was  on  the  wrong  track  in  in- 
sisting upon  perpetual  leases  unqualified  by  the 
right  of  obtaining  freeholds.  He  asked  the 
question  with  a  view  to  having  this  cause  of 
complaint  removed,  or,  at  all  events,  to  calling 
the  Minister's  attention  to  the  points  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  might  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  questions  raised 
had  received  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with 
in  the  Land  Bill.  There  appeared  to  be  no 
danger,  subject  to  proper  conditions,  in  per- 
mitting leaseholds  to  be  converted  into  free- 
holds. 

ROTORUA  NATIVES. 

Mr.  CARROLL  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  provide 
work  for  the  unemployed  Natives  in  the  Roto- 
rua  District  ?  In  asking  the  question  he  de- 
sired to  point  out  that,  owing  to  various  causes, 
the  people  in  the  district  had  been  reduced 
almost  to  destitution.  There  had  been  the 
volcanic  eruptions,  the  forced  sitting  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  for  six  months  at  a  stretch, 
and  a  general  failure  of  crops.  The  Natives  in 
the  Rotorua  District  had  some  employment  a 
short  time  ago  on  the  Oxford-Rotorua  Railway, 
and  they  had  done  the  work  very  well,  and  at 
a  much  lower  cost  than  Europeans  would  have 
done  it  at.  He  would  ask  the  Government  to 
consider  their  case,  and,  if  they  were  going  to 
prosecute  any  more  public  works  in  the  district, 
to  give  them  employment,  or  else  to  otherwise 
assist  them.  He  did  not  confine  his  question 
to  the  Rotorua  people  alone,  but  asked  the 
Ck>vemment  to  consider  also  the  tribes  of  Ra- 
ngitihi  and  Tawera,  as  those  people  had  also 
been  seriously  affected. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  said  that  two  petitions 
had  been  received  from  the  Natives  of  Rotorua 
district,  asking  for  work,  and  stating,  as  the 
honourable  member  had  said,  that  they  were 
on  the  verge  of  starvation.  Those  petitions  had 
been  referred  to  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Hunter, 
the  Engineers  for  the  Rotorua  Railway,  and 
they  had  been  asked  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  statements  wore  correct,  and,  if  so, 
to  make  some  provision  whereby  the  Natives 
would  get  employment.  He  might  say  that 
they  had  arranged  to  start  a  small  section  of 
the  Rotorua  Railway  at  the  Rotorua  end,  in 
order  that  some  employment  might  be  given  to 
the  Natives  if,  as  was  stated  in  the  petition, 
immediate  employment  was  necessary  in  order 
that  the  Natives  might  be  prevented  from 
starving. 

NEWMARKET  RAILWAY-CROSSING. 
Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  their 
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attention  has  been  called  to  the  accident  on 
the  11th  instant  on  the  Eaipara  Railway,  at  the 
dangerous  crossing  in  Newmarket,  and  whether 
they  intend  taking  the  steps  so  often  urged  as 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  constant  danger 
to  life  and  property  connected  with  this  cross- 
ing ?  The  question  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance. Ho  was  quite  sure  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  agree  with  him  in  that; 
and  he  was  perfectly  ready  to  admit  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  question,  so  far  as  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  was  concerned.  He  might 
bo  allowed  to  explain  that  this  line  of  railway 
divided  two  districts,  one  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  and  the  other  was  in- 
cluded in  the  district  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Monukau,  who,  if  he  were  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  could  no  doubt  bear  testimony 
to  the  dangerous  character  of  this  railway- 
crossing.  The  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of 
Newmarket  had  written  to  him  on  the  11th, 
stating  that  there  had  been  another  serious 
accident.  Luckily  there  was  no  life  lost  on 
this  occasion.  Formerly,  a  similar  accident 
▼ery  nearly  cost  the  life  of  an  esteemed  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court;  and  on  this  occa- 
sion a  horse  was  killed  and  the  cart  smashed, 
though  the  driver  escaped.  The  railway  ran 
through  a  narrow  street  for  a  long  distance — 
across  two  streets,  by  the  way ;  the  place  was 
densely  peopled  on  each  side,  and  there  were 
children  constantly  playing  about.  The  cross- 
ing was  regarded  sis  certain  some  day  to  cause 
a  very  serious  loss  of  life.  He  was  aware  that 
it  was  a  very  difficult  question  to  deal  with, 
but  the  crossing  would  one  day  involve  the 
Government  in  very  serious  difficulties  if  some 
steps  were  not  taken  to  guard  both  life  and 
property  from  the  danger  in  which  they  were 
now  continually  placed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  was  quite  aware  that  the 
crossing  referred  to  was  very  dangerous,  and 
thought  the  surest  way  of  preventing  accidents 
occurring  would  be  to  close  both  crossings.  In 
fact,  he  might  say  that  a  petition,  or  resolu- 
tion, had  been  sent  to  the  Government  from 
the  Newmarket  Borough  Council  to  have  the 
crossings  closed ;  but  the  inhabitants  were 
very  much  against  the  Government  taking 
such  a  course,  and  petitioned  accordingly.  The 
question  of  the  erection  of  bridges,  or  making 
two  roads  from  the  present  main  Pamell  Road 
running  one  on  each  side  of  the  line  to  the  old 
road,  was  a  very  serious  one,  as  the  cost  would 
be  very  heavy — ^£4,600  in  one  case,  and  £8,000 
in  the  other.  The  question  indeed  was  a  very 
serious  one,  and  required  great  consideration. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  crossings  had 
caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  not  only  to  the 
public  but  also  to  the  department;  and  he 
should,  when  in  Auckland  at  Christmas,  make 
a  personal  inspection,  and  endeavour  to  devise 
some  means  whereby  accidents  might  be  pre- 
vented in  future. 

EDUCATION  BOARDS  AND  SCHOOL 

COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  abolish  the  Education  Boards 
Mr,  Mo8i 


and  School  Committees  in  the  sevezal  ednok 
tional  districts  of  the  colony  ?  His  reason  te 
asking  this  question  was  that  the  Treasurer 
told  them  that  he  was  going  to  make  a  laife 
reduction  in  the  education  vote,  and  he  (Hr. 
Joyce)  was  anxious  to  know  whether,  in  effeofe- 
ing  that  reduction,  there  was  any  intention  to 
abolish  either  Education  Boai^  ox  School 
Committees. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  there  was  no  intention 
to  abolish  either  Education  Boards  or  School 
Committees. 

SPRINGFIELD-WEST  COAST  MAILS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Pobtmasier- 
General,  What  is  the  reason  for  the  delay  in 
accepting  a  tender  for  carrying  mails  between 
Springfield  and  the  West  Coast  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  contract 
had  been  extended.  The  present  cont^actoa 
made  a  claim  on  the  Government  for  damages 
they  had  sustained  through  the  non-repair  of 
the  road,  whereby  they  lost  a  considerable  sum 
of  money.  On  inquiring  into  the  matter  it  ap- 
peared that  the  contractors  had  a  certain  claim 
on  the  Government;  they  offered,  however,  to 
settle  the  matter  by  taking  an  extension  of  the 
mail  ser\'ice  at  the  present  price ;  and,  after  due 
consideration,  the  Government  made  them  an 
ofEer  of  the  extension  for  one  year  from  the 
expiry  of  the  present  contract. 

springfip:ld-west  coast  mails. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Postmaater- 
General,  (1.)  What  is  the  nature  of  the  claim 
the  present  contractor  for  conveyance  of  mails 
between  Springfield  and  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  has  against  the  Government  f  (2.) 
If  the  Government  have  agreed  to  give  an  ex- 
tension of  time  to  the  present  contractoc, 
instead  of  accepting  the  lowest  tender?  (3.) 
If  extension  of  time  has  been  given  to  the 
present  contractor,  to  what  period  has  soch 
extension  been  granted?  (4.)  If  it  is  osoal 
to  allow  extension  of  important  mail  sezvioes 
from  time  to  time?  In  asking  these  ques- 
tions, he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  fact  that  tenders  had  been 
called  for  twice  for  this  service,  and  men  had 
been  put  to  considerable  expense  in  going  over 
the  road  in  order  that  they  might  tender,  only 
to  find  out  that  the  Government  contractor, 
through  some  influence  or  other,  had  got  an 
extension  of  time.  He  could  mention  a  num- 
ber of  instances  in  which  contractors  had  been 
put  to  a  considerable  expense  through  damage 
to  the  road,  and  yet  had  not  received  an  exten- 
sion of  time.  Hall  and  Co.  had,  for  about  four 
weeks,  to  send  the  mails  and  passengers  on 
horse-back.  The  present  case  tx>re  a  rather 
peculiar  appearance.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  difference  between  the  contracts  and  the 
probable  lowest  tender — if  tenders  had  been 
accepted— was  far  more  than  would  have  paid 
the  contractors  for  any  loss  they  might  have 
sustained. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  just  given  an 
answer  to  this  very  question,  but,  if  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  required  it,  he  would 
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him.  The  road  was  washed  away  between 
HokLtika  and  Springfield,  and  the  engineers  to 
the  Government  were  considered  not  to  have 
been  sufficiently  energetic  in  repairing  the 
ioe4,  bat  which  at  last  was  made  passable. 
When  the  present  Gk)vernment  came  into 
office  they  found  that  a  considerable  claim  had 
been  made  against  them  by  Messrs.  Cassidy, 
Tinnie,  and  Co.,  the  contractors.  The  Post 
Office  Department  reported  that  there  was  no 
claim;  and  the  Public  Works  Department, 
through  their  officer,  were  disposed  to  think 
there  was  not  veiy  much  in  the  claim.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  and  him.self,  how- 
ever, looked  into  the  matter,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  the  contractors  presented  a 
claim  before  Parliament  they  would  be  awarded 
a  much  larger  sum  than  the  Government  were 
likely  to  lose  under  the  existing  circumstances. 
A  certain  contractor  petitioned  Parliament  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  was  awarded  a  very 
considerable  stmi  of  money. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £1,700. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that,  looking  at  all 
the  circumstances,  the  Government  thought 
tliat,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  it  was  desir- 
able to  arrange  the  matter  as  they  had  don  e.  He 
found  there  were  one  or  two  cases  in  which  a 
contract  had  been  extended.  Of  course  this  was 
a  matter  in  which  the  Government  exercised 
its  discretion,  in  the  interests  of  the  public; 
and  he  thought  the  House,  if  they  knew  all  the 
circumstances,  would  approve  the  action  of  the 
Government. 

SPBINGFIELD-WEST  COAST  MAILS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
—(1.)  Why  tenders  for  the  Springfield-Hokitika 
mail  service  were  received  at  Greymouth,  when, 
by  the  advertised  notice,  they  were  only  re- 
ceivable by  the  Chief  Postmasters  at  Hokitika 
and  Christchurch  ?  (2.)  On  what  date,  and  at 
what  hour,  were  the  tenders  received  at  Grey- 
mouth?  (8.)  Was  it  possible  for  the  tenders 
BO  received  to  have  been  forwarded  by  the  ordi- 
nary mails  so  as  to  reach  Hokitika  on  Satur- 
day, 5th  November,  1887,  that  being  the  date 
fixed  by  advertisement  for  receiving  tenders 
for  the'  said  service  ?  He  had  placed  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  upon  hearing  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  give  notice 
of  his  question  that  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  that  afternoon.  He  thought  it  was 
only  right  that  the  House  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  facts  in  reference 
to  this  affair.  The  member  for  Inangahua  was 
rather  astray  with  regard  to  the  Nelson-Grey- 
mouth  contract,  because  the  contractor  under- 
took a  thrice- weekly  service,  but  this  was  altered 
at  his  own  instigation  and  to  suit  himself.  In 
the  case  of  the  contract  from  Greymouth  to 
Reefton  the'  alteration  was  made  at  the 
contractor's  suggestion.  Stranger  still,  while 
tenders  were  advertised  for  the  Springfield- 
Hokitika  mail  service  to  be  received  only  at 
Hokitika  and  Christchurch,  the  Greymouth- 
Beefton  tenderers  had. their  tenders  sent  in 
to  Greymouth,  whence  they  were  forwarded 
h/Bta,  and  he  was  given  to  understand  that,  in 


the  ordinary  course  of  the  mail  service,  they 
could  not  have  reached  Hokitika  to  have  been 
in  within  the  advertised  time.  He  therefore 
thought,  in  justice  to  the  department,  some 
explanation  ought  to  be  made  m  regard  to  this 
matter,  to  set  it  right.  In  the  case  which 
had  been  referred  to,  where  the  contractor, 
in  1874,  was  awarded  £1,700  damages  on 
petitioning  Parliament,  he  remembered  the  cir- 
cumstances, which  were  similar  to  the  present. 
He  did  not  blame  the  Government  for  the  first 
or  second  extension.  The  reason  of  last  year's 
extension  being  granted  was  that,  the  Arahura 
Bridge  being  washed  away,  the  contractors 
had  to  go  another  route,  which  caused  them 
two  extra  stages,  and,  in  consideration  of  this 
and  their  having  fifteen  additional  horses  em- 
ployed, an  extension  of  twelve  months  was 
granted.  He  did  not  know  that  any  fault 
could  be  found  with  them  for  that,  or  that 
the  late  Government  should  be  blamed;  but 
he  asked  for  an  explanation  in  reference  to 
the  present  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  informed 
that  the  tenders  were  posted  at  Greymouth, 
and  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
be  forwarded  to  Hokitika,  to  be  dealt  with 
there.  But  he  wished  all  tenders  to  be  here  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  settle  the  matter, 
and  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office 
at  Greymouth  to  forward  them  here  direct,  in 
order  to  save  time.  That  was  the  reason  for 
that.  In  reply  to  another  part  of  the  honour- 
able member's  question,  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  did  not  know  the  hour  at  which  the 
tenders  were  received  at  Greymouth,  but  he 
would  endeavour  to  ascertain  it. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Captain  RUSSELL  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Midland  Railway, 
and  moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Before  this  question  is 
put,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the  Government 
are  desirous  that  this  matter  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  House  would  agree  vnth 
me  if  I  were  to  move,  without  notice,  that  it  be 
considered  this  evening  or  to-morrow,  which- 
ever the  House  thinks  fit ;  and  I  would,  in  that 
case.  Sir,  propose  to  give  whichever  day  the 
House  thought  most  desirable  for  the  business 
of  private  members  that  would  be  superseded 
by  this  question.  The  Government  think  that 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  the  matter.  Perhaps 
it  would  bo  better  to  leave  it  until  to-morrow. 
In  that  case,  I  will,  to-morrow,  move  that  it  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  that  private  busi- 
ness have  precedence  on  Friday.  I  beg  to 
move.  That  the  report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion at  half -past  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Is  the  report  printed? 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is. 

Mr.  PYKE.— The  reason  I  suggested  to- 
morrow to  the  Premier  was  that  it  would  give 
time  to  the  members  of  the  House  to  read  the 
conti.u}t.    I  think  when  honourable  membcES 
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do  read  it  they  will  see  that  the  members  of 
tiie  Committee  have  studied  to  do  two  things : 
to  conserve  the  interests  of  the  country,  without 
injuring  the  prospects  of  the  company.  I  should 
be  very  glad  indeed  if  honourable  members 
would  rec^  the  contract  before  arriving  at  any 
oonclusion. 

Mr.  FULTON.—Do  I  rightly  understand  the 
Premier  to  say  that  the  business  set  down  for 
to-morrow  will  take  exactly  the  same  position 
on  Friday  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.—Unless  we  should  get 
through  this  matter  early,  and  go  on  with  tibie 
private  business  on  to-morrow's  Order  Paper. 

Beport  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed,  and  its  consideration  fixed  for  next 
sitting-day  at  half -past  two  o'clock. 

SCAB  IN  MARLBOROUGH  AND  NELSON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  copies  of  all  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  presence  of  scab  on  the  Greenhills 
Run,  in  the  Marlborough  District,  and  the 
Mount  Patriarch  Run,  in  the  Nelson  District, 
be  laid  before  this  House. 

SCHOOLS  OF  MINES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  Goldiields  and  Mines  Com- 
mittee be  autliorised  to  inquire  into  and  report 
on  the  working  of  the  Schools  of  Mines  now 
established  in  various  parts  of  the  colony ;  also 
to  report  generally  on  the  best  moans  whereby 
the  gold-  and  silver-mining  industry  of  the 
colony  may  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR  BOARD. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SAMUEL,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  financial  position  of  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  whether  the  Board  is  likely  to  be 
able  to  continue  to  meet  its  annual  charges ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  such  failure  is  in  any 
respect  owing  to  causes  outside  the  control  of 
the  Board,  and  which  it  could  not  have  anti- 
cipated at  the  time  of  the  raising  of  the  New 
Plymouth  Harbour  loan;  and  to  make  sucii 
recommendations  as  they  may  think  desirable : 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  ten  members,  five 
to  form  a  quornm ;  to  report  in  a  fortnight : 
the  Committee  i  o  have  power  to  call  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  consist  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Lamach,  Mr. 
Stuart-Men teath,  lilr.  0 'Conor,  Major  Steward, 
Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Whyte,  and  the 
mover. 

IMPORTATION  OF  STOCK. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  appointed  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  advisableness  or  otherwise  of 
New  Zealand  ports  being  opened  for  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  live-stock ;  with  power  to 
call  for  persons  and  papers ;  three  to  form  a 
quorum ;  to  report  in  a  fortnight :  such  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Bu- 
ohaAan,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Lawry, 
Mr.  Pyke 


Mr.  Pearson,  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  YaLentiiie, 
Mr.  Whyte,  and  the  mover. 

BAN8ABD  REPORTS. 

Mr.  SAMUEL,  in  moving  the  motion  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  said  the  speeches  which  wen 
delivered  in  the  House  were  of  very  great 
length  indeed ;  and  the  necessity  of  repONrting 
them  at  length  was,  he  believed,  a  very  gcoat 
inconvenience  to  tiie  reporting  staff,  and 
added  very  considerably  to  tho  ooflt  of  the 
staff,  and  to  the  cost  of  printing  Hansard. 
Now,  it  was  possible  that  there  were  a  great 
many  members  of  the  House — and  perhaps 
he  was  one  of  them  himself — who  could  not 
condense  all  they  had  to  say  within  a  rea- 
sonably short  time ;  but  they  had  to  sacrifice 
something  for  economy  occasionally,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  generally  admitted  bj 
members  in  that  position  that  they  shonld  he 
prepared  to  sacrifice  something,  and  should  he 
prepared  to  sacrifice  some  portion  of  their  speedt 
— not  that  they  should  not  speak  as  fully  as  they 
thought  they  ought  to  speak,  but  ti^  they 
should  be  reported  only  up  to  the  reasonable 
limit  of  one  hour.  Many  honourable  memhen 
had  said  to  him  that  they  thought  the  time  a 
great  deal  too  long;  but  he  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  that  the  rules  ought  not  to  place 
the  "  gag  "  on  honourable  members,  but  that 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  express  themselves 
fully  on  any  subject  when  they  felt  called  upon 
to  do  so.  He  thought,  too,  that,  in  intro- 
ducing a  matter  of  this  kind,  they  should 
be  prepared  to  make  a  compromise  and  not 
go  to  extremes.  One  hour  was  quite  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  allow  for  the  expression  bj 
any  honourable  member  of  his  opinions  on  any 
subject,  with  the  exception  of  the  introducer 
of  a  Bill,  or  possibly  in  the  case  of  important 
financial  debates,  when,  according  to  this  reso- 
lution, the  Speaker  would  have  power  to  give 
leave  to  the  reporting  of  the  speeches  at  greater 
length.  By  this  motion  he  intended  nothing 
in  any  way  offensive  to  any  honourable  mem- 
ber in  the  way  of  insinuating  that  his  speeches 
were  not  of  value  ;  but  he  merely  brought  the 
motion  on  with  a  view  to  economy,  and  also 
with  this  idea  :  that  a  very  great  many  honour^ 
able  members  were  in  the  habit  of  speaking  at 
very  great  length  simply  because  they  were 
reported,  and  because  their  speeches  were  cir- 
culated throughout  the  colony  vrithoat  any 
expense  to  themselves,  and  they  thus  got  a 
reputation  of  taking  a  very  large  part  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  House.  He  felt  sure  himself 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  those  who  did 
speak  at  such  very  great  length  were  not  doing 
more  for  the  welfare  of  the  colony  or  towards 
effecting  good  legislation  than  those  who  spoke  j 
at  much  shorter  length ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  House  should  remove  this  indaee- 
ment  to  unduly-long  talking. 

Mr.  WARD  seconded  the  motion  with  veiy 
great  pleasure.  He  considered  that  any  honoar- 
able  member  who  could  not  effectually  exsiesB 
himself  within  an  hour  had  no  right  tobe  theie. 
There  were  occasions,  no  doubt,  when  honour- 
able  members  should  speak  at  greater  lengtfi; 
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bat  in  the  majority  of  oases  ho  oortainly 
thought  it  was  not  necossary,  and»  if  it  was 
necessary,  he  thought  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  whereby,  if  honourable  members  wished 
to  speak  longer  than  an  hour,  they  should  pay 
for  being  reported  beyond  that  time. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That 
it  be  an  instruotion  to  the  Printing  and  Report- 
ing Debates  Committee  to  cause  the  Mansard  re- 
porters to  cease  reporting  any  honourable  mem- 
ber after  he  has  spoken  for  one  hour,  excepting 
only  when  such  member  is  moving  the  second 
reading  of  a  Bill,  or  when  Mr.  Speaker  shall 
otherwise  direct." — {Mr.  Samuel.) 

Mr.  PEACOCK  quite  sympathized  with  the 
object  of  the  mover  of  this  motion ;  but,  at  the 
aame  time,  was  not  quite  sure  that  the  mode 
proposed  would  be  likely  to  effect  the  result 
desired.  He  believed  it  would  be  better  if  the 
time  allowed  for  speaking  in  the  House  were 
restricted,  with  some  exceptions  in  favour  of 
Ministers,  and  other  members  on  the  second 
reading  of  Bills.  In  that  case  he  should  be  dis- 
posed to  say  that  the  time  proposed  was  rather 
too  long.  He  thought  a  difficulty  would  be 
caused  if  the  motion  were  earned,  for  this 
reason :  If  members  were  only  to  be  reported 
for  the  first  hour  of  their  speaking,  it  might  be 
that  the  most  material  parts  of  their  remarks 
would  not  come  within  that  hour ;  and,  if  the 
reporters  were  instructed  to  take  notes  of  the 
whole  speech,  and  the  onus  was  thrown  on  them 
of  making  a  condensed  report,  it  would  not  be 
a  right  proceeding ;  and  it  would  not  be  much 
saving  if  the  reporter  had  to  wade  through  the 
whole  of  a  long  speech  in  order  to  condense  it 
to  the  length  of  a  speech  of  an  hour's  duration, 
so  as  not  to  take  up  too  much  space  in  Hansard. 
He  had  taken  action  in  the  Reporting  Debates 
Committee  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  econo- 
mizing in  reporting  and  printing,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  a  recommendation,  which,  he 
b^eved,  had  been  adopted  by  the  House,  that 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  should  see 
whether  a  Standing  Order  could  be  made  to 
restrict  the  amount  of  time  to  be  taken  up  by 
speakers  in  the  House,  thereby  saving  not  only 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  also  the  expense 
involved  in  printing  their  speeches.  He  hoped 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  would  propose 
such  a  rule,  and  that  it  would  be  carried  by  the 
House ;  for  he  felt  certain  that  any  one  could 
very  well  express,  on  ordinary  occasions  at  all 
events,  what  he  had  to  say  in  an  hour,  if  not  in 
less  time. 

Major  STEWARD  would  explain  the  position 
of  this  matter  so  far  as  the  Reporting  Debates 
Committee  was  concerned.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ponsonby  had  brought  the  ques- 
tion up  in  the  Committee,  and  the  result  was 
that  a  resolution  was  carried  and  reported  to 
the  Honse  in  the  following  words :  "  That  it  be 
remitted  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to 
inquire  and  report  as  to  the  advisability  or 
otherwise  of  making  some  rule  in  this  direc- 
tion^"  The  reference  had  accordingly  been 
made  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  and 
he  tmderstood  that  that  Committee  did  not  quite 
flee  their  way  to  proceed  in  the  matter  until 


they  had  ascertained  what  were  the  views  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  it.  At  present  there  was 
no  recognition  of  Hansard  in  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  it  was  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  a  new  departure  in  that  respect  should 
be  made.  No  doubt  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  to  frame  such  an 
order  if  they  were  so  directed  by  the  House. 
As  to  the  expediency  of  framing  such  an  order, 
probably  this  discussion  would  give  the  Com- 
mittee some  idea:  that  was,  the  Committee 
would  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  House 
was  of  opinion  that  the  course  suggested  should 
be  ti^en  or  not.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
this  explanation,  to  show  the  position  sa  far  as 
the  Reporting  Debates  and  Standing  Orders 
Committees  were  concerned. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEV/ART  said  this  question  was 
one  of  very  considerable  importance,  and  was 
one  which  had  not  now  been  brought  forward 
for  the  first  time.  Attempts  had  been  made 
from  time  to  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
limit  the  time  during  which  a  speaker  should 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House ;  but  even 
there,  where  the  clSture  rules  existed,  the 
course  which  had  been  adopted  was  of  a  less 
objectionable  character  than  the  present  pro- 
posal. There  a  speaker  could  proceed  at  any 
length ;  but,  if  it  was  thought  desirable  that  he 
should  close  his  remarks,  the  Speaker  or  Chair- 
man of  Committees  directed  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  speaker  had 
already  occupied  a  sufficient  length  of  time, 
and  a  vote  was  then  taken  as  to  whether  or  not 
he  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  further.  Here 
it  was  proposed  that,  no  matter  how  important 
the  question  might  be,  no  matter  how  in- 
structive the  speech  might  be,  no  matter  how 
desirable  it  might  be  that  a  speaker  should  con- 
tinue to  address  the  House  at  the  end  of  an 
hour,  the  Hansard  reporters  should  cease  re- 
porting him.  Now,  he  submitted  that  that  was 
a  somewhat  crude  proposition,  and  one  which 
the  House  should  be  very  careful  in  consider- 
ing. He  found  that  in  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment attempts  had  been  made  from  time  to  time 
to  limit  the  time  during  which  a  speaker  could 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  ;  and  in  the 
very  valuable  work  of  Bourinot  on  Parlia- 
mentary Procedure  and  Practice,  published  in 
1884,  he  found  that  in  1849  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  proposed  to  limit  speeches  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to  one  hour's  duration,  except- 
ing introducers  of  Bills  and  Ministers  of  the 
Crown;  but  the  proposal  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority.  Similar  motions  were  proposed 
in  Canada ;  but  a  short  experience  proved  that 
it  was  not  practicable  nor  conducive  to  the 
public  interests — which  are  necessarily  in- 
volved in  free  discussion — to  limit  the  time. 
He  found  that  at  one  period  the  restriction 
was  to  half  an  hour  in  Canada,  and  at  a  later 

?eriod  three-quarters  of  an  hour  were  allowed, 
t  appeared  tiiat  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  Washington  there  were  limits  to  the 
time  during  which  a  member  could  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  House  was  not,  numerically, 
nearly  so  strong  as  the  House  of  Representa- 
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tives  at  Washkigton,  or  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and,  although  some  honourable  mem- 
bers might  sometimes  occupy  more  time  than 
some  ouier  honourable  members  thought  they 
should,  he  was  not  aware  that  there  had  been, 
as  a  rule,  any  excessive  speaking.  As  far  as  his 
experience  in  the  House  went  there  had  been 
no  abuse  of  the  right  to  speak  at  length,  to  be 
decided  only  by  the  discretion  of  the  Speaker. 
He  could  quite  understand  it  being  moved,  after 
an  honourable  member  had  spoken  an  hour,  that 
he  should  not  be  further  reported,  and  it  being 
left  for  the  House  to  decide,  and  requiring  a 
majority  of,  say,  two-thirds  of  those  present  to 
prevent  further  reporting.  There  might  be 
some  force  in  a  proposal  of  that  kind ;  but  he 
doubted  very  much  the  expediency  of  inter- 
fering at  all  with  the  freedom  of  debate  by 
limiting  the  time  daring  which  an  honourable 
member  could  speak  to  one  hour,  by  not  re- 

gorting  him.  One  had  only  to  look  at  what 
ad  taken  place  in  other  countries  to  see  what 
a  dangerous  experiment  it  might  be.  Of  course 
it  might  be  admitted  that  it  would  be  only  an 
experiment,  and  that  if  it  did  not  work  satis- 
factorily it  could  be  altered;  but  he  doubted 
very  much  the  propriety  of  interfering  with  the 
present  system  until,  at  all  events,  there  had 
been  a  more  flagrant  abuse  of  it  than  there 
had  ever  been  hitherto.  For  the  reasons  he 
had  stated  he  could  not  support  the  motion. 
He  could  well  understand  that  in  a  House  of 
some  G50  members  there  should  be  felt  a  neces- 
sity to  limit  the  time  during  which  one  speaker 
could  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House ;  but 
the  same  argument  would  not  apply  to  a  House 
of  ninety-five  members. 

Mr.  TANNER  hoped  the  House  would  not 
pass  the  motion  in  its  present  form.  The 
mover  suggested  that  any  member  ought  to 
be  able  to  express  hia  opinions  on  any  one  sub- 
ject in  an  hour ;  and  in  that  he  quite  agreed. 
But  in  a  discussion  like  that  on  the  Financial 
Statement,  where  a  great  many  subjects  had  to 
be  dealt  with,  it  might  be  extremely  difficult 
for  a  speaker  to  compress  his  views  on  all  the 
subjects  into  an  hour's  address.  But  his  ob- 
jection was  not  so  much  on  that  point  as  on 
this :  that,  if  Hansard  only  reported  an  honour- 
able member  for  an  hour,  it  might  as  well 
not  report  him  at  all.  An  honourable  member, 
as  a  rule,  left  the  most  important  portions  of 
his  discourse  till  near  the  end,  and  if,  tlirough 
speaking  over  an  hour,  these  were  not  reported 
he  had  better  not  be  reported  at  all.  It  would 
be  far  bettor  to  get  rid  of  Hansard  altogether ; 
and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  move 
in  that  direction,  and  do  away  with  Hansard^ 
and  thus  save  the  expense,  he  would  cordially 
agree  with  him.  He  believed  that  would  be 
the  best  remedy  for  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  complained  of — ^that  was,  if  ho  was 
correct  in  his  opinion  that  a  great  many 
speeches  were  given  to  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  speakers'  constituents  that 
they'  were  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
House  a  great  deal.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
take  the  honourable  gentleman's  view ;  but,  if 
that  view  were  correct,  the  best  remedy  would 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


be  to  do  away  with  Hansard  altogether.  He 
understood  that  one  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's objects  in  moving  this  motion  was  to 
reduce  the  expense  of  Hansard;  but  he  hoped, 
at  any  rate,  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
take  a  more  direct  course  than  that  he  vns 
now  proposing,  which  was  only  a  proposal  for 
the  mutilation  of  speeches  rather  than  a  ooniae 
which  would  be  of  any  benefit. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  last  two  speakexs 
seemed  to  read  the  motion  entirely  wrong,  and 
to  imagine  that  it  was  intended  to  do  awaj 
with  free  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— No. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  honourable  member 
ha.d  used  words  to  the  effect  that  it  would  do 
away  with  freedom  of  debate. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — So  it  would. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  agree  with  the  honour' 
able  gentleman.  What  did  it  matter  whether 
a  man  was  reported  or  not  ?  The  debate  had  ite 
influence  in  that  House,  not  in  Hansard;  and  if 
an  honourable  member  could  not  condense  his 
remark.4  into  one  hour  he  lacked  force  and  in- 
telligence. Then,  the  terms  of  the  motion  had 
been  misrepresented.  It  appeared  to  be  taken 
for  granted  that  in  no  case  could  any  one  be 
reported  after  speaking  for  an  hour ;  but  there 
was  a  clause  in  the  motion  which  provided  that, 
when  moving  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill, 
an  honourable  member  might  be  reported 
longer,  or  he  might  bo  reported  longer  if  Me. 
Speaker  should  so  direct.  He  supported  the 
motion,  not  only  on  the  ground  of  the  saving  of 
expense  that  would  ensue,  but  on  the  broader 
ground  that  it  would  assist  the  object  for  which 
Hansard  existed.  Speaking  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, he  could  say  that  wading  through 
long  speeches  so  disgusted  one  that  he  did  not 
gain  that  good  that  ho  would  otherwise  gain 
from  a  perusal  of  the  speeches.  If  the  speeches 
were  shorter  they  would  be  read  with  more 
interest  and  with  more  advantage. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  said  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing exceptions  in  this  resolution  seemed  to 
him  to  show  that  the  resolution  was  not  ad- 
visable. In  the  first  place,  it  was  proposed  to 
throw  upon  ^Ir.  Speaker  the  onus  of  interrupt- 
ing a  speaker  in  the  midst  of  his  speech ;  and 
that  was  a  very  invidious  task  to  throw  upon 
that  officer — a  task  which,  he  was  sure,  Mr. 
Speaker  would  not  willingly  undertake.  But, 
apart  troxa  that  aspect  of  the  question,  he  ob- 
jected to  the  motion  on  its  merits.  He  had 
heard  delivered  in  that  House  speeches  of  one  or 
two  hours'  duration.  On  one  occasion,  sitting 
in  the  gallery,  he  heard  a  speech  of  seven 
hours'  duration,  delivered  by  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  House;  and,  though  lie  had 
heard  many  opinions  expressed  witii  r^ard  to 
that  speech,  he  had  never  heard  it  suggested 
that  the  honourable  member  should  have  been 
interrupted  in  the  middle  of  his  discourse: 
as  a  fact,  he  held  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  speech* 
and  there  was  not  an  expression  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  it  except  admiration  for  its 
quality,  and  some  amusement  as  to  its  length. 
Exceptions  must  always  be  made :  it  was  of  no 
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use  trying  to  lay  do\m  a  hard-and-fast  rule  in 
such  a  matter  as  this.  For  instance,  after 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  had  been  moved, 
speeches  had  been  made  in  reply,  and  those 
speeches  often  occupied  more  than  one  ho^r; 
sometimes  they  had  been  of  two  hours'  duration, 
and  the  speeches  were  as  interesting,  as  good, 
as  important,  and  as  necessary  to  be  reported 
as  the  speech  made  by  the  mover  of  the  Bill, 
who  might  not  have  occupied  half  that  time. 
Where  was  the  line  to  be  ^awn  ?  Was  it  to 
be  drawn  between  old  members  of  the  House — 
members  of  experience,  who  had  the  ear  of  the 
House — and  young  members  who  had  just  come 
into  the  House  ?  If  so,  that  was  a  distinction 
which  should  not  be  drawn.  The  question 
arose,  Had  the  privilege  of  speech  in  the  House 
been  systematically  abused,  or  had  it  been 
much  abused?  He  denied  thai  it  hod.  He 
thought  nothing  had  taken  place  in  this  Parlia- 
ment or  last  Parliament,  or  in  the  Parlia- 
ment before,  that  should  call  for  the  interven- 
tion of  such  a  rule  as  that  now  proposed, 
although  he  remembered  several  speeches  of 
more  than  one  hour's  duration.  In  some  of 
those  cases  members  of  the  House  might  have 
thought  that  the  honourablo  gentlemen  who 
made  those  speeches  occupied  too  long  a  time ; 
but  would  any  one  have  got  up  when  any  one 
of  those  speakers  had  spoken  an  hour  and 
have  endeavoured  to  put  this  rule  in  force, 
that  reporting  should  then  cease  ?  There 
hod  been  in  this  Parliament  —  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  —  a  speech  or 
speeches  of  more  than  an  hour's  duration ; 
but,  although  there  might  bo  difierenccs  of 
opinion  with  reference  to  that  speech  or  those 
8x>eeches,  would  any  member  of  the  House  have 
moved  to  interrupt  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  were  speaking,  or  say  that  they  should  be 
reported  no  longer?  The  honourable  member 
for  Duncdin  East  seemed  to  have  been  very 
much  disgusted  at  having  to  wade  through 
the  long  speeches.  But  the  remedy  was  quite 
in  his  own  hands :  he  need  not  read  Hansard 
at  all,  or,  at  any  rate,  he  might  skip  those 
particular  speeches  if  he  wished  to  save  time. 
It  was  the  firist  time  that  he  (Mr.  Fish)  had  heard 
that  honourable  members  were  compelled  to 
read  the  whole  of  the  speeches  in  Hansard^ 
and  he  thought  there  were  very  few  members 
of  the  House  who  complied  with  that  demand 
upon  them.  If  Mr.  Speaker  had  to  perform 
the  duty  of  stopping  the  reporting  of  speeches 
which  exceeded  an  hour  in  duration  he  would 
be  open  constantly  to  charges  of  partiality. 
He  did  not  say  that  those  charges  could  be 
truthfully  made,  for  he  had  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Speaker  would  exercise  the  duty,  if  it  were  im- 

Eosed  upon  him,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  ;  yet 
e  would  be  open  to  the  charge  of  partiality, 
and  it  would  be  a  very  unfortunate  position  to 
place  him  in.  He  hoped,  for  that  reason,  and 
for  the  additional  grounds  that  no  abuse  of 
the  rights  of  speech  had  occurred,  or  was  likely 
to  occur,  and  that  the  House  should  be  jealous 
of  the  freedom  of  debate — and  nothing  would 
interfere  with  the  freedom  of  debate  more 
effectively  than  the  passing  of  such  a  resolution 


as  this  —  that  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  would  not  bo  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BABBON  said  he  could  not  support  this 
resolution.  Liability  to  abuse  of  Hosponsible 
Government  was  said  to  be  the  price  we  paid  for 
liberty,  and  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  making 
long  speeches  might  bo  defined  as  the  price 
paid  for  freedom  of  speech.  It  would  be  a 
difficult  thing  to  make  a  rule  of  this  sort  and, 
at  the  same  time  to  do  no  injustice  to  any  in- 
dividual member  of  the  House  who  thought  he 
was  warranted  in  encroaching  upon  the  time  of 
the  House  and  the  pages  of  Hansard  at  undue 
length',  just  as  it  would  be  injurious  to  alter 
the  Standing  Orders  so  as  to  prevent  honour- 
able members  from  continually  and  inoppor- 
tunely moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
at  irregular  times  to  bring  up  matters  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  shut  out  the  fair  and  orderly 
consideration  of  other  and  more  important  busi- 
ness. In  these  matters  there  seamed  to  be  no 
middle  course.  They  were  unlike  other  poli- 
tical questions  in  that  respect.  There  could 
apparently  be  no  safe  compromise.  Of  course 
the  abolition  of  Hansard  would  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  House  and  the  country.  Hansard 
cost  something  like  £7,000  a  year,  and  ho  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  country  got  value 
for  the  money.  If  Hansard  were  abolished 
the  House  would  be  very  much  at  the  mercy 
of  the  newspapers  for  fair  reports  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  enter- 
prise of  the  newspapers  would  go  a  long  way 
towards  giving  such  reports  as  would  interest 
and  inform  the  colony  ;  and  the  newspapers 
would  be  equal  to  doing  that  which  Hansard 
could  not  do — discriminating  between  the  value 
of  the  speeches.  There  could  be  no  discrimi- 
nation of  that  kind  now.  Every  honourable 
member  was  on  an  equal  footing  with  other 
honourable  members.  They  were  all  there  as 
representing  their  constituencies.  They  were 
all  there  simply  because  they  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  majority  of  the  particular  con- 
stituency which  they  represented,  and  it  would 
bo  an  unwise  and  unfair  thing  to  attempt 
to  make  any  distinctions  between  honourablo 
members  in  this  matter.  He  therefore  could 
not  support  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  carry  it  out.  He 
thought  the  remedy  for  the  abuse  of  which 
some  honourablo  members  very  properly  com- 
plained was  to  meet  earlier.  It  was  the  practice 
of  many  other  Assemblies,  not  including  that 
which  he  admitted  was  looked  up  to  by  them 
with  so  much  pride,  that  of  Great  Britain,  to 
meet  at  an  earlier  hour  than  that  at  which  this 
House  met;  and,  if  they  were  to  follow  the 
example  of  some  of  the  Continental  countries 
— notably  Switzerland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Hun- 
gary, Austria,  and  Germany — of  meeting  at  ten 
or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  getting 
over  the  business  some  time  in  the  after- 
noon, like  reasonable  men,  and  not  going  into 
the  protracted  midnight  sittings,  which  were 
injurious  both  to  honourable  members'  health 
and  aJso  to  reasonable  debate,  they  would 
find  in  that  a  remedy  for  the  evils  which  had 
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been  pointed  out;  and  it  would  be  a  remedy 
which  would  be  far  more  efficacious  and  much 
more  agreeable  than  interference  with  or  en- 
croachment upon  the  privileges  which  honour- 
able members  now  enjoyed  in  the  matter  of  the 
freedom  of  debate — privileges  which  should  be 
limited  only  by  the  judgment,  good  sense,  and 
good  taste  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  exer- 
cise them. 

Mr.  FISH  said  this  proposal  was  such  as  he 
should  have  expected  from  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth,  for  he  thought  he 
discerned  traces  in  that  honourable  gentleman 
of  a  very  strong  Tory  spirit — a  spirit  which,  he 
trusted,  was  not  now  in  a  maiority  in  that 
House  nor  ever  would  be.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  he  moved  the  resolution 
on  the  score  of  economy ;  but  the  honourable 
gendeman  had  caused  an  expense  that  after- 
noon which  would  be  greater  than  any  expense 
that  could  be  caused  by  any  honourable  gentle- 
men speaking  for  more  than  one  hour  during  a 
whole  session.  Not  only  was  the  motion  an 
attempt  to  introduce  cUturCy  but  something 
worse  than  cloture. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  it  was.  But  it  was  not 
only  upon  that  ground  that  he  opposed  it :  it 
sought  to  throw  upon  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
a  duty  which  must  necessarily  be  of  a  dis- 
agreeable character.  The  Speaker  was  to  say 
whose  speech  was  to  be  reported  after  he  had 
spoken  an  hour,  and  whose  speech  was  not  to 
be  reported  under  similar  circumstances.  Why, 
the  Speaker  could  not  avoid,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, giving  offence  to  almost  every  per- 
son who  came  under  the  operation  of  the  rule  ; 
and  if  the  Speaker  had  thjB  power  of  saying  so 
he  would  no  doubt  tell  the  House  that  this  was 
a  task  he  would  not  care  to  undertake.  Now, 
what  was  the  cost  to  the  countiy  that  the 
honourable  member  was  so  anxious  to  save? 
The  Hansard  stafE  was  paid  so  much  for  the 
session,  not  so  much  a  year  or  so  much  a 
month ;  so  that  there  could  be  no  increase  in 
the  cost  of  the  staif.  What  other  expense 
was  entailed  outside  of  that  ?  There  was  the 
setting-up  of  the  type  and  the  cost  of  paper. 
Very  tremendous  cost  to  the  country!  The 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  new-found  zeal 
for  economy,  was  desirous  of  saving  the  coun- 
try this  paltry  sum.  He  (Mr.  Fish)  might  ask, 
too,  how  many  members  of  the  House  spoke 
for  more  than  one  hour  ?  How  many  honour- 
able members  could  speak  intelligently  and 
well  for  so  long  ?  Very  few.  The  majority  of 
those  who  supported  such  an  iniquitous  pro- 
posal as  this  were  gentlemen  who  came  within 
the  class  of  those  who  could  not  speak  for  an 
hour.  He  had  often  heaord  honourable  members 
who  could  not  say  *'  Boh  "  to  a  goose  in  decent, 
intelligible  language  say,  '*  What  a  bore  that 
fellow  is,  talking  so  long  1  '*  Those  who  spoke 
in  this  way  had  not  the  ability  to  speak  them- 
selves ;  and  he  thought  that  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  they  had  not  the  ability  to  think. 
Why  should  a  member  be  allowed  to  speak  for 
more  than  one  hour  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  ?  If  every  honourable  gentleman 
Mr,  Barron 


could  express  all  that  was  neceasaiy  to  be  ex- 
pressed on  any  particular  subject  they  weia 
discussing  in  one  hour,  surely  an  honoorobla 
member,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  a 
Bill,  should  do  so.  Whilst  he  was  speaking  on 
Bills,  he  might  say  there  were  worse  nuisanoee 
in  the  House  than  honourable  members  who 
spoke  at  great  length.  There  was  such  a  thing 
in  the  House  known  as  "  a  beast  with  a 
Bill."  Of  course  he  was  not  speaJcing  offeD- 
sively,  yet  he  would  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  two  Bills  in  hand  this  session. 
Neither  of  those  BillK  was  such  as  a  private 
member  should  bring  before  the  House,  for  they 
were  Bills  dealing  with  subjects  which,  if  they 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  at  all,  should  be  doJt  with 
by  the  Government.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, prompted  by  his  vanity  or  for  some  other 
reason,  had  thought  fit  to  immortalise  himself 
by  introducing  these  Bills  into  Parliament  this 
session;  and  he  would  be  the  cause  of  far 
greater  waste  of  time  and  would  increase  the 
cost  of  reporting  in  Hansard  by  two  or  three 
times  more  than  would  be  caused  by  honour- 
able members  addressing  the  House  at  greater 
length  than  one  hour.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  neither  of  the  Bills  of  the  honomable 
member  would  be  passed.  There  was  another 
honourable  gentleman  who  was  very  pEolific  in 
introducing  Bills,  and  the  same  remarks  might 
be  applied  to  him.  Let  them  take  such  a  thing, 
for  example,  as  the  Financial  Statement  re- 
cently delivered.  Twenty  or  thirty  subjects 
were  dealt  with  in  that  Statement.  He  would 
defy  any  honourable  member  to  fairly  criticize 
each  part  of  a  Statement  such  as  that  under 
at  least  two  hours.  Honourable  members  could 
not  possibly  do  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
would  say  that  was  extremely  wrong;  that 
honourable  members  should  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  in  criticizing  that  State- 
ment. Assuming  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  right,  and  assuming  that  that  was 
not  done,  what  would  be  the  result  ?  Instead 
of  discussing  that  Statement  with  its  varied 
projected  measures  thoroughly  at  one  sitting, 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  simply  dis- 
cuss the  Statement,  and  when  the  Bills  them- 
selves came  up  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  them  at  equal  or  greater  length, 
so  that  really  there  would  be  no  saving  of  time 
whatever.  Supposing  the  plan  the  honourable 
gentleman  sought  to  have  effect  given  to  were 
adopted  and  an  honourable  gentleman  were 
stopped  in  the  middle  of  a  speech,  what  would 
be  the  result  ?  He  would  not  have  concluded 
all  he  meant  to  say,  and  would  get  a  friend  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  would 
then  say  all  that  he  had  left  unsaid  previously. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymou& 
went  either  too  far  or  not  far  enough.  If  he 
had  moved  a  motion  to  the  effect  that  no 
member  should  be  allowed  to  speak  beyond 
a  certain  time,  he  (Mr.  Fish)  could  have  un- 
derstood what  the  honourable  member  meant. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  honourable  member 
would  be  very  glad  to  follow  up  the  present 
motion — supposing  the  House  were  foolish 
enough  to  carry  it— by  a  motion  of  that  kind. 
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His  opinion  of  the  honourable  Kcnbleman*s 
political  views  was,  that  this  was  just  the  very 
motion  he  would  bring  in.  He  would,  first  of 
all,  say,  restrict  honourable  members  to  one 
hour,  then  to  half  an  hour,  and  then  to  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  In  point  of  fact,  the  honourable 
member  would  like  to  restrict  the  speakers  in 
this  House  so  that  nobody  could  speak  but 
himself. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  he  wsis  entirely  against 
any  member  of  the  House  being  restricted  as 
to  time  in  his  speeches. 

Mr.  FISH  was  bound  to  accept  the  state- 
ment which  the  honourable  member  now  made, 
and  he  believed  that  he  really  meant  it ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  free  to  confess  that  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the 
motion  he  had  placed  before  the  House  led  him 
to  a  different  conclusion.  Before  the  honour- 
able gentleman  rose  to  interrupt  him  he  wsbs 
about  to  observe  that  this  motion  possibly  re- 
sulted from  the  honourable  gentleman  living 
for  a  great  number  of  years  in  a  small  place. 
The  honourable  gentleman  came  from  a  part  of 
the  colony  which  was  thinly  inhabited,  and 
whose  inhabitants  were  rustic  in  character. 
He  believed  the  inhabitants  of  New  Plymouth 
had  not  travelled  much  or  seen  much,  and 
consequently  they  had  come  to  look  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  a  sort  of  domi-god, 
and  they  had  said  this  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  so  often  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  come  to  believe  it  himself.  He  hoped 
he  was  not  misrepresenting  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Ho  did  not  think  freedom  of  de- 
bate should  be  restricted  in  the  House.  It 
was  far  better  to  put  up  with  an  occasionally 
long  speech  than  to  lose  some  literary  gem  the 
loss  of  which  would  be  very  great. .  It  would  be 
a  step  in  the  wrong  direction  to  try  to  impede 
the  views  of  honourable  members  oeiug  given 
utterance  to.  He  had  Jbeen  reminded,  on  look- 
ing over  the  Journals  of  the  House,  that  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  himself 
— when  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill  was  before 
the  House — spoke  for  several  hours. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— No. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  if  not  for  hours,  at  all  events 
for  a  considerable  period.  He  thus  filled  up 
the  pages  of  Hansard  ;  and  for  what  ?  Not  in 
order  to  honestly  and  fairly  criticize  the  policy 
of  the  Bill,  but  to  factiously  oppose  a  measure 
introduced  bv  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  and  which  was  calculated  to  do 
great  good  to  the  colony  at  large.  He  had 
no  doubt  that,  unless  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  talked  rubbish,  he  could  not 
dream  of  talking  for  more  tlian  an  hour.  It 
was  lamentable  to  find  in  the  present  en- 
lightened age  that  a  gentleman  of  such  a  Tory 
turn  of  mind  could  be  returned  to  the  House. 
We  boasted  of  our  liberties  and  our  liberal  in- 
stitutions, but  occasionally — he  supposed  it  must 
be  by  some  **  fluke  "  or  another — an  honour- 
able gentleman  got  returned  to  the  House  in 
the  name  of  Liberalism  who  prostituted  all 
the  pledges  he  had  given  on  the  hustings  and 
brought  in  some  insidious  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lestxicting  the  liberty  of  debate«^    He 
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thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
object  to  also  restricting  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  a  great  pity  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  brought  this  motion  forward.  He 
thought  the  majority  of  members  would  refuse 
to  be  a  party  to  burking  a  debate  or  restricting 
the  liberty  of  speech.  His  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Auckland  Central  had  some- 
thing to  say ;  therefore  ho  was  very  glad  now  to 
give  way  to  him. 

Sir  G.  GKEY  said  this  was  a  very  serious 
question.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
interfering  with  the  liberty  of  debate.  In  his 
belief  the  privileges  of  honourable  members 
were  gradually  being  taken  away  from  them 
one  after  the  other,  mi  til  the  House  was 
cramped  and  confined  in  a  way  which  in 
former  years  it  knew  nothing  of.  For  in- 
stance, he  had  only  that  day  heard  that  the 
Speaker  and  one  honourable  member  had  as- 
sumed the  power  of  directing  what  portions  of 
speeches  might  be  struck  out  of  Hansard, 
This  was  not  done  by  the  Heporting  Debates 
Committee,  but  by  two  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee. It  was  a  most  serious  power  to  have 
assumed,  and  he  intended,  if  possible,  to  remedy 
the  evil.  But,  in  this  case,  to  have  a  speech 
reported  for  a  certain  time,  and  then  to  stop, 
was  very  bad  indeed.  The  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  might  have  spoken  for  an 
hour  on  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill,  but  it  was 
not  fair  to  prolong  the  debate  on  another  mea- 
sure until  half -past  twelve  in  order  to  prevent 
that  Bill  coming  forward.  And  there  was  no 
record  in  Hansard  by  which  they  could  trace 
the  fact  that  an  honourable  gentleman  had 
spoken  up  to  a  certain  time.  That  was  as  un- 
justifiable an  act  as  had  ever  been  performed 
in  that  House.  The  honourable  gentleman 
laughed 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said,  to  use  the  power  given 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  a  different 
purpose  —  namely,  for  the  purpose  of  not 
allowing  a  Bill  or  a  question  to  be  brought 
forward  —  what  greater  crime  in  a  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  could  have  been  committed  ? 
Was  it  right  that  a  member  of  a  certain  pro- 
fession should  prevent  that  profession  from 
being  remodelled  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
public — was  it  right  that  he  should  do  so 
by  talking  against  time,  or  talking  so  long 
that  the  measure  could  not  bo  brought  for- 
ward ?  Let  honourable  members  do  away  with 
Hansard  if  they  liked,  and  then  they  would  get 
better  reports  in  the  newspapers.  They  would 
thus  save  great  expense,  and  he  believed  they 
would  get  more  justice  and  fairness  shown  to 
honourable  members  than  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  must  say  that  he  never  spoke 
against  time,  nor  did  his  speech  have  the  effect 
of  shutting  out  the  consideration  of  the  Law 
Practitioners  Bill  on  any  occasion. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  was  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  did  not  serve  him  correctly. 

The  hour  of  half-past  Ave  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Sfeasjbb  left  the  ohair. 
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HOD8E   RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resomed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to 
say  what  I  wish  to  say,  in  the  absence  of  Minis- 
ters ;  bat  I  was  accidentally  out  of  the  House 
for  two  or  three  minutes  this  afternoon,  and  I 
understand  that  then  the  Premier  got  a  motion 
passed  that  the  discussion  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way contract  should  go  on  to-morrow  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  business. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  question  is  ordered 
to  come  on  to-morrow  at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  shall  object  to  that,  for 
one  reason,  and  probably  the  Premier  himself 
would  withdraw  his  motion  if  he  were  here. 
The  thing  is  this  :  A  large  tract  of  land  is  about 
to  be  given  up,  I  understand,  to  the  company 
to  form  and  construct  the  Midland  Railway, 
which  land  is  not  in  the  position  of  "  wild 
land,"  I  understand. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  has  ordered 
that  question  to  be  considered  to-morrow  at 
half-past  two  o'clock,  and  it  would  bo  an  irregu- 
larity to  discuss  the  motion  now. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — But  we  have  not  the  infor- 
mation before  us  that  we  require.  That  is  the 
point  I  wish  to  raise.  Wo  want  the  informa- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  return  for  which  I  asked. 
I  believe  this  land  is  occupied  already.  If 
necessary,  I  will  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  having  directed  the  Clerk 
to  call  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  cannot  move  the  adjounmient 
of  the  House  until  the  Orders  of  the  Day  are 
called  on. 

Mr.  G.  F.  KICHARDSON.— In  explanation, 
I  may  say  that,  with  regard  to  the  return  which 
tiie  honourable  gentleman  asked  for,  and  which 
was  ordered  by  the  House,  I  have  to-day  ma<^le 
inquiries,  and  directed  that  it  .shall  be  made 
ready  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  in  honourable  members'  hands 
to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  House  go 
into  Committee  on  the  Auctioneers  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  will  now  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House.  What  I  wish  to  say 
is  this :  I  was  accidentally  out  of  the  House 
for  a  few  minutes  to-day — I  had  no  idea  that 
the  question  then  under  discussion  would  end  so 
soon  ;  and  I  understand  that  the  Premier  then 
carried  a  motion  to  the  effect  that  to-morrow 
shall  bo  given  up  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Midland  Railway  question.  I  was  anxious  to 
meet  the  Premier  before  the  House  met,  but 
I  could  not  find  him,  or  I  should  not  have  had 
to  raise  this  question  now,  but  I  am  afraid  if 
I  do  not  do  so  I  shall  lose  my  opportunity.  I 
now  respectfully  and  most  earnestly  request 
him  not  to  bring  on  the  question  of  the  Midland 
Railway  until  the  return  for  which  I  have  asked 
with  regard  to  the  land  to  be  given  up  is  laid 
before  the  House  and  this  Parliament  has  had 
time  to  consider  it.  I  believe  that  the  House 
will  find  that  the  land  is  not  •*  wild  land  "  in 


any  sense  of  the  teem  ;  that  it  is  occupied,  and 
has  been  occupied  for  many  years,  by  many 
individuals,  and  is  now  yielding  to  the  pnbllc 
an  income  of  a  great  many  thousands  a  year. 
I  wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  my 
mind  exactly  on  that  point,  and  that  honour- 
able members  should  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  before  they  are  called  upon 
to  decide  this  great  and  important  question. 
What  I  ask  is  that  we  should  have  at  least  one 
day  after  the  return  is  laid  on  the  table  before 
considering  this  great  question.  Nothing  con 
exceed  it  in  importance.  We  may  be  giving  to 
gentlemen  for  lOs.  an  acre  land  which  is  worth 
a  great  deal  more  than  that.  We  are  quite  in 
the  dark  as  to  what  we  are  doing.  Therefore  I 
ask  the  Premier,  in  the  most  earnest  and  re- 
spectful manijcr,  to  allow  us  to  have  one  day 
after  that  return  is  laid  on  the  table  before  we 
consider  the  question.  I  am  sure  that,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  company,  in  justice  to  ourselves, 
in  justice  to  everybody,  that  delay  should  be 
granted. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.  —  I  second  the  motion  pro 
fonnn.  But  I  hope  the  Premier  will  not  agree 
to  this  proposition.  The  land  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  refers  has  been  available 
for  selection  by  the  company  ever  since  the 
first  Act  was  passed,  and  all  the  information 
that  could  be  obtained  with  regard  to  it  was 
obtained  and  laid  before  the  House  and  the 
public ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  re- 
turn long  ago  if  he  thought  it  necessar}\  The 
construction  of  this  railway  has  now  become — 
although  I  did  not  think  it  so  originally  —  a 
work  of  absolute  necessity,  for  such  a  com- 
mencement has  been  made  that  it  would  be  a 
very  great  calamity  if  it  should  suddenly  stop. 
The  Committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  the 
whole  matter,  and  to-day  brought  up  a  report 
which  will,  I  am  sure,  prove  to  any  honourable 
member  who  reads  it  impartially  that  the  Com- 
mittee have  bestowed  great  labour  and  great 
pains  upon  their  investigation,  and  have  striven 
to  arrive  at  a  compromise  which  should  include 
what  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  colony 
and  what  is  essential  to  the  company's  opera- 
tions being  carried  on.  To  my  mind,  that  was 
a  proper  spirit  in  which  to  enter  upon  their  de- 
liberations, and  that  is  the  sense  in  which,  I 
am  sure,  the  House  will  look  upon  it.  I  hope 
the  House  will  allow  of  no  attempt  to  cripple 
the  company  in  carrying  out  this  work.  If  any 
further  delay  takes  place  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a 
great  inconvenience  to  the  company.  Already 
we  have  exceeded  the  time  in  which  we  were 
expected  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  and  any 
further  delay  may  cause  the  work  to  be  stopped 
altogether.  I  hope  the  Premier  will  bo  firm 
and  will  not  permit  any  further  delay,  which 
would  cause  a  large  body  of  men  who  arc  now 
going  on  to  these  works  to  be  turned  adrift, 
thereby  causing  an  increase  in  the  depression 
already  too  much  felt  throughout  the  colony. 
I  trust  the  Premier  will  not  consent  to  this 
proposition. 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  makes  this  proposal  to  post- 
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pose  the  basiness  vrith  regard  to  the  Midland 
Railway  on  very  insufficient  grounds.  He  has  j 
not  adduced  a  single  argument  founded  on  fact 
in  favour  of  delay.  He  should  wait  until  he 
sees  the  proposal  laid  before  us,  and  then  take 
what  action  he  chooses.  No  more  land  is  pro- 
posed to  be  given  than  was.  in  the  original 
contract.  The  selection  is  confined  within  the 
authorised  area,  and,  outside  of  that,  takes 
nothing  from  the  colony.  I  look  with  as- 
tonishment, with  alarm,  and  I  would  even  say, 
if  I  might  say  so,  with  disgust  at  the  argument 
that  giving  land  to  a  company  to  carry  out  so 
important  a  work  as  this  is  talcing  land  from 
the  colony.  The  company  cannot  cart  the 
land  away,  or  put  it  on  board  ship  and  take 
it  away ;  they  must  make  profitable  use  of 
it.  I  hold  that  the  best  mode  of  colonising 
the  country  is  to  give  large  areas  of  land  to 
companies  to  make  railways.  The  time  has 
come  when  the  House  should  speak  with  no 
uncertain  sound  on  that  matter.  We  have 
seen  by  the  experience  of  the  past  that  Govern- 
ments do  not  colonise  the  country  ;  and  we  do 
see  how  much  better  that  great  work  is  carried 
out  by  companies,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Mana- 
"watu  Bailway,  and  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
case  of  this  Midland  Railway  and  the  Otago 
Central  Bailway.  They  are  tlie  people  who 
should  have  power  to  settle  people  on  the  land, 
and  to  give  means  of  communication  between 
the  central  portions  of  the  colony  and  the  sea- 
board. Then  we  shall  have  no  more  of  that 
slow,  snail-like  progress  which  has  been  our 
experience  during  the  last  nine  years.  Why, 
it  ba^  taken  the  Government  eight  years  to 
construct  eight  miles  of  the  Otago  Central 
Railway,  and  the  ^lidland  Bailway  Company 
have  constructed  eight  miles  in  six  months. 
That  is  the  difference  between  private  enter- 
prise and  official  pretension.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
statements  he  makes,  and  I  hope  he  will  with- 
draw his  motion.  He  will  see,  when  he  reads 
the  report,  that  the  Committee,  after  much 
tribulation,  has  taken  the  greatest  care  to  con- 
serve the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  to  do  it  no 
injury.  It  will  not  take  him  long  to  read  the 
report,  and  then  he  will  see  that  any  further 
delay  would  not  only  injure  the  colony  and  the 
company,  but  also  bring  about  that  result  which 
be  so  much  depreciates — great  injury  to  the 
unborn  millions. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  should  have  been 
very  glad  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman's 
views  if  it  were  not  so  late  in  the  session,  and 
if  this  were  not  a  really  urgent  matter.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  have  not  got  the  information 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  desires.  I  do 
not  know  how  it  is  that  it  has  not  been  pro- 
duced ;  but  I  submit  that  whatever  names  may 
appear  in  that  return  cannot  alter  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  main  question  as  to 
whether  the  land  is  to  be  granted  to  the  com- 
pany or  not.  This  land  has  been  under  ofier 
to  the  company  since  1884.  There  is  no  altera- 
tion whatever  in  that ;  so  that  I  cannot  think 
that  whatever  we  may  find  out  as  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  land  can  have  any  effect  on  our 


decision.  Besides  that,  the  ownership  of  the 
land  is  no  secret.  These  gentlemen  have  been 
in  occupation  of  those  lands  for  yeais,  and 
the  amount  of  rental  paid  by  the  occupiers  of 
the  land  within  the  authorised  area  is  £11,000 
a  year.  I  am  sorry  that,  being  engaged  in 
Cabinet  until  the  House  met,  I  was  not  able 
to  meet  the  honourable  genii eman.  I  think, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  we  must  deal  with 
this  question  to-morrow.  No  doubt  it  will  take 
some  time,  and  all  the  information  required 
will  be  available  long  before  the  Act  is  passed 
which  will  be  necessary  to  give  legal  effect  to 
the  contract  proposed  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  as  I  understand,  asks  for  a 
little  more  delay,  in  order  that  honourable 
members  may  further  study  the  contract  which 
has  been  laid  on  the  table  to-day.  His  reason, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  not  a  very  strong  one, 
and  for  this  reason :  that,  practically,  all  the 
information  he  needs,  as  regards  the  amount  of 
rent  paid  for  this  land,  is  already  before  the 
House  and  the  Commiiteo.  He  is  only  asking 
for  details,  and  those  details  are  not  necessary. 
But  I  would  support  him  on  another  ground 
altogether — upon  this  ground :  that  I  do  think 
it  is  false  policy  for  us  to  in  any  way  hurry 
the  House  in  the  consideration  of  this  contract. 
I  think  it  would  be  wise  if  members  of  the 
House  outside  the  Committee  were  allowed 
some  considerable  time  to  study  carefully  all 
the  details  of  the  proposed  contract,  in  order 
that  they  may  come  down  here  with  a  know- 
ledge of  what  they  are  going  to  vote  upon. 
Upon  that  ground  I  would  support  the  honour- 
able gentleman ;  but-  upon  his  own  ground  I 
would  not,  for  there  is  nothing  in  it.  I  know 
from  experience  that  the  original  contract  was 
hurried,  and  upon  that  ground  I  would  support 
him  in  asking  for  a  little  time  for  the  House  to 
consider  this  contract,  if  the  Premier  saw  his 
way  to  grant  it.  For  my  own  part,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Midland  Bailway  Committee,  I  do  not 
want  more  time ;  but  I  think  there  are  some 
members  of  the  House  who  would  be  better  for 
having  more  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— I  will  not  detain  the 
House  more  than  one  minute ;  but  I  would  ask 
the  House  to  consider  whether  such  a  request  as 
this,  coming  from  the  irreconcilable  enemy  of 
the  Midland  Bailway  Company  and  its  railway, 
should  be  given  that  weight  which  a  request 
would  have  supposing  it  came  from  a  gentleman 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East, 
who  may  come  fresh  to  the  question  and  may 
honestlv  want  information  regarding  it.  We 
knew  that  no  information  that  can  be  given 
would  reconcile  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  to  the  making  of  this  line. 
He  does  not  want  the  railway  made ;  he  does 
not  want  the  company  to  be  a  success ;  he  does 
not  want  the  contract  to  be  agreed  to;  and 
therefore  he  is  here  to-night  to  stand  up  and 
propose  any  conceivable  step  which  may  have 
the  effect  of  delaying  the  proceeding.  But  I 
will  say  this :  The'  land  to  which  he  referred 
is  the  land  north  of  the  Bakaia  Biver,  and 
certainly  I  gathered  from  the  remarks  which. 
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fell  from  him  that  he  would  like  this  House  to 
understand  that  there  was  land  there  of  con- 
siderable value  which  was  going  to  be  thrown 
away.  Now,  coming  from  that  district  myself, 
I  happen  to  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
land  in  question.  North  of  the  Bakaia  Kiver 
there  is  no  land  left  to  give  to  the  company,  ex- 
cept such  land  as  even  the  land-speculators  in 
the  land-fever  of  1877-78-79  refused  to  look  at 
for  £2  an  acre.  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  land  then  had  an  inflated  and  exaggerated 
value  in  Canterbury,  and  men  were  giving  £2  an 
acre  for  land  for  which  they  would  not  give  £1 
an  acre  now ;  but  even  then  this  land  in  ques- 
tion was  not  considered  worth  £2  an  acre,  and  if 
it  was  not  then  considered  worth  that  amount 
it  is  not  worth  anything  like  that  now.  So  far 
as  the  land  in  the  ranges  is  concerned,  no  doubt 
here  and  there  in  the  valleys  there  are  bits  of 
good  land ;  but  there  is  no  immense  amount  of 
land  there  available  for  settlement.  There  are 
no  large  areas  the  throwing-away  of  which  we 
should  have  reason  to  regret.  And  with  regard 
to  the  land  held  by  pastoral  tenants,  the  occu- 
piers referred  to  by  Uie  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  the  Premier  has  already  ex- 

flained  the  amount  of  rent  paid  by  them  ;  and 
may  say  this :  that,  where  small  areas  of  good 
land  are  in  their  hands,  though  the  land  may 
be  good,  yet  it  is  so  blocked  by  freehold  that  it 
is  perfectly  impossible  for  the  public  to  get  at 
it.  If  it  were  given  to  the  company,  then  no 
doubt  the  company  might  make  arrangements 
with  the  large  freeholders  by  which  access 
could  be  got  to  that  land. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — Sir,  "the  irreconcilable 
enemy  of  the  Midland  Railway ! "  Its  first 
friend. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes  ;  the  first  man  who  olj- 
tained  a  vote  of  money  to  carry  it  on.  The 
very  first  man  who  made  preparations  for  its 
construction  and  carefully  laid  down  plans  to 
complete  it,  and  to  complete  it  without  robbing 
the  people  of  the  country  of  their  lands.  What 
has  the  honourable  member  who  last  spoke 
told  us  ? — that  the  lands  still  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment were  so  blocked  in  by  private  lands  that 
they  were,  comparatively  speaking,  useless, 
and  could  be  rendered  useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  point  of  fact,  unless  the  company 
got  possession  of  them,  and  made  friendly 
terms  with  those  who  blocked  them  in.  What 
did  they  block  them  in  for?  Manifestly,  to 
rob  the  public,  —  to  get  possession  of  more 
than  they  paid  for,  by  cutting  off  the  public 
from  their  own  lands.  And  who  managed 
that?  The  public  officers  and  the  public  ser- 
vants of  the  day,  who  were  the  guardians  of 
the  public  rights.  These  are  the  men  that  I 
am  the  irreconcilable  enemy  of.  I  wish 
honourable  gentlemen  to  consider  this.  I  ask 
for  one  day's  delay  after  the  paper  is  put 
upon  the  table  that  we  might  consider  it,  that 
we  might  know  what  we  are  doing :  and  I  am 
told  that  I  ask  for  what  I  ought  not  to  ask ;  I 
am  told  that  I  have  no  business  to  ask  for 
these  details.  I  say  that  I  have  every  right  and 
every  duty  to  do  it.  Of  whom  am  I  the  irre- 
Mr.  W,  P.  Beeves 


concilable  enemy  ?  Of  those  who  would  create 
thousands  of  paupers  in  New  Zealand.  Why, 
land  means  political  power.  Already,  I  say, 
from  that  country  that  is  now  about  to  be 
taken  the  people  have  unjustly  been  shut 
out  for  years;  and  was  it  too  much  for  me, 
who  am  trying  to  see  that  the  public  rights 
are  fairly  preserved,  to  ask  for  one  day's  delay 
till  we  know  what  I  deemed  it  to  be  of  great 
importance  I  should  know  before  I  take  any 
further  steps  ?  I  ask,  was  it  right,  when  I  asked 
for  this  return — which  could  have  been  so  easily 
prepared — to  get  up  and  make  a  motion  by  which 
the  House  was  to  be  committed  to  this  trans- 
action before  the  return  was  upon  the  table? 
Why  that  haste  ?  When  I  first  asked  for  the 
return  I  was  told  that  a  few  hours  could  produce 
it ;  and  I  believe  it  could  do  so.  Why,  then, 
is  such  haste  now  made  to  bring  this  question 
forward  ?  I  say  that  I  believe  the  return  vrill 
probably  bring  out  facts  which  might  greatiy 
alter  the  opinions  on  this  question.  I  knew 
the  storm  of  attack  I  was  to  encounter  when 
I  rose  to-night.  I  came  here  with  sadness, 
knowing  what  was  before  me.  I  knew  I 
should  have  to  face  an  honourable  gentle- 
man who  spoke  with  considerable  vehemence 
just  now  when  his  Railway  Bill  came  on, 
which  wa>s  somewhat  to  the  same  purpose.  I 
knew  that  I  must  expose  myself  to  these 
attacks :  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  encounter 
them,  and  I  have  done  it.  I  say  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Premier — and  I  warn  him  that  hereafter 
the  country  will  say  he  has  not  fulfilled  his 
duty  if  he  does  not  allow  that  return  I  have 
asked  for  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  to  lie 
here  for  one  day  till  we  know  what  it  contains 
and  make  our  judgment  on  the  subject.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  made 
use  of  arguments  that  surprised  me.  He  is  too 
great  a  lawyer  not  to  know  the  fallacy  of  what 
he  was  putting  to  the  House.  The  amended 
contract  should  be  agreed  to,  he  says,  because 
it  would  be  a  great  calamity  if  it  fell  through. 
Was  not  that  an  admission  of  a  belief  that  if 
that  return  was  put  on  the  table  and  lay  there 
for  one  day  the  contract  might  fall  through  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes,  it  was  an  avowal  of  his 
belief  that  there  was  something  in  it  which 
would  cause  it  to  fall  through.  Either  it 
means  that  or  it  has  no  meaning.  I  appeal 
to  all  who  hear  me,  what  other  construction 
should  be  placed  upon  his  speech  ?  He  hoped 
— and  he  repeated  it — that  this  House  would 
not  delay,  and  that  it  would  not  take  any  steps 
that  would  cause  the  contract  to  fall  throo^i. 
I  say  it  ought  to  fall  through.  That  is  my 
firm  belief,  and  that  you  ought  not  to  maka 
paupers  of  so  vast  a  number  of  the  future  popa- 
lation  of  New  Zealand.  Land  gives  political 
power.  I  was  here  in  the  House  the  other 
night  when  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  made  his  statement,  and  he  de- 
scribed this  Board  sitting  in  London  as  a  Boasd 
of  amiable  and  excellent  men,  who  only  wanted 
to  fill  this  country  with  population,  and  not  to 
make  great  fortunes  by  keeping  the  land  in 
their  own  hands.   He  described  them  one  alter 
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another,  and  I  was  <}nite  faBcinated  as  he  went 
on  with  his  descriptions.  But  I  did  not  allow 
my  judgment  to  be  led  astray.  I  saw  men  out 
of  work,  families  starving,  sheep  where  human 
beings  ought  to  be,  and  a  few  shepherds  em- 
ployed where  there  ought  to  be  thousands  of 
workmen ;  and  I  steeled  my  heart  against  those 
comfortable  gentlemen  sitting  round  a  table 
in  London,  and  making  so  much  out  of  this 
country.  And  then  I  went  away  and  I  thought, 
"*I  have  been  hearing  in  the  House  that  the 
only  object  of  these  good  men  is  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  That  is  what  they  want." 
And  I  went  to  the  book  of  "Freeholders  of 
New  Zealand"  and  looked.  I  went  over  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  he  had  named,  and 
I  saw  the  name  of  one  who  holds  eighty-nine 
thousand  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  this  rail- 
way, and  has  done  so  for  many  years,  and 
has  not  parted  with  an  acre  of  the  land  to 
the  people  of  the  country  or  to  give  wealth  to 
the  population  of  New  Zealand :  it  remains  in 
the  main.  And  I  know  the  misery  that  now 
prevails  in  our  great  cities  and  elsewhere  which 
18  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  that  occupation  of 
the  land ;  and  I  saw  that  now  millions  of  acres 
were  to  be  given  away  again  to  a  company 
of  which  this  gentleman  and  his  friends  are 
directors,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  would  get  nothing.  What  do  we  see  ? 
We  see  that,  whilst  these  millions  of  acres  are 
going  to  absentees — millions  of  acres  subject  to 
no  conditions  whatever,  absolute  freehold — the 
poor  in  New  Zealand,  if  they  got  fifty  acres,  had 
to  sign  a  pledge  that  they  hod  no  expectation 
of  getting  a  freehold  hereafter.  And  not  only 
that,  but  they  were  required  to  sign  a  pledge  that 
they  would  live  on  it  all  their  lives  and  occupy 
one  spot,  often  of  miserable  land,  which  was 
given  to  them  for  their  whole  existence,  and  that 
their  children  afterwards  must  hold  it  on  the 
same  conditions,  subject  to  an  increasing  rent. 
And  to  these  rich  gentlemen  of  London  you  are 
going  to  hand  over  millions  of  acres  under  no 
condition  of  occupation  whatever.  They  may 
liyo  in  London  and,  as  absentees,  collect  their 
rents  in  this  country  from  an  impoverished 
people,  and  not  live  here  at  all.  Is  it  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  I  am  the  irreconcilable  enemy 
of  such  transactions?  Why  are  these  people 
to  have  this  land  in  freehold,  keeping  out 
the  unfortunate  New-Zealanders,  who  are  the 
owners  of  the  land,  the  actual  owners  ?  Every 
little  gutter-child  in  Wellington  has  a  right 
and  interest  in  this  land  which  you  are  about 
to  take,  every  human  being  in  Wellington 
has  an  equal  right,  and  you  are  about  to  de- 
prive them  of  tiiat  right,  and  hand  them  all 
over  to  distant  landlords.  I  say  tho  men  who 
do  these  things  are  the  irroconcilablo  enemies 
that  have  to  be  eneountered,  and  not  the  one 
individual  who  stands  up  alone  to-night, 
amidst  howls  of  execration  from  every  side. 
I  can  fancy  nothing  more  terrible  than  to 
make  the  people  of  New  Zealand  sell  their 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  for  one  job  for 
payment  of  which  they  are  to  find  the  money, 
and  when  they  have  completed  the  job  to  be 
turned  off  by  Wae  landlords,  beggars,  themselves 


and  their  children.  Why,  no  more  monstrouB 
thing  was  ever  proposed  to  me.    I  think  that 

nothing  in  Dante's  description  of  Purgatory 

the  honourable  gentleman  may  laugh,  but  I 
know  his  conscience  smites  him.  I  am  certain 
of  t^is  :  I  know  that  his  conscience  smites  him 
as  I  speak;  that  he  feels  in  his  heart  I  am 
speivking  the  truth,  and  that  he  is  the  enemy 
of  his  countrjrmen,  and  that  I  am  not.  I  say 
this:  that  nothing  that  Dante  has  conceived 
is  more  terrible  than  this.  It  means  that  we 
shall  set  an  almost  starving  people  to  work  on 
a  railway  upon  their  own  land,  and  the  pay- 
ment they  have  to  get  is  the  one  job,  and  they 
are  to  part  with  their  land  for  ever.  Worn 
with  toil,  worn  often  with  misery  in  the  places 
they  will  be  sent  to  work  at,  they  have  to 
labour  away,  and  for  the  one  job  that  they  get 
upon  their  own  property  they  are  to  be  de- 
prived of  all  that  men  ought  to  hold  dear: 
they  are  making  their  own  chains.  And  then 
the  Premier  refuses  now  to  allow  a  single  day's 
delay  that  a  document  which  I  believe  will  be 
of  great  importance  may  be  looked  at  by  myself 
and  other  persons  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
matter.  I  do  not  care  what  may  be  said,  but 
in  making  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  feel  I 
have  done  my  duty.  I  do  not  want  to  delay 
the  business  of  the  House,  but  I  feel  that  not 
one  sacrifice  will  be  made,  but  many — the 
masses  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  few. 

Hon.  Membbes. — No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— But  I  know  better.  I  know 
the  truth ;  yet  I  would  rather  let  one  man 
suffer,  and  let  the  wrongs  of  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  be  at  least  contended  for :  and  I  shall 
not  cease  to  speak  on  this  subject  as  long  as 
this  question  is  before  the  House.  I  believe 
it  will  be,  without  exception,  one  of  the  worst 
transactions  that  a  British  Legislature  ever 
entered  into. 

Motion  negatived. 
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O'Conor  Tanner 

Parata  Taylor 
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Bichardson,  E.  Yogel 
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Seddon 

Smith  Tellers. 

Steward,  W.  J.  McKenzie,  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D.  Beeves,  W.  P. 
Majority  for,  3. 


^Motion  agreed  to. 

CEMETEBIES  BILL. 
LIr.  MOSS  would  not  detain  the  House  long 
in  explaining  the  nature  of  this  Bill.  A  clause 
in  **  The  Cemeteries  Act,  1882,"  enacted  that  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  eveiy  local  authority  to 
provide  a  public  cemetery  where  sufficient  pro- 
vision had  not  otherwise  been  made;  but  no 
means  were  provided  to  enable  local  authorities 
to  obtain  funds  for  that  purpose.  Now,  there 
were  in  the  Auckland  District,  and  no  doubt  in 
other  districts  throughout  the  colony,  very  suit- 
able and  convenient  spots  the  owners  of  which 
were  perfectly  willing  to  appropriate  them  as 
public  cemeteries  in  consideration  of  receiving 
the  fees  for  burjring  the  dead.  In  fact,  they 
would  introduce  into  New  Zealand  the  same 
system  of  public  cemeteries  which  had  proved 
80  successful  in  England  and  many  other  parts 
of  the  world.  That  was  the  whole  purport  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  provided  that  the  localautho- 
rity  desiring  a  cemetery  might  make  the  need- 
ful arrangement,  but  it  was  also  expressly  pro- 
vided that  the  local  authority  of  the  district  in 
-which  the  intended  cemetery  was  to  be  placed 
must  likewise  consent.  That  was  one  safe- 
guard ;  and  another  was  that  the  Governor  in 
Council  must  be  satisfied  as  to  sanitary  and 
other  conditions  before  proclaiming  the  ceme- 
tery. Then,  the  owners  of  the  land  were  to  be 
declared  trustees  under  the  Cemeteries  Act,  and 
in  that  capacity  would  have  to  be  governed 
by  the  provisions  of  that  Act.  The  bur3ring  of 
poor  people  was  provided  for ;  and  there  was 
also  provision  for  each  denomination  to  have 
power  to  set  aside  land  for  itself.  The  separate 
portions  might  be  consecrated  if  any  of  the 
Churches  desired  to  have  consecration.  In 
fact,  all  the  provisions  which  attached  to  a 
public  cemetery  would  attach  to  the  land 
taken  under  this  Bill,  and  every  safeguard  was 
taken  against  possible  abuse.  He  could  assure 
the  House  that,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the  only 
purpose  intended  by  the  Borough  Council  of 
Pamell  and  by  the  Councils  of  the  neighbouring 
boroughs,  at  whose  instance  he  was  taking  the 
matter  up,  was  to  establish  a  cemetery  wHcre 
one  was  very  much  needed.  It  cost  £34,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  by  the  New  Zealand  Herald^ 
to  be  buried  in  Auckland  now ;  and  all  that  was 
sought  was  to  put  the  people  in  a  better  position. 
There  were  beautiful  spots  in  the  neighbour- 
hood which  he  had  referred  to  to  which  no 
exception  could  be  taken.  At  this  moment  the 
local  authorities  were  helpless  to  carry  out  their 
desire ;  but  under  this  Bill  the  persons  who 
owned  the  land  would  be  willing  to  appropriate 


it,  and  would  trust  to  the  fees  for  their  re- 
muneration. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  had  very  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  this  Bill  as  far  as  it  went.  A  very 
important  amendment  was  required  in  the 
Cemeteries  Act,  in  the  direction  of  giving  power 
to  cemetery  trustees  to  deal  with  portions  of 
reserves  until  wanted  for  cemetery  purposes. 
For  instance,  in  several  districts  laiige  areas 
were  vested  in  these  trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
a  cemeteiy.  Trustees  could  clear  a  few  acres 
of  the  reserve,  and  the  rest  of  the  land,  not 
being  required  for  the  purposes  of  a  cemetMy 
for  many  years  to  come,  could  be  leased  in 
order  to  recoup  them  that  expense.  He  thought 
power  should  be  given  to  them  to  lease  such 
portions  of  the  reserve  as  were  not  required  im- 
mediately for  burial  purposes,  and  a  clause  to 
that  effect  in  the  Bill  would  be  of  very  great 
advantage.  A  limit  might,  of  course,  be  put  on 
their  power,  say,  to  lease  the  land  for  seven, 
fourteen,  or  twenty-one  years,  but  the  trustees 
would  have  discretionary  power  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  In  the  district  he  represented  a 
case  had  occurred  directly  in  point,  where  a 
large  area  of  land  had  been  set  aside  for  ceme- 
tery purposes,  and  through  the  construction  of 
the  Midland  Railway  a  township  had  sprang 
up  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
cemetery.  There  was  no  other  land  avculable 
for  that  purpose,  and  a  portion  of  the  cemetery 
was  actually  occupied  by  trespassers ;  and  the 
trustees  were  anxious  to  let  that  portion  for  a 
short  term  of  years.  No  power  to  do  this  was 
given  under  the  present  Act,  and  he  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  that  effect  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  must  rise  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  BUI.  He  understood  that 
the  proposed  cemetery  was  in  the  centre  of  a 
thickly- populated  district  in  the  suburbn  of 
Auckland.  There  was  another  feature  in  the 
Bill  to  which  he  objected,  and  that  was  that  it 
gave  to  local  bodies  power  to  acquire  land  tx 
cemeteries.  He  strongly  objected  to  any  such 
power  being  put  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
bodies,  because  if  that  were  given  every  little 
local  body  in  the  colony  would  want  to  esta- 
blish a  cemetery  in  its  neighbourhood.  Tbey 
knew  from  past  experience  that  cemeteries 
were  often  placed  close  to  their  houses,  and 
the  object  of  the  colony  of  late  years  had  been 
to  remove  these  cemeteries  as  far  as  possible 
from  habitations,  but  if  this  Bill  passed  thej 
would  be  reversing  that  policy.  He  would 
therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  moved  the  second  readkig  had 
not  noticed  the  leading  principle  of  this 
Bill,  which  was  contained  in  the  3rd  clause, 
which  provided  that  cemeteries  were  to  be 
owned  oy  private  individuals  and  managed 
by  them  for  their  own  pecuniary  benefit.  That 
seemed  to  bo  a  very  serious  thing  indeed ;  and, 
as  the  Bill  had  not  been  circulated  many 
hours — ^indeed,  he  might  almost  say  minutes- 
he  did  not  think  the  House  should  approve  of 
it  without  full  consideration.  He  did  not  feel 
by  any  means  satisfied  that  it  was  right  that  a 
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eemefcery  shoald  be  managed  by  private  indi- 
viduals for  their  own  benefit.  Certainlyv  the 
fixing  of  fees  for  the  burial  of  persons,  and  the 
right  to  insist  on  payment  although  the  relatives 
were  poor  people,  should  not  be  left  to  such  in- 
dividuals. The  public  bodies  should  have  these 
powers  intrusted  to  them,  and  he  would  vote 
against  the  Bill  unless  he  was  convinced  by 
argument  that  there  was  no  objection  to  private 
individuals  retaining  burial-grounds  as  their 
own  property  and  deriving  fees  from  them. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
the  measure  had  not  gone  into  that  point,  nor 
had  any  other  honourable  member  who  had 
spoken  upon  it ;  and  he  (Mr.  Samuel)  would  test 
the  feeling  of  the  House  as  to  whether  they 
should  rush  into  a  new  departure  such  as  was 
provided  here,  by  moving,  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that,  as  the 
honourable  member  had  made  a  speech  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bill,  he  could  not  move  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  seconded  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, and  would  say,  in  connection  with 
it,  that  he  thought  the  House  should  be  care- 
ful what  it  was  doing  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
had  given  one  strong  reason  against  the  Bill, 
and  that  was  that  it  enabled  individuals  who 
owned  blocks  of  land  and  could  not  sell  them 
for  building  purposes  to  use  them  as  ceme- 
teries. The  Bill  had  been  a  very  short  time 
before  honourable  members,  and  they  required 
time  to  look  through  it.  It  was  not  in  the 
pigeon-holes  at  two  o'clock  that  day,  but  had 
only  just  been  distributed.  Before  going 
further  with  the  Bill  every  honourable  mem- 
ber should  understand  exactly  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  done. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  the  House  should  be 
able  to  decide  upon  this  Bill.  The  question 
was,  whether  it  would  be  right  to  allow  local 
bodies  to  acquire  burial-grounds,  and,  if  they 
had  not  the  means  to  purchase  these,  to  con- 
tract with  other  people,  under  proper  rules  and 
regulations.  The  House,  he  thought,  was  able 
to  discuss  the  vital  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  would  therefore  oppose  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  hoped  the  House  would  not 
consent  to  the  adjournment,  because  there  were 
other  parts  of  the  Cemeteries  Act  that  really 
required  amending ;  and  if  they  adjourned  this 
debate  there  would  be  very  little  chance  of  the 
Bill  seeing  the  light  of  day  again  this  session. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  would  point  out,  in 
answer  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West,  that  the  honourable  member  was  rot 
quite  so  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
as  he  would  lead  the  House  to  believe.  The 
honourable  member  had  had  a  copy  of  the  Bill 
for  several  weeks 

Mr.  GOLDIE  would  like  to  say  that  the  Bill 
bad  been  entirely  altered. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  leading  features 
of  the  Bill  were  contained  iu  the  document  that 


had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  West  for  some  weeks. 

Mr.  SEDDON  supported  the  adjournment  in 
order  to  give  honourable  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  perusing  the  law  now  in  force  with 
regard  to  cemeteries,  so  as  to  briqg  forward 
such  amendments  in  the  existing  law  as  would 
deal  with  the  question  in  a  satisfactory  and 
definite  manner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  from  the  existing 
state  of  the  law,  he  could  show  that  the  House 
should  go  further  than  was  provided  in  this 
Bill,  and  therefore  they  should  not  continue 
the  debate  at  once,  but  adjourn  it  to  a  later 
period  of  the  session.  The  Bill  had  only  re- 
cently been  printed.  That  was  a  reason  for 
adjournment,  and  another  was  that  the  Bill 
contained  only  four  clauses,  whereas  any  mea- 
sure dealing  with  the  question  of  cemeteries  and 
burials  ought  to  have  four-and-forty  clauses. 
As  there  was  only  a  limited  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  honourable  members,  it  seemed  to  him 
impossible  to  do  justice  to  this  question  with- 
out an  adjournment.  The  public  did  not  possess 
a  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  this  Bill,  and 
those  interested  in  it  were  not  aware  that  a 
Bill  of  so  important  a  nature  was  before  the 
Legislature.  The  Bill  was  virtually  a  local 
one,  under  the  guise  of  being  a  public  one  ;  and 
that  also  was  a  ground  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  because  before  the  question  came 
up  again  it  would  have  been  brought  by  means 
of  the  Press  under  the  notice  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district  particularly  affected. 

Mr.  MONK  rose  to  a  x>oint  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  was  dodging 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  and  setting  a  very  bad 
example  to  young  members. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  that  the  words 
"  dodging  the  ruling  of  the  Chair "  should  be 
taken  down  or  withdrawn.  They  were  words 
the  meaning  of  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand. 

Mr.  MONK  would  withdraw  them  with 
great  pleasure.  The  honourable  member  must 
excuse  him.  He  (Mr.  Monk)  was  not  so  experi- 
enced in  the  use  of  language ;  in  fact  he  had 
not  the  lingual  profligacy  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  short  in  that  way  he  made  up 
for  it  in  others  far  worse.  He  considered  the  re- 
mark a  reflection  upon  Mr.  Speaker,  as  it  was  an 
attempt  to  make  out  that  Mr.  Speaker  neglected 
his  duty,  and  permitted  an  honourable  member 
to  circumvent  his  ruling  by  speaking  outside 
the  subject-matter  of  the  debate.  He  hoped 
the  mover  would  not  press  the  question  that 
the  adjournment  be  for  three  months,  because 
if  that  were  carried  the  Bill  would  not  come  up 
again  during  the  session,  as  it  would  do  if  the 
adjournment  were  for  three  days  or  a  week. 
It  might  be  for  a  fortnight,  and  then  honourable 
gentlemen,  knowing  that  that  would  be  the  last 
night  for  transaction  of  private  business,  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  bet- 
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ter  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  Bills  without  de- 
bating them.  The  straightforward  method  of 
killing  the  Bill  would  be  to  move  that  it  be 
lead  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
They  had  a  number  of  young  members  in  the 
House^  and  he  wished  respectfully  to  point  out 
to  them  what  effect  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  would  have  if  carried.  If  the  honour- 
able member  was  powerful  enough,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  members  carried  the  adjournment,  he 
would  ask  them  to  be  lenient  and  say  that  the 
adjournment  should  only  be  for  one  week ;  and 
if  the  adjournment  were  carried  he  would  move 
that  it  should  only  be  for  that  time,  so  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  proceeding  with  his  Bill  this 
session.  It  was  necessary  to  give  time  and 
attention  to  Bills  of  this  kind,  which  ap- 
plied not  merely  to  one  particular  locality,  but 
might  be  applied  in  a  wider  manner.  The 
honourable  member  for  Pamell,  who  was  so 
careful  in  anything  he  undertook,  had  con- 
vinced the  House  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  carry  the  motion  for  adjournment ;  but  ho 
hoped  the  House  would  be  lenient  with  him. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  not  a  young 
member.  Taking  the  respective  ages  of  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Pamell  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  the 
former  was  considerably  handicapped;  and, 
taking  the  average  of  life  at  threescore  years 
and  ten,  his  honourable  friend  could  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  very  many  more 
Bills  into  the  House.  He  thought  the  very 
title  of  the  Bill  was  suggestive,  and  he  hoped, 
under  the  circumstances  he  had  mentioned, 
honourable  members  would  not  be  so  cruel  as 
to  adjourn  the  debate  over  that  night.  Perhaps 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  had  some 
nice  spot  selected,  where  the  willows  waved — 
in  fact,  a  spot  that  was  in  reality  a  spot  of 
beauty  and  ]oy  for  ever;  or,  in  the  words  of  the 
poet, — 

A  shady  and  beautiful  ncok 

Near  the  murmuring  and  rippling  brook. 

Mr.  HOBBS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  the  honourable  member 
was  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  wandering  away  somewhat  from  the 
question,  and  must  ask  him  to  keep  to  the 
point  at  issue,  which  was  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  confine  himself  solely  to 
the  question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
Was  it  reasonable  that  they  should  adjourn  the 
debate  without  reasons  being  given  for  such 
adjournment  ?  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  as  one  who 
had  gone  into  the  Bill  carefully?  Was  the 
House  to  be  weighed  by  no  argument  on  one 
side  as  against  forcible  argument  on  the  other 
and  grant  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  for 
three  months  ?  He  said  at  once  No ;  and  ho 
hoped  the  majority  of  the  House  would,  with 
him,  refuse  to  carry  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate ;  or,  if  the  adjournment  were  carried,  he 
should  take  the  opportunity  he  was  entitled  to 
of  moving  that  the  adjournment  be  for  one 
Mr,  Seddon 


week  only.  It  was  with  a  view  of  aasistiiig  his 
honourable  friend  that  he  had  spoken  as  he 
had  done. 

Mr.  HOBBS  hoped  the  House  would  not 
consent  to  an  adjournment  of  this  debate. 
There  were  many  honourable  members  who 
wislied  to  speak  on  the  main  question  and 
point  out  the  advantages  of  the  Bill,  but  who 
would  be  prevented  from  doing  so  if  the  debate 
were  adjourned.  He  thought  it  would  be  a 
very  cruel  thing  to  do  this,  and  he  should  vote 
against  the  adjournment. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Atks,  22. 


Allen 

Mackenzie,  M 

Samuel 

Barron 

Newman 

S.-Menteath 

Bruce 

Ormond 

Thompson,  B. 

Fitzherbert 

Pyke 

Wilson. 

Fulton 

Reeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Graham 

Rhodes 

Telltrt. 

Hislop 

Richardson,  G.  Goldie 

Izstrd 

Russell 
Noes,  62. 

^lackenzie,  T. 

Ballance 

Kelly 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Beetham 

Kerr 

Richardson,  E. 

Blake 

Lance 

Ross 

Buchanan 

Lamach 

Seddon 

Buxton 

Lawry 

Seymour 

Cowan 

Levestam 

Smith 

Dodson 

Loughrey 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Duncan 

Macarthur 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Peldwick 

March  ant 

Tanner 

Fergus 

McGregor 

Taylor 

Fisher 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser 

Moat 

TumbuU 

Grimmond 

^loss 

Whytc 
Withy. 

Hamlin 

O'Conor 

Hodgkinson       Parata 
Jackson  Peacock  Tellers. 

Jones  Pearson  Guinness 

Joyce  Perceval     •       Hobbs. 

^lajority  against,  80. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  wished  to  direct  at- 
tention to  one  or  two  provisions  in  this  Bill, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  hurriedly  prepared, 
and  if  it  were  passed  in  its  present  shape  it 
would  lead  to  some  complications.  He  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  land  being  acquired  not 
by  purcliase,  but  by  lease,  or  in  any  other  way 
for  burying  purposes  ;  but  there  was  ono  qaes- 
tion  involved  here,  and  that  was  this :  In  the 
first  place,  there  were  no  regulations  as  to  the 
fees  to  be  charged  by  the  owners  of  the  ceme- 
tery. In  the  next  place,  the  Bill  provided 
that  the  owners  of  the  piece  of  land  were  to 
be  trustees  within  tlie  meaning  of  the  Act. 
This,  he  submitted,  would  lead  to  inconvenient 
results  in  many  instances,  because  the  owner 
of  the  land  might  be  an  infant  under  tvrcntj- 
one  years,  and  this  person  was  liable  to  certain 
pains  and  penalties  unless  he  kept  a  record  ci 
burials,  and  made  certain  returns.  These  trus- 
tees or  their  managers  were  bound  to  register 
various  details  in  connection  with  burials.  A 
person  might  become  the  owner  of  the  land  who 
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was  an  infant,  and  a  very  unsatisfactory  state 
of  things  might  arise.  He  thought  there  were 
tfther  defects  in  the  Bill  which  the  mover  of  it 
ought  to  draw  attention  to.  He  believed  he 
was  right  in  stating  that  x>erhap8  one  of  the 
best  cemeteries  in  the  world,  and  the  one  which 
attracted  the  largest  number  of  visitors,  and 
which  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  country, 
was  the  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  Now 
York.  That  cemetery  was  managed  by  private 
enterprise,  and  had  been  very  successful ;  and 
be  saw  no  objection  whatever  to  an  arrange- 
ment of  this  sort  being  carried  out.  Still,  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  would  lead  to  very  mis- 
chievous and  probably  very  serious  conse- 
quences unless  it  was  materially  altered. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said  there  were  several  objec- 
tions to  be  taken  to  this  Bill  in  Committee.  If 
it  were  passed  in  its  present  shape  the  local 
bodies  might  act  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  ratepayers  and  residents  of  a  dis- 
trict, as  the  question  did  not  in  any  degree 
enter  into  the  contest  when  those  bodies  were 
elected,  and  this  Bill  gave  a  local  body  power  to 
inflict  what  a  community  might  look  upon  as 
on  injustice  but  have  no  power  to  prevent.  He 
would  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  altbongh  in  Committee  it  would  require 
to  bci  considerably  amended. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  think  there  could  be 
much  objection  made  to  the  principle  of  this 
Bill — ^namely,  that  private  individuals  should 
be  able  to  devote  their  land  to  cemetery  pur- 
poses where  it  was  desirable  to  enable  local 
bodies  to  have  a  place  of  burial  which  was  con- 
venient and  suitable.  Of  course  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  House,  in  dealing  with  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  should  carefully  guard  the  interests 
of  the  public.  He  did  not  think  that  in  con- 
sidering the  matter  they  should  take  notice  of 
any  particular  case,  because  if  the  Bill  became 
law  it  would  bo  applicable  to  the  whole  colony. 
The  Act  at  present  in  existence  stated  that  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  local  bodies  to  pro- 
vide cemeteries,  and  gave  them  power,  if  neces- 
sary, to  combine  together  in  order  to  purchase  ; 
but  in  cases  where  local  bodies  happened  not 
to  have  sufficient  funds  there  seemed  to  him  to 
be  no  valid  objection  to  making  arrangements 
with  those  who  were  willing  to  devote  land  to 
burial  purposes,  ^he  22nd  clause  of  the  Ceme- 
teries Act  provided  distinctly  that,  upon  an 
order  signed  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the 
Trustees  shall  permit  any  poor  persons,  and 
such  persons  from  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums, 
and  other  public  institutions  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  those  in  charge  of  such  institutions, 
to  bo  buried  free  of  any  charge  whatsoever. 
He  understood  that  cemeteries  to  be  opened 
under  this  Bill  would  be  subject  to  the 
same  regulation;  and,  moreover,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  it  could  not  take  effect  in  any 
cemetery  opened  under  this  Bill  before  the 
issue  of  a  Proclamation.  The  4th  clause  of  the 
Bill  said,— 

"  Before  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation  satis- 
factory proof  shall  be  given  to  the  Qovemor — 

**  (1.)  That  the  site  proposed  for  a  cemetery  is 
approved  by  the  local  authority  holding  juris- 


diction in  the  district  in  which  the  proposed 
cemetery  is  situated ; 

'*  (2.)  That  due  provision  is  made  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  said  cemetery,  and  that  the 
regulations  as  to  the  scale  of  fees  and  the 
general  management  are  suitable." 

So  that  there  was  a  safeguard  that  due  in- 
quiry would  be  made  to  see  not  only  thai  the  site 
was  suitable,  but  that  there  were  proper  regula- 
tions as  to  the  foes  to  be  charged,  so  that  no  un- 
due advantage  would  be  got  by  private  owners. 
Then,  under  the  main  Act,  sections  51  to  56 
provided  in  an  ample  manner  against  any  nui- 
sance, or  contamination  to  water,  &c. ;  and 
these  sections  would  be  applicable  to  ceme- 
teries under  this  Bill.  He  could  only  add  his 
testimony  to  what  hod  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West— that  some 
of  the  best-conducted  cemeteries  in  the  Old 
Country,  some  of  those  that  wore  beautifully 
laid  out  and  altogether  conducted  in  a  very 
able  and  excellent  way,  were  those  owned  by 
private  parties  or  companies;  and  he  did  not 
see  why,  under  proper  safeguards,  we  should 
not  adopt  the  principle  contained  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell  if  ho  would 
have  any  objection  to  the  introduction  of  a 
clause  compelling  local  bodies  to  take  a  vote 
of  the  ratepayers  first  of  all.  If  such  a  clause 
were  introduced  he  would  vote  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS  replied  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  introduced  such  a  clause  he  would 
be  glad  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  PULTON  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Parnell  would  introduce  a  clause  making 
provision  that  a  certain  percentage  of  the  land 
in  these  cemeteries  should  be  open  for  the 
burial  of  paupers  without  charge. 

Mr.  HOBBS  would  like  to  enter  his  protest 
against  any  member  of  the  House  getting  up  in 
his  place  and  objecting  to  local  bodies  esta- 
blishing cemeteries.  This  Bill  was  so  hedged  in 
with  precautions  that  there  was  nothing  at  all 
to  be  afraid  of,  and,  if  the  clause  for  submitting 
the  matter  to  a  vote  of  the  ratepayers  was  pro- 
vided, he  was  quite  sure  the  House  might  safely 
pass  this  Bill. 

Mr.  QOLDIE  would  like  to  point  out  that 
the  City  Council  of  Auckland  raised  an  objec- 
tion to  this  Bill  passing.  They  themselves 
had  established  a  cemetery  which  cost  them 
£5,000,  and,  now  that  was  established,  indivi- 
duals were  applying  for  this  right  to  establish 
a  cemetery  on  their  own  account.  Another 
very  serious  difficulty  in  this  matter  arose  from 
the  fact  that  those  persons  who  held  large 
blocks  of  land  and  desired  to  devote  them  to 
cemetery  purposes,  instead  of  using  the  money 
obtained  as  burial-fees  for  beautifying  the 
cemetery,  would  more  than  likely  use  it  to 
augment  their  incomes.  In  Auckland  and 
other  places  similarly  situated  there  was  a  laxge 
watershed,  the  water  from  which  had  to  be  used 
as  a  supply  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 
These  individuals  by  establishing  cemeteries 
might  interfere  with  that  water,  and  care  ought 
to  be  taken  to  avoid  any  such  interference.  He 
understood  that  in  the  district  where  this  ceme- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


670 


Cemeteries  Bill. 


[HOUSE.]  Gemetmes  BiU,  [Nov.  23 


tery  was  intended  to  be  established  there  was 
very  great  difficulty  in  preventing  the  waters  of 
Onehunga  from  being  polluted. — (No,  no.) — He 
had  a  letter  written  to  him  on  the  subject  which 
showed  that  the  land  to  which  the  Bill  was  really 
intended  to  apply  was  land  purchased  by  a  syn- 
dicate who  could  not  use  it  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  bought  it.  It  was  a  piece  of  land  in 
the  Bcmuera  district  which  hod  been  bought  for 
£17,000  for  building  purposes,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  bad  times  coming  on  in  Auckland,  it 
could  not  be  sold  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended ;  and  now  the  parties  concerned 
in  it  were  trying  to  get  this  measure  through 
the  House  as  a  public  Bill,  with  the  idea  of 
using  that  land  for  cemetery  purposes  ;  and  he 
was  informed  b}'  gentlemen  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood that  if  a  cemetery  were  established 
there  it  would  affect  the  water  of  the  One- 
hunga springs,  about  which  they  had  heard  so 
much  on  a  previous  evening.  Now,  he  thought 
that  very  great  care  should  be  exercised  in 
passing  a  measure  which  would  have  such  an 
efEect  as  that.  One  argument  adduced  had 
been  that  the  cost  of  burials  at  Auckland  wsbs 
very  large.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced the  Bill  told  them  that  the  cost  was 
in  one  case  £34.  Now,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
copy  of  the  contract  for  the  burial  of  paupers, 
and  the  total  sum  received  for  the  coffin,  the 
hearse,  railway-fare  for  the  chaplain,  and  all 
other  expenses,  was  forty  shillings.  The  Bill 
was  brought  before  the  House  simply  in  the 
interests  of  those  who  had  purchased  land  for 
another  purpose.  Therefore  if  they  gave  them 
the  power  sought  for,  there  should  be  ample 
safeguards  that  water-supplies  should  not  be 
affected,  aud  that  those  establishing  cemeteries 
should  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  profit  out  of 
them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  West  had  given  very  good 
reasons  why  they  should  pause  before  passing 
the  Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  ad- 
duced arguments  which  fully  bore  out  what  he 
himself  had  contended  for  in  supporting  the 
adjournment.  If  the  passing  of  the  Bill  would 
mean  the  pollution  of  streams  used  by  the 
people  of  a  district,  they  should  be  exceedingly 
cautious  in  assenting  to  legislation  of  this  kind. 
This  was  a  Bill  of  local  application  brought  into 
the  House  as  a  general  measure.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  it  would  give  an 
assurance  that  it  was  not  intended  to  have  such 
a  local  application  his  remarks  would  be  some- 
what curtailed. 

Mr.  MOSS  would  be  very  happy  to  give  that 
assurance.  He  knew  of  no  such  reference,  at 
any  rate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  glad  to  hear  that,  and 
would  withdraw  his  remarks  as  to  local  appli- 
cation, and  deal  with  the  Bill  only  on  general 
grounds.  He  could  feel  and  did  feel  very  acutely 
on  this  subject :  a  little  Bill  of  his  own  had  been 
interred  that  evening,  the  House  being  the  ceme- 
tery, and  consequently  he  was  in  a  fit  humour  to 
speaJc  on  the  subject.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  present  law  as  to  cemeteries  required 
amendment.  There  was  the  question  of  fencing 
Mr.  Qoldie 


of  cemeteries,  for  instance.  It  was  pioBotibed 
that  cemeteries  should  be  sufficiently  fenoed, 
but  there  was  no  definition  of  what  "  a  safii- 
oient  fence  "  was,  and  in  any  amendment  of  the 
law  that  defect  should  be  remedied.  Certainly 
cemeteries  should  have  high  and  substantial 
fences ;  and  they  should  not  see,  as  they  now 
often  did,  goats,  pigs,  dogs,  and  cattle  of  various 
descriptions  roaming  about  in  burial-grounds, 
injuring  the  sacred  plots,  and  injuring  the  feel- 
ings of  those  who  bad  their  friends  interred 
there.  Then,  the  present  law  provided  that 
graves  should  not  be  made  within  a  certain 
distance  of  footpaths  and  roads ;  but  he  believed 
that  the  law  in  that  respect  was  evaded  here  in 
Wellington,  and  he  desired  to  call  attention  to 
that  fact.  This  Bill  made  no  provision  in  that 
respect,  and  he  contended  that,  if  the  law  was 
to  be  amended,  this  point  should  be  dealt  with. 
The  present  law  was  defective  also  in  that 
disinterment  was  not  properly  restricted,  and 
he  would  urge  that,  if  any  amendment  of  the 
cemetery  law  was  made,  there  should  be  a  pro- 
vision inserted  prohibiting  the  disinterment  of 
the  bodies  of  Chinese.  Honourable  membes 
might  smile,  but  the  question  was  of  more  im- 
portance than  might  appear  to  them.  He 
firmly  believed  that  if  there  was  an  absolute 
prohibition  of  the  disinterment  of  the  bodies  of 
Chinese  it  would  deter  Chinamen  from  coining 
to  the  colony ; — they  would  stay  at  home,  and 
not  come  to  a  country  where  they  would  run 
the  risk  of  dying  with  the  certainty  that  their 
bodies  could  not  be  removed  if  they  did:  in- 
stead of  coming  to  New  Zealand  they  would 
stop  at  home,  and  that  would  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  the  colopy.  That  was  the 
reason  why  he  contended  that  what  he  urged 
in  the  matter  of  disinterment  was  of  import- 
ance. They  would  have  to  deal  with  that  point 
very  carefully  too,  if  it  was  dealt  with  at  all, 
for  it  might  be  that  persons  owning  private 
burial-grounds — which  this  Bill  proposed— 
might  conRider  that  the  general  law  did  not 
apply  to  private  property,  and  that  they  might 
allow  disinterments,  and  so  these  private  in- 
dividuals might  defeat  the  wishes  of  a  Iax|^ 
majority  of  Parliament.  He  thought  it  highly 
necessary  that  some  amendment  of  the  ceme- 
tery laws  should  be  made  ;  but  great  circum- 
spection would  be  required  in  making  those 
amendments,  especially  on  the  points  he  had 
brought  under  notice.  He  would  again  niige 
that  there  were  overwhelming  reasons  why 
they  should  proceed  deliberately  and  not  in 
a  hasty  manner  to  deal  with  this  question. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  clause  4  was  an  evasion 
of  what  the  Legislature  intended,  for  in  the 
74th  clause  of  the  Cemeteries  Act  it  was  pro- 
vided that  local  bodies  must  provide  now  ceme- 
teries beyond  the  limits  of  any  borough  or  town 
district,  so  that  burials  within  the  limits  of  any 
borough  or  town  district  were  dearly  prohilHted, 
although  under  section  76  there  was  no  doubt 
that  interments  might  take  plsu;e  provided  that 
they  were  in  respect  of  certain  relatives  of 
persons  who  had  already  been  interred  in  those 
cemeteries.  He  should  support  the  seoond 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  if  it  went  further  lie 
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should  move  the  excision  of  that  provision 
which  conflicted  with  the  Act  of  1882  in  re- 
spect of  the  hurial  of  persons  within  the  houn- 
dikries  of  boroughs  or  town  districts.  He  also 
objected  to  the  provision  as  to  private  burials, 
and  ho  should  move  the  excision  of  that  clause 
also. 

Mr.  GKIMMOND  looked  upon  the  Bill  as 
rather  a  vicious  one.  He  thought  the  ceme- 
teries ought  to  be  public  property,  and  should 
be  kept  within  the  control  of  public  bodies.  In 
England  the  cemeteries  were  sometimes  the 
property  of  private  owners ;  but  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  that  introduced  here,  for,  as  soon  as  the 
cemeteries  were  filled  and  closed,  who  was  to 
look  after  them  ?  Then,  the  owner  of  a  private 
cemetery  might  become  bankrupt,  and  they 
mi^bt  see  the  spectacle  of  an  Insolvent  Court 
holding  as  an  asset  in  an  estate  the  possession 
of  dead  bodies.  He  thought  that  was  a  most 
objectionable  thing.  It  was  inadvisable  to 
enable  any  person  to  have  control  of  the  people 
of  the  colony,  either  alive  or  dead. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  88. 

Barron 

Jones 

Ross 

Buchanan 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Buxton 

Kelly 

Seymour 

Cowan 

Kerr 

Smith 

Dodson 

Lance 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Peldwick 

Mills 

Tanner 

Fisher 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Fish 

O'Gallaghan 

Tumbull 

Fitchett 

O'Conor 

Walker 

Praser 

Peacock 

Whyte. 

Guinness 

Perceval 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Pyke 

Moss 

Hobbs 

Beeves,  R.H.J 
Noes,  14. 

.  Steward,  \V.  J 

Anderson 

McGregor 

Thompson,  R. 

Bruce 

McKenziOj  J. 

Wilson. 

Duncan 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Pearson 

Goldie 

Hislop 

Russell 

Grimmond. 

Majority  for,  24. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

COAL  IMPORT  DUTY. 

Adjourned  debate  on  the  question.  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  and 
necessary  that  an  import  duty  of  not  loss  than 
2s.  6d.  per  ton  be  imposed  on  all  coal  imported 
into  the  colony  from  other  countries. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  move  the  further  adjournment 
of  this  debate  for  a  fortnight.  I  think  tliat  in 
a  small  House  such  as  we  have  to-night  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  discuss  a  question  of  so 
great  importance  as  this  one. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  do  hope  this  discussion 
will  not  be  adjourned.  I  do  not  see  any  use  in 
keeping  this  discussion  hanging  on  every  now 
and  again  in  this  House,  and  I  think  the 
sooner  the  question  is  divided  on  and  put  aside 
the  better.  As  for  the  motion  being  carried,  I 
hope  there  will  not  be  the  least  danger  of  that. 
The  best  thing  we  can  do,  I  think,  is  to  divide 


on  the  question,  and  settle  the  matter  once 
and  for  all. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Fulton 

Graham 

Hamlin 

Hislop 

Jackson 

Jones 


Ayes,  46. 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Lance 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
O'Callaghan 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Pyke 
Rhodes 
Ross 
Russell 
Samuel 


Smith 

Steward,  W.J. 

Stewart,  W.  D, 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Tumbull 

Valentine 

Walker 

Ward 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Fish 
MiUs. 


Nobs,  28. 
Ballance  Hobbs  Richardson,  G. 

Blake  Levestam  Seddon 

Buchanan  Macarthur         Seymour 

Buxton  Mackenzie,  M.  S.-Menteath 

Dodson  Moat  Thompson,  R. 

Feldwick  Moss  Wilson. 

Fraser  Newman 

Grey  Perceval  Tellers. 

Grimmond         Reeves,  R.  H.  J.  Marchant 
Guinness  Reeves,  W.  P.    O'Conor. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  move.  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  fortnight. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVPiS.— I  beg  to  move,  as 
an  amendment,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned 
for  four  weeks. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  hope  this  amend- 
ment will  not  be  carried.  We  have  heard  a 
groat  deal  lately  in  this  House  about  Free-trade 
and  Protection.  Now  we  have  an  opportunity 
to  show  whether  honourable  members  really 
wish  to  encourage  local  industries  or  not.  We 
know  that  the  coal  industry  in  this  colony  is 
not  in  a  healthy  state.  We  know  that  New 
South  Wales  is  flooding  this  country  with 
coal 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  say  Yes.  And  some 
of  the  coal  companies  in  this  country  are  al- 
most bankrupt  owing  to  the  fact  that  New 
South  Wales  is  flooding  our  market  with  coal. 
If  honourable  members  really  want  Protection 
and  to  encourage  local  industries  they  will 
now  show  their  hand  clearly.  I  do  not  suppose 
for  one  moment  that  this  proposal  will  be 
given  effect  to  this  session ;  but  I  think  that  we 
should  come  to  a  vote  on  it,  so  as  to  give  an 
indication  to  the  Government  as  to  our  wishes 
whether  there  should  be  a  duty  on  coal  or  not. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  order  in  discuss- 
ing the  principle  of  the  question  on  the  motion 
for  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  this  question  of 
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adjourning  for  a  month  practically  means  a 
motion  for  adjourning  it  altogether. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— That  is  the  reason 
Tvhy  I  rose  to  speak,  because  I  do  not  want  to 
see  the  motion  killed  in  this  way.  If  we  really 
wish  to  encourage  local  industries,  now  is  our 
time  to  show  our  desire  in  that  direction,  so 
that  when  the  Government  are  preparing  a 
tarif!  for  next  session  they  will  not  neglect  to 
include  coal  in  that  tariff. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hang  coal ! 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— An  honourable  gentle- 
man says  "  Hang  coal  1 "  We  know  perfectly 
well — at  least,  if  honourable  gentlemen  do  not 
know  it,  I  know  it — that  some  of  the  coal- 
mine proprietors  in  this  colony  have  heen 
obliged  td  discharge  hundreds  of  men,  and  those 
men  are  now  amongst  the  unemployed,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  these  mines  cannot  produce 
coal  to  compete  with  the  coal  imported  from 
Australia.  I  consider  that  if  we  are  to  have  a 
protective- tariff  at  all  we  should  include  coal  in 
that  tariff.  I  do  not  know  any  other  local  in- 
dustry that  would  afford  more  employment  to 
the  working-men  of  this  country  than  the 
coal -mining  industry.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
honourable  members  to  keep  up  the  cry  of 
the  "working-man;'*  but  now  is  the  time  for 
them  to  show  whether  they  have  the  interest 
of  the  working-man  at  heart,  for  this  question, 
as  I  say,  affects  Ijim  more  than  any  other  in- 
dustry, and  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  the  work- 
ing-man in  regard  to  it.  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  not  allow  the  matter  to  be  shelved  without 
giving  an  expression  of  opinion,  so  that  next 
year  the  Government,  when  they  bring  down 
their  tariff,  may  be  guided,  to  a  great  extent, 
by  the  expression  of  opinion  given  here.  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  to  embarrass  the  Go- 
'vemment,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  coal  industry 
will  not  he  passed  over  in  a  light  manner. 

Mr.  MOKE. — I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  speak 
somewhat  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  just 
expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den,  because  I  think  we  are  generally  agreed  ; 
but  on  this  question  we  certainly  do  not  agree. 
I  have,  however,  to  express  myself  as  sym- 
pathizing with  his  remarks  in  respect  to  local 
industries;  and  yet  I  must  vote  against  this 
resolution.  Coal,  during  the  last  few  years, 
has  been  brought  to  this  colony  at  an  exceed- 
ingly low  rate,  and,  even  at  that  rate,  has 
been  helpful  to  the  shipping  trade  to  a  very 
great  extent.  I  can  assure  the  House  that  a 
great  many  cargoes  of  coal  have  been  brought 
into  this  country  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate 
merely  to  keep  the  ships  going,  which  has 
oaused  an  amount  of  money  to  be  circulated 
that  would  not  be  circulated  if  coals  were  not 
imported  to  the  colony,  and  which  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  duty  to  prevent.  That  is  a  matter 
which  should  be  considered  in  the  interests  of 
the  working-man.  I  may  go  further  and  say 
that  not  only  has  coal  been  brought  at  this  low 
price,  but  many  cargoes  of  timber  have  been 
exported  from  this  colony  which  would  not 
have  been  taken  had  it  not  been  for  the  low 
rate  of  freight  that  the  ships  seeking  a  return 
oargo  to  the  other  colonies  have  been  willing  to 
Mr.  Speaker 


accept.  I  should  be  very  willing,  aa  far  as  I 
thought  it  in  the  interests  of  the  connfcry,  to 
keep  the  trade  and  expenditure  in  connectioa 
with  coal  in  the  colony ;  but  the  coal  industry  is 
not  a  technical  industry,  and  therefore  does  nob 
come  under  the  category  of  being  an  industry 
which  should  be  protected.  If  you  take  a  boy 
from  school  at  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  a^ 
and  put  him  in  a  coal-mine,  you  do  not  teadi 
him  a  trade  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  that 
term,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be  deemed  aa 
industry  which  should  be  helped  by  a  protec- 
tive tariff. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — A  saw-mill  ? 

Mr.  MONK.— Well,  a  saw-mill,  if  you  will. 
I  say  that  a  young  lad  even  going  through  a 
saw-mill  for  four  or  five  years  would,  if  atten- 
tive, acquire  such  technical  knowledge  aa  would 
fit  him  to  obtain  a  livelihood  in  any  part  of  the 
world :  but  that  is  not  the  case  with  coal-mining. 
You  cannot  call  employing  a  lad  in  a  coal-mine 
giving  him  a  technical  education  in  any  sense 
of  the  term,  such  as  taking  a  piece  of  iron, 
wood,  or  any  crude  material,  and  by  his  pro- 
fessional or  mechanical  skill  converting  it  into 
a  commodity  that  has  increased  its  value  to 
the  colony  by  three  or  four  times  what  it  was 
before  that  skill  was  exerted  upon  it.  I  think 
I  have  shown  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  for  the 
adjournment.  One  is,  that  we  shall  interfere 
with  the  shipping  trade  if  we  put  this  duty  on, 
— and  that  trade  is  in  a  very  languishing  con- 
dition; and,  secondly,  we  shall  diminish  our 
exports,  which  are  also  in  a  similar  condition. 
I  say  a  great  deal  more  of  value  is  exported  oat 
of  the  colony  through  encouraging  the  importa- 
tion of  coal  into  it  than  could  possibly  be  the 
case  if  you  were  to  stop  that  trade. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  am  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  moving  such  an 
amendment  as  he  has  moved.  I  trust  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  rise  to  the  occasion, 
and  to  a  due  sense  of  the  position  he  occu- 
pies as  a  Protectionist,  and  will  withdraw  his 
amendment  and  agree  to  mine,  That  the  debate 
be  resumed  to-morrow  fortnight.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsdeu  when  he  said 
that  the  encouragement  of  the  production  of 
coal  will  give  a  large  amount  of  employment  to 
a  considerable  number  of  working-men.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata,  what  shall  we  call  him,  after  Ute 
expressions  he  has  given  utterance  to  on  this 
question  ?  I  understood  that  he  was  an  ardent 
Protectionist,  and  yet  he  has  the  hardihood  to 
stand  up  here  and  say  that  the  development 
of  our  coal  industry  was  not  a  Protectionist 
idea. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  beg  pardon ;  I  did  not  me 
that  expression.  I  said  it  was  not  a  teclmieal 
industry  which  I  desire  to  protect  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  term. 

Mr.  PISH.  —  I  understood  the  honourable 
member  to  say  that  it  does  not  come  under 
the  category  of  protection  to  local  industries — 
that  he  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  local  industry 
to  be  encouraged.  We  know  that  we  have 
millions  of  tons  of  coal  in  the  bowels  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1887.]  Coal  Import  Duty. 


[HOUSE,] 


Goal  Import  Duty, 


573 


earlih,  and  yet  this  honourable  gentleman  says 
it  is  not  desirable  that  the  State  should  give 
protection  in  order  to  develop  that  industry — 
an  industry  which  by-and-by  will  give  employ- 
ment to  thousands  of  men.  I  do  not  under- 
stand his  plea.  He  said,  in  a  very  lachrymose 
voice,  that  he  regretted  he  was  opposed  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  in  this ;  and, 
although  it  is  with  very  great  grief  that  I  shall 
see  the  severance  of  the  happy  family  relations 
between  those  honourable  gentlemen,  still  I 
am  prepared  to  suffer  that  pain  if  I  can  see 
Protection  advocated  and  made  the  law  of  this 
country.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
temata,  I  should  imagine,  from  his  remarks, 
must  have  a  considerable  interest  in  the  ship- 
ping trade,  because  the  whole  tendency  of  what 
ne  said  was  to  induce  this  House  to  give  every 
facility  in  the  way  of  making  the  owners  of 
ships  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  encourage  a 
monopoly  which  will  ultimately  be  dangerous 
to  the  interests  of  the  people ;  and  he  calls  him- 
self a  Protectionist.  Now  I  can  understand 
his  action  the  other  day  in  connection  with 
the  caucus  meeting  on  the  subject  of  Protec- 
tion. It  is  evident  that  ho  is  here  disguised. 
fie  is  not  a  Protectionist.  At  his  election  he 
told  the  people  that  he  was  a  Protectionist; 
but,  judging  by  his  remarks,  he  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  "election  speeches 
would  not  throw  so  much  light  on  his  opinions 
as  what  he  has  said  to-night  does.  Every 
reason  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  showed 
his  absolute  inconsistency  with  regard  to  Pro- 
tection. He  said  that  a  large  quantity  of 
timber  was  exported  from  the  colony  through 
coal  coming  here  from  Newcastle.  Surely  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  mean  co  say 
that  the  Union  Steam  -  Shipping  Company 
could  convey  timber  from  this  colony  to  New- 
castle at  such  rates  as  would  enable  the  people 
there  or  in  the  other  colonies  to  take  it. 

Mr.  PYKE.— Thisis  awful. 

Mr.  FISH. — The  honourable  member  for  the 
Dunstan  says,  **  This  is  awful.'*  I  quite  agree 
with  him.    It  is  awful. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  did  not  say  this  was  awful. 
I  said  the  proceedings  of  the  House  were  awful. 

Mr.  FISH. — When  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  gives  utterance  to  feelings  like 
this  after  he  has  been  elected  as  a  Protectionist, 
I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunstan  that  it  is  awful.  I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  by  further  exposing  the  inconsisten- 
cies of  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  agree  to  the  adjournment 
for  a  month,  but  will  accept  my  motion  that 
the  debate  shall  be  resumed  in  a  fortnight.  I 
am  quite  at  one  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden.  I  am  convinced  that  we  should 
have  a  division  in  this  House  which  will  test 
the  sincerity  and  honesty  of  those  who  profess 
to  be  Protectionists,  and  I  say  no  man  is  a  true 
Protectionist  who  refuses  to  vote  for  a  duty  on 
ooal,  for  there  is  no  industry  we  should  take 
more  deli^^t  in  developing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  speech  of  the  hononr- 


able  member  who  has  just  spoken  is  a  very 
protective  one ;  but  I  hope  Ithat,  as  the  House 
has  rejected  one  of  my  Bills  to-day,  it  will  not 
refuse  me  an  opportunity  of  bringing  on  the 
Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill,  which  is  next  on 
the  Order  Paper.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  gentleman  will,  on 
this  occasion,  be  allowed  to  fall  flat,  and  no 
reply  be  given  to  them,  for  any  lengthened 
debate  endangers  the  Bill  I  have  referred  to» 
and  which  is  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  0*CONOR.— I  take  the  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  the  House  a  matter  which  ought 
to  oe  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  an  aspect 
of  the  case  which  has  not  been  presented  by 
other  speakers.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
great  cry  abroad  with  regard  to  the  unemployed ; 
and  wo  should  consider  what  the  coal  trade  does 
in  the  way  of  giving  employment.  I  want 
honourable  members  to  consider  that  we  have 
now  an  exceedingly  high  charge  on  the  produc- 
tion of  coal  in  order  to  get  funds  out  of  that 
charge  chiefly  to  make  harbours  on  the  West 
Coast.  It  comes  in  this  way :  Supposing  coal 
produced  in  the  colony  is  worth  £1  Is.  a  ton  at 
Wellington,  we  pay  5s.  to  tho  labourers  for  ex- 
tracting it,  we  pay  6d.  royalty  to  the  colony, 
88.  railway  charges,  making  8s.  6d. ;  and  then 
there  is  9s.  freight.  Is.  for  labour  landing  here. 
Is.  wharfage :  making  19s.  6d.  charges.  I 
want  honourable  members  to  consider  that  all 
that  goes  either  into  the  cofiers  of  tiie  colony  or 
to  the  employment  of  labour.  Now,  is  it  reason- 
able for  us  to  pretend  we  are  desirous  of  seeing 
the  people  employed  when  we  wilfully  put  a 
prohibition  on  the  working  of  that  coal?  Let 
us  compare  our  position  with  that  of  Newcastle. 
Newcastle  coal  is  brought  to  our  ports,  and  all 
the  colony  gets  out  of  it  is  Is.  a  ton  labour  and  Is. 
wharfage ;  and  for  that  2s.  it  is  to  be  encouraged 
against  our  own  coal,  for  which  the  colony  gets 
19s.  6d.  I  think  this  is  on  important  ques- 
tion ;  and  I  want  honourable  members  to  con- 
sider this :  that  in  this  colony  we  are  appealing 
to  the  House  to  put  on  something  on  foreign 
coal  which  will  be  equivalent  to  the  charge  put 
upon  coal  raised  in  the  colony.  In  the  interest 
of  the  country  we  are  putting  Is.  a  hundred- 
weight upon  flour.  We  put  £1  a  ton  on  flour 
brought  from  New  South  Wales  and  Australia, 
and  we  do  it  to  encourage  the  producers  of 
wheat  here,  at  the  expense  of  consumers.  And 
now  we  are  asked  to  sacrifice  the  coal  industry 
in  order  to  encourage  the  wheat-producers  still 
further.  I  say  it  is  better  for  the  wheat  trade 
to  be  put  on  a  sound  basis,  and  not  to  require 
so  much  encouragement  at  the  expense  of 
underpaid  industries.  With  regard  to  the 
argument  in  favour  of  supporting  the  shipping 
interest,  I  would  say  that  I  do  not  think  any 
shipping  interest  has  a  greater  claim  upon  us 
than  our  own  New  Zealand  shipping  plying 
from  port  to  port.  Are  our  neighbours  con- 
sidering us  so  much  ?  Why,  they  are  now  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  putting  a  duty  on  wheat 
against  us.  If  we  are  going  to  sacrifice  the 
great  coal  industry  of  this  country  for  the 
sake  of  the  timber  trade,  what  are  we  doing  ? 
We  are  denuding  the  country  of  the  timber  we 
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require,  and  sending  it  to  Australia  to  meet  a 
duty  there.  If  there  was  reciprocity,  then  I 
could  understand  it,  or  if  you  were  crippling 
one  industry  to  help  several  others ;  but  in  this 
case  wo  are  getting  no  return  for  allowing  New- 
castle coal  to  come  in  free  of  charge,  at  the 
same  time  that  we  are  putting  on  a  heavy 
charge,  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  upon  the 
production  of  our  own  coal.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  Protection  or  Free-trade  here.  It  is 
simply  an  appeal  to  reason  and  an  appeal  to 
justice.  If  we  encourage  the  mining  industry, 
it  will  soon  be  in  such  a  state  that  not  only 
shall  we  be  able  to  do  without  imported  coal, 
but  we  shall  be  able  to  export  coal  very  largely. 
That  is  the  point  of  view  I  want  honourable 
members  to  consider  —  that  by  encouraging 
this  industry  they  will  be  encouraging  it  to 
such  a  point  as  to  enable  us  to  export  largely ; 
and  that  will  be  a  very  great  advantage  to 
the  colony,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  adjust  our 
finances  better  than  anything  else.  If  we  send 
coal  out  of  the  country  instead  of  money  we 
shall  be  left  the  richer  and  not  the  poorer, 
because  we  have  such  immense  stores  of  coal. 
I  think  that  that  is  a  very  important  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House — more  im- 
portant, almost,  than  anything  else  that  has 
been  brought  under  our  consideration.  If  we 
can  see  the  coal  industry  advancing  at  such 
strides  it  will  promise  very  great  advantage  to 
the  country,  whereas  railway  construction  is 
more  likely  to  take  us  further  into  debt  and  ruin. 
I  hope  honourable  members  will  look  at  the 
question  not  from  a  purely  local  and  selfish 
point  of  view,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
broad  interest  of  the  country,  and  of  the  work- 
ing-people of  the  country.  Every  ton  of  coal 
that  is  brought  into  the  country  debars  the 
working-men  of  the  country  from  earning 
three-fourths  of  the  value  of  that  coal.  That 
is,  if  you  bring  a  ton  of  coal  from  Newcastle  of 
the  value  of  £1  Is.,  you  take  at  least  14s.  of 
that  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the  working- 
classes  of  this  country,  and  send  it  to  the  work- 
ing-class in  New  South  Wales,  to  be  earned 
there.  That  is  a  view  of  the  case  that  I  do 
hope  honourable  members  will  consider.  I  am 
sure  if  they  think  that  matter  out  they  will 
see  the  justice  of  equalising  the  charge  as  be- 
tween our  own  product  and  that  of  another 
country.  I  do  not  ask  that  anything  extra 
should  be  put  upon  it.  We  do  not  ask  for  any 
protection,  but  a  matter  of  justice ;  and  I  want 
the  House  to  say  that,  if  the  colony  is  necessi- 
tated to  put  a  charge  upon  New  Zealand  coal 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  then  we  shall  do  the 
same  upon  coal  coming  from  foreign  parts. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.  — It  is  a  pity 
that,  in  talking  on  subjects  of  great  importance, 
honourable  members  do  not  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  subject  they 
are  considering.  Now,  Sir,  the  facts  that  I  am 
about  to  put  to  the  House  will,  I  think,  utterly 
disprove  the  assertions  made  by  two  or  three 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken  during 
the  last  few  minutes.  The  facts  I  quote  are 
from  the  Mines  Beport  of  1887.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  has  informed  the 
Mr.  0'Co7ior 


House  that  our  coal  industry  is  being  flooded 
with  the  products  of  New  South  Wales.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  In  1878  New  Zealand  raised 
coal  of  the  weight  of  162,218  tons ;  in  18% 
421,764  tons ;  in  1884,  480,000  tons ;  in  1885, 
511,000  tons ;  and  in  1886,  534,000  tons.  The 
production  of  coal  in  New  Zealand  has  been 
steadily  increasing  year  by  year.  Now,  what 
do  we  find  in  regard  to  imported  coal  ?  We 
find  that  the  importation  of  coal  has  been 
steadily  decreasing.  The  figures  published  by 
the  Mines  Department  show  that  such  is  the 
case ;  and  yet  honourable  members  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  stand  up  in  this  House  and  talk  such 
nonsense  as  this  that  the  coal  industry  of  New 
Zealand  is  being  flooded  by  the  imported  coal. 
What  are  the  facts  ?  The  facts  are  here,  gain- 
say them  who  can.  Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  said 
that  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
that  concern  the  working-men  of  this  colony. 
I  agree  with  that  remark.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  concern  the  working- 
men  of  New  Zealand ;  but  let  the  working-men 
beware  lest  dust  be  thrown  in  their  eyes  by 
those  who  advocate  the  interests  of  the  mine- 
owners  as  against  the  interests  of  the  working- 
men.  What  are  the  interests  of  the  working- 
men  of  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time? 
We  import  119,000  tons  of  coal.  That  was  the 
import  from  New  South  Wales  last  year.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statistics  of  the  Mines  Depart- 
ment, what  is  the  amount  of  coal  raised  per 
man  of  all  the  miners  employed  in  mines? 
Why,  833  tons  per  man.  If  we  divide  the 
119,000  tons,  the  total  amount  imported  into 
the  country,  by  333  tons,  the  average  amount 
of  coal  raised  per  man.  we  find  that  if  a  duty 
were  put  on  so  as  to  shut  out  imported  coal 
from  the  colony  we  should  secure  the  employ- 
ment of  only  360  additional  miners.  On  the 
otherhand,  what  would  be  the  result?  Why, 
Sir,  a  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  aSecte  all  in- 
dustries. What  was  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  ?  He  told  us  that 
by  the  importation  of  coal  the  price  had  been 
reduced  so  low  that  many  New  Zealand  mines 
would  not  pay.  That  is  an  admission  from 
a  Protectionist  that  the  effect  of  the  importa- 
tion is  to  reduce  the  price  of  coal.  Nov, 
coal  as  fuel  is  the  motive-power  that  supplies 
every  local  industry  throughout  New  Zealand. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  honourable  gentle- 
men seek  with  one  hand  to  strangle  and  with 
the  other  to  protect  local  industries.  The  tax 
on  coal  would  raise  the  price  of  coal,  and  you 
will  shut  up  more  local  industries  than  you  are 
creating,  apart  altogether  from  the  fact  that 
the  working-men  are  the  largest  consumers 
of  coal  for  household  purposes.  Those  who 
benefit  by  local  industries  throughout  New 
Zealand  are  manufacturers  and  working-men, 
and  it  is  they  who  will  be  taxed  if  you  in- 
crease the  price  of  coal.  If  Protectionists 
are  rational,  if  they  sincerely  desire  to  see 
employment  given  to  working-men  they  will 
be  loth  to  put  a  tax  upon  fuel,  which  sup- 
plies manufactories  with  motive- power,  and 
encourages  and  stimulates  the  industries  that 
mainly  employ  the  population.     And  what  is 
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this  to  be  done  for  ?  In  order  to  employ  360  men . 
That  is  the  total  number  that  could  be  secured 
employment  by  any  duty,  however  lajrgo,  put 
npon  coal.  Then,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
coal  that  is  imported  into  New  Zealand  is  not 
imported  for  local  purposes,  but  is  transferred 
from  the  ships  that  bring  it  from  Newcastle  to 
the  shipping  in  our  ports.  Now,  is  this  duty 
that  is  proposed  to  be  levied  to  be  imposed 
upon  coal  landed,  or  is  it  to  be  imposed  upon 
coal  used  for  the  purposes  of  our  shipping  ?  I 
should  like  to  know  which  class  of  coal  it  is  to 
be  imposed  upon. 

Hon.  Members. — All  round. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.— Then,  if  it  is 
to  be  imposed  all  round,  I  think  honourable 
members  will  find  that  the  result  of  imposing 
the  duty  will  be  to  put  a  tax  upon  our  shipping 
"which  will  throw  out  of  work  a  larger  number  of 
men  than  would  bo  employed  by  the  necessity 
for  the  increased  product  of  our  mines.  I  will 
only  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  if  the  interest  of 
the  working-man  is  to  be  considered,  then  the 
tax  upon  coal  will  be  rejected  at  once  and 
unanimously  by  this  House ;  and,  if  the  in- 
terest of  the  coal-miners — the  mine-owners — is 
'to  be  considered,  then  we  shall  say  this  duty 
should  be  imposed.  But  this  colony  has  already 
made  great  sacrifices,  this  colony  has  already 
taxed  its  people,  in  order  to  develop  these  West 
Coast  and  other  coal-mines.  We  have  expen- 
sive harbours,  for  which  large  portions  of  the 
public  estate  have  been  cut  of!  and  appropriated, 
and  it  is  with  surprise  I  now  see  honourable 
members  representing  those  districts  have  the 
effrontery  to  come  to  this  House  and  ask  that 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  should  be  taxed  a 
second  time,  should  be  taxed  thus  twice  over, 
in  order  that  they  may  put  profits  into  the 
pockets  of  the  mine-owners. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— I  did  not  intend  to  take  any 
part  in  this  debate,  because  I  consider  it  is  a 
debate  upon  a  very  large  question  which  will 
come  up  for  discussion  next  session,  and  it  has 
already,  I  think,  been  pretty  well  determined 
that  we  are  not  to  have  that  discussion  this 
session.  I  hope  it  will  come  up  next  session, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Protectionists  of 
the  House  will  find  the  Free-traders  ready  to 
meet  them  on  any  occasion.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan  need  not  be  in  the 
least  afraid  that  I  intend  to  stop  any  measure 
he  may  wish  to  bring  forward ;  nor  do  I  approve 
of  any  such  tactics.  I  should  not  have  risen 
to-night  were  it  not  to  supplement  one  of  the 
statements  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Te  Arc.  The  honourable  member  for  West- 
port  has  introduced  the  working-man  question 
into  this  discussion,  and  he  has  endeavoured  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  working-men  will  bo 
benefited  by  a  duty  being  placed  upon  coal, 
notwithstanding  that  it  has  been  shown  most 
conclusively  during  the  course  of  the  debate 
that,  in  placing  a  moderate  duty  on  coal,  we 
are  heavily  taxing  the  unfortunate  farmer ;  and, 
in  the  ^second  place,  we  are  taxing  the  timber 
industry  of  the  colony. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.   BRUCE.  —  Most  unquestionably.    But 


what  I  wished  to  point  out  was  this :  The 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  has  said  to- 
night that  about  860  men,  I  think,  would  be 
employed  in  connection  with  the  quantity  of 
coal  annually  imported.  What  I  want  to 
point  out  is,  that  commerce  is  exchange,  and 
we  buy  that  coal  by  the  product  of  the  labour 
of  our  own  working-men— that  is,  those  who  are 
engaged  in  raising  oats,  sawing  timber,  and 
other  industries.  I  think  this  discussion  ex- 
ceedingly ill-timed.  Wo  know  perfectly  well 
that  we  shall  have  to  consider  it  next  session ; 
and  we  are  not  going  to  meet  any  points  to- 
night which  the  other  side  might  intend  to 
raise. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  will  just  give  the  other 
side  some  figures  which  they  can  think  over 
until  the  question  comes  up  next  session.  The 
amount  of  coal  imported  in  1884  was  153,000 
tons;  in  1885,  127,000  tons;  in  1886,  117,000 
tons.  Meanwhile,  our  exports  to  New  South 
Wales  have  been  increasing :  in  1884  the  balance 
of  trade  in  our  favour  was  £39,000  ;  in  1885  it 
was  .^182,000;  and  in  1886  it  was  £246,000, 
the  total  amount  of  our  exports  to  New  South 
Wales  last  year  having  been  £822,000.  The 
effect  of  the  motion  before  the  House  would 
be  to  utterly  destroy  that  trade.  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  any  argument  on  the  subject 
to-night.  Those  are  the  figures,  and  anybody 
who  knows  anything  about  trade  with  New 
South  Wales  knows  very  well  that  the  effect  of 
carrying  that  resolution  will  be  to  destroy  that 
valuable  trade. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  do  not  believe  that  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  who  is  actuated  by  prin- 
ciples of  Protection  has  an  honest  desire  to  see 
a  protective  duty  on  the  importation  of  coal, 
and  I  believe  this  motion  is  brought  forward 
solely  in  the  interests  of  mine-owners.  I 
may  mention  that  in  Invercargill  to-day  native 
coal  is  selling  at  15s.  per  ton,  and  imported 
Newcastle  coal  at  2ds.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
a  number  of  people  take  the  imported  coal  in 
preference  to  Westport  or  other  native  coal  for 
certain  purposes. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— At  what  price? 

Mr.  WARD. — I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  must  bo 
interested  in  some  coal-mine.  I  contend  that 
the  effect  of  putting  2s.  6d.  on  imported  coal 
would  be  to  put  2s.  6d.  on  the  native  coal.  I 
think  this  would  prove  a  heavy  tax  on  the 
farmers  and  working-men  all  over  the  colony. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  Canterbury 
Protection  Societ}',  which  has  recently  circu- 
larised the  members  of  this  House,  has  not 
mentioned  the  coal  duty.  I  hope  members 
will  not  support  such  a  tax  as  this. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  rise  to  state  that  I 
shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua,  in  the  interests  of 
trade  between  this  colony  and  New  South 
Wales.  The  honourable  member  for  Taranaki 
has  proved  conclusively  that  that  is  our  duty 
in  the  present  instance.  He  has  shown  that 
three  years  ago  our  import  trade  in  coal  was 
large  and  our  export  of  produce  was  small; 
next  year  the  export  grew  larger  and  the  im- 
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poxfc  grew  smaller;  in  the  following  year  the 
export  grew  larger  still,  and  the  import  still 
smaller :  so  that,  according  to  his  reasoning,  if 
we  can  knock  the  coal  trade  on  the  hecJd  I 
think  our  export  trade  will  he  twice  as  large. 
There  are  a  hundred  reasons  which  I  could 
give  for  carrying  this  motion,  hut  I  will  not  he 
trapped  into  a  discussion  on  Free-trade  and 
Protection  now.  The  Free-traders  say  they 
will  be  ready  to  fight  us  next  session.  We  are, 
however,  prepared  to  meet  them  this  session ; 
but  they  will  not  meet  us.  I  would  ask  this 
House  to  cease  this  debate,  in  the  interests  of 
suffering  humanity.  If  honourable  members 
had  been  sitting  in  the  part  of  the  chamber  in 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  sit  they  would  have 
witnessed  a  spectacle  of  physical  and  mental 
agony  which  might  have  melted  the  hardest 
heart.  I  entreat  the  House  not  to  harden  its 
heart,  but  to  have  some  little  consideration  for 
an  honest  desire  to  discuss  a  very  important 
measure. 

^Ir.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  may  say  that  I  am 
a  Free-trader,  and  I  have  collected  the  following 
figures  as  to  the  value  of  coal  received  from 
New  South  Wales  during  the  last  two  years : 
In  1885  it  was  £147,088;  in  1886,  £123,345. 
This  shows  that  the  coal  industry  in  New  Zea- 
land is  prospering,  and  that  we  are  supplying 
ourselves.  And  we  have  far  more  than  ex- 
ceeded the  difference  in  the  balance  of  exports 
that  were  admitted  free  into  New  3outh  Wales 
in  wheat  and  oats.  In  188G  we  exported  to 
Now  South  Wales  440,878  bushels  of  wheat,  of 
a  value  of  £78,154,  and  970,476  bushels  of  oats, 
of  a  value  of  £98,035,  or  a  total  value  of 
£171,189,  I  maintain  that,  in  the  interests  of 
the  agriculturists  of  this  colony,  we  should 
never  entertain  the  idea  of  a  duty  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  rise  to  a  point  or  order. 
We  are  now  discussing  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  going 
outside  that. 

Mr.  SFEAEEB.— The  proposition  being  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  for  four  weeks,  which 
practically  amounts  to  a  rejection  of  the  mo- 
tion, I  have  thought  it  right  that  honourable 
members  should  be  at  liberty  to  discuss  the 
matter  fully,  lest  it  should  be  disposed  of  alto- 
gether without  fair  discussion. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  have  pointed  out 
that,  while  the  exports  were  increasing,  the  im- 

r>rt8  from  New  South  Wales  were  decreasing, 
consider  that  the  coal  industry  is  on  a  satis- 
factory footing,  and  I  hope  the  discussion  will 
now  be  terminated,  and  the  question  put  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  —  I  had  no  intention  of 
speaking  on  this  motion  to-night;  but  my 
hononrable  friend  the  member  for  Bangitikei 
says  that  the  Free-traders  will  be  quite  ready 
to  meet  the  Protectionists  next  session,  and  I 
tell  him  that  the  Protectionists  are  quite  ready 
to  meet  the  Free-traders  now,  and  they  know 
who  would  get  the  best  of  the  argument.  My 
honourable  friend  tells  us  that  if  we  impose 
this  tax  the  fanners  will  suffer.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  the  farmer  is  so 
Ifr.  W.  P.  Beeves 


depressed  as  in  England,  and  that  is  the  only 
free-trade  country  in  the  world.  Wo  azo  told 
that  it  is  better  for  us  to  import  coal ;  but  we  do 
not  want  the  coals  of  New  South  Wales — ^we 
have  plenty  here ;  we  want  their  money.  We 
are  told  by  the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro 
that  the  coal-mines  only  employ  3G0  men  ;  but 
that  means  that  they  support  1,500  people,  axid 
that  is  a  consideration.  What  were  the  opin- 
ions of  statesmen  like  Bright  and  Cobden? 
When  Cobden  brought  forward  his  Free-trade 
I)olicy,  he  said  that  if  once  England  embraced 
the  glorious  Free- trade  policy  the  whole  civilised 
world  would  have  in  ten  years  to  sweep  away 
their  Customhouses.  In  February,  1865,  Coh- 
den  wrote  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  "The  income  of 
the  Government  is  derived  in  Britain  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  in  any  other  country 
from  the  taxation  of  the  humblest  classes.** 
Mr.  Bright,  when  speaking  at  Leeds  on  the 
11th  December,  1860,  testified  that  every  wcuk- 
ing-man  in  Britain  gives  at  least  two  honn 
extra  per  day  of  toil  and  of  sweat  to  support 
the  Government.  Then,  again,  we  have  statis- 
tics which  are  given  in  Chamhers^s  Jcmmal  for 
the  year  1881,  showing  that  in  Great  Britain, 
supposing  labour  gets  56  per  cent.,  21  per  cent, 
goes  to  capital,  and  23  per  cent,  to  the  Go- 
vernment; whereas  in  America  72  per  cent, 
goes  to  labour,  23  per  cent,  to  capital,  and  only 
5  per  cent,  goes  to  the  Government.  At  this 
hour  of  the  night,  however,  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  a  debate  on  Free- trade  and  Protection; 
but  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  we  are  quite  ready  to  meet  him  whenever 
he  throws  down  the  gauntlet,  or,  rather,  when- 
ever he  likes  to  pick  up  the  gauntlet  that  we 
have  thrown  down. 

Mr.  DODSON.— I  should  not  rise  to  speak  on 
this  question  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller,which,I 
think,  are  a  reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  this  colony.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  content  to  use  proper  terms  this 
discussion  would  have  closed  long  ago ;  but  to  be 
told  that  to  put  a  tax  on  imported  coal  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  working-man  is,  as  I  have  said, 
a  reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  the  people, 
for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  tax  on  coal 
will  have  an  influence  on  every  industry,  and  to 
impose  such  a  tax  is  to  aim  a  direct  blow  at 
every  industry  that  we  carry  on  in  the  colony. 
If  wo  put  a  tax  on  a  foreign  coal  the  result 
will  be  to  immediately  raise  the  price  of  New 
Zealand  coal  to  the  manufacturers. — (No.) — I 
say  it  will.  And  what  are  the  fsu;ts  that  eveiy- 
bo'dy  in  the  colony  knows  ?  Without  any  tax 
at  all  New  Zealand  coal  is  fast  taking  the 
place  of  foreign  coal,  and  will  in  a  short  time 
supersede  it.  I  think  it  was  ill-timed  to  bring 
a  motion  of  this  kind  forward  and  to  propose 
to  put  a  tax  on  an  article  of  this  kind.  Eyeij 
part  of  New  Zealand  is  concerned  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind.  We  have  to  ship  our  prodace  to 
New  South  Wales  because  it  is  the  best  maricet 
we  possess ;  hut  we  shall  not  have  that  market 
open  to  us  if  such  a  duty  is  put  upon  foreign 
coal  as  to  prevent  vessels  bringing  any  New- 
castle  ooal   back   to   New  ZeaUuid.    CoDse- 
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qnently  the  freights  'would  go  up.  Even  now 
uiere  is  only  a  very  slight  profit  on  the  produce 
which  nve  send  there,  and,  if  freights  were 
increased,  of  course  it  would  he  practically  a 
piobibition  of  that  market  for  our  produce. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  now. 

Mr.  D0D30N. — The  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  said,  "We  want  the  money  of  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales."  Honourable 
gentlemen  need  not  be  told  that  if  we  are  to 
get  money  from  New  South  Wales,  and  con- 
tinue to  send  our  produce  there,  we  must  take 
the  thing  which  it  can  give  us  back  in  one 
form,  and  that  is  coal.  Trade  is  not  carried  on 
upon  a  purely  money  basis,  and  when  we  ship 
produce  to  tiiat  market  we  must,  of  course, 
take  back  something  in  trade.  When  you 
strike  a  blow  at  that,  you  strike  a  blow  at  all 
trade.  What  did  we  see  last  week  ?  Even  now 
we  are  shipping  coal  to  Victoria.  Victoria  will 
exact  no  duty. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  have  no  coal. 

Mr.  DODSON.— I  know  that ;  but  it  is  quite 
easy  for  Victoria  to  put  a  duty  on  it,  but  they 
know  better.  They  want  to  get  our  coal  as 
cheaply  as  they  can.  A  duty  on  it  will  have 
the  direct  effect  of  increasing  the  price  of  coal. 
I  think  the  House  will  be  acting  very  unwisely 
if  it  puts  on  a  duty,  as  proposed,  of  2b.  6d.  per 
ton,  because  that  will  only  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing the  price  to  householders  and  manu- 
facturers. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  cannot  forbear  rising  to 
refer  to  the  fallacy  propounded  by  so  many 
speakers — namely,  that  if  we  impose  this  duty 
we  shall  necessarily  raise  the  price  of  coal. 
The  honourable  member  for  Awarua  said  that, 
if  we  put  28.  6d.  a  ton  duty  on  foreign  coal,  not 
only  would  the  West  Coast  coal  be  increased  by 
2s.  6d.,  but  all  other  coal.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  forget  that  there  is  local  competi- 
tion, which  will  prevent  any  increase  in  the 
price.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sole  effect  of 
the  duty  would  be  to  increase  the  output,  not 
the  price,  of  the  local  coal. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  only  wish  to  say  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  that  he 
is  altogether  mistaken,  and  that  if  this  duty  is 
not  going  to  increase  the  price  of  coal  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  will  not  gain  his  point. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Certainly  I  shall. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  is  the  only  point 
which  he  can  score  at  all  for  the  local  pro- 
ducer ;  and,  in  order  to  do  that,  he  wishes  to 
shut  out  New  South  Wales  coal.  I,  in  com- 
mon with  other  speakers,  would  like  to  raise 
my  voice  against  any  duty  such  as  this,  which 
is  bound  to  tell  so  heavily  against  the  farmers 
of  New  Zealand.  Victoria  has  been  men- 
tioned in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  would 
point  out  that  if  honourable  gentlemen  would 
look  at  the  statistics  they  would  find  that 
Victoria,  from  having  no  coal  to  give  us,  is 
taking  a  less  quantity  of  our  produce  year  by 
year,  which  is  altogether  contrary  to  what  is 
the  case  with  New  South  Wales,  where  we  find 
that  the  quantity  of  produce  she  takes  from  us 
has  been  increasing  from  year  to  year.  It  has 
also  been  pointed  out  that  only  360  men  in 
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addition  would  be  employed  if  we  kept  out  the 
quantity  of  coal  we  now  import  from  New 
South  Wales.  The  New  South  Wales  impozi 
would  not  employ  that  number  next  year,  and 
the  year  after  the  number  would  be  less,  so 
that  that  argument  goes  for  nothing  at  all. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*That 
the  words  '  till  to-morrow  fortnight,'  proposed 
to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Mackenzie,  T. 

Thompson,  R. 
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Richardson,  G.  Marchant 
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Ross 

Newman. 

Majority  for,  ] 

L. 

Words  retained. 

On  the  question,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  fortnight, 

Mr.  PYKE  said, — Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  will  rule  me  out  of  order  or  not,  but  you 
have  allowed  honourable  members  to-night  to 
discuss  the  question  of  Protection  and  Free- 
trade  on  a  mere  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate.  A  more  purposeless  debate  I  have 
never  heard  during  the  seventeen  sessions  I 
have  sat  here.  There  was  nothing  at  issue  but 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate ;  yet  honourable 
members  came  with  their  speeches  cut-and- 
dried  which  they  had  ready  a  month  ago — they 
were  all  fired  off  to-night  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  their  authors,  no  doubt,  but  to  the  great 
disgust  and  annoyance  of  honourable  members 
generally.  They  have  been  beating  the  air  in 
a  senseless  manner.  That  is  not  the  way  I 
fight.  When  I  get  up  and  speak  in  the  House 
I  do  not  do  it  to  annoy  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, nor  to  talk  against  time,  and  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  there  has  been  talking  against 
time  right  through.  Now  we  have  got  so  far 
as  this,  I  will  express  my  views  about  coal. 
Coal  t  They  want  a  duty  on  coal  on  the  'Vyest 
Coast,  do  they,  bless  their  little  hearts  t 
Why,  Newcastle  coal  is  now  so  dear  that  it  is 
a  luxury  whioh  only  rich  people  can  indulge  in. 
And  yet  they  want  to  put  a  duty  on  it.    What 
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is  that  for?  It  is  to  compel  the  steamers  to 
take  Westport  ooal,  which  is  not  so  good  for 
steaming  purposes  as  Newcastle.  That  is  the 
Mason  they  want  a  duty  upon  it.  That  is  the 
only  real  object  of  those  who  want  to  put  an 
import  duty  on  coal. 

Mr.  FISH.— No. 

Mr.  PYKE. — The  honourable  member  keeps 
saying  "  No  ;'*  but  a  man  may  say  "  No, 
no/'  for  many  times  and  yet  never  tell  the 
truth.  There  was  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua,  who  in  former  years,  as  member  of 
this  House,  was  known,  aiid  favourably  known, 
as  **  the  Buller  Lion." 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  request  the  honour- 
able member  not  to  use  such  terms  in  reference 
to  honourable  members,  who  are  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  districts  they  represent. 

Mr.  PYKE.—No,  Sir ;  I  made  a  mistake  ;  it 
was  another  gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  must  request  the  honour- 
able member  not  to  apply  disrespectful  terms 
to  any  honourable  member. 

Mr.  PYKE.—No,  Sir.  I  do  not  apply  it  to 
the  present  member.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  insinuate  that  you 
apply  it  to  some  member.  That  is  not  with- 
drawing it. 

Mr.  PYKE.— Well,  Sir,  I  do  withdraw  the 
words.  I  was  about  to  say  that  this  honourable 
gentleman  to  whom  I  was  referring  is  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Buller,  who  went  into  the  lobby  the 
other  day  against  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  in  favour  of  appointing  an 
early  date  to  consider  the  question  of  Protec- 
tion; and  yet  he  stands  here  to-night  and 
advocates  protection  strongly  for  one  particular 
industry.  I  am  correct  in  making  that  state- 
ment. I  do  not  see  anything  consistent  in  that 
except  a  consistency  rendered  by  the  dictionary 
as  "  thickness."  That  is  not  consistent  conduct, 
and  I  do  not  understand  why  any  honourable 
member  should  stand  up  in  the  House  and 
endeavour  to  press  for  a  benefit  to  any  par- 
ticular industry  when  on  the  general  question 
he  votes  against  the  whole  principle  involved  in 
that  question.  Now,  I  did  think  that,  con- 
sidering the  whole  question  was  raised  to-night 
merely  on  a  motion  for  adjournment  of  the 
•debate,  honourable  members  might  have  had 
A  little  more  consideration  for  those  who  had 
Bills  to  bring  on.  The  honourable  member  for 
Kiunara  had  a  very  important  measure  for  the 
reduction  of  the  gold  duty,  the  merits  of  which 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter  upon  at  the  present 
time.  I  need  not,  for  its  name  carries  its 
own  recommendation  to  this  House.  Then, 
there  was  another  measure  of  very  vital  im- 
portance to  the  province  for  which  I  am  one  of 
the  members,  the  Otago  Central  Railway  Bill. 
.  Both  these  Bills  have  been  completely  blocked 
by  a  discussion  on  a  motion  for  adjournment, 
which  has  been  permitted  to  develop  into 
a  Protectionist  debate.  Twice  this  session 
we  have  had  a  Protectionist  debate  on  mere 
-motions  for  adjournment.  I  do  hope,  if  the 
Protectionists  in  the  House  wish  to  test  them- 
selves against  the  Free-traders,  they  will  do  so 
in  a  straightforward,  honourable  manner.  The 
Mr,  Fyke 


honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  said  we  aie 
afraid  to  meet  them.  Let  him  table  a  direct 
resolution  and  see  if  we  are  not  prepaced  to 
fight  the  Protectionists.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
a  Free-trader,  because  there  is  no  snch  thing 
in  the  colony.  Nor  are  there  any  Proteottonists. 
There  are  Prohibitionists  and  advocates  of  a 
moderate  revenue  tariff.  I  belong  to  the  l&tter 
class ;  and,  if  the  Prohibitionists  wish  to  test 
their  strength  against  ours,  let  them  table  a 
resolution  affirming  the  desirability  of  prohi- 
bition, and  I  am  prepared  to  meet  them,  and  a 
majority  of  this  House  are  prepared  to  meet 
them. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  hope  we  shall 
not  have  a  general  discussion  at  this  hoar  of 
the  morning  because  two  or  three  honourable 
members  who  must  talk  on  every  subject  h&ve 
delayed  business  to-night.  I  do  appeal  to 
honourable  members — ^knowing  the  work  the 
Grovernment  has  to  do  and  that  the  Hoase  has 
to  do :  how  many  of  us  have  to  begin  work  very 
early  in  the  morning — ^not  to  go  into  the  general 
question  at  this  time  of  the  morning ;  but,  as  we 
can  do  no  more  work,  let  us  get  home  to  bed. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— If  the  comparatively  reoeniiy 
established  rule  of  allowing  no  new  business  to 
come  on  after  half -past  twelve  were  abrogated, 
and  Parliament  restored  to  its  former  liberty 
in  that  respect,  none  of  these  scenes  would 
occur.  I  really  think,  as  the  session  is  so 
short,  the  Government  would  do  wisely  in 
allowing  that  rule  to  be  suspended  for  the  rest 
of  the  session,  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of 
what  has  been  complained  of. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  be  very  ^lad 
indeed  to  try  that,  if  certain  honourable  gentle- 
men would  engage  not  to  impose  so  much  of 
their  talking  on  the  House  as  they  now  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  the  Premier  now  &^ 
notice  to  move  the  suspension  of  that  Standing 
Order?  I  am  sure  it  would  result  in  much 
work  beneficial  to  the  colony  being  done  that 
will  not  otherwise  be  done. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  hope  the  Premier  will 
not  do  it.  It  is  a  very  serious  thing  to  do,  and 
it  would  want  a  great  deal  of  consideration, 
especially  when  we  remember  the  evil  effects 
of  what  WSA  done  before  the  rule  existed,  when 
new  business  was  forced  through  without  the 
knowledge  of  many  honourable  members,  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  certainly  could  not, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  make  such  a  propo^. 
I  must  certainly  have  an  understanding  with 
some  honourable  members  before  I  could  make 
such  a  motion. 

Hon.  Members. — Who  are  they  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  need  not  name  them 
now. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
one  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  24th  November,  1887. 


First  Beading  — Oreymouth  Breakwater  —  LoDdon 
Bchool  Board  Soriptnra^lesson  Book— Scab  in 
If  arlborough  and  Nelson— Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakkr  took  the  chair  at 
hall-post  two  o'clock.  « 

Pbiyess. 

FIRST  READING. 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill. 

GREYMOUTH  BREAKWATER. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Govem- 
xoent,  Whether  it  is  true,  and,  if  so,  by  what 
authority,  the  persons  constructing  the  Grey- 
mouth  breakwater  are  taJcing  stone  from  Maori 
land?  Also,  whether  any  compensation  is 
being  paid  to  the  owners  ?  After  the  passing 
of  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Act  the  parties  who 
were  constructing  the  breakwater  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  stone  from  Native  lands. 
They  had  taken  millions  of  tons  of  stone  from 
these  lands,  besides  destroying  the  land.  He 
bad  not  heard  that  the  owners  of  that  land  hod 
given  any  permission  to  the  persons  construct- 
ing the  works  to  take  the  stones. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  work  of 
constructing  the  breakwater  was  being  carried 
on  by  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board,  and 
nothing  was  known  to  the  department  of  the 
arrangements  in  regard  to  tlic  supply  of  stone. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  SCRIPTURE- 
LESSON  BOOK. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Government  are 
in  possession  of  the  Scripture- lesson  book  or 
books  used  in  the  schools  under  the  direction 
of  the  London  School  Board  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
lay  a  copy  or  copies  thereof  upon  the  table  ? 
Some  years  ago  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Mundella, 
in  an  address  to  the  London  School  Board, 
stated  that,  the  Boards  of  Education  in  England 
finding  it  impossible  for  religious  denominations 
to  agree  with  respect  to  the  lessons  to  be  used 
in  public  schools,  it  was  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  judicious  laymen  to  make  the  neces- 
sary selections.  These  lessons  were  accord- 
ingly selected;  and  it  had  this  very  curious 
effect :  that,  whereas  the  attendance  of  child- 
ren in  Sunday  schools  had  previously  been 
three  millions,  the  attendance  increased  to  five 
millions  after  the  lessons  had  been  used  in 
the  schools.  Some  inquizy  was  made  here 
some  twelve  months  ago  in  respect  of  these 
Board-school  lessons,  and  he  thought  it  possible 
the  Government  might  have  obtained  a  copy  of 
those  lessons,  and,  if  so,  he  would  like  to  have 
them  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  that  from  in- 

Sniries  made  it  appeajred  that  the  officers  of  the 
epartment  in  Wellington  possessed  no  copy  of 
the  Scripture  lessons  authorised  by  the  Lon- 
don School  Board. 


SCAB  IN  MARLBOROUGH  AND  NELSON. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  moved,  That  copies 
of  all  correspondence  relating  to  the  late  out- 
break of  scab  on  the  Greenliills  Run,  in  the 
Marlborough  District,  and  the  Mount  Patriarch 
Run,  in  the  Nelson  District,  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Council.  A  short  time  since  they 
were  led  to  hope  that  scab  had  been  entirely 
eradicated  in  the  colony,  and  that  they  would 
hear  no  more  of  it.  Unfortunately,  however, 
another  outbreak  had  occurred  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  South  Island ;  and  this  being  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance  to  all  colonists, 
he  thought  it  right  to  move  this  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PHARMACY  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— This  is  an 
amendment  of  an  Act  that  was  passed  in  1680, 
following  in  a  great  measure  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  subsec- 
tion (8)  of  clause  19  there  appears  evidently  to 
have  been  an  omission  in  describing  the  persons 
who  are  to  be  admitted  as  registered  chemists. 
It  provides, — 

"Holds  a  certificate  or  diploma  of  com- 
petency as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  or  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  or  homoeopathic  chemist, 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  any  college  or  board  of  pharmacy  re- 
cognised by  the  Board  under  any  regulations 
made  under  this  Act." 

Now,  it  does  appear  to  me  there  was  no 
reason  why,  in  addition  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland  should  not  have  been  mentioned. 
There  is  a  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Ireland 
which  is  on  the  same  lines  as  d[iat  of  Eng- 
land, and  I  apprehend  it  was  an  oversight  on 
the  port  of  our  Legislature  that  Ireland  was 
not  included.  The  Bill  proposes  to  remedy 
that  oversight  and  defect.  During  the  last 
session  of  Parliament  a  similar  Bill  to  this  was 
passed  by  the  Council.  That  Bill  was  pre- 
cisely the  some  as  the  present,  but  it  did  not 
get  through  the  House  of  Representatives,  al- 
though it  was  sent  down  there,  for  honourable 
members  will  recollect  that  a  great  number 
of  Bills,  and  this  amongst  the  number,  fell 
through  that  session  on  account  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  session  and  the  dissolution  that 
took  place.  The  only  desire,  I  think,  is  to  do 
what  is  reasonable  and  fair,  and  that  is,  to 
put  the  chemists  of  Ireland  precisely  in  the 
same  position  as  those  of  England.  Tho  object 
of  the  Bill — which  I  now  move  should  be  read  a 
second  time — is  merely  to  remedy  the  omission 
I  have  pointed  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  do  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this  Bill  for  a 
moment.  I  think  the  Bill  is  a  desirable  one,  so 
far  as  the  intention  of  the  Bill  is  concerned. 
But  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  to  the  fact  that  there  has 
been,  as  I  think,  throughout  this  Bill  a  very 
serious  omission,  and  it  is  possible  the  amend- 
ment he  now  proposes  will  not  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  If  honourable  members  will 
look  into  the  Bill  they  will  see  that  it  provides 
for  the  registration  of  certain  persons  as  mem- 
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herd  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  19th  clause,  in 
which  clause  the  words  "  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety of  Great  Britain"  occur,  and  which  is 
here  sought  to  be  amended  by  the  addition  of 
the  words  **  and  of  Ireland."  That  clause  com- 
mences by  saying  that  **  Any  person  who  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,"  and, 
amongst  other  things,  holds  the  necessary  quali- 
fications, shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered. 
Honourable  members  will  see  at  once  that  the 
whole  of  that  clause  is  ruled  by  these  few 
words.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  any  person, 
to  be  registered  under  this  clause  of  the  Act, 
must  have  been  twenty-one  years  of  age  on  the 
19th  August,  1880,  and  must  possess  the  neces- 
sary qualifications.  If  he  was  not  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act  he  evidently  could  not  be  regis- 
tered. As  this  is  evidently  a  great  oversight, 
I  suggest  that,  after  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  before  it  is  considered  in  Committee, 
it  should  be  gone  into  thoroughly.  I  am  satis- 
fied there  was  an  intention  that  persons  who 
are  qualified  as  chemists  and  druggists  else- 
where should  be  admitted  to  practice  here 
without  further  examination.  Such  a  provision 
is  not  required  of  members  of  the  Medical 
Society,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  be  so  in 
the  case  of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  I  suggest  that  after  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  this  point,  which  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Attorney-General,  and  that  some  pro- 
vision should  be  introduced  to  remedy  this 
pretty  obvious  defect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— When  this  Bill 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council 
on  a  former  occasion,  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  exhibited  to  the  Council  a  series  of 
examination-papers  issued  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
ticQ.1  Society  of  Ireland,  which  indicated  that 
the  character  of  the  examination  was  such  that 
those  parties  passing  it  were  deserving  to  be 
recognised  as  qualified  chemists  and  druggists 
in  this  colony.  I  have  no  doubt  that  my 
honourable  friend  was  under  the  impression 
that  those  were  the  only  examination-papers 
issued  in  Ireland.  I  was  under  that  impres- 
sion myself,  and,  holding  the  view  that  the 
examination-papers  disclosed  a  sufficient  test 
of  the  knowledge  of  candidates,  I  could  see 
that  it  was  only  right  that  the  Bill  should  pass 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  then  was  and  in  which 
it  now  appears.  I  subsequently  became  aware 
there  were  two  grades  of  examinations  in  order 
to  obtain  certificates  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  and  that  the  examination- 
papers  which  the  Council  was  familiar  with — 
which  had  been  shown  to  members  of  the 
pouncil — were  those  which  qualified  for  the 
higher  grade ;  but  the  examination-papers  for 
chemists  and  druggists  were  not  shown  to  the 
Council.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are 
available,  but  it  is  clear  enough  that  we  should 
be  equally  satisfied,  by  {the  exhibition  of  the  ex- 
amination-papers of  the  second  gi^e,  that  they 
are  qualified  to  be  registered  under  the  Phar- 
Hon,  Mr,  Waterhouse 


maoy  Act  of  New  Zealand.  I  suggest  to  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  whether  it  mi^t 
not  be  better,  seeing  that  there  are  defects  of 
different  characters,  such  as  have  been  refezred 
to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  in  the  point 
I  have  now  raised — whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee, 
which  could  more  leisurely  inquire  into  the 
paAicular  standing  of  persons  registered  under 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  and 
ascertain  whether  the  proposal  to  admit  all 
who  are  so  registered  to  the  registration  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  New  Zealand  is  adTis- 
ablc,  or  whether  some  distinction  should  be 
drawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.—Sur.  when  I  in- 
troduced this  measure  last  session  I  was  not 
aware  that  there  were  two  grades  of  examina- 
tion, such  as  have  been  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Mt.  Menzies.  I  only  knew  of  one,  and  that 
was  brought  to  my  knowledge  by  persons  who 
considered  they  were  labouring  under  disabili- 
ties ;  and  I  believed  they  were  labouring  under 
disabilities  at  the  time,  because  it  was  admitted 
they  could  not  be  registered  under  the  law  as 
it  stands  at  present.  As  I  have  said,  I  was  not 
then  aware  that  there  were  two  grades ;  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  it  now ;  but  the  diploma  held 
by  the  gentleman  who  was  suffering  under 
these  disabilities  was  one  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies  considered  was  of  a  sufficient  cha- 
racter as  to  entitle  the  gentleman  to  be  regis- 
tered here.  It  was  signed  by  Sir  Dominick 
Corrigan,  who  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  his  profession  in  Ireland.  He  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Society,  and  the  certificate  waa 
also  signed  by  several  members  of  the  Boards 
whose  names  I  do  not  remember.  I  am  quite  snze 
that,  if  evidence  is  taken  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee it  is  suggested  should  be  appointed^ 
they  will  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  those 
labouring  under  the  disadvantaged  and  disabili- 
ties I  have  alluded  to  should  bo  relieved  from 
such  a  position. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  have  no- 
objection  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee after  it  has  been  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES, 
the  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Dr.  PoUen» 
and  the  mover. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o*olock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES^ 
Thursday,  24th  November,  1887, 


Third  Beading— Babbit-extermination — Melboank» 
E^^ibltion— Midland  Bailway. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

P&ATBBS. 
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THIRD  READING. 
Ohnrch  Property  Trust  (Canterbury)  Bill. 

RABBIT-EXTERHnNATION. 

Mr.  LABNAGH  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  would  comiaunioate  by  wire  with- 
out delay  with  the  Government  of  South  Aus- 
tralia with  reference  to  the  experiments  that 
were  being  conducted  there  by  Professor  Watson 
with  a  view  to  the  extermination  of  rabbits. 
The  Rabbit  Ck>mmittees  were  sitting  now,  and 
they  would  be  very  glad  to  get  as  full  informa- 
tion as  possible  on  the  subject  before  reporting. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  be  very  glad  to  telegraph  for  the  desired 
information. 

MELBOURNE  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  like  to  know  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as  to 
the  course  they  intended  to  adopt  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Melbourne  Exhibition.  A  number 
of  people  all  over  the  colony  were  very  anxious 
to  know  what  the  Government  intended  to  do 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  replied  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  propose  a  vote  so  as 
to  have  New  Zealand  represented  at  the  Mel- 
bourne Exhibition. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Major  ATKINSON.  — Sir,  I  beg  to  move, 
That  this  House  agrees  with  the  report  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Committee.  I  might  say  that 
the  Committee  have  taken  a  very  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  get  the  contract  into  a  generally 
intelligible  form.  They  have  not,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  presented  this  contract  as*  being  one 
fit  for  the  signature  of  the  Government  or  of 
tiie  company.  There  has  not  been  time  to 
make  a  careful  revision  of  it,  and  to  put  it  in  the 
order  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  put  in  before 
the  contract  can  be  signed.  What  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  going  to  ask  the  House  to  do 
18  this — and  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the 
merits  of  the  question  at  all.  I  see  by  the 
order  referring  this  question  to  a  Committee 
that  the  House  decided  the  question  that  it  was 
to  go  on,  and  therefore  I  do  not  propose  to  re- 
open the  question  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
work;  but  what  I  understand  the  House  de- 
sired was,  that  the  Committee  should  go  care- 
fully through  the  proposals  of  the  company, 
and  see  how  far  they  were  reasonable,  and  what 
counter-proposals  should  be  made  on  behalf  of 
the  colony.  The  result  of  their  labours  ap- 
pears in  what  we  shall  call  a  draft  contract ; 
but  I  wish  honourable  members  to  imderstand 
that  it  is  not  submitted  either  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  or  the  Government  in  such  a  form 
as  to  be  fit  for  signature.  All  we  ask  is  the 
general  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  pro- 
posals themselves,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  bf 
the  Government  then  to  see  that  they  are  put 
in  proper  legal  form  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
possibility  of  doubt.  Clauses  8,  9,  and  10  the 
Committee  directed  the  (Government  to  see 
particularly  to.  They  are  sufficiently  plain  in 
themselves,  but  will  require  careful  revision  by 


the  Crown  Law  Officers,  and  also  by  the  Lands 
Department,  to  see  that  we  get  exactly  what 
we  want.  We  should  have  been  glad  if  in  a 
position  to  place  upon  the  table  what  might 
ijbe  called  a  complete  contract;  but.  Sir,  the 
time  at  our  disposal  is  so  short  that  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  better  to  get  the  Committee 
to  present  it  in  this  form  than  to  take  up  a 
much  longer  time  than  the  House  had  at  its 
disposal  for  consideration.  I  may  point  out 
that  the  late  negotiations  failed  with  the  com- 
pany, there  not  being  sufficient  power  to  grant 
what  was  wanted.  The  late  Government  was 
of  opinion  that  the  House  should  be  asked  for 
still  further  powers.  The  present  Government 
carefully  considered  the  matter,  and  now  re- 
commend a  fresh  contract  on  the  terms  here 
set /forth.  This  draft  contract  differs  in  two 
points,  principally,  from  the  original  contract. 
The  first  is  clause  3,  which  is  known  as  the 
guarantee  clause.  The  company,  as  honour- 
able members  will  recollect,  asked  for  an  abso- 
lute guarantee  that  the  land  they  get  should 
realise  £1,250,000:  that  is  to  say,  they  asked 
that  the  land  valued,  by  their  valuer  on  behalf 
of  the  company,  and  by  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  at  £1,250,000, 
should  be  guaranteed  by  the  colony  to  be  worth 
that  sum.  The  Committee  have  recommended 
that  the  company  should  be  allowed  to  select 
lands  within  the  area  which  shall  realise  up 
to  that  amount,  but  that  they  should  have  no 
claim  to  go  outside  the  authorised  area  as 
shown  by  the  map.  The  Government  think 
that  is  not  unreasonable  under  the  circum- 
stances. I  want  the  House  to  remember  dis- 
tinctly that  we  are  not  now  beginning  this 
question;  we  are  not  now  for  the  first  time 
proposing  to  enter  into  a  contract.  That  has 
been  already  done;  the  bargain  has  been  en- 
tered into ;  and  the  Government  think  it  must 
be  obvious  to  all  honourable  members  that  it 
is  very  undesirable,  the  negotiations  having 
gone  so  far,  that  the  matter  should  be  allowed 
to  fall  through.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  do  not 
believe  the  guarantee  is  worth  anything — ^that 
is,  as  to  costing  the  colony  anything.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  land  the  company  gets  will 
certainly  sell  for  considerably  over  the  amount 
it  is  now  valued  at.  That  is  my  opinion.  There 
are  various  opinions  about  it^  and,  that  being 
so,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  put  the  clause 
in  its  present  form.  There  has  also  been  con- 
siderable difficulty  under  the  original  contract 
with  regard  to  gold-mining  rights ;  and  the 
Committee  has  proposed  that  the  Government 
should  have  an  absolute  right  to  take  up  to 
750,000  acres  out  of  the  authorised  area  for 
bond,  fide  gold-mining  purposes.  These  are  the 
main  alterations ;  but  there  are  several  others 
of  less  importance,  which  honourable  gentle- 
men have,  no  doubt,  seen  for  themselves. 
I  propose,  if  the  House  sees  fit  to  concur  in 
the  proposals  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
Government  should  endeavour  at  once  to 
get  the  contract  put  in  a  proper  binding  and 
legal  form,  and  get  it  signed,  if  possible,  before 
the  House  is  prorogued;  and  then  to  bring 
down  a  Bill  authorising  the  contract.     But^ 
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if  it  ifi  found  improctioable  to  do  that,  then 
we  propose  to  get  the  contract  into  the  best 
form  we  can  before  the  session  ends,  and  pass 
a  short  Act  authorising  the  Government  to 
enter  into  negotiations  and  sign  a  contract  on 
the  general  basis  of  the  revised  contract  and 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee.  That 
is  the  course  the  Government  propose;  and  I 
now  beg  to  move,  That  this  House  concurs  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  ask  if  the  return  I 
have  moved  for  has  been  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— 1  believe  I  shall 
be  in  a  position  to  lay  it  on  the  table  in  a  very 
few  minutes.  It  has  been  sent  to  the  Printer, 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  circulated  immediately. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  report  of  the 
Committee,  with  the  revised  contract,  has  been 
so  recently  put  in  the  hands  of  honourable 
members  that  I  dare  say  they  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  it  very  critically,  and  I  beg  to 
point  out  that  there  are  two  or  three  points  in 
reference  to  the  proposed  contract  which  re- 
quire very  careful  consideration  by  the  House. 
Our  first  object,  of  course,  should  be  to  avoid 
all  risk  of  future  litigation ; — that,  I  presume, 
we  are  all  anxious  to  accomplish,  if  it  is  at  all 
practicable.  I  do  not  think  what  the  Com- 
mittee propose  with  reference  to  the  company 
not  going  outside  the  prescribed  area  to  select 
land  is  free  from  all  doubt,  and  I  should  sug- 
gest certain  words  to  add ;  and,  if  the  Premier 
will  listen  for  a  moment,  I  think  he  will  acimit 
that  the  words  I  suggest  will  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty. T^ie  words  are  these :  "  The  only  remedy 
of  the  company  in  respect  of  such  difference  (if 
any)  shall  oe  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany to  select  land  to  the  extent  only  of  land 
within  the  authorised  area.''  That  would  make 
it  quite  clear  that  the  rights  of  the  company  to 
land  are  confined  to  the  prescribed  area,  or  the 
revised  area,  as  it  is  called  here.  Then  there 
is  another  point,  under  subsection  (c)  of  sec- 
tion 2.  The  question  is,  whether,  under  this, 
the  eolony  could  take  land  which  is  not  wholly 
auriferous.  An  honourable  member  has  pointed 
out  to  me  that  there  may  be,  between  different 
leads  bearing  gold,  say,  twenty  or  thirty  acres 
of  land  not  auriferous,  and  yet  it  might  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  take  that  land  for  the 
proper  working  of  the  leads.  Taking  the  pro- 
posed contract  literally,  that  might  be  regarded 
as  fraudulent  on  the  part  of  the  colony.  I  sug- 
gest that,  to  remove  all  doubt,  these  words 
should  be  inserted:  **and  the  whole  of  such 
block  need  not  be  auriferous."  That  would 
show  that  the  colony  was  not  committing  ajiy 
fraud  if  it  withdrew  ten  thousand  acr^lfor 
mining  purposes,  though  the  whole  of  it  might 
not  be  actually  auriferous.  These  are  the  two 
principal  points  which  have,  so  far,  occurred  to 
me  ;  but  I  think  there  are  other  points  of  con- 
siderable importance  which  require  careful  con- 
sideration before  the  draft  contract  is  finally 
settled.  For  instance,  there  should  be  an  ab- 
solute remova;l  of  any  possibility  of  litigation 
being  begun  against  the  colony  except  in  the 
Courts  of  the  colony.  Of  course  it  would  not  be 
j>roper  to  take  away  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Major  Atkinson 


Privy  Council;  but,  in  the  event  of  any  dia- 
pate  between  the  colony  and  the  company,  it 
should  be  made  absolutely  certain  that  litigs^on 
could  not  be  initiated  anywhere  except  in  tbe 
Courts  of  the  colony.  I  think  it  should  be  made 
quite  clear,  so  that  if  any  action  were  brought 
against  the  colony  in  the  English  Courts  it 
should  be  a  good  defence  to  show  that  the  p|ar- 
ties  had  agreed  that  any  dispute  should  be  tried 
in  the  Courts  of  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Does  the  honouzable 
gentleman  say  it  is  not  so  here  7 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — By  the  language 
used  in  section  17  it  is  intended,  but  it  should 
be  made  more  clear.  It  has  been  recently  de- 
cided in  England  that  the  Agent-General  of  a 
colony  pannot  be  sued  there ;  but  I  think  it  is 
just  possible  that  the  English  Courts  might 
have  jurisdiction  in  gui  action  by  the  company 
against  the  colony  if  the  company  did  not 
contract  itself  out  of  the  right  to  that  jurisdic- 
tion. I  think  the  language  should  be  so  clear 
that  to  set  up  the  agreement  would  be  a  bar 
to  any  action  brought  in  England :  that  is  to 
say,  it  should  be  so  distinctly  and  emphatically 
expressed  that  there  should  be  no  possible  doal^ 
as  to  the  right  of  the  colony  to  have  any  dis- 
putes between  itself  and  the  company  heard 
in  the  Courts  of  the  colony.  I  will  not  now 
touch  on  two  or  three  points  of  lesser  import- 
ance in  the  contract  which  require  great  care ; 
but  I  will  say  this :  that,  although  I  was  op- 
posed to  the  policy  of  entering  into  the  original 
contract  at  all,  I  realise  this  fact :  that  Parlia- 
ment has  decided  that  that  policy  sliall  be 
carried  out,  and  what  we  have  to  do  now  is  to 
make  provision  to  insure  that  it  shall  be  carried 
out  in  as  fair  and  equitable  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible, and  that,  above  all,  we  shall  avoid  any  of 
those  difiioulties,  in  the  beginning,  which  would 
be  likely  in  the  end  to  lead  to  protracted  litiga- 
tion, and  possibly  to  mulcting  the  colony  in  a 
large  amount  of  damages  or  compensation 
which  we  do  not  anticipate.  I  shall  not  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  House  further,  beyond 
saying  that  I  am  anxious  this  matter  should 
now  be  dealt  with  and  settled  and  finally  dis- 
posed of  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Is  it  proposed  to  taka  the 
clauses  one  by  one  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  motion  is  for  the 
House  to  agree  with  the  Committee's  report  aa 
a  whole. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Perhaps  the  Premier  vrillex- 
plain  our  exact  position.  I  understood  him  to 
say  he  only  asked  for  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  House,  and  that  then  a  contract  should 
be  carefully  framed  and  submitted  to  us  again. 
I  do  not  see  anything  in  his  motion  to  secure 
that  to  us,  however,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if 
the  House  agrees  to  this  motion  it  has  actually 
deprived  itself  of  the  power  of  any  further  inter- 
ference in  the  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  matter  must  again 
come  before  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  Bill, 
because  there  is  no  power  for  the  Qovemmeat 
to  sign  a  binding  contract  without  farther  legis- 
lation. What  I  do  ask  now  is  for  the  general 
concurrence  of  the  House,  and  the  Qovemment 
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wiU  then  enter  into  a  contract  and  aek  the 
House  to  legalise  it  by  Act. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.— Have  the  clauses  of  the 
revised  contract  been  submitted  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Grown  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  have;  but  the  Law 
Officers  are  not  able  to  say  yet  that  they  pro- 
vide all  that  is  necessary.  The  contract  may 
be  regarded  as  a  first  draft,  and  what  the  Go- 
vernment ask  is  that  the  House  shall  sanction 
the  principles  expressed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.— The  clauses  roust  be  re- 
vised afterwards  ? 

Mftjor  ATKINSON.— Yes;  they  must  be  re- 
vised. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier a  question  as  to  clause  8,  which  appears 
to  me  one  of  the  most  important  clauses  in 
what  is  submitted  to  us.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  a  possibility,  under  that,  of  a  second 
block  of  land  being  required  if  the  iirst  does 
not  realise  £1,250,000.  I  think  the  clause  should 
go  further,  and  provide  expressly  that  in  no 
case  shall  the  syndicate  receive  money  from 
the  colony  in  the  event  of  the  land  they  take 
falling  short  in  realising  the  amount  required. 
Is  it  possible  to  amend  the  clause  in  that 
direction? 

air.  WILSON.— Would  not  this  be  the  posi- 
tion, if  the  House  concurs  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee :  that  a  contract  would 
be  signed  by  the  Government  and  a  Bill 
brought  in  to  legalise  it,  but  that,  in  dealing 
with  that  Bill,  we  should  have  no  way  of 
amending  the  contract  at  all  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— Clearly,  the  contract 
could  not  be  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  with- 
out further  legislation,  as  I  understand  it ;  but 
what  we  want  to  do  to-day  is  to  so  far  agree  to 
the  contract  that  we  may  put  it  into  a  Bill  and 
obtain  power  to  sign  it.  With  regard  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua,  the  Committee  have  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  considering  this  question,  and 
the  Government  have  also  considered  it  care- 
fully, and  both  the  Committee  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
nothing  mentioned  in  the  contract  that  would 
make  the  country  liable  to  pay  monetary  com- 
pensation. That  is  made  absolutely  clear,  we 
think,  by  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  clause  1, 
and  also  by  clause  8,  by  which  it  is  provided 
that  the  company  cannot  go  outside  the  au- 
thorised area.  That  seems  to  be  a  sufficient 
protection  for  the  colony. 

Mr.  IZARD.— I  should  like  to  ask  whether 
the  Govenmient  have  any  information  as  to 
whether  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  drafted 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  company. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No;  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  the  contract  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  company.  The  company  have 
their  agents  here ;  but  they  are  not  empowered 
to  commit  the  company  in  this  way,  and  I 
have  not  felt  that  the  Government  would  be 
doing  any  good  by  entering  into  negotiations 
until  we  knew  what  the  will  of  the  House  was. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  do  not  quite  understand  the 
position,  and  I  think  we  should  have  an  explicit 


declaration  on  this  point :  When  the  contraot 
comes  before  us  in  tiie  Bill  shall  we  be  enabled 
to  review  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  and 
decide  whether  we  will  carry  out  such  a  con- 
tract as  this  ?  Shall  we  have  perfect  power 
and  freedom  to  reject  the  contract  in  whole  or 
in  part  when  the  Bill  is  discussed  ?  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  a  specific  promise  to  that  effect^ 
that  when  the  Bill  coM«es  up  we  shall  be  able 
to  do  exactly  what  we  like,  and  not  be  bound 
in  any  form  whatever  by  what  had  previously 
been  done. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  take  it  that  the  House 
will  have  full  power  to  do  what  it  likes,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be  at  all  right  that  it  should 
reserve  to  itself  the  power  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asks ;  because  we  are  now  asking 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  general  principles, 
and  we  hope  that  the  House  will  now  come  to 
a  determination  as  to  what  it  will  do— that  is^ 
in  respect  to  whether  it  will  give  such  a  gua- 
rantee as  is  here  provided  for.  But  I  think  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  after  the  House 
had  instructed  the  Government  to  deal  with 
the  company  on  the  basis  provided  for,  if  it 
were  to  say,  on  a  future  occasion,  "  We  object 
to  this  contract ;  we  will  not  give  the  guarantee 
asked  for."  I  undoi-stand  that  we  are  settling 
those  points  now.  If  there  is  any  deviation  in 
the  wording  of  the  contract  as  now  presented, 
clearly  the  House  will  have  a  right  to  consider 
that ;  but  otherwise  I  ask  tbe  House  to  deter* 
mine  all  these  points  now,  because  it  is  of  no 
use  wasting  our  time  and  the  company's  time 
in  negotiating  on  a  point  which  the  House  ha* 
not  determined  on. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  should  like  to  ask  whe- 
ther,  in  order  to  give  the  company  the  right 
to  select  additional  land  uo  to  the  value  of 
£1,250,000,  and  as  a  set-off  for  the  750,000 
acres  to  be  reserved  for  mining  purposes  by  the 
Government,  the  colony  is  not  surrendering 
absolutely  its  right  to  select  alternate  blocks  of 
land  where  the  company  selects. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  that  is  so. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  brought  up  the  report  that  ie 
now  under  consideration,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  the  particular  points  to  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West  has  drawn 
attention  are  those  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee was  most  exercised  and  took  the 
greatest  care.  The  8rd  clause  seems  to  me  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance ;  and  it  is  very 
essential  that  we  should  clearly  express  the 
liability  of  the  colony  to  the  company  by  lan- 
guage, and  leave  nothing  whatever  to  be  taken 
from  inference.  We  should  say,  in  the  very 
plainest  of  language,  that  the  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  select  within  the  prescribed 
area  a  certain  amount  of  land,  but  beyond  that 
we  should  not  allow  the  colony  to  be  impli- 
cated in  any  way  whatever,  or  to  be  bound  to 
supply  any  deficiency.  And  the  Committee 
thought,  when  it  resolved  upon  this  report,  that 
that  had  been  effected  by  t^s  section  8 ;  and  I 
still  think  that  it  is  so.  The  whole  of  this  con- 
tract is  inconsistent,  I  venture  to  say,  with  anj 
claim  for  money  against  the  oolony.    There  is 
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nothing  in  any  part  of  it  which  implies  or  in- 
dicates that  the  company  has  any  such  claim  ; 
and  the  honourahle  gentleman  will  notice  that 
a  very  important  alteration  has  been  made  in 
this  clause  8 — that,  in  fact,  it  has  been  com- 
]^letely  recast,  and  that,  instead  of  being  a  cove- 
nant binding  upon  the  Queen  that  she  should 
grant  such  additional  lands,  it  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  clause  for  the  taking  of  an 
account  and  the  making  of  a  valuation  at 
the  end  of  a  certain  period,  and  then  enabling 
the  company  to  select,  instead  of  the  Queen 
covenanting  to  grant,  to  the  extent  of  the 
land  available  for  selection  within  the  au- 
thorised area,  to  the  amount  of  the  deficiency, 
if  any,  between  the  amount  of  such  valua- 
tion and  account  and  the  sum  of  £1,250,000. 
Honourable  gentlemen  will  notice  the  great 
difference  between  the  Queen  covenanting  to 
grant  and  the  company  being  permitted  to  select 
within  a  certain  area  land  to  a  certain  amount. 
There  can  be  no  understanding  arrived  at  by  any 
person  reading  this  contract  that  the  colony  is 
to  be  responsible  for  any  deficiency.  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  honourable  gentlemen  had  not 
read  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  Agent-General  they 
would  never  have  had  a  doubt  on  this  question. 
There  would  be  no  doubt  whatever  upon  their 
minds.  But  honourable  members  are  perfectly 
well  aware,  no  doubt,  that  the  correspondence 
cannot  be  looked  at  when  it  is  necessary  to 
interpret  this  contract.  There  is  no  rule  of  law 
more  clear  than  this :  that,  when  a  contra.ct  has 
been  arrived  at  and  reduced  to  writing,  none  of 
the  correspondence  or  the  verbal  commutlica- 
tions  which  took  place  during  the  negotiations 
for  the  contract  can  be  referred  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  understanding  the  contract.  The  con- 
tract must  stand  or  fall  by  itself,  once  it  has 
been  reduced  to  writing.  If  honourable  gentle- 
men will  remember  that,  and  discai-d  from 
their  minds  all  recollection  of  that  printed 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  the 
Agent-General  and  the  company,  which  makes 
it  extremely  necessary  that  there  should  be  no 
mistake — for  that  must  never  be  imported  into 
the  interpretation  of  the  contract  itself  —  I 
think  honourable  gentlemen  will  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  we  have  sufiiciently  guarded 
against  the  colony  being  made  liable  for  any 
deficiency.  At  the  same  time,  I  admit  that  the 
words  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  seem  to  be  unobjectionable. 
They  make  assurance  still  more  sure.  They  do 
remove  any  possibility  of  doubt  that  honour- 
able members  may  have,  though,  I  must  say,  I 
have  no  doubt  myself  at  all  on  the  subject. 
With  regard  to  the  other  section  to  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  drew 
attention — namely,  of  subsection  (c)  section  2, 
— and  the  question  whether  that  would  em- 
power the  Governor  to  reserve  land  in  blocks 
notwithstanding  that  the  auriferous  land  was 
only  in  leads  within  those  blocks,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  upon  that  point ; 
for  what  can  be  clearer  than  the  words  used 
here :  '*  required  for  bond  fide  mining  for  gold 
.or  silver  and  the  several  purposes  oozmected 
Mr.  Samtiel 


therewith  or  incidental  or  conducive  thereto  "  ? 
I  fail  to  see  how  we  could  have  more  compre- 
hensive words  than  those,  and  I  think  they 
bear  the  full  meaning  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  wants  placed  in  the  contract  to 
secure  the  full  operating  of  gold-  and  silver- 
mining.  As  to  the  17th  clause,  that  is  cntiTely 
new,  having  been  introduced  while  this  matter 
was  being  considered  by  the  Committee,  and  it 
requires  that  all  litigation  shall  take  plaee  in 
the  colony.  The  clause  has  been  drafted  in 
such  a  way  that  I  cannot  see  how  any  doabt 
can  arise  in  the  mind  of  any  honourable  mem- 
ber.   It  says, — 

*'  The  company  shall  always  be  represented 
in  New  Zealand  by  a  person  or  persons*  duly 
appointed  under  Part  V.  of  '  The  Companies 
Act,  1882,'  empowered  to  sue  and  be  sued  on 
behalf  of  the  company  in  the  Courts  of  the 
colony,  and  to  execute  deeds  and  instruments, 
and  generally  to  act  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
company  within  the  colony;  and  it  shall  not 
be  competent  for  Die  company  to  sne  the  Queen 
or  any  person  on  her  belialf  in  any  Court  else- 
where tfian  tn  tlie  Courts  of  the  colony^  nor 
shall  any  arbitration  proceedings  be  com- 
mencedj  carried  on^  or  concluded  elsetchere 
tJian  in  the  said  colofiy." 

I  fail  to  see  how  words  could  be  clearer 
than  those  words  are  to  prevent  us  from  being 
dragged  into  the  Courts  at  Home.  I  can  saj 
this :  that  the  Committee  have  applied  them- 
selves to  this  work  without  any  previous  preju- 
dice whatever.  The  whole  of  the  Committee, 
whether  they  supported  the  construction  of  the 
railway  or  not  in  the  first  instance,  recognised 
that  there  were  great  causes  for  not  letting  the 
matter  fall  through — that  the  company  should 
be  met  in  a  fair  spirit  of  compromise ;  and 
therefore  the  Committee,  whilst  giving  the 
greatest  care  to  the  interests  of  the  country, 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  necessity  of  not  need- 
lessly and  wantonly  endeavouring  to  thwart  or 
vex  the  company ;  and  I  think  tliat  this  con- 
tract as  a  whole — whilst,  as  the  Premier  has 
already  said,  it  will  require  to  be  most  care- 
fully revised  by  the  Solicitor-General  or  the 
Law  Ofliccrs  of  the  Crown — will  be  found  to 
meet  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  suit 
both  the  company  and  the  colony.  I  say  this 
as  one  who  has  always  opposed  the  making  of 
the  Midland  Railway,  and  I  may  say,  further, 
that,  were  it  now  a  new  proposal,  I  should  still 
vote  against  it ;  but  that  stage  has  now  passed, 
and  I  recognise,  as  I  stated  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, that  it  would  now  be  a  calamity  for  us  to 
let  it  fall  through. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  also  am  one  of  those 
who  from  the  first  have  disapproved  of  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway.  I  believe  the  day  will 
come  when  a  railway  from  Brunnerton  to  Hbe 
eastern  coast  will  be  a  paying  speculation  ;  bat 
that  day  has  not  yet  come,  and  Parliament  was 
injudicious  in  supporting  the  construction  of 
that  railway  on  any  terms  whatever.  That, 
however,  unfortunately,  is  in  the  past,  and,  being 
committed  to  it,  it  is  our  duty  to  endeavour,  as 
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it  has  been  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  en- 
deaTOur,  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  existing 
ooQtracts,  and,  setting  that  view  steadily  before 
OB,  to  devote  our  time  to  mitigating  the  evils 
which  I  believe  have  come  upon  the  colony.  The 
8rd  clause  was  a  matter  of  very  great  concern  to 
the  Committee,  and,  holding  the  view  that  the 
Committee  did  not  do  wisely  in  assenting  to  the 
8rd  clause  as  it  stands  at  the  present  time,  I 
propose  to  put  before  the  House  exactly  the 
view  of  matters  that  I  and  others  on  the  Com- 
mittee held,  and  the  action  we  took  in  endea- 
vouring to  get  an  opinion  from  the  Law  Oil&oers 
of  the  Crown  upon  the  construction  of  the  8rd 
clause.  If  any  honourable  gentleman  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  this  correspondence — which 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  has 
told  us  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,  as  it  does 
not  come  within  the  four  corners  of  the  con- 
tract—he  cannot  possibly  get  away  from  the 
conclusion  that  there  has  been  a  strenuous 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  company  in 
England  to  get  a  guarantee  of  the  value  of 
the  land  from  the  colony.  It  is  set  out  in 
almost  every  letter  which  passed  between 
the  Agont  -  General  and  ^neas  McDonald, 
the  secretary  of  the  company ;  and  some  of 
tliese  paragraphs  are  so  remarkable  that  it 
is  worth  while  for  honourable  members  to 
read  them.  They  will  find  several  of  them 
on  page  10;  but  I  would  draw  attention  more 
particularly  to  one  paragraph  written  by  the 
Agent-General  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
Wellington,  where  he  uses  these  words ;  "  But 
I  may  say  at  once  that  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  prospect  of  their  entertaining  the  scheme, 
as  they  have  been  so  long  negotiating  with 
financiers  on  the  basis  of  the  land-value  being 
guaranteed."  Now,  there  is  a  distinct  assertion 
on  the  part  of  the  Agent-General  that  he  be- 
lieved ther  financiers  and  the  people  who  are  to 
supply  the  money  in  England  will  not  supply 
the  money  unless  they  get  the  guarantee  of  the 
colony  that  the  land  shall  sell  for  a  million  and 
a  quarter,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  colony 
shall  become  responsible  for  that  amount. 
I  consider,  whatever  may  be  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  set  out 
in  unmistakable  language  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances whatsoever  shall  the  people  who 
find  the  money  for  this  railway  be  led  into  the 
belief  that  the  company  con  come  upon  the 
colony  for  the  payment  of  this  money.  And, 
holding  that  view,  with  the  consent  of  some 
otiiers  of  the  Committee  I  addressed  this  letter 
to  the  Premier : — 

"  16th  November,  1887. 
"  Sib, — With  a  view  to  set  at  rest  doubts 
which  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  members  of 
the  Committee  as  to  the  exact  effect  of  clause  3 
of  the  proposed  new  contract  with  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
quest a  question  may  be  submitted  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  Whether  it  could,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  construed  into  an  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  pay  to  the 
company  in  money  any  difference  wnich  may 
hereafter  be  found  to  exist  between  the  actual 
selling   value  of  the  land  and  the  sum  of 


£1,250,000,  the  estimated  value.— I  have,  &c., 

"  W.   R.   RUSSBLL, 

**  Chairman,  Midland  Railway  Committee. 

"  The  Hon.  the  Premier." 

[Minuted  by  the  Premier :  **  See  Solicitor- 
General's  amendment  to  clause  3.  —  H.  A. 
Atkihson."] 

Well,  we  got  no  distinct  written  letter  from 
the  Solicitor-General  in  reply  to  that  letter, 
but  my  original  letter  was  minuted  by  the  Pre- 
mier, and  in  the  margin  of  the  contract  an 
amendment  was  written,  as  suggested  by  the 
Solicitor-General,  which  the  Committee  did  not 
consider  it  wise  to  attach  to  the  clause.  I  think 
it  acted  injudiciously  in  not  attaching  it  to  clause 
3.  If  we  have  determined  that  under  no  circum- 
stances shall  the  country  be  liable  for  a  money 
guarantee  we  can  do  no  harm  in  setting  that 
out  in  absolutely  plain  language.  It  seems  to 
me  that  in  every  contract  tliere  is  nothing 
like  knowing  distinctly  what  the  understand- 
ing is  at  the  time  the  contract  is  drawn,  and 
then  litigation  cannot  ensue.  The  words  which 
the  Solicitor-Ghsneral  recommended  should  be 
attached  under  clause  3  are  simple,  and  are 
not  such  as  should  lead  any  people  at  Home  to 
pause  in  the  contract  they  have  entered  into ; 
and  I  maintain  that  if  they  do  pause  because 
of  them,  that  is  an  argument  why  the  words 
should  be  attached  to  the  clause,  because  it  is 
as  much  as  to  say  that  they  think  and  believe 
at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts  that  the  colony 
will  pay  them  if  any  difference  should  exist  be- 
tween what  they  get  for  the  land  and  the  sum 
of  a  million  and  a  quarter.  The  words  sug- 
gested by  the  Solicitor- General  are  these : — 

"  And  such  further  selection  of  land  shall  be 
in  full  of  all  claims  of  the  company  under  this 
contract,  or  in  relation  thereto,  in  respect  of 
any  such  difference  between  the  aggregate  of 
the  moneys  so  received  and  owing  and  the  sum 
of  such  valuation  as  aforesaid  and  the  said 
sum  of  £1,260,000." 

I  believe  that  if  those  words  were  added  to 
clause  3  it  would  be  absolutely  clear  that  under 
no  circumstances  could  the  colony  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  money,  and  we  should,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  have  really  improved  the  con- 
tract, inasmuch  as  not  only  the  colony  but  the 
financiers  who  are  to  supply  the  money  would 
know  then  what  the  colony  intends,  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  let  every  person  know  what  the 
colony  intends.  I  think  that  the  first  and 
principal  duty  in  reference  to  a  contract  is  to 
see  that  under  no  circumstances  shall  a  con- 
tract be  capable  of  a  double  construction,  and 
when  the  time  comes  I  shall  move  the  addition 
to  clause  3  of  the  words  proposed  by  the 
Solicitor-General. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  for  some  information  upon  one  or  two 
points  which  are  not  quite  clear  to  me  on  read- 
ing the  draft  of  the  contract  as  submitted  by 
the  Committee.  I  would  refer,  first,  to  the  time 
to  be  allowed  to  the  company  to  complete  the 
construction  of  the  line.  If  my  memory  serves 
me  correctly,  the  original  contract  contained  a 
provision  whereby  the  contractors  bound  them- 
selves to  complete  the  line,  I  think,  within 
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&  period  of  ten  years.  Now,  I  find  In  sec- 
tion  13  of  this  draft  contract,  subsection  (a), 
provisions  binding  the  company  to  construct 
a  certain  section  of  railway  therein  named, 
from  Springfield  towards  Bnmnerton ;  another 
section  extending  from  the  present  Govern- 
ment line  from  Kelson  to  Belgrove,  extending 
towards  Reofton;  and  a  third  section  of  the 
railway  from  Brunnerton  to  a  point  on  the 
Teremakau  Biver.  But  I  do  not  find  in  any 
part  of  this  draft  contract  a  provision  similar  to 
that  which  I  recollect  in  the  original  contract — 
that  is  to  say,  binding  the  company  to  complete 
the  whole  work  of  the  railway  within  a  period 
of  years.  I  see  that  there  is  in  the  recital  the 
following : — 

**  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  ori- 
ginal contract  should,  in  pursuance  of  '  The 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nel- 
son Bailway  and  Bailways  Construction  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1886,'  be  modified  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  appearing,  and  that  a  new 
and  further  contract  should  be  made  and 
entered  into  between  the  said  parties  hereto, 
embodying  the  terms  of  the  original  contract, 
with  such  modifications  thereof  as  are  herein- 
after contained." 

That  occurs  in  the  recital,  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  sufficient ;  it  should  be  in  the  con- 
tracting clauses. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  original  contract 
will  still  be  in  force. 

Major  STEWABD.  — What  I  want  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  explain  to  me  is  this : 
I  understand  there  is  to  be  an  entirely  new 
contract  substit);Lted  for  this  one.    Is  that  so  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — No ;  modifying  it. 

Major  STEWABD.— Then  I  was  under  a 
wrong  impression.  Lly  idea  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  we  should  start,  as 
it  were,  de  novo^  embodying  in  the  new  contract 
the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  subject  to 
such  modifications  as  the  Committee  now  re- 
commend. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  course  proposed  is 
to  amend  the  contract,  and  it  is  proposed,  in 
order  to  save  time,  that  we  should  sign  the 
amending  contract,  and  then  make  a  new  con- 
tract embodying  the  two  contracts  that  are  in 
existence.  The  original  contract  will  be  still 
in  force  when  this  contract  is  signed,  and  this 
vrill  be  signed  as  part  of  it.  The  limit  of  time 
will  be  found  in  the  original  contract. 

Major  STEWABD.— And,  of  course,  will  be 
embodied  in  the  new  contract? 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  will  be  embodied  in 
the  new  contract,  as,  of  course,  will  all  the 
other  provisions  that  are  not  in  this  one. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — May  I  ask  the  Premier  if  we 
are  not  to  take  this  contract  clause  by  clause  ? 
If  we  are  not  to  do  so,  how  are  we  to  propose 
amendments  to  it  ?  I  was  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  I  must  tell  the  House  that  I  am  not 
absolutely  satisfied  with  this  contract,  and  that 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty,  if  no  one  else  does 
to,  to  propose  certain  amendments  to  certain 
clauses.  In  what  position  am  I  placed  ?  Am 
I  to  be  allowed  to  propose  them  in  one  lump,  or 
to  take  them  clause  by  clause  ? 

Major  Steward 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  think  it  waaU 
be  convenient  to  have  a  division  upon  eftok 
clause.  I  take  it  that  any  honourable  membtf 
who  has  amendments  to  propose  will  get  up 
and  say  so,  and  that  then  Mr.  Speaker  will  pot 
them  in  due  course  as  they  are  proposed. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — I  consider  the  simpler  way 
would  be  to  consider  the  report  para^^ph  by 
paragraph. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  can  only  say,  if  yoa. 
Sir,  think  so,  I  will  not  object.  I  would  aok 
you,  then,  to  put  the  first  paragraph. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— In  such  a  case  a 
member  can  only  speak  once. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— A  member  can  only  speak 
once  on  each  paragraph. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABD.- Would  it  not  be 
competent  to  go  into  Committee  7  I  conoeiTe 
that  many  suggestions  and  arguments  might 
strike  one  when  under  discussion,  and  we  ^^lall 
then  be  precluded  from  moving  an  amJend- 
ment. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — I  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  this  House  do  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  con- 
tract. I  think  we  are  entitled  to  do  this  on  so 
important  a  matter.  This  is  the  most  important 
matter  we  have  had  before  us  this  session,  and 
I  cannot  conceive  why  we  should  not  take  it  m 
Committee  and  discuss  it  clause  by  clause. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  regret  to  say  that  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  agree  to  that,  for  this 
reason:  What  we  want  to  do  here  is  not  to 
consider  the  form  of  words  in  each  of  these 
clauses,  but  to  settle  the  broad  principles  upon 
which  we  will  grant  the  contract;  and  I  sub- 
mit that  that  can  be  done  much  better  in 
the  House,  when  each  honourable  member  is 
giving  attention,  not  to  the  wording  of  the  con- 
tract, but  to  the  principle  contained  in  each 
clause ;  and  then  we  can  very  easily,  withont 
any  difficulty,  provide  words  to  alter  the  prin- 
ciple in  each  clause  in  the  way  the  House 
thinks  fit.  If  once  we  go  into  Committee  on 
the  clauses  we  shall  forget  altogether  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  matter,  and  shall  have  an  inter- 
minable debate.  I  hope  the  House  will  con- 
sider the  principle,  and  trust  the  Government 
as  to  the  wording. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  would  point  out.  Sir,  that 
the  Premier  goes  back  again  to  bis  former 
statement,  that  it  is  to  be  only  a  general  con- 
sideration of  the  question.  I  affirm  that,  sob- 
sequently  to  that,  he  said  that  we  were  to  bo 
bound  by  this  contract  as  it  left  us  this  day. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— No. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Certainly  the  Premier  said 
so. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— In  regard  to  the 
principle. 

Sir  G.  GBPIY.— The  Premier  said  that  ws 
were  to  be  bound  by  the  contract  as  it  left  u 
to-day. 

An  Hon.  Mb3«bbb. — ^No. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. —  The  Premier  himself  can 
deny  it  if  he  likes.  No  other  honourable  mem- 
ber can  dispute  what  he  says.  Such  inter- 
ruptions are  unbecoxning.  It  is  impossible  to 
speiJE  properly  if  one  is  rudely  interrupted  in 
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this  way  by  an  honourable  member  who  has 
no  right  to  speak  upon  the  subject.  The  Pre- 
mier distinctly  said  that  we  must  be  bound  by 
this  contract  as  it  left  us  to-day, — that  we  could 
not  reopen  the  terms  of  the  contract  after- 
wards. I  submit,  therefore,  that  on  this  most 
important  matter,  involying  absolutely  some 
mifiions  of  money — because  the  House  will 
have  to  recollect  this :  that  we  have  been  told 
that  when  the  railway  is  made  the  land  will 
be  worth  five  times  what  it  was  before  the 
railway  was  made — that  is  what  we  are  about  to 
give  up  to  a  foreign  company ;  that  vast  sum 
of  money  which  would  beloug  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  I  say  we  have  a  right  to  con- 
sider every  portion  of  this  contract  with  the 
utmost  deliberatioD,  exactly  as  we  consider  a 
Bill,  and  that  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  discuss  each  por- 
tion pf  this  measure.  It  concerns  intimately 
the  future  happiness,  the  future  position  of 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  colony. 
That  is  an  undoubted  truth.  This  proposal 
means  giving  up  our  own  birthright  and  the 
birthright  of  the  people  of  the  country.  I  say 
wo  cannot  bestow  too  great  and  deliberate  a 
care  upon  the  whole  of  this  measure.  We 
have  been  told  already,  in  reference  to  it,  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  we  could  get  out  of  the  whole 
thing  properly  and  honourably  at  the  present 
time  if  wo  pleased.  The  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  twice  admitted  that  if  this 
was  not  carried  out  the  measure  would  fall 
through.  Ho  wound  up  by  saying  that  it 
would  be  a  calamity  to  the  colony  if  this  mat- 
ter now  fell  through.  I  say  it  would  be  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  and  boons  that  could 
possibly  come  to  us,  and  that  we  have  no  right 
now  to  travel  out  of  our  way  to  secure  to  the 
company,  by  these  changes,  the  certainty  of 
carrying  on  that  which  is  to  rob  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  extent  I  have  pointed  out. 
Therefore  with  what  justice  can  we  be  pre- 
vented from  going  into  this  question  in  a  man- 
ner such  as  is  always  done?  I  do  beseech 
the  House  to  act  fairly  to  New  Zealand  in 
thls'  instance.  When  you  are  about  to  do  so 
great  an  act  as  this,  to  take  away,  without 
their  knowledge  or  assent,  so  much  from  evoty 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  country,  why 
not  let  the  matter  be  fairly  discussed,  and 
at  any  length  of  time?  I  tell  the  Premier 
this :  If  he  persists  in  hurrying  this  through 
he  will  bring  a  slur  upon  his  own  name  as  a 
statesman  which  no  future  act  upon  his  part 
will  ever  be  able  to  wipe  out.  I  feel  certain 
that  such  will  be  the  case.  I  implore  the 
House  most  earnestly  to  insist  on  our  going 
through  this  measure  in  Committee,  and 
carefully  debating  every  one  of  the  clauses. 
I  can  only  speak  and  pray  for  this.  Of 
course,  I  am  powerless — I  have  but  one  voice ; 
but  I  do  feel  that  the  matter  is  so  impor- 
tant, so  great,  so  weighty — in  point  of  fact, 
in  my  mind,  it  comes  to  this :  will  you  hand 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land to  beggary  ?  I  cannot  get  out  of  my  mind 
a  return  laid  on  the  table  which  I  have  just 
seen,  and  which  none  of  us  has  yet  looked  at 


as  we  should,  showing  the  amount  of  land 
held  by  cerbain  persons  in  that  district  for 
many  years,  and  which  has  resulted  in  plunging 
many  people  into  beggary,  and  which  is  one 
cause  of  the  great  depression  that  now  exists. 
The  question  now  is,  whether  we  are  to  hand 
over  to  those  very  people  those  lands  in  fee- 
simple.  I  see,  in  the  list  I  am  speaking  of, 
great  companies,  which  are  undoubtedly  in- 
terested in  this  new  company,  holding  vast 
tracts  of  land ;  and  we  are  to  hand  over  these 
lands  in  fee-simple  at  a  reduced  price  to  those 
people  who  have  so  greatly  injured  New  Zea- 
land by  withholding  from  the  people  of  this 
country  the  full  use  of  this  land  for  so  many 
years.  For  twenty-eight  years  has  the  land 
been  kept  in  this  state,  those  who  were 
withholding  it  making  large  fortunes.  During 
that  twenty -eight  years  a  great  many  people 
have  been  driven  from  the  country ;  dunng 
that  time  many  families  have  been  prevented 
from  earning  an  honest  livelihood,  and  been 
prevented  from  fairly  enriching  themselves. 
How  maiiy  who  are  now  begging  for  work 
might  have  been  in  totally  different  circum- 
stances! And,  now  that  we  might  do  some- 
thing for  them,  they  are  to  be  refused  the 
last  refuge  of  the  distressed.  The  plan  of  con- 
sidering cases  of  this  kind  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  has  invariably  been  followed  hitherto, 
and  I  earnestly  implore  the  Premier  to  have 
mercy  on  the  people  of  the  country,  and  not, 
by  his  voice,  to  refuse  to  grant  to  them  a  right 
which  may  give  great  benefits  to  them,  and 
which,  I  think,  by  being  taken  from  them, 
gives  no  advantage  whatever  either  to  the  Go- 
vernment or  to  the  people  of  the  country.  In 
fact,  it  would  be  to  them  an  unmitigated  curse 
to  deprive  them  of  their  right  to  have  this 
matter  fully  and  fairly  discussed. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  must  confess  to  being  ex- 
ceedingly startled  at  the  efforts  that  are  being 
made  to  hurry  this  particular  contract  through 
the  House.  1  believe  that  it  would  be  perhaps 
a  calamity  to  the  colony  if  an  arrangement 
with  the  Midland  Railway  Company  were  to  fall 
through — it  would  throw  a  great  many  people 
out  of  employment;  but  by  this  contract  the 
colony  would  become  implfcated  to  so  large  an 
extent  that  it  would  probably  be  wise  to  throw 
the  whole  thing  overboard.  I  am  sure  an  over- 
whelming majority  are  determined  to  carry  this 
contract  out ;  but,  looking  on  this  as  a  businessT 
transaction,  and  looking  upon  it  as  a  business 
man,  and  as  a  director  of  the  company  com- 
monly called  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  I  say 
the  way  in  which  this  thing  is  being  attempted 
to  be  pushed  through  is  not  to  our  credit,  and  is 
not  businesslike.  We  only  got  the  Committee's 
report  last  night,  and  honourable  members  have 
had  Committees  and  various  things  to  attend 
to,  and  I  am  sure  those  honourable  members 
outside  this  Committee  have  not  had  time  to 
carefully  consider  the  matter.  We  are  dealing 
with  large  amounts  of  money  and  huge  blocks 
of  land,  and  the  House  is  asked  to  rush  this  thing 
through  in  about  ten  minutes.  The  other  day 
we  talked  hour  after  hour  on  a  little  Cemetery 
Bill :  yot  we  are  asked  to  hurry  this  important 
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matter  through  without  any  thought.  Look- 
ing at  this  as  a  business  transaction,  I  must 
say  that  I  think  the  report  of  the  Committee 
exceedingly  slipshod  and  loose  in  everything. 
It  is  altogether  a  lopsided  report :  everything  is 
against  the  colony,  and  everything  is  in  favour 
of  the  Midland  Kailway.  It  may  be  necessary 
for  us  to  give  concessions,  and  considerable 
concessions ;  but  to  bring  down  some  of  the 
clauses  in  the  way  in  which  they  have  been 
brought  down  in  this  case  does  not  reflect 
creditably  on  the  Committee.  The  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  told  us  that  clause 
3  clearly  says  that,  beyond  the  land  we  hand 
over,  we  shall  not  give  a  guarantee  for  money. 
People  talk  glibly  in  this  House ;  but  under 
clause  3  in  the  existing  arrangements  we  have 
to  give  the  company  2,300,000  acres,  and  under 
this  clause  we  are  going  to  give  them  nearly 
three  million  acres  more ;  in  other  words,  we 
are  going  to  give  Ave  and  a  half  millions  of 
acres  of  land  to  the  company. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Dr.  NEWM  A.N. — I  apprehend  that  when  it  is 
all  taken  out  it  will  come  to  nearly  five  million 
acres,  and  I  have  the  best  authority  for  saying 
so.  Did  the  Minister  of  Education  say  any- 
thing?— because  in  a  most  interesting  speech 
he  made  in  this  House  he  said  the  colony  was 
giving  away  a  German  principality.  If  that  is 
so,  we  are  now  giving  away  two  German  princi- 
palities. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  ? 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — We  are  going  to  give  away 
a  great  deal  more  land  now. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  am  quite  right.  Suppos- 
ing this  contract  falls  through,  and  this  con- 
tract does  not  exist,  2,800,000  acres  is  given  to 
the  company  ;  but  under  clause  3,  if  that  land 
fetches  little  money,  we  shall  have  to  give 
additional  land,  and  I  am  sure  that  additional 
land  will  come  to  three  million  acres  more. 
Supposing  it  comes  to  only  a  million  acres 
more,  surely  that  is  an  important  matter  for 
as  to  consider.  I  think  we  should  go  through 
this  proposal  clause  by  clause  for  another  rear- 
son.  There  are  many  other  clauses  which 
should  be  added.  I  can  see  nothing  in  this 
contract  which  distinctly  binds  the  company  to 
carry  on  the  wrrk  in  the  way  we  wish  it  to  be 
carried  on.  Su  ^iposing  the  company  wishes  to 
dawdle  indefinitely — there  is  no  provision  to 
make  the  company  construct  the  line  in  a 
certain  time  and  at  a  certain  rate.  Supposing 
this  company  were  to  break  down  in  finances — 
I  am  not  objecting  to  the  whole  thing;  I  want 
this  thing  to  go  through,  but  we  ought  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  colony — supposing  the 
company  breaks  down,  what  will  be  the  position 
of  the  country  ?  The  Premier  has  not  explained 
what  our  position  would  be  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. I  think  he  should  have  told  us 
that.  In  the  other  arrangements  which  have 
been  made  under  the  District  Railways  Act 
ever3rthing  has  been  clearly  defined.  It  seems 
to  me  that  under  the  Act  of  last  year  every- 
thing is  hazy;  and  that  under  this  report, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  to-day,  every- 
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thing  is  still  not  clear,  and  it  will  inevitably  lead 
to  a  considerable  amount  of  litigation.  For 
these  reasons  I  hope  the  Government  will  give 
us  a  longer  time  to  consider  this  report,  and  I 
trust  that  we  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  order  that  we  may  consider  the  pro- 
posals paragraph  by  paragraph,  so  that  we 
may  carry  out  this  ^hing  in  a  businesslike  and 
proper  fashion. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— I  would  remind  honour- 
able members  that  some  three  weeks  ago,  when 
the  contract  was  before  us,  it  was  proposed  to 
deal  with  this  question  clause  by  clause,  and 
go  into  Committee,  and  the  House  then  decided 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  refer  this  <|ae8- 
tion  to  a  Select  Committee.  The  Comnuttee 
have  gone  into  the  matter  most  carefully,  and 
are,  I  consider,  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
report  they  have  brought  down ;  and  I  am  sore 
we  should  not,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  question  as  satisfactorily 
as  the  Select  Committee  have  done.  Hononr- 
able  members  seem  to  forget  that  this  report 
is  only  affirming  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Act  is  to  be  drawn.  The  Law  Officers  of  the 
Government  will  see  that  the  recommendations 
which  have  been  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Thorndon  are  given  e£Fect  to,  so  that  the  colony 
is  protected.  We  are  only  affirming  now  the 
principles  upon  which  the  contract  is  to  be 
drawn  up.  Under  the  original  contract  the 
colony  is  protected  in  every  way.  There  ai© 
forfeiture  clauses  in  the  event  of  the  company 
declining  to  proceed  with  the  work ;  and  the 
colony  is  protected  in  nearly  every  case  that 
can  arise.  I  hope  the  House  will  affirm  the 
principles  of  this  report  as  a  whole.  If  any 
honourable  member  has  anything  to  point  out 
he  can  point  it  out  now ;  but  I  think  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  this  matter 
clause  by  clause  would  be  a  mistake,  and  the 
only  effect  would  be  that  we  should  pull  the 
contract  to  pieces,  and  we  should  again  have  to 
refer  the  matter  to  a  Committee  to  bring  up  a 
fresh  report. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— I  beg  to  lay  on 
the  table  a  return,  to  an  order  of  the  House, 
containing  a  list  of  the  leaseholders  within  the 
authorised  area  and  the  extent  of  their  hold- 
ings. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Greatly  to  my  surprise  I 
find  myself  inclined  to  agree  vnth  the  remarks 
that  have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central,  or  with  some  of  them  at 
any  rate.  I  view  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  apprehension  any  attempt  to  take  a  mat- 
ter of  such  importance  as  this  out  of  the  full 
consideration  of  the  House,  or  to  substitute 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  outside  the 
House  for  that  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  I  am  bound  to  say  I  do  not  think  any- 
body knows  how  much  consideration  has  been 
devoted  by  certain  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  this  matter;  nevertheless  I  think 
the  matter  should  again  go  through  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House.  I  look  on  the  work 
done  not  as  having  been  thrown  away,  because 
it  has  caused  the  question  to  be  thoroughly 
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sifted,  and  to  be  put  into  language  which,  at 
any  rate,  if  not  perfect,  conveys  a  clear  mean- 
ing. It  shows  what  the  Committee  intends,  and 
brings  facts  before  honourable  members.  With 
regard  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  said  as  to  his  not  being  able  to  com- 
pliment the  Committee  on  the  report,  he 
neutralised  what  he  said  by  immediately  after- 
wards saying  that  he  had  not  had  time  to 
master  its  contents:  so  it  is  evident  that  if 
he  had  devoted  time  and  attention,  and  that 
intelligence  for  which  he  is  so  -distinguished, 
to  the  study  of  the  contract  he  would  have 
been  able  to  understand  it.  Full  notice  was 
given  yesterday  that  this  question  was  to 
come  on  to-day,  and  every  honourable  mem- 
ber has  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
matter,  and  studymg  the  map ;  and  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  themselves 
if  they  have  not  devoted  the  time  to  it  which 
they  should  have  done.  I  do  not  think  any 
member  can  ascribe  his  want  of  acquaintance 
with  the  matter  to  want  of  time.  Still,  I  hope 
the  Premier  will  see  his  way  to  allow  the 
matter  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  recognise  the  danger  of  our  becoming 
lost  in  technicalities,  and  that  if  they  will  per- 
sist in  criticizing  the  phraseology  we  shall  be 
a  veiv  long  time  in  Committee.  I  venture  to 
say  that  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  can 
never  turn  this  contract  out  in  such  a  form 
that  it  could  be  immediately  accepted  as  it 
stood.  It  must  go  through  the  hands  of  the 
Law  Officers  to  compare  it  with  the  Acts  and 
contract,  and  see  what  alterations  are  made,  so 
that  it  may  be  concluded  in  such  a  form  that 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  future.  All 
that  the  Select  Committee  or  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  can  do  is  to  make  the  con- 
tract clearly  show  what  the  House  intends,  so 
that  the  Government  can  frame  a  final  con- 
tract on  it.  If  we  go  into  Committee,  and 
honourable  members  will  avoid  raising  mere 
technical  difficulties  and  commenting  on 
doubtful  phraseology,  we  need  not  take  very 
long,  and  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  fully 
discussing  the  important  parts  of  the  matter. 
This  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance, 
fax  exceeding,  in  that  respect,  many  of  the 
^ills  which  we  have  before  us,  and  we  ought 
to  have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  examination 
and  discussion. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  was  one  of  those  who 
opposed  the  sending  of  this  matter  to  a  Select 
Committee,  thinking  that  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  the  whole  House ;  but,  as  it  has  gone 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  as  that  Committee 
has  sent  down  a  recommendation,  I  think  it 
would  be  most  unwise  for  the  House  to  go  again 
into  Committee  on  it.  Honourable  gentlemen 
appear  to  overlook  this  fact :  that  all  we  have 
to  do  is  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  alterations 
made  by  the  Committee.  If,  then,  we  go  into 
Committee  and  alter  the  agreements  originally 
made,  and  under  which  the  company  is  work- 
ing, we  shall  be  in  a  venr  extraordinary  posi- 
tion, and  we  might  be  rendering  ourselves  bable 
to  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  company.    I 


think  a  fair  proposal  is  made  by  the  Govem> 
ment,  that  an  opportunity  shall  be  given  to 
honourable  members  to  consider  separately 
those  clauses  in  which  alterations  have  been 
made.  But  to  go  through  the  whole  contract 
from  beginning  to  end  would  simply  be  a  waste 
of  time,  and  indeed  would  be  scarcely  honest. 
The  thing  is  of  too  great  importance  altogether. 
Whether  the  concession  of  750,000  acres  is  a 
sufficient  concession  for  the  alternate  blocks 
originally  agreed  to  is  an  important  questionr 
and  so  is  the  question  as  to  whether  an  exten- 
sion of  time  for  completion  of  the  work  should 
be  given.  It  would  be  far  better  to  accept  the 
proposal  of  the  Premier  that  such  clauses  as 
these  should  be  specially  considered,  and  then 
there  will  be  some  reasonable  hope  of  our 
getting  the  contract  passed ;  whereas  if  we  go 
through  the  contract  clause  by  clause  this 
matter  alone  will  take  all  our  time  till  Christ- 
mas. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
suggestion  made  that  those  who  want  to  go 
into  Committee  to  consider  this  contract  only 
do  so  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  I  think,  con- 
sidering the  vast  importance  of  this  contract 
and  the  interests  involved,  this  House  has  not 
yet  had  sufficient  lime  to  consider  the  question. 
The  report  was  only  put  into  our  pigeon-holes 
last  night,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  honourable 
gentleman  has  been 'able  to  give  it  sufficient 
consideration.  The  Premier  says,  in  effect, 
that  when  we  have  disposed  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  the  contract  cannot  be  altered 
without  a  breach  of  faith,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  is  sufficient  reason  for  giving  it  that  con- 
sideration which  can  only  be  given  to  it  in  Com- 
mittee. I  do  not  suppose  we  should  attempt  to 
put  it  into  such  a  form  that  it  could  be  imme- 
diatelv  signed.  The  Premier  says  we  should 
affirm  the  principle ;  but  I  think  we  can  only 
do  that  by  dealing  with  the  different  sections, 
because  there  is  a  different  principle  in  each 
section.  Amendments  and  suggestions  can  be 
best  made  in  Committee ;  and  I  think  the 
Premier  would  do  well  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central,  though  by  no  moans  for  the  reasons 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  has  urged^ 
We  are  so  far  pledged  to  this  matter  that  the 
colony  must,  if  possible,  carry  it  out :  but  still 
we  should  have  the  fullest  time  to  consider 
the  whole  contract;  and  certainly,  from  the 
time  I  have  been  able  to  devote  to  reading  it,  I 
scarcely  think  it  is  in  a  complete  shape.  The 
Premier  says  that  clause  3,  which  is  the  crucial 
clause  of  the  whole  contract,  is  sufficiently 
clear ;  but,  with  the  greatest  deference  to  him 
and  to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  framed 
that  clause,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a 
dangerous  ambiguity  about  it.  It  might  pos- 
sibly be  argued  that  the  colony  had  impliedly 
represented  the  land  to  be  of  the  value  of 
£1,250,000,  and  was  therefore  bound  to  make 
good  any  deficiency.  Now,  if  there  is  any 
doubt  about  the  construction  of  this  clause, 
and  if  the  House  is  determined  not  to  incur 
any  liability,  that  should  be  distinctly  stated. 
Then,  again,  it  seems  to  me  the  contract  is 
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deficient  in  other  respects :  for  instance,  I  see 
no  provision  to  prevent  the  company  from  sell- 
ing their  land  by  the  square  league. 

Sir  J.  HALL.— The  consent  of  the  Queen  is 
required. 

Dr.  FITOHETT.— Even  if  that  be  the  case, 
there  is  no  provision  for  its  being  put  up  at  a 
minimum  price. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — Clearly  there  is. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Well,  I  have  read  the  con- 
tract, and  have  not  seen  such  a  provision,  and 
I  have  read  it  with  the  average  amount  of 
intelligence.  It  only  shows  the  necessity  for 
our  discussing  the  contract  fully  clause  by 
clause. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  rise  to  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation.  I  have  never  said  that  we  should 
break  the  existing  contract.  I  hold  that  we 
must  carry  that  out,  and  I  have  only  expressed 
the  hope  that,  as  it  was  said  the  matter  would 
fall  through  if  new  arrangements  were  not 
made  with  the  company,  no  such  arrange- 
ments would  be  made,  and  that  the  company 
would  throw  it  up. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— In  spite  of  the  re- 
marks just  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central,  I  would  appeal  to  all 
members  of  this  House  to  beware  of  playing 
into  his  hands.  I  yield  to  no  one  in  this 
House  in  my  personal  respect  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  was  extremely  sorry  to 
hear  him  take  offence  at  anything  I  had  said 
to  him,  and,  if  I  did  say  anything  which  of- 
fended him,  I  frankly  withdraw  it.  But  I 
again  appeal  to  honourable  members,  in  spite 
of  what  he  has  just  said,  to  beware  lest  they 
play  into  his  hand.  The  position  which  he 
has  always  occupied  towards  this  work  is  that 
of  an  irreconcilable  foe  to  the  Midland  Rail- 
way, because  it  can  only  be  constructed  by 
a  company,  and  he  is  opposed  utterly  to 
such  works  being  so  constructed.  It  is  quite 
true  that  many  years  ago  he  brought  this 
matter  before  the  colony;  but  we  all  knew 
then,  and  we  know  now,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  railway  to  be  constructed  in  the  way 
he  proposes.  If  we  were  compelled  to  fall 
back  upon  his  plan  we  should  have  to  wait  for 
years — nay,  I  might  say  for  generations — 
before  we  could  get  our  lino  constructed  ;  and 
the  only  possible  way  of  getting  it  constructed 
is  by  means  of  this  company.  It  is  our  only 
hope ;  and  we  come  now  to  the  House  and 
beg  of  it  not  to  deprive  us  of  our  last  hope. 
The  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured  to 
lead  us  away  from  the  real  question  before  us, 
and  into  acquiescing  in  his  point  of  view,  by 
dilating  on  the  wrongs  which  the  settlers  of 
Canterbury,  Nelson,  and  Westland  had  suffered 
in  the  past  through  being  kept  out  of  posses- 
sion of  these  lands  within  the  authorised  rail- 
way area.  He  said  that  for  twenty-eight 
years  settlement  had  been  checked,  and  these 
people  could  not  get  on  the  land ;  but  he  seems 
to  forget  that  all  these  lands,  with  one  excep- 
tion, have  been  open  to  free  selection  until 
comparatively  lately.  Year  after  year  people 
have  been  able  to  buy  parts  of  this  land,  and 
in  this  way  millions  of  acres  in  Canterbury, 
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Nelson,  and  Westland  have  been  peopled. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  parts  in  which  people 
could  not  settle— vast  tracts  of  country  as  Boit- 
able  as  any  in  the  colony  for  settlement.  And 
why  are  they  not  settled?  If  you  go  from 
Christchurch.  northwards  you  pass  first  over 
land  thickly  populated  with  thriving  settlers — 
a  flourishing  agricultural  land  teeming  with 
pHSople ;  and  then  you  come  to  a  road  along  both 
sides  of  which  you  see  no  human  being.  The 
inhabitants  are  sheep.  Here  are  no  ripening 
crops ;  here  no  smoke  from  the  settler's  chim- 
ney greets  the  eye  ;  here  no  human  being  lives. 
Desolation  holds  that  country — desolation 
tempered  by  ^eep.  And  how  is  that  ?  How 
is  it  that  this  land,  so  fit  for  thriving  settle- 
ment, is  a  scene  of  desolation  ?  It  is  because 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  famous  Land 
Regulations  of  1853 — ^regulations  which  locked 
up  the  greater  pajt  of  North  Canterbury,  of 
Nelson,  and  of  Westland  from  human  settle- 
ment. Why  is  it  that  the  people  of  Nel- 
son are  so  few?  Why  is  it  that  that  part 
of  the  colony  is  not  properly  settled?  Why 
is  it  that  it  can  send  so  few  members  to  this 
House  to  strive  for  its  railway  ?  It  is  because 
the  land  has  been  locked  up  under  those  mis- 
taken laws  —  those  most  unfortunate  Land 
Regulations  of  1853.  I  am  not  accusing  the 
honourable  gentsleman  of  insincerity  in  passing 
those  regulations.  No  doubt  he  thought  he 
was  taking  the  best  step  to  secure  settlement 
of  the  country.  He  saw  a  vast  area  of  land 
lying  idle,  and  he  thought  that  if  he  got  people 
to  take  it  up  it  would  be  rapidly  settled ;  but 
then  he  made  the  grave  mistake  of  throwing 
it  open  at  so  cheap  a  rate  that  it  was  seized 
upon  and  monopolized  by  great  capitalists, 
who  hold  it  to  this  day,  and  who  will  hold  it 
for  years  to  come.  It  is  not  a  question  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  sincerity  ;  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  his  judgment;  and  I  ask  the  House 
whether,  when  he  has  made  so  colos^sal  a 
blunder  as  that — a  blunder  whose  effect  has 
been  felt  for  decades  and  will  be  felt  for 
generations  —  we  are  to  accept  his  judgment 
as  having  weight  with  us  in  dealing  with  this 
important  matter.  I  say  his  judgment  is  not 
entitled  to  that  respect  which  he  himself  seems 
to  think  it  ought  to  have  in  this  House.  I 
do  not  think  he  can  come  down  here  and  pose 
as  the  champion  of  the  bond  fide  settler  of  New 
Zealand,  and  ask  us  to  support  him  as  to  the 
way  in  which  ho  proposes  to  have  that  land 
settled.  He  has  locked  up  one-half  of  the 
three  provinces  already,  and  wants  to  lock  up  a 
great  deal  of  the  rest.  W^e  know  that  the  effect 
of  our  following  him  would  be  to  shut  up  tha^ 
country  from  bond  fide  settlement.  The  only 
hope  we  have  of  having  that  country  settled  is 
to  have  this  railway  made,  and  made  by  this 
company.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  stands  in  an  entirely  different  position. 
He  is,  I  believe,  anxious  to  have  this  contract 
carried  out,  supposing  we  can  come  to  a  reason- 
able arrangement.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  is  not  anxious  to  have  the  con- 
tract carried  out.  He  told  us  just  now  that  it 
would  be  the  greatest  boon  and  blessing  for  New 
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Zealand  if  this  contract  broke  down,  and  that 
we  could  get  out  of  it  if  we  liked.  And  then 
he  says  he  did  not  propose  to  break  the  contract. 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  difference  between  break*- 
ing  the  contract  and  inducing  the  company  to 
throw  it  up  ?  The  results,  as  far  as  the  people 
«re  concerned,  are  exactly  the  same.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  told  us 
that  if  this  contract  falls  through  from  wiuit 
of  the  stipulation  regarding  the  pecuniary 
guarantee,  or  if  the  company  is  induced  to 
pause  by  any  stipulation  in  the  contract,  that 
would  be  the  best  possible  reason  why  we  should 
look  with  suspicion  on  the  company,  and  why 
we  should  like  to  see  this  contract  faJl  through. 
I  do  not  tiiink  the  company  would  pause  if  we 
inserted  such  a  stipulation  a.s  that  which  has 
been  suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West.  But  it  is  a  question  why  we 
should  frighten  financiers  by  putting  in  totally 
unnecessary  stipulations,  which  these  people 
would  be  justly  suspicious  of.  If  you  contract 
with  a  man  to  build  a  house  within  a  cer- 
tain time,  why  should  you  put  in  a  stipula- 
tion to  the  effect  that  if  he  does  not  finish  it 
within  a  certain  time  he  shall  not  receive 
the  money  ?  If  you  say  ho  has  to  build  the 
house  within  a  certain  time,  that  is  enough. 
Why  should  these  unnecessary  stipulations  be 
added  to  the  contract  ?  The  only  effect  they 
will  have  will  be  to  produce  either  well-  or 
ill-grounded  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  London 
financiers.  They  will  look  at  the  contract  as 
it  comes  to  them.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
if  we  put  in  a  stipulation  that  they  are  not 
to  be  allowed  any  pecuniary  sum  whatever, 
money-lenders  will  at  once  say,  '*  This  is  a  con- 
fession that  the  land  would  not  realise  this 
Amount ;  this  is  such  a  confession  as  will  not 
justify  us  in  going  into  this  matter."  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  told  us 
that  he  thought  the  clause  with  regard  to 
mining  had  a  very  dubious  look ;  but  what  he 
pro]X>ses  to  do  is  to  introduce  something  which 
would  have  a  dubious  look.  I  do  not  think 
there  could  be  anything  more  clear  or  rational 
than  the  clause  as  it  at  present  stands :  **  Any 
land  required  for  mining  may  be  reserved." 
The  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  interpret 
that  to  mean  '*  any  auriferous  land."  It  docs 
not  mean  that  at  all,  but  that  '*  any  land  re- 
quired for  mining  may  be  reserved."  The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  it 
.  refers  only  to  land  that  is  mixed  with  gold  and 
silver.  If  wo  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
suggestion  we  might  come  down  to  this :  that 
on  land  unless  it  was  proved  to  be  chemically 
mixed  with  gold  and  silver  should  be  con- 
sidered land  required  for  mining  purposes. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central 
thought  that  clause  3  was  of  a  doubtful  and 
dangerous  nature,  and  that  by  allowing  the 
company  to  select  from  this  authorised  area 
land  up  to  the  value  of  a  million  and  a 
quarter  we  imply  that  they  are  to  have  land 
which  is  worth  a  million  and  a  quarter.  But 
nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  clause 
shuts  out  any  such  suggestion.  The  wording 
of  the  clause  is  that  they  can  select  within  the 


authorised  area  to  the  extent  of  such  land 
"then  remaining  available."  Nothing  could 
be  clearer  than  that.  I  appeal  to  this  House 
not  to  be  led  by  the  irreconcilable  foe  of 
our  railway  to  take  a  course  which  will  re- 
sult in  needless  delay,  in  needless  postpone- 
ment, in  needless  wrangling,  and  in  needless, 
futile  discussion.  If  we  get  into  a  discussion 
every  legal  and  lay  gentleman  who  is  opposed 
to  this  railway  has  an  opportunity,  if  he 
wishes,  of  speaking  twenty  times  on  each 
clause,  in  order  to  discuss  the  possible  effect 
of  all  the  clauses  as  they  stand.  We  may 
sit  till  Christmas  before  we  get  the  matter 
through ;  and,  unquestionably,  the  House,  be- 
fore it  has  done,  will  get  into  such  a  fog  that 
honourable  members  will  be  no  wiser  than  they 
are  now.  The  honourable  member  for  Thorn- 
don  has  claimed  more  time  to  consider  this 
matter.  He  says  that  the  contract  is  wrong, 
that  the  words  are  not  clearly  defined  in  a 
legal  sense,  and  that  he  is  not  in  a  position  to 
judge  of  the  matter.  He  seems  to  forget  that 
the  whole  question  was  brought  down  weeks 
ago,  and  that  the  suggestions  of  the  Commit- 
tee amount  to  very  little  more  than  an  indorse- 
ment of  the  original  Government  proposal. 
He  has  had  this  subject  practically  before  him 
for  weeks,  if  he  had  chosen  to  examine  it ;  but 
the  truth  is  that,  like  many  other  honourable 
gentlemen,  he  fell  back  on  a  Select  Committee 
as  a  happy  way  of  relieving  himself,  for  the 
time  being,  of  the  trouble  of  inquiring  into  the 
merits  of  the  question.  He  supported  the  re- 
ference to  the  Select  Committee,  and,  having 
done  that,  he  washed  his  hands  of  the  whole 
affair.  Instead  of  spending  a  portion  of  his 
time  in  looking  into  this  matter,  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  looked  into  it  at  all ;  and  now  he 
tells  us  that  he  is  as  ignorant  about  it  as  ho 
was  before.  Whose  fault  is  that?  Is  the  rail- 
way to  suffer,  are  the  friends  of  the  railway  to 
suffer,  is  this  House  to  suffer,  is  the  time  of  the 
House  to  be  wasted,  because  honourable  mem- 
bers have  been  too  lazy  to  read  this  contract 
for  themselves  ?  Practically,  they  have  had  the 
contract  in  their  hands  for  the  last  fortnight. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  do 
but  indorse  the  resolution  brought  down  by  the 
Government  weeks  ago.  The  difference  be- 
tween that  contract  and  the  draft  which  is  now 
before  the  House  is  such  as  any  intelligent 
man  can  grasp  in  a  few  hours.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central  is  too  clever  not 
to  understand  at  once  the  exact  drift  of  the 
alterations.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  he  does 
not  intend  to  offer  any  factious  opposition  in 
this  matter  ;  but  I  ask  honourable  members 
not  to  play  into  the  hands  of  the  irreconcilable 
foe  of  the  Midland  Hallway  Company, 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  feel  there  is  no 
desire  to  make,  in  Committee,  any  but  what  are 
material  alterations.  The  only  amendments 
proposed  will  probably  bo  two  at  most,  and  will 
not  involve  a  discussion  of  any  length.  I  think 
it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  have 
given  us  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  this 
matter  in  Committee.  I  cannot  appreciate  the 
logic  of  the  honourable  member  who  last  spoke. 
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whose  eloquence  is  perhaps  rather  better  than 
his  logic  when  he  told  us  that,  when  a  person 
contracted  to  build  a  house  and  did  not  finish 
it  within  a  certain  time,  he  should  get  the 
money. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Well,  in  other  words 
that  was  what  he  said — that  whether  the  con- 
tractor has  built  the  house  or  not  he  is  entitled 
to  the  money.  Again,  the  honourable  gentleman 
told  us  that  his  only  hope  was  this  contract.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentle- 
man intended  that  this  was  his  only  hope  of 
political  existence.  If  so,  I  am  sorry  for  him, 
because  I  wish  to  state  this :  that  these  speeches 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  and  other  honourable  members,  as 
being  irreconcilable  enemies  to  this  railway, 
are  mistaken.  I  venture  to  say  we  have 
reached  a  stage  in  this  House  when  every 
honourable  member  is  desirous  of  having  the 
matter  completed  on  a  fair  and  equitable  basis. 
To  effect  that,  I  think  every  facility  should  be 
given.  The  only  point  in  regard  to  it  is  this — 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Cen- 
tral referred  to  it:  whether  under  section  3 
it  might  not  be  fairly  contended  that  the 
company  is  impliedly  guaranteed  that  there 
is  land  within  the  authorised  area  from 
which  the  land  to  be  selected  should  be 
selected.  '*  You  guarantee  there  is  land  there 
from  which  the  selection  can  be  made,  and 
if  not  you  must  account  to  us  for  the  loss  we 
have  sustained."  At  all  events,  there  would 
not  be  much  difficulty  on  the  psiTt  of  a  law- 
yer in  building  a  case  on  that.  And  that  is 
what  should  be  avoided.  My  desire  is  to  see 
the  matter  completed  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
manner.  And  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
would  have  been  better  on  the  part  of  this  Com- 
mittee if  they  had  got  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  to  embody  the  terms  of  the  whole  of  all 
the  contracts,  and  to  indicate  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  modify  or  negative,  so  that  the  con- 
ditions of  this  new  contract  might  be  put  in  an 
intelligible  and  clear  form,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  have  clearly  understood  it.  At 
present  I  conceive  there  is  very  great  difficulty 
in  the  matter,  and  I  think  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Thomdon  has  some  ground  for 
stating  that  he  finds  he  cannot  quite  under- 
stand the  matter ;  and  I  dare  say  a  great  many 
other  honourable  members  do  not  understand 
it  either.  What  I  would  suggest  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  is,  not  to  go  into 
details.  The  House  has  affirmed  the  principle 
of  the  Bill — that  is,  the  governing  principle  of 
the  whole  matter.  The  one  principle  is  that 
the  railway  shall  be  constructed.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  do  anything  beyond  these  two  or 
three  amendments,  which  might,  to  a  certain 
extent,  be  of  a  formal  character. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— May  I  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation?  I  have  been  laughed  at, 
and  very  deservedly  so,  because  in  my  hurry 
the  wrong  word  came  to  my  tongue.  I  wished 
to  ask,  if  you  contract  with  a  man  to  build 
you. a  house  within  a  certain  time  for  a  certain 
Mr.  W,  D,  Stewart 


sum,  why  put  in  a  stipulation  that  if  he  does 
not  do  it  in  a  certain  time  he  should  not  have 
the  house  ?  The  word  "  money  '*  came  on  my 
tongue  instead  of  "house."  I  wished,  A 
course,  to  suggest  an  absurd  stipulation. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  desire  to  impress  upon 
the  House  the  inconsistency  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central ;  because,  when 
the  proposition  was  made  orii^nally  to  deal 
with  this  question  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  honourable  gentleman  took  exception  to 
that  course,  and  was  the  means  of  having  it  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Com  mi  ttee.  After  he  has  had 
his  own  way,  and  it  has  been  before  a  Select 
Committee,  we  find  him  asking  the  House  to 
deal  with  it  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
What  I  complain  of  is  this :  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  did  not,  on 
the  Committee,  endeavour  to  get  the  contract 
so  amended  as  to  make  it  workable,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man attended  the  meetings  of  the  Committee 
only  twice.  I  think,  and  I  wish  to  point  out, 
that  an  honourable  member  who  suggests  a 
Committee,  and  is  appointed  a  member  of  it, 
8bnd  then  does  not  attend  its  meetings  or  assist 
in  its  work,  is  not  doing  his  duty  to  the  House, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  I  think  the  House  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Committee  have  a 
right  to  complain.  My  principal  reason  fox 
rising  now  is  to  say  this:  that  I  fear  if  this 
matter  goes  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  the 
result  will  be  that  it  will  require  to  go  to  a 
Select  Committee  again  to  put  what  is  done  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  into  shape.  I  believe 
amendments  are  required  in  the  contract,  bat 
I  prefer  to  move  them  in  the  House,  and  to 
test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  them,  and  the 
decision  then  come  to  in  each  case  will  be 
final ;  but  if  the  thing  goes  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  it  may  be  that  those  honour- 
able members  who  have  not  been  able  to 
get  their  amendments  adopted  in  the  Com- 
mittee may  move  afterwards  that  the  contract 
be  considered  clause  by  clause  in  the  House, 
and  be  so  amended.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
forms  of  the  House  to  prevent  that — in  fact, 
our  forms  rather  facilitate  it ;  and  thus  we  shall 
have  the  thing  twice  over,  and  at  this  stage  of 
the  session,  when  time  is  of  importance,  I  think 
that  would  be  very  undesirable.  Now,  I  must 
say  that  I  concur  in  what  was  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  in  re- 
ference to  some  remarks  by  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans ;  because  the  mining 
interest  is  not  at  all  sufficiently  protected 
under  subsection  (c)  of  clause  2.  In  the  Com- 
mittee I  endeavoured  to  have  the  provision  as 
to  reserving  land  for  mining  so  worded  that  no 
doubt  could  possibly  exist ;  but  as  the  clause 
now  reads  it  mean?  noting  more  or  less  than 
that,  at  the  time  the  Governor  nukkes  any  re- 
servation of  land  for  mining  purposes,  it  must 
be  proved  that  the  land  is  wanted  absolutely  for 
mining  itself.  The  terms  are  very  clear,  that 
any  land  is  simply  to  be  reserved  for  boni 
fide  mining ;  and  if  land  was  taken  not  strictly 
for  mining  it  would  be  objected  to  by  the 
company.     The  words  are,  "All  lands  whieh. 
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from  time  to  time,  in  the-  opinion  of  the 
Governor,  may  be  required'  lor  bond  fide 
mining."  Well,  under  these  words,  unless 
ihe  Qovemment  was  in  a  position  to  prove, 
when  any  land  was  reserved  for  mining  pur- 
poses, that  at  that  time  it  was  absolutely 
wonted  for  mining,  it  would  be  held  that  the 

Sower  of  reservation  had  been  used  to  the 
etrlment  of  the  company,  and  no  doubt  the 
company  would  have  a  right  of  actioji  against 
the  Government.  Now,  on  a  goldfield  you 
want  something  more  than  the  land  absolutely 
required  for  mining.  I  wished  to  have  the 
phraseology  of  the  Mining  Act  adopted  in  the 
contract  by  the  Committee ;  and  if  section  28 
of  the  Mining  Act  had  been  followed  there 
would  have  been  no  difficulty,  for  in  that  sec- 
tion the  words  are,  **  lands  either  for  mining 
purposes,  or  for  machine,  business,  or  residence 
sites,  or  for  the  construction  of  races,  dams,  or 
reservoirs  thereon,  or  of  races,  drives,  or  tunnels 
thereunder."  All  these  are  necessary  for  gold- 
working  ;  but  it  is  not "  mining,"  and  that  terra 
in  this  clause  of  the  contract  would  not  cover 
machine-sites,  or  residence  sites,  water-races, 
or  dams,  or  other  mining  rights — nothing  but 
land  absolutely  for  mining  itself.  The  prin- 
cipal reason  alleged  for  the  necessity  of  chang- 
ing the  contract  is  the  mistake  made  in  the 
Act  of  1884 ;  and  therefore  wo  should  be  most 
careful  now  not  to  make  a  further  mistake 
and  place  our  goldfields  .entirely  under  the 
control  of  a  foreign  syndictite.  I,  for  one, 
much  as  I  wish  to  see  the  railway  made, 
am  not  prepared  to  see  our  goldiields  put  in 
that  position.  Then,  again,  there  is  this  point : 
Here  is  a  whole  tract  of  country  to  be  given  to 
a  company,  and  there  is  no  provision  whatever 
for  allowing  prospectors  to  go  on  that  land. 
It  becomes  absolutely  private  property,  and 
thore  is  absolutely  no  power  under  the  law 
to  prospect  on  private  property.  The  Mining 
Act  distinctly  prohibits  prospecting  on  pri- 
vate lands  without  the  consent  of  the  owner. 
How  will  it  be  possible  for  miners  to  have  the 
right  of  going  over  these  lands  for  prospect- 
ing if  the  terms  of  this  contract  are  carried 
out  as  they  now  stand?  I  do  think,  where 
the  whole  of  the  unsold  lands  in  a  mining 
district  are  being  given  in  this  way,  the  power 
of  prospecting  should  be  retained.  It  is  not  the 
same  as  with  ordinary  private  land  that  has 
been  purchased,  and  which  land  there  was  no 
reason  to  believe  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  was 
auriferous.  But  we  do  know  that  the  lands  on 
the  West  Coast  are  to  a  great  extent  auriferous ; 
and  I  do  know  absolutely  that  the  Land  Boards 
on  the  West  Coast  have  distinctly  refused  to  sell 
the  land  which  this  company  are  allowed  to 
get  under  the  contract,  on  the  distinct  ground 
that  it  was  known  to  be  auriferous— would- bo 
private  buyers  have  been  refused  distinctly  on 
that  ground :  the  authorities  would  not  let  the 
land  pass  into  private  ownership  because  that 
would  preclude  mining  and  prospecting  on  it. 
But  here  a  whole  vast  area  of  country  is 
handed  over  to  a  company,  and  no  right  is 
reserved  to  the  miner  to  prospect  it  for 
gold,  and  only  an  obsenre  right  is  resexred  to 
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the  Crown  to  resiune  possession  if  gold  is 
found  on  it.  I  most  certainly  think  that  the 
right  of  prospecting  over  lands  taken  by  the 
company  should  be  reserved,  with,  of  course, 
proper  safeguards  for  the  company,  as  in  the 
case  of  Native  land,  so  that  •  no  wilful  or 
malicious  injury  should  be  done  to  the  com- 
pany. Another  point  1  wish  to  refer  to  is  this  : 
It  is  contemplated  by  this  contract  that  the 
process  of  giving  land  to  the  company  may 
extend  over  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  1888 ;  and  that  means  that  the  rail- 
way may  not  be  completed  till  the  expiry 
of  that  ten  years.  There  is  no  stipulation, 
as  there  usually  is  in  such  contracts,  that 
a  certain  rate  of  progress  per  year  shall 
be  maintained.  I  maintain  that  the  com- 
pany should  guarantee  a  certain  rate  of  pro- 
gress, and  if  that  rate  is  not  kept  up  there 
should  be  a  right  to  determine  the  contract 
with  certain  conditions.  An  honourable  mem- 
ber interjects  that  that  power  is  given  to  the 
Government  by  the  Act  of  1884.  If  that  is 
so  the  company  should  have  no  objection  to 
its  being  specified  in  this  contract,  and  I  say  it 
should  be  clearly  and  definitely  expressed  hero. 
Without  such  a  power  the  company  may  keep 
back  the  construction  of  the  railway  for  ten 
years,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  force  the 
Government  to  give  them  further  concessions. 
I  do  think  these  points  require  consideration, 
and  that  careful  consideration  should  be  given 
to  them  in  the  House,  without  the  matter  going 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  There  is  a  last 
point  on  which  I  must  take  objection.  The 
proposal  to  give  the  company  a  large  land-grant 
was  made  on  the  clear  and  distinct  understand- 
ing that  the  company  and  the  colony  were  to 
have  alternate  blocks  of  land  along  the  route 
of  the  line,  the  reason  being  that,  owing  to  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  the  blocks  retained 
by  the  colony  would  be  so  increased  in  value  as 
to  recoup  the  value  of  what  was  given  to  the 
company.  But  now  that  is  done  away  with 
entirely.  What  I  think  was  a  fair  compromise 
is  now  replaced  by  a  right  to  the  company  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  land  along  the  route  of 
the  railway  except  what  may  be  reserved  for 
mining,  "^e  are  told  that  we  retain  the  right 
to  get  750,000  acres  for  mining ;  but,  as  the 
contract  is  worded,  and  without  the  power  to 
take  land  for  purposes  accessory  to  mining,  we 
may  get,  not  760,000  acres,  and  not  100,000 
acres.  Therefore  if  the  contract  is  passed  as  it 
is,  with  the  right  to  take  land  only  for  honafido 
mining,  and  with  the  company  given  power  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  land  along  the 
line,  we  are  giving  up  everything  it  was  in- 
tended to  keep  at  the  time  the  first  contract 
was  made,  and  which  was  supposed  to  be  some 
recompense  to  the  colony  for  the  concessions 
granted  to  the  company.  Such  surrendering 
of  everything  is,  to  my  mind,  a  matter  of  most 
serious  import ;  and,  much  as  I  desire  the  rail- 
way to  be  constructed,  and  thus  to  have  direct 
railwav  communication  between  the  East  and 
West  Coasts,  still  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  sup- 
port the  proposals  as  they  stand.  I  believe 
that  we  on  the  West  Coast — those  who  have 
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bejBn  there  many  years,  and  those  ^ho  wish  to 
make  their  homes  there  in  years  to  come — 
WQuld  consider  it  paying  too  high  a  price  and 
making  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  get  what  we 
desire,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
proposals  as  they  stand ;  and,  if  the  proposals 
are  not  amended  in  the  direction  I  have  in- 
dicated when  the  question  comes  before  us  to 
be  finally  voted  on,  I  shall  feel  compelled  to 
vote  against  the  proposed  contract. 

Mr.  WITHY. — I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing our  going  into  Committee  of  the  Wholo 
on  this  matter.  It  appears  to  mc,  after  what 
has  been  said,  after  having  had  the  original 
documents  before  us  for  some  weeks,  and  after 
referring  the  whole  subject  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
or  desirable  for  us  to  go  too  much  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject.  It  seems  to  mo  that  the 
modified  proposal  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  East,  that  wo  should  take  the  pro- 
posed contract  clause  by  clause  in  the  House, 
should  be  quite  sufficient.  I  am  a  new  mem- 
ber of  the  House — one  among  many,  about  a 
third  of  the  members  of  the  present  House  not 
having  been  in  the  last  Parliament;  and  it 
was  the  last  Parliament  which  entered  into  an 
arrangement  that  was,  to  my  mind,  an  exceed- 
ingly bad  one.  I  was  alarmed  at  the  original 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central,  as  I  distinctly  understood  him  to  say 
that  ho  would  be  glad  even  yet  to  see  this  thing 
entirely  knocked  on  the  head.  His  explana- 
tion afterwards  relieved  my  mind  considerably, 
for,  although,  as  I  have  said,  I  greatly  objected 
to  this  bargain  as  made,  yet  I  think  we  are 
bound  in  honour  to  carry  it  out,  and  to  find 
some  method  by  which  we  can  carry  it  out 
satisfactorily.  During  the  late  election  I  ob- 
jected to  this  as  much  as  to  anything  in  the 
policy  of  the  late  Government,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  giving  away  something  like  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  acres  of  land.  I  hold  a  very 
strong  opinion  that  wo  should  not  give  away 
the  estate  of  the  country.  I  would  very  much 
rather,  much  as  I  dislike  debt,  pledge  the  credit 
of  the  colony  and  my  share  of  that  credit  to  a 
debt  than  1  would  give  away  the  land.  The 
land  always  increases  in  value  in  every  country 
as  population  increases ;  and  why  should  we 
therefore  so  readily  give  away  to  absentee  rail- 
way-contractors, or  even  to  private  individuals 
here,  an  estate  which  they  are  quite  satisfied  will 
become  very  much  more  valuable  as  time  goes 
on?  As  I  have  said,  I  am  anxious  to  make  this 
contract  as  workable  as  possible,  and,  with 
that  view,  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  going  to  ex- 
tremes— to  avoid,  on  the  one  hand,  doing  any 
wrong  to  these  contractors,  who  have  already 
started  their  work,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
avoid  giving  away  more  of  the  estate  of  the 
colony  than  is  necessary  to  make  the  arrange- 
ment equitable.  I  was  a  contractor  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years  in  the  Old  Country,  and 
therefore  I  may  be  presumed  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  difficulties  of  carrying  out  con- 
tracts. Some  of  the  contracts  I  had  were  of  a 
most  difficult  nature,  and  therefore  I  am  very 
anxious,  before  a  thing  is  settled,  to  see  day- 
Mi\  Seddon 


light  through  the  arrangement.  It  seems  to 
me  that  another  fact  is  wanted  to  enable  us 
to  decide  finally  on  this  question.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon,  while  speaking  on 
this  subject,  said  there  were  something  like 
five  million  acres  within  the  prescribed  area. 
I  had  no  idea,  because  there  were  no  figures 
given,  that  the  area  was  anything  like  that. 
I  understood  that  the  area  consisted  of  about 
2,800,000  acres,  and  that  750,000  would  be  re- 
served by  the  Crown.  In  addition  to  these  there 
are  therefore  something  like  three  million  acres 
to  be  accounted  for ;  and  I  should  like  to  know 
something  about  them,  for  I  hold  there  would 
be  some  limit  to  the  question  whether  I  .should 
be  willing  to  allow  the  company  to  select  from 
these  additional  three  million  acres.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  syndicate  originally  considered 
that  in  these  2,800,000  acres  they'  had  a  quid 
pro  qtu)  for  what  they  were  going  to  do  for 
us;  and  it  seems  unfortunate  that  this  value 
of  10s.  per  acre  was  ever  mentioned,  and 
also  to  be  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  allow 
figures  to  get  into  negotiations  without  their 
meaning  being  clearly  exphiined.  I  should 
like  to  know  from  the  Government,  before  we 
go  further  in  the  consideration  of  this  matter, 
what  is  the  total  area  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed. How  much  is  there  bo3'ond  the 
2,300,000  acres  and  beyond  these  750,000  acres? 
If  we  had  this  information  I  should  feel  able 
to  give  a  more  intelligent  consideration  to  this 
question  than  I  could  without  it.  I  shall  op- 
pose going  into  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— Sir,  having  given  this 
matter  a  great  deal  of  consideration  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  I  think  it  right  to  say 
that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  clause  3  as  it 
stands.  I  think  it  is  not  sufficiently  explicit, 
and  that  there  is  some  risk  of  being  involved  in 
a  lawsuit  in  the  future.  Therefore  when  the 
clause  comes  to  be  considered  I  shall  insist  on 
some  addition  being  made — cither  the  addition 
read  by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  read  of  the 
Solicitor-General,  or  the  addition  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West. 
Either  of  these  additions  will  satisfy  mc ;  but, 
unless  one  or  the  other,  or  something  corre- 
sponding to  them,  is  inserted,  I  shall  certainly 
oppose  the  adoption  of  the  report  as  it  stands. 
Honourable  gentlemen  from  Canterbury  arc  so 
very  anxious  to  get  this  contract  through  that 
they  will  accept  almost  anj'thing. 

Hon.  Members.— No. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  say  Yes.  I  know 
them  too  well.  But  we  are  here  to  study  the 
interests  of  the  colony  ;  and  I  am  not  one  who 
is  disposed  in  the  least  to  throw  any  obstacles 
whatever  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  this  con- 
tract. On  the  contrary,  the  niatter  has  gone 
so  far  that  I  think  the  very  best  thing  would  be 
to  give  our  assistance  in  enabling  the  work  to 
be  carried  out,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  to  clause  3. 

Mr,  MARCHANT. — I  suppose  there  is  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  risk  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
this  land,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  risk 
must  be  so  very  small  that  it  is  hardly  worth 
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while  to  insert  the  words  that  are  proposed  in 
clause  8.  Like  most  honourable  members,  I 
have  looked  to  the  map  for  an  idea  of  the  area 
of  the  prescribed  land,  and,  looking  at  the  map, 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  some  four  or  five 
million  acres  of  land.  And  it  is  very  difficult 
to  believe  that,  taking  that  land  altogether, 
it  should  not  be  worth  at  least  6s.  or  7s. 
per  acre,  more  especially  seeing  that  there  is 
<a  lot  of  valuable  timber  on  it.  The  addition 
would  cause  much  doubt,  raise  difficulties, 
anid  very  likely  bring  this  thing  to  the  ground. 
I  do  think  there  should  be  some  further 
provision  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  land  should  be  disposed  of.  I  have  looked 
through  the  contract,  and,  though  not  a  lawyer, 
I  do  not  see  any  sufficient  provision  in  the  con- 
tract as  to  the  method  in  which  the  land  should 
be  disposed  of.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
within  the  province  of  the  company  to  sell 
these  lands  in  large  blocks  at  very  low  prices ; 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  the  colony 
would  have  to  make  up  the  difference  in  the 
vaJue. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Look  at  clause  19. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— It  may  be  fully  provided 
for  here,  but  in  what  I  have  read  of  the  contract 
I  cannot  see  any  such  provision.  As  to  going 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  really  do  not 
see  there  is  any  occasion  for  that.  We  have 
the  assurance  of  the  Government  that  these 
clauses  may  be  taken  one  by  one,  so  that  they 
can  be  fully  discussed  without  allowing  an 
honourable  member  to  speak  seven  or  eight 
times  on  each  clause. 

Mr.  FULTON.— I  would  ask  the  House  to 
agree  to  either  of  these  two  propositions,  one 
or  the  other,  and  to  come  to  a  decision  now, 
as  the  subject  will  be  discussed  over  again 
whether  we  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  or 
take  the  clauses  one  by  one. 

Mr.  MONK.  —  I  shall  support  the  motion 
that  we  consider  the  contract  clause  by  clause. 
I  may  say  that  I  felt  great  anxiety  in  reference 
to  the  contract  last  June,  when  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  contract  would  interfere  with  the 
miners,  who  by  it  might  be  deprived  of  their 
rights  on  the  West  Coast.  The  contract  re- 
lating to  this  matter  was  drawn  up  loosely,  for 
I  do  not  believe  it  could  ever  have  been  in- 
tended to  afford  such  power.  I  think  there 
was  very  great  negligence  on  the  part  of  some, 
who,  in  framing  such  a  contract,  surely  could 
not  have  had  the  interests  of  the  colony  at 
heart.  But  in  the  draft  now  before  us  that 
difficulty  is  obviated,  and  there  is  just  the  one 
point  regarding  the  750,000  acres  of  land.  There 
18  also  this :  A  remark  was  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Newton  that  the  quantity  of 
laud  amounted  to  about  five  million  acres ;  but 
in  virtual  reduction  of  that  quantity  it  is  con- 
sidered that  a  portion  of  it  will  not  bo  sufficiently 
valuable  to  be  utilised  by  the  company  or  any 
one  else.  He  also  called  attention  to  clause  19 
of  the  contract,  and  intimated  his  intention  to 
amend  it  unless  some  one  else  did  so  in  the 
direction  he  indicated.  I  think  the  whole  of 
the  land  Sold  should  be  averaged  at  not  less 
thAn  10s.  per  acre.  That  would  mean  that  some 


of  it  might  be  sold  at  £1  per  acre,  and  some 
at  58.  or,  lOs.  but  the  average  of  the  land  should 
not  be  less  than  lOs.  per  acre,  which  means 
that  the  total  quantity  of  land  required  within 
the  block  should  not  exceed  2,300,000  acres. 
Another  part  of  the  contract  which  I  do  not  feel 
satisfied  or  clear  upon  is  clause  8.  To  me  it 
appears  ambiguous,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall 
gladly  support  the  amendment  proposed  to  be 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay.  I  shall  certainly  vote  in  favour 
of  providing  that  there  shall  be  such  an  explicit- 
ness  of  language  in  its  passages  as  to  preclude 
the  slightest  possibility  of  being  hereafter  in- 
volved in  any  lawsuit  in  any  direction,  and  to 
that  end  there  should  be  no  ambiguity  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  MOSS.— We  know  that  the  people  of 
Canterbury  are  agreed  upon  this  question  to  a 
large  extent,  and  that  the  Nelson  people  have 
set  their  hearts  upon  this  railway.  I  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty,  from  the  first,  to  oppose  the  work, 
on  the  ground  that  the  members  of  this  House 
have  never  been  supplied  with  information  on 
which  they  can  form  a  just  opinion.  I  have  a 
recollection  of  the  time  when  the  Canterbury 
people  undertook  the  construction  of  the  Lyttel- 
ton  tunnel.  There  were  only  twelve  thousand 
people  in  the  province,  and  they  set  to  work  in 
a  thoughtful  and  proper  way.  They  had  first 
an  estimate  formed  of  the  probable  traffic,  and 
even  went  to  the  trouble  of  having  observations 
made  of  the  daily  traffic  that  took  place,  and 
they  had  the  most  careful  estimates  made 
as  to  the  probable  cost ;  and  the  whole  thing 
was  thoroughly  looked  into  before  liability  was 
incurred.  The  same  took  place  in  Otago  in 
reference  to  the  construction  of  the  Clutha 
Railway.  The  greatest  care  was  taken  to 
ascertain  the  probable  traffic  and  the  probable 
cost  and  possible  returns  from  the  railway  when 
it  was  undertaken.  All  this  was  settled  in  a  most 
complete  way  before  they  ventured  to  plunge 
their  respective  provinces  into  the  obligation 
which  these  works  would  entail.  But  wo  have 
pursued  a  different  course.  It  is  simply  a 
system  of  scrambling  for  borrowed  money. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  that  has  been  a  great 
cause  of  the  present  depression  and  difficulties 
that  New  Zesiland  is  suffering  under.  That  is 
the  one  great  fault — first  borrowing  money  and 
then  scrambling  for  it. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  honourable  gentleman  speaking  to  the 
motion  before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  I  see  that  the  honour- 
able member  is  travelling  away  from  the  sub- 
ject I  shall  not  hesitate  to  draw  his  attention 
to  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  do  not  think  my  honourable 
friend  ought  to  feel  his  conscience  pricked  or 
his  withers  wrung,  as  he  has  not  taken  part  in 
the  proceedings  during  this  debate.  However, 
it  is  very  disagreeable  to  a  large  number  of  us 
in  this  House  to  run  counter  to  the  strongly- 
expressed  desire  of  the  people  of  those  provinces. 
But  this  is  not  a  local  Bill.  This  is  a  Bill  to 
affect  the  whole  of  New  Zealand  for  years  to 
come;  long  after  we  are  dead  and  gone  the 
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efiQcts  of  this  Bill  will  be  felt;  and  therefore 
-we  oannot  treat  it  as  a  small  thing  only  affect- 
ing some  particular  locality.  I  believe,  there- 
fore, it  is  a  right  and  proper  thing  to  go  into 
Committee  on  this  contract.  It  is  impossible 
to  give  a  deliberate  and  full  consideration  to  the 
subject  if  it  is  merely  discussed  in  the  House. 
We  are  told  that  we  are  only  called  upon  on 
this  occasion  to  recognise  and  approve  of  the 
principle.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  understand 
what  the  principle  is,  unless,  as  I  said  before, 
it  is  the  principle  of  making  this  railway  and  of 
giving  away,  in  the  dark,  some  two  and  a  half 
million  acres  of  land.     That  seems  to  be  the 

Erinciple,  and  I  urge  honourable  members  who 
ave  this  measure  so  much  at  heart  that,  if 
only  for  decency's  sake,  they  should  allow  this 
matter  to  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  wishes 
to  obstruct  the  measure.  I  believe  that  it  will 
be  considered  fairly  on  its  merits,  and  no  doubt 
there  will  be  fresh  light  thrown  upon  it.  There 
would  be  less  restraint  of  speech,  and  the 
debate  could  be  of  a  more  conversational  cha- 
racter. If  it  is  a  good  measure  it  will  pass :  it 
has  ample  support  at  its  back.  If  it  is  a  good 
measure,  why  should  discussion  be  feared  ?  If 
it  is  a  bad  measure,  why  should  it  be  foisted 
on  the  House  and  the  country  in  a  hurry  ?  I 
shall  vote  for  going  into  Committee. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.  —  I  rise  to  support  not 
only  this  railway,  but  cJl  railways  in  New  Zea- 
land. My  reason  is  this:  I  was  in  England 
four  or  five  years  ago,  and  I  saw  there  railways 
on  the  tops  of  houses,  railways  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  and  railways  beneath  the  earth ; 
and  they,  I  believe,  have  been  the  making  of 
England;  and  if  honourable  members  want 
New  Zealand  to  come  near  England  we  had 
better  make  railways.  Where  there  are  rail- 
ways there  is  population  ;  where  there  is  popu- 
lation there  is  revenue.  I  can  excuse  the 
Maoris,  because  they  do  not  know  better ;  but, 
as  far  as  the  other  members  of  the  House  are 
concerned,  they  should  be  able  to  see  this.  I 
think  that  the  whole  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, the  Maoris  and  the  Europeans,  should 
put  their  heads  together  and  let  us  have  rail- 
ways throughout  New  Zealand,  right  through 
and  through  both  Islands.  The  railways  would 
soon  pay  expenses.  That  is  my  reason  for  rising 
to  make  a  few  remarks.  I  say  let  this  pass. 
We  have  been  here  five  or  six  week^,  and  I  do 
not  see  anything  done  yet. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  —  One  very  important 
clause  has  been  omitted  from  this  contract, 
and  that  is  to  vest  a  power  in  Wardens  to  grant 
to  miners  the  rights  or  privileges  of  construct- 
ing water-races,  tail-races,  and  sludge-channels 
across  the  railway-line  where  the  railway  is 
constructed  through  a  mining  district.  There 
is  no  such  power  taken  in  this  contract ;  and 
there  should  be  power  granted  to  the  Warden 
to  grant  these  rights,  providing,  of  course,  the 
safeguard  that  the  privilege  shall  not  be  exer- 
cised in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with  the 
proper  construction  of  the  railway.  I  know 
that  in  the  district  I  represent  the  railway  has 
been  constructed  for  a  few  miles  through  a 
Mr.  Moss 


portion  of  the  district  where  mining  opezft- 
tions  are  being  carried  on,  and  the  nunezs. 
have  been  put  to  some  difficulty  and  incon- 
venience in  consequence  of  that.  They  have,  in 
fact,  been  delayed  in  their  work  in  conscquenoe^ 
of  high  embankments  being  built  and  the  flow 
ofi  the  watershed  being  out  off.  We  all  know 
that  water  is  the  principal  means  by  which 
mining  is  carried  on.  As  we  are  giving  con- 
cessions to  the  company,  we  should  also  reserve 
from  them  power  to  protect  the  interests  of 
miners  now  carrying  on  mining  operations. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  take  a  note  of 
that. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— After  comparing  thia 
draft  of  contract  with  that  which  we  had  before 
us  previously,  I  can  see  that  the  Committee 
have  devoted  considerable  care  to  their  work, 
and  that  this  draft  is  a  better  one  than  that 
which  the  Govemmeut  brought  down.  I  there- 
fore think  it  would  be  a  mistake,  after  the  care- 
ful consideration  given  to  it,  that  we  should 
interfere  with  it  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  for  I  do  not  know  what  state  we 
might  put  the  contract  into.  It  might  be 
necessary  for  us  to  send  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee again  to  put  it  into  shape  after  we  had 
done  with  it.  But  there  have  been  some  salient 
points  now  omitted  from  the  contract.  In  the 
original  contract  there  was  power  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  alternate  blocks  of  country ; 
but  that  now  seems  to  have  been  abandoned. 
Then,  there  was  a  clause  under  which  the  colony 
could  take  from  time  to  time  land  for  imrposes 
of  bond  fide  settlement.  That  was  a  most  use- 
ful clause,  for,  if  the  company  did  not  proceed 
with  the  railway,  then  the  Government,  by  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  would  have  been  able  to 
carry  on  the  settlement  of  the  country.  That 
clause  has  gone,  though  I  think  it  should  have 
been  retained.  I  see  that  clause  18  of  the  new 
contract  deals  with  this  matter ;  but  that  clause 
is  a  very  poor  and  weak  sort  of  provision.  It 
says, — 

"The  Queen  may  from  time  to  time,  with 
the  consent  of  the  company,  sell  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  any  lands  within  the  authorised  area 
not  previously  selected  by  the  company,  and 
being  available  for  selection  under  sec'tion  3 
hereof,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on 
by  the  Queen  and  the  company." 

It  seems  from  that  that  the  company  must 
consent,  or  else  settlement  cannot  proceed.  I 
think  that  the  handing-over  of  these  large 
blocks  of  land  to  the  company  without  any 
conditions  as  to  settlement  will  have  the  effect 
of  creating  a  large  political  power  in  that  part 
of  the  country  and  placing  it  in  the  huids 
of  this  company.  In  fact,  several  electorates 
will  be  the  property  of  the  company,  and  Uie 
possession  of  that  power  will  make  itself  felt  in 
this  House.  We  know  nothing  in  this  ooontiy 
at  the  present  time  of  railway-ldngs,  but  I 
believe  that  if  this  large  quantity  of  land  is 
handed  over  in  one  block,  without  any  right  in 
the  colony  to  settle  people  upon  it  without  the 
consent  of  the  company,  we  shall  find  that  a 
very  large  amount  of  political  influence  rests 
in  the  hands  of  this  company.    It  has  to  be 
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Temembered  that  there  is  six  or  eight  millions 
of  acres  out  of  which  the  compeuiy  is  to  select, 
but  the  balance  beyond  what  they  want  will  be 
locked  up  for  a  time.  It  will  not  belong  to  the 
-Qovemment  or  to  the  company,  and  the  local 
bodies  will  be  unable  to  rate  it  or  get  any  reve- 
nue from  it.  I  think  a  provision  to  meet  that 
-should  be  put  into  this  new  contract,  because  wo 
ought  to  get  some  revenue  from  the  land  while 
it  is  locked  up.  Neither  do  I  see  anything  in  this 
•contract  as  at  present  drawn  up  to  protect  the 
riparian  rights  of  people  who  are  mining.  Then , 
it  is  urged  that  tne  Government  have  the  right 
to  resume  possession  of  750,000  acres  for  mining 
purposes  ;  but  the  fact  that  they  are  empowered 
to  take  the  land  for  that  special  purpose  shows 
that  they  have  no  right  to  take  it  for  settlement 
purposes.  I  hope  the  House  will  go  through 
the  contract  with  a  strong  desire  to  assist  the 
oompany  in  any  way  it  can ;  but,  though  we 
desire  the  railway,  we  may  pay  too  high  a  price 
for  it,  and  I  hope  that  the  points  I  have  raised 
will  receive  consideration. 

Mr.  LOUGHREY.— I  am  opposed  to  this 
matter  being  considered  by  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House.  When  the  matter  was  pre- 
viously before  the  House  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  referring  the  matter  to  a  Select 
Committee  was  a  waste  of  time  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  report  which  has  been  brought 
down,  I  still  think  that  the  House  ought  to 
have  dealt  with  this  matter  at  the  outset  in- 
stead of  referring  it  to  a  Committee.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  principal  alteration  required  by 
the  company  in  the  original  contract  hinges 
upon  the  guaranteeing  of  the  value  of  the  land 
to  be  given  to  them.  The  House  has  already 
agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  land  equal  in  value  to 
one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the 
railway,  and  a  large  area  of  land  has  been 
set  aside  for  the  company  to  select  from. 
The  land  thus  open  for  selection  has  been 
valued  by  officers  of  the  Government,  and 
has  been  estimated  by  them  to  have  an  average 
value  of  10s.  per  acre,  and  members  of  this 
House  who  know  the  land  consider  that  its 
value  is  not  over-estimated.  If  this  land  be 
of  the  value  stated — and  I  believe  it  to  be  so — I 
cannot  see  why  the  House  should  have  any 
hesitation  in  agreeing  to  the  alterations  re- 
quired by  the  company,  as  without  doubt  not 
more  than  the  2,804,000  acres  originally  agreed 
to  be  given  will  be  required.  But  when  I  hear 
some  members  of  this  House  assert  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  land  which  it  is  proposed 
to  transfer  to  the  company  on  condition  that 
they  carry  out  their  contract  is  absolutely 
worthless,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  com- 
pany should  require  that  if  the  land  proposed 
to  be  granted  to  them  does  not  realise  the  de- 
clared value  they  then  should  be  allowed  to 
select  additional  land  in  order  to  make  up  the 
deficiency.  But  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  know  the  country  well  have  declared  that 
the  land  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  company 
is  of  considerably  greater  value  than  that  at 
which  it  has  been  estimated ;  a  great  portion 
of  it  being  worth  £5  per  acre,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  it  being  worth  even  more  than  J 


that.  The  upset  value  of  the  waste  lands  of 
Canterbury  is  £2  per  acre  ;  the  upset  value  of 
the  waste  lands  of  Westland  is  £1  per  acre ; 
and  the  upset  value  of  the  waste  lands  in  the 
Nelson  District  varies  from  10s.  to  £2  per  acre ; 
and  any  private  individual  or  company  select- 
ing land  in  these  provincial  districts  would 
have  to  pay  this  upset  price  in  order  to  obtain 
it.  If  this,  then,  is  the  value  of  the  land — and 
the  several  provincial  districts  in  which  land  is 
set  aside  for  selection  by  the  company  believe 
it  to  be  so,  for  they  insist  on  this  upset  price 
being  paid  by  individuals  who  select  it— surely 
the  colony  can  incur  no  liability  in  guarantee- 
ing that  the  land  allotted  to  the  company  is 
equal  to  one-half  the  value  placed  upon  it  by 
the  provincial  authorities  in  whose  district 
this  land  is  situated ;  and,  if  it  is  only  to  show 
that  a  fictitious  value  has  not  been  put  upon 
the  land,  the  requirements  of  the  company 
should  be  acceded  to.  In  fact,  one  would 
think  that  the  proposal  might  fairly  come 
from  the  House  or  the  Government ;  one 
would  think  that,  as  soon  as  the  value  of 
the  land  was  called  in  question,  the  House  or 
the  Government  would  say,  "If  the  land  we 
propose  to  give  to  you  does  not  equal  the 
amount  stated,  we  will  allow  you  to  select 
other  lands  to  make  up  the  deficiency."  This 
is  what  would  have  been  done  in  pri>*ate  prac- 
tice. The  company  ask,  and,  I  think,  not  un- 
fairly, that  the  estimated  value  of  the  land 
should  be  assured  to  them  by  the  colony. 
Surely  this  is  only  strict  business,  and  it  can- 
not be  said  that  the  company  are  requiring 
any  extraordinary  concession  from  the  colony 
when  tbey  ask  this.  It  has  been  stated  that 
as  soon  as  the  railway  was  commenced  on  the 
West  Coast  and  at  Westland  it  not  only  afforded 
employment  to  large  numbers  of  people  there, 
but  it  gave  employment  to  people  in  other 
localities ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  the  railway 
were  to  be  commenced  at  Springfield  it  would 
relieve  the  labour-market  of  Canterbury  and 
Christchurch,  so  that  nothing  more  would  be 
heard  of  the  distress  arising  from  want  of  em- 
ployment in  that  district,  and  the  misery  of 
the  working  -  classes  who,  though  ready  and 
willing  to  work,  find  it  impossible  to  obtain 
employment  would  be  relieved  immediately 
this  important  work  was  started.  If  only  for 
this  purpose,  I  think  the  construction  of  the 
line  should  bo  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. It  is  the  almost  unanimous  wish  of  the 
people  of  Westland,  Nelson,  and  Canterbury 
that  this  line  should  be  proceeded  with.  Over 
and  over  again  the  people  in  those  districts 
have,  in  public  meetings  and  elsewhere,  de- 
clared that  it  is  almost  essential  to  the  pro- 
sperity of  those  districts  that  the  line  should 
be  constructed,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
ready  and  speedy  means  of  communication 
between  Westland  and  Nelson  and  Westland 
and  Canterbury ;  and  for  this  reason  I  think 
that  no  slight  disagreement  with  the  company 
should  delay  this  great  work.  In  order  to  ex- 
pedite the  settlement  of  the  contract,  I  think 
this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  considered 
in  the  House,  and  not  in  Committee,  because 
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the  debate  if  taken  in  Committee  would  bo 
interminable.  It  mast  be  known  to  members 
of  the  House  that  when,  some  time  ago,  it  was 
first  cabled  that  a  contract  was  signed  and  that 
a  company  had  undertaken  the  construction  of 
this  line  of  railway,  the  news  was  received  with 
rejoicijDgs  in  Nelson,  Westland,  and  Canter- 
bury: in  fact,  so  great  was  the  rejoicing  in 
Canterbury  that  a  public  holiday  was  pro- 
claimed, and  the  assemblage  of  persons  that 
met  in  one  of  the  principal  parks  was  one  of 
the  largest  ever  seen  in  Canterbury ;  and  the 
unanimous  opinion  at  the  gathering  that  then 
took  place  was  that  the  prosecution  of  this  line 
of  railway  would  assuredly  relieve  the  distress 
which  had  for  a  long  time  existed  in  that  pro- 
vince. And  I  hope  that  the  House  will  not  dis- 
appoint their  expectations,  which  are  about  to 
be  realised,  because  the  company  require  an 
assurance  that  the  emoluments  promised  to 
them  for  undertaking  this  work  and  carrying 
it  to  a  successful  issue  are  of  the  value  stated. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  accede 
to  the  alterations  required  by  the  company, 
and  that  the  contract  may  be  settled  without 
further  delay. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  should  like  to  say  this 
much :  that  the  statement  made  by  the  Premier 
at  the  opening  to-day  satisfied  my  mind  that 
the  Government  were  not  only  prepared  to 
conserve  the  interests  of  the  colony,  but  to  deal 
fairly  by  the  company.  What  the  Government 
ask  is  nothing  but  reasonable.  It  is  that  we 
should  give  an  indication,  and  that  that  should 
be  the  basis  upon  which  they  will  guarantee 
that  a  safe  contract  shall  be  entered  into  so 
far  as  the  colony  is  concerned.  I  trust  that 
we  shall  not  split  straws  about  it.  We  are  told 
that  it  is  possible  this  company  may  have  a 
large  political  influence.  How  can  they  get 
that  ]x)litical  influence  ?  They  can  have  no 
political  influence  till  they  put  people  on  the 
land ;  because  it  is  the  people  that  vote.  They 
may  have  outside  influence ;  but  that  would  be 
of  limited  extent.  And  under  our  system  of  go- 
vernment it  is  not  a  company  nor  a  few  men 
with  money  who  govern  the  country  and  send 
members  to  this  House  ;  it  is  the  people  of  the 
colony.  Therefore  that  argument,  to  my  mind, 
affords  no  reason  why  we  should  not  deal  with 
the  matter  fairly ;  and  I  am  satisfied,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  to  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  that  they  should 
draw  up  a  contract  based  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee.  I  am  sure  they  will  study  the 
interests  of  the  colony  and  do  the  best  they 
can  for  the  country. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — ^Before  this  matter  is  put  to 
the  vote  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
it.  And,  in  opening,  I  may  say  that  I  have  been 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  that  has 
had  to  consider  this  Midland  Railway  question, 
so  that  I  speak  with  some  experience  on  the 
matter.  Now,  I  may  say  that  I  was  rather 
astonished  this  afternoon  when  the  Premier 
came  down  with  this  proposed  contract  and 
asked  the  House  to  accept  it  as  it  stood.  I 
was  astonished,  because  I  did  believe  that,  from 
the  experience  he  has  gained  in  the  past  with 
Mr,  Loughrey 


regard  to  the  Midland  Railway  contracts,  he 
would  see  that  he  ought  to  take  all  due  time  to 
consider  this  matter ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  original  contract  that  was  made  was  a 
slipshod  affair,  that  it  was  in  many  points  tiitra 
vires,  and  therefore  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
careful  in  considering  this  one,  in  order  that 
we  may  not  fall  again  into  the  mistakes  that 
were  then  made.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
Premier  has  given  way  upon  that  point,  and  is 
willing  to  have  each  clause  considered  by  the 
House.  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  accept 
that,  on  the  understanding,  of  course,  that  we 
can  speak  once,  at  any  rate,  upon  any  clause 
we  like  to  speak  upon.  There  is  another  pro- 
position before  the  House, — that  we  should  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Personally  I 
really  do  not  care  very  much  whether  we  adopt 
one  or  the  other  course ;  but  I  rather  prefer  the 
former,  and  I  prefer  it  for  these  two  reasons : 
First,  I  think  that  we  shall  get  through  in  a 
shorter  time.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  one 
man  jumping  up  to  discuss  one  clause  five  or 
six  times.  And  for  another  reason  I  prefer 
the  former  course — because  in  Committee  our 
debatds  are  not  reported,  and  I  think  that 
this  question  is  of  so  huge  a  magnitude  that  it 
would  be  well  worth  while  to  have  recorded  in 
Hansard  what  is  said  upon  each  clause.  For 
these  reasons  I  shall  support  the  considering  of 
each  clause  by  the  House.  There  is  anouer 
reason  why  we  should  not  be  in  any  haste  over 
this  matter,  and  that  is  that,  although  this 
contract,  or  proposed  contract,  comes  to  the 
House  as  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  is  the 
unanimous  reconmiendation  of  the  Committee. 
Upon  many  points  in  this  proposed  contract 
the  Committee  divided,  and  the  divisions  were 
close — often  very  close.  In  fact,  Sir,  the  deci- 
sions that  were  first  recorded  were  actually 
reversed  later  on.  Therefore  I  say  it  cannot  be 
considered  that  this  is  the  unanimous  report 
of  the  Committee.  It  must  depend  upon  the 
House,  and  the  House  must  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  considering  in  detail  the  proposed 
contract.  For  these  two  reasons — on  account  of 
time,  and  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  not  unanimous — ^1  think  the  House 
should  take  due  deliberation  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  contract.  Now,  Sir,  having  said  so 
much,  I  should  like,  before  I  sit  down,  to  say  a 
few  words  more  ;  and  in  saying  them  I  wish  it 
to  be  understood  that  I  do  not  want  to  discuss 
this  matter  from  a  provincial  point  of  view  at 
all.  I  wish  to  say  what  I  do  say  from  a  colo- 
nial point  of  view.  As  regards  the  desirability 
of  the  railway,  that  is  out  of  question,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  speak  upon  its  desirability  at  all, 
except  to  say  that  it  is  out  of  question.  It  is 
out  of  question  because  of  the  Act  of  1884 ;  it 
is  out  of  question  because  of  the  contract,  what- 
ever the  contract  might  have  been,  that  was 
entered  into  upon  the  basis  of  the  Act  of  1834 ; 
and  it  is  out  of  question  on  account  of  the  Act 
of  1886,  which  legalised  the  illegal  contract  of 
1884.  I  may  ask  the  House,  in  what  position 
do  we  stand  now  with  regard  to  that  contract  ? 
And  I  may  say  this :  that  we  are  bound  to  the 
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company,  and  we  are  bound  to  them  only  by 
the  Act  of  1886,  with  the  original  contract  as  its 
First  Schedule,  and  with  the  concessions  which 
were  made  by  the  Agent-General  in  the  Second 
Schedule.  The  fact  that  the  Agent-General  has 
agreed  to  make  certain  concessions  which  have 
not  been  embodied  in  any  contract  rendered 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  fresh  contract 
should  be  entered  into  ;  and  the  question  now 
arises,  Shall  we  enter  into  a  fresh  contract 
based  upon  the  original  contract,  with  the 
coaeessioEs  agreed  to  by  the  Agent- General, 
remembering  that  under  that  original  con- 
tract, framed,  as  I  said  before,  in  a  slip- 
shod way,  the  mining  interests  of  the  colony 
were  not  conserved — shall  we  enter  into  what 
we  are  bound  to,  or  shall  we  enter  into  an 
entirely  new  contract,  conserving,  if  wo  can, 
those  interests  which  were  before  not  con- 
served ?  That,  Sir,  is  the  real  question  which 
we  have  to  consider ;  and  our  position  now  is 
this :  that,  instead  of  what  we  are  bound  to, 
the  Government  in  the  first  place,  and  the 
Committee  now,  having  altered  it,  have  pro- 
posed a  new  contract,  an  entirely  new  con- 
tract, based  upon  entirely  new  principles,  in 
the  place  of  what  we  are  bound  to ;  and  it  is 
supposed  that  under  that  new  contract  those 
interests  which  were  not  conserved  before  will 
now  be  conserved :  and  those  points — for  there 
are  more  than  one — we  shall  have  to  see  to. 
Now,  before  I  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
original  contract  and  its  concessions,  and  the 
merits  of  the  contract  that  is  proposed,  I  would 
ask  this  House  to  bear  with  me  for  a  few  mo- 
ments while  I  try  to  trace  the  history  of  the 
original,  or,  rather,  I  will  try  to  trace  the  spirit 
that  actuated  those  who  led  us  into  the  original 
contract.  I  think  if  any  one  reads  all  that  he 
can  read  of  the  history  of  that  original  con- 
tract he  will  come  to  this  conclusion  :  that  it 
was  entered  into,  Sir,  by  some,  at  any  rate,  of 
those  who  entered  into  it,  in  a  speculative 
spirit.  It  was  entered  into  with  feverish  haste ; 
it  was  entered  into  with,  I  believe,  unnatural 
eagerness ;  and  I  say  there  will  be  found  evi- 
dence that  there  was  a  desire  to  commit  the 
colony,  and  not  the  company,  to  make  this  rail- 
way. "  I  would  ask  the  House  to  let  me  refer 
for  a  moment  to  what  fell  from  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  on  the  18th  June,  at  Ashburton,  in 
1884,  with  regard  to  this  railway.  He  says,  •*  I 
recognise  it  is  a  somewhat  speculative  line — 
that  it  is  a  railway  which  should  be  dealt 
with  exceptionally,  and,  as  it  might  produce 
enormous  wealth,  while  it  might,  on  the 
other  hand,  turn  out  to  be  unproductive,  it 
might  bo  undertaken  by  private  enterprise 
assisted  to  some  extent  by  the  Government." 
And  then,  in  reply  to  a  question  on  the  same 
day,  he  says,  "  It  is  to  some  extent  a  specula- 
tive line ;  but,  for  my  part,  it  is  not  of  so  spe- 
culative a  character  that  it  does  not  find  favour 
in  ray  eyes."  Sir,  it  is  possible  that  a  line  con- 
structed in  a  speculative  spirit  may  have  found 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man; but  I  ask,  is  it  right  that  a  line  con- 
structed, as  he  himself  sidmits,  in  an  entirely 
speculative  spirit  should  therefore  find  favour 


in  the  eyes  of  this  House  or  in  the  eyes  of  th& 
colony  ?  I  do  not  think  that  it  should.  And,. 
Sir,  is  it  right  that  a  line  which  he  himself 
says  may  turn  out  unproductive — is  that  a  line 
which  the  colony  should  attempt  to  undertake  ? 
I  admit,  with  honourable  members,  that  it 
might  have  been  right  for  a  company  to  under- 
take it ;  but  I  say  it  is  entirely  wrong  for  thia 
colony  to  enter  into  tie  making  of  any  line  of 
which  it  can  be  said  that  very  likely  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  unproductive.  What  came  after 
that  ?  On  the  6th  November,  1884,  an  Act  was 
passed  which  authorised  the  construction  of  thia 
railway,  and  then, on  the  17th  January,  1885,  the 
original  contract  was  entered  into.  I  want  to 
place  on  record  my  opinion  about  this  original 
contract.  I  say  that  the  original  contract  wsbs 
illegal,  and  that  those  who  entered  into  it  on 
our  behalf  knew  it  to  be  so.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  say  so.  There  has  been  placed  before  tho 
Committee  the  original  draft  of  the  contract, 
and  there  are  written  on  the  pages  of  that 
original  draft -contract  the  opinions  of  the 
Solicitor-General ;  and  I  tell  you.  Sir,  that  an- 
nexed to  one  clause  of  the  original  draft-con- 
tract the  Solicitor-General  has  written  words 
of  this  kind :  He  says, — 

*'  I  understand  that  the  terms  of  the  clause 
have  been  settled  between  the  Government  and 
the  contractors ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
terms  of  section  7  of  the  Act  do  not  authoriso 
such  a  construction  of  its  provisions  as  is  at- 
tempted in  this  clause.  I  think  the  limitation 
as  to  frontages  and  depths  of  blocks  is  ultra^ 
vires  of  the  section  in  question." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — An  honoui-able  member  says 
"  Hear,  hear."  In  the  face  of  the  Solicitor- 
GeneraPs  opinion  that  this  clause  was  7iltra 
vires  these  honourable  gentlemen  entered  into 
the  contract.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  House 
will  consider  that  a  very  honourable  thing  to 
do ;  but  if  I  had  been  in  the  position  of  having 
been  advised  by  the  Solicitor-General  that  the 
clause  was  ultra  fires  of  the  Act  I  would  not 
have  entered  into  it.  I  would  have  made  it  con- 
form with  the  Act  before  I  entered  into  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  were  his  reasons? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — His  reasons  for  the  opinion 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This  House  passed, 
in  1884,  an  Act  saying,  You  may  enter  into  a 
contract  with  some  company,  or  with  some 
other  people,  for  the  construction  of  this  lino  ; 
but  you  may  enter  into  it  only  on  the  terms 
laid  down  in  the  Act.  Instead  of  entering 
into  it  on  the  terms  laid  down  in  the  Act  they 
went  in  contravention  of  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Act,  and  opposed  altogether  to  the  Act. 
They  agreed  to  sign  the  contract.  And  then> 
Sir,  I  may  also  say  this :  that  if  the  Solicitor- 
General's  opinion  upon  another  point  had  been 
acceded  to  my  own  opinion  is  that  the  diffi- 
culty that  the  mining  people  have  laid  before 
us  would  never  have  occurred.  The  Solicitor- 
General  attached  to  the  end  of  the  draft- 
contract  two  clauses  which  he  said  ought  to 
be  inserted ;  and  I  think  they  ought  to  have  been 
inserted.    They  were  to  this  effect : — 

**  And  it  is  hereby  lastly  agreed  that,  in  case 
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any  provision  of  this  contract  as  to  the  alloca- 
tion of  land  thereunder  shall  bo  modified  either 
wholly  or  in  part  by  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand  at  the  next  ensuing 
session  thereof,  the  contractors  shall  not  have 
any  claim  or  demand  upon  or  against  the 
Queen  or  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  for  any  loss  or  damage  by  reason  of 
such  modification,  or  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  of  any  such  resolution ;  and  any  pro- 
perty, estate,  right,  or  interest  tliat  may  have 
been  acquired  by  the  contractors  under  or  by 
virtue  of  these  presents  shall,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  specified  in  any  such  resolu- 
tion, be  and  be  decreed  to  have  again  become 
the  property  of  the  Queen,  or  to  revest  in  the 
Queen  as  the  case  may  require : 

"And,  further,  that  nothing  contained  in 
this  contract  shall  he  deemed  in  any  way  to 
abridge,  contract,  modify,  or  supersede  any 
power,  remedy,  or  authority  which,  under  the 
principal  Act  or  the  said  Act,  is  vested  in  or 
may  be  exercised  by  the  Governor  in  Council, 
or;  the  Government,  or  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works." 

Sir.  the  company's  solicitors  objected  to  that 
clause,  and  with  good  reason  on  their  ^'Stt. 
They  said  in  a  footnote,  •*  We  strongly  object  to 
this  clause;"  and  the  Solicitor- General  attaches 
a  memorandum  under  this  clause  as  follows: 
"I  think  this  clause  must  stand  as  drafted." 
Did  the  clause  stand  as  drafted  ?  No  ;  it  was 
omitted  entirely  from  the  original  contract.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  if  that  clause  had 
been  inserted  we  should  have  had  the  power  in 
this  House  to  conserve  the  mining  interests.  I 
want  to  come  to  the  other  point  I  mentioned, 
and  that  was  the  desire  that  some  honourable 
members  who  occupied  seats  in  the  last  Go- 
vernment had  to  foist  this  line  on  the  colony. 
At  Christchurch,  on  the  29th  October,  1885,  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  said  this :  "No  one 
regretted  more  than  he  that  the  East  and 
West  Coast  and  Nelson  Railway  had  not  been 
begun ;  but  he  could  not  think  there  was  cause 
to  be  cast  down.  Negotiations  were  still  going 
on,  and  they  might  be  successful."  Let  me 
here  pause  to  say  that  when  these  remarks  were 
made — when  he  said  that  negotiations  were  still 
going  on — it  was  not  many  months  after  he 
had  actually  entered  into  a  contract.  What 
good  was  the  original  contract  if,  within  a  few 
months,  negotiations  were  still  to  go  on  ?  The 
contract  seems  to  me  to  have  been  of  no  use  at 
all.  It  was  considered  useless,  fur  negotiations 
were  still  to  go  on  for  another  contract.  Now, 
I  want  to  show  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
first  insidious  attempt,  in  the  face  of  the  exist- 
ing contract,  to  get  the  colony  to  construct  the 
line.  The  honourable  member  went  on  to  use 
at  the  same  meeting  these  words : — 

"  The  £160,000  which  the  Government  had 
put  on  the  estimates  would  still  liave  left  open 
the  question  of  how  the  line  was  to  be  con- 
structed— whether  by  land-concession,  by  a 
joint  guarantee  of  the  Government  and  the 
districts  interested,  or.  by  the  Government  only. 
.  .  .  He  was  beginning  to  think  that  it 
Mr,  Allen 


might  be  better  for  the  colony  to  make  Mid 

own  it." 

Yes,  Sir.  Although  the  GovemmeDt  pnt 
£150,()00  on  the  estimates,  this  House  wafi  wise 
enough  to  strike  that  of!  by  a  majority  of 
seventy  to  twelve.  And  then  be  says.  Sir, 
ho  was  beginning  to  think  that  it  might  be 
better  for  the  colony  to  make  the  line.  At  this 
time  let  me  tell  the  House,  as  I  scud  before, 
the  contract  was  actually  in  existence ;  it  was 
already  decided  by  the  House  that  the  line 
was  to  bo  constructed  by  land-concessions  of 
alternate  blocks;  it  was  already  decided  that 
a  company  was  to  make  the  line,  and  a  con- 
tract was  already  entered  into :  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  it  was  still  under  discussion 
how  the  line  was  to  be  made,  and  that  it  might 
be  better  for  the  colony  to  mskko  it.  I  will  leave 
him  there,  and  go  on  to  say  that  the  contract 
which  was  originally  made  was  signed  by  the 
London  syndicate  on  the  13th  April,  1886,  and 
to  legalise  that  contract  the  Act  of  1886  (dOth 
July)  was  passed.  I  say  the  Act  of  1886  was 
meant  to  render  this  illegal  contract  a  l^al  one. 
I  think  almost  everybody  in  the  House  knows 
that.  In  that  same  Act  we  agreed  to  make 
certain  concessions  to  the  London  syndicate. 
First  of  all  we  agreed  that  the  company  should 
select  their  lands  as  soon  as  they  reasonably 
could  after  the  assignment  of  the  contract; 
and  we  also  agreed,  in  case  of  purcliase,  that 
we  would  pay  interest  on  construction  up  to 
£400,000,  and  we  gave  an  extension  of  the  time 
in  which  they  had  to  pay  £150,000.  Consider- 
ing those  circumstances,  what  is  our  position 
to-day  ?  There  is  nothing  at  all  settled  unless 
it  be  an  obligation — I  do  not  know  whether  you 
can  call  it  a  legal  obligation — I  suppose  there 
is  a  legal  and  perhaps  a  moral  obligation  under 
the  original  contract  and  in  the  face  of  those 
concessions  I  have  just  mentioned ;  but  I  say 
that  neither  party  is  satisfied  with  the  original 
contract  and  the  concessions.  The  company 
are  not  satisfied ;  and  why  ?  They  are  not 
satisfied  because  they  cannot  satisfactorily 
finance  at  Home.  And  the  colony  is  not  satis- 
fied ;  and  why  ?  Because  the  West  Coast  mem- 
bers say  that  their  interests  have  not  been  con- 
served ;  and  I  think  they  speak  rightly.  Then, 
Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  do?  Are  we 
asked  to  alter  the  original  contract?  That 
question  does  not  need  answering,  because  I 
say  we  are  bound  to  alter  the  original  contzaet, 
owing  to  having  made  certain  concessions ;  bat 
we  are  asked  now  to  abandon  at  any  rate  one 
of  the  main  principles  upon  which  the  original 
contract  was  made.  The  original  contract  was 
made  upon  the  principle  of  land-concessions 
and  upon  the  principle  of  alternate  blocks — 
alternate  blocks,  in  order  that  the  colony  might 
have  the  benefit  of  any  increased  price  that 
was  given  to  part  of  the  land,  at  any  rate,  by 
the  construction  of  the  railway,  and  in  order 
that  the  colony  might  have  it  in  its  power  to 
settle  people  on  the  alternate  blocks.  Now  we 
are  asked  to  give  up  entirely  the  alternate 
blocks  which  we  should  have  had  under  the 
original  contract ;  and  I  take  it,  too,  although 
there  may  be  question  upon  this  point,  that  we 
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MBe.aaked  to  give  up  the  prinoiple  that  is  oon- 
tftined  in  the  oertified  valuation — that  is,  we 
are  asked  to  give  what  I  believe  to  be  a  money 
guarantee.  I  think  that  most  of  those  who 
have  carefully  read  the  original  contract  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  smallest  value  of 
(he  land  was  deemed  to  be  lOs.  per  acre.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  spirit 
which  actuated  those  who  made  this  original 
contract  was  one  that  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  -when  the  House  was  applying 
its  intellect  to  the  consideration  of  the  new 
contract.  It  may  bo  they  will  say  they 
entered  into  no  original  contract ;  but  I  hardly 
think  that  that  will  hold,  for  there  can  be  no 
question  that,  whether  from  a  legal  standpoint 
it  was  a  contract  or  not,  still  the  spirit  that 
actuated  them  led  them  to  go  in  contravention 
of  the  original  Act.  However,  I  will  leave  that 
point  and  come  to  that  which  more  immedi- 
ately concerns  us,  and  that  is  this  present 
proposed  agreement  with  the  Midland  Com- 
pany. The  questions  we  had  to  answer  before 
entering  into  this  proposed  contract  were  these : 
Shall  we  adliere  to  what  we  are  bound  to  ?  and 
what  are  we  bound  to?  Shall  we  introduce 
new  principles,  aud  make  au  entirely  new  agree- 
mont  under  a  new  Act  7  I  may  say  that  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  abandon  certain  of  these  original 
principles  in  order  that  we  may,  if  possible, 
come  to  some  conclusion,  to  something  defi- 
nite, and  get  rid  of  this  matter.  What  were 
we  bound  to  under  tlie  Acts  of  1884  and  1886? 
As  the  plans  now  exist  we  were  bound  to  give 
to  this  company  only  2,304,000  acres  of  land, 
as  shown  upon  the  mapfi :  beyond  that  I  think 
we  were  bound  to  nothing.  What  had  we  as 
regards  mining  interests?  We  had  nothing 
except  the  54,000  acres  of  mining  land  which 
is  at  present  in  the  occupation  of  miners.  It 
is  true  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines  to  reserve,  by  Gazette  notice, 
750,000  acres  altogether;  but  the  force  of 
circumstances  compelled  the  Government  to 
abandon  this,  and  the  Gazette  notice  was 
withdrawn.  Under  the  Acts  of  1884  and  1886 
we  wore  allowed  to  have  alternate  blocks ;  but, 
as  I  have  said,  I  am  prepared  to  abandon  all 
this  if  we  can  only  get  a  quid  pro  quo.  And 
what  is  it  we  propose  to  give  up  under  this  new 
contract  ?  We  propose  to  give  up  in  the  fif  teen- 
znile  area — that  is,  in  the  area  adjoining  the 
line  of  railway — our  alternate  blocks,  which 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  1,188,500  acres. 
We  propose  to  give  up  the  wliole  of  that  except 
what  we  may  reserve  under  a  new  contract  for 
mining  purposes ;  and,  besides  that,  we  propose 
to  give  up,  outside  the  fifteen-mile  area  but 
within  the  authorised  area,  a  further  amount 
of  2,755,500  acres,  less  what  may  be  reserved 
for  mining  purposes;  or,  putting  it  in  the 
aggregate,  supposing  we  reserve  the  full 
amount  for  mining  purposes, — which  it  is  pro- 
posed shall  be  750,000  acres, — we  give  up  to 
the  company,  besides  what  they  have  already 
selected,  no  less  a  quantitv  of  land  than 
3,144,000  acres,  or,  adding  what  is  shown  on 
the  map  as  selected — namely,  2,804,000  acres 
— rwa  are  giving  them  5,448,000  acres.   And  not 


only  do  we  propose  to  give  up  this  enormous 
quantity  of  land,  but  it  appears  to  me  tiiat  we 
propose  to  abandon  altogether  the  stipula- 
tion of  no  guarantee  which  we  made.  Some 
may  say  that  that  guarantee  is  now  limited, 
that  it  is  limited  by  the  quajitity  of  land  within 
the  authorised  area.  I  might  admit  that,  if 
land  were  the  onl}-  question  that  had  been 
mentioned ;  but  there  has  been  mentioned  in 
the  contract,  and  is  now  written  down  in  the 
contract,  not  only  land  but  money  to  the  extent 
of  £1,250,000 ;  and  I  ask  any  reasonable  man 
to  consider  this  for  himself :  If  the  land  within 
the  authorised  area  does  not  amount  to 
£1,250,000,  shall  we  or  shall  we  not  under 
clause  3  be  liable  for  any  money  value  ?  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  one  of  the  vital  questions  of  this 
proposed  contract ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  read  it, 
looking  at  it  from  a  common-sense  point  of 
view,  I  take  it  there  is  a  doubt.  And  it  is  not 
my  doubt  alone  I  go  upon — I  will  show  further 
on  that  there  is  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  experts 
in  the  matter.  What  is  it  we  are  getting  for 
all  this  huge  concession  ?  What  is  it  we  get 
for  giving,  as  I  think,  the  whole  guarantee,  but 
at  any  rate,  a  large  part  of  the  guarantee — ^up  to, 
at  any  rate,  5,448,000  acres  of  land  ?  It  would 
appear  from  subsection  (c)  of  clause  2  that  we 
are  to  get  750,000  acres  of  mining  land ;  but  I 
may  tell  the  House  that  wo  do  not  get  750,000 
acres  of  mining  land.  In  the  original  con- 
tract we  had  the  right  to  select  alternate  blocks, 
and  of  this  750,000  acres  we  should  thus  have 
got,  as  alternate  blocks,  no  less  than  270,000 
acres ;  but  under  this  new  contract  the  utmost 
we  can  get  is  a  further  480,000  acres.  But  are  we 
to  get  even  that  ?  Supposing  I  am  correct  in  my 
argument — and  I  am  sure  I  am — shall  we  get 
the  whole  of  the  480,000  acres  ?  If  any  one  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  clause  2,  subsection  (c), 
of  this  proposed  contract,  ho  cannot  help  com- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that  unless  the  land  be 
required  for  bona  fide  mining  purposes,  or  for 
purposes  connected  with  mining,  we  cannot  get 
even  the  extra  480,000  acres.  I  take  it  that 
is  nothing  to  get  in  exchange  for  the  enor- 
mous concessions  we  have  made.  I  will  now 
place  before  the  House  my  view  of  the  posi- 
tion which  I  think  it  should  take  up  in  regard 
to  this  question.  I  think  the  House  might 
waive  the  right  to  the  alternate  blocks.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  let  the  company  select 
all  the  land  within  the  authorised  area  by 
way  of  guarantee  except  750,000  acres;  but 
I  wish  it  distinctly  to  be  known  that,  when 
clause  8  is  placed  before  the  House,  if  nobody 
else  moves  an  amendment  to  it  I  shall  do  so. 
There  have  been  two  amendments  suggested  to 
us  already—  one  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  and  the  other  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Midland  Railway  Committee — either  of 
which  I  am  prepared  to  accept ;  but,  unless 
one  or  other  of  tlioso  proposed  amendments  is 
added  to  this  clause,  I  shall  feel  myself  bound 
to  oppose  the  whole  thing ;  for,  unless  one  of 
those  amendments  is  added  to  the  clause, 
there  will  be  a  doubt  in  my  mind,  and  not 
only   in   my   mind    but   in   that    of   others. 
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as  to  the  guarantee.  That  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  doubt  is  shown  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Solicitor-General  and  of  the  Attorney- 
General  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  clause ;  and 
unless  that  doubt  is  absolutely  done  away  with 
I  think  we  shall  not  be  doing  our  duty  to  the 
country.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  has  told  us  this  afternoon  that  we 
ought  not  to  take  into  consideration  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place  between 
the  company  and  the  Government  with  regard 
to  this  guarantee ;  but  I  take  it,  if  we  are  to 
find  out  the  opinions,  and  what  is  in  the  minds, 
of  those  who  are  making  this  contract  with 
us,  the  very  best  place  to  find  it  is  in  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place.  I  know 
that  the  representatives  of  the  company  have 
written  saying  they  do  not  believe  any  guaran- 
tee is  required;  but  there  are  later  letters  from 
the  company  which  I  have  seen,  and  which 
go  in  an  entirely  different  direction.  Mr. 
McDonnell,  in  his'  last  letter,  dated  the  16th 
September,  1887,  speaking  of  the  placing  of 
land  upon  trust  for  the  construction  of  this 
railway,  says  something  to  this  effect : — 

**  If,  for  instance,  2,500,000  acres  were  put 
into  trust  by  the  Government,  who  alone  can 
do  it,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  (upon  land- 
debentures)  a  sum  of  £1,250,000,  it  is  obvious 
that  such  an  arrangement  must  of  necessity 
involve  the  undertaking  to  provide  (either  in 
cash  or  in  additional  land)  whatever  might  be 
wanting  in  the  event  of  the  land  not  producing 
the  sum  required  to  cover  the  debentures." 

Now,  Sir,  although  that  may  refer  to  trust- 
money,  yet  I  think  it  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
us  that  the  intention  and  feeling  of  the  com- 
pany at  Home  is  this :  that,  if  the  land  for  sale 
in  the  authorised  area  does  not  amount  to 
1,250,000  acres,  they  will  look  to  the  colony  to 
make  it  up  in  money.  I  say.  Sir,  at  any  rate 
there  is  that  doubt,  and,  if  that  doubt  exists, 
then  it  is  our  duty  to  put  it  absolutely  beyond 
doubt ;  and  if  we  are  to  put  it,  as  I  said  before, 
absolutely  beyond  doubt,  we  must  either  make 
the  alteration  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West,  or  make  the  addi- 
tion suggested  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Now,  in  deciding  this  question,  let 
me  ask  this  House,  Are  we  to  consider  this 
question  from  a  political  point  of  view?  Is 
this  a  matter  to  be  settled  hurriedly,  in  order 
to  got  rid  of  little  political  difficulties  ?  I  take 
it  that  it  would  be  extremely  wrong  of  us, 
for  the  sake  of  settling  some  small  political  dif- 
ference with  our  friends  in  Canterbury  or  on 
the  West  Coast,  if  we  allowed  those  difficulties 
to  interfere  with  us  or  force  us  to  make  what 
is  a  wrong  contract  between  us  and  any  com- 
pany. And,  Sir,  are  we  not  to  consider  the 
interests  of  the  colony?  I  take  it  that  our 
own  interests  are  those  that  we  have  to  con- 
serve, not  those  of  the  company  only.  Let 
us  deal  with  the  company,  if  we  can,  upon 
a  fair  and  equitable  basis ;  but.  Sir,  in 
doing  that,  I  say  we  are  not  bound  to  con- 
sider the  company's  interest  alone — we  are 
bound,  at  the  same  time,  to  conserve  our  own 
interests.  And  if  we  are  bound  to  conserve  our 
Mr,  Allen 


own  interests,  then  I  say  that  we  most  atter 
clause  3,  and  we  must  also  alter  clause  %  cab- 
section  (c).  Then,  there  is  another  point  that 
I  think  we  ought  to  consider.  The  time  inay 
come  when  we  may  have  to  purchase  this  nil- 
way  ;  and  any  of  us  who  has  read  the  history  of 
the  district  railways — and  I  take  it  thi»  is  only 
a  district  railway  upon  a  very,  very  large  scale-^ 
cannot  help  feeling  that  in  the  future,  however 
distant  it  may  be,  there  is  a  possibility  of  this 
colony  having  to  purchase  this  railway.  And, 
in  making  these  huge  concessions  now,  we 
ought  to  take  that  into  consideration.  When 
the  day  does  come,  if  it  ever  does,  when  we 
shall  have  to  purchase  this  railway,  what  is 
the  price  we  shall  have  to  j>ay?  Not  only 
the  amount  that  the  railway  has  cost  to  eoo- 
scruct,  but,  besides,  no  less  than  a  million  aod 
a  quarter  of  money,  or  rather  more  than  that 
— we  have  a  million  and  a  quarter  guarantee 
practically,  and  £400,000  for  interest  duiisg 
the  course  of  construction.  That  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  passed  by  slightly.  If  we  have  in 
the  future  to  buy  this  railway  we  shall  have  to 
pay  not  only  the  cost  of  its  construction,  but 
nearly  two  millions  of  money  as  well.  Sir,  I 
do  not  want  to  detain  this  House  very  much 
longer.  I  say  that  a  very  important  questiGO 
is  before  us,  and  I  feel  that  every  member  of 
the  House  ought  to  direct  all  the  enei^gy  and 
ability  ho  possesses  to  the  solving  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  is.  Sir,  except  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  the  Government,  the  most  important 
question  tbat  will  come  before  this  House,  and 
one  that  is  fraught  with  great  danger,  with 
great  ill,  or  great  good  possibly.  I  hope  it  may 
be  good  to  the  colony  in  the  future.  And  I 
say  again  that  I  am  willing  to  give  way  upon 
a  great  many  points,  to  mivke  these  large  con- 
cessions, if  those  receiving  these  ooncessions 
from  us  will  allow  us  to  alter  clause  3  so  as  to 
make  it  absolutely  safe  to  the  colony — if  tbey 
will  allow  us  to  alter  subsection  (e)  of  clause  % 
so  that  we  may  take  750,000  acres  altogether; 
for  under  that  clause  as  at  present  framed  we 
may  only  select  10,000  or  20,000  acres,  because, 
as  it  reads  now,  unless  it  is  required  for  bona 
fide  mining  purposes  we  cannot  take  it.  \V« 
should  demand  at  least  750,000  acres,  and  ws 
should  insist  on  having  them,  because  we  ue 
making  an  enormous  concession  to  the  com- 
pany, and  I  think  we  should  receive  something 
in  return.  If  they  will  concede  those  two 
points  I  shall  bo  prepared  to  accept  the  con- 
tract; but  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  divide 
the  House  upon  another  clause,  and  that  is  the 
clause  which  contains  the  liability  of  the  com- 
pany to  enter  into  the  contract  for  £60,000  for 
the  beginning  of  the  portion  from  Belgrove  to 
Brunnerton.  Sir,  that  is  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  whole  line. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Somebody  says  "No.*'  Tbs 
gradients  upon  that  line  are  1  in  40. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— One  in  50. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— They  are  not  1  in  50;  they  ran 
up  to  1  in  40.  The  steepest  gradient  on  the 
other  line  is  1  in  44,  but  upon  the  Nelson-Bel- 
groye-Bruxmerton  line  they  go  as  high  as  1  in  40, 
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and  I  tell  yon  that  is  the  most  difficult  part  of 
the  line  to  mi^e.  I  ask  this :  Shall  we  bind  the 
oompanj  to  go  into  a  contract  upon  the  most 
difficult  part  of  the  whole  line,  in  order  that  we 
may  have  a  line  commencing  from  two  extremi- 
ties at  once  ?  I  think  it  is  infinitely  better 
for  us  to  allow  the  company  to  concentrate  all 
their  energies  on  the  East  and  West  Coast  part 
of  the  line,  and  leave  it  to  themselves  to  deal 
with  this  other  portion.  Let  them  deal  with  it 
as  they  like,  but  do  not  compel  them  to  com- 
zaence  on  that  line.  I  say  I  will  divide  the 
House  if  nobody  else  docs  on  that  point ;  and  if 
the  other  i)oints  arc  conceded  I  am  prepared — 
and  I  think  we  should  all  be  prepared — to  accept 
this  proposed  contract.  There  may  be  many 
things  in  it  that  require  altering ;  but  if  we  take 
them,  as  the  Premier  has  said  he  will  allow  us 
to  take  them,  clause  by  clause,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  tlie  ^contract  goes  away  from  this 
House 

Mr.  KERR.— There  will  be  none  of  it  left. 

Mr.  ALLEN. it  will  be  satisfactory  to 

most  of  us  here.  I  will  not  now  detain  the 
House  longer;  but  I  give  notice  that  when 
these  clauses  do  come  under  consideration 
I  shall  move  those  amendments  I  have  sug- 
gested. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  without  wishing  to  pro- 
long the  debate,  there  are  some  few  points 
which  I  feel  I  am  called  upon  to  reply  to.  Be- 
fore I  go  to  the  speech  which  was  last  made  I 
should  like  to  refer  .briefly  to  some  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  (Captain  Russell).  Referring  to 
the  Agent -General,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man read  a  letter  from  the  Agent-General ; 
and  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that 
the  Agent  -  General,  under  his  instructions, 
acted  solely  from  the  point  of  view  of  ob- 
taining a  contract  within  the  four  corners 
of  the  legal  powers  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  considered  better,  as  Parliament 
was  not  about  meeting,  to  try  and  exhaust  all 
means  of  settling  the  contract  without  further 
recourse  to  the  Legislature,  the  Legislature 
having  given  to  the  Government  a  certain 
amount  of  power.  Now^,  the  time  has  come 
when,  all  efforts  having  been  exhausted  in 
the  way  of  making  a  contract  within  the 
powers  already  possessed  by  the  Government, 
recourse  has  to  be  made  to  Parliament  for 
some  further  powers.  Of  course  I  shall  briefly 
refer  to  what  the  further  powers  are.  Mean- 
while, it  is  a  significant  fact,  which  I  think 
should  weigh  with  the  House,  that  not  only  the 
late  Government,  but  the  present  Government, 
disagreeing  on  a  great  many  points  of  policy, 
consider  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  colony 
that  this  contract  should  bo  carried  out,  even 
at  the  expense  of  making  some  further  con- 
cessions. Now,  Sir,  tlie  question  of  guaran- 
tee, I  take  it,  is  the  essential  point  upon 
which  we  have  come  to  Parliament  for  more 
powers.  Upon  that  point  I  should  like  to  speak 
in  the  presence  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  East.  I  should  like  to  speak  on 
that  part  of  the  question  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  in  the  House,  and  I  am  therefore 


sorry  that  he  has  left  it.  I  have  very  little 
more  to  say  except  what  refers  to  that  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  would  deal  now  with  the 
question  whether  it  is  desirable  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  this  contract,  or  to  deal  with  it  in 
the  full  House.  Sir,  seeing  that  the  subject  is 
a  very  large  one,  and  that  there  is  a  very  large 
number  of  clauses  to  be  dealt  with,  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  would  be  bettor  to  deal  with  it 
in  the  full  House.  There  is  ample  power,  as  I 
understand,  to  touch  upon  the  separate  clauses 
of  the  contract  even  in  the  full  House ;  and  if 
we  do  not  deal  with  it  in  the  full  House  and 
go  into  Committee,  the  debate  may  be  of  an 
almost  interminable  extent.  Therefore  I  shall 
support  the  proposal  to  deal  with  the  contract 
in  the  House.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  is  not  in  the  House:  still  I 
think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  notice  the  re- 
marks which  he  has  made.  The  honourable 
gentleman  made  an  elaborate  attack  upon  me 
in  connection  with  the  railway — not  an  attack 
of  which  I  have  a  right  to  complain  as  being  out 
of  parliamentary  order— quite  the  contrary ;  it 
was  quite  in  good  taste.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber took  exception  to  my  action  throughout. 
He,  as  I  understood  tlio  honourable  member, 
attributed  to  me  the  remark  that  the  line 
was  to  a  certain  degree  speculative,  and  might 
or  might  not  be  productive.  He  read  the  exact 
words  I  used,  which  were,  **  might  not  be  pro- 
ductive;" and  afterwards  in  the  hurry  of  de- 
bate he  said  tliat  I  said  it  would  very  likely 
not  be  productive.  That  was  not  correctly 
interpreting  the  words  which  he  had  himself 
quoted.  And  then  he  asked,  "If  the  line  is 
to  a  certain  extent  speculative,  as  admitted 
by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  what  business 
has  the  colony  to  make  it  ?  "  That  is  the  very 
thing  the  colony  is  trying  to  avoid — taking  the 
whole  body  of  the  responsibility  upon  itself; 
and  although  the  honourable  member  had  fol- 
lowed closely  what  took  place  afterwards,  he 
seems  not  to  have  known  that  I  expressed  an 
opinion,  which  I  do  not  shrink  again  from  an- 
nouncing, that,  if  it  is  not  practicable  to  make 
the  railway  through  private  enterprise,  it  is  a 
line  the  responsibility  of  which  must  sooner  or 
later  devolve  upon  the  colony.  The  question 
now  before  the  House  is  not  whether  the  colony 
shall  make  it,  but  whether,  by  a  certain  amount 
of  encouragement,  it  should  induce  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  by  private  enterprise. 
Then  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  our 
placing  £150,000  on  the  estimates  for  the  line, 
when  it  seemed  almost  impossible  that  the  line 
could  be  made  under  the  arrangements  entered 
into  with  the  syndicate.  It  is  quite  true  that 
the  Government  did  propose  that  a  commence- 
ment should  be  made  with  the  line,  and  placed 
that  amount  on  the  estimates.  What  took 
place  is  a  matter  of  history.  The  honourable 
gentleman  smiles.  I  presume  he  smiles  at  the 
contrast  between  the  exact  facts  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  case  that  he  made.  The  facts  are 
these  :  That  £150,000  was  certainly  thrown 
out,  but  it  was  thrown  out  with  the  estimates 
for  a  large  number  of  other  railways  of  essential 
utility.    I  wish  briefly  to  refer  to  the  history  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


604 


Midland  Railway. 


[HOUSE.]        Midland  Railway.      [Nov.  24 


"what  has  taken  place ;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  do  60  in  oase  it  may  save  any  other 
honourable  gentleman  from  following  in  the 
laborious  footsteps  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  East.  I  have  no  doubt  he  has 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  preparing  the  very 
forcible  speech  he  has  made  to  the  House — for 
I  am  free  to  admit  the  honourable  gentleman 
has,  with  singular  ability,  made  the  best  of  a  bad 
oase :  having  made  up  his  mind  to  go  in  against 
the  railway,  he  has  not  shown  (uiy  want  of 
ability  in  the  attack  which  he  has  made  upon 
it.  Now,  the  short  history  of  the  railway,  taken 
from  1884 — although  it  had  a  long  previous 
histoiy  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to 
now — is  this:  The  Government  brought  clown 

Proposals  to  construct  the  line  in  1884  by  in- 
ucements  to  be  offered  to  a  syndicate  or  com- 
pany. The  Bill  did  not  pass  in  the  shape  in 
which  the  Government  brought  it  down;  and 
when  the  Government  accepted  the  alterations 
which  were  made  by  Parliament  they  expressly 
stated  they  were  not  sanguine  that  the  Bill  as 
passed  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  railway 
to  be  carried  out.  Shortly  after  the  session  was 
over  a  contract  was  entered  into — that  is  the 
contract  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  made  reference,  and  as  to  which  he  has 
quoted  the  opinions  of  the  Solicitor-General. 
Now,  I  wish  in  all  courtesy  to  say  this  to  the 
honourable  gentleman :  that  he  has  made  a 
great  mistake  from  the  point  of  view  of  political 
and  professional  etiquette  in  quoting  the  words 
of  the  Solicitor-General  in  this  House.  I  am 
sure  he  has  inadvertently  made  the  error,  but 
it  is  a  pity 

Mr.  ALLEN. — May  I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation?  The  opinion  of  the  iSolicitor- 
General  came  on  the  table  of  the  Committee 
with  the  draft  of  the  original  contract,  and  I 
particularly  asked  if  I  might  refer  to  the  cor- 
respondence and  documents  that  came  before 
the  Committee ;  and  I  was  told  I  could  do  so. 
If  I  have  committed  any  breach  of  etiquette 
whatever  I  am  extremely  sorry;  but  it  was 
unintentional. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  certainly  was  not  aware 
that  that  opinion  was  before  the  Committee.  I 
think  it  very  strange  that  it  should  have  been 
made  known  to  one  member  of  tlie  Committee 
and  not  to  the  others. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — I  saw  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  particularly  asked  if  the 
draft  contract  might  be  laid  on  the  table.  The 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  was  not  there 
at  the  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  intentionally  transgress 
etiquette.  The  papers  ought  to  have  been  copied, 
and  the  Ministerial  and  Solicitor-General's 
memoranda  ought  not  to  have  been  brought 
before  the  Committee.  It  has  been  decided 
over  and  over  again  that  it  is  strictly  within 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  choose  whether 
or  not  to  quote  the  opinions  of  its  Law  Officers ; 
and  it  has  been  very  rarely  done.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Law  Officers  to  give  their  opinion 
to  the  best  of  their  ability ;  but  it  rests  with 
the  Government,  if  they  choose,  to  override  the 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


opinions  of  the  Law  Officers,  and  if  tbej  do 
anything  repugnant  to  the  law  they  are  respon- 
sible. The  honourable  gentleman  will  flee,  on 
a  moment's  consideration,  that  the  Solicitor- 
General  would  be  exceedingly  fettered  if  he 
was  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  discussion  of 
his  opinions  in  the  House,  unless  they  were 
introduced  by  the  Government.  It  was  quite 
by  accident  that  the  honourable  gentlemsa 
saw  those  opinions,  and  ho  should  not  have 
quoted  them.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  tiie 
honourable  gentleman  has  stated,  that  the 
Gk}vemment  did  not  abide  altogether  by  the 
opinions  of  the  Solicitor-General.  As  is  not  in- 
frequently the  cEbse  with  all  Governments,  they 
used  some  amount  of  latitude  with  regard  to  the 
points  to  which  the  honourable  member  referred* 
It  was  a  point  obviously  overlooked  in  the  Act 
of  1884 — the  question  of  dealing  with  landg 
extending  beyond  the  watershed.  It  was  so  ob- 
viously against  the  interests  of  the  Government 
or  the  company  to  take  lands  over  the  dividing 
range  into  the  opposite  watershed  that  the  Go- 
vernment decided  to  make  the  contract  in  the 
way  it  was  done,  limiting  to  fifteen  miles,  bat 
not  extending  beyond  the  watershed.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  wrong  in  saying  dist 
the  contract  thereby  became  illegal,  because  he 
has  overlooked  the  fact,  notwithstanding  the 
great  industry  he  has  displayed,  that  the  Act  of 
1884  merely  validated  the  contract  to  the  ex- 
tent only  to  which  it  was  not  repugnant  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts;  and  beyond  that 
there  was  a  validation  provided  for  in  the  ori- 
ginal Act,  which  still  survives  in  respect  to  the 
present  contract.  That  ve.lidation  was  the 
necessity  of  placing  the  contract  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  its  validation  depending  on 
whether  or  not  resolutions  in  opposition  to  it 
were  passed  during  the  session.  The  Govern- 
ment laid  the  contract  on  the  table  of  the 
House  on  the  25th  June,  1835 ;  and  if  there  wis 
any  irregularity — and  I  will  not  say  the  Solid- 
tor- General's  opinion  was  wrong — that  irregn- 
larity  or  excessive  use  of  power  was  validated 
by  the  House  In  not  taking  exception  to  it 
Well,  during  the  year  18S5  it  seemed  highly  im- 
probable that  anything  would  come  of  the  coo- 
tract,  so  much  so  that  there  was  a  proposal  to 
go  on  with  the  railway  by  a  vote  placed  on  the 
estimates.  After  the  session  of  1885  afiairs  took 
another  turn ;  and  in  October — the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  some  remarks  of  mine 
which  I  suppose  must  have  been  made  in  thst 
month — the  flagging  hopes  of  the  syndicate 
revived,  and  there  still  seemed  a  probabilitj 
of  their  being  able  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment under  the  contract.  The  Government, 
in  the  meanwhile,  had  not  exercised  their 
power  of  terminating  the  contract,  as  ther 
had  a  right  to  do  —  they  simply  fdlowed  it 
to  run  on,  the  syndicate  using  all  possible 
efforts  to  make  a  contract  in  London.  About 
the  end  of  1885  or  the  beginning  of  1886  they 
succeeded  in  finding  powerful  and  responsible 
persons  willing  to  take  up  the  contract,  jko- 
vided  that  some  alterations  were  made.  Cor- 
respondence ensued,  and  in  1886  the  HooBe 
embodied  that  correspondence  in  an  Act  fis 
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repxesentiiig  the  ohoDges  the  company  asked, 
aim  authorised  the  Government  to  make  a  con- 
tract generally  on  the  lines  of  the  original  con- 
tract amended  by  the  correspondence.  After 
the  session  of  1886  the  Government,  in  com- 
munication with  the  local  representatives  of 
the  company,  made  a  draft  contract,  which 
draft  went  Home  to  England  for  approval. 
Then  ensued  negotiations  with  the  Agent- 
General — lengthy  negotiations;  and  eventually 
it  transpired  that  the  contract  could  not  be 
settled  without  several  alterations.  These  ai- 
tocations  have  now  been  submitted  to  a  Select 
Committee,  which  went  into  the  question  very 
thoroughly,  and  they  have  brought  down  this 
paper  to  the  House,  and  we  are  asked  now 
to  approve  the  report  of  the  Committee.  The 
Government  ask  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  be  approved  by  the  House,  as 
an  instruction  to  them  to  take  further  steps  to 
give  such  a  contract  final  validity.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Hav/kc's  Bay  being  present 
now,  I  may  take  up  the  point  as  to  what  the 
guarantee,  as  it  is  called,  is  that  we  are  asked 
to  give — and  this  was  the  principal  subject  of 
the  latter  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central.  Now,  what  the  company 
say  is  this:  "You  said  you  would  give  to  us, 
for  the  construction  of  the  railway,  land  which 
is  worth  now  £1,250,000.  If  it  is  not  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  that  v/hen  the  railway  is 
made  we  shall  bo  great  losers,  because  we  look 
upon  it  that,  after  the  line  is  made,  the  land 
along  it  should  be  worth  a  great  deal  more  than 
it  "was  before  the  line  was  begmi.  We  ourselves 
have  no  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the  land ;  but, 
since  doubts  have  been  thro^vn  on  it,  we  should 
like  to  have  an  assurance  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
selling  value  of  the  land  shall  not  prove  to  be 
less  than  its  nominal  value  before  the  railway 
was  commenced ;  and  so  little  importance  do 
we  attach  to  the  probability  of  any  such  gua- 
rantee coming  into  exercise  that  we  do  not 
even  ask  you  for  legislation  now,  but  we 
shall  be  satisfied  if  you  will  undertake,  three 
years  hence,  if  it  should  then  appear  neces- 
sary, to  ask  for  the  sanction  of  the  Legisla- 
ture." But  the  Government,  very  properly, 
says,  "  No ;  we  must  keep  in  harmony  with 
the  Legislature  throughout,  and  we  will  not 
take  the  responsibility  of  making  such  an  assur- 
ance without  the  sanction  of  Parliament  imme- 
diately." And  BO  wo  are  asked  to  give  this 
assurance.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
says  that  we  lose  by  giving  up  the  alternate 
blocks.  It  is  quite  true  that  we  do  lose  by 
giving  up  the  alternate  blocks;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  we  take  what  was  never  proposed 
before— the  right  to  set  apart  and  keep  750,000 
acres  out  of  the  area  in  such  a  form  or  shape 
as  virtually  gives  to  the  Government  the  fint 
choice,  but  it  is  conditioned  ui>on  the  land 
being  required  for  bond  fide  mining  purposes. 
The  honourable  member  says  ho  does  not 
attach  so  much  importance  to  that  as  to  the 
alternate  blocks,  and  he  says  we  should  deal 
with  the  company  equitably.  Now,  I  want  to 
know,  should  we  be  deeding  with  the  company 
equitably  if  we  did  not  allow  it,  within  the 


authorised  area,  to  take  a  sufficient  amount  of 
land  to  realise  the  price  of  what  the  land  is  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  before  the  railway  was  com- 
menced ?  Then,  what  is  the  risk  to  be  run  ? 
When  you  are  asked  to  give  a  guarantee,  the 
question  is,  '*  What  is  the  risk  that  is  run  ? " 
The  honourable  member,  I  think,  has  been  led 
into  a  palpable  error;  for  he  convinced  himself, 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  that  the  land 
would  fetch  nothing  at  all;  because  he  said 
that,  besides  buying  the  railway,  we  should 
have  to  pay  £1,250,000,  the  value  of  the  land. 
In  other  words,  the  five  million  odd  acres  of 
land  which  will  be  available  in  the  authorised 
area  would  not  fetch  a  single  penny;  so  that 
he  reduced  his  own  argument  to  a  caricature. 
The  country  runs,  in  my  opinion,  no  risk  of 
having  to  give  to  the  company  a  larger  area 
than  the  2,300,000  acres  which  the  original 
contract  proj^sed  should  be  given.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  probability  whatever  that 
the  company  will  come  upon  the  Government 
for  any  extra  land.  On  the  contrary,  in  my 
opinion  the  company  will  realise  a  very  great 
deal  more  than  the  nominal  value  of  the  land 
before  the  railway  is  constructed  if  its  sales 
are  conducted  prudently  after  the  railway  is  in 
course  of  construction  or  is  finished.  And  we 
have  put  in  a  provision  which  protects  the 
colony  to  this  extent :  The  land  is  not  to  be 
sold  below  a  price  sanctioned  by  the  Queen. 
But  I  say  that  it  is  inconceivable  that  land 
given  to  the  company  amounting  to  2,300,000 
acres  should  not  fetch  the  value  at  which  it 
was  estimated  at  before  the  railway  was  com- 
menced. It  appears  to  me  that  the  honourable 
member  is  puttmg  a  case  which  cannot  possibly 
arise.  But  if  by  any  possibility  £1,250,000  is 
not  realised  for  the  2,300,000  acres,  3,000,000 
are  left,  in  addition,  in  the  authorised  area  to 
be  selected  from,  and  this  is  such  an  enormous 
quantity  as  to  amply  protect  the  colony  from 
any  chance  of  having  to  pay  anything  under 
the  guarantee  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man sees  in  the  contract.  But,  Sir,  there  is 
no  such  guarantee.  There  is  nothing  beyond 
the  land.  The  contract  states  explicitly,  in 
the  first  clause,  that  the  company  is  to  have 
no  claim  outside  the  authorised  area.  In  law 
and  equity  they  could  have  no  such  claim; 
and  what  is  the  honourable  member  fighting 
for  ?  Does  he  want  to  protect  the  House  now 
from  the  possible  generosity  of  a  House  ten 
years  hence  ?  It  appears  to  me  the  whole  thing 
is  not  worth  discussing.  The  contingency  of 
deficiency  is  infinitesimally  small.  The  reason 
why  there  was  a  hesitancy  in  stating  that  no 
money  should  be  paid,  or  that  the  very  sug- 
gestion of  money  should  be  omitted  in  the  con- 
tract, was  that  it  would  lead  to  the  opinion 
that  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  although  supplemented  by  the  8,000,000 
acres  offered  as  a  margin,  and  it  would  be  very 
injurious  to  the  company  in  carrying  out  its 
ftocmcial  arrangements.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  there  is  not  even  a  remote  possibility 
of  the  colony  being  called  upon  to  make  up 
a  deficiency ;  and,  beyond  that,  if  it  is  asked 
to  do   so,   there   is   not  the  remotest  legal 
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claim  under  the  contract  to  enforce  such  a 
demand.  Honourable  members  will  observe 
that  the  contract  is  now  framed  in  a  manner 
that  does  away  with  a  guarantee  altogether. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  up  the  lojid  to  the  company. 
What  it  says  is  this :  that,  if  the  selling  vahie 
of  the  land  does  not  prove  to  be  £1,250,000, 
the  company  may  have  the  right  to  make 
further  selections  within  the  authorised  area. 
The  suggestion  of  the  guarantee  has  therefore 
been  removed  ;  and  the  suggestion  of  the  com- 
pany, even  as  a  matter  of  generosity,  having 
a  right  to  ask  for  compensation  is  removed 
also.  Legal  claims  they  cannot  possibly  have 
under  the  contract  as  it  is  framed.  Now, 
Sir,  I  will  only  say,  as  regards  the  suggestion 
of  the  honourable  member  not  to  enforce  upon 
the  company  that  they  should  begin  at  the 
Belgrovo  end,  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  on 
the  port  of  the  Government  not  to  do  so.  The 
company  is  entitled  to  a  certain  amount  of 
land  as  the  railway  progresses.  If  it  fails  to 
carry  out  the  railway  throughout,  it  forfeits 
the  railway,  but  not  the  land  to  which  it 
would  become  entitled.  Surely  it  is  an  act  of 
prudence  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
insist  that  the  company  shall  not  do  the  best 
portions  of  the  line  first,  but  to  require  their 
doing  the  good  and  bad  together,  so  that  there 
will  be  less  fear  of  their  leaving  the  railway 
unfinished.  That  is  a  matter  of  prudence,  and 
by  insisting  on  simultaneous  procedure  at  both 
ends  we  take  care  that  the  company  should 
nob  select  the  best-paying  parts,  leaving  un- 
touched those  parts  which  might  be  presumed 
to  involve  the  largest  amount  of  risk.  I  say 
we  were  acting  prudently  in  insisting  on  such  a 
provision.  Well,  referring  further  to  what  the 
honourable  member  has  said,  he  stated  that 
the  company  would  have  got  the  750,000  acres 
under  the  alternate-block  system. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  Pardon  me;  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  we  should  have  got  270,000  acres 
under  the  alternate-block  system. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— -Well,  we  should  have  got  a 
large  quantity:  that  is  quite  true.  But  either 
one  of  two  things  is  the  case :  either  the  land 
is  not  worth  what  it  is  supposed  to  be,  and 
there  is  not  that  margin  in  the  value  of  the 
2,500,000  acres  which  it  was  proposed  to  give 
in  the  original  valuation,  or  else  it  is  the  case 
that  the  residuum  of  the  land  will  belong  to 
the  Government.  Instead  of  carrying  out  the 
contract  on  the  old  lines  proposed  in  reference 
to  the  alternate  blocks,  the  contract  is  now 
framed  on  this  principle  to  enable  the  land  to 
be  used  throughout  for  settlement  and  mining 
purposes  as  it  is  required.  We  have  not  in- 
sisted on  the  company  taking  the  land  before 
it  requires  it.  We  have  placed  it  in  such  a 
position  as  will  leave  it  open  for  use  during 
the  time  of  the  whole  contract.  Instead  of 
reserving  large  special  blocks,  which  possibly 
might  not  be  used  for  a  considerable  period,  it 
is  taken  when  it  is  wanted.  The  contract,  as 
now  framed,  is  in  the  interests  of  promoting 
settlement,  and  enabling  mining  industries  to 
be  carried  out.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  for 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


a  moment  you  can  induce  persons  to  brmg 
three  millions  of  money  into  the  country  and 
spend  it  in  an  undertaking  of  the  kind  with- 
out giving  them  the  prospect  of  large  profits. 
Surely  we  are  not  so  selfish  as  to  wish  the 
company  to  spend  its  money  and  not  reap  ade- 
quate returns.  The  country  is  there,  and  wlU 
be  shut  up  for  generations  unless  there  is  a 
railway  made.  The  company  come  down  and 
undertake  to  construct  the  railway,  which  it 
of  a  speculative  nature,  but  they  are  induced 
to  undertake  it  on  account  of  the  prospect  of 
considerable  profits.  Sir,  I  shall  not  trouble 
the  House  any  longer,  and  I  regret  I  have  felt 
myself  called  upon  to  reply  to  the  very  deliberate 
attack  made  upon  the  undertaking,  and  upon 
me  personally,  at  such  considerable  length. 

Mr.  WARD.^^ir,  there  is  one  point  I  am 
anxious  to  get  some  information  upon,  and 
neither  the  Committee  nor  the  Government,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  have  submitted  this  infor- 
mation to  the  House,  and  I  find  that  some 
honourable  members  are  in  doubt  on  the  point 
as  well  as  myself.  Referring  to  the  map  which 
has  been  circulated,  I  find  that  the  total  area 
of  land  reserved  within  the  area  is  9,051,800 
acres ;  and  out  of  that  quantity  there  is  sold 
2,897,400  acres,  reserves  456,400  acres,  and 
other  land,  described  as  mountainous,  2,578,300 
acres,  and  a  footnote  indicates  that  750,000  acres 
will  now  be  taken  out  for  mining  purposes  on 
the  West  Coast.  It  will  be  found  that  the 
total  of  the  sold  land,  reserves,  mountainous, 
and  that  set  aside  for  mining  purposes,  is 
6,182,100  acres.  If  that  is  deducted  from 
9,051,800  acres,  it  leaves  2,869,700  acres.  Now, 
I  understand  that  the  amount  of  good  land 
under  the  first  contract  was  2,804,000  acres, 
and  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  it  appears 
to  me  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  greater  extent  of 
what  is  described  as  good  land  under  this 
arrangement  of  565,700  acres  oyer  that  in- 
tended to  be  given  in  the  first  instance,  and,  as 
the  contract  is  now,  the  company  has  that 
many  more  acres  of  good  land  to  select  from 
than  it  originally  had. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— About  half. 

Mr.  WARD.— Then,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
mountain- tops  that  they  are  giving  to  this  syn- 
dicate cover  2,578,800  acres  of  land  ;  and  what 
the  value  of  it  is  no  man  living  can  form  the 
slightest  conception. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  to  be  selected 
from. 

^Ir.  WARD. — Yes,  I  know  ;  but  the  point  is 
this:  Some  members  of  the  Committee,  and 
some  members  of  the  House,  think  it  is 
desirable  to  pin  the  syndicate  to  the  land 
grant  solely;  and  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  doubt  as  to  whether  they  can  or  cannot 
in  the  future  come  upon  the  colony  for  a 
money  claim  in  the  event  of  the  land  not 
realising  the  sum  of  money  at  which  it  is 
set  down.  I  am  not  clear,  for  one  —  I  do 
not  profess  to  have  very  much  knowledge  of 
the  locality — as  to  whether  the  syndicate  is 
not  getting  a  great  deal  more  value  in  the 
shape  of  these  mountain-tops  than  honourable 
members  are  inclined  to  think.    I  do  not  know 
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anything  about  the  character  of  these  luouc- 
tain-tops.  They  may  contain  minerals.  If, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  case  that  the  syn- 
dicate have  no  basis  either  in  law  or  equity 
upon  the  colony  for  a  money  claim,  I  do  not  see 
why  that  statement  should  not  be  made  speci- 
fically in  clause  3 ;  the  more  so  as  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  show  the  company  cure  much 
better  ofi,  so  far  as  land  is  concerned,  than 
under  the  first  contract.  However,  tlio  real 
matter  before  the  House  now  is,  whether  we 
shall  go  into  Committee  or  deal  with  the  con- 
tract seriatim^  paragraph  by  paragraph.  The 
colony  is  committed  to  this  huge  undertaking. 
I  think  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  at 
once  went  on  to  consider  the  matter  paragraph 
by  paragraph;  and,  as  we  have  discussed  the 
matter  so  long,  I  would  suggest  that  we  now 
proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  must  correct  some  of 
the  misstatements  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East.  He  stated  that  the 
line  from  Belgrove  to  the  West  Coast  would 
have  a  gradient  of  1  in  40 ;  but  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  report  by  Mr.  Blair,  in  which  he  states 
distinctly  that  the  heaviest  grade  on  that  line 
will  be  1  in  50.  The  honourable  gentleman 
made  several  other  statements  which  are  not  in 
accordance  with  facts.  He  said,  for  instance, 
that  the  Attorney- General  has  a  doubt  in  his 
mind  as  to  whether  the  colony  might  not  be  liable 
for  a  money  guarantee:  but  the  Committee 
was  distinctly  told  by  the  Premier  that  the 
Attorney-General  had  no  doubt  in  his  mind. 
Then,  he  said  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  a  minute  to  that  effect :  but 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  simply  wrote 
asking  for  an  opinion  from  the  Solicitor-General, 
and  the  Solicitor-General,  in  a  manner  that 
made  the  matter  clear  to  the  most  untrained 
mind,  if  I  may  use  that  term,  pointed  out  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  adding  certain  words  to 
the  clause.  I  see  that  honourable  members  do 
not  desire  any  further  debate,  and  therefore  I 
will  say  no  more. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  proceeded  to  discuss  the  draft  of 
the  contract  clause  by  clause. 

"  1.  The  valuation  of  the  Crown  lands  of  which 
grants  may  be  made  to  the  company  under  the 
original  contract  and  those  presents  shall  be 
shown  on  a  map  similar  to  the  map  marked 
*B'  attached  to  the  original  contract  and 
referred  to  in  the  Third  Schedule  to  *  The  East 
and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nelson 
Railway  and  Railways  Construction  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1886,'  and  hereinafter  throughout 
these  presents  such  valuation  is  termed  and  re- 
ferred to  as  *  the  certified  valuation,'  and  the 
whole  of  the  lands  comprised  in  the  first-men- 
tioned map  is  hereinafter  throughout  these  pre- 
sents termed  and  referred  to  as  '  the  authorised 
area,'  outside  which  the  company  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  make  a  selection  or  receive  a  grant 
of  any  land  on  any  account  or  claim  under  the 
original  contract  or  this  contract,  or  any  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly  relating  thereto. 

"  The  map  to  be  made  under  this  clause  shall 


be  executed  by  the  Queen  and  the  company, 
and  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  oi  the 
Minister  for  Public  Wprks  at  Wellington  ;  and 
such  map  and  valuation  are  hereby  confirmed, 
and  shall  be  binding  on  the  Queen  and  the 
company." 

Agreed  to. 

*'2.  Subject  to  the  conditions  herein  con- 
tained, all  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  autho- 
rised area  shall  be  available  for  selection  by 
the  company, with  the  following  exceptions: — 

'*(a.)  All  lands  which,  at  the  date  hereof, 
are  subject  to  any  rights  of  private  owner- 
ship, tenancy,  or  other  occupancy,  not  being  a 
tenancy  or  occupancy  under  leases  oi:  licenses 
granted  for  pastoral  purposes,  and  all  lands 
which  have,  prior  to  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1887,  been  sot  apart,  either  permanently  or 
temporarily,  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Queen, 
under  any  law,  for  any  public  purpose. 

"  (6.)  All  lands  described  in  the  Schedules  to 
*  The  Westland  and  Nelson  Coalfields  Adminis- 
tration Act,  1877.' 

*•  (c.)  All  lands  which  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Governor,  are  or  may  be  required 
for  bona  fide  mining  for  gold  or  silver,  and  the 
several  purposes  connected  therewith  or  inci- 
dental or  conducive  thereto,  and  which  land 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  set  apart  and  de- 
fined by  Proclamations  to  be  issued  on  that 
behalf  ;  but  no  more  than  10,000  acres  shall  be 
so  set  apart  or  proclaimed  in  one  block  at  any 
one  time  ;  and  tlie  land  so  set  apart  and  pro- 
claimed from  time  to  time  shall  not  in  the 
aggregate  exceed  750,000  acres. 

'*  (d.)  All  lands  which  shall  from  time  to  timo 
hereafter  be  reserved  or  set  apart  for  purposes 
of  public  recreation  or  as  endowments  for 
charitable  or  educational  purposes  imdcr  any 
law  for  the  time  being  in  force  :  Provided  that 
no  such  lands  shall  bo  reserved  or  set  apart 
unless  the  situation  and  extent  thereof  shall 
have  previously  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
Queen  and  the  company. 

**  It  shall  be  optional  for  the  company  at  any 
time  to  select  lands  within  the  authorised  area 
which  are  held  under  lease  or  license  for  pas- 
toral purposes,  but  in  every  such  case  such 
selection  shall  be  subject  to  all  existing  rights 
affecting  the  same. 

"It  shall  be  optional  for  the  company,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Queen  in  every  cose,  at  any 
time  to  select  the  timber  on  any  lands  reserved  or 
set  apart  as  aforesaid  under  subsections  (c)  and 
{d)  in  lieu  of  land,  at  the  same  value  per  acre 
as  such  land  shall  be  set  down  in  the  certified 
valuation,  and  such  area  of  timber  so  selected 
shall  be  reckoned  as  if  it  were  an  equal  area  of 
land  selected  by  the  company  :  Provided  that 
such  option  shall  not  be  exercisable  so  as  to 
in  ajiy  way  interfere  with  botiafide  mining  pur- 
poses: Provided  also  that  such  option  shall 
not  be  exercisable  over  lands  the  timber  on 
which  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  be 
or  be  likely  to  be  required  for  saw-mills  then  in 
existence,  or  for  holders  of  timber  licenses  or 
miners'  rights. 

"Nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  the 
right  of  the  Queen  to  resume  any  lands  selected 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


608 


Midland  BaUway. 


[HOUSE.]       Midlcmd  Railway.        [Nov.  24 


by  the  company  pursuant  to  *  The  Mines  Act, 
1886.'" 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  move  that,  in  subsection  (c) 
the  words  •'  may  be  required  for  boiid  fide  min- 
ing "  be  omitted,  with  the  view  of  inserting  the 
words  "  set  apart  for."  My  object  in  doing  that 
is  bhis  :  that  it  may  not  bo  dependent  entirely 
upon  the  land  being  required  for  bond  fide  min- 
ing purposes  that  this  750,000  acres  may  be 
reserved,  but  that  we  may  set  it  apart  whether 
for  mining  purposes  or  not.  We  are  making 
such  huge  concessions  that  we  should  have  a 
total  of  at  least  750,000  acres.  But  as  the  clause 
now  stands  wo  may  not  take  it.  This  question 
came  up  in  Conimittee,  and  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  it,  and  I  think  that  the 
House  must  express  its  opinion  on  the  matter. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  clause  will  not 
read  as  he  amends  it. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  think  the  same 
end  might  be  gained  by  putting  in  words 
setting  forth  that  the  land  to  be  set  apart  may 
not  be  wholly  auriferous.  That  would  be  some 
restraint  upon  what  might  be  called  the  arbi- 
trary setting-aside  of  land  which  might  contain 
no  ores  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  House  will 
pass  the  clause  as  it  stands.  The  Committee 
gave  a  great  deal  of  time  to  this  matter,  and  the 
arguments  now  used  here  are  precisely  the  same 
as  those  used  in  the  Committee.  Some  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  always  talking  of  the  enor- 
mous concessions  we  are  giving  to  the  company. 
I  ask  this  House,  what  is  it  that  the  colony 
wants  ?  It  wants  the  railway  to  be  made  upon 
giving  the  company  certain  lands  in  certain 
blocks.  What  does  it  matter  whether  they 
get  the  land  in  one  block  or  more  ?  It  does 
not  affect  the  concession.  They  get  the  same 
amount  of  lajid  —  land  to  the  same  value. 
What  does  it  matter  whether  they  take  land 
worth  £1  an  acre  here,  land  worth  £1  lOs.  an 
acre  there,  or  land  worth  12s.  an  acre  somewhere 
else?  I  fail  to  follow  my  honourable  friend 
when  he  talks  of  the  enormous  concessions 
that  we  are  giving.  We  are  not  giving  one  acre 
more  land  or  one  shilling  more  value  than  we 
have  undertaken  to  give.  Are  we  to  suppose 
that,  if  certain  gullies  are  declared  auriferous 
and  are  reserved,  the  company  would  select  the 
ridges  separating  the  gullies  ?  We  are  dealing 
with  business  men.  What  object  would  they 
have  in  selecting  land  in  that  manner  ?  I  think 
the  language  used  in  this,  clause  is  capable 
of  a  very  wide  interpretation.  The  discretion 
left  with  the  Governor  is  a  very  large  one. 
Some  gentlemen  might  think  it  was  necessary 
.  for  bond  fide  mining  to  reserve  near  a  gold- 
field  ten  tnousemd  acres  on  which  to  feed  sheep 
with  which  to  supply  the  miners  with  food. 
The  miners  certainly  would  want  food,  and  to 
supply  them  in  that  way  might  be  held  to  be 
**  conducive  "  to  mining.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West 
could  found  an  argument  lasting  half  a  day 
upon  that  point.  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will 
accept  the  clause  as  it  is,  and  not  go  into  these 
refinements.  It  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  Gk>v6rnor 
Mr,  Levestam 


that  is  to  decide  what  is  required,  and  that  is  & 
very  wide  latitude,  and  we  can  very  safely  leave 
it  at  that. 

Mr.  FULTON.— Sir,  there  is  a  little  more  in 
this  than  my  honourable  friend  the  Premier 
says.  This  question  has  given  the  Committee 
a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  it  is  a  matter  that 
has  been  considered  over  and  over  again.  I 
confess  even  at  present  I  do  not  see  my  way 
out  of  it,  but  think  that  difficulties  will  in- 
evitably ensue  in  consequence  of  there  being 
two  authorities  exercising  powers  over  the 
same  land.  In  one  part  of  this  clause  we 
say  that  the  company  is  to  have  the  right  and 
authority  to  take  the  land,  and  to  have  the 
right  of  taking  timber  off  it ;  and  in  another 
part  of  the  clause  we  make  provision  whereby 
the  miners  shall,  if  they  think  proper,  he 
allowed  to  take  timber  for  their  work.  It  is 
all  in  the  same  clause,  and,  of  course,  it  is 
impossible  to  deal  with  a  little  amendment 
such  as  that  proposed  at  present  without  deal- 
ing with  the  whole  clause.  I  foresee  a  large 
amount  of  litigation  and  disturbance  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulties  that  will  arise.  The 
company  will  claim  that  they  have  a  right  to 
the  timber ;  the  nuners  will  come  in  and  say, 
"  We  want  it  for  props  for  our  mines ;  we  want 
timber  for  various  things  in  connection  with 
our  mining,  as  well  as  for  our  buildings  :"  and 
we  shall  have  a  conflict.  I  think  it  would  be 
far  better  if  in  this  clause  some  provision  were 
made  whereby  we  should  have  a  certain  de- 
finite amount  of  land  set  apart  for  gold-mining 
purposes,  and  the  rest  of  it  given  to  the  com- 
pany. I  confess  I  have  very  little  difficulty 
about  the  amount  that  is  handed  over ;  buc  this 
conflict  of  interests  will  arise,  and  will  cause,  I 
am  sure,  very  great  difficulties  in  future. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.  —  I  think  there  should  be 
some  provision  to  generally  guard  the  counszy 
against  the  action  of  the  company  in  its  exer- 
cise of  riparian  rights.  I  can  easily  imagine 
that  the  company  might  acquire  land  upon 
the  West  Coast,  and  get  command  of  riparian 
rights,  so  that  it  might  actually  prohibit  mining 
iipon  rivers  for  perhaps  a  very  great  distance 
above  them.  In  the  case  of  a  creek  being  in- 
terfered with  it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter, 
a  matter  of  far  more  importance  to  that  part 
of  the  country  than  the  taking  of  timber  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  because  it  really  might 
mean  putting  the  whole  of  the  mining  com- 
munity at  the  mercy  of  the  company  if  the 
company  chose  to  exercise  its  ripskrian  rights. 
I  thmk  something  of  this  kind  should  be  pro- 
vided against. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  am  quite  willing  to  withdraw 
this  amendment  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  will  move  his,  which,  I  tbink, 
will  cover  all  I  want. 

Mr.  Allen's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment after  the  word  *'  silver,"  and  I  shall  pro- 
pose it  in  order  to  meet  the  objection  that  has 
been  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East.  I  wish.  Sir,  to  follow,  in  this 
case,  the  phraseology  of  the  Mining  Act,  and  th« 
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amendment  would  be,  ftftcr  the  word  "  silver  *' 
to  add  the  words,  *'  or  for  mining  claims  and 
mining  purposes,  or  for  machine,  business,  or 
residence  sites,  or  for  the  construction  of  races, 
dams,  or  reservoirs  thereon,  or  for  races,  drives, 
and  tunnels  thereunder."  That  is  the  phraseo- 
logy, and  I  think  we  should  have  the  same 
power  to  reserve  any  lands  for  these  specific 
purposes  under  this  contract  as  is  provided  for 
in  the  Mining  Act.  I  say  at  once  that  this 
section,  as  it  now  stards,  does  not  give  the 
Governor  power  to  res*  I've  the  land  for  those 
purposes,  and  tliat  the  reserves  for  mining 
purposes,  as  the  clause  now  stands,  would  be 
narrowed  down  to  simply  the  land  on  which 
mining  was  actually  carried  on. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — My  amendment 
"would  come  in  before  that  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Knmara.  It  would 
read  thus:  "and  which  lands  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  set  apart ;  bat  no  more  than 
ten  thousand  acres  shall  be  sot  apart  or 
proclaimed  in  one  block  at  any  one  time : 
and  the  whole  of  such  block  need  not  be  auri- 
ferous." That  removes  every  possible  difficulty. 
The  lands  could  bo  used  for  tail-races,  or  for 
ajiy  other  purposes  that  were  thought  proper. 
It  would  cover  everything. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  amendment  is,  after  the 
word  *'  silver "  to  add  the  following  words : 
**  or  for  mining  claims,  or  mining  purposes,  or 
for  machine  or  business  or  residence  sites,  or 
for  the  construction  of  races  and  dams  thereon, 
or  races,  drives,  and  tunnels  thereunder."  I 
would  say,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  Pre- 
mier, tlmt  the  words  '* and. the  several  pur- 
poses connected  therewith,  or  incidental  or 
conductive  thereto,"  would  not  cover  what  is 
required  in  the  interest  of  the  mining  industry 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  colony.  I  can  assure 
him  nothing  less  than  what  I  have  stated  will 
do.  As  the  clause  now  stands,  it  refers  purely 
to  actual  mining  itself.  The  words  would 
not  apply  to  water-rights  and  other  easements 
that  are  required  on  goldfields.  I  think  it 
■was  agreed  in  the  Committee  that  this  amend- 
ment should  be  placed  in  this  subclause ;  but 
I  am  as  clear  upon  it  as  I  was  when  I  said 
the  Act  of  18S4  did  nob  cover  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  cover;  and  I  was  right  then,  and  the 
fact  that  the  House  did  not  accept  my  advice 
got  us  into  all  the  trouble.  We  should  then 
have  made  the  thing  specific  instead  of  using 
the  word  "gold- workings,"  which  was  defined  by 
the  lawyers  to  mean  the  ground  actually  occu- 
pied and  marked  out  as  claims  and  mining- 
rights.  I  say  that  if  you  keep  this  narrow  term 
here,  *'  bona  fide  mining,"  you  will  find  you 
have  no  right  to  reserve  any  land,  and  you  will 
have  to  show  cause  why  you  should  take  any 
more  than  is  required  for  the  actual  working  of 
the  mine.  On  the  goldfields  there  is  required 
a  large  amount  of  land  that  surrounds  the 
actual  workings,  so  that  minors  can  go  to  and 
from  the  mines,  and  when  they  have  worked 
out  one  piece  of  ground  can  go  and  take  up 
another  claim  or  right.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the 
company  would  not  object  to  having  this  dis- 
tinotly  specified ;  and,  where  there  could  be  no 
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objection  on  the  part  of  the  other  side,  why 
should  we,  on  our  side,  object  to  make  things  aa 
clear  as  possible  ?  It  appears,  from  the  way 
some  honourable  members  speak  on  this  matter, 
as  though  they  thought  we  were  proposing  de- 
liberately to  do  something  that  was  wrong; 
but  I  feel  satisfied  that  we  should  express  posi- 
tively what  it  is  that  is  required. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  second  the  amend- 
ment for  the  insertion  of  those  words  in  the 
clause,  and  I  do  it  for  this  reason :  that,  if  it  is 
not  done,  I  am  certain  that  as  soon  as  the  com- 
pany acquire  this  land  difficulties  will  arise.  I 
have  a  very  lively  recollection  of  what  took 
place  two  or  three  or  four  years  ago  ;  and  cer- 
tain members  of  this  House  were  connected 
with  it—the  purchase  from  the  Natives  of  some 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Wanganui. 
Now  no  miner  can  go  upon  that  lahd.  The 
moment  ho  does  he  is  ordered  off,  and  there 
are  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
blocked,  and  held  for  purely  speculative  pur- 
poses. I  do  not  think  the  House  can  be  too 
jealous  in  conserving  the  interests  of  the 
mining  community.  The  mining  community 
is  one  of  the  great  factors  of  success  in  this 
country,  and  their  interests  should  be  conserved 
wherever  possible. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  would  submit  to   the 
i  judgment   of    the    House   that   we    are    alto- 
I  gather    on    a   wrong    tack.      We    are    really 
I  trying  to  draw  a  deed ;   and  I  think  wo  can 
!  only    end    in    a    grievous    failure.     It   seems 
I  to    me    that    what  we   ought   to   do   is   this : 
I  read  each  clause,  and,  as  for  instance  in  this 
particular  clause,  pass  a  resolution  that  it  bo 
modified  in  the  direction  of  more  fully   con- 
'  serving  the  mining  interests,  and  then  leave  to 
'  the  Government  and  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  the  responsibility   of   putting  that    in 
proper  form.      I  am  sure  that  if  we  go  tlirough 
the  contract  clause  by  clause,  making  textual 
amendments  at  the  instance  of  la\-men,  gentle- 
men not  conversant  with  the  technicalities  of 
law,  who  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  to  deal  with  the  matter  exhaus- 
tively,  we  shall  run  serious  risk  of  muddling 
the  whole   affair,  and  of  interfering  with  the 
work  of  the  Law  Officers.     It  is  their  place, 
not   ours,  to   put  the  thing  into   legal    form. 
Moreover,  if  textual  amendments  are  adopted 
by  the  House  the  Law  Officers  would  feel  dif- 
fidence in  altering  them,  and  in  tliat  way  the 
contract  might  be  seriously  imperilled. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  shall  support  the  clause  aa 
it  stands,  for  this  reason :  As  I  read  the  clausc>. 
it  is  a  far  better  clause  in  the  interest  of  tlie 
mining  community  than  that  which  is  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara. 
The  clause  says,  "  for  the  special  purposes 
connected  therewith  or  incidental  or  conducive 
thereto."  I  take  it  that  refers  to  all  necessary 
purposes  connected  with  mining. 
Mr.  SEDDON.—No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon.  I  contend,  so  far  as  quartz- 
mining  is  concerned,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  quartz-mill  erected  before  you  can  ex- 
tract gold  from  the  quartz.    This  clause  pro- 
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vides  for  that.  The  Premier  has  put  the  matter 
yery  fairly,  and  I  hope  he  will  stick  to  this 
clause,  because  I  believe  it  is  drafted  to  benefit 
the  mining  industry  and  all  other  industries  in 
the  colony.  As  to  the  setting-apart  of  these 
lands,  the  Premier  very  clearly  explained  that 
matter.  I  cannot  understand  why  all  this 
quibbling  is  going  on,  and  I  do  trust  that  the 
Premier  will  carry  these  clauses  as  they  stand, 
excepting  in  cases  where  he  is  prepared  to 
admit  they  should  be  amended  in  certain 
directions.  This  particular  clause  does  not  re- 
quire amendment.  It  provides  for  all  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  wants 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  say  this  clause  provides 
all  that  is  required. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  imderstand  these 
words  do  cover  it ;  but,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  give  me  his  amendment,  I  will  under- 
take that  every  one  of  those  objects  included 
in  the  amendment  shall  be  covered  in  the  con- 
tract. I  will  submit  the  amendment  to  the 
Grown  Law  Officers,  and  will  undertake  that  all 
the  intentions  are  included  in  the  contract. 

Mr.  SIODDON.— Having  that  assurance  from 
the  Premier,  I  will  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
amendment.  I  feel  that  justice  will  be  done 
to  us. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Paragraph  2  agreed  to. 

*'  3.  Within  three  months  after  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  completion  of  the 
said  railway  an  account  shall  be  taken  of  all 
moneys  theretofore  received  by  and  then  owing 
to  the  company  as  proceeds  of  the  land  granted 
to  and  sold  by  them,  and  as  proceeds  of  their 
timber  and  coal,  whether  by  way  of  purchase- 
money  or  royalty,  and  a  valuation  shall  be 
made,  either  by  agreement  between  the  parties 
hereto  or  by  arbitration  as  hereinafter  provided, 
of  all  the  land,  timber,  and  coal  of  the  com- 
pany then  unsold  ;  and,  if  the  aggregate  of  the 
moneys  so  received  and  owing,  together  with 
the  sum  of  such  valuation,  shall  not  amount 
to  £1,250,000,  the  company  may,  within  six 
months  thereafter,  select  further  land,  out  of 
the  land  then  remaining  unselected  and  de- 
scribed as  available  for  selection  under  section 
2  hereof,  to  the  extent  of  such  land  then  re- 
maining so  available;  but  all  such  further 
land  shall  be  valued  either  by  agreement  or 
arbitration  as  aforesaid,  and  the  company  shall 
not  select  any  such  further  land  to  a  value 
greater  than  the  difference  (if  any)  between 
the  aggregate  of  the  moneys  so  received  and 
owing,  together  with  the  sum  of  such  valua- 
tion as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  sum  of 
jgi  250  000  " 

Mr.  W.  b.  STEWART.— I  beg  to  move.  That 
after  '•£1,250,000,"  where  these  figures  first 
occur,  the  following  words  be  inserted :  "  the 
only  remedy  of  the  company  in  respect  of 
such  difference,  if  any,  shall  be  the  right  on 
the  part  of."  This  puts  it  clearly,  I  think, 
that  there  is  no  money-obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  colony  in  case  there  should  be  any  in- 
sufficiency of  land,  and  that  the  company  looks 
to  the  laud  within  the  authorised  area  as  the 
Mr.  Taylor 


only  source,  so  to  speak,  of  compensation  or 
making  up  the  required  amount.  I  submit 
that  these  words  clearly  and  pointedly  define 
the  rights  of  parties,  and  will  place  what  ia  at 
present  open  to  misconstruction  beyond  rea- 
sonable doubt. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  confess  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  put  these  words  in.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  making  a  suggestion  we  want  to  avoid 
making.  We  doubt  these  five  millions  of  acres 
of  land  being  worth  a  million  and  a  quarter. 
I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  There  is  no  sug- 
gestion of  a  money -compensation  for  anything. 
The  company  are  limited  to  their  selection.  If 
the  two  millions  and  odd  acres  do  not  produce 
the  money  agreed  upon,  the  company  may 
make  a  further  selection  within  the  anthorised 
area  up  to  that  amount.  Great  doubts  have 
been  thrown  on  our  good  faith  as  it  Ls.  The 
company  have  sent  people  over  to  value  the 
land.  They  have  valued  it,  and  we  have 
valued  it ;  and  I  say  we  can  quite  safely  stand 
upon  that  clause. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — I  have  great  reluctance 
in  speaking  upon  this  question,  because  my 
desire  is  to  have  it  settled  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible ;  but,  having  a  strong  doubt  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  company  may  make  future  claims 
against  the  colony  under  this  clause,  I  can- 
not allow  it  to  pass  without  entering  my  strong 
protest  against  it  being  so  pa.ssed  while  any 
doubt  remains  upon  the  question.  As  far  as 
I  can  understand  v^^e  have  the  authority  of  the 
Crown  Law  Officers  that  there  is  such  a  doubt. 

Hon.  Members. — No,  no. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Honourable  gentlemen 
say  •'  No."  They  may  be  perfectly  correct,  but  I 
have  my  reasons  for  saying  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Crown  Law  Officers  there  does  exist  such 
a  doubt.  I  cannot  consent,  without  making  a 
strong  protest,  to  this  clause  passing  as  it  now 
stands.  Various  opinions  have  been  expressed 
as  to  the  value  of  this  land  in  the  market.  The 
Premier  has  stated,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  has  emphatically 
stated,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  company  would  realise 
a  million  and  a  quarter  from  the  2,300,000  acres. 
Now,  if  the  question  is  quite  beyond  doubt,  is 
it  not  puerile  in  the  highest  degree  to  say  that 
the  few  words  by  way  of  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West 
would  really  have  any  weight  in  casting  a 
doubt  on  the  value  of  the  land  ?  Surely  it  is 
the  first  duty  of  the  House  to  put  beyond  ques- 
tion the  liability  of  the  colony  in  this  matter. 
I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  question  at 
greater  length  ;  but,  knowing  somewhat  of  the 
value  of  this  land  in  the  market,  I  cannot  help 
expressing  the  greatest  doubt  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  company  will  get  the  value  out  of 
the  2,800,000  acres.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
House  will  consent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.— The  Premia 
says  that  doubts  have  been  thrown  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  colony.  In  dealing  with  this 
matter  we  have  previous  experience  to  guide 
us,  and  we  know,  unfortunately,  that  doubts 
have  been  thrown  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
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colony,  and  from  no  action  on  the  part  of  the 
•colony  itself,  but  from  action  taken  by  persons 
who  were  intermediate  between  the  colony  and 
the  subscribers  of  the  capital  at  Home. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  that  is  not  what  I 
-said. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.— I  shall  proceed 
to  consider  what  actually  took  place.  There 
appears  to  have  been  a  misconception  in  re- 
gard to  the  last  contract.  Whereas  the  colony 
•endeavoured  to  make  it  plain  that  the  con- 
cessions of  land  which  were  to  be  given  to  the 
company  were  only  to  be  of  the  nominal  value 
of  ;fcl, 250,000  —  that  that  value  was  purely 
nominal,  and  was  not  the  real  value— a  pro- 
spectus was  issued  in  London  which  set  forth 
to  the  London  public  that  the  colony  was  going 
to  grant  concessions  of  the  value  of  £1,260,000  ; 
and  no  doubt  the  subscribers  of  the  capital  of  the 
company  in  London,  reading  that  prospectus, 
would  conclude  that  the  land  was  to  be  of  the 
actual  value  of  £1,250,000.  Now  we  find  a 
claim  is  being  founded  upon  that  for  any  defi- 
ciency that  might  result  in  the  event  of  the 
land  not  reaching  the  value  of  £1,250,000  which 
it  was  valued  at  as  an  actual  asset  in  the 
prospectus.  We  have  all  had  before  us  the 
correspondence  between  the  company  and  the 
Government,  in  which  a  claim  was  founded 
upon  that  misconception.  Now,  I  take  it  that, 
in  order  to  protect  the  honour  of  the  colony 
against  any  misconception  of  this  kind — not  in 
its  direct  dealing  with  the  company,  but  in  its 
dealings  through  the  company  with  the  bond- 
holders and  (shareholders  in  London  who  may 
not  know  the  land  of  the  colony — it  is  necessary 
to  be  particularly  careful.  The  colony  should 
show  that  we  are  only  going  to  risk  our  land 
on  this  speculation  eind  nothing  more,  so  that 
no  misconception  may  arise  in  the  future  like 
the  one  attempted  to  be  fixed  on  the  colony  last 
year.  I  say  that  wo  have  had  experience  in  this 
matter  before;  we  know  how  these  negotia- 
tions have  been  carried  on;  and,  having  that 
experience  before  us,  we  should  be  mad,  we 
should  be  risking  the  honour  of  the  colony,  if 
we  did  not  take  exceptional  precautions — not 
cnly  for  the  sake  of  the  company  with  which  we 
BXQ  dealing,  but  for  the  sake  of  those  who  may 
take  up  shares  at  Home — to  show  that  we  are 
only  giving  land  and  nothing  more.  On  the 
clause  as  it  stands  the  colony  may  incur  a 
sentimental,  if  not  a  legal,  liability  ;  and  we 
know  by  the  experience  of  the  district  rail- 
ways that  sentimental  obligations  are  often  as 
binding  on  the  Grown  as  legal  ones.  There  is 
another  important  feature  in  this  question,  and 
it  is  this :  The  total  area  within  the  limit  is 
9,051,800  acres ;  if  we  deduct  from  that  the 
amount  reserved  and  sold,  2,858,800  acres,  we 
have  6,198,000  acres  left ;  if  we  deduct  from 
that  the  original  concession  to  the  company 
under  the  last  contract  we  have  left  8,894,000 
acres  ;  and  if  we  deduct  from  that  the  750,000 
acres  for  mining  purposes  we  have  a  remain- 
der of  8,414,000  acres.  Now,  we  find  that 
within  the  fifteen -mile  radius  the  proportion 
of  mountainous  land  to  level  land  is  this  : 
2,578,000  acres,  or  three-fourths,  according  to 


the  map  laid  on  the  table,  mountainous  land 
to  826,000  acres  of  level  land,  and  out  of  that 
there  is  reserved  for  mining  purposes  something 
like  650,000  acres,  which  are  marked  yellow  on 
the  map  ;  so  that  within  the  fifteen-mile  radius 
there  will  only  be  available  for  the  company 
some  60,000  or  100,000  acres  of  level  land.  If 
now  we  deduct  2,578,000  acres  of  mountainous 
land  from  the  balance  of  the  land  left  in  the 
authorised  area,  after  handing  over  to  the  com- 
pany the  concession  imder  the  last  contract, 
we  have  the  following  result :  There  are  576,500 
acres  left  from  which  the  company  can  make 
their  selection  under  this  new  contract ;  and,  if 
we  apply  the  proportion  of  three-fourths  moun- 
tainous to  one-fourth  level  land  to  this  balance, 
what  is  the  result?  We  shall  have  a  total 
available  of  150,000  acres  out  of  which  the 
company  has  to  make  up  any  deficiency  that 
may  result  after  all  the  lajid  is  sold  or  parted 
with.  Therefore  we  are  giving  the  company, 
under  this  amended  contract,  about  200,000 
acres  at  most  out  of  which  they  are  to  make 
their  additional  selection.  With  such  a  nar- 
row margin  as  that,  it  behoves  the  colony,  if 
it  wishes  to  preserve  its  honour  and  to  prevent 
any  difficulties  in  the  future,  to  make  it  very 
clear  that  there  is  no  question  of  money  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — When  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  was  making  his  remarks  he 
made  one  suggestion  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officer  of  the  Crown,  and  I  heard  several 
"  Noes."  Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  said  "  No  "  heard 
the  letter  which  was  addressed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay,  to  the  Law  Officer,  and 
which  he  read  this  afternoon  to  the  House.  It 
was  a  letter  asking  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Crown  Solicitor  upon  this  verj'  point  which  we 
are  now  discussing.    What  was  his  reply  ? 

Hon.  Mbmbees.— None. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Honourable  gentlemen  may 
say  **None;"  but  will  the  Premier  say  so? 
Will  the  Premier  say  that  there  was  none? 
No.  The  reply  was  this :  that,  if  we  wanted  to 
make  clause  3  absolutely  safe,  we  must  add 
the  following  words, — ^and  these  words  he  wrote 
upon  the  margin  of  the  paper  contsdning  the 
Clause : — 

**  And  such  further  selection  of  land  shall 
be  in  full  of  all  claims  of  the  company  under 
this  contract  or  in  relation  thereto  in  respect 
to  any  such  difference  between  the  aggregate 
of  the  moneys  so  received  and  owned  and  the 
sum  of  such  valuations  as  aforesaid  and  the 
sum  of  £1,250,000." 

That  was  the  Crown  Solicitor's  opinion — that 
if  those  words  were  added  to  the  clause  it  would 
be  absolutely  safe  to  the  colony ;  but  if  those 
words  were  not  added  I  think  we  must  take 
it  that  it  is  not  safe.  There  is  no  getting  away 
from  one  of  these  conclusions.  We  have  also 
the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  lawyer  in  this 
House,  who  considers  that  without  some  addi- 
tion to  this  clause  it  is  not  absolutely  safe  ; 
and  he  proposes  an  amendment  which  I,  for 
one,  am  quite  prepared  to  accept.    If  he  hsbd 
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not  proposed  that  amendment,  or  some  one 
else  nad  not  proposed  one,  I  should  have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  propose  the  words  which  I  have 
just  read.  I  think  if  the  suggestion  of  the 
nonourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  is  taken 
the  clause  will  be  safe.  Now,  what  objection 
is  there  to  making  this  clause  absolutely  safe  ? 
If  we  leave  the  clause  as  it  is,  for  what  reason 
do  we  do  so  ?  Is  it  to  hide  from  the  investor 
in  England  the  real  signification  of  the  clause  ? 
I  think,  if  that  is  so,  it  is  a  very  wrong  position 
for  this  Assembly  to  take  up.  This  clause 
should  show  either  that  we  are  giving  a 
guarantee  or  that  we  are  not  giving  one ;  and 
I  think  that  is  the  only  fair  course  to  ourselves 
and  to  those  in  the  Old  Country  who  are  to  be 
asked  to  invest  their  money  in  a  speculation 
of  this  kind.  They  should  know  whether  this 
means  a  guarantee  to  the  company  or  not ; 
and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  divide  the  House  on 
the  question.  What  necessity  is  there  to  cloak 
our  words  ?  Either  the  undertaking  is  honest 
or  it  is  dishonest ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  prefer  to 
be  honest,  rather  than  have  the  shame  of  dis- 
honour afterwards  cast  upon  us.  I  trust  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  will 
adhere  to  his  amendment.  I  will  support 
him  ;  and  I  hope  that  every  one  who  wishes  to 
see  this  clause  made  absolutely  clear  will  also 
do  so,  in  order  that  it  may  show  forth  to  those 
at  Home  wliat  we  really  mean. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.  —  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  withdraw  his  opposition  to  this  amendment. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  whom  this 
contract  was  referred,  I  have  all  along  felt  very 
strongly  that  some  such  amendment  as  this 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  secure 
the  colony,  and  I  was  much  surprised  that  tlie 
Premier  should  object  to  it.  If  honourable 
gentlemen  object  to  it  I  think  the  fair  infer- 
ence is  that  they  have  a  bad  case,  and  that  they 
have  some  sinister  design  against  the  colony. 
If  they  vote  for  the  clause  bring  amended  it 
will  show  that  that  is  not  so ;  but  if  they  object 
to  it  it  will  fix  upon  them  a  very  strong  sus- 
picion that  they  have  some  ulterior  design 
on  the  colony.  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  report 
at  all  if  this  amendment  is  not  embodied  in  it. 
I  will  not,  however,  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  any  longer;  the  matter  has  been  so 
fully  gone  into  tliat  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — The  doubt  which  so  many 
honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  entertain  as  to 
whether  the  words  of  this  section  would  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  colony  being  open  to 
a  claim  for  money  in  case  of  there  being  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  amount  realised  from  the  sale 
of  the  land  shows  very  strongly  how  hard  it  is 
to  overcome  first  impressions.  If  wo  look  at 
the  clause  as  it  was  in  the  oon tract  before  it 
was  submitted  to  the  Select  Committee  we 
shall  see  that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
it  and  the  clause  which  is  now  before  us.  The 
8rd  clause  in  the  draft  sent  to  the  Committee 
read  as  follows : — 

"  That,  if  the  2,304,000  acres  of  land  to  be 
selected  by  the  company  and  granted  by  the 
<2ueen  does  not,  on  sale  by  the  company, 
Mr.  Allen 


together  with  the  amount  which  the  com- 
pany shall  have  received  by  the  sale  of  timber, 
realise  the  sum  of  £1,250,000,  the  Queen  will, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  said  railway,  gran 6 
such  additional  lands,  within  the  authorised 
area,  as  may  be  necessary  to  bring  the  total 
selling  value  of  all  the  lands  granted  up  to  the 
said  sum  of  £1,250,000." 

As  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  re- 
ferred so  frequently  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee,  I  think  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so 
also.  I  believe  I  was  the  very  first  to  object 
to  the  clause  as  then  submitted  to  us,  and  I 
strongly  urged  on  the  Committee  that  it  might 
leave  the  colony  open  to  an  action  for  damages 
in  respect  to  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  real- 
ised from  the  sale  of  the  land;  and  in  doing 
so  I  pointed  out  that  the  clause  took  the  form 
of  a  covenant  by  the  Queen  to  grant,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railway,  such  additional  land  as 
would  bring  up  the  total  value  to  £1,250,000. 
Supposing,  then,  there  was  a  deficiency,  and 
the  Government  were  to  say,  "  We  have  not 
got  the  land,  and  therefore  cannot  grant  it,** 
then  might  not  the  colony  be  liable  for  such 
deficiency  in  damages  ?  It  seemed  to  me  there 
might  be  such  a  claim  against  the  colony,  and 
therefore  that  the  clause  was  most  objection- 
able. The  clause  was  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  before  it  was  amended  there  were  a 
great  many  proposals  made  in  order  to  save  the 
colony  from  any  liability  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  not  to  embarrass  the  com- 
pany by  making  it  appear  that  this  colony  ex- 
pected there  would  be  a  deficiency.  Amongst 
the  clauses  proposed  there  were  several  which 
were  not  unlike  the  present  one.  First  of  all, 
it  was  proposed  to  put  a  proviso  at  the  end 
of  the  clause  to  this  effect :  "  Provided  that 
in  no  case  shall  any  lands  outside  the  autho- 
rised area  be  so  granted,  and  the  company 
shall  have  no  claim  in  respect  of  any  defi- 
ciency either  for  land  or  money."  That  proviso 
was  drafted  by  me,  and  is  very  much  to  the 
same  effect  as  the  one  which  was  drafted 
by  the  Solicitor-General.  It  was  drafted  by 
me  as  a  lawyer  and  not  as  a  politician,  and 
was  simply  intended  to  make  the  matter  per- 
fectly clear;  but  it  was  pointed  out  in  the 
Committee  with  great  force  that,  to  people  in 
England  who  did  not  know  the  circumstances 
as  well  as  we  do,  this  would  convey  a  false  im- 
pression. It  would  convey  the  impression  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  land,  that  we  felt  per- 
suaded that  there  was  not  sufficient  land,  and 
that,  therefore,  to  put  it  in  this  strong  manner 
we  were  particularly  seeking  to  guard  ourselves 
against  what  we  felt  certain  was  going  to 
occur— namely,  a  deficiency  in  the  land.  It 
seemed  to  bo  the  opinion  of  some  of  those  best 
informed  on  the  Committee  that  it  was  not 
likely  there  would  be  any  deficiency,  and  there- 
fore not  right  to  use  words  which  would  give  a 
false  impression.  Of  course,  if  there  is  an 
impression  in  the  House  that  there  is  going  to 
be  a  deficiency,  then  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  to  the  contrary  need  not 
infiuence  the  House.  Then  I  drafted  another 
amendment,  which  came  before  the  Committee, 
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to  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  ad 
follows :  **  but  the  company  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  such  additional  land  outside  the 
•authorised  area,  and  shall  not  have  any  claim 
to  any  land  outside  the  authorised  area  by  way 
of  compensation  or  otherwise.'* 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man read  that  quite  correctly?  I  have  it 
written  thus:  "Provided  the  company  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  additional  land  outside 
the  authorised  area,  and  shall  not  have  any 
-claim  to  any  money  or  land  outside  of  the 
■authorised  area."  That  omission  of  **  money  " 
is  a  very  important  point. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— In  the  draft  which  I  have 
the  words  "  money  or  further  "  are  struck  out. 
Possibly  it  may  have  been  a  mistake  of  mine 
striking  them  out,  but  I  believe  the  words 
actually  carried  were  those  I  have  read.  If 
not,  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  will  show. 
But,  whether  these  words  were  there  or  not,  it 
is  quite  evident  that  these  last  words 

Major  ATKINSON.— These  words,  even  if 
•carried,  were  only  carried  as  an  instruction  to 
the  Government  upon  which  it  could  prepare  a 
•clause  after  consultation  with  the  company. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  was  about  to  proceed  to 
explain  that.  This  second  amendment,  or  pro- 
posed amendment,  was  carried,  as  the  Premier 
has  anticipated  me  by  saying,  only  upon  its 
being  expressed  and  understood  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  merely  carried  by  way  of 
instruction  to  the  Government  to  get  the  clause 
prepared  in  proper  legal  phraseology,  so  as  to 
oarry  out  the  opinion  of  the  Committee.  And 
it  was  also  expressly  understood  by  most  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  I  feel  assured,  that  the 
clause  was  to  be  worded  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  convoy  the  impression  that  the  framers 
expected  there  would  be  a  deficiency.  After 
that  another  clause  was  prepared  by  me,  and 
«ubmitted  to  the  Committee.  The  clause  was 
•quite  different  from  any  that  preceded  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  will  notice  that 
it  goes  into  the  quantity  of  land  available  for 
the  company  after  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
way :— 

**  That,  if  the  2,304,000  acres  of  land  to  be 
selected  by  the  company  as  aforesaid  shall  not 
•on  sale,  together  with  the  net  amount  which 
shall  have  been  received  or  be  thereafter  re- 
ceivable by  the  company  as  proceeds  of  timber 
and  coal  (the  capitalised  value  of  which  shall 
be  either  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  hereto  or 
fixed  by  arbitration,  as  hereinafter  provided), 
realise  the  sum  of  £1,250,000,  the  company 
may,  after  the  completion  of  the  said  railway, 
select  further  lands  out  of  the  lands  then  re- 
maining available  for  selection  by  the  company 
under  section  2  hereof  (estimated  at  about 
3,144,000  acres)  to  the  extent  of  such  lands  then 
remaining  so  available  for  selection ;  and  so  that 
the  company  shall  in  no  case  select  any  such 
further  lands  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  supply, 
in  selling- value  (either  agreed  upon  or  fixed  by 
arbitration  as  aforesaid),  the  difiference  (if  any) 
between  the  amount  realised  as  aforesaid  and 
the  sum  of  £1,260,000." 

Kow,  Sir,  this  introduced  for  the  first  time  a 


new  form  or  principle,  so  to  speak.  Instead  of 
the  Queen  having  to  supply  the  land  up  to  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency,  it  took  the  form  of 
a  privilege  given  to  the  company  to  select 
land.  There  was  a  very  great  difference  in  that 
respect,  and  a  difference,  I  think,  honourable 
members  have  not  fully  considered,  and  which, 
with  all  due  deference  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  West,  that  gentleman  also  has 
not  fully  considered.  Instead  of  being  an  en- 
gagement by  the  colony  to  do  a  certain  thing, 
it  is  now  merely  a  privilege,  a  license  given  to 
the  company  to  select  land  up  to  a  certain 
extent ;  and,  provided  that  the  extent  be  clearly 
defined  by  the  section,  I  cannot  see  any  possible 
doubt  that  the  words  which  were  used  in  this 
amendment  I  am  now  referring  to  were  suffi- 
cient to  exclude  any  possible  claim  for  money 
or  land  against  the  colony.  Now,  that  clause 
was  only  altered  for  one  reason.  It  wsbs  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  desirable  to  fix 
a  time  when  the  transactions  between  the 
colony  and  the  company  should  be  wound 
up,  and  that  we  had  got  no  time  fixed  at  all 
throughout  the  contract ;  and  then  it  was  that 
the  principle  was  first  introduced  of  taking 
an  account  and  of  making  a  valuation,  which 
principle  is  included  in  the  clause  now  before 
the  House.  The  same  lines  were  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  license  to  select  instead 
of  the  covenant  to  grant.  But  if  I  had  the 
slightest  scintilla  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  colony 
being  clearly  protected  against  any  claim  what- 
ever, for  money  or  land,  I  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West.  If  I  did  not  believe  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  has  not 
yet  swept  away  from  his  mind  the  old  surround- 
ings, if  I  thought  that  he  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  clause  as  it  now  stands,  apart 
from  his  previous  objection  to  it,  if  I  did  not 
feel  that  the  colony  is  distinctly  protected 
against  any  claims  upon  it  by  the  company, 
I  should  vote  for  his  amendment,  because 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  unreason- 
able in  it,  or  anything  to  which  the  company 
should  object.  But  this  section  was  passed  after 
reference,  I  believe,  to  those  who  represented 
the  company,  and  the  clause  as  it  stands  was 
no  doubt  objectionable  to  them,  but  still  they 
acquiesced  in  it  although  it  wa.s  objectionable. 
The  clause  was  so  framed  to  prevent  any  claim 
against  the  colony,  and  I  am  convinced  carries 
out  that  intention.  Therefore  I  am  unwilling 
to  see  it  altered.  I  trust  the  House  will  not 
alter  it.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin West  or  some  other  honourable  gentleman 
in  this  House  who  has  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  such  matters  will  give  an  absolute 
assurance  that  his  mind  is  undecided  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  colony  might  be  liable,  let  UB 
change  the  clause.  But  if  he  only  says,  **  Liti- 
gation might  possibly  arise,"  well,  what  does 
that  amount  to?  Litigation  always  may  arise. 
So  long  as  we  have  men  refusing  to  be  restrained 
by  the  lawyers  who  seek  to  restrain  them — 
honourable  gentlemen  laugh — but  so  long  as 
the  human  mind  is  so  framed  as  to  make  men 
do  what  they  should  not  do,  so  long  will  you 
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have  litigation.  Is  not  this  discussion-  now 
going  on  in  a  sense  litigation?  Here  we  are 
quibbling  in  such  *a  way  that  a  Court  of  law 
would  not  stand  for  two  minutes  instead  of 
for  many  hours.  Then,  there  is  one  thing 
which  I  must  comment  on — the  so-called  opin- 
ion of  the  Solicitor-General.  He  expressed 
no  opinion.  I  come  from  a  country  which 
deals  in  butter.  Supposing  a  butter -manu- 
facturer returns  to  his  cooper  a  cask,  and 
says,  "You  have  only  got  six  hoops  on  that 
cask.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  perfectly  safe 
to  send  that  cask  Home  to  England  with  only 
six  hoops  on  it  ?  "  The  cooper  makes  no  reply, 
but  calmly  goes  and  puts  on  two  more  hoops, 
one  at  bottom  and  one  at  top.  Is  that  an 
opinion  from  the  cooper  that  it  is  not  safe? 
Kot  in  the  slightest  degree.  There  is  no  law- 
yer who  is  not  a  politician,  who  has  a  matter  of 
this  sort  referred  to  him,  but  would  add  some 
such  words  as  those,  and  would  have  his  reason 
for  doing  so.  He  would  say, "  That  is  perfectly 
dear.  Goodness  knows  1  but,  since  they  think 
there  is  a  doubt  in  it,  I  will  add  words  that 
will  make  it  seem  even  to  them  absolutely 
certain."  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  sufficient 
reason  for  altering  this  section  as  it  stands, 
and  therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL. — This  discussion  seems  to 
me  to  be  little  short  of  ridiculous,  and  if  honour- 
able members  consider  the  matter  I  think  they 
will  see  it  in  the  same  light.  We  are  all  agreed 
as  to  our  meaning.  We  all  admit  that  the 
colony  is  under  no  circumstances  to  give  money 
to  the  company.  The  company  is  only  to  get 
land  within  a  certain  area,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  absurd  for  us  to  spend  time  here  trying 
to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the  legal  effect  of 
clause  S;  but,  as  we  are  all  agreed  that  the 
colony  is  not  to  be  pledged  to  any  money-pay- 
ment, it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  be 
satisfied  with  an  assurance  from  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  will  submit  the  matter  to  the 
Attorney-General  and  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown,  point  out  the  questions  which  have 
been  raised,  and  tell  them  they  are  to  hedge  the 
contract  round  in  such  a  way  as  to  preclude  all 
possibility  of  doubt  that  the  colony  is  to  be 
pledged  to  a  money-guarantee.  That  is  all  we 
want  to  bring  about,  and  for  us  to  discuss  this 
clause  is  a  pure  waste  of  time.  We  shall  go  on 
hour  after  hour,  and  shall  never  get  any  nearer 
to  a  conclusion.  Therefore  I  suggest  that  the 
matter  be  left  to  the  Premier  and  the  Attorney- 
General  to  settle.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  as  to  the  legal  effect  of  this  clause.  It 
seems  to  me  utterly  ridiculous  for  any  one  to 
construe  this  clause  to  mean  that  the  colony 
is  pledged  to  a  guarantee  in  money.  It  is  an 
utter  impossibility,  to  my  mind,  to  conceive 
that  any  lawyer  could  advise  that  under  this 
clause  the  colony  could  be  pledged  in  any  way 
to  a  payment  of  money.  I  hope  this  clause 
will  bo  left  as  it  is,  because  it  does  not,  to  my 
mind,  raise  any  such  doubt  as  that  pointed  out 
by  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 
I  think  we  may  safely  leave  the  clause  as  it  is. 
Mr,  Samuel 


This  is  not  the  final  contract.  It  is  only  a 
draft,  embodying  the  principles.  We  are  all 
agreed  as  to  what  these  principles  are,  and  I 
think  the  proper  course  is  to  leave  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Attorney-General  to  see  that  the 
colony  is  protected  in  the  way  which  every  man 
in  this  House  agrees  should  be  done.  We  are 
all  agreed  that  there  is  to  be  no  guarantee  oC 
money,  and  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  will 
doubtless  see  that  the  wishes  of  the  House  are 
given  effect  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — However  ridiculous  it 
may  appear  to  discuss  this  question,  I  trust  the 
House  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  a  few  words. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  last 
addressed  the  House  said  that  no  lawyer  by 
any  possible  means  could  construe  this  clause 
into  an  agreement  to  pay  money.  If  that  is 
the  case,  why  should  we  not  state  it  in  unmis- 
takable language  ?  If  no  lawyer  can  construe 
it  into  a  guarantee  of  that  kind,  I  say  we  shall 
do  no  harm  by  putting  it  -in  such  language  that 
any  ordinary  layman  can  understand  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  did  not, 
in  my  opinion,  fairly  represent  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  Solicitor- General.  The  distinct 
question  was  put  to  the  Solicitor-General  as  to 
whether,  under  any  circumstances,  clause  3 
could  be  construed  into  a  guarantee  to  pay 
money,  and  he  sent  back  a  reply  minuted  on 
the  margin  of  the  draft  contract.  I  said,  my- 
self, as  Chairman,  to  the  Premier,  when  this 
question  was  before  us,  "  Should  we  not  get  a 
reply  in  writing  from  the  Solicitor-General?" 
and  the  Premier  said,  pointing  to  the  contract, 
"  There  is  the  Solicitor-General's  reply."  There- 
fore we  did  receive  a  reply  from  the  Solicitor- 
General,  and  here  are  the  words  suggested  by 
him: — 

*'  And  such  further  selection  of  land  shall  be 
in  full  of  all  claims  of  the  company  under  this 
contract,  or  in  relation  thereto,  in  respect  of 
any  such  difference  between  the  aggregate  of 
the  moneys  so  received  and  owing  and  the  sum 
of  such  valuation  as  aforesaid  and  the  said 
sum  of  £1,250,000." 

Well  now,  Sir,  there,  in  reply  to  a  distinct 
question  as  to  whether  clause  8  could  be  con- 
strued into  a  guarantee  for  paying  money,  the 
Solicitor-General  recommends  that  these  words 
should  be  added  to  the  clause.  I  do  not  see 
how  anybody  can  get  away  from  the  fact  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General  is  that,  if 
the  tiding  is  to  be  absolutely  safe,  these  words 
must  be  added  to  the  clause. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  did  not  say  they  were 
necessary. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  take  it  he  did,  when 
we  asked  him  a  distinct  question  and  he  replied 
that  it  is  necessary.  Here  is  the  letter  to  which 
what  I  have  just  read  is  a  reply : — 

"  16th  November,  1887. 
"  Sib,— With  a  view  to  set  at  rest  doubts 
which  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  members  of 
the  Committee  as  to  the  exact  effect  of  clause  3 
of  the  proposed  new  contract  with  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
quest a  question  may  be  submitted  to  the  Law 
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OfB-cers  of  the  Grown,  Whether  it  could,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  construed  into  an  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  Grown  to  'pay  to  the 
company  in  money  any  difference  which  may 
hereafter  be  found  to  exist  between  the  actual 
selling  value   of   the    land   and   the  sum  of 
£1,250,000,  the  estimated  value.— I  have,  &c., 
"  W.  R.  Russell, 
*'  Chairman,  Midland  Railway  Committee. 
"The  Hon.  the  Premier." 
Now,  what  caused  the  Committee  to  have 
grave  doubts  ? 

Major  ATKINSON,— Some  members  of  the 
Committee. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes.  What  led  some 
members  of  the  Committee  to  have  doubts  lest 
this  clause  8  should  involve  the  colony  in  a 
money  guarantee  was  this:  They  noted  the  fact 
that  the  clause  was  specially  drafted  by  the  com- 
pany at  Home,  and  was  inserted  in  italics  in  the 
draft  contract  as  the  meaning  of  the  company 
at  Home  as  to  their  position  towards  the  colony. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
himself  must  admit  that  there  was  an  inten- 
tion by  the  company  to  force  us  to  give  a 
guarantee  of  actual  value — or,  in  other  words, 
a  guarantee  of  money  or  its  value.  No  one 
reading  the  correspondence  could  have  any 
doubt  of  such  an  intention.  Now,  here  is  part 
of  a  letter  by  the  Agent-General  of  the  colony : — 
"  I  carefully  considered  whether  I  should 
telegraph  to  you  the  nature  of  the  new  pro- 
visions in  the  August  draft ;  but  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  central  point  in  the  whole  matter 
was  the  same  as  in  the  May  amendments — 
namely,  a  demand  for  a  guarantee  of  the  value 
of  the  land,  which  was  a  condition  I  did  not 
believe  the  Government  would  agree  to;  and, 
on  hearing  from  you  that  such  a  guarantee 
was  declined,  I  informed  the  company  to  that 
effect." 

Then  comes  a  paragraph  about  Mr.  Avigdor, 
who  was  out  here;  and  the  letter  continues, — 
"  I  am  in  communication  with  the  directors 
on  the  matter,  and  shall  soon  be  able  to  inform 
you  of  the  result ;  but  I  may  say  at  once  that 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  prospect  of  their 
entertaining  the  scheme,  as  they  have  been  so 
long  in  negotiation  with  financiers  on  the  basis 
of  the  land-value  being  guaranteed. 

"  1  had  hoped  that  on  receiving  the  May 
amendments  you  would  have  been  able  to  send 
me  a  telegram  intimating  the  decision  of  the 
Government  as  to  guaranteeing  the  value  of 
the  land,  because  in  that  case  financial  negotia- 
tions on  the  basis  of  the  guarantee  would  have 
been  immediately  stopped.  It  will  be  much 
more  difficult  now  for  the  company  to  induce 
their  friends  to  entertain  any  new  proposals." 

Now,  here  we  have  put  down,  as  plainly 
as  print  can  put  it,  the  object  of  the  con- 
tractors at  Home  in  drafting  the  clause  which 
was  to  make  the  colony  directl}'^  responsible  in 
a  guarantee  of  the  value  of  the  land.  The 
Agent-General  considered  that  such  was  the 
case,  and  he  announced  that  such  was  the 
Colonial  Treasurer's  view  of  the  matter.  In 
iheso  circumstances,  I  contend  it  is  our  duty, 
unless  we  do  intend  that  the  company  should 


have,  by  implication,  a  guarantee  of  value,  to 
put  forth  in  the  plainest  and  most  unmistak- 
able language  that  the  colony  does  not  give  a 
guarantee ;  and  therefore  I  think  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  should  be  embodied  in  the  draft.  There 
has  been  an  idea  in  the  minds  of  some  speakers 
that  the  colony  might  possibly  be  charged  with 
a  breach  of  faith  in  certain  circumstances.  I 
do  not  think  the  Honse  need  bother  itself  with 
that  consideration  at  all,  because  we  have  here 
a  contract  entirely  different  from  the  contract 
put  before  the  House  before.  Far  from  being 
anxious  to  upset  that  contract,  I  am  anxious  to 
carry  it  out;  and  the  House  should  not  run 
away  with  the  idea  that  anything  done  now  is 
a  breach  of  contract,  because  the  whole  thing 
is  being  changed — the  whole  of  the  details  of 
the  matter  are  beiug  completely  changed,  that 
is,  as  to  mining  rights,  the  land-grant,  and 
in  other  ways.  When  we  realise  how  gross  was 
the  mismanagement  which  has  brought  us  into 
the  position  of  having  to  revise  the  contract,  I 
am  sure  that  every  one  must  agree  that  the 
House  cannot  be  too  careful  in  going  care- 
fully into  the  meaning  of  every  word  in  the 
contract  before  it  is  decided. 

Mr.  FULTON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  has  expressed  very  much  my  own 
opinion.  Doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the  land 
mentioned  in  this  clause  has  not  now  been  cast 
here  for  the  first  time.  It  has  been  cast  by 
the  late  Premier  of  the  colony.  That  doubt 
is  referred  to  in  the  correspondence  from  Mr. 
McDonnell,  the  agent  of  the  company.  The 
letter  I  cannot  put  my  hand  on  at  this  moment 
— it  has  not  been  printed,  but  it  was  before  the 
Committee.  This  is  the  way  the  thing  strikes 
me :  The  company  have  desired,  for  the  purpose 
of  finance,  a  distinct  guarantee.  What  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  has  just 
road  plainly  shows  that  the  company  ask  for  a 
guarantee ;  and  the  company  say,  "It  is  hope- 
less for  us  to  think  the  contract  can  go  on 
without  that  guarantee  being  given  " — a  gua- 
rantee of  money  or  value.  One  honourable 
gentleman  has  talked  about  '*  clearly ;"  but 
that  term  seems  absurd  when  such  an  involved 
clause  as  this  is  concerned,  because  we  are  not 
all  lawyers — I  cannot  say  I  am  very  sorry  for 
that.  What  they  ask  for  is  a  distinct  guarantee^ 
and  we  either  ingeniously,  or  by  glossing  over 
the  meaning  of  what  we  propose  in  the  con- 
tract, put  forth  this  clause.  What  will  the  com- 
pany say  when  this  clause  gets  Home  ?  They 
will  say,  **This  is  the  reply  to  our  request  for  a 
guarantee."  Sir,  if  we  accept  it  we  may  be  quite 
sure  they  will  look  upon  it  as  a  distinct  money- 
guarantee.  That  is  the  way  I  look  upon  it. 
Shall  it  be  said  that  this  Parliament,  by  an 
ingenious  device,  kept  out  of  view  the  pos- 
sibility, I  will  not  say  the  probability,  of  the 
land  not  being  of  the  value  stated? — will  it 
keep  silence,  evade  the  question,  and  thus 
leave  to  persons  in  the  future  the  possibility 
of  coming  down  on  us  and  saying,  "  When 
we  asked  you  for  a  distinct  guarantee  you 
passed  this  clause;  we  accepted  it,  and  we 
looked  upon  it  as  a  distinct  guarantee,  and  wo 
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now  hold  you  to  that:  it  is  not  so  much  a 
question  of  law,  but  in  all  equity  and  fairness 
you  must  supplement  your  past  concessions  by 
giving  us  what  we  have  a  fair  right  to  de- 
mand"? If  wo  pass  this  clause  without  put- 
ting in  some  such  words  as  have  been  suggested, 
that  will  be  the  case.  I  do  not  say  for  a 
moment  that  the  words  in  the  clause  are  not 
sufficient.  I  believe  the  words  are  sufhcient; 
but,  as  I  have  said  before,  doubts  have  been 
-cast  on  the  value  of  the  property,  and,  unless 
they  arc  met  fairly  and  squarely,  we  are  evad- 
ing our  duty,  and  making  ourselves  parties,  at 
any  rate,  by  silence  to  that  which  may  land  us 
in  future  difficulties. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — If  the  doctrine  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  is  to  be  the  doctrine 
which  is  to  guide  us  in  future  in  making  agree- 
ments, contracts  will  become  somewliat  in- 
volved ;  and  if  wo  are  to  put  in  not  only  what 
we  mean  but  what  we  do  not  mean  we  shall 
throw  very  great  difficulty  on  those  who  have  to 
get  at  the  meaning  attached  to  the  contracts. 
Now,  tlic  honourable  gentleman  states  that 
this  document  may  be  interpreted  by  three 
sets  of  persona  —  by  law3'erR,  by  this  House, 
and  by  the  company  at  Home.  With  re- 
gard to  the  company  at  Home,  I  think  we  can 
dismiss  them  altogether  from  consideration, 
because  I  find  from  the  communications  be- 
tween the  company  and  tlie  Agent- General  that 
there  is  no  want  of  legal  acumen  among  them, 
and  that  they  arc  perfectly  able  to  distinguish 
what  are  their  rights  under  the  contract  and 
what  are  not.  We  need  not  trouble  to  protect 
these  innocent  gentlemen — who  are  more  than 
competent  to  look  after  their  rights — at  Home  ; 
but  we  can  keep  our  zeal  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  colony.  Even  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri  admits  that  the  clause  as 
it  stands  could  only  be  **  assumed "  by  the 
company  to  give  a  particular  right  to  them,  and 
that  it  really  gives  no  more  than  it  purports  to 
give.  Thus  the  honourable  gentleman  admits 
that  the  clause  is  sufficient.  I  have  not  heard 
any  lawyer  have  the  hardihood  to  say  that,  as 
A  matter  of  interpretation,  any  one,  under  such 
a  contract  as  this,  could  have  a  claim  because 
he  was  not  expressly  excluded  from  it.  No  one 
•contends  that  a  contract  can  be  held  to  give 
more  than  is  expressed,  or  that  it  can  be  held 
to  give  anything  because  it  is  not  expressly 
stated  that  it  is  not  given.  I  have  not  heard 
any  one  say  in  this  House  that  this  contract 
does  give  anything  more  than  a  specific  claim 
to  the  company  to  select  this  land.  Now,  if 
the  only  objection  to  the  proposed  amendment 
were  that  it  would  be  surplusage,  there  might 
bo  some  reason  for  giving  way  to  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  are  so  eager  to  pat  in  an 
interpretation  clause — for  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  nothing  more :  an  assertion  that  the 
•company  shall  not  have  what  it  is  nowhere 
said  they  shall  have.  But  we  have  the  rest  of 
the  contract  to  go  through  ;  and,  if  we  are  not 
to  amend  all  parts  of  it  in  this  way,  according 
to  the  views  of  some  honourable  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  and  who  are  so  stupid  that 
they  cannot  understand  the  most  simple  clause, 
Mr,  Fulton 


then  I  do  not  know  what  mischief  may  be  done 
by  these  words.  We  have  other  parts  of  the 
contract  to  interpret,  and,  if  in  the  future  this 
contract  should  come  before  us  for  interpreta- 
tion, it  may  be  that  one  of  the  arguments 
used  would  be,  *'  Look  how  careful  you  were 
with  regard  to  this  particular  clause.  You  pat 
in  not  only  what  you  meant,  but  what  you  did 
not  mean.  Why  were  you  not  so  particular 
with  regard  to  the  other  clauses?*' — ^because 
there  are,  no  doubt,  other  clauses  under  which 
the  company  might  set  up  claims  against  the 
colony,  and,  if  you  do  not  surround  them  with 
the  same  careful  interpretation,  it  may  be 
stated  that,  inasmuch  as  we  did  not  do  in 
the  other  clauses  what  we  are  asked  to  do 
in  this  one,  but  left  them  open  to  ques- 
tion, the  company  might  have  other  claims  to 
prefer  in  the  future.  I  want  to  know  why  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  suggest  at  all 
that  there  can  be  any  claim  such  as  he  has 
suggested  against  the  colony  under  this  clause. 
I  suppose  he  will  admit  it  would  be  bad 
draftsmanship  to  exclude  by  special  words 
anything  in  a  contract  that  is  not  suggested  by 
the  plain  meaning  of  the  words  themselves. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  does  suggest, 
by  the  amendment  he  proposes,  that  there  is 
a  claim  against  the  colony.  With  regard 
to  what  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke*8 
Bay  has  stated  as  to  the  opinion  of  the  Soli- 
citor-General, I  submit  that  no  opinion  was 
given  by  the  Solicitor-General  at  all.  But  I 
think  that  all  that  was  given  was  a  very  ill- 
advised  and  hastily-drawn  amendment,  which 
would  not  carry  out  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  wished.  We  know  very  well  that 
the  Solicitor-General  is  overworked,  and  some- 
times, like  other  lawyers,  he  drafts  clauses 
which  have  a  different  effect  from  tliat  which 
is  intended.  No  doubt  this  will  show  that, 
and  honourable  members  will  see  it  im- 
diately  they  read  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Solicitor-General.  [Amendment  read.] 
The  amendment  of  the  Solicitor-General  sug- 
gests that  the  company  acquires  by  the  con- 
tract claims  other  than  those  meant  by  the 
words  of  the  clause  if  left  by  themselves.  He 
says  that  "such  further  selection  shall  be  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  claims " — not,  as  he 
ought  to  have  said,  *'  the  right  to  select," 
but  the  actual  selection.  Supposing  they  had 
not  made  a  selection,  we  should  have  the 
company  using  the  amendment  as  showing 
that  they  had  a  claim  which  the  non-selection 
would  entitle  them  to  enforce.  I  submit  we 
ought  to  take  groat  care  that  we  do  not  fall 
into  errors,  and  I  think  we  are  much  more 
liable  to  fall  into  errors  owing  to  the  excessive 
care  that  honourable  members  are  evincing  by 
insisting  on  the  amendment  in  this  clause 
than  by  leaving  the  clause  as  it  is. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.  — The  remarks  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  are  most  extraordinary,  and 
suggest  the  question  whether  he  is  acting  for 
the  company  or  for  the  colony.  It  really  looks 
as  if  he  were  holding  a  brief  for  the  company 
as  against  the  colony  and  had  a  very  bad  case. 
He  says  there  is  no  risk  of  the  guarantee  ques- 
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taon  being  raised.  1  think  there  is.  What  is  the 
position?  The  value  of  the  land  to  be  granted 
to  the  company  was  nominally  £1,250,000. 
The  people  at  Homo  put  that  forth  as  a  sub- 
stantial guarantee.  The  company  inserted  a 
covenant  to  that  effect  in  their  draft  deed,  and 
it  is  chiefly  on  that  account  that  the  matter 
is  now  before  the  House.  Surely,  then,  no 
possibility  of  a  loophole  for  liability  should  be 
allowed.  Honourable  members  supporting  the 
amendment  say  that  clause  3  is  not  absolutely 
clear.  The  Solicitor-General  supports  that 
view,  and  suggests  an  addition.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  differs;  and.  Sir,  how  does  he  get 
over  the  adverse  opinion  of  the  Solicitor-Gene- 
ral? First,  he  denies  that  any  opinion  was 
given ;  next,  he  says  it  was  given,  but  it  was 
ill-advised;  and,  in  the  third  place,  he  avors 
that  the  Solicitor-General  purposely  did  not  say 
what  he  meant. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  said  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.  — Sir,  I  took  down  his 
words,  but  shall  be  happy  to  withdraw  what  I 
have  said  if  I  have  misconstrued  them.  He 
said  the  Solicitor-General  had  given  no  opinion ; 
then  that  he  had  drawn  out  the  opinion 
clumsily — that  he  was  overworked,  and  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  in  a  manner  like  many  otlier 
lawyers — in  a  loose  manner.  I  also  understood 
him  to  say  that  the  Solicitor-General  did  not 
mean  what  he  said.  I  would  remind  honour- 
able members  who  oppose  this  amendment  of 
the  responsibility  they  will  incur  if,  by  refusing 
to  clear  up  a  possible  doubt  in  the  clause,  they 
land  the  colony  in  a  liability  to  guarantee  the 
£1,250,000.  Surely,  if  there  be  any  doubt  at  all 
the  colony  should  get  the  benefit  of  it.  We 
are  legislating  for  the  colony,  not  for  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  I  am  susceptible 
when  I  see  such  a  reflection  cast  upon  the 
public  estate  of  the  West  Coast,  and  the  East 
Coast  as  well,  as  is  sought  to  be  cast  upon  it  by 
the  amendment.  I  say  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est possibility  of  the  contingency  which  is  to  be 
met  by  this  provision.  To  say  that  we  give  a 
right  to  selection  over  the  authorised  area  as 
shown  on  the  map,  simply  with  the  land  taken 
out  for  mining  purposes,  and  give  a  right  of 
timber  over  a  large  portion  of  the  area,  and 
that  together  there  is  not  value  for  £1,250,000, 
is  altogether  so  erroneous  that  I  wonder  any 
honourable  member  con  give  credence  to  such 
a  statement.  It  would  appear  to  me  that 
those  honourable  members  who  are  moving 
in  the  direction  of  this  amendment  desire  to 
create  in  the  minds  of  the  company  an  impres- 
sion that  they  are  not  having  sufficient  land 
whereby  they  may  reap  the  £1,250,000.  They 
have  doubts  in  their  own  minds,  and,  be- 
cause of  that,  they  wish  to  create  the  same 
doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
company.  Tliere  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
it  would  be  doing  wrong  to  the  colony  to  say 
that  the  land  would  not  raise  the  paltry  sum  of 
£1,250,000  to  the  company.  Anybody  who  has 
been  in  the  country  and  knows  it  will  admit  at 
once  that  time  has  been  lost  and  wasted  in  dis- 
cussing this  amendment,  which  is  simply  the 


height  of  absurdity.  When  the  original  Bill 
was  before  the  House  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Taieri  was  not  so  susceptible  as  he  is 
now,  nor  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay.  At  that  time  —  in  1884  —  they  placed 
upon  the  Statute  Book  an  Act  to  provide  that 
not  one  acre  of  this  land  should  be  valued 
at  less  than  10s.  per  acre.  Now,  they  have 
given  the  right  of  selection  over  an  increased 
area  by  doing  away  with  the  alternate  blocks. 
I  say  there  is  no  danger  that  the  company 
will  not  reap  the  amount  specified  by  this 
clause.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it  in  my  mind, 
and  I  am  positive  there  is  no  doubt  of  it 
in  the  mind  of  the  company.  The  company 
were  satisfied  with  the  original  proposals  as 
far  as  they  related  to  getting  the  amount  set 
down,  £1,250,000.  This  amendment  throws  a 
doubt  on  it,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  moved  to 
create  a  doubt.  If  tlie  Legislature  thinks  it 
necessary  to  make  such  a  proviso,  those  at 
Home  will  undoubtedly  construe  it  to  mean 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  here  think  that 
they  are  not  getting  good  value.  If  there  is 
any  doubt  in  the  muids  of  any  honourable 
members  that  the  company  will  not  get  its 
value,  the  right  and  proper  thing  to  do  would  be 
to  increase  the  area  at  once.  It  would  be  the 
fairest  course  to  increase  the  area ;  but  some 
members  in  one  breath  say  there  is  sufficient 
in  the  area  to  give  the  amount,  and  in  the  next 
breath  they  say  it  is  not  there,  and  the  colony 
is  responsible.  I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  creat- 
ing this  doubt,  AS  I  am  well  satisfied  that  there 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  provide  the  amount 
required  ;  and  time  will  prove  it.  So  far  as  the 
company  have  gone  on  with  their  operations, 
and  so  far  as  they  have  made  their  selection,  it  is 
well  known  that  tiiey  are  getting  a  large  royalty 
for  the  timber  on  the  land.  I  trust  the  House 
will  not  listen  to  any  more  of  this  discussion. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  reasonable  for  mem- 
bers who  have  not  seen  the  country,  and  who, 
to  a  certain  extent,  are  prejudiced  against  it,  to 
throw  a  doubt  on  the  information  which  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Sur\'eyor- General  of  the 
colony  as  to  the  value  of  the  land.  It  is  cast- 
ing a  reflection  on  his  opinion  to  carry  this 
amendment,  and  I  will  not  be  a  party  to  it. 
The  amendment  will  do  an  injustice  to  the  dis- 
trict, and  I  resent  it. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  have  been  wondering  all  this 
evening  what  it  is  we  have  been  talking  about. 
It  appears  to  me  we  have  been  wasting  a  very 
great  deal  of  time.  Another  thing  that  struck 
me  very  forcibly  was  that  it  was  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  any  Legislature  to  have  so  many 
legal  gentlemen  in  the  House.  Many  honour- 
able members  in  their  private  concerns  have 
had  painful  experience  of  their  lawyers  and  of 
the  difference  of  opinion  of  lawyers.  There  are 
so  many  lawyers  on  one  side  who  say  this,  and 
so  many  on  the  other  who  say  that ;  emd  my 
opinion  is  that  it  is  better  to  throw  the  lawyers 
overboard  altogether  and  take  a  common-sense 
view  of  the  difficulty,  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  those  who  do  this  will  be  more  nearly  in 
the  right  than  the  legal  men.  Any  one  who 
looks  at  this  clause  from  a  businesslike  point 
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of  view  and  says  the  colony  will  be  called  upon 
to  pay  cash  is,  I  think,  entirely  wrong.  What 
does  it  say  ?  It  says  that  the  company  may, 
within  six  months  thereafter,  select  further 
land  out  of  the  land  then  remaining  un- 
selected,  and  described  as  available  for  selec- 
tion under  section  2  hereof,  to  the  extent  of 
such  land  then  remaining  so  available.  Now, 
if  that  docs  not  lay  down  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly that  the  company  shall  select  land  if 
any  deficiency  is  shown  to  exist,  I  cannot  un- 
derstand the  meanmg  of  the  words ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West 
would  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  litiga- 
tion which  he  and  his  friends  so  much  depre- 
cate. I  believe  that  the  language  is  perfectly 
clear,  and  that  if  the  company  should  not 
realise  what  they  expect — £1,250,000 — they  can 
only  get  the  land  and  nothing  else  to  make 
up  the  deficiency.  I  believe  that  any  Court 
would  hold  that.  I  will  go  further,  and  say 
this :  Even  supposing  the  colony  did  have  to 
pay  money  for  the  deficiency,  what  would  it 
matter  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  FISH.— An  honourable  gentleman  says, 
"  Oh,  oh !  "  but  if  the  land  is  worth  so  much 
per  acre  and  you  retain  the  land  and  pay  so 
much  cash,  where  is  the  difference  7 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  would  have  to  give 
cash  and  land. 

Mr.  FISH. — You  have  no  occasion  to  give  the 
cash  and  land.  If  the  Government  have  put  a 
proper  price  upon  the  land  you  might  as  well 
guarantee  the  value  of  it  as  not ;  but  I  maintain 
that  there  can  be  no  claim  upon  the  colony  for 
any  money.  I  have  heard  references  to-night  to 
the  late  Premier  and  to  some  remarks  he  made 
on  this  subject,  to  the  effect  that  this  land  was 
worthless.  A  good  deal  has  been  made  out  of 
that  statement,  not  by  his  friends,  but  by  his 
enemies.  The  late  Premier  no  doubt  did  say 
that  the  land  was  worthless;  but  he  did  not 
mean  that  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  now  used 
against  him.  No  doubt  what  he  meant  was 
that  without  the  railway  the  land  is  worthless : 
but  when  the  railway  is  made  it  will  be  a 
very  different  matter.  I  take  leave  to  express 
my  opinion  that  the  land  is  compamtively 
worthless  as  regards  the  advantages  which  the 
colony  derives  from  it  at  the  present  time ; 
but  it  will  be  a  very  different  matter  when 
this  railway  is  ma-de,  and  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  loss  to  the  colony 
in  this  transaction.  I  will  go  further  and 
say  that,  if  the  colony  had  to  pay  £200,000  or 
£800,000  in  actual  cash,  still  that  would 
be  a  very  small  sum  to  pay  when  we  con- 
sider the  benefit  that  will  be  derived  by  the 
colony  from  the  construction  of  this  railway. 
Honourable  members  seem  to  lose  sight  of 
the  state  of  the  country  at  the  present  time. 
The  Premier  tells  us  that  we  cannot  spend 
very  much  more  money  out  of  loan — that  we 
have  not  got  it  to  spend.  We  have  here  a 
chance  of  importing  into  this  country  a  sum 
of  nearly  three  millions  of  money  to  be  spent 
upon  public  works.  Do  honourable  gentle- 
Mr,  Fish 


men  who  oppose  this  contract  say  that  that 
is  nothing?  Why,  if  it  will  give  employ- 
ment to  three  or  four  thousand  men  for  some 
years  to  come,  is  not  that  worth  something 
to  us?  I  say  that  if  we  have  to  pay  hard 
cash  at  the  end  of  ten  years  to  the  amount  of 
£250,000  we  should  be  glad  to  do  it  in  order 
to  obtain  these  advantages.  We  are  splitting 
hairs  here  to-night.  We  have  agreed  to  the 
principle  that  this  railway  shall  be  carried  on. 
Why  should  we  not  give  effect  to  the  decision 
which  the  House  has  come  to  ?  I  think  there 
has  been  misrepresentation  about  this  matter, 
too.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  say  that  the 
Solicitor-Generars  opinion  is  that  the  clause  as 
it  at  present  stands  makes  the  colony  liable 
for  the  money-payment.  I  do  not  look'at  that 
opinion  in  the  same  light  as  some  honourable 
gentlemen  do;  and  if  members  will  read  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  upon  which  the 
letter  was  written  to  the  Solicitor- General,  and 
his  reply,  they  will  find  it  comes  to  this: 
He  does  not  say  the  company  will  have  a 
claim  for  cash  imder  the  clause  as  it  stands. 
He  simply  says,  If  you  like  to  add  a  few 
words,  well  and  good ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  as 
I  read  the  answer,  he  looks  upon  them  as 
mere  surplusage.  That  is  what  I  think  the 
Solicitor-General  says.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  do  put  these  few  words  at  the  end  jon 
really  imply  a  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  the 
security ;  and,  whilst  we  may  know  that 
there  is  nothing  in  that  doubt,  it  may  have 
a  considerable  effect  upon  the  English  money- 
lenders who  are  supplying  the  company  with 
this  money,  and  it  may  result  in  the  cata- 
strophe of  our  not  getting  the  railway  at  all. 
I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter  except  the 
interest  of  a  colonist  and  a  member  of  this 
House — I  have  no  immediate  or  direct  interest 
in  the  line  to  be  constructed ;  but  I  do  think 
that  it  is  a  work  of  colonial  importance,  and 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  whole 
colony  that  we  should  have  introduced  into  the 
colony  at  the  present  juncture  foreign  capital — 
especially  when  we  are  going  to  give  nothing 
in  return  except  what  I  may  call  a  few  barren 
acres.  I  do  trust  that  honourable  members 
will  not  debate  this  matter  further.  They  in- 
dorsed the  principle :  let  them  leave  the  cany- 
ing-out  of  the  details,  so  far  as  the  contract  is 
concerned,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
I  feel  x>erfectly  certain  that  Ministers  wUl  sur- 
round the  contract  with  sufficient  safeguards  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  colony.  Let  us  pass 
this  contract,  and  get  on  to  other  business. 

Mr.  BARRON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  says  that  he  has  only  the  in- 
terest of  a  colonist  and  a  member  of  this  House 
in  this  matter.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  as  a  colonist 
and  as  a  member  of  this  House  that  I  think  it 
is  our  duty  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  colony 
against  the  interests  of  a  small  section  of  the 
colony.  The  colony  did  not  initiate  this  work 
as  a  national  work  which  should  be  constructed 
for  the  national  advantage.  This  work  was 
notoriously  pressed  on  the  attention  of  this 
House  simply  on  account  of  local  interests.  It 
came  pressed  upon  the  House  by  the  agitati<» 
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of  a  small  part  of  the  colony,  and  has  heen 
before  us  ever  since  1884. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  you  call  150,000  people  a 
small  section  of  the  community  I  agree  with 
you ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  you  are  labour- 
ing under  a  considerable  misapprehension  when 
you  speak  of  this  work  as  being  only  to  the 
advantage  of  a  small  section  of  the  community. 

Mr.  BARRON. —  I  am  sorry  to  hurt  the 
honourable  member's  feelings  by  implying  that 
the  section  of  the  colony  he  represents  is  a 
small  section.  I  merely  want  to  draw  this  dis- 
tinction :  that  the  work  was  not  initiated  by 
Parliament  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  but 
was  brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament  by 
a  small  section  of  the  community — by  a  small 
section  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  simply 
in  the  interests  of  members  of  the  constituencies 
which  they  represented.  That  is  a  fact  that 
should  not  be  forgotten.  And,  having  initiated 
this  work,  they  have  managed  by  their  impor- 
tunity for  some  years  to  get  it  thrust  upon  the 
Legislature  ;  and,  having  worked  from  veiy 
small  beginnings,  they  have  brought  us  to  this 
point,  at  which  wo  have  to  decide  finally  upon 
a  contract  which  is  now  before  us,  and  which 
departs  very  materially  from  the  lines  laid 
down  when  the  House  first  sanctioned  the 
work  as  a  result  of  the  pressure  I  have  de- 
scribed. Well,  I  say  that,  having  got  into  this 
position,  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  we  do  not 
get  further  into  a  position  with  this  company 
which  might  expose  the  colony  to  further 
dangers.  And,  while  it  is  our  duty* to  protect 
the  colony,  I  do  not  think  that  we  need  trouble 
much  about  what  is  or  what  is  not  to  the  detri- 
ment of  those  with  whom  we  are  dealing,  or  the 
capitalists  who  are  taking  up  this  work.  We 
may  be  sure  that  they  are  exceedingly  shrewd 
people,  who  know  how  to  look  after  them- 
selves ;  and  it  will  be  a  strange  thing — in  fact, 
altogether  a  new  departure — if  the  result  of 
carrving  out  this  contract  should  be  that  they 
would  lose  anything.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
We  may  be  perfectly  certain  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  to  the  colony  of  carrying 
out  this  contract,  this  is  quite  certain :  that 
those  who  put  their  money  into  it  will  make  a 
great  deal  more  out  of  it.  I  should  urge  upon 
members  of  this  House  not  to  be  persuaded  by 
the  arguments  we  have  heard  into  doing  that 
which  might  be  misleading.  We  do  not  want 
to  go  forth  even  a  bare  suspicion  that  we  are 
deceiving  any  one.  The  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  is  a 
provision  which  any  of  us,  were  we  conducting 
these  negotiations  on  our  own  account,  would 
insist  upon,  and  therefore  I  think  we  should  in- 
sist upon  it  as  a  measure  of  protection  for  the 
interests  of  the  colony  as  against  the  syndicate 
of  capitalists,  who  are  well  able  to  look  after 
their  own  interests. 

Mr.  PERGUS.—The  honourable  member  who 
last  spoke  has  urged  that  the  colony  did  not 
initiate  this  work ;  but  I  would  point  out  that 
the  Legislature  has  sanctioned  this  work,  and 
that  therefore  the  colony  has  been  committed 
to  it — very  much  against  my  will,  I  may  say, 
for  it  has  always  had  my  strongest  opposi- 


tion. We  have  entered  into  a  contract  with 
them — ^a  most  unrighteous  one,  I  hold — one 
infinitely  worse  for  the  colony  than  the  one 
which  we  eae  now  discussing.  I  have  not 
heard  a  single  legal  gentleman  say  distinctly 
that  the  colony  would  be  committed  in  any 
shape  or  form  to  any  claim  from  the  com- 
pany in  a  monetfiury  sense.  They  only  say  it 
might  be  so — legal  proceedings  might  be  taken ; 
but,  if  any  legal  gentleman  of  ordinary  acumen 
would  give  it  as  his  positive  belief  that  the 
colony  would  be  involved  in  monetary  diffi- 
culties provided  there  was  not  sufficient  land, 
I  would  gladly  oppose  the  clause  which  is  be- 
fore the  House  at  the  present  time.  I  would 
go  still  further  than  that.  The  contract  under 
discussion,  as  it  has  been  drafted,  and  as  it 
has  been  approved  by  the  company,  conserves 
for  the  benefit  of  the  miners  of  the  West  Coast 
750,000  acres  of  auriferous  land,  or  presumably 
auriferous  land;  and  that  takes  away  one 
of  the  objections  I  had  to  the  contract  in 
former  times,  when  I  pointed  out  that  the 
digger  was  being  hedged  in  day  by  day  with 
fresh  restrictions,  driving  him  away  from  his 
occupation,  until  at  last  he  would  be  driven 
into  the  sea.  Even  if  the  lawyers  in  the  House 
could  prove  to  me  that  the  colony  would  be 
liable  for  some  monetary  consideration  through 
the  land  not  realising  as  much  as  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Committee  believe  it  will  realise, 
I  should  infinitely  prefer  the  present  contract 
under  this  condition  to  the  contract  which  was 
in  existence  previously.  I  cannot  think  for  a 
single  moment  that  if  this  matter  had  to  come 
up  again  it  would  receive  the  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment as  it  has  done — I  know  that  I  should  be  a 
most  uncompromising  enemy  to  it ;  but,  seeing 
that  we  have  committed  ourselves,  that  we 
have  signed  a  contract,  it  is  our  duty  now  to 
drag  the  colony  out  of  the  mess  in  which  it 
has  been  landed,  and  to  retain  our  own  honour. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  cannot  quite  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  when 
he  talks  of  this  contract  being  more  favour- 
able to  the  colony  than  the  one  first  drafted. 
We  are  making  concessions  of  the  same  cha- 
racter  

Mr.  FERGUS.— -The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  understand  me :  it  was  only  in 
reference  to  the  consideration  given  to  the  gold- 
miners  that  I  was  speaking ;  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  concession  of  lands  at  all. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL, — I  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  that  he  would  rather, 
under  the  present  contract,  pay  £200,000  to 
the  S3mdicatc  in  cash  than  adhere  to  the  con- 
tract which  this  proposed  contract  will  super- 
sede. But,  even  as  regards  the  miners,  our  con- 
tract was  better  for  them  than  the  present  one. 
The  contract  arranged  by  the  late  Government, 
without  reference  to  the  present  amendments, 
gave  an  enormous  amount  of  land  to  the 
miner.  I  agree  with  most  of  the  proposals 
now  being  made  in  this  contract,  because  I 
consider  that  it  is  a  way  of  getting  the  line 
constructed ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  say  that 
we  are  not  making  further  concessions  to  the 
company,  and  that  we  are  not  further  hedg- 
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mg  in  and  putting  more  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  miners  than  was  the  case  with  the 
contract  hefore  its  amendment.  As  the  con- 
tract stood,  as  it  was  sent  Home  to  England, 
as  a  matter  of  fact  the  advice  of  the  hest  law- 
yers in  England  showed  that  there  was  such 
a  large  latitude  and  power  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  way  of  enahling  them  to  take 
land  for  mining  purposes  that  the  company 
asked  for  a  guarantee,  on  the  express  and  ab- 
solute declaration  that  it  was  because  of  the 
power  the  Government  possessed  of  taking  the 
land  for  mining  purposes  that  it  was  necessary 
to  ask  for  a  guarantee :  hence  they  asked  for  the 
amendment  in  that  and  other  directions. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Sir,  as  the  minutes  of 
the  Committee  have  been  so  often  referred  to, 
I  beg  leave  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  will  ask  that  they  be 
printed.  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  tho 
minutes  of  these  proceedings  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  think  it 
wise  that  they  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 
They  deal  with  the  affairs  of  a  company,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  company's  affairs  should  be 
made  public  property. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  suggest  to  add 
to  the  motion,  *'  temporarily,  till  this  debate  is 
done." 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  think  there  is  a  good 
deal  in  what  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  West  says,  and  suggest  that  the  honour- 
able member  should  withdraw  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  I  am  quite  in  tho 
hands  of  the  House.  It  was  pointed  out  to  mo 
that  it  was  the  custom  to  put  the  minutes  on 
the  table,  and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  as 
they  liave  been  so  constantly  mentioned. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Could  they  not  lie  upon  the 
table  so  that  members  might  see  them  ? 

ISIajor  ATKINSON. — Members  can  see  them 
at  any  time  by  applying  to  the  Clerk,  just  as  if 
they  were  here ;  only  if  they  are  on  the  table 
they  are  open  for  publication. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  do  not  wish  to  be  factious, 
but  I  do  not  see  what  objection  there  can  bo  to 
the  minutes  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARRON.— I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
hope  the  House  will  consent  to  the  minutes 
lying  on  the  table.  I  am  sure  honourable 
members  would  like  to  look  at  them  to  see  what 
transpiredf  in  connection  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee.  I  think  it  is  rather  unusual 
that  the  report  of  a  Committee  should  be  con- 
sidered and  a  debate  of  this  kind  should  be 
brought  on  without  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee having  been  laid  on  the  table  to  give 
honourable  members  any  information  they 
may  require. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  minutes  of  the  Midland  Railway  Committee 
lie  on  the  table." 

Ayes,  29. 


Buchanan 

Goldie 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Cowan 

Grey 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Duncan 

Hamlin 

Mills 

Feldwick 

Hodgkinson 

Moat 

Fitchett 

Macarthur 

Monk 

Sir  J,  Vogel 

Moss  Tanner  Wilson 

Newman  Thompson,  R.    Withy. 

Peacock  Thompson,  T.  Tellers, 

Russell  Ward  Allen 

S.-Menteath      Whyte  Barran. 

Noes,  46. 
Atkinson  Hobbs  Reeves,  B.H.J. 

Ballance  Jackson  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Blake  Jones  Richardson,  E. 

Bruce  Joyce  Richardson,  G. 

Buxton  Kerr  Samuel 

Dodson  Lance  Seddon 

Fergus  Levestam  Seymour 

Fisher  Loughrey  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Fitzherbcrt        Marchant  Taylor 

Eraser  McGregor  Valentine 

Fulton  O'Callaghan      Vogel 

Graham  O 'Conor  Walker. 

Grimmond         Parata 
Guinness  Pearson  Tellers, 

Hall  Perceval  Steward,  W.  J. 

Hislop  Pyko  Tumbull. 

Pair. 
For.  Against, 

Anderson.  Fish. 

Majority  against.  17. 

Motion  lost. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  was  asked  by  several 
honourable  gentlemen  during  the  discussion 
to  make  it  clear  what  tho  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  was  as  to  this  clause.  I  have 
got  it  here,  and  will  read  it :  "  In  my  opinion  I 
think  that. clause  3  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
company  having  a  claim  to  any  money." 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
after  the  numerals  *  £1,250,000,'  in  the  middle 
of  the  clause,  tho  following  words  be  inserted : 
*  the  only  remedy  of  the  company  in  respect 
of  such  difierence  of  value,  if  any,  shall  be  a 
right  on  the  part  of.* " 

Ayes,  3d. 
Barron  Izard  Russell 

Bruce  Kelly  S.-Menteath 

Cowan  Lawry  Thompson,  R. 

Duncan  Macarthur         Thompson,  T. 

Feldwick  Mackenzie,  M.  Ward 

Fisher  Mackenzie,  T.  Whyte 

Fitchett  Mills  Wilson 

Fulton  Moat  Withy. 

Goldie  Monk 

Grey  Moss  Tellers, 

Hamlin  Newman  Allan 

Hodgkinson       Peacock  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Noes,  39. 
Atkinson  Joyce  Seddon 

Ballance  Kerr  Seymour 

Beetham  Lance  Steward,  W.  J. 

Blake  Levestam  Taiwhanga 

Buxton  Loughrey  Tanner 

Dodson  McGregor  Taylor 

Graham  Mitchelson         Tumbull 

Grimmond         O'Conor  Valentine 

Guinness  Parata  Vogel 

Hall  Pearson  Walker. 

Hislop  Perceval  Tellers, 

Hobbs  Reeves,  W.  P.   O'Callagban 

Jackson  Richardson,  E.  Samuel. 

Jones 
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Far. 
Anderson. 


Paib. 


Against. 
Fish. 


Majority  against,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That,  in  the  words  **  available  for  selec- 
tion under  section  2  hereof  to  the  extent  of 
such  land,"  the  word  "  only  "  be  inserted  after 
the  word  "  hereof." 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  suppose 
there  will  be  any  objection  to  the  insertion  of 
that  word.    It  can  certainly  do  no  harm. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  why  that 
word  should  be  inserted.  What  force  has  it  ? 
I  think  we  had  far  better  leave  the  clause  as  it 
stands.  We  have  had  some  experience  of  the 
«*no  harm"  amendments  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  past.  I  remember  the 
Stamp  Act,  in  which  he  inserted  an  amend- 
ment which  he  said  would  do  no  harm;  but 
it  was  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWAKT.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  is  mistaken.  I  never  made  any 
mistake  in  regard  to  that  question  in  the 
House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  be  inserted." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Barron 

Buchanan 

Cowan 

Duncan 

Fold  wick 

Fitchett 

Goldie 

Grey 

Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buxton 

Dodson 

Fisher 

Fulton 

Graham 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Hall 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Izard 


For, 


Ayes,  28. 
Hodgkinson 
Kelly 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
l\Ioab 
Monk 
Moss 
Newman 
Russell 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Noes,  46. 
Jackson 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lance 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Loughrey 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Peacock 
Pearson 

Pair. 


S.-!Menteath 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Wilson. 


Reeves,  W.  P. 

Richardson,  E. 

Samuel 

Seddon 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Taiwhanga 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

TumbuU 

Vogol 

Walker. 

Tellers. 
Perceval 
Valentine. 


Ross. 


Fish. 


Against. 


Majority  against,  18. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  paragraph  agreed 
to. 

"  4.  That,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  clause 
9  hereof,  the  company  shall  be  at  liberty 
from  time  to  time,  and  when  and  as  it  in 


its  discretion  shall  think  fit,  to  select  and 
take  from  any  part  of  the  authorised  area 
available  for  selection  under  section  2  hereof 
so  much  of  the  lands  as  it  shall  have  earned  or 
become  entitled  to  in  respect  of  any  completed 
section  or  sections  of  the  said  railway,  in 
accordance  with  the  original  contract  and 
these  presents,  and  the  company,  in  exercising 
such  selection,  shall  not  bo  compelled  to  take 
any  lands  upon  the  alternate -block  system 
unless  they  shall  so  think  fit ;  and  thereupon, 
as  soon  as  the  land  selected  shall  have  been 
surveyed  as  provided  by  the  said  Act,  the  com- 
pany shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  warrant 
from  the  Governor,  on  behalf  of  the  Qaeen, 
directing  the  District  Land  Registrar  of  the 
district  in  which  the  land  dealt  with  is  situated 
to  issue  a  certificate  to  the  company,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  the  company  shall 
direct,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  autho- 
rised by  law  :  Provided  that  the  Queen  or  the 
Government  of  the  colony  shall  not  be  liable 
to  the  company  for  any  delay  in  making  any 
such  survey,  or  in  the  issue  of  any  warrant  or 
certificate  as  aforesaid  ;  but  the  company  shall 
be  entitled,  after  making  any  such  selection 
under  the  original  contract  and  these  presents, 
to  enter  upon  the  land  selected.  And  the 
Governor,  on  behalf  of  the  Queen,  or  such 
person  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  autliorise 
in  that  behalf,  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  bo,  issue  and  give  to  the  company,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  the  company  shall 
direct,  such  instrument  or  authority  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defmo  generally  the  situation  "and 
area  of  the  land  so  selected  and  the  title  of  the 
company  thereto." 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — At  the  end  of  this  para- 
graph I  wish  to  add  the  following  proviso: 
"  Provided  also  the  selection  and  acquirement 
of  any  lands  within  tlio  authorised  area,  and 
within  a  mining  district,  and  which  said  lauds 
may  abut  on  any  river  or  watercourse,  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  give  any  right  or  title  to  the  flow 
of  any  watercourse  or  water  therein,  and  no 
damage  shall  be  recoverable  for  the  pollution 
of  such  water,  or  for  depositing  tailings  or 
mining  dibris  therein."  I  wish  to  add  tliis 
proviso  because  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  future,  in  selling  land  in  mining 
districts,  to  see  that  no  riparian  rights  should 
be  given  to  the  owners  of  this  land,  ^  against 
those  carrying  on  the  mining  industry.  I 
think  it  is  all -important  that  this  should  be 
expressed  in  the  contract,  or  otherwise  a  large 
tract  of  country  known  to  be  auriferous  may 
get  into  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  and 
we  shall  have  the  colony  paying  a  large  amount 
of  compensation,  the  same  as  is  now  being  paid 
for  the  Teremakau  and  Ahaura  rivers.  It  is 
to  guard  against  the  colony  being  called  upon 
to  pay  compensation  that  I  move  this  amend- 
ment. I  believe  legislation  is  contemplated 
in  this  direction.  If  honourable  members  will 
look  at  the  Mining  Bill,  they  will  see  that 
such  provision  is  made  there.  Unless  this 
proviso  were  put  in  the  contract  the  company 
would  say  that  this  Legislature  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  them,  and  enacted  provisions  which 
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were  not  law  at  the  time  they  agreed  to  the 
contract. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  think  it  would 
do  to  have  a  proviso  to  this  clause.  I  think  it 
is  quite  right  to  have  the  miners  thoroughly 
protected  against  persons  who  may  purchase 
land  and  claim  to  have  riparian  rights,  and  I 
will  take  the  amendment  as  a  direction  to  see 
that  the  right  of  the  miner  is  properly  protected 
in  the  contract,  hut  not  as  a  proviso  to  this 
clause. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  that  case  I  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  proviso. 

Proviso,  by  leave,  withdrawn,  and  paragraph 
4  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  5  to  12  inclusive  agreed  to. 

"  13.  That  the  period  for  expenditure  of  the 
sum  of  £150,000,  as  provided  in  clause  5  of  the 
original  contract,  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  extended  until  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1888. 

"  And  this  deed  further  witnesseth  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  com- 
pany doth  hereby  covenant  with  the  Queen  in 
manner  following,  that  is  to  say, — 

''  (a.)  The  company  shall  enter  into  and 
enforce  the  due  performance  of  a  hon&  fide 
contract  or  contracts  for  the  construction  of  a 
section  of  the  said  railway  to  commence  at 
Springfield  and  extend  towards  Brunnerton,  at 
a  cost  of  not  less  than  £60,000 ;  and  of  another 
section  of  the  said  railway  to  commence  at 
some  point  to  be  agreed  upon  on  the  present 
Government  line  from  Nelson  to  Belgrove,  and 
extend  towards  Beefton,  at  a  cost  also  of  not 
less  than  £60,000,  in  addition  to  the  contract 
already  entered  into  for  the  section  of  the  said 
railway  from  Brunnerton  to  a  point  on  the 
Teremakau  Biver ;  such  contract  or  contracts 
to  be  entered  into  as  soon  as  the  necessary  sur- 
veys can  be  made  and  tenders  obtained,  and 
each  to  contain  a  provision,  which  shall  be  of 
the  essence  thereof,  for  the  continuous  prose- 
cution of  the  same  until  the  due  completion 
thereof :  Provided,  further,  that,  as  respects 
all  the  said  sections  of  the  said  railway 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  any  of  them,  or 
any  other  sections  from  time  to  time  com- 
pleted fit  for  opening,  the  Queen  will,  at  the 
request  of  the  company,  and  for  such  time  and 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  Queen  and  the  company,  work  and 
carry  on  the  traffic  on  any  parts  or  part  thereof 
which  are  or  is  completed  and  fit  for  traffic 
upon  terms  as  favourable  to  the  company  es 
shall  be  given  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Queen  to 
any  other  company,  authority,  or  persons  own- 
ing railways  in  New  Zealand. 

**  ih.)  The  company  shall  not  deviate  from 
the  line  of  railway  as  surveyed,  or  alter  any 
gradients  upon  the  said  line  of  railway,  as 
the  same  are  shown  upon  the  plans  of  that 
portion  of  the  said  railway  from  Springfield 
to  Brunnerton  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  No.  ,  and  copies 
whereof  have  been  handed  to  the  company 
before  the  execution  of  these  presents,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Governor  first  had  and 
obtained. 

Mr.  Seddon 


"  (c.)  The  company  shall  not  at  any  time 
assign,  change,  or  dispose  of  this  contract,  or 
any  benefit  or  advantage  thereof  or  thereunder, 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  without  the  written 
consent  of  the  Governor  on  behalf  of  Uie  Queen 
first  had  and  obtained ;  but  this  clause  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  affect  or  interfere  vnth  or  in 
anywise  abridge  the  powers  of  borrowing  given 
by  the  said  Act:  Provided  that  the  Governor 
may  at  any  time  appoint  any  person  in  the 
colony  or  elsewhere  for  the  purpose  of  consent- 
ing to  any  such  assignment,  and  no  such  con- 
sent shall  be  arbitrarily  withheld  either  by  the 
Governor  or  by  any  person  so  appointed  as 
aforesaid." 

]Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.—Sir,  there  is  a 
very  great  question  involved  in  this  claose. 
It  is  provided  that  the  company  shall  let  sec- 
tions of  the  line  towards  Beefton  to  the  value 
of  £60,000,  and  another  section  from  Springfield 
towards  the  West  Coast  to  the  same  'i-alue. 
Now,  Sir,  the  company,  as  we  know,  have 
a  very  narrow  margin  of  capital.  Undoubtedly 
there  is  a  considerable  area  of  rich  land  avail- 
able for  the  construction  of  the  first  sections 
which  the  company  may  undertake  ;  but  there 
is  a  doubt  as  to  how  far  the  good  land  will  avail 
to  provide  the  company  with  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  continuance  of  the  more  difficult 
portions  of  the  line.  If  the  company  starts 
on  this  gigantic  enterprise  with  a  narrow 
capital,  it  will  have  to  rely  solely  on  the  sale  or 
mortgage  of  the  best  sections  of  land  open  to 
it ;  and,  if  it  finds  that  the  capital  provided  in 
the  colony  is  unequal  to  the  task  of  completing 
the  line  as  a  whole,  and  if  it  should  be  necessary 
for  the  colony  to  take  over  completed  sections  of 
the  line,  I  ask  whether  it  is  expedient  that  the 
colony  should  have,  in  exchange  for  the  picked 
blocks  of  good  land  with  which  it  has  parted, 
payable  lengths  of  railway,  or  have  for  its 
money  lengths  of  railway  which,  until  joined 
on  to  the  other  lengths,  are  absolutely  value- 
less. Now,  if  the  company  concentrates  its 
energy  upon  completing  those  sections  of  rail- 
way from  Brunnerton  to  Beefton,  and  from 
Brunnerton  to  Teremakau,  if  the  company 
should  eventually  break  down,  and  the  good 
land  at  its  disposal  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
complete  the  lines,  the  lines  would  remain  to 
the  colony,  and  these  lengths  would  pay ;  but, 
if  we  compel  the  company  to  make  the  sections 
from  Belgrove  on  towards  Beefton,  and  from 
Springfield  into  the  mountains,  those  sections  by 
themselves,  till  they  are  joined  on  to  the  other 
end  of  the  line  on  the  West  Coast,  will  be 
absolutely  valueless ;  and  the  colony  then  will 
have  parted  with  its  picked  sections  of  land, 
and  will  have  nothing  in  exchsinge,  unless  it 
chooses  to  complete  the  line  out  of  the  colonial 
funds.  That  is  the  position.  Now,  is  this 
House  going  to  impose  on  the  company  the 
necessity  of  making  sections  of  the  line  that 
must  be  absolutely  valueless  in  themselves  for 
the  time  being?  Would  it  not  be  for  more 
reasonable  to  let  the  company  choose  for 
itself,  and  let  it,  if  it  so  choose,  meJce  first 
those  sections  which  will  be  of  most  ultimate 
benefit  to  the  colony  should  the  enterprise  not 
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be  carried  through  ?  With  a  weak  company  I 
think  the  House  should  allow  it  to  use  its 
capital  as  it  deems  best,  and  that  it  should  not 
have  the  obligation  which  this  clause  puts  on 
it.  I  do  not  propose  to  move  an  amendment, 
as  I  recognise  it  is  for  the  Government  to  settle 
'  the  draft  of  the  contract ;  but  I  hope  the  Pre- 
mier will  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
that  it  will  be  taken  as  an  instruction  from 
this  House,  when  the  contract  is  prepared,  that 
this  objectionable  clause  shall  be  amended.  I 
recognise  that  there  must  be  an  obligation  on 
the  company  to  spend  a  certain  amount  of 
money  in  a  certain  time,  but  I  think  it  should 
be  left  to  the  company  to  choose  how  and  where 
to  spend  it. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— The  honourable 
gentleman  is  quite  incorrect  as  to  what  he 
says  about  the  first  few  miles  from  Springfield. 
Having  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  district,  I 
can  say  that  the  first  thirty  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  line  constructed  there  will  be  of  very 
great  value  by  itself.  It  would  be  quite  able 
to  stand  on  its  own  traffic.  The  honourable 
member  has  entirely  misled  the  House  on  that 
point.  The  line  will  be  very  valuable  there, 
because  it  will  pass  through  good  country. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  have  to  move  an  amendment 
which  I  suggested  this  afternoon.  It  is  to  re- 
move from  the  company  the  obligation  to  begin 
at  the  Belgrove  end,  by  striking  out  the  words 
which  impose  that  obligation.  I  think  I  may 
fairly  claim  from  the  bulk  of  those  who  voted  in 
the  other  lobby  just  now  their  support  to  this 
amendment,  because  I  think  they  will  admit 
that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  company  to  cut 
out  these  words.  It  is  very  hard  on  'the  com- 
pany to  compel  them  to  begin  the  contract  at 
the  Belgrove  end  and  to  begin  another  at  the 
Springfield  end.  I  think  the  company  will  be 
very  much  better  off,  and  the  colony  also  will 
be  better  off  eventually,  if  all  the  energies  of 
the  company  are  concentrated  on  one  line,  the 
line  to  connect  Springfield  with  Brunnerton. 
They  ought  to  be  allowed  to  concentrate  all 
their  energies  on  that,  and  not  be  asked  to 
begin  another  railway.  We  do  not  know  how 
many  years  may  be  occupied  by  this  great 
work.  I  understand  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  work  is  the  tunnelling  on  the  line  connecting 
the  two  coasts,  and  that  the  company  will  want 
all  the  capital  they  can  obtain  and  all  their 
energy  to  do  that  tunnelling,  and  I  do  think  it 
is  imfair  to  them  to  compel  them  to  commence 
at  three  places. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  sorry  to  disagree 
with  my  honourable  friend  again.  I  am  very 
much  surprised  that  he  should  be  so  anxious  to 
help  the  company.  We  have  already  granted 
them  great  privileges,  and  now  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wants  to  take  the  disabilities 
from  them.  If  we  cut  off  the  privileges,  I 
could  understand  his  desiring  to  take  away 
some  of  their  disabilities.  This  is  a  great  dis- 
ability to  them,  but  a  great  advantage  to  the 
colony,  because  we  want  to  distribute  what 
work  is  going  on,  now  that  we  are  lessening  the 
public- works  expenditure  —  especially  at  Nel- 
son, where  there  is  no  large  amount  of  public 


works  going  on.  It  would  be  exceedingly  un- 
desirable to  make  this  amendment,  because  it 
is  highly  desirable,  in  the  interest  of  the  colony, 
that  the  company  should  begin  both  lines.  I 
am  informed  and  believe  that  the  company  will 
get  ample  funds  to  go  on  with  the  work  at  the 
three  ends.  I  do  hope  we  shall  not  go  into  a 
long  debate  on  this  matter,  and  I  trust  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  specially 
interested  will  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
argue  at  any  length.  I  think  they  may  fairly 
trust  to  the  general  good  sense  of  the  House  to 
keep  the  contract  as  proposed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  do  hope  the  House 
will  not  attach  much  weight  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  as  to 
the  value  of  the  land  at  the  Springfield  end  of  the 
line.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  the  first 
thirty  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  the  railway 
there  would  be  of  great  value,  because  the  land 
is  of  first-class  character.  I  have  not  visited 
the  locality  for  some  years,  but  I  know  the 
neighbourhood  well,  and  I  therefore  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  guided  by  the  statement  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether  in  any  part  of  the  contract 
the  company  agree  that  the  works  shall  pro- 
ceed at  three  ends. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  they  have  offered, 
and  they  are  bound  to  go  on. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  can  safely  leave  it  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  House  not  to  pay  any 
attention  to  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
poses  as  the  champion  of  the  colony  at  one 
moment  and  as  the  champion  of  the  company 
at  the  next.  I  have  shown  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  that  he  was  entirely 
wrong  in  his  statement  about  the  gradients. 
He  wilfully  misrepresented  the  matter  of 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  attribute  wilful  misrepresenta- 
tion to  any  honourable  member. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM,— Sir,  I  withdraw  the  word 
"  wilfully,"  and  say  he  misrepresented.  He  said 
we  are  to  give  so  many  million  acres  of  land, 
and  asked  what  we  are  to  get,  and  answered 
himself  by  saying  that  all  we  get  is  750,000 
acres  of  land  left.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  have  known  that  there  was  also 
this  concession  of  the  line  being  constructed 
from  the  three  ends.  Sir,  it  is  quite  tmneces- 
sary  for  me  to  make  any  further  remarks,  for 
I  can  safely  leave  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  said  and  what  he  has  proposed  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — My  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Dunedin  East  posed  rather  un- 
fairly, I  think,  when  he  wanted  to  make  out 
that  he  was  a  friend  of  the  company.  He  was 
really  trying  to  protect  the  polony,  as  he  was 
afraid  that  some  day  the  colony  might  get  a 
mimis  quantity  for  all  that  it  has  given.  Now, 
I  think  the  reason  why  the  company's  means 
and  energies  should  be  concentrated  on  a  par- 
ticular section  is  obvious.  Every  one  who  has 
travelled  over  the  ground,  or  who  has  thought 
out  the  question  of  whether  the  line  can  pay  or 
not,  must  know  that  the  only  possible  traffic  be- 
tween the  West  and  East  Coasts  is  a  terminal 
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C.aj-cs  14  to  I'J.  inciu>iTc,  agreed  to- 

}.[r.  oriNNE.SS.  — I  move   the  following 
.  aaJiiijiial  provi>o  ; — 

I  •'  Provi'ied  also  tl.r  selection  and  acquire- 
I  m^Tit  of  any  lands  within  the  authorised  area, 
I  and  witliin  a  mining  district,  and  which  said 
lands  may  abut  on  any  river  or  iratercourse, 
Hhall  not  be  dvemed  to  give  any  right  or  title 
to  the  riow  of  any  watercourse  or  water  therein ; 
and  no  damage  shall  be  recoverable  for  the 
pollution  of  such  water,  or  for  depositing  tail- 
ings or  mining  debris  therein." 

1  do  not  intend  to  press  this  clause  if  the  Pre- 
mier will  assure  me  that  some  condition  to  this 
effect  will  be  inserted  in  the  contract  if  the 
Government  are  advised  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  that  done. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  have  the  matter 
carefully  considered,  and    consider   how  the 
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miners'  rights  can  be  protected;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  it  must  be  done  with  very 
great  care,  and  on  strict  authority.  It  would 
DO  quite  impossible  to  give  a  looal  authority 
power  to  regulate  this  sort  of  thing. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— The  Wardens  are  not  a 
looaJ  authority.  They  can  only  act  under  the 
power  of  the  law. 

Major  ATKINSON,  — But  they  would  have 
the  power  to  cut  about  the  railway  as  they 
thought  proper ;  and  we  should  not  be  able  to 
give  the  Wardens  that  power.  I  will  endeavour 
to  look  to  the  miners'  rights  and  see  that  they 
are  properly  protected. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  —  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  beg  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Midl^d  Railway  be  agreed  to, 

Ut.  W.  D.  STEWART  said.— We  have  dis- 
cussed  this  subject  very  fully  to-night,  and  a  sub- 
stantial minority  have  shown  that  the  contract 
is  not  satisfactory,  as  has  been  indicated  in  the 
debate  previously,  and  the  vote  was  nearly 
equal.  In  view  of  that,  I  still  hope  that  the 
Government  will  see  that  the  language  of  the 
clause  is  so  altered  that  no  reasonable  doubt 
can  be  entertained  as  to  the  meaning  to  be 
attached  to  section  8.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Premier  intends  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  vote. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  intend  to  carry  out 
the  vote  given  by  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— That  is  precisely 
what  I  expected  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  do,  regardless  of  the  merits  of  the  case 
and  the  difficulties  of  the  position.  It  was  a 
vote  irrespective  of  the  merits. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  msike  such  statements  as 
he  is  doing.  It  would  be  a  pretty  thing  for  the 
Premier  to  disregard  a  vote  of  the  House  in 
favour  of  the  vote  given  by  a  minority.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  wants  me  to  consider 
the  clause,  to  give  it  due  consideration,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  do  so ;  but  I  have  very  great 
doubt  as  to  whether  I  should  be  justified  in 
making  an  alteration  in  a  clause  that  has  been 
passed  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  vote  of  the 
House  would  in  no  way  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  considering  the  question.  It  was 
such  a  vote  that 

Major  ATKINSON. —I  have  said  that  is 
what  I  shall  do. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  want  to  see 
the  vote  of  a  minority  thought  nothing  of  or 
set  at  defiance.  That  is  all  I  wish  to  guard 
against.  There  is  a  feeling  amongst  a  large 
section  of  this  House  that  the  contract  will 
land  tibe  colony  in  unfathomable  difficulties. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — I  say  Yes. 
Honourable  members  may  say  what  they  please, 
but  I  hold  opinions  on  this  question  of  a  very 
decided  character.  All  I  will  say  is,  that  there 
is  sufficient  doubt  to  make  it  injudicious,  if  not 
suicidal,  for  us  to  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  any 
one  man  who  does  not  hold  a  judicial  position, 
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and,  in  consequence  of  this  statement,  to  dis- 
regard the  vote  of  the  House — ^I  mean  the  state 
of  the  vote  of  the  House,  the  state  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  upon  the  question.  There 
were  thirty-four  members  in  this  House  who 
expressed  their  desire  that  the  contract  should 
be  so  altered  as  to  remove  any  ambiguity  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  That  is  what  I 
refer  to.  There  were  only  thirty-nine  on  the 
other  side. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — The  Government  feel 
under  a  grave  responsibility  in  connection  with 
this  question  altogether,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
give  the  matter  serious  consideration,  looking 
at  the  fact  that  thirty-four  honourable  gentle- 
men voted  in  a  particular  direction .  I  will  take 
into  consideration  the  wording  of  the  clause, 
and  tlie  position  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
holds  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  ability  in  interpreting 
these  matters.  The  Government  will  give  the 
subject  again  their  most  careful  consideration, 
and  I  think  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  reasonably  ask  for  more  than  that. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  am  induced  to  make 
these  remarks  because  the  Colonial  Secretary 
interrupted  on  one  or  two  occasions  unneces- 
sarily, as  I  think,  and  his  speech  indicated 
that  he  thought  there  was  absolutely  nothing 
in  the  question,  and  that  it  was  mere  moon- 
shine to  raise  it.  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  in  the  view  than  he  is  disposed  to  admit. 
What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  House  is  this : 
that  honourable  members  must  not  run  away 
with  the  idea  that  there  is  any  desire  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to  frustrate  the  carrying-out 
of  this  contract ;  and  I  ask  the  Premier  not  to 
forget  the  division  of  opinion  in  this  House  that 
was  shown  by  the  vote  when  that  was  taken. 
We  are  all  interested  in  seeing  that  a  fair  con- 
tract is  entered  into.  No  one  in  the  House,  I 
think,  has  any  other  idea ;  and  I  was  surprised 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  get  up 
in  his  place  and  tell  honourable  members  that, 
because  they  were  interested,  they  were  to  vote 
and  not  to  speak. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  quite  misrepresenting  me. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  understood  him  to 
say  that  honourable  members  interested  should 
vote  and  not  speak. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  was  particularly 
upon  the  mere  local  question  as  to  where  the 
works  were  to  be  commenced.  The  condition 
provided  was  shown  by  the  mover  of  the 
amendment  to  be  against  the  interests  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  say  that  was  not 
a  fair  appeal  to  make  to  members  of  this 
House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  say  it  was. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  say  it  is  not  a  fair 
appeal  to  members  of  this  House— to  tell  them 
that  because  they  are  interested  they  are  not 
to  speak,  but  to  vote. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  made  no  such  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Did  not  the  honour- 
able member  appeal  to  members  not  to  speak, 
but  to  vote  ? 
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Major  ATKINSON.— You  are  not  stating  all 
that  took  place. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— What  I  wish  to 
state  is  this:  that  tho  whole  subject  requires 
most  careful  consideration,  because,  I  venture 
to  say,  wo  are  dealing  with  a  company  which 
will — and  I  say  it  with  no  disrespect — show  us 
that  it  is  quite  able  to  take  care  of  itself ;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  having  the 
control  of  the  framing  of  a  contract  in  this 
House,  not  to  leave  any  loophole  whereby  this 
colony  may  drift  into  an  unsatisfactory  and  un- 
desirable position.  When  this  contract  comes 
on  again,  I  apprehend  that  this  House  will 
exercise  its  undoubted  right  to  review  tho  deci- 
sions which  have  been  come  to  to-night. 

Mr.  LEVESTA^il.— I  should  like  to  say  that 
what  the  Premier  has  said  is  perfectiy  correct, 


and  that  the  honourable  member  for  Donedin 
West  must  have  misunderstood  him.  It  was 
merely  upon  the  local  question,  only  affecting 
three  msmbers  of  the  House,  that  the  Premier 
asked  those  three  members  not  to  speak  but  to 
vote. 

Major  ATKINSON.—"  At  length." 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — Yes;  not  to  speak  at 
length,  but  to  vote.  I  diA  not  speak  at  length, 
because  I  thought  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  would  show  honourable  members  that  I 
was  right;  and  that  I  was  right  was  shown  by 
the  fact  that  only  sixteen  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment and  sixty  against  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
i  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  FIFTY-EIGHTH  VOLUME. 


By  AuLhority:  George  Didbbury,  G over nmeut  Printer,  Wellington 
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